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INTRODUCTION. 


LIFE  OF   CHAUCER. 

GSOFFRSY  Chaucer  was  born  in  London,  about  1340  (not  1398,  as  was  formerly 

said) .     His  fiither  was  John  Chaucer,  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,  and  his  mother's 

name  was  Agnes.    His  grandfether  was  Robert  Chaucer,  of  Ipswich  and  London,  who 

married   a  widow  named  Maria  Heyroun,  with  a  son  Thomas  Hejrroun.     John 

Chaucer's  house  stood  in  Upper  Thames  Street,  beside  Walbrook,  just  where  that 

street  is  now  crossed  by  the  South-Eastem  Railway  from  Cannon-Street  Station.    Here 

it  was  that  the  poet  spent  his  earliest  days,  and  in  an  interesting  passage  in  his  Par- 

doneres  Tale  (lines  549-573),  he  incidentally  displays  his  knowledge  of  various  wines 

and  the  ways  of  mixing  them  together. 

John  Chaucer,  the  poet's  fether,  was  in  attendance  on  Edward  III.  in  1338, and  this 
connexion  with  the  court  led  to  his  son's  employment  there,  some  years  afterwards,  as 
a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  the  thircTson  of 
Edward  III.    In  the  household  accounts  of  this  princess,  mention  is  made  of  various 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  purchased  for '  Geoffrey  Chaucer '  in  April. 
May,  and  December,  1357,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old.    In  1359  he  joined 
the  army  of  Edward  III.  when  that  king  invaded  France,  and  was  there  taken  pris- 
oner.   In  May,  1360,  the  peace  of  Bretigny  (near  Chartres)  was  concluded  between  the 
French  and  English  kings.    Chaucer  had  been  set  at  liberty  in  March,  when  Edward 
paid  16/.  towards  his  ransom. 

1867.  We  can  only  conjecture  the  manner  in  which  he  spent  his  life  from  hints 
given  us  in  his  own  works,  and  from  various  notices  of  him  in  official  records.    To 
consider  the  latter  first,  we  find,  from  the  Issue  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  life-pen- 
sion of  ao  marks  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Chaucer  in  1367,  in  consideration  of  his 
services,  as  being  one  of  the  valets  of  the  king's  household.    During  1368  and  part  of 
X369  he  was  in  London,  and  received  his  pension  in  person.    In  October,  1368,  his 
patron,  Prince  Lionel,  died,  and  it  appears  that  Chaucer's  services  were  consequently 
transferred  to  the  next  brother,  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster. 

1368.  In  the  autumn  of  1369,  the  year  of  the  third  great  pestilence  of  Edward's 
reign,  Blanche,  the  first  wifie  of  John  of  Gaunt,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
Chaucer  did  honour  to  her  memory  in  one  of  his  earliest  poems,  entitled  '  The  Deth  of 
Blaunche  the  Duchesse.' 

1370-1378.  From  1370  to  1386,  Chaucer  was  attached  to  the  court,  and  employed 
in  frequent  diplomatic  services. 

In  December,  1373,  being  employed  in  the  king's  service,  he  left  England  for  Genoa, 
Pisa,  and  Florence,  and  remained  in  Italy  for  nearly  eleven  months,  but  we  again  find 
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him  in  London  on  November  2a,  1373.  This  visit  of  his  to  Italy  is  of  great  importance, 
as  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  his  writings,  and  enables  us  to  understand  the 
development  of  his  genius. 

1874.  His  conduct  during  this  mission  to  Italy  met  with  the  iiill  approval  of  the 
king,  who,  on  the  celebration  of  the  great  festival  at  Windsor  on  St.  George's  day 
(April  33)  in  1374,  granted  our  poet  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily,  to  be  received  from  the 
king's  butler.  On  May  10  of  the  same  year,  Chaucer  took  a  lease  of  a  house  in  Aid- 
gate,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  from  the  Corporation  of  London ;  but  he  afterwards  gave 
it  up  to  a  friend  in  October,  1386 ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  had  ceased  to  reside  in  it 
for  a  year  or  more  previously.  On  June  8, 1374,  he  was  appointed  to  the  important 
office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and  Leather,  for 
the  port  of  London;  and  a  few  days  later  (June  13)  received  a  life-pension  of  10/. 
from  the  duke  of  Lancaster  for  the  good  service  rendered  by  him  and  his  wife  Philippa 
to  the  said  Duke,  to  his  consort,  and  to  his  mother  the  Queen.  This  is  the  first 
mention  of  Philippa  Chaucer  as  Geoffrey's  wife,  though  a  Philippa  Chaucer  is  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Chamber  to  Queen  Philippa,  on  September  13, 
1366,  and  subsequently.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Chaucer  was  not  married 
till  1374,  and  that  he  married  a  relative,  or  at  least  some  one  bearing  the  same  name 
as  himself;  but  this  supposition  is  needless  and  improbable ;  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Philippa  Chaucer  mentioned  in  1366  may  not  have  been  already  married  to  the 
poet,  who  was  then  at  least  a6  years  of  age. 

1376.  In  1375  his  income  was  increased  by  receiving  from  the  Crown  (Novem- 
ber 8)  the  custody  of  the  lands  and  person  of  one  Edmond  Staplegate,  of  Kent.  This 
he  retained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  received  X04/. ;  together  with  some  smaller 
sums  from  another  source. 

1376.  On  July  12,  1376,  the  king  granted  Chaucer  the  sum  of  71/.  4^.  6^.,  being  the 
value  of  a  fine  paid  by  one  John  Kent  for  shipping  wool  without  paying  the  duty 
thereon.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  Sir  John  Burley  and  Geoffrey  Chaucer  were 
employed  upon  some  secret  service,  for  which  the  latter  received  6/.  ly,  ^d, 

1377.  In  February,  1377,  Chaucer  was  employed  on  a  secret  mission  to  Flanders, 
and  received  for  it,  in  all,  the  sum  of  30/.  In  April  he  was  sent  to  France,  to  treat 
for  peace  with  king  Charles  V.;  for  this  service  he  received,  in  all,  the  sum  of 
48/.  13^.  4//.  On  June  ai,  king  Edward  III.  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson, 
Richard  II. 

1378.  In  January,  Chaucer  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  Ftance.  Soon  after- 
wards, he  was  again  sent  to  Italy,  from  May  38  to  September  19,  being  employed  ob 
a  mission  to  Lombardy,  to  treat  with  Bemabo  Visconti,  duke  of  Milan ;  to  whose 
death  (in  1385)  the  poet  alludes  in  his  Monkes  Tale  (11.  3589-3596),  where  be  describes 
him  as  — 

'  Of  Melan  grete  Bamabo  Viscounte, 
God  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye.' 

Before  leaving  England  on  this  business,  Chaucer  appointed  his  friend  John  Gower, 
the  poet,  as  one  of  his  agents  to  represent  him  in  his  absence. 

1380.  By  deed  of  May  x,  1380,  one  Cecilia  Chaumpayne  released  Chaucer  from  a 
charge  which  she  had  brought  against  him, '  de  raptu  meo.'  We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  either  the  nature  of  the  charge,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

1382.  We  have  seen  that  Chaucer  had  been  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Wool 
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Customs  in  1374.    Whilst  still  retaining  this  office,  he  was  now  also  appointed  Comp- 
troller of  the  Petty  Customs  (May  8,  138a). 

1885.  In  February,  1385,  he  vna  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  dominating  a  per- 
manent deputy  to  perform  his  duties  as  Comptroller.  It  is  highly  probable  that  he 
owed  this  &vour  to '  the  good  queen  Anne/  first  wife  of  king  Richard  II.;  for,  in  the 
Prologue  to  the  L^end  of  Good  Women,  probably  written  during  this  period  of  his 
newly-acquired  freedom  from  irksome  duties,  he  expresses  himself  most  gratefully 
towards  her. 

If  we  may  trust  the  description  of  his  house  and  garden  in  the  Prologue  to  the 
Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  composed  in  the  spring  of  1385,  it  would  appear 
that  he  was  then  living  in  the  country,  and  had  already  given  up  his  house  over  the 
city  gate  at  Aldgate  to  Richard  Forster,  who  obtained  a  formal  lease  of  it  from  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  in  October,  1386.  We  learn  incidentally,  from  a  note  to  the 
Envoy  to  Scogan,  I.  45,  that  he  was  living  at  Greenwich  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  that 
poem  (probably  in  1393).  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  residence  at  Green« 
wich  extended  from  1385  to  the  end  of  1399,  when  he  took  a  new  house  at  Westminster. 
This  supposition  agrees  well  with  various  hints  that  we  obtain  from  other  notices. 
Thus,  in  1390,  he  was  appointed  (with  five  others)  to  superintend  the  repairing  of  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  the  same  year  he  was. 
robbed  at  Hatcham  (as  we  shall  see  below),  which  is  near  Deptford  and  Greenwich. 
And  we  find  the  singular  reference  in  the  Canterbury  Tales  (A  3907),  where  the  Host 
suddenly  exclaims -7-*  Lo  1  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe  is  inne ' ;  which  looks  like 
a  sly  insinuation,  on  the  Host's  part,  that  Greenwich  at  that  time  contained  many 
'  shrews '  or  rascals.  Few  places  would  serve  better  than  Greenwich  for  frequent  obser- 
vation of  Canterbury  pilgrims. 

1886.  In  this  year  Chaucer  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Kent,  in  the 
Parliament  held  at  Westminster.  In  August,  his  patron  John  of  Gaunt  went  to  Spain ; 
and  during  his  absence,  his  brother  Thomas,  duke  of  Gloucester,  contrived  to  deprive 
the  king  of  all  power,  by  appointing  a  regency  of  eleven  persons,  himself  being  at 
the  head  of  them.  As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  ill  disposed  towards  his  brother 
John,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  thus  account  for  the  £aict  that,  in  December  of 
this  year,  Chaucer  was  dismissed  from  both  his  offices,  of  Comptroller  of  Wool  and 
Comptroller  of  Petty  Customs,  others  being  appointed  in  his  place.  This  sudden 
and  great  loss  reduced  the  poet  from  comparative  wealth  to  poverty;  he  was 
compelled  to  raise  money  upon  his  pensions,  which  were  assigned  to  John  Scalby  on 
May  1. 1388. 

In  October  of  this  year  (1386),  there  was  a  &mous  trial  between  Richard  Lord 
Scrope  and  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  during  which  Chaucer  deposed  that  he  was  '  forty 
3rean  of  age  and  upwards,  and  had  borne  arms  for  twenty-seven  years.'  He  was,  in 
&ct,  about  forty-six  years  old,  having  been  bom,  as  said  above,  about  1340.  More- 
over, it  is  probable  that  he  fiist  bore  arms  in  1359,  when  he  went  with  the  invading 
army  to  France.    This  exactly  tallies  with  his  own  statement. 

1387.  In  this  year  died  Chaucer's  wife,  Philippa ;  to  this  loss  he  alludes  in  his 
Envoy  to  Bukton.  It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  was  composing  portions 
of  his  greatest  poem,  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1889.  On  May  3,  Richard  II.  suddenly  took  the  government  into  his  own  hands. 
John  of  Gaunt  returned  to  England  soon  afterwards,  and  effected  an  outward  recon- 
dliatfon  between  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester.    The  Lancastrian  party  was 


xii  Snttotltictton. 

now  once  more  in  power,  and  Chaucer  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  King's  Works  at 
Westminster  on  July  12,  at  a  salary  of  ar.  a  day  (more  than  x/.  of  our  present  money, 
at  the  least). 

1890.  In  this  year,  Chaucer  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Worlcs  at  St 
George's  Chapel  at  Windsor,  and  was  put  on  a  Commission  to  repair  the  banks 
of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  a  writ,  dated  July  z  in  this 
year,  he  was  allowed  the  costs  of  putting  up  Scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the  King 
and  Queen  to  view  the  tournament  which  had  taken  place  there  in  May.  This 
helps  to  explain  the  minute  account  of  the  method  of  conducting  a  tournament 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  Knight's  Tale.  In  the  preceding  month  he  had  been 
appointed,  by  the  Earl  of  March,  joint  Forester  (with  Richard  Brittle)  of  North 
Petherton  Park  in  Somerset.  In  September,  he  was  twice  robbed  of  some  of  the 
king's  money;  once,  at  Westminster,  of  10/.;  and  again,  near  the  '  foule  ok'  (foul 
oak)  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  of  9/.  y.  Sd.;  but  the  repayment  of  these  sums  was  forgiven 
him. 

13G1.  This  is  the  date  given  by  Chaucer  to  his  prose  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his  '  little  son '  Lewis,  of  whom  nothing  more  is 
known ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  at  an  early  age.  At  this  time,  for  some 
unknown  reason,  the  poet  unfortunately  lost  his  appointment  as  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

13G4.  In  February  of  this  year,  Chaucer  received  a  grant  from  the  king  of  90/. 
a  year  for  life ;  nevertheless,  he  seems  to  have  been  in  want  of  money,  as  we  find  him 
making  applications  for  the  advancement  of  money  from  his  pension. 

1898.  In  this  year  or  the  preceding,  Chaucer  was  made  sole  Forester  of  North 
Petherton  Park,  instead  of  joint  Forester,  as  in  1390.  In  the  Easter  Term,  he  was  sued 
for  a  debt  of  14/.  is,  iid.  In  October,  the  king  granted  him  a  tun  of  wine  yearly,  for 
his  life-time. 

1399.  On  September  30,  Henry  IV.  became  king  of  England,  and  Chaucer  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  complaint  regarding  his  poverty,  called  a '  Compleynt  to  his  Purs,* 
in  response  to  which,  only  four  days  afterwards,  Henry  granted  that  the  poet's  pension 
of  twenty  marks  (13/.  6s.  SdJ)  should  be  doubled,  in  addition  to  the  ao/.  a  year  which 
had  been  granted  to  him  in  1394. 

On  Christmas  eve  of  this  year,  Chaucer  took  a  long  lease  of  a  house  in  the  garden 
of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mary,  Westminster ;  this  house  stood  near  the  spot  now  occupied 
by  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel.  The  lease  is  in  the  Muniment  Room  of  West- 
minster Abbey  (Historical  MSS.  Commission,  i.  95). 

1400.  The  traditional  date  of  Chaucer's  death  is  October  25, 1400;  in  the  second 
year  of  Henry  IV.  His  death  doubtless  took  place  in  his  newly-acquired  house  at 
Westminster  ;  and  he  attained  to  the  age  of  about  sixty  years.  Of  his  &mily, 
nothing  is  known.  His  '  little  son '  Lewis  probably  died  young ;  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence earlier  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  that  the  Thomas  Chaucer  whose  great- 
grandson,  John  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  was  declared  heir  to  the  throne  by  his 
uncle,  Richard  III.,  in  14B4,  was  Chaucer's  son.  As  Thomas  Chaucer  was  a  man  of 
great  wealth,  and  of  some  mark,  we  should  have  expected  to  find  early  and  undoubted 
evidence  as  to  his  parentage.  We  find,  however,  that  Thomas  Gascoigne,  who  wrote 
a  Theological  Dictionary,  and  died  in  1458,  refers  to  the  poet  in  these  words :  — '  Fuit 
idem  Chawserus  pater  Thomae  Chawserus,  armigeri,  qui  iThomas  sepelitur  in  Nuhelm 
iuxta  Oxoniam.'  Gascoigne  was  in  a  position  to  know  the  truth,  since  he  was  Chan- 
cellor of  Oxford,  and  Thomas  Chaucer  had  held  the  manor  of  Ewelme,  at  no 
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great  distance,  till  his  death  in  1434.  If  this  information  be  correct,  it  then 
becomes  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  wife  Philippa  was  Philippa  Roet,  sister 
of  the  Katharine  de  Roet  of  Hainault,  who  married  Sir  John  Swynford,  and  after- 
wards became  the  mistress,  and  in  1396  the  third  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt.  This 
has  been  inferred  from  the  &ct  that  Thomas  Chaucer's  arms  contain  three  wheels, 
supposed  to  represent  the  name  of  Roet ;  since  the  Old  French  roet  means  '  a  little 
wheel.'  Those  who  accept  this  inference  see  good  reasons  for  explaining  the 
£avours  extended  to  Chaucer  both  by  John  of  Gaunt  himself  and  his  son  King 
Henry  IV. 

CHARACTER  OF  CHAUCER. 

There  is  no  space  here  for  exhibiting  fully  the  revelation  of  Chaucer's  character 
as  expressed  by  numerous  passages  in  his  works.  We  easily  recognise  in  them 
a  man  of  cheerful  and  genial  nature,  with  great  powers  of  originality,  full  of 
freshness  and  humour,  a  keen  observer  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  en- 
thusiastic and  untiring  student  of  books.  He  tells  a  story  excellently  and  sets  his 
characteis  before  us  with  dramatic  clearness ;  and  he  has  also  an  exquisite  ear  for 
music  and  pays  great  attention  to  the  melodious  flow  of  his  verse.  Except  in  his 
prose  tales,  he  frequently  affects,  in  his  Canterbury  Tales,  an  air  of  simplicity 
which  sits  upon  him  gracefully  enough.  In  his  Prologut  to  Sir  Tkopas^  he  describes 
himself  as  a  '  large,'  L  e.  a  somewhat  corpulent  man,  and  no  '  poppet '  to  embrace, 
that  is,  not  slender  in  the  waist ;  as  having  an  '  elvish '  or  abstracted  look,  often 
staring  on  the  gn^ound  '  as  if  he  would  find  a  hare,'  and  '  doing  no  dalliance '  to  any 
man,  i.  e.  not  entering  briskly  into  casual  conversation.  His  numerous  references 
and  quotations  show  that  he  was  deeply  read  in  all  medieval  learning,  and  well 
acquainted  with  Latin,  French  (both  of  England  and  of  the  continent),  and  Italian, 
besides  being  a  master  of  the  East-midland  dialect  of  English.  A  passage  in  the 
Reves  TaU  imitates  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  with 
much  fidelity.  On  the  other  hand,  he  occasionally  introduces  forms  into  his  poems 
that  are  peculiarly  Kentish;  owing,  as  I  am  inclined  to  suggest,  to  his  residence 
lor  some  years  at  Greenwdch.  In  his  Homs  of  Fame,  he  tells  us  how  he  had  '  set  his 
wit  to  make  books,  songs,  and  ditties  in  rime/  and  often  '  made  his  head  ache  at 
night  with  writing  in  his  study.'  For,  when  he  had  done  his  official  work  for  the 
day,  and  '  made  his  reckonings,'  he  used  to  go  home  and  become  wholly  absorbed 
in  his  books,  'hearing  neither  this  nor  that';  and,  'in  stead  of  rest  and  new 
things '  (recreation),  he  used  '  to  sit  at  a  book,  as  dumb  as  a  stone,  till  his  look  was 
dased ' ;  and  thus  did  he  '  live  as  a  hermit,  though  (unlike  a  hermit)  his  abstinence 
was  but  little.'  So  great  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Legend  of  Good 
Women)  was  his  love  of  nature,  that,  '  when  the  month  of  May  is  come,  and  I  hear 
the  birds  sing,  and  see  the  flowers  springing  up,  ferewell  then  to  my  book  and 
to  my  devotion'  to  reading.  In  many  passages  he  insists  on  the  value  of  the 
purity  of  womanhood  and  the  nobility  of  manhood,  taking  the  latter  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  good  feeling  and  courtesy.  As  he  says  in  The  Wife  of  Bath* s  Tale, 
'  the  man  who  is  always  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  endeavours  to  be  constant  in  the 
performance  of  gentle  deeds,  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  greatest  gentleman.  Christ 
desires  that  we  should  derive  our  gentleness  from  Him,  and  not  from  our  ancestors, 
however  rich.' 
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WRITINGS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Other  notices  of  Chaucer  must  be  gathered  from  his  writings  and  from  what  we 
know  about  them.  It  is  advisable  to  date  his  various  works,  where  possible,  as  well  as 
we  can,  and  to  consider  the  result 

Chaucer's  works  &11  (as  shewn  by  Ten  Brink)  into  three  periods.  During  the 
first  of  these,  he  imitated  French  models,  particularly  the  famous  and  very  long  poem 
entitled  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose,  of  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  he  made  a  translation. 
It  so  happens  that  there  exist  what  are  apparently  two,  but  are  really  three  frag^- 
ments  of  translations  of  two  different  parts  of  this  poem;  they  are  found  in  a 
MS.  at  Glasgow,  written  out  about  A.D.  1430-40,  and  in  the  early  printed  editions. 
These  three  fragments,  marked  A,  B,  C  in  the  present  volume,  appear  to  be  by 
different  hands ;  and  only  the  first  of  them  can  be  reconciled  with  Chaucer's  usual 
diction  and  grammar.  We  must  regretfully  infer  that  the  major  part  of  Chaucer's 
own  translation  is  irrecoverably  lost.  The  poems  of  this  First  Period  were  written 
before  he  set  out  on  his  Italian  travels  in  1372,  and  there  is  no  trace  in  them  of  any 
Italian  influence. 

The  poems  of  the  Second  Period  (1373-1384)  clearly  shew  the  influence  of  Italian 
literature,  especially  of  Dante's  Divina  Com  media,  and  of  Boccaccio's  poems  entitled 
11  Teseide  and  II  Filostrato.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that 
Chaucer  was  acquainted,  at  first-hand,  with  Boccaccio's  Decamerone. 

The  poems  of  the  Third  Period  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  larger  share  of  origi- 
nality, and  are  considered  as  beginning  with  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  the  first 
poem  in  which  the  poet  employed  what  is  now  known  as  the  '  heroic '  couplet,which 
he  adapted  from  Guillaume  de  Machault. 

The  following  list  is  arranged,  conjecturalfy^  in  chronological  order. 

Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  {lost). 

Book  of  the  I^oun  {lost), 

Ceys  and  Alcioun ;  afterwards  (probably)  partly  preserved  in  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse. 

The  Romaunt  of  the  Rose.  (Fragment  A  (11.  1-1705)  is  all  that  can  fairly  be 
claimed  as  Chaucer's  work.  Fragment  B  is  written  in  a  dialect  approximating  to  that 
of  Lincolnshire.    The  author  of  Fragment  C,  like  that  of  B,  remains  unknown.) 

A.  B.  C.  —  Minor  Poems,  I. 

1369.  Book  of  the  Duchesse.  —  M.  P.  III. 

Lyf  of  St.  Cecyle  (afterwards  adapted  to  become  the  Second  Nonnes  Tale). 

Monkes  Tale  (parts  oO ;  lines  3365-3652  clearly  belong  to  a  later  period. 

About  1373-3.    Clerkes  Tale ;  except  E  995-1008,  and  the  Envoy. 

Palamon  and  Arcite ;  of  which  some  scraps  are  preserved  in  other  poems.  It  was 
also  used  as  the  basis  of  the  Knightes  Tale. 

Compleint  to  his  Lady.  —  M.  P.  VI. 

An  Amorous  Compleint,  made  at  Windsor.  —  M.  P.  XXII. 

Womanly  Noblesse.—  M.  P.  XXIV. 

Compleint  unto  Pitfe.  — M.  P.  II. 

Anelida  and  Arcite  (containing  ten  stanzas  from  Palamon).  —  M.  P.  VII. 

The  Tale  of  Melibeus  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Albertano  of 
Brescia. 

The  Persones  Tale  (in  its  original  form)  ;  partly  translated  from  Frire  Lorens. 
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Of  the  Wretched  Engendring  of  Mankind ;  mentioned  in  the  Legend,  Text  A, 
1.  4x4;  and  partly  preserved  in  scraps  occurring  in  the  Man  of  Lawes  Tale,  B  99-121, 

4ai-7.  771-7.  935-931.  "35-41- 

Man  of  Lawes  Tale  (in  its  original  form)  ;  partly  translated  firom  Nicholas  Trivet. 

Z377-61.  Translation  of  Boethius. 

1379?  Complaint  of  Mars.  —  M.  P.  IV. 

1379-83.  Troilus  and  Criseyde ;  (partly  irom  Boccaccio's  11  Filostrato  and  Guido 
delle  Colonne's  Historia  Troiae;  containing  three  stanzas  from  P^lamon). 

Wordes  to  Adam  (concerning  Boethius  and  Troilus).  —  M.  P.  VIII. 

The  Former  Age;  chiefly  from  Boethius,  Book  II.  met.  V.  —  M.  P.  IX. 

Fortune ;  containing  hints  from  Boethius.  —  M.  P.  X. 

1382.  Parlement  t(  Foules  (containing  six  stanzas  from  Palamon).  —  M.  P.  V. 

1383-4.  House  of  Fame ;  containing  hints  from  Dante ;  trnfimishtd, 

1385-6.  Legend  of  Good  Women ;  unfiniskid, 

1386.  Canterbury  Tales  begun. 

1387-e.  Central  period  of  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1389,  &c.  The  Tales  continued. 

Z391.  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe ;  chiefly  from  Messahala ;  unfinisked, 

1393?  Compleint  of  Venus.  —  M.  P.  XVIII. 

1393.  Lenvoy  to  Scogan.  —  M.  P.  XVI. 

1396.  I-,envoy  to  Bukton.  —  M.  P.  XVII. 

1399.  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse.  —  M.  P.  XIX. 

The  following  occasional  triple  roundel  and  balades  may  have  been  composed 
between  1380  and  1396:  —  Merciless  Beauts.  —  M.  P.  XI.  Balade  to  Rosemounde. — 
M.  P.  XII.  Against  Women  Unconstaunt.  —  M.  P.  XXI.  Compleint  to  his  Purse 
(except  the  Envoy).  —  M.  P.  XIX.  Lak  of  Stedfsistnesse.  —  M.  P.  XV.  GentiJesse.  — 
M.  P.  XIV.    Truth.  — M.  P.  XIII.    Proverbes  of  Chaucer.— M.  P.  XX. 

EDITIONS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Several  of  Chaucer's  Poems  were  printed  at  various  times  by  Caxton  and  others, 
but  the  fiist  collected  edition  of  his  works  was  that  edited  by  W.  Thynne  in  1532. 
This  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  the  spurious  Plowman's  TaU,  in  1542 ;  and 
again,  about  1550.  Later  editions  appeared  in  1561  (with  large  additions  by  John 
Stowe) ;  in  1598  (re-edited  by  Thomas  Speght),  second  edition,  1602,  and  reprinted  in 
1687.  Still  later  editions  were  the  very  bad  one  by  Urry,  in  1721,  and  the  excellent  one 
by  Tyrwhitt,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  ottfy^  in  1775-8.  These  editions,  excepting 
Tyrwhitt's.'have  done  much  to  confuse  the  public  as  to  the  genuine  works  of  Chaucer, 
because  in  them  a  large  number  of  poems,  some  known  (even  by  the  editors)  to  be  by 
Lydgate,  Gower,  Hoccleve,  and  Scogan,  together  with  others  obviously  spurious,  were 
carelessly  added  to  works  by  Chaucer  himself  ;  and  many  erroneous  notions  have 
been  deduced  from  the  study  of  this  incongruous  mixture. 

It  must  suffice  to  say  here  that  most  of  the  later  editions,  since  the  publication  of 
Tjrrwhitt's  remarks  on  the  subject,  reject  many  of  these  additional  pieces,  but  still 
anadvisediy  admit  the  poems  entitled  Tht  Court  of  L0P9,  Thi  Complaint  of  tht  Black 
Knight^  CJkoMcer's  Dream,  flu  Flower  and  the  Leaf  and  The  Cuckoo  and  tke  Nightin- 
gale.  Of  these,  The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight  is  now  known  to  be  by  Lydgate ; 
'Hu  Flower  and  tk€  Leaf  oannot  be  earlier  than  1450,  and  was  probably  written,  as  it 
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purports  to  be,  by  a  lady ;  whilst  The  Court  of  Love  can  hardly  be  earlier  than  1500, 
and  Chaucer's  Dream  (so  called)  is  of  still  later  date.  Nothing  but  a  complete  igno- 
rance of  the  history  of  the  English  language  can  connect  these  6fteenth-century  and 
sixteenth-century  poems  with  Chaucer.  The  only  poem,  in  the  above  set,  which  can 
possibly  be  as  old  as  the  fourteenth  century,  is  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale^  There 
is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  it  with  Chaucer ;  and  Professor  Lounsbury 
decisively  rejects  it,  on  the  internal  evidence.  It  admits  a  few  rimes  (see  p.  xxii)  such 
as  Chaucer  nowhere  employs. 


GRAMMATICAL  HINTS. 

The  following  brief  hints  contain  but  a  minimum  of  information,  and  include 
nothing  that  should  not  be  extremely  ^miliar  to  the  student. 

Observe  that,  in  Chaucer's  English,  the  final  syllables  -e,  ^ed,  -en,  -es,  almost  ahrays 
form  a  distinct  and  separate  syllable,  so  that  a  large  number  of  words  had  then  a 
syllable  more  than  they  have  now.  Unless  this  rule  be  observed,  no  progress  in  the 
study  is  possible.  In  particular,  always  sound  this  final  -e  (like  the  a  in  China)  at  the 
end  of  a  line. 

Final  -e  is  elided,  or  slurred  over,  when  the  next  word  begins  with  a  vowel,  or  is  one 
of  certain  words  beginning  with  h,  viz.  (i)  a  pronoun,  SiS  he;  (2)  part  of  the  verb 
have;  (3)  the  adverbs  heer,  how;  (4)  mute  h  in  honour,  houre.  In  a  similar  position, 
final  -er,  -en,  -el,  -y  are  slurred  over  likewise ;  thus  get-en  is  TeaWygefn  in  1.  391!. 

Final  -e  is  sometimes  dropped  in  a  few  common  words,  such  as  were,  were,  hadde, 
had,  wolde,  would. 

Middle  -e-  is  also  sometimes  dropped,  as  in  havenes,  pronounced  (haavnez) ,  1.  407. 
But  treto-e-ly  (481)  is  trisyllabic. 

Tlie  reasons  for  sounding  the  final  -e,-en,  -es,  as  distinct  syllables,  are  grammatical. 
These  endings  represent  older  inflexions,  mostly  Anglo-Saxon ;  and  were  once,  in 
fact,  essential.  But,  in  Chaucer's  time,  they  were  beginning  to  disappear,  and  many 
are  now  lost  altogether. 

Final  -e.  The  various  sources  of  the  M.E.  (i.  e.  Middle-English)  final  -e  are, 
chiefly,  these  following. 

1.  The  A.S.  (Anglo-Saxon)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel.  Thus  A,S.  har-a,  a  hare,  became 
M.E.  har-e  (191). 

2.  The  A.F.  (Anglo-French)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel  which  was  formerly  sounded. 
Thus  A.F.  milodi-i  (four  syllables)  is  M.E.  melody-e  (four  syllables,  9). 

3.  l*he  dative  case  often  ends  in  -e,  especially  after  the  prepositions  at,  by,  for,  in,  of, 
on,  to.  Thus  rbt-e  (2)  is  the  dative  case  of  root,  a  root.  We  even  find  the  form  of  an 
oblique  case  used  as  a  nom.  case,  owing  to  confusion.  Thus  A.S.  kwelp,  a  whelp, 
makes  the  dat.  hwelp-e;  Chaucer  has  whelps  as  a  nominative  (257). 

4.  The  forms  hell-e  (so  in  A.S.) ,  sonn-e  (A.S.  sunn-an)  are  genitives  ;  see  Book  Duch. 
171 ;  A  1051.    Similarly  -y  represents  a  genitive  suffix  in  lad-y,  88,  695. 

5.  The  definite  form  of  the  adjective  (i.  e.  the  form  used  when  the  def.  art.  the  or  a 
possessive  or  demonstrative  pronoun  precedes  it)  ends  in  -e,    Ex. :  the  yong-e,  7. 

6.  The  adj.  pi.  ends  in  -^  /  as  smal-e,  9. 

1  The  numbers  refer  to  the  lines  of  The  Prologue  to  the  Canterbury  Tales;  see  p.  419. 
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7.  Even  the  adj.  sing,  may  end  in  -e  ;  as  swet-e  (5) ,  from  A.S.  swte,  sweet,  in  which 
the  final  -e  is  essential.    So  also  trettte,  from  A.S.  treowe ;  531. 

8.  Verbs :  the  infinitive  and  gerund  (with  to)  end  in  -en  or  -€;  as  H^itm-^,  4a ;  for 
to  rys-€,  33. 

9.  Strong  verbs:  the  pp.  (past  participle)  ends  in  -en  or  -e;  asy-roHn-e,  8. 

la  Weak  verbs :  the  pt.  t.  (past  tense)  ends  in  -ede,  -de,  -tt^-t;  as  sayde,  70.  Some- 
times in  -ed,  VAprov-td,  547.   Observe  lakk-&-de,  756;  iai^de,  97 ;  wet-te,  129;  toent-e^  78. 

zi.  Vertjs:  various  other  inflexions  va-tn  or-^.  Thus  siep-en^  3  p.  pr.  pi.,  10; 
wer-en,  1  p.  pt  pi.,  29 ;  ^ess-€,  1  p.  pr.  s.,  8a ;  smert-e,  3  p.  pr.  s.  subj.,  330,  Ac. 

za.  Adverbs  and  prepositions  may  end  in  -^ii  or -^z  as  aiov-en,  53;  aboui-e,  prep. 
158,  adv.  488. 

Pinal  -en.  The  suffix  -en  usually  denotes  either  (i)  the  pi.  sb.,  as  kos-en,  456; 
(3)  the  infin.  or  gerundial  infin.  of  a  verb,  as  to  wend-en,  21 ;  (3)  the  pp.  of  a  strong 
verb,  as  holp-en,  18;  (4)  the  pi.  of  any  tense  of  a  verb,  as  wer-en,  i  p.  pt.  pi.,  99;  (5) 
a  prep,  or  adverb,  as  abov-en,  53. 

Final  -68.  The  final  -es  denotes  either  (i)  the  gen.  sing.,  as  lord-es,  47;  (a)  the 
pi.  sb.,  as  skour-€S,  i ;  or  (3)  an  adverb,  as  thry-es,  563.  But  the  gen.  of  lady  is  iady; 
and  oi  fader  \s  fader.    And  the  plural  may  end  in  -j,  as  in  palmers,  13. 

The  student  should  endeavour  to  make  out,  in  eveiy  case,  the  reason  for  the  use  of 
final  -e,  -en,  or  -es.  He  will  thus  acquire  the  grammar.  The  above  hints  explain  most 
cases  that  can  arise. 

Further  notes.  Some  neuter  sbs.  do  not  change  in  the  plural,  as  hors,  pi. 
horSt   74.    So  also  neet,  sheep,  suyn,  yeer. 

Comparatives  end  in  -er,  as  grett-er,  adj.,  197;  or  -re,  as  fer-re,  adv.,  48,  Super- 
latives, in  -est,  occasional  del  form  -est-e,  as  best-e,  352.  Pronouns :  tho,  those ;  this, 
pi.  tkise,  these ;  thilie,  that ;  ilhe,  same.  Atte,  for  at  the.  Ye,  nom. ;  yow,  dat.  and 
ace.  you.  Hir,  their  (also  her);  hem,  them.  His,  his,  its.  Whiche,  what  sort  of,  40; 
what,  i.  e.  '  why,'  184 ;  T^ai  ,  ,  .  he,  who,  44,  45 ;  whc  so,  whoever,  741.  Men,  one, 
with  a  sing,  verb,  as  men  smoot,  one  smote,  149. 

Verbs.  Verbs  are  distinguished  as  being  weah  or  strong.  In  the  former,  the  pp. 
ends  in  -ed,  -d,  or  -/;  in  the  latter,  in  -en,  or  -e, 

A  simple  rule  is  this.  In  weak  verbs,  the  pt.  t.  ends  in  -ede  (rarely  -ed),  -de,  -te,  -e, 
so  that  the  final  -e  is  here  extremely  common,  but  it  does  not  appear  in  the  pp. ; 
eonversefy,  in  strong  verl>s,  it  is  the  pp.  that  ends  in  -en  or  -e,  which  never  appears  in 
the  first  or  third  person  singular  of  the  past  tense.  Ex.  went-e,  3  p.  pt.  s.,  78,  is 
a  weak  past  tense;  cla-d,  103,  is  a  weak  pp.  Conversely,  y-ronn-e,  8,  is  a  strong  pp. ; 
sleep,  98,  is  a  strong  pt  t  The  prefix  y-  (A.S.  ge-)  can  be  prefixed  to  any  pp.,  and 
makes  no  difference. 

Strong  verbs  usually  shew  vowel-change ;  thus  Hgan  (44)  is  the  pt.  t  of  biginnen. 
But  note  that  this  is  not  a  sure  guide ;  for  raugh-te  (136)  is  the  pt  t.  of  rech-en,  to 
reach,  and  is  weak.    Slep^n,  to  sleep,  pt.  t.  sleep,  is  strong. 

In  strong  verbs,  the  vowel  of  the  past  tense  is  changed,  sometimes.  In  the  plural. 
Thus  the  pt  t.  sing,  of  ryd-en,  to  ride,  is  rood,  169 ;  but  the  pi.  is  rid-en,  835.  The  pp. 
is  also  rid-en,  48. 

The  usual  formulae  for  the  conjugation  of  verbs  are  as  follows. 

Present  tense.    Sing,  -e,  -est,  -eth  {-th)  ;  pi.  -en  or  -e. 

Past  tense ;  weak  verbs.  Sing,  -ede  {-de  or  -ed) ,  -de,  -te,  -^  (in  persons  i  and  3) ; 
•edest,  '^st^  -test,  -est  (2  person) .    Plural,  -edtn,  -ede,  -de,  -den,  -ten,  -te,  -e  (all  persons). 
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Past  tense ;  strong  verbs.  Sing,  indie,  ho  suffix  (in  persons  i  and  3) ;  •<,  occa- 
sionally (2 person).    Sing.  subj.  -t  (all  persons).    Plural  of  both  moods:  -en^  -e. 

Imperative.  Sing.  2  person:  no  suffix  (usually);  •<  (in  some  weak  verbs). 
Plural,  2  person:  -/M,  -th;  (sometimes  -«). 

Infinitive :  -^n,  -€,  The  gerundial  infinitive  has  to  or  /or  to  prefixed,  and  often 
denotes  purpose* 

Participles.  Present :  -tug,  often  -tMgt  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Pp.  of  weak  verbs : 
-ed^  -d,  -/.    Pp.  of  strong  verbs :  -/«,  -e, 

N.B.  We  find  the  contracted  form  bit,  for  iiddeth,  in  the  3  p.  pr.  s.  indicative,  187. 

Similar  contractions  are  common ;  hence  hit  means  '  hidetb ' ;  rii  means  '  rideth ' ; 
sit, '  sitteth ' ;  Ut/  leadeth.'  B  1496 ;  &c 

Formation  of  Past  Tenses.  The  form  of  the  pt  t  of  a  weak  verb  depends  on 
the  form  of  its  stem.    There  are  three  classes  of  such  verbs. 

1.  Infin.  -ieu  ;  pt  -/rff  {-de) ,  or  -ed.  Thus  lov-ien,  to  love ;  pt.  t.  lov-tdt  {pronounud 
lurda),  or  lov-ed  (luved).    Compare  lakk-t-de,  756;  though  the  infin.  is  lakh-^n. 

2.  Infin.  -«ik;  pt  t  -de,  -te,  or  sometimes  (after  d  or  /)  -€;  without  vowel-change, 
except  such  as  is  due  to  contraction.  Ex.  Aer-en,  to  hear,  pt.  t  her-de;  kep-tn,  to 
keep,  pt  t.  kep-te:  led^tn,  to  lead,  pt.  t  lad-di  (short  for  If^d-dt),    Cf.  went-e,  went 

3.  Infin.  -en,  with  a  modified  vowel  in  the  infinitive,  the  root-vowel  appearing  in 
the  pt.  t.  and  pp.  Thus  the  root  SOK  (d  Gothic  sokjan,  to  seek)  appears  in  the 
A.S.  pt.  t.  sok-te,  pp.  soh-t,  M.E.  soght-e,  soghrt;  but  the  o  becomes  I  (as  in  K,%,fZt, 
foot,  p\, /it,  (eet)  in  the  infin.  sic-au,  M.&  sek-^u,  £.  seek.  Cf.  tell-en,  pt  t.  tol'de ; 
tech-en,  pt.  t.  ttutgh-te, 

N.B.  The  pp.  of  a  weak  verb  results  from  the  pt  t  by  dropping  -e  (unless  it  has 
been  dropped  already) ;  thus  pt  t.  tol-^  gives  pp.  tol-d, 

StronsT  verbs.  The  seven  conjugations  of  strong  verbs  are  given  in  my  Princi- 
ples of  Etymology.  I  take  as  representative  verbs  the  following :  /all,  shake,  bear,  give, 
drink,  drive,  choose,  A  more  usual  order  (though  it  makes  no  real  difference)  is 
I.  drive,  x  choose,  3.  drink,  4.  bear,  5.  give,  6.  shake,  7.  /all. 

The  '  principal  parts '  are :  (a)  the  infinitive ;  (b)  the  past  tense,  singular ;  (c)  the 
pt.  t  pi. ;  (d)  the  pp. 

1.  'Drive.'  Here  Chaucer  has:  (a)  tyd^n,  to  ride;  (b)  rood;  (c)  rldr^n;  (d) 
rid-en.  So  also  iyt-en,  bite,  rys-en,  rise,  shyn-en,  shine,  shsythen,  shrive,  smyt-en,  smite, 
vnyt-en,  write  1.    I  here  writer  to  denote  long  f. 

2.  'Choose.'    As:  (a)  seth-en,  to  seethe;  (b)  seeth;  (c,  d)  sod-en. 

3.  'Drink.'  As:  (a)  biginn-en:  (b)  bigan;  (c)  bigonnen;  (d)  bigomsun.  So  also 
driitken,  ginnem,  rinmon,  to  run,  singen,  springen,  swinken,  to  toil,  winnen,  delven, 
Jigkten  (pt  t  s,/aughf),  kelpen,  kerven,  tkresshen. 

4.  '  Bear.'  As :  (a)  ber-en  ;  (b)  bar:  (c)  ber-en;  (d)  bor-en.  So  also  breken,  skeren, 
stelen.    ComenY^tA:  (b)  com;  (c)  com-en;  (d)  cdm-en. 

5.  'Give.'  As:  (a)  yev-en,yiv-€n:  (b) ya/;  (c)yev-en;  .(d)  yiv-en.  So  also geten 
(PP'^^l^'f)'*  speken  \^p.^oken). 

6.  'Shake.'  As:  (a)  bak-en;  (b)  book;  (c)  bok^en;  (d)  bak-en.  So  a\ao  drawoem, 
shaken,  shaven,  stonden  (pt  t.  stood),  taken,  sweren  (pp.  swor-e). 

7.  •  Fall.'    As :  (a)  /all-en  ;  (b)  /il;  (c)  fill-en ;  (d)  /tUl-en.    So  kolden,  pt  t  hild; 

^  Chaucer's  Prologue  does  not  contain  specimens  of  all  the  parts  of  the  veibs  mentioned. 
Thus  athen  only  occurs  in  the  infinitive  (383) ;  however,  the  pi.  t.  seeth  occurs  elsewhere,  vix.  in 
the  Clerkes  Tale,  E  asj. 
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lei-€M,  pt.  t.  leei;  sli^n,  pt.  t.  sleep;  blawem, growen^  knSw-en,  pt.  t  biew,  Ac;  wep-em, 
pt  t.  ttir<^;  £00H^  pp.  y-gooH^  y^o,  s86.  Compare  the  complete  list  of  strong  M.E. 
verbs,  in  Specimens  of  English,  ed.  Morris  and  Skeat,  pt.  z. 

Anomalous  Verbs.  Among  these  note  the  following.  Been,  bem,  are.  Imper. 
pL.  beeiA,  beth,  be  ye.    Pp.  beefifbem,  been. 

Qm,  I  know;  pi.  connen;  pt.  t.  coude^  knew,  could:  pp.  couth,  known.  Dar, 
I  dare;  pt.  t.  dorste.  May,  I  may;  pi.  mowen;  subjunctive,  mowe,  pi.  mowen.  Moot,, 
I  must,  I  may,  be  must,  he  may ;  pi.  moten,  mote  ;  pt.  t.  moste.  OgfUe,  ought  Shal^ 
pi.  skmlleM,  skul;  pt.  t.  skolde.  Witeit,  to  know;  woat,  wot,  I  know,  he  knows  ;  pi. 
witen  (correctly;  but  Chaucer  also  has  ye  woot);  pt.  t.  wute,  knew;  pp.  vnst.  Wil, 
tool,  wole,  will ;  pi.  wolen,  wilen  ;  pt.  t.  wolde.     Thar,  needs ;  pt.  t.  thurte. 

Negatives.  Nan,  for  ne  am,  am  not ;  nis,  for  ne  is,  is  not ;  ntis,  was  not ;  nere, 
vttx^  not;  nadde,  had  not;  nil,  will  not;  nolde,  would  not;  noot,  I  know  not,  he 
knows  not;  niste,  knew  not;  ne  ,  ,  ,  ne,  neither,.  .  .  nor,  603.  Double  negatives, 
70,  71,  Ac. 

Adverbs.  End  in  -e,  as  dep^,  deeply ;  or  -fy,  as  subtil-fy ;  or  -e-ly,  as  treuh€~ly, 
truly;  or -*«,-*,  as  bi/or-en,  bifor-e;  or  in -^j,  as  tAry-es,  thrice.  Ther,  where,  547; 
tker  AT,  where  that,  34. 

PrepoBtttons.  End  in  -en,  -e,  -es:  &c.  Til,  lor  to,  before  a  vowel  With  adjoins 
its  verb;  791. 

METRE. 

Chaucer  was  our  first  great  metrist,  and  enriched  our  literature  with  several 
forms  of  metre  which  had  not  been  previously  employed  in  English.  These  he 
borrowed  chiefly  from  Guillaume  de  Machault,  who  made  use  of  stanzas  of  seven, 
eight,  and  nine  lines,  and  even  wrote  at  least  one  Compleint  in  the  'heroic* 
couplet 

The  metre  of  four  accents,  in  rimed  couplets,  had  been  in  use  in  English  long 
before  Chaucer's  time ;  and  he  adopted  it  in  translating  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose  (the 
original  being  in  the  same  metre),  in  the  Book  of  the  Duchesse,  and  in  the  House  of 
Fame. 

The  ballad-metre,  as  employed  in  the  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  is  also  older  than  his 
time.    In  fact,  this  Tale  is  a  burlesque  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  Romances. 

The  four-line  stanza,  in  the  Proverbes,  was  likewise  nothing  new. 

But  he  employed  the  following  metres,  in  English,  for  the  first  time. 

X.  The  8-Iine  stanza,  with  the  rimes  arranged  in  the  order  ababbcbe;  i.  e.  with  the 
first  line  (a)  riming  with  the  third  (a),  and  so  on.  Ezx.  AB.C. ;  The  Monkes  Tale ; 
The  Former  Age ;  Lenvoy  to  Bukton. 

1  b.  The  same,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.  Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune;  Compleint 
to  Venus ;  Balade  to  Rosemounde. 

a.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbce;  a  favourite  metre.  Exx.  Lyf  of 
Seint  Cecyle ;  Clerkes  Tale ;  Palamon  and  Arcite ;  (part  of)  Compleint  to  his  Lady ; 
An  Amorous  Compleint ;  Compleint  to  Pitd ;  (part  -of)  Anelida ;  The  Wretched 
Engendring  of  Mankind ;  The  Man  of  LawesTale ;  (part  of)  The  Compleint  of  Mars ; 
Troilus  and  Criseyde ;  Wordes  to  Adam ;  (part  of)  The  Parlement  of  Foules ;  (parts 
of)  The  Canterbury  Tales ;  Lenvoy  to  Scogan. 

2  b.  The  same  7-line  stanza,  tbrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.    Exx.  Against  Women 
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Unconstaunt ;  Compleint  to  his  Purse ;  Lak  of  Sted&stnesse ;  Gentilesse ;  Truth.    Also 
in  the  Legend  of  Good  Women.  249-969. 

2  c.  The  7-line  stanza,  ¥ntb  the  rimes  dbabbab,    Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune. 

3.  Terza  Rima.    Only  a  few  lines :  in  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

4.  The  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabcddc.    In  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

5.  The  9>line  stanza,  aabaabbab.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  b.  The  same,  with  internal  rimes.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  c.  The  same  as  5,  but  thrice  repeated.    Only  in  Womanly  Noblesse. 

6.  Two  stanzas  of  z6  lines  each;  with  the  rimes  aaaibaaab  •  bbbakbba.  Only  in 
Anelida. 

7.  The  9-line  stanza,  aabaabbcc»    Only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Compleint  of  Mars. 

8.  The  roundel.    In  the  Parlement  of  Foules;  and  Merciless  Beauti. 

9.  The  heroic  couplet.  In  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  and  parts  of  the  Canter- 
bury Tales. 

10.  A  6-Iine  stanza,  repeated  six  times ;  with  the  rimes  ababcb.  Only  in  the  Envoy 
to  the  Clerkes  Tale. 

11.  A  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabbaai.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  the  Compleint  of  Venus. 

12.  A  6-line  stanza,  ababaa.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Womanly  Noblesse. 

13.  A  5-line  stanza,  aabba.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse. 

The  following  pieces  are  in  prose.  The  Tale  of  Melibeus.  The  Persones  Tale. 
The  translation  of  Boethius,  De  Consolatione  Philosopbiae.  The  Treatise  on  the 
Astrolabe. 

VERSIFICATION. 

Some  lines  drop  the  first  syllable,  and  the  first  foot  contains  one  syllable  only ; 
as :  Ging  |  len  in,  &c.  17a 

Many  rimes  are  double,  as  chisire,  aistre,  i8z ;  Rom^,  id  me,  671 ;  nom-es,  noom  is,  523. 
Always  sound  final  -e  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Rimes  may  be  treble,  as  a^Huc^dr'i-es, 
letu-^'P^s,  425 ;  so  at  11.  907,  513, 709.    Compare  the  Grammatical  Hints. 

Caesura.  The  caesura,  or  middle  pause,  allows  extra  syllables  to  be  preserved. 
Tnus,  at  1.  293,  we  have :  — 

For  him  was  16ver — hav'  4t  his  b6ddes  h6ed. 

The  pause  gives  time  for  the  -<r,  of  lhh€r.    Similarly,  we  may  preserve  the  -*r  of 
delw-er,  84 ;  -e  in  mor-e,  98 ;  -/in  curUisy-e,  132 ;  -«*  (=^)  in  car^U,  13a 
Compare  also :  — 

With-6ut-e  bak-e  met-e  —  was  nev'r  his  hous ;    343. 
Th4t  I  no  drdp-e  —  ne  fill'  upon  hir  brest ;   131. 

The  syllables  -er,  -tn,  -el,  -ed,  before  a  vowel,  or  h  (in  he,  &c.),  are  light,  and  do  not 
always  count  in  scansion ;  see  11.  84,  291,  996,  334,  &c.  Cf.  ma\rty  a  breem  \  ;  35a 
Read  the  lines  deliberately,  and  remember  the  old  pronunciation. 

Accent.  Variable,  in  some  words ;  cL  miller,  545,  with  the  archaic  trisyllabic 
mil'Ur-e,  541.  Also,  in  French  words,  we  have  h&nour,  582 ;  but  the  archaic  kondur, 
46.    Cf.  licbur,  3 ;  vertA,  4. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

The  M.E  pronunciation  was  widely  different  from  the  present,  especially  in  the 
vowel-sounds.    The  sounds  of  the  vowels  were  nearly  as  in  French  and  Italian. 
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They  can  be  denoted  by  phonetic  invariabU  symbols,  enclosed  within  marks  of 
parenthesis.    Convenient  phonetic  symbols  are  these  following. 

Vowels,  (aa),  as  a  in  father;  (a)  short,  as  0  in  aha  I  (ae),  open  long  ^,  as  a  in 
Mary ;  (e),  open  short  ^,  as  ^  in  b^ ;  (ee),  close  long  ^,  as  e  in  v^il ;  (i)  short,  as  F.  i 
y  in  fim,  or  (nearly)  as  £.  i  in  m ;  (ii),  as  te  in  Aee^  \  (ao),  open  long  <?,  as  aw  in  saw  ; 
(o)  open  short  o,  bs  o  in  nai\  (00),  close  long  <?,  as  ^  in  n^te,  or  0  in  German  'so*', 
(u).  as  «  in  iuW ;  (uu),  as  00  in  f^i^l ;  (a),  as  F.  «  in  F. '  6c» ' ;  (a*),  as  long  G.  U  in  G. 
*grfin.'    Also  (a),  as  final  a  in  China. 

Diphthong,  (ai),  as^  in  fl^ ;  (au),  as  ow  in  no^v;  (ei) ,  as  W  in  vWl ;  (oi),  as  oi  in 
btfil.     _ 

Consonants  (special),  (k),  as  r  in  ^at;  (s),  as  c  in  dty;  (ch),  as  in  cAvLich', 
(tch),  as  in  oAich;  (th),  as  th  in  Min ;  (dh),  as  th  in  Men.  Also  (h),  when  not  initial, 
to  denote  a  guttural  sound,  like  G.  ch  in  NarAt,  XAchK^  but  weaker,  and  varying  with 
the  preceding  vowel. 

An  accent  is  denoted  by  (').  as  in  M.E.  name  (naa'ma). 

By  help  of  these  symbols,  it  is  possible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  M.E.  symbols 
employed  by  the  scribes  in  Chaucer's  Tales.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sounds 
they  denote.  The  letters  in  thick  type  are  the  letters  actually  employed;  the  letters 
within  parenthesis  denote  the  sounds^  as  above. 

Observe  that  long  '  p,'  also  written  '  6,'  means  the  same  as  (ao)  ;  and  long  '  ^,'  also 
written  '  ^,'  means  the  same  as  (ae). 

a  short,  (a).  Ex.  al  (al)  ;  as  (az).  N.B.  The  modem  a  in  cat  (kaet)  is  denoted  by 
(ae).  and  does  not  occur  in  Chaucer. 

a  long,  (aa).  (1)  at  the  end  of  a  syllable;  as  age  (aa'ja)  ;  (2)  before  s  or  ce ;  as 
cat  {kaasyf/ace  (faa'sa). 

fid,  ay  (ei),  originally  perhaps  (ai)  ;  but  ai  and  ei,  both  being  pronounced  as  (ei), 
had  already  been  confixsed,  and  invariably  rime  together  in  Chaucer.  Cf.  E./-a/, 
prey. 

au,  aw  (au).    Ex.  avaunt  (avau'nt) ;  awe  (au'a). 

c,  as  (k),  except  before  e  and  i;  as  (s),  before  e  and  i. 

ch  (ch) ;  och  (tch). 

e  short,  (e).    Ex./^M^^j  (fedh'rez);  middle  r  dropped. 

e  final,  (a)  ;  and  often  dropped  or  elided  or  very  lightly  touched. 

e  long  and  open,  (ae).    Sometimes  denoted  by  '^ '  or  '  ^^.'    Ex.  cletie  (klae'na). 

e  long  and  close,  (ee).    Ex.  stoete  (swee'ta)  ;  we^  (weep). 

ei,  ey  (ei),    Ex.  streit  (streit)  ;  zttey  (wei). 

fir  hard,  i.  e.  (g),  except  before  e  and  i  ;  (j) ,  before  e  and  i.  Ex. go  (gao)  ;  age  (aa  "ja) . 

ffh  (h),G.  ch.  Ex.  light  (liiht).  The  vowel  was  at  first  short,  then  half-long  (as 
probably  in  Chaucer),  then  wholly  long,  when  the  (h)  dropped  out.  Later,  (ii)  became 
(ei)  and  is  now  (ai). 

firn  (n),  with  long  preceding  vowel ;  as  digne  (dii'na). 

1  short,  (i).  As  F.  i  in  fini ;  but  often  as  E.  Mn  i/i ;  the  latter  is  near  enough.  So 
also  y,  when  short,  as  in  many  (man*i). 

ii  7  long,  (ii).    Elx.  /  (ii)  ;  melodye  (m^l'odii'd). 

ie  (ee),  the  same  as  ee,    Ex.  mischief  (mischeef). 

I  consonantal,  (j).  Ex.  lay  (jei)  ;  luge  (jU'ja).  So  in  the  MSS.;  but  here  printed 
•j.'asin/<9^(jei). 

top  often  vocalic  (1),  as  in  E.  temple  (temp'l).    But  note  stables  (staa'blez). 
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ng  (ngg) ;  always  as  in  K  Unger,    Ex.  iAut^  (thingg), 

o  short,  (o) ,  as  in  </  (ov) .  But  as  (pu)  before  ^A,  And  maig  parHcularfy,  tbat  it  is 
always  (u) ,  i.  e.  as  « in  firll,  wherever  it  has  a  sound  like  u  in  mod.  E.,  as  in  company, 
son^  monk,  cousin,  &c.    Ex.  sonme  (sun*n9),  monk  (mungk),  moche  (mucha). 

o  long  and  open,  (ao).  Sometimes  denoted  by  'p '  or  '  pp.*  Ex.  go  (gao) ;  sioom 
(staon). 

O  long  and  close,  (oo).    Ex.  soU  (soo'ta)  ;  hood  (hood). 

ol,  oy  (oi). 

OU.  ow  (uu)  ;  as  mjtour  (Huur)  ;  now  (nuu).    Rarely  (pu),  as  in  sonle  (spula). 

Offh  (puh),  with  open  tf,  as  in  E.  nott  followed  by  short  (u). 

OUffh  (uuh) :  with  uu  as  in  'E./bol  (fixul) ;  or  as  Offh. 

r  is  always  strongfy  trilled,    88h  (shsh) ,  as  \nfresskt  (fresh'sha) . 

U  short,  (a)  ;  French ;  as  vajust  (jast).    Rarely  (u).  as  in  ^r#/  (kut)  ;  English. 

U  long,  (ii'),  as  in  nature  (nattt'ra)  ;  French. 

we  final,  (w3),  but  often  merely  (u).    Ex.  armes  (arwez) ;  bowe  (baou'a,  bpu'a)  ; 
morwe  (moru)  ;  so  blew  (blee'u). 

N.B.  Open  long  e  (ae)  often  arises  from  A.S.  a,  ea,  or  lengthening  of  /.  Ex.  w^re 
(waera),  A.S.  war  on  ;  f{A  (aek),  A.S.  eac  ;  spoken  (spaekan),  A.S.  sprecan.  Open  long^ 
(ao)  often  arises  from  A.S.  a,  or  lengthening  of  o,  Ex./^  (^o),  A.S.  /a;  fpen,AJ8. 
open.  Chaucer  reftiuns  trom  riming  open  long  e  (ae),  when  arising  fi-om  A.S.  ea,  or 
lengthening  of  e,  with  the  close  e  arising  ftx>m  A.S.  e  or  eo.  But  there  is  some  uncer- 
tainty about  the  quality  of  the  e  arising  from  A.S.  ^,  or  from  mutation. 

The  occurrence  of  rimes  such  as  Chaucer  never  employs  furnishes  an  easy  test  for 
poems  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  his  on  insufficient  grounds.  Thus,  in  The 
Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale,  stanza  13,  ^^^/r  rimes  with  been;  whereas  the  form  green 
never  occurs  in  Chaucer,  who  always  employs  gren-e  (gree'na)  as  a  dissyllable,  in 
accordance  with  its  etymology  from  A.S.  grene.  In  the  same  poem,  upon  rimes  with 
mon,  a  man  (stanza  17)  ;  but  Chaucer  knows  nothing  of  such  a  form  as  mon. 

Non-Chaucerian  rimes  occur  in  large  numbers  in  Fragment  B  of  the  Romaunt  of 
the  Rose. 


ERRATA. 

P.  135.  col.  2. 1.  ao6 ;  for  coniuracion  read  conjuracion. 
P.  2X5«  1.  684.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  2x6. 1. 766.    Alter  the  note  of  interrogation  to  a  comma. 
P.  226. 1.  358.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  29a  1. 1171 ;  for  wrong,  and  seyde  r«<M/ wronge,  and  scyd, 
P.  59a.  1.  2076 ;  for  But  if  read  But*if. 


THE   ROMAUNT  OF  THE   ROSE. 
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Words  and  syllables  enclosed  within  square  brackets  are  sapplied  by  the  Editor. 
Beadlngs  marked  with  on  obelus  (f)  axe  doubtftd,  and  are  accounted  for  in  the 
Appendix. 

[Only  thrte  Fragmetds  cffkU  translation  have  come  dofvn  to  ue,  Ofihent^  Fragment  A 
is  &y  Chancer ;  Fragment  B  i«  &y  a  Northerner ^  and  has  many  corrupt  readings;  whilst 
Fragment  C  is  of  doubtful  origin,  and  I  do  not  feel  sure  that  it  is  Chaucer's.] 
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Mavy  men  seyn  that  in  sweveninges 

Ther  nis  but  fables  and  lesinges ; 

But  men  may  somme  'f'swevenes  seen, 

Which  hardely  fne  false  been, 

But  afterward  ben  apparaunte.  5 

This  may  I  drawe  to  waraunte 

An  authour,  that  hight  M aerobes. 

That  halt  not  dremes  false  ne  lees, 

But  undoth  us  the  avisioun 

That  whylom  mette  king  Cipioun.  10 

And  who-so  sayth,  or  weneth  it  be 
A  jape,  or  elles  [a]  nycetee 
To  wene  that  dremes  after  falle. 
Let  who-so  liste  a  fool  me  calle. 
For  this  trowe  I,  and  say  for  me,  15 

That  dremes  signifiaunce  be 
Of  good  and  harme  to  many  wightes, 
That  dremen  in  her  slepe  a-nightes 
FqI  many  thinges  covertly. 
That  fallen  after  al  openly.  20 

The  Dream. 

Within  my  twenty  yere  of  age, 
Whan  that  Love  taketh  his  corage 
Of  yonge  folk,  I  wente  sone 
To  bedde,  as  I  was  wont  to  done. 
And  fast  I  f  sleep  ;  and  in  sleping,         a$ 
Me  mette  swiche  a  swevening. 


That  lykede  me  wonders  wel ; 

But  in  that  sweven  is  never  a  del 

Tbat  it  nis  afterward  befalle, 

Bight  as  this  dreem  wol  telle  us  alle.    30 

Now  this  dreem  wol  I  ryme  aright. 

To  make  your  hertes  gaye  and  light ; 

For  Love  it  prayeth,  and  also 

Gommaundeth  me  that  it  be  "BO. 

And  if  ther  any  aske  me,  35 

Whether  that  it  be  he  or  she, 

How  [that]  this  book  [the]  which  is  here 

Shall  t  bote,  that  I  rede  you  here  ; 

It  is  the  Romance  of  the  Bose, 

In  which  al  the  art  of  love  I  dose.         40 

The  mater  fair  is  of  to  make ; 
God  graunte  in  gree  that  she  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnen  is ! 
And  that  is  she  that  hath,  y-wis, 
So  mochel  prys ;  and  ther-to  she  45 

So  worthy  is  biloved  be, 
That  she  wel  oughte,  of  prys  and  right. 
Be  doped  Bose  of  every  wight. 

That  it  was  May  me  thoughte  tho. 
It  is  fyve  yere  or  more  ago ;  50 

That  it  was  May,  thus  dremed  me, 
In  tyme  of  love  and  jolitee. 
That  al  thing  ginneth  waxen  gay, 
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For  ther  is  neither  bosk  nor  liay 

In  May,  that  it  nil  shrouded  been,         55 

And  it  with  newe  leves  wreen. . 

These  wodes  eek  reooveren  grene, 

Tliat  diye  in  winter  been  to  sene  ; 

And  th'  erthe  wexeth  proud  withalle, 

For  swote  dewes  that  on  it  falle,  60 

And  [al]  the  pore  estat  forget 

In  which  that  winter  hadde  it  set ; 

And  than  bicometh  the  ground  so  proud 

That  it  wol  have  a  newe  shroud, 

And  maketh  so  quejmt  his  robe  and  fayr  65 

That  it  f  hath  hewes  an  hundred  payr 

Of  gnus  and  floures,  inde  and  pers, 

And  many  hewes  ful  dyvers : 

That  is  the  robe  I  mene,  y-wis, 

Through  which  the  ground  toprei8enis.70 

The  briddes,  that  han  left  hir  song, 
Whyl  they  han  sufFred  cold  so  strong 
In  wedres  grille,  and  derk  to  sighte, 
Ben  in  May,  for  the  sonne  brighte, 
So  glade,  that  they  shewe  in  singing,     75 
That  in  hir  herte  is  swich  lyking, 
That  they  mote  singen  and  be  light. 
Than  doth  the  nightingale  hir  might 
To  make  noyse,  and  singen  bljrthe. 
Than  is  bli^Ful,  many  a  sytho,  80 

The  chelaundre  and  the  papingay. 
Than  yonge  folk  entendon  ay 
For  to  ben  gay  and  amorous. 
The  tyme  is  than  so  savorous. 
Hard  is  his  herte  that  loveth  nought     85 
In  May,  whan  al  this  mirth  is  wrought ; 
Whan  he  may  on  these  braunchea  here 
The  smale  briddes  singen  clere 
Hir  blisful  swete  song  pitous ; 
And  in  this  sesoun  delitous,       •  90 

Whan  love  aifrayeth  alio  thing. 
Me  thoughte  a-night,  in  my  sloping. 
Right  in  my  bed,  ful  redily, 
That  it  was  by  the  morowe  erly, 
And  up  I  roos,  and  gan  me  clothe ;        95 
Auoon  I  wissh  myn  hondes  bothe ; 
A  sylvre  nedle  forth  I  drogh 
Out  of  an  aguiler  queynt  y-nogh, 
And  gan  this  nedle  threde  anon ; 
For  out  of  toun  me  list  to  gon  100 

The  sowne  of  briddes  for  to  here, 
That  on  thise  f  busshes  singen  clera 
And  in  the  swete  sesoun  that  Icof  is, 
With  a  threde  basting  my  slevis, 


Aloon  I  wente  in  my  playing,  105 

The  smale  foules  song  harkning ; 

That  peyned  hem  ful  many  a  payre 

To  singe  on  bowes  blosmed  fayre. 

Jolif  and  gay,  ful  of  gladnesse. 

Toward  a  river  fl  gan  me  dresse,  no 

That  I  herde  renne  faste  by ; 

For  fairer  playing  non  saugh  I 

Than  plajren  me  by  that  riveer. 

For  from  an  hille  that  stood  ther  neer 

Cam  doun  the  streem  ful  stif  and  bold.  1 15 

Cleer  was  the  water,  and  as  cold 

As  any  welle  is,  sooth  to  seyne ; 

And  somdel  lasse  it  was  than  Seine, 

But  it  was  straighter  wel  away. 

And  never  saugh  I,  er  that  day,  1 3t> 

The  water  that  so  wel  lyked  me ; 

And  wonder  glad  was  I  to  see 

That  lusty  place,  and  that  riveer ; 

And  with  that  water  that  ran  so  cleer 

My  face  I  wissh.    Tho  saugh  I  wol        1 25 

The  botme  paved  everydel 

With  gravel,  ful  of  st-ones  shene. 

The  medewe  softe,  swote,  and  grene. 

Beet  right  on  the  water-syde. 

Ful  cleer  was  than  the  morow-tyde,      130 

And  ful  attempre,  out  of  drede. 

Tho  gan  I  walke  through  the  mode, 

Doun  ward  ay  in  my  pleying, 

The  river-syde  costeying. 

The  Garden. 
And  whan  I  had  a  whyle  goon,  155 

I  saugh  a  Gahdin  right  anoon, 
Ful  long  and  brood,  and  everydel 
fEnclos  it  was,  and  walled  wel. 
With  hye  walles  embatailled. 
Portrayed  without,  and  wel  entailled  140 
With  nuuiy  riche  portraitures  ; 
And  bothe  images  and  peyntures 
Gan  I  biholde  bisily. 
And  I  wol  telle  you,  redily, 
Of  thilke  images  the  semblaunce,  145 

Ae  fer  as  I  have  remembraunoe. 

Hate. 

A-midde  saugh  I  Hats  stonde, 
That  for  hir  wrathe,  ire,  and  onde, 
Semed  to  been  a  fmoveresse, 
An  angry  wight,  a  chideresse  ;  150 

And  ful  of  gyle,  and  fel  corage. 
By  semblaunt  was  that  ilke  image. 
And  she  was  no-thing  wel  arrayed, 
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Bat  \yk  a  vmod  -wonmian  afirayed ; 
Y-frouncod  fotile  was  hir  visage,  155 

And  grenning  for  dispitoTis  rage  ; 
Hir  nose  snortod  tip  for  tene. 
Fal  hidona  was  she  for  to  sene, 
Fal  foul  and  rusty  was  she,  this. 
Hir  heed  y-writhen  was,  y-wis,  160 

Fnl  grimly  with  a  greet  towayle. 

Felonye. 
An  image  of  another  entayle, 
A  lift  half,  was  hir  faste  hy  : 
Hir  name  above  hir  heed  sangh  I, 
And  she  was  called  FuiOhtv.  165 

Vllanye. 

Anotiier  image,  that  Vii^xtk 
T-deped  was,  sangh  I  and  fond 
Upon  the  walle  on  hir  right  hond. 
Vilanye  was  lyk  somdel 
Thai  other  image ;  and,  tmsteth  wel,  170 
She  semed  a  wilcked  creature. 
By  coontenannce,  in  portraytnre, 
She  semed  be  fnl  despitons, 
And  e^  fal  proad  and  oatrageous. 
Wel  coade  he  peynte,  I  ondertako,       175 
That  swiche  image  coude  make. 
Fal  foul  and  cherliah  semed  she, 
And  eek  vilaynoos  for  to  be, 
And  litel  coade  of  nortare, 
To  worshipe  any  creature.  180 

Coveityse. 

And  next  was  peynted  CovKrrrsK, 
That  eggeth  folk,  in  many  gyse. 
To  take  and  yeve  right  nought  ageyn, 
And  grete  tresours  up  to  leyn. 
And  that  is  she  that  for  usure  185 

Leneth  to  many  a  creature 
The  lasse  for  the  more  winning, 
So  ooveitous  is  her  brenning. 
And  that  is  she,  for  penyes  fele. 
That  techeth  for  to  robbe  and  stele      190 
These  theves,  and  these  smale  harlotes  ; 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  hir  throtes 
Fnl  many  oon  hangeth  at  the  laste. 
She  maketh  folk  compasse  and  caste 
To  taken  other  folkes  thing,  195 

Through  robberie,  or  fmiscounting. 
And  that  is  she  that  maketh  trechoures ; 
And  she  [that]  maketh  false  pledoures, 
That  with  hir  termes  and  hir  domes 
Doon  maydens,  children,  and  eek  groxnes 
Hir  heritage  to  forgo.  901 


Ful  croked  were  hir  hondes  two ; 

For  Coveityse  is  ever  wood 

To  grypen  other  folkes  good. 

Coveityse,  for  hir  winning,  2t?5 

Ful  leef  hath  other  mennes  thing. 

Avarice. 

Another  image  set  sangh  I 
Next  Coveityse  faste  by, 
And  she  was  cleped  Avahick. 
Fal  foul  in  peynting  was  that  vice ;      210 
Ful  sad  and  caytif  was  she  eek, 
And  al-eo  grene  as  any  leek. 
So  yvel  hewed  was  hir  colour, 
Hir  semed  have  lived  in  langour. 
She  was  lyk  thing  for  hungre  deed,      2 1 5 
That  ladde  hir  lyf  only  by  breed 
Kneden  with  eisel  strong  and  egre ; 
And  therto  she  was  lene  and  megre. 
And  she  was  clad  ful  povrely, 
Al  in  an  old  torn  fcourtepy,  220 

As  she  were  al  with  dogges  torn  ; 
And  bothe  bihinde  and  eek  bifom 
Clouted  was  she  beggarly. 
A  mantel  heng  hir  faste  by, 
Upon  a  perche,  weyke  and  smalle ;       225 
A  bumet  cote  heng  therwithalle, 
Furred  with  no  menivere, 
But  with  a  furre  rough  of  here, 
Of  lambe-skinnes  hevy  and  blake ; 
It  was  ful  old,  I  undertake.  230 

For  Avarice  to  clothe  hir  wel 
Ne  hasteth  hir,  never  a  del ; 
For  certeynly  it  were  hir  loth 
To  weren  ofte  that  ilke  cloth ; 
And  if  it  were  forwered,  she  235 

Wolde  have  ful  greet  necessitee 
Of  clothing,  er  she  bonghte  hir  newe, 
Al  were  it  bad  of  wolle  and  hewe. 
This  Avarice  held  in  hir  hande 
A  purs,  that  heng  [doun]  by  a  bande ;    240 
And  that  she  hidde  and  bond  so  stronge, 
Men  must  abyde  wonder  longe 
Out  of  that  purs  er  ther  come  ought, 
For  that  ne  cometh  not  in  hir  thought ; 
It  was  not,  certein,  hir  entente  245 

That  fro  that  purs  a  peny  wente. 

Envye. 

And  by  that  image,  nygh  y-nough, 
Was  fpeynt  Evvte,  that  never  lough, 
Nor  never  wel  in  herte  ferde 
Bai-if  she  oa^er  saugh  or  herde  250 
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Som  greet  muchannce,  or  greet  diseae. 
No-thing  may  so  moch  hir  pleee 
As  misohef  and  misaventnre  ; 
Or  whan  she  seeth  duoomfitnre 
fOn  any  worthy  man  [to]  falle,  255 

Than  lyketh  hir  [fnl]  wel  withalle. 
She  is  fnl  glad  in  hir  corage, 
If  she  see  any  greet  linage 
Be  brought  to  nought  in  shamftil  wyse. 
And  if  a  man  in  honour  lyse,  260 

Or  by  his  witte,  or  by  prowesse, 
Of  that  hath  she  gret  hevinesse  ; 
For,  tmsteth  wel,  she  goth  nigh  wood 
When  any  chaunoe  happeth  good. 
Envye  is  of  swich  crueltee,  265 

That  feith  ne  trouthe  holdeth  she 
To  freend  ne  folawe,  bad  or  good. 
Ne  she  hath  kin  noon  of  hir  blood, 
That  she  nis  ful  hir  enemy ; 
She  nolde,  I  dar  seyn  hardely,  ajo 

Hir  owne  fader  ferde  weL 
And  sore  abyeth  she  everydel 
Hir  malice,  and  hir  maltalent : 
For  she  is  in  so  greet  turment 
And  hath  such    [wo],  whan    folk  doth 
good,  275 

That  nigh  she  melteth  for  pure  wood ; 
Hir  herte  kerveth  and  *[  to-breketh 
That  god  the  peple  wel  awreketh. 
Envye,  y-wis,  shal  never  lette 
Som  blame  upon  the  folk  to  sette.        aSo 
I  trowe  that  if  Envye,  y-wis, 
Knewe  the  beste  man  that  is 
On  this  syde  or  biyond  the  see, 
Yit  somwhat  lakken  him  wolde  she. 
And  if  he  were  so  hende  and  wys,         385 
That  she  ne  mighte  al  abate  his  prys, 
Yit  woldo  she  blame  his  worthinesse, 
Or  by  hir  wordes  make  it  lesse. 
I  saugh  Envye,  in  that  pesmting, 
Hadde  a  wonderful  loking ;  290 

For  she  ne  loked  but  awry, 
Or  overthwart,  al  baggingly. 
And  she  hadde  [eek]  a  foul  usage ; 
She  mighte  loke  in  no  visage 
Of  man  or  womman  forth-right  pleyn,  295 
But  shette  oon  y§  for  disdeyn  ; 
So  for  envye  brenned  she 
"Whan  she  mighte  any  man  [y]-8ee, 
That  fair,  or  worthy  were,  or  wys. 
Or  elles  stood  in  folkes  pxys.  300 


Sorowe. 
SoRows  was  peynted  next  Envye 

Upon  that  walle  of  masonrye. 

But  wel  was  seen  in  hir  colour 
That  she  hadde  lived  in  langour ; 

Hir  semed  hav8  the  Jannyce.  305 

Nought  half  so  pale  was  Avaryoe, 
Nor  no-thing  lyk,  [as]  of  lenesse  ; 
For  sorowe,  thought,  and  greet  distressc, 
That  she  hadde  suffred  day  and  night 
Made  hir  ful  yelwe,  and  no-thing  bright, 
Ful  &de,  pale,  and  megre  also.  311 

Was  never  wight  yit  half  so  wo 
As  that  hir  semed  for  to  be. 
Nor  so  fulfilled  of  ire  as  she. 
I  trowe  that  no  wight  mighte  hir  ple8e,3t5 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  mi^^hte  hir  ese ; 
Nor  she  ne  wolde  hir  sorowe  slake. 
Nor  comfort  noon  unto  hir  take ; 
So  depe  was  hir  wo  bigonnen. 
And  eek  hir  herte  in  angre  ronnen,      330 
A  sorowful  thing  wel  semed  she. 
Nor  she  hadde  no-thing  slowe  be 
For  to  forcraochen  al  hir  face. 
And  for  to  ')*rende  in  many  place 
Hir  clothes,  and  for  to  tere  hir  swire,  325 
As  she  that  was  fulfilled  of  iie  ; 
And  al  to-torn  lay  eek  hir  here 
Aboute  hir  shuldres,  here  and  there. 
As  she  that  hadde  it  al  to-rent 
For  angre  and  for  maltalent.  330 

And  eek  I  telle  you  oerteynly 
How  that  she  weep  fhl  tenderly. 
In  world  nis  wight  so  hard  of  herte 
That  hadde  seen  hir  sorowes  smerte. 
That  nolde  have  had  of  hir  pitee,  335 

So  wo-bigoon  a  thing  was  she. 
She  al  to-dasshte  hir-self  for  wo, 
And  smoot  togider  hir  handes  two. 
To  sorwe  was  she  ful  ententyf, 
That  wofal  recchelees  caityf  j  340 

Hir  roughte  litel  of  ploying. 
Or  of  clipping  or  [of]  kbsing ; 
For  who-so  sorweful  is  in  herte 
Him  liste  not  to  pleye  ne  st«rte. 
Nor  for  to  daunsen,  ne  to  singe,  345 

Ne  may  his  herte  in  temper  bringo 
To  make  joye  on  even  or  morowe ; 
For  joye  is  contraire  unto  sorowe. 

Elde. 

Elde  was  i>^ynted  after  this, 
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That  shorter  -was  a  foot,  y-wis,  550 

Than  she  was  wont  in  her  yonghede. 
Unnethe  hir-self  she  mighte  fede ; 
So  feble  and  eek  so  old  was  she 
That  faded  was  al  hir  beantee. 
Fol  salowe  was  waxen  hir  oolour,  555 

Hir  heed  for-hoor  was,  whyt  as  flour. 
T-wis,  gret  qualm  ne  were  it  noon, 
Xe  sinne,  although  hir  lyf  were  gon. 
Al  woxen  was  hir  body  unwelde. 
And  dxye,  and  dwyned  al  for  elde.       360 
A  fool  forwelked  thing  was  she 
That  whylom  ronnd  and  softe  had  be. 
Hir  ores  shoken  fast  withalle, 
As  from  her  heed  they  wolde  falle. 
Hir  tskce  frounced  and  forpyned,  365 

And  bothe  hir  hondes  lorn,  fordwyned. 
So  old  she  was  that  she  ne  wente 
A  foot,  but  it  were  by  potente. 

Time. 
The  Tyue,  that  jxasseth  night  and  day, 
And  restelees  travayleth  ay,  370 

And  steleth  from  us  so  prively, 
That  to  us  semeth  sikerly 
That  it  in  oon  point  dwelleth  ever, 
And  certes,  it  ne  resteth  never. 
But  goth  BO  faste,  and  passeth  ay,         375 
That  ther  nis  man  that  thinke  may 
What  tyme  that  now  present  is  : 
Asketh  at  these  derkes  this ; 
For  [er]  men  thinke  it  redily, 
Three  tymes  been  y-passed  l^y.  380 

The  tyme,  that  may  not  sojoume. 
But  goth,  and  fnever  may  retoume, 
As  water  that  doun  renneth  ay, 
But  never  droi>e  retoume  may ; 
Ther  may  no-thing  as  tyme  endure,     385 
Metal,  nor  erthely  creature  ; 
For  aUe  thing  it  fret,  and  shal : 
The  tyme  eek,  that  chaungeth  al. 
And  al  doth  waze  and  fostred  be. 
And  aUe  thing  distroyeth  he  :  390 

The  tyme,  that  eldeth  our  auncessours 
And  eldeth  kinges  and  emperouis, 
And  that  us  alle  shal  overcomen 
£r  that  deeth  us  shal  have  nomen  : 
The  tyme,  that  hath  al  in  welde  395 

To  elden  folk,  had  maad  hir  elde 
So  inly,  that,  to  my  witing, 
She  mighte  helpe  hir-self  no-thing, 
But  turned  ageyn  unto  childhede ; 


She  had  no-thing  hir-self  to  lede,         400 
Ne  wit  ne  pith  in[with]  hir  holde 
More  than  a  child  of  two  yeer  olde. 
But  natheles,  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  fair  sumtyme,  and  fresh  to  see, 
Wluui  she  was  in  hir  rightfol  age  :       405 
But  she  was  past  al  that  passage 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bioomen. 
A  furred  ooi>e  on  had  she  nomen  ; 
Wei  had  she  clad  hir-self  and  warm, 
For  cold  mighte  elles  doon  hir  harm.  410 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  colde, 
Hir    kind   is    swiche,  whan    th^    ben 
olde. 

Pope-holy* 
Another  thing  was  doon  ther  write, 
That  semede  lyk  an  ipocrite. 
And  it  was  oleped  Pops-holy.  415 

That  Uke  is  she  that  prively 
Ne  spajreth  never  a  wikked  dede. 
Whan  men  of  hir  taken  non  hede  ; 
And  maketh  hir  outward  precious, 
With  pale  visage  and  pitous,  430 

And  semeth  a>  simple  creature ; 
But  ther  nis  no  nusaventure 
That  she  ne  thenketh  in  hir  oorage. 
Ful  lyk  to  hir  was  that  image. 
That  maked  was  lyk  hir  semblaunoe.   425 
She  was  fal  simple  of  countenance, 
And  she  was  clothed  and  eek  shod, 
As  she  were,  for  the  love  of  god, 
Tolden  to  religioun, 

Swich  semed  hir  devocioun.  430 

A  sauter  held  she  faste  in  honde. 
And  bisily  she  gan  to  fonde 
To  make  many  a  feynt  prayere 
To  god,  and  to  his  seyntes  dere. 
Ne  she  was  gi^,  fresh,  ne  jolyf,  435 

But  semed  be  ful  ententyf 
To  gode  werkes,  and  to  faire. 
And  therto  she  had  on  an  haire. 
Ne  oertes,  she  was  fat  no-thing. 
But  semed  wery  for  fasting ;  440 

Of  colour  pale  and  deed  was  she. 
From  hir  the  gate  'f  shal  wemed  be 
Of  paradys,  that  blisful  place  ; 
For  swich  folk  maketh  lene  hir  'fface, 
As  Crist  seith  in  his  evangyle,  445 

To  gete  hem  prys  in  toun  a  whyle ; 
And  for  a  litel  glorio  veine 
They  lesen  god  and  eek  his  reine. 
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Povert, 

And  alderlast  of  overichoon, 
Was  peynted  Povekt  al  aloon,  450 

That  not  a  peny  hadde  in  wolde, 
Al-thoagh  [that]  she  hir  clothes  solde. 
And  though  she  shnlde  anhonged  be;* 
For  naked  as  a  worm  was  she. 
And  if  the  weder  stormy  were,  455 

For  colde  she  shtilde  have  deyed  there. 
She  nadde  on  bnt  a  streit  old  sak, 
And  many  a  clont  on  it  ther  stak ; 
This  was  hir  oote  and  hir  mantel, 
No  more  was  there,  never  &  del,  460 

To  clothe  her  with  ;  I  undertake, 
Gret  leyser  hadde  she  to  quake. 
And  she  was  put,  that  t  of  talke, 
Fer  fro  tiieee  other,  up  in  an  halke ; 
There  lurked  and  there  coured  she ;     465 
For  povre  thing,  wher-so  it  be. 
Is  shamfast,  and  despysed  ay. 
Acnrsed  may  wel  be  that  day, 
That  povre  man  conceyved  is  ; 
For  god  wot,  al  to  selde,  y-wis,  470 

Is  any  povre  man  wel  fed, 
Or  wel  arayed  or  y-cled. 
Or  wel  biloved,  in  swich  wyse 
In  honour  that  he  may  aryse. 

Alle  these  thinges,  wel  avysed,  475 

As  I  have  you  er  this  devysed, 
With  gold  and  asure  over  alle 
Depeynted  were  upon  the  walle. 
Squar  was  the  wal,  and  high  somdel ; 
Enclosed,  and  y-biured  wel,  4S0 

In  stede  of  hegge,  was  that  gardin ; 
Com  never  shepherde  therin. 
Into  that  gardyn,  wel  [y-]wrought, 
Who-so  that  me  coude  have  brought. 
By  fladdre,  or  elles  by  degree,  485 

It  wolde  wel  have  lyked  me. 
For  swich  solace,  swich  joye,  and  play, 
I  trowe  that  never  man  ne  say. 
As  in  that  place  delitous. 
The  gardin  was  not  daungerous  490 

To  herberwe  briddes  many  oon. 
So  riche  a  -f  yerd  was  never  noon 
Of  briddes  songe,  and  braunches  grene. 
Therin  were  briddes  mo,  I  wene, 
Than  been  in  alle  the  rewme  of  Fraunce. 
Ful  blisftil  was  the  accordaunce  496 

Of  swete  and  pitous  songe  they  made. 
For  al  this  world  it  oughte  glado. 


And  I  my-self  so  mery  ferde, 
Whan  I  hir  blisful  songes  herde,  500 

That  for  an  hundred  pound  fnolde  I, — 
If  that  the  passage  openly 
Hadde  been  unto  me  free — 
That  I  nolde  entren  for  to  see 
Thassemblee,  god  fit  kepe  and  were !    505 
Of  briddes,  whiche  therinne  were, 
That  songen,  through  hir  mery  throtes, 
Daunoes  of  love,  and  mery  notes. 

Whan  I  thus  herde  foules  singe, 
I  fel  faste  in  a  weymentinge,  510 

By  which  art,  or  by  what  engyn 
I  mighte  come  in  that  gardyn  ; 
But  way  I  couthe  finde  noon 
Into  that  gardin  for  to  goon. 
Ne  nought  wiste  I  if  that  ther  were     515 
Eyther  hole  or  place  [o]-where, 
By  which  I  mighte  have  entree  ; 
Ne  ther  was  noon  to  tcche  me  ; 
For  I  was  al  aloon,  y-wis, 
i  Ful  wo  and  ang^issons  of  this.  530 

Til  attc  last  bithonghte  I  me, 
That  by  no  weye  ne  mighte  it  be  ; 
That  ther  nas  laddre  or  wey  to  passe. 
Or  hole,  into  so  fair  a  place. 

Tho  gan  I  go  a  ful  gret  pas  t;2$ 

Fnvyroning  even  in  compas 
The  closing  of  the  square  wal. 
Til  that  I  fond  a  wiket  smal 
So  shet,  that  I  ne  mighte  in  goon. 
And  other  entree  was  ther  noon.  530 

The  Door. 

Upon  this  dore  I  gan  to  smyte. 
That  was  [so]  fetys  and  so  lyte  ; 
For  other  wey  coude  I  not  seke. 
Fnl  long  I  shoof,  and  knokked  eke, 
And  stood  ful  long  and  of[t]  herkning  535 
If  that  I  herde  fa  wight  coming  ; 
Til  that  the  dore  of  thilke  entree 
A  mayden  curteys  opened  me. 

Ydelnesse. 
Hir  heer  was  as  yelowe  of  hewe 
As  any  basin  scoured  newe.  540 

Hir  flesh  [as]  tendre  as  is  a  chike. 
With  bente  browes,  smothe  and  slike; 
And  by  mesure  large  were 
The  opening  of  hir  yen  clere. 
Hir  nose  of  good  proporcioun,  545 

Hir  yen  greye  as  a  faucoun, 
With  swete  breeth  and  wel  savoured. 
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Hir  face  -whyt  and  wel  coloured, 

With  litel  moath,  and  round  to  see  ; 

A  clove  chin  eek  hadde  she.  550 

Hir  n^ke  was  of  good  fasoun 

In  len^the  and  gretnesse,  by  resoun, 

Withoute  blejnie,  scabbe,  or  royne. 

Fro  Jerusalem  unto  Burgoyne 

Ther  nis  a  fairer  nekke,  y-wis,  .S55 

To  fele  how  smothe  and  sofle  it  is. 

Hir  throte,  al-so  whyt  of  hewe 

As  snow  on  braunche  snowed  newe. 

Of  body  ful  we]  wrought  was  she ; 

Men  neded  not,  in  no  cuntree,  560 

A  fairer  body  for  to  seke. 

And  of  fyn  orfrays  had  she  eke 

A  chapelet :  so  semly  oon 

Se  wered  never  mayde  upon  ;  .  .  .  . 

And  faire  above  that  chapelet  565 

A  rose  gerland  had  she  set. 

She  hadde  [in  honde]  a  gay  mirour, 

And  with  a  riche  gold  tressour 

Hir  heed  was  tressed  queyntely ; 

Hir  sieves  sewed  fetisly.  570 

And  for  to  kepe  hir  hondes  faire 

Of  gloves  whyte  she  hadde  a  paire. 

knd  she  hadde  on  a  cote  of  g^ene 

Of  cloth  of  Gaunt ;  withouten  wene, 

Wel  semed  by  hir  apparayle  ^js 

She  was  not  wont  to  greet  travayle. 

Ff >r  whan  she  kempt  was  fetisly, 

And  wel  arayed  and  richely, 

Thanne  had  she  doon  al  hir  joumee ; 

For  meiy  and  wel  bigoon  was  she.        580 

She  ladde  a  lusty  lyf  in  May, 

She  hadde  no  thought,  by  night  ne  day, 

Of  no-thing,  but  it  were  oonly 

To  graj^he  hir  wel  and  uncouthly. 

Whan  that  this  dore  hadde  opened  me 
This  'fmayden,  semely  for  to  see,  586 

I  thanked  hir  as  I  best  mighte. 
And  axede  hir  how  that  she  highte, 
And  what  she  was,  I  axede  eke. 
And  she  to  me  was  nought  unmeke,    590 
Ke  of  hir  answer  daungerous. 
But  fiure  answerde,  and  seide  thus  : — 
*  Lo,  sir,  my  name  is  Ydelhsssk  ; 
So  depe  men  me,  more  and  lesse. 
Ful  mighty  and  ftil  riche  am  I,  595 

And  that  of  oon  thing,  namely ; 
For  I  entende  to  no-thing 
But  to  my  joye,  and  my  pleying, 


And  for  to  kembe  and  tresse  me. 
Aqueynted  am  I,  and  privee  600 

With  Mirthe,  lord  of  this  gardyn, 
That  fro  the  lande  fAlexandryn 
Made  the  trees  fhe  hider  fet. 
That  in  this  gardin  been  y-set.  604 

And  when  the  trees  were  woxenon  highte, 
This  wal,  that  stant  here  in  thy  sighte. 
Bide  Mirthe  enclosen  al  aboute  ; 
And  these  images,  al  withoute. 
He  dlde  hem  bothe  entailo  and  peynte. 
That  neither  ben  jolyf  ne  queynte,        610 
But  they  ben  ful  ofsorowo  and  wo. 
As  thou  hast  seen  a  whyle  ago. 

*  And  ofbe  tyme,  him  to  solace. 
Sir  Mirthe  cometh  into  this  place. 
And  eek  with  him  cometh  his  meynce. 
That  liven  in  lust  and  jolitee.  616 

And  now  is  Mirthe  therin,  to  here 
The  briddes,  how  they  singen  clere. 
The  mavis  and  the  nightingale, 
And  other  jo]y  briddes  snuile.  620 

And  thus  he  walketh  to  solace 
Him  and  his  folk  ;  for  swetter  place 
To  pleyen  in  he  may  not  iinde. 
Although  he  soughte  oon  in-til  Inde. 
The  alther-fairest  folk  to  see  625 

That  in  this  world  may  founde  be 
Hath  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  route. 
That  folowen  him  alwayes  aboute.' 

When  Ydelnesse  had  told  al  this, 
And  I  hadde  herkned  wel,  y-wis,  630 

Than  seide  I  to  dame  Ydelness^, 
'  Now  al-so  wisly  god  me  blesse, 
Sith  Mirthe,  that  is  so  fair  and  free, 
Is  in  this  yerde  with  his  meyuee, 
Fro  thilke  assemblee,  if  I  may,  635 

Shal  no  man  weme  me  to-day, 
That  I  this  night  ne  mote  it  see. 
For,  wel  wene  I,  ther  with  him  be 
A  fair  and  joly  oompanye 
Fulfilled  of  alle  curtesye.*  640 

And  forth,  without  wordes  mo, 
In  at  the  wiket  wente  I  tho. 
That  Ydelnesse  hadde  opened  me, 
Into  that  gardin  fair  to  see. 
The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  was  [ther]in,  y-wis,         645 
Myn  herte  was  fdl  glad  of  this. 
For  wel  wende  I  ful  sikerly 
Have  been  in  paradys  erth[e]ly  ; 


8 


t^^  (Stomaunf  of  i^t  (ftoee. 


[FsAaMXirr  A. 


So  fair  it  wait,  that,  tmsteth  wel, 

It  semed  a  place  espiritnel.  650 

For  certos,  aa  at  my  devys, 

Ther  is  no  place  in  paradys 

So  good  in  for  to  dwelle  or  be 

As  in  that  Gahdim,  thooghte  me  ; 

For  there  was  many  a  brid  singing,     655 

Throughout  the  yerde  al  thringing. 

In  many  places  were  nightingales, 

Alpee,  finches,  and  wodewales, 

That  in  her  swete  song  delyten 

In  thilke  fplaoe  as  they  habyten.        660 

Ther  mighte  men  see  many  flokkes 

Of  turtles  and  [of]  laverokkes. 

Chalaundres  fele  saw  I  there, 

That  wery,  nigh  forsongen  were. 

And  thrustles,  terins,  and  mavys,        665 

That  Bongen  for  to  winne  hem  piys, 

And  eek  to  sormounto  in  hir  song 

fThese  other  briddes  hem  among. 

By  note  made  fair  servyse 

These  briddes,  that  I  you  devyse ;         670 

They  songe  hir  song  as  fairs  and  wel 

As  angels  doon  espiritueL 

And,  trusteth  wel,  whan  I  hem  herde, 

Full  lustHy  and  wel  I  ferde  ; 

For  never  yit  swich  melodye  675 

Was  herd  of  man  that  mighte  dye. 

Swich  swete  song  was  hem  among, 

That  me  thoughte  it  no  briddes  song, 

But  it  was  wonder  lyk  to  be 

Song  of  mermaydens  of  the  see  ;  680 

That,  for  her  singing  is  so  elere. 

Though  we  mermaydens  olepe  hem  here 

In  English,  as  in  our  usaunoe, 

Men  clepe[n]  hem  serQ3ms  in  F^unca 

Ententif  weren  for  to  singe  685 

These  briddes  that  nought  unkunninge 
Were  of  hir  crafk,  and  apprentys, 
But  of  [hir]  song  sotyl  and  wys. 
And  certes,  whan  I  herde  hir  song, 
And  saw  the  grene  place  among,  690 

In  herte  I  wex  so  wonder  gay, 
That  I  was  never  erst,  er  that  day^ 
So  jolyf,  nor  so  wel  bigo, 
Ne  meiy  in  herte,  as  I  was  tho. 
And  than  wiste  I,  and  saw  ful  wel,      695 
That  Ydelnesse  ma  served  wel. 
That  me  putto  in  swich  jolitee. 
Hir  freend  wel  oughte  I  for  to  be, 
Sith  she  the  dore  of  that  gardjm 


Hadde  opened,  and  me  leten  in.  700 

From  hennesforth  how  that  I  wroughte, 
I  shal  you  tellen,  as  me  thoughte. 
First,  whereof  Mirthe  served  there, 
And  eek  what  folk  ther  with  him  were, 
Without[e]  fable  I  wol  descryve.  705 

And  of  that  gardin  eek  as  blyve 
I  wol  you  tellen  after  this. 
The  faire  fasoun  al,  y-wis. 
That  wel  [y-]wrought  was  for  the  nones, 
I  may  not  telle  you  al  at  ones :  710 

But  as  I  may  and  can,  I  shal 
By  ordre  tellen  you  it  al. 

Ful  fair  servyse  and  eek  ftil  swete 
These  briddes  maden  as  they  sete. 
Layes  of  love,  fixl  wel  sowning  715 

They  songen  in  hir  jargoning ; 
Summe  highe  and  summe  eek  lowe  songe 
Upon  the  braunches  grene  y-spronge. 
The  sweetnesse  of  hir  melodye 
Made  al  myn  herte  in  -treverdye.  720 

And  whan  that  I  hadde  herd,  I  trowe, 
These  briddes  singing  on  a  rowe. 
Than  mighte  I  not  withholde  me 
That  I  ne  wente  in  for  to  see 
Sir  Mirthe;  for  my  desiring  725 

Was  him  to  seen,  over  alle  thing, 
His  countenaunoe  and  his  manere  : 
That  sighte  was  to  me  ful  dere. 
Sir  Mirthe. 

Tho  wente  I  forth  on  my  right  hond 
Doun  by  a  litel  path  I  fond  730 

Of  mentes  ful,  and  fenel  grene ; 
And  &8te  by,  withoute  wene, 
Sia  Mirths  I  fond  ;  and  right  anoon 
Unto  sir  Mirthe  gan  I  goon, 
Ther-as  he  was,  him  to  solace.  73s 

And  with  him,  in  that  lusty  place. 
So  fiiir  folk  and  so  fresh  hadde  he, 
That  whan  I  saw,  I  wondred  me 
Fro  whennes  swich  folk  mighte  come, 
So  faire  they  weren,  alle  and  some  ;     740 
For  they  were  lyk,  as  to  my  sighte, 
To  angels,  that  ben  fathered  brighte. 
Gladnesse. 

This  folk,  of  which  I  telle  you  so, 
Upon  a  carole  wenten  tho. 
A  lady  caroled  hem,  that  highte  745 

Oladkessv,  [the]  blisful,  the  l]g:hte  ; 
Wel  coude  eJie  singe  and  lustily, 
Non  half  so  wel  and  semely. 
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And  make  in  song  swich  TeAreininget 

It  sat  hir  wonder  wel  to  singe.  750 

Hir  voifl  ftd  cleer  was  and  fol  swete. 

She  was  nonght  rade  ne  unmete, 

But  couthe  y-now  of  swich  doing 

As  longeth  nnto  caroling  : 

For  she  was  wont  in  every  place  755 

To  singen  first,  folk  to  solace  ; 

Por  singing  most  she  gaf  hir  to ; 

No  craft  had  she  so  leef  to  do. 

Tho  mightest  thou  caroles  seen, 
And  folk  [ther]  dannce  and  mery  been,  760 
And  fmake  many  a  fair  tonrning 
Upon  the  grene  gras  springing. 
Ther  mightest  thou  see  these  floatours, 
Minstrales,  and  eek  jogelours, 
That  wel  to  singe  dide  hir  peyne.  765 

Somme  songe  songes  of  Loreyne ; 
For  in  Loreyne  hir  notes  be 
Ftd  swetter  than  in  this  contree. 
Ther  was  many  a  timbestere. 
And  saylours,  that  I  dar  wel  swere       770 
Couthe  hir  craft  fdl  parfitly. 
The  timbres  up  ftil  sotiUy 
They  caste,  and  hente[n  hem]  ful  ofte 
Upon  a  finger  faire  and  soffce, 
That  they  [ne]  fayled  never-mo.  775 

Ful  fetis  damiselles  two, 
Right  yonge,  and  fulle  of  semlihede. 
In  kirtles,  and  non  other  wede, 
And  &ire  tressed  evexy  tresse, 
Had  Mirthe  doon,  for  his  noblesse,       780 
Amidde  the  carole  for  to  daunce  ; 
But  her-of  lyth  no  remembraunce, 
How  that  they  daunced  queyntoly. 
That  oon  wolde  come  al  prively 
Agayn  that  other  :  and  whan  they  were 
Togidre  almost,  they  threwe  y-fere       786 
Hir  mouthes  so,  that  through  hir  ploy 
It  semed  as  they  kiste  alway ; 
To  dauncen  wel  coude  they  the  gyse  ; 
What  shulde  I  more  to  you  devyse  ?     790 
Ne  f  bede  I  never  thennra  go, 
Whyles  that  I  saw  hem  daunce  so. 
Curtesye. 

Upon  the  carole  wonder  faste 
I  gan  biholde ;  til  atte  laste 
A  lady  gan  me  for  to  espye,  795 

And  she  was  cleped  CuimESYx:, 
The  worshipful,  the  dcbonaire  ; 
I  pray  god  ever  falle  hir  faire  ! 


Ful  curteisly  she  called  me, 
'  What  do  ye  there,   beau  sire  ? '    quod 
she,  800 

'  Come  [neer],  and  if  it  lyke  yow 
To  dauncen,  daunceth  with  us  now.* 
And  I,  withoute  tarying, 
Wente  into  the  caroling.    . 
I  was  abasshed  never  a  del,  805 

But  it  me  lykede  right  wel 
That  Curtesye  me  cleped  so, 
And  bad  me  on  the  daunce  go. 
For  if  I  hadde  durst,  certeyn 
I  wolde  have  caroled  right  fayn,  810 

As  man  that  was  to  daunce  blythe. 
Than  gan  I  loken  ofte  sythe 
The  shap,  the  bodies,  and  the  cheres, 
The  countenaunce  and  the  maneres 
Of  alle  the  folk  that  daunced  there,      815 
And  I  shal  telle  what  they  were. 

Mirthe. 

Ful  fair  was  Mirthe,  fxxl   ong  and  high ; 
A  fairer  man  I  never  sigh. 
As  round  as  appel  was  his  face, 
Ful  rody  and  whyt  in  every  place.        82*) 
Fet3^  he  was  and  wel  boseye. 
With  metely  mouth  and  y6n  greye ; 
His  nose  by  mesure  wrought  ful  right ; 
Crisp  was  his  heer,  and  eek  fal  bright. 
His  shuldres  of  a  large  brede,  835 

And  smalish  in  the  girdilstede. 
He  semed  lyk  a  portreiture, 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  stature, 
So  fair,  so  joly,  and  so  fetys, 
With  limes  wrought  at  poynt  devjrs,    830 
Deliver,  smert,  and  of  gret  might ; 
Ne  sawe  thou  never  man  so  light. 
Of  berde  unnethe  hadde  he  no-thing. 
For  it  was  in  the  firste  spring. 
Ful  yong  he  was,  and  mery  of  thought, 
And  in  samyt,  with  briddes  wrough'-   836 
And  with  gold  beten  fetisly, 
His  body  was  clad  ful  richely. 
Wrought  was  his  robe  in  straunge  gs^se, 
And  al  to-slitered  for  queyntyse  840 

In  many  a  place,  lowe  and  hye. 
And  shod  he  was  with  greet  maistrye, 
With  shoon  decoped,  and  with  laas. 
By  drueiye,  and  by  solas, 
His  leef  a  rosen  chapelet  845 

Had  maad,  and  on  his  heed  it  set. 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef? 
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Gladnesse. 
DaxQO  Gi^ADVKS  ther  was  him  so  leef, 
That  singeth  so  wel  with  glad  oorage, 
That  from  she  was  twelve  yeer  of  age,  850 
She  of  hir  love  gpraunt  him  made. 
Sir  Mirthe  hir  by  the  finger  hadde 
[In]  datmsing,  and  she  him  also ; 
Qret  love  was  atwixe  hem  two. 
Bothe  were  they  faire  andhrighte  of  hewe; 
She  semede  lyk  a  rose  newe  856 

Of  oolonr,  and  hir  flesh  so  tendre, 
That  with  a  brere  smale  and  slendre 
Men  mighte  it  cleve,  I  dar  wel  f  sayn 
Hir  forheed,  frounoeles  al  fplayn.       860 
Bente  were  hir  browes  two, 
Hir  yfin  greye,  and  gladde  also, 
That  laughede  ay  in  hir  semblannt, 
First  or  the  mouth,  by  oovenannt. 
Ifnoot  what  of  hir  nose  desciyve;      865 
So  fair  hath  no  womman  alyve  .... 
Hir  heer  was  yelowe,  and  oleer  shyning, 
I  wot  no  lady  so  lyking. 
Of  orfiays  fresh  was  hir  gerland ; 
I,  whiche  seen  have  a  thousand,  870 

Saugh  never,  y-wis,  no  gerlond  yit, 
So  wel  [y}-wrought  of  silk  as  it. 
And  in  an  over-gilt  samyt 
Clad  she  was,  by  gret  delyt. 
Of  which  hir  leef  a  robe  werde,  875 

The  myrier  she  in  herte  ferde. 

Cupide. 

And  next  hir  wente,  on  hir  other  syde. 
The  god  of  Love,  that  can  devyde 
Love,  fas  him  lyketh  it  [to]  be. 
But  he  can  cherles  daunten,  he,  880 

And  maken  folkes  pryde  fallen. 
And  he  can  wel  these  lordes  thrallen, 
And  ladies  putte  at  lowe  degree, 
Whan  he  may  hem  to  proude  see. 

This  God  of  Love  of  his  fasoim  885 

Was  lyk  no  knave,  ne  qulstroun  ; 
His  beautee  gretly  was  to  pryse. 
But  of  his  robe  to  devyse 
I  drede  encombred  for  to  be. 
For  nought  y-clad  in  silk  was  he,         890 
But  al  in  floures  and  fiourettes, 
Y-painted  al  with  amorettes ; 
And  with  losenges  and  soochouns, 
With  briddes,  libardes,  and  lyouns, 
And  other  beestes  wrought  ful  weL      895 
His  garnement  was  everydel 


Y-portreyd  and  y-wrought  with  floures, 
By  dyvers  medling  of  ooloures. 
Floures  ther  were  of  many  gyse 
T-set  by  oompas  in  assyse ;  900 

Thor  lakked  no  flour,  to  my  dome, 
Xe  nought  so  muche  as  flour  of  brome, 
Ne  violete,  no  eek  pervenke, 
Ne  flour  non,  that  man  can  on  thenke ; 
And  many  a  rose-leef  fdl  long  905 

Was  entermedled  ther^among : 
And  also  on  his  heed  was  set 
Of  roses  rede  a  chapelet 
But  nightingales,  a  ful  gret  route, 
That  flyen  over  his  heed  aboute,  910 

The  leves  felden  as  they  flyen  ; 
And  he  was  al  with  briddes  wxyen, 
With  popinjay,  with  nightingale. 
With  chalaundre,  and  with  wodewale. 
With  finch,  with  lark,and with  arohaungeL 
He  semede  as  he  were  an  aungel  916 

That  doun  were  comen  fro  hevene  clere. 
Swete-Loking. 
Love  hadde  with  him  a  bachelere, 
That  he  made  alweyes  with  him  be ; 
SwBTE-LoKiMO  cleped  was  he.  920 

This  bachelere  stood  biholding 
The  daunce,  and  in  his  honde  holding 
■fTurke  bowes  two  hadde  he. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  of  a  tree 
That  bereth  a  fruyt  of  savour  wikke  ;  925 
Ful  croked  was  that  foule  stikke. 
And  knotty  here  and  there  also. 
And  blak  as  bery,  or  any  slo. 
That  other  bowe  was  of  a  plante 
Without  wem,  I  dar  warante,  930 

Ful  even,  and  by  proporcioun 
Tretys  and  long,  of  good  fasoun. 
And  it  was  peynted  wol  and  thwiten. 
And  over^U.  diapred  and  writen 
With  ladies  and  with  bacheleres,  935 

Ful  lightsom  and  [ful]  glad  of  cheres. 
These  bowes  two  held  Swete-Loking, 
That  semed  lyk  no  gadeling. 
And  ten  brode  arowes  held  he  there. 
Of  which  five  in  his  right  bond  were.  940 
But  they  were  shaven  wel  and  dight, 
Nokked  and  fethered  arright  ; 
And  al  they  were  with  gold  bigoon, 
And  stronge  poynted  everichoon. 
And  sharpe  for  to  kerven  weeL  945 

But  iren  was  ther  noon  ne  steel ; 
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For  al  was  gold,  men  mighte  it  see, 
Out-take  the  fetheres  and  the  tree. 

Beautee. 
The  swiftest  of  these  arowes  ^^e 
Out  of  a  bowe  for  to  diyve,  950 

And  best  [yKethered  for  to  flee. 
And  fairest  eek,  was  cleped  Bsactxs. 

SImplesse. 
That  other  arowe,  that  hnrteth  lesse, 
Was  cleped,  as  I  trowe,  Sm  plksss. 

Frannchyse. 
The  thridde  cleped  was  Fsaukchtss,     955 
That  fethered  was,  in  noble  wyse, 
With  valour  and  with  curteaye, 

Companye. 
The  fourthe  was  cleped  Compahts, 
That  hevy  for  to  fsheten  is ; 
But  who-so  sheteth  right,  y-wis,  960 

Uay  therwith  doon  gret  harm  and  wo. 

Fair-Semblannt 
The  fifbe  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
Faib^em BLAcnT  men  that  arowe  calle, 
The  leeste  gprevous  of  hem  alle  ; 
Yit  can  it  make  a  ful  gret  wounde,      965 
But  he  may  hope  his  sores  sounde, 
That  hurt  is  with  that  arowe,  y-wis ; 
His  wo  the  bet  bistowed  i& 
For  he  may  soner  have  gladnesse. 
His  langour  oughte  be  the  lesse.  970 

Fyve  arowes  were  of  other  gysej 
That  been  fuL  foule  to  devyse ; 
For  shaft  and  ende,  sooth  to  telle, 
Were  al-so  blak  as  feend  in  helle. 

Pryde. 

The  first  of  hem  is  called  Pbtdx  ;      975  | 
Vnanye. 
That  other  arowe  next  him  bi^yde, 
It  was  [y]-cleped  Vilahte  ; 
That  arowe  was  as  with  felonye 
Envenimed,  and  with  spitous  blame. 

Shame. 
The  thridde  of  hem  was  cleped  Shamx.  980 

Wanhop«. 
The  fourthe,  Wahhope  cleped  is, 

Newe-Thought. 
The  fifte,  the  Newe-Thouout,  y-wis. 

These  arowes  that  I  speke  of  here. 
Were  alle  fyve  fof  oon  manere, 
And  alle  were  they  resemblable.  985 

To  hem  was  wel  sitting  and  able 
The  foule  croked  bowe  hidous, 


That  knotty  was,  and  al  roynous. 

That  bowe  semede  wel  to  shete 

These  arowes  fyve,  that  been  unmete,  990 

Contrarie  to  that  other  fyve. 

But  though  I  telle  not  as  blyve 

Of  hir  power,  ne  of  hir  might, 

Her-afber  shal  I  tellen  right 

The  sothe,  and  eek  signifiaunce,  ,995 

As  fer  as  I  have  remembraunce  : 

Al  shal  be  seid,  I  undertake, 

£r  of  this  boke  an  ende  I  make. 

Now  come  I  to  my  tale  ageyn. 
But  alderfirst,  £  wol  you  seyn  1000 

The  £uonn  and  the  countenaunces 
Of  al  the  folk  that  on  the  4aunce  is. 
The  God  of  Love,  jolyf  and  light, 
Ladde  on  his  honde  a  lady  bright, 
Of  high  prys,  and  of  greet  degree.       1005 

Beautee* 
This  lady  called  was  Bxaotek, 
f  As  was  an  arowe,  of  which  I  tolde. 
Ful  wel  [y}-thewed  was  she  holde ; 
Ne  she  was  derk  ne  broun,  but  bright, 
And  deer  as  [is]  the  mone-light,  lozo 

Ageyn  whom  alle  the  sterres  semen 
But  smale  candels,  as  we  demen. 
Hir  flesh  was  tendre  as  dewe  of  flour, 
Hir  chere  was  simple  as  byrde  in  hour ; 
As  whyt  as  lilie  or  rose  in  xys  1015 

Hir  face,  gentil  and  tretys. 
Fetys  she  was,  and  smal  to  see ; 
No  fwindred  browes  hadde  she, 
Ne  popped  hir,  for  it  neded  nought 
To  windre  hir,  or  to  peynte  hir  ought.  1020 
Hir  tresses  yelowe  and  longe  straughten, 
Unto  hir  heles  doun  they  raughten  : 
Hir  nose,  hir  mouth,  and  eye  and  cheke 
Wel  wrought,  and  al  the  remenaimt  eke. 
A  fVil  gret  savour  and  a  swote  1035 

Me  fthinketh  in  myn  herte  rote. 
As  helpe  me  god,  whan  I  remembre 
Of  the  fasoun  of  every  membre ! 
In  world  is  noon  so  fair  a  wight ; 
For  yong  she  was,  and  hewed  bright,  1030 
fWys,  plesaunt,  and  fetys  withalle, 
Gente,  and  in  hir  middelsmalle, 
Richesse. 

Bi^yde  Beaute  yede  Biorasssx, 
fAn  high  lady  of  greet  noblesse, 
And  greet  of  prys  in  every  place.         1095 
But  who-so  4ar8t9  to  hir  trespaoe, 
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Or  til  hir  folk,  in  fworde  or  dede, 

He  were  ful  hardy,  out  of  drede ; 

For  bothe  she  helpe  and  hindre  may : 

And  that  is  nought  of  yisterday  1040 

That  riche  folk  have  1^1  gret  mig^ht 

To  helpe,  and  eek  to  greve  a  wight. 

The  besto  and  grettest  o{  valour 

Diden  Richesse  ful  gret  honour, 

And  besy  weren  hir  to  serve ;  1045 

For  that  they  wolde  hir  love  deserve, 

They  deped  hir  '  Lady,'  grete  and  smalle ; 

This  wyde  world  hir  drede th  alle ; 

This  world  is  al  in  hir  daungere. 

Hir  court  hath  many  a  losengere,        1050 

And  many  a  traytour  envious, 

That  been  ful  be^y  and  curious 

For  to  disprelsen,  and  to  blamo 

That  best  deserven  love  and  name. 

Bifore  the  folk,  hem  to  bigylen,  1055 

These  losengores  hem  preyse,  and  smylen. 

And  thus  the  world  with  word  anojmten  ; 

But  afterward  they  fprikke  and  poynten 

The  folk  right  to  the  bare  boon, 

Bihinde  her  bak  whan  they  ben  goon, 

And  foule  abate  the  folkes  prys.  106 1 

Ful  many  a  worthy  man  and  wys. 

An  hundred,  have  [they]  don  to  dye, 

These  losengeres,  through  flaterye ; 

And  maketh  folk  ful  straunge  be,        1065 

Ther-as  hem  oughte  be  prive. 

Wei  yvel  mote  they  thryve  and  thee, 

And  yvel  arjrved  mote  they  be, 

These  losengeres,  fal  of  envye  ! 

No  good  man  loveth  hir  companye.    1070 

Bichesse  a  robe  of  purpre  on  hadde, 
Xe  trowe  not  that  I  lye  or  madde ; 
For  in  this  world  is  noon  it  liche, 
Ne  by  a  thousand  doel  so  riche, 
Ne  noon  so  fair  ;  for  it  ful  wel  1075 

With  orfrays  leyd  was  evorydel, 
And  portrayed  in  the  ribaningcs 
Of  dukes  stories,  and  of  kinges. 
And  with  a  bend  of  gold  tasseled. 
And  knoppes  fyne  of  gold  f  ameled.    1080 
Aboute  hir  nekke  of  gentil  entaile 
Was  shet  the  riche  chevesaile, 
In  which  ther  was  ful  gret  plentee 
Of  stones  clere  and  bright  to  see. 

Bychesse  a  girdel  hadde  upon,  1085 

The  bokel  of  it  was  of  a  stoon 
Of  vertu  greet,  and  mochel  of  might ; 


For  who-so  bar  the  stoon  so  bright, 
Of  venim  ■fthurte  him  no-thing  doute, 
W^ile  he  the  stoon  hadde  him  aboute. 
That  stoon  was  greetly  for  to  love,     1091 
And  til  a  riche  mannes  bihove 
Worth  al  the  gold  in  Bome  and  Frysei. 
The  mourdannt,  wought  in  noble  wyse, 
Was  of  a  stoon  ful  precious,  1095 

That  was  so  fyn  and  vertuous. 
That  hool  a  man  it  coude  make 
Of  palasye,  and  of  tooth^ke. 
And  yit  the  stoon  hadde  suche  a  grace, 
That  he  was  siker  in  every  place,        1100 
Al  thilke  day,  not  blind  to  been, 
That  fasting  mighte  that  stoon  seen. 
The  barres  were  of  gold  ful  fyne. 
Upon  a  tissu  of  satyne, 
Ful  hevy,  g^et,  and  no-thing  light,    1 105 
In  overich  was  a  besaunt-wight 

Upon  the  tresses  of  Bichesse 
Was  set  a  cercle,  for  noblesse. 
Of  brend  gold,  that  fal  lighte  shoon  ; 
So  fair,  trowe  I,  was  never  noon.         mo 
But  he  were  cunning,  for  the  nones, 
That  coude  devysen  alle  the  stones 
That  in  that  cercle  shewen  clere ; 
It  is  a  wonder  thing  to  here. 
For  no  man  coude  preyse  or  gesse        1 1 15 
Of  hem  the  valewe  or  richesse. 
Bubyes  there  were,  saphyres,  f  jagounces, 
And  emeraudes,  more  than  two  ounces. 
But  al  bifore,  ful  sotilly, 
A  fyn  carboucle  set  saugh  I.  iix> 

The  stoon  so  cleer  was  and  so  bright, 
That,  al-so  sone  as  it  was  night. 
Men  mighte  seen  to  go,  for  nede, 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brede. 
Swich  light  [tho]  sprang  out  of  the  stoon. 
That  Bichesse  wonder  brighte  shoon,  iij6 
Bothe  hir  heed,  and  al  hir  face, 
And  eke  aboute  hir  al  the  place. 

Dame  Bichesse  on  hir  hond  gan  lede 
A  yong  man  ful  of  semelihede,  1 130 

That  she  best  loved  of  any  thing ; 
His  lust  was  muche  in  housholding. 
In  clothing  was  he  ful  fetys, 
And  lovede  wel  have  hors  of  piys. 
He  wende  to  have  reproved  be  1135 

Of  thefbe  or  mordre,  if  that  he 
Hadde  in  his  stable  an  hakeney. 
And  therfore  he  desyred  ay 
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To  been  aqneynted  with  Bichesse  ; 
For  al  his  purpos,  as  I  gesse,  1 140 

Was  for  to  make  greet  dispense, 
Withonte  weming  or  defence. 
And  Richesse  might  it  wel  snstene, 
And  hir  dispenses  wel  mayntene. 
And  him  alwey  swich  plentee  sende   1 145 
Of  gold  and  silver  for  to  spende 
Withonte  lakking  or  daangere, 
As  it  were  ponred  in  a  gamere. 
Largesse. 

And  after  on  the  dannce  wente 
Laroessk,  that  sette  id  hir  entente     1150 
For  to  be  honourable  and  free ; 
Of  Alexandres  kin  was  she ; 
Hir  moste  joye  was,  y-wis, 
Whan  that  she  yaf,  luid  seide  '  have  this.' 
Kot  Avarice,  the  fonle  captyf,  1155 

Was  half  to  grype  so  ententyf. 
As  Largesse  is  to  yeve  and  spende. 
And  god  y-nongh  alwey  hir  sende, 
So  that  the  more  she  yaf  awey, 
The  more,  y-wis,  she  hadde  alwey.      i  i6u 
Gret  loos  hath  Largesse,  and  gret  prys ; 
For  bothe  wys  folk  and  nnwys 
Were  hooUy  to  hir  banndon  brought, 
So  wel  with  yifbes  hath  she  wrought. 
And  if  she  hadde  an  enemy,  1165 

I  trowe,  that  she  oonde  craftily 
Make  him  fnl  sone  hir  freend  to  be, 
80  large  of  yifb  and  firee  was  she ; 
Therfore  she  stood  in  love  and  grace 
Of  riche  and  povre  in  eveiy  place.       1170 
A  fhl  gret  fool  is  he,  y-wis, 
That  bothe  riche  and  nigard  is. 
A  lord  may  have  no  maner  vice 
That  greveth  more  than  avarice. 
For  nigard  never  with  strengthe  of  bond 
May  winne  him  greet  lordship  or  lond. 
For  freendes  al  to  fewe  hath  he  11 77 

To  doon  his  wil  perfoormed  be. 
And  who-so  wol  have  fireendes  here, 
He  may  not  holde  his  tresonr  dere.     1180 
For  by  ensample  I  telle  this. 
Bight  as  an  adamaunt,  y-wis, 
Can  drawen  to  him  soiilly 
The  yren,  that  is  leyd  thereby, 
So  draweth  folkes  hertes,  y-wis,  1185 

Silver  and  gold  that  yeven  is. 

Largesse  hadde  on  a  robe  fresshe 
Of  riche  purpnr  'fSarslnesshe. 


Wel  fonrmed  was  hir  face  and  clere. 
And  opened  had  she  hir  colore  ;  1190 

For  she  right  there  hadde  in  present 
Unto  a  lady  maad  present 
Of  a  gold  broche,  fVil  wel  wrought. 
And  certes,  it  missat  hir  nought ; 
For  through  hir  smokke,  wrought  with 
silk,  1195 

The  flesh  was  seen,  as  whyt  as  milk. 
Largesse,  that  worthy  waiTand  wys, 
Held  by  the  honde  a  knight  of  piys. 
Was  sib  to  Arthour  of  Bretaigne. 
And  that  was  he  that  bar  the  enseigne 
Of  worship,,  and  the  fgonfanoun.         laoi 
And  yit  he  is  of  swich  renoun. 
That  men  of  him  seye  faire  thinges 
Bifore  barouns,  erles,  and  kinges. 
This  knight  was  oomen  al  newely        1205 
Fro  toumeyinge  faste  by ; 
Ther  hadde  he  doon  gret  ohivalrye 
Through  his  vertu  and  his  maistrye  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lemman 
f  Had  cast  donn  many  a  doughty  man.  laio 

Fraunchyse. 

And  next  him  daunoed  dame  Frauk- 

CUYSK, 

Arrayed  in  ful  noble  gyae. 

She  was  not  broun  ne  dun  of  hewe. 

But  whyt  as  snowe  y-faUen  newe. 

Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  posmt  dev}rs,iai5 

For  it  was  gentil  and  tretys ; 

With  eyen  gladde,  and  browes  bente  ; 

Hir  heer  doun  to  hir  heles  wente. 

And  she  was  simple  as  dowve  on  tree, 

Ful  debonaire  of  herte  was  she.  laio 

She  durste  never  seyn  ne  do 

But  that  [thing]  that  hir  longed  ta 

And  if  a  man  were  in  distresse. 

And  for  hir  love  in  hevinesse, 

Hir  herte  wolde  have  ful  greet  pitee,  1225 

She  was  so  amiable  and  free. 

For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistad, 

She  wolde  ben  right  sore  adrad 

That  she  dide  over  greet  outrage, 

But  she  him  holpe  his  harm  to  aswage ; 

Hir  thoughte  it  elles  a  vilanye.  .331 

And  she  hadde  on  a  sukkenye, 

That  not  of  fhempen  herdes  was  ; 

So  fair  was  noon  in  alle  Arras. 

Lord,  it  was  rideled  fetysly !  1235 

Ther  nas  nat  foo  poynt,  trewely, 
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That  it  natf  in  bis^  right  aasyae, 

Ful  wel  y-clothed  was^  Fraonohyse ; 

For  ther  is  no  cloth  sitteth  bet 

On  damiselle,  than  doth  roket.  1240 

A  wonxman  wel  more  fetyg  is 

In  roket  than  in  oote,  y-vns. 

The  whyte  roket,  rideled  fairo, 

fBitokened,  that  ftd  debonaire 

And  Bwete  was  she  that  it  bere.  1245 

By  hir  dannced  a  bachelere ; 
I  can  not  telle  you  what  he  hightej 
But  iair  he  was,  and  of  good  highte, 
Al  hadde  he  be,  I  sey  no  more, 
The  lordes  sone  of  Windesore.  1250 

Cttrtesye. 

And  next  that  dannced  Cuktesyx, 
That  preised  was  of  lowe  and  hye, 
For  neither  prond  ne  fool  was  she. 
She  for  to  dannce  called  me, 
(I  pray  god  yeve  hir  right  good  grace !)  1255 
Whan  I  com  first  into  the  place. 
She  was  not  nyce,  ne  outrageons, 
Bnt  wys  and  war,  and  vertnons, 
Of  faire  speche,  and  faire  answere ; 
Was  never  wight  mimeid  of  here  ;       1260 
She  bar  no  ranconr  to  no  wight* 
Oleer  bronn  she  was,  and  therto  bright 
Of  face,  of  body  avenannt ; 
I  wot  no  lady  so  plesaunt. 
She  were  worthy  for  to  bene  1265 

An  emperesse  or  cronned  qnene. 

And  lyy  hir  wente  a  knight  dannoing 
That  worthy  was  and  wel  speking, 
And  fnl  wel  conde  he  doon  hononr. 
The  knight  was  fair  and  stif  in  stoor,  1270 
And  in  armnre  a  semely  man. 
And  wel  biloved  of  his  lemman. 
Tdelnesse. 

Fair  Ydklkkssb  than  sangh  I, 
That  alwey  was  me  faste  by. 
Of  hir  have  I,  withonten  fayle,  1375 

Told  yow  the  shap  and  aparayle  ; 
For  (as  I  seide)  lo,  that  was  she 
That  dide  me  so  great  bonntee, 
That  she  the  gate  of  the  gardin 
Undide,  and  leet  me  passen  in.  1280 

Yonthe. 

And  after  dannced,  as  I  gesse, 
fYocTHie,  ftilfild  of  Instinesse, 
That  nas  not  yit  twelve  yeer  of  age, 
With  herte  wilde,  and  thought  volage; 


Nyce  she  was,  bnt  she  ne  mente  1285 

Xoon  harm  ne  slight  in  hir  entente, 

Bnt  only  Inst  and  jolitee. 

For  yonge  folk,  wel  witen  ye, 

Have  litel  thought  bnt  on  hir  play. 

Hir  lemman  was  bi^pde  alway,  1290 

In  Bwich  a  gyse,  that  he  hir  kiste 

At  alle  tymes  that  him  liste, 

That  al  the  dannce  mighte  it  see ; 

They  make  no  force  of  privetee ; 

For  who  spak  of  hem  yvel  or  wel,        1295 

They  were  ashamed  never-a-del, 

But  men  mighte  seen  hem  kisse  there, 

As  it  two  yonge  donves  were. 

For  yong  was  thilke  bachelere, 

Of  beante  wot  I  noon  his  pere ;  1300 

And  he  was  right  of  swioh  an  age 

As  Youthe  his  leef,  and  swich  corago. 

The  lusty  folk  fthus  dannced  there, 
And  also  other  that  with  hem  were, 
That  weren  alle  of  hir  meynee  ;  1305 

Ful  hende  folk,  and  wys,  and  free, 
And  folk  of  fair  port,  trewely, 
Ther  weren  alle  comunly. 

Whan  I  hadde  seen  the  conntenaunces 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thus  these  daunces, 
Than  hadde  I  wil  to  goon  and  see        1311 
The  gardin  that  so  lyked  me, 
And  loken  on  these  faire  floreres, 
On  pyn-treoB,  oedres,  and  oliveres. 
The  daunces  than  fy-ended  were ;       1315 
For  many  of  hem  that  dannced  there 
Were  with  hir  loves  went  awey 
Under  the  trees  to  have  hir  pley. 

A,  lord  !  they  lived  lustily ! 
A  gret  fool  were  he,  sikerly,  1320 

That  nolde,  his  thankes,  swioh  lyf  lede ! 
For  this  dar  I  seyn,  out  of  drede. 
That  who-so  mighte  so  wel  fare, 
For  better  lyf  fthurte  him  not  care ; 
For  ther  nis  so  good  paradys  1325 

As  have  a  love  at  his  devys. 

Out  of  that  place  wente  I  tho. 
And  in  that  gardin  gan  I  go, 
Pleying  along  ful  merily. 
The  G^od  of  Love  ful  hastely  1330 

Unto  him  Swete-Loking  clepte, 
No  lenger  wolde  he  that  fhe  kepte 
His  bowe  of  golde,  that  shoon  so  bright. 
He  -j-bad  him  bende  it  anon-right ; 
And  he  ful  sone  [it]  sette  f  on  ende,     1335 
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And  at  a  braid  he  gan  it  bende, 
And  took  him  of  his  arowes  fyve, 
Fol  sharpe  and  redy  for  to  dxyve. 
Now  god  that  sit  in  magestee 
Fro  deedly  woundes  kepe  me,  1340 

If  flo  be  that  ho  fwol  me  shete ; 
For  if  I  with  his  arowe  mete, 
It  "f-wol  me  greven  sore,  y-wis ! 
But  I,  that  no-thing  wiste  of  this, 
Went«  np  and  doun  fhl  many  a  wey,  1345 
And  he  me  folwed  faste  alwey ; 
But  no-wher  wolde  I  reste  me, 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  *fyerde  in  be. 
The  gardin  was,  by  mesoringy 
Bight  even  and  sqoar  in  compBSsing ;  1350 
It  was  as  long  as  it  was  large. 

The  Trees. 
Of  fmyt  hadde  every  tree  his  charge, 
Bat  it  were  any  hidons  tree 
Of  which  ther  were  two  or  three. 
Ther  were,  and  that  wot  I  fnl  wel,      1355 
Of  pomgamettes  a  ihl  gret  del ; 
That  is  a  fmyt  Ail  wel  to  lyke, 
Namely  to  folk  whan  they  ben  ^yke. 
And  trees  ther  were,  greet  foisonn, 
That  baren  notes  in  hir  sesonn,  1360 

Snch  as  men  notemigges  calle, 
That  swote  of  savour  been  withaUe. 
And  alemandres  greet  plentee, 
Figes,  and  many  a  date-tree 
Ther  weren,  if  men  hadde  nede,  1365 

Throug^h  the  fyerd  in  length  and  bxede. 
Ther  was  eek  wezing  many  a  spyce, 
As  clow-gelofire,  and  liooiyoe, 
Oingere,  and  greyn  de  tparadys, 
Ganelle,  and  setewale  of  piys,  1370 

And  many  a  spyce  delitable, 
To  eten  whan  men  lyse  fro  table. 
And  many  hoomly  trees  ther  were, 
That  peches,  coynes,  and  apples  here, 
Medlers,  ploumes,  peres,  chesteynes,  1375 
Cheiyse,  of  whiohe  many  on  fayn  is, 
Notes,  aleys,  and  bolas,  . 

That  for  to  seen  it  was  solas ; 
With  many  high  lorer  and  pjm 
Was  renged  dene  al  that  gardyn ;      1380 
With  cipres,  and  with  oliveres. 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plente  here  is. 
Ther  were  elmes  grete  and  stronge. 
Maples,  asshe,  ook,  ash,  planes  longe, 
Fyn  ew,  popler,  and  lindes  £Eure,         1385 


And  othere  trees  Ail  many  a  i>ayre. 

What  sholde  I  telle  3rou  more  of  it  ? 
Ther  were  so  many  treSs  yit, 
That  I  sholde  al  encombred  be 
£r  I  had  rekened  eveary  tree.  1390 

These  trees  were  set,  that  I  devyse, 
Oon  from  another,  in  assjnse, 
Five  fiulome  or  sixe,  I  trowe  so. 
But  they  were  hye  and  grete  also : 
And  for  to  kepe  out  wel  the  sonne,      1395 
The  oroppes  were  so  thikke  y-ronne. 
And  every  braunch  in  other  fknet, 
And  ful  of  grene  leves  fset. 
That  Sonne  mighte  noon  descende, 
Lest  [it]  the  tendre  grasses  shende.     1400 
Ther  mighte  men  does  and  roes  y-see. 
And  of  squirels  ful  greet  plentee. 
From  bough  to  bough  alwey  leping. 
Conies  ther  were  also  playing, 
That  comen  out  of  hir  claperes  1405 

Of  sondry  colours  and  maneres. 
And  maden  many  a  tumeying 
Upon  the  fresshe  gras  springing. 
The  Welles. 

In  places  saw  I  welles  there, 
In  whiche  ther  no  frogges  were,  1410 

And  fair  in  shadwe  was  every  welle ; 
*  But  I  ne  can  the  nombre  telle 
Of  stremes  smale,  that  by  devys 
Mirthe  had  don  come  through  condys, 
Of  which  the  water,  in  rennin^,  1415 

Gkm  make  a  noyse  iul  iyking. 

About  the  brinkes  of  thise  welles, 
And  by  the  stremes  over«l  elles 
Sprang  up  the  gras,  as  thikke  y-set 
And  softe  as  any  velafit,  1430 

On  which  men  mighte  his  lemman  leye, 
As  on  a  fetherbed,  to  pleye, 
For  th'erthe  was  fol  softe  and  swete. 
Through  moisture  of  the  welle  wete 
Sprang  up  the  sote  grene  gras,  142$ 

As  fSftir,  as  thikke,  as  mister  was. 
But  muohe  amended  it  the  place, 
That  th'erthe  was  of  swich  a  grace 
That  it  of  floures  had  plente. 
That  both  in  somer  and  winter  be.      1430 

Ther  sprang  the  violete  al  newe, 
And  firesshe  pervinke,  riche  of  hewe. 
And  floures  yelowe,  whjrte,  and  rede ; 
Swich  plentee  grew  ther  never  in  mede. 
Fol  gay  was  al  the  ground,  and  qneynt. 
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And  pondred,  as  men  had  it  peynt,     1436 
With  xxutny  a  fresh  and  sondry  floor, 
Tliat  casten  np  Ail  good  Bavonr. 

I  wol  not  longe  holde  joa  in  fable 
Of  al  this  gardin  fdelitable.  1440 

I  moot  my  tonge  stinten  nede, 
For  I  ne  may,  withouten  drede, 
Nanght  tellen  you  the  beantee  al, 
Ne  half  the  boantee  therewithal. 

I  wente  on  right  honde  and  on  left  1445 
Abonte  the  place  ;  it  was  not  left, 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  fyerde  in  been. 
In  the  festres  that  men  mighte  seen. 
And  thus  whyle  I  wente  in  my  pley, 
The  GkKl  of  Love  me  folowed  ay,  1450 

Right  as  an  hunter  can  al^de 
The  beste,  til  he  seeth  his  tyde 
To  fshete,  at  good  mes,  to  the  dere. 
Whan  that  him  nedeth  go  no  nere. 

And  so  befil,  I  rested  me  1455 

Be83^e  a  welle,  under  a  tree, 
Which  tree  in  Fraunce  men  call  a  pyn. 
But,  sith  the  tyme  of  king  Pepyn, 
Ne  grew  ther  tree  in  mannes  sighte 
So  fair^  ne  so  wel  woze  in  highte  ;      1460 
In  al  that  yerde  so  high  was  noon. 
And  springing  in  a  marble-stoon 
Had  nature  set,  the  sothe  to  telle, 
Under  that  pyn-tree  a  welle. 
And  on  the  border,  al  withoute,  1465 

Was  writen,  in  the  stone  abonte, 
Lettres  smale,  that  seyden  thus, 
'  Here  starf  the  faire  Narcisus.' 
Narcisns. 

Narcisus  was  a  bachelere, 
That  Love  had  caught  in  his  danngere. 
And  in  his  net  gan  him  so  streyne,     1471 
And  dide  him  so  to  -wepe  and  plejnne, 
That  nede  him  muste  his  Ijrf  forgo. 
For  a  fair  lady,  hight  Echo, 
Him  loved  over  any  creature,  1475 

And  gan  for  him  swich  pejnie  endure. 
That  on  a  tyme  she  him  tolde, 
That,  if  he  hir  loven  nolde, 
That  hir  behoved  nodes  dye, 
Ther  lay  non  other  remedye.  1480 

But  natheles,  for  his  beautee, 
So  fiers  and  daungerous  was  he, 
That  he  nolde  graunten  hir  asking. 
For  weping,  ne  for  fair  iiraying. 
And  whan  she  herde  him  weme  hir  so. 


She  hadde  in  herte  so  gret  wo,  i486 

And  took  it  in  so  gret  dispyt. 
That  she,  withoute  more  respyt. 
Was  deed  anoon.    But,  er  she  deyde, 
Ful  pitously  to  god  she  preyde,  149^ 

That  proude-herted  Narcisus, 
That  was  in  love  so  daungerous, 
Mighte  on  a  day  ben  hampred  so 
For  love,  and  been  so  hoot  for  wo. 
That  never  he  mighte  joye  atteyne  ;  1495 
Than  shulde  he  fele  in  every  veyne 
What  sorowe  trewe  lovers  maken. 
That  been  so  fvilaynsly  forsaken. 
This  prayer  was  but  resonable, 
Therfor  god  held  it  ferme  and  stable :  i5(X) 
For  Narcisus,  shortly  to  telle, 
By  aventure  com  to  that  welle 
To  reste  him  in  that  shadowing 
A  day,  whan  he  com  fro  hunting. 
This  Narcisus  had  suifred  paynes       1505 
For  renning  alday  in  the  playnes. 
And  was  for  thurst  in  greet  distresse 
Of  hete,  and  of  hiB  werinesse 
That  hadde  his  breeth  almost  binomen. 
Whan  he  was  to  that  welle  y-comen,  1510 
That  shadwed  was  with  braunches  grene, 
He  thoughte  of  thilke  water  shene 
To  drinke  and  fresshe  him  wel  withalle  ; 
And  doun  on  knees  he  gan  to  falle. 
And    forth    his    heed    and    nekke    ont- 
straughte  15 15 

To  drinken  of  that  welle  a  draughte. 
And  in  the  water  anoon  was  sene 
His  nose,  his  mouth,  his  ySn  shene. 
And  he  ther-of  was  al  abasahed  ; 
His  owne  sliadowe  had  him  bitrasshed. 
For  wel  wende  he  the  forme  see  1521 

Of  a  child  of  greet  beautee. 
Wel  couthe  Love  him  wreke  tho 
Of  daunger  and  of  pryde  also 
That  Narcisus  somtyme  him  here.       1535 
He  quitte  him  wel  his  guerdon  there  ; 
.For  he  fso  musede  in  the  welle. 
That,  shortly  al  the  sothe  to  telle, 
He  lovede  his  owne  shadowe  so, 
That  atte  laste  he  starf  for  wo.  1530 

For  whan  he  saugh  that  he  his  wille 
Mighte  in  no  maner  wey  ftdfiUe, 
And  that  he  was  so  faste  caught 
That  he  him  couthe  comfort  naught, 
He  loste  hia  wit  right  in  that  place,    1535 
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And  deyde  within  a  litel  space. 
And  thuB  his  'warisoun  he  took 
For  the  lady  that  he  forsook. 

lAdjres,  I  preye  ensample  taketh, 
Te  that  ayeins  your  love  mistaketh  :  1540 
For  if  hir  deeth  be  yow  to  wyte, 
God  can  fhl  wel  yonr  whyle  qnyte. 

Whan  that  this  lettre,  of  whiche  I  telle. 
Had  taught  me  that  it  was  the  welle 
Of  Xarcisns  in  his  beaatee,  1545 

I  gan  anoon  withdrawe  me, 
Whan  it  fel  in  my  remembraxmce, 
That  him  bitidde  swich  mischaonoe. 

The  Welle. 
But  at  the  laste  than  thonghte  I, 
That  flcatheles,  inl  sikerly,  1550 

I  mighte  unto  The  Wbllc  go. 
Wherof  shnlde  I  ahasshen  so  ? 
Unto  the  welle  than  wente  I  me, 
And  doon  I  lonted  for  to  see 
The  clere  water  in  the  stoon,  1555 

And  eek  the  gravel,  which  that  shoon 
Bown  in  the  botme,  as  silver  fyn  ; 
For  of  the  welle,  this  is  the  fyn,     v 
In  world  is  noon  so  deer  of  hewe. 
The  water  is  ever  fresh  and  newe        1560 
That  welmeth  np  in  wawes  brighte 
The  monntance  of  two  finger  highte. 
Abonten  it  is  gras  springing, 
For  moiste  so  thikke  and  wel  lyking, 
That  it  ne  may  in  winter  dye,  1565 

Ko  more  than  may  the  see  be  drye. 

Down  at  the  botme  set  saw  I 
Two  cristal  stones  orafbely 
In  thUke  fresshe  and  figure  welle. 
Bat  o  thing  soothly  dar  I  telle,  1570 

That  ye  wol  holde  a  greet  mervayle 
A¥han  it  is  told,  withonten  fayle. 
For  whan  the  sonne,  deer  in  sighte, 
Cast  in  that  welle  his  hemes  brighte, 
And  that  the  heet  descended  is,  1575 

Than  taketh  the  cristal  stoon,  y-wis, 
Agayn  the  sonne  an  hnndred  hewes, 
Blewe,  ydowe,  and  rede,  that  fresh  and 

newe  is. 
Tit  hath  the  merveUons  cristal  1579 

Swich  strengthe,  that  the  place  overal, 
Bothe  fowl  and  tree,  and  leves  grene, 
And  al  the  yerd  in  it  is  sene. 
And  for  to  doon  yon  onderstonde. 
To  make  ensample  wol  I  fonde  ; 


Bight  as  a  mirour  openly  1585 

Sheweth  al  thing  that  stant  therby, 
As  wel  the  colour  as  the  figure, 
Withouten  any  coverture ; 
Bight  so  the  cristal  stoon,  sliyning, 
Withouten  any  disceyving,  1590 

The  f  estres  of  the  yerde  accuseth 
To  him  that  in  the  water  museth  ; 
For  ever,  in  which  half  that  -)he  be, 
f  He  may  wel  half  the  gardin  see  ; 
And  if  he  tume,  he  may  right  wel       1595 
Seen  the  remenaunt  everydel. 
For  ther  is  noon  so  litel  thing 
So  hid,  ne  closed  with  shitting. 
That  it  ne  is  sene,  as  though  it  were 
Peynted  in  the  cristal  there.  1600 

This  is  the  mirour  perilous, 
In  which  the  proude  Narcisns 
Saw  al  his  face  fair  and  bright, 
That  made  him  sith  to  lye  upright. 
For  who-so  loke  in  that  mirour,  1605 

Ther  may  no-thing  ben  his  socour 
That  he  ne  shal  ther  seen  som  thing 
That  shal  him  lede  into  floving. 
Ful  many  a  worthy  man  hath  it 
T-blent ;  for  folk  of  grettest  wit  1610 

Ben  sone  caught  here  and  awayted  ; 
Withouten  respyt  been  they  bayted. 
Heer  comth  to  folk  of-newe  rage, 
Heer  chaungeth  many  wight  corage  ; 
Heer  lyth  no  reed  ne  wit  therto  ;         1615 
For  Yenus  sone,  daun  Cupido, 
Hath  sowen  there  of  love  the  seed, 
That  help  ne  lyth  ther  noon,  ne  reed, 
So  cercleth  it  the  welle  aboute. 
His  ginnes  hath  he  set  withoute  1620 

Right  for  to  cacche  in  his  pantores 
These  damoysels  and  bachdercs. 
Love  will  noon  other  bridde  cacche. 
Though  he  sette  either  net  or  lacche.  1624 
And  for  the  seed  that  heer  was  sowen. 
This  wdle  is  deped,  as  wel  is  knowen, 
The  Welle  of  Love,  of  verray  right. 
Of  which  ther  hath  ful  many  a  wight 
Spoke  in  bokes  dyversely. 
But  they  shuUe  never  so  verily  1630 

Descripcioun  of  the  welle  here. 
No  eek  the  sothe  of  this  matere, 
As  ye  shulle,  whan  I  have  undo 
The  craft  that  hir  bilongeth  to. 

Alway  me  lyked  for  to  dwelle,  1635 
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To  seen  the  cristal  in  the  welle, 
That  shewed  me  fnl  openly 
A  thousand  thinges  faste  by. 
But  I  may  saye,  in  sory  honre 
Stood  I  to  loken  or  to  ponre ;  1640 

For  sithen  [have]  I  sore  f^yked, 
That  miroor  hath  me  now  entryked. 
But  hadde  I  first  knowen  in  jxxy  wit 
The  vertue  and  [the]  fstrengthe  of  it, 
I  nolde  not  have  mused  there ;  1645 

Me  hadde  bet  ben  elles-where ; 
For  in  the  snare  I  fel  anoon, 
That  hath  f  bitraisshed  many  oon. 
The  Roser. 
In  thilke  mirour  saw  I  tho, 
Among^  a  thousand  thinges  mo,  1650 

A  ROBKR  charged  ful  of  roses, 
That  with  an  hegge  aboute  endos  is. 
Tho  had  I  swich  lust  and  envye, 
That,  for  Paiys  ne  for  Fftvye, 
Nolde  I  have  left  to  goon  and  see        1655 
Ther  grettest  hepe  of  roses  be. 
Whan  I  was  with  this  rage  hent, 
That  caught  hath  many  a  man  ^nd  shent, 
Toward  the  roser  gan  I  go. 
And  whan  I  was  not  fer  therfro,         1660 
The  savour  of  the  roses  swote 
Me  smoot  right  to  the  herte  rote, 
As  I  hadde  al  embawmed  fbe. 
And  if  I  ne  hadde  endouted  me 
To  have  ben  hated  or  assailed,  1665 

My  thankes,  fwolde  I  not  have  failed 
To  pulle  a  rose  of  al  that  route 
To  bere[n]  in  myn  honde  aboute, 
And  smellen  to  it  wher  I  wente ; 
But  ever  I  dredde  me  to  repente,        1670 


And  lest  it  greved  or  for-thoughte 
The  lord  that  thilke  gardyn  wroughte. 
Of  roses  were  ther  gret  woon, 
So  £ure  fwexe  never  in  roon. 
Of  knoppes  olos,  some  saw  I  there,      1675 
And  some  wel  beter  woxen  were ; 
And  some  ther  been  of  other  moysoun. 
That  drowe  nigh  to  hir  sesoun, 
And  spedde  hem  faste  for  to  sprede ; 
I  love  wel  Bwiohe  roses  rede ;  1680 

For  brode  roses,  and  open  also, 
Ben  passed  in  a  day  or  two  ; 
But  knoppes  wilen  fresshe  be 
Two  dayes  atte  leest,  or  three. 
The  knoppes  gretly  lyked  me,  1685 

For  fairer  may  ther  no  man  see. 
Who-so  mighte  have[n]  oon  of  alle, 
It  oughte  him  been  ftil  leef  withalle. 
Mighte  I  [a]  gerlond  of  iiem  geten, 
For  no  richesse  I  wolde  it  leten.  1690 

The  Knoppe. 
Among  THS  knoppes  I  chees  oon 
So  fair,  that  of  the  remenaunt  noon 
Ne  preyse  I  half  so  wel  as  it, 
Whan  I  avyse  it  in  my  wit. 
For  it  so  wel  was  enlumyned  1695 

With  colour  reed,  as  wel  [y>fyned 
As  nature  conthe  it  make  faire. 
And  it  thad  leves  wel  foure  paire. 
That  Kinde  had  set  through  his  knowing 
About  the  rede  frose  springing.  17U0 

The  stalke  was  as  risshe  right. 
And  theron  stood  the  knopi>e  upright, 
That  it  ne  bowed  upon  no  syde. 
The  swote  smelle  sprong  so  wyde 
That  it  dide  al  the  place  aboute —       1705 
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[Line  1705  is  incomplete,  as  the  sentence  has  no  verb.    Here  the  genuine  portion  ends. 

Line  1706  gives  a  fdUe  rime,  and  is  hy  another  hand.] 


Whan  I  had  smelled  the  savour  swote. 
No  wille  hadde  I  fro  thens  yit  go, 
But  somdel  neer  it  wente  I  tho 
To  take  it ;  but  myn  bond,  for  drede, 
Ne  dorste  I  to  the  rose  bede,  1710 

For  thistels  sharpe,  of  many  maneres, 
Netles,  thomes,  and  hoked  brercs  ; 


fFul  muche  they  distourbled  me. 
For  sore  I  dradde  to  harmed  be. 

The  God  of  Love,  with  bowe  bent,    1715 
That  al  day  set  hadde  his  talent 
To  pursuen  and  to  spyen  me, 
Was  stonding  by  a  fige-tree. 
And  whan  he  sawe  how  that  I 
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Had  chosen  no  ententifly  1720 

The  f  bototm,  more  unto  my  pay 
Than  any  other  that  I  say, 
He  took  an  arowe  ftil  sharply  whet. 
And  in  his  bowe  whan  it  was  set, 
He  streight  np  to  his  ere  drong^h         1725 
The  stronge  bowe,  that  was  so  tough, 
And  shot  at  me  so  wonder  smerte. 
That  through  myn  eye  nnto  myn  herte 
The  takel  smoot,  and  depe  it  wente. 
And  ther-with-al  such  cold  me  hente. 
That,  under  clothes  warme  and  softe,  1731 
■fSith  that  day  I  have  ohevered  ofbe. 

Whan  I  was  hurt  thus  in  [that]  stounde, 
I  fel  doun  plat  unto  the  grounde. 
Hyn  herte  failed  and  feynted  ay,        1735 
And  long  tyme  [ther]  a-swone  I  lay. 
Bat  whan  I  com  out  of  swoning, 
And  hadde  wit,  and  my  feling, 
I  was  al  maat,  and  wende  ftd  wel 
Of  blood  have  loren  a  ful  gret  deL       1740 
But  certee,  the  arowe  that  in  me  stood 
Of  me  ne  drew  no  drope  of  blood, 
For-why  I  found  my  wounde  al  dreye. 
Than  took  I  with  myn  hondis  tweye 
The  arowe,  and  ful  Cut  out  it  plight,  1745 
And  in  the  pulling  sore  I  sight* 
So  at  the  last  the  shaft  of  tree 
I  drongh  out,  with  the  fathers  three. 
But  yet  the  hoked  heed,  y-wis. 
The  whiche  Beautee  callid  is,  1750 

Gan  BO  depe  in  myn  herte  passe, 
That  I  it  mighte  nought  araoe ; 
But  in  myn  herte  stille  it  stood, 
Al  bledde  I  not  a  drope  of  blood. 
I  was  bothe  anguissous  and  trouble     1755 
For  the  peril  that  I  saw  double ; 
I  niste  what  to  seye  or  do, 
Ne  gete  a  leohe  my  woundis  fio ; 
For  neithir  thurgh  gras  ne  rote, 
Ne  hadde  I  help  of  hope  ne  bote.         1760 
But  to  the  botoun  ever-mo 
V 3m  herte  drew  ;  for  al  my  wo, 
My  thought  was  in  non  other  thing. 
For  hadde  it  been  in  my  keping. 
It  wolde  have  brought  my  lyf  agayn.  1765 
For  foerteinly,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  sight  only,  and  the  savour, 
Alegged  muche  of  my  langour. 

Than  gan  I  for  to  drawe  me 
Toward  the  botoun  fair  to  see ;  1770 


And  Love  hadde  gete  him,  in  fa  throwe, 

Another  arowe  into  his  bowe, 

And  for  to  shete  gan  him  dresse ; 

The  arowifl  name  was  Simplesse. 

And  whan  that  Ijove  gan  nyghe  me  nere. 

He  drow  it  up,  withouten  were,  1776 

And  shet  at  me  with  al  his  might, 

So  that  this  arowe  anon-right 

Thourghout  [myn]  eigh,  as  it  was  founds, 

Into  myn  herte  hath  maad  a  wounde. 

Thanne  I  anoon  dide  al  my  crafte       1781 

For  to  draw  en  out  the  shaifte. 

And  ther-with-al  I  sighed  efb. 

But  in  mjm  herte  the  heed  was  left. 

Which  ay  encresid  my  de^yre,  1 785 

Unto  the  botoun  drawe  nere ; 

And  ever,  mo  that  me  was  wo. 

The  more  de^yr  hadde  I  to  go 

Unto  the  roser,  where  that  grew 

The  firesshe  botoun  so  bright  of  he  we.  1790 

Betir  me  were  have  leten  be ; 

But  it  bihoved  nedes  me 

To  don  right  as  myn  herte  bad. 

For  ever  the  body  must  be  lad 

Aftir  the  herte  ;  in  wele  and  wo,         1795 

Of  force  togidre  they  must  go. 

But  never  this  archer  wolde  fyne 

To  shete  at  me  with  all  his  pyne, 

And  for  to  make  me  to  him  mote. 

The  thridde  arowe  he  gan  to  shete  1800 
Whan  best  his  tyme  he  mighte  ^pye. 
The  which  was  named  Curtesye  ; 
Into  myn  herte  it  dide  avale. 
A-swone  I  fel,  bothe  deed  and  pale ; 
Long  tyme  I  lay,  and  stired  nought,  1805 
Til  I  abraid  out  of  my  thought. 
And  &ste  than  I  avysed  me 
To  drawe[n]  out  the  shafte  of  tree ; 
But  ever  the  heed  was  left  bihinde 
For  ought  I  couthe  pulle  or  winde,     1810 
So  sore  it  stikid  whan  I  was  hit. 
That  by  no  craft  I  might  it  flit ; 
But  anguissous  and  ful  of  thought, 
I  ffelte  such  wo,  my  wounde  ay  wrought. 
That  somoned  me  alway  to  go  1815 

Toward  the  rose,  that  pleased  me  so ; 
But  I  ne  durste  in  no  manere, 
Bicause  the  archer  was  so  nere. 
For  evermore  gladly,  as  I  rede, 
Brent  child  of  fyr  hath  muche  drede.  i8ao 
And,  certis  jrit,  for  al  my  peyne. 
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Though  that  I  sigh  yit  arwis  rcynOf 
And  groonde  qnarels  sharpe  of  st^le, 
Ne  for  no  payne  that  I  might  fele, 
Yit  might  I  not  my-silf  with-holde     1825 
The  faire  roser  to  biholde ; 
For  Love  me  yaf  sich  hardement 
For  to  falflile  his  commanndement. 
Upon  my  feet  I  roos  np  than 
Feble,  as  a  forwonndid  man  ;  1830 

,  And  forth  to  gon  [my]  might  I  sette, 
And  for  the  archer  nolde  I  lette. 
Toward  the  roser  fast  I  drow  ; 
But  thomes  sharpe  mo  than  y-now 
Ther  were,  and  also  thistels  thikke,    1835 
And  breres,  brimme  for  to  prikke, 
That  I  ne  mighte  gete  grace 
The  rowe  thomes  for  to  passe, 
To  Bene  the  roses  fresshe  of  hewe, 
I  most  abide,  though  it  me  rewe,        1840 
The  hegge  abonte  so  thikke  was, 
That  olosid  the  roses  in  compas. 

But  o  thing  lyked  me  right  wele ; 
I  was  so  nygh,  I  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swote  odour,  1845 

And  also  see  the  fresshe  colour ; 
And  that  right  gn^^tly  lyked  me,. 
That  I  so  neer  fit  mighte  see. 
Sich  joye  anoon  therof  hadde  I, 
That  I  forgat  my  malady.  1850 

To  sene  +it  hoddo  I  sich  delyt, 
Of  sorwe  and  angpre  I  was  al  quit, 
And  of  jxxy  woundes  that  I  had  fthar ; 
For  no-thing  lyken  me  might  'fmar 
Than  dwellen  by  the  roser  ay,  1855 

And  thennes  never  to  passe  away. 

But  whan  a  whyle  I  had  be  thar. 
The  Qod  of  Love,  which  al  to-shar 
ICyn  herte  with  his  arwis  kene, 
f  Caste  him  to  yevo  me  woundis  grene. 
He  shet  at  mo  fnl  hastily  1861 

An  arwe  named  Company, 
The  whiche  takel  is  ful  able 
To  make  these  ladies  merciable. 
Than  I  anoon  gan  chaungen  hewe      1865 
For  grevaunce  of  my  wounde  newe, 
That  I  agayn  fel  in  swoning, 
And  sighed  sore  in  compleyning. 
Sore  I  complejmed  that  my  sore 
On  me  gan  greven  more  and  more.     1870 
I  had  non  hope  of  aUegeannce  ; 
So  nigh  I  drow  to  desperaunce, 


I  rought  of  dethe  ne  of  lyf, 

Whither  that  love  wolde  me  dryf. 

If  me  a  martir  wolde  he  make,  2875 

I  might  his  power  nought  forsake. 

And  whyl  for  anger  thus  I  wook. 

The  Ood  of  Love  an  arowe  took  ; 

Ful  sharp  it  was  and  [ful]  pngnannt, 

And  it  was  callid  Foir-Semblaunt,       1880 

The  which  in  no  wys  wol  consente. 

That  any  lover  him  rei>ente 

To  serve  his  love  with  herte  and  aUe, 

For  any  peril  that  may  bifalle. 

But  though  this  arwe  was  kene  grounde 

As  any  rasour  that  is  founde,  1886 

To  cutte  and  kerve,  at  the  i>oynt. 

The  Gk>d  of  Love  it  hadde  anoynt 

With  a  precious  oynement, 

Somdel  to  yeve  aleggement  1890 

Upon  the  woundes  that  he  had 

Through  the  body  in  my  herte  maad. 

To  helpe  hir  sores,  and  to  cure, 

And  that  they  may  the  bet  endure. 

But  yit  this  arwe,  withoute  more,       1895 

Mode  in  myn  herte  a  large  soro, 

That  in  fill  gret  peyne  I  abood. 

But  ay  the  oynement  wente  abrood ; 

Throughout  my  woundes  large  and  wyde 

It  spredde  aboute  in  every  syde  ;  njuxt 

Through  whos  vertu  and  whos  might 

Myn  herte  joyful  was  and  light. 

I  had  been  deed  and  al  to-shent 

But  for  the  precious  oynement. 

The  shaft  I  drow  out  of  the  arwe,       1905 

Boking  for  wo  right  wondir  narwe  ; 

But  the  heed  which  made  me  smerte, 

Lefte  biliinde  in  myn  herte 

With  other  foure,  I  dar  well  say, 

That  never  wol  be  take  away ;  1910 

But  the  oynement  halp  me  wele. 

And  yit  sich  sorwe  dide  I  fele 

fOf  my  woundes  fresshe  and  nowe. 

That  al-day  I  chaunged  hewe. 

As  men  might  see  in  my  visage.  19x5 

The  arwis  were  so  fullo  of  rage, 

So  variaunt  of  diversitee, 

That  men  in  everich  mighte  see 

Both  gret  anoy  and  eek  swetnesso, 

And  joye  meynt  with  bittimesse,        1920 

Now  were  they  esy,  now  where  they  wood, 

In  hem  I  felto  both  harm  and  good  ; 

Now  sore  without  aleggement, 
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No^r  fsoftening  with  oynement ; 

It  softned  here,  and  f prikked  there,  1925 

Thiu  ese  and  anger  tender  were. 

The  GK>d  of  Love  deliverly 
Com  lepond  to  me  hastily, 
And  seide  to  me,  in  gret  rape, 
'  Yeld  thee,  for  thou  may  not  escape !  1930 
May  no  defence  availe  thee  here  ; 
Therfore  I  rede  mak  no  danngere. 
If  thou  wolt  yelde  thee  hastily, 
Thoa  shalt  [the]  rather  have  mercy. 
He  is  a  fool  in  sikemesse,  1935 

That  with  daunger  or  stontnesse 
Behellith  ther  that  he  shnlde  plese ; 
In  such  folye  is  litel  ese. 
Be  meek,  wher  thou  mast  xiedis  howe  ,* 
To  stryve  ageyn  is  nought  thy  prowe. 
Come  at  ones,  and  have  y-do,  1941 

For  I  wol  that  it  be  so. 
Than  yeld  thee  here  debonairly.' 
And  I  answerid  ful  humbly, 
^  Gladly,  sir  ;   at  your  bidding,  1945 

I  wol  me  yelde  in  alle  thing. 
To  your  servyse  I  wol  me  take  ; 
For  god  defende  that  I  shulde  make 
Agtsyn  your  bidding  resistence  ; 
I  wol  not  doon  so  gret  offence ;  1950 

For  if  I  dide,  it  were  no  skile. 
Ye  may  do  with  me  what  ye  wile. 
Save  or  spille,  and  also  sloo  ; 
Fro  you  in  no  wyse  may  I  go. 
ICy  lyf,  my  deth,  is  in  your  honde,      1955 
I  may  not  laste  out  of  your  bonde. 
Pleyn  at  your  list  I  yelde  me, 
Hoping  in  herte,  that  sumtsrme  ye 
Comfort  and  ese  shulle  me  sonde ; 
Or  ellis  shortly,  this  is  the  ende,        i960 
Withouten  helthe  I  moot  ay  dure, 
But-if  ye  take  me  to  your  cure. 
Comfort  or  helthe  how  shuld  I  have, 
Sith  ye  me  hurte,  but  ye  me  save  ? 
The  helthe  of  f  lovers  moot  be  founde 
Wher-as  they  token  flrste  hir  wounde. 
And  if  ye  list  of  me  to  make  1967 

Your  prisoner,  I  wol  it  take 
Of  herte  and  wil,  fully  at  gree. 
Hoolly  and  pleyn  I  yelde  me,  1970 

Withoute  feyning  or  feyntyse, 
To  be  governed  hy  your  emprsrseb 
Of  you  I  here  so  much  piys, 
I. wol  ben  hool  at  your  devys 


For  to  fulfille  your  lyking  1975 

And  repente  for  no-thing. 

Hoping  to  have  yit  in  som  tyde 

Mercy,  of  that  [that]  I  abyde.' 

And  with  that  covenaunt  yeld  I  me, 

Anoon  doun  kneling  upon  my  knee,  1980 

Profering  for  to  kisse  his  feet ; 

But  for  no-thing  he  wolde  me  lete, 

And  seide,  '  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preyse, 

Sen  that  thyn  answer  doth  me  ese, 

For  thou  answerid  so  curteisly.  1985 

For  now  I  wot  wel  uttirly, 

That  thou  art  gentil,  by  thy  sx>eche. 

For  though  a  man  fer  wolde  seche, 

He  shulde  not  finden,  in  certeyn, 

No  sioh  answer  of  no  vileyn  ;  1990 

For  sich  a  word  ne  mighto  nought 

Isse  out  of  a  vilayns  thought. 

Thou  shalt  not  lesen  of  thy  6i>eclie, 

For  [to]  thy  helping  wol  I  eche, 

And  eek  enoresen  that  I  may.  1995 

But  first  I  wol  that  thou  obay 

Fully,  for  thyn  avauntage, 

Anon  to  do  me  here  homage. 

And  sithe[n]  kisse  thou  shalt  my  mouth. 

Which  to  no  vilayn  was  never  couth  2000 

For  to  aproche  it,  ne  for  to  touche  ; 

For  sauf  fto  cherlis  I  ne  vouohe 

That  they  shulle  never  neigh  it  nere. 

For  curteys,  and  of  fair  manere, 

Wel  taught,  and  ful  of  gentilnesse     20i)$ 

He  muste  ben,  that  shal  me  kisse. 

And  also  of  ful  high  fraunchyse. 

That  shal  atteyne  to  that  empryse. 

'  And  first  of  o  thing  warne  I  thee. 
That  peyne  and  gret  adversitee  2010 

He  mot  endure,  and  eek  travaile, 
That  shal  me  serve,  withoute  faile. 
But  ther-ageyns,  thee  to  comforte, 
And  with  thy  servise  to  desporte. 
Thou  mayst  ful  glad  and  joyfVil  be     2015 
So  good  a  maister  to  have  as  me, 
And  lord  of  so  high  renoun. 
I  here  of  Love  the  gonfanoun, 
Of  Curte^e  the  banere ; 
For  I  am  of  the  silf  mamere,  2020 

Gentil,  curteys,  meek  and  free  ; 
That  who  [so]  ever  ententif  be 
Me  to  honoure,  doute,  and  serve, 
And  also  that  he  him  observe 
Fro  trespas  and  fro  vilanye,  2025 
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And  him  goveme  in  cnrteBye 

With  wil  and  with  entencionn , 

For  whan  he  first  in  my  prisoon 

Is  cattght,  than  mnste  he  uttirly, 

Fro  thennes-forth  tal  bisily,  aojo 

Caste  him  gentil  for  to  be, 

If  he  desyre  helpe  of  me.* 

Anoon  withonten  more  delay, 
Withouten  daonger  or  af&ay, 
I  bioom  his  man  anoon,  3035 

And  gave  him  thankes  many  a  oon. 
And  kneled  doon  with  hondis  joynt. 
And  made  it  in  my  port  fnl  -f^aoynt ; 
The  joye  wente  to  myn  herte  rote. 
Whan  I  had  kissed  his  month  so  swote, 
I  had  sich  mirthe  and  sich  lyking,     3041 
It  cored  me  of  languisshing. 
He  askid  of  me  than  hostages  .* — 
'  I  have,*  he  seide,  *  ftan  fele  homages 
Of  oon  and  other,  where  I  have  been  2045 
fDisceyvod  ofbe,  withonten  wene. 
These  felouns,  fnlle  of  falsitee. 
Have  many  sythes  bigyled  me, 
And  through  falshede  hir  lost  acheved, 
Wherof  I  repente  and  am  agreved.     2050 
And  I  hem  gete  in  my  danngere, 
Hir  falshed  shulle  they  bye  fnl  dere. 
Bnt  for  I  love  thee,  I  seye  thee  pleyn, 
I  wol  of  thee  be  more  certeyn  ; 
For  thee  so  sore  I  wol  now  binde,       3055 
That  thon  away  ne  shalt  not  winde 
For  to  denyen  the  covenaunt. 
Or  doon  that  is  not  avenannt. 
That  thon  were  fals  it  were  greet  renthe, 
Sith  thon  semest  so  fnl  of  treuthe.'    3060 

'  Sire,  if  thee  list  to  nndirstande, 
I  merveile  thoe  asking  this  demande. 
For-why  or  wherfore  sholde  ye 
Ostages  or  borwis  aske  of  me, 
Or  any  other  sikimesse,  3065 

Sith  ye  wote,  in  sothfastnesse. 
That  ye  have  me  fsurpiysed  so, 
And  hool  myn  herte  ftan  me  fro. 
That  it  wol  do  for  me  no-thing 
But-if  it  be  at  your  bidding  ?  3070 

Myn  herte  is  yours,  and  myn  right  nought, 
As  it  bihovetb,  in  dede  and  thought, 
Bedy  in  alle  to  vorche  your  wille. 
Whether  so  [it]  tume  to  good  or  ille. 
So  sore  it  lustith  you  to  plese,  3075 

No  man  therof  may  you  fdisseise. 


Ye  have  theron  set  sich  justise, 

That  it  is  werreyd  in  many  wise. 

And  if  ye  donte  it  nolde  obeye, 

Ye  may  therof  do  make  a  k^jre,  3o8o 

And  holde  it  with  you  for  ostage.' 

*  Now  oertis,  this  is  noon  outrage,' 

Quoth  Love,  *  and  folly  I  accord ; 

For  of  the  body  he  is  ^  lord 

That  hath  the  herte  in  his  tresor ;      3085 

Outrage  it  were  to  asken  more.' 

Than  of  his  aumener  he  drough 
A  litel  keye,  fetys  y-nough. 
Which  was  of  gold  polisshed  dere. 
And  seide  to  me,  *  With  this  keye  here 
Thyn  herte  to  me  now  wol  I  shette ;  3091 
For  al  my  jotvellis  loke  and  knette 
I  binde  under  this  litel  keye, 
That  no  wight  may  carye  aweye ; 
This  keye  is  ful  of  gret  poeste.'  2095 

With  which  anoon  he  touchid  me 
Undir  the  syde  ful  softely. 
That  he  myn  herto  sodejmly 
Without  [al]  anoy  had  spered, 
That  yit  right  nought  it  hath  me  dered. 
Whan  he  had  doon  his  wil  al-out,       3101 
And  I  had  put  him  out  of  dout, 
'  Sire,'  I-seide,  *  I  have  right  gret  wille 
Your  lust  and  plesaunoe  to  fulfllle. 
Loke  ye  my  servise  take  at  gree,         3105 
By  thilke  feith  ye  owe  to  me. 
I  seye  nought  for  recreaundyse. 
For  I  nought  douto  of  your  servyse. 
But  the  servaunt  traveileth  in  vayne, 
That  for  to  serven  doth  his  payne       3  no 
Unto  that  lord,  which  in  no  wyse 
Can  him  no  thank  for  his  servyse.' 

Love  seMe,  ■*  Dismaye  thee  nought, 
Sin  thou  xor-sucour  hast  me  sought,    ~ 
In  thank  thy  servise  wol  I  take,  3115 

And  high  of  tgree  I  wol  thee  make, 
If  wikkidnesse  ne  hindre  thee ; 
But,  as  I  hope,  it  shal  nought  be. 
To  worship  no  wight  by  aventure 
May  come,  but-if  he  peyne  endure.      3130 
Al>yde  and  suffre  thy  distresse ; 
That  hurtith  now,  it  shal  be  lesse ; 
I  wot  my-silf  what  may  thee  save. 
What  medicyne  thou  woldist  have. 
And  if  thy  trouthe  to  me  thou  kepe,  3135 
I  shal  unto  thyn  helping  eke, 
To  cure  thy  woundes  and  make  hem  dene, 
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Wlier-6o  they  be  olde  or  grene ; 

Thoa  ahalt  be  holpen,  at  wozdis  fewe, 

For  oerteynly  thoa  ahalt  wel  shewe    2130 

Wher  th&t  thoa  Berrest  with  good  wille, 

"For  to  oomplisshen  and  falfiUe 

My  oomaxmdementis,  day  and  night, 

"Whiche  I  to  lovers  yeve  of  right.* 

*"  Ah,  sire,  for  goddis  love,*  said  I,     2135 
*  £r  ye  passe  hens,  ententifly 
Your  comanndexnentis  to  me  ye  say, 
And  I  shal  kepe  hem,  if  I  may ; 
For  hem  to  kepen  is  al  my  thought. 
And  if  so  be  I  wot  them  nought,        2140 
Than  may  I  [sinne]  unwitingly. 
Wherfore  I  pray  you  enterely. 
With  al  myn  herte,  me  to  lere. 
That  I  trespasse  in  no  manere.* 

The  god  of  love  them  chargid  me     2145 
Anoon,  as  ye  shal  here  and  see, 
Word  by  word,  by  right  empryse, 
So  as  the  Bomanoe  shal  devyse. 

The  maister  lesith  his  tyme  to  lore, 
Whan  the  disciple  wol  not  here.         2150 
It  is  but  vejn  on  him  to  swinke. 
That  on  his  leming  wol  not  thinke. 
Who-eo  lust  love,  let  him  entende, 
For  now  the  Bomance  fginneth  amende.  ! 
Now  is  good  to  here,  in  fay,  3155 

If  €uiy  be  that  can  it  say. 
And  p<^ynte  it  as  the  resoun  is 
Set ;  for  other-^te,  y-wis, 
It  shal  nought  wel  in  alle  thing 
Be  brought  to  good  undirstonding ;    2160 
For  a  reder  that  poyntith  ille 
A  good  sentence  may  ofbe  spille. 
The  book  is  good  at  the  ending, 
Maad  of  newe  and  lusty  thing ; 
For  who-«o  wol  the  ending  here,         2165 
The  crafte  of  love  he  shal  now  lere. 
If  that  he  wol  so  long  abyde, 
Til  I  this  Bomance  may  unhyde, 
And  undo  the  signifiaunce 
Of  this  dreme  into  Bomaunce.  2170 

The  sothfastnesse,  that  now  is  hid. 
Without  coverture  shal  be  kid. 
Whan  I  nndon  have  this  dreming, 
Wherin  no  word  is  of  losing. 

*  Yilany,  at  the  biginning,  2175 

I  wol,'  i-sayd  Love,  '  over  alle  thing, 
Thou  leve,  if  thou  wolt  [not]  be 
Fals,  and  trespasse  ageynes  me. 


2180 


2185 


I  curse  and  blame  generally 
Alle  hem  that  loven  vilany ; 
For  vilany  makith  vilayn. 
And  by  his  dedis  a  oherle  is  seyn, 
Thise  vilayns  am  without  pitee, 
Frendshipe,  love,  and  al  bounte. 
I  nil  receyve  fto  my  servyse 
Hem  that  ben  vilayns  of  empryse. 

*  But  undirstonde  in  thyn  entent, 
That  this  is  not  myn  entendement. 
To  depe  no  wight  in  no  ages 
Only  gentil  for  his  linages.  2190 

But  who-so  [that]  is  vertuous, 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous, 
Whan  sich  oon  thou  seest  thee  bifom, 
Though  he  be  not  gentil  bom, 
Thou  mayst  wel  seyn,  this  is  fa  soth,  2195 
That  he  is  gentil,  bicause  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentilman  ; 
Of  hem  non  other  deme  I  can. 
For  certeynly,  withouten  drede, 
A  cherle  is  denied  by  his  dede,  2200 

Of  hye  or  lowe,  as  ye  may  see. 
Or  of  what  kinrede  that  he  be. 
Ne  say  nought,  for  noon  yvel  wille, 
Thing  that  is  to  holden  stille  ; 
It  is  no  worship  to  misseye.  2205 

Thou  mayst  ensample  take  of  Keye, 
That  was  somtyme,  for  misseying, 
Hated  bothe  of  olde  and  ying ; 
As  fer  as  Gaweyn,  the  worthy. 
Was  preysed  for  his  curtesy,  2210 

Keye  was  hated,  for  he  was  fel. 
Of  word  dispitous  €knd  cruel« 
Wherfore  .be  wyse  and  aqueyntable, 
Goodly  of  word,  and  resonable 
Bothe  to  lesse  and  eek  to  mar.  2215 

And  whan  thou  oomest  ther  men  ar, 
Loke  that  thou  have  in  custom  ay 
First  to  salue  hem,  if  thou  may  : 
And  if  it  falle,  that  of  hem  som 
Salue  thee  first,  be  not  dom,  2220 

But  quyte  him  curteisly  anoon 
Without  abiding,  er  they  goon, 

^  For  no-thing  eek  thy  tunge  applye 
To  speke  wordis  of  ribaudye. 
To  vilayn  speche  in  no  degree  2225 

Lat  never  thy  lippe  unbounden  be. 
For  I  nought  holde  him,  in  good  feith, 
Curteys,  that  foule  wordis  seith. 
And  aUe  wimmen  serve  and  preyse, 
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And  to  thy  power  hir  honour  royse.    2^30 
And  if  that  any  missayoro 
Dispyse  wimmen,  that  thon  mayst  here, 
Blame  him,  and  hidde  himholde  him  stille. 
And  set  thy  might  and  al  thy  wille 
Wimmen  and  ladies  for  to  pleso,         2235 
And  to  do  thing  that  may  hem  ese, 
That  they  ever  speke  good  of  thee, 
For  BO  thon  mayst  boat  preysed  be. 

'  Loke  fro  pryde  thon  kepe  thee  wele ; 
For  thon  mayst  bothe  perceyve  and  felo, 
That  pryde  is  bothe  foly  and  sinne  ;    2241 
And  he  that  pryde  hath,  him  withinne, 
Ke  may  his  herte,  in  no  wyse, 
Mcken  ne  sonplen  to  servyse. 
For  pryde  is  foundo,  in  every  part,      2245 
Contrarie  nnto  Ix)ves  art. 
And  he  that  loveth  trewely 
Shnlde  him  contene  jolily, 
Withouten  pryde  in  sondry  wyse. 
And  him  disgysen  in  queyntyse.  2250 

For  qneynt  array,  withonten  drede. 
Is  no-thing  prond,  who  takith  hede ; 
For  fresh  array,  as  men  may  see, 
Withonten  pryde  may  ofto  be. 

'  Mayntene  thy-silf  aftir  thy  rent,    2255 
Of  robe  and  eek  of  gamement ; 
For  many  sythe  fair  clothing 
A  man  amendith  in  mich  thing. 
And  loke  alwey  that  they  bo  shape, 
What  gamement  that  thou  shalt  make. 
Of  him  that  can  [hem]  Ix^ste  do,  2261 

With  al  that  perteyneth  therto. 
Poyntis  and  sieves  be  wel  sittand. 
Right  and  streight  fnpon  the  hand. 
Of  shoon  and  botes,  newe  and  fairo,    2265 
Loke  at  the  leest  thou  have  a  paire ; 
And  that  they  sitte  so  fetisly. 
That  these  rude  may  uttirly 
Merveylo,  sitli  that  they  sitto  so  pleyn, 
How  they  come  on  or  of  ageyn.  2270 

Were  streite  gloves,  with  'f'aumenere 
Of  silk  ;  and  olwoy  with  good  chore 
Thou  yeve,  if  thou  have  richesse  ; 
And  if  thou  have  nought,  spend  the  lesse. 
Alwey  be  merry,  if  thou  may,  2275 

But  waste  not  thy  good  alway. 
Have  hat  of  fioures  fresh  as  May, 
Chapolet  of  roses  of  Whitsonday ; 
For  sicli  array  ne  fcost  but  lytc. 
Thjm  hondis  wash,  thy  teeth  makewhyte. 


And  lot  no  filtho  upon  Ihoo  be.  2281 

Tliy  nailes  blak  if  thou  mayst  see, 

Voide  it  awey  deliverly. 

And  kembe  thyn  heed  right  jolily. 

f  Fard  not  thy  visage  in  no  wyse,         J285 

For  that  of  love  is  not  th'empryse  ; 

For  love  doth  haten,  as  I  finde, 

A  beaute  that  cometh  not  of  kinde. 

Alwey  in  herte  I  rede  thee 

Olad  and  m^ry  for  to  be,  2290 

And  be  as  jojrful  as  thou  can  ; 

Love  hath  no  joye  of  sorowful  man. 

That  yvel  is  ful  of  curtesye 

That  flauhwith  in  his  maladye  ; 

For  ever  of  love  the  siknesse  2295 

Is  meynd  with  swete  and  bitternesse. 

The  sore  of  love  is  merveilous  ; 

For  now  the  lover  [is]  joyous. 

Now  can  he  pleyne,  now  can  ho  grone, 

Now  can  he  singen,  now  maken  mone. 

To-day  he  pleyneth  for  hevinesse,        2301 

To-morowe  he  fpleyeth  for  jolynesse. 

The  lyf  of  love  is  ftd  contrarie. 

Which  stoundemele  can  ofbe  itirie. 

But  if  thou  canst  [som]  mirthis  make,  2305 

That  men  in  gree  wole  gladly  take. 

Do  it  goodly,  I  comaunde  thee  ; 

For  men  sholde,  wher-so-ever  they  be, 

Do  thing  that  hem  [best]  sitting  is, 

For  therof  cometh  good  loos  and  pris.  2310 

Wher-of  that  thou  be  vertuous, 

Ne  be  not  straunge  ne  daungerons. 

For  if  that  thou  good  rider  be, 

Prike  gladly,  that  men  may  se. 

In  armes  also  if  thou  conne,  2315 

Pursue,  til  thou  a  name  hast  wonno. 

And  if  thy  voice  be  fair  and  clere, 

Thou  shalt  maken  no  gret  daungere 

Whan  to  singe  they  goodly  preye  ; 

It  is  thy  worship  for  to  obeye.  2320 

Also  to  you  it  longith  ay 

To  harpe  and  giteme,  daunce  and  play ; 

For  if  he  can  wel  foote  and  daunce, 

It  may  him  greetly  do  avaunce. 

Among  eek,  for  thy  lady  sake,  2325 

Songes  and  complayntes  that  thou  make ; 

For  that  wol  "j-meve  [hem]  in  hir  herte, 

Whan  they  reden  of  thy  smerte. 

Loke  that  no  man  for  scarce  thee  holde. 

For  that  may  greve  thee  many-folde.  2330 

Ilesoun  wol  that  a  lover  be 
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In  his  yiftes  more  large  and  free 

Than  cherles  that  been  not  of  loving, 

For  who  ther-of  can  any  thing. 

He  shal  be  leef  ay  for  to  yeve,  2355 

In  fLoTes  lore  who  so  wolde  leve ; 

For  he  that,  through  a  sodeyn  sight, 

Or  for  a  kissing,  anon-right 

Yaf  hool  his  herte  in  wille  and  thought. 

And  to  him-silf  kepith  right  nought,  2340 

Aftir  't'swich  yift,  is  good  repoun, 

He  yeve  his  good  in  abandoun. 

*  Now  wol  I  shortly  here  reheroe. 
Of  that  [that]  I  have  seid  in  verse, 
Al  the  sentence  by  and  by,  3345 

In  wordis  fewe  compendiously. 
That  thou  the  bet  mayst  on  hem  thinke, 
Whether-so  it  be  thou  wake  or  winke ; 
For  [that]  the  wordis  litel  greve 
A  man  to  kepe,  whanne  it  is  breve.     2350 

^  Who-so  with  Love  wol  goon  or  ryde 
He  mot  be  curteys,  and  void  of  pryde, 
Heiy  and  fuUe  of  jolite, 
And  of  largesse  alosed  be. 

*■  First  I  joyne  thee,  here  in  penaunce. 
That  ever,  withoute  repentaunoe,       2356 
Thou  set  thy  thought  in  thy  loving, 
To  laste  withoute  repenting ; 
And  thenke  upon  thy  mirthis  swete, 
That  shal  folowe  aftir  whan  ye  mete.  2360 

'  And  for  thou  trewe  to  love  shalt  be, 
I  wol,  and  [eek]  oomaunde  thee, 
That  in  00  place  thou  sette,  al  hool, 
Thyn  herte,  withouten  halfen  dool. 
For  trecherie,  fin  sikemesse  ;  2365 

For  I  lovede  never  doublenesse. 
To  many  his  herte  that  wol  depart, 
Everiche  shal  have  but  litel  part. 
But  of  him  drede  I  me  right  nought, 
That  in  00  place  settith  his  thought.  2370 
Therfore  in  00  place  it  sette, 
And  let  it  never  thennes  flette. 
For  if  thou  yev«st  it  in  lening, 
I  holde  it  but  a  wrecchid  thing : 
Therfore  yeve  it  hool  and  quyto,  2375 

And  thou  shalt  have  the  more  merite. 
If  it  be  lent,  than  aftir  soon. 
The  bountee  and  the  thank  is  doon  ; 
But,  in  love,  free  yeven  thing 
Bequyrith  a  gret  guerdoning.  2380 

Yeve  it  in  yift  al  quit  Ailly, 
And  make  thy  yift  debonairly ; 


For  men  that  yift  [wol]  holde  more  dere 

That  yeven  is  with  gladsome  chere. 

That  yift  nought  to  preisen  is  2385 

That  man  yeveth,  maugre  his. 

Whan  thou  hast  yeven  thyn  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  thee  here  [al]  openly, 

Than  aventures  shulle  thee  falle, 

Which  harde  and  hevy  been  withalle.  2390 

For  ofte  whan  thou  bithenkist  thee 

Of  thy  loving,  whernw)  thou  be, 

Fro  folk  thou  must  depart  in  by. 

That  noon  x>erceyve  thy  malady. 

But  hyde  thyn  harm  thou  must  alone,  2395 

And  go  forth  sole,  and  make  thy  mone. 

Thou  shalt  no  whyl  be  in  00  stat. 

But  whylom  cold  and  whylom  hat ; 

Kow  reed  as  rose,  now  yelowe  and  fade. 

Such  sorowe,  I  trowe,  thou  never  hade ; 

Cotidien,  ne  [yit]  quarteyne,  2401 

It  is  nat  so  ful  of  peyne. 

For  ofte  tj^mes  it  shal  falle 

In  love,  among  thy  peynes  alle, 

That  thou  thy-self,  al  hoolly,  2405 

Foiyeten  shalt  so  utterly, 

That  many  tymes  thou  shalt  be 

Stille  as  an  image  of  tree, 

Dom  as  a  stoon,  without  storing 

Of  foot  or  bond,  without  speking  ;       2410 

Than,  sone  after  al  thy  peyne. 

To  memorie  shalt  thou  oome  ageyn, 

A[s]  man  abasshed  wondre  sore, 

And  after  sighen  more  and  more. 

For  wit  thou  wel,  withouten  wene,     2415 

In  swioh  astat  ful  oft  have  been 

That  have  the  yvel  of  love  assayd, 

Wher-through  thou  art  so  dismayd. 

*  After,  a  thought  shal  take  thee  so. 
That  thy  love  is  to  fer  thee  fro  :  2420 

Thou  shalt  say^  "  Ood,  what  may  this  be. 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  see  ? 
Myne  herte  aloon  is  to  her  go. 
And  I  abyde  al  sole  in  wo. 
Departed  fro  myn  owne  thought,        2425 
And  with  myne  eyen  see  right  nought. 
Alas,  myn  eyen  tsende  I  ne  may, 
My  careftd  herte  to  oonvay ! 
Myn  hertes  gyde  but  they  be, 
I  praise  no-thing  what  ever  they  see.  2430 
Shul  they  abyde  thanne  ?  nay ; 
But  goon  f  viqyte  without  delay 
That  myn  herte  de«yreth  sa 
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For  certeynly,  but-if  they  go, 

A  fool  my-aelf  I  may  wel  holde,  2435 

Whan  I  ne  see  what  myn  herte  -wolde. 

VVherfore  I  wol  gon  her  to  seen, 

Or  esed  shal  I  never  been. 

Bat  I  have  som  tokening." 

Then  goet  thon  forth  without  dwelling ; 

But  ofte  thon  faylest  of  thy  de^re,     2441 

£r  thou  mayst  come  hir  any  nere, 

And  wastest  in  vayn  thy  passage. 

Than  fallest  thon  in  a  newe  rage  ; 

For  wante  of  sight  thon  ginnest  mome, 

And  homward  pensif  dost  retome.     2446 

In  greet  mischeef  than  shalt  thou  be, 

For  than  ogayn  shal  come  to  thee 

Sighes  and  ple3mtes,  with  newe  wo. 

That  no  icching  prikketh  so.  2450 

Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  go  ler© 

Of  hem  that  byen  love  so  dere. 

'  No-thing  thyn  herte  appesen  may, 
That  oft  thou  wolt  goon  and  assay, 
If  thou  mayst  seen,  by  aventure,         2455 
Tliy  lyves  joy,  thyn  hertis  cure ; 
So  that,  by  grace  if  thou  might 
Atteyno  of  hir  to  have  a  sight. 
Than  shalt  thou  doon  non  other  dede 
But  with  that  sight  thyn  eyen  fedo.  2460 
That  faire  fresh  whan  thou  mayst  see, 
Thyn  herte  shal  so  ravisshed  be, 
Tliat  never  thou  woldest,  thy  thankis,  lete, 
Xe  remove,  for  to  see  that  swete. 
The  more  thou  seest  in  sothfastnesse,  2465 
The  more  thou  fcovoytest  of  that  swet- 

ncsse ; 
The  more  thyn  herte  brenneth  in  fyr. 
The  more  thyn  herte  is  in  desyr. 
For  who  oonsidreth  every  del. 
It  may  be  lykned  wondir  wel,  2470 

The  peyne  of  love,  unto  a  fere  ; 
For  ever  [the]  more  thou  neighest  nere 
f  Thought,  or  who-so  that  it  be, 
For  verray  sothe  I  telle  it  thee. 
The  hatter  over  shal  thou  brenne,       2475 
As  experience  shal  thee  kenne. 
Wher'SO  [thou]  comest  in  any  cost, 
\Vho  is  next  fyr,  he  brenneth  most. 
And  yit  forsothe,  for  al  thyn  hete. 
Though  thou  for  love  swelte  and  swete, 
No  for  no-thing  thou  felen  may,  2481 

Thou  shalt  not  willen  to  passe  away. 
And  though  thou  go,  yet  must  thee  nede 


Thenke  al-day  on  hir  fairhede, 

Whom  thou  bihelde  witli  so  good  wille  ; 

And  holde  thyself  bigyled  ille,  2486 

That  thou  ne  haddest  non  hardement 

To  shewe  hir  ought  of  thyn  entent. 

Th3ni  herte  iul  sore  thou  wolt  dispjme, 

And  eek  repreve  of  cowardyse,  2490 

That  thou,  so  dulle  in  every  thing. 

Were  dom  for  drede,  without  speking, 

Thou  shalt  eek  thenke  thou  didest  foly. 

That  thou  wert  hir  so  faste  hy^ 

And  durst  not  auntre  thee  to  say        2495 

Som-thing,  er  thou  cam  away  ; 

For  thou  haddist  no  more  wonne, 

To  speke  of  hir  whan  thou  bigonne  : 

But  tyif  she  wolde,  for  thy  sake. 

In  armes  goodly  thee  have  take,         2500 

It  shulde  have  be  more  worth  to  thee 

Than  of  tresour  greet  plentee. 

'  Thus  shalt  thou  mome  and  eek  com- 
pleyn. 
And  gete  enchesoun  to  goon  ogeyn 
Unto  thy  walk,  or  to  thy  place,  25<>5 

Where  thou  biheld  hir  fleshly  face. 
And  never,  for  fals  suspeccioun. 
Thou  woldest  finde  occasioun 
For  to  gon  unto  hir  hous. 
So  art  thou  thanne  desirous  2510 

A  sight  of  hir  for  to  have, 
If  thou  thine  honour  mightest  save. 
Or  any  erand  mightist  make 
Thider,  for  thy  loves  sake  ; 
Ful  fayn  thou  woldist,  but  for  drede  2515 
Tliou  gost  not,  lest  that  men  take  hede. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  in  thy  going, 
And  also  in  thjn  ageyn-coming, 
Thou  be  wel  war  that  men  ne  wit ; 
Fcyne  thee  other  cause  than  it  2520 

To  go  that  weye,  or  faste  by  ; 
To  hele  wel  is  no  folye. 
And  if  so  be  it  happe  thee 
That  thou  thy  love  ther  mayst  see, 
In  siker  wjrse  thou  hir  salewe,  25;  ; 

Wherwith  thy  colour  wol  transmewe, 
And  eke  thy  blood  shal  al  to-quake, 
Thy  hewe  eek  chaungen  for  hir  sake. 
Bnt  word  and  wit,  with  chere  ful  pale, 
Shnl  wante  for  to  telle  thy  tale.  3530 

And  if  thou  mayst  so  fer-forth  winne, 
That  thou  [thy]  resoun  durst  biginne, 
And  woldist  seyn  three  thingis  or  mo. 
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Thou  shalt  fdl  Bcanly  seyn  the  two. 
Thottgh  thou  bithenke  thee  never  so  wel, 
Thoa  shalt  foiyete  yit  somdel,  3536 

But-if  thou  dele  with  treoherye. 
For  fals  lovers  mowe  al  folye 
Seyn,  what  hem  lust,  withouten  drede. 
They  be  so  double  in  hir  falshede  ;      3540 
For  they  in  herte  cunne  thenke  a  thing 
And  sejni  another,  in  hir  speking^. 
And  whan  thy  speche  is  endid  al, 
Right  thus  to  thee  it  shal  bifal ; 
If  any  word  than  come  to  minde,        3545 
Tliat  thou  to  seye  hast  left  bihinde, 
Than  thou  shalt  brenne  in  g^eet  martyr  ; 
For  thou  shalt  brenne  as  any  tyr. 
This  is  the  stryf  and  eke  the  affray, 
And  the  batail  that  lastith  ay.  3550 

This  bargejm  ende  may  never  take, 
But-if  that  she  thy  pees  wil  make. 

*  And  whan  the  night  is  comen,  anon 
A  thousand  angres  shal  come  upon. 
To  bedde  as  fast  thou  wolt  thee  dight,  2555 
Where  thou  shalt  have  but  smal  delyt ; 
For  whan  thou  wenest  for  to  slepe, 
So  fdl  of  peyne  shalt  thou  crepe, 
Sterte  in  thy  bedde  aboute  ful  wyde, 
And  tume  ful  ofte  on  every  syde  ;      3560 
Now  downward  groffe,  and  now  upright. 
And  walowe  in  wo  the  longe  night ; 
Thyne  armis  shalt  thou  sprede  abrede, 
As  man  in  werre  were  "fforwerreyd. 
Than  shal  thee  come  a  remembraunce 
Of  hir  shape  and  hir  semblaunce        3566 
Wherto  non  other  may  be  pere. 
And  wite  thou  wel,  withoute  were. 
That  thee  shal  fseme,  somtyme  that  night, 
That  thou  hast  hir,  that  is  so  bright,  3570 
Xaked  bitwene  thyn  armes  there, 
Al  sothfastnesse  as  though  it  were. 
Thou  shalt  make  castels  than  in  Spayne, 
And  dreme  of  joye,  al  but  in  vayne, 
And  thee  delyten  of  right  nought,       3575 
Whyl  thou  so  slomrest  in  that  thought, 
That  is  so  swete  and  delitable, 
The  which,  in  soth,  nis  but  a  fable, 
For  it  ne  shal  no  whyle  laste. 
Than  shalt  thou  sighe  and  wepe  faste,  3580 
And  say,  "  Dere  god,  what  thing  is  this  ? 
My  dreme  is  turned  al  amis. 
Which  was  ful  swete  and  apparent. 
But  now  I  wake,  it  is  al  shent 


Now  yede  this  mexy  thought  away  !    2$i*$ 

Twenty  tymes  upon  a  day 

I  wolde  this  thought  wolde  come  ageyn, 

For  it  aUeggith  wel  my  peyn. 

It  makith  me  ful  of  joyful  thought, 

It  sleeth  me,  that  it  lastith  noght.      2591) 

A,  lord  !  why  nil  ye  me  socoure. 

The  joye,  1  trowe,  that  I  langoure  ? 

The  deth  I  wolde  me  shulde  slo 

Whyl  1  lye  in  hir  armes  two. 

Myn  harm  is  hard,  withouten  wene,  2595 

My  greet  unese  ful  ofte  I  mene. 

But  wolde  Love  do  so  I  might 

Have  fiilly  joye  of  hir  so  bright, 

My  pejme  were  quit  me  richely. 

Alias,  to  greet  a  thing  aske  I !  261  x) 

It  is  but  foly,  and  wrong  wening. 

To  aske  so  outrageous  a  thing. 

And  who-80  askith  folily, 

He  moot  bo  warned  hastily  ; 

And  I  no  wot  what  I  may  say,  2605 

I  am  so  fer  out  of  the  way  ; 

For  I  wolde  have  ful  gret  lyking 

And  ful  gret  joye  of  lasse  thing. 

For  wolde  she,  of  hir  gentilnesse, 

Withouten  more,  me  onis  kesse,  3610 

It  were  to  me  a  greet  guerdoun, 

Relees  of  al  my  passioun. 

But  it  is  hard  to  come  therto  ; 

Al  is  but  foly  that  I  do. 

So  high  I  have  myn  herto  set,  2615 

Where  I  may  no  comfort  get. 

fl  noot  wher  I  sey  wel  or  nought ; 

But  this  I  wot  wel  in  my  thought, 

That  it  were  f  bet  of  hir  aloon, 

For  to  stinte  my  wo  and  moon,  2620 

A  loke  on  fme  y-cast  goodly, 

+Than  for  to  have,  al  utterly, 

Of  another  al  hool  the  pley. 

A  !  lord  !  wher  I  shal  byde  the  day 

That  ever  she  shal  my  lady  be  ?  2635 

He  is  ful  cured  that  may  hir  see. 

A  !  god !  whan  shal  the  dawning  spring  ? 

To  fly  thus  is  an  angry  thing  ; 

I  have  no  joye  thus  here  to  ly 

Whan  that  my  love  is  not  me  by.        2631) 

A  man  to  lyen  hath  gret  discse. 

Which  may  not  slepe  ne  reste  in  ese. 

I  wolde  it  dawed,  and  were  now  day, 

And  that  the  night  were  went  away ; 

For  were  it  day,  I  wolde  upryse  3635 
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A !  slowe  Sonne,  shew  thyn  enpryse ! 
Speed  thee  to  sprede  thy  bemis  bright. 
And  chace  the  derknesse  of  the  night, 
To  putte  away  the  stoandes  stronge. 
Which  in  me  lasten  al  to  longe."       2640 

*  The  night  shalt  thou  contene  so, 
Withoute  rest,  in  pe3me  and  wo ; 
If  ever  thou  knewe  of  love  distresse, 
Thou  shalt  mowe  leme  in  that  siknesse. 
And  thus  enduring  shalt  thou  ly,        3645 
And  xyse  on  morwe  up  erly 
Out  of  thy  hedde,  and  hameys  thee 
£r  ever  dawning  thou  mayst  see. 
Al  privily  than  shalt  thou  goon, 
What  fweder  it  be,  thy-silf  aloon,      2650 
For  reyn,  or  hayl,  for  snow,  for  slete, 
Thider  she  dwellith  that  is  so  swete. 
The  which  may  falle  aslepe  be. 
And  thenkith  but  litel  upon  thee. 
Than  shalt  thou  goon,  ful  foule  aferd ;  2655 
Loke  if  the  gate  be  unsperd. 
And  waite  without  in  wo  and  pe3m, 
Ful  yvel  a-colde  in  winde  and  reyn. 
Than  shal  thou  go  the  dore  bifore, 
If  thou  maist  fynde  any  score,  2660 

Or  hole,  or  reft,  what  ever  it  were  ; 
Than  shalt  thou  stoupe,  and  lay  to  ere, 
If  they  within  a-slepe  be  ; 
I  mene,  alio  save  thy  lady  free. 
Whom  waking  if  thou  mayst  aspye,    2665 
Go  put  thy-silf  in  jupartye, 
To  aske  grace,  and  thee  blmene. 
That  she  may  wite,  withouten  wene, 
That  thou  [a]night  no  rest  hast  had, 
So  sore  for  hir  thou  were  bistad.  2670 

Wommen  wel  ought  pite  to  take 
Of  horn  that  sorwen  for  hir  sake. 
And  loke,  for  love  of  that  relyke. 
That  thou  thenke  non  other  lyke. 
For  +whom  thou  hast  so  greet  annoy,  2675 
i  Shal  kisso  thee  er  thou  go  away. 
And  hold  that  in  ful  gret  deyntee. 
And,  for  that  no  man  shal  thee  see 
Bifore  the  hous,  ne  in  the  way, 
Loke  thou  be  goon  SLgeyn.  er  day.         2680. 
Sucho  coming,  and  such  going, 
Such  hevinesse,  and  such  walking, 
Makith  lovers,  withont«n  wene. 
Under  hir  clothes  pale  and  lene. 
For  Love  leveth  colour  ne  oleemosse  ;  2685 
Who  loveth  trewo  hath  no  fatnesse. 


Thou  shalt  wel  by  thy-selfe  see 
That  thou  must  nedis  assayed  be. 
For  men  that  shape  hem  other  wey 
Falsly  her  ladies  to  bitray,  2690 

It  is  no  wonder  though  they  be  &t ; 
With  false  othes  hir  loves  they  gat ; 
For  oft  I  see  suche  losengeours 
Fatter  than  abbatis  or  prionrs. 

*  Yet  with  o  thing  I  thee  charge,     2695 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  bo  large 
Unto  the  mayd  that  hir  doth  serve, 
So  best  hir  thank  thou  shalt  deserve. 
Yeve  hir  yiftes,  and  get  hir  grace. 
For  BO  thou  may  [hir]  thank  purchaoe,27oo 
That  she  thee  worthy  holde  and  free, 
Thy  lady,  and  aUe  that  may  thee  see. 
Also  hir  servauntes  worshipe  ay, 
And  plese  as  muche  as  thou  may ; 
Gret  good  through  hem  may  oome  to  thee, 
Bicanse  with  hir  they  been  prive.        2706 
They  shal  hir  telle  how  they  thee  fand 
Curteis  and  wys,  and  wel  doand. 
And  she  shal  preyse  [thee]  wel  the  fmare. 
Loke  out  of  londe  thou  be  not  ffare  ;  2710 
And  if  such  cause  thou  have,  that  thee 
Bihoveth  fgon  out  of  contree, 
Leve  hool  thyn  herte  in  hostage. 
Til  thou  ageyn  make  thy  passage. 
Thenk  long  to  see  the  swete  thing       2715 
That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping. 

'  Now  have  I  told  thee,  in  what  wyse 
A  lover  shal  do  me  servyse. 
Do  it  than,  if  thou  wolt  have 


The  mede  that  thou  aftir  crave.* 


2720 


Whan  Love  al  this  had  boden  me, 
I  seide  him : — '  Sire,  how  may  it  be 
That  lovers  may  in  such  manere 
Endure  the  peyne  ye  have  seid  here  ? 
I  merveyle  me  wonder  faste,  2725 

How  any  man  may  live  or  laste 
*ln  such  peyne,  and  such  brenning. 
In  sorwe  and  thought,  and  such  sighing. 
Ay  unrelesed  wo  to  make, 
Whether  so  it  be  they  slepe  or  wake.  2730 
In  such  annoy  continuely. 
As  helpe  me  god,  this  merveile  I, 
How  man,  but  he  were  maad  of  stele. 
Might  live  a  month,  such  peynes  to  fele.* 

The  Gkxl  of  Love  than  seido  me,       2755 
*  Freend,  by  the  feith  I  owe  to  thee. 
May  no  man  have  good,  but  he  it  by. 
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A  man  loveth  more  tendirly 

The  thing  that  he  hath  bought  most  dere. 

For  wite  thon  wel,  withontcoi  were,    2740 

In  thank  that  thing  is  taken  more, 

For  which  a  man  hath  suffred  tore. 

Gertis,  no  wo  ne  may  atteyne 

Unto  the  sore  of  loves  peyne. 

Non  yvel  therto  ne  may  amonnte,       2745 

Ko  more  than  a  man  [may]  coonte 

The  dropes  that  of  the  water  be. 

For  dxye  as  wel  the  grete  see 

Thoa  mightist,  as  the  harmes  telle 

Of  hem  that  with  Love  dwelle  2750 

In  servyse ;  for  peyne  hem  sleeth, 

And  that  ech  man  wolde  flee  the  deeth, 

And  trowe  they  sholde  never  escape, 

Kere  that  hope  couthe  hem  make 

Olad  as  man  in  prisoan  set,  2755 

And  may  not  geten  for  to  et 

But  barly-breed,  and  watir  pure, 

And  lyeth  in  vermin  and  in  ordure ; 

With  alle  this,  yit  can  he  live. 

Good  hope  such  comfort  hath  him  yive, 

Which  maketh  wene  that  he  shal  be  2761 

Delivered  and  come  to  liberte ; 

In  fortune  is  [his]  iulle  trust. 

Though  he  lye  in  strawe  or  dust, 

In  hope  is  al  his  susteyning.  2765 

And  so  for  lovers,  in  hir  wening, 

Whiche  Love  hath  shit  in  his  prisoun ; 

Good-Hope  is  hir  salvacioun. 

Good-Hope,  how  sore  that  they  smerte, 

Yeveth  hem  bothe  wille  and  herte      2770 

To  profre  hir  body  to  martyre  ; 

For  Hoi>e  so  sore  doth  hem  desyre 

To  suffire  ech  harm  that  men  devyse, 

For  joye  that  fafbir  shal  aryse. 

*  Hope,  in  desire  [to]  cacche  victorie ; 
In  Hope,  of  love  is  al  the  glorie,  3776 

For  Hope  is  al  that  love  may  yive  ; 
Nere  Hope,  ther  shulde  no  lover  live. 
Blessid  be  Hope,  which  with  desyre 
Avaunceth  lovers  in  such  manere.      2780 
Gkx>d-Hope  is  curteis  for  to  plese. 
To  kepe  lovers  ftom  al  dises& 
Hope  kepith  his  lond,  and  wol  abyde, 
For  any  peril  that  may  betyde ; 
For  Hope  to  lovers,  as  most  cheef,       2785 
Doth  hem  endure[n]  al  mischeef ; 
Hop^  is  her  help,  whan  mister  is. 
And  I  shal  yeve  thee  eek,  y-wis. 


Three  other  thingis,  that  greet  solas 
Doth  to  hem  that  be  in  my  las.  2790 

'  The  firBt[e]  good  that  may  be  founde, 
To  hem  that  in  my  lace  be  bounde, 
Is  Swete-Thought,  for  to  recorde 
Thing  wherwith  thou  canst  accords 
Best  in  thyn  herte,  wher  she  be ;         2795 
i  Thought  in  absence  is  good  to  thee. 
Whan  any  lover  doth  compleyne. 
And  liveth  in  distresse  and  peyne. 
Than  Swete-Thought  shal  come,  as  blyve, 
Awey  his  angre  for  to  dryve.  2800 

It  nu^th  lovers  have  remembraunce 
Of  comfort,  and  of  high  plesaunce, 
That  Hope  hath  hight  him  for  to  winne 
For  Thought  anoon  than  shal  biginne. 
As  fer,  god  wot,  as  he  can  finds,  3805 

To  make  a  mirrour  of  his  minde ; 
For  to  biholde  he  wol  not  lette. 
Hir  person  he  shal  afore  him  sette, 
Hir  laughing  eyen,  persaunt  and  dere, 
Hir  shape,  hir  fourme,  hir  goodly  chere, 
Hir  mouth  that  is  so  gracious,  281 1 

So  swete,  and  eek  so  saverous ; 
Of  alle  hir  fetures  he  shal  take  hede, 
His  eyen  with  alle  hir  limes  fede. 

'  Thus  Swete-Thenking  shal  aswage  2815 
The  peyne  of  lovers,  and  hir  rage. 
Thy  joye  shal  double,  withoute  gesse, 
Whan  thou  thenkist  on  hir  semlinesse. 
Or  of  hir  laughing,  or  of  hir  chere. 
That  to  thee  made  thy  lady  dere.        2820 
This  comfort  wol  I  that  thou  take ; 
And  if  the  next  thou  wolt  forsake 
Which  is  not  lesse  saverous. 
Thou  shnldist  fbeen  to  daungerous. 

'  The  secounde  shal  be  Swete-Speche, 
That  hath  to  many  oon  be  leche,        2826 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  wo  and  were. 
And  helpe  many  a  bachilere ; 
And  many  a  lady  sent  socoure. 
That  have  loved  par-amour,  2830 

Through  speking,  whan  they   mighten 

here 
Of  hir  lovers,  to  hem  so  dere. 
To  fhem  it  voidith  al  hir  smerte. 
The  which  is  closed  in  hir  herte. 
In  herte  it  makith  hem  glad  and  light, 
Speche,  whan  they  mowe  have  sight.  2836 
And  therfore  now  it  oometh  to  minde 
In  olde  dawes,  as  I  finds, 


30 


Zit  (S^omawii  of  ($e  (£lo6e. 


[Fkaomkht  B. 


That  olerkiB  writen  that  hir  knewe, 

Ther  was  a  lady  fresh  of  hewe,  2840 

Which  of  hir  love  made  a  soni;, 

On  him  for  to  rememhre  among^, 

In  which  she  seide,  "  Whan  that  I  here 

Speken  of  him  that  is  so  dere, 

To  me  it  voidith  al  [my]  smerte,  2845 

Y-wis,  he  sit  so  nere  myn  herte. 

To  speke  of  him,  at  eve  or  morwe, 

It  enreth  me  of  al  my  sorwe. 

To  me  is  noon  so  hifi^h  plesannce 

As  of  his  persone  daliaance.'*  aSgn 

She  wist  ful  wel  that  Swete-Speking 

Comfortith  in  fnl  mnche  thing. 

Hir  love  she  had  fnl  wel  assayed, 

Of  him  she  was  fnl  wel  apayed ; 

To  speke  of  him  hir  joye  was  set.         2855 

Therfore  I  rede  theo  that  thou  got 

A  felowe  that  can  wel  oonoele 

And  kepe  thy  oonnsel,  and  wel  hele. 

To  whom  go  shcwe  hooUy  thyn  herte, 

Bothe  wele  and  wo,  joye  and  smerte :  2860 

To  g^te  comfort  to  him  thon  go, 

And  privily,  between  yow  two, 

Yo  shal  speke  of  that  goodly  thing, 

That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping ; 

Of  hir  beaute  and  hir  semblannce,      2865 

And  of  hir  goodly  ooontenannce. 

Of  al  thy  state  thon  shalt  him  sey, 

And  aske  him  connseil  how  thou  may 

Do  any  thing  that  may  hir  plese  ; 

For  it  to  thee  shal  do  gret  ese,  2870 

That  he  may  wite  thou  trust  him  so, 

Bothe  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wo. 

And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  set. 

His  companye  is  muche  the  bet, 

For  resoun  wol,  he  shewe  to  thee        2875 

Al  uttirly  his  privite  ; 

And  what  she  is  he  loveth  so, 

To  thee  pleynly  he  shal  undo, 

Withoute  drede  of  any  shame, 

Bothe  telle  hir  ronoun  and  hir  name.  2880 

Than  shal  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere, 

And  namely  to  thy  lady  dcre, 

In  siker  wyse ;  yo,  every  other 

Shal  hclpen  as  his  owne  brother. 

In  trouthe  withoute  doublenesse,        2885 

And  kepen  doos  in  sikemesse. 

For  it  is  noble  thing,  in  fay, 

To  have  a  man  thou  darst  say 

Thy  prive  counsel  every  del ; 


For  that  wol  comfort  thee  right  wel,  2890 
And  thou  shalt  holde  thee  wel  apayed. 
Whan  such  a  freend  thou  hast  assayed. 

*  The  thridde  good  of  greet  comfort 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  most  disport, 
Comith  of  sight  and  biholding,    ,         2895 
That  clepid  is  Swete-Loking, 
The  whiche  may  noon  oso  do, 
Whan  thou  art  for  thy  lady  fro ; 
Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 
In  place,  where  thou  mayst  hir  se.     2900 
For  it  is  thing  most  amorous, 
Most  delitable  and  saverous. 
For  to  aswage  a  mannes  sorowe. 
To  Bene  his  lady  by  the  morowe. 
For  it  is  a  ful  noUe  thingo  2905 

Whan  thyn  eyen  have  meting 
With  that  rely ke  .precious, 
Wherof  they  be  so  desirous. 
But  al  df^r  after,  soth  it  is, 
They  have  no  drede  to  faron  amis,      2910 
They  dreden  neither  wind  ne  reyn, 
Ne  [yit]  non  other  maner  peyn. 
For  whan  tl\yn  eyen  were  thus  in  blis, 
Yit  of  hir  curtesye,  y-wis, 
Aloon  they  can  not  have  hir  joye,       2915 
But  to  the  herte  they  [it]  convoye : 
Part  of  hir  blis  to  him  f  they  sende. 
Of  al  this  harm  to  make  an  ende. 
The  eye  is  a  good  messangere. 
Which  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manero 
Tidyngis  sende,  that  [he]  hath  seen,    2921 
To  voide  him  of  his  poynes  deen. 
Wherof  the  herte  reioyseth  so 
That  a  gret  party  of  his  wo 
Is  voided,  and  put  awey  to  flight.        2925 
Bight  as  the  derknesse  of  the  night 
Is  chased  with  derenesse  of  the  mono, 
Right  so  is  al  his  wo  ful  sone 
Devoided  dene,  whan  that  the  sight 
Biholden  may  that  fresshe  wight        2930 
That  the  herte  dosjni^h  so. 
That  al  his  derknesse  is  ago  ; 
For  than  the  horte  is  al  at  ese. 
Whan  they  seen  that  [that]  may  hem  pleso. 

'  Now  have  I  fthee  declared  al-out,  2935 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  dout ; 
For  I  have  told  thee  feithftdly 
What  thee  may  curen  utterly, 
And  alle  lovers  that  wole  be 
Feithful,  and  fhl  of  stabilite.  2940 
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Good-Hope  alwey  kepe  by  thy  syde, 
And  Swete-Thonght  make  eek  abyde, 
Bwete-lioking  and  Swete-Speche ; 
Of  alle  thyn  hannee  they  shal  be  loche. 
Of  every  thoa  shalt  have  greet  plesannce ; 
If  thoa  canst  byde  in  snfFerannce,      2946 
And  serve  wel  without  feyntyse, 
Thoa  shalt  be  qoit  of  thyn  empTyse, 
With  more  gaerdoan,  if  that  thoa  live  ; 
But  al  this  tyme  this  I  thee  yive.'       2950 

The  Gh>d  of  Love  whan  al  the  day 
Had  taoght  mo,  as  ye  have  herd  say, 
And  enfoormed  compendioosly, 
He  vanished  awey  al  sodeynly, 
And  I  alone  lefbe,  al  sole,  2955 

80  fal  of  complejnit  and  of  dole, 
For  I  saw  no  other  man  ther  me  by. 
My  woondes  me  greved  wondirly ; 
Me  for  to  caren  no-thing  I  knew, 
Save  the  botoan  bright  of  hew,  2960 

Wheron  was  set  hoolly  my  thought ; 
Of  other  comfort  knew  I  nought. 
But  it  were  through  the  Qod  of  Love ; 
I  knew  nat  elles  to  my  bihove 
That  might  me  ese  ur  comfort  gete,    3965 
Bat-if  he  wolde  him  entermete. 

The  roser  was,  withoute  doute, 
Closed  with  an  hegge  withoute. 
As  ye  to*fom  have  herd  me  seyn ; 
And  fast  I  bisied,  and  wolde  fayn       2970 
Have  passed  the  haye,  if  I  might 
Have  geten  in  by  any  slight 
Unto  the  botoun  so  fair  to  see. 
But  ever  I  dradde  blamed  to  be. 
If  men  wolde  have  suspeooioun  2975 

That  I  wolde  of  entencioun 
Have  stole  the  roses  that  ther  were ; 
Therfore  to  entre  I  was  in  fere. 
Bat  at  the  last,  as  I  bithought 
Whether  I  sholde  passe  or  nought,     2980 
I  saw  com  with  a  gladde  chore 
To  me,  a  lusty  baohelere. 
Of  good  stature,  and  of  good  hight. 
And  Bialacoil  forsothe  he  hight. 
Sone  he  was  to  Curtesy,  2985 

And  he  me  graunted  ful  gladly 
The  passage  of  the  outer  hay, 
And  seide : — '  Sir,  how  that  ye  may 
Passe,  if  [it]  your  wille  be. 
The  freeshe  roser  for  to  see,  2990 

And  ye  the  swete  savour  fele. 


Your  f  warrant  may  [I  be]  right  welo  ; 

So  thou  thee  kepe  fh>  folye, 

Shal  no  man  do  thee  vilanye. 

If  I  may  helpe  you  in  ought,  2995 

I  shal  not  feyne,  dredeth  nought ; 

For  I  am  bounde  to  your  servjrse, 

Fully  devoide  of  feyntyse.' 

Than  unto  Bialacoil  saide  I, 

*  I  thank  you,  sir,  fal  hertely,  3000 

And  your  biheest  [I]  take  at  gree, 

That  ye  so  goodly  prefer  me  ; 

To  you  it  Cometh  of  greet  fraunchysc, 

That  ye  me  prefer  your  servyse.' 

Than  aftir,  ful  deliverly,  3cx)5 

Through  the  breres  anoon  wente  I, 

Wherof  encombred  was  the  hay. 

I  was  wel  plesed,  the  soth  to  saj-, 

To  see  the  botoun  fair  and  swote. 

So  fresshe  spronge  out  of  the  rote.      3010 

And  Bialacoil  me  served  wel, 
Whan  I  so  nygh  me  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swete  odour, 
And  BO  lusty  hewed  of  colour. 
But  than  a  cherl  (foule  him  bityde  !)  3015 
Bisyde  the  roses  gan  him  hyde, 
To  kepe  the  roses  of  that  roser, 
Of  whom  the  name  was  Daunger. 
This  cherl  was  hid  there  in  the  greves, 
Covered  with  grasse  and  with  leves,  3020 
To  spye  and  take  whom  that  he  fond 
Unto  that  roeer  putte  an  bond. 
He  was  not  sole,  for  ther  was  mo ; 
For  with  him  were  other  two 
Of  wikked  manors,  and  yvel  fame.      3025 
That  oon  was  depid,  by  his  name, 
Wikked-Tonge,  god  yeve  him  sorwe  ! 
For  neither  at  eve,  ne  at  morwe, 
He  can  of  no  man  [no]  good  speke , 
On  many  a  just  man  doth  he  wreke.  3030 
Ther  was  a  womman  eek,  that  hight 
Shame,  that,  who  can  reken  right, 
Trespas  was  hir  fadir  name, 
Hir  moder  Besoun  ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
[On  lyve]  brought  of  these  ilk  two.      3035 
And  yet  had  Trespas  never  ado 
With  Besoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  by, 
He  was  so  hidous  and  ugly, 
I  mene,  this  that  Trespas  hight ; 
But  Besoun  conceyveth,  of  a  sight,     3040 
Shame,  of  that  I  spak  afom. 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  born, 
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It  was  ordeyned,  that  Chastitee 

Shulde  of  the  roser  lady  be, 

Which,  of  the  botoans  more  and  las,  3045 

With  sondiy  folk  assailed  -was, 

That  she  ne  wiste  what  to  do. 

For  Venos  hir  assailith  so, 

That  nig^ht  and  day  from  hir  she  stal 

Botoans  and  roses  over-al.  3050 

To  Besotm  than  prayeth  Chastitee, 

Whom  Venus  "Itemed  over  the  see, 

That  she  hir  donghter  wolde  hir  lene, 

To  kepe  the  roser  fresh  and  grene. 

Anoon  Besoon  to  Chastitee  3055 

Is  fnlly  assented  that  it  be, 

And  grauntid  hir,  at  hir  request, 

That  Shame,  bicanse  she  is  honest, 

6hal  keper  of  the  roser  be. 

And  thus  to  kepe  it  ther  were  three,  3060 

That  noon  shalde  hardy  be  ne  bold 

(Were  he  yong,  or  were  he  old) 

Agejm  hir  wille  awey  to  here 

Botoans  ne  roses,  that  ther  were. 

I  had  wol  sped,  had  I  not  been  3065 

Awayted  with  these  three,  and  seen. 

For  Bialaooil,  that  was  so  fair, 

So  gracious  and  debonair, 

Quitte  him  to  me  fal  curteisly. 

And,  me  to  plese,  bad  that  I  3070 

Shnld  drawe  me  to  the  botoun  nere ; 

Prese  in,  to  touche  the  rosere 

Which  bar  the  roses,  he  yaf  me  leve ; 

This  graunt  ne  might  but  lltel  greve. 

And  for  he  saw  it  lyked  me,  3075 

night  nygh  the  botoun  puUede  he 

A  leef  al  grene,  and  yaf  me  that. 

The  which  ful  nygh  the  botoun  sat ; 

I  made  [me]  of  that  leef  ful  queynt. 

And  whan  I  felte  I  was  aqueynt         3080 

With  Bialaooil,  and  so  prive, 

I  wende  al  at  my  wille  had  be. 

Then  wex  I  hardy  for  to  tel 

To  Bialaooil  how  me  bifel 

Of  Love,  that  took  and  wounded  me,  3085 

And  seide  :  *  Sir,  so  mote  I  thee, 

I  may  no  joye  have  in  no  wyse, 

Upon  no  syde,  but  it  ryse  ; 

For  sithe  (if  I  shal  not  feyne) 

In  herte  I  have  had  so  gret  peyne,      3090 

So  gret  annoy,  and  such  affray. 

That  I  ne  wot  what  I  shal  say  ; 

I  drede  your  wrath  to  disserve. 


Lever  me  were,  that  knyves  kerve 

My  body  shulde  in  pecis  smalle,  3095 

Than  in  any  wyse  it  shulde  &Ile 

That  ye  wratthed  shulde  been  with  me.' 

*  Sey  boldely  thy  wille,'  quod  he, 

*  I  nil  be  wroth,  if  that  I  may,  3099 
For  nought  that  thou  shalt  to  me  say.' 

Thanne  seide  I,  *  Sir,  not  you  displese 
To  knowen  of  my  greet  unese. 
In  which  only  love  hath  me  brought ; 
For  peynes  greet,  disese  and  thought, 
Fro  day  to  day  he  doth  me  drye ;        3105 
Supposeth  not,  sir,  that  I  lye. 
In  me  fyve  woundes  dide  he  make, 
The  sore  of  whiohe  shal  never  slake 
*  But  ye  the  botoun  graunte  me, 
Which  is  most  passaunt  of  beautee,    31 10 
My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  martyre, 
And  tresour  that  I  most  desyre.' 

Than  Bialaooil,  affrajred  all, 
Seyde,  *  Sir,  it  may  not  &11 ; 
That  ye  desire,  it  may  not  fryse.         3 115 
What  ?  wolde  ye  shende  me  in  this  wyse  ? 
A  mochel  foole  than  I  were, 
If  I  Bu£frid  you  awey  to  here 
The  fresh  botoun,  so  fair  of  sight. 
For  it  were  neither  skile  ne  right       3120 
Of  the  roser  ye  broke  the  rind. 
Or  take  the  rose  afom  his  kind ; 
Ye  ar  not  courteys  to  aske  it. 
Lat  it  stil  on  the  roser  sit^ 
And  f  grows  til  it  an^nded  be,  3125 

And  parfitly  come  to  b^iute. 
I  nolde  not  that  it  pulled  wer 
Fro  the  roser  that  it  her. 
To  me  it  is  so  leef  and  dere.* 

With  that  sterte  out  anoon  Daungere, 
Out  of  the  place  where  he  was  hid.     3 131 
His  malice  in  his  ohere  was  kid ; 
Ful  greet  he  was,  and  blak  of  hewe. 
Sturdy  and  hidous,  who40  him  knewe ; 
Like  sharp  urchouns  his  here  was  growe. 
His  eyes  frede  as  the  fire-glow  ;  3136 

His  nose  fWtunced  ful  kirked  stood, 
He  com  criand  as  he  were  wood. 
And  seide,  *  Bialaooil,  tel  me  why 
Thou  bringest  hider  so  boldly  3140 

Him  that  so  nygh  [is]  the  roser  ? 
Thou  worchist  in  a  wrong  maner ; 
He  thenkith  to  dishonour  thee. 
Thou  art  wel  worthy  to  have  maugree 
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To  late  him  of  the  roser  wit ;  3145 

Who  serveth  a  felonn  is  yvel  quit. 

Thou  woldist  have  doon  greet  botintee, 

And  he  "with  shame  wolde  qnyte  thee. 

Flee  hennes,  felowe !  I  rede  thee  go ! 

It  wanteth  litel  +1  -wol  thee  slo ;  3150 

For  Bialaooil  ne  knew  thee  nonght, 

Whan  thee  to  serve  he  sette  his  thought ; 

For  thou  wolt  shame  him,  if  thou  might, 

Bothe  ageyn  resonn  and  right. 

I  wol  no  more  in  thee  aflye,  3155 

That  comest  so  slyghly  for  tespye  ; 

For  it  preveth  wonder  wel, 

Thy  slight  and  tresonn  every  deL' 

I  durst  no  more  ther  make  abode, 
For  the  cherl,  ho  was  so  wode ;  3160 

So  gan  he  threten  and  manace, 
And  thnrgh  the  haye  he  did  me  chaoe. 
For  feer  of  him  I  tremblid  and  qaook, 
So  chorlishly  his  heed  ho  shook  ; 
And  seide,  if  eft  he  might  me  take,     3165 
I  sholde  not  from  his  hondis  scape. 

Than  Bialacoil  is  fled  and  mat«, 
And  I  al  sole,  disconsolate, 
Was  left  aloon  in  peyne  and  thought ; 
For  shame,  to  deth  I  was  nygh  brought. 
Than  thought  I  on  myn  high  fol}',       3 171 
How  that  my  body,  utterly. 
Was  yeve  to  peyne  and  to  martyre  ; 
And  therto  hadde  I  so  gret  jre. 
That  I  ne  durst  the  hayes  passe  ;         3175 
There  was  non  hope,  there  was  no  grace. 
I  trowe  never  man  wiste  of  peyne, 
But  he  were  laced  in  Loves  che3me  ; 
Ne  no  man  [wot],  and  sooth  it  is, 
But-if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  3180 

Ixive  holdith  his  heest  to  me  right  wele. 
Whan  peyne  he  seide  I  shulde  fele. 
Non  herte  may  thenke,  ne  tunge  seyne, 
A  quarter  of  my  wo  and  peyne. 
I  might  not  with  the  anger  laste ;       3185 
Myn  herte  in  poynt  was  for  to  braste. 
Whan  I  thought  on  the  rose,  that  so 
Was  through  Daunger  cast  me  fro. 
A  long  whyl  stood  I  in  that  state. 
Til  that  me  saugh  so  mad  and  mate   3190 
The  lady  of  the  highe  ward, 
Wliich  from  hir  tour  lokid  thiderward. 
Besoun  men  clepe  that  lady. 
Which  from  hir  tour  deliverly 
Come  donn  to  me  withouten  more.      3195, 


But  she  was  neither  yong,  ne  hore, 

Ne  high  ne  low,  ne  fat  ne  lene, 

But  best,  as  it  were  in  a  mene. 

Hir  eyen  two  were  cleer  and  light 

As  any  candel  that  brenneth  bright ;  33(x> 

And  on  hir  heed  she  hadde  a  crown. 

Hir  semede  wel  an  high  persoun  ; 

For  rounde  enviroun,  hir  orownet 

Was  ful  of  riche  stonis  fret. 

Hir  goodly  semblaunt,  by  devys,  3205 

I  trowe  were  maad  in  paradys  ; 

fNature  had  never  such  a  grace, 

To  forge  a  werk  of  such  compace. 

For  certeyn,  "f-bnt  the  letter  lye, 

God  him-silf,  that  is  so  high,  3310 

Made  hir  aftir  his  image. 

And  yaf  hir  sith  sich  avauntage, 

That  she  hath  might  and  seignorye 

To  kepe  men  from  al  folyo  ; 

Who-so  wole  trowe  hir  lore,  3215 

Ne  may  ofPenden  nevermore. 

And  whyl  I  stood  thus  derk  and  pale, 
Besoun  bigan  to  me  hir  tale  ; 
She  seide  :  *  Al  hayl,  my  swete  frond  ! 
Foly  and  childhood  wol  thee  abend,    3330 
Which  thee  have  put  in  greet  affray  ; 
Thou  hast  bought  dere  the  tyme  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvel  tyme  thou  wentist  to  see 
The  gardin,  wherof  Ydilnesse  3335 

Bar  the  keye,  and  was  maistresse 
Whan  thou  yedest  in  the  daunce 
With  hir,  and  haddefst]  aqueyntaunce  : 
Hir  aqueyntaunce  is  perilous. 
First  soffce,  and  afbir[ward]  noyous ;    3330 
She  hath  [thee]  trasshed,  withoute  ween  ; 
The  God  of  Love  had  thee  not  seen, 
Ne  hadde  Ydilnesse  thee  conveyed 
In  the  verger  where  Mirthe  him  pleyed. 
If  Foly  have  supprised  thee,  3335 

Do  so  that  it  recovered  be ; 
And  be  wel  war  to  take  no  more 
Counsel,  that  gpreveth  aftir  sore  ; 
He  is  wys  that  wol  himsilf  chastyse. 
And  though  a  young  man  in  any  wyse 
Trespaoe  among,  and  do  foly,  3241 

Lat  him  not  tarye,  but  hastily 
Lat  him  amende  what  so  be  mis. 
And  eek  I  counseile  thee,  y-wis, 
The  G^  of  Love  hoolly  foryet,  3345 

That  hath  thee  in  sich  peyne  sot, 
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And  thee  in  herte  tormented  so. 

I  can  nat  seen  how  thon  mayst  go 

Other  weyes  to  garisonn ; 

For  Dannger,  that  is  so  felonn,  3350 

Felly  pnrposith  thee  to  werrey, 

Which  is  fill  cruel,  the  soth  to  sey. 

'  And  yit  of  Daunger  cometh  no  blame, 
In  reward  of  my  donghter  Shame, 
Which  hath  the  roses  in  hir  warde,     3255 
As  she  that  may  be  no  mnsarde. 
And  Wikked-Tonge  is  with  these  two, 
That  suffrith  no  man  thider  go  ; 
For  er  a  thing  be  do,  he  shal, 
Where  that  he  cometh,  over-al,  3260 

In  fonrty  places,  if  it  be  sought, 
Seye    thing   that   never    was    doon    ne 

wrought ; 
So  moche  tresoun  is  in  his  male. 
Of  falsnesse  for  to  ffeyne  a  tale. 
Thou  delest  with  angry  folk,  y-wis  ;    3265 
Wherfor  to  thee  [it]  bettir  is 
From  these  folk  awey  to  fare, 
For  they  wol  make  thee  live  in  care. 
This  is  the  yvel  that  Love  they  calle, 
Wherin  ther  is  but  foly  alle,  3270 

For  love  is  foly  everydel ; 
Who  loveth,  in  no  wyse  may  do  wel, 
Ne  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 
His  scole  he  lesith,  if  he  fbe  clerk  ; 
Of  other  crafb  eek  if  he  be,  3275 

He  shal  not  thiyve  therin  ;  for  he 
In  love  shal  have  more  passioun 
Than  monke,  hermyte,  or  chanoxm. 
The  peyne  is  hard,  out  of  mesure. 
The  joye  may  eek  no  whyl  endure ;     3280 
And  in  the  possessioun 
Is  muche  tribulacioun ; 
The  joye  it  is  so  short-lasting. 
And  but  in  happe  is  the  geting ; 
For  I  see  ther  many  in  travaiUe,         3285 
That  atte  laste  foule  fayle. 
I  was  no-thing  thy  counseler. 
Whan  thou  were  maad  the  homager 
Of  God  of  Love  to  hastily ; 
Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  foly.  3290 

Thyn  herte  was  joly,  but  not  sage. 
Whan  thou  were  brought  in  sich  a  rage, 
To  yelde  thee  so  redily, 
And  to  Love,  of  his  gret  maistry. 

*  I  rede  thee  Love  awey  to  diyve,     3295 
That  makith  thee  reoohe  not  of  thy  lyve.  | 


The  foly  more  fro  day  to  day 
Shal  growe,  but  thou  it  putte  away. 
Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  Iwtste, 
To  daunte  thyn  herte ;  and  eek  thee  caste, 
If  that  thou  mayst,  to  gete  f  defence  3301 
For  to  redresse  thy  first  offence. 
Who-so  his  herte  alwey  wol  leve, 
Shal  finde  among  that  shal  him  greve.' 

Whan  I  hir  herd  thus  me  chastyse,  3305 
I  answerd  in  fill  angry  wyse. 
I  prayed  hir  cessen  of  hir  speche, 
Outher  to  chastyse  me  or  teche, 
To  bidde  me  my  thought  refreyne, 
Which    Love   hath    caught    in  his  de- 
meyne : —  $310 

'  What  ?  wene  ye  Love  wol  consent, 
That  me  assailith  with  bowe  bent. 
To  draw  myn  hei^te  out  of  his  honde, 
Which  is  so  quikly  in  his  bonde  ? 
That  ye  counsayle,  may  never  be ;       3315 
For  whan  he  first  arested  me. 
He  took  myn  herte  so  hool  him  til. 
That  it  is  no-thing  at  my  wil ; 
He  ftaughte  it  so  him  for  to  obey, 
That  he  it  sparred  with  a  key.  3320 

I  pray  yow  lat  me  be  al  stille. 
For  ye  may  wel,  if  that  ye  wille. 
Your  wordis  waste  in  idilnesse ; 
For  utterly,  withouten  gesse, 
Al  that  ye  seyn  is  but  in  veyne.  3325 

He  were  lover  dye  in  the  peyne, 
Than  Love  to  me-ward  shulde  arette 
Falshced,  or  tresoun  on  me  sette. 
I  wol  me  gete  prys  or  blame. 
And  love  trewe,  to  save  my  name ;      3330 
fWho  me  chastysith,  I  him  hate.' 

With  that  word  Besoun  wente  hir  gate, 
Whan  she  saugh  for  no  sermoning 
She  might  me  fro  my  foly  bring. 
Than  dismayed,  I  lefte  al  sool,  3335 

Forweiy,  forwandred  as  a  fool, 
For  I  ne  knew  no  fchevisaunce. 
Than  fel  into  my  remembraunce, 
How  Love  bade  me  to  purveye 
A  felowe,  to  whom  I  mighte  seye        3340 
My  counsel  and  my  privete, 
For  that  shulde  muche  availe  me. 
With  that  bithought  I  me,  that  I 
Hadde  a  felowe  faste  by, 
Trewe  and  siker,  curteys,  and  hend,  3345 
And  he  was  called  by  name  a  Freend ; 
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A  trewer  felowe  vraa  no-wher  noon. 

In  haste  to  him  I  wente  anoon. 

And  to  him  ol  my  wo  I  tolde. 

Fro  him  right  nought  I  wold  withholde. 

I  tolde  him  al  withonte  were,  3351 

And  made  my  compleynt  on  Danngere, 

How  for  to  see  he  was  hidonSf 

And  to-me-ward  contrarious ; 

The  whiche  through  his  cmelte  3555 

Waa  in  poynt  to  have  meygned  me ; 

With  Bialacoil  whan  he  me  sey 

Within  the  ghrdyn  walke  and  pley, 

Fro  me  he  made  him  for  to  go, 

And  I  hilefte  aloon  in  wo  ;  3360 

I  dnrst  no  lenger  with  him  speke, 

For  Dannger  seide  he  wolde  he  wreke, 

Whan  that  he  sawe  how  I  wente 

The  fresshe  hotonn  for  to  hente, 

If  I  were  hardy  to  come  neer  3365 

Bitwene  the  hay  and  the  roser. 

This  Freend,  whan  he  wiste  of  my 
thought, 
He  discomforted  me  right  nonght, 
But  seide,  '  Felowe,  he  not  so  mad, 
Ne  so  ahaysshed  nor  histad.  3370 

My-silf  I  knowe  ful  wel  Danngere, 
And  how  he  is  feers  of  his  chere, 
At  prime  temps.  Love  to  manace  ; 
FbI  ofte  I  have  hen  in  his  caa& 
A  felonn  first  thongh  that  he  he,         3375 
Aftir  thon  shalt  him  sonple  see. 
Of  long  passed  I  knew  him  wele  ; 
Ungoodly  first  thongh  men  him  fele, 
He  wol  meek  aftir,  in  his  hering, 
Been,  for  service  and  obeysshing.       3380 
I  shal  thee  telle  what  thon  shalt  do  : — 
Mekely  I  rede  thon  go  him  to. 
Of  herte  pray  him  specialy 
Of  thy  trespace  to  have  mercy, 
And  hote  him  wel,  [him]  here  to  plese,  3385 
That  thon  shalt  nevermore  him  displese. 
Who  can  best  serve  of  flatery, 
Shal  plese  Dannger  most  nttirly.* 

My  Freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel, 
That  he  me  esid  hath  somdel,  3390 

And  eek  allegged  of  my  torment ; 
For  through  him  had  I  hardement 
Agayn  to  Dannger  for  to  go, 
To  preve  if  I  might  meke  him  so. 

To  Dannger  cam  I,  al  ashamed,       3395 
The  which  afom  me  hadde  blamed, 


Desyring  for  to  pese  my  wo  ; 

Bnt  over  hegge  dnrst  I  not  go, 

l^or  he  'f-forbad  me  the  passage. 

I  fond  him  cruel  in  his  rage,  34(x) 

And  in  his  bond  a  gpret  bnrdonn. 

To  him  I  knelid  lowe  adonn, 

Ful  meke  of  port,  and  simple  of  chere. 

And  seide,  '  Sir,  I  am  comen  here 

Only  to  aske  of  yon  mercy.  3405 

That  greveth  me,  [sir],  ful  gretly 

That  ever  my  lyf  I  wratthed  you. 

But  for  to  amende  I  am  come  now, 

With  al  my  might,  bothe  loude  and  stille, 

To  doon  right  at  your  owne  wille  ;      3410 

For  Love  made  me  for  to  do 

That  I  have  trespassed  hidirto ; 

Fro  whom  I  ne  may  withdrawe  myn 

herte ; 
Yit  shal  I  never,  for  joy  ne  smerte, 
What  so  bifalle,  good  or  ille,  3415 

Ofiende  more  ageyn  your  wille. 
Lever  I  have  endure  diseso 
Than  do  that  shulde  you  displese. 

*  I  yon  require  and  pray,  that  ye 
Of  me  have  mercy  and  pitee,  3430 

To  stinte  your  yre  that  greveth  so, 
That  I  wol  swere  for  evermo 
To  be  redressid  at  your  lyking. 
If  I  trespasse  in  any  thing ; 
Save  that  I  pray  thee  graunte  me       3425 
A  thing  that  may  nat  warned  be, 
That  I  may  love,  al  only  ; 
Non  other  thing  of  you  aske  I. 
I  shal  doon  elles  wel,  y-wis, 
If  of  your  grace  ye  graunte  me  this.  3430 
And  ye  [ne]  may  not  letten  me,  * 
For  wel  wot  ye  that  love  is  free, 
And  I  shal  loven,  fsith  that  I  wil, 
Who-ever  lyke  it  wel  or  il ; 
And  3rit  ne  wold  I,  for  al  Fraunce,      3435 
Do  thing  to  do  you  displesaunce.' 

Than  Dannger  fil  in  his  entent 
For  to  foryeve  his  maltalent ; 
But  al  his  wratthe  yit  at  laste 
He  hath  relesed,  I  preyde  so  faste  :    3440 
Shortly  he  seide,  *  Thy  request 
Is  not  to  moohel  dishonest ; 
Ne  I  wol  not  weme  it  thee. 
For  yit  no-thing  engreveth  me. 
For  though  thou  love  thus  evermore,  3445 
To  me  is  neither  softe  ne  sore. 
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Love  f  wher  tfiee  list ;  what  recchiUi  me, 

So  [thou]  fer  fro  my  roses  be  ? 

Trust  not  on  me,  for  noon  assay, 

In  any  tyme  to  passe  the  hay.'  3450 

Thus  hath  he  f2n*ftunted  my  prayere. 

Than  wente  I  forth,  withonten  were, 
Unto  my  Preend,  and  tolde  him  al, 
Which  was  right  joyful  of  my  tale. 
He  seide, '  Now  goth  wel  thjm  affaire,    3455 
He  shal  to  thee  be  debonaire. 
Though  he  afom  was  dispitoos, 
He  shal  heeraftir  be  graoions. 
If  he  were  touchid  on  som  good  veyne. 
He  shuld  jdt  rewen  on  thy  peyne.       3460 
Sufire,  I  rede,  and  no  boost  make, 
Til  thou  at  good  mes  mayst  him  take. 
By  suffraunce,  and  [by]  wordis  sofbe, 
A  man  may  overcomefn]  ofte 
Him  that  afom  he  hadde  in  drede,     3465 
In  bookia  sothly  as  I  redo.* 

Thus  hath  my  Freend  with  gret  com- 
fort 
Avaunccd  me  with  high  disport. 
Which  wolde  me  good  as  mich  as  I. 
And  thanne  anoon  ful  sodeynly  3470 

I  took  my  leve,  and  streight  I  went 
Unto  the  hay ;  for  gret  talent 
I  had  to  seen  the  fresh  botoun, 
Wherin  lay  my  salvacioun  ; 
And  Daunger  took  kepe,  if  that  I        3475 
Kepe  him  covenaunt  trewly. 
So  sore  I  dradde  his  manasing, 
I  durst  not  breke[n]  his  bidding ; 
For,  lest  that  I  were  of  him  shent, 
I  brak  not  his  comaundement,  3480 

For  to  purchase  his  good  wil. 
It  was  [hard]  for  to  come  ther-til. 
His  mercy  was  to  fer  bihinde  ; 
I  wepte,  for  I  ne  might  it  flnde. 
I  oompleyned  and  sighed  sore,  3485 

And  languisshed  evermore, 
For  I  durst  not  over  go 
Unto  the  rose  I  loved  so, 
Thurghout  my  deming  outerly, 
•j-Than  had  he  knowlege  certeinly,      3490 
fThat  Love  me  laddo  in  sich  a  wyse, 
That  in  me  ther  was  no  feyntyse, 
Falsheed,  ne  no  trecheiye. 
And  yit  he,  ftil  of  vilanye. 
Of  disdeyne,  and  cmelte,  3495 

On  me  ne  wolde  have  pite, 


His  cruel  wil  for  to  refreyne, 

Though  I  wepe  alwe^,  and  fcompleyne. 

And  while  I  was  in  this  torment, 
Were  come  of  grace,  by  god  sent,        3500 
Fraimchyse,  and  with  hir  Pite 
Fulfild  the  botoun  of  bountee 
They  go  to  Daunger  anon-right 
To  forther  me  with  al  hir  might, 
And  helpe  in  worde  and  in  dede,         3505 
For  wel  they  saugh  that  it  was  nede. 
First,  of  hir  grace,  dame  I?Vaunchyse 
Hath  taken  [word]  of  this  empxyse  : 
She  seide,  '  Daunger,  gret  wrong  ye  do 
To  worche  this  man  so  muche  wo,      351U 
Or  pynen  him  so  angerly ; 
It  is  to  you  gret  vilany. 
I  can  not  see  why,  ne  how. 
That  he  hath  trespassed  ageyn  you. 
Save  that  he  loveth  ;  wherfore  ye  ahulde 
The  more  in  cherete  of  him  holde.      3516 
The  force  of  love  makith  him  do  this ; 
Who  wolde  him  blame  he  dide  amis? 
He  leseth  more  than  ye  may  do ; 
His  peyne  is  hard,  ye  may  see,  lo !       3530 
And  Love  in  no  wyse  wolde  consente 
That  "j-he  have  power  to  repente  ; 
For  though  that  quik  ye  wolde  him  sloo, 
Fro  Love  his  herte  may  not  go. 
Now,  swete  sir,  fis  it  your  ese  3525 

Him  for  to  angre  or  diseso  ? 
Alias,  what  may  it  you  avaunce 
To  doon  to  him  so  greet  grevaunce  ? 
What  worship  is  it  agayn  him  take, 
Or  on  your  man  a  werre  make,  3530 

Sith  he  so  lowly  every  wyse 
Is  redy,  as  ye  lust  devyse? 
If  Love  hath  caught  him  in  his  lace, 
You  for  t'obeye  in  every  caas. 
And  been  your  suget  at  your  wille,     3535 
Shulde  ye  therfore  willen  him  ille  ? 
Ye  shulde  him  spare  more,  al-out, 
Than  him  that  is  bothe  proud  and  stout. 
Curtesye  wol  that  ye  socour 
Hem  that  ben  meke  undir  your  cure.  3540 
His  herte  is  hard,  that  wole  not  meke. 
Whan  men  of  mekenesse  him  biseke.* 

'  That  is  certeyn,'  seide  Pite ; 
*  We  see  ofbe  that  humilitee 
Bothe  ire,  and  also  felonye  3545 

Venquissheth,  and  also  melaacolye ; 
To  stonde  forth  in  such  duresse, 
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This  cmeltee  and  wikkednesse. 
Wberfore  I  pray  yon,  gir  Danngere, 
For  to  mayntene  no  lenger  here  5550 

Sodi  cmel  werre  agayn  your  man, 
Am  hoolly  yonres  as  ever  he  can ; 
Nor  that  ye  worchen  no  more  wo 
■fOzi  this  cf^if  that  langnisshith  so, 
Which  wol  no  more  to  yon  trespasse,  3555 
Bat  pnt  hixn  hoolly  in  yonr  grace. 
His  offense  ne  was  bnt  lyte  ; 
The  God  of  Love  it  was  to  wyte, 
That  he  yonr  thral  so  gretly  is, 
And  if  ye  harm  him,  ye  doon  amis  ;  3560 
For  he  hath  had  fnl  hard  penannce, 
Sith  that  ye  refte  him  th'aqneyntannce 
Of  Biahicoil,  his  moste  joye, 
Which  alle  his  peynes  might  aooye. 
He  was  bifom  anoyed  sore,  5565 

Bat  than  ye  doubled  him  wel  more ; 
For  he  of  hlis  hath  ben  fnl  bare, 
Sith  Bialacoil  was  fro  him  fare. 
Love  hath  to  him  do  gpreet  distresse, 
He  hath  no  nede  of  more  dnresse.       5570 
Yoideth  from  him  yonr  ire,  I  rede ; 
Ye  may  not  winnen  in  this  dede. 
Maketh  Bialacoil  repeire  ageyn, 
And  havoth  pite  upon  his  peyn ; 
For  Frannchise  wol,  and  I,  Pite,         3575 
That  merciful  to  him  ye  be  ; 
And  sith  that  she  and  I  aocorde, 
Have  niK>n  him  misericorde ; 
For  I  yon  pray,  and  eek  moneste, 
Nought  to  refusen  our  reqneste ;         3580 
For  he  is  hard  and  fel  of  thought, 
That  for  us  two  wol  do  right  nought.' 

Dannger  ne  might  no  more  endure. 
He  meked  him  unto  mesure. 

*■  I  wol  in  no  wjrse,'  seith  Danngere,  3585 
*  Denyo  that  ye  have  asked  here ; 
It  were  to  greet  uncnrte^re. 
I  wol  ye  have  the  companye 
Of  Bialacoil,  as  ye  devyse ; 
I  wol  him  lette[n]  in  no  wyse.'  3590 

To  Bialacoil  than  wente  in  hy 
Frannchyse,  and  seide  fnl  cnrteisly  : — 
'  Te  have  to  longe  be  deignous 
Unto  this  lover,  and  danngerons. 
Fro  him  to  withdraws  your  presence,  3595 
Which  hath  do  to  him  grete  offence. 
That  ye  not  wolde  upon  him  see ; 
Wherfore  a  sorowftil  man  is  he. 


Shape  ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  plese, 
Of  my  love  if  ye  wol  have  ese.  3601) 

Fnl£l  his  wil,  sith  that  ye  knowe 
Dannger  is  daunted  and  brought  lowe 
Thnrgh  help  of  me  and  of  Pite  ; 
You  fthar  no  more  afered  be.' 

'  I  shal  do  right  as  ye  wil,'  3605 

Saith  Bialacoil,  '  for  it  is  skil, 
Sith  Dannger  wol  that  it  so  be.' 
Than  Frannchise  hath  him  sent  to  me. 

Bialacoil  at  the  biginning 
Sained  me  in  his  coming.  36it> 

No  stranngenes  was  in  him  seen, 
No  more  than  he  ne  had  wrathcd  been. 
As  faire  semblannt  than  shewed  he  me, 
And  goodly,  as  afom  did  he ; 
And  by  the  honde,  withonten  donte,  3615 
Within  the  haye,  right  al  abonte 
He  ladde  me,  with  right  good  chere, 
Al  environ  the  vergere, 
That  Dannger  had  me  chased  fro. 
Now  have  I  leve  over-al  to  go  ;  $(i2it 

Now  am  I  raised,  at  my  devys, 
Fro  helle  unto  paradys. 
Thus  Bialacoil,  of  gentUnesse, 
With  alle  his  peyne  and  besinesse. 
Hath  shewed  me,  only  of  grace,  3625 

The  estres  of  the  swote  place. 

I  saw  the  rose,  whan  I  was  nigh. 
Was  gretter  woxen,  and  more  high, 
Fresh,  rody,  and  fair  of  hewe, 
Of  colour  ever  yliche  newe.  363** 

And  whan  I  had  it  longe  seen, 
I  sangh  that  through  the  leves  grene 
The  rose  spredde  to  spanishing  ; 
To  sene  it  was  a  goodly  thing. 
Bnt  it  ne  was  so  spred  on  brede,  3635 

That  men  within  might  knowe  the  sede  ; 
For  it  covert  was  and  [enjclose 
Bothe  with  the  leves  and  with  the  rose. 
The  stalk  was  even  and  grene  upright, 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  sight ;  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withonten  wene, 
For  the  seed  was  not  [y}-sene. 
Fnl  faire  it  spradde,  fgod  it  blesse ! 
For  snche  another,  as  I  gesse, 
Afom  ne  was,  ne  more  vermayle,        3645 
I  was  abawed  for  merveyle, 
For  ever,  the  fairer  that  it  was, 
The  more  I  am  bonnden  in  Loves  laas. 

Longe  I  abood  there,  soth  to  saye. 
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Til  Bialacoil  I  gan  to  praye,  3650 

Whan  that  I  saw  him  in  no  wyse 

To  me  warnen  his  servyse, 

That  ho  me  wolde  grannte  a  thing, 

Which  to  remembre  is  wel  sitting ; 

This  is  to  sayne,  that  of  his  grace       3655 

He  wolde  me  yeve  leyser  and  space 

To  me  that  was  so  desirous 

To  have  a  kissing  precious 

Of  the  goodly  freshe  rose, 

That  -fswetely  smoUeth  in  my  nose ;  3660 

*  For  if  it  yoii  displesed  nonght, 

I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 

Have  a  cos  therof  freely 

Ofyouryeft;  for  certainly 

I  wol  non  have  but  by  your  leve,         3665 

So  loth  mo  were  you  for  to  greve.' 

Ho  sayde,  *  Frond,  so  god  mo  spedo. 
Of  Chastito  I  have  suche  dredo. 
Thou  shuldest  not  warned  bo  for  me, 
But  I  dar  not,  for  Chastite.  3670 

Agi^m  hir  dar  I  not  misdo, 
For  alwey  biddeth  she  me  so 
To  yeve  no  lover  leve  to  kisse ; 
For  who  therto  may  winnen,  y-wis, 
He  of  the  surplus  of  the  pray  3675 

May  live  in  hope  to  get  som  day. 
For  who  so  kissing  may  attayne. 
Of  loves  peyne  hath,  soth  to  sajme. 
The  beste  and  most  avenaunt. 
And  emest  of  the  remenaunt.'  3680 

Of  his  answere  I  syghed  sore  ; 
I  durst  assaye  him  tho  no  more, 
I  had  such  dredo  to  greve  hinx  ay. 
A  man  shulde  not  to  muche  assaye 
To  chafe  his  frend  out  of  mesure,        3685 
Nor  put  his  lyf  in  aventuro  ; 
For  no  man  at  the  firsto  stroke 
Ne  may  nat  felle  doun  an  oko  ; 
Nor  of  the  reisins  have  the  wyno. 
Til  grapes  frypo  and  wel  afyne  3690 

Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure, 
And  drawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I,  forpeyned  wonder  stronge, 
-)  Thought  that  I  abood  right  longe 
Aftir  the  kis,  in  peyne  and  wo,  3695 

Sith  I  to  kis  desyred  so  : 
Til  tliat,  frewing  on  my  distresse, 
Ther  -j  to  me  Venus  the  goddesse, 
Which  ay  werreyeth  Chastite, 
Game  of  hir  grace,  to  socoure  me,       3700 


Whos  might  is  knowe  fer  and  wyde. 

For  she  is  modir  of  Cnpyde, 

The  God  of  Love,  blinde  as  stoon, 

That  helpith  lovers  many  oon. 

This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  hond  3705 

Of  brenning  fyr  a  biasing  brond  ; 

Wherof  the  flawme  and  bote  fyr 

Hath  many  a  lady  in  de83rr 

Of  love  brought,  and  sore  het. 

And  in  hir  servise  hir  "t-hertes  set.      3711) 

This  lady  was  of  good  entayle. 

Bight  wondirful  of  apjMurayle ; 

By  hir  atjrre  so  bright  and  shene, 

Men  might  perceyvo  wel,  and  seen. 

She  was  not  of  religioun.  3715 

Nor  I  nil  make  mencioun 

Nor  of  [hir]  robe,  nor  of  tresour. 

Of  broche,  fnor  of  hir  riche  attour ; 

Ne  of  hir  girdil  aboute  hir  syde. 

For  that  I  nil  not  long  abyde.  3720 

But  knowith  wel,  that  certeynly 

She  was  arayed  richely. 

Devoyd  of  pryde  oerteyn  she  was  ; 

To  Bialacoil  she  wente  a  pas. 

And  to  him  shortly,  in  a  clause,  3725 

She  seide  :  '  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 

Ye  been  of  port  so  daungerous 

Unto  this  lover,  and  de3mous, 

To  graunte  him  no-thing  but  a  kis  ? 

To  weme  it  him  ye  doon  amis ;  3730 

Sith  wel  ye  wote,  how  that  he 

Is  Loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see, 

And  hath  beaute,  wher-through  [he]  is 

Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blis. 

How  he  is  semely,  biholde  and  see,      3735 

How  he  is  fair,  how  he  is  free, 

How  he  is  swote  and  debonair, 

Of  age  yong,  lusty,  and  fair. 

Ther  is  no  lady  so  hauteyne, 

Duchesse,  countesse,  ne  chasteloyne,  3740 

That  I  nolde  holde  hir  ungoodly 

For  to  refuse  him  outerly. 

His  breeth  is  also  good  and  swete. 

And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  mete 

Only  to  f  pleyen,  and  to  kisse.  3745 

Graunte  him  a  kis,  of  gentilnesse  ! 

His  teeth  am  also  whyte  and  dene  ; 

Me  thinkith  wrong,  withouten  wene. 

If  ye  now  weme  him,  trustith  me, 

To  graunte  that  a  kis  have  he ;  3750 

The  lasse  f  to  helpe  him  that  ye  hast«, 
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The  more  tyme  shnl  ye  waste.' 

Whan  the  flawme  of  the  verry  brond, 
That  Venus  brought  in  hir  right  bond, 
Had  Bialacoil  with  bete  snxete,  3755 

Anoon  he  fbad,  withouten  lette, 
Oraunte  to  me  the  rose  kisse. 
Than  of  my  peyne  I  gan  to  lisso, 
And  to  the  rose  anoon  wente  I, 
And  kissid  it  fal  feithfiilly.  3760 

Thar  no  man  aske  if  I  was  biythe, 
Whan  the  savour  soft  and  lythe 
Btrook  to  myn  berte  witboute  more, 
And  me  alegged  of  my  sore, 
So  was  I  fill  of  joye  and  blisse.  3765 

It  is  fair  sich  a  flour  to  kisse, 
It  was  so  swote  and  saverous. 
I  might  not  be  so  anguisshous, 
That  I  mote  glad  and  jolj'  be, 
Whan  that  I  remembre  me.  3770 

Yit  ever  among,  sothly  to  sej'n, 
I  suffre  noye  and  moche  peyn. 

Tlie  see  may  never  be  so  stil. 
That  with  a  litcl  winde  it  fnil 
Overwhelme  and  turne  also,  3775 

As  it  were  wood,  in  wawis  go. 
Aftir  the  calm  the  trouble  sone 
Hot  folowe,  and  chaunge  as  the  mone. 
Right  so  fareth  Love,  that  seldo  in  oon 
Holdith  his  anker ;  for  right  anoon   3780 
Whan  they  in  ese  wene  best  to  live. 
They  been  with  tempest  al  fordrive. 
\^'ho  serveth  Love,  can  telle  of  wo ; 
The  stoundemele  joye  mot  overgo. 
Now  he  hurteth,  and  now  he  cureth,  3785 
For  selde  in  00  poynt  Love  endureth. 

Now  is  it  right  me  to  precede. 
How  Shame  gan  medle  and  take  hede, 
Thurgh  whom  felle  angres  I  have  had  ; 
And  how  the  stronge  wal  was  maad,    3790 
And  the  castell  of  brede  and  lengthe, 
That  God  of  Love  wan  with  his  strengtho. 
AI  this  in  romance  wil  I  sette, 
And  for  no-thing  ne  wil  I  lette, 
So  that  it  lyking  to  hir  be,  3795 

That  is  the  flour  of  beaute  ; 
For  she  may  best  my  labour  quj't^. 
That  I  for  hir  love  shal  endyte. 

Wikkid-Tunge,  that  the  covyno 
Of  every  lover  can  devyne  3800 

Worst,  and  addith  more  somdel, 
(For  Wikkid-Tunge  seith  never  wel),    . 


To  me-Mrard  bar  he  right  gret  hate, 
Espying  me  erly  and  late. 
Til  he  hath  seen  the  grGt[e]  chere        3805 
Of  Bialacoil  and  me  y-fere. 
He  mighte  not  his  tunge  withstondo 
Worse  to  reporte  than  he  fonde, 
He  was  so  ful  of  cursed  rage  ; 
It  sat  him  wel  of  his  linage,  3810 

For  him  an  Irish  womman  bar. 
His  tunge  was  fyled  sharp,  and  squar, 
Poignaunt  and  right  kerving. 
And  wonder  bitter  in  speking. 
For  whan  that  he  me  gan  espye,         3815 
Ho  swoor,  aiferming  sikirly, 
Bitwene  Bialacoil  and  me 
Was  yvel  aquayntaunce  and  privec. 
He  spak  therof  so  folily. 
That  he  awakid  Jelousy ;  3820 

Which,  al  afrayed  in  his  rysing, 
Wlian  that  he  herde  [him]  jangling. 
He  ran  anoon,  as  he  were  wood. 
To  Bialacoil  ther  that  ho  stood  ; 
Which  hadde  lever  in  this  oaas  3825 

Have  been  at  Beynes  or  Amyas  ; 
For  foot-hoot,  in  his  felonye 
To  him  thus  seide  Jelousye  .* — 
'  Why  hast  thou  been  so  necligent. 
To  kepen,  whan  I  was  absent,  383(1 

This  verger  here  left  in  thy  vrard  ? 
To  me  thou  haddist  no  reward. 
To  truste  (to  thy  confusioun) 
Him  thus,  to  whom  suspoccioun 
I  have  right  greet,  for  it  is  nede  ;        3835 
It  is  wel  shewed  by  the  dede. 
Greet  faute  in  thee  now  have  I  founde  ; 
By  god,  anoon  thou  shalt  be  bounde. 
And  faste  loken  in  a  tour, 
Witboute  reftiyt  or  sooour.  3840 

For  Shame  to  long  hath  be  thee  fro ; 
Over  sone  she  was  ago. 
Whan  thou  hast  lost  bothe  drede  and  fere. 
It  semed  wel  she  was  not  hero. 
She  was  [not]  bisy,  in  no  wyse,  3845 

To  kepe  thee  and  [to]  chastyse. 
And  for  to  helpon  Chastitee 
To  kepe  the  roser,  as  thinkith  me. 
For  than  this  boy-knave  so  boldely 
Ne  sholde  not  have  bo  hardy,  3850 

[Ne]  in  this  fverger  had  such  game. 
Which  now  me  tumeth  to  gret  shame.' 
Bialacoil  nist  what  to  sey ; 
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Fal  fayn  he  wolde  have  fled  awey, 

For  fere  han  hid,  nere  than  he  3855 

Al  sodeynly  took  him  with  me. 

And  whan  I  saogh  he  hadde  so. 

This  JelonBye,  take  us  two, 

I  wafl  aetoned,  and  knew  no  rede, 

Bat  fledde  awey  for  verrey  drede.       3860 

Than  Shame  cam  forth  fal  simply ; 
She  wende  have  trespaoed  fal  gretly ; 
Hamble  of  hir  i)ort,  and  made  it  simple, 
Wering  a  vayle  in  stede  of  wimple, 
As  nonnis  doon  in  hir  abbey.  3865 

Bicaase  hir  herte  was  in  affray, 
She  gan  to  speke,  within  a  throwe, 
To  Jeloosye,  right  wonder  lowe. 
First  of  his  grace  she  bisooght, 
And  seide  : — *  Sire,  ne  leveth  nought  3870 
Wikkid-Tange,  that  fals  espye, 
Which  is  so  glad  to  feyne  and  lye. 
He  hath  yon  maad,  thorgh  flatering, 
On  Bialacoil  a  fals  losing. 
His  faJsnesse  is  not  now  anew,  3875 

It  is  to  long  that  he  him  knew. 
This  is  not  the  flrste  day  ; 
For  Wikkid-Tongo  hath  cnstom  ay 
Yong^  folkis  to  bewreye, 
And  false  lesinges  on  hem  fleye,        3880 

*  Yit  nevertheles  I  see  among, 
That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 
Of  Bialacoil,  hertis  to  lore, 
In  Loves  servise  for  to  endore. 
Drawing  suche  folk  him  to,  3885 

That  he  had  no-thing  with  to  do  ; 
Bat  in  sothnesse  I  trowe  nought, 
That  Bialacoil  hadde  ever  in  thought 
To  do  trespace  or  vilanye  ; 
Bat,  for  his  modir  Curtesye  3890 

Hath  taught  him  ever  [for]  to  be 
Good  of  aqueyntaunce  and  privee  ; 
For  he  loveth  non  hevinesse, 
But  mirthe  and  pley,  and  al  gladnesse ; 
He  hateth  alle  *j^recherou8,  3895 

Soleyn  folk  and  envious  ; 
For  [wel]  ye  witen  how  that  he 
Wol  ever  glad  and  joyful  bo 
Honestly  with  folk  to  pley. 
I  have  bo  negligent,  in  good  fey,         3900 
To  chastise  him  ;  therfore  now  I 
Of  herte  fcrye  you  here  mercy, 
That  I  have  been  so  recheles 
To  tamen  him,  withouten  lees. 


Of  my  foly  I  me  repente  ;  3905 

Now  wol  I  hool  sette  myn  entente 

To  kepe,  bothe  floude  and  stille, 

Bialacoil  to  do  your  wille.' 

*  Shame,  Shame,'  seyd6  Jelousy, 

'  To  be  bitrasshed  gret  drede  have  I.  3910 

Lecherye  hath  clombo  so  hye, 

That  almost  blered  is  myn  ye  ; 

No  wonder  is,  if  that  drede  have  I. 

Over-al  regnith  Lechery, 

Whos  might  [yit]  growith  night  and  day. 

Bothe  in  cloistre  and  in  abbey  3916 

Chastite  is  werreyed  over-aL 

Therfore  I  wol  with  siker  wal 

Close  bothe  roses  and  roser. 

I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  3920 

Left  hem  unclosid  wilfully  ; 

Wherfore  I  am  right  inwardly 

Sorowful  and  repente  me. 

But  now  they  shal  no  longer  be 

Unclosid  ;  and  yit  I  drede  sore,  3925 

I  shal  repente  ferthermore. 

For  the  game  goth  al  amis. 

Counsel  I  -fTnot  [take]  newe,  y-wis, 

I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee, 

But  now  it  shal  no  longer  be  ;  3930 

For  he  may  best,  in  every  cost, 

Disceyve,  that  men  tristen  most. 

I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent, 

But-if  I  sette  my  ful  entent 

Remedye  to  purveye.  3935 

Therfore  close  I  shal  the  weyo 

Fro  hem  that  wol  the  rose  espye, 

And  come  to  wayte  me  vilanye, 

For,  in  good  feith  and  in  trouthe, 

I  wol  not  lotto,  for  no  slouthe,  3940 

To  live  the  more  in  sikimesse, 

f  To  make  anoon  a  forteresse, 

fTo  enclose  the  roses  of  good  savour. 

In  middis  shal  I  make  a  tour 

To  putte  Bialacoil  in  prisoun,  3945 

For  ever  I  drede  me  of  tresoun. 

I  trowe  I  shal  him  kepe  so. 

That  he  shal  have  no  might  to  go 

Aboute  to  make  companyo 

To  hem  that  thenke  of  vilanye  ;  3950 

Ne  to  no  such  as  hath  bon  here 

Afom,  and  founde  in  him  good  chere, 

Which  han  assailed  him  to  shende, 

And  with  hir  trowandyse  to  blende. 

A  fool  is  eyth  [for]  to  bigyle  ;  39« 
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But  may  I  lyve  a  litel  whilOf 

Ho  Bhal  forthenke  his  fair  semblannt.' 

And  with  that  word  cam  Drede  ayannt, 
Which  was  abasshed,  and  in  gret  fere, 
Whan  he  wiste  Jelousye  was  there.    3960 
He  was  for  drede  in  such  affray, 
That  not  a  word  dursto  he  say, 
Bat  qnaking  stood  fol  stillo  aloon. 
Til  Jelonsye  his  wey  was  goon. 
Save  Shame,  that  him  not  forsook  ;    3965 
Bothe  Drede  and  she  fol  sore  qaook  ; 
[Til]  that  at  laste  Drede  abreyde, 
And  to  his  oosin  Shame  seyde  : 
'  Shame,'  he  seide,  *  in  soth&stnesse, 
To  me  it  is  gret  hevinesse,  3970 

That  the  noyse  so  fer  is  go, 
And  the  sclaondre  of  11s  two. 
Bat  sith  that  it  is  [so]  bifalle, 
Wo  may  it  not  ageyn  [do]  calle, 
>^7ian  onis  sprongen  is  a  fame.  3975 

For  many  a  yeer  withonten  blame 
Wo  han  been,  and  many  a  day ; 
"^  For  many  an  April  and  many  a  May 
We  han  [yj-passcd,  not  [a]shamed, 
Til  Jelonsye  hath  ns  blamed  3980 

Of  mistrost  and  saspecioon 
Canseles,  withonten  enchesoon. 
60  we  to  Dannger  hastily. 
And  late  as  shewe  him  openly. 
That  he  hath  not  aright  [y]-wroaght,  3985 
Whan  that  he  sette  nought  his  thought 
To  kepe  better  the  purpryse  ; 
Tn  his  doing  he  is  not  wyse. 
He  hath  to  us  [y]-do  gret  wrong, 
That  hath  suffred  now  so  long  3S)S^ 

Bialaooil  to  have  his  wille, 
Alio  his  lustcs  to  fulfille. 
He  must  amende  it  utterly. 
Or  ellis  shal  he  •\  vilaynsly 
Ezylcd  be  out  of  this  londe  ;  3995 

For  he  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 
Of  Jelonsye,  nor  the  greef, 
Sith  Bialacoil  is  at  mischeef.* 

To  Daunger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 
Tho  righte  wey  ben  [bothe  a]-goon.    4000 
The  cherl  they  founden  hem  afom 
Lagging  undir  an  hawethom. 
Undir  his  heed  no  pilowe  was, 
But  in  the  stede  a  trusse  of  gras. 
He  slombred,  and  a  nappe  he  took,    40U5 
Til  Shame  pitously  him  shook, 


And  greet  manace  on  him  gan  make. 
*  Why  slepist  thou  whan  thou  shuld  wake  ?* 
Quod  Shame ;  *  thou  dost  us  viXanye  ! 
Who  tristith  thee,  he  doth  folye,        4010 
To  kepe  roses  or  botouns. 
Whan  they  ben  fSedre  in  hir  sesouns. 
Thou  art  woxe  to  famiiiere 
Where  thou  shulde  be  strannge  of  chore, 
Stout  of  thy  port,  redy  to  grove.  4015 

Thou  dost  gret  foly  for  to  love 
Bialaooil  horo-in,  to  oalle 
The  yonder  man  to  shenden  us  alio. 
Though  that  thou  slepe,  we  may  here 
Of  Jelousie  gret  noyse  here.  40^0 

Art  thou  now  late  ?  ryse  up  fin  hy. 
And  stoppe  sone  and  doliverly 
Alio  the  gappis  of  tho  hay ; 
Do  no  favour,  I  thee  pray. 
It  fallith  no-thing  to  thy  name  4025 

■fMake  fair  somblaunt,  where  thou  maist 
blame. 

'  If  Bialacoil  be  swete  and  free. 
Dogged  and  fel  thou  shuldist  be  ; 
Froward  and  outrageous,  y-wis  ; 
A  cherl  chaungeth  that  cartels  is.      4030 
This  have  I  herd  ofbe  in  seying. 
That  man  [ne]  may,  for  no  daunting. 
Make  a  sperhauke  of  a  bosarde. 
AUe  men  wole  holde  thee  for  musarde, 
That  debonair  have  founden  thee  ;     4035 
It  sit  thee  nought  curteis  to  bo ; 
To  do  men  plesaunce  or  sorvjrse. 
In  thee  it  is  recreaundyso. 
Let  thy  werkis,  fer  and  nere. 
Be  lyko  thy  name,  which  is  Daungere.' 

Than,  al  abawid  in  shewing,  404 1 

Anoon  spak  Dreed,  right  thus  seying. 
And  s^de,  '  Daunger,  I  drede  me 
That  thou  ne  wolt  [not]  bisy  be 
To  kepe  that  thou  hast  to  kepe  ;         4045 
Whan  thou  shuldist  wake,thou  art  aslope. 
Thou  shalt  bo  greved  certoynly. 
If  thee  aspyo  Jelousy, 
Or  if  he  finde  thee  in  blame. 
He  hath  to-day  assailed  Shame,  4050 

And  chased  awey,  with  gret  manace, 
Bialacoil  out  of  this  place. 
And  swereth  shortly  that  ho  shal 
Enclose  him  in  a  sturdy  wal ; 
And  al  is  for  thy  wikkednesse,  4055 

For  that  thee  faileth  straungenesse. 
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Thyn  herte,  I  trowe,  be  failed  al ; 
Thou  Shalt  repente  in  special, 
If  Jelousye  the  sothe  knewe ; 
Thoa  shaJt  forthenke,  and  sore  rew&*  4060 
With  that  the  cherl  his  clubbe  gan  shake, 
Frooning  his  eyen  gan  to  make, 
And  hidoas  chere  ;  as  man  in  ra^^ 
For  ire  he  brente  in  his  visage. 
Whan  that  he  herde  him  blamed  so,  4065 
He  seide,  '  Out  of  my  wit  I  go  ; 
To  be  discomfit  I  have  gret  wrong. 
Certis,  I  have  now  lived  to  long, 
Sith  I  may  not  this  closer  kepe  ; 
Al  qnik  I  wolde  be  dolven  depe,  4070 

If  any  man  shal  more  repeire 
Into  this  garden,  for  fonle  or  iaire. 
Myn  herte  for  ire  goth  a-fere, 
That  I  lete  any  entro  here. 
I  have  do  foly,  now  I  see,  4075 

But  now  it  shal  amended  be. 
Who  settith  foot  here  any  more, 
Truly,  he  shal  repente  it  sore ; 
For  no  man  mo  into  this  place 
Of  me  to  entre  shal  have  grace.  4080 

Lever  I  hadde,  with  swerdis  tweyne, 
Thnrgh-ont  myn  herte,  in  every  veyne 
Peroed  to  be,  with  many  a  woonde, 
Than  sloathe  sholde  in  me  be  foonde. 
From  hennesforth,  by  night  or  day,  4085 
I  shal  defende  it,  if  I  may, 
Withouten  any  ezcepcioun 
Of  ech  maner  condicioun  ; 
And  if  I  fany  man  it  grannte, 
Holdeth  me  for  recreaonte.*  4090 

Than  Daunger  on  his  feet  gan  stonde. 
And  hente  a  burdoon  in  his  honde. 
Wroth  in  his  ire,  ne  lofbe  he  nought. 
But  thurgh  the  verger  he  hath  sought. 
If  he  might  finde  hole  or  trace,  4095 

Wher-thurgh  that  me[n]  mot  forthby  pace, 
Or  any  gappe,  he  dide  it  close. 
That  no  man  mighte  touche  a  rose 
Of  the  roser  al  aboute ; 
He  shitteth  every  man  withoute.        4100 

Thus  day  by  day  Daunger  is  wers, 
More  wondirfnl  and  more  divers, 
And  feller  eek  than  ever  he  was ; 
For  him  fnl  oft  I  singe  '  alias  !  * 
For  I  ne  may  nought,  thurgh  his  ire,  4105 
Becover  that  I  most  desire. 
Myn  herte,  alias,  wol  brest  a-two, 


For  Bialacoil  I  wratthed  so. 

For  certe3niily,  in  every  membre 

I  quake,  whan  I  me  rememl»re  41 10 

Of  the  botoun,  which  [that]  I  wolde 

Fulle  ofbe  a  day  seen  and  biholde. 

And  whan  I  thenke  upon  the  kisse, 

And  how  muche  j<^e  and  blisse 

I  hadde  thurgh  the  savour  swete,        41 15 

For  wante  of  it  I  grone  and  grate. 

Me  thenkith  I  fele  yit  in  my  nose 

The  swete  savour  of  the  rose. 

And  now  I  woot  that  I  mot  go 

So  far  the  fresshe  floures  fro,  4120 

To  me  fill  welcome  were  the  deeth ; 

Absens  therof,  alias,  me  sleeth  ! 

For  whylom  with  this  rose,  alias, 

I  touched  nose,  mouth,  and  face ; 

But  now  the  deeth  I  must  abyde.        4125 

But  Love  oonsente,  another  tyde, 

That  onis  I  touche  may  and  kisse, 

I  trowe  my  peyne  shal  never  lisse. 

Theron  is  al  my  coveityse, 

Which  brent  myn  herte  in  many  wyse. 

Now  shal  repaire  agayn  sighinge,        4131 

Long  wacche  on  nightis,  and  no  slepinge; 

Thought  in  wisshing,  torment,  and  wo, 

With  many  a  turning  to  and  fro. 

That  half  my  peyne  I  can  not  telle.    4155 

For  I  am  fallen  into  helle 

From  paradys  and  welthe,  the  more 

My  turment  greveth  ;  more  and  more 

Anoyeth  now  the  bittimesse, 

That  I  tofom  have  felt  swetnesse.      414c 

And  Wikkid-Tunge,  thurgh  his  falshede, 

Causeth  al  my  wo  and  drede. 

On  m«  he  leyeth  a  pitous  charge, 

Bicanse  his  tunge  was  to  large. 

Now  it  is  tyme,  shortly  that  I         4145 
Telle  you  som-thing  of  Jelousy, 
That  was  in  grot  suspecioun. 
Aboute  him  lefte  he  no  masoun. 
That  stoon  coude  leye,  ne  querrour ; 
He  hired  hem  to  make  a  tour.  4150 

And  first,  the  roses  for  to  kepe, 
Aboute  hem  made  he  a  diche  depe, 
Bight  wondir  large,  and  also  brood  ; 
Upon  the  whiche  also  stood 
Of  squared  stoon  a  sturdy  wal,  4155 

Which  on  a  cragge  was  founded  al, 
And  right  gret  thikkenesse  eek  it  bar. 
Abouten,  it  was  founded  squar, 
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An  hundred  fadome  on  eveiy  syde, 

It  was  al  liche  long«  and  -wyde.  4160 

Lest  any  tyme  it  ^ere  assayled, 

Fol  wel  abonte  it  "was  batayled ; 

And  ronnde  environn  eek  were  set 

Fol  many  a  riche  and  fair  tonret. 

At  every  comer  of  this  wal  4165 

Was  set  a  tour  tdl  principal ; 

And  ererich  hadde,  withonte  fable, 

A  porte-colys  defensable 

To  kepe  of  enemies,  and  to  greve, 

'tttAt  there  hir  force  wolde  preve.        4170 

And  eek  amidde  this  pnrpryse 

Was  maad  a  tour  of  gret  maistiyse ; 

A  fairer  sangh  no  man  with  sight, 

Large  and  wyde,  and  of  gret  might. 

They  [ne]  dredde  noon  assant  4175 

Of  ginne,  gonne,  nor  skaffant. 

[For]  the  tempmre  of  the  mortere 

Was  maad  of  liconr  wonder  dere ; 

Of  qnikke  lyme  persant  and  egre, 

The  which  was  tempred  with  vinegre. 

The  stoon  was  hard  fas  ademant,       4181 

Wherof  they  made  the  fonndement. 

The  tour  wa«  rounde,  maad  in  compas ; 

In  al  this  world  no  richer  was, 

Ke  better  ordeigned  therwithal.  4185 

Aboate  the  tonr  was  maad  a  wal, 

80  that,  bitwizt  that  and  the  tonr, 

i-Bosers  were  set  of  swete  savour, 

With  many  roses  that  they  here. 

A^d  eek  within  the  castel  were  4190 

Springoldes,  gnnnes,  bows,  archers  ; 

And  eek  above,  atte  comers, 

Men  seyn  over  the  walle  stonde 

Grete  engynes,  fwhiche  were  nigh  honde ; 

And  in  the  kernels,  here  and  there,    4195 

Of  arblasters  gret  plentee  were. 

Noon  armure  might   hir    stroke    with- 

stonde, 
It  were  foly  to  preoe  to  honde. 
Without  the  diche  were  listes  made, 
With  walles  batayled  large  and  brade,4aoo 
For  men  and  hors  shulde  not  atteyne 
To  neigh  the  diche  over  the  pleyne. 
Thus  Jeloui^e  hath  enviroun 
Set  aboute  his  gamisoun 
With  waUes  rounde,  and  diche  depe,  4205 
Only  the  roser  for  to  kepe. 
And  Daunger  [eek],  erly  emd  late 
The  keyes  kepte  of  the  utter  gate. 


The  which  openeth  toward  the  eest. 
And  he  hadde  with  him  atte  leest      4310 
Thritty  servauntes,  echon  by  name. 

That  other  gate  kepte  Shame, 
Which  <ypenede,  as  it  was  couth, 
Toward  the  parte  of  the  south. 
Sergeauntes  assigned  were  hir  to        4J15 
Ful  many,  hir  wille  for  to  do. 

Than  Drede  hadde  in  hir  baillye 
The  keping  of  the  conestablerye, 
Toward  the  north,  I  undirstonde. 
That  opened  upon  the  left  honde,        42:20 
The  which  for  no-thing  may  be  sure, 
But-if  she  do  [hir]  bisy  cure 
Erly  on  morowe  and  also  late, 
Strongly  to  shette  and  barre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  she  may  see  4225 

Drede  is  aferd,  wher-so  she  be ; 
For  with  a  puff  of  litel  winde 
Drede  is  astonied  in  hir  minde. 
Therfore,  for  stelinge  of  the  rose, 
I  rede  hir  nought  the  yate  unclose.    4230 
A  foulis  flight  wol  make  hir  flee. 
And  eek  a  shadowe,  if  she  it  see. 

Thanne  Wikked-Tunge,  ful  of  envye, 
With  soudiours  of  Normandye, 
As  he  that  causeth  al  the  bate,  4255 

Was  keper  of  the  fourthe  gate. 
And  also  to  the  tother  three 
He  went  ful  ofbe,  for  to  see. 
Whan  his  lot  was  to  wake  arnight. 
His  instmmentis  wolde  he  dight,        4240 
For  to  blowe  and  make  soun, 
Ofter  than  he  hath  enchesoun ; 
And  walken  ofb  upon  the  wal. 
Comers  and  wikettis  over-al 
Ful  narwe  serchen  and  espye  ;  4345 

Though  he  nought  fond,  yit  wolde  he  lye. 
Discordaunt  ever  fro  armonye, 
And  distoned  from  melodye, 
Controve  he  wolde,  and  foule  fayle, 
With  hompypes  of  Comewayle.  4250 

In  floytes  made  he  discordaunce, 
And  in  his  musik,  with  mischaunce. 
He  wolde  seyn,  with  notes  newe, 
That  he  [ne]  fond  no  womman  trewe, 
Ne  that  he  saugh  never,  in  his  lyf,      4255 
Unto  hir  husbonde  a  trewe  wyf ; 
Ne  noon  so  Ail  of  honestee. 
That  she  nil  laughe  and  mery  be 
Whan  that  she  hereth,  or  may  espye. 


C5 


44 


ZH  (£lomaunf  of  ^$e  Q^oee. 


[FSAOMBHT  B, 


A  man  speken  of  lecherye.  4260 

Eyerich  of  hezn  hath  somme  vyoe ; 

Oon  ifl  dishonost,  another  is  nyoe  ; 

If  oon  be  f ol  of  vilanye, 

Another  hath  a  likerons  ye ; 

If  oon  be  fnl  of  wantonease,  4365 

Another  is  a  chideresse. 

Thus    Wikked-Tonge    (god    yeve  him 
shame !) 
Can  putte  hem  everichone  in  blame 
Withonte  desert  and  canseles  ; 
He  lyeth,  thongh  they  been  giltles.     4270 
I  have  pite  to  seen  the  sorwe, 
That  fwaketh  bothe  eve  and  morwe, 
To  innocents  doth  such  grevannce  ; 
I  pray  god  yeve  him  evel  channce, 
That  he  ever  so  bisy  is  4375 

Of  any  womman  to  seyn  amis  ! 

Eek  Jeloosye  god  confoonde, 
That  hath  (y>maad  a  tour  so  roonde, 
And  made  abonte  a  garisoon 
To  setto  Bialacoil  in  prisoon  ;  4280 

The  which  is  shet  there  in  the  tour, 
Fol  longe  to  holde  there  sojoor, 
There  for  to  live[n]  in  penaonoe. 
And  for  to  do  him  more  grevaunce, 
fTher  hath  ordeyned  Jeloni^e  4385 

An  olde  vekke,  for  to  espye 
The  maner  of  his  govemannce  ; 
The  whicho  devel,  in  hir  enfaimcei 
Had  lemed  [muche]  of  Loves  art, 
And  of  his  pleyes  took  hir  part ;  4290 

She  was  fexpert  in  his  servyse. 
She  knew  ech  wrenche  and  every  gyse 
Of  love,  and  every  [loveres]  wyle, 
It  was  [the]  harder  hir  to  gyle. 
Of  Bialacoil  she  took  ay  hede,  4295 

That  ever  he  liveth  in  wo  and  drede. 
He  kepte  him  coy  and  eek  privee, 
Lest  in  him  she  hadde  see 
Any  foly  coontenaonce, 
For  she  knew  al  the  olde  daonoe.        4300 
And  aftir  this,  whan  Jelonsyo 
Had  Bialacoil  in  his  baillye, 
And  shette  him  np  that  was  so  free, 
For  senre  of  him  he  wolde  be. 
He  tmsteth  sore  in  his  castel ;  4305 

The  stronge  werk  him  lyketh  wet 
He  dradde  nat  that  no  glotoons 
Shnlde  stele  his  roses  or  botoons. 
The  roses  weren  assured  alle, 


Defenced  with  the  strongo  waUe.         4310 
Now  Jeloosye  fol  wel  may  be 
Of  drede  devoid,  in  libertee. 
Whether  that  he  slepe  or  wake ; 
For  of  his  roses  may  noon  be  taka 

Bnt  I,  alias,  now  mome  shal ;  4315 

Bicanse  I  was  withont  the  wal, 
Fol  moche  dole  and  mone  I  made. 
Who  hadde  wist  what  wo  I  hadde, 
I  trowe  he  wolde  have  had  pitee. 
Love  to  decre  had  sold  to  me  4320 

The  good  that  of  his  love  hadde  I. 
I  fwendo  a  booght  it  al  qnejmtly  ; 
But  now,  thnrgh  doubling  of  my  peyn, 
I  see  he  wolde  it  selle  ageyn. 
And  me  a  newe  bargeyn  lere,  4325 

The  which  al-out  the  more  is  dere, 
For  the  solace  that  I  have  lorn. 
Than  I  hadde  it  never  afom. 
Certayn  I  am  ful  lyk,  indeed. 
To  him  that  cast  in  erthe  his  seed  ;     4330 
And  hath  joie  of  the  newe  spring. 
Whan  it  greneth  in  the  ginning, 
And  is  also  fair  and  fresh  of  flour, 
Lusty  to  seen,  swote  of  odour  ; 
But  or  he  it  in  shevos  shcrc,  4335 

May  fiillo  a  weder  that  shal  it  dere. 
And  make[n]  it  to  fade  and  falle, 
The  stalk,  the  greyn,  and  floures  alio  ; 
That  to  the  ftilier  is  fordone 
The  hope  that  he  hadde  t4>  sone.  4340 

I  drede,  certeyn,  that  so  fare  I ; 
For  hope  and  travaile  sikerly 
Ben  me  birafb  al  with  a  storm  ; 
The  flouro  nil  seden  of  my  com. 
For  Love  hath  so  avaunced  me,  4345 

Whan  I  bigan  my  privitee 
To  Bialacoil  al  for  to  telle, 
Whom  I  ne  fond  froward  ne  felle, 
But  took  a-greo  al  hool  my  play. 
But  Love  is  of  so  hard  assay,  4*00 

That  al  at  onis  he  revcd  me. 
Whan  I  fwend  best  aboven  have  be. 
It  is  of  Love,  as  of  Fortune, 
That  chaungeth  ofte,  and  nil  contune  ; 
Which  whylom  wol  on  folke  smylo,     4355 
And  gloumbe  on  hem  another  whyle  ; 
Now  freend,  now  foo,  [thou]  shalt  hir  fele, 
For  [in]  a  twinkling  toumoth  hir  wheel 
She  can  wrythe  hir  heed  awey 
This  is  the  ooncours  of  hir  pley  ;  ^ySi» 
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She  can  areyse  that  doth  mome, 

And  whirle  adown,  and  oyertume 

Who  sittith  hieghst,  fal  as  hir  flist ; 

A  fool  is  he  that  wol  hir  trist. 

For  it  fam  I  that  am  com  doon  4365 

Thorgh  f  change  and  revolncionn  ! 

Sith  Bialacoil  mot  fro  me  twinne, 

Shet  in  the  prisonn  yond  withinne, 

His  ahsence  at  myn  herte  I  fele ; 

For  al  my  joye  and  al  myn  hele  4370 

Was  in  him  and  in  the  rose. 

That  hat  yon  fwal,  which  him  doth  close, 

Open,  that  I  may  him  see, 

Love  nil  not  that  I  cored  he 

Of  the  peynes  that  I  endure,  4375 

Nor  of  my  cmel  aventare. 

A,  Bialacoil,  myn  owne  dere ! 
Though  thou  he  now  a  prisonere, 
Kepe  atte  lesto  thjni  herte  to  me, 
And  snifre  not  that  it  dannted  he  ;     4380 
Ne  lat  not  Jelonsye,  in  his  rage. 
Patten  thyn  herte  in  no  servage. 
Although  he  chastice  thee  withoute, 
And  make  thy  hody  unto  him  loute. 
Have  herte  as  hard  os  dyamaunt,        4385 
Stedefost,  and  nought  pliaunt ; 
In  prisoun  though  thy  hody  he, 
At  large  kepe  thyn  herte  free. 
A  trewe  herte  wol  not  plye 
For  no  manace  that  it  may  diye.        4390 
If  Jelousye  doth  thee  payne, 
Qnyte  him  his  whyle  thus  agayne, 
To  venge  thee,  atte  leest  in  thought, 
If  other  way  thou  mayest  nought ; 
And  in  this  wyse  sotilly  4395 

Worche,  and  winne  the  maistry. 
But  3rit  I  am  in  gret  a£Fray 
Lest  thou  do  not  as  I  say  ; 
I  drede  thou  canst  me  greet  maugree, 
Tl^t  thou  emprisoned  art  for  me  ;      4400 
But  that  [is]  not  for  my  trespas, 
For  thuiigh  me  never  discovered  was 
Yit  thing  that  oughte  he  secree. 
Wei  more  anoy  [ther]  is  in  me, 
Than  is  in  thee,  of  this  mischaunce  ;  4405 
For  I  endure  more  hard  penaunoe 
Than  any  [man]  can  sejm  or  thinke. 
That  for  the  sorwe  almost  I  sinke. 
Whan  I  remembre  me  of  my  wo, 
Ful  nygh  out  of  my  wit  I  go.  4410 

Inward  myn  herte  I  fele  blede, 


For  oomfortles  the  deeth  I  drede. 
Ow  I  not  wel  to  have  distresse, 
Whan  false,  thnrgh  hir  wikkednesse. 
And  traitonrs,  that  am  envyous,         4415 
To  noyen  me  be  so  coragious  ? 
A,  Bialacoil !  iul  wel  I  see. 
That  they  hem  shape  to  discejrve  thee, 
To  make  thee  buxom  to  hir  lawe, 
And  with  hir  corde  thee  to  drawe       44X) 
Wher-so  hem  lust,  right  at  hir  wil ; 
I  drede  they  have  thee  brought  thertil. 
Withoute  comfort,  thought  me  sleeth  ; 
This  game  wol  bringe  me  to  my  deeth. 
For  if  your  +gode  wiUe  I  lese,  4425 

I  mote  be  deed  ;  I  may  not  chese. 
And  if  that  thou  foiyete  me, 
Myn  herte  shal  never  in  lyking  be  ; 
Nor  elles-where  finde  solace, 
If  I  be  put  out  of  your  grace,  4430 

As  it  shal  never  been,  I  hope  ; 
Than  shulde  I  falle[n]  in  wanhope. 

[Here,  at  1.  4070  of  the  French  text, 
ends  the  vcork  ctf  G.  de  Lorris ;  and 
begins  the  fcork  0/ Jean  de  Meun.] 

Alias,  in  wanhope  ? — nay,  pardee ! 
For  I  wol  never  dispeired  be. 
If  Hope  me  faile,  than  am  I  44.^ 

Ungracious  and  unworthy ; 
In  Hope  I  wol  comforted  be. 
For  Love,  whan  he  bitaught  hir  me, 
Seide,  that  Hope,  wher-so  I  go, 
Shulde  ay  be  relees  to  my  wo.  4440 

But  what  and  she  my  balis  bete. 
And  be  to  me  curteis  and  swete  ? 
She  is  in  no-thing  ful  certeyn. 
Lovers  she  put  in  Ail  gret  peyn, 
And  makith  hem  with  wo  to  dele.      4445 
Hir  fair  biheost  disceyveth  fele. 
For  she  wol  bihote,  sikirly. 
And  fiulen  aflir  outrely. 
A !  that  is  a  ful  noyous  thing  ! 
For  many  a  lover,  in  loving,  4451) 

Hangeth  ui>on  hir,  and  trusteth  fast, 
Whiche  lese  hir  travel  at  the  last. 
Of  thing  to  oomen  she  woot  right  nought ; 
Therfore,  if  it  be  wysly  sought, 
Hir  counseiUe,  foly  is  to  take.  4455 

For  many  tjrmes,  whan  she  wol  make 
A  ftil  good  silogismo,  I  drede 
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That  afbirward  ther  shal  in  dede 

Folwe  an  evel  conclnsionn  ; 

This  put  me  in  confosiotm.  44.60 

For  many  tymes  I  have  it  seen, 

That  many  have  bigyled  been, 

For  trost  that  they  have  set  in  Hoi>e, 

Which  fel  hem  aftirward  a-slope. 

But  natheles  yit,  gladly  she  wolde,  4465 
That  ho,  that  wol  him  with  hir  holde, 
Hadde  alle  tymes  i'his  pnrpos  clere, 
Withonte  dece3rte,  or  any  were. 
That  she  desireth  sikirly  ; 
Whan  I  hir  blamed,  I  did  foly.  4470 

But  what  avayleth  hir  good  wille. 
Whan  she  ne  may  stannche  my  stonnde 

ille? 
That  holpith  litel,  that  she  may  do, 
Outake  blheest  nnto  my  wo. 
And  heeste  certeyn,  in  no  wyse,  4475 

Withonte  jriffc,  is  not  to  'fjnyse. 

Whan  heest  and  deed  arsundir  varie, 
They  doon  [me  have]  a  gret  oontrarie. 
Thus  am  I  possed  np  and  donn 
With  dool,  thought,  and  confusionn ;  4480 
Of  my  disese  ther  is  no  nonmbre. 
Daunger  and  Shame  me  encumbre, 
Drede  also,  and  Jeloosye, 
And  Wikked-Tunge,  fal  of  envye. 
Of  whiche  the  sharpe  and  orael  ire     4485 
Fnl  ofb  me  put  in  gret  martire. 
They  han  my  joye  ftilly  let, 
Sith  Bialaooil  they  have  bishet 
Fro  me  in  prisoun  wikkidly, 
Whom  I  love  so  entierly,  449© 

That  it  wol  my  bane  be, 
But  I  the  soner  may  him  see. 
And  yit  moreover,  wnrst  of  alle, 
Ther  is  set  to  kepe,  foule  hir  bifalle  ! 
A  rimplcd  vekke,  fer  ronne  in  age,      4495 
Frowning  and  yelowe  in  hir  visage, 
Which  in  awayte  lyth  day  and  night, 
That  noon  of  hem  may  have  a  sight. 
Now  moot  my  sorwe  enforced  be ; 
Ful  soth  it  is,  that  Love  3raf  me  4500 

Three  wonder  yiftes  of  his  grace, 
Which  I  have  lorn  now  in  this  place, 
Sith  they  ne  may,  withonte  drede, 
Heli>en  but  litel,  who  taketh  hede. 
For  hero  avaUoth  no  Swete-Thought,  4505 
And  Swet«-Sx)eohe  helpith  right  nought. 
The  thridde  was  ccdled  Swete-Loking, 


That  now  is  lorn,  without  lesing. 

[The]  yiftes  were  fair,  but  not  forthy 

They  helpe  me  but  simp[il]ly,  4510 

But  Bialaooil  [may]  loosed  be, 

To  gon  at  large  and  to  be  free. 

For  him  my  lyf  lyth  al  in  dout, 

But-if  he  come  the  rather  out. 

Alias  !  I  trowe  it  wol  not  been  !  4515 

For  how  shuld  I  evermore  him  seen  ? 

He  may  not  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

Bicause  the  tour  is  so  strong. 

How  shulde  he  out  ?  hy  whos  prowesse. 

Out  of  so  strong  a  fortoresse  ?  4520 

By  me,  certeyn,  it  nil  be  do ; 

God  woot,  I  have  no  wit  therto  ! 

But  wel  I  woot  I  was  in  rage. 

Whan  I  to  Love  dide  homage. 

Who  was  in  cause,  in  sothfastnesse,  4525 

But  hir-silf,  dame  Idelnesse, 

Which  me  conveyed,  thurgh  fair  prayere, 

To  entre  into  that  fair  vezgere  ? 

She  was  to  blame  me  to  leve. 

The  which  now  doth  me  sore  greve.   4530 

A  foolis  word  is  nought  to  trowe, 

Ne  worth  an  appel  for  to  lowe ; 

Men  shulde  him  snibbe  bittirly. 

At  piyme  temps  of  his  foly. 

I  was  a  fool,  and  she  me  leved,  4535 

Thurgh  whom  I  am  right  nought  releved. 

She  acoomplisshed  al  my  wil, 
That  now  me  gnreveth  wondir  iL 
Resoun  me  seide  what  shulde  falle. 
A  fool  my-4iilf  I  may  wel  oalle,  4540 

That  love  aqyde  I  had  not  leyde, 
And  toowed  that  dame  Besoun  seyde. 
Resoun  had  bothe  skile  and  right. 
Whan  she  me  blamed,  with  al  hir  might, 
To  medle  of  love,  that  hath  me  shent ; 
But  certeyn  now  I  wol  rei>ent.  4546 

*  And  shulde  I  repent  ?    Nay,  parde ! 
A  fals  traitour  than  shulde  I  be. 
The  develles  engins  wolde  me  take, 
If  I  my  florde  wolde  forsake,  4550 

Or  Bialacoil  falsly  bitraye. 
Shulde  I  at  misoheef  hate  him  ?  nay, 
Sith  he  now,  for  his  curtesye, 
Is  in  prisoun  of  Jelousye. 
Curtesye  certeyn  dide  he  me,  4555 

So  f  muche,  it  may  not  yolden  be. 
Whan  he  the  hay  passen  me  lete, 
To  kisse  the  rose,  faire  and  swete  : 
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Slmlde  I  therfore  otmne  him  man^pree  ? 
Nay,  certejmly,  it  shal  not  be  ;  4560 

For  Love  shal  never,  f  if  god  wil, 
Here  of  me,  thnrgh  word  or  wil, 
Offence  or  complaynt,  more  or  lease, 
Neither  of  Hope  nor  Idilnesse  ; 
For  certis,  it  were  wrong  that  I  4565 

Hated  hem  for  hir  onrtesye. 
Ther  is  not  ellis,  bat  sofifre  and  thinke, 
And  waken  whan  I  sholde  winke  ; 
Abyde  in  hope,  tU.  Love,  thnx^h  channce, 
Sende  me  socour  or  allegeaunce,         4570 
Eiqpectuit  ay  til  I  may  mete 
To  geten  mercy  of  that  swete. 

*  Whylom  I  thinke  how  Love  to  me 
Seyde  he  wolde  take[n]  att[e]  gree 
Hy  servise,  if  onpacience  4575 

Oansed  me  to  doon  offence. 
He  seyde,  "  In  thank  I  shal  it  take, 
And  high  maister  eek  thee  make. 
If  wikkednesse  ne  reve  it  thee ; 
But  sone,  I  trowe,  that  shal  not  be."  4580 
These  were  his  wordis  by  and  by ; 
It  semed  he  loved  me  trewly. 
Now  is  ther  not  bat  serve  him  wele. 
If  that  I  thinke  his  thank  to  fele. 
My  good,  myn  harm,  lyth  hool  in  me ; 
In  Love  may  no  defaate  be  ;  4586 

For  trewe  Love  '[^ailid  never  man. 
Sothly,  the  faate  mot  nedis  than 
(As  Ood  forbede  !)  be  foande  in  me. 
And  how  it  cometh,  I  can  not  see.      4590 
Now  lat  it  goon  as  it  may  go ; 
Whether  Love  wol  soooaxe  me  or  slo. 
He  may  do  hool  on  me  his  wiL 
I  am  so  sore  boonde  him  til. 
From  his  servyse  I  may  not  fleen  ;      4595 
For  lyf  and  deth,  withoaten  wene. 
Is  in  his  hand  ;  I  may  not  chese  ; 
He  may  me  do  bothe  winne  and  lese. 
And  sith  so  sore  he  doth  me  greve. 
Tit,  if  my  lost  he  wolde  aoheve  4600 

To  Bialacoil  goodly  to  be, 
I  yeve  no  force  what  felle  on  me. 
For  thongh  I  dye,  as  I  mot  nede, 
I  praye  Love,  of  his  goodlihede. 
To  Bialacoil  do  gentilnesse,  4605 

For  whom  I  live  in  snch  distresse, 
That  I  mote  deyen  for  penaance. 
Bat  first,  withoate  repentaonoe, 
I  wol  me  confesse  in  good  entent, 


And  make  in  haste  my  testament,      461U 
As  lovers  doon  that  felen  smerte  :— 
To  Bialacoil  leve  I  myn  herte 
AI  hool,  withoate  departing, 
Or  doablenesse  of  repenting.' 

Coment  Baisoun  vient  a  Ii'amant. 

Thos  as  I  made  my  passage  4615 

In  oompleynt,  and  in  crael  rage. 
And  I  fnist  wher  to  flnde  a  leche 
That  oouthe  anto  myn  helping  eche, 
Sodeynly  agayn  oomen  doan 
Out  of  hir  tour  I  sangh  Besoan,  4620 

Discrete  and  wys,  and  fal  plesaunt, 
And  of  hir  porte  fal  avenaant. 
The  righte  wey  she  took  to  me, 
Which  stood  in  greet  perplezite, 
That  was  posahed  in  every  side,  4625 

That  I  nist  where  I  might  abyde. 
Til  she,  demurely  sad  of  chere, 
Seide  to  me  as  she  com  nere  : — 

*  Myn  ovme  freend,  art  thou  yit  greved  ? 
How  is  this  quarel  yit  acheved  4630 
Of  Loves  syde  ?    Anoon  me  telle  ; 

Hast  thou  not  yit  of  love  thy  fiUe  ? 
Art  thou  not  wery  of  thy  servyse 
That  thee  hath  [pyned]  in  sich  wyso  ? 
What  joye  hast  thou  in  thy  loving  ?  4635 
Is  it  swete  or  bitter  thing  ? 
Canst  thou  yit  chese,  lat  me  see. 
What  best  thy  socour  mighte  bo  ? 

*  Thou  servest  a  ftd  noble  lord. 

That  maketh  thee  thral  for  thy  reward, 
Which  ay  renewith  thy  turment,       4641 
With  foly  so  he  hath  thee  blent. 
Thou  felle  in  mischeef  thilke  day, 
Whan  thou  didest,  the  sothe  to  say, 
Obeysaunoe  and  eek  homage  ;  4645 

Thou  wroughtest  no*thing  as  the  sage. 
Whan  thou  bioam  his  liege  man^ 
Thou  didist  a  gret  foly  than  ; 
Thou  wistest  not  what  fel  therto, 
With  what  lord  thou  haddist  to  do.    4650 
If  thou  haddist  him  wel  knowe. 
Thou  haddist  nought  be  brought  so  lowe ; 
For  if  thou  wistest  what  it  were, 
Thou  noldist  serve  him  half  a  yeer. 
Not  a  weke,  nor  half  a  day,  4655 

Ne  yit  an  hour  withoute  delay, 
Ne  never  f  ban  loved  paramoors. 
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His  lordship  is  so  fal  of  shoxxres. 
Knowest  him  ong^ht  ? ' 
J/Ainaunt  *  Ye,  dame,  parde ! ' 

JiaiwuTL  '  Nay,  nay.' 
L'AmautU.  *Ye8,L' 
Raisoun.  *■  Wherof,  lat  see  ? '  4660 

L'Amaunt.     '  Of  that  he  seyde  I  shnlde 
he 
Glad  to  have  sioh  lord  as  he, 
And  maister  of  sioh  seignory.' 
IkUsoun.     '  Knowist  him  no  more  ? ' 
L'Amaunt.  '  Nay,  certis,  I, 

Save  that  he  yaf  me  rewles  there,       4665 
And  wente  his  wey,  I  niste  where, 
And  I  abood  boande  in  balaunoe.' 

Raimun.   ^  Lo,  there  a  noble  conisatinoe ! 
Bat  I  wil  that  thou  knowe  him  now 
Ginning^  and  ende,  sith  that  thou       4670 
Art  so  angnisshons  and  mate, 
Disfigured  out  of  astate ; 
Ther  may  no  wrecohe  have  more  of  wo, 
Ne  oaitif  noon  enduren  so. 
It  were  to  every  man  sitting  4675 

Of  his  lord  have  knowleching. 
For  if  thou  knewe  him,  out  of  dout, 
Lightly  thou  shulde  escapen  out 
Of  the  prisoun  that  marreth  thee.' 
L'AmaunL     *  Ye,  dame!  sith  my  lord 
is  he,  4680 

And  I  his  man,  maad  with  myn  honde, 
I  wolde  right  fayn  undirstonde 
To  knowe[n]  of  what  kinde  he  be, 
If  any  wolde  enforme  me.' 
Raisoun,     *•  I  wolde,'  seid  Besoun,  *  thee 
lere,  4685 

Sith  thou  to  leme  hast  sich  desire. 
And  shewe  thee,  withouten  fable, 
A  thing  that  is  not  demonstrable. 
Thou  shalt  [here  leme]  without  science. 
And  knowe,  withoute  experience,      4690 
The  thing  that  may  not  knowen  be, 
Ne  wist  ne  shewid  in  no  degree. 
Thou  mayst  the  sothe  of  it  not  witen. 
Though  in  thee  it  were  writen. 
Tliou  shalt  not  knowe  therof  more     4695 
Whyle  thou  art  reuled  by  his  lore ; 
But  unto  him  that  love  wol  flee, 
The  knotte  may  unclosed  be, 
Which  hath  to  thee,  as  it  is  founde, 
So  long  be  knet  and  not  unbounde.    4700 
Now  sette  wel  thyn  entencioon, 


To  here  of  love  discripoioun. 

*  Love,  it  is  an  hateful  pees, 
A  free  acquitaunce,  without  relees, 
f  A  trouthe,  fret  full  of  falshede,  4;(>5 

A  sikemesse,  al  set  in  drede  ; 
In  herte  is  a  dispeiring  hope. 
And  fulle  of  hope,  it  is  wanhope ; 
Wyse  woodnesse,  and  wood  resoun, 
A  swete  peril,  in  to  droune,  4710 

An  hevy  birthen,  light  to  here, 
A  wikked  wawe  awey  to  were. 
It  is  Caribdis  perilous, 
Disagreable  and  gracious. 
It  is  disoordaunce  that  can  aooorde,  4715 
And  accordaunce  to  disoorde. 
It  is  cunning  withoute  science. 
Wisdom  withoute  sapience, 
Wit  withoute  discrecioun, 
Havoir,  withoute  possessioun.  47^0 

It  is  fsike  hele  and  hool  siknesse, 
A  fthrust  drowned  fin  dronkenesse, 
f  An  helthe  ful  of  maladye. 
And  charitee  ful  of  envye, 
■j-An  hunger  ful  of  habundaunce,        4735 
And  a  gredy  sufBsaunce ; 
Delyt  right  fVil  of  hevinesse. 
And  dreri[h]ed  Ail  of  gladnesse  ; 
Bitter  swetnesse  and  swete  errour, 
Right  evel  savoured  good  savour ;       4730 
fSinne  that  pardoun  hath  withinne, 
And   pardoun    spotted    without    [with] 


sinne ; 


A  peyne  also  it  is,  joyous. 

And  felonye  right  pitous ; 

Also  pley  that  selde  is  stable,  47^15 

And  stedefaat  [stat],  right  movable ; 

A  strengthe,  weyked  to  stonde  upright. 

And  feblenesse,  ful  of  might ; 

Wit  unavysed,  sage  folye, 

And  joye  fHil  of  turmentiye ;  4740 

A  laughter  it  ia,  weping  ay. 

Best,  that  traveyleth  night  and  day ; 

Also  a  swete  helle  it  is. 

And  a  sorowful  Paradys ; 

A  plesaunt  gayl  and  esy  prisoun,        4745 

And,  ful  of  froste,  somer  sesoun  ; 

Piyme  temps,  fdl  of  frostes  whyto. 

And  May,  devoide  of  al  delyte. 

With  seer  braunches,  blossoms  ungrene  ; 

And  newe  fmyt,  flUid  with  winter  tene. 

It  is  a  slowe,  may  not  forbere  4751 
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Bagges,  ribaned  with  gold,  to  veret 

For  al-so  -wel  wol  love  be  set 

Under  raggee  as  riche  rochet ; 

And  eek  as  wel  fbe  amourettes  4755 

In  xnooming  blak,  as  bright  bamettes. 

For  noon  is  of  so  mochel  prys, 

Ke  no  man  fonnden  [is]  so  wys, 

Xe  noon  so  high  is  of  parage, 

Ne  no  man  foande  of  wit  so  sage,       4760 

No  man  so  hardy  ne  so  wight, 

Ne  no  man  of  so  mochel  might, 

Noon  so  fulfilled  of  boante, 

fBut  he  with  love  may  daunted  be. 

Al  the  world  holdith  this  way ;  4765 

liove  makith  alle  to  goon  miswey, 

But  it  bo  they  of  jrvel  lyf, 

Whom  Genius  cursith,  man  and  wyf , 

That  wrongly  werke  ageyn  nature. 

Noon  suche  I  love,  ne  have  no  cure    4770 

Of  suche  as  Ix>ve8  servaunts  been, 

And  wol  not  by  my  counsel  fleen. 

For  I  ne  preyse  that  loving, 

Wher-thurgh  man,  at  the  laste  ending, 

Shal  calle  hem  wreochis  fulle  of  wo,  4775 

Love  greveth  hem  and  shendith  so. 

But  if  thou  wolt  wel  Love  eschewe, 

For  to  escape  out  of  his  mewe, 

And  make  al  hool  thy  sorwe  to  slake, 

No  bettir  counsel  mayst  thou  take,    4780 

Than  thinke  to  fleen  wel,  y-wis  ; 

May  nought  helpe  elles ;  for  wite  thou 

this: — 
If  thou  flee  it,  it  shal  flee  thee ; 
Folowe  it,  and  folowen  shal  it  thee.' 
L'AmaunL     Whan  I  hadde   herd    al 
Resoun  seyn,  4785 

Which  hodde  spilt  hir  speche  in  veyn  : 
'  Dame,'  seyde  I,  '  I  dar  wel  sey 
Of  this  avaunt  me  wel  I  may 
That  from  your  scole  so  deviaunt 
I  am,  that  never  the  more  avaunt     4790 
Rightnoughtam  I,  thurgh  your  dootryne ; 
I  dulle  under  your  disciplyne  ; 
I  wot  no  more  than  [I]  wist  fer^ 
To  me  so  contrarie  and  so  fer 
Is  every  thing  that  ye  me  lere ;  4795 

And  yit  I  can  it  al  fparcuere. 
If yn  herte  foryetith  therof  right  nought. 
It  is  so  writen  in  my  thought ; 
And  depe  •{graven  it  is  so  tendir 
That  al  by  herte  I  can  it  rendre,        48oe> 


And  redo  it  over  comunely ; 
But  to  my-silf  lewedist  am  I. 

'  But  sith  ye  love  discreven  so, 
And  lakke  and  preise  it,  bothe  two, 
Defyneth  it  into  this  letter,  4805 

That  I  may  thenke  on  it  the  better 
For  I  herde  never  f  diffyne  it  ere. 
And  wilfully  I  wolde  it  lere.' 

Raisoun,     '  If  love  be  serched  wel  and 
sought, 
It  is  a  sykenesse  of  the  thought  4810 

Annexed  and  f  knot  bitwixe  tweyne, 
f  Which  male  and  female,  with  00  cheyno, 
So  frely  byndith,  that  they  nil  twinne, 
Whether  so  therof  they  lese  or  winne. 
The  roote  springith,  thurgh  hoot  breii> 
ning,  4815 

Into  disordinat  desiring 
For  to  kissen  and  enbrace, 
And  at  her  lust  them  to  solace. 
Of  other  thing  love  reochith  nought. 
But  setteth  hir  herte  and  al  hir  thought 
More  for  delectacioun  4821 

Than  any  prooreacioun 
Of  other  fruyt  by  f  engendring ; 
Which  love  to  god  is  not  plesing ; 
For  of  hir  body  fruyt  to  get  4825 

They  yeve  no  force,  they  are  so  set 
Upon  delyt,  to  pley  in-fere. 
And  somme  have  also  this  manere, 
To  feynen  hem  for  love  seko  ; 
Sich  love  I  preise  not  at  a  leko.  4830 

For  paramours  they  do  but  feyne  ; 
To  love  truly  they  disdeyne. 
They  falsen  ladies  traitoursly. 
And  sweren  hem  othes  utterly, 
With  many  a  losing,  and  many  a  fable, 
And  al  they  flnden  deceyvable.  4836 

And,  whanne  tHey  'f-her  lust  han  geten, 
The  hoote  ernes  they  al  foryeten. 
Wimmen,  the  harm  they  byen  ful  soro  : 
But  men  this  thonken  evermore,        48^0 
That  lasse  harm  is,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Disceyve  them,  than  disceyved  be  ; 
And  namely,  wher  they  ne  may 
Finde  non  other  mene  wey. 
For  I  wot  wel,  in  sothfastnesse,  4845 

That  fwho  doth  now  his  bisynesse 
With  any  womman  for  to  dele, 
For  any  lust  that  he  may  fele, 
But-if  it  be  for  engendrure. 
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He  doth  trespasse,  I  yon  ensure.         4850 

For  he  shulde  setten  al  his  wil 

To  geten  a  likly  thing  him  til, 

And  to  8ustene[n],  if  he  might, 

And  kepe  forth,  by  kindes  right, 

His  owne  lyknesse  and  semblable,      4855 

For  bicanse  al  is  corompable. 

And  faile  shulde  snocessioun, 

Ne  were  fther  g^neracioun 

Our  sectis  strene  for  to  save. 

Whan  fader  or  moder  am  in  grave,  4860 

Hir  children  shulde,  whan  they  ben  deedo, 

Ful  diligent  ben,  in  hir  steede. 

To  use  that  werke  on  such  a  wyse, 

That  oon  may  thurgh  another  ryse. 

Therfore  set  Kinde  therin  delyt,         4865 

For  men  therin  shulde  hem  deljrte. 

And  of  that  dede  be  not  erke. 

But  ofbe  sythes  haunt  that  werka 

For  noon  wolde  drawe  therof  a  draught 

Ne  were  delyt,  which  hath  him  caught. 

This  had^e  sotil  dame  Nature  ;  4871 

For  noon  goth  right,  I  thee  ensure, 

Ne  hath  entent  hool  ne  parfyt ; 

For  hir  desir  is  for  delyt, 

The  which  fortened  creoe  and  eke       4875 

The  pley  of  love  for-ofte  soke, 

And  thralle  hem-silf,  they  be  so  nyoe, 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  vyce. 

For  of  ech  sinne  it  is  the  rote, 

Unlefulle  lust,  though  it  be  sote,         4880 

And  of  al  yvel  the  racyne. 

As  Tnllius  can  determyne. 

Which  in  his  tyme  was  ful  sage, 

In  a  boke  he  made  of  Age, 

Wher  that  more  he  preyseth  Elde,     4885 

Though  he  be  croked  and  unwelde. 

And  more  of  commendacioun. 

Than  Youthe  in  his  discfipcioun. 

For  Youthe  set  bothe  man  and  wyf 

In  al  perel  of  soule  and  lyf ;  4890 

And  perel  is,  but  men  have  grace, 

The  ftyme  of  youthe  for  to  pace, 

Withoute  any  deth  or  distresse, 

It  is  so  ful  of  wildenesse  ; 

So  ofte  it  doth  shame  or  damage        4895 

To  him  or  to  his  linage. 

It  ledith  man  now  up,  now  doun, 

In  mochel  dissolucioun. 

And  makith  him  love  yvel  company. 

And  lede  his  lyf  disrewlily,  4900 


And  halt  him  payed  with  noon  estate. 

Within  him-silf  is  such  debate, 

He  chaungith  purpos  and  entent. 

And  yalt  [him]  into  som  covent. 

To  liven  aftir  her  empryse,  4S^5 

And  lesith  fVedom  and  fraunohyse, 

That  Nature  in  him  hadde  set. 

The  which  ageyn  he  may  not  get. 

If  he  there  make  his  mansioun 

For  to  abyde  professioun.  4910 

Though  for  a  tyme  his  herte  absente, 

It  may  not  &yle,  he  shal  repente, 

And  eke  abyde  thilke  day 

To  leve  his  abit,  and  goon  his  way. 

And  lesith  his  worship  and  his  name, 

And  dar  not  come  ageyn  for  shame  ;  4916 

But  al  his  lyf  he  doth  so  moume, 

Bicause  he  dar  not  hoom  retoume. 

Fredom  of  kinde  so  lost  hath  he 

That  never  may  recured  be,  4920 

f  But-if  that  god  him  graunte  grace 

That  he  may,  er  he  hennes  pitce, 

Conteyne  undir  obedience 

Thurgh  the  vertu  of  paoienoe. 

For  Youthe  set  man  in  al  folye,  4935 

In  unthrift  and  in  ribaudye. 

In  leccheiye,  and  in  outrage, 

So  ofte  it  chaungith  of  corage. 

Youthe  ginneth  ofbe  sich  bargeyn, 

That  nuiy  not  ende  withouten  peyn.  4930 

In  gret  perel  is  set  youth-hede, 

Deljrt  BO  doth  his  bridil  lede. 

Delyt  fthns  hangith,  drede  thee  nought, 

Bothe  mannis  body  and  his  thought, 

Only  thurgh  ■)*Youthe,  his  chamberere. 

That  to  don  jrvel  is  customere,  4936 

And  of  nought  elles  taketh  hede 

But  only  folkes  for  to  lede 

Into  disporte  and  wildenesse, 

So  is  [she]  froward  from  sadnesse.      4940 

*  But  Elde  drawith  hem  therfro  ; 
Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  wel  go 
f  Demand  of  hem  that  now  am  olde. 
That  whylom  Youthe  hadde  in  holde, 
Which  yit  fremembre  of  tendir  age,  4945 
How  it  hem  brought  in  many  a  rage, 
And  many  a  foly  therin  wrought. 
But  now  that  Elde  hath  ■)*hem  thurgh- 

sought, 
They  rei>ente  hem  of  her  folye. 
That  Youthe  hem  putte  in  jupardye,  4950 
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In  perel  and  in  mache  wo, 
And  made  hem  ofbe  amis  to  do, 
And  suen  yvel  companye, 
Riot  and  avonterye. 

^  Bnt  Elde  fcan  ageyn  restreyne     4955 
From  sncbe  foly,  and  refreyne. 
And  set  men,  by  hir  ordinannce, 
In  g^ood  renle  and  in  govemannce. 
Bnt  yvel  she  spendith  hir  servyse, 
For  no  man  wol  hir  love,  fne  pryse;  4960 
She  is  hated,  this  wot  I  wele. 
Hir  acqneyntannce  wolde  no  man  fele, 
Xe  han  of  Elde  companye, 
Men  hate  to  be  of  hir  alye. 
For  no  man  wolde  bicomen  olde,        4965 
Ne  dye,  whan  he  is  yon^  and  bolde. 
And  Elde  merveilith  right  gretly, 
Whan  they  remembre  hem  inwardly 
Of  many  a  perelons  empryse, 
Whiche  that  they  wrought  in    sondry 
wyse,  4970 

How  ever  they  might,  withonte  blame, 
Escape  awey  withonte  shame. 
In  yonthe,  withonte[n]  damage 
Or  repreef  of  her  linage, 
Loflse  of  membre,  sheding  of  blode,     4975 
Perel  of  deth,  or  losse  of  good. 

*Wo6t   thon    nonght   where    Tonthe 
abit, 
That  men  so  preisen  in  her  wit  ? 
With  Delyt  she  halt  sojonr. 
For  bothe  they  dwellen  in  00  tonr.     4980 
As  longe  as  Yoathe  is  in  sesoon, 
They  dwellen  in  oon  mansioun. 
D^yt  of  Yoathe  wol  have  servyse 
To  do  what  so  he  wol  dovyse ; 
And  Yonthe  is  redy  evermore  4985 

For  to  obey,  for  smerte  of  sore, 
Unto  Delyt,  and  him  to  yive 
Hir  servise,  whyl  that  she  may  live. 

'  Where  Elde  abit,  I  wol  thee  telle 
Shortly,  and  no  whyle  dwelle,  4990 

For  thider  bihoveth  thee  to  go. 
If  Deth  in  yoathe  thee  not  slo, 
Of  this  joam^  thon  maist  not  fiule. 
With  hir  Labour  and  TravaUe 
Logged  been,  with  Sorwe  and  Wo^     4995 
That  never  out  of  hir  courte  go. 
Peyne  and  Distresse,  Syknesse  and  Ire, 
And  Malenooly,  that  angry  sire, 
Ben  of  hir  paleys  senatours ; 


Groning    and    Grucching,    hir    herber- 
geours,  5000 

The  day  and  night,  hir  to  turment, 
With  cruel  Deth  they  hir  present, 
And  tellen  hir,  erliche  and  late, 
That  Deth  fstant  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Than  bringe  they  to  hir  remembraunce 
The  foly  dedis  of  hir  infaunce,  5006 

Which  causen  hir  to  moume  in  wo 
That  Youthe  hath  hir  bigQed  so, 
Which  sodeynly  awey  is  hasted. 
She  '{nvepeth  the  tyme  that  she  hath 
wasted,  5010 

Compleyning  of  the  preterit. 
And  the  present,  that  not  abit. 
And  of  hir  olde  vanitee. 
That,  but  afom  hir  she  may  see 
In  the  future  som  socour,  5015 

To  l^igen  hir  of  hir  dolour, 
To  graunt  hir  tyme  of  repentaunce. 
For  hir  sinnes  to  do  penaunce. 
And  at  the  laste  so  hir  goveme 
To  winne  the  joy  that  is  eteme,  5020 

Fro  which  go  bakward  Youthe  fhir  made. 
In  vanitee  to  droune  and  wade. 
For  present  tyme  abidith  nought, 
It  is  more  swift  than  any  thought ; 
So  litel  whyle  it  doth  endure  5025 

That  ther  nis  compte  ne  mesure. 

^  But  how  that  ever  the  game  go. 
Who  list  f  have  joye  and  mirth  also 
Of  love,  be  it  he  or  she. 
High  or  lowe,  who[so]  it  be,  5030 

In  fruyt  they  shulde  hem  delyte  ; 
Her  part  they  may  not  elles  qujrte, 
To  save  hem-silf  in  honestee. 
And  yit  ftil  many  oon  I  see 
Of  wimmen,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  5035 

That  [ay]  desire  and  wolde  fayne 
The  pley  of  love,  they  be  so  wilde. 
And  not  coveite  to  go  with  childe. 
And  if  with  child  they  be  perchannce. 
They  wole  it  holde  a  gret  mischaunce ; 
But  what-som-ever  wo  they  fele,         5041 
They  wol  not  pleyne,  but  concele ; 
But-if  it  be  any  fool  or  nyce, 
In  whom  that  shame  hath  no  justyce. 
For  to  delyt  echon  they  drawe,  5045 

That  haunte  this  werk,  bothe  high  and 

lawe. 
Save  sioh  that  ax{e]n  worth  right  nought. 
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That  for  money  wol  be  bought. 

Such  love  I  preise  in  no  iivyse, 

Whan  it  is  fgiven  for  ooveitise.  5050 

T  preise  no  womman,  thongh  ■fshe  be  wood, 

That  yeveth  hir-eilf  for  any  good. 

For  litel  shulde  a  man  telle 

Of  hir,  that  wol  hir  body  seUe, 

Be  she  mayde,  be  she  wyf,  5055 

That  qnik  wol  selle  hir,  by  hir  lyf. 

How  faire  chere  that  ever  she  make, 

He  is  a  wreoche,  I  nndirtake, 

That  f  loveth  sach  one,  for  swete  or  sonr, 

Thongh  she  him  calle  hir  paramour,  5060 

And  langheth  on  him,  and  makith  him 

feeste. 
For  certejTily  no  snche  [a]  beeste 
To  be  loved  is  not  worthy, 
Or  here  the  name  of  dra[e]ry. 
Noon  shnlde  hir  please,  bat  he  were  wood, 
That  wol  dispoile  him  of  his  good.      5066 
Yit  nevertheles,  I  wol  not  sey 
f  But  she,  for  solace  and  for  pley, 
May  a  jewel  or  other  thing 
Take  of  her  loves  free  yeving  ;  5070 

But  that  she  aske  it  in  no  wyse, 
For  drede  of  shame  of  coveityse. 
And  she  of  hirs  may  him,  certeyn, 
Withoute  sclaundre,  yeven  ag^n. 
And  j<^ne  her  hertes  togidre  so  5075 

In  love,  and  take  and  yeve  also. 
Trowe  not  that  I  wolde  hem  twinno, 
"^Hian  in  her  love  ther  is  no  sinne ; 
I  wol  that  they  togedre  go. 
And  doon  al  that  they  han  ado,  5080 

As  curteis  shulde  and  debonaire. 
And  in  her  love  beren  hem  faire, 
Withoute  vyce,  bothe  he  and  she ; 
80  that  alwey,  in  honestee, 
Fro  foly  love  fthey  kepe  hem  dere    5085 
That  brenneth  hertis  with  his  fere ; 
And  that  her  love,  in  any  wjrse, 
Be  devoid  of  coveityse. 
Good  love  shulde  engendrid  be 
Of  trewe  herte,  just,  and  secree,         5090 
And  not  of  such  as  sette  her  thought 
To  have  her  lust,  and  ellis  nought. 
Ho  are  they  caught  in  Loves  lace. 
Truly,  for  bodily  solace. 
Fleshly  delyt  is  so  present  5095 

With  thee,  that  sette  al  thyn  entent, 
Withoute  more  (what  shulde  I  glose  ?) 


For  to  gete  and  have  the  Rose ; 

Which  makith  thee  so  mate  and  wood 

That  thou  desirest  noon  other  good.  51(10 

But  thou  art  not  an  inche  the  nerre, 

But  ever  abydest  in  sorwe  and  werre. 

As  in  thy  face  it  is  sene  ; 

It  makith  thee  bothe  pale  and  lene  ; 

Thy  might,  thy  vertu  goth  away.        5105 

A  soiy  gest,  in  goode  fay, 

Thou  f  herberedest  than  in  thyn  inne, 

The  GU)d  of  Love  whan  thou  let  inne ! 

Wherfore  I  rede,  thou  shette  him  out, 

Or  he  shal  greve  thee,  out  of  doute ;  51 10 

For  to  thy  profit  it  wol  turne. 

If  he  nomore  with  thee  sojoume. 

In  gret  mischeef  and  sorwe  sonken 

Ben  hertis,  that  of  love  am  dronken, 

As  thou  i)eraventure  knowen  shal,      5115 

Whan  thou  hast  lost  fthy  tyme  al. 

And  spent  "fthy  youthe  in  ydilnesse, 

In  waste,  and  woftd  lustinesse ; 

If  thou  maist  live  the  tyme  to  see 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  be,  5120 

Thy  tyme  thou  shalt  biwepe  sore 

The  whiche  never  thou  maist  restore. 

(For  tyme  lost,  as  men  may  see, 

For  no-thing  may  recured  beX 

And  if  thou  scape  3rit,  atte  laste,         5r25 

Fro  Love,  that  hath  thee  so  faste 

Knit  and  bounden  in  his  lace, 

Certe3m,  I  holde  it  but  a  grace. 

For  many  oon,  as  it  is  seyn. 

Have  lost,  and  spent  also  in  veyn,      5130 

In  his  servyse,  withoute  socour. 

Body  and  soule,  good,  and  tresour. 

Wit,  and  strengthe,  and  eek  richesse, 

Of  which  they  hadde  never  redresse.' 

Thus  taught  and  preched  hath  Besoun, 
But  Love  spilte  hir  sermoxm,  51.^6 

That  was  so  imped  in  my  thought. 
That  hir  doctrine  I  sette  at  nought. 
And  3rit  ne  seide  she  never  a  dele. 
That  I  ne  nnderstode  it  wele,  5140 

Word  by  word,  the  mater  al. 
But  unto  Love  I  was  so  thrtJ, 
Which  callith  over-al  his  pray, 
He  chasith  so  my  thought  falwsy, 
And  holdith  myn  herte  undir  his  sele, 
As  trust  and  trew  as  any  stele  ;  5146 

So  that  no  devooioun 
Ne  hadde  I  in  the  sermoun 


Fkaomekt  B.] 


ZH  (£lomattni  of  (9e  Q^oee* 


53 


Of  dame  Resonn,  ne  of  hir  rede ; 

It  toke  no  sojonr  in  myn  hede.  5150 

For  alle  yede  oat  at  oon  ere 

That  in  that  other  she  dide  lere ; 

FnHy  on  me  she  lost  hir  lore, 

Hir  Bpeche  me  greved  wondir  sore. 

fThan  unto  hir  for  ire  I  seide,         5155 
For  anger,  as  I  dide  abraide  : 
*  Dame,  and  is  it  your  wille  algate, 
That  I  not  love,  bat  that  I  hate 
Alle  men,  as  ye  me  teche? 
For  if  I  do  aHir  yoor  speche,  5160 

Sith  that  ye  seyn  love  is  not  good. 
Than  mnst  I  nedis  say  with  mood, 
If  I  it  leve,  in  hatrede  ay 
Liven,  and  voide  love  away 
From  me,  [and  been]  a  sinftd  wrecohe, 
Hated  of  all  that  [love  that]  tecohe.    5166 
I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate, 
For  either  most  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if  I  hate  men  of-newe 
More  than  love,  it  wol  me  rewe,  5170 

As  by  your  proching  semeth  me, 
For  Love  no-thing  ne  preisith  thee. 
Ye  yeve  good  connseil,  sikirly, 
That  prechith  me  al-day,  that  I 
Shulde  not  Loves  lore  alowe  ;  5175 

He  were  a  fool,  wolde  yon  not  trowe ! 
In- speche  also  ye  han  me  taught 
Another  love,  that  knowen  is  naoght, 
Which  I  have  herd  yoa  not  repreve. 
To  love  ech  other  ;  by  your  leve,         5180 
If  ye  wolde  difiyne  it  me, 
I  wolde  gladly  here,  to  see, 
At  the  leest,  if  I  may  lere 
Of  sondry  loves  the  manere.* 

Baimm,    *Certis,    freend,    a   fool   art 
thou  5185 

Whan  that  thon  no-thing  wolt  allowo 
That  I  [thee]  for  thy  profit  say. 
Yit  wol  I  sey  thee  more,  in  fay ; 
For  I  am  redy,  at  the  leste, 
To  acoomplisshe  thy  reqneste,  5190 

But  I  not  wher  it  wol  avayle ; 
In  veyne,  peraontre,  I  shal  travayle. 
Love  ther  is  in  sondry  wyse. 
As  I  shal  thee  here  devyse. 
For  som  love  leftil  is  and  good ;  5195 

I  mene  not  that  which  mAkith  thee  wood, 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fit. 
And  raviashith  fro  thee  al  thy  wit, 


It  is  so  merveiloas  and  qneynt ; 

With  sach  love  be  no  more  aqaeynt.  5200 

Comment  BslBoun  diffinist 
tAmistie. 

*  Love  of  Frendahipe  also  ther  is, 
Which  makith  no  man  doon  amis, 
Of  wille  knit  bitwise  two, 
That  wol  not  breko  for  wele  no  wo ; 
Which  long  is  lykly  to  contane,  5205 

Whan  wille  and  goodis  ben  in  comune ; 
Grounded  by  goddis  ordinaunce, 
Hool,  withoute  disoordaunce ; 
With  hem  holding  oomuntee 
Of  al  her  goode  in  charitce,  52 10 

That  ther  be  noon  excepcionn 
Thurgh  chaunging  of  entencioun ; 
That  ech  helpe  other  at  hir  neede, 
And  wysly  hcle  bothe  word  and  dede  ; 
Trewo  of  mening,  devoid  of  alouthe,    5215 
For  wit  is  nought  withoute  troutho ; 
So  that  the  ton  dar  al  his  thought 
Seyn  to  his  freend,  and  spare  nought, 
As  to  him-silf,  without  dreding 
To  be  discovered  by  wreying.  5220 

For  glad  is  that  conjunccioun. 
Whan  ther  is  noon  suspccioun 
[Ne  lak  in  hem],  whom  they  wolde  prove 
That  trew  and  parfit  weren  in  love. 
For  no  man  may  be  amiable,  5225 

But-if  he  be  so  ferme  and  stable, 
That  fortune  chaunge  him  not,  ne  blindo, 
But  that  his  freend  alwey  him  findo, 
Bothe  pore  and  riclie,  in  oo[n]  [e]state. 
For  if  his  freend,  thurgh  any  gate,     5230 
Wol  compleyne  of  his  povertee. 
He  shulde  not  byde  so  long,  til  he 
Of  his  helping  him  requore ; 
For  good  deed,  don  [but]  thurgh  prayere, 
Is  sold,  and  bought  to  dere,  y-wis,      5235 
To  hert  that  of  gret  valour  iB. 
For  hert  ftdfilled  of  gentilnesso 
Can  yvel  demeno  his  distresse. 
And  man  that  worthy  is  of  name 
To  asken  often  hath  gret  shame.         5240 
A  good  man  brenneth  in  his  thought 
For  shame,  whan  he  axeth  ought. 
He  hath  gret  thought,  and  dredith  ay 
For  his  disese,  whan  he  shal  pray 
His  fireend,  lest  that  he  warned  be,    5245 
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Til  that  he  prove  his  stabiltee. 

Bat  whan  that  he  hath  fonnden  oon 

That  trusty  is  and  trew  as  stone, 

And  [hath]  assayed  him  at  al, 

And  found  him  stedefast  as  a  wal,      5250 

And  of  his  freendship  be  certeyne, 

He  shal  him  shewe  bothe  joye  and  pejrne, 

And  al  that  [he]  dar  thinke  or  sey, 

Withonte  shame,  as  he  wel  may. 

For  how  shnlde  he  ashamed  be  5255 

Of  sich  oon  as  I  tolde  thee  ? 

For  whan  he  woot  his  secree  thought, 

The  thridde  shal  knowe  ther-of  right 

nought ; 
For  tweyn  in  nombre  is  bet  than  three 
In  every  counsel  and  secree.  5260 

Bepreve  he  dredeth  never  a  del, 
Who  that  biset  his  wordis  wel ; 
For  every  wjrs  man,  out  of  drede, 
Can  kepe  his  tunge  til  he  see  node ; 
And  fooles  can  not  holde  hir  tunge  ;  5265 
A  fooles  belle  is  sone  runge. 
Yit  shal  a  trewe  freend  do  more 
To  helpe  his  felowe  of  his  sore, 
And  socoure  him,  whan  he  hath  nede. 
In  al  that  he  may  doon  in  dedo ;         5270 
And  gladder  [be]  that  he  him  plesith 
Than  [is]  his  felowe  that  he  esith. 
And  if  he  do  not  his  requeste, 
He  shal  as  mochel  him  moleste 
As  his  felow,  for  that  he  5275 

May  not  fulfiUe  his  voluntee 
[As]  Ailly  as  he  hath  requered. 
If  f  bothe  hertis  Love  hath  fered, 
Joy  and  wo  they  shul  depart, 
And  take  evenly  ech  his  part.  5280 

Half  his  anoy  he  shal  have  ay, 
And  comfort  [him]  what  that  he  may ; 
And  of  fhis  bUsse  parte  shal  he. 
If  love  wol  departed  be. 

^  And  whUom  of  this  f  amitee  5285 

Spak  Tullius  in  a  ditee  ; 
■)*"  A  man  shulde  maken  his  request 
Unto  his  freend,  that  is  honest ; 
And  he  goodly  shulde  it  ftilfille, 
But  it  the  more  were  out  of  skile,       5290 
And  otherwise  not  graunt  therto, 
Except  only  in  f  cases  two  : 
If  men  his  freend  to  deth  wolde  dryve, 
Lat  him  be  bisy  to  save  his  lyve. 
Also  if  men  wolen  him  assayle,  5295 


Of  his  wurship  to  make  him  faile, 

And  hindren  him  of  his  renoun, 

Lat  him,  with  ful  entencioun, 

His  dever  doon  in  ech  degree 

That  his  freend  ne  shamed  be,  5300 

In  this  two  fcases  with  his  might, 

Taking  no  kepe  to  skile  nor  right, 

As  ferre  as  love  may  him  excuse ; 

This  oughte  no  nian  to  refuse." 

This  love  that  I  have  told  to  thee       5305 

Is  no-thing  contrarie  to  me ; 

This  wol  I  that  thou  folowe  wel, 

And  leve  the  tother  everydeL 

This  love  to  vertu  al  attendith,  5309 

The  tothir  fooles  blent  and  shendith. 

^  Another  love  also  there  is, 
That  is  contrarie  unto  this, 
Which  deayre  is  so  constreyned 
That  [it]  is  but  wille  feyned  ; 
Awey  fro  trouthe  it  doth  so  varie,       5315 
That  to  good  love  it  is  contrarie ; 
For  it  maymeth,  in  many  wyse, 
Syke  hertis  with  coveityse ; 
Al  in  winning  and  in  profyt 
Sich  love  settith  his  delyt.  5320 

This  love  so  hangeth  in  balaunce 
That,  if  it  lese  his  hope,  perchaunce, 
Of  lucre,  that  he  is  set  upon, 
It  wol  faUe,  and  quenche  anon ; 
For  no  man  may  be  amorous,  5325 

Ne  in  his  Uving  vertuous, 
But-[if  ]  he  love  more,  in  mood, 
Men  for  hem-ailf  than  for  hir  good. 
For  love  that  profit  doth  abyde 
Is  fals,  and  bit  not  in  no  tyde.  5330 

[This]  love  cometh  of  dame  Fortune, 
That  litel  whyle  wol  contune ; 
For  it  shal  chaungen  wonder  sone, 
And  take  eclips  right  as  the  mono. 
Whan  fshe  is  from  us  [yyiet  5335 

Thurgh  erthe,  that  bitwixe  is  set 
The  Sonne  and  hir,  as  it  may  faUe, 
Be  it  in  party,  or  in  alle ; 
The  shadowe  maketh  her  bemis  merke, 
And  hir  homes  to  shewe  derke,  5340 

That  part  where  she  hath  lost  fthe  lyght 
Of  Phebus  fully,  and  the  sight ; 
Til,  whan  the  shadowe  is  overpast, 
She  is  enlumined  ageyn  as  faste,        5344 
■f^Thurgh  brightnesse  of  the  sonne  hemes 
That  yeveth  to  hir  ageyn  hir  lemes. 
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That  love  is  ri£:ht  of  sioh  nature  ; 

"Sow  is  [it]  fair,  and  now  obscure, 

Now  bright,  now  clipsy  of  manere, 

And  whylom  dim,  and  whylom.  dere.  5350 

As  sone  as  Poverte  ginneth  take. 

With  mantel  and  [with]  wedis  blake 

[It]  hidith  of  Love  the  light  awey, 

That  into  night  it  tumeth  day ; 

It  may  not  see  Bichesse  shyne  5555 

Til  the  blakke  shadowes  fyne. 

For,  whan  Bichesse  shyneth  bright. 

Love  recovereth  ageyn  his  light ; 

And  whan  it  feulith,  he  wol  flit, 

And  as  she  "t^groweth,  so  groweth  it.  5360 

*  Of  this  love,  here  what  I  sey : — 
The  riche  men  are  loved  ay. 

And  namely  the  that  sparand  bene. 

That  wol  not  wasshe  hir  hertes  clene 

Of  the  filthe,  nor  of  the  vyce  5365 

Of  gredy  brenning  avaryce. 

The  riche  man  Ail  fond  is,  y-wis, 

That  weneth  that  he  loved  is. 

If  that  his  herte  it  undirstood, 

It  is  not  he,  it  is  his  good ;  5370 

He  may  wel  witen  in  his  thought. 

His  good  is  loved,  and  he  right  nought. 

For  if  he  be  a  nigard  eke, 

lien  wole  not  sette  by  him  a  leke, 

But  haten  him  ;  this  is  the  soth.         5375 

Lo,  what  profit  his  catel  doth  ! 

Of  every  man  that  may  him  see, 

It  geteth  him  nought  but  enmitee. 

But  he  amende  *|-him  of  that  vyce. 

And  knowe  him-silf,  he  is  not  wy&     5380 

*  Certis,  he  shnlde  ay  freendly  be, 
To  gete  him  love  also  ben  free. 

Or  ellis  he  is  not  wyse  ne  sage 

No  more  than  is  a  gote  ramage. 

That  he  not  loveth,  his  dede  proveth. 

Whan  he  his  richesse  so  wel  loveth,  5386 

That  he  wol  hyde  it  ay  and  spare. 

His  pore  freendis  seen  forfare ; 

To  kepe  fit  ay  is  his  purpose, 

TU  for  drede  his  eyen  close,  5390 

And  til  a  wikked  deth  him  take ; 

Him  hadde  lever  asondre  shake. 

And  late  f  his  limes  asondre  ryve, 

Than  leve  his  richesse  in  his  lyve. 

He  thenkith  parte  it  with  no  man  ;    5395 

Certayn,  no  love  is  in  him  than. 

How  shulde  love  within  him  be, 


Whan  in  his  herte  is  no  pite  ? 

That  he  trespasseth,  wel  I  wat, 

For  ech  man  knowith  his  estat ;         5400 

For  wel  him  'foughte  be  reproved 

That  loveth  nought,  ne  is  not  loved. 

^  But  sith  we  am  to  Fortune  oomen, 
And  f  han  our  sermoun  of  hir  nomen, 
A  wondir  wil  I  telle  thee  now,  5405 

Thou  herdist  never  sioh  oon,  I  trow. 
I  not  wher  thou  me  leven  shal, 
Though  sothfastnesse  it  be  fin  al, 
As  it  is  writen,  and  is  sooth. 
That  unto  men  more  profit  doth         5410 
The  froward  Fortune  and  contraire. 
Than  the  swote  and  debonaire  : 
And  if  thee  thinke  it  is  doutable, 
It  is  thuigh  argument  provable. 
For  the  debonaire  and  softe  5415 

Falsith  and  bigylith  ofte ; 
For  liche  It  moder  she  can  cherishe 
And  milken  as  doth  A  norjrs ; 
And  of  hir  goode  to  f  hem  deles. 
And  yeveth  f  hem  part  of  her  joweles. 
With  grete  richesse  and  dignitee ;      5431 
And  hem  she  hoteth  stabilitee 
In  a  state  that  is  not  stable, 
But  chaunging  ay  and  variable  ; 
And  fedlth  fhem  with  glorie  veyne,   5435 
And  worldly  blisse  noncerteyne. 
Whan  she  fhem  settith  on  hir  whele. 
Than  wene  they  to  be  right  wole. 
And  in  so  stable  state  withalle. 
That  never  they  wene  for  to  falle.       5430 
And  whan  they  set  so  high[e]  be, 
They  wene  to  have  in  certeintee 
Of  hertly  frendis  fso  gret  noumbre. 
That  no-thing  mighte  her  stat  enoombre  ; 
They  truste  hem  so  on  every  syde,      5435 
Wening  with  fhem  they  wolde  abyde 
In  eveiy  perel  and  mischaunce, 
Withoute  chaunge  or  variaunce, 
Bothe  of  catel  and  of  good ; 
And  also  for  to  spende  hir  blood         5440 
And  alle  hir  membris  for  to  spille, 
Only  to  fulfille  hir  wille. 
They  maken  it  hole  in  many  wyse, 
And  hoten  hem  hir  ful  servyse. 
How  sore  that  it  do  hem  smerte,         5445 
Into  hir  very  naked  sherte  ! 
Herte  and  al,  so  hole  they  yeve, 
For  the  tyme  that  they  may  live, 
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So  that,  with  her  flateiyc, 

They  maken  foolia  glorifye  5450 

Of  hir  wordls  [greet]  speking, 

And  han  fthere-of  a  rejoysing, 

And  trowe  hem  as  the  Evangylo  ; 

And  it  ia  al  falsheed  and  gyle, 

As  they  shal  afberwarde[s]  see,  5455 

Whan  they  am  falle  in  povertoc, 

And  been  of  good  and  catel  bare  ; 

Than   shulde  they  seen   who    freendis 

ware. 
For  of  an  hundred,  oerte3ail3', 
Kor  of  a  thousand  fol  scarsly,  5460 

Ne  shal  they  fjoide  onnethis  oon, 
Whan  povertee  is  oomen  upon. 
For  fthis  Fortune  that  I  of  telle. 
With  men  whan  hir  lust  to  dwelle, 
Makith  hem  to  leso  hir  oonisaunce,    5465 
And  nourishith  hem  in  ignoraunce. 

'  But  froward  Fortune  and  perverse. 
Whan  high  estatis  she  doth  reverse, 
And  maketh  hem  to  tumble  doun 
Of  hir  whole,  with  sodeyn  toum,         5470 
And  from  hir  richesse  doth  hem  flee, 
And  plongeth  hem  in  povertee. 
As  a  stepmoder  envyous, 
And  leyeth  a  piastre  dolorous 
I'nto  her  hcrtis,  wounded  egre,  5475 

Which  is  not  tempred  with  vinogre. 
But  with  poverte  and  indigence, 
•j^She  sheweth,  by  experience. 
That  she  is  Fortune  vcrely 
In  whom  no  man  shulde  affy,  5480 

Nor  in  hir  yefbis  have  fiaunce. 
She  is  so  ful  of  variaunco. 
Thus  can  she  moken  high  and  lowc, 
Whan  they  from  richesse  ar[e]n  throwe, 
FuUy  to  knowen,  withouten  were,      54R5 
Freend  of  feffect,  and  freend  of  chore ; 
And  which  in  love  weron  trew  and  stable. 
And  whiche  also  weren  variable. 
After  Fortune,  hir  goddessc,  • 
In  poverte,  outher  in  richesse ;  5490 

For  al  f  she  yeveth,  out  of  drede, 
Unhappe  bereveth  it  in  dede ; 
For  Infortune  flat  not  oon 
Of  freendis,  whan  Fortune  is  goon  ; 
I  mene  tho  freendis  that  wol  flee        5495 
Anoon  as  entreth  povertee. 
And  jrit  they  wol  not  leve  hem  so. 
But  in  ech  place  where  they  go 


They  calle  hem  **wrecche,"  scorne  and 

blame. 
And  of  hir  mishappe  hem  diffame,     5500 
And,  namely,  siohe  as  in  richesse 
Pretendith  most  of  stablenesse. 
Whan  that  they  sawe  him  set  onlofle, 
And  weren  of  him  socoured  ofbe. 
And  most  y-holpe  in  al  hir  nedo  :        5505 
But  now  they  take  no  maner  hede. 
But  seyn,  in  voice  of  flateryo, 
That  now  apperith  hir  folyc, 
Over-al  where-so  they  fare. 
And  singe,  "  Gk>,  farewel  feldefare."    5510 
Alle  suche  freendis  I  beshrewe. 
For  of  [the]  trewe  ther  be  to  fewo ; 
But  sothfast  freendis,  what  so  bityde. 
In  every  fortune  wolen  abyde  ; 
They  han  hir  hertis  in  suche  noblesse 
That  they  nil  love  for  no  riche^e ;     5516 
Nor,  for  that  Fortune  may  hem  sonde, 
They  wolen  hem  socoure  and-  defendo ; 
And  ohaunge  for  sofbe  ne  for  sore, 
For  who  is  freend,  loveth  evermore.   5520 
Though  men  drawe  swerd  his  freend  to  slo. 
He  may  not  hewe  hir  love  atwo. 
But,  in  [the]  case  that  I  shal  sey. 
For  pride  and  ire  lose  it  he  may, 
And  for  reprove  by  nyceteo,  5525 

And  discovering  of  privitec. 
With  tonge  wounding,  as  feloun, 
Thurgh  venemous  detraccioun. 
Frend  in  this  case  wol  gon  his  way. 
For  no-thing  greve  him  more  ne  may ; 
And  for  nought  ellis  wol  he  flee,  5531 

If  that  he  love  in  stabilitee. 
And  certeyn,  he  is  wel  bigoon 
Among  a  thousand  that  fyndith  oon. 
For  ther  may  be  no  richesse,  5535 

Ageyns  frendship,  of  worthinesse ; 
For  it  no  may  so  high  atteigne 
As  may  the  valoure,  sooth  to  seyno. 
Of  him  that  loveth  trew  and  wel ; 
Frendship  is  more  tiian  is  cateL         5540 
For  freend  in  court  ay  better  is 
Than  peny  in  [his]  purs,  oertis  ; 
And  Fortune,  mishapping. 
Whan  upon  men  she  is  ffalling, 
Thurgh  mistuming  of  hir  chaunce,    5545 
And  fcasteth  hem  oute  of  balaunce, 
She  makith,  thurgh  hir  adversitee, 
Men  fal  cleerly  for  to  see 
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Him  that  ia  freend  in  existence 

From  him  that  is  by  apparence.  5550 

For  Infortone  makith  anoon 

To  knowe  thy  freendls  fro  thy  foon, 

By  experience,  right  as  it  is  ; 

The  "which  is  more  to  preyse,  y-wis, 

Than  fis  miche  richesse  and  tresoor  ; 

For  more  f  doth  profit  and  valour       5556 

Foverte,  and  saoh  adversitee, 

fiifore  than  doth  prosperitee ; 

For  the  toon  yeveth  conisaonce, 

And  the  tother  ignoraonce.  5560 

*  And  thus  in  poverte  is  in  dede 
Troathe  declared  fro  falsehede  ; 
For  feynte  frendis  it  vol  dechire, 
And  trewe  also,  what  wey  they  fare. 
For  whan  he  was  in  his  richesse,         5565 
These  freendis,  fol  of.doablenesse, 
Offrid  him  ih  many  wyse 
Hert  and  body,  and  servyse. 
What  wolde  he  than  ha  fyeve  to  ha 

bought 
To  knowen  openly  her  thought,  5570 

That  he  now  hath  so  clerly  seen  ? 
The  lasse  bigyled  he  sholde  have  been 
And  he  hadde  than  perce3rved  it, 
But  richesse  nold  not  late  him  wit. 
Wei  more  avauntage  doth  him  than,  5575 
Sith  that  it  makith  him  a  wys  man. 
The  greet  mischeef  that  he  freceyveth, 
Than  doth  richesse  that  him  deceyveth. 
Richesse  riche  ne  makith  nought 
Him  that  on  tresour  set  his  thought ; 
For  richesse  stont  in  suffisaunce  5581 

And  no-thing  in  habundaunoe ; 
For  suffisaunce  al-only 
Makith  men  to  live  richely. 
For  he  that  hath  [but]  miches  tweyne, 
Xe  [more]  value  in  his  demeigne,        5586 
Liveth  more  at  ese,  and  more  is  riche, 
Than  doth  he  that  is  [so]  chiche, 
And  in  his  hem  hath,  soth  to  seyn. 
An  hundred  fmuwis  of  whetegreyn,  5590 
Though  he  be  chapman  or  marchaunt, 
And  have  of  golde  many  besaunt. 
For  in  the  geting  he  hath  such  wo. 
And  in  the  keping  drede  also, 
And  set  evermore  his  biaynesse  5595 

For  to  encrese,  and  not  to  lesse, 
For  to  augment  and  multiply. 
And  though  on  hepis  fit  lye  him  by, 


Yit  never  shal  make  his  richesse 

Asseth  unto  his  gredinesse.  56CX) 

But  the  povre  that  recchith  nought, 

Save  of  his  lyflode,  in  his  thought. 

Which  that  he  getith  with  his  travaile, 

He  dredith  nought  that  it  shal  faile, 

Though  he  have  lytel  worldis  good,    5605 

Mete  and  drinke,  and  esy  food, 

Upon  his  travel  and  living. 

And  also  suffisaunt  clothing. 

Or  if  in  syknesse  that  he  falle, 

And  lothe  mete  and  drink  withalle,   5610 

Though  he  have  nought,  his  mete  to  by, 

He  shal  bithinke  him  hastely. 

To  putte  him  out  of  al  daunger, 

That  ho  of  mete  hath  no  mister  ; 

Or  that  he  may  with  litel  eke  5615 

Be  founden,  whyl  that  he  is  seke  ; 

Or  that  men  shul  him  fbere  in  hast, 

To  live,  til  his  syknesse  be  past, 

To  somme  maysondewe  bisyde ;  5619 

He  cast  nought  what  shal  him  bityde. 

He  thenkith  nought  that  ever  he  shal 

Into  any  syknesse  falle. 

*  And  though  it  falle,  as  it  may  be, 
That  al  betyme  spare  shal  he 
As  moohel  as  shal  to  him  sufifyce,        56^5 
Whyl  he  is  syke  in  any  wyse, 
He  doth  [it],  for  that  he  wol  be 
Ck>ntent  with  his  povertee 
Withoute  nede  of  any  man. 
So  micho  in  litel  have  he  can,  5630 

He  is  apayed  with  his  fortune  ; 
And  for  he  nil  be  importune 
Unto  no  wight,  ne  onerous. 
Nor  of  hir  goodes  coveitous  ; 
Therfore  he  spareth,  it  may  wel  been. 
His  pore  ostat  for  to  sustene.  5636 

'  Or  if  him  lust  not  for  to  spare, 
But  suffrith  forth,  as  nought  ne  ware, 
Atte  last  it  hapneth,  as  it  may, 
Bight  unto  his  laste  day,  5640 

And  ftaketh  the  world  as  it  wolde  be ; 
For  ever  in  herte  thenkith  he, 
The  soner  that  [the]  deeth  him  slo. 
To  paradys  the  soner  go 
He  shal,  there  for  to  live  in  blisse,      5645 
Where  that  he  shal  no  good  misse. 
Thider  he  hopith  god  shal  him  sende 
Aitir  his  wrecchid  lyves  ende. 
Piotagoras  himsilf  reherses. 
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In  a  book  that  the  Gk>lden  Verses       5650 
Is  depid,  for  the  nobilitce 
Of  the  honourable  ditee  : — 
"  Than,  whan  thou  gost  thy  body  fro, 
Free  in  the  eir  thou  shalt  np  go, 
And  leven  al  huinanitee,  5655 

And  purely  live  in  deitec." — 
He  is  a  fool,  withouten  were. 
That  trowith  have  his  countre  here. 
"  In  erthe  is  not  our  countree," 
That  may  these  clerkis  seyn  and  see  5660 
In  Boece  of  Consolacioun, 
Where  it  is  maked  mencioun 
Of  our  countree  pleyn  at  the  eye. 
By  teching  of  philosophye, 
AVhere  lewid  men  might  lere  wit,       5665 
Who-so  that  wolde  translaten  it. 
If  he  be  sich  that  can  wol  live 
Aftir  his  rente  may  him  yivo. 
And  not  desyroth  more  to  have. 
That  may  £ro  povertee  him  save  :       5670 
A  wjrs  man  seide,  as  we  may  seen, 
Is  no  man  wrecched,  but  he  it  wene, 
Be  he  king,  knight,  or  ribaud. 
And  many  a  ribaud  is  mery  and  baud. 
That  swinkith,  and  berith,  bothe  day  and 
night,  5675 

Many  a  burthen  of  gret  might. 
The  whiche  doth  him  lasse  offense. 
For  he  suffrith  in  pacionce. 
They  laugh  and  daunce,  trippe  and  singe, 
And  ley  not  up  for  her  living,  5680 

But  in  the  tavern  al  disi)endith 
The  winning  that  god  hem  sendith. 
Than  goth  he,  fardels  for  to  here. 
With  as  good  chere  as  he  dide  ere  ; 
To  swinke  and  traveile  he  not  feynith, 
For  for  to  robben  he  disdeynith  ;        5686 
But  right  anoon,  aftir  his  swinko, 
Ho  goth  to  tavern  for  to  drinko. 
Alle  these  ar  richo  in  abundaunce. 
That  can  thus  have  suffisaunce  5690 

Wei  more  than  can  an  usurere. 
As  god  wel  knowith,  withoute  were. 
For  an  usurer,  so  god  mo  see, 
Shal  never  for  richesse  riche  bee, 
Biit  evermore  pore  and  indigent,        5695 
Scarce,  and  gredy  in  his  entent. 

*  For  soth  it  is,  whom  it  displese, 
Ther  may  no  marchaunt  live  at  ese ; 
His  herte  in  sich  a  fwero  is  set, 


That  it  quik  brenneth  [more]  to  get,  5700 

Ne  never  shal  *f*enou^h  have  geten  ; 

Though  he  have  gold  in  gerners  yeten, 

For  to  be  nedy  he  dredith  sore. 

Wherfore  to  geten  more  and  more 

He  set  his  herte  and  his  desire ;  5705 

So  bote  he  bronnith  in  the  lire 

Of  coveitise,  that  makith  him  wood 

To  purchase  other  mennes  good. 

He  undirfongith  a  gret  peyne, 

That  undirtakith  to  drinke  up  Seyne ; 

For  the  more  he  drinkith,  ay  5711 

The  more  he  leveth,  the  soth  to  say. 

't'This  is  the  thurst  of  fals  geting. 

That  last  ever  in  coveiting. 

And  the  anguisshe  and  distresse         5715 

With  the  fire  of  gredinesse. 

She  fighteth  with  him  ay,  and  stiyveth, 

That  his  herte  asondre  ryveth  ; 

Such  gredinesse  him  assay lith, 

That  whan  he  most  hath,  most  he  faylitli. 

*  Phisioiens  and  advocates  5721 
Gon  right  by  the  same  yates  ; 

They  selle  hir  science  for  winning. 
And  haunte  hir  crafte  for  greet  geting. 
Hir  winning  is  of  such  swetnessc,        5735 
That  if  a  man  falle  in  sikenesso. 
They  are  ful  glad,  for  hir  encrese ; 
For  by  hir  wille,  withoute  lees, 
Everiche  man  shulde  be  soke,  5719 

And  though  they  dye,  they  set  not  a  leke. 
After,  whan  they  the  gold  have  take, 
Ful  litel  care  for  hem  they  make. 
They  wolde  that  fourty  were  seke  at  onis, 
Ye,  two  hundred,  in  flesh  and  bonis. 
And  yit  two  thousand,  as  I  gesse,        5735 
For  to  encresen  her  richesse. 
They  wol  not  worchen,  in  no  wyse, 
But  for  lucre  and  coveityse  ; 
For  fysyk  ginneth  first  by  /y, 
The  fysyoien  also  sothely ;  5740 

And  sithen  it  goth  fro  Jff  to  fty ; 
To  truste  on  hem,  it  is  foly ; 
For  they  nil,  in  no  manor  gree, 
Do  right  nought  for  chariteo. 

*  Eke  in  the  same  secte  are  set         5745 
Alle  tho  that  prechen  for  to  get 
Worshipes,  honour,  and  richesse. 

Her  hertis  am  in  greet  distresse. 

That  folk  [ne]  live  not  holily. 

But  aboven  al,  specialy,  5750 
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Sich  as  prechen  [for]  veynglorie, 
And  toivard  god  have  no  memorio. 
Bat  forth  as  ypocrites  trace, 
And  to  her  sooles  deth  pnrchaoe, 
And  outward  fshewen  holynesse,        5755 
Though  they  be  ftille  of  corsidnesse. 
Not  liche  to  the  apoetles  twelve. 
They  decejrve  other  and  hemnBolve ; 
Bigyled  is  the  gyler  than. 
For  preching  of  a  cursed  man,  5760 

Though  [it]  to  other  may  profyte, 
•  Hlmsilf  availeth  not  a  myto  ; 
For  ofb  good  predicaoioun 
Cometh  of  evel  entencioun. 
To  him  not  vailith  his  preching,  5765 

Al  helpe  he  other  with  his  teching ; 
For  where  they  good  ensanmple  take, 
There  is  he  with  veynglorie  shake. 

*  Bat  lat  OS  leven  these  preohonres, 
And  speke  of  hem  that  in  her  toures  5770 
Hepe  np  her  gold,  and  faste  shette, 
And  sore  theron  her  herte  sette. 
They  neither  love  god,  ne  drede 
They  kepe  more  than  it  is  nede. 
And  in  her  bagges  sore  it  bindo,  5775 

Oat  of  the  sonne,  and  of  the  winde  ; 
They  pntte  np  more  than  nede  ware, 
Whan  they  seen  pore  folk  forfare, 
For  hanger  dye,  and  for  cold  qaake ; 
God  can  wel  vengeaonce  therof  take.  5780 
'fThree  gret  mischeves  hem  assailith, 
And  thus  in  gadring  ay  travaylith  ; 


With  moche  peyne  they  winne  richessc  ; 

Ai^d  drede  hem  holdith  in  distresse, 

To  kepe  that  they  gadre  faste  ;  5785 

With  sorwe  they  levo  it  at  the  laste  ; 

With  sorwe  they  bothe  dye  and  live. 

That  "t^  richesse  her  hertis  yive. 

And  in  defante  of  love  it  is, 

As  it  shewith  ful  wel,  y-wis.  57(>o 

For  if  these  gredy,  the  sothe  to  seyn, 

Loveden,  and  were  loved  ageyn. 

And  good  love  regned  over-allo. 

Such  wikkidnesse  ne  sholdo  fallo ; 

But  he  shulde  yeve  that  most  good  had 

To  hem  that  weren  in  nede  bistad,     5796 

And  live  withoate  fals  nsare. 

For  charitee  ftU  dene  and  pare. 

If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnesse. 

Defending  hem  from  ydelnesse,  5800 

In  al  this  world  than  i>ore  noon 

We  shalde  finde,  I  trowe,  not  oon. 

Bat  chaanged  is  this  world  onstable  ; 

For  love  is  over-al  vendable. 

We  see  that  no  man  loveth  now  5805 

Bat  for  winning  and  for  prow  ; 

And  love  is  thralled  in  servage 

Whan  it  is  sold  for  avaantage  ; 

Yit  wommen  wol  hir  bodies  selle  ;      5809 

Sache  sooles  goth  to  the  devel  of  hellc' 

[Her6  ends  1.  5170  of  the  F.  text.  A 
great  gap  follows.  The  next  line  a»- 
swers  to  1.  lojijcfthe  sanw.] 
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Whan  Love  had  told  hem  his  entente, 

The  baronage  to  oooncel  wente  ; 

In  many  sentences  they  fiUe, 

And  dyversly  they  saide  hir  wille  : 

Bat  aftir  discord  they  accorded,  5815 

And  hir  accord  to  Xx>ve  recorded. 

'  Sir,'  seiden  they,  *  we^  been  at  oon. 

By  even  accord  of  everichoon, 

Oat-take  Bichesse  al-only, 

That  sworen  hath  fol  haateynly,         5820 

That  she  the  castel  fnil  assaile, 

Ne  smyte  a  stroke  in  this  bataile. 

With  dart,  ne  mace,  spere,  ne  knyf, 


For  man  that  speketh  or  bereth  the  lyf, 

And  blameth  yoar  empiyse,  y-wis,      58^5 

And  from  oar  boost  departed  is, 

(At  leeste  wey,  as  in  this  plyte,) 

So  hath  she  this  man  in  dispyte  ; 

For  she  seith  he  ne  loved  hir  never. 

And  therfor  she  wol  hate  him  ever.    5830 

For  he  wol  gadre  no  tresore, 

He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore. 

He  agilte  hir  never  in  other  caas, 

Lo,  here  al  hooUy  his  trespas  ! 

She  seith  wel,  that  this  other  day       5835 

He  asked  hir  leve  to  goon  the  way 
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That  is  depid  To-moche-Yeving, 

And  spak  fill  faire  in  his  praying  ; 

But  whan  he  prayde  hir,  pore  was  he, 

Therfore  she  warned  him  the  entree.  5840 

Ne  yit  is  he  not  thriven  so 

That  he  hath  g^eten  a  peny  or  two, 

That  qnitly  is  his  owne  in  hold. 

Thus  hath  Richesse  ns  alle  told  ; 

And  whan  Richesse  ns  this  recorded,  5845 

Withonten  hir  we  been  accorded. 

*  And  we  finde  in  onr  accordaonce, 
That  False-Semblant  and  Abstinannce, 
With  alle  the  folk  of  hir  bataile, 
Shnlle  at  the  hinder  gate  assayle,       5850 
That  Wikkid-Tiinge  hath  in  keping, 
With  his  Normans,  fnlle  of  jangling. 
And  with  hem  Cortesie  and  Largesse, 
That  shnlle  shewe  hir  hardinesse 
To  the  olde  wyf  that  fkepeth  so  harde 
Fair- Welcoming  within  her  warde.     5856 
Than  shal  Delyte  and  Wel-Helinge 
Fonde  Shame  adoon  to  bringe ; 
With  al  hir  boost,  erly  and  late, 
Thoy  shnlle  assailen  'fiihilke  gate.       5860 
Agaynes  Drede  shal  Hardinesse 
Assayle,  and  also  Sikemesse, 
With  al  the  folk  of  hir  leding. 
That  never  wist  what  was  fleing. 

'  Frannchyse  shal  fighte,  and  eek  Pitee, 
With  Dannger  fnl  of  cmeltee.  5866 

Thns  is  your  boost  ordeyned  wel ; 
Doon  shal  the  castel  every>del, 
If  everiche  do  his  entente. 
So  that  Yenus  be  presente,  5870 

Yonr  moder,  fnl  of  vassalage. 
That  can  y-nongh  of  such  nsage  ; 
Withonten  hir  may  no  wight  spede 
This  werk,  neither  for  word  ne  dede. 
Tlierfore  is  good  ye  for  hir  sende,        5875 
For  thnrgh  hir  may  this  werk  amende.' 

Amour,    'Lordinges,  my   moder,    the 
goddesse, 
That  is  my  lady,  and  my  maistresse, 
Nis  not  [at]  al  at  my  willing, 
No  doth  not  al  my  desyring.  5880 

Yit  can  she  som-tyme  doon  labour, 
Whan  that  hir  lust,  in  my  socour, 
fAl  my  nedes  for  to  acheve, 
But  now  I  thenke  hir  not  to  greve. 
My  moder  is  she,  and  of  childhede     5885 
I  bothe  worshipe  hir,  and  eek  drede  ; 


For  who  that  dredeth  sire  ne  dame 

Shal  it  abye  in  body  or  name. 

And,  natheles,  yit  cnnne  we 

Sende  after  hir,  if  nede  be  ;  5890 

And  were  she  nigh,  she  comen  wolde, 

I  trowe  that  no-thing  might  hir  holde. 

'  My  moder  is  of  greet  prowesse  ; 
She  hath  tan  many  a  forteresse. 
That  cost  hath  many  a  pound  er  this,  5895 
Ther  I  nas  not  present,  y-wis  ; 
And  yit  men  seide  it  was  my  dede  ; 
But  I  come  never  in  that  stede  ; 
Ne  me  ne  lyketh,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Such  ftoures  take  withoute  me.  5900 

For-why  me  thenketh  that,  in  no  wyse, 
It  may  ben  cleped  but  marchandise. 

'  Go  bye  a  courser,  blak  or  whyte. 
And  pay  therfor  ;  than  art  thou  quyte. 
The  marchaunt  oweth  thee  right  nought, 
Ne  thou  him,  whan  thou  [hast]  it  bought. 
I  wol  not  selling  clepe  yeving,  5907 

For  selling  axetJi  no  guerdoning  ; 
Here  lyth  no  thank,  ne  no  meryte. 
That  oon  goth  from  that  other  al  quyte. 
But  this  selling  is  not  semblable  ;       591 1 
For,  whan  his  hors  is  in  the  stable. 
He  may  it  selle  ageyn,  pardee. 
And  winne  on  it,  such  hap  may  be  ; 
Al  may  the  man  not  lese,  y-wis,  5915 

For  at  the  leest  the  skin  is  his. 
Or  elles,  if  it  so  bityde 
That  he  wol  kepe  his  hors  to  zyde, 
Yit  is  he  lord  ay  of  his  hors. 
But  thilke  chafiEieure  is  wel  wors,  5920 

There  Yenus  entremeteth  nought ; 
For  who-so  such  chaffare  hath  bought, 
He  shal  not  worchen  so  wysly. 
That  he  ne  shal  lese  al  outerly 
Bothe  his  money  and  his  chafifare ;     5925 
But  the  seller  of  the  ware 
The  prys  and  profit  have  shaL 
Gerteyn,  the  byer  shal  lese  al ; 
For  he  ne  can  so  dere  it  bye 
To  have  lordship  and  ful  maistrye,     5930 
Ne  have  power  to  make  letting 
Neither  for  yift  ne  for  preching, 
That  of  his  chaffare,  maugre  his, 
Another  shal  have  as  moche,  y-wis. 
If  he  wol  yeve  as  moche  as  he,  5935 

Of  what  oontrey  so  that  he  be  ; 
Or  for  right  nought,  so  happe  may. 
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If  he  can  flater  Mr  to  hir  pay. 
Ben  than  snche  marchannts  wyse  ? 
No,  bnt  fooles  in  every  'wyse,  5940 

Whan  they  bye  sach  thing  wilfully, 
Ther-as  they  lese  her  good  ffnlly. 
Bat  natheles,  this  dar  I  saye, 
My  moder  ia  not  wont  to  paye, 
For  she  ia  neither  so  fool  ne  nyce,       5945 
To  entremete  hir  of  sich  vyce. 
Bat  troste  wel,  he  shal  paye  al, 
That  repente  of  his  barg^yn  shal, 
Whan  Poverte  pat  him  in  distresse, 
Al  were  he  scoler  to  Bichesse,  5950 

That  is  for  me  in  gret  yeming, 
Whan  she  assenteth  to  my  willing. 
*  But,  [by]  my  moder  seint  Venus, 
And  by  hir  foder  Satomus, 
That  hir  engendrid  by  his  lyf,  5955 

But  not  upon  his  wedded  yryf ! 
Tit  wol  I  more  unto  you  swere, 
To  make  this  thing  the  afiurere ; 
Now  by  that  feith,  and  that  fleautee 
f  I  owe  to  aUe  my  brethren  free,         5960 
Of  which  ther  nia  wight  under  heven 
That  can  her  fadres  names  neven, 
So  dyvers  and  so  many  ther  be 
That  with  my  moder  have  be  prlvee  ! 
Yit  wolde  I  swere,  for  sikemesse,       5965 
The  pole  of  heUe  to  my  witnesse, 
Now  drinke  I  not  this  yeer  clarreei 
If  that  I  lyQy  or  forsworn  be  ! 
(For  of  the  goddes  the  usage  is, 
That  who-so  him  forswereth  amis,      5970 
Shal  that  yeer  drinke  no  clarree). 
Now  have  I  sworn  y-nongh,  jxardee  ,* 
If  I  forswere  me,  than  am  I  lorn, 
But  I  wol  never  be  forsworn. 
Sith  Bichesse  hath  me  failed  here,      5975 
She  shal  al^e  that  trespas  fdere, 
At  leeste  wey,  but  [she]  hir  arme 
With  Bwerd,  or  qtarth,  or  gisarme. 
For  certes,  sith  she  loveth  not  me. 
Fro  thilke  tyme  that  she  may  see       5980 
The  castel  and  the  tour  to-shake, 
In  sory  tyme  she  shal  awake. 
If  I  may  grype  a  riche  man, 
I  shal  so  pulle  him,  if  I  can, 
That  he  shal,  in  a  fewe  stoundes,        5985 
Lese  alle  his  markes  and  his  poundes. 
I  shal  him  make  his  pens  outslinge, 
But-{if]  they  in  his  gezner  springe ; 


Our  maydens  shal  eek  plukke  him  so, 
That  him  shal  neden  fetheres  mo,      5990 
And  make  him  selle  his  lond  to  spende. 
But  he  the  bet  cunne  him  defende. 

*  Pore  men  han  maad  hir  lord  of  me  ; 
Although  they  not  so  mighty  be, 
That  they  may  fede  me  in  delsrt,  5995 

I  wol  not  have  hem  in  despyt.  ^ 
No  good  man  hat«th  hem,  as  I  gesse  ; 
For  chinche  and  feloun  is  Bichesse, 
That  so  can  chase  hem  and  dispyse. 
And  hem  defoule  in  sondry  wyse.       6000 
They  loven  ful  bet,  so  god  me  spede. 
Than  doth  the  riche,  chinchy  fgnede, 
And  been,  in  good  feith,  more  stable 
And  trewer,  and  more  serviable  ; 
And  therfore  it  sufiyseth  me  6005 

Hir  goode  herte,  and  hir  fleautee. 
They  han  on  me  set  al  hir  thought, 
And  therfore  I  foi^te  hem  nought. 
I  fwolde  hem  bringe  in  greet  noblesse. 
If  that  I  were  god  of  Bichrase,  6010 

As  I  am  god  of  Love,  sothly, 
Such  routfae  upon  hir  pleynt  have  I. 
Therfore  I  must  his  socour  be. 
That  pejmeth  him  to  serven  me  ; 
For  if  he  deyde  for  love  of  this,  6015 

Than  semeth  in  me  no  love  ther  is.' 

'  Sir,'  seide  they,  *  sooth  is,  every  del, 
That  ye  reherce,  and  we  wot  wel 
Thilk  oth  to  holde  is  resonable  ; 
For  it  is  good  and  covenable,  6020 

That  ye  on  riche  men  han  sworn. 
For,  sir,  this  wot  we  wel  bifom  ; 
If  riche  men  doon  you  homage, 
That  is  as  fooles  doon  outrage  ; 
But  ye  shul  not  forsworen  be,  6035 

Ne  let  therfore  to  drinke  clarree, 
Or  piment  maked  fresh  and  newe. 
Ladyes  shulle  hem  such  pepir  brewe. 
If  that  they  faUe  into  hir  laas, 
That  they  for  wo  mowe  seyn  ^  Alias  ! ' 
Ladyes  shnln  ever  so  curteis  be,  6031 

That  they  shal  quyte  your  oth  al  free. 
Ne  seketh  never  other  vicaire, 
For  they  shal  speke  with  hem  so  faire 
That  ye  shal  holde  you  payed  ful  wel, 
Though  ye  you  medle  never  a  deL      6036 
Lat  ladies  worohe  with  hir  thinges, 
They  shal  hem  telle  so  fele  tydinges. 
And  moeve  hem  eke  so  many  requestia 
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By  flateiy,  that  not  honest  is,  6040 

And  therto  yeve  hem  snch  thankinges, 
What  with  kissing,  and  with  talkinges, 
That  oerteSf  if  they  trowed  be, 
Shal  never  leve  hem  lond  ne  fee 
That  it  nil  as  the  moeble  fare,  6045 

Of  which  they  first  delivered  are. 
Now  may  ye  telle  us  al  your  wille, 
And  we  your  hestes  shal  iulfille. 

'  Bat  Fals-Semblant  dar  not,  for  drede 
Of  yon,  sir,  medle  him  of  this  dede,  6050 
For  he  seith  that  ye  been  his  fo  ; 
Ho  not,  if  ye  wol  worche  him  wo. 
Wherfore  we  pray  yon  alle,  bean-sire, 
That  ye  forgive  him  now  yonr  ire. 
And  that  he  may  dwelle,  as  yonr  man. 
With  Abstinence,  his  dere  lemman  ;  6056 
This  onr  accord  and  our  wil  now.' 

*  Parfay,*  seide  Lovo,  *  I  graunto  it  yow ; 
I  wol  wel  holde  him  for  my  man  ;      6059 
Now  lat  him  come : '  and  he  forth  ran. 
*  Fals-Semblant,'  qnod  Love,  *  in  this  wyse 
I  take  thee  here  to  my  servyse, 
That  thou  onr  freendis  helpo  alway. 
And  f  hindre  hem  neither  night  ne  day. 
But  do  thy  might  hem  to  releve,        6065 
And  eek  our  enemies  that  thou  greve. 
Thyn  be  this  might,  I  graunt  it  thee, 
My  king  of  harlotes  shalt  thou  bo  ; 
We  wol  that  thou  have  such  honour. 
Certeyn,  thou  art  a  fals  traitour,        6070 
And  eek  a  theef ;  sith  thou  were  bom, 
A  thousand  tyme  thou  art  forsworn. 
But,  natheles,  in  our  hering. 
To  putto  our  folk  out  of  douting, 
I  bid  thee  teche  hem,  wostow  how  ?  6075 
By  somme  general  signe  now. 
In  what  place  thou  shalt  founden  bo, 
If  that  men  had  mister  of  thee  ; 
And  how  men  shal  thee  best  espye, 
For  thee  to  knowe  is  greet  maistxyo  ;  6080 
Tel  in  what  place  is  thyn  haunting.' 

F.  8em.  *8ir,  I  have  fele  dyvers  woning, 
That  I  kepe  not  rehersed  be, 
So  that  ye  wolde  respyten  me. 
For  if  that  I  telle  you  the  sothe,        60S5 
I  may  have  harm  and  shame  bothe. 
If  that  my  felowes  wisten  it, 
My  tales  shulden  me  be  quit ; 
For  oeTteyn,  they  wolde  hate  me, 
If  ever  I  knewe  hir  cmelte ;  6090 


For  they  wolde  over-al  holde  hem  stille 

Of  trouthe  that  is  ageyn  hir  wille ; 

Suche  tales  kepen  they  not  here. 

I  might  efteone  l^e  it  ful  dere, 

If  I  seide  of  hem  any  thing,  6095 

That  ought  displeseth  to  hir  hering. 

For  whatword  that  hem  prikke  orb3rteth. 

In  that  word  noon  of  hem  delyteth, 

Al  were  it  goBx>el,  the  evangyle, 

That  wolde  reprove  hem  of  hir  gyle,  6ion 

For  they  are  cruel  and  hauteyn. 

And  this  thing  wot  I  wel,  certeyn, 

If  I  speke  ought  to  peire  hir  loos. 

Your  court  shal  not  so  wel  be  cloos, 

That  they  ne  shal  wite  it  atte  last.    6105 

Of  good  men  am  I  nought  agast. 

For  they  wol  taken  on  hem  no-thing, 

Whan  that  they  knowe  al  my  mening : 

But  he  that  wol  it  on  him  take. 

He  wol  himself  suspecious  make,        61 10 

That  he  his  lyf  let  covertly. 

In  Gyle  and  in  Ipocrisy, 

That  me  engendred  and  yaf  fostring.' 

^  They  made  a  ful  good  engendring,' 
Quod  Love,  *  for  who-so  soothly  telle,  61 15 
They  engendred  the  devel  of  helle ! 

'  But  nedely,  how-so-ever  it  be,' 
Quod  Love,  *  I  wol  and  charge  thee, 
To  telle  anoon  thy  woning-places, 
Hering  ech  wight  that  in  this  place  is ; 
And  what  lyf  that  thou  livost  also,     61 21 
Hyde  it  no  lenger  now ;  wherto  ? 
Thou  most  discover  al  thy  wurching. 
How  thou  servest,  and  of  what  thing. 
Though  that  thou  shnldest  for  thy  soth- 
sawe  6125 

Ben  al  to-beten  and  to-drawe ; 
And  yit  art  thou  not  wont,  pardee. 
But  natheles,  though  thou  beten  be, 
Thou  shalt  not  be  the  first,  that  so 
Hath  for  soth-sawe  suffred  wo.'  6130 

F.  Sent.  *Sir,  sith  that  it  may  lyken 
you, 
Though  that  I  shulde  be  slayn  right  now, 
I  shal  don  your  comaundemeni, 
For  therto  have  I  gret  talent.'  6134 

Withouten  wordes  mo,  right  than, 
FaU-Semblant  his  sermon  bigan. 
And  seide  hem  thus  in  audience  : — 
*  Barouns,  tak  hede  of  my  sentence ! 
That  wight  that  list  to  have  knowing 
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Of  Fols-Semblant,  ful  of  fiateriiig,      6140 
He  mnst  in  worldly  folk  him  seke. 
And,  certes,  in  the  oloistres  eke  ; 
I  vone  no-where  but  in  hem  tweye ; 
Bat  not  lyk  even,  sooth  to  seye  ; 
Shortly,  I  wol  herberwe  me  6145 

There  I  hope  best  to  hnlstred  be ; 
And  certeynly,  sikerest  hyding 
Is  andemeth  humblest  clothing. 

'  Beligious  folk  ben  ful  covert ; 
Seculer  folk  ben  more  appert.  6150 

But  natheles,  I  wol  not  blame 
Beligious  folk,  ne  hem  diffame, 
In  what  habit  that  ever  they  go  : 
Beligioun  humble,  and  trewe  also, 
Wol  I  not  blame,  ne  dispyse,  6155 

But  I  nil  love  it,  in  no  yuryse. 
1  mene  of  fals  religious, 
That  stoute  ben,  and  nudicious ; 
That  volen  in  an  abit  go. 
And  setten  not  hir  herte  therto.         6160 

*  Beligious  folk  ben  al  pitous  ; 
Thou  shalt  not  seen  oon  dispitous. 
They  loven  no  piyde,  ne  no  stryf. 
But  humbly  they  wol  lede  hir  lyf ; 
With  f  swich  folk  wol  I  never  be.       6165 
And  if  I  dwelle,  I  feyne  me 
I  may  wel  in  her  abit  go ; 
But  me  were  lever  my  nekke  atwo. 
Than  flete  a  purpose  that  I  take, 
"What  oovenaunt  that  ever  I  make.    6170 
I  dwelle  with  hem  that  proude  be, 
And  fulle  of  wyles  and  subtelte ; 
Thai  worship  of  this  world  ooveyten. 
And  grete  f  nedes  cunne  espleyten ;    6174 
And  goon  and  gadren  greet  pitaunces, 
And  purchace  hem  the  acqueyntaunces 
Of  men  that  mighty  lyf  may  leden ; 
And  feyne  hem  pore,  and  hem-self  feden 
With  gode  morcels  delicious, 
And  drinken  good  wyn  precious,        6180 
And  preche  us  povert  and  distresse. 
And  fisshen  hem-self  greet  richesse 
With  wyly  nettis  that  they  caste  : 
It  wol  come  foul  out  at  the  laste. 
They  ben  fro  dene  religioun  went ;    6185 
They  make  the  world  an  argument 
That  hath  a  foul  oondusioun. 
"  I  have  a  robe  of  religioun. 
Than  am  I  al  religious  : " 
This  argument  is  al  roignons }  6190 


It  is  not  worth  a  croked  brere  ; 
Habit  ne  nutketh  -fmonk  ne  frere. 
But  dene  lyf  and  devodoun 
Maketh  gode  men  of  religioun. 
Nathelesse,  ther  can  noon  answere,    6195 
How  high  that  ever  his  heed  he  shere 
With  rasour  whetted  never  so  kene, 
That  Gyle  in  braunches  cut  thrittene ; 
Ther  can  no  wight  distincte  it  so. 
That  he  dar  sey  a  word  therto.  6200 

^  But  what  herberwe  that  ever  I  take, 
Or  what  semblant  that  ever  I  make, 
I  mene  but  gyle,  and  folowe  that ; 
For  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  our  cat 
[f  Fro  myce  and  rattes  went  his  wyle], 
Ke  entende  I  [not]  but  to  f  begyle ;     6206 
Ne  no  wight  may,  by  my  dothing, 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dwelling , 
Ne  by  my  wordis  yet,  pardee, 
So  softe  and  so  plesaunt  they  be.         6210 
Bihold  the  dedes  that  I  do ; 
But  thou  be  blind,  thou  oughtest  so  ; 
For,  varie  hir  wordis  fro  hir  dede. 
They  thenke  on  gyle,  without{en]  drede, 
What  maner  clothing  that  they  were, 
Or  what  estat  that  ever  they  here,      6:;  16 
Lered  or  lewd,  lord  or  lady, 
Knight,  squier,  burgeis,  or  bayly.' 

Bight  thus  whyl  Fals-Semblant    ser- 
moneth, 
Eflsones  Love  him  aresoneth,  6220 

And  brak  his  tale  in  the  speking 
As  though  he  had  him  told  lesing ; 
And  seide  :  *  What,  devel,  is  that  I  here  ? 
What  folk  hast  thou  us  nempned  here  ? 
May  men  finde  religioun  6225 

In  worldly  habitacioun  ? ' 

F.  Sem,  *  Ye,  sir ;  it  foloweth  not  that 
they 
Shulde  lede  a  wikked  lyf,  parfey, 
Ne  not  therfore  her  soules  lose, 
That  hem  to  worldly  clothes  chese ;   6250 
For,  certes,  it  were  gret  pitee. 
Men  may  in  seculer  dothes  see 
Florisshen  holy  religioun. 
Ful  many  a  seynt  in  fedd  and  toun. 
With  many  a  virgin  glorious,  6235 

Devout,  and  ful  religious, 
Had  deyed,  that  foomun  dothe  ay  beren, 
Tit  seyntes  never-the-les  they  weren 
I  coude  reken  you  many  a  ten  ; 
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Ye,  wel  nigh  alio  these  holy  wLmmen, 
That  men  in  chirches  herie  and  seke,  6241 
Bothe  maydens,  and  these  wyves  eke, 
That  baren  fmany  a  fair  child  here, 
Wered  alwey  clothis  secnlere, 
And  in  the  same  dyden  they,  6245 

That  seyntes  weren,  and  been  alwey. 
The  eleven  thousand  maydens  dere. 
That  beren  in  heven  hlr  cierges  dere, 
Of  which  men  rede  in  chirohe,  and  singe, 
Were  take  in  secoler  clothing,  6250 

Whan  they  resscyved  martirdom. 
And  wonnen  heven  unto  her  hoom. 
Good  herte  maketh  the  gode  thought ; 
The  clothing  yeveth  ne  reveth  nought. 
The  gode  thought  and  the  worching,  6255 
That  maketh  f  religioun  flowring, 
Ther  lyth  the  good  religioun 
After  the  right  entencioua. 

'  Who-so  toko  a  wethers  skin, 
And  wrapped  a  gredy  wolf  therin,       6260 
For  he  shulde  go  with  lambes  whjrte, 
Wenest  thou  not  he  wolde  hem  byte  ? 
Yis  !  never-the-las,  as  he  were  wood. 
He  wolde  hem  wery,  and    drinke    the 

blood ; 
And  wel  the  rather  hem  discejrve,      6265 
For,  sith  they  ooude  not  peroeyve 
His  treget  and  his  crueltee, 
They  wolde  him  folowe,  al  wolde  he  flee. 

'  If  ther  be  wolves  of  sich  hewe 
Amongea  these  ap(»tlis  newe,  6270 

Thou,  holy  chirche,  thou  mayst  be  wayled! 
Sith  that  thy  citee  is  assayled 
Thourgh  knightes  of  thyn  owne  table, 
God  wot  thy  lordship  is  doutable ! 
If  they  enforce  [hem]  it  to  winne,        627$ 
That  shulde  defende  it  fro  withinne. 
Who  might  defence  ayens  hem  make  ? 
Without{en]  stroke  it  mot  be  take 
Of  trepeget  or  mangonel ; 
Without  displaying  of  pensel.  6280 

And  if  god  nil  don  it  socour, 
But  lat  [hem]  renne  in  this  colour. 
Thou  moost  thyn  heestes  laten  be. 
Than  is  ther  nought,  but  yelde  thee, 
Or  yeve  hem  tribute,  doutelees,  6285 

And  holde  it  of  hem  to  have  pees  : 
But  gretter  harm  bityde  thee. 
That  they  al  maister  of  it  be. 
Wel  conne  they  soome  thee  withal ; 


By  day  stufiTen  they  the  wal,  6290 

And  al  the  night  they  mynen  there. 
Nay,  thou  f  most  planten  elleswhere 
Thyn  impes,  if  thou  wolt  fruyt  have ; 
Abyd  not  there  thy-self  to  save. 

'  But  now  pees  !  here  I  tume  a^eyn  ; 
I  wol  no  more  of  this  thing  fseyn,      6296 
If  I  may  passen  me  herby  ; 
I  mighte  maken  you  wery. 
But  I  wol  heten  you  alway 
To  helpe  your  freendes  what  I  may,    6300 
So  they  wollen  my  company  ; 
For  they  bo  shent  al-outerly 
But-if  so  falle,  that  I  be 
Oft  with  hem,  and  they  with  me. 
And  eek  my  lemman  mot  they  serve,  630$ 
Or  they  shul  not  my  love  deserve. 
Forsothe,  I  am  a  fals  traitour  ; 
Ood  jugged  me  for  a  theef  trichour ; 
Forsworn  I  am,  but  wel  nygh  non 
Wot  of  my  gyle,  til  it  be  don,  6310 

*  Thourgh  me    hath   many  oon    deth 
resseyved. 
That  my  treget  never  aperceyved ; 
And  yit  resseyveth,  and  shal  resseyve, 
That  my  falsnesse  fnever  aperoeyve  : 
But  who-so  doth,  if  he  wys  be,  6315 

Him  is  right  good  be  war  of  me. 
But  so  sligh  is  the  [fdeceyving 
That  to  hard  is  the]  aperceyving. 
For  Protheus,  that  coude  him  chaunge 
In  every  shap,  hoomly  and  straunge,  6320 
Coude  never  sich  gyle  ne  tresoun 
As  I ;  for  I  com  never  in  toun 
Ther-as  I  mighte  knowen  be. 
Though  men  me  bothe  might  here  and  see. 
Ful  wel  I  can  my  clothes  chaunge,     6325 
Tctke  oon,  and  make  another  straunge. 
Now  am  I  knight,  now  chasteleyn ; 
Now  prelat,  and  now  chapeleyn  ; 
Now  prest,  now  clerk,  and  now  forstere ; 
Now  am  I  maister,  now  scolere  ;  6350 

Now  monk,  now  chanoun,  now  baily ; 
What-ever  mister  man  am  L 
Now  am  I  prince,  now  am  I  page. 
And  can  by  herte  every  langage. 
Som-tyme  am  I  hoor  and  old ;  6335 

Now  am  I  yong,  [and]  stout,  and  bold ; 
Now  am  I  Bobert,  now  Bobyn ; 
Now  frere  Menour,  now  lacobyn ; 
And  with  me  folweth  my  loteby, 
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To  don  me  solas  and  company,  6340 

That  hight  dame  f  Abstinenoe-Streyned, 

In  many  a  qneynt  array  [y>feyned. 

Bight  as  it  comoth  to  hir  lyking, 

I  fnlfille  al  hir  desiring. 

Somtyme  a  wommans  cloth  take  I ;    6345 

Now  am  I  mayde,  now  lady. 

Somtyme  I  am  religious  ; 

Now  lyk  an  anker  in  an  hons. 

Somtjrme  am  I  prioresse, 

And  now  a  nonne,  and  now  abbesse  ;  6350 

And  go  thnrgh  alle  regionns, 

Seking  alle  religionns. 

Bnt  to  what  ordre  that  I  am  sworn, 

I  take  the  strawe,  and  flet-e  the  com  ; 

To  fblynde  folk  [ther]  I  enhabite,       6355 

I  axe  no-more  bat  hir  abite. 

What  wol  ye  more  ?  in  every  wyse, 

Right  as  me  list,  I  me  disgyse. 

Wei  can  I  here  me  nnder  weed  ; 

Unlyk  is  my  word  to  my  deed.  6360 

Thus  make  I  in  my  trappes  falle, 

Thnrgh  my  pryvileges,  alle 

That  ben  in  Cristendom  alyve. 

I  may  assoile,  and  I  may  shiyve, 

That  no  prelat  may  lette  me,  6365 

Al  folk,  wher-ever  they  fonnde  be  : 

I  noot  no  prelat  may  don  so, 

Bat  it  the  pope  be,  and  no  mo. 

That  made  thilk  establisshing. 

Now  is  not  this  a  propre  thing  ?  6370 

Bnt,  were  my  sleightes  aperceyyed, 

[f  Ne  shnlde  I  more  been  receyved] 

As  I  was  wont ;  and  wostow  why  ? 

For  I  dide  hem  a  tregetry ; 

But  therof  yeve  I  litel  tale,  6375 

I  have  the  silver  and  the  male ; 

So  have  I  preched  and  eek  shriven, 

So  have  I  take,  so  have  fme  jriven, 

Thnrgh  hir  foly,  hosbond  and  wjrf. 

That  I  lede  right  a  joly  lyf,  6380 

Thnrgh  simplesse  of  the  prelaoye  ; 

They  know  not  al  my  tregetrye. 

*  Bat  for  as  moche  as  man  and  wyf 
Shnld  shewe  hir  paroche-prest  hir  lyf 
Ones  a  yeer,  as  seith  the  book«  6385 

£r  any  wight  his  honsel  took, 
Than  have  I  pryvileges  large, . 
That  may  of  moche  thing  discharge ; 
For  he  may  seye  right  thus,  pardee  :^> 
''  Sir  Freest,  in  shrift  I  telle  it  thee,  ^90 


That  he,  to  whom  that  I  am  shriven. 

Hath  me  assoiled,  and  me  yiven 

Penannce  soothly,  for  my  sinne, 

Which  that  I  fond  me  gilty  inne ; 

Ne  I  ne  have  never  entencionn  6395 

To  make  double  confessioon, 

Ne  reherce  eft  my  shrift  to  thee  ; 

0  shrift  is  right  y-noogh  to  me. 
This  ooghte  thee  snf^ce  wel, 

Ne  be  not  rebel  never-a<lel ;  64(10 

For  certes,  thongh  thoa  haddest  it  sworn, 

1  wot  no  prest  ne  prelat  bom 

That  may  to  shrift  eft  me  constreyne. 

And  if  they  don,  I  wol  me  pleyne  ; 

For  I  wot  where  to  pleyne  weL  6405 

Thou  shalt  not  streyne  me  a  del, 

Ne  enforce  me,  ne  fyit  me  tronble, 

To  make  my  confessioon  doable. 

Ne  I  have  none  afifeccloon 

To  have  doable  abeolncioan.  6410 

The  firste  is  right  y-noogh  to  me  , 

This  latter  assoiling  qnyte  I  thee. 

I  am  unbonnde  ;  what  mayst  thou  finde 

More  of  my  sinnes  mo  to  anbinde  ? 

For  he,  that  might  hath  in  his  bond,  6415 

Of  alle  my  sinnes  me  anbond. 

And  if  thou  wolt  me  thns  constreyne, 

That  me  mot  nedis  on  thee  pleyne, 

There  shal  no  jugge  imperial, 

Ne  bisshop,  ne  official,  6420 

Don  jugement  on  me ;  for  I 

Shal  gon  and  pl^nie  me  openly 

Unto  my  shrift-fader  newe, 

(That  hight  not  Frere  Wolf  untrewe  I) 

And  he  shal  fchevise  him  for  me,       6415 

For  I  trowe  he  can  hampre  thee. 

Bat,  lord !  he  wolde  be  wrooth  withalle, 

If  men  him  wolde  Frere  Wolf  callo  ! 

For  he  wolde  have  no  pacience, 

But  don  al  crnel  vengeaonce  !  6430 

He  wolde  his  might  don  at  the  leest, 

[Ne]  no-thing  spare  for  goddes  heest. 

And,  god  BO  wis  be  my  socour. 

But  thou  yevo  me  my  Saviour 

At  Ester,  whan  it  lyketh  me,  6435 

Withoute  presing  more  on  thee, 

I  wol  forth,  and  to  him  goon, 

And  he  shal  housel  me  anoon, 

For  I  am  out  of  thy  grucching  ; 

I  kepe  not  dele  with  thee  no-thing."  6440 

Thus  may  he  shryve  him,  that  forsaketh 
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HU  paroche-prest,  and  to  me  taketh. 

And  if  the  prest  wol  him  refuse, 

I  am  fnl  redy  him  to  accuse, 

And  him  punisshe  and  hampre  so,      6445 

That  he  his  ohirche  shal  forgo. 

'  Bat  who-so  hath  in  his  fellng 
The  consequence  of  such  shryving, 
Shal  seen  that  prest  may  never  have  might 
To  kuowe  the  conscience  aright  6450 

Of  him  that  is  under  his  cure. 
And  this  ageyns  holy  scripture, 
That  hiddeth  every  herde  honeste 
Have  verry  knowing  of  his  beste. 
But  pore  folk  that  goon  by  strete,       6455 
That  have  no  gold,  ne  sommes  grete, 
Hem  wolde  I  lete  to  hir  prelates, 
Or  lete  hir  prestos  knowe  hir  states, 
For  to  me  right  nought  yeve  they.* 

Amour.  '  And  why  f  is  it  ? ' 

F.  Sem.  '  For  they  ne  may.    6460 

They  ben  so  bare,  I  take  no  keep  ; 
But  I  wol  have  the  fatte  sheep  ; — 
Lat  parish  prestes  have  the  lene, 
I  yeve  not  of  hir  harm  a  bene  ! 
And  if  that  prelats  gruochen  it,  6465 

That  oughten  fwroth  be  in  hir  wit. 
To  lese  her  fatte  bestes  so, 
I  shal  yeve  hem  a  stroke  or  two, 
That  they  shal  losen  with  [the]  force. 
Ye,  bothe  hir  msrtre  and  hir  croce.     6470 
Thus  jape  I  hem,  and  have  do  longe. 
My  priveleges  been  so  stronge.' 

Fals-Semblant  wolde  have  stinted  here, 
But  Love  ne  made  him  no  such  chere 
That  he  was  wery  of  his  sawe  ;  6475 

But  for  to  make  him  glad  and  fawe, 
He  seide  : — '  Tel  on  more  specialy, 
How  that  thou  servest  untrewly. 
Tel  forth,  and  shame  thee  never  a  del ; 
For  as  thyn  abit  she  with  wel,  6480 

Thou  fsemest  an  holy  heremyte.' 

F.  Sem.  *  Soth  is,  but  I  am  an  ypocryte.' 

Amour,  ^  Thou  gost  and  prochest  pover- 
toe?' 

F   Sem.    'Ye,   sir;    but  richesse  hath 
poustee.' 

Amour,     *  Thou    prechest     abstinence 
also  ? '  6485 

F.  Sem.  *  Sir,  I  wol  filleii,  so  mote  I  go. 
My  pannche  of  godo  mete  and  wjTie, 
As  shulde  a  maister  of  divyne ; 


For  how  that  I  mo  pover  feyne, 

Yit  alio  pore  folk  I  disdeyne.  6490 

^  I  love  fbet  the  acqueyntaunce 
Ten  tymes,  of  the  king  of  Fraunce, 
Than  of  fpore  man  of  mylde  mode, 
Though  that  his  soule  be  also  gode. 
For  whan  I  seo  beggors  quaking,        6495 
Naked  on  mixons  al  stinking, 
For  hungre  ciye,  and  eek  for  care, 
I  entremete  not  of  hir  fare. 
They  been  so  pore,  and  fill  of  pyne. 
They  might  not  ones  yeve  me  fdyne,  6500 
For  they  have  no-thing  but  hir  lyf ; 
What  shulde  he  yeve  that  likketh  his 

knyf? 
It  is  but  foly  to  entremete. 
To  soke  in  houndes  nest  fat  mete. 
Let  here  hem  to  the  spitel  anoon,        6505 
But,  for  me,  comfort  gete  they  noon. 
But  a  riche  sike  usurere 
Wolde  I  viflyte  and  drawe  nere ; 
Him  wol  I  comforte  and  rehete. 
For  I  hope  of  his  gold  to  gete.  6510 

And  if  that  wikked  deth  him  have, 
I  wol  go  with  him  to  his  grava 
And  if  ther  any  reprove  me, 
Why  that  I  lete  the  pore  be, 
Wostow  how  I  fmot  ascape  ?  6515 

I  sey,  and  swer6  him  ful  rape. 
That  riche  men  han  more  tecches 
Of  sinne,  than  han  pore  wrecches, 
And  han  of  oounseil  more  mister ; 
And  therfore  I  wol  drawe  hem  ner.    6530 
But  as  gret  hurt,  it  may  so  be, 
Hath  fsoul  in  right  gret  poverte, 
As  soul  in  gret  richesse,  forsothe, 
Al-be-it  that  they  hurten  bothe. 
For  richesse  and  mendicitees  6535 

Ben  doped  two  extremitees ; 
The  mene  is  deped  suffisannce, 
Ther  lyth  of  vertu  the  aboundaunce. 
For  Salamon,  ful  wel  I  woot. 
In  his  Parables  us  wroot,  6530 

As  it  is  knowe  of  many  a  wight. 
In  his  f  thrittethe  chapitre  right : 
*'  God,  thou  me  kepe,  for  thy  poustee, 
Fro  richesse  and  mendicitee  ; 
For  if  a  riche  man  him  dresse  6555 

To  thenke  to  moche  on  [his]  richesse, 
His  horte  on  that  so  fer  is  set. 
That  he  his  creatour  foryet ; 
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And  him,  that  fbegging  wol  ay  greve, 
How  Bhnlde  I  by  his  word  him  leve  ?  6540 
Unnethe  that  he  nis  a  micher, 
Fonswom,  or  elles  fgod  is  Iyer." 
Thus  Beith  Sa]aiiion[e8]  sawes ; 
Ne  we  findo  writen  in  no  lawes, 
And  namely  in  our  Cristen  lay —        6545 
(Who  seith  '  ye,'  I  dar  sey  '  nay ') — 
That  Crist,  ne  his  apostles  dere, 
Whyl  that  they  walkede  in  erthe  here, 
Were  never  seen  her  bred  begging, 
For  th^  nolde  beggen  for  no-thing.    6550 
And  right  thns  were  men  wont  to  teche  ; 
And  in  this  wyse  wolde  it  preohe 
The  maistres  of  divinitee 
Somtyme  in  Paris  the  citee. 

*  And  if  men  wolde  ther-gejm  appose 
The  naked  text,  and  lete  the  glose,      6556 
It  mighte  sone  assoiled  be  ; 
For  men  may  wel  the  sothe  see. 
That,  parde,  they  mighte  axe  a  thing 
Fleynly  forth,  withont  begging.  6560 

For  they  weren  goddes  herdes  dere, 
And  cure  of  sonles  hadden  hero, 
They  nolde  no-thing  begge  hir  fode  ; 
For  after  Crist  was  don  on  rode, 
With  f  hir  propre  hondes  they  wrought. 
And  with  travel,  and  elles  nought,     6566 
Tliey  wonnen  all  hir  snstenannce, 
And  liveden  forth  in  hir  penatmce. 
And  the  remenannt  fyeve  awey 
To  other  pore  i  folk  alwey.  6570 

They  neither  bilden  tonr  ne  halle. 
But  f  leye  in  houses  smale  withalle. 
A  mighty  man,  that  can  and  may, 
8hulde  with  his  honde  and  body  alway 
Winne  him  his  food  in  laboring,         6575 
If  he  ne  have  rent  or  sich  a  thing. 
Although  he  be  religious. 
And  god  to  serven  curious. 
Thns  mote  he  don,  or  do  trespas, 
But-if  it  be  in  certeyn  cas,  6580 

That  I  can  reherce,  if  mister  be, 
Bight  wel,  whan  the  tyme  I  see. 

'  Seke  the  book  of  Seynt  Austin, 
Be  it  in  paper  or  perchemin,  6584 

Thera-as  he  writ  of  these  worchinges, 
Thou  slialt  seen  that  non  excusinges 
A  parfit  man  ne  shnlde  seke 
By  wordes,  ne  by  dedes  eke, 
Although  he  be  religious, 


6590 


And  god  to  serven  curious, 

That  he  ne  shal,  so  mote  I  go. 

With  propre  hondes  and  body  also, 

Gete  his  food  in  laboring, 

If  he  ne  have  propretee  of  thing. 

Yit  shulde  he  selle  al  his  substaunce,  6595 

And  with  his  swink  have  sustenannoe^ 

If  he  be  parfit  in  bonntee. 

Thus  han  tho  bookes  tolde  me  : 

For  he  that  wol  gon  ydilly, 

And  useth  it  ay  besily  6600 

To  haunten  other  mennes  table. 

He  is  a  trechour,  fnl  of  fable  ; 

Ke  he  ne  may,  by  gode  resoun, 

Excuse  him  by  his  orisoun. 

For  men  bihoveth,  in  som  gyse,  6605 

fSom-tyme  leven  goddes  servyso 

To  gon  and  purchasen  her  nede. 

Men  mote  eten,  that  is  no  drede. 

And  slepe,  and  eek  do  other  thing  ; 

So  longe  may  they  leve  praying.         6610 

So  may  they  eek  hir  prayer  blinne, 

While  that  they  werke,  hir  mete  to  winne. 

Seynt  Austin  wol  therto  accordc, 

In  thilke  book  that  I  recorde. 

Justinian  eek,  that  made  lawes,  6615 

Hath  thus  forboden,  by  olde  dawes, 

"  No  man,  up  peyne  to  be  deed. 

Mighty  of  body,  to  begge  his  breed, 

If  he  may  swinke,  it  for  to  geto  ; 

Men  shulde  him  rather  mayme  or  bete. 

Or  doon  of  him  apert  justice,  66a  i 

Than  suffiren  him  in  such  malice." 

They  don  not  wel,  so  mote  I  go, 

That  taken  such  almesse  so. 

But  if  they  have  som  privelege,  6625 

That  of  the  peyne  hem  wol  allege. 

But  how  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 

But-if  the  prince  disseyved  be ; 

Ne  I  ne  wene  not,  sikcrly, 

That  they  may  have  it  rightfully.        6650 

But  I  wol  not  determyno 

Of  princes  power,  ne  defyne, 

Ne  by  my  word  comprende,  y-wis, 

If  it  BO  fer  may  strecche  in  this. 

I  wol  not  entremete  a  del ;  6635 

But  I  trowe  that  the  book  seith  wel. 

Who  that  taketh  almesses,  that  bo 

Dewo  to  folk  that  men  may  see 

Lame,  feble,  wery,  and  bare. 

Fore,  or  in  such  manor  care,  6640 


D    2 


68 


ZH  (S^emmnt  of  i^i  (£lo0e« 


[Fbaombht  C. 


fThat  oonne  winne  hem  nevermo, 

For  they  have  no  poorer  therto), 

He  eteth  his  owne  dampning, 

Bnt-if  he  lye,  that  made  al  thing. 

And  if  ye  snch  a  tmaunt  finde,  6645 

Chastise  him  'wel,  if  ye  be  kinde. 

Bat  they  wolde  hate  you,  percas, 

And,  if  ye  Alien  in  hir  laas, 

They  wolde  eftsones  do  yon  scathe, 

If  that  they  mighte,  late  or  rathe  ;     6650 

For  they  be  not  fnl  pacient, 

That  han  the  world  thus  foule  blent. 

And  witeth  wel,  [wher]  that  god  bad 

The  good  man  selle  al  that  he  had, 

And  folowe  him,  and  to  pore  it  3dve,  6655 

He  wolde  not  therfore  that  he  live 

To  serven  him  in  mendience, 

For  it  was  never  his  sentence  ; 

But  he  bad  wirken  whan  that  nede  is, 

And  folwe  him  in  goode  dedea.  6660 

Seynt  Poule,  that  loved  al  holy  chirche, 

He  bade  th'apostles  for  to  wirche, 

And  winnen  hir  lyflode  in  that  W3rse, 

And  hem  defended  tmaxindyse,  6664 

And  seide,  "  Wirketh  with  your  honden ;  " 

Thus  shulde  the  thing  be  understonden. 

He  nolde,  y-wis,  f  bidde  hem  begging, 

Ke  sellen  gospel,  ne  preching. 

Lest  they  berafbe,  with  hir  asking, 

Folk  of  hir  catel  or  of  hir  thing.  6670 

For  in  this  world  is  many  a  man 

That  yeveth  his  good,  for  he  ne  can 

Weme  it  for  shame,  or  elles  he 

Wolde  of  the  asker  delivered  be ; 

And,  for  he  him  enoombreth  so,  6675 

He  yeveth  him  good  to  late  him  go  : 

But  it  can  him  no-thing  profyte, 

They  lese  the  yift  and  the  meryte. 

The  goode  folk,  that  Foule  to  preched, 

Frofred  him  ofbe,  whan  he  hem  teched, 

'Som  of  hir  good  in  charite  ;  6681 

But  therof  right  no-thing  took  he  ; 

But  of  his  hondwerk  wolde  he  gete 

Clothes  to  wryen  him,  and  his  mete.' 

Amour.  '  Tel  me  than  how  a  man  may 
liven,  6685 

That  al  his  good  to  pore  hath  yiven. 
And  wol  but  only  bidde  his  bedes, 
And  iiever  with  f  bond  laboure  his  nedes: 
May  he  do  so  ?  * 

JR  Sem,  *  Ye,  8ir.» 


A  mour.  *  And  how  ?  * 

F.  Sem,  '  Sir,  I  wol  gladly  telle  yow  :— 
Seynt  Austin  seith,  a  man  may  be      6691 
In  houses  that  han  propretee, 
As  templers  and  hospitelers. 
And  as  these  chanouns  regulers, 
Or  whyte  monkes,  or  these  blake-^    6695 
(I  wole  no  mo  ensamples  make) — 
And  take  therof  his  sustening, 
For  therinne  lyth  no  begging  ; 
But  other-weyes  not,  y-wis, 
fYif  Austin  gabbeth  not  of  this.         6700 
And  yit  f\il  many  a  monk  laboureth. 
That  god  in  holy  chirche  honoureth  ; 
For  whui  hir  swinking  is  agoon, 
They  rede  and  singe  in  chirche  anoon. 

*  And  for  ther  hath  ben  greet  discord, 
As  many  a  wight  may  here  record,     671)6 
Upon  the  estate  of  f  mendience, 

I  wol  shortly,  in  your  presence, 
Telle  how  a  man  may  begge  at  nede, 
That  hath  not  wherwith  him  to  fede,  6710 
Haugre  his  felones  jangelinges, 
For  sothfastnesse  wol  non  hidinges  ; 
And  3rit,  percas,  I  may  abeye 
That  I  to  yow  sothly  thuB  seye. 

*■  Lo,  here  the  caas  especial :  6715 

If  a  man  be  so  bestial 
That  he  of  no  craft  hath  science, 
And  nought  desjnreth  ignorence, 
Than  may  he  go  a-begging  yeme, 
Til  he  som  maner  craft  can  leme,       6720 
Thurgh  which,  without[e]  truaunding, 
He  may  in  trouthe  have  his  living. 
Or  if  he  may  don  no  labour, 
For  elde,  or  syknesse,  or  langour, 
Or  for  his  tendre  age  also,  6725 

Than  may  he  yit  a-begging  go. 

*  Or  if  he  have,  peraventure, 
Thurgh  usage  of  his  noriture, 
lived  over  deliciously, 

Than  oughten  good  folk  comunly        6750 

Han  of  his  mischeef  som  pitee, 

And  suffren  him  also,  that  he 

May  gon  aboute  and  begge  his  breed, 

That  he  be  not  for  hungur  deed. 

Or  if  he  have  of  craft  cunning,  6735 

And  strengthe  also,  and  desiring 

To  wirken,  as  he  hadde  what. 

But  he  flnde  neither  this  ne  that, 

Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 
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Have  geten  his  necessitee.  6740 

*  Or  if  his  winning  be  so  lyte, 
That  his  labour  wol  not  acquyte 
Snffloiantly  al  his  living, 

Yit  may  he  go  his  breed  begging ; 

Fro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  trace,       6745 

Til  he  the  remenannt  may  pnrohace. 

Or  if  a  man  wolde  undertake 

Any  empiyse  for  to  make, 

In  the  resooos  of  oxur  lay, 

And  it  defenden  fis  he  may,  6750 

Be  it  with  armes  or  lettmre, 

Or  other  oovenable  core, 

If  it  be  80  he  pore  be, 

Than  may  he  begg^,  til  that  he 

May  finde  in  tronthe  for  to  swinke,    6755 

And  gete  him  clothefs],  mete,  and  drinke. 

Swinke  he  with  hondes  oorporel, 

And  not  with  hondes  espiritoeL 

*  In  al  thi8[e]  caas,  and  in  semblables. 
If  that  ther  ben  mo  resonables,  6760 
He  may  begge,  as  I  telle  yon  here, 

And  elles  nonght,  in  no  manere  ; 

As  William  Seynt  Amour  wolde  preche, 

And  ofte  wolde  dispute  and  teche 

Of  this  matere  aUe  openly  6765 

At  Paris  fnl  solemp[ne]ly. 

And  al-so  god  my  soule  blesse. 

As  he  had,  in  this  stedfastnesse. 

The  aooord  of  the  universitee. 

And  of  the  puple,  as  semeth  me.         6770 

*  No  good  man  oughte  it  to  refuse, 
Ne  oughte  him  therof  to  excuse, 

Be  wrooth  or  blythe  who-so  be ; 

For  I  wol  speke,  and  telle  it  thee, 

Al  shulde  I  dye,  and  be  put  doun,       6775 

As  was  seynt  Foul,  in  derk  prisoun ; 

Or  be  exiled  in  this  caas 

With  wrong,  as  maister  WiUiam  was. 

That  my  moder  Ypoorisye 

Banisshed  for  hir  greet  envye.  6780 

*  Ky  moder  flemed  him,  Seynt  Amour  : 
This  noble  dide  such  labour 

To  snsteyne  ever  the  loyaltee, 

That  he  to  moche  agilte  me. 

He  made  a  book,  and  leet  it  wryte,    6785 

Wherin  his  lyf  he  dide  al  wryte. 

And  wolde  idi  reneyed  begging, 

And  lived  by  my  traveyling. 

If  I  ne  had  rent  ne  other  good. 

What  ?  wened  he  that  I  were  wood  ?  6790 


For  labour  might  me  never  plese, 

I  have  more  wil  to  been  at  ese ; 

And  have  wel  lever,  sooth  to  sey, 

Bifore  the  puple  patre  and  prey. 

And  wrye  me  in  my  foxerye  6795 

Under  a  oope  of  papelardye.' 

Quod  Love, '  What  devel  is  this  I  here? 
What  wordes  tellest  thou  me  here  ? ' 

F.  Sem.  '  What,  sir  ? ' 

Amour.  *  Falsnesse,  that  apert  is  ; 

Than  dredest  thou  not  god  ? ' 

F.  Sem.  No,  certes  :   6800 

For  selde  in  greet  thing  shal  he  spede 
In  this  world,  that  god  wol  drede. 
For  folk  that  hem  to  vertu  yiven, 
And  truly  on  her  owne  liven. 
And  hem  in  goodnesse  ay  contene,     68q5 
On  hem  is  litel  thrift  y-sene ; 
Such  folk  drinken  gret  misese  ; 
That  lyf  [ne]  may  me  never  plese. 
But  see  what  gold  han  usurers. 
And  silver  eek  in  [hir]  gamers,  6810 

Taylagiers,  and  these  monyours, 
Bailifs,  bedels,  provost,  countours  ; 
These  liven  wel  nygh  by  ravyne ; 
The  smale  puple  hem  mote  enolyne, 
And  they  as  wolves  wol  hem  eten.      6815 
Upon  the  pore  folk  they  geten 
Fid  moche  of  that  they  spende  or  kepe ; 
Kis  none  of  hem  that  he  nil  strepe, 
And  fwryen  him-self  wel  atte  ftille ; 
Without[e]  scalding  they  hem  puUe.  6820 
The  stronge  the  feble  overgoth  ; 
But  I,  that  were  my  simple  cloth, 
Bobbe  bothe  frobbed  and  robbours, 
And  gyle  fgyled  and  gylours. 
By  my  treget,  I  gadre  and  threste      682$ 
The  greet  tresour  into  my  cheste, 
That  lyth  with  me  so  faste  bounde. 
Myn  highe  paleys  do  I  founde, 
And  my  delytes  I  fnlfille 
With  wyne  at  feestes  at  my  wille,      6830 
And  tables  fHille  of  entremees ; 
I  wol  no  lyf,  but  ese  and  pees. 
And  winne  gold  to  spende  also. 
For  whan  the  greteTbagge  is  go. 
It  cometh  right  [eft]  with  my  japes.   6855 
Make  I  not  wel  tumble  msm  apes  ? 
To  winne  is  alwey  myn  entent ; 
My  purohas  is  better  than  my  rent ; 
For  though  I  shulde  beten  be, 
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Over-al  I  entremete  me  ;  6840 

Withoiit[6]  me  may  no  wight  dure. 

I  walke  sonles  for  to  cure. 

Of  al  the  worlde  care  have  I 

In  brede  and  lengthe  ;  boldely 

I  wol  bothe  preche  and  eek  cotmceilen  ; 

With  hondes  grille  I  not  traveilen,     6846 

For  of  the  pope  I  have  the  bnlle  ; 

I  ne  holde  not  my  vdttes  dalle. 

I  wol  not  stinteni  in  my  l3^e, 

These  emperoores  for  to  shryve,         6850 

Or  kynges,  dokes,  and  lordes  grete  ; 

Bat  pore  folk  al  qoyte  I  lete. 

I  love  no  snch  shryving,  pardee, 

Bat  it  for  other  caose  be. 

I  rekke  not  of  i>ore  men,  6855 

Hir  astate  is  not  worth  axi  hen. 

Where  fyndest  thon  a  swinker  of  labour 

Have  me  onto  his  confessonr  ? 

Bat  emperesses,  and  dachesses, 

Thise  qaenes,  and  eek  [thise]  ooantesses, 

Thise  abbesses,  and  eek  Bigyns,  6861 

These  grete  ladyes  palasyns, 

These  joly  knightes,  and  baiUyves, 

Thise  nonnes,  and  thise  borgeis  wyves, 

That  riche  been,  and  eek  plesing,       6865 

And  thise  maidens  welfaring, 

Wher-so  they  clad  or  naked  be, 

Unooonoeiled  goth  ther  noon  fro  me. 

And,  for  her  soales  savetee, 

At  lord  and  lady,  and  hir  meynee,     6870 

I  axe,  whan  they  hem  to  me  shryve, 

The  propretee  of  al  hir  lyve. 

And  make  hem  trowe,  bothe  meest  and 

leest, 
Hir  parodi-prest  nis  bat  a  beest 
Ayens  me  and  my  company,  6875 

That  shrewes  been  as  greet  as  I ; 
For  whiche  I  wol  not  hyde  in  hold 
No  privetee  that  me  is  told, 
That  I  by  word  or  signe,  y-wis, 
fNil  make  hem  knowe  what  it  is,      6880 
And  they  wolen  also  tellen  me  ; 
They  hele  fro  me  no  privitee. 
And  for  to  make  yow  hem  perceyven, 
That  asen  folk  thas  \o  disceyven, 
I  wol  yoa  seyn,  withonten  drede,       6885 
What  men  may  in  the  gospel  rede 
Of  Sesmt  Mathew,  the  gospelere. 
That  seith,  as  I  shal  yon  sey  here. 
*  Upon  the  chaire  of  Moyses — 


Thas  is  it  glosed,  doateles  :  ^>8qo 

That  is  the  olde  testament, 

For  therby  is  the  chaire  ment- 

Sitte  Scribes  and  Fharis[i]en ; — 

That  is  to  seyn,  the  cnrsed  men 

Whiche  that  we  ypocrites  calle —       6895 

Doth  that  they  preche,  I  rede  yoa  alle, 

Bat  doth  not  as  they  don  a  del. 

That  been  not  wei*y  to  seye  wel. 

Bat  to  do  wel,  no  willelmve  they ; 

And  they  wolde  binde  on  folk  alwey, 

That  ben  to  [be]  begyled  able,  6901 

f  Bardens  that  ben  importable ; 

On  folkes  shaldres  thinges  they  conchen 

That  they  nil  with  her  fingres  tonchen.' 

Ainour.  *  And  why  wol  they  not  toache 
it?' 

F.  Sent.  •  Why  ?  6905 

For  hem  ne  list  not,  sikerly  ; 
For  sadde  fbardens  that  men  taken 
Hake  folkes  shaldres  aken. 
And  if  they  do  ought  that  good  be, 
That  is  for  folk  it  shaldo  see  :  691U 

Her  'f*borders  larger  maken  they, 
And  make  hir  hemmes  wyde  alwey, 
And  loven  setes  at  the  table,. 
The  firste  and  most  honourable  ; 
And  for  to  ban  the  first  chaieres         6915 
In  synagoges,  to  hem  itil  dere  is ; 
And  wiUen  that  folk  hem  loute  and  grete, 
Whan  that  they  passen  thurgh  the  strete, 
And  wolen  be  cleped  *■  Maister '  also. 
But  they  ne  shulde  not  willen  so ;      69^ 
The  gospel  is  ther-ageyns,  I  gesse  : 
That  sheweth  wel  hir  wikkidncssa 

'  Another  custom  use  we : — 
Of  hem  that  wol  ayens  us  be. 
We  hate  fhem  deedly  everichoon,      (n)2s 
And  we  wol  werry  fhem,  as  oon. 
Him  that  oon  hateth,  hate  we  alio, 
And  conjecte  how  to  doon  him  falle. 
And  if  we  seen  him  winne  honour, 
Rlchesse  or  preys,  thurgh  his  valour,  f)9.^ 
Provende,  rent,  or  dignitee, 
Ful  fast,  y-wis,  compassen  we 
By  what  ladder  he  is  clomben  so  ; 
And  for  to  maken  him  doun  to  go, 
With  traisoun  we  wole  him  defame,  6955 
And  doon  him  lese  his  gode  nama 
Thus  from  his  ladder  we  him  take, 
And  thus  his  freendes  foes  we  make ; 
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Bnt  "vvord  ne  vrite  shal  he  noon, 

Til  alle  his  freendes  been  his  foon.     6940 

For  if  we  elide  it  openly, 

We  mi^ht  have  blame  redily ; 

For  hadde  he  wist  of  our  malyce, 

He  hadde  him  kept,  bnt  he  were  nyce. 

*  Another  is  this,  that,  if  so  falle    6945 
That  ther  be  oon  among  ns  alle 
That  doth  a  good  tnm,  ont  of  drede, 
We  seyn  it  is  onr  alder  dede. 
Ye,  sikerly,  thongh  he  it  feyned, 
Or  that  hini  list,  or  that  him  deyned  6950 
A  man  thnrgh  him  avaonced  be  ; 
Therof  alle  parceners  be  we, 
And  tellen  folk,  wher-so  we  go. 
That  man  thorgh  us  is  sprongen  so. 
And  for  to  have  of  men  preysing,        6955 
We  pnrchace,  thorgh  our  flatering, 
Of  riche  men,  of  gret  ponstee, 
Lettres,  to  witnesse  our  bonntee ; 
So  that  man  weneth,  that  may  us  see, 
That  alle  vertu  in  us  be.  6960 

And  alwey  pore  we  us  feyne  ; 
Bnt  how  so  that  we  begge  or  pleyne, 
We  ben  the  folk,  without  lesing, 
That  al  thing  have  without  having. 
Thus  be  we  dred  of  the  puple,  y-wis.  6965 
And  gladly  my  puxx>os  is  this  :— 
I  dele  with  no  wight,  but  he 
Have  gold  and  tresour  gret  plentee  ; 
Hir  acqueyntaunce  wel  love  I ; 
This  is  moche  my  deayr,  shortly.        6970 
I  entremete  me  of  brocages, 
I  make  pees  and  manages, 
I  am  gladly  executour, 
And  many  tymes  proouratour ; 
I  am  somtyme  messager  ;  rx)75 

That  falleth  not  to  my  mister. 
And  many  tymes  I  make  enquestes ; 
For  me  that  office  not  honest  is ; 
To  dele  with  other  mennes  thing, 
That  is  to  me  a  gret  lyking.  6980 

And  if  that  ye  have  ought  to  do 
In  place  that  I  ropeire  to, 
I  shal  it  speden  thurgh  my  wit, 
As  Bone  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 
So  that  ye  serve  mo  to  pay,  6985 

Jiy  servise  shal  be  your  alway. 
But  who-so  wol  chastyse  me, 
Anoon  my  love  lost  hath  he ; 
For  I  love  no  man  in  no  gyse, 


That  wol  me  repreve  or  chastyse  ;      6990 
But  I  wolde  al  folk  undertake, 
And  of  no  wight  no  teching  take  ; 
For  I,  that  other  folk  ohastye, 
Wol  not  be  taught  fro  my  folye. 

*  I  love  noon  hermitage  more  ;         6995 
Alle  desertes,  and  holtes  hore, 

And  grete  wodes  everichoon, 

I  lete  hem  to  the  Baptist  lohan. 

I  quethe  him  quyte,  and  him  relesse 

Of  Egipt  al  the  wildimesse  ;  Ttxw 

To  fer  were  alle  my  mansiouns 

Fro  alle  citees  and  goode  tonnes. 

My  paleis  and  myn  hous  make  I 

There  men  may  renne  in  openly, 

And  sey  that  I  tlie  world  forsake.       701)5 

But  al  amidde  I  bilde  and  make 

My  hous,  and  swimme  and  pley  therinne 

Bet  than  a  fish  doth  with  his  flnne. 

*  Of  Antecristes  men  am  I, 

Of  whiche  that  Crist  seitli  openly,       7010 

They  have  abit  of  holinesse. 

And  liven  in  such  wikkednesse. 

Outward,  lambren  semen  we, 

Fulle  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee, 

And  inward  we,  withouten  fable,        7015 

Ben  gredy  wolves  ravisable. 

We  enviroune  bothe  londe  and  see  ; 

With  al  the  world  fwerreyen  we  ; 

We  wol  ordejTie  of  alle  thing, 

Of  folkes  good,  and  her  living.  7020 

'  If  ther  be  castel  or  citee 
Wherin  that  any  bougerons  be, 
Although  that  they  of  Milayne  wore, 
For  ther-of  ben  they  blamed  there  : 
Or  if  a  wight,  out  of  mesure,  7025 

Wolde  lene  his  gold,  and  take  usure. 
For  that  he  is  so  coveitous  : 
Or  if  he  be  to  leccherous, 
Or  f  thefe,  or  haunte  simonye ; 
Or  provost,  ful  of  trecherye,  7030 

Or  prolat,  living  jolily, 
Or  prest  that  halt  his  quene  liim  by  ; 
Or  olde  hores  hostilers. 
Or  other  bawdes  or  bordillers, 
Or  elles  blamed  of  any  vyce,  7035 

Of  whiche  men  shulden  doon  justyce : 
By  alio  the  seyntes  that  we  pray. 
But  they  defende  fhem  with  lamprey, 
With  luce,  with  eles,  with  samouns. 
With  tendre  gees,  and  with  caponns,  7040 
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With  tartes,  or  with  fcheses  fat, 
With  deynte  flawnes,  brode  and  flat, 
With  calewe3r8,  or  with  pollaille, 
With  conin^es,  or  with  fyn  vitaille, 
Tliat  we,  tinder  our  clothes  wyde,       7045 
Haken  thorgh  onr  golet  glyde  : 
Or  bat  he  wol  do  come  in  haste 
Boo-vieaisonn,  [y]-bake  in  paste  : 
Whether  so  that  he  loure  or  groine, 
He  shal  have  of  a  corde  a  loigne,        7050 
With  whiche  men  shal  him  binde  and 

lede, 
To  brenne  him  for  his  sinful  dede, 
Tliat  men  shnlle  here  him  crye  and  rore 
A  myle-wey  abonte,  and  more. 
Or  elles  he  shal  in  prisonn  dye,  7055 

But-if  he  wol  [our]  frendship  bye, 
Or  smerten  that  that  he  hath  do, 
More  than  his  gilt  amoonteth  to. 
But,  and  he  couthc  thurgh  his  sleight 
Do  maken  up  a  tour  of  height,  7060 

Nought  rough  te  I  whether  of  stone  or  tree. 
Or  erthe,  or  turves  though  it  be. 
Though  it  were  of  no  vounde  stone 
Wrought  with  squyre  and  scantilone, 
So  that  the  tour  were  stuffed  wel        7065 
With  alle  richesse  temporel ; 
And  thanne,  that  he  wolde  updresse 
Engyns,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
To  caste  at  us,  by  every  syde — 
To  here  his  goode  name  wyde —  7070 

Such  sleightes  [as]  I  shal  yow  nevene, 
Barelles  of  wyne,  by  size  or  sevene, 
Or  gold  in  sakkes  gret  plente. 
He  shulde  sone  delivered  be 
And  if  he  have  noon  sich  pitaunces,    7075 
Late  him  study  in  equipolences, 
And  lete  lyes  and  fallaces, 
If  that  he  wolde  deserve  our  graces  ; 
Or  we  shal  here  him  such  witnesse 
Of  sinne,  and  of  his  wrecchidnesse,     7080 
And  doon  his  loos  so  wyde  renne. 
That  al  quik  we  shulde  him  brenne, 
Or  elles  yeve  him  suche  penaunoe, 
That  is  wel  wors  than  the  pitaunce. 

'  For  thou  shalt  never,  for  no-thing. 
Con  knowen  aright  by  her  clothing    7086 
The  traitours  fulle  of  trecherye. 
But  thou  her  werkes  can  aspye. 
And  ne  hadde  the  good  keping  be 
Whylom  of  the  universitee,  7090 


That  kepeth  the  key  of  Oristendome, 

■f-They  had  been  turmented,  alle  and  some. 

Suche  been  the  stinking  [fals]  prophetis  ; 

Nis  non  of  hem,  that  good  prophete  is  ; 

For  they,  thurgh  wikked  entenoioun,  7095 

The  yeer  of  the  incamacioun 

A  thousand  and  two  hundred  yeer, 

Tyve  and  fifty,  ferther  ne  ner, 

Bronghten  a  book,  with  sory  grace, 

To  yeven  ensample  in  comune  place,  7100 

That  seide  thus,  though  it  were  fable  .'— > 

"  This  IB  the  Gospel  Perdurable, 

That  fro  the  Holy  Goost  is  sent." 

Wel  were  it  worth  to  ben  [y}-brent ! 

Entitled  was  in  such  manere  7105 

This  book,  of  which  I  telle  here. 

Ther  nas  no  wight  in  al  Parys, 

Bifom  Our  Lady,  at  parvys, 

fThat  [he]  ne  mighte  bye  the  book, 

f  To  copy,  if  him  talent  took.  71 10 

Ther  might  he  see,  by  greet  tresoun, 

Ful  many  fals  comparisoun  : — 

"  As  moche  as,  thurgh  his  grete  might, 

Be  it  of  hete,  or  of  light. 

The  sunne  surmounteth  the  mone,      71x5 

That  troubler  is,  and  chaungeth  sone. 

And  the  note-kernel  the  shelle — 

(I  scome  nat  that  I  yow  telle) — 

Bight  so,  withouten  any  gyle, 

Surmounteth  this  noble  Evangyle       7120 

The  word  of  any  evangelist." 

And  to  her  title  they  token  Christ ; 

And  many  such  comparisoun, 

Of  which  I  make  no  mencioun, 

Might  men  in  that  boke  finde,  712$ 

Who-so  coude  of  hem  have  minde. 

'  Th'  universitee,  that  tho  was  aslepe, 
Gan  for  to  braide,  and  taken  kepe ; 
And  at  the  noys  the  heed  up-caste, 
Ne  never  sithen  slepte  it  faste,  7130 

But  up  it  sterte.  and  armes  took 
Ayens  this  fals  horrible  book, 
Al  redy  batail  for  to  make, 
And  to  tho  jnge  the  book  to  take. 
But  they  that  broughten  the  book  there 
Hent«  it  anoon  awey,  for  fere  ;  7136 

They  nolde  shewe  it  more  a  del, 
But  thenne  it  kepte,  and  kepen  wil, 
Til  such  a  tyme  that  they  may  see 
That  they  so  stronge  woxen  be,  7140 

That  no  wight  may  hem  wel  withstonde ; 
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Por  by  that  book  they  durst  not  stondc. 

Away  they  gonne  it  for  to  here, 

For  they  ne  dorste  not  answere 

By  expoeioioon  fne  glose  7145 

To  that  that  clerkes  wole  appose 

Ayens  the  cursednessef  y-wis, 

That  in  that  boke  ivriten  is. 

Now  wot  I  not,  ne  I  can  not  see 

What  maner  ende  that  there  shal  be  7150 

Of  al  this  [boke]  that  they  hyde  ; 

Bat  3rit  algate  they  shal  abyde 

Til  that  they  may  it  bet  defende ; 

This  trowe  I  best,  wol  be  hir  ende. 

*  Thns  Antecrist  abyden  we,  7155 
For  we  ben  alie  of  his  meynee ; 

And  what  man  that  wol  not  be  so, 

Bight  sone  he  shal  his  lyf  forgo. 

We  wol  a  paple  fon  him  areyse, 

And  thorgh  our  gyle  doon  him  seise,  7160 

And  him  on  sharpe  speres  ryve, 

Or  other-weyes  bringe  him  fro  lyve, 

Bntrif  that  he  wol  folowe,  y-wis, 

That  in  our  boke  writen  is. 

Thns  moche  wol  oxa  book  signifye,      7165 

That  whyl  [that]  Peter  hath  maistrye, 

Hay  nerer  Johan  shewe  wel  his  might, 

^  Xow  have  I  yon  declared  right 
The  mening  of  the  bark  and  rinde 
That  maketh  the  entencionns  blinde.  7170 
Bnt  now  at  erst  I  wol  biginne 
To  expowne  yon  the  pith  withinne  : — 
[fAnd  first,  by  Peter,  as  I  wene, 
The  Pope  himself  we  wolden  mene,] 
And  [eek]  the  secolers  comprehende,  7175 
That  Cristes  lawe  wol  defende. 
And  shiilde  it  kepen  and  mayntenen 
Ayeines  hem  that  al  sostenen, 
And  fiedsly  to  the  pnple  techen. 
fAnd  Johan  bitokeneth  hem  fthat  pre- 
chen,  7180 

That  ther  nis  lawe  covenable 
Bat  thilke  Gospel  Perdurable, 
That  fro  the  Holy  Gost  was  sent 
To  tome  folk  that  been  miswent. 
The  strengthe  of  Johan  they  undirstonde 
The   grace   in   which,  they   seye,  they 
stonde,  7186 

That  doth  the  sinful  folk  converte. 
And  hem  to  Jesus  Crist  reverte. 

*  Ful  many  another  horriblete 

Hay  men  in  that  boke  see,  7190 

D 


That  ben  comaunded,  douteles, 

Ayens  the  lawe  of  Bome  ezpres ; 

And  nlle  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 

As  men  may  in  the  book  biholden. 

And  than  comaunden  they  to  sleen    7195 

Alle  tho  tliat  with  Peter  been  ; 

But  they  shal  nevere  have  that  might, 

And,  god  tofom,  for  stryf  to  fight. 

That  they  ne  shal  y-nough  [men]  findo 

That  Peters  lawe  shal  have  in  minde,  7^110 

And  ever  holde,  and  so  mayntene, 

That  at  the  last  it  shal  be  scne. 

That  they  shal  alle  come  therto. 

For  ought  that  they  can  spoke  or  do. 

And  thilke  lawe  shal  not  stonde,         7205 

That  they  by  Johan  have  undirstonde  ; 

But,  maugre  hem,  it  shal  adoun, 

And  been  brought  to  conAisioun. 

But  I  wol  stinte  of  this  matere, 

For  it  is  wonder  long  to  here  ;  72  lu 

But  hadde  that  ilke  book  endured. 

Of  better  estate  I  were  ensured  ; 

And  freendes  have  I  yit,  pardee, 

That  han  me  set  in  greet  degree. 

*  Of  al  this  world  is  emperour  7215 

Gyle  my  fader,  the  trechour, 
And  emp[e]resse  my  moder  is, 
Haugre  the  Holy  Gost,  y-wis. 
Our  mighty  linage  and  our  route 
Begneth  in  every  regno  aboute  ;  7220 

And  wel  is  fworth  we  maistres  be, 
For  al  this  world  goveme  we. 
And  can  the  folk  so  wel  disceyve, 
That  noon  our  gyle  can  i>erceyve  ; 
And  though  they  doon,  they  dar    not 
saye ;  7225 

The  sothe  dar  no  wight  biwreye. 
But  he  in  Cristis  wrath  him  ledeth, 
That  more  than  Crist  my  bretheren  dre- 

deth. 
He  nis  no  fill  good  champioun. 
That  dredeth  such  similacionn  ;  7230 

Nor  that  for  peyne  wole  refusen 
Us  to  correcten  and  accusen. 
He  wol  not  entremete  by  right, 
Ne  have  god  in  his  eye-sight, 
And  therfore  god  shal  him  punyce ;    7235 
But  me  ne  rekketh  of  no  vyce, 
Sithen  men  us  loven  oomunably, 
And  holden  us  for  so  worthy. 
That  we  may  folk  reprove  echoon 
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And  "we  nil  have  repref  of  noon. 
Whom  shnlden  folk  worshipen  so 
Bnt  ns,  that  stinten  never  xno 
To  patren  whyl  that  folk  ns  aee, 
Though  it  not  so  bihinde  hem  be  ? 

'  And  where  is  more  wood  folye,       7245 
Than  to  enhaonce  chivalrye, 
And  love  noble  men  and  gay, 
That  joly  clothes  weren  alway  ? 
If  they  be  sich  folk  as  they  semen, 
80  clene,  as  men  her  clothes  demen,   7250 
And  that  her  wordes  folowe  her  dede, 
It  is  gret  pite,  out  of  drede, 
For  they  wol  be  noon  ypocrites  ! 
Of  hem,  me  thinketh  [it]  gret  spite  is ; 
I  can  not  love  hem  on  no  syde.  7255 

But  Beggers  with  these  hodes  wyde, 
With  sleighe  and  pale  faces  lene, 
And  greye  clothes  not  ful  clene, 
Bat  fretted  ful  of  tatarwagges, 
And  highe  shoes,  knopped  with  dagges, 
That  frouncen  lyke  a  quaile-pype,       7261 
Or  botes  riveling  as  a  gype  ; 
To  such  folk  as  I  jtou  devyse 
Shulde  princes  and  these  lordes  wyse 
Take  alle  her  londes  and  her  thinges,  7265 
Bothe  werre  and  pees,  in  goveminges ; 
To  such  folk  shnlde  a  prince  him  yive, 
That  wolde  his  lyf  in  honour  live. 
And  if  they  be  not  as  they  seme, 
That  serven  thus  the  world  to  qneme,  7270 
There  wolde  I  dwelle,  to  disceyve 
The  folk,  for  they  shal  not  perceyve. 

*  Bnt  I  ne  speke  in  no  such  wyse, 
That  men  shnlde  humble  abit  dispyse, 
So  that  no  pryde  ther-under  be.  7275 

No  man  shulde  hate,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  pore  man  in  sich  clothing. 
But  god  ne  preiseth  him  no-thing, 
That  seith  he  hath  the  world  forsake. 
And  hath  to  worldly  glorie  him  take,  7280 
And  wol  of  siche  delyces  use  ; 
Who  may  that  Begger  wel  excuse  ? 
That  papelard,  that  him  yeldeth  so, 
And  wol  to  worldly  ese  go. 
And  seith  that  he  the  world  hath  lefib, 
And  gredily  it  grypeth  eft,  7286 

He  is  the  hound,  shame  is  to  seyn, 
That  to  his  casting  goth  ageyn. 

'  But  unto  you  dar  I  not  lye  : 
But  mighte  I  felen  or  aspye  7290 


That  ye  perceyved  it  no-thlng, 
Ye  shulde[n]  have  a  stark  lesing 
Bight  in  your  bond  thus,  to  biginne, 
I  nolde  it  lette  for  no  sinne.' 

The  god  lough  at  the  wonder  tho,    7295 
And  every  wight  gan  laughe  also, 
And  seide  : — '  Lo  here  a  man  aright 
For  to  be  trusty  to  every  wight ! ' 

'  Fals  Semblant,'  quod  Love, '  sey  to  me, 
Sith  I  thus  have  avaunced  thee,  7300 

That  in  my  court  is  thy  dwelling, 
And  of  ribaudes  shalt  be  my  king, 
Wolt  thou  wel  holden  my  forwardos  f  * 

F.  Sem.     *Ye,  sir,  from  hennes  fore- 
wardes ; 
Hadde  never  your  fader  here-bifom    7305 
Servaunt  so  trewe,  sith  he  was  bom.* 

Amour.     *■  That  is  ayeines  al  nature.' 

F.  Sem.    *Sir,  put  you  in  that  aven- 
ture ; 
For  though  ye  borowes  take  of  me, 
The  sikerer  shal  ye  never  be  7310 

For  ostages,  ne  sikimesse, 
Or  chartres,  for  to  here  witnesse. 
I  take  your-self  to  record  here, 
That  men  ne  may,  in  no  manere, 
Teren  the  wolf  out  of  his  hyde,  7315 

Til  he  be  fflayn,  bak  and  syde, 
Though  men  him  bete  and  al  defyle  ; 
What  ?  wene  ye  that  I  wole  bigyle  ? 
For  I  am  clothed  mekely, 
Ther-under  is  al  my  trechery ;  7320 

Myn  herte  chaungeth  never  the  mo 
For  n(x>n  abit,  in  which  I  go. 
Though  I  have  chere  of  simplenesse, 
I  am  not  wery  of  shrewednesse. 
My  lemman,  Streyned-Abstinence,      7325 
Hath  mist«r  of  my  purveaunoe  ; 
She  hadde  ful  longe  ago  be  deed, 
Nere  my  councel  and  my  reed  ; 
Lete  hir  allone,  and  you  and  me.' 

And  Love  answerde,  '  I  truste  thee  7330 
Without[e]  borowe,  for  I  wol  noon.* 
And  Fals-Semblaut,  the  theef,  anoon. 
Right  in  that  ilke  same  place, 
That  hadde  of  tresoun  al  his  face         7334 
Right  blak  withinne,  and  whyt  withoute, 
Thnnketh  him,  gan  on  his  knees  loute. 

Than  was  ther  nought,  but  *  Every  man 
Now  to  assaut,  that  sailen  can,' 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  fal  hardUy.' 
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Than  armed  they  hem  communly       7340 

Of  slch  armoTir  as  to  hem  fel. 

Whan  th^  were  armed,  fers  and  fel. 

They  wente  hem  forth,  alle  in  a  route, 

And  96tt«  the  oastel  al  aboute ; 

They  wil  nought  away,  for  no  drede,  7345 

Til  it  so  be  that  they  ben  dede. 

Or  til  they  have  the  castel  take. 

And  foxure  batels  they  gan  make, 

And  parted  hem  in  foure  anoon. 

And  toke  her  way,  and  forth  they  goon. 

The  foure  gates  for  to  assaile,  7551 

Of  whiche  the  kepers  wol  not  faile ; 

For  they  ben  neither  syke  ne  dede^ 

Bat  hardy  folk,  and  stronge  in  dede. 

Now  wole  I  seyn  the  conntenaanoe  7555 
Of  Fals-Semblant,  and  Abstinannce, 
That  ben  to  Wikkid-Tonge  went. 
But  first  they  helde  her  parlement. 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  maken  hem  be  knowen  there,        7360 
Or  elles  walken  forth  disgysed. 
Bat  at  the  laste  they  devysed. 
That  they  wold  goon  in  tapinage. 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
Lyk  good  and  holy  folk  unfeyned.       7365 
And  Dame  Abstinence-Streyned 
Took  on  a  robe  of  camelyne. 
And  gan  hir  fgraithe  as  a  Begyne. 
A  large  coverchief  of  threde 
She  wrapped  al  aboute  hir  hede,         7370 
But  she  forgat  not  hir  sautere  ; 
A  peire  of  bodes  eek  she  here 
Upon  a  lace,  al  of  whyt  threde, 
On  which  that  she  hir  bedes  bede ; 
But  she  ne  boughte  hem  never  a  del,  7375 
For  they  were  geven  her,  I  wot  wel, 
God  wot,  of  a  fal  holy  frere. 
That  seide  he  was  hir  fader  dere, 
To  whom  she  hadde  ofter  went 
Than  any  frere  of  his  covent.  7380 

And  he  visyted  hir  also. 
And  many  a  sermoun  seide  hir  to ; 
He  nolde  lette,  for  man  on  lyve, 
That  he  ne  wolde  hir  ofte  shrjrve. 
And  with  so  gret  devocion  7385 

They  made[n]  her  confession, 
That  they  had  ofbe,  for  the  nones, 
Two  hedes  in  one  hood  at  ones. 

Of  fair  shape  I  f  devyse  her  thee, 
But  pale  of  face  somtyme  was  she  ;     7390 


That  false  traitouresse  untrewe 

Waa  lyk  that  salowe  hors  of  hewe, 

That  in  the  Ai)ocalips  is  shewed. 

That  signifyeth  f  tho  folk  beshrewed, 

That  been  al  fal  of  trecherye,  7395 

And  pale,  thurgh  hypocrisye ; 

For  on  that  hors  no  colour  is, 

But  only  deed  and  pale,  y-wis. 

Of  suche  a  colour  enlangoured 

Was  Abstinence,  y-wis,  coloured  ;      7400 

Of  her  estat  she  her  repented. 

As  her  visage  represented. 

She  had  a  burdoun  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Gyle  had  yeve  her  of  his  yefte ; 
And  a  scrippe  of  Fainte  Distresse,      7405 
That  ful  was  of  elengenesse, 
And  forth  she  walked  sobrely : 
And  False-Semblant  saynt,  ie  vous  dy^ 
fHad,  as  it  were  for  such  mistere, 
Don  on  the  cope  of  a  frere,  7410 

With  chere  simple,  and  ful  pitous ; 
His  looking  was  not  disdeinous, 
Ne  proud,  but  meke  and  ful  pesible. 
About  his  nekke  he  bar  a  bible, ' 
And  squierly  forth  gan  he  gon  ;  7415 

And,  for  to  reste  his  limmes  upon. 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potente  ; 
As  he  were  feble,  his  way  he  wente. 
But  in  his  sieve  he  gan  to  thringe 
A  rasour  sharp,  and  wel  bytinge,        7420 
That  was  forged  in  a  forge, 
Which  that  men  depen  Coupe-gorge, 

So  longe  forth  hir  way  they  nomen, 
TU  they  to  Wioked-Tonge  comen, 
That  at  his  gate  was  sitting,  7425 

And  saw  folk  in  the  way  passing. 
The  pilgrimes  saw  he  faste  by, 
That  beren  hem  ful  mekely, 
And  fhumblely  they  with  him  mette. 
Dame  Abstinence  first  him  grette,      7430 
And  sith  him  False-Semblant  salued. 
And  he  hem  ;  but  he  not  fremued, 
For  he  ne  dredde  hem  not  a-deL 
For  when  he  saw  hir  faces  wel, 
Alway  in  herte  liim  thoughte  so,         7435 
He  shulde  knowe  hem  bothe  two ; 
For  wel  he  knew  Dame  Abstinaunce, 
But  he  ne  knew  not  Oonstre>Tiaunce. 
He  knew  nat  that  she  was  constrajmed, 
Ne  of  her  theves  lyfe  feyned,  7440 

But  wende  she  com  of  wil  al  free ; 
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But  she  com  in  another  degree  ; 
And  if  of  good  neil  she  hegan, 
That  wil  was  failed  her  [as]  than. 

And  Fals-SemUant  had  he  sejoi  als, 
But  he  knew  nat  that  he  was  fals.      7446 
Tet  Dtds  was  he,  hnt  his  falsnesse 
Ne  conde  he  not  espye,  nor  gesse  ; 
For  Semblant  was  so  slye  wrought, 
That  falsnesse  he  ne  cspyed  nought.   7450 
But  haddest  thou  knowen  him  befom, 
Thou  woldest  on  a  hoke  have  sworn, 
Whan  thou  him  sangh  in  thilko  aray 
That  he,  that  whylom  was  so  gay, 
And  of  the  daunce  Joly  Bobin,  7455 

Was  tho  become  a  Jacobin. 
But  sothely,  what  so  men  him  calle, 
Frere[8]  Frechours  been  good  men  alle  ; 
Hir  order  wickedly  they  beren, 
Suohe  minstrelles  if  [that]  they  weren. 
So  been  Augustins  and  Cordileres,      7461 
And  Cannes,  and  eek  Sakked  Freres, 
And  alle  freres,  shodde  and  bare, 
(Though   some    of  hem  ben  grete  and 

square) 
Fnl  holy  men,  as  I  hem  deme  ;  7465 

Everich  of  hem  wolde  good  man  seme. 
But  shalt  thou  never  of  apparence 
Seen  conclude  good  consequence 
In  none  argument,  y-wis. 
If  existence  al  failed  is.  7470 

For  men  may  finde  alway  sophyme 
The  consequence  to  envenyme, 
Who-flo  that  •f-hath  the  subteltee 
The  double  sentence  for  to  see. 

Whan  the  pilgrjrmes  commen  were  7475 
To  Wicked-Tonge,  that  dwelled  there, 
Hir  hameis  nigh  hem  was  algate  ; 
By  Wicked-Tonge  adonn  they  sate, 
That  bad  hem  ner  him  for  to  come, 
And  of  tydinges  telle  him  some,  7480 

And   sayde   hem: — 'What  cas  maketh 

yow 
To  come  into  this  place  now  ? ' 
^  Sir,'  seyde  Strained-Abstinaunce, 
*  We,  for  to  drye  our  penaunce, 
With  hertes  pitous  and  devoute,         7485 
Are  oommen,  as  pilgrimes  gon  abonte ; 
Wei  nigh  on  fote  alway  we  go  ; 
Ful  fdusty  been  our  heles  two ; 
And  thus  bothe  we  ben  sent 
Thuxghout  this  world  that  is  miswent, 


To  yeve  ensample,  and  preche  alst*.     7491 
To  fisshen  sinful  men  we  go, 
For  other  fisshing  ne  fisshe  we. 
And,  sir,  for  that  oharitee, 
As  we  be  wont,  herberwe  we  crave,     7495 
Your  Ijrf  to  amende  ;  Crist  it  save  ! 
And,  so  it  shulde  you  nat  displese. 
We  wolden,  if  it  were  your  ese, 
A  short  sermoun  unto  you  seyn.* 
And  Wikked-Tonge  answerde  ageyn, 
*  The  hous,'  quod  he,  *■  such  as  ye  see,    7501 
Shal  nat  be  warned  you  for  me, 
Sey  what  you  list,  and  I  wol  here.' 
'  Oraunt  mercy,  swete  sire  dere ! ' 
Quod  alderfirst  Dame  Abstinence,       7505 
And  thus  began  she  hir  sentence  : 
Const.  AbtUnence.  *  Sir,  the  first  vertue, 
certeyn. 
The  gretest,  and  most  sovereyn 
That  may  be  founde  in  any  man, 
For  having,  or  for  wit  he  can,  7510 

That  is,  his  tonge  to  refreyne  ; 
Therto  ought  every  wight  him  peyne. 
For  it  is  better  stUle  be 
Than  for  to  speken  harm,  pardee  ! 
And  he  that  herkeneth  it  gladly,         7515 
He  is  no  good  man,  sikerly, 
And,  sir,  aboven  al  other  sinne. 
In  that  art  thou  most  gilly  inne. 
Thou  spake  a  jape  not  long  ago, 
(And,  sir,  that  was  right  yvel  do)        7530 
Of  a  yong  man  that  here  repaired. 
And  never  yet  this  place  apaired. 
Thou  seydest  he  awaited  nothing 
But  to  disceyve  Fair- Welcoming. 
Ye  seyde  nothing  sooth  of  that ;  7525 

But,  sir,  ye  lye ;  I  tell  you  plat ; 
He  ne  cometh  no  more,  ne  goth,  pardee ! 
I  trow  ye  shal  him  never  see. 
Fair- Welcoming  in  prison  is, 
Tliat  ofte  hath  pleyed  with  you,  er  this. 
The  fairest  games  that  he  coude,         7531 
Withoute  fllthe,  stille  or  loude  ,* 
Now  dar  fhe  nat  himself  solace. 
Ye  han  also  the  man  do  ohace. 
That  he  dar  neither  come  ne  go.  7535 

What  meveth  you  to  hate  him  so 
But  properly  your  wikked  thought. 
That  many  a  fals  losing  hath  thought  ? 
That  meveth  your  foole  eloquence. 
That  jangleth  ever  in  audience,  7540 
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And  on  the  folk  areysetli  blame, 

And  doth  hem  diahononr  and  shame, 

For  thin^  that  may  have  no  proving, 

Bnt  lyklinesse,  and  contriving. 

For  I  dar  seyn,  that  Bason  demeth,    7545 

It  is  not  al  sooth  thing  that  semeth 

And  it  is  sinne  to  controve 

Thing  that  is  [for]  to  reprove  ; 

This  wot  ye  wel ;  and,  sir,  therefore 

Ye  am  to  blame  [wel]  the  more.  7550 

And,  nathelesse,  he  rekketh  lyto  ; 

He  yeveth  nat  now  thereof  a  myte  ; 

For  if  he  thonghte  harm,  parfay, 

He  wolde  come  and  gon  al  day ; 

He  conde  him-selfo  nat  abstene.  7555 

Now  oometh  he  nat,  and  that  is  sene. 

For  he  ne  taketh  of  it  no  core, 

Bnt-if  it  be  through  aventnre. 

And  lasse  than  other  folk,  algate. 

And  thou  here  watchest  at  the  gate,  7560 

With  spere  in  thyne  arest  alway ; 

There  muse,  mosard,  al  the  day. 

Thon  wakest  night  and  day  for  thought ; 

Y-wis,  thy  traveyl  is  for  nought. 

And  Jelousye,  withouten  faile,  7565 

Shal  never  quyte  thee  thy  travaile. 

And  scathe  is,  that  Fair-Welcoming, 

Without[en]  any  trespassing, 

Shal  wmngfhlly  in  prison  be, 

Ther  weiK*th  and  languissheth  he.      7570 

And  though  thou  never  yet,  y-wis, 

Agiltest  man  no  more  but  this, 

(Take  not  »-greef )  it  were  worthy 

To  pntto  thee  out  of  this  baily, 

And  afterward  in  prison  lye,  7«i7!; 

And  fettre  thee  til  that  thou  dye ; 

For  thou  shalt  for  this  sinne  dwello 

Right  in  the  devils  ers  of  helle, 

But-if  that  thou  repente  thee.'  7579 

*  Ma  fay,  thou  lyest  falsly ! '  quod  he. 
*  What  ?  welcome  with  mischaunce  now ! 
Have  I  therfore  herbered  yon 
To  seye  me  shame,  and  eek  reprove  ? 
With  soiy  happe,  to  your  bihove. 
Am  I  to-day  your  herbergere !  7585 

Oo,  herber  yon  elleswhere  than  here. 
That  han  a  Iyer  called  me ! 
Two  tregetonrs  art  thou  and  he, 
That  in  myn  hous  do  me  this  shame, 
And  for  my  soth-sawe  ye  me  blame.  7590 
Is  this  th4*  Hormoun  that  ye  make  ? 


To  alle  the  develles  I  me  take, 

Or  elles,  god,  thou  me  confounde . 

Bnt  or  men  diden  this  oastel  founde. 

It  passeth  not  ten  dayes  or  twelve,     7595 

But  it  was  told  right  to  my-selve. 

And  as  they  seide,  right  so  tolde  I, 

He  kiste  the  Rose  privily  ! 

Thus  seide  I  now,  and  have  seid  yore ; 

I  not  wher  he  dide  any  more.  7600 

Why  shulde  men  sey  me  such  a  thing. 

If  it  hadde  been  gabbing? 

Right  so  seide  I,  and  wol  seye  yit ; 

I  trowe,  I  lyed  not  of  it ; 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wol  blowo         7605 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowe, 

How  he  hath  bothe  comen  and  gon.' 

Tho  spak  Fals-Semblant  right  anon, 
'  Al  is  not  gospel,  out  of  doute, 
That  men  seyn  in  the  tonne  aboute  ;  7610 
Ley  no  deef  ere  to  my  speking ; 
I  Bwere  yow,  sir,  it  is  gabbing  I 
I  trowe  ye  wot  wel  certeynly, 
Tliat  no  man  loveth  him  tenderly 
That  seith  him  harm,  if  he  wot  it,      7615 
Al  be  he  never  so  pore  of  wit. 
And  sooth  is  also  sikerly, 
(This  knowe  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I), 
That  lovers  gladly  wol  visyten 
The  places  ther  hir  loves  habyten.      7620 
This  man  you  loveth  and  eek  honoureth ; 
This  man  to  serve  you  laboureth ; 
And  clepeth  you  his  freend  so  dere. 
And  this  man  maketh  you  good  chere, 
And  every-wher  that  [he]  you  meteth. 
He  you  saloweth,  and  he  you  greteth.  7626 
He  preseth  not  so  ofte,  that  ye 
Ought  of  his  come  encombred  be  ; 
Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 
Ful  oft«r  than  [that]  he  doth  now.      7630 
And  if  his  herte  him  strejmed  so 
Unto  the  Rose  for  to  go, 
Ye  shulde  him  iseen  so  ofte  nede. 
That  ye  shulde  take  him  with  the  dede. 
He  coude  his  coming  not  forbere,        7635 
Though  ye  him  thrilled  with  a  spere  ; 
It  nere  not  thanne  as  it  is  now. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  swere  it  yow, 
That  it  is  clene  out  of  his  thought. 
Sir,  oertes,  ho  ne  thenketh  it  nought ; 
No  more  no  doth  Fair- Welcoming,     7641 
That  sore  abyeth  al  this  thing. 
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And  if  th^  were  of  oon  assent, 

Fol  Bone  were  the  Sose  hent ; 

The  mangre  youres  wolde  be.  7645 

And  sir,  of  o  thing  herkeneth  me  : — 

Sith  ye  this  man,  that  loveth  yow, 

Han  seid  such  harm  and  shame  now, 

Witeth  wel,  if  he  gessed  it, 

Te  may  wel  demen  in  yonr  wit,  7650 

He  nolde  no-thing  love  yon  so, 

Ne  callen  yon  his  freend  also, 

But  night  and  day  he  fwolde  wake, 

The  castel  to  destroye  and  take, 

If  it  were  sooth  as  ye  devyse  ;  7655 

Or  som  man  in  som  maner  wyse 

Might  it  wame  him  eTerydel, 

Or  by  him-self  perceyven  wel ; 

For  sith  he  might  not  come  and  gon 

As  he  was  whylom  wont  to  don,         7660 

He  might  it  sone  wite  and  see  ; 

Bnt  now  al  other-wyse  fdoth  ha 

Than  have  fye,  sir,  al-onterly 

Deserved  helle,  and  jolyly 

The  deth  of  helle,  donteles,  7665 

That  thrallen  folk  so  gilteles.' 

Fals-Semblant  proveth  so  this  thing 
That  he  can  noon  answering. 
And  seeth  alwey  such  apparannce, 
That  nygh  he  fel  in  repentannce,       7670 
And  seide  him  : — '  Sir.  it  may  wel  be. 


Semblant,  a  good  man  semen  ye  ; 
And,  Abstinence,  fnl  wyse  ye  seme  ; 
Of  o  talent  yon  bothe  I  deme.  7674 

What  connceil  wole  ye  to  me  yeven  ?' 
F.  Sem.  ^  Right  here  anoon  thon  shalt 
be  shriven, 
And  sey  thy  sinne  withonte  more  ; 
Of  this  shalt  thou  repente  sore ; 
For  I  am  preest,  and  have  poustee 
To  shryve  folk  of  most  dignitee  7680 

That  been,  as  wyde  as  world  may  dure. 
Of  al  this  world  I  have  the  cure, 
And  that  had  never  yit  personn, 
No  vicarie  of  no  maner  tonn. 
And,  god  wot,  I  have  of  thee  7685 

A  thousand  tymes  more  pitee 
Than  hath  thy  preest  parochial, 
Though  he  thy  freend  be  special. 
I  have  avauntage,  in  o  wyse^ 
That  your  prelates  ben  not  so  wsnse    7690 
Ne  half  so  lettred  as  am  I. 
I  am  licenced  boldely 
In  divinitee  to  rede, 
And  to  confessen,  out  of  drede. 
If  ye  wol  you  now  confesse,  7695 

And  leve  your  sinnes  more  and  lesse, 
Without  abood,  knele  doun  anon. 
And  you  shal  have  absolucion.'  7698 
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AL.uiaBTr  and  al  merciable  quene, 
To  whom  that  al  this  -world  fleeth 


for 


soconr, 
To  have  relees  of  sinne,  sorwe  and  tene, 
OloriouB  virgine,  of  alle  flonres  flour, 
To  thee  I  flee,  confounded  in  errour !      5 
Help  and  releve,  thou  mighty  debonaire, 
Have  mercy  on  my  perilous  langonr  ! 
Tenqxiisshed  m'  hath  my  cruel  adversaire. 

Bonntee  so  fix  hath  in  thyn  hert«  his 

tente, 
That  "wel  I  "wot  thou  wolt  my  socour  be,  10 
Thou  canst  not  wame  him  that,  with 

good  entente, 
Axeth  thyn  help.  Thyn  herte  is  ay  so  free, 
Thoia  art  largesse  of  pleyn  felioitee. 
Haven  of  reiut,  of  quiete  and  of  reste. 
Xk>,  how  that  theves  seven  chaeen  me !  15 
Help,  lady  bright,  er  that  my  ship  to- 

breste! 

Comfort  is  noon,  but  in  yow,  lady  dere ; 
For  lo,  my  sinne  and  my  confusioun, 
Which  onghten  not  in  thy  presence  ap- 

pere, 
Han  take  on  me  a  grevous  accloun        20 
Of  verrey  right  and  desperacioun  ; 
And,  as  by  right,  they  mighten  wel  siis- 

tene 
That  I  were  worthy  jay  dampnacionn, 
Nere  mercy  of  you,  blisiHil  heveno  quene. 


Doute  is  ther  noon,  thou  queen  of  miseri- 

corde,  25 

That  thou  n'art  cause  of  grace  and  mercy 

here  ; 
God  vouched  sauf  thurgh  thee  with  us 

t'acorde. 
For  certes,  Cristes  blisftil  moder  dere, 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  swich  manere, 
As  it  was  first,  of  justice  and  of  yre,       30 
The  rightful  God  nolde  of  no  mercy  here ; 
But  thurgh  thee  han  we  grace,  as  we 

desyre. 

Ever  hath  myn  hope  of  refdt  been  in  thee, 
For  heer-bifom  ful  ofte,  in  many  a  wyso. 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  receyved  me.  35 
But  mercy,  lady,  at  the  grete  assyse, 
Whan  we  shul  come  bifore  the  hye  jus- 

tyse ! 
So  litel  fruit  shal  thanne  in  me  be  founde. 
That,  but  thou  er  that  day  me  fwel 

chastyse. 
Of  verrey  right  my  werk  me  wol  con- 

founde.  40 

Fleeing,  I  flee  for  socour  to  thy  t«nte 
Me  for  to  hyde  from  tempest  fol  of  drede, 
Biseching  you  that  ye  you  not  absente, 
Thoughlbewikke.  O  help  yit  at  this  nede! 
Al  have  I  been  a  beste  in  wille  and  dede, 
Yit,  lady,  thou  me  clothe  with  thy  grace. 
Thyn  enemy  and  myn  (lady,  tak  hede)  47 
XJn-to  my  deeth  in  poynt  is  me  to  chace. 
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OlorioTiB  mayde  nnd  ino<ler,  which  that 

never 
Were  bitter,  neither  in  erthe  nor  in  see,  5r> 
But  ftil  of  swetnesso  and  of  mercy  ever, 
Help  that  my  fader  be  not  wroth  with  me ! 
8pek  thon,  for  I  ne  dar  not  him  y-see. 
So  have  I  doon  in  erthe,  alias  ther-whyle ! 
That  certes,  hut-if  thou  my  socour  be,  55 
To  stinKjeteme  ho  wol  my  gost  exylo. 

He  vouched  sauf,  tel  him,  as  was  his  willo, 
Bioome  a  man,  to  have  our  alliaunoe, 
And  with  his  precious  blood  ho  wroot  the 

bille 
UiM>n  the  crois,  as  general  acquitaunce. 
To  eveiy  penitent  in  ful  creaunce  ;        61 
And  therfor,  lady  bright,  thou  for  us 

praye. 
Than  shalt  thon  bothe  stinte  al  his  grev- 

aunce, 
And  make  our  foo  to  fallen  of  his  praye 

I  wot  it  wel,  thou  wolt  ben  our  socour,  65 
Thou  art  so  fdl  of  bountee,  in  certeyn. 
For,  whan  a  soule  falleth  in  errour, 
Tliy  pitee  goth  and  haleth  him  ayeyn. 
Than  makest  thon    his  i>ees  with    his 

sovereyn. 
And  bringest  him  out  of  the  crooked 

strete.  70 

Who^o  thee  loveth  he  shal  not  love  in 

veyn, 
That  shal  he  finde,  as  he  the  ly f  shal  lete. 

Kalenderes  enluminetl  ben  they 

That  in  this  world  ben  lighted  with  thy 

name, 
And  who-so  goth  to  you  the  rights  "^'^7^  75 
Him  thar  not  drede  in  soule  to  be  lame. 
Now,  queen  of  comfort,  sith  thon  art  that 

same 
To  whom  I  seche  for  my  modicyne, 
Lat  not  my  foo  no  more  mj'  wounde  en- 
tame, 
Myn  helo  in-to  thyn  hand  al  I  resigne.  80 

I<ady,  thy  sorwe  can  I  not  portreye 
Under  the  cros,  ne  his  grevous  penaunce. 
But,  for  your  bothes  pejoies,  I  you  preye, 
Lat  not  our  alder  foo  make  his  bobaunce, 
Tliat  he  hath  in  his  listes  of  mischaunce  85 
Convict  that  ye  bothe  have  bought  so 
doro. 


As  I  seide  erst,  thou  ground  of  our  snb- 

staunce, 
Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  eyen  clere ! 

Moises,  that  saugh  the  bush  with  flaumes 

rede 
Brenninge,  of  which  ther  never  a  stikke 

brende,  90 

Was  signe  of  thyn  unwemmed  maiden- 

hede. 
Thou  art  the  bush  on  which  ther  gan 

descende 
The  Holy  Gost,  the  ^hich  that  Moises 

wende 
Had  ben  a-fyr  ;  and  this  was  in  figure. 
Xow  lady,  from  the  fyr  thou  us  defende  95 
Which  that  in  helle  eternally  shal  dure. 

Noble  princesse,  that  never  liaddest  pere, 

Certes,  if  any  comfort  in  us  be, 

That  cometh  of  thee,  thou  Cristes  moder 

dere, 
We  han  non  other  melodye  or  glee      irx) 
Us  to  rojoyse  in  our  adversitee, 
N'  advocat  noon  that  wol  and  dar  so  preye 
For  us,  and  that  for  litel  hjrre  as  ye, 
That  helpen  for  an  Ave-Marie  or  tweye. 

O  verrey  light  of  eyen  that  ben  blinde,  105 
O  verrey  lust  of  labour  and  distresse, 
0  tresorere  of  bountee  to  mankinde, 
Thee  whom    God    chees  to  moder    for 

humblesse ! 
From  his  ancille  he  made  thee  maistresse 
Of  hevene  and  erthe,  our  bille  up  for  to 

bede.  1 10 

Tliis  world  awaiteth  ever  on  thy  good- 

nesse. 
For  thou  ne  failest  never  wight  at  nede. 

Puri)os  I  have  sum  tyme  for  t*enquere, 
Wherfore  and  why  the  Holy  Gost  thee 

sought^. 
Whan  Gabriellesvois  cam  to  thyn  ere.  115 
He  not  to   werre   us   swich   a    wonder 

wroughte, 
But  for  to  save  \\8  that  he  sithen  boughte. 
Tlian  nedeth  us  no  wepen  us  for  to  save, 
But  only  ther  we  did  not,  as  us  oughte, 
Do  penitence,  and  mercy  axe  and  have.  lio 

Queen  of  comfort,  yit  whan  I  me  bi think 
That  I  agilt  have  l>othe,  him  and  thee, 
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And  that  my  soiile  is  worthy  for  to  sinke, 
Alias,  I,  caitif,  whlder  may  I  flee  ? 
Who  shal  nn-to  thy  sone  my  mene  he?  125 
Who,  biit  thy-self,  tliat  art  of  pitee  welle  ? 
Then  hast  more  reuthe  on  onr  adversiteo 
Than  in  this  world  mighte  any  tnnge  telle. 

Bedreese  me,  moder,  and  me  chast^^e, 
For,  certeynly,  n\v  fadres  chastisinge  130 
That  dar  I  nought  ahyden  in  no  wyse  : 
So  hidoos  is  his  rightful  rekeninge. 
Koder,  of  whom  our  mercy  gan  to  springe, 
Beth  ye  my  jnge  and  eek  my  soules  leche ; 
For  ever  in  you  is  pitee  haboundinge  135 
To  eoh  that  wol  of  pitee  you  biseche. 

Sotli  is,  that  God  ne  graunteth  no  pitee 
With-oute  thee ;  for  Ood,  of  his  goodnesse, 
Foryiveth  noon,  but  it  lyke  un-to  thee. 
He  hath  thee  maked  vicaire  and  mais- 
tresse  140 

Of  al  the  world,  and  eek  govemeresso 
Of  hevene,  and  he  represseth  his  justyse 
After  thy  wille,  and  therefore  in  witnesse 
He  hath  thee  crouned  in  so  ryal  wyse. 

Temple  devout,  ther  god  hath  his  won- 
inge,  145 

Fro  which  these  misbileved  pryved  been, 
To  you  my  soule  penitent  I  bringe. 
Beceyve  me  !  I  can  no  farther  Heen  ! 
With  thornos  venimous,  O  lievene  queen, 
For  which  the  erthe  acursed  was  ful  yore, 
I  am  so  wounded,  as  ye  may  wel  seen,  15 1 
That  I  am  lost  almost ; — it  smert  so  sore. 

Virgine,  that  art  so  noble  of  apparaile, 
And  ledeat  us  in-to  the  hye  tour  154 


Of  Paradys,  thou  me  wisse  and  oounsaile, 
IJow  I  may  have  thy  grace  and  thy  socour  ; 
Al  have  I  been  in  filthe  and  in  errour. 
Lady,  un-to  that  court  thou  me  ajourne 
That  cleped  is  thy  bench,  O  fresshe  flour  ! 
Ther-as  that  mercy  ever  shal  sojoume.  160 

Xristus,   thy  sone,   that   in   this  world 

alighte, 
Up-on  the  croe  to  suilre  his  passioun, 
And  feek,  that  Longius  his  herte  pighte, 
And  made  his  herte  blood  to  renne  adoun ; 
And  al  was  this  for  my  salvacioun  ;     165 
And  I  to  him  am  fals  and  eek  unkinde, 
And  yit  he  wol  not  my  dampnacioun — 
This  thanke  I  you,  socour  of  al  mankinde. 

Tsaac  was  figure  of  his  deeth,  certeyn, 
That  so  fer-forth  his  fader  wolde  obeye  170 
That  him  ne  rough te  no>thing  to  be  sla^-n ; 
Right  so  thy  sone  list,  as  a  lamb,  to  doye. 
Now  lady,  ful  of  mercy,  I  you  preye, 
Sith  he  his  mercy  mesured  so  large, 
Bo  ye  not  skant ;  for  alle  wo  singe  and 
seye  175 

That  ye  ben  from  vongeaunce  ay  our  targe. 

Zacharie  yon  clepeth  the  open  wello 
To  wasshe  sinful  soule  out  of  his  gpllt. 
Therfore  this  lessouu  oughto  I  wel  to  telle 
That,  nere  thy  tender  herte,  we  weren 

spilt.  i8o 

Now  lady  brighte,  sith  thou  canst  and  wilt 
Ben  to  the  seed  of  Adam  merciaUe, 
So  bring  us  to  that  palais  that  is  bilt 
To  penitents  that   ben  to  mercy  able. 

Amen.  184 
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11.     THE  COMPL|]YNTE   UNTO  PITE. 


PiTK,  that  I  have  sought  so  yore  ago, 
With  herte  sore,  and  ful  of  besy  peyne. 
That  in  this  world  was  never  wight  so  wo 
With-oute  dethe  ;  and,  if  I  shal  not  feyne, 
ICy  purpos  was,  to  Pite  to  compleyne      5 
Upon  the  cmeltee  and  tirannye 
Of  liove,  that  for  my  trouthe  doth  me  dye. 


And  when  that  I,  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres, 
Had  ever  in  oon  a  tyme  sought  to  speke, 
To  Pite  ran  I,  al  bespreynt  with  teres,  10 
To  preyen  hir  on  Crueltee  m'  awreke. 
But,  er  I  might  with  any  worde  oat- 

breke, 
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Or  tellen  any  of  my  peynes  smerte, 

I  fond  hir  deed,  and  buried  in  an  herte. 

Adonn  I  fel,  when  that  I  sangh  the  hene, 
Deed  as  a  stoon,  whyl  that  the  swog^h  me 

laste ;  i6 

Bat  up  I  roos,  with  colour  ful  diverse, 
And  pitously  on  hir  myn  yfin  caste. 
And  ner  the  corps  I  gan  to  presen  faste, 
And  for  the  soule  I  shoop  me  for  to 

preye ;  ao 

I  fnas  but  lorn ;  ther  -j-nas  no  more  to 

seye. 

Thus  am  I  slayn,  sith  that  Pite  is  deed  ; 
Alias !  that  day !  that  ever  hit  shulde 

falle! 
What  maner  man  dar  now  holde  up  his 

heed? 
To  whom  shal  any  sorwftil  herte  calle  ?  25 
Xow  Crueltee  hath  cast  to  sleen  us  alle, 
In  ydel  hope,  folk  redelees  of  pejue — 
Sith  she  is  deed — ^to  whom  shul  we  com- 

pleyne  ? 

But  yet  encreseth  me  this  wonder  newe, 
That  no  wight  woot  that  she  is  deed,  but  I ; 
So  many  men  as  in  hir  tyme  hir  knewe, 
And  yet  she  dyed  not  so  sodeynly  ;        $2 
For  I  have  sought  hir  ever  ful  besily 
Sith  first  I  hadde  wit  or  mannes  minde  ; 
But  she  was  deed,  er  that  I  coude  hir 
finde.  35 

Aboute  hir  herse  ther  stoden  lustily, 
Withouten  any  wo,  as  thoughte  me, 
Bountee  parfit,  wel  armed  and  richely, 
And  fresshe  Beautee,  Lust,  and  Jolitee, 
Assured  Maner,  Touthe,  and  Honestee,  40 
Wisdom,  Estaat,  [and]  Dreed,  and  Go- 

vemannce, 
Confedred  bothe  by  bonde  and  alliaunce. 

A  compleynt  haddo  I,  wrlten,  in  myn 

bond. 
For  to  have  put  to  Pite  as  a  bille, 
But  whan  I  al  this  companye  ther  fond, 
That  rather  wolden  al  my  cause  spille  46 
Than  do  me  help,  I  held  my  pleynte  stille ; 
For  to  that  folk,  withouten  any  faile, 
Withoute  Pite  may  no  bille  availe. 

Then  leve  I  al  thise  virtues,  sauf  Pite,  50 
Keping  the  ooips,a8  ye  have  herd  me  seyn. 


Confedred  alle  by  bonde  of  Crueltee, 
And  been  assented  that  I  shal  be  tleyjL 
And  I  have  put  my  compleynt  up  ageyn ; 
For  to  my  foos  my  bille  I  dar  not  shewe, 
Theffect  of  which  seith  thus,  in  wordea 
fewe : —  56 

The  BiUe. 

IF  *  Humblest  of  herte,  hyest  of  reverence, 
Benigne  flour,  coroune  of  vertues  alle, 
Sheweth  unto  your  rial  excellence 
Your  servaunt,  if  I  durste  me  so  calle,  60 
His  mortal  harm,  in  which  he  is  y-falle, 
And  noght  al  only  for  his  evel  fare, 
But  for  your  renoun,  as  he  shal  declare. 

*  Hit    stondeth    thus :    your    contraire, 

Crueltee, 
Allyed  is  ageynst  your  regalye  65 

Under  colour  of  womanly  Beautee, 
For    men    [ne]   shuld    not    knowe    hir 

tirannye, 
With  Bountee,  Gentilesse,  and  Curte^ye, 
And  hath  depryved  you  now  of  your  place 
That    hight    "Beautee,    apertenant    to 

Grace.'*  711 

*  For  kindly,  by  your  heritage  right, 
Te  been  annexed  ever  unto  Bountee ; 
And  verrayly  ye  oughte  do  your  might 
To  helpe  Trouthe  in  his  adversitee. 

Ye  been  also  the  coroune  of  Beautee  ;    75 
And  certes,  if  ye  wan  ten  in  thise  twesme, 
The  world  is  lore  ;  ther  fnis  no  more  to 
seyne. 

^  *  Eek  what  availeth  Maner  and  Gen- 
tilesse 
Withoute  you,  benigne  creature  ? 
Shal  Crueltee  be  your  govemeresse  y     fi(> 
Alias !  what  herte  may  hit  longe  endure  ? 
Wherfor,  but  ye  the  rather  take  cure 
To  breke  that  perilous  alliaunce, 
Ye  sleen  hem  that  ben  in  your  obeisaunce. 

'  And  ftirther  over,  if  ye  suffre  this,        M5 
Your  renoun  is  fordo  than  in  a  throwe ; 
Ther  shal  no  man  wite  wel  what  Pite  i& 
Alias !  that  your  renoun  shuld  be  so  lowe ! 
Ye  be  than  fro  your  heritage  y-throwe 
By  Crueltee,  that  occupieth  your  place ;  90 
And  we  despeired,  that  seken  to  your 
grace. 
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*  Have  meroy  on  me,  thou  Herenns  quene, 
That  yon  have  sou^^ht  so  tenderly  and 

yore; 
JjBt  somstreem  of  your  light  on  me  be  sene 
That  love  and  drede  you,  ay  lenger  the 

more.  95 

For,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  I  here  the  sore, 
And,  though  I  be  not  onnning  for  to 

pl^sme, 
For  goddes  love,  have  merpy  on  my  peyne ! 

%  *  My  peyne  is  this,  that  what  so  I  desire 
That  have  I  not,  ne  no-thing  lyk  therto  ; 
And  ever  set  Desire  myn  herte  on  fire ; 
Eek  on  that  other  syde,  wher-so  I  go,  loa 
What  maner  thing  that  may  encrese  wo 
That  have  I  redy,  nnsoght,  everywhere ; 
He  [ne]  lakketh  but  my  deth,  and  than 
my  here.  105 


*  What  nedeth  to  shewe  parcel  of  my 

peyne? 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  bethinke 
I  snfEre,  and  yet  I  dar  not  to  yon  pleyne  ; 
For  wel  I  woot,  al-thongh  I  wake  or 

winke, 
Te  rekke  not  whether  I  fiete  or  sinke.  no 
Bnt  natheles,  my  tronthe  I  shal  snstene 
Unto  my  deeth,  and  that  shal  wel  be 

sene. 

*  This  is  to  seyne,  I  wol  be  yonres  ever  ; 
Though  ye  me  alee  by  Cmeltee,  your  fo, 
Algate  my  spirit  shal  never  dissever     115 
Fro  your  serxyse,  for  any  peyne  or  wo. 
Sith  ye  be  deed — alias  !  that  hit  is  so  ! — 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  may  wel  wepe  and 

pleyne  ij8 

With  herte  sore  and  ful  of  besy  peyne.' 


Here  endeth  the  exdamadon  of  the  Deth  ofPyte. 


III.    THE  BOOK  OP  THE  DUCHESSE. 


The  Proem. 

I  HAVE  gret  wonder,  by  this  lighte, 
How  that  I  live,  for  day  ne  nighte 
I  may  nat  slepe  wel  nigh  noght ; 
I  have  so  many  an  ydel  thoght 
Purely  for  defaute  of  slepe. 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  take  fkepe 
Of  no-thing,  how  hit  cometh  or  goth, 
Ke  me  nis  no-thing  leef  nor  loth. 
Al  is  y-liche  good  to  me — 
Jp3^  or  sorowe,  wherso  hit  be — 
For  I  have  feling  in  no-thing, 
But,  as  it  were,  a  mased  thing, 
Alway  in  point  to  falle  ardoun  ; 
For  fsory  imaginacioun 
Is  alway  hoolly  in  my  minde. 

And  wel  ye  woot,  agaynes  kinde 
Hit  were  to  liven  in  this  wyse ; 
For  nature  wolde  nat  sufiyse 
To  noon  erthely  creature 
Not  longe  tyme  to  endure 


10 


15 


so 


Withoute  slepe,  and  be[en]  in  sorwe  ; 

And  I  ne  may,  ne  night  ne  morwe, 

Slepe;  and  f  thus  melanoolye, 

And  dreed  I  have  for  to  dye, 

Defaute  of  slepe,  and  hevinesso  2$ 

Hath  sleyn  my  spirit  of  quiknease. 

That  I  have  lost  al  lustihede. 

Suche  fantasyes  ben  in  myn  hede 

So  I  not  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  mighte  axe  me,  why  so        30 
I  may  not  slepe,  and  what  me  is  ? 
But  natheles,  who  aske  this 
Leseth  his  acting  trewely. 
My-selven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sooth  ;  but  trewely,  as  I  gesse,         35 
I  holdfi  hit  be  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  suifred  this  eight  yere, 
And  yet  my  bote  is  never  the  nere ; 
For  ther  is  phisicien  but  oon. 
That  may  me  hele ;  but  that  is  doon.    40 
Passe  we  over  until  eft ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left ; 
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Our  first  matore  is  good  to  kepe. 

So  whan  I  saw  I  might  not  slepOf 
Til  now  late,  this  other  night,  45 

Upon  my  bedde  I  sat  upright, 
And  had  oon  reoho  me  a  hook, 
A  romannco,  and  he  hit  me  took 
To  rede  and  dryve  the  night  away  ; 
For  me  thoght«  it  hetter  play  50 

Then  playe[n]  either  at  chesse  or  tables. 

And  in  this  hoke  were  writen  fables 
Tliat  clerkes  hadde,  in  olde  tyme. 
And  other  poets,  put  in  ryme 
To  rede,  and  for  to  be  in  minde  55 

Whyl  men  loved  the  lawe  of  kinde. 
This  book  ne  spak  bnt  of  such  thinges, 
Of  queues  lyves,  and  of  kinges. 
And  many  othere  thinges  smale. 
Amonge  al  this  I  fond  a  tale  60 

That  me  thoughte  a  wonder  thing. 

This  was  the  tale  :  Ther  was  a  king 
That  highte  Seys,  and  hadde  a  wyf, 
The  beste  that  mighte  here  lyf ; 
And  this  queue  highte  Alcyone.  65 

So  hit  befel,  therafter  sone, 
This  king  wolde  wendcn  over  see. 
To  tellen  shortly,  whan  that  he 
Was  in  the  see,  thus  in  this  wyse, 
Soche  a  tempest  gan  to  ryse  70 

That  brak  hir  mast,  and  made  it  falle, 
And  clofbe  hir  ship,  and  dreinto  hem  alle, 
That  never  was  founden,  as  it  telles, 
Bord  ne  man,  no  nothing  elles. 
Right  thus  this  king  Seys  loste  his  lyf.  75 

Now  ffor  to  spoken  of  his  wyf : — 
This  lady,  that  was  left  at  homo. 
Hath  wonder,  that  the  king  ne  como 
Hoom,  for  hit  was  a  longe  termo. 
Anon  her  herte  tgan  to  erme  ;  80 

And  for  that  hir  thoughte  evcrmo 
Hit  was  not  wel  >|-he  dwelte  so, 
She  longed  so  after  the  king 
That  certes,  hit  were  a  pitous  thing 
To  telle  hir  hertely  sorwful  lyf  85 

That  fhadde,  alas  !  this  noble  wyf; 
For  him  she  loved  alder  best. 
Anon  she  sente  bothe  eest  and  west 
To  soke  him,  but  they  founde  nought. 

'  Alas! '  quoth  she,  'that  I  was  wrought ! 
And  wher  my  lord,  my  love,  l>o  deed  ?  91 
C!ort«s,  I  nil  never  ete  breed, 
I  make  a-vowe  to  my  god  here, 


But  I  mowe  of  my  lordo  here  !* 

Such  sorwe  this  lady  to  her  took  95 

That  trewely  I,  which  made  this  book. 

Had  swich  pite  and  gwich  rowthe 

To  rede  hir  sorwe,  that,  by  my  trowthe, 

I  ferde  the  worse  al  the  morwe 

After,  to  theuken  on  her  sorwe.  100 

So  whan  "t^e  eoude  here  no  word 
That  no  man  mighte  finde  hir  lord, 
Ful  oft  she  swouned,  and  seide  '  alas ! ' 
For  sorwe  ftd  nigh  wood  she  was, 
Ne  she  coude  no  reed  but  oon  ;  105 

But  doun  on  knees  she  sat  anoon, 
And  fweep,  that  pite  was  to  here. 

'  A  !  mercy  !  swete  lady  dere  ! ' 
Quod  she  to  Juno,  hir  goddesse  ; 
'  Help  me  out  of  this  distresse,  i  to 

And  yeve  me  grace  my  lord  to  see 
Sone,  or  wite  wher-so  he  be, 
Or  how  he  fareth,  or  in  what  wyse, 
And  I  shal  make  you  sacriiyse. 
And  hoolly  youres  become  I  shal  1 15 

With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al  ; 
And  but  thou  wilt  this,  lady  swete, 
Send  me  grace  to  slepe,  and  mete 
In  my  slepe  som  oerteyn  sweven, 
Wher-through  that  I  may  knowen  even 
Whether  my  lord  be  quik  or  deed.'        lai 
With  that  word  she  heng  doun  the  heed. 
And  fil  a-swown  as  cold  as  ston  ; 
Hir  women  caughte  her  up  anon. 
And  broghten  hir  in  bed  al  naked,       135 
And  she,  forwepetl  and  forwaked. 
Was  wery,  and  thus  the  dede  sleep 
Fil  on  her,  or  she  toke  keep, 
Through  Juno,  that  had  herd  hir  bone, 
That  made  hir  [for]  to  slepe  sone  ;         150 
For  as  she  prayde,  f  so  was  don. 
In  dede  ;  for  Juno,  right  anon, 
Called  thus  her  messagere 
To  do  her  erande,  and  he  com  nerc. 
Whan  he  was  come,  she  bad  him  thus :  135 
'  GK)  bet,'  quod  Juno,  '  to  Morpheus, 
Thou  knowest  him  wel,  the  god  of  sleep  ; 
Now  understond  wel,  and  tak  keep. 
Sey  thus  on  my  halfe,  that  he 
Go  faste  into  the  grete  see,  140 

And  bid  him  that,  on  alle  thing, 
He  take  up  Seys  body  the  king, 
Tliiit  lyth  ful  pale  and  no-thing  rody. 
Bid  him  crepe  into  the  lx)d;i% 
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And  do  it  goon  to  Alcyone  145 

The  quene,  ther  she  lytb  alone, 
And  sliewe  hir  shortly,  hit  is  no  nay, 
How  hit  was  dreynt  this  other  day  ; 
And  do  ^e  body  speke  fso 
Bight  as  hit  -was  wont  to  do,  150 

The  whyles  that  hit  was  on  lyve. 
Go  now  faste,  and  hy  thee  blyve  ! ' 

This  messager  took  leve  and  wente 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente 
Til  he  com  to  the  derke  valeye  155 

That  stant  bytwene  roches  tweye, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  com  ne  gras, 
Ne  tree,  ne  fnothing  that  ought  was, 
Beste,  ne  man,  ne  ^nothing  eUes, 
Save  ther  were  a  fewe  welles  160 

Game  renning  fro  the  diffes  adonn. 
That  made  a  deedly  sloping  sonn, 
And  ronnen  donn  right  by  a  cave 
That  was  tinder  a  rokke  y-grave 
Amid  the  valey,  wonder  depe.  165 

Ther  thise  goddes  laye  and  slei>e, 
Morpheas,  and  Eclympasteyre, 
That  was  the  god  of  slepes  heyre. 
That  slepe  and  did  non  other  werk. 

This  cave  was  also  as  derk  170 

As  heUe  pit  over-al  abonte ; 
They  had  good  leyser  for  to  ronte 
To  envye,  who  might  slepe  beste ; 
Some  henge  hir  chin  upon  hir  breste 
And  fslepe  npright,  l;>ir  heed  y-hed,     175 
And  some  lay[e]  naked  in  hir  bed, 
And  slepe  whyles  the  dayes  laste. 

This  messager  com  flying  faste, 
And  cryed,  *  O  ho  !  awak  anon  ! '  179 

Hit  was  for  noght ;  ther  herde  him  non. 

*  Awak  ! '  quod  he,  *  who  is,  lyth  there  ? ' 
And  blew  his  horn  right  in  hir  ere, 
And  crsred  *  awaketh  !  *  wonder  hy6. 
This  god  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  yO 

Oast  np,  faxed,  *  who  olepeth  there  ? '  185 
'  Hit  am  I,'  quod  this  messagere ; 

*  Juno  bad  thon  shttldest  goon ' — 
And  tolde  him  what  he  sholde  doon 
As  I  have  told  yow  here-tofore  ; 

Hit  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more ;  190 

And  wente  his  wey,  whan  he  had  sayd. 

Anon  this  god  of  slepe  a-brayd 
Oat  of  his  slejie,  and  gan  to  goon, 
And  did  as  he  had  bede  him  doon  ; 
Took  ap  the  dreynte  body  sone,  195 


And  bar  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 
His  wyf  the  qaene,  ther-as  she  lay, 
Right  even  a  qaarter  before  day. 
And  stood  right  at  hir  beddes  fete. 
And  called  hir,  right  as  she  bete,         200 
By  name,  and  seyde,  *  my  swete  wyf, 
Awak !  let  be  yoar  sorwfol  lyf ! 
For  in  yoar  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed  ; 
For  certes,  swete,  I  fnam  bat  deed  ; 
Ye  shol  me  never  on  lyve  y-see.  305 

Bat  good  swete  herte,  [look]  that  ye 
Bary  my  body,  fat  whiche  a  tyde 
Ye  mowe  hit  finde  the  see  be^yde  ; 
And  far-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  blisse  ! 
I  praye  god  joxa  sorwe  lisse  ;  310 

To  litel  whyl  oar  blisse  lasteth ! ' 

With  that  hir  eyen  ap  she  casteth, 
And  saw  noght ;    *  f  A ! '   qaod  she,  ^  for 

sorwe ! ' 
And  deyed  within  the  thridde  morwe. 
Bat  what  she  sayde  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now,  216 

Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dwelle ; 
Hy  first  matere  I  wil  yow  teUe, 
Wherfor  I  have  told  this  thing 
Of  Alcione  and  S^ys  the  king.  aao 

For  thas  moche  dar  I  8ay(e]  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  everydel, 
And  deed,  right  throogh  defaute  of  sleep. 
If  I  nad  red  and  take[n]  keep 
Of  this  tale  next  before :  225 

And  I  wol  telle  yow  whexfore ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  had  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynt«  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping.  250 

Whan  I  had  red  this  tale  wel, 
And  over-loked  hit  evcTydel, 
Me  though te  wonder  if  hit  were  so ; 
For  I  had  never  herd  speke,  or  tho. 
Of  no  goddes  that  coude  make  235 

Men  [for]  to  slepe,  ne  for  to  wake ; 
For  I  ne  knew  never  god  bat  oon« 
And  in  my  game  I  sayde  anoon — 
And  3ret  me  list  right  ovel  to  pleye — 
*  Bather  then  that  I  shulde  deye  240 

Throogh  defaute  of  sleping  thus, 
I  wolde  3rivo  thilke  Morpheus, 
Or  his  goddesse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  Bom  wight  elles,  I  ne  roghte  who — 
To  make  me  slepe  and  have  som  reste — 
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I  wil  yive  him  the  alder-beste  246 

Yift  that  ever  he  ahood  his  lyve, 

And  here  on  warde,  right  now,  as  blyre ; 

If  he  wol  make  me  slepe  a  lyte, 

Of  downe  of  pore  dowyea  whjrte  350 

I  wil  yive  him  a  fether-bed, 

Bajred  with  golde,  and  right  wel  clod 

In  fyn  blak  satin  dontremere, 

And  many  a  pilow,  and  every  here 

Of  clothe  of  Beynes,  to  slope  softe  ;      255 

Him  thar  not  node  to  tnmen  ofte. 

And  I  wol  yive  him  al  that  faMeB 

To  a  chambre  ;  and  al  his  halles 

I  wol  do  peynte  with  pore  golde, 

And  tapite  hem  fdl  many  folde  960 

Of  00  sate ;  this  shal  he  have, 

If  I  wiste  wher  were  his  cave, 

If  he  can  make  me  slepe  sone. 

As  did  the  goddesse  f  Alcione. 

And  thns  this  like  god,  Morpheus,       265. 

May  winne  of  me  mo  fete  thus 

Than  ever  he  wan  ;  and  to  Juno, 

That  is  his  goddesse,  I  shal  so  do, 

I  trow  that  she  shal  holde  her  payd.' 

I  hadde  unneth  that  word  y-sayd     270 
Bight  thns  as  I  have  told  hit  yow, 
That  sodeynly,  I  niste  how, 
Bwich  a  lost  anoon  me  took 
To  slepe,  that  right  npon  my  book 
I  fil  aslepe,  and  therwith  even  275 

Me  mette  so  inly  swete  a  sweven, 
So  wonderftil,  that  never  yit 
I  trowe  no  man  hadde  the  wit 
To  conne  wel  my  sweven  rede  ; 
No,  not  Joseph ,  withoute  drede,  280 

Of  Egipte,  he  that  redde  so 
The  kinges  meting  Pharao, 
No  more  than  conde  the  leste  of  us  ; 
Ne  nat  scarsly  Macrobeos, 
(He  that  wroot  al  th'avisioon  285 

That  he  mette,  king  Scipionn, 
The  noble  man,  the  A£frioan — 
Swiche  mervayles  fortuned  than) 
I  trowe,  a-rede  my  dremes  even. 
Lo,  thns  hit  was,  this  was  my  sweven.  290 

The  Dream, 

Mb  thonghte  thus  : — that  hit  was  May, 

And  in  the  dawning  ther  I  lay, 

Me  mette  thus,  in  my  bed  al  naked  : —       | 


f  I  loked  forth,  for  I  was  waked 
With  smale  foules  a  gret  hepe,  295 

That  had  afirayed  me  out  of  f  slepe 
Through  noyse  and  swetnesse  of  hir  song ; 
And,  as  me  mette,  they  sate  among. 
Upon  my  ohambre-roof  withoute, 
Upon  the  tyles,  fal  a-boute,  300 

And  songen,  everich  in  his  wyse, 
The  moste  solempne  servyse 
By  note,  that  ever  man,  I  trowe, 
Had  herd  ;  for  som  of  hem  song  lowe, 
Som  hye,  and  al  of  oon  acorde.  305 

To  telle  shortly,  at  00  worde. 
Was  never  y-herd  so  swete  a  Steven, 
But  hit  had  be  a  thing  of  heven  ; — 
So  mery  a  soun,  so  swete  entunes. 
That  certes,  for  the  tonne  of  Tewnes,  310 
I  nolde  but  I  had  herd  hem  singe ; 
For  al  my  chambre  gan  to  ringe 
Through  singing  of  hir  armonye. 
For  instrument  nor  melodye 
Was  nowher  herd  yet  half  so  swete,     315 
Nor  of  acorde  half  so  mete  ; 
For  ther  was  noon  of  hem  that  feyned 
To  singe,  for  eoh  of  hem  him  peyned 
To  flnde  out  mery  crafty  notes  ; 
They  ne  spared  not  hir  throtes.  320 

And,  sooth  to  seyn,  my  chambre  was 
Ful  wel  depeynted,  and  with  glas 
Were  al  the  windowes  wel  y-glased, 
Ful  dere,  and  nat  an  hole  y-crased, 
That  to  beholde  hit  was  gret  joye.        325 
For  hooUy  al  the  storie  of  Troye 
Was  in  the  glasing  y-wroght  thus, 
Of  Ector  and  fking  Priamus, 
Of  Achilles  and  fLamedon, 
Of  fMedea  and  of  Jason,  330 

Of  Paris,  Eleyne,  and  Lavyne. 
And  f  alle  the  walles  with  colours  fyne 
Were  peynted,  bothe  text  and  glose, 
fOf  al  the  Bomaunce  of  the  Boso. 
My  windowes  weren  shet  echon,  335 

And  through  the  glas  the  sunne  shon 
Upon  my  bed  with  brighte  hemes, 
With  many  glade  gilden  stremes  ; 
And  eek  the  welken  was  so  fair. 
Blew,  bright,  clere  was  the  air,  340 

And  All  atempre,  for  sothe,  hit  was  ; 
For  nother  f  cold  nor  hoot  hit  nas, 
Ne  in  al  the  welken  was  a  oloude. 
And  as  I  lay  thus,  wonder  loude 
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Ke  thon^hte  I  herde  an  htinte  blowe   345 
T*  assaye  his  horn,  and  for  to  knowe 
Whether  hit  were  clere  or  hors  of  sonno. 

f  I  herde  goinge,  np  and  donne, 
Men,  hors,  honndes,  and  other  thing ; 
And  al  men  speken  of  hunting,  350 

How  they   wolde    slee    the   hert   with 

strengthe, 
And  how  the  hert  had,  npon  lengthe. 
So  moche  embosed,  I  not  now  what. 
Anon-right,  whan  I  herde  that, 
How  that  they  wolde  on  hunting  goon, 
I  was  right  glad,  and  up  anoon ;  356 

[I]  took  my  hors,  and  forth  I  wente 
Out  of  my  chambre  ;  I  never  stente 
Til  I  com  to  the  feld  withoute. 
Ther  overtook  I  a  gret  route  360 

Of  huntes  and  eek  of  foresteres. 
With  many  relayes  and  lymeres, 
And  hyed  hem  to  the  forest  faste. 
And  I  with  hem ; — so  at  the  laste 
I  asked  oon,  ladde  a  lymere : —  365 

*  Say,  felow,  who  shal  hunte[n]  here  ? ' 
(^od  I ;  and  he  answerde  ageyn, 

*  Sir,  th'emperour  Octovien,' 
Quod  he,  *■  and  is  heer  faste  by.' 

*■  A  goddes  halfe,  in  good  tyme,'  quod  I, 

*  Go  we  faste ! '  and  gan  to  ryde.  371 
Whan  we  came  to  the  forest-sydo, 
Every  man  dide,  right  anoon, 

As  to  hunting  fil  to  doon. 
The  mayster-hunte  anoon,  fot-hoot,     375 
With  a  gret  home  blew  three  moot 
At  the  uncoupling  of  his  houndes. 
Within  a  whyl  the  hert  [y]-founde  is, 
Y-halowed,  and  rechased  faste 
Longe  t3rme ;  and  fat  the  laste,  380 

Tliis  hert  rused  and  stal  away 
Fro  alle  the  houndes  a  prevy  way. 
The  houndes  had  overshote  hem  alle, 
And  were  on  a  defaute  y-falle ; 
Therwith  the  hunte  wonder  faste         385 
Blew  a  forloyn  at  the  laste. 

I  was  go  walked  fro  my  tree. 
And  as  I  wente,  ther  cam  by  me 
A  whelp,  that  fanned  me  as  I  stood, 
That  hadde  y-folowed,  and  coude  no  good. 
Hit  com  and  creep  to  me  as  lowe,         391 
Bight  as  hit  hadde  me  y-knowe, 
Hild  doun  his  heed  and  joyned  his  eres, 
And  lejrde  al  smothe  doun  his  heres.    ■ 
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I  wolde  han  caught  hit,  and  anoon 

Hit  fledde,  and  was  fro  me  goon  ; 

And  I  him  folwed,  and  hit  forth  wente 

Doun  by  a  floury  grene  wente 

Ful  thikke  of  gras,  fill  sofbe  and  swete. 

With  floures  fele,  faire  under  fete,      400 

And  litel  used,  hit  seemed  thus  ; 

For  bothe  Flora  and  Zephirus, 

They  two  that  make  floures  growe, 

Had  mad  hir  dwelling  ther,  I  trowe ; 

For  hit  was,  on  to  beholde,  405 

As  thogh  the  erthe  envye  wolde 

To  be  gayer  than  the  heven. 

To  have  mo  floures,  swiche  seven 

As  in  the  welken  sterres  be. 

Hit  had  forgete  the  povertee  410 

That  winter,  through  his  oolde  morwes, 

Had  mad  hit  8uffre[n],  and  his  sorwes ; 

Al  was  forgeten,  and  that  was  sene. 

For  al  the  wode  was  waxen  grene, 

Swetnesse  of  dewe  had  mad  it  waxe.    415 

Hit  is  no  need  eek  for  to  axe 
Wher  ther  were  mfiny  grene  greves. 
Or  thikke  of  trees,  so  ful  of  leves ; 
And  every  tree  stood  l?y  him-selve 
Fro  other  wel  ten  foot  or  twelve.  420 

So  grete  trees,  so  huge  of  strengthe, 
Of  fourty  or  fifty  fadme  lengthe, 
Clene  withoute  bough  or  stikke. 
With  oroppes  brode,  and  eek  as  thikke — 
They  were  nat  an  inche  a-sonder —      425 
That  hit  was  shadwe  over-al  under  ; 
And  many  an  hert  and  many  an  hinde 
Was  both  before  me  and  bihinde. 
Of  founes,  sonres,  bnkkes,  do€s 
Was  ful  the  wode,  and  many  ro^,       430 
And  many  squirelles,  that  sete 
Ful  hye  upon  the  trees,  and  ete, 
And  in  hir  manor  made  festes. 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ful  of  bestes. 
That  thogh  Argus,  the  noble  countour, 
Sete  to  rekene  in  his  countour,  436 

And  rekene[d]  with  his  figures  ten — 
For  by  tho  figures  mowe  al  ken, 
If  they  be  crafty,  rekene  and  noumbre. 
And  telle  of  every  thing  the  noumbre — 
Yet  shulde  he  fayle  to  rekene  even      441 
The  wondres,  me  mette  in  my  sweven. 

But  forth  they  romed  fwonder  &Bte 
Doun  the  wode ;  so  at  the  laste 
I  was  war  of  a  man  in  blak,  445 
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That  sat  and  bad  y-tomed  his  bak 

To  an  oke,  an  hage  tree. 

*  Lord,'  thoghte  I,  *  who  may  that  be  ? 

What  aylcth  him  to  sitten  here  ? ' 

Anoon-rlght  I  wente  nere  ;  450 

Than  fond  I  sitte  even  npright 

A  wonder  wel-faringe  knight — 

By  the  maner  me  thoughte  so — 

Of  good  mochel,  and  fyong  therto, 

Of  the  age  of  four  and  twenty  yeer.      455 

UiK>n  his  berde  bat  litel  beer, 

And  he  was  clothed  al  in  blakke. 

I  stalked  even  nnto  his  bakke, 

And  ther  I  stood  as  stille  as  onght, 

That,  sooth  to  saye^  he  saw  me  nought, 

For-why  he  heng  his  heed  adonne.       461 

And  with  a  deedly  sorwfol  sonne 

He  made  of  ryme  ten  vers  pr  twelve, 

Of  a  compleynt  to  bim-selve, 

The  moste  pite,  the  moste  rowthe,       465 

That  ever  I  lierde  ;  for,  by  my  t  rowthe. 

Hit  was  gret  wonder  that  nature 

Might  suffre[n]  any  creature 

To  have  swich  sorwe,  and  be  not  deed. 

Fnl  pitous,  pale,  and  nothing  reed,      470 

He  sayde  a  lay,  a  maner  song, 

Withoute  note,  withoute  song, 

And  hit  was  this  ;  for  ■j'wel  I  can 

Beherse  hit ;  right  thus  hit  began. — 

f  *  I  have  of  sorwe  so  gret  woon,  475 

That  jojre  gete  I  never  noon, 

Now  that  I  see  my  lady  bright, 

Which  I  have  loved  with  al  my  might, 
Is  fro  me  deed,  and  is  Brgoon.f  479 

'il Alias,  [o]  deeth !  what  ayleth  thee,    481 
That  thou  noldest  have  taken  me, 

Whan  that  thou  toke  my  lady  swete  ? 
That  was  so  fayr,  so  fresh,  so  free, 
So  good,  that  men  may  wel  [y]-see        485 

Of  al  goodnesse  she  had  no  mete  ! ' — 
Whan  he  had  mad  thus  his  oomplaynte. 
His  sorowful  herte  gan  faste  faynte. 
And  his  spirites  wexen  dede  ; 
The  blo<Kl  was  fled,  for  pure  drede,      490 
Doun  to  Ills  herte,  to  make  him  warm — 
For  wel  hit  feled  the  herte  had  harm — 
To  wite  eek  why  hit  was  a-drad 
By  kinde,  and  for  to  make  hit  glad ; 
For  hit  is  membre  principal  495 

Of  the  body ;  and  that  made  al 
His  hewe  chaunge  and  wexe  grene 


And  pale,  for  ^-no  blood  was  sene 
In  no  maner  lime  of  his. 

Anoon  therwith  whan  I  saw  this,     500 
He  ferde  thus  evel  ther  he  sete, 
I  wente  and  stood  right  at  his  fete, 
And  grettd  him,  but  he  spak  noght, 
But  argued  with  his  owne  thoght. 
And  in  his  witt«  disputed  fiute  505 

Why  and  how  his  lyf  might  laste  ; 
Him  thoughte  his  sorwes  were  so  smerte 
And  lay  so  colde  upon  his  herte  ; 
So,  through  his  sorwe  and  hevy  thoght, 
Made  him  that  he  ne  herde  me  noght ; 
For  he  had  wel  nigh  lost  his  minde,     511 
Thogh  Ban,  that  men  clei)e  god  of  kinde, 
Were  for  his  sorwes  never  so  wrooth. 

But  at  the  laste,  to  sayn  right  sooth. 
He  was  war  of  me,  how  I  stood  515 

Before  him,  and  dide  of  myn  htxKl. 
And  igreWi  Ixim,  as  I  best  coudo. 
Debonairly,  and  no-thing  londe, 
He  sayde,  *  I  prey  thee,  be  not  wrooth, 
I  herde  thee  not,  to  sayn  the  sooth,      5^0 
Ne  I  saw  thee  not,  sir,  trewely.' 

'  A  !  goode  sir,  no  fors,'  quod  I, 
^I  am  right  sory  if  I  have  ought 
Destroubled  yow  out  of  your  thought ; 
For-yive  me  if  I  have  mis-take.'  5^5 

'  Yis,  th'  amendes  is  light  to  make,* 
Quod  he,  *  for  ther  lyth  noon  ther-to ; 
Ther  is  no-thing  missayd  nor  do.* 

Lo  !  how  goodly  spak  this  knight, 
As  it  had  been  another  wight ;  530 

He  made  it  nouther  tough  ne  queynte. 
And  I  saw  that,  and  gan  me  aqueynte 
With  him,  and  fond  him  so  tretable. 
Bight  wonder  skilful  and  resonable, 
As  me  thoghte,  for  al  his  bale.  535 

Anoon-right  I  gan  finde  a  tale 
To  him,  to  loke  wher  I  might  ought 
Have  more  knowing  of  his  thought. 

'  Sir,'  quod  I,  *  this  game  is  doon  ; 
I  holde  that  this  hert  be  goon  ;  .540 

Thise  huntes  conne  him  nowher  see.* 

'  I  do  no  fors  therof,'  quod  he, 
'  My  thought  is  ther-on  never  a  del.* 

'  By  our  lord,'  quod  I,  *  I  trow  yow  wel, 
Bight  so  me  thinketh  by  your  chere.   545 
But,  sir,  00  thing  wol  ye  here  ? 
Me  thinketh,  in  gret  sorwe  I  yow  see 
But  certes,  [good]  sir,  yif  that  ye 
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Wolde  ought  discure  me  your  wo, 

I  woldoi  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so,  550 

Amende  hit,  yif  I  can  or  may  ; 

Ye  mowe  preve  hit  by  assay. 

For,  by  my  tronthe,  to  make  yow  hool, 

I  wol  do  al  my  power  hool ; 

And  telleth  me  of  yonr  sorwes  smerte, 

Faraventnre  hit  may  ese  your  herte,    556 

That  semeth  fnl  seke  under  yonr  syde.' 

With  that  he  loked  on  me  asyde, 
As  who  sayth,  *  nay,  that  wol  not  be.' 

*  Grannt  mercy,  gode  frend,'  quod  he, 

*  I  thanke  thee  that  thou  woldest  so,    561 
Bat  hit  may  never  the  rather  be  do. 

Ko  man  may  my  sorwe  glade. 

That    maketh    my    hewe    to    faUe    and 

fade. 
And  hath  myn  nnderstonding  lorn,     565 
That  me  is  wo  tliat  I  was  born  ! 
May  noght  make  my  sorwes  slyde, 
Nought  the  remedies  of  Ovyde ; 
Ne  Orpheus,  god  of  melodye, 
Ne  Bedalus,  with  f  playes  slye  ;  570 

Ke  hele  me  may  tphisicien, 
Koght  Ipocras,  ne  GaUen  ; 
He  is  wo  that  I  live  houres  twelve  ; 
But  who  so  wol  assaye  him-selve 
Whether  his  herte  oan  have  pit-e  575 

Of  any  sorwe,  lat  him  see  me. 
I  wrecche,  that  deeth  hath  mad  al  naked 
Of  alle  blisse  that  was  ever  maked, 
Y-worthe  worste  of  alle  wightes, 
That  hate  my  dayes  and  my  nightes ;  580 
My  lyf,  my  lustes  be  me  lothe, 
For  al  welfare  and  I  be  wrothe. 
The  pure  deeth  is  so  -j-my  fo, 
fThogh  I  wolde  deye,  hit  wolde  not  so  ; 
For  whan  I  folwe  hit,  hit  wol  flee  ;       585 
I  wolde  have  fhit,  hit  nil  not  me. 
This  is  my  peyne  withoute  reed, 
Alway  deying,  and  be  not  deed, 
That  f  Sesiphus,  that  lyth  in  helle, 
May  not  of  more  sorwe  telle.  590 

And  who  so  wiste  al,  by  my  trouthe, 
My  sorwe,  but  he  hadde  routhe 
And  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte, 
That  man  hath  a  feendly  herte. 
For  who  so  seeth  me  first  on  morwe     595 
May  seyn,  he  hath  [y}-met  with  sorwe ; 
For  I  am  sorwe  and  sorwe  is  I. 
^  Alias !  and  I  wol  t-elle  the  why  ; 


My  f  song  is  turned  to  pleynuig, 

And  al  my  laughter  to  weping,  600 

My  glade  thoghtes  to  hevinesse, 

In  travaile  is  myn  ydelnesse 

And  eek  my  reste ;  my  wele  is  wo. 

My  good  is  harm,  and  ever-mo 

In  wrathe  is  turned  my  pleying,  605 

And  my  delyt  in-to  sorwing. 

Myn  hele  is  turned  into  seeknesse, 

In  drede  is  al  my  sikemesse. 

To  derke  is  turned  al  my  light, 

My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night,  610 

My  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  waking, 

My  mirthe  and  meles  is  fasting, 

My  countenaunce  is  nycete. 

And  al  abaved  wher-so  I  be. 

My  pees,  in  pleding  and  in  werre ;        615 

Alias !  how  mighte  I  fare  werre  ? 

'■  My  boldnesse  is  turned  to  shame, 
For  fals  Fortune  hath  pleyd  a  game 
Atte  ches  with  me,  alias  !  the  whyle  ! 
The  trayteresse  fals  and  ful  of  gyle,      620 
That  al  behoteth  and  no-thing  halt, 
She  goth  upright  and  yet  she  halt, 
That  baggeth  foule  and  loketh  faire. 
The  dispitousd  debonaire. 
That  scometh  many  a  creature  !  635 

An  ydole  of  fals  portraiture 
Is  she,  for  she  wil  sone  wryen  ; 
She  is  the  monstres  heed  y-wryen, 
As  filth  over  y-strawed  with  floures  ; 
Hir  moste  worship  and  hir  fflour  is    630 
To  lyen,  for  that  is  hir  nature ; 
Withoute  feyth,  lawe,  or  mesure 
She  is  fals  ;  and  ever  laughinge 
With  oon  eye,  and  that  other  wepinge. 
That  is  broght  up,  she  set  al  doun.        655 
I  lykne  hir  to  the  scorpioun. 
That  is  a  fals  flatering  beste  ; 
For  with  his  hede  he  maketh  feste, 
But  al  amid  his  flateringe 
With  his  tayle  he  wol  stinge,  640 

And  envenyme  ;  and  so  wol  she. 
She  is  th'  envyous  charite 
Tliat  is  ay  fals,  and  semeth  wele ; 
So  tumeth  she  hir  false  whele 
Aboute,  for  it  is  no-thing  stable,  645 

Now  by  the  fyre,  now  at  table ; 
Ful  many  oon  hath  she  thus  y-blent. 
She  is  pley  of  enchauntement. 
That  semeth  oon  and  is  nat  so. 
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The  false  theef !  what  hath  she  do,      650 
Trowest  thou  ?    by  onr  lord,  I  wol  thee 

seye. 
Atte  ches  with  me  she  gan  to  pleye : 
With  hir  false  dranghtes  divers 
She  stal  on  me,  and  took  my  fers 
And  whan  1  saw  my  fers  aweye,  655 

Alas  !  I  couthe  no  lender  pleye. 
But  seyde,  *•  farwel,  swete,  y-wis, 
And  farwel  al  that  over  ther  is  ! " 
Therwith  Fortune  seyde  "  chek  here  ! " 
And   "mate!"    in   fmid  x>oin^te  of  the 

chekkere  66u 

With  a  poune  erraunt,  alias  ! 
Ful  craftier  to  pley  she  was 
Than  Athalus,  that  made  the  game 
First  of  the  ches  :  so  was  his  name. 
But  god  wolde  I  had  ones  or  twyes       665 
Y-koud  and  knowe  the  jenpardycs 
That  coude  the  Orok  Pithagores  ! 
I  shulde  have  pleyd  the  bet  at  ches, 
And  kept  my  fers  the  bet  therby ; 
And  thogh  wherto  ?  for  trewely  670 

I  hold  that  wish  nat  worth  a  stree  1 
Hit  had  be  never  the  bet  for  me. 
For  Fortune  can  so  many  a  wyle, 
Ther  be  but  fowe  can  hir  begyle, 
And  eek  she  is  the  las  to  blame ;  675 

My-self  I  woldo  have  do  the  same. 
Before  god^  hodde  I  been  as  she ; 
She  oghte  the  more  excused  be. 
For  this  I  say  yet  more  therto, 
Hadde  I  be  god  and  mighte  have  do    680 
My  wiUe,  whan  fmy  fers  she  caughte, 
I  wolde  have  drawe  the  same  draughte. 
For,  also  wis  god  yive  me  reste, 
I  dar  wel  swere  she  took  the  beste  ! 
'But   through  that  draughte  I  have 

lorn  685 

My  blisse ;  alias  !  that  I  was  bom ! 
For  evermore,  I  trowe  trewly, 
For  al  my  wil,  my  lust  hooUy 
Is  turned  ;  but  yet,  what  to  done  ? 
By  our  lord,  hit  is  to  deyo  sone  !  690 

For  no-thing  I  [nc]  leve  it  noght. 
But  live  and  deyo  right  in  this  thoght. 
f  Ther  nis  planete  in  firmament, 
Ne  in  air,  ne  in  erthe,  noon  element, 
Tliat  they  ne  yive  me  a  yifb  echoon      695 
Of  weping,  whan  I  am  lUoon. 
For  whan  that  I  avyse  me  wel. 


And  bethenke  me  every-del, 

How  that  ther  lyth  in  rekening. 

In  my  sorwe,  for  northing  ;  700 

And  how  ther  leVeth  no  gladnesse 

May  gladde  me  of  my  distresse, 

And  how  I  have  lost  snifisance, 

And  therto  I  have  no  plesance. 

Than  may  I  say,  I  have  right  noght.    705 

And  whan  al  this  &lleth  in  my  thoght, 

Alias !  than  am  I  overcome  ! 

For  that  is  doon  is  not  to  come  ! 

I  have  more  sorowe  than  Tantale.' 

And  whan  I  herde  him  telle  this  talc 
Thus  pitously,  as  I  yow  telle,  71 1 

Unnethe  mighte  I  lenger  dwelle, 
Hit  dide  vayn  herte  so  moche  wo. 

*■  A  !  good  sir  ! '  quod  I,  '  say  not  so  ! 
Have  som  pit«  on  your  nature  715 

That  formed  yow  to  creature  ; 
Remembre  yow  of  Socrates  ; 
For  he  ne  counted  nat  three  strees 
Of  noght  that  Fortune  coude  do.' 

'  No,'  quod  he,  *  I  can  not  so.'  720 

'  Why  so  ?  good  sir  !  fparde !  *  quo<l  T  ; 
'  Ne  say  noght  so,  for  trewely, 
Thogh  ye  had  lost  the  ferses  twelve, 
And  ye  for  sorwe  mordred  your-selve, 
Ye  sholde  be  dampned  in  this  cas         725 
By  as  good  right  as  Medea  was, 
That  slow  hir  children  for  Jason  ; 
And  Phyllis  fals  for  Demophon 
Heng  hir-self,  so  weylaway  ! 
For  he  had  broke  his  terme-day  7.^0 

To  come  to  hir.    Another  rage 
Had  Dydo,  fquene  eek  of  Cartage, 
That  slow  hir-self,  for  Eneas 
Was  fals  ;  [a !]  whiche  a  fool  she  was  ! 
And  Ecquo  dyed  for  Narcisus  755 

Nolde  nat  love  hir  ;  and  right  thus 
Hatli  many  another  foly  don. 
And  for  Dalida  dyed  Sampson, 
That  slow  him-8^  with  a  pilere. 
But  ther  is  i  noon  a-lyve  here  740 

Wolde  for  a  fers  make[n]  this  wo ! ' 

'  Why  so  ? '  quod  he ;  '  hit  is  nat  so  ; 
Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest  ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest.' 
*  Lo,  f  sir,  how  may  that  be  ?  *  quod  1 ;  745 
'  Good  sir,  tel  me  al  hooUy 
In  what  wyse,  how,  why,  and  wherl'ore 
That  ye  have  thus  your  blisse  lore.' 
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*  Blythly,*  quod  he,  ^  com  sit  adotiu  ; 

I  telle  thee  np  condicioun  750 

That  thou  fhoolljr,  with  al  thy  wit, 
I>o  thyn  entent  to  herkene  hit.' 
'  YiB,  sir.*    *  Swere  thy  trouthe  ther-to.' 
'  ah&dly.*     '  Bo  than  holde  her-to ! ' 
*■  I  shal  right  blythly,  so  god  me  save,  755 
Hoolly,  with  al  the  witte  I  have. 
Here  yow,  as  wel  as  I  can.' 

^Agoddeshalf!'  quod  he,  and  began : — 
*'  Sir,'  quod  he,  ^  sith  first  I  couthe 
Have  any  maner  wit  fro  youthe,  760 

Or  kindely  understonding 
To  comprehende,  in  any  thing, 
What  love  was,  in  myn  owne  wit, 
Dredeles,  I  have  ever  yit 
Be  tributary,  and  yiven  rente  765 

To  love  hoolly  with  gode  entente, 
And  through  plesannce  become  his  thral, 
With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  aL 
Al  this  I  putte  in  his  servoge, 
As  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  homage  ;        770 
And  fill  devoutly  -fprayde  him  to, 
He  shulde  besette  myn  herte  so, 
That  it  plesannce  to  him  were, 
And  worship  to  my  lady  dere. 

*  And  this  was  longe,  and  many  a  yecr 
Or  that  myn  herte  was  set  o-wher,  776 
That  I  did  thus,  and  niste  why ; 

I  trowe  hit  cam  me  kindely. 

Eoraunter  I  was  therto  fable 

As  a  whyt  wal  or  a  table  ;  780 

For  hit  is  redy  to  cacche  and  take 

Al  that  men  wil  therin  make, 

Wher-so  men  wol  portreye  or  peynte, 

Be  the  werkes  never  so  queynte. 

'  And  thilke  tyme  I  ferde  fso  785 

I  was  able  to  have  lemed  tho, 
And  to  have  ooud  as  wel  or  better, 
Paraunter,  other  art  or  letter. 
But  for  love  cam  first  in  my  thought, 
Therfore  I  forgat  it  nought.  790 

I  chees  love  to  my  firste  craft, 
Therfor  hit  is  with  me  [y]-laft. 
Korwhy  I  took  hit  of  so  yong  age. 
That  malice  hadde  my  corage 
Nat  that  tyme  turned  to  no-thing        795 
Through  to  mochel  knowleohing. 
For  that  tyme  Youthe,  my  maistresse, 
Oovemed  me  in  ydelnesse ; 
For  hit  was  in  my  firsto  youthe. 


And  tho  fdl  lit«l  good  I  couthe ;  800 

For  al  my  werkes  were  flittinge, 

fAnd  al  my  thoghtes  varyinge  ; 

Al  were  to  me  y-liche  good, 

That  I  knew  tho  ;  but  thus  hit  stood. 

*  Hit  happed  that  I  cam  fa  day         K05 
Into  a  place,  ther  f  I  say, 

Trewly,  the  fayrest  companyfi 

Of  ladies,  that  ever  man  with  y6 

Had  seen  togedres  in  00  place. 

Shal  I  clepe  hit  hap  other  grace  810 

That  broghte  me  ther  ?  nayi  hut  Fortune, 

That  is  to  lyen  fid  oomune, 

The  false  trayteresse,  pervers, 

Gk>d  wolde  I  coude  clepe  hir  wers  ! 

For  now  she  woroheth  me  ful  wo,        815 

And  I  wol  telle  sone  why  so. 

*  Among  thise  ladies  thus  eohoon, 
Soth  to  seyn,  I  saw  [ther]  oon 
That  was  lyk  noon  of  [al]  the  route  ; 
For  I  dar  swere,  withoute  doute,  830 
That  as  the  someres  sonne  bright 

Is  fairer,  derer,  and  hath  more  light 

Than  any  fplanete,  [is]  in  hoven, 

The  mone,  or  the  sterres  seven, 

For  al  the  worlde,  so  had  she  835 

Surmounted  hem  alle  of  beaute, 

Of  maner  and  of  comlinesse, 

Of  stature  and  fwel  set  gladnesse, 

Of  goodlihede  fso  wel  beseye — 

Shortly,  what  shal  I  more  seye?  830 

By  god,  and  by  his  halwes  twelve, 

It  was  my  swete,  right  as  hir-selve ! 

She  had  so  stedfast  countenaunce, 

So  noble  port  and  meyntenaunco. 

And  Love,  that  had  herd  my  bone,       835 

Had  espyed  me  thus  sone, 

That  she  ful  sone,  in  my  thoght, 

As  helpe  me  god,  so  was  y-caught 

So  sodenly,  that  I  ne  took 

No  maner  freed  but  at  hir  look  840 

And  at  myn  herte  ;  for-why  hir  eyon 

So  gladly,  I  trow,  myn  herte  seyen, 

That  purely  tho  myn  owne  thoght 

Seyde  hit  were  '\  bet  servo  hir  for  noght 

Than  with  another  to  bo  weL  845 

And  hit  was  sooth,  for,  everydel, 

I  wil  anoon-right  telle  thee  why. 

*  I  saw  hir  daunce  so  comlily, 
Carole  and  singe  so  swetely, 

Laughe  and  pleye  so  womanly.  8^ 
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And  loke  so  debonairly, 

So  goodly  spoke  and  so  frendly, 

That  oerteSf  I  txow,  that  evermore 

Kas  seyn  so  blisfhl  a  tresore. 

For  every  heer  [ap]on  hir  hede,  855 

Soth  to  aeyxLj  hit  was  not  rede, 

Ke  nonther  yelw,  ne  bronn  hit  nas ; 

Me  thoghte,  most  lyk  gold  hit  was. 

And  whiohe  eyen  my  lady  hadde  ! 

Debonair,  goode,  glade,  and  sadde,       860 

Simple,  of  good  moohel,  noght  to  wyde ; 

Therto  hir  look  nas  not  a-syde, 

Ne  overthwert,  bnt  beset  so  wel, 

Hit  drew  and  took  np,  evexydel, 

Alle  that  on  hir  gan  beholde.  865 

Hir  eyen  semed  anoon  she  wolde 

Have  meroy ;  fooles  wenden  so  ; 

But  hit  was  never  the  rather  do. 

Hit  nas  no  ooontrefeted  thing, 

It  was  hir  owne  pure  loking,  870 

That  the  goddesse,  dune  Nature, 

Had  made  hem  opene  by  mesure, 

And  close  ;  for,  were  she  never  so  glad, 

TTir  loking  was  not  foly  sprad, 

Ne  wildely,  thogh  that  she  pleyde  ;      875 

But  ever,  me  thoghte,  hir  eyen  seyde, 

"  By  god,  my  wrathe  is  al  for-yive !  " 

'  Therwith  hir  Uste  so  wel  to  live, 
That  dnlnesse  was  of  hir  a-drad. 
She  nas  to  eobre  ne  to  glad  ;  880 

In  alle  thinges  more  mesure 
Had  never,  I  trowe,  creature. 
But  many  oon  with  hir  loke  slie  herte, 
And  that  sat  hir  ftil  lyte  at  herte. 
For  she  knew  no-thing  of  hir  thoght ;  885 
But  whether  she  knew,  or  knew  hit  noght, 
Algate  she  ne  roghte  of  hem  a  stree  ! 
To  gete  hir  love  no  ner  nas  he 
That  woned  at  home,  than  he  in  Inde  ; 
The  formest  was  alway  behinde.  890 

But  gode  folk,  over  al  other. 
She  loved  as  man  may  do  his  brother  ; 
Of  whiohe  love  she  was  wonder  large, 
In  skilful  places  that  here  charge. 

'  f  Which  a  visage  had  she  ther-to  !  895 
Alias  !  myn  herte  is  wonder  wo 
That  I  ne  can  discryven  hit ! 
Me  lakketh  bothe  English  and  wit 
For  to  undo  hit  at  the  ftdle  ; 
And  eek  my  spirits  be  so  dulle  90a 

So  greet  a  thing  for  to  devyse. 


I  have  no  wit  that  can  su£^yse 
To  comprehende[n]  hir  beaute  ; 
But  thus  moche  dar  I  seyn,  that  she 
Was  frody,  fresh,  and  lyvely  hewed  ;  905 
And  evexy  day  hir  beaute  newed. 
And  negh  hir  face  was  alder-best ; 
For  oertes,  Nature  had  swich  lest 
To  make  that  fair,  that  trewly  she 
Was  hir  cheef  patron  of  beautee,         910 
And  cheef  ensunple  of  al  hir  werke. 
And  moustre ;  for,  be  hit  never  so  derke, 
Me  thinketh  I  see  hir  ever-mo. 
And  yet  more-over,  thogh  alle  thn 
That  ever  lived  were  now  a-lyve,  915 

[They]  ne  sholde  have  founde  to  discryve 
In  al  hir  face  a  wikked  signs  ; 
For  hit  was  sad,  simple,  and  benigne. 

*  And  which  a  goodly  softe  speche 
Had  that  swete,  my  lyves  leche  !  930 

So  frendly,  and  so  wel  y-grounded, 
Up  al  resoun  so  wel  y-founded. 
And  so  tretable  to  alle  gode, 
That  I  dar  swere  fby  the  rode. 
Of  eloquence  was  never  founde  935 

So  swete  a  sowninge  facounde, 
Ne  trewer  tonged,  ne  scorned  lasse, 
Ne  bet  ooude  hele ;  that,  by  the  masse 
I  durste  swere,  thogh  the  pope  hit  songe. 
That  ther  was  never  fthrough  hir  tonge 
Man  ne  woman  gretly  harmed  ;  931 

As  for  hir,  [ther]  was  al  harm  hid ; 
Ne  lasse  flatering  in  hir  worde, 
That  purely,  hir  simple  recorde 
Was  founde  as  trewe  as  any  bonde,      935 
Or  trouthe  of  any  mannes  honde. 
Ne  ohyde  she  coude  never  a  del, 
That  knoweth  al  the  world  fed  weL 

'  But  swich  a  faimesse  of  a  nekke 
Had  that  swete,  that  boon  nor  brekke 
Nas  ther  non  sene,  that  mis-sat.  941 

Hit  was  whyt,  smothe,  streght,  and  f^^i 
Withouten  hole  ;  f  and  canel-boon. 
As  by  seming,  had  she  noon. 
Hir  throte,  as  I  have  now  memoire,     945 
Semed  a  round  tour  of  yvoire, 
Of  good  gretnesse,  and  noght  to  grete. 

'  And  gode  faire  Whytb  she  hete, 
That  was  my  lady  name  right. 
She  was  bothe  fair  and  bright,  c)5() 

She  liadde  not  hir  name  wrong. 
Right  faire  shuldres,  and  body  long 
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She  hadde,  and  armes,  every  lith 
Eattishf  flesshy,  not  greet  therwith ; 
Sight  whyte  handes,  and  nayles  rede,  955 
Ronhde  brestes ;  and  of  good  brede 
Hir  hippes  were,  a  streight  flat  bak. 
I  knew  on  hir  non  other  lak 
That  al  hir  limmefl  nere  fsewing, 
In  as  fer  as  I  had  knowing.  g6o 

*'  Therto  she  coude  so  wel  pleye, 
Whan  that  hir  liste,  that  I  dar  seye, 
That  she  was  lyk  to  torche  bright, 
That  every  man  may  take  of  light 
Tnogh,  and  hit  hath  never  the  lesse.  965 

*  Of  maner  and  of  comlinesse 
Bight  so  ferde  my  lady  dere ; 
For  every  wight  of  hir  manere 
Might  cacche  ynogh,  if  that  he  wolde, 

If  he  had  eyen  hir  to  beholde.  970 

For  I  dar  fsweren,  if  that  she 

Had  among  ten  thonsand  be, 

She  woldfi  have  be,  at  the  leste, 

A  cheef  mironr  of  al  the  feste, 

Thogh  they  had  stonden  in  a  rowe,      975 

To  mennes  eyen  that  conde  have  knowe. 

For  wher-so  men  had  pleyd  or  waked, 

Ke  thoghte  the  felawship  as  naked 

Withonten  hir,  that  saw  I  ones. 

As  a  coroune  withoute  stones.  980 

Trewely  she  was,  to  myn  yS, 

The  soleyn  feniz  of  Arabye, 

For  ther  liveth  never  but  oon ; 

Ne  swich  as  she  ne  knew  I  noon. 

^  To  speke  of  good^esse  ;  trewly  she  985 
Had  as  moche  debonairte 
As  ever  had  Hester  in  the  bible. 
And  more,  if  more  were  possible. 
And,  soth  to  seyne,  therwith-al 
She  had  a  wit  so  general,  990 

So  hool  enclyned  to  alle  gode. 
That  al  hir  wit  was  set,  by  the  rode, 
Withoute  malice,  upon  gladnesse  ,* 
fTherto  I  saw  never  yet  a  lesse 
Harmiul,  than  she  was  in  doing.  995 

I  s^  nat  that  she  ne  had  knowing 
What  fwas  harm  ;  or  elles  she 
Had  coud  no  good,  so  thinketh  me. 

*  And  trewly,  for  to  speke  of  trouthe, 
But  she  had  had,  hit  had  be  routhe.  1000 
Therof  she  had  so  moche  hir  del — 

And  I  dar  seyn  and  swere  hit  wel — 
That  Trouthe  him-fielf,  over  al  and  al, 


Had  chose  his  maner  principal 

In  hir,  that  was  his  resting-place.      1005 

Ther-to  she  hadde  the  moste  grace. 

To  have  stedfast  perseveraunce. 

And  esy,  atempre  govemaunce. 

That  ever  I  knew  or  wiste  yit ; 

So  pure  sufiraunt  was  hir  wit.  1010 

And  reson  gladly  she  understood, 

Hit  folowed  wel  she  coude  good. 

She  used  gladly  to  do  wel ; 

These  were  hir  maners  every-deL 

*  Therwith  she  loved  so  wel  right,    1015 
She  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wight ; 

No  wight  might  do  hir  no  shame, 
She  loved  so  wel  hir  owne  name. 
Hir  luste  to  holde  no  wight  in  honde  ; 
Ne,  be  thou  siker,  she  fnolde  fonde    loao 
To  holde  no  wight  in  b«daunoe. 
By  half  word  ne  by  countenaunce, 
But-if  men  wolde  upon  hir  lye  ; 
Ne  sende  men  in-to  Walakye, 
To  Pmyse  and  in-to  Tartarye,  1025 

To  Alisaundre,  ne  in-to  Tnrkye, 
And  bidde  him  fetfte,  anoon  that  he 
Go  hoodies  fto  the  diye  see, 
And  come  hoom  by  the  Gaxrenare ; 
And  seye,  "  Sir,  be  now  right  ware     1030 
That  I  may  of  yow  here  seyn 
Worship,  or  that  ye  come  ageyn  ! " 
She  ne  used  no  suche  knakkes  smale. 
^  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  my  tale  ? 
Bight  on  this  same,  as  I  have  seyd,     1035 
Was  hoolly  al  my  love  leyd  ; 
For  certes,  she  was,  that  swete  wj^. 
My  BuiBsaunce,  my  lust,  my  lyf, 
Myn  hap,  myn  hele,  and  al  my  blisse, 
My  worldes  welfare  and  my  flisse,     1040 
And  I  hirs  hoolly,  everydel' 

*  By  our  lord,*  quod  I,  *  I  trowe  yow  wel ! 
Hardely,  your  love  was  wel  beset, 

I  not  how  ye  mighte  have  do  bet.' 

*  Bet?  ne  no  wight  so  wel ! '  quod  he.  1045 

^  I  trowe  hit,  sir,'  quod  I,  '  parde  ! ' 

'  Nay,  leve  hit  wel !  *   '  Sir,  so  do  I ; 

I  leve  yow  wel,  that  trewely 

Tow  thoghte,  that  she  was  the  beste, 

And  to  beholde  the  alderfaireste,        1050 

Who  so  had  loked  fwith  your  eyen.' 

'  With  myn  ?  nay,  alle  that  hir  seyen 
Seyde,  and  swore[n]  hit  was  so. 
And  thogh  they  ne  hadde,  I  wolde  tho 
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Have  loved  best  my  lady  fre,  1055 

Thogh  I  had  had  al  the  beautee 

That  ever  had  Alcipyades, 

And  al  the  strengthe  of  Erctdes, 

And  therto  had  the  worthinesse 

Of  Alisanndre,  and  al  the  riohesse      1060 

That  ever  was  in  Babiloyne, 

In  Cartage,  or  in  Haced<^yne, 

Or  in  Borne,  or  in  Kinive  ; 

And  therto  al-so  hardy  be 

As  was  Ector,  so  have  I  joye,  1065 

That  Achilles  slow  at  Troye— 

And  therfor  was  he  slayn  also 

In  a  temple,  for  bothe  two 

Were  slayn,  he  and  f  Antilogos, 

And  so  seyth  Dares  Frigios,  1070 

For  love  of  [hir]  Polixena — 

Or  been  as  wys  as  Minerva, 

I  wolde  ever,  withonte  drede. 

Have  loved  hir,  for  I  moste  nede  ! 

"  Kede  ! "  nay,  +1  gabbe  now,  1075 

Koght  "  nede,"  and  I  wol  telle  how. 

For  of  good  wille  myn  herte  hit  wolde, 

And  eek  to  love  hir  I  was  holde 

As  for  the  fairest  and  the  beste. 

*  She  was  as  good,  so  have  I  reste,  1080 
As  ever  was  Penelope  of  Grece, 
Or  as  the  noble  wyf  Lncrece, 
That  was  the  beste — ^he  telleth  thus, 
The  Bomain  Tytna  Livius— 
She  was  as  good,  and  no-thing  lyke,  1085 
Thogh  hir  stories  be  aatentyke  ; 
Algate  she  was  as  trewe  as  she. 

<  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  thee 
Whan  I  first  my  lady  sey  ? 
I  was  right  yong,  [the]  sooth  to  sey,  iix>o 
And  fvl  gret  need  I  hadde  to  leme  ; 
Whan  my  herte  wolde  yeme 
To  love,  it  was  a  greet  empryse. 
But  as  my  wit  coude  best  snffyse. 
After  my  yonge  childly  wit,  1095 

Withonte  drede,  I  besette  hit 
To  love  hir  in  my  beste  wjrse, 
To  do  hir  worship  and  servyse 
That  I  ftho  coude,  by  my  trouthe, 
Withoute  feyning  outher  slouthe  ;      11 00 
For  wonder  fayn  I  wolde  hir  see. 
So  mochel  hit  amended  me. 
That,  whan  I  saw  hir  first  a-morwe, 
I  was  warished  of  al  my  sorwe 
Of  al  day  after,  til  hit  were  eve  ;  1 105 


Me  thoghte  no-thing  mighte  me  greve, 
Were  my  sorwes  never  so  smerte. 
And  yit  she  sit  so  in  myn  herte. 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  nolde  noght, 
For  al  this  worlde,  out  of  my  thoglit  iiiu 
Leve  my  lady  ;  no,  trewly ! ' 

'  Now,  by  my  trouthe,  sir,'  quod  I, 
'  Me  thinketh  ye  have  such  a  chaunce 
As  shrift  withoute  ropentaunce.' 

'  Bepentaunce !  nay  fy,'  quod  he  ;     11 15 
'  Shulde  I  now  repente  me 
To  love  ?  nay,  certes,  than  were  I  wel 
Wers  than  was  Achitofel, 
Or  Anthenor,  so  have  I  joye. 
The  traytour  that  betraysed  Troye,     i  iic> 
Or  the  false  Genelon, 
He  that  purchased  the  treson 
Of  Bowland  and  of  Olivere. 
Nay,  whyl  I  am  a-lyve  here 
I  nil  foryete  hir  never-mo.'  1 125 

'  Now,  gode  sir,'  quod  I  [right]  the, 
*■  Ye  han  wel  told  me  her-before. 
It  is  no  need  i^aherse  hit  more 
How  ye  sawe  hir  first,  and  where  ; 
But  wolde  ye  telle  me  the  manere,      i  i.v> 
To  hir  which  was  your  firsts  spoche — 
Therof  I  wolde  yow  be-seche — 
And  how  she  knew6  first  your  thoght, 
Whether  ye  loved  hir  or  noght, 
And  telleth  me  eek  what  ye  have  lore  ] 
I  herde  yow  telle  her-before.'  1 1  ^6 

'  Ye,'  seyde  he,  '  thou  nost  what  thou 
menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  weuest.' 

'  What  los  is  that,  [sir]  ?  '  quod  I  tho  ; 
*  Nil  she  not  love  yow  ?  is  hit  so  ?        1 140 
Or  have  ye  oght  [y-]doon  amis, 
That  she  hath  left  yow  ?  is  hit  this  ? 
For  goddes  love,  tel  me  al.' 

'  Before  god,'  quod  he,  *  and  I  shal. 
I  saye  right  as  I  have  seyd,  1 145 

On  hir  was  al  my  love  leyd  ; 
And  3^t  she  niste  hit  f  never  a  del 
Noght  longe  tjone,  leve  hit  wel. 
For  be  right  siker,  I  durste  noght       1149 
For  al  this  worlde  telle  hir  my  thoght, 
No  I  wolde  have  wratthed  hir,  trewly. 
For  wostow  why  ?  she  was  lady 
Of  the  body  ;  she  hiul  the  herte, 
And  who  hath  that,  may  not  astorte. 

'  But,  for  to  kope  me  fro  ydelnessc,  1155 
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Trewly  I  did  my  besinesse 
To  make  sondes,  oa  I  best  conde, 
And  ofte  tyme  I  8on^  hem  londe  ; 
And  made  songes  a  g^ret  del, 
Al-thogh  I  conde  not  make  so  wel       1160 
Sonf^es,  ne  knowe  the  art  al, 
As  conde  Lamekes  sone  Tubal, 
That  fond  out  first  the  art  of  songe  ; 
For,  fw  his  brothers  hamers  ronge 
Upon  his  auvelt  np  and  donn.  1 165 

Therof  he  took  the  firste  sonn ; 
Bnt  Grekes  seyn,  Pictagoras, 
That  he  the  firste  finder  was 
Of  the  art ;  Anrora  t«Ueth  so, 
Bitt  therof  no  fors,  of  hem  two.  1 170 

Algates  songes  thus  I  made 
Of  my  feling,  myn  herte  to  glade  ; 
And  lo !  this  was  [the]  alther-firste, 
I  not  wher  [that]  hit  were  the  werste. — 
\  "  Lord,  hit  maketh  myn  herte  light, 
Whan  I  thenke  on  that  swete  wight  1176 
That  is  so  semely  on  to  see  ; 
And  wisshe  to  god  hit  might  so  be, 
That  she  wolde  holde  me  for  hir  knight, 
My  lady,  that  is  so  fair  and  bright !  " — 
*  Xow  have  I  told  thee,  sooth  to  saye. 
My  firste  song.     Upon  a  daye  1182 

I  bethoghte  me  what  wo 

And  sorwe  that  I  snffred  tho 

For  hir,  and  yet  she  wist^  hit  noght,  1185 

Ne  telle  hir  dnrste  I  nat  my  thoght. 

"  Alias ! "  thoghte  I,  ''  I  can  no  reed  ; 

And,  bnt  I  telle  hir,  I  fnam  but  deed  ; 

And  if  I  telle  hir,  to  seye  f  sooth, 

T  am  anlred  slio  wol  be  wrooth ;  '1 190 

Alias !  what  shal  I  tlianne  do?" 
'  In  this  debat  I  was  so  wo, 

Me  thoghte  myn  herte  braste  a-tweyn  ! 

80  atte  laste,  soth  to  seyn, 

I  me  bethoghte  that  nature  11 95 

Ne  formed  never  in  creature 

So  moche  beaute,  trewely, 

And  bounte,  withouten  mercy. 
'  In  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  toldo 

With  sorwe,  as  that  I  never  sholde,    i2tx> 

For  nedes  ;  and,  maugree  my  heed, 

I  moste  have  told  hir  or  be  deed. 

I  not  wel  how  that  I  began. 

Pnl  evel  reher8e[n]  hit  I  can  ; 

And  eek,  as  heli)e  me  god  with-al,       1205 

I  trowe  hit  was  in  the  dism.al, 


That  was  the  ten  wonndes  of  Egipte ; 

For  many  a  word  I  over-skipte 

In  my  tale,  for  pnre  fere 

Lest  my  wordes  mis-set  were.  12 10 

With  sorweful  herte,  and  woundes  dede, 

Softe  and  quaking  for  puis  drede 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  tale 

For  ferde,  and  myn  hewe  al  pale, 

Ful  ofte  I  wex  bothe  pale  and  reed ;    i^  15 

Bowing  to  hir,  I  heng  tlie  heed  ; 

I  durste  nat  ones  loke  hir  on, 

For  wit,  manere,  and  al  was  gon. 

I  seyde  "  mercy ! "  and  no  more ; 

Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  me  sore         1220 

'  So  atte  laste,  sooth  to  sejm, 
Whan  that  myn  herte  was  come  ageyn, 
To  telle  shortly  al  my  spechc, 
With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  beseche 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swete ;       1225 
And  Bwor,  and  gan  hir  hertely  hete 
Ever  to  be  stedfast  and  trewe. 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  newe. 
And  never  other  lady  have, 
And  al  hir  worship  for  to  save  1230 

As  I  best  coude  ;  I  swor  hir  this — 
'*  For  y cures  is  al  that  ever  ther  is 
For  evermore,  myn  herte  swete  ! 
And  never  -f  false  yow,  but  I  mete, 
I  nil,  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so  I "  1235 

'  And  whan  I  had  my  tale  y-do, 
God  wot,  she  acounted  nat  a  stree 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghte  me. 
To  telle  shortly  fas  hit  is, 
Trewly  hir  answere,  hit  was  this  ;       1240 
I  can  not  now  wel  counterfete 
Hir  wordes,  but  this  was  the  grete 
Of  hir  answere  ;  she  sayde,  "  nay" 
Al-outerly.     Alias !  that  day 
The  sorwe  I  sufifred,  and  the  wo !        1245 
That  trewly  Cassandra,  that  so 
Bewayled  the  destruccioun 
Of  Troye  and  of  Ilioun, 
Had  never  swich  sorwe  as  I  tho. 
I  dnrste  no  more  say  therto  1250 

For  pure  fere,  but  stal  away  ; 
And  thus  I  lived  ful  many  a  day  : 
That  trewely,  I  hadde  no  need 
Ferther  than  my  beddes  heed 
Never  a  day  to  seche  sorwe ;  1255 

I  fond  hit  redy  every  morwe, 
For-why  I  loved  hir  in  no  gere. 
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*  So  hit  befelf  another  yere, 
I  thonghte  ones  I  wolde  fonde 

To  do  hir  knowe  and  nndergtonde      ia6o 

My  wo ;  and  she  wel  understood 

That  I  ne  wilned  thing  but  good, 

And  worship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 

Over  fal  thing,  and  drede  hir  shame, 

And  was  so  besy  hir  to  serve ; —  1265 

And  pite  were  I  shnlde  sterve, 

Sith  that  I  wilned  noon  harm,  y-wia 

So  whan  my  lady  knew  al  this. 

My  lady  yaf  me  al  hoolly 

The  noble  yiffc  of  hir  mercy,  1^70 

Saving  hir  worship,  by  al  weyea  ; 

Dredles,  I  mene  noon  other  weyes. 

And  therwith  she  yaf  me  a  ring  ; 

I  trowe  hit  was  the  firste  thing ; 

But  if  myn  herte  was  y<-waxe  1275 

Glad,  that  is  no  need  to  axe  ! 

As  helpe  me  god,  I  was  as  blyve, 

Beysed,  as  fro  dethe  to  lyve. 

Of  alle  happes  the  alder-beste. 

The  gladdest  and  the  moste  at  reete.  1280 

For  trewely,  that  swete  wight, 

Whan  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 

She  wolde  alwey  so  goodely 

For-yeve  me  so  debonairly. 

In  alle  my  youthe,  in  alle  chaonce,     1285 

She  took  me  in  hir  govemannco. 

*  Therwith  she  was  alway  so  trewe. 
Our  joye  was  ever  y-liche  newe  ; 
Our  hertes  wem  so  even  a  pi^yre, 

That  never  nas  that  oon  contrayre      1290 
To  that  other,  for  no  wo. 
For  sothe,  y-liohe  they  suffred  tho 
Oo  blisse  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe  ; 
T-liche   they   were   bothe    gladde   and 

wrothe  ; 
Al  was  UB  oon,  withoute  were.  1295 

And  thus  we  lived  ful  many  a  yere 


So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.' 

*  Sir,'  quod  I,  *  wher  is  she  now? ' 
^  Now ! '  quod  he,  and  stinte  anoon. 

Therwith  he  wex  as  deed  as  stoon,  i.^hm) 
And  seyde,  *  alias  !  that  I  was  bore  ! 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  thee,  that  I  had  lorn. 
;  Bethenk  how  I  seyde  her-befom,         1304 
"  Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wen  est " — 
Qod  wot,  alias !  right  that  was  she  ! ' 

*■  Alias  !  sir,  how  ?  what  may  that  be  ? ' 
'She    is    deed!'    »Nay!'    'Yis,   by  my 

trouthe ! ' 
*  Is  that  your  los  ?  by  god,  hit  is  routhe  ! ' 
And  with  that  worde,  right  anoon,  131 1 
They  gan  to  stroke  forth  ;  al  was  doon, 
j  For  that  tyme,  the  hert-hunting. 
I      With  that,  me  thoghte,  that  this  king 
'  Ghui  [quikly]  hoomward  for  to  ryde     1.^15 
Unto  a  place  fther  besyde. 
Which  was  ii*om  us  but  a  lyte. 
A  long  castel  with  walles  whyte, 
By  seynt  Johan  !  on  a  riche  hil, 
As  me  mette  ;  but  thus  it  fil.  i.)jo 

Bight  thus  me  mette,  as  I  3'ow  telle. 
That  in  the  castel  fwas  a  belle. 
As  hit  had  smiten  houres  twelve. — 

I 

j      Therwith  I  awook  my-selve, 

,  And  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ;  1325 

'  And  the  book  that  I  had  red. 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  king. 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sloping, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  fed  even. 

Thoghte  I,  '  this  is  so  queynt  a  sweven. 
That  I  wol,  by  processe  of  tsrme,         i.^i 
Fonde  to  putte  this  sweven  in  ryme 
As  I  can  best :  and  that  anoon.' — 
This  was  my  gweven ;  now  hit  is  doon.  1334 
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IV.     THE   COMPLEYNT  OF  MAES. 


TheProem 

*  GhLAomm,  ye  fooles,  of  the  morow  gray, 
Lo !  Yenns  risen  among  yon  rowes  rede  ! 
And  floures  freashe,  hononreth  ye  this 

day; 
For  when  the  sonne  uprist,  then  wol  ye 

sprede. 
Bat  ye  lovers,  that  lye  in  any  drede,       5 
Fleeth,  lest  wikked  tonges  yow  espye ; 
Lo !  yond  the  sonne,  the  candel  of  jelosye! 

With  teres  blewe,  and  with  a  wounded 

herte 
Taketh  yonr  leve  ;  and,  with  seynt  John 

toborow, 
Apeseth  sonvwhat  of  your  sorowes  smerte, 
lyme  Cometh  eft,  that  oese  shal  your 

sorow ;  1 1 

The    glade    night    is    worth    an    hevy 


morow 


i». 


(Seynt  Valentjme !  a   foul  thus  horde  I 

singe 
Upon  thy  day,  er  sonne  gan  up-springe). — 

Yet  sang  this  foul — *  I  rede  yow  al  a-wake, 
And  ye,  that  han  not  chosen  in  humble 

wyse,  16 

Without    repenting    cheseth   yow  yoxuc 

make. 
And  ye,  that  han  ful  chosen  as  I  devyse. 
Yet  at  the  leste  renoveleth  yonr  servyse  ; 
Gonfermeth  it  perpetuely  to  dure,  ao 

And  paciently  taketh  your  aventure. 

And  for  the  worship  of  this  hye  feste, 
Yet  wol  I,  in  my  briddes  wyse,  singe 
The  sentence  of  the  compleynt,  at  the 

leste. 
That  wofal  Mars  made  atte  departinge  35 
Fro  freeshe  Venus  in  a  morweninge, 
Whan  Fhebus,  with  his  fyry  torches  rede, 
Ran  Baked  every  lover  in  his  drede. 

The  Story. 

^  Whylom    the    thridde    hevenes   lord 

above. 
As  wel  by  hevenish  xevoluoioun  30 


As  by  desert,  hath  wonne  Venus  his  love. 
And  she  hath  take  him  in  subjeccioun, 
And  as  a  maistresse    taught    him   his 

lessoun, 
Ciomaunding  him  that  never,  in  hir  ser- 
vyse, 
He  nere  so  bold  no  lover  to  despyse.       35 

For  she  forbad  him  jelosye  at  alle, 
And  cruelte,  and  host,  and  tirannye ; 
She  made  him  at  hir  lust  so  humble  and 

talle. 
That  when  hir  deyned  caste  on  him  hir  y 6, 
He  took  in  pacience  to  live  or  dye  ;       40 
And  thus  she  brydeleth  him  in  hir  man- 

ere, 
With  no-thing  but  with  scoui^ging  of  hir 

chere. 

Who  regneth  now  in  blisse  but  Venus, 
That  hath  this  worthy  knight  in  govem- 

aunce? 
Who  singeth  now  but  Hars,  that  serveth 

thus  45 

The  falre  Venus,  causer  of  plesaunce  ? 
He  bynt  him  to  perpetual  obeisaunce. 
And  she  hynt  hir  to  loven  him  for  ever, 
But  so  be  that  his  trespas  hit  dissever. 

Thus  be  they  knit,  and  regnen  as  in  heven 
By  loking  most ;  til  hit  fil,  on  a  tyde,  51 
That  by  hir  bothe  assent  was  set  a  steven, 
That  Mars  shal  entre,  as  faste  as  he  may 

glyde, 
Into  hir  nexte  paleys,  to  abyde, 
Walking  his  cours  til  she  had  him  a-take, 
And  he  preyde  hir  to  haste  hir  for  his 

sake.  56 

Then  s^yde  he  thus — "  myn  hertes  lady 

swete, 
Ye  knowe  wel  my  mischef  in  that  place ; 
For  sikerly,  til  that  I  with  yow  mete,   59 
My  lyf  stsjit  ther  in  aventure  and  grace ; 
But  when  I  see  the  beaute  of  your  £ftce, 
Ther  is  no  dreed  of  deeth  may  do  me 

smerte, 
For  al  your  lust  is  ese  to  myn  herte." 
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She  hath  BOgret  compasBion  of  Mr  knight. 
That  dwelleth  in  solitude  til  she  come  ;  65 
For  hit  stood  so,  that  ilke  tyxne,  no  wight 
Coanseyled  him,  no  seyde  to  him  welcome, 
That  nigh  hir  wit  for  wo  was  overcome  ; 
Wherfore  she  spedde  hir  as  fkste  in  hir 

weye. 
Almost  in  oon  day,  as  he  dide  in  tweye.  70 

The  grete  joye  that  was  betwix  hem  two. 
Whan  they  be  met,  ther  may  no  tnnge 

telle, 
Ther  is  no  more,  bat  nnto  bed  they  go, 
And  thns  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle ; 
This  worthy  Mars,  that  is  of  knighthod 

welle,  75 

The  floor  of  faimes  lappeth  in  his  armes, 
AndVenns  kisseth  Mars,  the  god  of  armes. 

Sojourned  hath  this  Mars,  of  which  I  rede. 
In  ohambre  amid  the  paleys  prively 
A  certeyn  tyme,  til  him  fel  a  drede,      80 
Through  Phebos,  that  was  comen  hastely 
Within  the  paleys-yates  stordely, 
With  torohe   in  honde,  of  which   the 

stremes  brighte 
On  Yenns  chambre  knokkeden  fill  lighte. 

The  chambre,  ther  as  lay  this  fresshe 
qaene,  85 

Depeynted  was  with  whyte  bolra  grete, 

And  by  the  light  she  knew,  that  shoon 
so  shene. 

That  Phebos  cam  to  brenne  hem  with  his 
hete; 

This  sely  Yenos,  fdreynt  in  teres  wete, 

Enbraceth  Mars,  and  seyde,  "  alas !  I  dye ! 

The  torch  is  come,  that  al  this  world  wol 

9» 


n 


wrye. 

Up  sterte  Mars,  him  liste  not  to  slope. 
Whan  he  his  lady  herde  so  oompleyne  ; 
Bot,  for  his  natore  was  not  for  to  wepe, 
In  stede  of  teres,  fro  his  eyen  tweyne    95 
The  fyry  sparkes  brosten  oot  for  peyne  ; 
And  hente  his  hauberk,  that  lay  him  be- 

qyde; 
Slee  wolde  he  not,  ne  mi^te  him-selven 

hyde. 

He  throweth  on  his  helm  of  huge  wighte, 

And  girt  him  with  his  swerde ;  and  in 

his  honde  200 


His  mighty  spere,  as  he  was  wont  to 

fighte. 
He  shaketh  so  that  almost  it  to-wonde  ; 
Fol  hevy  he  was  to  walken  over  londe  ; 
He  may  not  holde  with  Yenos  companye, 
Bot  bad  hir  fleen,  lest  Phebos  hir  espye. 

O  woful  Mars !  alaa !  what  mayst  thou 
seyn,  106 

That  in  the  paleys  of  thy  disturbaunce 

Art  left  behinde,  in  peril  to  be  sleyn  ? 

And  yet  ther-to  is  double  thy  penaouoe, 

For  she,  that  hath  ihyn  herte  in  govern- 
aonoe,  no 

Is  passed  halfe  the  stremes  of  thyn  ySn  ; 

That  thou  nere  swift,  wel  masrst  thou 
wepe  and  cryen. 

Now  fleeth  Yenus  un-to  Cylenius  tour. 
With  voide  cours,  for  fere  of  Phebus  light. 
Alas !  and  ther  ne  hath  she  no  sooour,  1 15 
For  she  ne  fond  ne  saw  no  maner  wight ; 
And  eek  as  ther  she  had  but  litil  might ; 
Wher-for,  hir-^selven  for  to  hyde  and  save. 
Within  the  gate  she  fiedde  into  a  cave. 

Derk  was  this  cave,  and  smoking  as  the 
helle,  12U 

Not  but  two  pas  within  the  gate  hit  stood ; 

A  naturel  day  in  derk  I  lete  hir  dwelle. 

Now  wol  I  speke  of  Mars,  furious  and 
wood; 

For  sorow  he  wolde  have  seen  his  herte 
blood ; 

Sith  that  he  mighte  'fhir  don  no  com- 
panye, 125 

He  ne  roghte  not  a  myte  for  to  dye. 

So  feble  he  wex,  for  hete  and  for  his  wo, 
That  nigh  he  swelt,  he  mighte  unnethe 

endure; 
He  passeth  but  00  steyre  in  dayes  two, 
But  ner  the  les,  for  al  his  hevy  armure,  130 
He  foloweth  hir  that  is  his  lyves  cure  ; 
For  whos  departing  he  took  gretter  yre 
Thanne  for  al  his  brenning  in  the  fyre. 

After  he  walketh  softely  a  pas, 
Compleyning,  that  hit  pite  was  to  here.  135 
He  seyde,  "O  lady  bright,  Yenus !  alas  I 
That  ever  so  wyde  a  oompas  is  my  spere ! 
Alas !  whan  shal  I  mete  yow,  herte  dere. 
This  twelfte  day  of  April  I  endure. 
Through  jelous  Phebus,  this  misaventure. 


ft 
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IXaw  fhelpe  god  sely  Veniis  allone !      141 
Bnt,  as  god  woldo,  hit  happed  for  to  be, 
That,  whyl  that  Yenns  weping  made  hir 

mone, 
Qylenins,  lyding  in  his  chevanch^,       144 
Fro  YenuB  vaJanoe  mighte  hia  paleys  see, 
And  Yenns  he  salneth,  and  maketh  chere, 
And  hir  receyveth  as  his  frend  fol  dere. 

Mars  dwelleth  forth  in  his  advorsitee, 
Compleyning  ever  on  hir  departinge ; 
And  what  his  compleynt  was,  rexnem- 

hreth  me ;  150 

And  therfore,  in  this  Insty  morweninge, 
As  I  best  can,  I  wol  hit  seyn  and  singe. 
And  after  that  I  wol  my  leve  take  ; 
And  god  yeve  every  wight  joye  of  his 

make ! 

The  Ck>mpleynt  of  Mars. 

Tke  Proem  of  the  Compleynt. 
^  The  ordre  of  compleynt  reqnireth  skil- 

fi»Uy»  15s 

That  if  a  wight  shal  pleyne  pitously, 
Ther  mot  be  cause  wherfor  that  men 
pleyne ; 
Or  men  may  deme  he  pleyneth  folily 
And  canseles ;  alas !  that  am  not  I ! 
"Wherfor  the  ground  and  cause  of  al 
my  peyne,  160 

So  as  my  troubled  wit  m^y  hit  ateyne, 
I  wol  reherse  ;  not  for  to  have  redresse, 
But  to  declare  my  ground  of  hevinesse. 

Devotdon, 

%  The  firste  tyme,  alas !  that  I  was  wroght, 
And  for  certeyn  efifectes  hider  broght  165 

By  him  that  lordeth  ech  intelligence, 
I  yaf  my  trewe  servise  and  ray  thoght, 
For   evermore — ^how    dere    I    have    hit 
boght!— 
To  hir,  that  is  of  so  gret  excellence. 
That  what  wight  that  first  sheweth  his 
presence,  170 

"When  she  is  wroth  and  taketh  of  him  no 

cure. 
He  may  not  longe  in  joye  of  love  endure. 

This  is  no  feyned  mater  thmt  I  telle ; 
My  lady  is  the  verxey  sours  and  welle 


Of  beaute,  lust,  fredom,  and  gentil- 


nesse. 
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Of  riche  aray — how  dere  men  hit  selle ! — 

Of  al  disport  in  which  men  irendly  dweUe, 

Of  love  and  pley,  and  of  benigne  hum- 

blesse, 
Of  soune  of  instruments  of  al  swetnesso ; 
And  therto  so  wel  fortuned  and  thewed, 
That  through  the  world  hir  goodnesse  is 
y-Bhewed.  181 

What  wonder  is  then,  thogh  that  I  be- 

sette 
My  servise  on  suchc  oon,  that  may  me 
knette 
To  wele  or  wo,  sith  hit  lyth  in  hir 
might  ?  184 

Therfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  hir  hette ; 
Ne  trewly,  for  my  dethe,  I  shal  not  lette 
To  ben  hir  trewest  servaunt  and  hir 
•       knight. 
I  fiater  noght,  that  may  wite  every 
wight; 
For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye ; 
But  grace  be,  I  see  hir  never  with  y&   190 

A  Lady  in  fear  and  woe. 

^  To  whom  shal  I  than  pleyne  of  my  dis- 

tresse? 
Who  may  me  helpe,  who  may  my  harm 
redresse? 
Shal  I  oompleyne  unto  my  lady  free  ? 
Nay,  certes  !  for  she  hath  such  hevinesse. 
For  fere  and  eek  for  wo,  that,  as  I  gesse, 
In  litil  tyme  hit  wol  hir  bene  be.      196 
But  were  she  sauf ,  hit  wer  no  fors  of  me. 
Alas  !  that  ever  lovers  mote  endure, 
For  love,  so  many  a  perilous  aventure  ! 

For  thogh  so  be  that  lovers  be  as  trewe  300 
As  any  metal  that  is  forged  newe. 

In  many  a  cas  hem  tydeth  ofbe  sorowe. 

Somtyme  hir  ladies  will  not  on  hem  rewe, 

Somtyme,  3rif  that  jelo^e  hit  knewe, 

They  mighten  lightly  leye  hir  heed  to 

borowe ;  205 

Somtjone  envyous  folke  with  tunges 

horowe 

Depraven  hem ;  alas !  whom  may  th^ 

plese? 
But  he  be  fals,  no  lover  hath  his  ese. 


£  2 
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Bat  wliat  availeth  gnclie  a  long  sermoun 
Of  avontnTes  of  lovfi,  up  and  donn  ?     aio 

I  wol  returxie  and  speken  of  my  peyne  ; 
The  point  is  this  of  my  destmooioon, 
ICy  righte  lady,  my  salvacioan, 

Is  in  affiray,  and  not  to  whom  to  plejme. 

O  herte  swete,  O  hidy  sovereyne  !      215 
For  your  disese,  wel  oghte  I  swoune  and 

Bweltd, 
Thogh  I  non  other  harm  ne  drede  felte. 

InttabiUty  qf  Happineu, 

f  To  what  fyn  made  the  god  that  sit  so 

hye, 
Benethen  him,  love  other  company e. 
And  stresoieth  folk  to  love,  malgre  hir 
hede  ?  220 

And  then  hir  joye,  for  oght  I  can  espye, 
Xe  lasteth  not  the  twinkeling  of  an  yfi, 
And  Bomme  han  never  joye  til  they  be 
dede.  • 

What  meneth  this  ?  what  is  this  misti- 
hede? 
Wherto  constreyneth  he  his  folk  so  faste 
Thing  to  desyre,  bat  hit  sholdo  laste  ?  226 

And  thogh  he  made  a  lover  love  a  thing, 
And  maketh  hit  seme  stedfast  and  daring. 

Yet  patteth  he  in  hit  sach  misavontare, 
That  reste  nis  ther  noon  in  his  yeving.  230 
And  that  is  wonder,  that  so  just  a  king 

Doth  sach  hardnesse  to  his  creatare. 

Thas,  whether  love  breke  or  elles  dare, 
Algates  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  ofter  wo  then  changed  is  the  mone. 

Hit  semeth  he  hath  to  lovers  enmite,  236 

And  lyk  a  fissher,  as  men  alday  may  see, 

Baiteth  his  angle-hook  with  som  ples- 

aance. 

Til  mony  a  Ash  is  wood  til  that  he  be  239 

Sesed  ther-with ;  and  then  at  erst  hath  he 

Al  his  de^yr,  and  ther-with  al  mis- 

chaance ; 
And  tliogh  the  lyne  breke,   he  hath 
penannce ; 
For  with  the  hoke  he  woanded  is  so  sore, 
Tliat  he  his  wages  hath  for  ever-more. 

The  Brooch  of  Thebea. 

%  The  broche  of  Thebes  was  of  sache  a 
kinde,  ^4,$ 

So  fal  of  rabies  and  of  stones  Inde, 


That  every  wight,  that  sette  on  hit  an 

ye, 

He  wende  anon  to  worthe  oat  of  his 

minde  ; 
So  sore  the  beaate  wolde  his  herte  binde, 
Til  he  hit  hadde,  him  th<^hte  he  moste 

dye ;  250 

And  whan  that  hit  was  his,  than  shalde 

he  diye 
Sach  wo  for  drede,  ay  whyl  that  he  hit 

hadde, 
That  welnigh    for   the  fere  he    shalde 

madde. 

And  whan  hit  was  fro  his  possessioon, 
Than  had  he  doable  wo  and  passioan  355 

For  he  so  fair  a  tresor  had  forgo ; 
Bat  yet  this  broche,  as  in  oonclasioon. 
Was  not  the  caase  of  this  confosioan ; 

Bat  he  that  wroghte  hit  enfortaned  hit 
so. 

That  every  wight  that  had  hit  shald 
have  wo ;  a6u 

And  therfor  in  the  worcher  was  the  vyoe. 
And  in  the  oovetoar  that  was  so  nyce. 

So  fareth  hit  by  lovers  and  by  me ; 
For  thogh  my  lady  have  so  gret  beaate. 
That  I  was  mad  til  I  had  gete  hir 
grace,  265 

She  was  not  caase  of  myn  adversitee, 
Bat  he  that  wroghte  hir,  also   mot  I 
thee. 
That  patte  sache  a  beaate  in  hir  face, 
That  made  me  to  covete  and  parchace 
Myn   owne   deth;    him  wyte   I   that   I 
dye,  270 

And  myn  anwit,  that  ever  I  domb  so 
hye 

An  Appeal  for  Sympathy, 

IT  Bat  to  yow,  hardy  knightes  of  renoan, 
Sin  that  ye  be  of  my  divisioan, 

Al  be  I  not  worthy  fso  grete  a  name, 
Yet,  seyn  these  derkes,  I  am  yoar  pa- 
troan ;  275 

Ther-for  ye  oghte  have  som  oompassioon 

Of  my  disese,  and  take  it  noght  a-game. 

The  proadest  of  yow  mi^  be  mad  tol 
tame ; 
Wherfor  I  prey  yow,  of  yoar  gentilesse, 
That  ye  oompleyne  for  myn  hevinease.  280 
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And  ye,  my  ladies,  that  ben  trewe  and 

stable, 
By  "way  of  kinde,  ye  ogbten  to  be  able 

To  have  pite  of  folk  that  be  in  peyne  : 
Now  have  ye  cause  to  clothe  yow  in  sable ; 
Sith  that  your  emperice,  the  honorable, 
Is  desolat,  wel  oghte  ye  to  pleyne ;  386 
Now  shold  your  holy  teres  falle  and 
reyne. 
Alas  !  your  honour  and  your  emperice. 
Nigh   deed  for  drede,  ne  can   hir   not 
che-vise. 


Compleyneth  eek,  ye  lovers,  al  in-fere,  290 
For  hir  that,  with  unfeyned  humble  chere, 

Was  ever  redy  to  do  yow  socour  ; 
Ciompleyneth  hir  that  ever  hath  had  yow 

dere ; 
Complejmeth  beaute,  fredom,  and  manere ; 
Compleyneth  hir  that  endeth  your  la- 
bour ;  295 
Compleyneth  thilke    ensample   of  al 
honour. 
That  never  dide  but  al  gentilesse  ;       397 
Kytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  kindenesse.' 


V.     THE  PAELEMENT  OF  FOULES. 


The  Proem, 

Tbz  lyf  so  short,  the  craft  so  long  to  leme, 
Th'assay  so  hard,  so  sharp  the  conquering, 
The  dredful  jo3re,  that  alwey  slit  so  yeme, 
Al  this  mene  I  by  love,  that  my  feling  4 
Astonyeth  with  his  wonderfdl  worching 
So  sore  y-wis,  that  whan  I  on  him  thinke, 
Nat  wot  I  wel  wher  that  I  wake  or  winke. 

For  al  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  in  dede, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  quyteth  folk  hir  hyre, 
Tet  hapi>eth  me  ful  ofbe  in  bokes  rede  10 
Of  his  miracles,  and  his  cruel  yre ; 
Ther  rede  I  wel  he  wol  be  lord  and  syre, 
I  dar  not  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore, 
But  god  save  swich  a  lord !  I  can  no 
more. 

Of  usage,  what  for  luste  what  for  lore,  15 
On  bokes  rede  I  ofte,  as  I  yow  tolde. 
But  wherfor  that  I  speke  al  this?  not  yore 
Agon,  hit  happed  me  for  to  beholde 
Upon  a  boke,  was  write  with  lettres  olde  ; 
And  ther-uix)n,  acerteyn  thing  to  leme,3o 
The  longe  day  ful  faste  I  radde  and  yeme. 

For  out  of  olde  feldes,  as  men  seith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  com  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  out  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  science  that  men 
lere.  35  I 


But  now  to  purpos  as  of  this  matere — 
To  rede  forth  hit  gan  me  so  delyte. 
That  al  the  day  me  thoughte  but  a  lyto. 

This  book  of  which  I  make  mencioun, 
Entitled  was  al  thus,  as  I  shal  telle,      ^o 
'  Tullius  of  the  dreme  of  Scipioun ' ; 
Chapitres  seven  hit  hadde,  of  hevene  and 

helle. 
And    erthe,   and   soules   that   therinno 

dwelle. 
Of  whiche,  as  shortly  as  I  can  hit  trete,  34 
Of  his  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  the  grete. 

First  telleth  hit,  whan  Scipioun  was  conic 
In  Afrik,  how  he  mette  Massinisse, 
That  him  for  joye  in  armes  hath  y-nome. 
Than  telleth  fhit  hir  speche  and  al  the 

blisse 
That  was  betwix  hem,  til  the  day  gan 


misse 


40 


And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
(3an  in  his  slepe  that  night  to  him  appere. 

Than  telleth  hit  that,  fro  a  sterry  place, 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
And  warned  him  before  of  al  his  g^race,  45 
And  seyde  him,  what  man,  lered  other 

lowed. 
That  loveth  oomun  profit,  wel  y-thewed. 
He  shal  unto  a  blisful  place  wende, 
Ther  as  joye  is  that  last  withouten  ende. 


102 


Z^t  Qflltttor  Qpoeme* 


Than  asked  he,  if  folk  that  heer  be  dede 
Have  lyf  and  dinrellingin  another  place ;  51 
And  African  seyde,  *  ye,  withonte  drede/ 
And  that  our  present  worldes  lyvBS  space 
Kis  but  a  maner  deth,  what  vrey  we  trace, 
And  rig^htfhl  folk  shal  go^  after  thoy  dye, 
To  heven ;  and  shewed  him  the  galaxye.  56 

Than  shewed  he  him  the  litel  erthe,  that 

heer  is. 
At  regard  of  the  hevenes  qnantite ; 
And  aiter  shewed  he  him  the  njme  speres, 
And  after  that  the  melodye  herde  he    60 
That  Cometh  of  thilke  speres  thryes  three. 
That  welle  is  of  mnsyke  and  melodye 
In  this  world  heer,  and  canse  of  armonye. 

Than  bad  he  him,  sin  erthe  was  so  lyte, 
And  fill  of  torment  and  of  harde  grace,  65 
That  he  ne  shnlde  him  in  the  world 

delyte. 
Than  tolde  he  him,  in  certeyn  yeres  space, 
That  every  sterre  shxUde  come  into  his 

place 
Ther  hit  was  first ;  and  al  shnlde  oat  of 

minde  69 

That  in  this  worlde  is  don  of  al  mankinde. 

Than  prayde  him  Soipionn  to  telle  him  al 
The  wey  to  come  nn-to  that  hevene  blisse ; 
And  he  seyde,  ^know  thy-self  first  im- 
mortal. 
And  loko  ay  besily  thon  werke  and  wisse 
To  comnn  profit,  and  thon  shalt  nat  misse 
To  comon  swiftly  to  that  place  dere,  76 
That  All  of  blisse  is  and  of  sonles  dere. 

Bat  brokers  of  the  lawe,  soth'  to  seyne. 
And  lecheroos  folk,  after  that  they  be 

dede,  79 

Shal  al  wey  whirle  aboate  th'erthe  in  peyne, 
Til  many  a  world  be  pcMsed,  ont  of  drede. 
And  than,  for-yeven  alle  hir  wikked  dede. 
Than  shal  they  come  unto  that  blisfnl 

pixtce, 
To  which  to  comen  god  thee  sonde  his 

grace!' — 

The  day  gon  failen,  and  the  derke  night, 
That  reveth  bestes  from  hir  besinesse,  86 
Berafte  me  my  book  for  lakke  of  light, 
And  to  my  bedde  I  gan  me  for  to  dresse, 
J'Hilfild  of  thought  and  besy  hevinesse ; 


For  bothe  I  hadde  thing  which  that  I 
nolde,  90 

And  eek  I  ne  hadde  that  thing  that  I 
wolde. 

But  fynally  my  spirit,  at  the  laste, 
Poivwery  of  my  labour  al  the  day, 
Took  rest,  that  made  me  to  slepc  faste. 
And  in  my  slepe  I  mette,  as  I  lay,         95 
How  African,  right  in  that  selfe  aray 
That    Scipioun   him    saw   before    that 

tyde, 
Was  comen,  and  stood  right  at  my  beddes 

syde. 

The  weiy  hunter,  slepinge  in  his  bed, 
To  wode  i^ein  his  minde  goth  anoon  ;  100 
The  juge   dremeth   how  his  plees  ben 

sped; 
The  carter  dremeth  how  his  cartes  goon ; 
The  riche,  of  gold ;  the' knight  fight  with 

his  foon, 
The  seke  met  he  drinketh  of  the  tonne  ; 
The  lover  met  he  hath  his  lady  wonne.  105 

Gan  I  nat  seyn  if  that  the  cause  were 

For  I  had  red  of  African  befom. 

That  made  me  to  mete  that  he  stood 

there ; 
But  thus  seyde  he,  *  thou  hast  thee  so 

wel  bom 
In  loking  of  myn  olde  book  to-torn,     no 
Of  which  Macrobie  roghte  nat  a  lyte, 
That    somdel    of  thy    labour   wolde    I 

quyte  !* — 

Citherea !  thou  blisful  lady  swete, 
That  with  thy  fyr-brand  dauntest  whom 

thee  lest, 
And  madest  ihe  this  sweven  for  to  mete, 
Be  thou  my  help  in  this,  for  thou  mayst 

best;  116 

As  wisly  as  I  saw  thee  north-north-west, 
"Wlien  I  began  my  sweven  for  to  wryte, 
So  yif  me  might  to  lyme  hit  and  endyte ! 

The  Story, 

This  forsexd  African  me  hente  anoon,  lao 
And  forth  with  him  unto  a  gate  broghte 
Bight  of  a  parke,  walled  with  grene  stoon; 
And  over  the  gate,  with  lettres  large 

y-wroghte, 
Ther  weren  vers  y-writen,  as  me  thoghte, 
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On  ejther  halfe,  of  fal  gret  differenoe,  125 
Of  which  I  ahal  yow  sey  the  ple!yn  sen- 
tence. 

*-  Thorgh  me  men  goon  in-to  that  bllsfdl 

place 
Of  hertee  hele  and  dedly  wonndes  cnre  ; 
Thorgh  me  men  goon  nnto  the  welle  of 

Gnwse, 
Ther  gren^and    Insty  May  shal    ever 

endure ;  130 

This  is  the  wey  to  al  good  aTentnre ; 
Be  glad,  thon  reder,  and  thy  sorwe  of- 

easte, 
Al  open  am  I ;  passe  in,  and  hy  the 

faste!' 

^  Thoiigh  me  men  goon,*  than  spak  that 

other  syde, 
*■  Unto  the  mortal  strokes  of  the  spere,  155 
Of  -which  Disdayn  and  Dannger  is  the 

gyde, 
Ther  tree  shal  never  fruit  ne  leves  here. 
This  streem  you  ledeth  to  the  sorwfril 

were, 
Ther  as  the  fish  in  prison  is  al  drye  ; 
Th*eschewing  is  only  the  remedye.*      140 

Thisevers  of  gold  and  blak  y-writen  were, 
The  whiche  I  gan  a  stotinde  to  heholde, 
For  with  that  oon  encresed  ay  my^fere, 
And  with  that  other  gan  myn  herte  bolde ; 
That  oon  me  hette,  that  other  did  me 
colde,  145 

Ko  wit  had  I,  for  erroor,  for  to  ohese, 
To  entre  or  flee,  or  me  to  save  or  lese. 

Bight  as,  betwixen  adamanntes  two 
Of  even  might,  a  pece  of  iren  y-set,      149 
That  hath  no  might  to  meve  to  ne  fro— 
For  what  that  on  may  hale,  that  other 

let— 
Ferde  I,  that  niste  whether  me  was  bet, 
To  entre  or  leve,  til  African  my  gyde 
lie  hente,  and  shoof  in   at  the  gates 

wyde. 

And  seyde,  '  hit  stondeth  writen  in  thy 
face,  155 

Thyn  erronr,  though  thon  telle  it  not  to 
me; 

But  dred  thee  nat  to  come  in-to  this 
place, 


For  this  wryting  is  no-thing  ment  by 

thee, 
Ne  by  noon,  but  he  Loves  servant  be  ; 
For  thou  of  love  hast  loet  thy  tast,  I 

gesse,  160 

As  seek  man  hath  of  swete  and  bitter- 

nesse. 

But   natheles,  al-though  that  thou  be 

dulle, 
Yit  that  thou  canst  not  do,  yit  mayst 

thou  see ; 
For  many  a  man  that  may  not  stonde 

a  puUe, 
Tit  lyketh  him   at  the   wrastling  for 

to  be,  165 

And  demeth  yit  wher  he  do  bet  or  he ; 
And  if  thou  haddest  cunning  for  t'endyte, 
I  shal  thee  shewen  mater  of  to  wrsrte.' 

With  that  my  hond  in  his  he  took  anoon, 
Of  which  I  comfort  caughte,  and  wente 

in  faste ;  170 

But  lord !  so  I  was  glad  and  wel  begoon  ! 
For  over-eU,  wher  that  I  myn  eyen  caste, 
Were  treCs  clad  with  leves  that  ay  shal 

laste, 
Echo  in  his  kinde,  of  colour  fresh  and 

grene 
As  emeraude,  that  joye  was  to  sene.     175 

The  bilder  00k,  and  eek  the  hardy  asshe ; 
The  piler  elm,  the  oofre  unto  careyne  ; 
The    boztree    piper ;   holm   to  whippes 

lasshe ; 
The    sayling    firr ;    the  cipres,   deth  to 

pleyne ;  179 

The  sheter  ew,  the  asp  for  shaftes  pleyne ; 
The  olyve  of  pees,  and  eek  the  drunken 

vyne. 
The  victor  palm,  the  laurer  to  devyne. 

A  garden  saw  I,  fhl  of  blosmy  bowes. 
Upon  a  river,  in  a  grene  mede,  184 

Ther  as  that  swetnesse  evermore  y-now  is, 
With  floures  whyte,  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

rede ; 
And  colde  welle-stremes,  no-thing  dede. 
That  swommen  ful  of  smale  fisshes  lighte, 
Withfinnes  rede  and  scales  silver-brighte. 

On  eveiy  bough  the  briddes  herde  I  singe, 
With  voys  of  aungel  in  hir  armonye,  191 
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8oxn  besyed  hem  hir  briddes  forth  to 

bringe ; 
The  litel  conyes  to  hir  pley  g^nne  hye, 
And  ftirther  al  aboute  I  gan  espye 
The  dredftd  roo,  the  buk,  the  hert  and 

hinde,  195 

Sqnerelfl,  and  bestes  amale  of  gentilkinde. 

Of  instnunents  of  strenges  in  acord 
Herde  I  so  pleye  a  ravisshing  swetnesse, 
That  god,  that  maker  is  of  al  and  lord, 
Ke  herde  never  better,  as  I  gesse  ;        aoo 
Therwith  a  wind,  onnethe  hit  might  be 

lesse. 
Made  in  the  leves  grene  a  noise  sofbe 
Aoordant  to  the  foules  songe  on-lofte. 

The  air  of  that  place  so  attempre  yraa 
That  never  was  grevannce  of  hoot  ne 
cold ;  205 

Ther  wex  eek  eveiy  holsom  spyoe  and 

Ke  no  man  may  ther  wexe  seek  ne  old  ; 
Tet  was  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fold 
Then  man  can  telle;  ne  never  wolde  it 

nighte. 
But  ay  deer  day  to  any  mannes  sighte. 

Under  a  tree,  besyde  a  welle,  I  say       an 
Cnpyde  onr  lord  his  arwes  forge  and  fyle  ; 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  al  redy  lay. 
And  wel  his  doghter  tempred  al  the  whyle 
The  hedes  in  the  welle,  and  with  hir 

wyle  21$ 

She  coached  hem  after  as  they  shnlde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  slee,  and  som  to  woande  and 

kerve. 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Plesannce  anon-right. 
And  of  Aray,  and  Lost,  and  Cnrtesye  ; 
And  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  the 

might  aao 

To  doon  by  force  a  wight  to  do  folye— 
Disflgorat  was  she,  I  nil  not  lye  ; 
And  by  him-self,  nnder  an  oke,  I  gesse, 
Sawe  I  Delyt,  that  stood  with  Oentil- 

nesse. 

I  saw  Beantee,  withonten  any  atyr^      225 
And  Yonthe,  ful  of  game  and  lolyte, 
Fool-hardinesse,  Flatery,  and  "DesyTy 
Messagerye,  and  Mode,  and  other  three — 
Hir  names  shol  noght  here  be  told  for : 


And  upon  pilers  grete  of  jasper  longe  230 
I  saw  a  temple  of  bras  y-founded  stronge. 

Aboute  the  temple  daunoeden  alway 
Wommen  y-nowe,  of  whiche  somme  ther 

were 
Faire  of  hem-self,  and  somme  of  hem 

were  gay; 
In    kirtels,    al    disshevele,  wente    they 

there —  ^  235 

That  was  hir  office  alwey,  yeer  by  ycre — 
And  on  the  temple,  of  doves  whyte  and 

faire 
Saw  I  sittinge  many  a  hundred  paire 

Before  the  temple-dore  ful  soberly 
Dame  Pees  sat,  with  a  ourteyn  in  hir 

hond :  240 

And  hir  besyde,  wonder  discretly. 
Dame  Pacience  sitting  ther  I  fond 
With  face  pale,  upon  an  hille  of  sond ; 
And  alder-next,  within  and  eek  with- 

oute,  244 

Behest  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folke  a  route. 

Within  the  temple,  of  syghes  bote  as  fyr 
I  herde  a  swogh  that  gan  aboute  renne  ; 
Which  syghes  were  engendred  with  desyr, 
That  maden  every  auter  for  to  brenne 
Of  newe  flaume  ;  and  wel  aspyed  I  thenne 
That  al  the  cause  of  sorwes  that  they 
drye  251 

Com  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jalousye. 

The  god  Priapus  saw  I,  as  I  wente. 
Within  the  temple,  in  soverayn  place 

stonde. 
In  swich  aray  as  whan  the  asse  him 

shente  255 

With  oiye  by  night,  and  with  his  ceptre 

in  honde ; 
Ful  besily  men  gnnne  assaye  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hede  to  sette,  of  sondry  hewe, 
G-arlondes  ful  of  fresshe  floures  newe. 

And  in  a  privee  comer,  in  disporte,     260 
Fond  I  Venus  and  hir  porter  Richesse, 
That  was  ful  noble  and  hauteyn  of  hir 

porte ; 
Derk  was  that  place,  but  afterward  llght- 

nesso 
I  saw  a  lyte,  unnethe  hit  might  be  lesse, 
And  on  a  bed  of  golde  she  lay  to  reste,  265 
Til  that  the  bote  sonne  gan  to  weste. 
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Hir  gilte  heres  -with  a  golden  threde 
Y-boanden  were,  imtressed  as  she  lay, 
And  naked  fro  the  breste  unto  the  hede 
Men  might  hir  see ;  and,  Bothly  for  to 

say,  270 

The  remenant  wel  kevered  to  my  pay 
Bight  with  a  subtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Ther  was  no  thikker  cloth  of  no  de- 

fencei 

The  place  yaf  a  thousand  savours  swote. 
And  Bachus,  god  of  wyn,  sat  hir  beeyde. 
And  Ceres  next,  that  doth  of  hunger 

bote ;  276 

And,  as  I  seide,  amiddes  lay  Cipryde, 
To  whom   on    knees  two  yonge  folkes 

cryde 
To  ben  hir  help ;  but  thus  I  leet  hir  lye. 
And  ferther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye 

That,  in  dispyte  of  Diane  the  chaste,  281 
Fnl  many  a  bowe  y-broke  heng  on  the 

wal 
Of  maydens,  snohe  as  gnnne  hir  tymes 

wast« 
In  hir  servyse ;  and  peynted  over  al 
Of  many  a  story,  of  which  I  touohe  shal 
A  fewe,  as  of  Calixte  and  Athalaunte,  286 
And  many  a  mayde,  of  which  the  name  I 

wante; 

Semyramus,  Candace,  and  Ercules, 
Biblis,  Dido,  Tisbe  and  Piramus, 
Tristram,  Isoude,  Paris,  and  Achilles,  290 
Eleyne,  Cleopatre,  and  Troilus, 
Silla,  and  eek  the  moder  of  Bomulus— 
Alle  these  were  peynted  on  that  other 

syde, 
And  al  hir  love,  and  in  what  plyte  they 

dyde. 

Whan  I  was  come  ayen  into  the  place  295 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene. 
Forth  welk  I  tho,  my-selven  to  solaoe. 
Tho  was  I  war  wher  that  ther  sat  a 

queue 
That,  as  of  light  the  somer-sonne  shene 
Fasseth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesure 
She  £Burer  was  than  any  creature.        301 

And  in  a  launde,  upon  an  hiUe  of  floures, 
Was  set  this  noble  goddesse  Nature ; 


Of  braunohes  were  hir  halles  and  hir 

boures, 
T-wrought  after  hir  craft  and  hir  mesure ; 
Ne  ther  nas  foul  that   oometh  of  en- 

gendrure,  306 

That  they  ne  were  prest  in  hir  presence, 
To  take  hir  doom  and  yeve  hir  audience. 

For  this  was  on  seynt  Valentynes  day, 
Whan  every  foul  cometh  ther  to  chese 

his  make,  3^^ 

Of  every  kinde,  that  men  thenke  may ; 
And  that    so   huge    a  noyse  gan  they 

make, 
That  erthe  and  see,  and  tree,  and  every 

lake 
So  ful  was,  that  unnethe  was  ther  space 
For  me  to  stonde,  so  ftd  was  al  the  placa 

And  right  as  Aleyn,  in  the  Fleynt  of 
Kinde,  316 

Devyseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face, 
In  swioh  aray  men  mighte[n]  hir  ther 

finde. 
This  noble  emperesse,  fVil  of  grace, 
Bi^  every  foul  to  take  his  owne  place,  320 
As  they  were  wont  alwey  fro  yeer  to 

yere, 
Seynt  Valentynes  day,  to  stonden  there. 

That  is  to  sey,  the  foules  of  ravyne 
Were  hyest  set;    and  than  the  foules 

smalo, 
That  eten  as  hem  nature  wolde  endyne, 
As  worm,  or  thing  of  whiche  I  telle  no 

tale ;  3^6 

But  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  the  dale  ; 
And  foul  that  liveth  by  seed  sat  on  the 

grene, 
And  that  so  fele,  that  wonder  was  to 

sene. 

Ther  mighte  men  the  royal  egle  finde. 
That  with  his  sharpe  look  perceth  the 

Sonne ;  33> 

And  other  egles  of  a  lower  kinde, 
Of  which  that  derkes  wel  devysen  conne. 
Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fethres 

donne 
And  greye,  I  mene  the  goshauk,  that 

doth  pyne  335 

To  briddes  for  his  outrageous  ravyne. 
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The  gentil  fanoon,  that  with   hig  feet 

distreyneth 
The  kinges  hond ;  the  hardy  sperhank 

eke, 
The  quayles  foo ;  the  merlion  that  peyneth 
Him-self  fal  ofte,  the  larke  for  to  soke  ; 
Ther   was    the    donve,    with    hir    eyen 

xneke ;  34  < 

The  jalous  swan,  ayens  his  deth  that 

singeth ; 
The  oale  eek,  that  of  dethe  the  hode 

hringeth  ; 

The  crane  the  geaont,  with  his  trompes 
Sonne; 

The  theef,  the  chogh  ;  and  eek  the  jang- 
ling pye ;  345 

The  scorning  jay ;  the  eles  foo,  the 
heronne ;  . 

The  false  lapwing,  Ail  of  treoherye ; 

The  stare,  that  the  connseyl  can  bewrye  ; 

The  tame  ruddok  ;  and  the  coward  kyte  ; 

The  ook,  that  orloge  is  of  thorpes  lyte ;  350 

The  sparow,  Yenns  sone ;  the  nightin- 
gale. 

That  olepeth  forth  the  fresshe  leves  newe ; 

The  swalow,  mordrer  of  the  flySs  smale 

That  maken  hony  of  flonres  fresshe  of 
hewe ; 

The  wedded  tnrtel,  with  hir  lierte  trewe ; 

The  i>eook,  with  his  aungels  fethres 
brighte ;  356 

The  fesaont,  soomer  of  the  cok  by  nighte ; 

The  waker  goos ;  the  cnkkow  ever  nn- 

kinde ; 
The  popinjay,  Ail  of  delicasye ; 
The  drake,  stroyer  of  his  owne  kinde ;  360 
The  stork,  the  wreker  of  avonteiye  ; 
The  hote  cormerannt  of  glotonye ; 
The  raven  wys,  the  crow  with  vois  of 

care ; 
The  throstel  olde  ;  the  frosty  feldefare. 

"What  shnlde  I  seyn  ?  of  fonles  every 
kinde  365 

That  in  this  worlde  han  fethres  and 
statnre, 

Hen  mighten  in  that  place  assembled 
finde 

Before  the  noble  goddesse  Nature. 

And  everich  of  hem  did  his  bei^  cure 


Benignely  to  chese  or  for  to  take,         370 
By  hir  acord,  his  formal  or  his  make. 

But  to  the  poynt — Nature  held  on  hir 

honde 
A  formel  egle,  of  shap  the  gentileste 
That  ever  she  among  hir  werkes  fonde. 
The  most  benigne  and  the  goodlieste  ; 
In  hir  was  every  vertu  at  his  reste,       376 
80  ferforth,  that    Nature   hir-self  had 

blisse 
To  loke  on  hir,  and  ofbe  hir  bek  to  kisse. 

Nature,  the  vicaire  of  th'almyghty  lorde, 
That  hoot,  cold,  hevy,  light,  [and]  moist 

and  dreye  380 

Hath  knit  by  even  noumbre  of  acorde, 
In  e^  vois  began  to  speke  and  seye, 
*Foules,  tak  hede  of  my    sentence,   I 

preye. 
And,  for  your  ese,  in  furthering  of  your 

nede,  384 

As  faste  as  I  may  speke,  I  wol  me  spede. 

Ye  know  wel  how,  seynt  Yalentynes  day. 
By  my  statut  and  through  my  gover- 

naunce. 
Ye  come  for  to  chese— and  flee  your  way — 
Your  makes,  as  I  prik  yow  with  plesaunce. 
But  natheles,  my  rightful  ordenaunce  390 
May  I  not  lete,  for  al  this  world  to  winne, 
That  he  that  most  is  worthy  shal  b^;inne. 

The  tercel  egle,  as  that  ye  knowen  wel, 
The  foul  royal  above  yow  in  degree, 
The  wyse  and  worthy,  seoree,  trewe  as 

Btel,  395 

The  which  I  •f  formed  have,  as  ye  may  see, 
In  every  part  as  hit  best  lyketh  me, 
Hit  nedeth  noght  his  shap  yow  to  devyse. 
He  shal  first  chese  and  speken  in  his 

gyse. 

And  after  him,  hy  order  shul  ye  chese,  400 
After  your  kinde,  everich  as  yow  lyketh. 
And,  as  your  hap  is,  shul  ye  winne  or 

lese; 
But  which  of  yow  that  love  most  en- 

tryketh, 
GK>d  sonde  him  hir  that  sorest  for  him 

qyketh.' 
And  therwith-al  the  tercel  gan  she  calle. 
And  seyde,  *my  sone,  the  choys  is  to 

thee  fUle.  406 
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But  nathelefl,  in  this  condioiouii 
Mot  be  the  choys  of  everich  that  is  here, 
That  she  agree  to  his  elecciotinf  409 

Wbo-so  he  be  that  shtilde  been  hir  fere  ; 
This  is  our  usage  alwey,  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  who  so  may  at  this  time  hare  his 

grace. 
In  blisfol  tyme  he  00m  in-to  this  place.* 

With  hed  enclyned  and  with  tal  humble 

chere 
This  royal  tercel  spak  and  taried  nonght ; 
*■  Unto  my  sovereyn  lady,  and  noght  my 

fere,  416 

I  chese,  and  chese  with  wille  and  herte 

and  thonght, 
The   formel   on    your   bond   so   wel  y> 

wronght, 
Whos  I  am  al  and  ever  wol  hir  serve, 
Do  what  hir  list,  to  do  me  live  or  sterve. 

Beeeching  hir  of  mercy  and  of  grace,  421 
As  she  that  is  my  lady  sovereyne  ; 
Or  let  me  dye  present  in  this  place. 
For  certes,  long  may  I  not  live  in  peyne  ; 
For  in  myn  herte  is  oorven  every  veyne  ; 
Havingreward[al]onlytomytrouthe,  426 
My  dere   herte,  have    on    my  wo  som 
Tonthe. 

And  if  that  I  to  hir  be  fonnde  nntrewe, 
Disobeysannt,  or  wilfdl  negligent, 
Avaontonr,  or  in  proces  love  a  newe,  430 
I  pray  to  you  this  be  my  jngement, 
That  with  these  fonles  I  be  al  to-rent, 
That  ilke  day  that  ever  she  me  finde 
To  hir  untrewe,  or  in  my  gilte  unkinde. 

And  sin  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  wel  as  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  behette,  436 
Than  oghte  she  be  myn    thonrgh    hir 

mercy, 
For  other  bond  can  I  noon  on  hir  knette. 
For  never,  for  no  wo,  ne  shal  I  lette  439 
To  serven  hir,  how  fer  so  that  she  wende  ; 
Sey  what  yow  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.' 

Bight  as  the  fresshe,  rede  rose  newe 
Ayen  the  somer-sonne  coloured  is, 
Bight  so  for  shame  al  wezen  gan  the 

hewe 
Of  this  formel,  whan  she  herde  al  this  ; 
She  neyther  answerde  *wel,'  ne  s^de 

446 


So  sore  abasshed  was  she,  til  that  Nature 
Seyde,  *  doghter,  drede  yow  noght,  I  yow 
assure.' 

Another  tercel  egle  spak  anoon 

Of  lower  kinde,  and  seyde,  *that  shal 

not  be ;  45i> 

I  love  hir  bet  than  ye  do,  by  seynt  John, 
Or  atte  leste  I  love  hir  as  wel  as  ye ; 
And  longer  have  served  hir,  in  my  degree, 
And  if  she  shulde  have  loved  for  long 

loving,  454 

To  me  allone  had  been  the  guerdoning. 

I  dar  eek  seye,  if  she  me  finde  fals, 
Unkinde,  j angler,  or  rebel  any  wyse. 
Or  jalous,  do  me  hongen  by  the  hals  ! 
And  but  I  here  me  in  hir  servyse 
As  wel  as  that  my  wit  can  me  suf^^se,  460 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  hir  honour  for  to 

save, 
Tak  she  my  lyf,  and  al  the  good  I  have.' 

The  thridde  tercel  egle  answerde  tho, 
'  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  leyser  here  ; 
For  every  fovl  cryeth  out  to  been  a-go  465 
Forth  with  his  make,  or  with  his  lady 

dere; 
And  eek  Nature  hir-self  ne  wol  nought 

here, 
For  tarying  here,  noght  half  that  I  wolde 

seye; 
And  but  I  speke,  I  mot  for  sorwe  deye. 

Of  long  servyse  avaunte  I  me  no-thing, 
But  as  possible  is  me  to  dye  to-day  471 
For  wo,  as  he  that  hath  ben  languisshing 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  mi^ 
A  man  may  serven  bet  and  more  to  pay 
In  half  a  yere,al-though  hit  were  no  more, 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  ful 
yore.  47^ 

I  ne  say  not  this  by  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  servyse  that  may  my  lady  plese ; 
But  I  dar  seyn,  I  am  hir  trewest  man 
As  to  my  dome,  and  feynest  wolde  hir  ese ; 
At  shorte  wordes,  tU  that  deth  me  sese,  481 
I  wol  ben  hires,  whether  I  wake  or  winke, 
And  trewe  in  al  that  herte  may  bethinke.* 

Of  al  my  lyf^  sin  that  day  I  was  bom. 
So  gentil  plee  in  love  or  other  thing    485 
Ne  herde  never  no  man  me  befozn. 
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Who-{8o]  that  liadde  leyBer  and  cniming 
For  to  rehene  hir  chere  and  hir  speking ; 
And  from  the  morwe  gan  this  speohe  laste 
Til  donnwarddrowthe  Bonne'wonderfaste. 

The  noyae  of  fonles  for  to  ben  delivered  491 
80  loude  rong,  *have  doon  imd  let  vlb 

wende ! ' 
That  wel  wende  I  the  wode  had  al  to- 

shivered. 
^  Come  of ! '  they  ciyde,  *  alias  I  ye  wil  us 

shende ! 
Whan  shal  yonr  onrsed  pleding  have  an 

endo  ?  495 

How  shnlde  a  jnge  eyther  party  leve, 
For  yee  or  nay,  with-outen  any  preve  ? ' 

The  gooSf  the  cokkow,  and  the  doko  also 
So  cxyden  '  kek,  kek ! '  '  knkkow ! ' '  qnek, 

quek ! '  hye, 
That  thorgh  myn  eres  the  noyse  wente  tho. 
The  goos  seyde,  *  al  this  nis  not  worth  a 

flye !  501 

Bat  I  can  shape  hereof  a  remedye, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  verdit  faire  and  swythe 
For  water-foul,   who-so   be    wrooth    or 

blythe.' 

*And  I  for  worm-foul/  seyde  the  fool 
cTikkow,  505 

'  For  I  wol,  of  myn  owne  anctoritd, 
For  comone  spede,  take  the  charge  now, 
For  to  delivere  ns  is  gret  charity/ 
*  Ye  may  abyde  a  whyle  yet,  parde ! ' 
Seide  the  turtel,  *  if  hit  be  your  wille  510 
A  wight  may  speke,  him  were  as  good  be 
stille. 

I  am  a  seed-fool,  oon  the  nnworthieste, 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  lltel  of  konninge ; 
But  hot  is  that  a  wightes  tonge  reste 
Than  entremeten  him  of  such  doinge  515 
Of  which  he  neyther  rede  can  nor  singe. 
And  who-so  doth,  fnl  fonle  himself  adoy- 

eth. 
For  office  nncommitted  ofbe  anoyeth.' 

Katnre,  which  that  alway  had  an  ere 
To  mormonr  of  tho  lewednes  behinde,  520 
With  facoond   voys   seide,   *hold  your 

tonges  there ! 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  coonseyl  finde 
You  to  delivere,  and  fro  this  noyse  un- 

binde; 


I  juge,  of  every  folk  men  shal  oon  oalle 
To  seyn  the  vei^t  for  you  foules  alle.'5a5 

Assented  were  to  this  oondnsioun 
The  briddes  alle  ;  and  foules  of  ravyne 
Han  chosen  first,  by  pleyn  eleccioun. 
The  teroelet  of  the  faucon,  to  difiyne  539 
Al  hir  sentence,  and  as  him  list,  termyne ; 
And  to  Nature  him  gonnen  to  presente, 
And  she  aooepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercelet  seide  than  in  this  manere  : 

*  Ful  hard  were  hit  to  preve  hit  by  resoun 
Who  loveth  best  this  gentil  formel  here ; 
For  everioh  hath  swich  replicacioun,  536 
That   noon   by  skilles    may  be    broght 

a-doun  ; 
I  can  not  seen  that  arguments  avayle ; 
Than  semeth  hit  ther  moste  be  batayle.' 

*  Al  redy ! '  quod  these  egles  tercels  tho. 

*  Nay,  sirs  1 '  quod  he,  *  if  that  I  dorste  it 

seye,  541 

Ye  doon  me  wrong,  my  talo  is  not  y-do ! 
For  sirs,  ne  taketh  noght  a-gref,  I  preye, 
It  may  noght  gon,  as  ye  wolde,  in  this 

weye; 
Oure  is  the  vo3rs  that  han  tho  charge  in 

honde,  545 

And  to  the  juges  dome  ye  moten  stonde  ; 

And  therfor  pees !  I  seye,  as  to  my  wit, 
He  wolde  thinke  how  that  the  worthieste 
Of  knighthode,  and  longest  hath  used  hit, 
Moste  of  estat,  of  blode  the  gentileste,  550 
Were  sittingest  for  hir,  if  that  hir  leste; 
And  of  these  three  she  wot  hir-solf,  I  trowe, 
Which  that  he  be,  for  hit  is  light  to 
knowe. ' 

The  water-foules  han  her  hcdes  leyd 
Togeder,  and  of  short  avysement,         555 
Whan  everich  had  his  largo  golee  seyd, 
They  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  assent, 
How  that  *  the  goos,  with  hir  facounde 

gent, 
That  so  desjrroth  to  pronounce  our  nede, 
Shal  telle  our  tale,'  and  preyde  '  god  hb: 

spede.'  560 

And  for  these  water-foulcs  tho  began 
The  goos  to  speke,  and  in  hir  cakelinge 
She  seyde,  ^peesl  now  tak  kepe  every 
man. 
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And   herkeneUi  which  a  leion  I  shal 

turinge; 
Hy  wit  is  sharp,  I  love  no  taryinge ;    565 
I  seye,  I  rede  him,  though  he  were  my 

brother, 
Sat    she  wol   love  him,  lat  him  love 

another ! ' 

'  Jx>  here  !  a  parfit  reson  of  a  goos  ! ' 
Qaod  the  sperhauk ;  *  never  mot  she  thee ! 
Lo,  Bwich  hit  is  to  have  a  tonge  loos !  570 
No-w  parde,  fool,  yet  were  hit  bet  for 

thee 
Have  holde  thy  pees,  than  shewed  thy 

nycete! 
Hit  lyth  not  in  his  wit  nor  in  his-wiUe, 
Bat  sooth'  is  seyd,  "  a  fool  can  noght  be 

stale."' 

The  laughter  arooe  of  gentU  foules  alle, 
And  right  anoon  the  seed-foul  chosen 

hadde  576 

The  turtel  trewe,  and  gnnne  hir  to  hem 

caUe, 
And  preyden  hir  to  seye  the  sothe  sadde 
Of  this  matere,  and  asked  what  she  radde ; 
And  she  answerde,  that  pl^ynly  hir  en- 

tente  580 

She  wolde  shewe,  and  sothly  what  she 

mente. 

'  Kay,  godforbede  alover  shuldechaunge ! ' 
The  turtel  seyde,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed ; 
*Thogh  •that   his    lady    ever-more    be 

straunge,  584 

Tet  let  him  serve  hir  ever,  til  he  be  deed  ; 
For  sothe,  I  preyse  noght  the  gooses  reed ; 
For  thogh  she  deyed,  I  wolde  non  other 

make, 
I  wol  ben  hires,  til  that  thedeth  me  take/ 

*  Wei  bonrded ! '  quod  the  doke,  *  by  my 
hat!  589 

That  men  shulde  alwey  lovon,  causeles, 

Who  can  a  reson  finde  or  wit  in  that  ? 

Daunceth  he  muxy  that  is  mirtheles  ? 

Who  shulde  reoche  of  that  is  reccheles  ? 

Te,  quek  ! '  yit  quod  the  doke,  ful  wel  and 
faire, 

'  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 
paire  I '  595 


'  Now  fy,  cherl ! '  quod  the  gentil  teroelet, 
'  Out  of  the  dunghil  com  that  word  ful 

right, 
Thou  canst  noght  see  which  thing  is  wel 

be-set : 
Thou  farest  by  love  as  oules  doon  by  light, 
The  day  hem  blent,  fill  wel  they  see  hy 

night ;  600 

Thy  kind  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse, 
That  what  love  is,  thou  canst  nat  see  ne 

geese.' 

Tho  gan  the  cukkow  putte  him  forth  in 

prees 
For  foul  that  eteth  worm,  and  seide  blyve, 

*  So  I,'  quod  he,  *  may  have  my  make  in 

pees,  605 

I  recche  not  how  longe  that  ye  stryve  ; 
Lat  ech  of  hem  be  sole3m  al  hir  lyve, 
This  is  my  reed,  sin  they  may  not  aoorde ; 
This  shorte  lesson  nedeth  noght  recorde.' 

*  Te !  have  the  glotoon  fild  ynogh  his 

paunche,  6x0 

Than  are  we  wel ! '  seyde  the  merlioun  ; 

*  Thou  mordrer  of  the  heysugge  on  the 

braunche 
That  broghte  thee  forth,  thou  frewthelees 

glotoun  I 
Live  thou  soleyn,  wormes  cormpcioun  ! 
For  no  fors  is  of  lakke  of  thy  nature  ;  615 
Go,  lowed  be  thou,  whyl  the  world  may 

dure! ' 

*  Now  pees,'  quod  Nature,  *  I  comaunde 

here; 
For  I  have  herd  al  your  oplnioun, 
And  in  efifeot  yet  be  we  never  the  nere  ; 
But  fynally,  this  is  my  conclusioun,    620 
That  she  hir-self  shal  han  the  eleccioun 
Of  whom  hir  list,  who-eo  be  wrooth  or 

biythe. 
Him  tliat  she  cheest,  he  shal  hir  have  as 

swythfih 

For  sith  hit  may  not  here  discussed  be 
Who  loveth  hir  best,  as  seide  the  tercelet. 
Than  wol  I  doon  hir  this  favour,  that 

she  626 

Shal  have  right  him  on  whom  hir  herte 

is  set, 
And  he  hir  that  his  herte  hath  on  hir 

knetw 


no 
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This  juge  I,  Nature,  for  I  may  not  ly6  ; 
To  noon  estat  I  have  non  other  y6.      630 

But  as  for  connseyl  for  to  chese  a  make, 
If  hit  were  reson,  oertes,  than  wolde  I 
Gonnseyle  yow  the  royal  tercel  take, 
As  seide  the  tercelet  fnl  skilfully. 
As  for  the  gentilest  and  most  worthy,  635 
Which  I  have  wroght  so  wel  to  my  ples- 

annce ; 
That  to  yow  oghte  been  a  soffisannce.' 

With   dredful  vois   the   formel  hir  an- 

swerde, 
'  My  rightfol  lady,  goddesse  of  Natnre, 
Soth  is  that  I  am  ever  nnder  your  yerde, 
Lyk  as  is  everioho  other  creature,        641 
And  moot  be  youres  whyl  my  lyf  may 

dure  ; 
And  therfor  graunteth  me  my  firste  bone. 
And  myn  entente  I  wol  yow  sey  right 

sone.' 

'  I  giaunte  it  you,'  quod  she ;  and  right 
anoon  645 

This  formel  egle  spak  in  this  degree, 

*  Almighty  queue,  unto  this  yeer  be  doon 
I  aske  respit  for  to  avysen  me. 

And  after  that  to   have   my   choys   al 

free ; 
This  al  and  som,  that  I  wolde  speke  and 

seye ;  650 

Ye  gete  no  more,  al-though  ye  do  me  deye. 

I  wol  noght  serven  Tonus  ne  Cupyde 
For  sothe  as  yet,  by  no  manere  woy/ 

*  Now  sin  it  may  non  other  wyse  betyde,' 
Quod  tho  Nature,  '  here  is  no  more  to 

sey;  655 

Than  wolde  I  that  these  foules  were  a-wey 
£ch  with  his  make,  for  tarying  longer 

here  ' — 
And  seyde  hem  thus,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

'To  you    speke    I,    ye    tercelets,'  quod 

Nature, 
'  Beth  of  good  herte  and  serveth,  alle 

three ;  660 

A  yeer  is  not  so  longe  to  endure. 
And  ech  of  yow  peyne  him,  in  his  degree, 
For  to  do  wel ;  for,  god  wot,  quit  is  she 


Fro  yow  this  yeer ;  what  after  so  befalle, 
This  entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alle.'  665 

And  whan  this  work  al  broght  was  to  an 

ende, 
To  eveiy  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
By  even  acorde,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

wende. 
A !  lord !  the  blisiie  and  joye  that  they 

make !  669 

For  ech  of  hem  gan  other  in  winges  take, 
And  with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  winde. 
Thanking  alwey  the  noble  goddesse  of 

kinde. 

But  first  were  chosen  foules  for  to  stnge. 
As  yeer  by  yere  was  alwey  hir  usaunce 
To  singe  a  roundel  at  hir  departinge,  675 
To  do  Nature  honour  and  plesaunce. 
The  note,  I  trowe,  maked  was  in  Fraunce ; 
The  wordes  were  swich  as  ye  may  beer 

finde. 
The  nexte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  minde. 

Qui  him  atJiM  a  tard  otiblit, 

'Now  weloom    somer,    with    thy  sonne 

sofbe,  680 

That  hast  this  wintres  weders  over-shake, 

And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blake ! 

Seynt  Valentyn,    that   art   ful   hy   on- 
lofte;— 

Thus  singen  smale  foules  for  thy  sake — 
Novc  vjdcom  somer,  tdth  thytcmne  stifle,  685 
That  hatt  this  wisUrei  weden  over-thake. 

Wel  ban  they  cause  for  to  gladen  ofte, 
Sith  ech  of  hem  recovered  hath  his  make ; 
Ful  blisfol  may  they  singen  whan  they 
wake  ; 
JVoio  todcom  tomer^  with  thy  tonne  tc^/le^  690 
That  haat  this  tdntree  toedert  over-ahake. 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightea  blake.* 

And  with  the  showting,  whan  hir  song 

was  do. 
That  foules  maden  at  hir  flight  a-way, 
I  wook,  and  other  bokes  took  me  to     695 
To  rede  upon,  and  yet  I  rede  alway ; 
I  hope,  y-wis,  to  rede  so  som  day 
That  I  shal  mete  som  thing  for  to  fare  698 
The  bet ;  and  thus  to  rede  I  nil  not  spare. 


Explicit  tractatna  de  congregadone  Volucrnm  die  sanctl  Valentini. 


VI.    Si  (C^TMfttxfii  io  Qt0  Ba'^T^. 


Ill 


VI.     A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 


I.    {In  9eve»^ine  «tonea«.) 

TiiK  longe  night,  -whan  every  creatnre 
Shnlde  have  hir  rest  in  Bomwhat,  aa  by 
kinde. 
Or  elles  ne  may  hir  lyf  nat  long  endure, 
Hit  falleth  most  in-to  my  wofol  minde 
How  I  so  fer  have  broght  my-self  be- 
hinde,  5 

That,  sanf  the  deeth,  ther  may  no-thing 

me  lisse, 
So  desespcdred  I  am  from  alle  blisse. 

This  same  thoght   me   lasteth  til    the 

morwe, 

And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve; 

Ther  nedeth  me  no  care  for  to  borwe,    10 

for  bothe  I  have  good  leyser  and  good 

leve ; 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  wol  me  wo  bereve 
To  wepe  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fille ; 
The  sore  spark  of  peyne  fdoth  me  spille. 

n.    {In  TenaRhna;  imperfect,) 

[fThe  sore  spark  of  peyne  doth  me  spille ;] 

This  Love  hath  [eek]  me  set  in  swioh  a 

place  16 

That  my  de^yr  [he]  never  wol  fnlfille ; 

For  neither  pitee,  mercy,  neither  grace 

CSan  I  nat  finde ;  and  ffro  my  sorwiul 

herte, 
For  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nat  arace.    ao 
The  more  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  me 
smerte; 
Through  which  I  see,Mrith-oute  remedye, 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  wyse 
asterte; 
[fFor  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye]. 

lO.    {In  Terza  Rima ;  imperfect.) 

Cf  Thns  am  I  slain,  with  sorwes  fill  dy- 
verse ;  a$ 

Fnl  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  taken 
hede} 


Now  sothly,  what  she  hight  I  wol  re- 
herse ; 
Hir  name  is  Bountee,  set  in  womanhede, 
Sadnesse  in  youthe,  and  Beautee  pryde- 

lees. 
And  Plesaunce,  under  govemaunce  and 
drode ;  30 

Hir  surname  eek  is  Faire  Bewthelees, 
The  Wyse,  y-knit  un-to  Qood  Aventure, 
That,  for  I  love  hir,  "f  sleeth  me  giltelees. 
Hir  love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure, 
Bet  than  my*8elf  an  hundred  thousand 
deel,  35 

Than  al  this  worldes  richesse  or  crea- 
ture. 
Now  hath  nat  Lov6  me  bestowed  weel 
To  lov6,  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 
Alias !  right  thus  is  turned  me  the  wheel, 
Thus  am  I  slayn  with  loves  fyiy  dart.   40 
I  can  but  love  hir  best,  my  swete  fo  ; 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art 
But  serve  alwey,  and  stinte  for  no  wo. 

lY.    {In  tenAine  etansaa.) 

[  With]-in  my  trewe  careful  herte  ther  is 
So  moohe  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  blis,       45 

That  wo  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bore  ; 
For  al  that  thing  which  I  desyre  I  mis, 
And  al  that  ever  I  wolde  nat,  Lwis, 

That  finde  I  redy  to  me  evermore ; 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne.  50 

For  she  that  mighte  me  out  of  this 
bringe 

Ne  reccheth  nat  whether  I  wepe  or 
singe; 
So  litel  rewthe  hath  she  upon  my  peyne. 

Alias !  whan  sleping-time  is,  than  I  wake, 
Whan  I  shulde  daunce,  for  fere  than  I 

quake ;  55 

[f  Tow  rekketh  never  wher  I  flete  or 

sinke ;] 
This  hevy  lyf  I  lede  for  your  sake, 
Thogh  ye  ther-of  in  no  wyse  hede  take. 
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[f  For  on  my  wo  yow  deyneth  not  to 
thinke.]  59 

Hy  hertes  lady,  and  hool  my  lyvea  qnene  I 
For  trewly  dorste  I  seyei  as  that  I  fele, 
He  semeth  that  yonr  swete  herte  of  stele 

Is  whetted  now  ageynes  me  to  kene. 

Hy  dere  herte,  and  best  beloved  fo, 
"Why  lyketh  yow  to  do  me  al  this  wo,    65 
What  have  I  doon  that  greveth  yow,  or 
sayd, 
But  for  I  serve  and  love  yow  and  no  mo  ? 
And  whylst  I  live,  I  wol  -f  do  ever  so ; 
And  therfor,  swete,  ne  beth  nat  evil 
apayd. 
For  so  good  and  so  fair  as  [that]  ye  be,  70 
Hit  were  [a]  right  gret  wonder  bat  ye 

hadde 
Of  alle  servants,  bothe  goode  and  badde ; 
And  leest  worthy  of  alle  hem,  I  am  he. 

Bnt  never-the-les,  my  righte  lady  swete, 
Thogh  that  I  be  nnconning  and  nnmete  75 

To  serve  as  I  best  conde  ay  your  hy- 
nesse, 
Yit  is  ther  fayner  noon,  that  wolde  I  hete, 
Than  I,  to  do  fyow  ese,  or  ellos  bete 

What-so  I  wiste  were  to  fyow  distresse. 
And  hadde  I  might  as  good  as  Ihave  wille. 

Than  shnlde  ye  fele  wher  it  wer  so  or 
noon ;  81 

For  *t-in  this  worlde  living  is  ther  noon 
That  iayner  wolde  your  hertes  wil  falfille. 

For  bothe  I  love,  and  eek  dreed  yow  so 

sore. 
And  algates  moot,  and  have  doon  yow, 
ful  jrore,  85 

That  bet  loved  is  noon,  ne  never  shal ; 
And  yit  I  wolde  beseche  yow  of  no  more 
Bnt  leveth  wel,  and  be  nat  wrooth  ther- 
fore. 
And  lat  me  serve  yow  forth  ;   lo  I  this 
is  al. 
For  I  am  nat  so  hardy  ne  so  wood         90 
For  to  desire  that  ye  shnlde  love  me ; 
For  wel  I  wot,  alias  !  that  may  nat  be ; 
I  am  so  litel  worthy,  and  ye  so  good. 

For  ye  be  oon  the  worthiest  on-lyve, 
And  I  the  most  unlykly  for  to  thiyve ;  95 
Yit,  for  al  this,  [now]  witeth  ye  right 
wele, 


That  ye  ne  shnl  me  from  yonr  service 

dryve 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  alle  my  wittes  fsrve, 

Serve  yt>w  trewly,  what  wo  so  that  I  fele. 

For  I  am  set  on  3row  in  swich  manere  100 

That,  thogh  ye  never  wil  upon  me  rewe, 

I  moste  yow  love,  and  fever  been  as 

trewe 

As  any  can  or  may  on-lyve  [here]. 

fThe  more  that  I  love  yow,  goodly  free, 
The  lasse  filnde  I  that  ye  loven  me ;      105 

Alias!  whan  shal  that  harde  wit  a- 
mende  ? 
Wher  is  now  al  your  wommanly  pitee, 
Yonr  gentilesse  and  yonr  debonairtee, 

Wil  ye  no   thing  ther-of  npon   me 
spende? 
And  so  hool,  swete,  as  I  am  yonrea  al,  no 

And  so  gret  wil  as  I  have  yow  to  serve, 

Now,  oertes,  and  ye  lete  me  thus  sterve, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  ther-on  but  a  smal. 

For,  at  my  knowing,  I   do   fno-thing 

why. 
And  this  I  wol  beseche  yow  hertely,     115 

That,  ther  ever  ye  finde,  whyl  ye  live, 
A  trewer  servant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
Leveth    [me]    thanne,    and    sleeth   me 
hardely. 
And  I  my  deeth  to  jrou  wol  al  forgive. 
And  if  ye  finde  no  trewer  fman  than  me, 
[Why]  will  ye  suffre  than  that  I  thus 
spille,  131 

And  for  no  maner  gilt  but  my  good 
wille? 
As  good  wer  thanne  untrewe  as  trewe 
to  be. 

But  I,  my  lyf  and  deeth,  to  yow  obesre. 
And  with  right  buxom  herte  hoolly  I 
preye,  1*5 

As  [is]  your  moste  plesure,  so  doth  by  me ; 
+Wel  lever  is  me  lyken  yow  and  deye 
Than  for  to  any  thing  or  thinke  or  seye 
That  fmighte  jrow  offende  in  any  tyme. 
And  therfor,  swete,  rewe  on  my  peynes 
smerte,  130 

And  of  your  grace  granteth  me  som 

droi)e; 
For  elles  may  me  la«te  f  blis  ne  hope, 
Ne  f  dwellen  in  my  trouble  careful  herte. 
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VII.     ANELIDA  AND  AKCITE. 


The  Compleynt  of  feire  AneUda 
and  fals  Arctte. 

Proem. 

Thou  ferse  god  of  armes,  Mars  the  rede, 
That  in  tho  frosty  conntry  called  Trace, 
Within  thy  grisly  temple  fnl  of  drede 
Honoured  art,  as  patronn  of  that  place ! 
With  thy  BeUona,  Pallas,  ful  of  grace,   5 
Be  present,  and  my  song  continne  and 

gye; 
At  my  beginning  thus  to  thee  I  oiye. 

For  hit  fhl  depe  is  sonken  in  my  minde, 
With  pitons  herte  in  English  for  t'endyte 
This  olde  storie,in  Latin  which  I  finde,  10 
Of  qnene  Anelida  and  fals  Aroite, 
That  elde,  which  that  al  can  frete  and 

byte, 
As  hit  hath  freten  mony  a  noble  storie, 
Hath  nigh  devonred  ont  of  our  memorio. 

Be  &Torable  eek,  thou  Polymnia,  15 

On  Pamaso  that,  with  thy  sostres  glade, 
By  Elicon,  not  fer  from  Cirrea, 
Singest  with  vois  memorial  in  the  shade, 
Under  the  laorer  which  that  may  not 

^Eule, 
And  do  that  I  my  ship  to  haven  winne ;  ao 
First    folow   I    Stace,   and    after   him 

Corinne. 

The  Story. 

lamque  domoepatriae^Ae. ;  Statii  Thebais, 

xii5i9. 

Whan  Theseus,  with  werres  longe  and 

grete. 
The  aspre  folk  of  Cithe  had  over-come, 
With  lanrer  cronned,  in  his  char  gold- 
bete, 
Hoom  to  his  contre-honses  is  y-come ; —  35 
For  which  the  peple  blisftil,  al  andsomme, 
80  ciyden,  that  unto  the  sterres  hit  wente, 
And  him  to  hononren  dide  al  hir  en- 
tente;— 


Befom  this  dnk,  in  signe  of  hy  victorle. 
The  trompes  come,  and  in  his  baner  large 
The  image  of  Mars;  and,  in  token  of 

glorie,  31 

Men  mighten    seen    of  tresor  many  a 

chai^. 
Many  a  bright  helm,  and  many  a  spere 

and  targe. 
Many  a  freah  knight,  and  many  a  blisfal 

ronte, 
On  hors,  on  fote,  in  al  the  felde  abonte.  35 

Ipolita  his  W3^,  the  hardy  qnene 
Of  Cithia,  that  he  oonqaered  hadde, 
With  Emelye,  hir  yonge  snster  shene, 
Faire  in  a  char  of  golde  he  with  him  ladde. 
That  al  the  ground  abonte  hir  char  she 

spradde  40 

With  brightnesse  of  the  beautee  in  hir 

face, 
Fnlfild  of  largesse  and  of  alle  grace. 

With  his  trinmphe  and  lanrerKsronned 

thns. 
In  al  the  flonre  of  fortunes  yevinge, 
Lete  I  this  noble  prince  Theseus  45 

Toward  Athenes  in  his  wey  rydinge, 
And  founde  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bringe 
The  slye  w^  of  that  I  gan  to  wryte, 
Of  qnene  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite. 

Mars,  which  that  through  his  furious 

course  of  yre,  50 

The  olde  wrath  of  Juno  to  ftilfLlle, 
Hath  set  the  peples  hertes  botho  on  fyre 
Of  Thebes  and  Grece,  everich  other  to 

kille 
With  blody  speres,  ne  rested  never  stille. 
But  throng  now  her,  now  ther,  among 

hem  bothe,  55 

That  everich  other  slough,  so  wer  they 

wrothe. 

For  whan  Amphiorax  and  lydeus, 
Ipomedon,  Parthonopee  also 
Were  dede,  and  slayn  [was]  proud  Cam- 
paneus, 


114 


Zh  (nimot  ^oetiu(« 


And  whan  the  wrecches  Thehans,  breth- 

eren  two,  60 

Were  slayn,  and  king  Adxastos  hoom 

So  desolat  stood  Thebes  and  so  bare, 
That  no  wight  conde  remedie  of  his  care. 

And  whan  the  olde  Creon  gan  espye 
How  that  the  blood    roial  was  broght 

adonn,  6$ 

He  held  the  cite  by  his  tirannye, 
And  did  the  gentils  of  that  reg^oun 
To  been  his  frendes,  and  dwellen  in  the 

tonn. 
So  what  for  love  of  him,  and  what  for  awe. 
The  noble  folk  wer  to  the  tonne  y-drawe. 

Among  al  these,  Anelida  the  qnene       71 
Of  Ermony  was  in  that  tonn  dwellinge, 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  sonne  shene ; 
Through-out  the  world  so  gan  hir  name 

springe, 
That  hir  to  seen  had  every  wight  lykinge  ; 
For,  as  of  trouthe,  is  ther  noon  hir  liche,  76 
Of  al  the  women  in  this  worlde  riche. 

Tong  was  this  qnene,  of  twenty  yeer  of 

elde. 
Of  midel  stature,  and  of  swich  faimesse, 
That  nature  had  a  joye  hir  to  behelde ;    80 
And  for  to  speken  of  hir  stedfastnesse. 
She  passed  hath  Penelope  and  Lucresse, 
And  shortly,  if  she  shal  be  comprehended. 
In  hir  ne  mighte  no-thing  been  amended. 

This  Theban  knight  [Aroite]  eek,  sooth  to 

seyn,  85 

Was  yong,  and  ther^with-«d  a  lusty  knight, 

But  he  was  double  in  love  and  no-thing 

pleyn. 
And  subtil  in  that  crafte  over  any  wight, 
And  with  his  cunning  wan    this  lady 

bright ; 
For  so  ferforth  he  gan  hir  trouthe  assure, 
That  she  him  ftrust  over  any  creature.  91 

What  shuld  I  seyn  ?  she  loved  Arcite  so. 
That, whan  that  he  was  absent  any  throwe. 
Anon  hir  thoghte  hir  herte  brast  a-two  ; 
For  in  hir  sight  to  hir  he  bar  him  lowe,  95 
So  that  she  wende   have  al  his  herte 

y-knowe ; 
But  he  was  fals ;  it  nas  but  fe3med  chere, 
As  nedeth  not  to  men  such  craft  to  lere. 


But  never-the-les  Ail  mikel  besinesse 
Had  he,  er  thaC  he  mighte  his  lady  winne, 
And  swoor  he  wolde  dyen  for  distresse,ioi 
Or  from  his  wit  he  seyde  he  wolde  twinne. 
Alas,  the  whyle  !  for  hit  was  routhe  and 

sinne, 
That  she  upon  his  sorowes  wolde  rewe, 
But  no-thing  thenketh  the  fals  as  doth 

the  trewe.  105 

Hir  fredom  fond  Arcite  in  swich  manere, 
That  al  was  his  that  she  hath,  moche  or 

lyte, 
Ke  to  no  creature  made  she  chere 
Ferther  than  that  hit  lyked  to  Arcite  ; 
Ther  was  no  lak  with  which  he  mighte 

hir  wyte,  1 10 

She  was  so  ferforth  yeven  him  to  plese. 
That  al  that  lyked  him,  hit  did  hir  ese. 

Ther  nas  to  hir  no  maner  lettre  y-sent 
That    touched    love,    from    any   maner 

wight. 
That  she  no  shewed  hit  him,  er  hit  was 

brent;  115 

So  plejm  she  was,  and  did  hir  fulle  might, 
That  she  nil  hyden  nothing  from  hir 

knight. 
Lest  he  of  any  untrouthe  hir  upbreyde ; 
Withouten  bode  his  heste  she  obeyde. 

And  eek  he  made  him  jelous  over  here,  120 
That,  what  that  any  man  had  to  hir  seyd, 
Anoon  he  wolde  preyen  hir  to  swere 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  evel 

apayd ; 
Than  wende  she  out  of  hir  wit  have  brayd ; 
But  al  this  nas  but  sleight  and  fiateiye, 
Withouten  love  he  feyned  jelosye.         126 

And  al  this  took^  she  so  debonerly. 
That  al  his  wille,  hir  thoghte  hit  skilful 

thing, 
And  ever  the  longer  floved  him  tenderly. 
And  did  him  honour  as  he  were  a  king.  130 
Hir  herte  was  wedded  to  him  with  aring ; 
So  ferforth  upon  trouthe  is  hir  entente, 
That  wher  he  goth,  hir  herte  with  him 

wente. 

Whan  she  shal  ete,  on  him  is  so  hir 

thoght,  134 

That  wed  unnethe  of  mete  took  she  keep  ; 
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And  whan  that   ahe  was  to  hir  reste 

broght, 
On  him  she  thoghte  alwey  til  that  she 

sleep ; 
Whan  ho  was  absent,  prevely  she  weep  ; 
Tbtis  livcth  fair  Anelida  the  qnene      139 
For  £b1s  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene. 

This  fals  Arcite,  of  his  new-fangelnesse, 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lesse  deyntee  for  hir  stedfastnesse. 
And  saw  another  lady,  proud  and  newe, 
And  right  anon  he  cladde  him  in  hir 

hewe —  145 

Wot  I  not  whether  in  whyte,  rede,  or 

grene — 
And  feJiaed  fair  Anelida  the  qnene. 

Bat  never-the-les,  gret  wonder  was  hit 

noon 
Thogh  he  wer  fals,  for  hit  is  kinde  of 

man,  149 

Sith  Lamek  was,  that  is  so  longe  agoon. 
To  been  in  love  as  fals  as  ever  he  can  ; 
He  was  the  firsts  fader  that  began 
To  loven  two,  and  was  in  bigamye  ; 
And  he  found  tentes  first,  but-if  men  lye. 

This  fals  Aroite  sumwhat  moste  he  feyne, 
Whan  he  wex  fals,  to  covere  his  trai- 

torye,  156 

Bight  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  byte  and 

pleyne ; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  trecherye, 
And   swoor  he   coude    hir   doublen^se 

espye, 
And  al  was  falsnes  that  she  to  him  mente ; 
Thus  swoor  this  theef,  and  forth  his  way 

he  wente.  161 

Alas  !  what  herte  might  enduren  hit, 
For  Touthe  or  wo,  hir  sorow  for  to  telle  ? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  cunning  or  the 

wit? 
Or  what  man  might  with*in  the  chambre 

dwelle,  165 

If  I  to  him  reheraen  shal  the  helle. 
That  sufEreth  fair  Anelida  the  queue 
For  fids  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene  ? 

She  wepeih,  waileth,  swowneth  pitously, 
To  gronnde  deed  she  falleth  as  a  stoon ; 
Al  crampLssheth  hir  limes  crokedly,     171 
She  8i>eketh  as  hir  wit  were  al  agoon  ; 


Other  colour  then  asshen  hath  she  noon, 
Noon  other  word  'fshe  speketh  moche  or 

lyte, 
But '  mercy,  cruel  herte  myn,  Aroite  !'  175 

And  thus  endureth,  til  that  she  was  so 

mate 
That  she  ne  hath  foot  on  which  she  may 

sustene ; 
But  forth  languisshing  ever  in  this  estate, 
Of  which  Arcite  hath  nother  routhe  ne 

tene  ; 
His   herte  was    elles-where,    newe    and 


grene, 


i8(> 


That  on  hir  wo  ne  deyneth  him  not  to 

thinke, 
Him  rekketh  never  wher  she  flete    or 

sinke. 

His  newe  lady  holdeth  him  so  narowe 
Up  by  the  biydel,  at  the  staves  ende, 
That  every  word,  he  dradde  hit  as  an 

arowe ;  185 

Hir  daunger  made  him  bothe  bowe  and 

bende, 
And  as  hir  liste,  made  him  tome   or 

wende ; 
For  she  ne  graunted  him  in  hir  livinge 
No  grace,  why  that  he  hath  lust  to  singe; 

But  drof  him  forth,   unnethe  liste  hir 

knowe  190 

Tliat  he  was  servaunt  f  to  hir  ladjrshippe, 

But  lest  that  he  vier  proude,  she  held 

him  lowe ; 
Thus  serveth  he,  withouten  fee  or  shipe, 
She  sent  him    now   to  londe,  now    to 
shippe ;  194 

And  for  she  yaf  him  daunger  al  his  fiUe, 
Therfor  she  had  him  at  hir  owne  wille. 

Ensample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wimmen  alle, 
Take  here  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  for  hir  liste  him  *  dere  herte '  calle, 
And  was  so  meek,  therfor  he  loved  hir 

lyte;  aoo 

The  kinde  of  mannes  herte  is  to  delyte 
In  thing  tliat  straunge  is,  also  god  me 

save ! 
For  what  he  may  not  gete,  that  wolde  he 

have. 

Now  tume  we  to  Anelida  agesm. 

That  pyneth  day  by  day  in  languisshing ; 


ii6 


Z^  (nUnor  (|)oem0. 


But  "whan  she  saw  that  hir  ne  gat  no 
geyn,  ao6 

Upon  a  day,  ftil  gorowftdly  weping, 
She  caste  hlr  for  to  nuike  a  compleyning, 
And  with  hir  owne  honde  she  gan  hit 

wryte ; 
And  sente  hit   to  hir   Theban    knight 
Aroite.  aio 

The  Compleynt  of  Anelida  the  qnene 
upon  fals  Arclte. 

JProcm, 

So  thirleth  with  the  poynt  of  remexn- 

brannce, 
The  Bwerd  of  soxowe,  y-whet  with  fUs 
plesannce, 
Hyn  herte,  hare  of  blis  and  blak  of 
hewe, 
That  turned  is  in  quaking  al  my  dauncet 
My  suretee  in  a-whaped  countenaunce ;  2 15 
Sith  hit  availeth  not  for  to  ben  trewe ; 
For  who-so  trewest  is,  hit   shal   hir 
rewe, 
That  serreth  love  and  doth  hir  observ- 
aunce 
Alwey  to  oon,  and  chaungeth  for  no 
newe. 

{Strophe.) 

1. 

I  wot  my-self  as  wel  as  any  wight ;       aao 
For  I  loved  oon  with  al  my  herte  and 
might 
More  then  my-4elf,  an  hundred  thou- 
«and  sythe, 
And  called  him  my  hertes  lyf,  my  knight. 
And  was  al  his,  as  fer  as  hit  was  right ; 
And  whan  that  he  was  glad,  than  was 
I  biythe,  aa5 

And  his  disese  was  my  deeth  as  swythe ; 
And  he  ayein  his  trouthe  me  had  plight 
For  ever^more,  his  lady  me  to  kythe. 

2. 

Now  is  he  fals,  alas  !  and  causeles, 
And  of  my  wo  he  is  so  routheles,  350 

That  with  a  worde  him  list  not  ones 
deyne 
To  bring  ayein  my  sorowftil  herte  in  pees, 
For  he  is  caught  up  in  a-nother  lees. 


Bight  as  him  list,  he  langbeth  at  my 

peyne,  234 

And  I  ne  can  myn  herte  not  restreyne, 

That  I  ne  love  him  alwey,  never-the*le8 ; 

And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne. 

8. 

And   shal    I   pleyne — alas !    the   harde 

stounde — 
Un-to  my  foo  that  }raf  my  herte  a  wounde, 

And  yet  desyreth  that  myn  harm  bo 
more  ?  340 

Nay,  oertes  !  ferther  wol  I  never  ffounde 
Non  other  help,  my  sores  for  to  sounde. 

Hy  destines  hath  shapen  it  ftil  yore ; 

I  wil  non  other  medecyne  ne  lore ; 
I  wil  ben  ay  ther  I  was  ones  bounde,  245 

That  I  have  seid,  be  seid  for  ever-more ! 

4. 
Alas  !  wher  is  become  your  gentileese ! 
Your  wordes  fulle  of  plesannce  and  hum- 
blesse? 

Your  observaunoes  in  so  low  manere, 
And  your  awaytingand  your  besinesse  350 
Upon  me,  that  ye  calden  3^nr  maistresse. 

Your  sovereyn  lady  in  this  worlde  here? 

Alas !  and  is  ther  nother  word  no  chere 
Ye  vouchesauf  upon  myn  hevinesse  ? 

Alas  !  your  love,  I  bye  hit  al  to  dere.  355 

6. 

Now  certes,  swete,  thogh  that  ye 

Thus  causeles  the  cause  be 

Of  my  dedly  advendtee. 
Your  manly  reson  oghte  it  to  respyte 

To  slee  your  firend,  and  namely  me,  360 

That  never  yet  in  no  degree 

Offended  yow,  as  wisly  he, 
That  al  wot,  out  of  wo  my  soule  qnyte  ! 

f  But  for  I  shewed  yow,  Arcite, 

Al  that  men  wolde  to  me  wryte,       365 

And  was  so  be^y,  yow  to  delyte — 

Hy  honour  save — ^meke,  kinde,  and  free, 
Therfor  ye  putte  on  me  the  wyte, 
And  of  me  reoohe  not  a  myte, 
Thogh  that  the  swerd  of  sorow  byte  370 

Hy  woftil  herte  through  your  cmeltee. 

a 

Hy  swete  foo,    why  do  ye  so,    for  shame? 
And  thenke  ye    that  farthered  be    3rour 
name, 
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To  love  a  newe,    and  been  nntrewe  ? 
nay! 
And  pntte  yow     in  solannder  now     and 
blame,  275 

And  do  to  me    advenitee    and  grame, 
That  love  yow  most,        god,  wel  thon 

wost !      alway  ? 

Yet  tnm  ayeyn,    and  be  al  pleyn    som 

day, 

And  than  glial  this    that  now  is  mis    be 

game,  379 

And  al  for-yive,   whyl  that  I  live  may. 

(Antigtrophe.) 

L 
Lo  !  herte  myn,  al  this  is  for  to  seyne, 
As  whether  shal  I  preye  or  elles  pleyne  ? 
Whiche  is  the  wey  to  doon  yow  to  be 
trewe  ? 
For  either  mot  I  have  yow  in  my  cheyne, 
Or  with  the  dethe  ye  mot  departe  ns 
tweyne ;  285 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  newe ; 
For  god  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe. 
As  verily  ye  sleen  me  with  the  peyne ; 
That  may  ye  see  nnfeyned  of  myn  hewe. 

2. 

For  thus  ferforth  have  I  my  deth  [y]- 
soght,  390 

My>self  I  mordre  with  my  prevy  thoght ; 
For  sorow  and  routhe  of  yonr  unkinde- 
nesse 
I  wepe,  I  wake,  I  faste ;  al  helpeth  noght ; 
I  weyve  joye  that  is  to  speke  of  oght, 
I  voyde  companye,  I  flee  gladnesse ;  295 
Who  may  avaonte  hir  bet  of  hevinesse 
Then  I  ?  and  to  this  plyte  have  ye  mo 
broght, 
Withonte  gilt ;  me  nedeth  no  witnesse. 

3. 

And  sholde  I  preye,  and  wejrve  woman- 

hede? 
Kay !  rather  deth  then  do  so  fool  a  dede, 
And  axe  meroy  gUteles  I  what  nede  ?  301 
And  if  I  pleyne  what  lyf  that  I  lede, 
Tow  rekketh  not ;  that  know  I,  ont  of 
drede ; 
And  if  I  tmto  yow  myn  othes  bede 


For  myn  excuse,  a  scorn  shal  be  my 

mede ;  305 

Yonr  ohere  flonreth,  bat  hit  wol  not  sede ; 

Fal  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  take  hede. 

4. 

For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morow  ageyn, 
I  might  as  wel  holde  Averill  fro  reyn. 

As  holde  yow,  to  make  yow  stedfast.  310 
Almighty  god,  of  trouthe  sovereyn, 
Wher  is  the  tronthe  of  man  P  who  hath 
hit  sleyn  ? 

Who  that  hem  loveth  shal  hem  fynde 
as  fast 

As  in  a  tempest  is  a  roten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tame  best  that  is  ay  fe3m        315 

To  renne  away,  when  he  is  leest  agast  P 

5. 

Now  mercy,  swete,  if  I  misseye, 
Have  I  seyd  oght  amis,  I  preye  ? 
I  not ;  my  wit  is  al  aweye. 

I  fare  as  doth  the  song  of  CTutunte-pUure. 
For  now  I  pleyne,  and  now  I  pleye,  321 
I  am  so  mased  that  I  deye, 
Arcite  hath  born  awey  the  keye 

Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  aventnre ! 

IT  For  in  this  worlde  nis  <nreatare     335 
Wakinge,  in  more  discomfiture 
Then  I,  ne  more  sorow  endure  ; 

And  if  I  slepe  a  furlong  wey  or  tweye. 
Than  thinketh  me,  that  your  figure 
Before  me  stant,  clad  in  asnre,  330 

To  profren  efb  a  newo  assure 

For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  me  to  preye. 

6. 

The  longe  night      this  wonder  sight     I 

drye. 
And  on  the  day    for  this  afray  I  dye,  334 
And  of  al  tMs    right  noght,  y-wis,    ye 
recche. 
Ne  never  mo    myn  yen  two    be  drye, 
And  to  your  routhe    and  to  your  trouthe 
Icrye. 
Butwelawey!  toferbethey  tofecche; 
Thus   holdeth  me      my  destinee     a 
wrecche.  339 

But  me  to  rede    out  of  this  drede    or  gye 
Ne  may  my  wit,     so  weyk  is  hit,     not 
streoohe. 
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Conclusion. 

Than  ende  I  thug,  sith  I  may  do    no 

more, 
I  yeve  hit  up  for  now  and  ever-more  ; 

For  I  shal  never  eft  putten  in  balannoe 

My    sekemes,    ne    leme    of   love    the 

lore.  345 

Bat  OS  the  swan,  I  have  herd  seyd  ful 

yore, 

Ayeins    his    detli   shal    singe    in   his 

penannce, 
So  singe  I  here  my  destiny  or  channce, 


How  that  Arcite  Anelida  so  sore 
Hath  thirled  with  the  poynt  of  remem- 
braunce !  350 

The  story  continued. 

Whan  that  Anelida  this  woftil  qnene 
Hath  of  hir  hande  writen  in  this  wyse, 
With  face  deed,  betwize  pale  and  grene, 
She  fel  a-swowe ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  lyse, 
And  nnto  Mars  avoweth  sacrifyse         355 
With-in   the   temple,    with    a   sorowfol 

chore, 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  shal  after  here.  357 


(Unfinished.) 


VIII.     CHAUCEES  WORDES   UNTO  ADAM, 
HIS   OWNE   SCRIVEYN. 


Adam  scriveyn,  if  ever  it  thee  bifalle 
Boece  or  Troilos  to  wryten  newe, 
Under  thy  lokkes  thon  most  have  the 

scalle, 
Bnt  after  my  making  thou  wiyte  trewe. 


So  ofte  a  daye  I  mot  thy  werk  renewe,    5 
Hit  to  oorreote  and  eek  to  rubbe  and 

scrape ; 
And  al  is  through  thy  negligence  and 

rape. 


IX.     THE   FORMER   AGE. 


A  blispdij  lyf,  a  paisible  and  a  swete 

Ledden  the  peples  in  the  former  age  ; 

They  helde  hem  payed  fof  fruites,  that 
they  ete, 

Which  that  the  feldes  yave  hem  by  usage ; 

They  ne  were  nat  forpampred  with  out- 
rage ;  5 

Unknowen  was  the  quern  and  eek  the 
#ielle ; 

They  eten  mast,  hawes,  and  swioh  poun- 

agei 
And  dronken  water  of  the  oolde  welle. 


Yit  nas  the  ground  nat  wounded  with 

the  plough, 
But  corn  up-sprong,  unsowe  of  manner 

hond,  10 

The  which  they  fgniden,  and  eote  nat 

half  y-nough. 
No  man  yit  knew  the  forwes  of  his  lend ; 
No  man  the   fyr  out   of  the   flint  yit 

fond ; 
Un-korven  and  un-giobbed  lay  the  vyne ; 
No  man  yit  in  the  morter  spyces  grond  15 
To  olarre,  ne  to  sause  of  galantyne. 
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No  xnader,  welde,  or  'wood  no  litestere 
Ne  knew;   the  flees  was  of  his  former 

hewe; 
Xo  flesh  ne  wiste  offence  of  egge  or  spere ; 
No  coyn  ne  knew  man  which  was  fals  or 

trewe ;  ao 

No  ship  yit  karf  the  wawes  grene  and 

blewe ; 
No  marchaont  yit  ne  fette  outlandish 

ware; 
No  ftrompes  for  the  werres  folk  ne  knewe, 
No  toures  hejre,  and  walles  rounde  or 

square. 

What  sholde  it  han  avayled  to  werreye  ?  2$ 
Ther  lay  no  profit,  ther  was  no  richesse, 
But  cursed  was  the  tyme,  I  dar  wel  s^e, 
That  men  first  dide  hir  swety  l^ysinesse 
To  grobbe  up  metal,  lurkinge  in  dark- 

nesse, 
And  in  the  riveres  first  gemmes  soghte.  30 
Alias !  than  sprong  up  al  the  oursednesse 
Of  oovetyse,  that  first  our  sorwe  broghte  I 

Thise  tyraunts  putte  hem  gladly  nat  in 

pres. 
No  fwildnesse,  ne  no.busshes  for  to  winne 
Ther  poverte  is,  as  seith  Diogenes,         35 
Ther  as  vitaile  is  eek  so  skars  and  thinne 
That  noght  but  mast  or  apples  is  ther^ 

inne. 
But,  ther  as  bagges  been  and  fat  vitaile, 
Ther  wol  they  gon,  and  spare  for  no  sinne 
With  al  hir  ost  the  cite  for  t'assaile.     40 


Yit  were  no  paleia-chaumbres,  ne  non 

halles ; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wodes  softe  and  swete 
Slepten  this  blissecL  folk  with-oute  walles. 
On  gras  or  leves  in  parfit  '{*quiete. 
No    doun    of  fethores,    ne    no    bleched 

shete  45 

Was  kid  to  hem,  but  in  seurtee  they 

slepte ; 
Hir  hortes  were  al  oon,  with-oute  galles, 
Everich  of  hem  his  feith  to  other  kepte. 

Unforged  was  the  hauberk  and  the  plate ; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyd  of  alle  vyce,    50 
Hadden  no  £uitasye  to  debate. 
But  ech  of  hem  wolde  other  wel  cheiyce  ; 
No  piyde,  non  envye,  non  avaxyoe. 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  tyrannye ; 
Hnmblesse  and  pees,  good  feith,  the  em- 
perice,  55 

[fFulfiUed  crthe  of  olde  ourtesye.] 

Tit  was  not  Jupiter  the  likerous. 
That  first  was  fader  of  delicacye. 
Come  in  this  world;   ne  Nembrot,  de- 
sirous 
To   reynen,    had  nat  maad   his  toures 
hye.  6ci 

Alias,  alias !   now  may  men  wepe  and 

orye ! 
For  in  our  dayes  nis  but  coveiyse 
[And]  doublenesse,  and  tresoun  and  envye, 
Foysoun,  manslauhtre,  and  mordre  in 
sondiy  wyse.  64 


Finit  Etas  prima.    ChancerB. 


X.    FORTUNE. 


Baladet  de  viaage  stumpHnture, 

I.    Le  Pleintlf  countre  Forinne. 

TaiB  wrecched  worldes  transmutaoioun, 
Aa  wele  or   wo,  now   povre   and   now 

honour, 
With-outen  ordre  or  wys  disereoioon 
Governed  is  1^  Fortunes  errour ; 
But  natheles,  the  lak  of  hir  &vour         5 


Ne  may  nat  don  me  singen,  though  I  dye, 
*  lay  tout  perdu  mon  tempt  et  mon  labour  :* 
For  finally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  ! 

Yit  is  me  left  the  light  of  my  resoun, 
To  knowen  frend  fro  fo  in  thy  mirour.  10 
So  muohe  hath  yit  thy  whirling  up  and 

doun 
Y-taught  me  for  to  knowen  in  an  hour. 
But  trewely,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
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To  him  that  over  him-flelf  hath  the  mays- 

tiye! 
My  suffiflatixice  shal  be  my  soconr :         15 
For  fynally,  Fortime,  I  thee  defye  1 

0  Socrates,  thoa  stedfast  championn, 
She  never  mighte  be  thy  tormentour ; 
Thon  never  dreddest  hir  oppressiotin, 
Ne  in  hir  chere  fonnde  thou  qo  savour,  ao 
Thou  knewe  wel  deoelt  of  hir  colour, 
And  that  hir  moste  worshipe  is  to  lye. 

1  knowe  hir  eek  a  fals  dissimolonr : 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye ! 

IL  La  respounse  de  Fortune  au  Pleintit 

No  man  is  wrecched,  but  him-eelf  hit 

wene,  2$ 

And  he  that  hath  him-^elf  hath   suf- 

fisaunco. 
Why  seystow  thanne  I  am  to  thee  so 

kene, 
That  hast  thy-self  out  of  my  govemaunce? 
Sey  thus  :   *  Graunt  meroy  of  thyn  ha- 

boundaunce 
That  thou  hast  lent  or  this.'    Why  wolt 

thou  stiyvo  ?  30 

What    wostow    yit,    how    I    thee    wol 

avaunce  ? 
And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  fiend  alyve ! 

I  have  thee  taught  divisioun  bi-twene 
Frend  of  effect,  and  irend  of  oounten- 

aunce ; 
Thee    nedeth    nat   the    galle   of   noon 

hyene,  35 

That  cureth  eyen  derke  fro  hir  penaunoe  ; 
Now  seestow  deer,  that  were  in  ignore 

aunce. 
Yit  halt  thyn  ancre,  and  yit  thou  mayst 

arryve 
Ther  bountee  berth  the  keye  of  my  sub- 

staunce :  an 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

How  many  have  I  refused  to  sustene, 
Sin  I  thee  fostred  have  in  thy  plesaunoe  \ 
Woltow  than  make  a  statut  on  thy  queue 
That  I  shal  been  ay  at  thyn  ordinaunoe  ? 
Thou  bom  art  in  my  regne  of  variaunoe, 


Aboate  the  wheel  with  other  meet  thou 
diyve.  46 

My  lore  is  bet  than  wikke  is  thy  giev- 
aunce, 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

IIL   La  reaponnae  dn  Pleintlf 
conntre  Fortune. 

Thy  lore  I  dampne,  hit  is  adversitee. 
My  frend  maystow  nat  reven,  blind  god- 

desse!  50 

That  I  thy  frendes  knowe,  I  thanke  hit 

thee. 
Tak  hem  agayn,  lat  hem  go  lye  on  presse ! 
The  negardye  in  keping  hir  richesse 
Prenostik  is  thou  wolt  hir  tour  assayle ; 
Wikke  appetyt  oomth  ay  before  seknesse: 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fi^le.     56 

La  reapounae  de  Fortune  countre 
le  Pleintif. 

Thou  pinchest  at  my  mutabilitee, 
For  I  thee  lente  a  drope  of  my  richesse. 
And  now  me  lyketh  to  with-drawe  me. 
Why  sholdestow  Toy  realtee  oppresse  ?  60 
The  see  may  ebbe  and  flowen  moit)  or  lease ; 
The  welkne  hath  might  to  shyne,  reyne, 

or  hayle ; 
Bight  so  mot  I  kythen  my  brotelnesse. 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lo,  th'exeoucion  of  the  magestee  6$ 

That  al  purveyeth  of  his  rightwisnesse, 
That  same  thing  *  Fortune '  clepen  ye, 
Ye  blinde  bestes,  ful  of  lewednesse  ! 
The  hevene  hath  propretee  of  sikemesse, 
This  world  hath  ever  resteles  travayle ;  70 
Thy  laste  day  is  ende  of  myn  intresse : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lenvoy  de  Fortune. 

Princes,  I  prey  you  of  your  gentilesse, 
Lat  nat  this  man  on  me  thus  oiye  and 

pleyne. 
And  I  shal  quyte  you  your  bisinesse      7$ 
At  my  requeste,  as  three  of  you  or  tweyne; 
And,  but  you  list  releve  him  of  his  peyne, 
Preyeth  his  beste  frend,  of  his  noblesse. 
That  to  aom  beter  estat  he  may  atteyne.  79 


JBxpUcit, 


XI.  Qflevctfee  ^muU.     xn.  Zo  (ftoeemounbe.        121 


XL     MEKCILES  BEAUTE:    A  TKIPLE   KOUNDEL. 


I.     Captivity. 

ITorR  yCn  two  wol  slee  me  sodenly, 
I  may  the  beauts  of  hem  not  sastene, 
So  woundeth  hit  throagh-ont  myherte 
kene. 

And  bat  your  word  wol  helen  hastily 
My  hertes  wonnde,  whyl  that  hit  ia  gxene. 
Your  ffin  two  wol  slee  me  eodenlyy  6 

I  may  the  J}eauU  of  hem  not  euetene. 

Upon  my  tronthe  I  sey  jrow  feithfally, 

That  ye  ben  of  my  lyf  and  deeth  the  qnene ; 

For  with  my  deeth  the  trouthe  shal  be  sene. 

Your  y?n  two  vx)l  dee  me  eodenly,         1 1 

/  may  the  beauU  of  htm  not  sueteney 

So  woundeth  hit  throughrout  my  herte  kene, 

U.     Rejection, 

So  hath  yonr  beauts  fro  yonr  herte  ohaced 

Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne ; 

For  Dannger   halt   yonr   mercy  in  his 

oh^yne.  i6 

Giltles  my  deeth  thns  han  ye  me  pnr- 

chaced; 
I  sey  3row  sooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  feyne ; 


So  haih  your  JteauU  fro  your  herte  chaced 
IHtee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne.  »y 

Alias!  that  natnre   hath  in  yow  com- 
passed 
So  greet  beant^,  that  no  man  may  atteyne 
To  mercy,  though  he  sterve  for  the  peyne. 
So  haHh  your  heauUfro  your  herte  chaced 
Pitee^  thai  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne;  25 
ForDaunger  hdU  your  mercy  in  hie  cheyne, 

JUL    Escape. 

Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fht, 

I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene ; 

Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  speke  right  as  I  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat, 
I  never  thenk  to  hen  in  his  prison  lene. 

Love  hath  my  name  y-strike  ont  of  his 

sclat, 
And  he  is  strike  ont  of  my  bokes  olene  35 
For  ever-mo  ;  fther  is  non  other  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat, 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene ; 
Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene.  39 


Explicit 


XII.     TO   ROSEMOUNDE.     A  BALADE. 


Madame,  ye  ben  of  al  beant^  shiyne 
As  fer  as  cercled  is  the  mappemonnde  ; 
For  as  the  cristal  glorious  ye  shyne, 
And  lyke  ruby  ben  your  chekes  rounde. 
Therwith  ye  ben  so  mery  and  so  jocounde, 
That  at  a  revel  whan  that  I  see  you 
dannce,  6 

It  is  an  oynement  unto  my  wounde, 
Th(^h  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliannce. 


For  thogh  I  wepe  of  teres  tal  a  tyne, 
Yet  may  that  wo  myn  herte  nat  con- 

founde ;  i<> 

Your  •j-seemly  voys  that  ye  so  fsmal  out- 

twyne 
Maketh    my    thoght  in    joye  and    blis 

habounde. 
So  curteisly  I  go,  with  lov6  bounde, 
That  to  my-self  I  sey,  in  my  penaunce, 
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Suffyseth  me  to  love  yon,  Boflemonnde,  15 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliannce. 

Na«  never  pyk  walwed  in  galanntyne 
As  I  in  love  am  walwed  and  y-woonde ; 
For  which  inl  ofle  I  of  ]ny-«elf  divyne 

TregentU. 


That  I  am  trewe  Triatam  the  seooonde.  ao 
My  love  may  not  re&eyd  be  nor  afonnde ; 
I  brenne  ay  in  an  amorous  plesannce. 
Do  what  yon  list,  I  wil  3ronr  thral  be 

fonnde, 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliannce.      94 

Chancer. 


XIIL     TRUTH. 


Balade  de  bon  conaeyl. 

Fleb  fro  the  prees,  and  dwelle  with  soth- 

&stnMse, 
Sof^ce   onto   thy  good,  though  hit  be 

Bmal; 
For  hord  hath  hate,  and  climbing  tikel- 

nesse, 
Prees  hath  envye,  and  welo  blent  overal ; 
SavoQT  no  more  than  thee  bihove  shal ;  5 
Werk  wel  thy-self,  that  other  folk  canst 

rede; 
And  tronthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Tempest  thee  noght  al  croked  to  redresse, 
In  trust  of  hir  that  tumeth  as  a  bal : 
Gret  reste  stant  in  litel  besinesse ;         10 
And  eek  be  war  to  spome  ageyn  an  al ; 
Stryve  noght,  as  doth  the  crokke  with 

the  waL 
Dannte  thy-self,  that  danntest  otheres 

dede ; 
And  tronthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


That  thee  is  sent,  receyve  in  bnznmnesse, 
The  wrastling  for  this  worlde  axeth  a 

faL  16 

Her  nis  non  hoom,  her  nis  bat  wildeiv 

nesse  : 
Forth,  pilgrim,  forth  !    Forth,  beste,  out 

of  thy  stal! 
Know  thy  contree,  look  np,  thank  God 

of  al ; 
Hold  the  hye  wey,  and  lat  thy  gost  thee 

lede :  «  ao 

And  tronthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Envoy. 

Therfore,    thon    vache,    leve   thyn    old 

wreochednesse 
Unto  the  worlde ;  leve  now  to  be  thral ; 
Crye  him  mercy,  that  of  his  hy  goodnesse 
Hade  thee  of  noght,  and  in  especial       25 
Draw  unto  him,  and  pray  in  general 
For  thee,  and  eek  for  other,  hevenlich 

mede ;  aj 

And  tronthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


Explicit  Le  bon  coonaeill  de  6.  Chancer. 


XIV.     GENTILESSE. 


Moral  Balade  of  Chaucer. 
The  firste  stok,  fader  of  gentilesse — 
What  man  that  claymeth  gen  til  for  to  be. 
Most  folowe  his  trace,  and  alle  his  wittes 

dresse 
Verta  to  sewe,  and  vyces  for  to  flee. 
For  unto  vertu  longeth  dignitee,  5 


And  noght  the  revers,  sanfly  dar  I  deme, 
Al  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 

This  firste  stok  was  ful  of  rightwisnesse, 
Trewe  of  his  word,  sobre,  pitous,  and 

Aree, 
Clone  of  his  goste,  and  loved  besinesse,    10 
Ageinst  the  vyce  of  slonthe,  in  honestee ; 


XIII.  ^rtt<9.~xvx  JSenDO^  a  ^cojjan* 
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And,  but  his  heir  love  yertu,  as  dida  he, 
He  ia  noght  gentil,  thogh  he  riche  Berne, 
Al  were  he  mytre,  croxme,  or  diademe. 

Yyce  may  wel  be  heir  to  old  riohesse ;    15 
Bat  ther  may  no  man,  as  men  may  wel  see, 


Beqnethe  his  heir  his  vertnons  noblesse 
That  is  appropred  unto  no  defi^ee, 
But  to  the  firste  fader  in  magestee, 
That  fmaketh  him  his  heir,  that  can  him 
qneme,  ao 

Al  were  he  mytre,  cronne,  or  diademe. 


XV.    LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE. 


Balade. 

Sox  tyme  this  world  was  so  stedfast  and 

stable, 
That  mannes  word  was  obligacioun, 
And  now  hit  is  so  fals  and  deceivable, 
That  word  and  deed,  as  in  conolusioan, 
Ben  no-thing  lyk,  for  turned  np  so  donn  5 
Is  al  this  world  for  made  and  wUftilnesse, 
That  al  is  lost  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

What  maketh  thisworld  to  be  so  variable. 
Bat  lost  that  folk  have  in  dissensioan  ? 
Ankong  as  now  a  man  is  holde  unable,  10 
But-if  he  can,  by  som  coUusioun, 
Don  his  neighbour  wrong  or  oppressioun. 
What  caaseth  this,  but  wilful  wrecched- 

nesse. 
That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse  ? 


Trouthe  is  put  doun,  resoun  is  holden 
fable ;  15 

Yertu  hath  now  no  dominaoioun, 

Pitee  esyled,  no  man  is  merciable. 

Through  covetyse  is  blent  discrecioun ; 

The  world  hath  mad  a  permutacioun 

Fro  right  to  wrong,  fro  trouthe  to  fikel« 
nesse,  20 

That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

Lenvoy  to  King  Richard. 

0  prince,  desyre  to  bo  honourable, 
Cherish  thy  folk  and  hate  eztorcioun  ! 
Suffire  no  thing,  that  may  be  reprevable 
To  thyn  estat,  don  in  thy  regioun.         35 
Shew  forth  thy  swerd  of  castigacioun, 
Dred  Gk)d,  do  law,  love  trouthe  and  worthi- 
nesse,  27 

And  wed  thy  folk  agein  to  stedfastnesse. 


Eacplicit, 


XVL     LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  SCOGAN, 


To-BROXKX  been  the  statats  hye  in  hevene 
That  creat  were  eternally  to  dure, 
Sith  that  I  see  the  brighte  goddes  sevene 
Mow  wepe  and  wayle,  and  passioun  en- 
dure, 
As  may  in  erthe  a  mortal  creature.  5 
Alias,  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 

oede? 
Of  whiohe  ervonr  I  deye  almost  for  drede. 


By  worde  eteme  whylom  was  hit  shape 
That  fro  the  fifte  cerde,  in  no  manere, 
Ne  mighte   a  drope  of  teres  doun  es- 
cape. 10 
But  now  so  wepeth  Venus  in  hir  spere, 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drenche  us 

here. 
Alias,  Scogan  !  this  is  for  thyn  ofTence ! 
Thou  causest  this  deluge  of  pestilence. 
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Hast  thon  not  seyd,  in  blaspheme  of  this 

goddes,  15 

Through  piyde,   or  throngh    thy  grete 

rakelnesse, 
Swich  thing  as  in  the  lawe  of  love  for- 

hode  is? 
That,  for  thy  lady  saw  nat  thy  distresse, 
Therfor  thou  yave  hir  np  at  Michelmesse ! 
Alias,  Scogan !  of  olde  folk  ne  yonge     ao 
Was  never  erst  Scogan  blamed  for  his 

tonge! 

Thon  drowe  in  scorn  Cupyde  eek  to  record 
Of  thilke  rebel  word  that  thon  hast  spoken, 
For  which  he  wol  no  lenger  be  thy  lord. 
And,  Scogan,  thogh  hia    bowe  be   nat 
broken,  2$ 

He  wol  nat  with  his  arwes  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  ne  me,  ne  noon  of  our  figure  ; 
Weshnlof  him  haveneyther  hnrt  ne  cure. 

Now  certes,  frend,  I  drede  of  thyn  on- 
happe, 

Lest  for  thy  gilt  the  wreche  of  Love  pro- 
cede  30 

On  alle  hem  that  ben  hore  and  ronnde  of 
shape, 


That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  love  to  spede. 
Than  shnl  we  for  onr  labour  ban  no  mede ; 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answere  and  seye : 
*  Lo  !  olde  Orisel  list  to  ryme  and  pleye  ! ' 

Nay,  Scogan,  sey  not  so,  for  I  m'ezcuse,  36 
God  help  me  so  !  in  no  17m,  doutelees, 
Ne  thinke  I  never  of  slepe  wak  my  muse, 
That  rusteth  in  my  shethe  stille  in  i>ee& 
Whyl  I  was  yong,  I  putte  hir  forth  in 
prees,  40 

But  al  shal  passe  that  men  prose  or  ryme ; 
Take  every  man  his  turn,  as  for  his  tyme. 

Envoy. 

Scogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  heed ' 
Of  grace,  of  alle  honour  and  worthinesse, 
In  th'ende  of  which  streme  '  I  am  dul  as 

deed,  45 

Forgete  in  solitarie  wildemesse ; 
Yet,  Scogan,  thenke  on  Tullius  kinde- 

nesse, 
M inne  thy  frend,  ther  it  may  fructifye  ! 
Far-wel,  and  lok  thou  never  eft  Love 

defye !  49 


1  I.  e.  Windeaore. 


*  I.e.  Grenewich. 


XVIL  LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  BUKTON. 


The  counsel]  of  Chaucer  touching 
Mariage,  which  was  sent  to  Bukton. 

My  maister  Bukton,  whan  of  Criste  our 

kinge 
Was  axed,  what  is  trouthe  or  sothfast- 

nesse. 
He  nat  a  word  answerde  to  that  axinge, 
As  who  saith  :    *no  man  is  al  trewe,' 

I  gesse. 
And  therfor,  thogh  I  highte  to  expresse 
The  sorwe  and  wo  that  is  in  mariage,     6 
I  dar  not  wiyte  of  hit  no  wikkednesse. 
Lest  I  my-self  fEtlle  efb  in  swich  dotage. 

I  wol  nat  seyn,  how  that  hit  is  the  cheyne 
Of  Sathanas,  on  which  he  gnaweth  ever,  10 


But  I  dar  sejm,  were  he  out  of  his  peyne, 
As  by  his   wille,  he  wolde  be   bounde 

never. 
But  thilke  doted  fool  that  efb  hath  lever 
Y-cheyned  be  than  out  of  prisoun  crepe, 
Qod  lete  him  never  fro  his  wo  dissever,  15 
Ne  no  man  him  bewayle,  though  he  wepe. 

But  jrit,  lest  thou  do  worse,  tak  a  wyf ; 
Bet  is  to  wedde,  than  brenne  in  worse 

wyse. 
But  thou  shalt  have  sorwe  on  thy  flesh, 

thylyf. 
And  been  thy  wyves  thral,  as  seyn  these* 

wyse;  «> 

And  if  that  holy  writ  may  nat  suffyse, 
Experience  shal  thee  teche,  so  may  happe. 


xvni.    Z^t  Compfepni  of  QOtnuB. 
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That  thee  were  lerer  to  be  take  in  Fxyse 
Than  eft  to  falle<tf  wedding  in  the  trappe. 


Envoy. 

This  litel  writ,  proverbes,  or  fig:are 
I  sende  jon,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  rede 


25 


Unwys  id  he  that  can  no  wele  endure. 
If  thon  be  siker,  pat  thee  nat  in  drede. 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe  I  pray  you  that  ye  rede 
Of  this  matere  that  we  have  on  honde.  30 
God  graunte  you  your  lyf  frely  to  lede 
In  fredom;  for  fnl  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 


ExplicU. 


XVIIL  THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS. 


I.    (7^  Lover's  worthiness.) 

Thxb  nis  so  hy  comfort  to  my  plesaunoe, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hoYinesse, 
As  for  to  have  leyser  of  remembraunoe 
Upon  the  manhod  and  the  worthinesse, 
Upon  the  trouthe,  and  on  the  stedfastnesse 
Of  him  whos  I  am  al,  whyl  I  may  dure ;  6 
Ther  oghte  bhune  me  no  creature, 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

In  him  is  bonntee,  wisdom,  govemaunce 
Wei  more  then  any  mannes  wit  can  gesse ; 
For  grace  hath  wold  so    ferforth  him 
avaunce  11 

That  of  knighthode  he  is  parfit  riohesee. 
Honour  honoureth  him  for  his  noblesse ; 
Therto  so  wel  hath  formed,  him  Nature, 
That  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assure,      15 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

And  not-withstanding  al  his  suffisaunce, 
His  gentil  herte  is  of  so  greet  humblesse 
To  me  in  worde,  in  werke,  in  contenaunoe. 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besinesse,        ao 
That  I  am  set  in  verrey  sikemesse. 
Thus  oghte  I  blesse  wel  myn  aventure, 
Sith  that  him  list  me  serven  and  honoure ; 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

H.    {Disguietuds  caused  hy  Jealousy.) 

Now  certes.  Love,  hit  is  right  oovenable 
That  men  fnl  dere  bye  thy  noble  thing,  26 
As  wake  a-bedde,  and  fasten  at  the  table, 
Weping  to  laughe,  and  singe  in  00m- 

pleyning, 
And  doun  to  caste  visage  and  loking. 


Often  to  chaungen  he  we  and  contenaunce, 
fPleyne  in  sleping,  and  dremen  at  the 
daunoe,  31 

Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling. 

Jalousye  be  hanged  by  a  cable ! 
She  wolde  al  knowe  through  hir  espying ; 
Ther  doth  no  wight  no-thing  so  resonable, 
That  al  nis  harm  in  hir  imagening.       36 
Thus  dere  abought  is  love,  in  yeving, 
Which  ofbe  he  yiveth  with-oute  ordin- 

aunce. 
As  sorow  ynogh,  and  litel  of  plesaunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling.  40 

A  litel  iyme  his  yift  is  agreable, 
But  ful  encomberous  is  the  using ; 
For  sotel  Jalousye,  the  dece3rvable, 
Ful  oflen-tyme  causeth  destourbing. 
Thus  be  we  ever  in  drede  and  suffering, 
In  nouncerteyn  we  languisshe  in   pen- 

aunce,  46 

And  han  txd  often  many  ui  hard  mes- 

chaunce, 
Al  the  reveri  of  any  glad  feling. 

in.    {Satitfaction  in  Conslancy.) 

But  certes.  Love,  I  sey  nat  in  such  wyse 
That  for  t'escape  out  of  your  lace  I  mente  ; 
For  I  so  longe  have  been  in  yourservyse  51 
That  for  to  lete  of  wol  I  never  assente  ; 
No  force  thogh  Jalousye  me  tormente ; 
Sufiyceth  me  to  see  him  whan  I  may,   54 
And  therfore  certes,  to  m3m  ending-day 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

And  certes,  Love,  whan  I  me  wel  avyse 
On  any  estat  that  man  may  represente, 
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Than  have  ye  xnaked  me,  through  your 

franohyse, 
Chese  the  best  that  ever  on  erttie  wente. 
Now  love  wel,  herte,  and  look  thon  never 

stente ;  6i 

And  let  the  jelotu  patte  hit  in  assay 
That,  for  no  peyne  vrol  I  nat  sey  nay  ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Herte,  to  thee  hit  oghte  y-nogh  saf^se  65 
That  Love  so  hy  a  grace  to  thee  sente, 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  alle  wjrae 
And  most  agreable  unto  myn  entente. 
Seche  no  ferther,  neyther  wey  ne  wente, 
Sith  I  have  snffisannce  onto  my  pay.    70 
Thus  wol  I  ende  this  oompleynt  or  lay ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 


Princess,  reoeyveth  this   complcynt  in 

gree, 
Unto  your  excellent  benignitee 

Direct  after  my  litel  sofflsannce.        75 
For  eld,  that  in  nay  spirit  dolleth  me. 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  soteltee 
Wel   ny  bereft    out   of   my   remem- 

brannoe ; 
And  eek  to  me  hit  is  a  greet  pen- 
aonce, 
Sith  rym.  in  English  hath  swioh  scandtee, 
To  folowe  word  by  word  the  cnriositee  81 
Of  Graonson,  flour  of  hem  that  make 
in  Traonce. 


XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  OF  CHAUCER  TO  HIS 

EMPTY  PURSE. 


To  you,  my  purse,  and  to  non  other  wight 
Compleyne  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dere ! 
I  am  so  tory ,  now  that  ye  be  light ; 
For  oertes,  but  ye  make  me  hevy  chere, 
Me  were  as  leef  be  leyd  up-on  my  here  ;  5 
For  whiche  un-to  your  mercy  thus  I  crye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Now  voucheth  sauf  this  day,  or  hit  be 

night, 
That  I  of  you  the  blisAil  soon  may  here, 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  sonne  bright, 
That  of  yelownesse  hadde  never  pere.    x  i 
Ye  be  my  lyf,  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere, 
Queue  of  comfort  and  of  good  oompanye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  eUes  mot  I  dye  ! 


Now  purs,  that  be  to  me  my  lyves  light,  15 
And  saveour,  as  doun  in  this  worlde  here, 
Out  of  this  toune  help  me  through  your 

might, 
Sin  that  ye  wole  nat  been  my  tresorere ; 
For  I  am  shave  as  nye  as  any  frere. 
But  yit  I  pray  nn-to  your  curtesye :      ao 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Lenvoy  de  Chancer. 

O  conquerour  of  Brutes  Albioun ! 
Which  that  by  lyne  and  free  eleooioun 
Ben  verzay  king,  this  song  to  you  I  sonde; 
And  ye,  that  mowen  al  our  harm  amende, 
Have  minde  up-on  my  suppUcaoioun !  26 


XX.     PEOVEEBS. 

ProTei1>e  of  Chancer, 


I. 


What  shul  thise  clothes  fmany-fold, 
Lo !  this  bote  somers  day  ? — 

After  greet  beet  cometh  cold  ; 
No  man  caste  his  pilche  away. 


n. 


Of  al  this  world  the  wjrde  ocnnpas 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  armes  tweyne.* 

Who-so  mochel  wol  embrace 
litel  therof  he  shal  distreyna. 


MfptMx* 
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APPENDIX. 


IThs/ollofoing  Poem$  are  aUo  probably  ffemdne  ;  but  are  placed  here 

for  latk  €f  external  evidence,] 


XXI.    AGAINST  WOMEN  UNOONSTANT. 


Balade. 

Madams,  for  yoitr  neive-fangelnene, 
Hany  a  servaunt  have  ye  put  out  of  grace, 
I  take  mj  leve  of  your  nnstedfostneeie, 
For  wel  I  wot,  whyl  ye  have  lyves  spaoe, 
Te  can  not  love  taX  half  yeer  in  a  place  ;  5 
To  newe  thing  yonr  Inst  is  ever  kene  ; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thns  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

Bight  as  a  mironr  nothing  may  enpresse, 
But,  lightly  as  it  oometh,  so  mot  it  pace, 
So  fiureth  yonr  love,  yonr  werkes  hereth 
witnesse.  xo 

Ther  is  no  faith  that  may  yonx  herte  en- 
brace; 


But,  as  a  wederook,  that  tometh  his  face 
With  every  wind,  ye  fare,  and  that  is 

sene; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thns  may  ye  were  al 

gxench 

Ye  might  be  shryned,  for  yonr  brotelnesse, 
Bet  than  Dalyda,  Creseide  or  Gandace ;  16 
For  ever  in  channging  fstant  yoor  siker- 

nesse. 
That  tache  may  no  wight  fro  yonr  herte 

araoe ; 
If  ye  lose  oon,  ye  can  wel  tweyn  purchaoe ; 
Al  light  for  somer,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 


mene. 


3<> 


In  stede  of  blew,  thns  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 


Explicit 


XXII.    AN   AMOROUS  COMPLEINT.     (COMPLEINT 

DAMOURS.) 


An  amorous  Compleint,  made  at 
Windsor. 

I,    WHICH    that    am    the   sorwefiilleste 

man 
That  in  this  world  was  ever  yit  livinge, 
And  leest  recoverer  of  him-selven  can, 
Beginne  fthns  my  deedly  compleininge 
On  hir,  that  may  to  lyf  and  deeth  me 

brings,  5 


Which  hath  on  me  no  merpy  ne  no  rewthe 
That  love  hir  best,  bnt  sleeth  me  for  my 
trewthe. 

C^  I  noght  doon  ne  seye  that  may  yow 

lyke, 
f  For  oertes,  now,  alias !  alias !  the  whyle ! 
Yonr  plesannce  is  to  laoghen  whan  I 

flyke,  lu 

And  thns  ye  me  firom  al  my  blisse  exyle. 
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Ye  ban  me  cast  in  thilke  spitoas  yle 
Ther  never  man  on  lyve  mighte  asterte  ; 
This  have  I  for  I  lov6  yon,  swete  herte ! 

Sooth  U,  that  wel  I  vroot,  by  lyklinesae, 
If  that  it  were  thing  possible  to  do         i6 
T'aoompte  youre  beatee  and  goodnessei 
I  have  no  vronder  thogh  ye  do  me  wo  ; 
Sith  I,  th'anworthiest  that  may  lyde  or  go, 
Dorste  ever  thinken  in  so  by  a  place,    ao 
What  wonder  is,  thogh  ye  do  me  no  grace  ? 

Alias  !  thus  is  my  Ijrf  brought  to  an  ende, 
My  deeth,  I  see,  is  my  oonolnsioon  ; 
I  may  wel  singe,  *  in  sory  tyme  I  spende 
My  lyf ; '  that  song  may  have  oonftisioon ! 
For  mercy,  pitee,  and  deep  affeocionn,  a6 
I  sey  for  me,  for  al  my  deedly  chore, 
AUe  thise  diden,  in  that,  me  love  y6w  dere. 

And  in  this  wyse  and  in  dispayre  I  live 
In  lov6 ;  nay,  bat  in  dispayre  I  dye !     30 
But  shal  I  thus  [to]  yow  my  deeth  for-give. 
That  causeles  doth  me  this  sorow  diye  ? 
Ye,  certes,  I !  For  she  of  my  folye 
Hath  nought  to  done,  although  she  do  me 

sterve; 
Hit  is  nat  with  hir  wil  that  I  hir  serve !  35 

Than  sith  I  am  of  my  sorowe  the  cause 
And  sith  that  I  have  this,  withonte  hir 

reed. 
Than  may  I  seyn,  right  shortly  in  aclause. 
It  is  no  blame  onto  hir  womanheed 
Though  swich  a  wrecche  as  I  be  for  hir 

deed;  40 

[And]  yet  alwey  two  thinges  doon  me  dy6. 
That  is  to  seyn,  hir  beutee  and  myn  y& 

So  that,  algates,  she  is  the  verray  rote 
Of  my  disese,  and  of  my  dethe  also ; 
For  with  oon  word  she  mighte  be  my  bote. 
If  that  she  vouched  sauf  for  to  do  so.     46 
But  [why]  than  is  hir  gladnesse  at  my  wo  ? 
It  is  hir  wono  plesaunce  for  to  take, 
To  seen  hir  servaunts  dyen  for  hir  sake ! 

But  certes,  than  is  al  my  wonderinge,  50 
Sithen  she  is  the  fayrest  creature 
As  to  my  dome,  that  ever  was  livinge, 
The  benignest  and  beste  eek  that  nature 
Hath  wrought  or  shal,  whyl  that  the 
world  may  dure. 


Why  that  she  lefte  pite  so  behinde  ?  55 
It  was,  y-wis,  a  greet  defaute  in  kinde. 

Yit  is  al  this  no  lak  to  hir,  pardee. 
But  god  or  nature  sore  wolde  I  blame ; 
For,  though  she  shewe  no  pite  unto  me, 
Sithen  that  she  doth  othere  men  the  same, 
I  ne  oughte  to  despyse  my  ladies  game ;  61 
Itishir  pley  to  laughen  whan  men  syketh. 
And  I  assente,  al  that  hir  list  and  lyketh ! 

Yit  wolde  I,  as  I  dar,  with  sorweful  herte 
Biseche  un-to  your  meke  womanhede  65 
That  I  now    dorste  my  shari>e  sorwes 

smerte 
Shewe  by  worde,  that  ye  wolde  ones  rede 
The  pleynte  of  me,  the  which  fal  sore 

drede 
That  I  have  seid  here,  through  myn  un- 

oonninge. 
In  any  worde  to  your  displesinge.  70 

Lothest  of  anything  that  ever  was  loth 
Were  me,  as  wisly  god  my  soule  save  ! 
To  Beyn  a  thing  through  which  ye  might 

be  wroth ; 
And,  to  that  day  that  I  be  leyd  in  grave, 
A  trewer  servaunt  shulle  ye  never  have ; 
And,  though  that  I  on  yow  have  pleyned 

here,  76 

Forgivoth  it  me,  myn  owne  lady  dere ! 

Ever  have  I  been,  and  shal,  how-so  I 

wende, 
Outher  to  live  or  dye,  your  humble  trewe ; 
Ye  been  to  me  my  ginning  and  myn  ende, 
Sonne  of  the  sterre  bright  and  dere  of 

hewe,  81 

Alwey  in  oon  to  love  yow  freshly  newe. 
By  god  and  by  my  trouthe,  is  myn  entente ; 
To  Uve  or  dye,  I  wol  it  never  repente ! 

This  compleynt  on  seint  Yalentynes  day, 
Whan  every  foul  [ther]  ohesen  shal  his 

make,  86 

To  hir,  whos  I  am  hool,  and  shal  alwey. 
This  woful  song  and  this  compleynt  I 

make. 
That  never  yit  wolde  me  to  mercy  take  ; 
And  yit  wol  I  [for]  evermore  her  serve  90 
And  love  hir  best,  although  she  do  me 

sterve. 


Explicit 


xxrv.    (^omanf;  QtoS&eee, 
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XXIII.     A  BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNT. 

[This  U  added  aa  being  a  good  example  of  a  Complejmt  in  Ghanoer's  f^yU.\ 


CoMPLETHB  n«  coude,  ne  might  myn  herte 

never 
My  peyneei  halve,  ne  what  torment  I  have, 
Though  that  I  sholde  in  your  presence 

ben  ever, 
My  hertes  lady,  as  wisly  he  me  save 
That  honntee  made,  and  bentee  list  to 

grave  5 

In  yxjior  persone,  and  bad  hem  bothe  infere 
Ever  t'awayte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

As  wisly  he  gye  alle  my  joyes  here 
As  I  am  yoTures,  and  to  yow  sad  and  trewe. 
And  ye,  my  lyf  and  caose  of  my  good 
chere,  10 


And  deeth  also,  whan  ye  my  peynes  newe. 
My  worldes  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve  and 

sewe, 
My  heven  hool,  and  al  my  sufBsaiinoe, 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaonce, 

Beseohing  yow  in  my  most  hnmble  wyse 
Paccepte  in  worth  this  litel  povre  dyte,  16 
And  for  my  tronthe  my  service  nat  de« 

spyse, 
Myn  observaonoe  eek  have  nat  in  despyte, 
Ne  yit  to  long  to  snffren  in  this  plyte ; 
I  yow  beseche,  myn  hertes  lady,  here,  20 
Sith  I  yow  serve,  and  so  wil  yeer  by 

yere. 


XXIV.     WOMANLY  NOBLESSE. 

\TMe  genuine  poem  tooi  Jlrtt  printed  in  June,  1894.] 


Balade  that  Chauder  made. 

So  hath  my  herte  caught  in  r^membrannce 

Your  beauts  hool,  and  stedfast  govem- 

aunoe, 

Your  vertnes  all6,  and  your  hy  noblesse, 

That  you  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce ; 

So  wel  me  lykth  your  womanly  oonten- 

aunce,  5 

Your  fresshe  fetures  and  your  com< 

linesse, 
That,  whyl  I  live,   my   herte  to  his 
maistresse, 
Yon  hath  fed  chose,  in  trewpers^veraunce, 
Never  to  chaunge,  for  no  maner  dis- 
tresse. 


shal    do    this 


ob- 
xo 


And    sith    I    [yon] 

servannce 
Al  my  lyf,  withouten  displesaunce, 

You  for  to  serve  with  al  my  besinesse, 
[Taketh  me,  lady,  in  your  obeisaunce] 
And  have  me  somwhat  in  your  souven- 
aunoe. 
My  wofnlhertesuf&eth  greet  duresse;  15 
And  [loke]  how  hnmbl[el]y,  with  al 
simplessei 


My  wil  I  c6nforme  to  your  ordenaimoe. 
As  you  best  list,  my  peynes  f  to  redresse, 

Considring  eek  how  I  hange  in  balaunce 
In    your    servycd;    swioh,    lo!    is    my 
chaunce,  20 

Abyding  grace,  whan  that  your  gentil- 
nesse 
Of  my  gret  wo  list  doon  allegeaunoe. 
And  with  your  pit^  me  som  wyse  avaunce, 
In  ful  rebating  of  my  hevinesse ; 
And  think  fresdun,  that  wommanly 
noblesse  35 

Shuld  nat  desyre  ffor  to  doon  outrance 
Ther-asshe  findeth  noon  unbuxumnesse. 

« 

Lenvoye. 

Auctour  of  norture,  lady  of  plesaunce, 
Soveraine  of  beauts,  flour  of  wonmian- 
hede, 
Take  ye  non  hede  unto  myn  ignoraunce,  30 
But  this  receyveth  of  your  goodlihede, 
Thinking   that   I  have    caught  in  re- 

membraunce 
Your  beautd  hool,  yoxir  stedfast  govem- 
aunoe. 


S* 


BOETHIUS    DE    CONSOLATIONE 

PHILOSOPHIE. 


■♦♦■ 


BOOK    I. 


Metrb  L     Carmina  qui  q^tondam  studio 
Jlorente  peregu 

AL.LA8  !  I,  weping,  am  oonBtreined  to 
biginnen  vers  of  Borowfol  xnatere,  that 
ivhylom  in  florisohing  stadie  made  dolit- 
able  ditees.  For  lo !  rendinge  Muses  of 
5  poetes  endyten  to  me  thinges  to  bo 
writen  ;  and  drery  vers  of  wrecchednesse 
weten  my  face  with  verray  teres.  At 
the  leeste,  no  drede  ne  mighte  over- 
oomen  tho  Moses,  that  they  ne  weren 

lo  felawes,  and  folweden  my  wey,  that  is 
to  seyn,  whan  I  was  exyled;  they  that 
weren  gloxie  of  my  yonthe,  whylom  wele- 
fill  and  grene,  comforten  now  the  sorow- 
fol  werdes  of  me,  olde  man.    For  elde 

15  is  comen  nnwarly  npon  me,  hasted  by* 
the  harmes  that  I  have,  and  sorow  hath 
comannded  his  age  to  be  in  me.    Heres 
Jiore  ben  shad  overtymeliche  upon  myn 
heved,  and  the  slake  skin  trembleth  npon 

20  myn  empted  body.  Thilke  deefh  of  men 
is  weleful  that  ne  cometh  not  in  yeres 
that  ben  swete,  bnt  cometh  to  wrecches, 
often  y-cleped.  Alias !  alias !  with  how 
deef  an  ere  deeth,  cruel,  tometh  awey 

35  fro  wrecches,  and  naiteth  to  doeen 
wepinge  eyen  !  Whyl  Fortune,  unfeith- 
'fiil,  favorede  me  with  lighte  goodes,  the 
sorowfol  houre,  that  is  to  seyn^  the  deeth, 
liadde  almost  dreynt  myn  heved.     But 

30  now,  for  Fortune  cloudy  hath  chaunged 


hir  deceyvable  chere  to  me-ward,  myn 
unpitous  lyf  draweth  a-long  unagreable 
dwellinges  in  me.  0  ye,  my  frendes,  what 
orwhertoavauntede  ye  me  to  ben  weleful? 
for  he  that  hath  fallen  stood  nat  in  35 
stedefiast  degree. 

Prose  I.    Hee  dum  mecum  tacUus  ipse 
reputarenu 

Whyle  that  I  stille  recordede  thise 
thinges  with  my-self,  and  markede  my 
weeply  compleynte  with  office  of  pointel, 
I  saw,  stondinge  aboven  the  heighte  of 
myn  heved,  a  woman  of  ful  greet  re-  5 
verence  by  semblaunt,  hir  eyen  bren- 
ninge  and  deer-seinge  over  the  oomune 
might  of  men  ;  with  a  lyfly  colour,  and 
with  swioh  vigour  and  strengthe  that  it 
ne  mighte  nat  ben  empted ;  al  were  it  10 
so  that  she  was  ful  of  so  greet  age,  that 
men  ne  wolde  nat  trowen,  in  no  manere, 
that  she  were  of  oure  elde.  The  stature 
of  hir  was  of  a  doutous  jugement ;  for 
som-tyme  she  constreinede  and  shronk  15 
hir-selven  lyk  to  the  comune  mesure  of 
men,  and  sum-tyme  it  semede  that  she 
touchede  the  hevene  with  the  heighte  of 
hir  heved ;  and  whan  she  heef  hir  heved 
hyer,  she  percede  the  selve  hevene,  so  20 
that  the  sighte  of  men  looking  was  in 
ydeL  Hir  clothes  weren  maked  of  right 
delye  thredes  and  subtil  crafte,  of  per- 
durable matere  ;  the  whicha  clothes  she 
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'5  badde  woven  with  hir  owene  hondes,  as 
I  knew  wel  after  by  hir-«elf,  declaringe 
and  shewinge  to  me  the  beantee ;.  the 
whiohe  clothes  a  derknesse  of  a  forleten 
and  dispysed  elde  hadde    dusked    and 

30  derkedf  as  it  is  wont  to  derken  bi- 
smokede  images^  In  the  nethereste 
hem  or  bordare  of  thise  clothes  men 
redden,  y-woven  in,  a  Orekissh  P,  that 
ngmfgelh  the  lyfAciif;  and  aboven  that 

55  lettre,  in  the  heyeste  bordnre,  a  Grekissh 
T,  ihat  signifyeth  the  lyf  Contemplatif. 
.\nd  bi-twixen  these  two  lettres  ther 
weren  seyn  degrees,  nobly  y-wroght  in 
manere  of  laddres ;   by  whiche  degrees 

40  men  mighten  climben  firo  the  nethereste 
lettre  to  the  appereste.  Natheles,  handes 
ctf  some  men  hadde  corven  that  cloth 
by  yiolenoe  and  by  strengthe ;  and 
eyeriche  man  of  hem  hadde  born  awey 

45  swiche  peces  as  he  mighte  geten.  And 
forsothe,  this  forseido  woman  bar  smale 
bokea  in  hir  right  hand,  and  in  hir  left 
hand  she  bar  a  ceptre.  And  whan  she 
say  thise  poetical  Muses  aprochen  aboute 

50  my  bed,  and  endjrtlnge  wordes  to  my 
wepinges,  she  was  a  litel  amoved,  and 
glowede  with  cruel  eyen.  *  Who,'  quod 
she,  *  hath  suffred  aprochen  to  this  syke 
man  thise  comune  strompetes  of  swich 

55  a  place  that  men  depen  the  theatre? 
The  whiche  nat  only  ne  asswagen  nat 
hise  sorwes  with  none  remedies,  but  they 
wolden  feden  and  norisshon  hem  with 
Bwete  venim.     Forsothe,  thise  ben  tho 

60  that  with  thomes  and  prikkinges  of 
talents  or  affeociouns,  whiche  that  ne 
ben  no-thing  fruotefyinge  nor  profitable, 
destroyen  the  com  plentevous  of  fmites 
of  resoun ;   for  they  holden  the  hertes 

65  of  men  in  usage,  but  they  ne  delivere 
nat  folk  fro  maladye.  But  if  ye  Muses 
hadden  withdrawen  fro  me,  with  your 
flateiyes,  any  uncunninge  and  unprofit- 
able man,  as  men  ben  wont  to  finde 

70  oomunly  amonges  the  poeple,  I  wolde 
wene  suffre  the  lasse  grevously ;  fop-why, 
in  swiche  an  unprofitable  man,  myn 
ententes  ne  weren  no-thing  endamaged. 
But  ye  withdrawen  ffrom  me  this  man, 

75  that  hath  be  norisshed  in  the  studies  or 


scoles  of  Eleaticis  and  of  Achademicis  in 
Orece,  But  goth  now  rather  awey,  ye 
mermaidenes,  whiche  that  ben  swete  til 
it  bo  at  the  laste,  and  sufl^th  this  man 
to  be  cured  and  heled  by  myne  Muses,'  8m 
that  U  to  teyriy  by  noteifiil  tciencet.  And 
thus  this  companye  of  Muses  y-blamed 
casten  wrothly  the  chere  dounward  to 
the  erthe;  and,  shewinge  hy  reednesse 
hir  shame,  they  passeden  sorowfully  the  85 
threshfold.  And  I,  of  whom  the  sighte, 
plounged  in  teres,  was  derked  so  that 
I  ne  mighte  not  knowon  what  that 
womman  was,  of  so  imperial  auctoritee, 
I  wex  al  abaisshed  and  astoned,  and  caste  9^ 
my  sighte  doun  to  the  erth^,  and  bigan 
stille  for  to  abyde  what  she  wolde  don 
afterward.  Tho  com  she  ner,  and  sette 
hir  doun  up-on  the  uttereste  comer  of 
my  bed ;  and  she,  biholdinge  my  chere.  95 
that  was  cast  to  the  erthe,  bevy  and 
grevous  of  wepinge,  compleinede,  with 
thise  wordes  that  I  shal  seyen,  the  per- 
turbaoioun  of  my  thought. 

MsTRB  n.     JUeu  quam  precipiti  meraa 
pro/undo, 

'  Alias !  how  the  thought  of  man,  dreint 
in  over-throwinge  deepnesse,  dulleth,  and 
forleteth  his  propre  cleemesse,  min tinge 
to  goon  in-to  foreine  derknesses,  as  ofte 
as  his  an<^ou8  bisinesse  wexeth  with-  5 
oute  mesure,  that  is  driven  to  and  fro 
with  worldly  windes !  This  man,  that 
whylom  was  free,  to  whom  the  hevene 
was  open  and  knowen,  and  was  wont 
to  goon  in  heveneliche  pathes,  and  saugh  10 
the  lightnesse  of  the  rede  sonne,  and 
saugh  the  sterres  of  the  colde  mone,  and 
whiche  sterre  in  hevene  useth  wandering 
recourses,  y-ilit  by  dyverse  sjMres — ^this 
man,  overcomer,  hadde  comprehended  15 
al  this  by  noumbre  ofacounHnge  in  attnh 
nomye.  And  over  this,  he  was  wont  to 
seken  the  causes  whennes  the  souning 
windes  moeven  and  bisien  the  smothe 
water  of  the  see ;  and  what  spirit  tometh  a<> 
the  stable  hevene ;  and  why  the  sterre 
aryseth  out  of  the  rede  eest,  to  fallen  in 
the  westrene  wawes ;  and  what  atempreth 
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the    lusty  houreB  of   the    Ante    somer 

^5  sesoon,  that  highteth  and  apparaileth 

the  ertho  with  rosene  flowres ;  and  who 

maketh  that  plentevonse  aatompne,  in 

fuUe  yeros,   fleteth    with    hevy    grapes. 

And  eek  this  man  was  wont  to  telle  the 

30  dyverse    causes    of  nature    that  weren 

y-hidde.    Alias  !  now  lyeth  he  empted  of 

light  of  his  thought ;  and  his  nekke  is 

pressed  with  heyy  oheynes  ;  and  hereth 

his  chore  endyned  adoun  for  the  grete 

35  weighte,  and  is  constreined  to  looken  on 

the  fool  erthe  I 


Pross  II.    Set  medicinSy  hiquit,  Umpus 

eat. 

But  tyme  is  now,'  quod  she,  '  of  medi- 
cine more  than  of  oompleinte.'  Forsothe 
than  she,  entendinge  to  me-ward  with 
alio  the  lookinge  of  hir  eyen,  seide ; — '  Art 
5  nat  thou  he,'  quod  she,  '  that  whylom 
y-norisshed  with  niy  milk,  and  fostered 
with  myno  metes,  were  escaped  and 
comen  to  corage  of  a  parflt  man  ?  Certes, 
I  yaf  thee  swiche  armures  that,  yif  thou 

]()  thy-self  ne  haddest  first  cast  hem  a-wey, 
they  shulden  han  defended  thee  in  siker- 
nesse  that  may  nat  ben  over-oomen. 
Knowest  thou  me  nat  ?  Why  art  thou 
stUle  ?    Is  it  for  shame  or  for  astoninge  ? 

15  It  were  me  lever  that  it  were  for  shama  ; 
but  it  semeth  nxe  that  astoninge  hath 
oppressed  thee/  And  whan  she  say  me 
nat  only  stille,  but  with-outen  office  of 
tunge  and  al  doumb,  she  leide  hir  hand 

ao  softely  upon  my  brest,  and  seide  :  *  Here 
nis  no  peril,'  quod  she  ;  '  he  is  fallen  into 
a  litargie,  whiohe  that  is  a  oomune 
sykenes  to  hertes  that  ben  deceived.  He 
hath  a  litel  foiyeten  him-self,  but  certes 

35  he  shal  lightly  remembren  him-self,  yif 
so  be  that  he  hath  knowen  me  or  now  ; 
and  that  he  may  so  don,  I  wil  wypen 
a  litel  his  eyen,  that  ben  derked  by  the 
cloude  of  mortal  thinges.'    Thise  wordes 

30  seide  she,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  gar- 
ment, y-plyted  in  a  frounce,  she  dryede 
myn  eyen,  that  weren  fuUe  of  the  wawes 
pf  my  wepinges. 


Metu  in.     Tune  ms  diteuua  liquenmi 
nocU  tenebre. 

Thus,  whan  that  night  was  discussed 
and  chased  a-wey,  derknesses  forleften 
me,  and  to  myn  eyen  repeirede  ayein  hir 
firste  streng^he.  And,  right  by  ensaumple 
as  the  Sonne  is  hid  whan  the  sterres  ben  5 
dustred  {that  ia  to  seyn,  whan  tUrru  htm, 
covered  with  cloudea)  by  a  swifte  winde 
that  highte  Chorus,  and  that  the  firma* 
ment  stant  derked  by  wete  plonngy 
cloudee,  and  that  the  sterres  nat  apperen  10 
up-on  hevene,  so  that  the  night  semeth 
sprad  up-on  erthe  :  yif  thanne  the  wind 
that  highte  Borias,  y-sent  out  of  the  caves 
of  the  contree  of  Trace,  beteth  this  night 
{that  is  to  aeyn^  chaaeth  it  a-w«y\  and  15 
desoovereth  the  closed  day :  than  shyneth 
Phebus  y-shaken  with  sodein  light,  and 
smyteth  with  his  hemes  in  mervelinge 
eyen. 

Pboss  in.    Haud  alUer  tritUeie  nebuU$ 
ditBoluiia, 

Bight  so,  and  non  other  wyse,  the 
doudes  of  sorwe  dissolved  and  don  a-wey, 
I  took  hevene,  and  receivede  minde  to 
knowen  the  face  of  my  fysicien ;  so  that 
I  sette  myn  eyen  on  hir,  and  fastnede  my  5 
lookinge.  I  beholde  my  norioe  Philo- 
sophic, in  whos  houses  I  hadde  conversed 
and  haunted  iro  my  jrouthe  ;  and  I  seide 
thus.  *  O  thou  maistresse  of  alle  vertues, 
descended  from  the  soverein  sete,  why  ic 
artow  comen  in-to  this  solitarie  place  of 
myn  exil?  Artow  comen  for  thou  art 
maked  coupablewith  me  of  false  blames  ?' 

Phil,    *■  0,*  quod  she,  '  my  norry,  sholde 
I  forsaken  thee  now,  and  sholde  I  nat  15 
parten  with  thee,  hy  comune  travaile,  the 
charge  that  thou  hast  suffred  for  envie  of 
my  name  ?    Certes,  it  nere  not  leveful  ne 
sittinge  thing  to  Philosophie,  to  leten 
with-outencompajiyethewey  ofhim  that  ao 
is  innocent.   Sholde  I  thanne  redoute  my 
blame,  and  agiysen  as  though  ther  were 
bifallen  a  newe  thing  ?  quasi  diceret^  non. 
For  trowestow  that  Philosophie  be  now 
alderfirst  assailed  in  perils  by  folk  of  25 
wikkede  maneres?    Have  I  nat  striven 
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with  ful  greet  stryf,  in  olde  tyxne,  bifore 
the  age  of  my  Plato,  ayeines  the  foolhardi- 
nesse  of  folye  ?    And  eek,  the  same  Plato 

30  livinge,  his  n!uu8ter  Socrates  deservede 
victorie  of  unrightful  deeth  in  my  pre- 
sence. The  heritage  of  which  Socrates — 
the  h&ritaffe  is  to  aeyn  the  doctrine  ci/the 
whiehs  Socrates  in  his  opinioun  ofFelicUee^ 

35  that  I  depe  wUfulneste — ^whan  that  the 
poeple  of  Epicoriens  and  Stoiciens  and 
many  othre  enforceden  hem  to  go  ravisshe 
everich  man  for  his  part — that  is  to  seyn^ 
that  everich  of  hem  toolde  dramoen  to  the 

40  d^ence  of  his  ojpinioun  the  toordes  of 
Socratee — ^they,  as  in  partie  of  hir  preye, 
to-drowen  me,  czyinge  and  debatinge 
ther-ayeins,  and  corven  and  to-renten  my 
clothes  that  I  hadde  woven  with  myn 

45  handes ;  and  with  tho  cloates  that  they 
hadden  araced  ont  of  my  clothes  they 
wenten  awey,  weninge  that  I  hadde  gon 
with  hem  everydeL  In  whiche  I^ 
curiens  and  Stoiciens^  for  as  moche  as  ther 

50  semede  some  traces  or  steppes  of  myn 
habite,  the  folye  of  men,  weninge  tho  Epir- 
curiens  and  Stoiciens  my  famuleres,  per- 
verted (sc  persequendo)  some  through  the 
erroor  of  the  wikkede    or   nnconninge 

55  multitude  of  hem.  This  is  to  seyn  that^ 
for  they  semede  philoeophres,  they  weren 
pursued  to  the  deeth  and  alayn.  80  yif  thou 
hast  nat  knowen  the  ezilinge  of  Anaxo- 
gore,  ne  the  enpoysoninge  of  Socrates,  ne 

60  the  tourments  of  Zeno,  for  they  weren 
straungeres :  yit  mightestow  han  knowen 
the  Senecciens  and  the  Canios  and  the 
fSoranos,  of  whiche  folk  the  renoun  is 
neither  over-olde  ne  unsolempne.    The 

6s  whiche  men,  no-thing  elles  ne  bronghte 
hem  to  the  deeth  but  only  for  they  weren 
enfourmed  of  layne  maneres,  and  seme- 
den  most  unlyke  to  the  studies  of  wik- 
kede folk.    And  forthy  thou  oughtest  nat 

70  to  wondren  though  that  I,  in  the  bittre 
see  of  this  lyf,  be  fordriven  with  tem- 
pestes  blowinge  aboute,  in  the  whiche 
tempestes  this  is  my  most  pnrpos,  that  is 
to  seyn,  to  displesen  to  wikkede  men.     Of 

75  whiche  shrewes,  al  be  the  ost  never  so 
greet,  it  is  to  dispyse ;  for  it  nis  governed 
with  no  leder  of  resoun,  but  it  is  ravisshed 


only  by  fletinge  errour  folyly  and  lightly. 
And  if  they  som-i^me,  makinge  an  ost 
ayeins  us,  assaile  us  as  stronger,  our  leder  80 
draweth  to-gidere  hise  richesses  in-to  his 
tour,  and  they  ben  ententif  aboute  sar- 
pulers  or  saohels  unprofitable  for  to  taken. 
But  we  that  ben  heye  aboven,  siker  fro 
alle  tumulte  and  wode  noise,  wamestored  85 
and  enclosed  in  swich  a  palis,  whider  as 
that  chateringe  or  anoyinge  folye  ne  may 
nat  atayne,  we  scome  swiche  ravineres 
and  henteres  of  fouleste  thinges. 

M  ETRE IV.   Quisquia  composito  serenua  euo* 

Who-so  it  be  that  is  deer  of  vertu,  sad, 
and  wel  ordinat  of  livinge,  that  hath  put 
under  foot  the  proude  werdes  and  looketli 
upright  up-on  either  fortune,  he  may 
holde  his  chere  undiscomfited.  The  rage  5 
ne  the  manaces  of  the  see,  commoevinge 
or  chasinge  upward  hete  fro  the  botme, 
ne  shal  not  moeve  that  man ;  ne  the 
unstable  mountaigne  that  highte  Vesevus, 
that  wiytheth  out  through  his  brokene  10 
ohiminees  smokinge  fyre&  Ne  the  wey 
of  fthonder-leyt,  that  is  wont  to  smyten 
heye  toures,  ne  shal  nat  moeve  that  man. 
Wher-to  thanne,  o  wrecches,  drede  ye 
tirauntes  that  ben  wode  and  felonous  15 
with-oute  any  strengthe?  Hope  after 
no-thing,  ne  drede  nat ;  and  so  shaltow 
desarmen  the  ire  of  thilke  unmighty 
tiraunt.  But  who-so  that,  quakinge, 
dredeth  or  desireth  thing  that  nis  nat  ^> 
stable  of  his  right,  that  man  that  so  doth 
hath  cast  awey  his  sheld  and  is  remoeved 
fro  his  place,  and  enlaceth  him  in  the 
cheyne  with  the  which  he  may  ben 
drawen.  ^5 

Prose  IV.     Sentisne,  inquit,  hec 

Felestow,'  quod  she,  *thise  thinges, 
and  entren  they  aught  in  thy  oorage? 
Artow  lyke  an  asse  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wepestow,  why  spillestow  teres?  Yif 
thou  abydest  after  help  of  thy  leche,  thee  5 
bihoveth  discovere  thy  wounde.*  Tho 
I,  that  hadde  gadered  strengthe  in  my 
corage,  answerede  and  seide :  *  And 
nedeth  it  yit,'  quod  I,  '  of  rdiendnge  or 
of  amoniolotm;     and   sheweth   it   nat  10 
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y-noogli  by  him-self  the  sbarpnesse  of 
iV>rtiiiie,  tiiat  wexeth  wood  ayeins  me? 
Xe  moeveth  it  nat  thee  to  seen  the  face 
or  the  manere  of  this  place  (i  pritoun)  ? 

15  Is  this  the  librarie  whiche  that  thou 
haddest  chosen  for  a  right  oertein  sete  to 
thee  in  nxynhous,  ther-«s  thoadespntedest 
ofte  with  me  of  the  sciences  of  thinges 
tonohinge  divinitee  and  touchinge  man- 

^>  kinde  ?  Was  thanne  myn  habite  swich 
as  it  is  now  ?  Was  than  my  face  or  my 
chere  swiche  as  now  {quati  dicerei^  non\ 
whan  I  songhte  with  thee  secrets  of 
nature,  whan  thon  enformedest  my  ma- 

25  neres  and  the  resonn  of  alle  my  l3rf  to  the 
ensamnple  of  the  ordre  of  hevene  ?  Is  nat 
this  the  gnerdonn  that  I  referre  to  thee, 
to  whom  I  have  be  obeisaant?  Certes, 
thou  oonfermedest,  by  the  month  of  Plato, 

30  this  sentence,  that  U  to  seyn^  that  comnne 
thinges  or  comonalitees  weren  blisftil,  yif 
they  that  hadden  studied  al  ftdly  to  wis- 
dom govemeden  thilke  thinges,  or  elles 
yif  it  so  bifiUe  that  the  gOYemonres  of 

35  comonalitees  stadieden  to  geten  wisdom. 
Thon  seidest  eek,  hy  the  month  of  the 
same  Plato,  that  it  was  a  necessarie 
canse,  wyse  men  to  taken  and  desire  the 
govemaunce  of  comune  thinges,  for  that 

40  the  govemements  of  citees,  y-left  in  the 
handes  of  felonons  tormentonrs  citizenes, 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  in  pestilence  and 
destmocioun  to  gode  folk.  And  therfor 
I,  folwinge  thilke  auctoritee  («c.  Platanis^ 

45  desired  to  patten  forth  in  execncionn  and 
in  acte  of  comnne  administracionn  thilke 
thinges  that  I  hadde  lemed  of  thee  among 
my  secree  resting-whyles.  Thou,  and  god 
that  pntte  thee  in  the  thonghtes  of  wyse 

51 )  folk,  ben  knowinge  with  me,  that  no- 
thing ne  bronghte  me  to  maistrie  or 
dignitee,  but  the  comnne  stndie  of  alle 
goodnesse.  And  ther-of  comth  it  that 
bi-twixen  wikked  folk  and  me  han  ben 

55  grevons  discordes,  that  ne  mighten  ben 
relesed  by  preyeres  ;  for  this  libertee  hath 
the  freedom  of  conscience,  that  the  wratthe 
of  more  mighty  folk  hath  alwey  ben  de- 
spysed  of  me  for  savacionn  of  right.     How 

6(>  ofle  have  I  resisted  and  withstonde  thilke 
man  that  highte  Conigaste,  that  made 


alwey  assantes  ayeins  the  prospre  fortunes 
of  pore  feble  folk  ?  How  ofte  eek  have 
I  put  of  or  cast  out  him,  TrigwiUe,  pro- 
vost of  the  king(»  hous,  bothe  of  the  65 
wronges  that  he  hadde  big^unne  to  don, 
and  eek  fully  performed  ?  How  ofte  have 
I  covered  and  defended  by  the  auctoritee 
of  me,  put  ayeins  perils — that  is  to  seyn, 
put  myn  aud&ritee  in  peril  for — the  ?o 
wrecched  pore  folk,  that  the  covetyse  of 
straungeres  unpunished  tourmentoden 
alwey  with  miseyses  and  grevaunces  out 
of  noumbre  ?  Never  man  ne  drow  mo  yit 
fro  right  to  wronge.  '  Whan  I  say  the  7^ 
fortunes  and  the  richesses  of  the  poeple 
of  the  provinces  ben  harmed  or  amenused, 
outher  by  privee  ravynes  or  by  comune 
tributes  or  cariages,  as  sory  was  I  as  they 

that   suffreden    the    harm. Glossa.  80 

Whan  that  Theodoric,  the  king  of  Gothes, 
in  a  dere  yere^  hadde  hise  gemeree  ful  of 
eom^  and  comaundede  that  no  man  ne  sholde 
byen  no  com  til  his  com  were  sold,  and  thai 
at  a  grevous  dere  prys,  Boece  withstood  that  85 
ordinaunce,  and  over-corn  it,  knotoinge  cd 

this  the  king  him^Jf, Textus.  Whan 

it  was  in  the  soure  hungry  tyme,  ther 
was  establisshed  or  cryed  grevous  and 
inplitable  coempcioun,  that  men  sayen  90 
wel  it  sholde  greetly  turmenten  and  en- 
damagen  al  the  province  of  Campaigne, 
I  took  stryf  ayeins  the  provost  of  the 
pretorio  for  comune  profit.  And,  the  king 
knowinge  of  it,  I  overcom  it,  so  that  the  95 
coempcioun  ne  was  not  axed  ne    took 

eifect. [Glossa.]  -[Coempcioun,  that  is  to 

seyn,  comune  achat  or  hying  to-gidere,  that 
were  establisshed  up-on  the  poeple  by  swiche 
a  manere  imposieiounj  as  whO'SO  boughte  100 
a  hunhel  com,  he  moste  yeve  the  king  the 

fifle  part [Textus.]  Paulin,  a  ooun- 

seiller  of  Home,  the  richesses  of  the 
whiche  Paulin  the  houndes  of  the  palays, 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  offlceres,  wolden  han  105 
devoured  by  hope  and  covetise,  yit  drow 
t  him  out  of  the  jowes  (sc.  fauc^us)  of  horn 
that  gapeden.  And  for  as  moche  as  the 
peyne  of  the  aocusacionn  ajuged  bifom  ne 
sholde  nat  sodeinly  honten  no  punisshen  1 10 
wrongfully  Albin,  a  oounseiller  of  Borne, 
I  putte  mo  ayeins  the  hates  and  indig- 


(S^oei^ttuK*    (S^ooS  I:  Qproee  iv. 


135 


naoionns  of  the  acoiuor  Giprian.  Is  it  nat 
thanne  y-nongli  y-seyn,  that  I  have  pnr- 

115  chaoed  grete  discoides  ayeins  my-self  ? 
Bat  I  ooghte  be  the  more  assored  ajeins 
alia  othre  folk  («.  Hcmayru)^  that  for  the 
love  of  rightwisnesse  I  ne  reserved  never 
no-thing  to  my-flalf  to  hemward  of  the 

110  kinges  halle,  sc  officen,  hy  the  whiche 
I  -were  the  more  Biker.  But  thorogh  tho 
same  accnsors  accnsinge,  I  am  con- 
dempned.  Of  the  noombir  of  the  whiohe 
accnsors  oon  Bam'linH,  that  whylom  was 

125  chased  oat  of  the  kinges  service,  is  now 
compelled  in  aocosinge  of  my  name,  for 
nede  of  foreine  moneye.  Also  Opilion  and 
Gandenoins  han  acoosed  me,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  justice    regal   hadde   whylom 

130  domed  hem  bothe  to  go  in-to  exil  for  hir 
trecheryes  and  firaudes  withonte  noombir. 
To  whiohe  jngement  they  nolden  nat 
obeye,  bnt  defendeden  hem  by  the  siker- 
nesse  of  holy  houses,  that  is  to  myn^Jiedden 

>35  irUo  seintuaries ;  and  whan  this  was  aper- 
oeived  to  the  king,  he  comanndede,  that 
but  they  voidede  the  citee  of  Bavenne  by 
certein  day  assigned,  that  men  sholde 
merken  hem  on  the  forheved  with  an  hoot 

140  yren  and  chasen  hem  ont  of  the  tonne. 
Now  what  thing,  semeth  thee,  mighte  ben 
ly kned  to  this  cmeltee  ?  For  oertes,  thilke 
same  day  was  received  the  aocnsinge  of 
my  name  by  thilke  same  aocosors.   What 

145  may  ben  said  her-to  ?  (quaai  diceret,  fUchil). 
Hath  my  stndie  and  my  cnnninge  de- 
served thus ;  or  elles  the  forseide  damp- 
nacioun  q/ me^  made  that  hem  rightfnl 
accnsors  or  no?  (gtMMtdJcere^  fionX     Was 

i^M  not  Fortune  ashamed  of  this  ?  Certes,  al 
hadde  nat  Fortune  ben  ashamed  that 
innocence  was  accused,  yit  oughte  she 
han  had  shame  of  the  filthe  of  myne 
accuBours. 

155  But,  axestow  in  somme,  of  what  gilt 
I  am  accused,  men  seyn  that  I  wolde  save 
the  companye  of  the  senatonrs.  And 
desirest  thou  to  heren  in  what  manere  ? 
I  am  accused  that  I  sholde  han   des- 

i6q  tourbed  the  accuser  to  beren  lettres,  by 
whiche  he  sholde  han  maked  the  sena- 
toores  gilty  ayeins  the  kinges  real  ma- 
jestee.    O  maistresse,  what  demestow  of 


this  ?  Shal  I  forsake  this  blame,  that  J  ne 
be  no  shame  to  thee  ?  (qtuui  diceret^  non).  165 
Certes,  I  have  wold  it,  that  is  to  seyn^  tite 
savadoun  of  the  senate  ne  I  shal  never 
leten  to  wilne  it,  and  that  I  oonfesse  and 
am  aknowe ;    but   the    entente    of  tho 
accuser  to  be  destourbed  shal  cese.    For  170 
shal  I  clepe  it  thanne  a  felonie  or  a  sinne  - 
that  I  have  desired  the  savacioun  of  the 
ordre  of  the  senat  ?  (quasi  duxret,  duhito 
<iuid).    And  certes  yit  hadde  thilke  same 
senat  don  by  me,  thorugh  hir  decrets  and  175 
hir  jugements,  as  though  it  were  a  sinne 
or  a  felonie ;  that  is  to  seyn,  to  wilne  the 
satHidoun  of  hem  («c  senatus).    But  folye, 
that  lyeth  alwey  to  him-self,  may  not 
chaungethemeriteofthinges.  Keltrowe  180 
nat,  by  the  jngement  of  Socrates,  that  it 
were  leveful  to  me  to  hyde  the  sothe, 
ne  assente  to  lesinges.     But  certes,  how 
so  ever  it  be  of  this,  I  putte  it  to  gessen  or 
preisen  to  the  jhgement  of  thee  and  of  185 
wyse  folk.     Of  whiche  thing  al  the  ordi* 
naunce  and  the  sothe,  for  as  moche  as 
folk  that  ben  to  comen  after  our  dayes 
shuUen  knowen  it,  I  have  put  it  in  scrip- 
ture and  in  remembraunoe.  For  touching  190 
the  lettres  falsly  maked,  by  whiche  lettres 
I  am  accused  to  han  hoped  the  fredom  of 
Borne,  what  aperteneth  me  to  speke  ther- 
of?    Of  whiche  lettres  the  fraude  hadde 
ben  shewed  apertly,    yif  I   hadde  had  195 
libertee  for  to  han  used  and  been  at  the 
confessioun     of    myne    aocusours,    the 
whiche  thing  in  alle  nedes  hath   greet 
strengthe.    For  what  otlier  fredom  may 
men  hopen  ?    Certes,  I  wolde  that  som  2i%> 
other  fredom  mighte  ben  hoped.    I  wolde 
thanne   han  answered    by   the  wordes 
of  a  man  that  highte  Canins ;  for  whan 
he  was  accused  by  Gains    Cesar,   Gor- 
meynes  sone,  that  he  {(kmius)  was  know-  205 
inge  and  consentinge  of  a  coniuracioun 
y-maked    ayeins   him   («c.    Oa%us\    this 
Canius  answerede  thus :    "  Yif  I  hadde 
wist  it,  thou  haddest  nat  wist  it."    In 
which  thing  sorwe  hath  nat  so  dulled  my  210 
wit,  that  I  pleyne  only  that  shrewede  folk 
aparailen  felonies  ayeins  vertu;   but  I 
wondre  greetly  how  that  they  may  per- 
forme  thinges  that  they  hadde  hoped  for  to 
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^15  doTL  For-why,  to  wilne  BhrewedneBSe^ 
that  comth  peraventnre  of  onre  defaute ; 
bat  it  is  lyk  a  monstre  and  a  xuervaille, 
how  that,  in  the  present  sighte  of  god, 
may  ben  acheved  and  performed  swiche 

aio  thinges  as  every  felonoos  man  hath  con- 
ceived in  his  thought  ayeins  innocents. 
For  which  thing  oon  of  thy  famileres  nat 
nnskilixdly  axed  thns :  *'  Yif  god  is, 
whennes  oomeu  wikkede  thinges  ?    And 

S25  yif  god  ne  is,  whennes  comen  gode 
thinges?"  Bat  al  hadde  it  ben  levefiil 
that  felonoos  folk,  that  now  desiren  the 
blood  and  the  deeth  of  alle  gode  men  and 
eek  of  alle  the  senat,  han  wilned  to  gon 

ayy  destrojren  me,  whom  they  han  seyen 
alwey  batailen  and  defenden  gode  men 
and  eek  al  the  senat,  yit  had  I  nat 
desserved  of  the  faderee,  that  is  to  seyn,  of 
iht  aenatoureSj  that  they  sholden  wilne  my 

ais  destraccioan. 

Thoa  remembrest  wel,  as  I  gesse,  that 
whan  I  wolde  doon  or  seyen  any  thing, 
thoa  thyself,  alwey  present,  rewledest  me. 
At  the  city  of  Yerone,  whan  that  the 

940  king,  gredy  of  comone  slanghter,  caste 
him  to  transporten  ap  al  the  ordre  of  the 
senat  the  gilt  of  his  real  majestee,  of  the 
whiohe  gilt  that  Albin  was  accased,  with 
how  gret  sikemesse  of  peril  to  me  de- 

34s  fendede  I  al  the  senat !  Thoa  wost  wel 
that  I  seye  sooth,  ne  I  ne  avaantede  me 
never  in  preysinge  of  my-self.  For  alwey, 
whan  any  wight  receiveth  precioas  renoon 
in  avaantinge  him-self  of  his  werkes,  he 

250  amenaseth  the  secree  of  his  conscience. 
Bat  now  thoa  mayst  wel  seen  to  what 
endo  I  am  oomen  for  myne  innocence ; 
I  receive  peyne  of  fals  felonye  for  gnerdon 
of  verray  verto.    And  what  open  con- 

355  fessioan  of  felonye  hadde  ever  jages  so 
acordaant  in  craeltee,  that  is  to  seytij  <u 
myn  accusinge  hathy  that  either  erroar  of 
mannes  wit  or  elles  condicioan  of  For- 
tane,  that  is  ancertein  to  alle  mortal 

a6o  folk,  ne  sabmittede  some  of  hem,  that  is 
to  seytL,  that  it  ne  enelynsde  aomjugeto  han 
pitee  or  oompassiounf  For  al-thogh  I 
hadde  ben  accased  that  I  wolde  brenne 
holy  booses,  and  strangle  preestes  with 

a6s  wikkede  swerde,  or  that  I  hadde  greythed 


deeth  to  al  gode  men,  aJgates  the  sentence 
sholde  han  ponisshed  me,  present,  con- 
fessed, or  convict.  Bat  now  I  am  remewed 
ftt>  the  citee  of  Rome  almost  tyve  hondred 
thoosand  pas,  I  am  with-oote  defence  a^o 
dampned  to  prosoripcioon  and  to  the 
deeth,  for  the  stadia  uid  boontees  that 
I  have  doon  to  the  senat.  Bat  O,  wel  ben 
they  wortiiy  of  merite  (as  toko  seith^  nay)^ 
ther  mighte  never  yit  non  of  hem  be  275 
convict  of  swictie  a  Uame  as  myne  is !  Of 
whiohe  trespas,  myne  accosoors  si^en  fol 
wel  the  dignitee;  the  whiche  dignitee, 
for  they  wolden  derken  it  with  modeling 
of  som  felonye,  they  baren  me  on  hand,  280 
and  lyeden,  that  I  hadde  point  and  de- 
fooled  my  conscience  with  sacrilege,  for 
coveitise  of  dignitee.  And  oertes,  thoa  thy- 
self, that  art  plaonted  in  me,  ohaoedest 
oot  of  the  sege  of  my  ooirage  al  coveitise  of  285 
mortal  thinges;  ne  sacrilege  hadde  no 
leve  to  han  a  place  in  me  bifom  thyne 
eyen.  For  thoa  droppedest  every  day  in 
myne  eres  and  in  my  thought  thUke 
comaondement  of  Pictagoras,  that  is  to  a^t 
seyn^  men  shid  serve  to  godde,  and  not  to 
goddes.  Ke  it  was  nat  convenient,  ne  no 
nede,  to  taken  help  of  the  foolest  spirites  ; 
I,  that  thoa  hast  ordeined  and  set  in 
swiohe  ezcellenoe  that  thoa  makedest  me  295 
lyk  to  god.  And  over  this,  the  right  dene 
secree  ohaombre  of  m3me  hoos,  that  is  to 
seyn^  my  wyf^  and  the  companye  of  myn 
honest  freendes,  and  my  wyves  fader,  as 
wel  holy  as  worthy  to  ben  reverenced  3<x> 
thorogh  his  owne  dedes,  defenden  me 
from  alle  sospecioon  of  swich  blame.  Bat 
O  malice!  For  they  that  aooosen  me 
taken  of  thee,  PhiiosophUj  feith  of  so  gret 
blame  !  For  they  trowen  that  I  have  had  3^5 
affinitee  to  malefice  or  enchauntementt 
by-caose  that  I  am  replenisshed  and 
folfilled  with  thy  techinge8,and  enformed 
of  thy  maneres.  And  thos  it  sofflseth  not 
only,  that  thy  reverence  ne  availe  nxe  not,  3 10 
bot-yif  that  thoa,  of  thy  free  wille,  rather 
be  blemished  with  myn  offencioon.  Bat 
certes,  to  the  harmes  that  I  have,  ther 
bitjrdeth  yit  this  encrees  of  harm,  that 
the  gessinge  and  the  jogement  of  moche  315 
folk  ne  looken  no-thing  to  the  desertes  of 


(9oee9ttt0.   (gobs  I :  (ffitiH  v. 


137 


things,  but  only  to  the  aventnre  of 
fortune;  and  jugen  that  only  swiche 
thmg«e  ben  purveyed  of  god,  whicho  that 

uu  temporel  weleftilnease  eonunendeth. 

Gloae.  A3  thus:  thaty  yif  a  wight  have 
protperiteej  he  is  a  good  man  and  worthy  to 
han  that  prosperiUe;  and  whoso  hath 
adversUee,  he  is  a  wikked  man,  and  god 

.V5  hath  Joraake  hhn,  and  he  is  worthy  to  han 
that  adversitee.     This  is  the  opinioun  of 

some  folk. ^And    ther-of  comth    that 

good  gesainge,  first  of  alle  thing,  forsaketh 
wreoches  :  certes,  it  greveth  me  to  thinke 

35U  right  now  the  dyverae  sentences  that  the 
poeple  seith  of  me.  And  thus  moche 
I  seye,  that  the  laste  chai^  of  contrarious 
fortune  is  this :  that,  whan  that  any 
blame  is  leyd  npon  a  caitif,  men  wenen 

335  that  he  hath  deserved  that  he  sufFreth. 
And  I,  that  am  put  awey  fro  godo  men, 
and  despoiled  of  dignitees,  and  defouled 
of  my  name  by  gessinge,  have  snffred 
torment  for  my  gode  dedes.    Certes,  me 

540  aemeth  that  I  see  the  felonous  covines  of 
wikked  men  habounden  in  joye  and  in 
gladnesse.  And  I  see  that  every  lorel 
shapeth  him  to  finde  out  newe  fraudes  for 
to  accuse  gode  folk.     And  I  see  that  gode 

345  men  both  overthrowen  for  drede  of  my 
peril ;  and  every  luxurious  tourmentour 
dar  doon  alle  felonye  unpunisshed  and 
ben  excited  therto  by  yiftes ;  and  inno- 
cents ne  ben  not  only  despoiled  of  siker- 

350  nesse  but  of  defence ;  and  therfore  me  list 
to  cryen  to  god  in  this  wyse  : — 

MsTBE  y.    O  steUiferi  eonditor  orbis. 

O  thou  maker  of  the  whele  that  bereth 
the  sterres,  which  that  art  y-fastned  to 
thy  perdurable  ohayer,  and  tomest  the 
hevene  with  a  ravisshing  sweigh,  and 
5  constreinest  the  sterres  to  suffren  thy 
lawe ;  so  that  the  mone  som-tyme  shyning 
with  hir  ful  homes,  meting  with  alle  the 
hemes  of  the  sonne  hir  brother,  hydeth 
the  sterres  that  ben  lesse  ;  and  somtyme, 
10  whan  the  mono,  pale  with  hir  derke 
homes,  approcheth  the  sonne,  leseth  hir 
lightes ;  and  that  the  eve^terre  Hesperus, 
whiche  that  in  the  firste  tyme  of  the  night 
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bringeth  forth  hir  colde  arysinges,  cometh 
eft  ayein  hir  used  oours,  and  is  pale  by  15 
t?ie  morwe  at  the  rysing  of  the  sonne,  and 
is  thanne  cleped  Lucifer.  Thou  restreinost 
the  day  by  shorter  dwelling,  in  the  tymo 
of  colde  winter  that  maketh  the  leves  to 
falle.     Thou  dividest  the  swifte  tydes  of  20 
the  night,  whan  the  hote  somer  is  comen.  * 
Thy    might    atempreth    the    variaunts 
sesons  of  the  yere  ;  so  that  Zephims  the 
deboneir  wind  bringeth  ayein,  in  the  first 
somer  sesoun^  the  leves  that  the  wind  that  25 
highte  Boreas  hath  reft  awey  in  autumpnUy 
that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  laste  ends  of  somer ; 
and  the  sedes  that  the  sterre  that  highte 
A  returns  saw,  ben  waxen  heye  comes 
whan  the  sterre  Sirius  eschaufeth  hem.  30 
Ther  nis  no-thing  unbounde  from  his  olde 
lawe,  ne  forleteth  the  werke  of  his  propre 
estat.        O  thou  govemour,  govemingo 
alle  thinges  by  certein    ende,   why  re- 
fusestow  only  to  goveme  the  werkes  of  35 
men  by  dewe  manere?     Why  suffirest    - 
thou  that  slydinge  fortune  tometh   so 
grete  entrechaunginges  of  thinges,  so  that 
anoyous    peyne,     that     sholde     dewely 
punisshe  felouns,  ptmissheth  innocents  ?  40 
And  folk  of  wikkede  maneres  sitten  in 
heye  chayres,  and  anoyinge  folk  treden, 
and  that  unrightftilly,  on  the  nekkes  of 
holy  men?      And  vertu,  cler-shjminge 
naturelly,  is  hid  in  derke  derkenesses,  and  45 
the  rightful  man  bereth  the  blame  and 
the  peyne  of  the  feloun.     Ne  forsweringo 
ne  the  fraude,  covered  and  kembd  with 
a  fals  colour,  ne  anoyeth  nat  to  shrewes ; 
the  whiche  shrewes,  whan  hem  list  to  5^ 
usen  hir  strengthe,  they  rejoysen  hem  to 
putten  under  hem  the  soverejme  kinges, 
whiche  that  poeple  with-outen  noumbre 
dreden.        0  thou,  what  so  ever  thou 
be  that  knittest  alle  bondes  of  thinges,  55 
loke  on  thise  wrecchede  erthes  ;  we  men 
that  ben  nat  a  foulo  party,  but  a  fayr 
party  of  so  grete  a  werk,  we  ben  tormented 
in  this  see  of  fortune.     Thou  govemour, 
withdraw  and  restreyne  the  ravisshinge  ^ 
flodes,  and  &stne  and  ferme  thise  erthes 
stable  with  thilke  bondo,  with  whiche 
thou  govemost  the   hcveno  that  is  so 
large.' 
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PftOfis  V.    Hie  ubi  continuato  dolore 
ddatraui. 

Whan  I  hadde,  'with  a  continuel  sorwe, 
sobbed  or  borken  oat  thise  thinges,  she 
with  hir  chere  pesible,  and  no-thing 
amoeved  with  my  compleintes,  seide  thus : 
S  *  Whan  I  say  thee/  qnod  she,  '  Borweftil 
and  wepinge,  I  wiste  anon  that  thon  were 
a  wrecche  and  exiled  ;  bat  I  wiste  never 
how  fer  thyne  exile  was,  yif  thy  tale  ne 
hadde  shewed  it  to  me.    Bat  certes,  al  be 

10  thoa  fer  fro  thy  contree,  thou  nart  nat 
pat  oat  of  it ;  bat  thoa  hast  failed  of  thy 
weye  and  gon  amis.  And  yif  thoa  hast 
lever  for  to  wene  that  thoa  be  pat  oat  of 
thy  contree,  than  hast  thoa  pat  oat  thy- 

15  self  rather  than  any  other  wight  hath.  For 
no  wight  bat  thy-self  ne  mighte  never 
han  don  that  to  thee.  For  yif  thoa  re- 
membre  of  what  contree  thoa  art  bom,  it 
nis  nat  governed  by  emperoars,  ne  by 

ao  govemement  of  moltitade,  as  weren  the 
oontrees  of  hem  of  Athenes ;  bat  00  lord 
and  00  king,  and  that  it  god,  that  it  lord  of 
thy  contree,  whiche  that  rejoyseth  him 
of  the  dwelling  of  hise  oitesenes,  and  nat 

^5  for  to  patte  hem  in  exil ;  of  the  whiche 
lorde  it  is  a  soverayne  fredom  to  be 
governed  by  the  brydel  of  him  and  obeye 
to  his  justice.  Hastow  foryeten  thilke 
right  olde  lawe  of  thy  citee,  in  the  whiche 

50  citee  it  is  ordeined  and  establisshed,  that 
for  what  wight  that  hath  lever  foanden 
ther-in  his  sete  or  his  hoos  than  elles- 
wher,  he  may  nat  be  exiled  by  no  right 
irom  that  place?     For  who-so   that  is 

35  contened  in-with  the  palis  and  the  dos  of 
thilke  citee,  ther  nis  no  drede  that  he 
may  deserve  to  ben  exiled.  But  who-so 
that  leteth  the  wil  for  to  enhabite  there, 
he  forleteth  also  to  deserve  to  ben  citezein 

40  of  thilke  citee.  So  that  I  sey,  that  the 
iace  of  this  place  ne  moveth  me  nat  so 
mochel  as  thyne  owne  face.  Ke  I  axe  nat 
rather  the  walles  of  thy  librarie,  apar- 
ayled  and  wroaght  with  yvory  and  with 

45  glas,  Uian  after  the  sete  of  thy  thoaght. 
In  whiche  I  putte  nat  whylom  bokes,  bat 
I  patte  that  that  maketh  bokes  worthy  of 
prys  or  preoioas,  that  is  to  seyn,  the 


sentence  of  my  bokes.    And  certeinly  of 
thy  desertes,  bistowed  in  comane  good,  5^^ 
thoa  hast  seid  sooth,  bat  after  the  malti- 
tade  of  thy  gode  dedes,  thoa  hast  seid 
fewe ;  and  of  the  honestee  or  of  the  faJs- 
nesse  of  thiages  that  ben  aposed  ayeins 
thee,  thoa  hast  remembred  thinges  that  55 
ben  knowen  to  alle  folk.    And  of  the 
felonyes  and  fraades  of  thyne  accasoors, 
it  semeth  thee  have  y-toached  it  forsothe 
rightfully  and  shortly,  al  mighten  tho 
same  thinges  betere  and  more   plenti-  60 
voasely  ben  coath  in  the  moathe  of  the 
poeple  that  knoweth  al  this.       Thoa  hast 
eek  blamed  gretly  and  oompleined  of  the 
wrongfdl  dede  of  the  senat.    And  thoa 
hast  sorwed  for  my  blame,  and  thoa  hast  65 
wopen  for  the  damage  of  thy  renoun  that 
is  apayred ;  and  thy  laste  sorwe  eschaafede 
ayeins   fortune,    and   oompleineet    that 
guerdoons  ne  ben  nat  evenliche  yolden  to 
the  desertes  of  folk.    And  in  the  latere  70 
ende  of  thy  wode  Muse,  thou  preyedest 
that  thilke  -pees  that  govemeth  the  hevene 
sholde  goveme  the  erthe.    But  for  that 
manye  tribulaciouns  of  affecciouns  han 
assailed  thee,  and    sorwe   and  ire  and  75 
wepinge  to-drawen    thee  dyversely ;    as 
thou  art  now  feble  of  thought,  mightier 
remedies  ne  shullen  nat  yit  touchen  thee, 
for  whiche  we  wol  usen  somdel  lighter 
medicines  :  so  that  thilke  passiouns  that  80 
ben  woxen  harde  in  swellinge,  by  pertur> 
baciouns    flowing    in-to    thy    thought^ 
mowen  wexen  esy  and  softe,  to  receiven 
the  strengthe  of  a  more  mighty  and  more 
egre  medicine,  by  an  esier  touchinge,  85 

Hrr&s  VI. 

Cfum  Phebi  radiit  graue 
Cancri  tidut  inettwU. 

Whan  that  the  hevy  sterre  of  the 
Cancre  eschaufeth  by  the  hemes  of  Phe- 
bus,  that  it  to  teytij  tohan  that  Phebut  the 
tonne  it  in  the  tigne  of  the  Cancre,  who-so 
yeveth  thanne  largely  hise  sedes  to  the  5 
feldes  that  refHisen  to  receiven  hem,  lat 
him  gon,  bigyled  of  trust  that  he  hadde 
to  his  com,  to  acorns  of  okes.  Yif  thoa 
wolt  gadre  violettes,  ne  go  thou  not  to 
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10  the  porpnr  wode  whan  the  feld,  chirk- 
inge,  agryseth  of  colde  by  the  felnesse  of 
the  winde  that  highte  Aquilon.  Yif  thon 
desirest  or  wolt  usen  grapes,  ne  seke  thou 
nat,  with  a  glotonoas  hond,  to  streyne 

15  and  presse  the  stalkes  of  the  vine  in  the 
ftnt  somer  sesonn  ;  for  Bachos,  the  god 
of  wyne^  hath  rather  yeven  hise  yifbes  to 
autnmpne,  the  later  ende  ofaomer,  Qod 
tokneth  and  assigneth  the  tymes,  ablinge 

ao  hem  to  hir  propres  offices ;  ne  he  ne 
Boffreth  nat  the  stoondes  whiche  that 
him-aelf  hath  devyded  and  constreyned 
to  ben  y-medled  to-gidere.  And  forthy 
he  that  forleteth  certein  ordinaunce  of 

»S  doinge  by  over-throwinge  wey,  he  ne  hath 
no  glade  issne  or  ende  of  hia  werkes, 

Pbosx  VI.    Primum  igitur  paterisne  me 
pattculit  rogacionOms, 

First  woltow  soffire  me  to  touche  and 
assaye  the  estat  of  thy  thought  by  a  fewe 
demaondes,  so  that  I  may  nnderstonde 
what  be  the  manere  of  thy  coracioun  ? ' 
5  Boece.  '  Axe  me/  qnod  I,  '  at  thy  wille, 
what  thon  wolt,  and  I  shal  answere.' 

Tho  seide  she  thus :  '  Whether  we- 
neetow,'  qnod  she,  'that  this  world  be 
governed   by    foolish    hapi>es    and   for- 

10  tnnonSf  or  elles  that  there  be  in  it  any 
govemement    of  resonn  ?  *  *  Certes,' 

qnod  I,  'I  ne  trowe  nat  in  no  manere, 
that  so  certein  thinges  sholde  be  moeved 
by  fortnnons  fortune ;  but  I  wot  wel  that 

15  god,  maker  and  mayster,  is  govemour  of 
his  work.  Ne  never  nas  yit  day  that 
mighte  putte  me  out  of  the  sothnesse  of 
that  sentence.' 

'So  is  it/  quod  she;  'for  the  same 

90  thing  songe  thou  a  litel  her-bifom,  and 
biweyledest  and  biweptest,  that  only  men 
weren  put  out  of  the  cure  of  god.  For  of 
alle  other  thinges  thou  ne  doutedest  nat 
that  they  nere  governed  by  resoun.    But 

;i5  owh  !  (i  pape !)  I  wondre  gretly,  certes, 
why  that  thou  art  syk,  sin  that  thou  art 
put  in  so  holsom  a  sentence.  But  lat  us 
seken  depper;  I  conjecte  that  ther  lak- 
keth  I  not  nere  what.    But  sey  me  this  * 

30  sin  that  thou  ne  doutest  nat  that  this 
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world  be  governed  by  god,  with  whiche 
govemailes  takestow  hede  that  it  is 
governed  ? '  '  Unnethe, '  quod  I, '  knowe 
I  the  sentence  of  thy  questioun ;  so  that 
I  ne  may  nat  yit  answeren  to  thy  de-  35 
maundes.' 

'  I  nas  nat  deceived,'  quod  she,  '  that 
ther  ne  faileth  somwhat,  by  whiche  the 
maladye  of  thy  perturbacioun  is  crept 
in-to  thy  thought,  so  as  the  strengthe  of  40 
the  palis  chyning  is  open.  But  sey  me 
this  :  remembrest  thou  what  is  the  ende 
of  thinges,  and  whider  that  the  enten> 
cioun  of  alle  kinde  tendeth  ?  '  *  I  have 
herd  it  told  som-tyme,'  quod  I ;  '  but  45 
drerinesse  hath  dulled  my  memorie.' 

'Certes,'  quod  she,  'thou  wost  wel 
whennes  that  alle  thinges  ben  comen  and 
procedeth ?  '  'I  wot  wel,' quod  I,  and 
answercde,  that '  god  is  b^^inning  of  aL'  5" 

'  And  how  may  this  be, '  quod  she, '  that, 
sin  thou  knowest  the  beginning  of 
thinges,  that  thon  ne  knowest  nat  what 
is  the  ende  of  thinges  ?  But  swiche  ben 
the  customes  of  perturbaciouns,  and  this  55 
power  they  han,  that  they  may  moeve 
a  man  out  of  his  place,  that  is  to  seyn,  fro 
the  stahlenes  and  per/eccioun  qf  his  know- 
inge;  but,  certes,  they  may  nat  al  arace 
him,  ne  aliene  him  in  aL  But  I  wolde  60 
that  thou  woldest  answere  to  this : 
remembrestow  that  thou  art  a  man?' 
'Why  sholde  I  nat  remembre  that?' 
quod  L 

'  Ma3rstow  nat  telle  me  thanne,'  quod  65 
she,  '  what  thing  is  a  man  ? '     '  Axestow 
me  nat,'  quod  I,   'whether   that  I  be 
a  resonable  mortal  beest  ?  I  woot  wel,  and 
I  confesse  wel  that  I  am  it.' 

'  Wistestow  never  yit  that  thou  were  70 
any  other  thing?'    quod  she.  'No,' 

quod  L 

'  Now  woot  I,'  quod  she, '  other  cause  of 
thy  maladye,  and  that  right  grete.  Thou 
hast  left  for  to  knowen  thynself,  what  75 
thou  art ;  thorugh  whiche  I  have  pleynly 
founden  the  cause  of  thy  maladye,  or  elles 
the  entree  of  recoveringe  of  thyn  hele. 
For-why,  for  thou  art  confounded  with 
foryeting  of  thynself,  for-thy  sorweetow  80 
that  thou  art  exiled  of  thy  propre  goodee. 
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And  for  thou  ne  woet  what  is  the  onde  of 
thinges,  for-thy  demestow  that  felonoas 
and  wikked  men  ben  mighty  and  welefU. 
85  And  for  thou  hast  foryeten  hy  whiche 
goyemements  the  world  is  goyemed,  for- 
thy  wenestow  that  thisa  mntaoionns  of 
fortone  fleten  with-oate  goyemour.  Thise 
ben  grete  causes  not  only  to  maladye, 
90  but,  certes,  grete  causes  to  deeth.  But 
I  thanke  the  anctor  and  the  maker  of 
hele,  that  nature  hath  not  al  forleten 
thee.  I  haye  grete  norisshinges  of  thyn 
hele,  and  that  is,  the  sothe  sentence  of 
95  goyemaunoe  of  the  worlde ;  that  thou 
bileyest  that  the  goyeminge  of  it  nis  nat 
subject  ne  underput  to  the  folie  of  thise 
happes  ayenturous,  but  to  the  resoun  of 
god.    And  ther-for  doute  thee  no-thing ; 

ux>  for  of  this  litel  spark  thyn  hete  of  lyf 
shal  shyne.  But  for  as  moche  as  it  is 
nat  tyme  yit  of  faster  remedies,  and  the 
nature  of  thoughtes  deceiyed  is  this, 
that  as  ofte  as  they  casten  awey  sothe 

105  opiniouns,  they  olothen  hem  in  false 
opiniouns,  of  which  false  opiniouns  the 
derkenesse  of  perturbacioun  wexeth  up, 
that  oonfoundeth  the  yerray  insighte : 
and  that  derkenesse  shal  I  assaye  som- 

ifo  what  to  maken  thinne  and  wayk  by 
lighte  and  meneliche  remedies ;  so  that. 


after  that  the  derkenesse  of  deceiyinge 
desiringes  is  don  awey,  thou  mowe  knowe 
the  shyninge  of  yerray  light. 

MxTRB  YII.    NtMbtu  atris, 

m 

The  sterres,  coyered  with  blake  cloudes, 
ne  mowen  yeten  a^Kloun  no  light.  Yif  the 
trouble  wind  that  hight  Auster,  turning 
and  walwinge  the  see,  medleth  the  hete, 
that  it  to  teyn,  the  hoyling  up  from  the  5 
hotme;  the  wawes,  that  whylom  weren 
clere  as  glos  and  lyke  to  the  faire  dere 
dayes,  withstande  anon  the  sightes  of  men 
by  the  filthe  and  ordure  that  is  resolyed. 
And  the  fletinge  streem,  that  royleth  10 
doun  dyyersly  fro  heye  mountaignes,  is 
arested  and  resisted  ofte  tyme  by  the 
encountringe  of  a  stoon  that  is  departed 
and  fallen  from  som  roche.  And  for- 
thy,  3rif  thou  wolt  loken  and  demen  15 
sooth  with  cleer  light,  and  holden  the 
wey  with  a  right  path,  weyye  thou  joye, 
dryf  fro  thee  drede,  fleme  thou  hope,  ne 
lat  no  sorwe  aproche  ;  that  is  to  aeyn,  lot 
non  nf  thise  four  paeeiouna  over-comen  thee  so 
or  blende  thee.  For  cloudy  and  derke  is 
thilke  thought,  and  bounde  with  bxydles, 
where-as  thise  thinges  regnen.' 


Explicit  Liber  Primns. 


BOOK   11. 


Pbosb  I.    Pottea  paulieper  conticuit. 

After  this  she  stinte  a  litel ;  and,  after 
that  she  hadde  gadered  by  atempre  stille- 
nesse  myn  attencioun,  she  seide  thus : 
{Aa  who  mighte  teyn  thus:  After  thiee 
5  thingee  she  stinte  a  litel ;  and  whan  she 
apereeived  hy  atempre  stillenesse  that  I  was 
ententif  to  herkene  hir^  she  higan  to  speke  in 
thiswyse):  *YifI,' quod  she,*  haye  under^ 
stonden  and  knowen  oatrely  the  causes 
lo  and  the  habit  of  thy  maladye,  thou 
languissest  and  art  defeted  for  desyr  and 
talent  of  thy  rather  fortune.    She,  that 


like  Fortune  only,  that  is  chaunged,  as 
thou  feynest,  to  thee-ward,  hath  perverted 
the  oleemesse  and  the  estat  of  thy  oorage.  15 
I  understonde  the  fele-folde  ooloxurs  and 
deoeites   of   thilke    mervoilous  monstre 
Fortune,  and  how  she  useth  ftd  flateringe 
familaritee  with  hem  that  she  enforceth 
to  bigyle ;  so  longe,  til  that  she  oonfounde'  20 
with  unsufferable  sorwe  hem  that  she 
hath  left  in  despeyr  unpuryeyed.    And  yif     • 
thou   remembrest    wel    the  kinde,  the 
maneres,  and  the  desert  of  thilke  Fortune, 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that,  as  in  hir,  35 
thou  neyer  ne  haddest  ne  hast  y-lost  any 
fair  thing.     But,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  nat     * 
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gretly  travailen  to  do  thee  remembi^n  on 
th.ise  thinges.     For  thou  were  wont  to 

31)  hnrtelen  and  despjosen  hir,  with  nianly 
wordes,  whan  she  was  blaundissinge  and 
present,  and  pnrsewedest  hir  with  sen> 
tences  that  were  drawen  ont  of  myn 
entree,  that  is  to  aeyn,  out  of  myn  informal 

55  down.  Bnt  no  sodein  mutacionn  ne 
bitydeth  nat  with-onte  a  manere  channg- 
inge  of  corages  ;  and  so  is  it  befallen  that 
thon  art  a  litel  departed  fro  the  pees  of 
thy  thought. 

40  But  now  is  tyme  that  thon  drinke  and 
ataste  some  softe  and  delitable  thinges ; 
so  that,  whan  they  ben  entred  with-in 
thee,  it  mowe  maken  wey  to  sti-engere 
drinkes  of  medicynes.     Ck>ni  now  forth 

45  therfore  the  snasioun  of  swetenesse  re- 
thorien,  whiche  that  goth  only  the  right 
wey,  whyl  she  forsaketh  nat  myne 
estatuts.  And  with  Bhetorice  com  forth 
Musice,    a   damisel   of  our  hous,  that 

50  singeth  nowlighter  moedes  orproladouna, 
now  heTyer.  What  eyleth  thee,  man? 
What  is  it  that  hath  cast  thee  in-to 
mominge  and  in-to  wepinge?  T  trowe 
that  thou  hast  s^yn  som  newe  thing  and 

t^S  uncouth.  Thou  wenest  that  Fortune  be 
ohaunged  ayein  thee;  but  thou  wenest 
wrong,  yif  thou  that  wene.  Alwey  tho 
ben  hir  maneres ;  she  hath  rather  kept, 
as  to  thee-ward,  hir  propre  stablenesse  in 

6n  the  chaunginge  of  hir-self.  Right  swich 
was  she  whan  she  flatered  thee,  and 
deoeiyed  thee  with  unleveful  lykinges  of 
fids  welefulnesse.  Thou  hast  now  knowen 
and  ataynt  the  doutous  or  double  visage 

65  of  thilke  blinde  goddesse  Fortune.  She, 
that  yit  covereth  hir  and  wimpleth  hir 
to  other  folk,  hath  shewed  hir  erery- 
del  to  thee.  Yif  thou  aprovest  hir  and 
thenkest  that  she  is  good,  use  hir  maneres 

70  and  pleyne  thee  nat.  And  yif  thou 
agrysest  hir  false  trecherye,  despyse  and 
cast  awey  hir  that  pleyeth  so  harmftdly  ; 
for  she,  that  is  now  cause  of  so  muche 
Borwe  to  thee,  sholde  ben  cause  to  thee  of 

75  pees  and  of  joye.  She  hath  forsaken  thee, 
forsothe;  the  whiche  that  never  man 
may  ben  siker  that  she  ne  shal  forsake 
him. Glose.  But  naUides^  tome  bakes. 


han  the  text  thus:   For  sothe,  she  hath 
forsaken  thee,  ne  ther  nis  no  man  siker  fvo 

that  she  ne  hath  nat  forsaken. 

Holdestow  than  thilke  welefVilnesse 
precious  to  thee  that  shal  passen  ?  And 
is  present  Fortune  dereworthe  to  thee, 
which  that  nis  nat  feithful  for  to  dwelle ;  ^i; 
and,  whan  she  goth  awey,  that  she 
bringeth  a  wight  in  sorwe?  For  sin  she 
may  nat  ben  with-holden  at  a  mannes 
wiUe,  she  maketh  him  a  wreoehe  whan 
she  departeth  fro  him.  What  other  thing  po 
is  flittinge  Fortune  but  a  maner  shewinge 
of  wreochednesse  that  is  to  comen  ?  No 
i  t  ne  suffyseth  nat  only  to  loken  on  thinge 
that  is  present  bifom  the  eyen  of  a  man. 
But  wisdom  loketh  and  amesureth  the  95 
ende  of  thinges ;  and  the  same  chaung- 
inge from  oon  in-to  an-other,  that  is  to 
seyn,  from  adversitee  in4o  prosperitee, 
maketh  that  the  manaoes  of  Fortune  ne 
ben  nat  for  to  dreden,  ne  the  flateringes  i()o 
of  hir  to  ben  desired.  Thus,  at  the  laste, 
it  bihoveth  thee  to  suilren  with  evene 
wille  in  pacience  al  that  is  don  in-with  the 
floor  of  Fortune,  tliat  is  to  seyn^  in  this 
world,  sin  thou  hast  ones  put  thy  nekke  105 
under  the  yok  of  hir.  For  yif  thou  wolt 
wryten  a  lawe  of  wendinge  and  of  dwell- 
inge  to  Fortune,  whiche  that  thou  hast 
chosen  frely  to  ben  thy  lady,  artow  nat 
wrongful  in  that,  and  makest  Fortune  no 
wroth  and  aspere  by  thyn  inpatience, 
and  yit  thou  mayst  nat  chaunge  hir? 
Yif  thou  committest  and  bitakest  thy 
saUes  to  the  winde,  thou  shalt  be  shoven, 
not  thider  that  thou  woldest,  but  whider  1 1 5 
that  the  wind  shoveth  thee.  Yif  thou 
castest  thy  sedes  in-to  the  feldes,  thou 
sholdest  han  in  minde  that  the  yeres  ben, 
amonges,  other-whyle  plentevous  and 
other-whyle  bareyne.  Thou  hast  bitaken  120 
thy-self  to  the  govemaunoe  of  Fortune, 
and  for-thy  it  bihoveth  thee  to  ben 
obeisaunt  to  the  maneres  of  thy  lady. 
Enforcest  thou  thee  to  aresten  or  with- 
holden  tho  swifbnesse  and  the  sweigh  of  125 
hir  tuminge  whele  ?  O  thou  fool  of  alle 
mortal  fooles,  if  Fortune  bigan  to  dwelle 
stable,  she  cesede  thanne  to  ben  For^ 
tune ! 
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Metre  L    Bee  cum  auperha  uerterit  uicea 

dextra. 

Wlian  Fortune  with  a  prond  right 
hand  hath  tomed  hir  ohannginge 
Btonndes,  she  fareth  lyk  the  maneres  of 
the  boilinge  Euryi>e. Glosa.    Eurype 

5  is  an  arm  of  the  me  ihai  ebbeth  and 
Jlowelh;   and  nm-tymib  the  ttreem  i8  on 

0  gydSy  and  iom-tyme  on  the   other, 

Text.  She,  crael  Fortnne,  casteth  adonn 
kinges  that  whylom  weren  y-drad ;  and 

lo  she,  dec^vable,  enhannseth  np  the  hnm- 
ble  chere  of  him  that  is  discomfited. 
Ne  she  neither  hereth  no  rekketh  of 
wreochede  wepinges ;  and  she  is  so  hard 
that  she  langheth  and  scometh  the  wep- 

15  inges  of  hem,  the  vrhiche  she  hath  maked 
wepe  with  hir  free  wiUe.  Thns  she 
pleyeth,  and  thus  she  proeveth  hir 
strengthes ;  and  sheweth  a  greet  -wonder 
to  alle  hir  servauntes,  yif  that  a  wight 

acj  is  seyn  weleful,  and  overthrowe  in  an 
houre. 


Prose  II.     Vellem  atiiem  pauca  tecum, 

Certes,  I  wolde  pleten  with  thee  a  fewe 
thinges,  usinge  the  wordes  of  Fortune ; 
tak  hede  now  thy-self,  yif  that  she  axeth 
right.     "  O  thou  man,  wher-fore  makest 

5  thou  megilty  by  thyne  every-dayes  pleyn- 
inges?  What  wrong  have  I  don  thee? 
What  goodes  have  I  birefb  thee  that 
weren  thyne?  Stryf  or  plete  with  me, 
bifore  what  juge  that  thou  wolt,  of  the 

ID  possessioun  of  richesses  or  of  dignltees. 
And  yif  thou  mayst  shewen  me  that  ever 
any  mortal  man  hath  received  any  of  tho 
thinges  to  ben  hise  in  propre,  than  wol 
I  graunte  frely  that  alle  thilke  thinges 

15  weren  thyne  whiche  that  thou  axest. 
Whan  that  nature  broughte  thee  forth 
out  of  thy  moder  wombe,  I  reoeyved  thee 
naked  and  nedy  of  alle  thinges,  and 
I    norisshede    thee  with  my  richesses, 

ao  and  was  redy  and  ententif  through  my 
favour  to  susteyne  thee ;  and  that  maketh 
thee  now  inpaoient  ayeins  me ;  and 
I  envirounde  thee  with  alle  the  aboun- 


dance  and  shyninge  of  alle  goodes  that 
ben  in  my  right.  Now  it  lyketh  me  to  25 
with-drawen  my  hand;  thou  hast  had 
grace  as  he  that  hath  used  of  foreine 
goodes;  thou  hast  no  right  to  pleyne 
thee,  as  though  thou  haddest  outrely  for- 
lorn alle  thy  thinges.  Why  pleynest  thou  30 
thanne?  I  have  done  thee  no  wrong. 
Richesses,  honours,  and  swiche  other 
thinges  ben  of  my  right.  My  servauntes 
knowen  me  for  hir  lady ;  they  oomen 
with  me,  and  departen  whan  I  wende.  35 
I  dar  wel  affermen  hardily,  that  yif  tho 
thinges,  of  which  thou  pleynest  that  thou 
hast  forlorn,  hadde  ben  thyne,  thou  ne 
haddest  not  lorn  hem.  Shal  I  thanne 
only  ben  defended  to  usen  my  right  ?  40 
Certes,  it  is  levefal  to  the  hevene  to  make 
clere  dayes,  and,  after  that,  to  coveren 
tho  same  dayes  with  derke  nightes.  Tho 
yeer  hath  eek  leve  to  apparailen  the 
visage  of  the  erthe,  now  with  floures  and  45 
jiow  with  fruit,  and  to  oonfounden  hem 
som-tyme  with  reynes  and  with  coldes. 
The  see  hath  eek  his  right  to  ben  som- 
tyme  calme  and  blaundishing  with 
smothe  water,  and  som-tyme  to  ben  hor-  50 
rible  with  wawes  and  with  tempestes. 
But  the  covetise  of  men,  that  may  nat 
ben  stanched,  shal  it  binde  me  to  ben 
stedefast,  sin  that  stede&stnesse  is  un- 
couth to  my  maneres  ?  Swioh  is  my  55 
strengthe,  and  this  pley  I  pl^e  oon- 
tinuely.  I  tome  the  whirlinge  wheel 
with  the  toming  cerde ;  I  am  glad  to 
ohaungen  tlie  lowest  to  the  heyest,  and 
the  heyest  to  the  lowest.  Worth  up,  if  60 
thou  wolt,  so  it  be  by  this  lawe,  that  thou 
ne  holde  nat  that  I  do  thee  wronge  thogh 
thou  desoende  adoun,  whan  the  resoun  of 
my  pley  axeth  it.  Wistest  thou  nat 
how  Cresus,  the  king  of  Lydiens,  of  65 
whiche  king  Cyrus  was  ftil  sore  agast 
a  litel  bifom,  that  this  rewliche  Cresus 
was  caught  of  Qyrus  and  lad  to  the  fyr  to 
ben  brent,  but  that  a  rayn  descendede 
doun  fh>  hevene  that  resoowede  him  ?  70 
And  is  it  out  of  thy  minde  how  that 
PauluB,  consul  of  Bome,  whan  he  hadde 
taken  the  king  of  Perciens,  weep  pifcously 
for  the  captivitee   of  the   self  kinge? 
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75  What  other  thing  hiwailen  the  oryinges 
of  tragedies  bat  only  the  dedes  of  Fortune, 
that  with  an  nnvar  stroke  overtometh 

reahnesof  grete  nobley? Glose.  TVa- 

gedie  is  to  seyn,  a  ditee  of  a  prosperitee  for 

80  a  tytMy  thai  endeth  in  wrecchedneaae. 

Lemedest  nat  thoa  in  Oreke,  whan  thou 
were  yonge,  that  in  the  entree,  or  in  the 
celere,  of  Japiter,  ther  ben  coached  two 
tonnes ;  that  on  is  fol  of  good,  that  other 

85  is  fill  of  harm  ?  What  right  hast  thoa  to 
pleyne,  yif  thoa  hast  taken  more  plente- 
voasly  of  the  gode  syde,  that  is  to  se^n,  of 
my  richesses  and  proaperites;  and  what 
e^  if  I  ne  be  nat  al  departed  fro  thee  ? 

90  What  eek  yif  my  matabilitee  yiveth  thee 
rightful  caase  of  hope  to  han  yit  beter 
things  ?  Natheles  dismaye  thee  nat  in 
thythooght;  and  thoa  that  art  put  in 
the  comane  realme  of  alle,  ne  desyre  nat 

95  to  liven  by  thyn  only  propre  right. 


liEnrRB  H. 


Si  quantas  rapidis  flatibus 
incUus. 


Though  Plentee,  that  is  goddesss  of 
richesses^  hielde  adoan  with  fal  horn,  and 
withdraweth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richesses  as  the  see  tometh  apward 
5  sandes  whan  it  is  moeved  with  ravissh« 
inge  blastes,  or  elles  as  many  richesses 
as  ther  shynen  brighte  sterres  on  hevene 
on  the  sterry  nightes;  yit,  for  al  that, 
mankinde  nolde  not  cese  to  wepe  wrecch- 

10  ede  pleyntes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  god 
receyveth  gladly  hir  preyers,  and  yiveth 
them  (as  fool-large)  moche  gold,  and 
aparaileth  coveitons  men  with  noble  or 
olere  honoars  :   yit  semeth  hem  haven 

15  y-geten  no-thing,  bat  alwey  hir  crael 
ravyne,  devoaringe  al  that  they  han 
geten,  sheweth  other  gapinges ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  gapen  and  desyren  yit  after  mo  rich- 
esses. What  brydlee  mighten  withholden, 

30  to  any  oertein  ende,  the  desordenee  cove- 
tise  of  men,  whan,  ever  the  rather  that  it 
fleteth  in  large  yifbes,  the  more  ay  bren> 
neth  in  hem  the  tharst  of  havinge  ? 
Certes  he  that,  qaakinge  and  dredAil, 

35  weneth  him-selven  nedy,  he  ne  liveth 
never-more  riche." 


Pboss  III.     Hiis  iffitur  si  pro  se  tecum 
Fortuna  loqueretur. 

Therfor,  yif  that  Fortane  spake  with 
thee  for  hir-self  in  this  manere,  for-sotho 
thoa  ne  haddest  nat  what  thoa  mightest 
answere.  And,  if  thoa  hast  any-thing 
wherwith  thoa  mayest  rightfolly  do-  5 
fenden  thy  compleint,  it  behoveth  thee 
to  ghewen  it ;  and  I  wol  yeven  thee  space 
to  tellen  it.'  Boece,  *  Certoynly,' qaod 
I  thanne,  Hhise  beth  faire  thinges, 
and  enointed  with  bony  swetenesse  of  10 
rethorike  and  masike ;  and  only  whyl 
they  ben  herd  they  ben  delicious.  Bat  to 
wreoches  is  a  depper  felinge  of  harm; 
this  is  to  seyn,  tJtat  wrecches  felen  the 
harmes  that  they  suffren  more  grevously  15 
than  the  remedies  or  the  delites  of  thise 
wordes  mowen  gladen  or  comforten  hem ;  so 
that,  whan  thise  thinges  stinten  for  to 
soane  in  eres,  the  sorwe  that  is  inset 
greveth  the  thoaght.'  20 

rhU.  '  Bight  so  is  it,'  qaod  she.  *  For 
thise  ne  ben  yit  none  remedies  of  thy 
maladye  ;  but  they  ben  a  manor  norissh- 
inges  of  thy  sorwe,  yit  rebel  ayein  thy 
caracioan.  For  whan  that  tyme  is,  I  '5 
shal  moeve  swiche  thinges  that  peroen 
hem-self  depe.  Bat  natheles,  that  thoa 
shalt  notwilne  toleten  thy-self  a  wrecche, 
hast  thoa  foryeten  the  noamber  and  the 
manere  of  thy  welefalnesse  ?  I  holde  me  30 
stille,  how  that  tiie  soverayne  men  of  the 
citee  token  thee  in  care  and  kepinge, 
whan  thoa  were  orphelin  of  fader  and 
moder,  and  were  chosen  in  affinitee  of 
princes  of  the  citee ;  and  thoa  biganne  35 
rather  to  be  leef  and  dere  than  forto  ben 
a  neighboar;  the  whiche  thing  is  the 
most  precioas  kinde  of  any  propinqaitee 
or  alyaance  that  may  ben.  Who  is  it 
that  ne  seide  tho  that  thoa  were  right  4<> 
welefVil,  with  so  grete  a  nobleye  o{  thy 
fadres-in-lawe,  and  with  the  chastitee  of 
thy  wyf,  and  with  the  oportimitee  and 
noblesse  of  thy  mascalin  children,  that  is 
to  seyn,  thy  sonesf  And  over  al  this — me  45 
list  to  passen  the  oomone  thinges — how 
thoa  haddest  in  thy  yoathe  dignitees  that 
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weren  wemed  to  olde  men.     Bat  it  de- 
lyteth  me  to  comexi  now  to  the  singnler 

50  nphepinge  of  thy  weleftdnesse.  Tif  any 
fraifc  of  mortal  thinges  may  han  any 
weighte  or  prys  of  weleinlnesse,  mightest 
thou  ever  foxyeten,  for  any  charge  of 
harm  that  mighte  bifalle,  the  remem- 

55  ^raonce  of  thilke  day  that  thon  saye  thy 

.  two  Bones  maked  conseileres,  and  yJad 

to-gedere  fro  thyn  house  nnder  so  greet 

nssemhlee  of  senatoores  and  nnder  the 

hlythenesse  of  poeple ;   and  whan  thon 

60  saye  hem  set  in  the  conrtin  herechayeres 
of  dignitees?  Thou,  rethorien  or  pro- 
nouncere  of  kingespreysinges,  deservedest 
glorie  of  wit  and  of  eloquence,  whan 
thou,  sitting^  hitwene  thy  two  sones,  con- 

65  seileres,  in  the  place  that  highte  Circo, 
ffulfuldest  the  ahydinge  of  the  mul- 
titude of  poeple  that  was  sprad  abouten 
thee,  with  so  large  preysinge  and  laude, 
as  men  singen  in  victories.     Tho  yave 

70  thou  wordos  to  Fortune,  as  I  trowe, 
that  is  to  aeytiy  tho  f^edest  thou  Fortune 
toUh  glosinge  tcofdes  and  deceivedett  Atr, 
whan  she  acoyede  thee  and  norisshede 
thee  as  hir  owno  delyces.      Thou  here 

75  away  of  Fortune  a  yiffce,  that  is  to  seffn, 
srmche  guerdoun^  that  she  never  yaf  to 
privee  man.  Wilt  thou  therfor  leye 
a  rekeninge  with  Fortune?  She  hath 
now  twinkled  first  upon  thee  with  a  wik- 

80  kede  eye.  Yif  thou  considere  tho  noum- 
bre  and  the  manere  of  thy  blisses  wad  of 
thy  sorwes,  thou  mayst  nat  forsaken  that 
thou  art  yit  blisfuL  For  if  thou  therfor 
wenest  thy-self  nat  weleful,  for  thinges 

85  that  tho  semeden  joyful  ben  passed,  ther 
nis  nat  why  thou  sholdest  wene  thy-self 
a  wrecohe ;  for  thinges  that  semen  now 
sorye  passen  also.  Art  thou  now  oomen 
first,  a  sodein  gest,  in-to  the  shadwe  or 

yo  tabernacle  of  this  lyf ;  or  trowest  thou 
that  any  stedefastnesse  be  in  mannes 
thinges,  whan  ofbe  a  swift  houre  dis- 
solveth  the  same  man ;  that  is  to  seyn^ 
Mchan  the  souls  departeih  fro  the  body? 

95  For,  al-though  that  selde  is  ther  any  feith 
that  fortunous  thinges  wolen  dwellen,  yit 
natheles  the  last«  day  of  a  mannes  lyf  is 
a  manere  deeth  to  Fortune^  and  also  to 


thilke  that  hath  dwelt.    And    therfor, 
what,  wenestow,  thar  [thee]  recche,  yif  100 
thon  forlete  hir  in  deyinge,  or  elles  that 
she,    Fortune^    forlete   thee   in   fleeinge 
awey? 

Mbtkb  III.     Cum  polo  Phdms 
roseis  quadrigis. 

Whan  Phebus,  the  Sonne,  biginneth  to 
spreden  his  deemesse  with  roseno  chari- 
ettes,  thanne  the  sterre,  y-dimmed,  paleth 
hir  whyte  chores,  by  the  fiambes  of  tho 
Sonne  that  overcometh  the  st«rre-light.  5 
This  is  to  seyn,  trAan  the  sonne  is  risen^ 
the  dey-sterre  wexeth  pale,  and  leseth  hir 
light  for  the  grete  hrightnesse  of  the  sonne. 
Whan  the  wode  wexeth  rody  of  rosene 
fioures,  in  the  first  somer  sesoun,  thorugh  lu 
the  brethe  of  the  winde  Zephirus  that 
wexeth  warm,  yif  the  cloudy  wind  Aust<»r 
blowe  felliche,  than  goth  awey  the  faire- 
nesse  of  thomes.  Ofte  the  see  is  doer 

and  calm  withoute  moevinge  fiodes ;  and  15 
ofte  the  horrible  wind  Aquilon  mocveth 
boilinge  tempestes  and  over-whelveth  tho 
see.  Yif  the  forme  of  this  worlde  is  so 
selde  stable,  and  yif  it  tumeth  by  so 
many  entrechaunginges,  wolt  thou  thann 0  20 
trusten  in  the  tomblinge  fortunes  of 
men?  Wolt  thou  trowen  on  fiittingo 
goodes?  It  is  certein  and  establisshed 
by  lawe  perdurable,  that  no-thing  that  is 
engendred  nis  stedefast  ne  stable.'  35 

Pkosk  IV.     Tunc  ego,  vera, 
inquam,  commemoras. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus  :  *  O  norice  of  alio 
vertues,  thou  seist  ful  sooth  ;  ne  I  ne  may 
nat  forsake  the  right  swifte  oours  of  my 
prosperitee ;  that  is  to  seyn,  thatprosperitee 
ne  he  eomen  to  me  tDond^r  swiftly  and  sone,  5 
But  this  is  a  thing  that  greetly  smerteth 
me  whan  it  remembreth  me.  For  in  alio 
adversitee  of  fortune,  the  most  unsely 
kinde  of  contrarious  fortune  is  to  han 
ben  welefuL*  10 

Phil.  '  But  that  thou,'  quod  she,  *■  abyest 
thus  the  torment  of  thy  false  opinioun, 
that  mayst  thou  nat  rightfully  blamen 
ne  aretten  to  thinges  :  as  who  seith,  for 
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1 5  tAott  Aa«<  yit  mnny  habundauncea  of  ihingea. 

Text  For  al  be  it  ao  that  the  ydel 

name  of  aventnroiis  welefxilnesse  xnoeveth 
thee  now,  it  is  leveful  that  thon  rekne 
with  me  of  how  manye  grete  thinges 

20  thou  hast  yit  plentee.  And  therfor,  3df 
that  thilke  thing  that  thon  haddest  for 
most  precious  in  al  thy  richesse  of  for- 
tune be  kept  to  thee  yit,  by  the  grace  of 
god,  unwemmed  and  undefouled,  mayst 

'5  thou  thanne  pleyne  rightfully  upon  the 
meschef  of  Fortune,  sin  thou  hast  yit  thy 
beste  thinges  ?  Certes,  3dt  liveth  in  good 
point  thilke  precious  honour  of  man- 
kinde,  Symaous,  thy  wyves  fader,  which 

30  that  is  a  man  maked  alle  of  sapience  and 
of  vertu ;  the  whiche  man  thou  woldest 
byen  redely  with  the  prys  of  thyn  owne 
lyf.  He  biwayleth  the  wronges  that  men 
don  to  thee,  and  nat  for  him-self ;  for  he 

35  liveth  in  sikemesse  of  any  sentences  put 
ayeins  him.  And  yit  liveth  thy  wyf, 
that  is  atempre  of  wit,  and  passinge  other 
wimmen  in  dennesse  of  chastetee ;  and 
for  I  wol  closen  shortely  hir  bountees,  she 

40  is  lyk  to  hir  fader.  I  telle  thee  wel,  that 
she  liveth  looth  of  this  lyf,  and  kepeth  to 
thee  only  hir  goost ;  and  is  al  maat  and 
overoomen  by  wepinge  and  sorwe  for 
deqyr  of  thee,  in  the  whiche  thing  only 

45  I  moot  graunten  that  thy  welefulnesse  is 
amenused.  What  shal  I  s&yn  eek  of  thy 
two  sones,  conseilours,  of  whiche,  as  of 
children  of  hir  age,  ther  shyneth  the 
lyknesse  of  the  wit  of  hir  fader  or  of  hir 

50  elder  fader  ?  And  sin  the  sovereyn  cure 
of  alle  mortel  folk  is  to  saven  hir  owen 
lyvee,  O  how  weleful  art  thou,  yif  thou 
knowe  thy  goodes !  For  yit  ben  ther 
thinges  dwelled  to  thee-ward,  that  no 

55  man  douteth  that  they  ne  ben  more 
dereworthe  to  thee  than  thyn  owen  \yi. 
And  for-tby  drye  thy  teres,  for  yit  nis 
nat  everich  fortune  al  hateful  to  thee- 
ward,  ne  over  greet  temi)est  hath  nat  yit 

60  fallen  upon  thee,  whan  that  thyn  ancres 
eleven  faste,  that  neither  wolen  suffren 
the  oounfort  of  this  tyme  present  ne  the 
hope  of  tyme  cominge  to  passen  ne  to 
faylen.'        Boece.  •  And  I  preye,'  quod  I, 

65  '  that   faste    moten    they   halden ;    for 


whyles  that  they  halden,  how-eo-ever  that 
thinges  ben,  I  shal  wel  fleten  forth  and 
escapen ;  but  thou  mayst  wel  seen  how 
grete  aparayles  and  aray  that  me  lak- 
keth,  that  ben  passed  away  fro  me.'  70 

Phil.  '  I  have  som-what  avaunsed  and 
forthered  thee,'  quod  she,  *■  yif  that  thou 
anoye  nat  or   forthinke  nat  of  al  thy 
fortune :  as  who  aeith^  I  have  9om-what 
contorted  ihee^  ao  that  thou  tem^peH  thee  75 
nat  thus  udth  al  thy  fortune,  sin  thou  hast 
yit  thy  beste  thinges.  But  I  may  nat  suffren 
thy  delices,  that  pleynest  so  wepinge  and^ 
anguissous,  for  that  ther  lakkcth  som- 
what  to  thy  welefulnesse.    For  what  man  80 
is  so  sad  or  of  so  parilt  welefulnesse,  that 
he  ne  stryveth  and  pleyneth  on  som  halve 
ayen  the  qualitee  of  his  estat  ?    For-why 
ful  anguissous  thing  is  the  condicioun  of 
mannes  goodes ;  for  either  it  cometh  nat  85 
al-togider  to  a  wight,  or  elles  it  last  nat 
perpetueL      For   sum    man  hath   grete 
richesses,  but  he  is  ashamed  of  his  un- 
gentel  linage ;   and  som  is  renowned  of 
noblesse  of  kinrede,  but  he  is  enclosed  in  ()o 
so  grete  anguisshe  of  nede  of  thinges,  that 
him  were  lever  that  he  were  unknowe. 
And  som  man  haboundeth  both  in  rich- 
esse and  noblesse,  but  yit  he  bewaileth 
his  chaste  lyf,  for  he  ne  hath  no  wyf.  95 
And  som  man  is  wel  and  selily  y-maried, 
but  he  hath  no  children,  and  norissheth 
his  richesses   to    the  eyres   of  strange 
folkes.     And  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  but  he  wepeth  ful  sory  for  the  100 
tieepas  of  his  sone  or  of  his  doughter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  acordeth  no  wight 
lightly  to  the  condicioun  of  his  fortune ; 
for  alwey  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  unassayed,  he  ne  wot  nat ;  or  105 
elles  he  dredeth  that  he  hath  assayed. 
And  adde  this  also,  that  every  weleful 
man  hath  a  ful  delicat  felinge ;  so  that, 
but-yif  alle  thinges  bifalle  at  his  owne 
wil,  for  he  is  impacient,  or  is  nat  used  to  1 10 
han  non  adversitee,  anon  he  is  throwen 
adoun  for  every  litel  thing.    And  fal  litel 
thinges   ben  tho   that  withdrawen  the 
somme  or  the  perfeccioun  of  blisfolnesse 
fro  hem  that  ben  most  fortunat.     How  115 
many  men,  trowest  thou,  wolden  deme^ 
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hem-self  to  ben  almost  in  hevene,  yif 
they  mighten  atayne  to  the  leest  party  of 
the  remnannt  of  thy  fortune  ?  This  same 

I30  place  that  thou  depest  exil,  is  contree  to 
hem  that  enhabiten  heer,  and  forthy 
nothing^  [is]  wrecched  bat  whan  thou 
wenest  it :  as  tcho  aeith,  thou  thy-aelf^  ne 
no  uriglU  elleSy  nis  a  tcrecche^  but  u^han  he 

1 35  weneth  him-aelf  a  vorecche  by  reputacioun  of 
his  corage.  And  ayeinward,  alle  fortune 
is  blisful  to  a  man  by  the  agreabletee  or 
by  the  egalitee  of  him  that  suffreth  it>. 
What  man  is  that,  that  is  so  weleftil, 

150  that  nolde  changen  his  estat  whan  he 
hath  lost  i>aoience?  The  swetnesse  of 
mannes  welefulnesse  is  sprayned  with 
many  bitemesses ;  the  whiche  weleful- 
nesse, al-though  it  seme  swete  and  joyful 

155  to  hem  that  useth  it,  yit  may  it  nat  ben 
with-holden  that  it  ne  goth  away  whan  it 
wole.  Thanne  is  it  wel  sene,  how  wrecched 
is  the  blisfulnesse  of  mortal  thinges,  that 
neither  it   dureth  perpetuel  with    hem 

140  that  every  fortune  receiven  agreablely  or 
egaly,  ne  it  delyteth  nat  in  al  to  hem 
that  ben  anguissous.  O  ye  mortal  folk, 
what  seke  ye  thanne  blisfalnesse  out  of 
your-self,  whiche  that  is  put  in  your-self  ? 

145  Errour  and  folye  confoundeth  yow. 

I  shal  shewe  thee  shortely  the  poynt 
of  sovereyne  blisfulnesse.  Is  ther  any- 
thing more  precious  to  thee  than  thy- 
self? Thou  wolt  answere, "  nay."  Thanne, 

150  yif  it  so  be  that  thou  art  mighty  over 
thy-self,  that  is  to  seyn^  by  iranquUlitee  of 
thy  soioU^  than  hast  thou  thing  in  thy 
power  that  thou  noldest  never  lesen,  ne 
Fortune  ne    may  nat  beneme  it  thee. 

155  And  that  thou  mayst  knowe  that  blisfVU- 
nesse  ne  may  nat  standen  in  thinges  that 
ben  fortunous  and  temi)orel,  now  under- 
stonde  and  gader  it  to-gidere  thus :  Tif 
blisfulnesse  be  the  sovereyn  good  of  nature 

160  that  liveth  by  resoun,  ne  thilke  thing  nis 
nat  sovereyn  good  that  may  be  taken 
awey  in  any  wyse,  (for  more  worthy 
thing  and  more  digne  is  thilke  thing  that 
may  nat  ben  taken  awey) ;  than  sheweth 

165  it  wel,  that  the  unstablenesse  of  fortune 
may  nat  atayne  to  receiven  verray  blis- 
Ailnes^e.    And  yit  more-over :  what  man 


that  this  toumbling  weleftilnesse  ledoth, 
either  he  woot  that  it  is  ohaungeable,  or 
elles  he  woot  it  nat.     And  yif  he  woot  170 
it  nat,  what  blisfVil  fortune  may  ther  be 
in  the  blindnesse  of  ignorance  ?    And  yif 
he  woot  that  it  is  chaungeable,  he  moot 
alwey  ben  adrad  that  he  ne  lose  that 
thing  that  he  ne  doubteth  nat  but  that  175 
he  may  lesen  it ;  as  who  setM,  he  mot  ben 
alwey  agast^  lest  he  less  that  he  wot  wel  lie 
may  less  it    For  which,  Uie  continuel 
dreed  that  he  hath  ne  suffreth  him  nat 
to  ben  welefuL     Or  yif  he  lese  it,  he  180 
weneth    to    be    dispysed    and    forleten. 
Oertes  eek,  that  is  a  ful  litel  good  that 
is  bom  with  evene  herte  whan  it  is  lost ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  men  do  no  more  fors  of 
the  lost  than  of  t?ie  havinge.    And  for  as  1R5 
moche  as  thou  thy-self  art  he,  to  whom  it 
hath    ben    shewed   and    proved    by  tal 
manye   demonstraciouns,  as  I  wot  wel, 
that  the  sowles  of  men  ne  mowe  nat 
deyen  in  no  wyse ;  and  eek  sin  it  is  cleer  190 
and  oertein,  that  fortunous  welefulnesse 
endeth  by  the  deeth  of  the  body ;  it  may 
nat  ben  douted  that,  yif  that  deeth  may 
take  awey  blisfulnesse,  that  alle  the  kinde 
of  mortal  thinges  ne  descendeth  in-to  195 
wreochednesse  by  the  ende  of  the  deeth. 
And  sin  we  knowen  wel,  that  many  a 
man  hath  sought  the  fruit  of  blisfulnesse 
nat  only  with  snffiringe  of  deeth,  but  eek 
with  suffringe  of  peynes  and  tormentes ;  aoo 
how  mighte  than  this  present  lyf  maken 
men  blisful,  sin  that,  whan  thilke  selvo 
lyf  is    ended,    it    ne   maketh    folk   no 
wrecches? 

Mktrb  iv.     QuisQuis  uolet  perennem. 

What  maner  mui,  stable  and  war,  that 
wole  founden  him  a  i)erdurable  sete,  and 
ne  wole  nat  ben  cast  down  with  the  loude 
blastes  of  the  wind  Eurus;  and  wole 
despyse  the  see,  manasinge  with  flodes ;  5 
lat  him  eschewen  to  bilde  on  the  cop 
of  the  mountaigne  or  in  the  moiste  sandes. 
For  the  felle  wind  Auster  tormenteth  the 
cop  of  the  mountaigne  with  all  his 
strengthes ;  and  the  lause  sandes  reAisen  10 
to  beren  the  hevy  wighte.       And  forthy, 
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if  thon  wolt  fleen  the  perilous  aventnref 
that  is  to  sejfn^  cfthe  toorlde ;  have  minde 
cexteinly  to  ficchen  thyn  hous  of  a  merye 

15  site  in  a  lo'we  stoon.  For  al-thoTigh  the 
wind,  troubling  the  see,  thondre  with 
over-throwinges,  thou  that  art  put  in 
qniete,  and  weleful  by  strengthe  of  thy 
X>ali8,  shalt  leden  a  oleer  age,  scominge 

ao  the  woodnesseB  and  the  ires  of  the  eyr. 

Prosx  Y.   Set  cum  roHonum  iam  in  te. 

Bat  for  as  moche  as  the  norisshinges 
of  my  resonns  descenden  now  in-to  thee, 
I  trowe  it  were  tyme  to  nsen  a  litel 
stranger  medicynes.  Now  nnderstond 
5  heer,  al  were  it  so  that  the  yiftes  of 
Fortune  ne  were  nat  bratel  ne  transitorie, 
what  is  ther  in  hem  that  may  be  thyn 
in  any  tyme,  or  elles  that  it  nis  foul,  yif 
that  it  be  considered  and  loked  perfltly  ? 

It)  Bichesses,  ben  they  precious  by  the  nature 
of  hem-self,  or  elles  by  the  nature  of 
thee  ?  What  is  most  worth  of  richesses  ? 
Is  it  nat  gold  or  might  of  moneye 
assembled?     Certes,    thilke    gold    and 

15  thilke  moneye  shyneth  and  yeveth  betere 
renoun  to  hem  that  desi>enden  it  thanne 
to  thilke  folk  that  mokeren  it ;  for  avar- 
ice maketh  alwey  mokereres  to  ben  hated, 
and  largesse  maketh  folk  deer  of  renoun. 

ao  For  sin  that  swich  thing  as  is  transferred 
fram  o  man  to  another  ne  may  nat 
dwellen  with  no  man ;  certes,  thanne  is 
thilke  moneye  precious  whan  it  is  trans- 
lated into  other  folk  and  stenteth  to  ben 

as  had,  by  usage  of  large  yevinge  et/  ^im 
that  hath  yeven  it,  And  also :  yif  that  al 
the  moneye  that  is  over-al  in  the  worlde 
were  gadered  toward  o  man,  it  sholde 
maken  alle  other  men  to  ben  nedy  as  of 

30  that.  And  certes  a  voys  al  hool,  that 
i$  to  aeyn^  with-oute  amenuHnffe,  fiilfllleth 
to-gidere  the  hering  of  moche  folk ;  but 
certes,  youre  richesses  ne  mowen  nat 
passen  in-to  moche  folke  with-oute  amen- 

35  usinge.  And  whan  they  ben  apassed, 
nedes  they  maken  hem  pore  that  for-gon 
the  richesses.  O !  streite  and  nedy  clepe 
I  this  richesse,  sin  that  many  folk  ne 
may  xiat  han  it  al,  ne  al  may  it  nat 


oomen  to  o  man  with-outen  povertee  of  4^ 
alle  other  folk !    And  the  shyninge  of 
gemmes,    that   I   depe   preciotts    ttonea^ 
draweth  it  nat  the  eyen  of  folk  to  hom- 
ward,  that  is  to  seyn,  for  the  heautee  ?    But 
certes,  yif  ther  were  heautee  or  bountee  45 
in  the  shyninge  of  ston^  thilke  cleer- 
nesse  is  of  the  stones  hem-self,  and  nat 
of  men  ;  for  whiche  I  wondre  gretly  that 
men  mervailen  on  swiohe  thinges.     For- 
why,  what  thing  is  it,  that  yif  it  wanteth  50 
moeving  and  joynture  of  sowle  and  body, 
that  by  right  mighte  semen  a  fair  crea- 
ture to  him  that  hath  a  sowle  of  resoun  ? 
For  al  be  it  so  that  gemmes  drawen  to 
hem-self  a  litel  of  the  laste  heautee  of  the  55 
world,  through  the  entente  of  hir  oreatour 
and  through  the  distinccioun  of  hem-self; 
yit,  for  as  mochel  as  they  ben  put  under 
youre  excellence,  theyne  han  nat  deserved 
by  no  wey  that  ye  sholden  mervailen  on  60 
hem.  And  the  beautee  of  feldes,  delyteth 
it  nat  mochel  un-to  yow? ' 

Boecs,  ^  Why  sholde  it  nat  delyten  us, 
sin  that  it  is  a  right  fjEkir  porcioun  of  the 
right  faire  werke,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  this  65 
world  ?  And  right  so  ben  we  gladed  som- 
tyme  of  the  face  of  the  see  whan  it  is 
cleer ;  and  also  mervailen  we  on  the 
hevene  and  on  the  sterres,  and  on  the 
Sonne  and  on  the  mone.'  7^ 

Philosophye,  *  Aperteneth,*  quod  she, 
*any  of  thilke  thinges  to  thee?  Why 
darst  thou  glorifyen  thee  in  the  shyninge 
of  any  swiche  thinges?  Art  thou  dis- 
tingwed  and  embelised  by  the  springinge  75 
floures  of  the  first  somer  sesoun,  or 
swelleth  thy  plentee  in  the  fruites  of 
somer?  Why  art  thou  ravisshed  with 
ydel  joyes?  Why  embracest  thou  straunge 
goodes  as  they  weren  thyne  ?  Fortune  ne  80 
shal  never  maken  that  swiche  thinges 
ben  thjme,  that  nature  of  thinges  hath 
maked  foreine  fro  thee.  Sootli  is  that, 
with-outen  doute,  the  frutes  of  the  erthe 
owen  to  ben  to  the  norissinge  of  bestea  85 
And  yif  thou  wolt  ftilfille  thy  nede  after 
that  it  sufifyseth  to  nature,  than  is  it  no 
nede  that  thou  seke  after  the  superfluitee 
of  fortune.  For  with  fal  fewe  things 
and  with  ful  litel  thinges  nature  halt  hir  90 
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apayed ;  and  yif  thon  wolt  achoken  the 
fiilfjllinge  of  nature  with  8ui)erflnitee8, 
oertes,  thilke  thini^es  that  thou  wolt 
threaten  or  ponren  in-to  nature  shnllen 
C5  ben  nnjoyfol  to  thee,  or  elles  anoyotu. 
Wenest  thon  eek  that  it  be  a  fair  thing 
to  shyne  with  dyverse  dothinge?  Of 
whiche  dothinge  yif  the  beantee  be 
agreeable  to  loken  np-on,  I  wol  mervailen 

ICO  on  the  nature  of  the  matere  of  thilke 
clothes,  or  elles  on  the  werkman  that 
wronghte  hem.  But  also  a  long  route  of 
zneyneo,  maketh  that  a  blisftd  man  ?  The 
whiche  servants,  yif  they  ben  yicions  of 

105  condiciouns,  it  is  a  great  charge  and  a 
distmccioon  to  the  hoos,  and  a  greet 
enemy  to  the  lord  him-self.  And  yif  they 
ben  goodo  men,  how  sbal  strannge  or 
foreine  goodnesse  ben  pat  in  the  nonmbre 

no  of  thy  richesse?  So  that,  by  all  these 
forseide  thinges,  it  is  clearly  y-shewed, 
that  never  oon  of  thilke  thinges  that 
thon  aoountedest  for  thyne  goodes  nas 
nat  thy  good.     In  the  whiche  thinges, 

115  yif  ther  be  no  beantee  to  ben  desyred, 
why  sholdest  thon  ben  sory  yif  thon  lese 
hem,  or  why  sholdest  thon  rejoysen  thee 
to  holden  hem  ?  For  yif  they  ben  faire 
of  hir  owne  kinde,  what  aperteneth  that 

1 20  to  thee  ?  For  al  so  wel  sholden  they  han 
ben  faire  by  hem-selve,  though  they  weren 
departed  fram  alle  thyne  richesses.  For- 
why  faire  ne  precious  ne  weren  they  nat, 
for  that  they  comen  among  thy  richesses ; 

125  but,  for  they  semeden  faire  and  precious, 
ther-for  thou  haddest  lever  rekne  hem 
amonges  thy  richesses.  But  what  de- 
sirest  thou  of  Fortune  with  so  grete  a 
noise,  and  with  so  grete  a  fare  ?    I  trowe 

1 30  thou  seke  to  diyve  awey  nede  with  hsr 
bundaunoe  of  thinges ;  but  oertes,  it 
tometh  to  you  al  in  the  contrarie. 
Forwhy  certes,  it  nedeth  of  ful  manye 
helpinges   to    kepen    the    diversitee    of 

155  precious  ostelments.  And  sooth  it  is, 
that  of  manye  thinges  han  they  nede 
that  manye  thinges  han  ;  and  ayeinward, 
of  litel  nedeth  hem  that  mesuren  hir  fille 
after  the  nede  of  kinde,  and  nat  after 

140  the  outrage  of  ooveityse.  Is  it  thanne  so, 
that  ye  men    ne  han  no  proper   good 


y-set  in  you,  for  which  ye  moten  seken 
outward  youre  goodes  in  foreine  and 
subgit  thinges?  So  is  thanne  the  con- 
dicioun  of  thinges  tomed  up-so-down,  145 
that  a  man,  that  is  a  devyne  beest  by 
merite  of  his  resoun,  thinketh  that  him- 
self nis  neither  faire  ne  noble,  but-yif 
it  be  thorugh  possessioun  of  ostelments 
that  ne  han  no  sowles.  And  certes,  al  i5» 
other  thinges  ben  apayed  of  hir  owne 
beautee ;  but  ye  men,  that  ben  semblable 
to  god  by  your  resonable  thought,  desiren 
to  aparailen  your  excellent  kinde  of  the 
lowest  thinges ;  ne  ye  understonden  nat  155 
how  greet  a  wrong  ye  don  to  your 
creatour.  For  he  wolde  that  mankinde 
were  most  worthy  and  noble  of  any  othre 
erthely  thinges ;  and  ye  threste  adoun 
your  dignitees  benethe  the  lowest  thinges.  1  fki 
For  yif  that  al  the  good  of  every  thinge 
be  more  precious  than  is  thilke  thing 
whos  that  the  good  is :  sin  ye  demen 
that  the  fouleste  thinges  ben  youre 
goodes,  thanne  submitten  ye  and  putten  165 
your-selven  under  tho  fouleste  thinges 
by«  your  estimaoioun ;  and  certes,  this 
tydeth  nat  with-oute  youre  desertes.  For 
certes,  swiche  is  the  condicioun  of  alle 
mankinde,  that  only  whan  it  hath  know-  i7t> 
inge  of  it-selve,  than  passeth  it  in 
noblesse  alle  other  thinges ;  and  whan 
it  forleteth  the  knowinge  of  it-self,  than 
is  it  brought  binethen  alle  beestes.  For- 
why al  other  livinge  beestes  han  of  kinde  1 75 
to  knowe  nat  hem-self;  but  whan  that 
men  leten  the  knowinge  of  hemself,  it 
Cometh  hem  of  vice.  But  how  brode 
sheweth  the  errour  said  the  folye  of  yow 
men,  that  wenen  that  any  thing  may  180 
ben  aparailed  with  straunge  aparaile- 
ments  !  But  for  sothe  that  maj  nat  ben 
doon.  For  yif  a  wight  shyneth  with 
thinges  that  ben  put  to  him,  aa  thus^  if 
thUke  thinffet  shynen  with  wTUch  a  man  is  iHs 
aparaiied^  certes,  thilke  thinges  ben 
oomended  and  preysed  with  which  he  is 
aparailed ;  but  natheles,  the  thing  that 
is  covered  and  wrapped  under  that 
dwelleth  in  his  filthe.  And  I  denye  k)*) 
that  thilke  thing  be  good  that  anoyeth 
him  that  hath  it.      Gabbe  I    of  this?. 
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Thoa  wolt  seye  "  nay.**  CerteSf  richesses 
han  anoyed  fnl  ofte  hem  that  han  tho 

ii>5  richesses  ;  sin  that  every  wikked  shrewe, 
(and  for  his  -wikkednesse  the  more  gredy 
after  other  folkes  richesses,  wher-so  ever 
it  be  in  any  place,  he  it  gold  or  precious 
stones),  weneth  him  only  most  worthy 

ju(>  that  hath  hem.  Thou  thanne,  that  so 
bisy  dredest  now  the  swerd  and  now  the 
spere,  yif  thou  haddest  entred  in  the 
path  of  this  lyf  a  voide  wayferinge  man, 
than  woldest  thou  singe  befom  the  theef  ,* 

jm  at  ioho  seith^  a  pore  man,  that  berth  no 
richesse  on  him  by  the  weye,  may  boldely 
ainge  bifom  ihevety  for  he  hath  not  wherof 
to  ben  robbed.  O  precious  and  right  cleer 
is  the  blisftdnesse  of  mortal  richesses, 

^15  that,  whan  thou  hast  geten  it,  than  hast 
thou  lorn  thy  sikemesse ! 

Metrb  v.    Felix  nimium  prior  etas, 

Blisful  was  the  first  age  of  men  !  They 
helden  hem  apayed  with  the  metes  that 
the  trewe  feldes  broughten  forth.  They 
ne  distroyede  nor  deceivede  nat  hem-self 
5  with  outrage.  They  weren  wont  lightly 
to  slaken  hir  hunger  at  even  with  acomos 
of  okes.  They  ne  coude  nat  medly  the 
3ri£te  of  Bachus  to  the  cleer  hony ;  that 
it  to  teyn,  they  coude  make  no  pimerU  nor 

10  clarree ;  ne  they  coude  nat  medle  the 
brighte  fleeses  of  the  contree  of  Seriens 
with  the  venim  of  Tyrie  ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
they  coude  nat  deyen  whyte  fleeses  of  Serien 
contree  with  the  blode  of  a  maner  she^fisshe 

15  that  menjlnden  in  Tyrie,  with  whiche  blood 
men  deyen  purpur.  They  slepen  hoolsom 
slopes  up-on  the  gras,  and  dronken  of  the 
renninge  wateres ;  and  layen  under  tho 
shadwes  of  the  heye  pyn-trees.    Ne  no 

20  gest  ne  straungere  ne  carf  yit  the  heye 
see  with  ores  or  with  shippes ;  ne  they 
ne  hadde  seyn  yit  none  newe  strondes, 
to  leden  marchaundyse  in-to  dyverse 
oontrees.    Tho  weren  the  cruel  clariouns 

25  fui  hust  and  ful  stille,  ne  blood  y-shad 
by  egro  hate  ne  hadde  nat  deyed  yit 
armures.  For  wher-to  or  which  wood- 
nesse  of  enemys  wolde  first  moeven  armes, 
whan  they  seyen  cruel  woondes,  ne  none 


modes  be  of  blood  y-shad?        I  wolde  30 
that  cure  tymes  sholde  tome  ayein  to 
the  olde  maneres!    But  the  anguissous 
love  of  havinge  brenneth  in  folk  more 
cruely  than  the  fyr  of  the  mountaigne 
Ethna,   tJuxt  ay  brenneth.      Alias !    what  35 
was  he  that  first  dalf  up  the  gobetes  or 
the  weigh tes  of  gold  covered  under  erthe, 
and  the  precious  stones  that  wolden  han 
ben  hid?     He  dalf  up  precious  perils. 
TJuU  is  to  seyn,  that  he  that  hem  first  tip  40 
dalfy  he  dalf  ttp  a  precious  peril;  for-why 
for  the  preciousnesse  ofsunche  thinge,  hath 
many  man  ben  in  peril, 

Frosk  YL  Quid  auiem  de  dignitatSms. 

But  what  shal  I  seye  of  dignitees  and 
of   powers,    the    whiche    ye    men,  that 
neither  knowen  verray  dignitee  ne  verray 
power,    areysen    hem    as    heye    as    the 
hevene  ?      The    whiche     dignitees    and  5 
powers,  yif  they  comen  to  any  wikked 
man,  they  don  as  grete   damages  and 
destmcciouns  as  doth  the  flaumbo  of  tho 
mountaigne   Ethna,  whan  the  flaumbo 
walweth  up ;   ne  no  deluge  ne  doth  so  10 
cruel  harmes.     Gertes,  thee  remembreth 
wel,  as  I  trowe,  that  thilke  dignitee  that 
men  depen  the  imperie  of  consulers,  tho 
whiche  that  whylom  was  biginninge  of 
fredom,  youre  eldres  coveiteden  to  han  15 
don  away  that  dignitee,  for  the  pryde  of 
the  consulers.     And  right  for  the  same 
pryde  your    eldres,    bifom    that    tyme, 
hadden  don  awey,  out  of  the  citee  of 
Bome,  the  kinges  name;  that  is  to  seyn,  20 
they  nolde  han  no  lenger  no  king.  But  now, 
yif  so  be  that  dignitees  and  powers  be 
yeven  to  goode  men,  the  whiche  thing 
is  fol  selde,  what  agreable  thing  is  ther     • 
in  tho  dignitees  or  powers  but  only  the  '5 
goodnesse  of  folkes  that  uscn  hem  ?    And 
therfor  it  is  thus,  that  honour  ne  comth 
nat  to  vertu  for  cause  of  dignitee,  but 
ayeinward  honour  comth  to  dignitee  for 
cause  of  vertu.     But  whiche  is  thilke  y> 
youre  dereworthe  power,  that  is  so  cleer 
and   so    requerable?     O    ye    ertheliche 
bestes,    oonsidere    ye    nat    over    which 
thinge  that  it  semeth  that  ye  han  power  f 
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35  Now  yif  thon  saye  a  xnotis  amonges  other 
xnyg,  that  chalannged  to  liixu-«elf*ward 
right  said,  power  oyer  alio  other  mys, 
how  greet  Bcom  woldest  thon  han  of  it ! 
CKlosa.  So  fareth  it  by  men  ;  the  body  hath 

40  power  over  tlie  body.  For  yif  thou  loke 
wel  tip-on  the  body  of  a  wight,  what 
thing  shalt  thon  finde  more  freele  than  is 
mankinde ;  the  whiche  men  wel  ofte  ben 
slayn  with  bytinge  of  smale  flyes,  or  ellea 

45  with  the  entringe  of  orepinge  wormes 
in-to  the  pri vetoes  of  mannes  body?  But 
wher  shal  man  flnden  any  man  that  may 
ezercen  or  haunten  any  right  up-on 
another  man,  but  only  up-on  his  body, 

50  or  elles  up-on  thinges  that  ben  lowore 
than  the  body,  the  whiche  I  olepe  for- 
tunous  possessiouns  ?  Mayst  thou  ever 
have  any  comaundement  over  a  free 
oorage  ?   Mayst  thou  remuen  fro  the  estat 

55  of  his  propre  reste  a  thought  that  is 
olyvinge  to-gidere  in  him-self  by  stede- 
fast  resoun?  As  whylom  a  tyraunt 
wendo  to  confounde  a  free  man  of  oorage, 
and  wende  to  oonstreyne  him  by  torment, 

(So  to  maken  him  discoveren  and  acusen  folk 
that  wisten  of  a  coniuracioun,  which  I 
depe  a  conf^djeradty  that  was  oast  ayeins 
this  tyraunt ;  but  this  free  man  boot  of 
his  owne  tonge  and  oaste  it  in  the  visage 

65  of  thilke  wode  tyraunt ;  so  that  the  tor- 
ments that  this  tyraunt  wende  to  han 
mAked  matere  of  crueltee,  this  wyse  man 
maked  it  matere  of  vertu. 
But  what  thing  is  it  that  a  man  may 

70  don  to  another  man,  that  he  ne  may 
receyven  the  same  thing  of  othre  folk 
in  him-self :  or  tAus,  toftat  may  a  man  dan 
to  folkf  thtU  folk  ne  may  don  him  the  tame  f 
I  have  herd  told  of  Buslrides,  that  was 

75  wont  to  sleen  his  gestes  that  herberweden 
in  his  hous ;  and  he  was  sleyn  him-self 
of  Ercules  that  was  his  gest.  Begulns 
hadde  taken  in  bataile  many  men  of 
AfFrike  and  cast  hem  in-to  feteres ;  but 

80  sone  after  he  moste  yeve  his  handes  to 
ben  bounde  with  the  cheynes  of  hem  that 
he  hadde  whylom  overcomen.  Wenest 
thou  thanne  that  he  be  mighty,  that 
hath  no  power  to  don  a  thing,  that  othre 

85  ne  may  don  in  him  that  he  doth  in  othre  ? 


And  yit  more-over,  yif  it  so  were  that 
thise  dignitees  or  poweres  hadden  any 
propre  or  natural  goodnesse  in  bttOOHMlf, 
never  nolden  they  comen  to  shrewea 
For  oontrariouB  thinges  ne  ben  nat  wont  90 
to  ben  y-felawshiped  to-gidere.  Nature 
refuseth  that  oontrarious  tiiinges  ben 
y-joigned.  And  so,  as  I  am  in  certein 
that  right  wikked  folk  han  dignitees  ofbe 
tyme,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  dignitees  95 
and  powers  ne  ben  nat  goode  of  hir  owne 
kinde  ;  sin  that  they  suffinen  hem-self  to 
eleven  or  joinen  hem  to  shrewes.  And 
certes,  the  same  thing  may  I  most 
digneliche  jugen  and  seyn  of  alle  the  loo 
yiftes  of  fortune  that  most  plentevously 
comen  to  shrewes  ;  of  the  whiche  yiftes, 
I  trowe  that  it  oughte  ben  considered, 
that  no  man  douteth  that  he  nis  strong 
in  whom  he  seeth  strengthe ;  and  in  105 
whom  that  swiftnesse  is,  sooth  it  is  that 
he  is  swifb.  Also  mnsike  maketh  mu- 
siciens,  and  phisike  maketh  phisiciens, 
and  rethorike  rethoriens.  For-why  the 
nature  of  every  thing  maketh  his  pro-  no 
pretee,  ne  it  is  nat  entremedled  with  the 
effects  of  the  oontrarious  thinges  ;  and, 
as  of  wil,  it  chaseth  out  thinges  that  ben 
to  it  oontrarie.  But  certes,  richesse  may 
not  restreyne  avarice  unstaunched ;  ne  1 15 
power  ne  maketh  nat  a  man  mighty 
over  him-self,  whiche  that  vicious  lustes 
holden  destreyned  with  cheynes  that  no 
mowen  nat  be  unbounden.  And  digni- 
tees that  ben  yeven  to  shrewede  folk  nat  i^o 
only  ne  maketh  hem  nat  digne,  but  it 
sheweth  rather  al  openly  that  they  ben 
unworthy  and  undigne.  And  why  is  it 
thus  ?  Certes,  for  ye  han  joye  to  depen 
thinges  with  false  names  that  beren  hem  125 
alle  in  the  contrarie  ;  the  whiche  names 
ben  ful  ofbe  reproeved  by  the  effecte  of 
the  same  thinges;  so  that  thise  ilke 
riohesses  ne  oughten  nat  by  right  to  ben 
cleped  richesses ;  ne  swich  power  ne  xjo 
oughte  nat  ben  cleped  power  ;  ne  swich 
dignitee  ne  oughte  nat  ben  cleped  dig- 
nitee.  And  at  the  laste,  I  may  con- 
clude the  same  thing  of  alle  the  yiftes 
of  Fortune,  in  which  ther  nis  nothing  155 
to  ben  desired,  ne  that  hath  in  him-self 
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natnrel  bonntee,  as  it  is  ftd  wel  y-sene. 
For  neither  they  ne  joignen  hem  nat 
alwey  to  goode  men,  ne  maken  hem 
140  alwey  goode  to  whom  that  they  ben 
y-joigned. 


HxraxYI. 


Nouimua  quantoi  dederit 
ruinas. 


We  han  wel  knowen  how  many  grete 
harmes  and  destmooionns  weren  don  by 
the  emperor  Nero,  He  leet  brenne  the 
oitee  of  Bome,  and  made  sleen  the 
5  senatonres.  And  he,  omel,  whylom  slew 
his  brother;  and  he  wafl  maked  moist 
with  the  blood  of  his  moder ;  that  ia  to 
asffn,  he  leet  iAeen  and  «{<tten  Vke  body  of 
his  moder  y  to  eeen  wher  he  uhu  conceived ; 

10  and  he  loked  on  eyery  halve  np-on  her 
oolde  dede  body,  ne  no  tere  ne  wette  his 
laoe,  but  he  teas  so  hard-herted  that  he 
mighte  ben  domes-man  or  jnge  of  hir 
dede  beantee.    And  natheles,  yit  govern- 

15  ede  this  Nero  by  ceptre  alle  the  poeples 
that  Phebos  the  sonne  may  seen,  com- 
ings ftx>m  his  ontereste  aiysinge  til  he 
hyde  his  hemes  under  the  wawes ;  that 
is  to  seyHj  he  governed  aUe  the  poeples  by 

90  ceptre  imperial  ihal  ths  sorme  goXh  oltwuAey 
from  est  to  west.  And  eek  this  Nero 
governed  by  ceptre  alle  the  poeples  that 
ben  nnder  the  oolde  sterres  that  highten 
"  septem  triones  " ;  thisistoseyn^hegover- 

»S  M0<^  0^1^  i^  poepies  that  ben  under  the 
party  cfthe  north.  And  eek  Nero  governed 
alle  the  poeples  that  the  violent  wind 
Kothns  scorkleth,  and  baketh  the  bren- 
ning  sandes  by  his  drye  hete  ;  that  is  to 

50  seyn,  aUe  the  poepies  in  the  south,  Bnt  yit 
ne  mighte  nat  al  his  hye  power  tome  Uie 
woodnesse  of  this  wikked  Nero.  Alias  ! 
it  is  a  grevons  fortone,  as  ofte  as  wikked 
■werd  is  joigned  to  omel  venim ;  that  is 

35  to seyn,  venimous  crueUee  to  lordshippe,' 

Pboss  yn.     Turn  egOy  scis^  inquam, 

Thanne  seyde  I  thns :  *  Thon  wost  wel 

thy-self  that    the    ooveitise    of  mortal 

thinges  ne  hadde  never  lordshipe  of  me  ; 

bat  I  have  wel  desired  matere  of  thinges 

5  to  done,  as  who  seith^  I  desire   to  han 


matere  of  govemaunoe  over  comundUtees^ 
for  vertn,  stille,  ne  sholde  nat  elden  ;* 
that  is  to  seynj  that  [him]  teste  that^  or  he 
wex  olde,  his  vertu^  that  lay  now  ful  stille^ 
ne  should  nat  perisahe  unexercised  in  govern-  10 
aunce  of  comune  ;  for  u^ich  tnen  mighten 
speken  or  wryten  of  his  goode  goveme^ 
ment,  * 

PhUosophye,      *For  sothe,*  qnod  she, 
'and  that  is  a  thing  that  may  drawen  15 
to    govemaonce  swiche    hertes  as  ben 
worthy  and  noble  of  hir  nature ;  but 
natheles,  it  may  nat  drawen  or  tollen 
swiohe  hertes  as  ben  y-bronght  to  the 
ftille  perfecoioun  of  vertu,  that  is  to  seyn,  20 
ooveitise  of  glorie  and  renoun  to  han  wel 
administred  the  comune  thinges  or  don 
gode  desertes  to  profit  of  the  comune. 
For  see  now  and  considere,  how  litel  and 
how  voide  of  alle  piys  ia  thilke  glorie.  25 
Certein  thing  is,  as  thon  hast  lemed  by 
the  demonstracioun  of  astronomye,  that 
al  the  environinge  of  the  erthe  aboute 
ne  halt  nat  but  the  resoun  of  a  prikke 
at  regard  of  the  greetnesse  of  hevene ;  30 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  yif  ther  were  maked 
comparisoun  of  the  erthe  to  the  greet- 
nesse of  hevene,  men  wolden  jugen  in  al, 
that  the  erthe  ne  helde  no  space.    Of  the 
whiche  litel  regioun  of  this  worlde,  the  35 
ferthe  partye  is  enhabited  with  livingo 
bestes  that  we  knowen,  as  thou  thyself 
hast  y-lemod  by  Tholomee  that  proveth 
it.    And  yif  thou  haddest  with-drawen 
and  abated  in  thy  thought  fro  thilke  40 
ferthe  partye  as  mocho  space  as  the  see 
and  the  mareys  contenon  and  over-goon, 
and  as  moche  space  as  the  regioun  of 
droughte  overnitreocheth,  that  is  to  seyn, 
sandes  and  desertes^  wel  unnethe  sholde  45 
ther  dwellen  a  right  streit  place  to  the 
habitacioun  of  men.     And  ye  thanne, 
that  ben  environed  and  closed  with-in 
the  leste  prikke  of  thilke  prikke,  thinken 
ye  to  manifesten  your  renoun  and  don  50 
youre  name  to  ben  bom  forth?     But 
your  glorie,  that  is  so  narwe  and    so 
streite  y-throngen  in-to  so  litel  boundes, 
how  moohel  coveiteth  it  in  largesse  and 
in  greet  doinge  ?    And  also  sette  this  55 
there-to :  that  many  a  nacioun,  dyverse 
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of  tonge  and  of  maneres  and  eek  of 
resonn  of  Iiir  livinge,  ben  enhabited  in 
the  clo8  of  thilke  litel  habitacle  ;  to  the 

60  whicho  nacioons,  what  for  difiicaltee  of 
weyes  and  what  for  dyversitee  of  Ian- 
gages,  and  what  for  defante  of  onosage 
and  entrecomnninee  of  marchaundise, 
nat  only  the  names  of  singnler  men  ne 

65  may  nat  strecchen,  bat  eek  the  fame  of 
citees  ne  may  nat  strecchen.  At  the 
laste,  certes,  in  the  tyme  of  Marcus 
Tnllins,  as  him-self  writ  in  his  book,  that 
the  renonn  of  the  coxnnne  of  Borne  ne 

70  hadde  nat  yit  passed  ne  cloiunben  over 
the  moontaigne  that  highte  Caucasus ; 
and  yit  was,  thilke  tyme,  Borne  wel 
waxen  and  greetly  redouted  of  the  I^urthes 
and  eek  of  other  folk  enhabitinge  aboute. 

75  Seestow  nat  thanne  how  streit  and  how 
compressed  is  thilke  glorie  that  ye  trav- 
ailen  aboute  to  shewe  and  to  multiplye  ? 
May  thanne  the  glorie  of  a  singuler 
Romaine  strecchen  thider  as  the  fame 

80  of  the  name  of  Bomer  may  nat  olimben 
ne  passen?  And  eek,  seestow  nat  that 
the  maneres  of  dyverse  folk  and  eek  hir 
lawes  ben  discordaunt  among  hem-self; 
so  that  thilke  thing  that  som  men  jugen 

85  worthy  of  preysinge,  other  folk  jugen 
that  it  is  worthy  of  torment  ?  And  ther- 
of  comth  it  that,  though  a  man  delyte 
him  in  preysinge  of  his  renoun,  he  may 
nat  in  no  wyse  bringen  forth  ne  spreden 

90  his  name  to  many  maner  poeples.  There- 
for every  man  oughte  to  ben  apayed  of 
his  glorie  that  is  publisshed  among  his 
owne  neighbours;  and  thilke  noble  re* 
noun  shal   ben    restreyned  within   the 

95  boundes  of  o  manere  folke.  But  how 
many  a  man,  that  was  ful  noble  in  his 
tyme,  hath  the  wrecched  and  nedy 
foryetinge  of  wzyteres  put  out  of  minde 
and  don  awey  I    Al  bo  it  so  that,  certes, 

100  thilke  wrytinges  proilten  litel ;  the  whiche 
wiytinges  long  and  derk  elde  doth  awey, 
bothe  hem  and  eek  hir  autours.  But  ye 
men  semen  to  geten  yow  a  perdnrabletee, 
whan   ye   thenken   that,    in    tyme    to- 

105  cominge,  your  fame  shal  lasten«  But 
natheles,  yif  tiiou  wolt  maken  compari- 
80un  to  the  endeles  spaces  of  etemitee, 


what  thing  hast  thou  by  whiche  thou 
mayst  rejoysen  thee  of  long  lastinge  of 
thy  name?    For   yif  ther  were  maked  no 
compansoun  of  the  abydinge  of  a  moment 
to  ten  thousand  winter,  for  as  mochel  as 
bothe  the  spaces  ben  ended,  yit  hath  the 
moment  som  porcioun  of  it,  al-though  it 
litel  be.  But  natheles,  thilke  selve  noum-  115 
bre  of  yeres,  and  eek  as  many  yeres  as 
ther-to  may  be  multiplyed,  ne  may  nat, 
certes,  ben  oomparisoned  to  the  perdura- 
bletee  that  is  endeles  ;  for  of  thinges  that 
han  ende  may  be  maked  oomparisoun,  120 
but  of  thinges  that  ben  with-outen  ende, 
to  thinges  that  han  ende,  may  be  maked 
no  comparisoun.    And  forthy  is  it  that, 
al-though  renoun,  of  as  long  tyme  as  ever 
thee  list  to  thinken,  were  thought  to  the  1*5 
regard  of  etemitee,  that  is  unstaunchable 
and  infinit,  it  ne  sholde  nat  only  semen 
litel,  but  pleynliche  right  naught.     But 
ye  men,  certes,  ne  conne  don  nothing 
a-right,  but-yif  it  be  for  the  audience  130 
of  poeple   and   for  ydel  rumours;    and 
ye   forsaken    the   grete  worthinesse   of 
conscience  and  of  vertu,  and  ye  seken 
your  guerdouns  of  the  smale  wordes  of 
straunge  folk.        Have    now  heer   and  135 
understonde,  in  the  lightnesse  of  swich 
pryde   and   veine   glorie,   how   a   man 
scomede  festivaly  and  merily  swich  vani- 
tee.    Whylom    ther   was   a   man    that 
hadde   assayed  with   stiyvinge   wordes  140 
another  man,  the  whiche,  nat  for  usage 
of  verray  vertu   but   for   proud   veine 
glorie,  had  taken  up-on  him  falsly  the 
name  of  a  philosophre.    This  rather  man 
thai  I  spak  of  thoughie  he  wolde  assaye,  145 
wher  he,  thilke,  were  a  philosophre  or 
no ;  that  is  to  seyn,  yif  that  he  wolde 
han    sufficed    lightly   in    pacience    the 
wronges  that  weren  don  un-to  him.   This 
feynede  philosophre  took  pacience  a  litel  150 
whyle,   and,  whan    he   hadde    received 
wordes  of  outrage,  he,  as  in  stiyvinge 
ayein  and  rejoysinge  of  him-self,  seyde 
at  the  laste  right  thus :  "  understondest 
thou  nat  that  I  am  a  philosophre?"  That  155 
other  man  answerde  ayein  tol  bytingly, 
and  seyde :  "  I  hadde  wel  understonden 
it,  yif  thou  haddest  holden  thy  tonge 
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stille."     But  what  ia  it  to  thise  noble 

160  worthy  men  (for,  certes,  of  gwiche  folke 

speke  I)  that  seken  glorie  with  vertn? 

What  is  it  ?  *  qnod  she  ;  '  what  atteyneth 

fame  to  swiche  folk,  whan  the  body  ia 

■  resolved  by  the  deeth  at  the  laste?    For 

i6s  yif  it  so  be  that  men  dyen  in  al,  that 
it  to  teyn^  body  and  aotcle,  the  whiche 
thing  onr  resonn  defendeth  ns  to  bileven, 
thanne  is  ther  no  glorie  in  no  wyse.  For 
what  tholde  thilke  glorie  ben^  whan  he, 

170  of  whom  thilke  glorie  is  seyd  to  be,  nis 
right  nanght  in  no  wyse  ?  And  yif  the 
sowle,  whiche  that  hath  in  it-self  science 
of  goode  werkes,  nnbonnden  fro  the 
prison  of  the  erthe,  wendeth  firely  to  the 

175  hevene,  despyseth  it  nat  thanne  alle 
erthely  occapacioun;  and,  being  in 
hevene,  rejoyseth  that  it  is  exempt  fro 
alle  erthely  thinges  ?  A»  wTto  teithy  thanne 
rekketh  the  eowU  of  no  glorie  of  renowfi 

180  of  thie  world, 

HxTRs  yn.    Quictinque  aolam  mente 
praecipiti  petit 

Who-flo  that,  with  overthrowinge 
thought,  only  seketh  glorie  of  fame, 
and  weneth  that  it  be  soveresm  good : 
lat  him  loken  np-on  the  brode  shewinge 
5  contrees  of  hevene,  and  np-on  the  streite 
site  of  this  erthe;  and  he  shal  ben 
ashamed  of  the  encrees  of  his  name,  that 
may  nat  folfiUe  the  litel  compas  cf  the 
erthe.    O I  what  coveiten  pronde  folk  to 

10  lillen  np  hir  nekkes  in  ydel  in  the  dedly 
yok  €f  thie  worlde  ?  For  al-thongh  that 
xenoon  y-eprad,  passings  to  feme  poeples, 
goth  hy  dyverse  tonges;  and  al-thongh 
that  grete   houses  or  kinredes  shynen 

15  with  clere  titles  of  honours;  yit,  natheles, 
deeth  despyseth  alle  heye  glorie  of  fame  : 
and  deeth  wrappeth  to-gidere  the  heye 
hevedes  and  the  lowe,  and  maketh  egal 
and  evene  the  heyeste  to  the  loweste. 

x>  Wher  wonen  now  the  bones  of  trewe 
Fabricins?  What  is  now  Brutus,  or 
stieme  Catoun?  The  thinne  fiune,  yit 
lastinge,  of  hir  ydel  names,  is  marked 
with  a  fewe  lettres ;  but  al-though  that 

ss  we  ban  knowen  the  faire  wordes  of  the 


fames  of  hem,  it  is  nat  yeven  to  knowe 
hem  that  ben  dede  and  consumpte.  Lig- 
geth  thanne  stille,  al  outrely  unknow- 
able ;  ne  fame  ne  maketh  yow  nat  knowe. 
And  yif  ye  wene  to  liven  the  longer  for  30 
winde  of  your  mortal  name,  whan  o 
cruel  day  shal  ravisshe  yow,  thanne  is 
the  seoonde  deeth  dwellinge  un-to  yow.* 
Qlose.  Thejiret  deeth  he  clepeih  heer  the 
departhtge  of  the  body  and  the  eotcte  ;  and  7^ 
the  aeconde  deeth  he  depeth,  ae  heer,  the 
atintinge  of  the  renoun  of  fame. 


Pkosx  viu.    Set  ne  me  inexorabile  contra 
fortunanu 

'  But  for  as  mochel  as  thou  shalt  nat 
wenen,*  quod  she,  '  that  I  here  untretable 
bataile  ayeins  fortune,  yit  som-tyme  it 
bifalleth  that  she,  deoeyvable,  deserveth 
to  ban  right  good  thank  of  men ;  and  5 
that  is,  whan  she  hir-eelf  opneth,  and 
whan  she  descovereth  hir  frount,  and 
sheweth  hir  maneres.  Peraventure  yit 
understondest  thou  nat  that  I  shal  seye. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  I  desire  to  telle,  and  10 
forthy  unnethe  may  I  unpleyten  my 
sentence  with  wordes;  for  I  deme  that 
oontrarions  Fortune  profiteth  more  to 
men  than  Fortune  debonaire.  For  al- 
wey,  whan  Fortune  semeth  debonaire,  15 
than  she  lyeth  falsly  in  bihetinge  the 
hope  of  weleftilnesse  ;  but  forsothe  oon- 
trarions Fortune  is  alwey  soothfast,  whan 
she  sheweth  hir-self  unstable  thorugh 
hir  chaunginge.  The  amiable  Fortune  ao 
deoeyveth  folk ;  the  contrarie  Fortune 
techeth.  The  amiable  Fortune  bindeth 
with  the  beautee  of  false  goodes  the 
hertes  of  folk  that  usen  hem ;  the  con- 
trarie Fortune  unbindeth  hem  by  the  25 
knowinge  of  freele  welefulnesse.  The 
amiable  Fortune  mayst  thou  seen  alwey 
f  windy  and  fiowinge,  and  ever  mis- 
knowinge  of  hir-self;  the  contrarie  For- 
tune is  atempre  and  restreyned,  and  wys  30 
thorugh  exercise  of  hir  adversitee.  At 
the  laste,  amiable  Fortune  with  hir 
flateringes  draweth  miswandringe  men 
fro  the  sovereyne  good ;  the  contrarious 
•  Fortune  ledeth  olle  folk  ayein  to  sooth-  35 
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fast  goodes,  and  haleth  hem  ayein  as 
with  an  hooke.  Wenest  thou  thanne 
that  thon  oiig^htest  to  leten  this  a  litel 
thing,    that    this    aspre    and    horrible 

40  Fortune  hath  discovered  to  thee  the 
though tes  of  thy  tre'we  ft«endea?  For- 
why  this  ilke  Fortune  hath  departed 
and  uncovered  to  thee  bothe  the  certein 
visages  and  eek  the  doutons  visages  of 

45  thy  fehiwes.  Whan  she  departed  awey 
fro  thee,  she  took  awey  hir  freendes,  and 
lafle  thee  thyne  freendes.  Kow  whan 
thou  were  riche  and  weleful,  as  thee 
semede,  with  how  mochel  woldest  thou 

5^  han  bought  the  fulle  knowinge  of  this, 
tfuU  it  to  teyn,  the  knowinge  of  thy  verray 
freendet?  Now  pleyne  thee  nat  thanne 
of  richesse  y-lom,  sin  thou  hast  founden 
the  moste  precious  kinde  of  riohesses, 

55  that  is  to  seyn,  thy  verray  freendes. 


hetu  vm. 


Quod  mundua  ttabili 
JIds. 


That  the  world  with  stable  feith  varieth 
acordable  chaunginges ;  that  the  oon- 
trarious    qnalitee    of   elements    holden 


among  hem-self  aliaunoe  perdurable ;  thai 
Phebus  the  Sonne  with  his  goldene  chariet  5 
bringeth  forth  the  rosene  day ;  that  the 
mone  hath  oommaundement  over  the 
nightes,  which  nightes  Hesperus  the  eve- 
sterre  hath  brought ;  that  the  see,  greedy 
to  flowen,  oonstreyneth  with  a  certein  10 
ende  hise  flodes,  so  that  it  is  nat  leveful 
to  strecche  hise  brode  termes  or  boundes 
up-on  the  erthes,  that  ia  to  weyn^  to  coven 
al  the  erthe : — al  this  aoordaunce  of 
thinges  is  bounden  with  Love,  that  15 
govemeth  erthe  and  see,  and  hath  also 
oommaundemoQts  to  the  hevenes.  And 
3rif  this  Love  slakede  the  brydeles,  alle 
thinges  that  now  loven  hem  to-gederes 
wolden  maken  a  bataile  continuely,  and  20 
stryven  to  fordoon  the  fasoun  of  this 
worlds,  the  whiche  they  now  leden  in 
acordable  feith  by  faire  moevinges.  This 
Love  halt  to-gideres  i>oeples  joigned  with 
an  holy  bond,  and  knitteth  sacrement  25 
of  manages  of  chaste  loves ;  and  Love 
endyteth  lawes  to  trewe  felawes.  O ! 
weleful  were  mankinde,  yif  thilke  Love 
that  govemeth  hevene  governed  youre 
corages !  *  50 


Explicit  Uber  secnndna. 


BOOK    III. 


pROSK  L    lam  cantum  Claflnierat. 

Bt  this  she  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  the  swoetnesse  of  hir  ditee  hadde 
thorugh-perced  me  that  was  desirous  of 
herkninge,    and    I    astoned    hadde   yit 

5  streighte  myn  eres,  that  ia  to  Myn,  to 
herkne  the  bet  what  the  woide  aeye ;  so 
that  a  litel  here-after  I  seyde  thus :  *  O 
thou  that  art  sovereyn  comfort  of  an- 
guissous  corages,  so  thou  hast  remounted 

10  and  norisshed  me  with  the  weighte  of 
thy  sentences  and  with  delyt  of  thy 
singinge ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat  now  that 
I  be  unparigal  to  the  strokes  of  Fortune : 
aa  who  aeythy  I  dar  wel  now  auffren  al  the 

15  aaaautea  of  Vortunty  and  wel  dffende  vte 


fro  hir.  And  tho  remedies  whiche  that 
thou  seydest  her-bifom  weren  right 
sharpe,  nat  only  that  I  am  nat  argrisen 
of  hem  now,  but  I,  desirous  of  heringe, 
axe  gretelytoheren  the  remedies.'  Than  ao 
seyde  she  thus :  *  That  felede  I  IVil  wel,* 
quod  she,  '  whan  that  thou,  ententif  and 
stille,  ravisshedest  my  wordes;  and  I 
abood  til  that  thou  haddest  swich  habite 
of  thy  thought  as  thou  hast  now ;  or  elles  2$ 
til  that  I  my-self  hadde  maked  to  thee 
the  same  habit,  which  that  is  a  more 
verray  thing.  And  certes,  the  remenaunt 
of  thinges  that  ben  yit  to  seye  ben  swiohe, 
that  first  whan  men  tasten  hem  they  ben  10 
b3rtinge,  but  whan  they  ben  reoeyved 
withinne  a  wight,  than  ben  they  swete. 
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But  for  thou    seyst    that  thou  art   so 
desirous  to  herkne  hem,  with  how  gret 

35  brenniuge  woldest  thou  glowen,  yif  thou 
wistest  whider  I  wol  leden  thee ! ' 
»Whideristhat?»  quod  I. 

*  To  thilke  verray  welefulnesse, '  quod 
she,   *  of  whiche   th  jn  herte   dreineth  ; 

40  but  for  as  xnoche  as  thy  sighte  is  ocupied 
and  distorbed  by  imaginacioun  oferlhely 
tkinges,  thou  mayst  nat  yit  seen  thilke 
selve  welefulnesse.'  '  Do,'  quod  I,  *  and 
shewe  me  what  is  thilke  verray  weleful- 

45  nesse,  I  preyo  thee,  with-oute  taryinge.' 

'That  wole  I  gladly  don,'  quod  she, 

'  for  the  cause  of  thee ;  but  I  wol  first 

marken  thee  by  wordes  and  I  wol  en- 

forcen  me  to  enformen  thee  thilke  false 

50  cause  of  blUfulneaae  that  thou  more  know- 
est ;  so  that,  whan  thou  hast  fully  bi- 
holden  thilke  false  goodes,  and  tomed 
thyn  eyen  to  that  other  syde,  thou  mowe 
knowe  the  cleemesse  of  verray  blisful- 

55  nesse. 

Mktsb  L     Qui  severe  ingenuum  volet 

Who-so  wole  Bowe  a  feeld  plentivous, 
lat  him  first  delivere  it  fro  thomes,  and 
kerve  asunder  with  his  hook  the  busshes 
and  the  fern,  so  that  the  com  may  comen 

5  hevy  of  eres  and  of  greynes.  Hony  is 
.  the  more  swete,  yif  mouthes  han  first 
tasted  savour es  that  ben  wikkid.  The 
sterres  shjnuen  more  agreably  whan  the 
wind  Kothns  leteth  his  ploungy  blastes ; 
10  and  after  that  Lucifer  the  day-sterre 
hath  chased  awey  the  derke  night,  the 
day  the  fairere  ledeth  the  rosene  hors 
of  the  sorme.  And  right  so  thou,  bi- 
holdinge  first  the  false  goodes,  bigin  to 

15  with-drawen  thy  nekke  fro  the  yok  of 
erthely  affecciouru;  and  after-ward  the 
verray  goodes  shollen  entren  in-to  thy 
eorage.' 

Pkosk  II.     Tunc  d^fixo  paulltdum  uisu, 

Tho  fastnede  she  a  litel  the  sighte  of 
liir  eyen,  and  with-drow  hir  right  as  it 
were  in-to  the  streite  sete  of  hir  thought ;' 


and  bigan  to  speke  right  thus  :  '  Alle  the 
cures,'  quod  she,  *  of  mortal  folk,  whiche  5 
that  travaylen  hem  in  many  maner 
studies,  goon  certes  by  diverse  weyes, 
but  natheles  they  enforoen  hem  alle  to 
comen  only  to  oon  ende  of  blisfulnesse. 
And  blisfulnesse  is  swiche  a  good,  that  10 
who-so  that  hath  geten  it,  he  ne  may, 
over  that,  no-thing  more  desyre.  And 
this  thing  is  forsothe  the  soveresm  good 
that  conteyneth  in  him-self  alle  maner 
goodes ;  to  the  whiche  good  yif  ther  15 
failede  any  thing,  it  mighto  nat  ben 
deped  sovereyn  good :  for  thanne  were 
ther  som  good,  out  of  this  ilke  sovereyn 
good,  that  mighte  ben  desired.  Now  is 
it  deer  and  certein  thanne,  that  blisful-  so 
nesse  is  a  parfit  estat  by  the  congre- 
gacioun  of  alle  goodes ;  the  whiche 
blisfulnesse,  as  I  have  seyd,  alle  mortal 
folk  enforcen  hem  to  geten  by  diverse 
weyes.  Por-why  the  coveitise  of  verray  25 
good  is  naturelly  y-ptaunted  in  the  hertes 
of  men ;  but  the  miswandringe  errour 
mis-ledeth  hem  in-to  false  goodes.  Of 
the  whiche  men,  som  of  hem  wenen  that 
soverejnn  good  be  to  liven  with-oute  nedo  30 
of  any  thing,  and  travaylen  hem  to  be 
haboundaunt  of  richesses.  And  som 
other  men  demen  that  Boverejnn  good 
be,  for  to  ben  right  digne  of  reverence  ; 
and  enforcen  hem  to  ben  reverenced  35 
among  hir  neighbours  by  the  honours 
that  they  han  y-geten.  And  som  folk 
ther  ben  that  holden,  that  right  heigh 
power  be  sovereyn  good,  and  enforcen 
hem  for  to  regnen,  or  elles  to  joignen  40 
hem  to  hem  that  regnen.  And  it  semeth 
to  some  other  folk,  that  noblesse  of  re- 
noun  be  the  sovereyn  good  ;  and  hasten 
hem  to  geten  glorious  name  by  the  arts 
of  werre  and  of  pe^.  And  many  folk  45 
mesuren  and  gessen  that  sovereyn  good 
be  joye  and  gladnesse,  and  wenen  that 
it  be  right  blisful  thing  to  ploungen  hem 
in  voluptuous  delyt.  And  ther  ben  folk 
that  entrechaungen  the  causes  and  the  5^ 
endes  of  thise  forseyde  goodes,  as  they 
that  desiren  richesses  to  han  x>ower  and 
delytes ;  or  elles  they  desiren  i>ower  for 
to  han  moneye,  or  for  cause  of  renoun. 
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55  In  thise  thinges,  and  in  swiche  othre 
thinges,  is  tomed  alle  the  entencionn  of 
desiringes  and  of  -werkes  of  xnen ;  as 
thns :  noblesse  and  favour  of  people, 
whiche  that  yeveth  to  men,  as  it  semeth 

60  hem,  a  maner  cleemesse  of  renonn ;  and 
"wyf  and  children,  that  men  desiren  for 
cause  of  delyt  and  of  merinesse.  Bat 
forsothe,  ftrendes  ne  sholden  nat  be 
rekned  a-mong  the  godes  of  fortune,  bat 

65  of  verta  ;  for  it  is  a  fal  holy  maner  thing. 
AUe  thise  othre  thinges,  forsothe,  ben 
ti^en  for  cause  of  power  or  elles  for 
cause  of  delyt.  Certes,  now  am  I  redy 
to  referren  the  goodes  of  the  body  to  thise 

70  forseide  thinges  aboven ;  for  it  semeth 
that  strengthe  and  gretnesse  of  body 
yeven  power  and  worthinesse,  and  that 
beautee  and  swiftnesse  yeven  noblesses 
and  glorie  of  renoun  ;  and  hele  of  body 

75  semeth  yeven  delyt.  In  alle  thise  thinges 
it  semeth  only  that  blisfulnesse  is  desired. 
jFor-why  thilke  thing  that  every  man 
desireth  most  over  alle  thinges,  he 
demeth  that  it  be  the  sovereyn  good ; 

£0  but  I  have  defyned  that  blisfulnesse  is 
the  sovereyn  good  ;  for  which  every  wight 
demeth,  that  thilke  estat  that  he  desireth 
over  alle  thinges,  that  it  be  blisfulnesse. 
Kow  hast  thou  thanne  bifom  thyn  eyen 

85  almest  al  the  purposed  forme  of  the  wele- 
fulnesse  of  man-kinde,  that  is  to  seyn, 
richesses,  honours,' power,  and  glorie,  and 
delyts.  The  whiche  delyt  only  considerede 
Epicurus,  and  juged  and  establisshed  that 

90  delyt  is  the  sovereyn  g^ood  ;  for  as  moche 
as  alle  othre  thinges,  as  him  thoughte, 
bi-refbe  awey  joye  and  mirthe  fram  the 
herte.  But  I  retome  ayein  to  the  studios 
of  men,  of  whiche  men  the  corage  alwey 

95  reherseth  and  seketh  the  sovereyn  good, 
al  be  it  so  that  it  be  with  a  derked 
memorie ;  but  he  not  by  whiche  path, 
right  as  a  dronken  man  not  nat  by 
whiche  path  he  may  retome  him  to  his 
ico  hous.  Semeth  it  thanne  that  folk  folyen 
and  erren  that  enforcen  hem  to  have 
nede  of  nothing?  Certes,  ther  nis  non 
other  thing  that  may  so  wel  performe 
blisfulnesse,  as  an  estat  plentivous  of  aUe 
^05  goodes,  that  ne  hath  nede  of  non  other 


thing,  but  that  is  suffisaunt  of  himself 
unto  him-sell     And  folyen  swiche  folk 
thanne,  that  wenen  that  thilke   thing 
that  is  right  good,  that  it  be  eek  right 
worthy   of  honour   and    of  reverence?  no 
Certes,  nay.    For  that  thing  nis  neither 
foul  ne  worUiy  to  ben  despised,  that  wel 
neigh  al  the  entencionn  of  mortal  folk 
travaylen  for  to  geten  it.     And  power, 
oughte   nat   that   eek    to   ben  rekened  115 
amonges  goodes?    What  elles?    For  it 
is  nat  to  wene  that  thilke  thing,  that  is 
most  worthy  of  alle  thinges,  be  feble  and 
with-oute  strengthe.    And  cleemesse  of 
renoun,  oughte  that   to  ben  despised?  ix> 
Certes,  ther  may  no  man  forsake,  that  al 
thing  that  is  right  excellent  and  noble, 
that  it  ne  semeth  to  ben  right  deer  and 
renomed.     For  certes,  it  nedeth  nat  to 
seye,  that  blisAilnesse  be  [nat]  anguissous  125 
ne  drexy,  no  snbgit  to  grevaunces  ne  to 
sorwea,  sin  that  in  right  litel  thinges 
folk  seken  to  have  and  to  usen  that  may 
delyten   hem.      Certes,    thise    ben    the 
thinges  that  men  wolen  and  desiren  to  13*) 
geten.    And  for  this  cause  desiren  they 
richesses,  dignitees,  regnes,  glorie,  and 
delioes.    For  therby  wenen  they  to  ban 
suiBsaunce,  honour,  power,  renoun,  and 
gladnesse.    Than  is  it  good,  that  men  135 
seken  thus  by  so  many  diverse  studies. 
In   whiche    desyr   it   may   lightly  ben 
shewed  how  gret   is   the  strengthe    of 
nature  ;  for  how  so  that  men  ban  diverse 
sentences  and  diac/ordinge,  algates  men  14c 
aoorden  alle  in  lovinge  the  ende  of  good. 

Mbtkx  n.     QuatxUu  rerumflectat  habenas. 

It  lyketh  me  to  shewe,  by  subtil  song, 
with  slakke  anddelitable  soun  of  strenges, 
how  that  Nature,  mighty,  enclineth  and 
flitteth  the  govemements  of  thinges,  and 
by  whiche  lawes  she,  purveyable,  kepeth  5 
the  grete  world ;  and  how  she,  bindinge, 
restreyneth  alle  thinges  by  a  bonde  that 
may  nat  ben  unbounde.  Al  be  it  so  that 
the  lyonns  of  the  centre  of  Pene  beren 
the  falre  ohaynes,  and  taken  metes  of  10 
the  handes  of  folk  that  yeven  it  hem, 
and  dreden  hir  sturdy  maystres  of  whiche 
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they  ben  wont  to  Bofl^n  betinges :  yif 
that  hir  horrible  monthes  ben  be-bled, 

15  VuU  it  to  Myn,  <^f  hetUs  devoured^  hir 
ooTBge  of  time  passed,  that  hath  ben  ydel 
and  restedf  repeyreth  ayein;  and  they 
roren  grevonsly  and  remembren  on  hir 
natore,  and  slaken  hir  nekkes  fram  hir 

at)  chaynes  unboonde  ;  and  hir  maysterf  first 
to-torn  with  blody  tooth,  assayeth  the 
wode  wrathes  of  hem ;  thit  it  to  seyn, 
they  freten  hir  mayHer,  And  the  jange- 
linge    brid    that    singeth    on    the  heye 

as  brannches,  that  4$  to  seyn,  in  the  toode^ 
and  after  is  enclosed  in  a  streyt  cage : 
al-thongh  that  the  pleyinge  bisinesse  of 
men  yeveth  hem  honiede  drinkes  and 
large  metes  with  swete  stndie,  yit  nathe- 

30  les,  yif  thilke  brid,  skippinge  out  of  hir 
streyte  cage,  seeth  the  agreables  shadewes 
of  the  wodes,  she  defouleth  with  hir  feet 
hir  metes  y>shad,  and  seketh  mouminge 
only  the  wode ;  and  twitereth,  desiringe 

35  the  wode,  with  hir  swete  vois.  The  yerde 
of  a  tree,  that  is  haled  a-donn  by  mighty 
Btrengthe,  boweth  redily  the  crop  a-donn : 
bat  3rif  that  the  hand  of  him  that  it  bente 
lat  it  gon  ayein,  anon  the  crop  loketh 

40  up-right  to  hevene.  The  sonne  Fhebos, 
that  falleth  at  even  in  the  westrene 
wawes,  retometh  ayein  eftsones  his  carte, 
by  privee  path,  theiwis  it  is  wont  aryse. 
Alle  thinges  seken  ayein  to  hir  propre 

45  COOTS,  and  alle  thinges  rcjoysen  hem  of 
hir  retominge  ayein  to  hir  nature.  Ke 
non  ordinaunoe  nis  bitaken  to  thinges, 
bat  that  that  hath  joyned  the  endinge 
to  the  beginninge,  and  hath  makod  the 

50  conrs  of  it-self  stable,  that  U  ehaungeth 
nat  frwa  hit  propre  kinds, 

Paosx  m.  Vot  qtioque^  0  terrena  animalia. 

Certes  also  ye  men,  that  ben  ertheliche 
beestes,  dremen  alwey  youre  beginninge, 
al-thongh  it  be  with  a  thinne  imagina- 
oioun ;  and  by  a  maner  thonghte,  al  be 
5  it  nat  cleerly  ne  parfitly,  ye  loken  fram 
a-fer  to  thilke  verray  fyn  of  blisfnlnesse  ; 
and  therefore  natorel  entencionn  ledeth 
you  to  thilke  verray  good,  bnt  many 
maner  erronxs  mis-tometh  you  ther-firo. 


Consider  now  yif  that  by  thilke  thinges,  10 
by  whiche  a  man  weneth  to  geten  him 
blisinlnesse,  yif  that  he  may  comen  to 
thilke  ende  that  he  weneth  to  come  by 
natnre.  For  yif  that  moneye  or  honours, 
or  thise  other  forseyde  thinges  bringen  15 
to  men  swich  a  thing  that  no  good  ne 
fayle  hem  ne  semeth  fayle,  oortes  than 
wole  I  grannte  that  they  ben  maked 
blisfHil  by  thilke  thinges  that  they  han 
geten.  Bat  yif  so  be  that  thilke  thinges  ^o 
ne  mowen  nat  performen  that  they  hi- 
heten,  and  that  ther  be  defante  of  manye 
goodes,  sheweth  it  nat  thanne  cleerly 
that  fals  beantee  of  blisfnlnesse  is  knowen 
and  ateint  in  thilke  thinges  ?  First  and  ^5 
forward  thou  thy-self,  that  haddest  ha- 
bandaances  of  richesses  nat  long  agon, 
I  axe  yif  that,  in  the  habnndannce  of  alle 
thilke  richesses,  thou  were  never  an- 
gaissons  or  sozy  in  thy  corage  of  any  30 
wrong  or  grevaonce  that  bi-tidde  thee  on 
any  syde  ? '  *  Certes,'  quod  I,  *•  it  ne  re- 
membreth  me  nat  that  evere  I  was  so 
free  of  my  thought  that  I  ne  was  alwey 
in  anguissh  of  som-what/  35 

*And  was  nat  that,'  qaod  she, '  for  that 
thee  lakked  som-what  that  thou  noldest 
nat  han  lakked,  or  elles  thou  haddest 
that  thou  noldest  nat  han  had  ? '  *  Bight 
so  is  it,'  quod  I.  4C1 

'Thanne  desiredest  thou  the  presence 
of  that  oon  and  the  absence  of  that 
other ?'        'I  graunte  wel,'  quod  L 

'Forsothe,'    quod   she,   Hhan    nedeth 
ther  som-what  that  every  man  desireth  ? '  45 
*  Ye,  ther  nedeth,'  quod  L 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  and  he  that  hath 
lakke  or  nede  of  aught  nis  nat  in  evezy 
wey   suffisaunt   to   himself?'  'No,' 

quod  L  5* 

'  And  thou,'  quod  she,  '  in  al  the  plentee 
of  thy  richesses  haddest  thilke  lakke  of 
sufiisaunse  ? '        '  What  elles  ?'  quod  I 

'  Thanne  may  nat  richesses  maken  that 
a  man  nis  nedy,  ne  that  he  be  suffisaunt  55 
to  him-self ;  and  that  was  it  that  they 
bi-highten,  as  it  semeth.  And  eek  certes 
I  trowe,  that  this  be  gretly  to  considere, 
that  moneye  ne  hath  nat  in  his  owne 
kinde  that  it  ne  may  ben  bi-nomen  of  60 
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hem  that  han  it,  mangre  hem  ?'        *  I  bi- 
knowe  it  wel,'  quod  I. 

'  Why  sholdest  thou  nat  bi-knowen  it/ 
quod  she,  *  whan  eveiy  day  the  stronger 

65  folk  bi-nemen  it  fro  the  febler,  mangre 
hem  ?  For  whennes  comen  elles  alle  thise 
foreyno  complejntes  or  qnereles  of  plet- 
inges,  bnt  for  that  men  axon  ayein  here 
moneye  that  hath  ben  bi-nomen  hem  by 

70  force  or  by  gyle,  and  alwey  mangre 
hem  ? '        '  Right  so  is  it,'  qnod  I. 

*  Thetn,'  qnod  «he,  *  hath  a  man  nede 
to  seken  him  foreyne  helpe  by  whiche  he 
may  defende  his  moneye?'        'Who  may 

75  sey  nay  ? '  qnod  I. 

'  Certes,'  qnod  she  ;  *  and  him  nedede 
non  help,  yif  he  ne  hadde  no  moneye  that 
he  mighte  lesQ?'  'That  is  donteles,' 
qnod  I. 

So  <  Than  is  this  thinge  tomed  in-to  the 
contrarye,'  qtiod  she.  'For  richesses, 
that  men  wenen  sholde  make  snffisannce, 
they  maken  a  man  rather  han  nede  of 
foreyne  help  !     Which  is  the  manere  or 

^5  the  gyse,'  qnod  she,  '  that  richesse  may 

dryve  awey  nede  ?    Kiche  folk,  may  they 

neither  han   hnnger  ne  thnrst?    Thise 

'riche  men,  may  they  fele  no  cold  on  hir 

limes  on  winter?  Bnt  thon  wolt  answeren, 

90  that  riche  men  han  y-now  wher-with  they 
may  stannohen  hir  hnnger,  slaken  hir 
thnrst,  and  don  a-wey  cold.  In  this  wyse 
may  nede  be  oonnforted  by  richesses ; 
bnt  certes,  nede  ne  may  nat  al  ontrely 

95  ben  don  a-wey.  For  thongh  this  nede, 
that  is  alwey  gapinge  and  gredy,  be  fnl- 
fild  with  richesses,  and  axe  any  thing, 
yit  dwelleth  thanno  a  nede  that  mighte 
be  fhlfild.  I  holde  me  stiUe,  and  telle 
100  nat  how  that  litel  thing  snffiseth  to 
natnro ;  bnt  certes  to  avarice  y-nongh 
ne  snffiseth  no-thing.  For  sin  that  rich- 
esses ne  may  nat  al  don  awey  nede,  bnt 
richesses  maken  nede,  what  may  it  thanne 
105  be,  that  ye  wenen  that  richesses  mowen 
yeven  yon  snffisannce  ? 

Hktrb  III.     QuamvU  Jluente  diues  auri 
gurgitA, 

Al  were  it  so  that  a  riche  coveytons 
man  hadde  a  river  fletinge  al  of  gold,  yit 


sholde  it  never  stannchen  his  coveitise ; 
and  thongh  he  hadde  h.is  nekke  y- 
charged  with  precions  stones  of  the  redo  5 
see,  and  thongh  he  do  ere  his  feldes  plen- 
tivons  with  an  hundred  oxen,  never  no 
shal  his  bytinge  bisinesse  for-leten  him 
whyl  he  liveth,  ne  the  lighte  richesses  ne 
sholle  nat  beren  him  companjre  whan  he  ><) 
is  deed. 

Prose  IY.    Set  dignUaUa, 

Bnt  dignitees,  to  whom  they  ben  comen, 
maken  they  him  honorable  and  reverent  ? 
Han  they  nat  so  gret  strengthe,  that  they 
may  pntte  vertnes  in  the  hertes  of  folk 
that  nsen  the  lordshipes  of  hem  ?  Or  5 
elles  may  they  don  a-wey  the  vyces? 
Certes,  they  ne  be  nat  wont  to  don  awey 
wikkednesse,  bnt  they  ben  wont  rather 
to  shewen  wikkednesse.  And  ther-of 
comth  it  that  I  have  right  grete  desdejoi,  10 
that  dignitees  ben  yeven  ofte  to  wikked 
men;  for  which  thing  Gatnllns  doped 
a  consul  of  Home^  that  highte  Nonins« 
"postnm"  or  "boch";  <u  who  aeyth,  h4 
eleped  him  a  congregacioun  of  vycei  inhU  15 
brest,  (u  a  poHum  it  ful  of  corupcioufi, 
aX  were  this  Nonius  set  in  a  chayre  of 
dignitee.  Seest  thon  nat  thanne  how 
gret  vilenye  dignitees  don  to  wikked 
men  ?  Certes,  nnworthinesse  of  wikked  20 
men  sholde  be  the  lasso  y-sene,  yif  they 
nere  renomed  of  none  honours.  Certes, 
thon  thyself  ne  mightest  nat  ben  brought 
with  as  manye  perils  as  thon  mightest 
snffren  that  thon  woldest  beren  the  25 
magistrat  with  Decorat ;  that  is  to  aeyn, 
that  for  no  peril  that  mighte  h^aUen  thee 
by  oJJ^ence  of  the  king  Theodorike^  thou 
noldest  nai  be  felavoe  in  govemaunce  with 
Decorat ;  whan  thon  saye  that  he  hadde  y* 
wikked  corage  of  a  likerons  shrewe  and 
of  an  accnsor.  Ne  I  ne  may  nat,  for 
swiche  honours,  jugen  hem  worthy  of 
reverence,  that  I  dome  and  holde  un- 
worthy to  han  thilke  same  honours.  Now  55 
yif  thou  saye  a  man  that  were  fhlfild  of 
wisdom,  certes,  thou  ne  mightest  nat 
dome  that  he  were  unworthy  to  the 
honour,  or  elles  to  the  wisdom  of  which 
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40  he  is  folfild?'— »No,'  qnod  L— 'Cortes, 
dignitees,'  qnod  she,  *  apertienen  proprely 
to  vertu ;  and  vertu  transporteth  dignitee 
anon  to  thilke  man  to  -which  she  hir-self 
is  oonjoigned.      And  for  as   moche    as 

45  honours  of  poeple  ne  may  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  honoor,  it  is  wel  seyn  cleerly 
that  they  ne  han  no  propre  beautee  of 
dignitee.  And  yit  men  onghten  taken 
more  heed  in  this.    For  yif  it  so  be  that 

50  a  wikked  wight  be  so  mochel  the  fonlere 
and  the  more  out-cast,  that  he  is  despysed 
of  most  folk,  so  as  dignitee  ne  may  nat 
maken  shrewes  digne  of  reverence,  the 
which  shrewes  dignitee  sheveth  to  moche 

55  folk,  thanne  maketh  dignitee  shrewes 
rather  so  moche  more  despysed  than 
preysed ;  and  forsothe  nat  nnpnnisshed  : 
that  it  for  to  seyn,  that  threwea  revengen 
hem  ayeinward  up-^m  dignitees]  for  they 

60  yilden  ayein  to  dignitees  as  gret  gner- 
donn,  vhan  they  bi-spotten  and  defoolen 
dignitees  with  hir  vilenye.  And  for  as 
mochel  as  thou  mowe  knowe  that  thilke 
yerray  reverence  ne  may  nat  comen  by 

6$  thise  shadewy  transitorie  dignitees,  nn- 
dirstond  now  thus  :  yif  that  a  man  hadde 
nsed  and  had  many  maner  dignitees  of 
consnles,  and  were  comen  peraventnre 
amonge  strannge  nacionns,  sholde  thilke 

70  hononr  maken  him  worshipful  and  re- 
douted  of  straunge  folk?  Certes,  yif 
that  honour  of  poeple  were  a  naturel 
yift  to  dignitees,  it  ne  mighte  never 
cesen  nowher  amonges  no  maner  folk  to 

75  don  his  office,  right  as  fyr  in  every  con- 
tree  ne  stinteth  nat  to  eschaufen  and 
to  ben  hoot.  But  for  as  moche  as  for 
to  ben  holden  honourable  or  reverent 
ne  Cometh  nat   to  folk  of  hir  propre 

So  strengthe  of  nature,  but  only  of  the  false 
opinioun  of  folk,  that  it  to  ssyn,  that  wenen 
that  digniteet  maken  folk  digne  of  honour  ,* 
anon  therfore  whan  that  they  comen 
theivas  folk  ne  knowen  nat  thilke  digni- 

85  tees,  hir  honours  vanisshen  awey,  and 
that  anon.  But  that  is  amonges  straunge 
folk,  mayst  thou  seyn  ;  but  amonges  hem 
ther  they  weren  bom,  ne  duren  nat 
thilke  dignitees  alwey  ?    Certes,  the  dig- 

90iiitee  of  the   provostrie   of  Rome  was 


whylom  a  gret  power ;  now  is  it  nothing 
but  an  ydel  name,  and  the  rente  of  the 
senatorie  a  gret  charge.  And  yif  a  wight 
whylom  hadde  the  office  to  taken  hede  to 
the  vitalles  of  the  i>oeple,  as  of  com  and  95 
other  thinges,  he  was  holden  amonges 
grete ;  but  what  thing  is  now  more  out- 
cast thanne  thilke  provostrie?  And,  as 
I  have  seyd  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  thilke 
thing  that  hath  no  propre  beautee  of  100 
him-self  receiveth  som-t3ane  prys  and 
shyninge,  and  som-tyme  leseth  it  by  the 
opinioun  of  usaunoes.  Now  yif  that  dig- 
nitees thanne  ne  mowen  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  reverence,  and  yif  that  dignitees  105 
wexen  foule  of  hir  wille  by  the  filthe  of 
shrewes,  and  yif  that  dignitees  lesen  hir 
shyninge  by  ohaunginge  of  tymes,  and 
yif  they  wexen  foule  hy  estimacioun  of 
poeple  :  what  is  it  that  they  han  in  hem-  no 
self  of  beautee  that  oughte  ben  desired  ? 
at  who  teyth,  non ;  thanne  ne  mowen 
they  yeven  no  beautee  of  dignitee  to  non 
other. 

Hktub  IY.     Q^amvit  «8,  Tgrio  tuperhttt 

ottro, 

Al  be  it  so  that  the  proude  Nero,  with 
alle  his  wode  luxurie,  kembde  him  and 
aporailede  him  with  faire  purpres  of 
Tirie,  and  with  whjrte  perles,  algates  yit 
throf  he  hatefhl  to  alle  folk  :  thit  it  to  s 
teifn,  that  al  toat  he  heJutted  of  aUe  folk. 
Yit  this  wikked  Nero  hadde  gret  lordthip^ 
and  yaf  whylom  to  the  reverents  sena- 
tours  the  unworshipful  setes  of  dignitees. 
Umoorthipful  tetet  he  cUpeth  here,  for  that  xo 
Nero,  that  icat  to  wikked,  yaf  tho  dignUeet. 
Who-so  wolde  thanne  resonably  wenen, 
that  blisfhlnesse  were  in  swiche  honours 
as  ben  yeven  by  vicious  shrewes  ? 

Prosb  y.   An  uero  regna  regumque 
familiaritat. 

But  regnes  and  familiaritees  of  kinges, 
may  they  maken  a  man  to  ben  mighty  ? 
How  elles,  whan  hir  blisfulnesse  dureth 
perpetuely  ?  But  certes,  the  olde  age  of 
tyme  passed,  and  eek  of  present  tyme  5 
now,    is   iul   of  ensaumples   how   that 
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kinges  ben  ohAimged  in-to  wreoohednesse 
out  of  hir  welefiilnesse.  O  !  a  noble  things 
and  a  cleer  thing  is  power,  that  is  nat 

ID  fonnden  mighty  to  kepen  it-self !  And 
yif  that  power  of  reaumes  be  anctonr  and 
maker  of  blisfolnesse,  yif  thilke  i>ower 
lakketh  on  any  qyde,  amennseth  it  nat 
thilke     blisfulnesse     and     bringeth     in 

15  wrecchednesse  ?  But  yit,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  reanmes  of  mankinde  strecchen 
brode,  yit  mot  ther  nede  ben  moche  folk, 
over  whiche  that  every  king  ne  hath  no 
lordshipe  ne  comaondement.  And  oertes, 

90  np-on  thilke  syde  that  power  fJEuleth, 
which  that  maketh  folk  blisitd,  right 
on  that  same  9yde  noun-power  entreth 
nnder-nothe,  that  maketh  hem  wrecches  ; 
in  this  manere  thanne  moten  kinges  han 

25  more  xK>rcionn  of  wrecchednesse  than  of 
welefnlnesse.  A  tyrannt,  that  teas  king 
of  Sisile^  that  hadde  assayed  the  peril 
of  his  estat,  shewede  by  similitude  the 
dredes  of  reaumes  by  gastnesse  of  a  swerd 

30  that  heng  over  the  heved  of  hitfamilier. 
What  thing  is  thanne  this  power,  that 
may  nat  don  awey  the  bytinges  of  bisi- 
nesse,  ne  eschewe  the  prikkes  of  drede  ? 
And  certes,   yit  wolden    they  liven    in 

35  sikemesse,  but  they  may  nat ;  and  yit 
they  glorifye  hem  in  hir  power.  Holdest 
thou  thanne  that  thilke  man  be  mighty, 
that  thou  seest  that  he  wolde  don  that 
he  may  nat  don?     And  boldest    thou 

40  thanne  him  a  mighty  man,  that  hath 
envirownede  his  sydes  with  men  of  armes 
or  serjaunts,  and  dredeth  more  hem  that 
he  maketh  agast  than  they  dreden  him, 
and  that  is  put  in  the  handes  of  his 

45  servannts  for  he  sholde  seme  mighty? 
But  of  familieres  or  servaunts  of  kinges 
what  sholde  I  telle  thee  anything,  sin 
that  I  myself  have  shewed  thee  that 
reaumes  hem-self  ben  ful  of  gret  feblesse? 

50  The  whioho  familieres,  certes,  the  ryal 
IK>wer  of  kinges,  in  hool  estat  and  in 
estat  abated,  tvd  ofbe  throweth  adown. 
Nero  constreynede  Senek,  his  familier 
and  his  mayster,  to  chesen  on  what  deeth 

55  he  wolde  deyen.  Antonius  comaundede 
that  knightes  slowen  with  hir  swerdes 
Papinian   hit  familier^  which  Papinian 


hadde  ben  longe  tyme  Ail  mighty 
amonges  hem  of  the  court.  And  yit, 
certes,  they  wolden  bothe  han  renounced  6u 
hir  power;  of  whiche  two  Senek  en- 
foroede  him  to  yeven  to  Nero  his  rich- 
esses,  and  also  to  han  gon  in-to  solitarie 
exiL  But  whan  the  grete  weighte,  that 
it  to  teyn^  of  lordet  power  or  of  fortwns^  65 
draweth  hem  that  shullen  faUe,  neither 
of  hem  ne  mighte  do  that  he  wolde. 
What  thing  is  thanne  thilke  power,  that 
though  men  han  it,  jrit  they  ben  agast ; 
and  whanne  thou  woldest  han  it,  thou  70 
nart  nat  siker ;  and  yif  thou  woldest 
forleten  it,  thou  mayst  nat  esc^uen  it? 
But  whether  swiche  men  ben  frendes 
at  nede,  as  ben  conseyled  by  fortune  and 
nat  by  vertn?  Certes,  swiche  folk  as  js 
weleful  fortune  maketh  freendes,  oon- 
trariouB  fortune  mi^eth  hem  enemys. 
And  what  pestilence  is  more  mighty  for 
to  anoye  a  wight  than  a  familier  enemy  ? 

If  KTHK  y.     Qui  te  uolet  ette  potentem, 

Who-so  wol  be  mighty,  he  mot  daunten 
his  cruel  oorage,  ne  putte  nat  his  nekke, 
overcomen,  under  the  foulo  rcjnies  of 
lecherye.  For  al-be-it  so  that  thy  lord- 
shipe strecche  so  fer,  that  the  contree  5 
of  Inde  quaketh  at  thy  comaundements 
or  at  thy  lawes,  and  that  the  last  tl«  in 
the  tetj  that  hight  Tyle,  be  thral  to  thee, 
yit,  yif  thou  mayst  nat  puttcn  awey  thy 
foule  derke  desyrs,  and  dryven  out  fro  10 
thee  wrecched  complaintes,  certes,  it  nis 
no  power  that  thou  hast, 

Prosk  yi.    Gloria  uero  quam  fallax  taepe^ 

But  glorie,  how  deceivable  and  how 
foul  is  it  ofte !  For  which  thing  nat 
unskilfully  a  tragedien,  that  it  to  teyn, 
a  mercer  of  diteet  that  highten  tragediet, 
cryde  and  seide  :  "  O  glorie,  glorie,"  quod  5 
he,  "  thou  art  nothing  elles  to  thousandes 
of  folkes  but  a  greet  sweller  of  ores !" 
For  manye  han  had  ful  greet  renoun  by 
the  false  opinioun  of  the  i>oeple,  and  what 
thing  mayben  thought  fouler  than  swiche  10 
prey  singe?  For  thilke  folk  that  ben 
preysed  falsly,  they  moten   nodes   han 
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sliRme  of  hir  preysinges.  And  yif  that 
folk  han  geten  hem  thonk  or  preysinge 
15  by  hir  desertes,  what  thing  hath  thilke 
prys  eched  or  encresed  to  the  conscience 
of  y^yse  folk,  that  mesnren  hir  good, 
nat  by  the  nunoor  of  the  poeple,  but 
by  the  soothfastnesse  of  conscience  ?  And 
90  yif  it  seme  a  fair  thing,  a  man  to  han 
encresed  and  spred  his  name,  than  fol- 
weth  it  that  it  is  demed  to  ben  a  fool 
thing,  yif  it  ne  be  y<«prad  and  encresed. 
Bat,  as  I  seyde  a  litel  her-bifom  that,  sin 

25  ther  mot  nedes  ben  many  folk,  to  whiche 
folk  the  renonn  of  a  man  ne  may  nat 
comen,  it  befalleth  that  he,  that  thou 
wenest  be  glorious  and  renomed,  semeth 
in  the  nexte  partie  of  the  erthes  to  ben 

yt  with-onte  glorie  and  with-onte  renonn. 

And  oertes,  amonges  thise  thinges  I  ne 

trowe  nat  that  the  prys  and  grace  of  the 

poeple  nis  neither  worthy  to   ben    re- 

membred,  ne  cometh  of  wyse  jngement, 

35  ne  is  ferme  perdnrably.  But  now,  of  this 
name  of  gentilesse,  what  man  is  it  that 
ne  may  wel  seen  how  veyn  and  how 
flittinge  a  thing  it  is  ?  For  yif  the  name 
of  gentilesse  be  referred  to  renonn  and 

40  cleemesse  of  linage,  thanne  is  gen  til  name 
but  a  foreine  thing,  that  it  to  teyn,  to  hem 
that  gloriJi/m  hem  of  hir  linage.  For  it 
semeth  that  gentilesse  be  a  manor  pr^- 
singe  that  comth  of  the  deserte  of  an- 

45  cestresL  And  yif  prejrsinge  maketh 
gentilesse,  thanne  moten  they  nedes  be 
gentil  that  ben  preysed.  For  which  thing 
it  folweth,  that  yif  thoa  ne  have  no 
gentilesse  of  thy-self,  that  ia  to  eeyn,  pretfm 

50  thai  eonUh  <^thy  deterte,  foreine  gentilesse 
ne  maketh  thee  nat  gentH  But  oertes, 
yif  ther  be  any  good  in  gentilesse,  I  trowe 
it  be  al-only  this,  that  it  semeth  as  that 
a  maner  neoessitee  be  imposed  to  gentil 

55  men,  for  that  they  ne  sholden  nat  ont- 
rayen  or  forliven  fro  the  virtaes  of  hir 
noble  kinrede. 

Metbi  YL     Omne  homiwum  gemu  in 
terrie. 

Al  the  linage  of  men  that  ben  in  erthe 
ben  of  semblable  birthe.  On  allone  is 
fader  of  thinges.    On  allone  ministreth 


alle  thinges.  He  yaf  to  the  Sonne  hise 
hemes ;  he  yaf  to  the  mono  hir  homes.  5 
He  yaf  the  men  to  the  erthe ;  he  yaf  the 
sterres  to  the  hevene.  He  encloseth  with 
membres  the  sonles  that  comen  fro  his 
hye  sete.  Thanne  comen  alle  mortal  folk 
of  noble  sede  ;  why  noisen  ye  or  bosten  of  10 
yonre  eldres?  For  yif  thou  loke  your 
biginninge,  and  god  your  auctor  and  your 
maker,  thanne  nis  ther  no  forlived  wight, 
but-yif  he  norisshe  his  oorage  un-to  vyces, 
and  forlete  his  propre  burthe.  *5 

Prose  VII.    Quid  atOem  de  corporis 
tioluptatibue. 

But  what  shal  I  seye  of  delices  of  body , 
of  whiche  delices  the  desiringes  ben  ful 
of  anguissh,  and  the  fulfillinges  of  hem 
ben  fnl  of  penaunce?    How  greet  syk- 
nesse  and  how  grete  sorwes  nnsu£ferable,  5 
right  as  a  maner  fruit  of  wikkednesse, 
ben  thilke  delices  wont  to  bringen  to  th^ 
bodies  of  folk  that  nsen  hem !   Of  whiche 
delices  I  not  what  joye  may  ben  had  of 
hir  moeyinge.    But  this  wot  I  wel,  that  10 
who-so-ever  wole  remembren  him  of  hise 
Insures,  he  shal  wel  understonde  that 
the  issues  of  delices  ben  sorwfdl   and 
sorye.     And  yif  thilke  delices  mowen 
maken  folk  blisful,  than  by  the  same  15 
cause  moten  thise  bestes  ben  cleped  blis- 
ful ;  of  whiche  bestes  al  the  entencioun 
hasteth  to  fnlfiUe  hir  bodily  jolitee.   And 
the  gladnesse  of  wyf  and  children  were 
an  honest  thing,  but  it  hath  ben  seyd  20 
that  it  is  over  muchel  ayeins  kinde,  that 
children  han  ben  fonnden  tormentonrs  to 
hir  fadres,  I  not  how  manye  :  of  whiche 
children  how  bytinge  is  eveiy  oondicioun, 
it  nedeth  nat  to  tellen  it  thee,  that  hast  25 
or  this  tyme  assayed  it,  and  art  yit  now 
anguissous.    In  this  approve  I  the  sen- 
tence of  my  disciple  Euripidis,  that  seyde, 
that "  he  that  hath  no  children  is  weleful 
by  infortune."  y> 

Hktre  YIL    Habet  omnie  hoe  uoluptat, 

Sveiy  delyt  hath  this,  that  it  anguissheth 
hem  with  prikkes  that  usen  it.  It  re- 
sembleth  to  thise  flyinge  flyes  that  we 
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clepen  been,  that,  after  that  he  hath  shad 

5  hise  a^eable  honies,  he  fleeth  awey,  and 

stingeth  the  hertes,  of  hem  that  ben 

y-smite,  with  bytinge  overlonge  holdinge. 

Prosb  YIII.    Nihil  igitur  dubium  ut. 

Now  is  it  no  doate  thanne  that  thise 
weyes  ne  ben  a  maner  misledinges  to 
blisfHilnesse,  ne  that  they  ne  mowe  nat 
leden  folk  thider  as  they  biheten  to  leden 
5  horn.  But  with  how  grete  harmes  thise 
foneyde  weyes  ben  enlaced,  I  shal  shewe 
thee  shortly.  Por^why  yif  thon  enforcest 
thee  to  asemble  moneye,  thon  most  bi- 
reven  him  his  mtmeye  that  hath  it.     And 

ID  yif  thon  wolt  shynen  with  dignitees,  thon 
most  bisechen  and  sapplien  hem  that 
yeven  tho  dignitees.  And  yif  thon  covei- 
test  by  honour  to  gon  bifom  other  folk, 
thou  shalt  defoule  thy-self  thomgh  hum- 

1 5  blesse  of  azinge.  Yif  thou  desirest  power, 
thou  shalt  by  awaytes  of  thy  subgits 
anoyously  ben  cast  under  manye  periles. 
Axest  thou  glorie?  Thou  shalt  ben  so 
destrat  by  aspre  thinges  that  thou  shalt 

ao  forgoon  sikemesse.  And  yif  thou  wolt 
leden  thy  l3rf  in  delices,  every  wight  shal 
desptsen  thee  and  forleten  thee,  as  thou 
that  art  thral  to  thing  that  is  right  foul 
and  brotel ;  that  is  to  seyn,  servaunt  to 

25  thy  body.  Now  is  it  thanne  wel  seen, 
how  litel  and  how  brotel  possessioun  thoy 
ooveiten,  that  putten  the  goodes  of  tho 
body  aboven  hir  owne  resoun.  For  mayst 
thou  sormounten  thise  olifaunts  in  gret- 

30  nesse  or  weight  of  body  ?  Or  mayst  thou 
ben  stronger  than  the  bole  ?  Hayst  thou 
ben  swifter  than  the  tygre  ?  Bihold  the 
spaces  and  the  stablenesse  and  the  swifte 
cours  of  the  hevene,  and  stint  som-tyme 

35  to  wondren  on  foule  thinges ;  the  which 
hevene,  oertes,  nis  nat  rather  for  thise 
thinges  to  ben  wondred  up-on,  than  for 
the  resoun  by  which  it  is  governed.  But 
the  shyning  of  thy  forme,  that  ia  to  Myn, 

40  the  heatUee  of  thy  body,  how  swiftly  pass- 
ings is  it,  and  how  transitorie ;  certes,  it 
is  more  flittinge  than  the  mutabilitee  of 
flowers  of  the  somer-sesoun.  For  so  Aris- 
totle telleth,  that  yif  that  men  hadden 


eyen  of  a  beest  that  highte  lynx,  so  that  45 
the  lokinge  of  folk  mighteperoen  thorugh 
the  thinges  that  with-stonden  it,  who-so 
loked  thanne  in  the  entrailes  of  the  body 
of  Alcibiades,  that  was  ftil  fajrr  in  the 
superfice  with-oute,  it  shold  seme  right  50 
fouL     And  forthy,  yif  thou  semest  fayr, 
thy  nature  maketh  nat  that,  but  the 
desceivaunce  of  the  feblesse  of  the  eyen 
that  loken.    But  preyse  the  goodes  of  the 
body  as  mochel  as  ever  thee  list ;  so  that  55 
thou  knowe  algates  that,  what-so  it  be, 
tJuU  ia  to  seyn,  of  the  goodea  of  thy  body, 
which  that  thou  wondrest  up-on,  may 
ben  destroyed  or  dissolved  by  the  hete  of 
a  fevere  of  three  dayes.     Of  alle  whicho  60 
forseyde    thinges  I    may   reducen    this 
shortly  in  a  somme,  that  thise  worldly 
goodes,  whiche  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven 
that  they  biheten,  ne  ben  nat  parfit  by 
the  congregacioun  of  alle  goodes ;  that  6$ 
they  ne  ben  nat  weyes  ne  pathos  that 
bringen  men  to  blisfulnesse,  ne  maken 
men  to  ben  blisftiL 

MvntB  YIII.    Eheu  !  quae  miaeroa 
tramite  deuioa. 

Alias !  which  folye  and  which  igno- 
raunoe  misledeth  wandringe  wrecches 
fro  the  path  of  verray  goode  !  Certes, 
ye  ne  seken  no  gold  in  grene  trees,  ne  ye 
ne  gaderen  nat  precious  stones  in  the  5 
vynes,  ne  ye  ne  hyden  nat  your  ginnes 
in  the  hye  mountaignes  to  oacchen  flsh 
of  whiche  ye  may  maken  riohe  festes. 
And  yif  yow  lyketh  to  hunte  to  roes,  ye 
ne  gon  nat  to  the  fordes  of  the  water  that  10 
highte  Tyrene.  And  over  this,  men 
knowen  wel  the  czykes  and  the  cavemes 
of  the  see  y-hid  in  the  flodes,  and  knowen 
eek  which  water  is  most  ^entivous  of 
whyte  perles,  and  knowen  which  water  15 
haboundeth  most  of  rede  purpre,  that  ia  to 
teyn,  of  a  maner  ahelle-flah  toUh  toMeh  men 
dyen  purpre  ;  and  knowen  which  strondes 
habounden  most  with  tendre  flsshes,  or  of 
sharpe  iisshes  that  highten  echines.  But  jo 
folk  suffren  hem-self  to  ben  so  blinde, 
that  hem  ne  reccheth  nat  to  knowe  where 
thilke  goodes  ben  y-hid  whiche  that  they 
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coveiten,  bat  ploongen  hexa  in  erthe  and 
»5  wken  there  thilke  good  that  sormonnteth 
the  hevene  that  bereth  the  sterres.  What 
preyere  may  I  maken  that  be  digne  to 
the  nyce  thooghtes  of  men  ?  Bat  I  preye 
that  they  ooveiten  riohesse  and  honoors, 
50  so  that,  whan  they  han  geten  tho  fahro 
goodes  with  greet  travaile,  that  ther-by 
they  mowe  knowen  the  yerray  goodes. 


Fkosk  IX.    Haetenua  tiiendacit /ormam. 

It  sof^seth  that  I  have  shewed  hider-to 
the  forme  of  false  welefolnesse,  so  that, 
yif  thoa  loke  now  cleerly,  the  order  of 
myn  entencioon  reqaireth  from  hennes- 

5  forth  to  shewen  thee  the  verray  welefol- 
nesse.*  '  For  sothe,'  qaod  I,  *  I  see  wel 
now  that  snffisannoe  may  nat  oomen  by 
richesses,  ne  power  by  reames,  ne  rever- 
ence by  dignitees,  ne  gentilesse  by  glorie, 

10  ne  joye  by  delices.' 

*  And  hast  thoa  wel  knowen  the  causes,' 
quod  she,  *why  it  is?'  ^Certes,  me 
semeth,'  qaod  I,  *  that  I  see  hem  right  as 
thoogh  it  were  thoragh  a  litel  clifte ;  bat 

15  me  were  lever  knowen  hem  more  openly 
of  thee.' 

*  Certes,'  qaod  she,  *  the  resoan  is  al 
redy.  For  thilke  thing  that  simply  is 
o  thing,  with-oaten  any  devisioan,  the 

JO  erroor  and  folye  of  mankinde  departeth 
and  devydeth  it,  and  misledeth  it  and 
transporteth  from  verray  and  parfit  good 
to  goodes  that  ben  false  and  nnparflt. 
Bat  sey  me  this.    Wenest  thoa  that  he, 

25  that  hath  nede  of  power,  that  him  ne 
lakketh  no-thing  ? '        '  Nay,'  qaod  L 

*  Cortes,'  qaod  she,  *  thoa  seyst  a-right. 
For  yif  so  be  that  ther  is  a  thing,  that  in 
any  partye  be  febler  of  power,  certes,  as 

30  in  that,  it  mot  nedes  ben  nedy  of  foroine 
help.'        *  Bight  so  is  it,'  qaod  I. 

*  Saffisaanoe  and  x>owor  ben  thanne  of 
o  kinde  ? '        *  So  semeth  it,'  qaod  I. 

*And  demest  thoa,'  qaod  she,  'that 

35  a  thing  that  is  of  this  manere,  that  it  to 

teyn,  tuffimunt  and  mighty,  oaghte  ben 

despysed,  or  elles  that  it  bo  right  digne  of 

reverence  aboven  alio  thinges  ? '    *  Certes, ' 


qaod  I,  '  it  nis  no  donte,  that  it  is  right 
worthy  to  ben  reverenced.'  ^q 

'Lat  as,'  quod  she,  'adden  thanne 
reverence  to  soifisaance  and  to  power,  so 
that  we  demen  that  thise  three  thinges 
ben  al  o  thing.'  '  Certes,'  qaod  I,  '  lat  us 
adden  it,  yif  we  wolen  graanten  the  sothe.'  45 

'What  demest  thou   thanne?'    qaod 
she ;  '  is  that  a  derk  thing  and  nat  noble, 
that  ia  tuffiaaunt,  rtvererU^  and  mighty^  or 
elles  that  it  is  right  noble  and   right 
deer  by  celebritee  of  renoan  ?    Consider  50 
thanne,'  qaod  she,  '  as  we  han  graonted 
her-bifom,  that  he  that  ne  hath  nede  of 
no-thing,  and  is  most  mighty  and  most 
digne  of  honour,  yif  him  nedeth  any 
cleemesse  of  renoan,  which  deemesse  he  55 
mighte  nat  graanten  of  him-self,  so  that, 
for  lakke  of  thilke  cleemesse,  he  mighte 
seme  the  febeler  on  any  syde  or  the  more 
out-cast?'    Glose.  Thi»  ia  to  aeyn,  nay; 
for  voho-ao  that  ia  auffiaaunt,  mighty,  and  60 
reverent,  cleemeaaa  cfrenounfoluxihoftha 
foraeyde  ihingea;  he  hath  it  al  redy  of  hia 
auffiaaunee,        Boece,  'I  may  nat,'  quod 
I,  '  denye  it ;  but  I  mot  graunte  as  it  is, 
that  this  thing  be  right  celebrable  by  65 
cleemesse  of  renoun  and  noblesse. ' 

'  Thanne  folweth  it,'  quod  she,  '  that  we 
adden  cleemesse  of  renoan  to  the  three 
forseydo   thinges,  so  that    ther   ne   be 
amongos  hem  no  difference  ? '       '  This  is  70 
a  consequence,'  quod  I. 

'  This  thing  thanne,'  quod  she, '  that  ne 
hath  nede  of  no  foreine  thing,  and  that 
may  don  alle  thinges  by  hise  strengthes, 
and  that  is  noble  and  honourable,  nis  nat  75 
that  a  mery  thing  and  a  joyfttl  ? '  '  But 
whennM,'  quod  I, '  that  any  sorwe  mighte 
comen  to  this  thing  that  is  swiche,  certes, 
I  may  nat  thinke.' 

'  Thanne  moten  we  graunte,'  quod  she,  80 
'  that  this  thing  be  ful  of  gladnesse,  yif 
the  forseyde  thinges  ben  sothe;  and 
certes,  also  mote  wo  graunten  that  saffi- 
saanoe, power,  noblesse,  reverence,  and 
gladnesse  ben  only  dyverse  by  names,  but  85 
hir  substaunce  hath  no  diversitee. '  '  It 
mot  needly  been  so,*  quod  I. 

*  Thilke  thing  thanne,'  quod  she, '  that 
is  oon  and  simple  in  his  nature,  tho 
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90  wikkednesse  of  men  departeth  it  and 
devydetli  it ;  and  whan  they  enforcen 
hem  to  geten  partye  of  a  thin^  that  ne 
hath  no  part,  they  ne  geten  hem  neither 
thilke  partye  that  nis  non,  ne  the  thing 

95  al  hool  that  they  ne  desire  nat/  *  In 
which  manere  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Thilke  man,'  qnod  she,  *  that  secheth 
richesses  to  fleen  povertee,  he  ne  tra* 
vaileth  him  nat  for  to  gete  power  ;  for  he 

100  hath  lever  ben  derk  and  vyl ;  and  eek 
withdraweth  from  himnself  many  natnrel 
delyts,  for  he  nolde  lese  the  moneye  that 
he  hath  assembled.  But  certes,  in  this 
manere  he  ne  geteth  him  nat  snffisannoe 

105  that  power  forleteth,  and  that  molestie 
prikketh,  and  that  filthe  maketh  out-cast, 
and  that  derkenesse  hydeth.  And  oertes, 
he  that  desireth  only  power,  he  wasteth 
and  scatereth   richesse,   and  despyseth 

110  delyts,  and  eek  honour  that  is  with-oute 
power,  ne  he  ne  preyseth  glorie  no-thing. 
Certes,  thus  seest  thou  wel,  that  manye 
thinges  faylen  to  him ;  for  he  hath  som- 
tyme  defaute  of  many  necessitees,  and 

1 15  many  angxiisshes  byten  him ;  and  whan 
he  ne  may  nat  don  tho  defautes  a-wey,  he 
forleteth  to  ben  mighty,  and  that  is  the 
thing  that  he  most  desireth.  And  right 
thus  may  I  maken  semblable  resonns  of 

lao  honours,  and  of  glorie,  and  of  delyts. 
For  so  as  every  of  thise  forseyde  thinges 
is  the  same  that  thise  other  thinges  ben, 
that  is  to  9eyn,  al  oon  thing^  who-so  that 
ever  seketh  to  geten  that  oon  of  thise, 

135  and  nat  that  other,  he  ne  geteth  nat  that 

he  desireth.'        Boece.  *  What  se3r8t  thou 

thanne,  yif  that  a  man  coveiteth  to  geten 

alle  thise  thinges  to-gider  ?  * 

Philosophic.     ^Certes,'  quod    she,    *I 

130  wolde  seye,  that  he  wolde  geten  him 
sovereyn  blisfulnesse ;  but  that  shal  he 
nat  finde  in  tho  thinges  that  I  have 
shewed,  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven  that 
they  beheten.'       *  Certes,  no,'  quod  I. 

135  '  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  ne  sholden  men 
nat  by  no  wey  seken  blisfulnesse  inswiche 
thinges  as  men  wene  that  they  ne  mowen 
yeven  but  o  thing  senglely  of  alle  that 
men  seken.*         '  I  graunte  wel,'  quod  I ; 

140  <  ne  no  sother  thing  ne  may  ben  sayd. ' 


^  Now  hast  thou  thanne,'  quod  she,  'the 
forme  and  the  causes  of  false  weleful- 
nesse.  Now  tome  and  flitte  the  eyen 
of  thy  thought ;  for  ther  slialt  thou 
seen  anon  thilke  verray  blisfulnesse  that  145 
I  have  bihight  thee.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I, 
*  it  is  cleer  and  open,  thogh  it  were  to 
a  blinde  man  ;  and  that  shewedest  thou 
me  ful  wel  a  litel  her-bifom,  whan  thou 
enforcedest  thee  to  shewe  me  the  causes  150 
of  the  false  blisfulnesse.  For  but-jrif  I 
be  bigyled,  thanne  is  thilke  the  verray 
blisfulnesse  parfit,  that  parfitly  maketh 
a  man  sufflsaunt,  mighty,  honourable, 
noble,  and  ful  of  gladnesse.  And,  for  155 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that  I  have  wel 
understonden  thise  thinges  with-in  my 
herte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thilke  blisful- 
nesse, that  may  verrayly  yeven  oon  of 
the  forseyde  thinges,  sin  they  ben  al  oon,  160 
I  knowe,  douteles,  that  thilke  thing  is 
the  fHille  blisftilnesse.' 

*  O    my   none,'    quod    she,    *  by    this 
opinioun  I  seye  that  thou  art  blisful,  yif 
thou  putte  this  ther-to  that  I  shal  aeyn.^  165 
'What  is  that?'  quod  I. 

*  Trowest  thou  that  ther  be  any  thing 
in  thise  erthely  mortal  toumbling  thinges 
that  may  bringen  this  estat  ? '  '  Certes,' 
qnod  I,  'I  trowe  it  naught;  and  thou  170 
hast  shewed  me  wel  that  over  thilke  good 
ther  nis  no-thing  more  to  ben  desired.' 

'  Thise  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  *  that 
is  to  tey^  erthely  sujffUaunce  and  power  and 
stoiche  thinges^  either  they  semen  lyke-  175 
nesses  of  verray  good,  or  elles  it  semeth 
that  they  yeve  to  mortal  folk  a  maner  of 
goodes  that  ne  ben  nat  parfit ;  but  thilke 
good  that  is  verray  and  parfit,  that  may 
they  nat  yeven.*  '  I  acordo  me  wel,'  180 
quod  I. 

'  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  for  as  mochel  as 
thou  hast  knowen  which  is  thilke  verray 
blisfulnesse,  and  eek  whiche  thilke 
thinges  ben  that  lyen  falsly  blisfulnesse,  185 
that  is  to  Jfyn,  t?uU  by  deceits  semen  verray 
goodeSf  now  behoveth  thee  to  knowo 
whennes  and  where  thou  mowe  seku 
thilke  verray  blisfulnesse.'  '  Certes,' 
quod  I,  *  that  desire  I  greetly,  and  have  190 
abiden  longe  tyme  to  herknen  it.' 


Q0oet9tu0.    Qgfooft  in:  (pvo^t  x. 


165 


*  Bat  for  as  moche,'  quod  she,  *  as  it 
lyketh  to  my  disciple  Plato,  in  his  book  of 
'*  in  limeo,"  that  in  right  litel  thinges 

195  men  sholden  biseohen  the  help  of  god, 
what  jagest  thou  that  be  now  to  done,  so 
that  we  may  deserve  to  finde  the  sete  of 
thilke  verray  good  ? '  *  Certes,'  quod  I, 
'■  I  deme  that  we  shollen  depen  the  flEKler 

joo  of  alio  goodes ;  for  with-oaten  him  nis 
ther  no-thing  foonden  a-right.' 

'  Thoa  seyst  a-right,'  quod  she ;  and 
bigan  anon  to  singen  right  thus : — 


Mbtrb  IX.    O  qui  perpetua  mundum 
ratione  gubenuu, 

'  O  thou  &der,  creator  of  hevene  and  of 
erthes,  that  govemest  this  world  by  per* 
durable  resoun,  that  oomaundest  the 
tymes  to  gon  from  sin  that  age  hadde 
5  beginninge;  thou  tha&  dwellest  thy-self 
ay  stedeiast  and  stable>  and  yevest  alle 
othre  thinges  to  ben  moeved  ;  ne  foreine 
causes  necesseden  thee  never  to  oompoune 
werk  of  floteringe  matere,  but  only  the 

10  forme  of  soverein  good  y-set  with-in  thee 
with-oute  envye,  that  moevede  thee  freely. 
Thou  that  art  alder-fayrest,  beringe  the 
faire  world  in  thy  thought,  formedest 
this  world  to  the  lyknesse  semblable  of 

15  that  faire  world  in  thy  thought.  Thou 
drawest  al  thing  of  thy  soverein  en- 
saumpler,  and  oomaundest  that  this 
world,  parfitlic^e  y-maked,  have  freely 
and  absolut    his   parfit  parties.      Thou 

so  bindest  the  elements  by  noumbres  pro- 
porcionables,  that  the  colde  thinges 
mowen  acorden  with  the  bote  thinges, 
and  the  drye  thinges  with  the  moiste 
thinges ;  that  the  iyr,  that  is  purest,  ne 

<5  flee  nat  over  hye,  ne  that  the  hevinesse 
ne  drawe  nat  adoun  over-lowe  the  erthes 
that  ben  plounged  in  the  wateres.  Thou 
knittest  to-gider  the  mene  sowle  of  treble 
kinde,  moevinge  alle   thinges,  and  de- 

30  vydest  it  by  membres  aoordinge ;  and 
whan  it  is  thus  devyded,  it  hath  asembled 
a  moevinge  in-to  two  roundes ;  it  goth  to 
tome  ayein  to  him-self,  and  envirouneth 
a  ful  deep   thought,    and    tometh   the 


hevene  by  semblable  image.     Thou  by  55 
evene-lyke  causes  enhansest  the  sowles 
and  the  lasse  Ij^es,  and,  ablinge  hem 
heye  by  lighte  cartes,  thou  sowest  hem 
in-to  hevene  and  in-to  erthe  ,*  and  whan 
they  ben  converted  to  thee  by  thy  be-  40 
nigne  lawe,  thou  makest  hem  retome 
ayein  to  thee  by  ayein-ledinge  fyr.     O 
fader,  yive  thou  to  the  thought  to  styen  up 
in-to  Uiy  streite  sete,  and  graunte  him  to 
enviroune  the  welle  of  good ;   and,  the  45 
lighte  y-founde,  graunte  him  to  fichen  the 
dere  sightes  of  his  corage  in  thee.    And 
scaterthou  andto-breke  thou  the  weightes 
and  the  cloudes  of  erthely  hevinesse,  and 
shyne  thou  by  thy  brightnesse.    For  thou  50 
art  deemesse ;  thou  art  peysible  reste  to 
debonaire  folk ;  thou  thy-self  art  bigin- 
ninge,  berer,  leder,  path,  and  terme  ;  to 
loke  on  thee,  that  is  our  ende. 

Probe  X.     Quoniam  igitur  quae  sit 
imperfecti. 

For  as  moche  thanne  as  thou  hast  seyn, 
which  is  the  forme  of  good  that  nis  nat 
pcurfit,  and  which  is  the  forme  of  good  that 
is  parfit,  now  trowe  I  that  it  were  good  to 
shewe  in  what  this  perfeccioun  of  blisful-  5 
nesse  is  set.  And  in  this  thing,  I  trowe 
that  we  sholden  first  enquere  for  to  witen, 
yif  that  any  swiche  manor  good  as  thilke 
good  that  thou  hast  diflinisshed  a  litel 
heer-bifom,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good^  10 
may  ben  founde  in  the  nature  of  thinges ; 
for  that  veyn  imaginacioun  of  thought  ne 
deceyve  us  nat,  and  putte  us  out  of  the 
sothfastnesse  of  thilke  thing  that  is  sum- 
mitted  tmto  us.  But  it  may  nat  ben  15 
deneyed  that  thilke  good  ne  is,  and  that 
it  nis  right  as  welle  of  alle  goodes.  For 
al  thing  that  is  cleped  inparfit  is  proeved 
inparfit  by  the  amenusinge  of  perfeccioun 
or  of  thing  that  is  parfit.  And  ther-of  ao 
comth  it,  that  in  every  thing  general,  yii' 
that  men  seen  any-thing  that  is  inparfit, 
certes,  in  thilke  general  ther  mot  ben 
som-thing  that  is  parfit ;  for  yif  so  be  that 
perfeccioun  is  don  awey,  men  may  nat  ^5 
thinke  ne  seye  fro  whennes  thilke  thing 
is  that  is  cleped  inparfit.    For  the  nature 
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of  thinges  ne  took  zutt  hir  beginninge  of 
thinges   amennsed  and  inparfit,  but  it 

jo  procedeth  of  thinges  that  ben  al  hoole 
and  abflolnt,  and  descendeth  so  donn  in-to 
ontterest  thinges,  and  in-to  thinges  empty 
and  wiih-onten  fnit.  But,  as  I  have 
y-shewed  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  yif  ther 

55  be  a  blisfnlnesse  that  be  freele  and  veyn 
and  inparfitf  ther  may  no  man  donte  that 
ther  nis  som  blisfnlnesse  that  is  sad, 
Btede£ut,  and  parfit/  Boece,  *This  is 
concluded,'  qnod  I,  'fermely  and  soth- 

40  fastly.' 

Philodophie.  '  Bat  oonsidere  also,'  quod 
she,  *in  wham  this  blisfnlnesse  en- 
habitetb.  Tlie  comnne  acordannce  and 
conceite  of  the  corages  of  men  proeveth 

45  and  graxmteth,  that  god,  prince  of  alle 
thinges,  is  good.  For,  so  as  nothing  ne 
may  ben  thought  bettre  than  god,  it  may 
nat  ben  douted  thanne  that  he,  that 
nothing  nis  bettre,  that  he  nis    good. 

50  Certes,  resoun  sheweth  that  god  is  so 
good,  that  it  proveth  by  verray  force  that 
imrfit  good  is  in  him.  For  yif  god  ne  is 
swich,  he  ne  may  nat  ben  prince  of  alle 
thinges ;  for  oertes  som-thing  possessing 

55  in  it-self  parfit  good,  sliolde  ben  more 
worthy  than  god,  and  it  sholde  semen  that 
thilke  thing  were  first,  and  elder  than 
god.  For  we  han  shewed  apertly  that 
alle  thinges  that  ben  jiarfit  ben  first  or 

Co  thinges  that  ben  nnparfit ;  and  for-thy, 
for  as  moche  as  that  my  resoun  or  my 
proces  ne  go  nat  a-wey  with-oute  an  ende, 
we  owen  to  graunten  that  the  soverein 
god  is  right  fol  of  soverein  parfit  good. 

Cji  And  we  han  establisshed  that  the  soverein 
good  is  verray  blisfnlnesse  :  thanne  mot  it 
iiedes  be,  that  verray  blisfnlnesse  is  set  in 
soverein  god.'  '  This  take  I  wel,'  quod 
I,  *  ne  this  ne  may  nat  ben  withseld  in  no 

70  manere.' 

*  But  I  preye,'  quod  she,  *  see  now  how 
thou  mayst  proeven,  holily  and  with-oute 
corupoioun,  this  that  I  have  seyd,  that 
the  soverein  god  is  right  iul  of  soverein 

75  good.'        *  In  which  ntianere  ? '  quod  I. 
'  Wenest  thou  aught,'  quod  she,  '  that 
this  prince  of  alle  thinges  have  y-take 
thilke  soverein  good  any-wher  out  of  him- 


self, of  which  soverein  good  men  proveth 
that  he  is  ful,  right  as  thou  mightest  80 
thinken  that  god,  that  hath  blisfnlnesse 
in  him-self,  and  thilke  blisfnlnesse  that 
is  in  him,  weren  dyvers  in  substaunce  ? 
For  yif  thou  wene  that  god  have  received 
thilke  good  out  of  him-self,  thou  mayst  85 
wene  that  he  that  yaf  thilke  good  to  god 
be  more  wortliy  than  is  god.     But  I  am 
bi-knowen  and  confesse,  and  that  right 
dignely,  that  god  is  right  worthy  aboven 
alle  thinges  ;  and,  yif  so  be  that  this  good  90 
be  in  him  by  nature,  but  that  it  is  dyvers 
fro  him  by  weninge  resoun,  sin  we  speke 
of  god  prince  of  alle  thinges  :  feigne  who- 
so feigne  may,  who  was  he  that  hath 
conjoigned  thise  dyverse  thinges  to-gider  ?  95 
And  eek,  at  the  laste,  see  wel  that  a  thing 
that  is  dyvers  from  any  thing,  that  thilke 
thing  nis  nat  that  same  thing  fro  which 
it  is  nnderstonden  to  ben  dyvers.  Thanne 
folweth  it,  that  thilke  thing  that  by  his  100 
nature  is  dyvers  tro  soverein  good,  that 
that  thing  nis  nat  soverein  good ;  but 
certes,  that  were  a  felonous  corsednesse 
to  thinken  that  of  him  that  nothing  nis 
more  worth.     For  alwey,  of  alle  thinges,  105 
the  nature  of  hem  ne  may  nat  ben  bettre 
than  his  biginning ;    for  which  I  may 
oonduden,  by  right  verray  resoun,  that 
thilke  that  is  biginning  of  alle  tliinges, 
tliilke  same  thing  is  soverein  good  in  his  1 10 
substaunce.'        '  Thou  hast  seyd  right- 
fnlly,'  quod  I. 

*  But  we  han  graonted,'  qnod  she,  *  that 
the  soverein  good  is  blisfnlnesse.'  *  And 
that  is  sooth,'  quod  I.  115 

*  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  moten  we  nodes 
graunten  and  confessen  that  thilke  same 
soverein  good  be  god,'  *  Certes,'  quod 
1,  '  I  ne  may  nat  denye  ne  withstonde 
the  resouns  purposed ;  and  I  see  wel  that  lao 
it  folweth  by  strcngthe  of  the  premisses.' 

^Loke  now,'  quod  she,  *yif  this  be 
proved  yit  more  fermely  thus  :  that  ther 
ne  mowen  nat  ben  two  soverein  goodes 
that  ben  dyverse  amonge  hem-self.  For  135 
certes,  the  goodes  that  ben  dyverse 
amonges  hem-self,  that  oon  nis  nat  that 
that  other  is ;  thanne  ne  may  neither  of 
hem  ben  parfit,  so  as  either  of  hem  lak- 
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150  keth  to  other.  But  that  that  nis  nat 
parfit,  men  may  seen  apertly  that  it  nis 
nat  sovorein.  The  thinges,  thanne,  that 
ben  sovereinly  goode,  ne  mowen  by  no 
wey  ben  dyverse.    Bat  I  have  wel  con- 

135  eluded  that  blisfolnesae  and  god  ben  the 
Boverein  good;  forwhiche  it  mot  nedes 
ben,  that  soverein  blisfolneBse  is  soverein 
dlyinitee.'  ^Nothing/  quod  I,  *nis 
more  sooth&st  than  this,  ne  more  ferme 

140  by  resonn  ;  ne  a  more  -v^orthy  thing  than 
god  may  nat  ben  ooncluded.' 

^  Up-on  thise  thinges  thanne,'  qnod  she, 
*  right  as  thise  geometrienSj  whan  they 
han  shewed  hir  proposicioons,  ben  wont 

145  to  bxingen  in  thinges  that  they  clepen 
porismes,  or  deelaraciouna  of  forsHde 
thinges,  right  so  wole  I  yeve  thee  heer  as 
a  coroUarie,  or  a  mede  of  coroune.  "For- 
why,  for  as  moche  as  by  the  getinge  of 

150  blisftilnesse  men  ben  maked  blisfol,  and 
bUsfnlnesse  is  divinitee :  thanne  is  it 
manifest  and  open,  that  by  the  getinge  of 
divinitee  men  ben  maked  blisftil.  Bight 
as  by  the  getinge  of  justice  [they  ben 

155  maked  jostj,  and  hy  the  getinge  of  sa- 
pience they  ben  maked  wyse :  right  so, 
nodes,  by  the  semblable  resoon,  whan 
they  han  geten  divinitee,  they  ben  maked 
goddes.     Thanne  is  every  blisfol  man 

160  god  ;  but  certes,  "by  nature,  ther  nis  bat 
o  god ;  bat,  by  the  partioipacioun  of 
divinitee,  ther  ne  let  ne  destarbeth 
nothing  that  ther  na  ben  manye  goddes.* 
'This    is,'  qnod  I,  *a   fair   thing  and 

165  a  precious,  clepe  it  as  thou  wolt ;  be  it 
porisme  or  corollarie,'  or  mede  of  coroune 
or  declaringee, 

*  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  nothing  nis  &yrer 
than  is  the  thing  that  by  resoun  sholde 

Z70  ben  added  to  thise  forseide  thinges.' 
♦What  thing?'  quod  L 

*  So,'  quod  she,  *■  as  it  semeth  that  bUs- 
AUnesse  conteneth  many  thinges,  it  were 
for  to  witen  whether   that   alio   thise 

175  thinges  maken  or  oozgoignen  as  a  maner 
body  of  blisfhlnesse,  by  dyversitee  of 
parties  or  of  membres ;  or  elles,  yif  that 
any  of  alle  thilke  thinges  be  swich  that  it 
acomplisshe  by  him-self  the  substaunce  of 

>8o  bUsfofaxesse,  so thatalle  thise  othre  thinges 


ben  referred  and  brought  to  blisfulnesse,' 
that  is  to  aeyn,  <u  to  the  chetf  of  hem, 

*  I  wolde,'  quod  I,  '  that  thou  makedest 
me  deerly  to  understonde   what    thou 
seyst,  and  that  thou  recordedest  me  the  185 
forseyde  thinges.' 

♦  Have  I  nat  juged,'  quod  she,  *•  that 
blisitilnesse  is  good  ? '  *  Yis,  forsothe,' 
quod  I ;  *  and  that  soverein  good.' 

♦  Adde  thanne,'  quod  she,  *  thilke  good,  190 
that  U  mdked  hUtfuUMtae^  to  alle  the  for- 
seide thinges ;   for  thilke  same  blisful- 
nesse that  is   domed   to   ben    soverein 
sufflsaunce,  thilke  solve  is  soverein  power,, 
soverein  reverence,  soverein  cleemesse  or  195 
fio&2eaw,  and  soverein  delyt.      Conclnsio. 
What  seyst  thou  thanne  of  alle  thise 
thinges,    that    is   to   seyn,    suffisaunce, 
power,  and  this  othre  thinges ;  ben  they 
thanne  as  membres  of  blisftilnesse,  or  ben  aoo 
they  referred  and  brought  to  soverein 
good,  right    as   alle    thinges   that    ben 
brought  to  the  chief  of  hem  ? '      'I  under- 
stonde wel ; '   quod  I,  *  what  thou  pur- 
posest  to  soke ;  but  I  desire  for  toherkne  205 
that  thou  shewe  it  me.' 

♦  Tak  now  thus  the  disorecioun  of  this, 
question,'  quod  she.  'Yif  alle  thise 
thinges,'  quod  she,  *  weren  membres  to 
felicitee,  than  weren  they  dyverse  that  aic 
oon  from  that  other;  and  swich  is  the 
nature  of  parties  or  of  membres,  that 
dyverse   membres    compounen  a  body.' 

*  Certes,'  qnod  I,  '  it  hath  wel  ben  shewed 
heer-bifom,  that  alle  thise  thinges  ben  215 
alle  o  thing.' 

<  Thanne  ben  they  none  membres,'  quod 
she ;  '  for  elles  it  sholde  seme  that  blis-. 
fulnesse  were  oonioigned  al  of  on  mem-, 
bre  allone ;  bat  that  is  a  thing  that  may  aao. 
nat  be  don.'  *  This  thing,'  quod  I, '  nis 
nat  doutous ;  but  I  abyde  to  herknen  the 
remnaunt  of  thy  questioun.' 

*This  is  open  and  oleer,'  quod  she, 

*  that  alle  othre  thinges  ben  referred  and  225 
brought  to  good.  For  therefore  is  suffi- 
saunce requered,  for  it  is  domed  to  beu 
good ;  and  forthy  is  power  requered,  for 
men  trowen  also  that  it  be  good  ;  and  this 
same  thing  mowen  we  thinken  and  con-  2jp 
jecten  of  reverence,  and  of  noblesse,  and 
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of  delyt.  Thanne  is  sovereiu  good  the 
soxnme  and  the  cause  of  al  that  aughte 
ben  desired ;  for-why  thilke  thing  that 

235  with-holdeth  no  good  in  it-self,  ne  sem- 
blaunce  of  good,  it  ne  may  nat  wel  in  no 
manere  be  desired  ne  reqnered.  And  the 
contrarie  :  for  thogh  that  thinges  by  hir 
nature  ne  ben  nat  goode,  aJgates,  yif  men 

340  wene  that  ben  goode,  yit  ben  they  desired 
as  though  that  they  weren  verrayliche 
goode.  And  therfor  is  it  that  men 
ooghten  to  wene  by  right,  that  bonntee 
be  the  soverein  fyn,  and  the  cause  of  alle 

H5  the  thinges  that  ben  to  requerexL  But 
certes,  thilke  tiiat  is  cause  for  which  men 
requeren  any  thing,  it  semeth  that  thilke 
same  thing  be  most  desired.  As  thus :  yif 
that  a  wight  wolde  ryden  for  cause  of 

250  hele,  he  ne  desireth  nat  so  mochel  the 
moevinge  to  ryden,  as  the  effect  of  his 
hele.  Now  thanne,  sin  that  alle  thinges 
ben  requered  for  the  grace  of  good,  they 
ne  ben  nat  desired  of  alle  folk  more 

355  thanne  the  same  good.  But  we  han 
graunted  that  blisfolnesse  is  that  thing, 
for  whiche  that  alle  thise  othre  thinges 
ben  desired ;  thanne  is  it  thus :  that, 
certes,  only  blisfulnesse  is  requered  and 

260  desired.  By  whiche  thing  it  sheweth 
cleerly,  that  of  good  and  of  blisftilnesse  is 
al  oon  and  the  same  substaunce.*  *■  I  see 
nat,'  quod  I,  *  wherfore  that  men  mighten 
discorden  in  this.' 

265  *And  we  han  shewed  that  god  and 
verray  bUsfulnesse  is  al  00  thing.'  '  That 
is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

*  Thanne  mowen  we  conclude  sikerly, 
that  the  substaunce  of  god  is  set  in  thilke 

ayo  same  good,  and  in  non  other  place. 

Hetke  X.     Hue  omnes  pariter  uenite  capti. 

O  Cometh  alle  to-gider  now,  ye  that  ben 
y-caught  and  y-bounde  with  wikkede 
cheynes,  by  the  deceivable  delyt  of  erthely 
thinges  enhabitinge  in  your  thought ! 
5  Heer  shal  ben  the  reste  of  your  labours, 
heer  is  the  havene  stable  in  peysible 
quiete ;  this  allone  is  the  open  refat  to 
wrecches.  Glosa.  This  is  to  aeyn^  that 
ye   that   hen  combred  and  deceived  with 


toorldely  affecctouns^  cometh  now  to   this  10 
soverein  good,  t?Mt  is  god,  that  is  refut  to 
hem  that  wolen  comen  to  hinu    Textus. 
Alle  the  thinges  that  the  river  Tagus 
yeveth  yow  with  his  goldene  gravailes,  or 
elles    alle    the   thinges  that   the   river  15 
Hermus  yeveth  with  his  rede  brinke,  or 
that  Indus  yeveth,  tiiat  is  next  the  hote 
party  of  the  world,  that  medleth   the 
grene  stones  with  the  whyte,  ne  sholde 
nat  cleeren  the  lookinge  of  your  thought,  ao 
but  hyden  rather  your  blinde  oorages 
with-in  hir  derknesse.    Al  that  lyketli 
yow  heer,  and  excyteth  and  moeveth  your 
thoughtes,  the  erthe  hath  norisshed  it  in 
hise  lowe  caves.    But  the  shyninge,  by  25 
whiche    the    hevene    is    governed    and 
whennes   he   hath    his  strengthe,  that 
eschueth  the  derke  overthrowinge  of  the 
sowle ;  and  who-so  may  knowen  thilke 
light  of  blisftdnesse,  he  shal  wel  seyn,  30 
that  the  whyte  hemes  of  the  Sonne  ne  ben 
nat  cleer.' 

Probe  XL     Assentior,  inquam. 

Boeee,  '  I  assente  me,'  quod  I ;  '  for 
alle  thise  thinges  ben  strongly  bounden 
with  right  ferme  reeouns.' 

Philosophie.  '  How  mochel  wilt  thou 
preysen  it,'  quod  she,  '  yif  that  thou  5 
knowe  what  thilke  good  is  ? '  *  I  wol 
preyse  it,*  quod  I,  'by  prys  with-out«n 
ende,  yif  it  shal  bityde  me  to  knowe  also 
to-gider  god  that  is  good.' 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  that  shal  I  do  thee  10 
by  verray  resonn,  yif  that  tho  thinges 
that  I  have  concluded  a  litel  her-bifom 
dwellen  only  in  hir  first  graunting.' 
'  They  dwellen  graunted  to  thee,'  quod  I ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  as  who  seith :  I  graunte  thy  1$ 
forseide  condusiouns. 

*  Have  I  nat  shewed  thee,'  quod  she, 
'  that  the  thinges  that  ben  requered  of 
many  folkes  ne  ben  nat  verray  goodes  ne 
parfite,  for  they  ben  dyverse  that  oon  fro  20 
that  othre ;  and  so  as  ech  of  hem  is  lak- 
kinge  to  other,  they  ne  han  no  power  to 
bringen  a  good  that  is  ftd  and  absolut  ? 
But  thanne  at  erst  ben  they  verray  gwMi, 
whanne  they  ben  gadered  to-gider  alle  25 
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in-to  o  forme  and  in-to  oon  wirkinge,  so 
that  thilke  thing  that  is  snffisaanoe, 
thiUce  same  be  power,  and  reverence,  and 
nohlesse,  and  mirthe ;  and  forsothe,  bat- 

30  yif  alle  thise  thinges  ben  alle  oon  same 
thing,  they  ne  han  nat  wherby  that  they 
mowen  ben  put  in  the  nonmber  of  thinges 
that  oughten  ben  reqnered  or  desired.' 
*  It  is  shewed,'  quod  I ;  *  ne  her-of  may 

35  ther  no  nxan  douten.' 

*  The  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  *  that 
ne  ben  no  goodes  whanne  they  ben  dy- 
Terse,  and  whan  they  beginnen  to  ben 
alle  oon  thing  thanne  ben  they  goodes, 

40  ne  comth  it  hem  nat  thanne  hy  the 
getinge  of  onitee,  that  they  ben  maked 
goodes  ? '    *  So  it  semeth,'  quod  I. 

*  But  al  thing  that  is  good,'  quod  she, 
'grauntest  thou  that  it  be  good  by  the 

45  participacioun  of  good,   or   no?'  *I 

graunte  it,*  quod  I. 

*  Thanne  most  thou  graunten,'  quod 
she,  '  by  semblable  resoun,  that  oon  and 
good  be  00  same  thing.    For  of  thinges, 

50  of  whiche  that  the  effect  nis  nat  naturelly 
diverse,  nedes  the  substance  mot  be  00 
same  thing.'  *I  ne  may  nat  denye 
that,'  quod  I. 

'  Hast  thou  nat  knowen  wel,'  quod  she, 

55  *  that  al  thing  that  is  hath  so  longe  his 
dwellinge  and  his  substaunoe  as  longe  as 
it  is  oon ;  but  whan  it  forleteth  to  ben 
oon,  it  mot  nedes  dyen  and  corumpe  to- 
gider  ? '        *  In  which  manere  ? '  quod  I. 

60  ^  Bight  as  in  bestes,'  quod  she,  *  whan 
the  sowle  and  the  body  ben  conjoigned 
in  oon  and  dwellen  to-gider,  it  is  deped 
a  beest.  And  whan  hir  unitee  is  destroyed 
by  the  disseveraunce  of  that  oon  from 

65  that  other,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  it  is, 
a  ded  thing,  and  that  it  nis  no  lenger 
no  beest.     And  the  body  of  a  wight,  whyl 
it  dwelleth  in  00  forme  by  conjunccioun 
of  membres,   it  is  wel  seyn  that   it  is 

70  a  figure  of  man-kinde.  And  yif  the 
parties  of  the  body  ben  so  devyded  and 
dissevered,  tJiat  oon  fto  ilwX  other^  that 
they  destroyen  unit«e,  the  body  forleteth 
to  ben  that  it  was  biforu.     And,  who-so 

75  wolde  renne  in  the  same  manere  by  alle 
thinges,  he  sholde  seen  that,  with-oute 

O 


doute,  eveiy  thing  is  in  his  snbstannoe  as 
longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and  whan  it  forleteth 
to  ben  oon,   it    dyeth    and  perissheth.' 
*Whan    I    oonsidere,'    quod  I,   ^manye  80 
thinges,  I  see  non  other.' 

'Is  ther  any-thing  thanne,*  quod  she, 
*  that,  in  as  moche  as  it  liveth  naturelly, 
that  forleteth  the  talent  or  appetyt  of  his 
beinge,  and  desireth  to  come  to  deeth  and  85 
to  compcionn?'  *Yif  I  considere,' 

quod  I,  *  the  beestes  that  han  any  maner 
nature  of  wilninge  and  of  niUinge,  I  ne 
finde  no  beest,  but-yif  it  be  constreined 
frx>  with-oute  forth,  that  forleteth  or  90 
despyseth  the  entencioun  to  liven  and 
to  duren,  or  that  wole,  his  thankes, 
hasten  him  to  dyen.  For  every  beest 
travaileth  him  to  deffende  and  kepe  the 
savacioun  of  his  lyf,  and  esohueth  deeth  95 
and  destrucoioun.  But  oertes,  I  doute 
me  of  herbes  and  of  trees,  thtU  it  to  seyn, 
that  I  am  in  a  doute  of  twichB  thinges  <u 
Jierbea  or  treea^  that  ne  han  no  felinge 
sowles,  ne  no  naturel  wirkingea  aervinge  to  100 
appdytes  ae  hettea  han^  tohefher  they  han 
appetyt  to  dweUen  and  to  duren.* 

*  Certes,'  quod  slie,   '  no  ther-of  thar 
thee  nat  doute.     Now  loke  up-on  thise 
herbes  and  thise  trees  ;  they  wezen  first  105 
in  swiche  places  as  ben  covenable  to  hem, 
in  whiche  places  they  ne  mowen  nat  sone 
dyen  ne  dryen,  as  longe  as  hir  nature 
may  deffenden  hem.     For  som  of  hem 
waxen  in   feeldes,   and   som    in   moun-  no 
taignes,  and  othre  waxen  in  mareys,  and 
othre  eleven  on  roches,  and  somme  waxen 
plentivous  in  sondes ;  and  yif  that  any 
wight  enforce  him  to  beren  hem  in-to 
othre    places,    they   wexen    drye.      For  115 
nature  yeveth  to  every  thing  that  that 
is  convenient  to  him,  and  travaileth  that 
they  ne  dye  nat,  as  longe  as  they  han 
power  to  dwellen  and  to  liven.     What 
woltow  seyn  of  this,  that  they  drawen  120 
alle  hir  norisshinges  by  hir  rotes,  right 
as  they  hadden  hir  mouthes  y-plounged 
with-in  the  erthes,  and  sheden  by  hir 
maryes  hir  wode  and  hir  bark?    And 
what  woltow  seyn  of  this,  that  thilke  125 
thing  that  is  right  softe,  as  the  marye  is, 
that  is  aLwey  hid  in  the  sete,  al  with- 
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inne,  and  that  is  defended  fro  with-onte 
by  the  stedefaatnesse  of  wode  ;  and  that 

130  the  iittereste  hark  is  pnt  skeins  the  des- 
temperaonce  of  the  hevene,  as  a  defendonr 
mighty  to  suffren  harm?  And  thus, 
cert«Sf  maystow  wel  seen  how  greet  is 
the  diligence  of  nature  ;  for  alle  thinges 

135  renovelen  and  puplisshen  hem  with  seed 
y-multiplyed ;  ne  ther  nis  no  man  that  ne 
wot  wel  that  they  ne  ben  right  as 
a  foondement  and  edifice,  for  to  doren 
nat  only  for  a  tyme,  but  right  as  for 

140  to  duren  perdnrably  by  generaciotin.  And 
the  thinges  eek  that  men  wenen  ne  haven 
none  sowles,  ne  desire  they  nat  ech  of 
hem  by  semblable  resoon  to  kepen  that 
is  hirs,  t?uU  is  to  9eyn,  that  is  acordinge  to 

H5  hir  nature  in  conaervacioun  of  hir  beinge 
and  enduringe  f  For  wher-for  elles  bereth 
lightnesse  the  flaumbes  up,  and  the 
woighte  presseth  the  erthe  ardoun,  but 
for  as  moche  as  thilke  places  and  thilke 

150  moevinges  ben  covenable  to  everich  of 
hem  ?  And  forsothe  every  thing  kepeth 
thilke  that  is  acordinge  and  propre  to 
him,  right  as  thinges  that  ben  contraries 
and  enemys  oorompen  hem..    And  3dt  the 

155  harde  thinges,  as  stones,  clyven  and 
holden  hir  parties  to-gider  right  faste  and 
harde,  and  deffenden  hem  in  withstond- 
inge  that  they  ne  departe  nat  lightly 
a-twinne.      And   the  thinges  that    ben 

160  softe  and  fletinge,  as  is  water  and  eyr, 
they  departen  lightly,  and  yeven  place 
to  hem  that  breken  or  devyden  hem ; 
but  natheles,  they  retomen  sone  ayein 
in-to  the  same  thinges  fro  whennes  they 

165  ben  arraced.  But  fyr  fleeth  and  reftiseth 
al  devisioun.  Ne  I  ne  trete  nat  heer 
now  of  wilful  moevinges  of  the  sowle 
that  is  knowinge,  but  of  the  naturel 
entencioun  of  thinges,  as  thus  :  right  as 

170  we  swolwe  the  mete  that  we  receiven  and 
no  thinke  nat  on  it,  and  as  we  drawen 
our  breeth  in  slepinge  that  we  wite  it 
nat  whyle  we  slepen.  For  oertes,  in  the 
beestes,  the  love  of  hir  livinges  ne  of  hir 

175  beinges  ne  oomth  nat  of  the  wilninges 
of  the  sowle,  but  of  the  biginninges  of 
nature.  For  certes,  thorugh  constrein- 
Inge  causes,  wil  desireth  and  embraceth 


fal  ofte    tyme    the    deeth    that    nature 
dredeth ;    that  is  to   «eyn  as  thus :  that  180 
a  moM  may  hen   constreyned  so,  by  aom 
cause,  that  his  wil  desireth  and  taketh  the 
deeth  which  that  nature  hateth  and  dred- 
eth ful  sore.      And  somtyme  we    seeth 
the  contrarye,  as  thus :  that  the  wil  of  185 
a  wight  destorbeth  and  constreyneth  that 
that  nature  desireth  and  requereth  al- 
wey,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  werk  of  genera- 
cioun,  "by  the  whiche  generacioun  only 
dweUeth  and  is  sustened  the  long  dura-  190 
bletee  of  mortal  thinges.    And  thus  this 
charitee  and  thia  love,  that  every  thing 
hath  to  him-self,  ne  comth  nat  of  the 
moevinge  of  -the  sowle,  but  of  the  en- 
tencioun of  nature.     For  the  purviaunce  195 
of  god  hath  yeven  to  thinges  that  ben 
oreat  of  him  this,  that  is  a  fal  gret  cause 
to  liven  and  to  duren ;  for  which  they 
desiren  naturelly  hir  lyf  as  longe  as  ever 
they  mowen.    For  which  thou  mayst  nat  200 
drede,    by    no    manere,    that    alle    the 
thinges  that  ben  anywhere,  that  they  ne 
requeren  naturelly  the  ferme  stablenesse 
of  perdurable    dwellinge,  and    eek  the 
eschuinge  of  destruocioun.'     '  Now  con-  305 
fesse  I  wel,'  quod  I,  'that  I  see  now  wel 
oerteinly,  with-oute  doutes,  the  thinges 
that  whylom  semeden  uncertain  to  me.' 

'  But,'  quod  she,  *  thilke  thing  that 
desireth  to  be  and  to  dwellen  perdurably,  a  10 
he  desireth  to  ben  oon  ;  for  yif  that  that 
oon  were  destroyed,  certes,  beinge  ne 
shulde  ther  non  dwellen  to  no  wight.' 
'  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

'Thanne,'     quod    she,    'desiren    alle  315 
thinges  oon  ?'        'I  assente,'  quod  I. 

*And  I  have  shewed,'  quod  she,  'that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke  that  is  good?' 
'  Ye,  for  sothe,'  quod  I. 

*  Alle  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  re*  330 
quiren  good ;  and  thilke  good  thanne 
mayst  thou  descryven  right  thus :  good 
is  thilke  thing  that  every  wight  desireth.' 
'  Ther  ne  may  be  thought,'  quod  I,  '  no 
more  verray  thing.  For  either  alle '225 
thinges  ben  referred  and  brought  to 
nought,  and  floteren  with-oute  govemour, 
despoiled  of  oon  as  of  hir  propre  heved  ; 
or  elles,  yif  ther  be  any  thing  to  which 
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230  that  alle  thinges  tendon  and  hyen,  that 
thing  moste  ben  the  soverein  good  of  alle 
goodes.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus :  *  O  my  nory,* 
qnod  she,  '  I  have  gret  gladnesse  of  thee ; 

235  for  thon  hast  ficched  in  thyn  herte  the 
middel  soothfastnesse,  that  is  to  seyn^  the 
prikke;  bat  this  thing  hath  ben  des- 
covered  to  thee,  in  that  thon  seydest 
that  thou  wistest  nat  a  litel  her-bifom.' 

240  *■  What  was  that  ?'  qnod  L 

'  That  thou  ne  wistest  nat,'  qnod  she, 
*  which  was  the  ende  of  thinges;  and 
certes,  that  is  the  thing  that  every  wight 
desireth ;  and  for  as  mochel  as  we  han 

245  gadered  and  comprehended  that  good  is 
thiike  thing  that  is  desired  of  alle,  thanne 
moten  we  nedes  confessen,  that  good  is 
the  fyn  of  alle  thinges. 

MmtE  XI.     Quitquis  profunda  mente 
Mettigat  uerum. 

Who-so  that  seketh  sooth  by  a  deep 
thoght,  and  coveiteth  nat  to  ben  deceived 
by  no  mis-weyes,  lat  him  roUen  and 
trenden  with-inne  him-self  the  light  of 
5  his  inward  sighte ;  and  lat  him  gadere 
ayein,  enclyninge  in-to  a  compas,  the 
longe  moevinges  0/  hia  thouffhtes;  and 
lat  him  techen  his  corage  that  he  hath 
enclosed  and  hid  in  his  tresors,  al  that 

10  he  compasseth  or  seketh  fro  with-onte. 
And  thanne  thiike  thinge,  that  the  blake 
clonde  of  erroor  whylom  hadde  y-covered, 
shal  lighten  more  cleerly  thanne  Phebns 
him-self  ne  shyneth.        Glosaw    Who-^o 

15  vjole  seken  the  deep  grounde  of  moth  in  hia 
thought  J  and  tool  nat  be  deceived  by  false 
proposiciouns  that  goon  amis  fro  the  trotUhe, 
lat  him  wel  examine  and  rolls  tcith^inne 
himself  the  nature  and  the  propretees  of  the 

x>  thing ;  and  UU  him  yit  eftsones  examine 
and  rollen  his  thoughtes  by  good  deliberor 
cioun^  or  that  he  deme  ;  and  lot  him  techen 
his  sowle  that  it  haJth.,  by  natural  principles 
kindeliche  y-hid   tcith-in  it-self,  aUe   the 

25  trouthe  the  whiche  he  imagineth  to  ben  in 
thinges  feith-oute.  And  thanne  alle  the 
derknesse  cfhis  misknowinge  sheU  seme  more 
evidently  to  sighte  of  his  understondinge 

G 


thanne  the  sonne  ne  semeth  to  sighte  tcith- 
oute-firrth.        For  certes  the  body,  bring-  30 
inge  the  weighte  of  foryetinge,  ne  hath 
nat  chased  ont  of  yonr  thonghte  al  the 
deemesse  of  your  knotoinge ;  for  certeinly 
the  seed  of  sooth  haldeth  and  clyveth 
with-in  yonr  corage,  and  it  is  awaked  35 
and  excyted  by  the  winde  and  by  the 
blastes  of  doctrine.    For  wherfor   elles 
demen  ye  of  yonr  owne  wil  the  rightes, 
whan  ye  ben  axed,  bnt-yif  so  were  that 
the  norisshinge  of  resoun  ne  livede  y-  4c 
plonnged  in  the  depthe  of  yonr  herte? 
this  is  to  seyn,  how  sholden  men  demen  the 
sooth  of  any  thing  that  toere  cased,  yif  ther 
nere  a  rote  of  soothfastnesse  tKdt  were  y- 
pUmnged  and  hid  in  naturel  principles,  the  45 
tchiche  soothfastnesse  lived  icith-in  the  deep' 
nesae  of  the  thought    And  yif  so  be  that 
the  Mnse    and    the    doctrine    of  Plato 
singeth  sooth,  al  that  every  wight  lemeth, 
he  ne  doth   no-thing  elles  thanne  bnt5> 
recordeth,  as  men  recorden  thinges  that 
ben  foryeten.' 

Prose  XII.     Turn  ego,  Platoni,  inquam. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus  :  *  I  acorde  me 
gretly  to  Plato,  for  thon  remembrest 
and  recordest  me  thise  thinges  yit  the 
seconnde  tyme  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  first  whan 
I  loste  my  memorie  by  the  contagions  5 
conjunccionn  of  the  body  with  the  sowle ; 
and  eftsones  afterward,  whan  I  loste  it, 
confonnded  by  the  charge  and  by  the 
bnrdene  of  my  sorwe.* 

And  thanne  seide  she  thus  :  '  yif  thon  10 
loke,'  qnod  she,  *  first  the  thinges  that 
thon  hast  grannted,  it  ne  shal  nat  ben 
right  fer  that  thon  ne  shalt  remembren 
thiike  thing  that  thon  seydest  that  thon 
nistest  nat.'        '  What  thing  ? '  qnod  L     .  15 

'  By  whiche  govemement,'  qnod  she, 
*  that  this  world  is  governed.'  '  Me 
remembreth  it  wel,'  qnod  I ;  '  and  I  con- 
fesse  wel  that  I  ne  wiste  it  nanght.  But 
al-be-it  so  that  I  see  now  from  a-fer  what  so 
thon  pnrposest,  algates,  I  desire  yit  to 
herkene  it  of  thee  more  pleynly.* 

*Thoa    ne   wendest   nat,'    qnod   she, 
'a  litel   her-bifom,  that  men    sholden 
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25  donte  that  this  world  nis  governed  by 
god.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I, '  ne  yit  ne  doute 
I  it  naught,  ne  I  nel  never  wene  that 
it  were  to  doute ;  <u  tcho  aeithf  but  I  toot 
wel  that  god  govemeth  this  ioorld ;   and 

30  I  shal  shortly  answeren  thee  by  what 
reeonns  I  am  brought  to  this.  This 
world,*  quod  I,  '  of  so  manye  dyverse  and 
oontrarious  parties,  ne  mighte  never  han 
ben  assembled  in  o  forme,  but-yif  ther 

35  nere  oon  that  conjoignede  so  manye  dy- 
verse thinges ;  and  the  same  dyversitee 
of  hir  natures,  that  so  discorden  that 
oon  fro  that  other,  moste  departen  and 
ui^oignen   the    thinges    that   ben  oon- 

40  joigned,  yif  ther  ne  were  oon  that  con- 
tenede  that  he  hath  conjoined  and  y- 
bounde.  Ne  the  certein  ordre  of  nature 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  forth  so  ordenee 
moevinges,    by    places,    by    tymes,    by 

45  doinges,  by  spaces,  by  qualitees,  yif  ther 
ne  were  oon  that  were  ay  stedefast 
dwellinge,  that  ordeynede  and  disponede 
thise  dyversitees  of  moevinges.  And 
thilke  thing,  what-so-ever  it  be,  by  which 

50  that  aUe  thinges  ben  y-maked  and  y-lad, 
I  olepe  him  *^  god  " ;  that  is  a  word  that 
is  used  to  alle  folk.' 

Thanne  sejxle  she  :    *  sin  thou  felest 
thus  thise  thinges,'  quod  she,  *I  trowe 

55  that  I  have  litel  more  to  done  that  thou, 
mighty  of  welefulnesse,  hool  and  sounde, 
ne  see  eftsones  thy  contree.  But  lat  us 
loken  the  thinges  that  we  han  purposed 
her-bifom.    Have  I  nat  noumbred  and 

60  seyd,'  qiiod  she,  *  that  snfSsaunce  is  in 
blisfulncsse,  and  we  han  aoorded  that 
god  is  thilke  same  blisiulnesse  ?'  '  Yis, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

*  And    that,  to    goveme    this    world,' 

65  quod  she,  *  ne  shal  he  never  han  nede 
of  non  help  fro  with-oute?  For  ellos, 
yif  he  hadde  nede  of  any  help,  he  ne 
sholde  nat  have  no  ful  suffisaunce?' 
^  Yis,  thus  it  mot  nedes  be,'  quod  I. 

70  ^  Thanne  ordeineth  he  by  him-self  al- 
one alle  thinges?'  quod  she.  'That 
may  nat  be  deneyed,'  quod  I. 

'And  I  have  shewed  that  god  is  the 
same  good  ? '        *  It  remembreth  me  wel,' 

7^  quod  I. 


'Thanne  ordeineth  he  alle  thinges  by 
thilke  good,'  quod  she ;  '  sin  he,  which 
that  we  han  acorded  to  be  good,  govemeth 
alle  thinges  by  him-self;  and  he  is  as 
a  keye  and  a  stere  by  which  that  the  80 
edifice  of  this  world  is  y-kept  stable 
and  with-oute  ooroumpinge.'  '  I  acorde 
me  greetly,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  aperceivede 
a  litel  her-bifom  that  thou  woldest  seye 
thus  ;  al-be-it  so  that  it  were  by  a  thinne  85 
suspecioun.' 

*  I  trowe  it  wel,'  quod  she ;  *  for,  as 
I  trowe,  thou  ledest  now  more  ententifiy 
thyne  eyen  to  loken  the  verray  goodes. 
But  natheles  the  thing  that  I  shal  telle  90 
thee  yit  ne  sheweth  nat  lasse  to  loken.' 

*  What  is  that  ?'  quod  L 

*  So  as  men  trowen,'  quod  she,  '  and 
that  rightfully,  that  god  govemeth  alle 
thinges  by  the  keye  of  his  goodnesse,  95 
and  alle  thise  same  thinges,  as  I  have 
taught  thee,  hasten  hem  by  naturel  en- 
tencioun  to  comen  to  good  :  ther  may  no 
man  douten  that  they  ne  be  governed 
volnntariely,  and  that  they  ne  oonverten  100 
hem  of  hir  owne  wil  to  the  wil  of  hir 
ordenour,  as  they  that  ben  acordinge  and 
enclyninge  to  hir  govemour  and  hir 
king.'        '  It  mot  nedes  be  so,'  quod  I ; 

'  for  the  reaume  ne  sholde  nat  semen  105 
blisful    yif   ther    were    a   yok    of   mis- 
drawinges  in  dyverse    parties ;    ne  the 
savinge  of  obedient  thinges  ne  sholde  nat 
be,' 

'Thanne  is  ther  nothing,'  quod  she,  no 
'that  kei)eth  his  nature,  that  enforceth 
him  to  goon  ayein  god  ? '         '  No,'  quod  I. 

'  And  yif  that  any-thing  enforcede  him 
to  with-stonde  god,  mighte  it  availen  at 
the  laste  ayeins  him,  that  we  han  115 
graunted  to  ben  almighty  by  the  right 
of  blisfulnesse  ? '  '  Certes,'  quod  I, '  al- 
outrely  it  ne  mighte  nat  availen  him.' 

'Tlianne  is  ther  no-thing,'  quod  she, 
'that  either  wolo  or  may  with-stonden  120 
to  this  soverein  good  ?'         'I  trowe  nat,' 
quod  I. 

'  Thanne  is  thilke  the  soverein  good,' 
quod  she,  '  that  alle  thinges  govemeth 
strongly,   and   ordeyneth    hem    softely.'  12$ 
Thanne  seyde  I    thus  :    '  I  delyte  me,' 
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quod  I,  '  nat  only  in  the  endes  or  in  the 
somme  of  the  resouns  that  thou  hast 
oonclnded  and  proeved,  but  thilke  wordes 

130  that  thon  usest  delyten  me  moche  more ; 
so,  at  the  laste,  fooles  that  sumtyme 
renden  grete  thinges  onghten  ben  a- 
shamed  of  hem-self ;'  that  is  to  »yn^  that 
fCB  fooles  that  reprehendsn  tcikkedly  the 

155  thinges  that  touchen  goddes  govemauncA, 
100  oughten  ben  ashamed  of  our-self:  as 
ly  that  seyde  that  god  refuseth  only  the 
werkes  of  men^  and  ne  enJtremeteth  nat  of 
hem, 

14U  *Thou  hast  wel  herd,'  quod  she,  ^the 
fables  of  the  poetes,  how  the  giannts 
assaileden  the  hevene  with  the  goddes] 
but  forsothe,  the  debonair  force  cf  god 
deposedo  hem,  as  it  was  worthy ;  tTiat  is 

145  to  seyn^  destroyetle  the  giaunts^  as  it  was 
worthy.  Bat  wilt  thou  that  we  joignen 
to-gider  thilke  same  resouns?  For  per- 
aventure,  of  swich  conjuncionn  may 
sterten  up  som  fair  sparkle  of  sooth.' 

150  '  Do,'  quod  I,  *  as  thee  liste.' 

*  Wenest  thou,'  quod  she,  '  that  god  ne 
be  almighty?    No  man  is  in  donte  of  it.' 

*  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  no  wight  ne  douteth 
it,  yif  he  be  in  his  minde.' 

155  *  But  he, '  quod  she,  '  that  is  almighty, 
ther    niB    nothing    that    he    ne    may?' 

*  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

*  May  god  don  yvel  ? '  quod  she.     ^  Nay, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

160  'Thanne  is  yvel  nothing,'  quod  she, 
*sin  that  he  ne  may  nat  don  yvel  that 
may  don  aUe  thinges.'  '  Soomest  thou 
me  ? '  quod  I ;  *'or  elles  pleyest  thou  or 
deceivest  thou  me,  that  hast  so  woven  me 

165  with  thy  resouns  the  hous  of  Dedalus, 
so  entrelaced  that  it  is  unable  to  be  un- 
laced ;  thou  that  otheivwhyle  entrest 
ther  thou  isaest,  and  other-whyle  issest 
ther  thou  entrest,  ne  foldcst  thou  nat 

170  to-gider,  by  r^licadoun  of  wordes,  amaner 
wonderful  cerde  or  environinge  of  the 
simplicitee  devyne?  For  certes,  a  litel 
her-bifom,  whan  thou  bigunne  at  blisful- 
nesse,  thou  seydost  that  it  is  soverein 

175  good ;  and  seydest  that  it  is  set  in  soverein 
god ;  and  seydest  that  god  him-self  is 
soverein  good ;  and  that  god  is  the  fnlle  - 


blisfalnesse ;  for  which  thou  yave  m.e  as 
a  covenable  yiffc,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  no 
wight  nis  blisful  but-yif  he  be  god  also  180 
ther-with.      And  seidest  eek,  that  the 
forme  of  good  is  the  substaunce  of  god 
and  of  blisfulnesse ;    and  seidest,  that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke   same  good, 
that  is  requered  and  desired  of  alle  the  1H5 
kinde  of  thinges.    And  thou  proevedest, 
in  disputinge,  that  god  govemeth  all  the 
thinges  of  the  world  by  the  govemements 
of  bountee,  and  seydest,  that  alle  thinges 
wolen  obeyen  to  him ;  and  seydest,  that  19*^ 
the  nature  of  jrvel  nis  no-thing.    And 
thise  thingres  ne  shewedest  thou  nat  with 
none  resouns  y-taken  fro  with-oute,  but 
by  proeves  in  cere2e«  and  hoomlich  knowen ; 
the  whiche  proeves  drawen  to  hem-self  195 
hir  feith  and  hir  acord,  everich  of  hem 
of  other.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus :  '  I  ne  scome 
thee  nat,  ne  pleye,  ne  deceive  thee;  but 
I  have  shewed  thee  the  thing  that  is  2<x) 
grettest  over  alle  thinges  by  the  yifb  of 
god,  that  we  whylom  preyeden.    For  this 
is  the  forme  of  the  devyne  substaunce^ 
that  is  swich  that  it  ne  slydeth  nat  in-to 
outterest  foreine  thinges,  ne  ne  receiveth  205 
no  straunge  thinges  in  him ;  but  right 
as  Parmenides  seyde  in  Greek  of  thilke 
devyne  substaunce ;  he  seyde  thus  :  that 
'Hhilke  devyne  substaunce  tometh  the 
world  and  the  moevable  cercle  of  thinges,  210 
whyl  thilke  devyne  substaunce  kepeth 
it-self  with-oute  moevinge ; "   that  is  to 
seyn,  that  it  ne  moeveth  never-mo,  and  yit  it 
moeveth  alle  othre  thinges.    But  natheles, 
yif  I  have  stired  resouns  that  ne  ben  nat  215 
taken  fro  with-oute  the  compas  of  thing 
of  which  we  treten,  but  resouns  that  ben 
bistowed  with-in  that  compas,  ther  nis 
nat  why  that  thou  sholdest  merveilen ; 
sin  thou  hast  lemed  by  the  sentence  of  220 
Plato,  that  '*  nedes  the  wordes  moten  be 
cosines  to   the  thinges   of  which   they 
speken." 

Hbtbe  Xn.    Felix,  qui  potuit  boni, 

Blisful  is  that  man  that  may  seen  the 
clere  welle  of  good ;   blisful  is  he  that 
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>  may  anbinden  him  fro  tha  bondea  of  the 

hevy  erthe.  The  poete  of  Trace,  Orpheutj 
5  that  whylom  hadde  right  greet  sorwe 
for  the  deeth  of  his  wjrf,  after  that  he 
hadde  maked,  by  his  weeply  songes,  the 
wodes,  moevable,  to  rexmen ;  and  hadde 
maked  the  riveres  to  stonden  stille ;  and 

lo  hadde  maked  the  hertes  and  the  hindes 

to  joignen,  dredeles,  hir  sydes  to  cruel 

-f ,  >  t  *'^JJ^*l5rouns,   for  to  herknm  his  aonge ;   and 

hadde  maked  that  the  hare  was  nat  agast 

of  the  hoonde,  which  that  was  plesed  by 

■5  his  songe  :  so,  whan  the  moste  ardaunt 
love  of  his  wif  brende  the  entrailes  of  his 
brest,  ne  the  songes  that  hadden  over- 
comen  alle  thinges  ne  mighten  nat  as- 
Bwagen    hir  lord   Orpheua,  he  plejmede 

JO  him  of  the  hevene  goddes  that  wereu 
erne}  to  him ;  he  wente  him  to  the  houses 
of  helle.  And  there  he  temprede  hlse 
blaundisshinge  songes  by  resowninge 
strenges,  and  spak  and  song  in  wepinge 

2$  al  that  ever  he  hadde  received  and  laved 
out  of  the  noble  welles  of  his  moder 
Calliope  the  goddesse ;  and  he  song  with 
as  moohel  as  he  mighte  of  wepinge,  and 
with  as  moche  as  love,  that  douhLede  his 

JO  sorwe,  mighte  yeve  him  and  techen  him  ; 
and  he  commoevede  the  helle,  and  re- 
qnerede  and  bisoughte  by  swete  preyere 
the  lordes  of  sowles  in  helle,  of  relesinge  ; 
that  is  to  «syn,  to  yilden  him  his  wyf. 

35      Cerberus^  the  porter  of  helle,  with  his 
7-       three  hevedes,  was  cftMhf  «»d  al  iU2a£!l  j 
'  for  the  newe  song ;  and  the  three  god- 
desses, FurieSj  and  vengeresses  of  folonyes, 

VL    that  tormenten  and  agasten  the  sowles 

40  by  anoy,  woxen  sorvrful  and  sory,  and  ' 


wepen  teres  for  pitee.    Tho  ne  was  nat 
the  heved  of  Ixion  y-tormented  by  the 
overthrowinge  wheel ;  and  Tantalus,  that 
was  destroyed  by  the  woodnesse  of  longe 
thurst,  despyseth  the  flodes  to  drinke ;  4c 
the  fojKLthat  highte  voltor,  that  eteth  i^^^ 
the  stomak  or  the  giser  of  Tityus,  is  so  ^j^ 
itdfild  of  his  song  that  it  nil  otipn  ne  V 

tyren  no  more.     At  the  laste  the  lord  ^ 

and  juge  of  sowles  was  moeved  to  miseri-  50 
oordes  and  cryde,  *'  we  ben  overcomen," 
quod  he ;  "  jdve  we  to  Orpheus  his  wyf 
to  here  him  companye ;  he  hath  wel  y- 
bought  hir  by  his  song  and  his  ditee ; 
but  we  wol  putte  a  lawe  in  this,  and  55 
oovenaunt  in  the  yifbe :   that  is  to  aeyn, 
that,  tU  he  be  out  of  helle,  3rif  he  loke 
behinde  him,  that  his  wyf  shal  comen 
ayein  unto  ns,"        But  what  is  he  that 
may  yive  a  lawe  to  loveres?    Love  is  60 
a  gretter  lawe  and  a  strenger  to  him-self 
than  any  lawe  that  men  may  yeven.    Alias ! 
whan  Oipheus  and  his  wyf  weren  almest 
at  the  termes  of  the  night,  that  is  to  seyn^ 
at  the   laste   houndes  of  helle^  Orpheus  65 
lokede  abakward  on  Eurydioe  his  wyf, 
and  loste  hir,  and  was  deed. 

This  fable  aperteineth  to  yow  alle,  who- 
so-6ver  desireth  or  seketh  to  lede  his 
thought  in-tx>  the  soverein  day,  that  is  to  70 
seyn^  to  deemesse  of  soverein  good.  For 
who-so  that  ever  be  so  overcomen  that 
he  ficche  his  eyen  into  the  putte  of  helle, 
that  is  to  seyn,  who-so  sette  his  thoughtes  in 
erthely  thinges,  al  that  ever  he  hath  75 
drawen  of  the  noble  good  celestial,  he 
leseth  it  whan  he  loketh  the  helles,'  that 
is  to  seyn,  in-to  lowe  thinges  of  the  erthe 


Explicit  Liber  tercius. 


BOOK  IV. 


PxoBK  L   Hec  cum  Philosophia,  dignitate 

tiultus. 

WuAK  Philosophye  hadde  songensoftely 
and  delitably  the  forseide  thinges,  kepinge  ' 
the  dignitee  of  hir  chere  and  the  weighte 
«  '  !.:r  wordes,  X  tlianue,  that  ne  hadde  ' 


nat  al-outerly  loryeten  the  wepinge  and  5 
tho  mourninge  that  was  set  in  myn 
herte,  forbrak  the  entencioun  of  hir  that 
entendede  jdt  to  seyn  some  othre  tliinges. 
'  O,'  quod  I,  *  thou  that  art  gyderesse  of 
veiTey  light ;  the  thinges  that  thou  hast  lu 
seid  me  hider-to  ben  so  clere  to  me  and 
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80  shewinge  by  the  devyne  lookinge  of 
hem,  and  by  thy  resouns,  that  they  ne 
mowen    ben    overcomen.      And    thilke 

15  thinges  that  thou  toldest  me,  al-be-it  so 
that  I  hadde  whylom  foiyeten  hem,  for 
the  Borwe  of  the  wrong  that  hath  ben 
don  to  me,  yit  natholes  they  ne  weren 
nat  al-ontrely  unknowen  to  me.    But  this 

30  same  is,  namely,  a  right  greet  cause  of 
my  Borwe,  so  as  the  govemour  of  thinges 
IB  good,  yif  that  yveles  mowen  ben  by 
any  weyes  ;  or  elles  yif  that  yveles  passen 
with-oute  punissliinge.   The  whiche  thing 

25  only,  how  worthy  it  is  to  ben  wondred 
up-on,  thou  considerest  it  wel  thy-self 
certeinly.  But  yit  to  this  thing  theris 
yit  another  thing  y-joigned,  more  to  ben 
wondred  up-on.  For  felonye  is  emperesse, 

30  and  floureth  ful  of  richeaset ;  and  vertu 
nis  nat  al-only  with-oute  medes,  but  it 
is  cast  under  and  fortroden  under  the 
feet  of  felonous  folk ;  and  it  abyeth  the 
torments  in  stede  of  wikkede  felounes. 

35  Of  alle  whiche  thinges  ther  nis  no  wight 
that  may  merveylen  y-nough,  ne  com- 
pleine,  that  swiche  thinges  ben  doon  in 
the  regne  of  god,  that  aUe  thinges  woot 
and  alle  thinges  may,  and  ne  wole  nat 

40  but  only  gode  thinges.' 

Thanne  s^de  she  thus  :  '  Certes,*  quod 
she,  '  that  were  a  greet  merveyle,  and  an 
enbanhinge  with-outen  ende,  and  wel 
more  horrible  than  alle  monstres,  yif  it 

45  were  as  thou  wenest ;  that  ia  to  teyn,  that 
in  the  right  ordenee  hous  of  so  mochel . 
a  fader  and  an  ordenour  of  meynee,  that 
the  vesseles   that    ben   foulo    and  yyle 
sholden  ben  honoured  and  heried,  and 

50  the  precious  vesseles  sholden  ben  d&- 
fonled  and  vyle ;  but  it  nis  nat  so.  For 
yif  tho  thinges  that  I  have  concluded 
a  litel  her-bifom  ben  kept  hole  and  un« 
raced,    thou    shalt   wel    knowe    by  the 

55  autoritee  of  god,  of  the  whos  regne 
I  speke,  that  certes  the  gode  folk  ben 
alwey  mighty,  and  shrewes  ben  alwey 
out-cast  and  feble ;  ne  the  vyces  ne  ben 
never-mo  with-oute  peyne,  ne  the  vertues 

60  ne  ben  nat  with-oute  mede ;  and  that 
blisfulnesses  comen  alwey  to  goodo  folk, 
and  infortuno  comth  alwey  to  wikked 


folk.  And  thou  shalt  wel  knowe  many 
tkinges  of  this  kinde,  that  shoUen  ceeen 
thy  pleintes,  and  strengthen  thee  with  65 
stedefast  sadnesse.  And  for  thou  hast 
seyn  the  forme  of  the  verray  blisfulnesse 
by  me,  that  have  whylom  shewed  it  thee, 
and  thou  hast  knowen  in  whom  blisful- 
nesse is  y-set,  alle  thinges  y-treted  that  70 
I  trowe  ben  neoessarie  to  putten  forth, 
I  shal  shewe  thee  the  wey  that  shal 
bringen  thee  ayein  un-to  thyn  hous. 
And  I  shal  ficchen  fetheres  in  thy  thought, 
by  whiche  it  may  arysen  in  heighte,  so  75 
that,  alle  tribulacioun  y-don  awey,  thou, 
by  my  gydinge  and  by  my  path  and  by 
my  sledes,  shalt  mowe  retome  hool  and 
sound  in-to  thy  contree. 

Hbtkk  I.    Sunt  etemm  pennae  uolucrea 

mihi, 

I  have,  forsothe,  swifte  fetheres  that 
surmounten  the  heighte  of  hevene.  Whan 
the  swifte  thought  hath  clothed  it-self  in 
tho  fetheres,  it  despyseth  the    hateful 
erthes,  and  surmounteth  the  roundnesse  5 
of  the  grete  ayr ;  and  it  seeth  the  doudes 
behinde  his  bak ;  and  passeth  the  heighte 
of  the  region  of  the  fyr,  that  eschaufeth 
by  the  swifte  moevinge  of  the  firmament,  . 
til  that  he  areyseth  him  in-to  the  houses  10 
that  beren  the  sterres,  and  joyneth  his 
weycs  with  the  sonne  Phebus,  and  felaw- 
shipeth  the  wey  of  the  olde  oolde  Satur- 
nus ;  and  he  y-lnaked  a  knight  of  tho 
clere   sterre ;    that  ia  to  seyn,  that   the  15 
thought   ia  maked  goddea   knight  by  the 
aekinge  of  trouthe  to  comen  to  the  verray 
knotdeche   of  god.    And   thilke   thoght 
renneth  by  the  cerdo  of  the  sterres,  in 
alle  places  ther-as  the  shyninge  night  is  ao 
peinted ;  that  ia  to  aeyn^  the  night  that  ia 
cloudeUa ;  for  on  nightea  that  hen  doudelea 
it  aemeth  aa  the  hevene  were  peinted  with 
dyverae  imagea  of  aterrea.    And  whanne 
he  hath  y-doon  ther  y-nough,  he  shal  25 
forleteu  the  laste  hevene,  and  he  shal 
pressen  and  wenden  on  the  bak  of  the 
swifte  firmament,  and  he  shal  ben  maked 
parfit  of  the  worshipful    light   of  god. 
Ther  halt  the  lord  of  kinges  the  ceptre  30 
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of  his  mighty  and  atempreth  the  goveme- 
ments  of  the  world,  and  the  shyninge  ' 
JQf^  of  thinges,  stable  in  him-self,  gover- 
neth  the  swifbe  cart  or  yn,yii^  that  U  to 

35  t^yih  ths  dreuler  moevinge  of  the  aonne. 
And  yif  thy  wey  ledeth  thee  ayein  so 
that  thoQ  be  brought  thider,  thanne 
wolt  thou  s^ye  now  that  that  is  the 
oontree  that  thou  reqnerest,   of  which 

40  thon  ne  haddest  no  minde :  **  bnt  now  it 
remembreth  me  wel,  heer  was  I  bom, 
heer  wol  I  fastne  my  degree,  heer  wole 
I  dwelled'  Bnt  yif  thee  lyketh  thanne 
to  loken  on  the  derknesse  of  the  erthe 

45  that  thon  hast  forleten,  thanne  shalt 
thon  seen  that  thise  felonous  tyrannts, 
that  the  wrecchede  peple  dredeth,  now 
shoUen  ben  exyled  fro  thilke  fayre  con- 
tree.' 

pRosK  n.     Turn  ego,  Popae^  inquam. 

Than  seyde  I  thus :  *  owh !  I  wondre  me 
that  thou  bihetest  me  so  grete  thinges ; 
ne  I  ne  donte  nat  that  thon  ne  mayst 
wel  performe  that  thon  bihetest.  Bnt 
5  I  preye  thee  only  this,  that  thon  ne 
tarye  nat  to  telle  me  thilke  thinges  that 
thon  hast  moeved.' 

'First,*   qnod  she,   'thon  most  nedes 
knowen,    that    goode    folk    ben    alwey 

10  stronge  and  mighty,  and  the  shrewes 
ben  feble  and  desert  and  naked  of  alle 
strengthes.  And  of  thise  thinges,  oertes, 
everich  of  hem  is  deoUEred  and  shewed 
by  other.     For  so  as  good  and  yvel  ben 

15  two  contraries,  yif  so  be  that  good  be 
stede£E»t,  than  sheweth  the  feblesse  of 
yvel  al  openly;  and  yif  thon  knowe 
deerly  the  frelenesse  of  yvel,  the  stede- 
fastnesse  of  good  is  knowen.     Bnt  for  as 

20  moche  as  the  fey  of  my  sentence  shal 
be  the  more  ferme  and  habonndannt, 
I  will  gon  by  that  00  wey  and  by  that 
other ;  and  I  wole  conferme  the  thinges 
that  ben  purposed,  now  on  this  syde  and 

as  now  on  that  syde.  Two  thinges  ther  ben 
in  whiche  the  effect  of  alle  the  dedes  of 
mankinds  standeth,  that  is  to  seyn,  wil 
and  i)ower  ;  and  yif  that  oon  of  thise  two 
fayleth,  ther  nis  nothing  that  may  be 


don.  For  yif  that  wU  lakketh,  ther  nis  30 
no  wight  Uiat  nndertaketh  to  don  that 
he  wol  nat  don ;  and  yif  power  fayleth, 
the  wil  nis  but  in  ydel  and  stant  for 
naught.  And  ther-of  cometh  it,  that  yif 
thou  see  a  wight  that  wolde  geten  that  35 
he  may  nat  geten,  thou  mayst  nat  donten 
that  power  ne  fayleth  him  to  haven  that 
he  wolde.'  'This  is  open  and  cleer,' 
quod  I ;  '  ne  it  may  nat  ben  deneyed  in 
no  manere.'  40 

*  And  yif  thou  see  a  wight,'  quod  she, 
'  that  hath  doon  that  he  wolde  doon, 
thou  nilt  nat  douten  that  he  ne  hath 
had  power  to  don  it  ? '        '  No,'  quod  I. 

'  And  in  that  that  every  wight  may,  45 
in  that  men  may  holden  him  mighty'; 
Of  who  eeythy  in  ao  moche  <u  man  ie  mighty 
to  don  a  thing,  in  ao  mochel  men  halt  him 
mighty ;  and  in  that  that  he  ne  may,  in 
that  men  demen  him  to  be  feble.'  '  I  30 
confesse  it  wel,'  quod  I. 

'Bemembreth  thee,'  quod  she,  'that 
I  have  gadered  and  shewed  by  forseyde 
resouns  that  al  the  entencioun  of  the  wil 
of  mankinde,  which  that  is  lad  by  dyverse  55 
studies,  hasteth  to  comen  to  blisfVUnesse  ? ' 
'  It  remembreth  me  wel,'  quod  I,  '  that  it 
hath  ben  shewed.' 

'  And  record oth  thee  nat  thanne,'  quod 
she,  '  that  blisfolnesse  is  thilke  same  good  60 
that  men  requeren ;  so  that,  whan  that 
blisftilnesse  is  requered  of  alle,  that  good 
also  is  requered  and  desired  of  alle?' 
'It  ne  recordeth  me  nat,'  quod  I ;  ' for 
I  have  it  gretly  alwey  floched  in  my  65 
memorie.' 

*Alle  folk  thanne,*  quod  she,  'goode 
and  eek  badde,  enforcen  hem  with-oute 
difference  of  entencioun  to  comen  to 
good  ? '  *  This    is    a    verray    conse-  70 

quenoe,'  quod  I. 

'  And  certein  is,'  quod  she, '  that  by  the 
getinge  of  good  ben  men  y-maked  goode?' 
'  This  is  certein,'  quod  I. 

*  Thanne  geten  goode  men  that  they  ys 
desiren ? '         'So  semeth  it,'  quod  I. 

'  But  wikkede  folk,'  quod  she,  '  yif  they 
geten  the  good  that  they  desiren,  they  ne 
mowe  nat  be  wikkede  ? '  '  So  is  it,* 
quod  I.  80 
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'Thannef  so  as  that  oon  and  that 
other,'  quod  she,  '  desiren  good  ;  and  the 
goode  folk  geten  good,  and  nat  the  ivikke 
folk;  thanne  nis  it  no  doute  that  the 

R5  goode  folk  ne  ben  mighty  and  the  vrik- 
kede  folk  ben  feble?'  'Who-so  that 
ever,'  quod  I,  'donteth  of  this,  he  ne 
may  nat  considere  the  nature  of  thinges 
ne  the  consequence  of  resouns.' 

90  And  over  this  quod  she,  '  Yif  that  ther 
be  two  thinges  that  han  00  same  purpose 
by  kinde,  and  that  oon  of  hem  pursueth 
and  parformeth  thilke  same  thing  by 
naturel  office,  and  that  other  ne  may  nat 

95  doon  thilke  naturel  office,  but  folweth,  by 
other  manere  thanne  is  convenable  to 
nature,  him  that  aoomplissheth  his  pur* 
pos  kindely,  and  yit  he  ne  aoomplissheth 
nat  his  owne  purpos:  whether  of  thise 
100  two  demestow  for  more  mighty  ? '  *  Yif 
that  I  conjecte,'  quod  I,  *  that  thou  wolt 
seye,  algates  yit  I  desire  to  herkne  it 
more  pleynly  of  thee.' 

*  Thou  wilt  nat  thanne  deneye,'  quod 
105  she,  *  that  the  moevement  of  goinge  nis  in 

men  by  kinde  ? '       *  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 
*Ne  thou  ne  doutest  nat,'  quod  she, 

*  that  thilke  naturel  office  of  goinge  ne 
be  the  office  of  feet  ? '        '  I  ne  doute  it 

1 10  nat,'  quod  L 

*  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  yif  that  a  wight 
be  mighty  to  moeve  and  goth  upon  his 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  naturel 
office  of  feet  lakketh,  enibrceth  him  to 

115  gon  crepinge  up-on  his  handes  :  whiche 
of  thise  two  oughte  to  ben  holden  the 
more  mighty  by  right  ? '  '  Knit  forth 
the  remenaunt,'  quod  I ;  '  for  no  wight  ne 
douteth  that  he  that  may  gon  by  naturel 

ISO  office  of  feet  ne  be  more  mighty  than  he 
that  ne  may  nat.' 

*But  the  soverein  good,'  quod  she, 
'  that  is  eveneliche  purposed  to  the  gode 
folk  and  to  badde,  the  gode  folk  seken  it 

1^5  hy  naturel  office  of  vertues,  and  the 
shrewes  enforcen  hem  to  geten  it  by 
dyverse  coveityse  oferthdy  thinges^  which 
that  nis  no  naturel  office  to  geten  thilke 
same  soverein  good.     Trowestow  that  it 

130  be  any  other  wyse  ? '         *  Nay,'  quod  I ; 

*  for  the  consequence  is  open  and  shew; 


inge  of  thinges  that  I  have  graunted; 
that  nodes  gode  folk  moten  ben  mighty, 
and  shrewes  feeble  and  unmighty.' 

'  Thou  rennest  a-right  bifom  me,'  quod  155 
she,  '  and  this  is  the  jugement ;  that  is  4o 
teytiy  I  Juge  of  thee  right  as  thise  leches 
ben  wont  to  hopen  of  »yke  folk,  tchan 
they  aperceyven  tliat  nature  is  redressed 
and  withstondeth  to  the  maladye.    But,  140 
for  I  see  thee  now  al  redy  to  the  under- 
stondinge,  I  shal  shewe  thee  more  thikke 
and  continuel  resouns.  For  loke  now  how 
greetly   sheweth    the    feblesse    and   in- 
firmitee  of  wikkede  folk,  that  ne  mowen  145 
nat  comen  to  that  hir  naturel  entencioun 
ledeth  hem,  and  yit  almost  thilke  naturel 
entencioun  oonstreineth  hem.    And  what 
were  to  demen  thanne  qfahreices,  yif  thilke 
naturel  help  hadde  forleten    hem,  the  150 
which  naturel   help  of  intencioun   goth 
awey  bifom  hem,  and  is  so  greet  that 
unnethe  it  may  ben  overcome  ?   Consider 
thanne  how  greet  defaute  of  power  and 
how  greet  feblesse  thor  is  in  wikkede  155 
felononsfolk ;  as  tcho  seyth^  (he  gretier  thing 
that  u  coveited  and  the  desire  nat  acorn- 
plisahed,    of  the    las»e  might   ia   he  that 
coveileth  it  and  may  nat  acomplieahe,    And 
forthy  Fhilosophie  aeyth  thus  by  soverein  160 
good :  Ne  shrewes  ne  requeren  nat  lighto 
modes  ne  veyne  games,  whiche  they  ne 
may  folwen  ne  holden  ;  but  they  failen  of 
thilke   somme    and   of   the    heighte  of 
thinges,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good  ;  ne  165 
thise  wrocches  ne  comen  nat  to  the  effect 
of  soverein  good^  the  which  they  enforcen 
hem  only  to  geten,  by  nightes  and  by 
dayes ;  in  the  getinge  of  which  good  the 
strengthe  of  good  folk  is  fol  wel  y-sene.  170 
For  right  so  as  thou  mightest  demen  him 
mighty  of  goinge,  that  gooth  on  his  feet 
til  he  mighte  come  to  thilke  place,  fro  the 
whiche  place  ther  ne  laye  no  wey  forther 
to  ben  gon ;  right  so  most  thou  nedes  175 
demen  him  for  right  mighty,  that  geteth 
and  ateyneth  to  the  ende  of  alle  tliinges 
that  ben  to  desire,  biyonde  the  whiche  ende 
ther  nis  nothing  to  desire.     Of  the  which 
povxr  of  good  folk  men  may  conclude,  that  180 
the  wikked  men  semen  to  be  bareine  and 
naked  of  alle  strengthe.     For-why  for- 
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leten  they  vertues  and  folMren  vycee? 
Nis  it  nat  for  that  they  ne  knowen  nat 

185  the  goodes  ?  But  what  thing  is  more  feble 
and  more  caitif  thanne  is  the  blindnesse 
of  ignoraunce  ?  Or  elles  they  knowen  ftd 
wel  whiche  thinges  that  they  oughten 
folwe,  but  lecherye  and  coveityse  over- 

190  throweth  hem  mistomed ;  and  oertes,  so 
doth  dist^mperaunce  to  feble  men,  that 
ne  mowen  nat  wrastlen  ayeins  the  vyces. 
Ne  knowen  they  nat  thanne  wel  that  they 
forleten  the  good  wilfully,  and  tomen 

105  hem  wilfully  to  vyces  ?  And  in  this  wyse 
they  ne  forleten  nat  only  to  ben  mighty, 
but  they  forleten  al-outrely  in  any  wyse 
for  to  ben.  For  they  that  forleten  the 
comune  fyn  of  alle  thinges  that  ben,  they 

ao )  forleten  also  therwith-al  for  to  ben.  And 
per-aventure  it  sholde  semen  to  som  folk 
that  this  were  a  merveile  to  seyeu  :  that 
ithrewes,  whiche  that  contienen  the  more 
partye  of  men,  ne  ben  nat  ne  han  no 

:2i>5  boinge ;  but  natheles,  it  is  so,  and  thus 
stant  this  thing.  For  they  that  ben 
shrewes,  I  deneye  nat  that  they  ben 
shrewes ;  but  I  deneye,  and  seye  simplely 
and  pleinly,  that  they  ne  ben  nat,  ne  han 

iiu  no  beinge.  For  right  as  thou  mightest 
seyen  of  the  carayne  of  a  man,  that  it 
were  a  deed  man,  but  thou  ne  mightest 
nat  simplely  callen  it  a  man ;  so  graunte 
I  wel  forsothe,  that  vicious  folk  ben  wik- 

215  ked,  but  I  ne  may  nat  graunten  absolutly 
and  simplely  that  they  ben.  For  thilke 
thing  that  with-holdeth  ordre  and  kepeth 
nature,  thilke  thing  is  and  hath  beinge  ; 
but  what  thing  that  faileth  of  that,  thtU 

2 JO  ia  to  seyn^  that  hs  forleteth  naturel  ordre^ 
he  forleteth  thilke  thing  that  is  set  in  his 
nature.  But  thou  wolt  seyn,  that  shrewes 
mowen.  Certes,  that  ne  deneye  I  nat ; 
but  certes,  hir  power  ne  descendeth  nat 

3^5  of  strengthe,  but  of  feblesse.  For  they 
mowen  don  wikkednesses ;  the  whiche 
they  ne  mighte  nat  don,  yif  they  mighten 
dwellen  in  the  forme  and  in  the  doinge  of 
good  folk.    And  thilke  power  sheweth  ful 

430  evidently  that  they  ne  mowen  right 
naught.  For  so  as  I  have  gadered  and 
proeved  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  yvel  is 
naught ;  and  so  as  shrewos  mowen  only 


but  shrewednesses,  this  conclusioun  is 
al  cleer,  that  shrewes  ne  mowen  right  255 
naught,  ne  han  no  power.  And  for  as 
moche  as  thou  understonde  which  is  the 
strengthe  of  this  power  of  shrewes,  I  have 
definisshed  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  nothing 
is  so  mighty  as  soverein  good.'  '  That  340 
is  sooth,'  quod  L 

'And  thHke  same  soverein  good  may 
don  non  3rvel  ? '        *  Certes,  no,'  quod  I. 

*  Is  ther  any  wight  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'  that  weneth  that  men  mowen  doon  alle  ^45 
thinges  ? '        'No  man,'  quod  I,  '  but-yif 
he  be  out  of  his  witte.' 

'  But,  certes,  shrewes  mowen  don  yvel, 
quod  she.  'Ye,  wolde  god,'  quod  I, 
'  that  they  mighten  don  non  ! '  250 

' Thanne,*  quod  she,  'so  as  he  that  is 
mighty  to  doon  only  but  goode  thinges 
may  don  alle  thinges ;  and  they  that  ben 
mighty  to  don  jrvele  thinges  ne  mowen 
nat  alle  thinges :  thanne  is  it  open  thing  255 
and  manifest,  that  they  that  mowen  don 
yvel  ben  of  lasse  power.  And  yit,  to  proeve 
this  concltinoun,  ther  helpeth  me  this,  that 
I  have  y-shewed  her-bifom,  that  alle 
I>ower  is  to  be  noumbred  among  thinges  200 
that  men  oughten  requere.  And  I  have 
shewed  that  alle  thinges,  that  oughten 
ben  desired,  ben  referred  to  good,  right  as 
to  a  manor  heigh te  6f  hir  nature.  But  for 
to  mowen  don  yvel  and  felonye  ne  may  265 
nat  ben  referred  to  good.  Thanne  nis  nat 
yvel  of  the  noumbir  of  thinges  that 
oughte  ben  desired.  But  alle  power 
oughte  ben  desired  and  requered.  Than 
is  it  open  and  cleer  that  the  power  ne  the  270 
mowinge  of  shrewes  nis  no  power ;  and  of 
alle  thise  thinges  it  sheweth  wel,  that  the 
goode  folke  ben  certeinly  mighty,  and  the 
shrewes  doutelee  ben  unmighty.  And  it 
is  cleer  and  open  that  thilke  opinioun  of  275 
Plato  is  verray  and  sooth,  that  seith,  that 
only  wyse  men  may  doon  that  they 
deeiren ;  and  shrewes  mowen  hannten 
that  hem  lyketh,  but  that  theydesiren, 
that  U  to  seyn^  to  comen  to  tovereign  good^  280 
they  ne  han  no  power  to  acomplisshen 
that.  For  shrewes  don  that  hem  list, 
whan,  by  tho  thinges  in  which  they 
delyten,  they  wenen  to  ateine  to  thilke 
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aSs  good  that  they  desiren ;  but  they  ne  geten 
ne  ateinen  nat  ther-to,  for  ^yces  ne  comen 
nat  to  blisftilnesse, 

Mktke  II.     Quo8  uidea  eedere  celaod. 

Who-80  that  the  covertoores  of  hir 
veyne  aparailes  mighte  strepen  of  thUe 
proade  hinges,  that  thou  seest  sitten  on 
heigh  in  hir  chaires  gliteringe  in  shyniuge 
5  porpre,  envirounedwith  sorwful  armnres, 
manasinge  with  cruel  mouth,  blowinge 
by  woodnesse  of  herte,  he  shnlde  seen 
thanne  that  thilke  lordes  beren  with-inne 
hir   oorages    ful    streite    cheines.      For 

ID  lecherye  tormenteth  hem  in  that  oon 
syde  with  gredy  yenims  ;  and  troublable 
ire,  that  araiseth  in  him  the  flodes  of 
troublinge$j  tormenteth  up-on  that  other 
syde  hir  thought ;  or  sorwe  halt  hem  wery 

15  and  y-caught ;  or  slydinge  and  deceivinge 
hope  tormenteth  hem.  And  therfore,  sen 
thou  seest  oon  heed,  that  is  to  seyn,  oon 
ty^raunt^  beren  so  manye  tyrannyos, 
thanne  ne  doth  thilke  tyraunt  nat  that 

20  he  desireth,  sin  he  is  cast  doun  with  so 
manye  wikkede  lordee;  tfiat  is  to  seyn^ 
tcUh  so  manye  vyces,  that  han  ao  wikkedly 
lordthipes  over  hivi. 


PkosxIIL 


Videsne  igitur  quanto  in 
coeno. 


Seestow  nat  thanne  in  how  grete  fUthe 
thise  shrewes  ben  y-wrapped,  and  with 
which  cleemesse  thise  good  folk  shynen  ? 
In  this  sheweth  it  wel,  that  to  g^oode  folk 
5  ne  lakketh  neveivmo  hir  medes,  ne 
shrewes  lakken  neveivmo  torments.  For 
of  alle  thinges  that  ben  y-doon,  thilke 
thing,  for  which  any-thing  is  don,  it 
semeth  as  by  right  that  thilke  thing  be 

10  the  mede  of  that ;  as  thus  :  yif  a  man 
renneth  in  the  stadie,  or  in  the  forlong^ 
for  the  corone,  thanne  lyth  the  mede  in 
the  corone  for  which  he  renneth.  And 
I  have  shewed  that  blisfiilnesse  is  thilke 

15  same  good  ior  which  that  alle  thinges 
ben  doon.  Thanne  is  thilke  same  good 
purposed  to  the  workes  of  mankinde 
right  as  a  comune  mede ;  which  mede  ne 
may  ben  dissevered  fro  good  folk.    For  no 


wight  as  by  right,  fro  thennes-forth  that  20 
him    lakketh    goodnesse,    ne    shal   ben 
cleped  good.     For  which  thing,  folk  of 
goode  maneres,  hir  medes  ne  forsaken  hem 
never-mo.     For  al-be-it  so  that  shrewes 
wexen  as  wode  as  hem  list  ayeins  goode  35 
folky  yit  never-the-lesse  the  corone    of 
wyse  men  shal  nat  fallen  ne  faden.     For 
foreine  shrewednesse  ne  binimeth  nat  fro 
the   corages  of  goode    folk    hir  propre 
honour.     But  yif  that  any  wight  rejoyse  30 
him  of  goodnesse  that  he  hadde  take  fro 
with-oute  {as  who  seith^  yif  that  any  wight 
hadde  his  goodnesse  of  any  other  man  than 
ofhim-self)t  certes,  he  that  yaf  him  thilke 
goodnesse,    or   elles   som    other    wight,  35 
mighte  binime  it  him.    But  for  as  moche 
as  to  every  wight  his  owne  propre  bountee 
yeveth  him  his  mede,  thanne  at  erst  shal 
he  fallen  of  mede  whan  he  forleteth  to 
ben  good.    And  at  the  laste,  so  as  alle  40 
medes  ben  requered  for  men  wenen  that 
they  ben  goode,  who  is  he  that  wolde 
deme,  that  he  that  is  right  mighty  of  good 
were  part-les  of  mede?    And   of  what 
mede  shal  he  be  guerdoned  ?    Certes,  of  45 
right  faire  mede  and  right  grete  aboven 
alle  medes.     Bemembre  thee  of  thilke 
noble  corolarie  that  I  yaf  thee  a  litel 
her-biforn  ;  and  gader  it  to^der  in  this 
manere  : — so  as  good  him-self  is  blisful-  50 
nesse,  thanne  is  it  cleer  and  oertein,  that 
alle  good  folk  ben  maked  blisful  for  they 
ben  goode ;  and  thilke  folk  that  ben  blis- 
ftd,  it  acordeth  and  is  covenable  to  ben 
goddos.    Thanne  is  the  mede  of  goode  55 
folk  swich  that  no  day  shal  enpeiren  it, 
ne  no  wikkednesse  ne  shal  derken  it,  ne 
power  of  no  wight  ne  shal  nat  amenusen 
it,  that  is  to  seyn^  to  ben  maked  goddes. 
And  sin  it  is  thus,  t?uU  goode  men  ne  failen  60 
never-^no  of  hir  mede^  certes,  no  wys  man 
ne  may  doute  of  undepartable  peyne  of 
the  shrewes ;  that  is  to  seyn,  that  the  peyne 
of  shrewes  ne  departeth  nat  from  htm-self 
never-mo.    For  so  as  goode  and  yvel,  and  65 
peyne  and  medes  ben  contrarye,  it  mot 
nedes  ben,  that  right  as  we  seen  bityden 
in  gnerdoun  of  goode,  that  also  mot  the 
peyne  of  yvel  answery,  by  the  contrarye 
party,   to  shrewes.     Now  thanne,  so  as  7«> 
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bountee  and  prowesse  ben  the  mode  to 
goode  folk,  al-so  is  shrewednesse  it-self 
torment  to  shrewes.  Thanne,  who-so  that 
ever  is  entecched  and  defouled  with 
75  peyne,  he  ne  donteth  nat,  that  he  is 
entecched  and  defouled  with  yveL  Yif 
shrewes  thanne  wolen  preysen  hem-self, 
may  it  semen  to  hem  that  they  ben  with- 
oaten  party  of  torment,  sin  they  ben 
80  swiche  that  the  uttereste  wikkednesse 
(that  t9  to  aeifn,  wikkede  thewesj  which  that 
is  the  uttereste  and  the  worste  kinde  of 
ahrewednesse)  ne  defouleth  ne  enteccheth 
nat  hem  only,  but  infecteth  and  en- 
85  venimeth  hem  gretly  ?  And  also  look  on 
shrewes,  that  ben  the  contrarie  party  of 
goode  men,  how  greet  pejrne  felawshipeth 
and  folweth  hem  !  For  thou  hast  lemed 
a  litel  hor-biforn,  that  al  thing  that  is 
90  and  hath  beinge  is  oon,  and  thilke  same 
oon  is  good ;  thanne  is  this  the  conse- 
quence, that  it  semeth  wel,  that  al  that  ia 
and  hath  beinge  is  good ;  this  is  to  seyrtj 
as  who  seyth,  that  beinge  and  unitee  and 
95  goodnesse  is  al  oon.  And  in  this  manere 
it  folweth  thanne,  that  al  thing  that 
faileth  to  ben  good,  it  stinteth  for  to  be 
and  for  to  han  any  beinge :  wherfore  it 
is,  that  shrewes  stinten  for  to  ben  that 

100  they  weren.  But  thilke  other  forme  of 
man  kinde,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  forme  of 
the  body  with-oute,  sheweth  yit  that  thise 
shrewes  weren  whylom  men ;  wher-for, 
whan  they  ben  perverted  and  tomed  in-to 

105  malice,  certes,  than  han  they  forlorn  the 
nature  of  mankinde.  But  so  as  only 
bountee  and  prowesse  may  enhaunsen 
every  man  over  other  men ;  thanne  mot 
it  nodes  be  that   shrewes,  which  that 

no  shrewednesse  hath  cast  out  of  the  con- 
dicioun  of  man  kinde,  ben  put  under  the 
merite  and  the  desert  of  men.  Thanne 
bitydeth  it,  that  yif  thou  seest  a  wight 
that  be  transformed  into  vyces,  thou  ne 

1 15  mayst  nat  wene  that  ho  be  a  man.  For 
yif  he  be  ardaunt  in  avaryce,  and  that  he 
be  a  ravinour  by  violence  of  foreino 
richesse,  thou  shalt  seyn  that  he  is  lyke 
to  the  wolf.     And  yif  he  be  felonous  and 

lio  with-oute  reste,  and  exercyse  his  tonge 
to  chydinges,  thou  shalt  lykne  him  to  the 


hound.  And  yif  he  be  a  prevey  awaitour 
y-hid,  and  rejoyseth  him  to  ravisshe  by 
wyles,  thou  shalt  seyn  him  lyke  to  the 
fox-whelpes.  And  yif  he  be  distempro  125 
and  quaketh  for  ire,  men  shal  wene  that 
he  bereth  the  corage  of  a  lyoun.  And  yif 
he  be  dredful  and  fleinge,  and  dredeth 
thinges  that  ne  oughten  nat  to  ben  dred, 
men  shal  holden  him  lyk  to  the  hert,  130 
And  yif  he  be  slow  and  astoned  and 
lache,  he  liveth  as  an  asse.  And  yif  he 
be  light  and  unstedefast  of  corage,  and 
chaungeth  ay  his  studies,  he  ia  lykned  to 
briddes.  And  if  he  be  plounged  in  foule  135 
and  undene  luxuries,  he  is  with-holden 
in  the  foule  delyoes  of  the  foule  sowe. 
Thanne  folweth  it,  that  he  that  forleteth 
bountee  and  prowesse,  he  forleteth  to  ben 
a  man ;  sin  he  may  nat  passen  in-to  the  140 
oondicioun  of  god,  he  is  tomed  in-to 
abeest. 

Metre  III.    .  Vela  Neritii  dulds, 

Eurus  the  udnd  aryvede  the  sailes  of 
UlixeSy  duk  of  the  contree  of  Narice,  and 
his  wandringe  shippes  by  the  see,  in-to 
the  ile  ther-as  Circes^  the  faire  goddesse, 
doughter  of  the  sonne,  dwelleth ;   that  5 
medleth  to  hir  newe  gestes  drinkes  that 
ben  touched  and  maked  with  enchaunte- 
ments.    And  after  that  hir  hand,  mighty 
over  the   herbes,  hadde    chaunged   hir 
gestes  in-to  dyverse  maneres ;  that  oon  of  10 
hem,  is  covered  his  face  with  forme  of 
a  boor;    that  other  is  chaunged    in-to 
a  lyoun  of  the  contree  of  Marmorike,  and 
his  nayles  and  his  teeth  wexen ;  that 
other  of  hem  is  neweliche  chaunged  in-to  15 
a  wolf,  and  howleth  whctn  he  wolde  wepe ; 
that  other  goth  debonairely  in  the  hous 
as  a  tygre  of  Inde.        But  al-be-it  so  that 
the  godhed  of  MercuiHCf  that  is  cleped  the 
brid  of  Arcadie,  hath  had  mercy  of  the  20 
duke  UlixeSf  biseged  with  dyverse  yveles, 
and  hath  unbounden  him  fro  the  x>esti- 
lence  of  his  ostesse,  algates  the  roweres 
and  the  marineres  hadden  by  this  y- 
drawen  in-to  hir  mouthes  and  dronken  ^5 
the  wikkede  drinkes.    Thoy  that  weren. 
woxen  erwyn  hadden  by  this  y-chaunged 
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liir  mete  of  breed,  for  to  eten  akomes  of 
okes.     Non  of  hir  limes  ne  dwelleth  with 

30  hem  hole,  but  they  han  lost  the  yoice  and 
the  body ;  only  hir  thoaght  dwelleth  with 
hem  stable,  that  wepeth  and  biweileth 
the  monstmons  chaunginge  that  they 
suffiren.    O  overlight  hand  {ag  who  teyth^ 

35  O  !  feble  and  light  ia  the  hand  of  Circes  the 
enchaurUeresBe,  th€U  chaungeth  the  hodyee  of 
foUcea  in-to  hettea^  to  regard  and  to  com- 
jtariaoun  of  mtAadovn  that  is  maked  by 
vyce») ;  ne  the  herbes  of  Oircee  ne  ben  nat 

40  mighty.  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  may 
chaungen  the  limes  of  tJie  body,  algates 
yit  they  may  nat  channge  the  hertes ;  for 
with-inne  is  y-hid  the  strengthe  and  vigor 
of  men,  in  the  secree  tour  cf  hir  hertee ; 

45  thai  is  to  seyn,  tJie  strengthe  ofresoun.    But 

thilke  venims  of  vyces  to-drawen  a  man 

to  hem  more  mightily  than  the  venim  of 

Circes ;  for  vyces  ben  so  cruel  that  they 

.  percen  and  thomgh-passen  the    corage 

50  with-inne ;  and,  thogh  they  ne  anoye  nat 
the  body,  3^t  vyces  wooden  to  destroye  men 
by  wounde  of  thought/ 

Prose  IV.     Turn  ego,  Fateor^  inquam^ 

Than  seyde  I  thus :  *■  I  confesse  and  am 
a-knowe  it,'  qnod  I;  *ne  I  ne  see  nat 
that  men  may  sayn,  as  by  right,  that 
shrewes  ne  ben  chaunged  in-to  bestes 
5  by  the  qnalitee  of  hir  sonles,  al-be-it  so 
that  they  kepen  yit  the  forme  of  the  body 
ofmankinde.  But  I  nolde  nat  of  shrewes, 
of  which  the  thou^AC  fil^uel  woodeth 
al-wey  in-to  destrucoioun  of  goode  men, 

10  that  it  were  leveful  to  hem  to  don  that.' 
*  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  ne  is  nis  nat  leveftil 
to  hem,  ^slshal  wel  shewe  thee  in  coven- 
able  placepbttt  nfitheles,  yif  so  were  that 
thilke  that  men  wenen  be   leveful   to 

15  shrewes  were  binomen  hem,  so  that  they 
ne  mUihte  nat  anoyen  or  doon  harm  to  goode 
men,  certes,  a  greet  partye  of  the  peyne  to 
shrewes  sholde  ben  allegged  and  releved. 
For  al-be-it  so*  that  this  ne  seme  nat 

30  credible  thing,  per-aventure,  to  some 
folk,  yit  moot  it  nedes  be,  that  shrewes 
ben  more  wrecches  and  unsely  whan  they 
may  doon  and  performe  that  they  co-. 


veiten,  than  yif  they  mighte  nat  com- 
plisshen  that  they  coveiten.  For  yif  so  35 
be  that  it  be  wrecchednesse  to  wilne  to 
don  yvel,  than  is  more  wrecchednesse  to 
mowen  don  yvel ;  withroute  whiohe  mow- 
inge  the  wrecched  wil  sholde  langnisshe 
with-oute  eifect.  Than,  sin  that  everiche  30 
of  thise  thinges  hath  his  wrecchednesse, 
that  is  to  seyn,  toil  to  don  yvel  and  motoinge 
to  don  yvel^  it  moot  nedes  be  that  they  ben 
constreyned  by  three  unselinesses,  that 
wolen  and  mowen  andperformen  felonyes  SS 
and  shrewednesses.*  *I  aoorde  me,' 
quod  I ;  *  but  I  desire  gretly  that  shrewes 
losten  Bone  thilke  unselinesse,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  shrewes  weren  despoyled  of 
mowinge  to  don  yveU'  4<' 

*  So  shuUen  they, '  quod  she,  ^soner,  per- 
aventure,  than  thou  woldest ;  or  soner 
than  they  hem-self  wene  to  lakken  moto- 
inge  to  don  yvel,  -For  ther  nis  no-thing  so 
late  in  so'shorte  boundes  of  this  lyf,  that  45 
is  long  to  abyde,  nameliche,  to  a  corage 
inmortel ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  grete 
hope,  and  the  hye  oompassinges  of 
shrewednesses,  is  ofte  destroyed  by  a 
sodeyn  ende,  or  they  ben  war ;  and  that  50 
thing  estableth  to  shrewes  the  ende  of  hir 
shrewednesse.  For  yif  that  shrewednesse 
maketh  wrecches,  than  mot  he  nedes  ben 
most  wrecched  that  lengest  is  a  shrewe  ; 
thewhicho  wikked  shrewes  wolde  I  demen  55 
aldermost  unsely  and  caitifs,  yif  that  hir 
shrewednesse  ne  were  Anisshed,  at  the 
leste  wey,  by  the  outtereste  deeth.  For 
yif  I  have  concluded  sooth  of  the  unseli- 
nesse of  shrewednesse,  than  sheweth  it  60 
cleerly  that  thilke  wrecchednesse  is  with- 
outen  ende,  the  whiche  is  certein  to  ben 
perdurable.'  *  Certea,'  quod  I,  *  this 
conclusioun  is  hard  and  wonderful  to 
graunte ;  but  I  knowe  wel  that  it  acordeth  65 
moche  to  the  thinges  that  I  have  graunted 
her-bifom.' 

*  Thou  hast,'  quod  she,  *  the  right  esti- 
macioun  of  this ;  but  who-so-ever  wene 
that  it  be  a  hard  thing  to  acorde  him  to  70 
a  conclusioun,  it  is  right  that  he  shewe 
that  some  of  the  premisses  ben  false ;  or 
elles  he  moot  shewe  that  the  collacioun 
of  proposiciouns  nis  nat  speedftil  to  a 
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75  necessarie  conclusioxui.  And  yif  it  be  nat 
so,  bnt  that  the  premisses  ben  y-grannted, 
ther  is  not  why  he  sholde  blame  the 
arg^nment.  For  this  thing  that  I  shal 
telle  thee  now  ne  shal  nat  seme  lasse 

8<>  wonderful ',  but  of  the  thinges  that  ben 

taken  also  it  is  necessarie ; '  as  who  seyth^ 

it  foUceth  of  that  ichich  thai  is  purposed 

bifom,        '  What  is  that  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  that  is,  that  thise 

85  wikked  shrewes  ben  more  blisfol,  or  eUes 
lasse  icreeches,  that  abyen  the  torments 
that  they  han  deserved,  than  yif  no  peyne 
of  justice  ne  chastysede  hem.  Ne  this  ne 
seye  I  nat  now,  for  that  any  man  mights 

90  thenke,  that  the  maners  of  shrewes  ben 
coriged  and  chastysed  by  veniaunce,  and 
that  they  ben  brought  to  the  right  wey  by 
the  drode  of  the  toiment,  ne  for  that  they 
yeven  to  other  folk  ensaumple  to  fleen 

95  fro  vyces ;  but  I  understande  yit  in 
another  manere,  that  shrewes  ben  more 
unsely  whan  they  ne  ben  nat  punisshed, 
al-be-it  so  that  ther  ne  be  had  no  resoun 
or  lawe  of  oorreccioun,  ne  non  ensaumple 

100  of  lokinge.'  'And  what  manere  shal 
that  ben,'  quod  I,  '  other  than  hath  be 
told  her-bifom  ? ' 

'Have  we  nat  thanne  graunted,'  quod 
she,   '  that  goode  folk  ben  blisfol,  and 

105  shrewes  ben  wrecches  ? '       '  Yis,'  quod  I. 

'  Thanne, '  quod  she,  '  yif  that  any  good 

were  added  to  the  wrecchednesse  of  any 

wight,  nis  he  nat  more  welefol  Uian  he 

that  ne  hath  no  medlinge  of  good  in  his 

1 10  Bolitario wrecchednesse ? '  'So semeth it, ' 
quo<l  I. 

'  And  what  seystow  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'of  thilke  wreoche  that  lakketh  alle 
goodes,  so  that  no  good  nis  medled  in  his 

1 15  irrecchednesse,  and  yit,  over  al  his  wikked- 
nesse  for  which  he  is  a  wreccbe,  that  ther 
be  yit  another  yvel  anexed  and  knit  to 
him,  shal  nat  men  demen  him  more 
unsely  than  thilke  wrecche  of  whiche  the 

1 30  nnselinesse  is  releved  by  the  participa- 
cioun  of  som  good  ? '  '  Why  sholde  he 
nat  ? '  quod  L 

'Thanne,  certes,'  quod  she,  'han 
shrewes,  whan  they  ben  punisshed,  som- 

125  what  of  good  anexed  to  hir  wrecched- 


nesse, that  is  to  seyn,  the  same  peyne 
that  they  suffren,  which  that  is  good  by 
the  resoun  of  justice ;  and  whan  thilke 
same  shrewes  ascapen  with-oute  torment, 
than  han  they  som-what  more  of  yvel  yit  130 
over  the  wikkednesse  that  they  hui  don, 
that  is  to  seyn,  defaute  of  peyne ;  which 
defaute  of  peyne,  thou  hast  graunted,  is 
yvel  for  the  deserte  of  felonye. '  '  I  ne  maj^ 
nat  denye  it,*  quod  I.  ~  '         ^35 

'Moche  more  thanne,* quod  she,  'ben 
shrewes  unsely,  whan  they  ben  wrong- 
fully delivered  fro  peyne,  than  whan 
they  ben  punisshed  by  rightful  ven- 
jaunce.  But  this  is  open  thing  and  deer,  140 
that  it  is  right  that  shrewes  ben  pun- 
isshed, and  it  is  wikkednesse  and  wrong 
that  they  escapen  unpunisshed. '  '  Who 
xsighte  deneye  that  ?  '  quod  I. 

*  Bu^,'  quod  she,  '  may  any  man  denye  145 
that  al  that  is  right  nis  good  ;  and  also 
the  contrarie,  that  al  that  is  wrong  is 
wikke  ?  '  '  Certes,'    quod    I,    '  these 

thinges  ben  clere  y-nough  ;  and  that  we 
han  concluded  a  litel  her-bifom.  But  150 
I  praye  thee  that  thou  telle  me,  yif  thou 
acordest  to  leten  no  torment  to  sowles, 
after  that  the  body  is  ended  by  the 
deeth  ; '  this  is  to  seyn^  understandestoto 
aught  that  sofdes  hem  any  torment  after  Uie  155 
deeth  cf  the  bodyf 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  ye  ;  and  that  right 
greet;   of  which  sowles,*  quod  she,    'I 
trowe  that  some  ben  tormented  by  aspre- 
nesse  of  peyne ;  and  some  sowles,  I  trowe,  160 
ben  exercised  by  a  purginge  mekenesse. 
But  my  conseil  nis  nat  to  determinye  of 
thise  peynes.     But  I  have  travailed  and 
told  yit  hiderto,  for  thou  sholdest  knowe 
that   the    mowinge   of  shrewes,  which  165 
mowinge  thee  semeth  to  ben  unworthy, 
nis  no  mowinge  :  and  eek  of  shrewes,  of 
which  thou  pleinedest  that  they  ne  were 
nat  punisshed,  that  thou  wolde^t  seen 
that  they  ne  weren  never-mo  with-outen  170 
the  torments  of  hir  wikke<lnesse  :  and  of 
the  licence  of  the  viotcinge  to  don  yvel^  that 
thoti  preydest  that  it  mighte  sone  ben 
ended,  and  that  thou  woldest  fayn  lemen 
that  it  ne  sholde  nat  longe  dure  :  and  175 
that  shrewes  ben  more  unsely  yif  they 
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were  of  longer  dnringe,  and  most  tmsely 
yif  they  weren  perdurable.  And  after 
this,  I  have  shewed  thee  that  more  unsely 

iSo  ben  shrewes,  whan  they  escapen  with- 
onte  hir  rightful  peyne,  than  whan  they 
ben  pnnisshed  by  rightful  venjaunce. 
And  of  this  sentence  folweth  it,  that 
thanne  ben  shrewes  constreined  at  the 

185  laste  with  most  grevous  torment,  whan 
men  wene  that  they  ne  be  nat  pnnisshed.' 
*  Whan  I  consider  thy  resouns,'  quod  I, 
'  I  ne  trowe  nat  that  men  seyn  any-thing 
more  verayly.     And  yif  I  tome  ayein  to 

190  the  studies  of  men,  who  is  he  to  whom  it 
sholde  seme  that  he  ne  sholde  nat  only 
leven  thise  thinges,  but  eek  gladly  herkne 
hem  ? ' 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  so  it  is ;  but  men 

195  may  nat.  For  they  han  hir  eyen  so  wont 
to  the  derknesse  of  erthely  thinges^  that 
they  ne  may  nat  lifben  hem  up  to  the 
light  of  cleer  sothfastnesse ;  but  they  ben 
lyke  to  briddes,  of  which  the  night  light- 

300  neth  hir  lokinge,  and  the  day  bllndeth 
hem.  For  whan  men  loken  nat  the  ordre 
of  thinges,  but  hir  lustes  and  talents,  they 
wene  that  either  the  leve  or  the  mowinge 
to  don  wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  scapinge 

905  with-oute  ]>eyne,  be  weleful.  But  con- 
sider the  jugement  of  the  perdurable  lawe. 
For  yif  thou  conferme  thy  corage  to  the 
beste  thinges,  thou  ne  hast  no  nede  of  no 
juge  to  yeven  thee  prys  or  mede ;   for 

a  10  thou  hast  joyned  thy-self  to  the  most 
excellent  thing.  And  yif  thou  have  en- 
djnied  thy  studies  to  the  wikked  thinges, 
ne  seek  no  foreyne  wreker  out  of  thy- 
self ;  for  thou  thy-self  hast  thrist  thy-self 

315  in-to  wikke  thinges :  right  as  thou 
mightest  loken  by  dyverse  tymea  the 
foule  erthe  and  the  hevene,  and  that  alle 
other  thinges  stinten  fro  with-oute,  90 
that  ihou  nere  neither  in  hevene  ne  in  erthet 

aao  ne  eaye  nothing  more ;  than  it  sholde 
semen  to  thee,  as  by  only  resoun  of 
lokinge,  that  thou  were  now  in  the  sterres 
and  now  in  the  erthe.  But  the  poeple  ne 
loketh    nat    on    thiso    thinges.      What 

225  thanne  ?  Shal  we  thanne  aprochen  us  to 
hem  that  TCave  shewed  that  they  ben  lyk 
to  bestes  ?    And  what  woltow  seyn  of 


this  :  yif  that  a  man  hadde  al  forlorn  his 
sighte  and  hadde  foryeten  that  he  ever 
saugh,  and  wende  that  no-thing  ne  fayl-  230 
ede  him  of  perfeccioun  of  mankinde,  now 
we  that  mighten  seen  the  same  thinges, 
wolde  we  nat  wene  that  he  were  blinde  ? 
Ne  also  ne  acordeth  nat  the  poeple  to 
that  I^shal  seyn,  the  which  thing  is  sus-  235 
tened  by  a  stronge  foundement  of  resouns, 
that  is  to  aeyn^  that  more  unsely  ben  they 
that  don  wrong  to  othre  folk  than  they 
that  the  wrong  suffren.'  'I  wolde 
heren  thilke  same  resouns,'  quocT  f.  240 

*Denyestow,'  quod  she,  'that  alle 
shrewes  ne  ben  worthy  to  han  torment  ?' 
'Nay,' quod  I. 

'  But,'  quod    she,   '  I  am    certein,   by 
many  resouns,  that  shrewes  ben  unsely.'  245 
'  It  acordeth,'  quod  I. 

*■  Thanne  ne  doutestow  nat,'  quod  she, 
'  that  thilke  folk  that  ben  worthy  of  tor- 
ment, that  they  ne  ben  wrecches  ? '  *  It 
acordeth  wel,'  quod  I.  250 

'Yif  thou  were  thanne,'  quod  she, 
*y-8et  a  juge  or  a  knower  of  thinges, 
whether,  trowestow,  that  men  sholden 
tormenten  him  that  hath  don  the  wrong, 
or  elles  him  that  hath  suffred  the  wrong? '  255 
'I  ne  doute  nat,'  quod  I,  'that  I  noldc 
don  suffisaunt  satisfaccioun  to  him  that 
hadde  suffred  the  wrong  by  the  sorwe  of 
him  that  hadde  don  the  wrong.' 

*  Thanne  semeth  it,'  quod  she, '  that  the  360 
doere  of  wrong  is  more  wrecche  than  he 
that  suffred  wrong?'        'That  folweth 
wel,' quod  I. 

'  Than,'  quod  she,  '  by  these  causes  and 
by  othre  causes  that  ben  enforced  by  the  265 
same  rote,  filthe  or  sinne,  by  the  propre 
nature  of  it,  maketh  men  wrecches ;  and 
it  sheweth  wel,  that  the  wrong  that  men 
don  nis  nat  the  wreochednesse  of  him 
that    receyveth     the    wrong,    but    the  27" 
wreochednesse    of  him    that    doth   the 
wrong..     But  certes,'  quod    she,    'thiso 
oratours    or    advooats  don  al  the  con- 
trarye :  for  they  enforcen  hem  to  com- 
moeve  the  juges  to  han  pitee  of  hem  that  ^7S 
han  suffred  and  receyved  the  thinges  that 
ben    grevous   and   aspre,  and  yit  men 
sholden  more  rightfully  han  pitee  of  hem 
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that  don  the  ^revatinoes  And  the  wrongos ; 

280  the  'whiche  shrewes,  it  were  a  more 
coyenahle  thing,  that  the  accosoars  or 
advocats,  nat  -wToth  hnt  pit^ius  and  de- 
1)onair,  ledden  tho  shrewes  that  han  don 
wrong  to  the  jngement,  right  as  men 

285  leden  syke  folk  to  the  leche,  for  that  they 
sholde  seken  out  the  maladyes  of  sinne 
hy  torment.  And  by  this  covenannt, 
either  the  ent«nt«  of  deffendonrs  or  advo- 
cats  sholde  faylen  and  cesen  in  al,  or 

390  elles,  yif  the  office  of  advocats  wolde 
bettre  profiten  to  men,  it  sholde  ben 
tomed  in-to  the  habite  of  aocnsacionn ; 
that  it  to  9cyn^  they  aholden  acctue  shreuset^ 
and  fM,t  excuse  Item.    And  eek  the  shrewes 

a95  hem-self,  yif  hit  were  leveful  to  hem  to 
seen  at  any  cliite  the  vertn  that  they  han 
forleten,  and  sawen  that  they  sholden 
putten  adonn  the  filthes  of  hir  vyces  by 
the  torments  of  peynes,  they  ne  onghte 

300  nat,  right  for  the  recompensacioon  for  to 
geten  hem  bonntee  and  prowesse  which 
that  they  han  lost,  demen  ne  holden  that 
thiike  i>eynes  weren  torments  to  hem ; 
and  eek  they  wolden  refuse  the  attend- 

305  annce  of  hir  advocats,  and  taken  hem-self 
to  hir  juges  and  to  hir  accusors.  For 
which  it  bitydeth  that,  as  to  the  wyse 
folk,  ther  nis  no  place  y-leten  to  hate ; 
tJuU  it  to  seyrij  that  ne  hate  hath  no  place 

310  amongee  tryse  men.  For  no  wight  nil 
liaten  goode  men,  but-yif  he  were  over- 
mochel  a  fool ;  and  for  to  haten  shrewes, 
it  nis  no  resonn.  For  right  so  as  lan- 
goissinge  is  maladye  of  body,  right  so  l)en 

315  ^Tces  and  sinne  maladye  of  corage.  And 
BO  as  we  ne  deme  nat,  that  they  that  ben 
syke  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
bnt  rather  worthy  of  piteo :  wel  more 
worthy,  nat  to  ben  hated,  but  for  to  ben 

330  had  in  pitee,  ben  they  of  whiche  the 
thoughtes  ben  constreined  by  felonons 
wikkednesse,  that  is  more  cruel  than  any 
languissinge  of  body. 


Kktkk  IV. 


Quid  tantoa  itmat  exdtare 
tnotus. 


What  delyteth  yon  to  excyten  so  grete 
moevinges  o/?taterede8j  and  to  hasten  and 


bisien  the  fatal  disposicionn  of  your  deeth 
with  your  propre  handes  ?  that  is  to  seyn, 
hy  hatailes  or  by  eontek.  For  yif  ye  axen  5 
the  deeth,  it  hasteth  him  of  his  owne  wil ; 
ne  deeth  ne  tarieth  nat  his  swifte  hors. 
And  the  men  that  the  serpent  and  the 
lyonn  and  the  tygre  and  the  here  and  the 
boor  seken  to  sleen  with  hir  teeth,  yit  lu 
thiike  same  men  seken  to  sleen  everich  of 
hem  other  with  swerd.  Lo !  for  hir 
maneres  ben  dyvene  and  desoordaunt, 
they  moeven  nnrightAil  ostes  and  cruel 
batailes,  and  wilnen  to  i>erisshe  by  entre-  15 
chaunginge  of  darte&  But  the  resoun  of 
crueltee  nis  naty-nough  rightful.  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  covenable  guerdoun  to 
the  desertes  of  men?  Love  rightftilly 
goode  folk,  and  have  pitee  on  shrewes.'      30 

Probe  Y.     Hie  ego  uideo  inquam, 

^  Thus  see  I  wel,'  quod  I,  '  either  what 
blisftilnesse  or  elles  what  nnselinesse  is 
establisshed  in  the  desertes  of  goode  men 
and  of  shrewes.  But  in  this  ilke  fortune 
of  poeple  I  see  somwhat  of  good  and  som-  5 
what  of  3rvel.  For  no  wyse  man  hath 
lever  ben  exyled,  poore  and  nedy,  and 
nameles,  than  for  to  dwellen  in  his  citee 
and  flouren  of  riche8ses,and  be  redoutable 
by  honour,  and  strong  of  power.  For  in  10 
this  wyse  more  cleerly  and  more  witnes- 
fuUy  is  the  office  of  wyse  men  y-tret«d, 
whan  the  blis^lnesse  and  the  poustee  of 
govemours  is,  as  it  were,  y-shad  amonges 
poeples  that  be  neighebours  and  subgits]  15 
sin  that,  namely,  prisoun,  lawc,  and  thise 
othie  torments  of  laweful  peynes  ben 
rather  owed  to.felonons  citeceins,  for  the 
whiche  felonons  citezeins  tho  peynes  ben 
establisshed,  than  for  good  folk,  Thanne  ^ 
I  mervaile  me  greetly,'  quod  I,  *  why  that 
the  thinges  ben  so  mis  entrechaunged, 
that  torments  of  felonyes  pressen  and 
confounden  goode  folk,  and  shrewes 
ravisshen  medes  of  vertu,  and  hen  in  35 
honottrs  and  in  gret  estate.  And  I  desyre 
eek  for  to  witen  of  thee,  what  semeth  thee 
to  ben  the  resoun  of  this  so  wrongful 
a  conclusioun  ?  For  I  wolde  wondre  wel 
the  lasse,  yif  I  trowede  that  al  thise  30 
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thinges  weren  medled  by  fortunoufi  happe ; 
bat  now  hepeth  and  encreseth  jnyn  as- 
tonyinge  god,  govemoor  of  thinges,  that, 
so  as  god  yeveth  oite  tymes  to  gode  men 

35  godes  and  mirthes,  and  to  shrewes 
jryeles  and  aspre  thinges ;  and  yeveth 
ayeinwaxd  to  gode  folk  hardnesses,  and 
to  shrewes  he  gratinteth  hem  hir  wil  and 
that  they  de«3nren :  what  difference  thanne 

40  may  ther  be  bitwixen  that  that  god  doth, 
and  the  happe  of  fortune,  yif  men  ne 
knowe  nat  the  cause  why  that  it  is  ? ' 

'Ne   it   nis  no  mervaile,'  qnod   she, 
*  though  that  men  wenen  that  ther  be 

45  somewhat  folissh  and  confuse,  whan  the 
resoun  of  the  ordre  is  unknowe.  But 
al-though  that  thou  ne  knowe  nat  the 
cause  of  so  greet  a  disposicioun,  natheles, 
for  as  moche  as  god,  the  gode  govemonr, 

50  atempreth  and  govemeth  the  world,  ne 
doute  thee  nat  that  alle  thinges  ben  doon 
a-rightw 

Metre  V.     Si  quit  Arcturi  sidera  netdt, 

Who-so  that  ne  knowe  nat  the  sterres 
of  Arcture,  y-tomed  neigh  to  the  soverein 
contree  or  point,  that  is  to  myn^  y-tomed 
neigh  to  the  aavereinpool  of  the  firmament, 
S  and  wot  nat  why  the  aterre  Bootes  passeth 
or  gadereth  his  weynes,  and  drenoheth 
his  late  flambes  in  the  see,  and  why  that 
Bootes  the  aterre  unfoldeth  his  over<-swifte 
arysinges,  thanne  shal  he  wondren  of  the 

10  lawe  of  the  heye  eyr.  And  eek,  yifthcU 
he  ne  knowe  nat  why  that  the  homes  of  the 
fulle  mone  wexea  pale  and  infect  by  the 
boundes  of  the  derke  night ;  and  how  the 
mone,  derk  and  confuse,  discovereth  the 

15  sterres  that  she  hadde  y<covered  by  hir 
dare  visage.  The  comune  errour  moeveth 
fblk,  and  maketh  wery  hir  basins  of  bras 
by  thikke  strokes;  that  ie  to  eeyn,  that 
ther  ie  a  maner  of  poepHe  thai  highte  Cori- 

ao  bantesj  that  wenen  that,  whan  the  mone  i$  in 
the  edipte,  that  it  be  enehaunted ;  mid  ther- 
fare,  for  to  reeeowe  the  mone,  they  beten  hir 
barine  with  thikke  atrokee,  Ne  no  man 
ne  wondreth  whan  the  blastes  of  the 

25  wind  Chorus  beten  the  strondes  of  the 
see  by  quakinge  flodes;  ne  no  man  ne 


wondreth  whan  the  weighte  of  the  snowe, 
y-harded  by  the  oolde,  is  resolved  hy  the 
brenninge  hete  of  Phebus  the  sonne ;  for 
heer  seen  men  redely  the  causes.  But  30 
the  causes  y-hid,  that  is  to  aeyn,  in  hevene, 
troublen  the  brestes  of  men  ;  the  moev- 
able  poeple  is  astoned  of  alle  thinges  that 
comen  selde  and  sodeinly  in  our  age. 
But  yif  the  troubly  errour  of  our  igno-  33 
raunce  departede  fro  us,  so  that  we  tcieten 
the  caueee  why  that  ewiehe  thingea  bi-tyden, 
certes,  they  sholden  cese  to  seme  won- 
dres. 

Prosk  yi.    /to  eat^  inquam, 

'  Thus  is  it,'  quod  I.  "  But  so  as  thou 
hast  yeven  or  bi-hight  me  to  unwrappen 
the  hid  causes  of  thinges,  and  to  dis- 
covere  me  the  resouns  covered  with  derk- 
nesses,  I  prey  thee  that  thou  devyse  and  5 
juge  me  of  this  matere,  and  that  thou  do 
me  to  understonden  it ;  for  this  miracle 
or  this  wonder  troubleth  me  right  gretly.* 

And  thanne  she,  a  litel  what  smylinge, 
seyde:  'thou  clepest  me,'  quod  she,  'to  10 
telle  thing  that  is  grettest  of  alle  thinges 
that  mowen  ben  axed,  and  to  the  whiche 
questioununnethes  is  ther  aught  y-nough 
to  laven  it ;  aa  who  aeyth,  unnethee  ia  ther 
auffiaauntly  anything  to  anawere  parfitly  to  15 
thy  gueatioun,  ¥ov  the  matere  of  it  is 
swich,  that  whan  o  doute  is  determined 
and  cut  awey,  ther  wexen  other  doutes 
with-oute  number ;  right  as  the  hevedes 
wexen  of  Ydre,  the  aerpent  tJiat  Ereulea  20 
alotoh.  Ne  ther  ne  were  no  manere  ne 
non  ende,  but-yif  that  a  wight  con- 
streinede  tho  doutes  by  a  right  lyfly  and 
quik  fyr  of  thought ;  that  ia  to  aeyn,  by 
vigour  and  airengthe  of  wit.  For  in  this  35 
manere  men  weren  wont  to  maken  ques- 
tions of  the  simplicitee  of  the  purviaunce 
of  god,  and  of  the  order  of  destinee,  and 
of  sodein  happe,  and  of  the  knowinge  and 
predestinaoioxmdivyne,andofthelibert6e  yi 
of  free  wille ;  the  whiche  thinges  thou 
thy-self  aperce3rvest  wel,  of  what  weight 
they  ben.  But  for  as  mochel  as  the 
knowinge  of  thise  thinges  is  a  maner 
porcioun  of  the  medicine  of  thee,  al-be-it  35 
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so  that  I  have  litel  tyme  t-o  don  it,  yit 
natheles  I  wol  enforcen  me  to  shewe 
somwhat  of  it.  But  al-thogh  the  no- 
riMhinges  of  ditee  of  mosike  deljteth 

40  thee,   thon  most  snfFren  and    forberen 

a  litel  of  thiike  delyte,  vrhyle  that  I  weve 

to  thee  resonns  y-knit  by  ordre.'        *  As 

it  lyketh  to  thee,'  quod  I,  '  so  do.* 

Tho  spak    she    right    as    by  another 

45  biginninge,  and  seyde  thus.  *  The  en- 
gendringe  of  alle  thinges,'  qnod  she,  *  and 
alle  the  progressioons  of  mnable  natnre, 
and  al  that  moeveth  in  any  manere, 
taketh  his  canses,  his  ordre,   and    his 

50  formes,  of  the  stablenesse  of  the  divyne 
thoght ;  and  thiike  divyne  thought,  that 
is  y-set  and  put  in  the  tour,  that  is  to  deyn, 
in  the  heighte^  of  the  simplicitee  of  god, 
stablissheth  many  maner  gyses  to  thinges 

5$  tliat  ben  to  done ;  the  whiche  maner, 
whan  that  men  loken  it  in  thiike  pure 
clennesse  of  the  divyne  intelligence,  it  is 
y-cleped  purviaunce ;  but  whan  thiike 
maner  is  referred  by  men  to  thinges  that 

60  it  moveth  and  disponeth,  thanne  of  olde 
men  it  was  cleped  destinee.  The  whiche 
thinges,  yif  that  any  wight  loketh  wel  in 
his  thought  the  strengthe  of  that  oon  and 
of  that  other,  he  shal  lightly  mowen  seen, 

6$  that  thise  two  thinges  ben  dyverse.  For 
purviaunce  is  thiike  divyne  reson  that  is 
ostablisshed  in  the  soverein  prince  of 
thinges ;  the  whiche  purviaunce  dis- 
poneth alle  thinges.     But  destinee  is  the 

70  disxK>sicioun  and  ordinaunoe  clyvinge  to 
moevable  thinges,  by  the  whiche  dispo- 
sicioun  the  purviaunce  knitteth  alle 
thinges  in  hir  ordres ;  for  purviaunce 
cmbraceth  alle  thinges  to-hepe,  al-thogh 

75  that  they  ben  dyverse,  and  al-thogh  they 
ben  infinite ;  but  destinee  departeth  and 
ordeineth  nlle  thinges  singulerly,  and 
divyded  in  moevinges,  in  places,  in 
formes,  in  tymes,  as  thus :  lat  the  un- 

So  foldinge  of  temporel  ordinaunce,  assem- 
bled and  ooned  in  the  lokinge  of  the 
divyne  thought,  be  cleped  purviaunce ; 
and  thiike  same  assemblinge  and  oon- 
inge,  divyded  and  unfolden  by  tymes,  lat 

85  that  ben  called  destinee.  And  al-be-it  so 
that  thise  thinges  ben  dyverse,  yit  nathe- 


les hangeth  that  oon  on  that  other :  for- 
why  the  order  destinal  prooedeth  of  the 
simplicitee  of  purviaunce.    For  right  as 
a    werkman,    that   aperoeyveth    in    his  90 
thoght  the  forme  of  the  thing  that  he 
wol  make,  and  moeveth  the  effect  of  the 
werk,  and  ledeth  that  he  hadde  loked 
bifom  in  his  thoght  simply  and    pre- 
sently, by  temporel  ordinaunce :  oertes,  95 
right  so  god  disponeth  in  his  purviaunce, 
singulerly  and  stably,  the  thinges  that 
ben  to  done,  but  he  aministreth  in  ma^y 
maneres  and  in  dyverse  tymes,  by  des- 
tinee, thiike  same  thinges  that  he  hath  100 
disponed.        Thanne,  whether  that  des- 
tinee be  exeroysed  outher  by  some  divyne 
spirits,  servaunts    to    the   divyne   pur- 
viaunce, or  elles  by  som  sowle,  or  elles  by 
alle  nature  servinge  to  god,  or  elles  by  105 
the  celestial  moevinges  of  sterres,  or  elles 
by  the  vertu  of  angeles,  or  elles  by  the 
dyverse  subtilitee  of  develes,  or  elles  by 
any  of  hem,  or  elles  by  hem  alle,  the 
destinal  ordinaunce  is  y-woven  and  acom-  1 10 
plisshed.     Certes,  it  is  open  thing,  that 
the  purviaunce  is  an  unmoevable  and 
simple  forme  of  thinges  to  done  ;  and  the 
moveable  bond  and  the  temporel  ordi- 
naunce  of  thinges,    whiche    that    the  115 
divyne  simplicitee   of  purviaunce  hath 
ordeyned  to  done,  that  is  destinee.     For 
which  it  is,  that  alle  thinges  that  ben 
put  under  destinee  ben,  certes,  subgits  to 
purviaunce,  to  whiche  purviaunce  de&-  lao 
tinee  itself  is  subgit  and  under.     But 
some  thinges  ben  put  imder  purviaunce, 
that  surmounten  the  ordinaunce  of  des- 
tinee ;  and  tho  ben  thiike  that  stably  ben 
y-licched  negh  to  the  lirst«  godhed  :  they  125 
surmounten  the  ordre  of  destinal  moev- ' 
abletee.      For  right  as  of  cercles  that 
tomen  a-boute  a  same  centre  or  a-boute    * 
a  poynt,  thiike  cercle  that  is  innerest  or 
most  with-inne  joyneth  to  the  simplesse  130 
of  the  middel,  and  is,  as  it  were,  a  centre 
or  a  poynt  to  that  other  cercles  that 
tomen  a-bouten  him ;  and  thiike  that  is 
outterest,  compassed  by  larger  envyron- 
ninge,  is  unfolden  by  larger  spaces,  in  so  135 
moche  as  it  is  forthest  fro  the  middel 
simplicitee  of  the  poynt ;  and  yif  ther  be 
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any-thing  that  knittetli  and  felawship- 
peth  liim-self  to  thilke  xniddel  po3nit,  it 

140  IB  constreined  in-to  simplioitee,  that  is  to 
Myn^  in-io  unmoevabletee^  and  it  ceseth  to 
be  sliad  and  to  fleten  dyveraely :  right  so, 
by  semblable  resoon,  thilke  thing  that 
departeth  farthest  fro  the  first  thoght  of 

145  ir<>dt  i^  ^  nnfolden  and  stinunitted  to 
gretter  bondes  of  destinee :  and  in  so 
moche  is  the  thing  more  free  and  lans 
fro  destinee,  as  it  axeth  and  holdeth  him 
ner  to  thilke  centre  of  thinges,  that  is  to 

150  seyn,  god  And  yif  the  thing  clyveth  to 
the  stedefastnesse  of  the  thoght  of  god, 
and  be  vith-onte  moevinge,  certes,  it  sor- 
monnteth  the  necessitee  of  destinee. 
Thanne  right  swich  comparisoun  as  it  is 

155  of  skilinge  to  nnderstondinge,  and  of 
thing  that  is  engendred  to  thing  that  is, 
and  of  tyme  to  etemitee,  and  of  the  oercle 
to  the  centre,  right  so  is  the  ordre  of 
moevable   destinee   to   the   stable  sim- 

160  plicitee  of  purviannoe.  Thilke  ordi- 
nannce  moeveth  the  hevene  and  the 
sterres,  and  atempreth  the  elements  to- 
gideramonges  hem-self,  and  transformeth 
hem    by  entrechanngeable   mutacionn ; 

165  and  thilke  same  ordre  neweth  ayein  alle 
thinges  growings  and  fallinge  a-donn,  by 
semblable  progressionns  of  sedes  and  of 
sexes,  that  is  to  seyn,  male  and  femele. 
And  this  iike  ordre  oonstreineth  the  for- 

S70  tunes  and  the  dedes  of  men  by  a  bond  of 
causes,  nat  able  to  ben  nnbonnde ;  the 
whiche  destinal  causes,  whan  they  passen 
out  fro  the  biginninges  of  the  unmoevable 
purviaunce,  it  mot  nedes  be  that  they  ne 

^7$  be   nat   mutable.     And   thus   ben   the 

thinges  ful  wel  y-govemed,  yif  that  the 

simplicit^edwellingein  the  diyyne  thoght 

sheweth  forth  the  ordre  of  causes,  unable 

•   to  ben  y-bowed;    and  this  ordre    con- 

180  streineth  by  his  propre  stabletee  the 
moevable  thinges,  or  elles  they  sholden 
fleten  folily.  For  which  it  is,  that  alle 
thinges  semen  to  ben  confus  and  trouble 
to  us  men,  for  we  ne  mowen  nat  considere 

185  thilke  ordinaunce ;  natheles,  the  propre 
maner  of  evexy  thinge,  dressinge  hem  to 
goode,  disponeth  hem  alle. 
For  ther  nis  no-thing  don  for  cause  of 


yvel ;  ne  thilke  thing  that  is  don  by  wik- 
kede  folk  nif  nat  don /or  x^mZ.   Thewhiche  ^9^ 
shrewes,  as  I  hare  shewed  ftil  plenti- 
vously,  seken  good,  but  wikked  errour 
mistometh  hem,  ne  the  ordre  cominge 
fro  the  poynt  of  soverein  good  ne  de- 
clyneth  nat  fro  his  biginninge.   But  thou  195 
mayst  seyn,  what  unreste  may  ben   a 
worse  confnsioun  than  that  g^e  men  han 
somtyme  adversitee  and  somt3nme  pros- 
peritee,    and     shrewes     also    now    han 
thinges    that    they    desiren,    and    now  300 
thinges  that  they  haten  ?    Whether  men 
liven  now  in  swich  hoolnesse  of  thoght, 
{as  who  seyth,  hen  men  now  so  fvyae%  that 
swiohe  folk  as  they  demen  to  ben  gode 
folk  or  shrewes,  that  it  moste  nedes  ben  205 
that  folk  ben  swiohe  as  they  wenen? 
But  in  this  manere  the  domes  of  men 
discorden,  that  thilke  men  that  some 
folk  demen  worthy  of  mede,  other  folk 
demen  hem  worthy  of  torment.     But  lat  aio 
us  graunte,  I  pose  that  soni  man  may  wel 
demen  or  knowen  the  gode  folk  and  the 
badde ;  may  he  thanne  knowen  and  seen 
thilke  innereste  atempraunce  of  oorages, 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  be  seyd  of  bodies ;  a  15 
as  who  seyth,  may  a  man  speken  and  deter- 
minen  of  atempravnces  in  corages,  as  men 
were  wont  to  demen  or  speken   of  eom- 
plexiouns  and  atempraunees  of  bodies  f  Ne 
it  ne  is  nat  an  unlyk  miracle,  to  hem  320 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat,  (cm  who  seithy  but 
it  is  lyke  a  merveil  or  a  miraele  to  hem  that 
ne  knowen  it  nat),  why  that  swete  thinges 
ben  oovenable  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,  and  to  some  bodies  bittere  thinges  225 
ben  covenable  ,*  and  also,  why  that  some 
syke  folk  ben  holpen  with  lighte  medi- 
cynes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen  with 
sharpe  medicynes.      But   natheles,  the 
leche  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  the  250 
atempraunce  of  hole  and  of  maladye,  ne 
merveileth    of  it    no-thing.     But  what 
other  thing  semeth  hele  of  corages  but 
bountee  and  prowesse  ?    And  what  other 
thing  semeth  maladye   of  corages  but  355 
vycesP   "Who  is  elles  ke]>ere  of  good  or 
diyver  awey  of  yvel,  but  god,  govemour 
and  lecher  of  thoughtes  ?  The  whiche  god, 
whfui  he  hath  blholden  from  the  heye 
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340  tour  of  his  purveannce,  he  knoweth  what 
is  covenable  to  every  wight,  and  leneth 
hem  that  he  wot  that  is  covenable  to 
hem.  Lo,  her-of  comth  and  her-of  is  don 
this  noble  miracle  of  the  ordre  destinal, 

245  whan  godf  that  al  knoweth,  doth  swiche 
thing,  of  which  thing  that  unknowinge 
folk  ben  astoned.  Bnt  for  to  constreine, 
<u  toko  8eyth^  hut  for  to  comprehende  and 
telle  a  fewe  thinges  of  the  divyne  deep- 

350  nesse,  the  whiche  that  mannes  resonn 
may  nnderstonde,  thilke  man  that  thon 
wenest  to  ben  right  jnste  and  right  kep- 
inge  of  eqoitee,  the  contrarie  of  that 
semeth  to  the  divyne  porveaonce,  that  al 

2Si^  wot.  And  Lncan,  my  familer,  telleth 
that  *'  the  victorious  cause  lykede  to  the 
goddes,  and  the  cause  overcomdn  lykede 
to  Catoun."  Thanne,  what-so-ever  thou 
mayst  seen  that  is  don  in  this  werld 

260  unhoped  or  unwened,  certes,  it  is  the 
right  ordre  of  thinges ;  but,  as  to  thy 
wikkede  opinioun,  it  is  a  confusioun.  But 
I  suppose  that  som  man  be  so  wel 
y-thewed,  that  the  divyne  jugement  and 

365  the  jugement  of  mankinde  acorden  hem 
to-gider  of  him  ;  but  he  is  so  unstedefast 
of  oorage,  that,  yif  any  adversitee  come 
to  him,  he  wol  forleten,  xxu^^venture,  to 
continue  innocence,  by  the  whiche  he  ne 

270  may  nat  with-holden  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wyse  dispensacioun  of  god  spareth 
him,  the  whiche  man  adversitee  mighte 
enpeyren;  for  that  god  wol  nat  suifren 
him  to  travaile,  to  whom  that  travaile 

375  nis  nat  covenable.  Another  man  is  parfit 
in  alle  vertues,  and  is  an  holy  man,  and 
negh  to  god,  so  that  the  purviaunce  of 
god  wolde  demen,  that  it  were  a  felonye 
that  he  were  touched  with  any  adver- 

380  sitees ;  so  that  he  wol  nat  suffre  that 
swich  a  man  be  moeved  with  any  bodily 
maladye.  But  so  as  seyde  a  philosophre, 
the  more  excellent  by  me :  he  teyde  in 
Grek^  that  "  vertues  han  edified  the  body 

385  of  the  holy  man.''  And  offce  tyme  it 
bitydeth,  that  the  somme  of  thinges  that 
ben  to  done  is  taken  to  goveme  to  gode 
folk,  for  that  the  malice  haboundant  of 
shrewes  sholde  ben  abated.      And  god 

390  yeveth  and  departeth  to  othre  folk  pros- 


peritees  and    adversitees*  y-medled    to- 
hepe,  after  the  qualitee  of  hir  corages,  and 
remordeth  som  folk  by  adversitee^  for  they 
ne  sholde  nat  wexen  proude  by  longe 
welefulnesse.    And  other  folk  he  suffreth  395 
to  ben  travailed  with  harde  thinges,  for 
that  they  sholden  confermen  the  vertues 
of  corage  by  the  usage  and  exercitacioun 
of  x>acience.  And  other  folk  dreden  more 
than  they  oughten  f  that  whiche  they  300 
mighten  wel  beren ;  and  somme  dispyse 
that  they  mowe  nat  beren ;  and  thilke 
folk  god  ledeth  in-to  experience  of  him- 
self by  aspre  and  sorwful  thinges.    And 
many  othre  folk  han  bought  honourable  3^5 
renoun  of  this    world  by  the   prys  of 
glorious  death.    And  som  men,  that  ne 
mowen  nat  ben  overcomen  by  torments, 
have  yeven  ensaumple  to  othre  folk,  that 
vertu  may  nat  ben  overcomen  by  adver-  3i<> 
sitees ;   and  of  alle  thinges  ther  nis  no 
doute,  that  they  ne  ben  don  rightfully 
and  ordenely,  to  the  profit  of  hem  to 
whom  we  seen  thise  thinges  bityde.     For 
certes,  that  adversitee  comth  somtyme  3^5 
to  shrewes,  and  somtyme  that  that  they 
desiren,  it  comth  of  thise  forseide  causes. 
And  of  sorwful  thinges  that  bityden  to 
ahretcea,  certes,  no  man  ne  wondreth ;  for 
alle  men  wenen  that  they  han  wel  de-  3^^ 
served  it,  and  that  they  ben  of  wikkede 
merite;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  torment 
somtyme  agasteth  othre  to  don  felonyes, 
and  somtyme  it  amendeth    hem    that 
suffiren  the  torments.      And  the    pros-  3^5 
peritee  that  ie  yeven  to  shretoea  sheweth 
a  greet  argument  to  g^e  folk,  what  thing 
they  sholde  demen  of  thilke  welefulnesse, 
the  whiche  prosperitee  men  seen    ofte 
serven  to  shrewes.     In  the  which  tiling  330 
I  trowe  that  god  dispenseth;  for,  per- 
aventure,  the  nature  of  som  mui  is  so  « 
overthrowinge  to  yvel^  and  so  unooven- 
able,    that   the    nedy    povertee   of   his 
houshold  mighte  rather  egren  him  to  don  355 
felonyes.    And  to  the  maladye  of  him  god 
pntteth  remedie,  to  yeven  him  richesses. 
And  som  other  man  biholdeth  his  con- 
science defouled  with  sinnes,  and  maketh 
comparisoun  of  his  fortune  and  of  him-  340 
self;  and  dredeth,  per-aventure,  that  his 
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blisfnlnesse,  of  which  the  usage  is.  joyefiil 
to  him,  that  the  lesinge  of  thilke  blisfnl- 
nesse  ne  be  nat  sorwfal  to  him ;   and 

345  therfor  he  wol  chatinge  his  manereSf  and, 
for  he  dredeth  to  lese  his  fortune,  he  for- 
leteth  his  wikkednesse.  To  othre  folk  is 
welefohiesse  y-yeven  unworthily,  the 
whiche  overthroweth  hem  in-to  distmc- 

350  cioun  that  they  han  deserved.  And  to  som 
othre  folk  is  yeven  power  to  punisshen, 
for  that  it  shal  be  cause  of  contintM' 
cioun  and  exercysinge  to  gode  folk  and 
cause  of  torment  to  shrewes.    for  so  as 

555  ther  nis  non  alyaunce  by-twixe  gode  folk 
and  shrewes,  ne  shrewes  ne  mowen  nat 
acorden  «monges  hem-self.  And  why 
nat?  For  shrewes  discorden  of  hem-self 
by  hir  vyoes,  the  whiohe  vyces  al  to- 

360  renden  liir  consciences ;  and  don  ofte 
tyme  thinges,  the  whiche  thinges,  whan 
they  han  don  hem,  they  demen  that  tho 
thinges  ne  sholden  nat  han  ben  don.  For 
which  thing  thilke  soverein  purveaunce 

J65  hath  maked  ofte  tym.e  fair  miracle ;  so 
that  shrewes  han  maked  shrewes  to  ben 
gode  men.  For  whan  that  som  shrewes 
seen  that  they  snifren  wrongfully  felonyes 
of  othre  shrewes,  they  wezen  eschaufed 

370  in-to  hate  of  hem  that  anoyeden  hem,  and 
retomen  to  the  fmt  of  vertu,  whan  they 
studien  to  ben  unlyk  to  hem  that  they 
han  hated.  Certes,  only  this  is  the  divyne 
might,  to  the  whiche  might  yveles  ben 

375  thanne  gode,  whan  it  useth  tho  yveles 
covenably,  and  draweth  out  the  effect  of 
any  gode ;  cu  who  aeytkj  that  yvel  it  good 
only  to  the  might  0/ god  j  for  the  might  of  god 
ordeyneth  thilke  yvel  to  good.        For  oon 

380  ordre  embraseth  alle  thinges,  so  that 
what  wight  that  departeth  fro  the  resoun 
of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is  assigned  to 
him,  algat^s  yit  he  slydeth  in-to  another 
ordre,  so  that  no-thing  nis  levefiil  to  folye 

385  in  the  reame  of  the  divyne  purviaunce ; 
as  who  aeythy  nothing  nis  wUh-outen  ordi- 
nomnee  in  ths  reame  of  the  divyne  pur* 
viaunce;  sin  that  the  right  stronge  god 
govemeth  aUe  thinges  in  this  world.    For 

390  it  nis  nat  lev«fal  to  man  to  oompre- 
henden  by  wit,  ne  unfolden  by  word,  alle 
tho  subtil  ordinaunces  and  disposioionns , 


of  the  divyne  entente.  For  only  it  onghte 
suffise  to  han  loked,  that  god  liim-self, 
maker  of  alle  natures,  ordeineth  and  395 
dresseth  alle  thinges  to  gode  ;  whyl  that 
he  hasteth  to  with-holden  the  thinges 
that  he  hath  maked  in-to  his  semblaunce, 
that  is  to  seyn,  for  to  with-holden  thinges 
in^  goody  for  he  himself  is  goody  he  400 
chaseth  out  al  jrvel  fro  the  boundes  of  his 
oomxmalitee  by  the  ordre  of  necessitee 
destinable.  For  which  it  folweth,  that 
yif  thou  loke  the  purviaunce  ordeininge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  out-  405 
rageous  or  haboundant  in  erthes,  thou  ne 
shalt  not  seen  in  no  place  no-thing  of 
yvel.  But  I  see  now  that  thou  art 
charged  with  the  weighte  of  the  qnes- 
tionn,  and  wery  with  the  lengthe  of  my  410 
resoun ;  and  that  thou  abydest  som  sweet- 
nesse  of  songe.  Tak  thanne  this  draught ; 
uid  whan  thou  art  wel  refresshed  and 
refect,  thou  shal  be  more  stedefckst  to  stye 
in-to  heyere  questiouns.  415 

Methe  VI.    Si  tiis  celsi  ivra  tonantis. 

If  thou,  wys,  wilt  demen  in  thy  pure 
thought  the  rightes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
heye  thonderer,  that  is  to  seyn^  of  god ^  loke 
thou  and  bihold  the  heightes  of  the 
soverein  hevene.  There  kepen  the  sterres,  5 
by  rightful  alliaunce  of  thinges,  hir  olde 
pees.  The  sonne,  y-moeved  by  his  rody 
fyVy  ne  distorbeth  nat  the  colde  cercle  of 
the  mone.  No  the  sterre  y-cleped  'the 
Bere,'  that  enclyneth  his  ravisshinge  la 
courses  abouten  the  soverein  heighte  of 
the  worlde,  ne  the  same  sterre  Ursa  nis 
never-mo  wasshen  in  the  depe  westrene 
see,  ne  coveiteth  nat  to  deyen  his  flaumbes 
in  the  see  of  the  occian,  al-thogh  he  see  15 
othre  storres  y-plounged  in  the  see.  And 
Hesperus  the  sterre  bodeth  and  telleth 
alweythe  late  nightes;  and  Lucifer  the 
sterre  bringeth  ayein  the  dere  day.  And 
thus  maketh  Love  entrechaungeable  the  20 
perdurable  courses ;  and  thus  is  discord- 
able  bataile  y-put  out  of  the  contree  of 
the  sterres.  This  acordaunce  atempreth 
by  evenelyk  maneres  the  elements,  that 
the  moiste  thinges,  stryvinge  with  the  25 
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drye  thioges,  yeven  place  by  stoundes; 
and  the  colde  thinges  joynen  hem  by 
feyth  to  the  hote  thinges ;  and  that  the 
lighte  iyr  aiyseth  in-to  heighte ;  and  the 

30  hevy  erthes  avalen  by  hir  weightes.  By 
thise  same  causes  the  floniy  yeer  yildeth 
swote  smelles  in  the  firste  somer-sesoun 
warmlnge;  and  the  hote  somer  dryeth 
the  comes ;  and  antumpne  comth  ayein, 

35  hevy  of  apples ;  and  the  fletinge  reyn 
bideweth  the  winter.  This  atempraonoe 
norissheth  and  bringeth  forth  al  thing 
that  f  bretheth  lyf  in  this  world;  and 
thilke  same  atempraiinoe,    ravisshinge, 

4^  hydeth  and  binimeth,  and  dxencheth 
under  the  laste  deeth,  alle  thinges  y-bom. 
Amonges  thise  thinges  sitteth  the  heye 
maker,  king  and  lord,  welle  and  begin- 
ninge,  lawe  and  wya  juge,  to  don  equitee ; 

45  and  govemeth  and  enclyneth  the  brydles 
of  thinges.  And  tho  thinges  that  he 
stereth  to  gon  by  moevinge,  he  with- 
draweth  and  aresteth ;  and  affermeth  the 
moevable  or  wandringe  thinges.    For  yif 

5u  that  he  no  clopede  ayein  the  right  goinge 
of  thinges,  and  yif  that  he  ne  oon> 
streinede  hem  nat  efb-sones  in-to  round- 
nesses enclynede,  tho  thinges  that  ben 
now  continued  by  stable  ordinaunce,  they 

55  sholden  deiMurten  from  hir  welle,  t?uU  ia  to 
ieyn^  from  Mr  bigitminge^  and  faylen,  that 
ia  to  aeyrij  tome  in-to  nought.  This  is 
the  comune  Love  to  aUe  thinges  ;  and  alle 
thinges  axen  to  ben  holden  by  the  fyn  of 

60  good.  For  elles  ne  mighten  they  nat 
lasten ;  yif  they  ne  come  nat  efb-sones 
ayein,  by  Love  retomed,  to  the  cause  that 
hath  yeven  hem  beinge,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  to 
god. 

Pkose  YII.     lamns  igitur  uidea, 

Seestow  nat  thanne  what  thing  folweth 
alle  the  thinges  that  I  have  seyd?  ' 
Boece.  •  What  thing  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  al-outrely,  that  alle 
5  fortune  is  good.*  *  And  how  may  that 

be  ?  *  quod  L 

'  Now  understand, '  quod  she,  *  so  as  alle 
fortune,  whether  so  it  be  joyeful  fortune 
or  aspre  fortune,  is  yeven  either  by  cause 


of  guerdoning  or  elles  of  exeroysinge  of  10 
good  folk,  or  elles  by  cause  to  punisshen 
or  elles  chastysen  shrewes ;  thanne  is  alle 
fortune  good,  the  whiche  fortune  is  cer- 
tein  that  it  be  either  rightful  or  elles 
profitable.'         *  Forsothe,   this  is  a  ful  15 
verray  resoxm,'  quod  I ;  *and  yif  I  con- 
sider the  purviaunoe  and  the  destinee 
that  thou  taughtest  me  a  litel  her-bifom, 
this  sentence  is  sustened  by  stedefast 
i^BSouns.     But  yif  it  lyke  unto  thee,  lat  us  20 
nonmbren  hem  amonges  thilke  thinges, 
of  whiche  thou  seydest  a  litel  her-bifom, 
that  they  ne  were  nat  able  to  ben  wened 
to  the  poeple.* 

'  Why  so  ? '  quod  she.         *  For  that  the  25 
comune  word  of  men,'  quod  I,  '  misuseth 
this  maner  apeche  offoHune^  and  seyn  ofto 
^ymes  that  the  fortune  of  som  wight  is 
wikkede.' 

*  Wiltow  thanne,'  quod  she,    '  that  I  30 
aproche  a  litel  to  the  wordes  of  the  poeple, 

so  that  it  seme  nat  to  hem  that  I  be  over- 
moche  departed  as  fro  the  usage  of  man- 
kinde  ? '        *  As  thou  wolt,'  quod  L 

^Demestow  nat,'-  quod  she,   *that  al  35 
thing  that  proflteth  is  good ?'        '  Yis,' 
quod  L 

'And  certes,  thilke  thing  that  exer- 
oyseth  or«corigeth, proflteth ? '  'I con- 
fesse  it  wel,'  quod  L  40 

*  Thanne  is  it  good?' quod  she.  *Wliy 
nat  ? '  quod  L 

*  But  this  is  the  fortune,'  quod  she,  '  of 
hem  that  either  ben  put  in  vertu  and 
batailen  ayeins  aspre  thinges,  or  elles  of  45 
hem  that  eschuen  and  declynen  fro  vyces 
and  taken  the  wey  of  vertu.'  '  This  ne 
may  I  nat  denye,'  quod  I. 

*  But  what  seystowof  the  mery  fortune 
that  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in  guerdoun  ?  50 
Demeth  aught  the  poeple  that  it  is  wik- 
ked?'  *Nay,  forsothe,'  quod  I;  'but 
they  demon,  as  it  sooth  is,  that  it  is  right 
good.' 

*  And  what  seystow  of  that  other  for-  55 
tune,'  quod  she,  'that,  al-thogh  that  it  be 
aspre,  and  restreineth  the  shrewes  by 
rightfVil   torment,    weneth     aught     the 
poeple  that  it  be  good  P  '        '  Nay,'  quod 

I^  '  but  the  poeple  demeth  that  it  is  most  60 
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wrecched  of  alle  t  hinges  that  may  ben 
thought.' 

*"War  now,  and  loke  wol,'  quod  she, 
'  lest  that  we,  in  folwinge  the  opinioun  of 

65  the  poeple,  have  confessed  and  concluded 
thing  that  is  unable  to  bewened  to  Ui6 
poeple.*        *  What  is  that/  quod  I. 

*  Ceztes,'  quod  she,  *  it  folweth  or  comth 
of  thinges  that  ben  graunted,  that  alle 

70  fortune,  whatH90-ever  it  be,  of  hem  that 
ben  either  in  possessioun  of  vertu,  or  in 
the  encres  •f  vertu,  or  elles  in  the  pur- 
chasinge  of  vertu,  that  thilke  fortune  is 
good ;  and  that  alle  fortune  is  right  wik- 

75  kede  to  hem  that  dwellen  in  shrewed- 
nesse ; '  as  who  eeytJi,  and  thtte  toeneth  not 
the  poeple.  '  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I,  '  al- 
be-it  so  that  no  man  dar  confesse  it  ne 
biknowen  it.' 

80  '  Why  so?  'quod  she ;  *  for  right  as  the 
stronge  man  ne  semeth  nat  to  abaissen  or 
disdaignen  as  ofte  tyme  bjb  he  hereth  the 
noise  of  the  batcdle,  ne  also  it  ne  semeth 
nat,  to  the  wyse  man,  to  beren  it  gre- 

85  vously,  as  ofte  as  he  is  lad  in-to  the  stryf 
of  fortune.  For  bothe  to  that  oon  man 
and  eek  to  that  other  thilke  dif&cultee  is 
the  matere  ;  to  that  oon  man,  of  encres 
of   his   glorious    renoun,    and    to    that 

S)o  other  man,  to  confirme  his  sapience,  thai 
is  to  aewiy  tO'  t?ie  agprenesse  of  his  estoL 
For  thcrfore  is  it  called  "vertu,"  for 
that  it  susteneth  and  enforseth,  by  hise 
strengthes,  that  it  nis  nat  overcomen  by 

95  odversitees.  Ne  certes,  thou  that  art  put 
in  the  encres  or  in  the  heighte  of  vertu, 
no  hast  nat  comen  to  fleten  with  delices, 
and  for  to  welken  in  bodily  luste ;  thou 
sowest  or  plauntcst  a  fnl  cgre  bataUe  in 

luo  thy  corroqe  ayeins  every  fortune  :  for  that 
the  sorwful  fortune  ne  confounde  thee 
nat,  ne  that  the  merye  fortune  ne  co- 
rumpe  thee  nat,  occupye  the  mene  by 
stedefost  strengthes.  For  al  that  ever  is 
105  under  the  mene,  or  elles  al  that  over- 
passeth  the  mene,  despyseth  welefulnesse 
{a*  who  seyth^  it  is  vtciotis)^  and  ne  hath  no 
mede  of  his  travaile.  For  it  is  set  in  your 
hand  (<is  tcho  seytTi,  it  lyth  in  your  power) 
1 10  what  fortune  yow  is  levest,  that  is  to  aeyn^ 
good  or  yveL    For  alio  fortune  that  semeth 


sharp  or  aspre,  yif  it  ne  exercyse  nat  tJie 
gode  folk  ne  chastyseth  the  unkkedfblky  it 
punissheth. 

MsTBB  VII.    Bdla  his  quinis  operatus 

annis. 

The  wreker  Attrides,   thcU  is  to  seyn^ 
Agamenony  that  wroughte  and  continuedo 
the  batailes  by  ten  yeer,  recovered  and 
purgede  in  wrekinge^  by  the  destruccioun 
of  Troyo,  the  loste  chaumbres  of  mariage  5 
of  his  brother;  this  is  to   seyn^  that  he, 
Agamenon,  wan  ayein  Eleyne^   that   was 
Menelaus  wyf  his  brother.     In  the  mcno 
whyle  that  thilke  Agamemm  desirede  to 
yevensayles  to  the  Grekissh  navye,  and  10 
boughte  ayein  the  windes  by  blood,  ho 
unclothede  him  of  pitee  of  fader;  and  the 
sory  preest    yiveth    in    sacrifyinge   the 
wrecched  cuttinge  of  throte  of  the  dough- 
ter;    that  is  to  seyn,  that  Agamenon  let  15 
cutten  the  throte  of  his  doughter  by  th> 
preest,  to  maken  allyaunce  with  his  goddes, 
and  for  to  han  toind  udth  whiche  fie  mighie 
wenden  to  Troye.        Itacus,  th4it  is  to  seyn, 
Ulixes,  biwepte  his  felawes  y-lorn,  the  jo 
whiche  felawes  the  ferse  Poliphemus,  lig- 
ginge  in  his  grete  cave,  hadde  freten  and 
dreynt  in  his  empty  wombe.     But  nathe- 
les  Poliphemus,  wood  for  his  blinde  visage, 
yald  to  Ulixes  joye  by  his  sorwful  teres ;  ^5 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  Ulixes  smoot  out  the 
eye  of  Poliphemus  that  stood  in  his  forehed, 
for  w?iich  Ulixes  hadde  Joye,  whan  he  say 
Poliphejnus  vo^nge  and  blinde,        Her- 
cules is  celebrable  for  his  harde  travailes ;  30 
he  dauntede  the  proude  Centaures,  lialf 
hors,  half  man;  and  he  birafbe  the  di- 
spoylinge  fro  the  cruel  lyoun,  that  is  to 
seyn,  he  slowh  the  lyoun  and  rafte  him  his 
skin.    He  smoot  the  briddes  that  highten  35 
^rpyejwithoerteinarwes.  Horavisshcde 
apples  fro  the  wakinge  dragoun,  and  his 
hand  was  the  more  hevy  for  the  goldeno 
metal.    He  drow  Cerberus,  the  hound  of 
helle,  by  his  treble  cheyne.     He,  over-  40 
comer,  as  it  is  seyd,  hath  put  an  nnmeke 
lord  foddre  to  his  cruel  hors ;  this  is  to 
seyn,  thoA  Hercules  slowh  Diomedes,  and 
made  his  hors  to  freten  him.    And  he, 
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45  Hercules,  slowh  Ydra  the  aerpent,  and 
brende  the  venixn.  And  Achelons  the 
flood,  defonled  in  his  forhed,  dreynte  his 
shamefast  visage  in  his  strondes ;  this  is 
to  aeyn^  that  Achelons  coude  transfigure 

50  him-aelf  in-to  dyverae  lyknesees ;  and^  at  he 
faught  with  Herculea^  at  the  laste  he  tomede 
him  in-4o  a  hole  :  and  Hercules  hralc  ofoon 
of  his  homeSy  and  he^  for  shame^  hidde  him 
in  his  river.     And   he,  Hercules,  caste 

55  adoun  Antheus  the  gyaunt  in  the 
strondes  of  Libie ;  and  Gacns  apaysede 
the  wratthes  of  Evander ;  this  is  to  seyn^ 
that  Hercules  slowh  the  monstre  Cacus^  and 
apaysede  with  that  deeth  the  wratthe  of 

60  Evander.  And  the  bristlede  boor  markede 
with  scomes  the  shuldres  of  Hercules,  the 


whiche  shuldres  the  heye  cercle  of  hevene 
sholde  thriste.     And  the  laste  of  his  lo- 
Ixyurs  was,  that  he  sustened  the  hevene 
up-on  his  nekke  unbowed ;  and  he  de-  65 
servede  cft-sones  the  hevene,  to  ben  the 
pr3rs  of  his  laste  travaile.        Gk>th  now 
thanne,  ye  stronge  men,  ther-as  the  heye 
wey  of  the  grete  ensaumple  ledeth  yow. 
O  nyce  men,  why  nake  ye  youre  bakkes  ?  70 
As  who  seyth  :  O  ye  slowe  and  deUcat  men, 
why  flee  ye  advenitees^  and  ne  flghten  nat 
ayeins  hem  by  vertu^  to  vdnnen  the  mede  of 
the  hevene  f    For  the  erthe,  overcomen, 
yeveth  thesterres*;  this  is  to  seyn,  that,  75 
whan  that  erthely  lust  is  overcomen,  a  wan 
is  maked  worthy  to  the  hevene. 


BOOK    V. 


Prose  I.     Dixerai,  orationisque 
curmtm. 

She  hadde  seyd,  and  tomed  the  cours 
of  hir  resonn  to  some  othre  thinges  to  ben 
treted  and  to  ben  y-sped.  Thanne  seyde 
I,  'Gertes,  rightful  is  thyn  amonestinge 

5  and  ful  digne  by  auctoritee.  But  that 
thou  seidest  whylom,  that  the  questioun 
of  the  divyne  purviaunce  is  enlaced  with 
many  other  questiouns,  I  understonde 
wel  and  proeve  it  by  the  same  thing.  But 

10  I  axe  yif  that  thou  wenest  that  hap  be 

any  thing  in  any  wej^ ;  and,  yif  thou 

wenest  that  hap   be  anything,  what  is 

it?' 

Thanne  quod  she,  '  I  liaste  me  to  yilden 

15  and  assoilen  to  thee  the  dette  of  my 
bihest,  and  to  shewen  and  opnen  the  wey, 
by  which  wey  thou  mayst  come  ayein  to 
thy  contree.  But  al-be-it  so  that  the 
thinges  which  that  thou  axest  ben  right 

20  profitable  to  knowe,  yit  ben  they  diverse 
somwhat  fro  the  path  of  my  purpos ;  and 
it  is  to  douten  that  thou  ne  be  maked 
wery  by  mis-weyes,  so  that  thou  ne  moyst 
nat  su£^ce  to  mesuren  the  right  wey.' 

3$  '  No  doute  thee  ther-of  nothing,'  quod  L 


'  ^  For,  for  to  knowen  thilke  thinges  to- 
gedere,  in  the  whiche  thinges  I  delyt«  me 
greetly,  that  shal  ben  to  me  in  st«de  of 
reste;  sin  it  is  nat  to  douten  of  the 
thinges  folwinge,  whan  every  syde  of  thy  30 
disputacioun  shal  han  be  stedefast  to  me 
by  undoutous  feith.' 

Thanne  seyde  she,  'That  manere  wol 
I  don  thee ' ;  and  bigan  to  speken  right 
thus.  *  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  yif  any  wight  35 
difflnisshe  hap  in  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  "  hap  is  bitydinge  y-brought 
forth  by  foolish  moevinge  and  by  no 
knettinge  of  causes,"  I  conferme  that  hap 
nis  right  naught  in  no  wyse ;  and  I  deme  40 
al-outrely  that  hap  nis,  ne  dwellcth  but 
a  voice,  as  who  seith,  but  an  ydel  word, 
with-outen  any  significacioun  of  thing 
submitted  to  that  vois.  For  what  place 
mighte  ben  left,  or  dwellinge,  to  folye  45 
and  to  disordenaunce,  sin  that  god -ledeth 
and  constreineth  alle  thinges  by  ordre  ? 
For  this  sentence  is  verray  and  sooth, 
that  ''nothing  ne  hath  his  beinge  of 
naught " ;  to  the  whiche  sentence  none  50 
of  thise  olde  folk  ne  withseyde  never ; 
al-be-it  so  that  they  ne  xmderstoden  ne 
meneden  it  naught  by  god,  prince  and 
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beginnere  of  werkinge,  bnt  they  oasten 

55  [it]  as  a  manere  foundement  of  subject 
material,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  nature  of 
alle  resonn.  And  yif  that  any  thing  is 
woxen  or  oomen  of  no  causeSf  than  shal  it 
seme  that  thilke  thing  is  oomen  or  woxen 

60  of  naught ;  but  yif  this  ne  may  nat  ben 
don,  thanne  is  it  nat  possible,  that  hap 
be  any  swich  thing  as  I  have  diffinisshed 
a  litel  heer-bifom.'  *How  shal  it 
thanne  be?  *  quod  L     '  Nis  ther  thanne 

65  no-thing  that  by  right  may  be  oleped 
either  '*  hap  "  or  elles  **  a  venture  of  for- 
tune "  ;  or  is  ther  aught,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  is  hid  fro  the  peple,  to  which  these 
wordes  ben  coyenable  ? ' 

70      *Myn  Aristotulis/  quod  she,    *in  the 

book  of  his  Phisik,  dififtnissheth  this  thing 

by  short  resoun,  and  neigh  to  the  sothe.' 

*  In  which  manere? '  quod  L 

*  As  ofte,'  quod  she,  *  as  men  doon  any 

75  thing  for  grace  of  any  other  thing,  and 
an-other  thing  than  thilke  thing  that 
men  entenden  to  don  bitydeth  by  some 
causes,  it  is  cleped  **hap."  Bight  as 
a  man  dalf  the  erthe  by  cause  of  tilyinge 

80  of  the  feeld,  and  founde  ther  a  gobet  of 
gold  bidolven,  thanne  wenen  folk  that  it 
is  bifalle  by  fortunous  bitydinge.  But, 
for  sothe,  it  nis  nat  of  naught,  for  it  hath 
his  propre  causes ;  of  whiche  causes  the 

85  oours  unforeseyn  and  unwar  semeth  to 
han  maked  hap.  For  yif  the  tilyere  of 
the  feld  ne  dolve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
the  hyder  of  the  gold  ne  hadde  hid  the 
gold  in  thilke  place,  the  gold  ne  hadde 

90  nat  been  founde.  Thise  ben  thanne  the 
causes  of  the  abregginge  of  fortnit  hap, 
the  which  abregginge  of  fortuit  imp 
comth  of  causes  encountringe  and  flow- 
inge  to-gidere  to  hem-self^  and  nat  by  the 

95  «ntencioun  of  the  doer.  For  neither  the 
hyder  of  the  gold  ne  the  delver  of  the 
feeld  ne  understoden  nat  that  the  gold 
sholde  han  ben  founde ;  but,  as  I  sayde. 
It  bitidde  and  ran  to-gidere  that  he  dalf 
100  ther-as  that  other  hadde  hid  the  gold. 
Now  may  I  thus  diffinisshe  "  hap."  Hap 
is  an  unwar  bitydinge  of  causes  assem- 
bled in  thinges  that  ben  don  for  som 
other  thing.  But  thilke  ordre,  proce^inge 


by  an  uneschuable  bindinge  to-gidere,  105 
which  that  descendeth  fro  the  welle  of 
puryiaunce  that  ordeineth  alle  thinges  in 
hir  places  and  in  hir  tymes,  maketh  that 
the  causes  rennen  and  aasexQbleii  to- 
gidere.  110 

HxTjat  I.    Bupis  Achemenie  acopulis^ 
ubi  ueraa  aeQuentum, 

Tigris  and  Eufrates  resolven  and 
Bpringen  of  00  welle,  in  the  cragges  of  the 
roohe  of  the  con  tree  of  Achemenie,  ther-os 
the  fleinge  bataile  flcchoth  hir  dartcs, 
retomed  in  the  brestes  of  hem  that  fol-  5 
wen  hem.  And  sone  after  tho  same 
riveres,  Tigris  and  Eufrates,  unjoinen  and 
departen  hir  wateres.  And  yif  they 
comen  to-gideres,  and  ben  assembled  and 
oleped  to-gidere  into  o  oours,  thanne  lu 
moten  thilke  thinges  fleten  to-gidere 
which  that  the  water  of  the  entre- 
chaunginge  flood  bringeth.  The  shippes 
and  the  stokkes  arraced  with  the  flood 
moten  assemblen ;  and  the  wateres  y-  15 
medled  wrappeth  or  implyeth  many  for- 
tunel  happes  or  maneres;  the  whiche 
wandringe  hapi>es,  natheles,  thilke  de- 
ol3aiinge  lownesse  of  the  erthe  and  the 
flowinge  ordre  of  the  slydinge  water  30 
govemeth.  Bight  so  Fortune,  that  semeth 
as  that  it  fleteth  with  slaked  or  un- 
goTemede  ^brydles,  it  suffereth  brydles, 
that  U  to  S0y«,  to  he  governed,  and  passeth 
by  thilke  rlawq,  that  ia  to  ssyn,  by  thUke  2$ 
divfftie  ordenaunee,^ 


PaosB  n,    Animaduerto,  inquam, 

*  This  nnderstonde  I  wel,'  quod  I,  *  and 
I  acorde  wel  that  it  is  right  as  thou 
seyst.  But  I  axe  yif  ther  be  any  libertee 
of  free  wil  in  this  ordre  of  causes  that 
dyyen  thus  to-gidere  in  hem-self ;  or  5 
elles  I  wolde  witen  yif  that  the  destinal 
chejme  constreineth  the  movinges  of  the 
corages  of  men  ?  * 

* Yis,'  quod  she;  -^ther  is  libertee  of 
free  wiL      Ne  ther  ne  was    nevero  no  lu 
paturo  of  ,rQ90t^i  that  it  ne  hadde  libertee 
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of  free  wiL  For  evexy  thing  that  may 
natnrely  tisen  resonn,  it  hath  doom  by 
which  it  deoemeth  and  demeth  every 

15  thing ;  thanne  knoweth  it,  by  it-Belf, 
thinges  that  ben  to  fleen  and  thinges 
that  ben  to  deairen.  And  thilke  thing 
that  any  wight  demeth  to  ben  desired, 
that  axeth  or  deslreth  ho;   and  fleeth 

20  thilke  thing  that  he  troweth  ben  to  fieen. 
Wherfore  in  alle  thinges  that  resoun  is, 
in  hem  also  is  libertee  of  willinge  and  of 
nillinge.  But  I  ne  ordeyne  nat,  as  toko 
seythf  I  ne  graunte  naty  that  this  libertee 

35  be  evene-lyk  in  alle  thinges.  Forwhy  in 
the  sovereines  devynes  snbstaonces,  that 
is  to  aeyn,  in  spirUs^  jogement  is  more 
cleer,  and  wil  nat  y-coromped,  and  might 
redy  to  speden  thinges  that  ben  desired. 

30  Bat  the  sooles  of  men  moten  nedes  be 
more  free  whan  they  loken  hem  in  the 
specnlacioon  or  lokinge  of  the  devyne 
thought,  and  lasse  free  whan  they  slyden 
in-to  the  bodies ;  and  yit  lasse  free  whan 

35  they  ben  gadered  to-gidere  and  compre- 
hended in  erthely  membres.  But  the 
laste  servago  is  whan  that  they  ben  yeven 
to  vyces,  and  han  y-£EiUe  from  the  pos- 
sessioun  of  hir  propre  resonn.    For  afber 

40  that  they  han  cast  awey  hir  eyen  fro  the 
light  of  the  soverejm  soothfastnesse  to 
lowe  thinges  and  derke,  anon  they  derken 
by  the  clonde  of  ignoraunce  and  ben 
troubled    by    felonons    talents;    to    the 

45  whiche  talents  whan  they  aprochen  and 
asenten,  they  hepon  and  encreson  the 
servage  which  they  han  joyned  to  hem- 
self  ;  and  in  this  manere  they  ben  caitifs 
fro  hir    propre    libertee.      The    whiche 

50  thinges,  nathelesse,  the  lokinge  of  the 
deyyne  porviaonce  seeth,  that  alle  thinges 
biholdeth  and  seeth  fro  oteme,  and  or- 
deineth  hem  everich  in  hir  morites  as 
they  ben  predestinat :  and  it  is  sryd  in 

55  Ch^eek^  that  "alle  thinges  he  seeth  and 
alle  thinges  he  hereth." 

Mexre  IL    Puro  darum  lumine  Phebum. 

Homer  with  the  hony  month,  that  is  to 
atyn.  Homer  with  the  swete  ditees,  singeth, 
that  the  sonne  is  cleer  by  pure  light ; 


natheles  yit  ne  may  it  nat,  by  the  inftrme 
light  of  his  hemes,  broken  or  percen  the  5 
inwarde  entrailes  of  the  erthe,  or  elles  of 
the  see.     80  ne  seeth  nat  god,  maker  of 
the  grete  world  :  to  him,  that  loketh  alio 
thinges  from  an  heigh,  ne  withstondeth 
nat  no  thinges  by  hevinesse  of  erthe  ;  ne  10 
the  night  ne  withstondeth  nat  to  him  by 
the  blake  olondes.     ThUke  god  seeth,  in 
00  strok  of  thought,  alle  thinges  that  ben, 
or  weren,  or  sholle  comen ;  and  thilke 
gody  for  he  loketh  and  seeth  alle  thinges  15 
alone,  thou  mayst  seyn  that  he  is  the 
yerray  sonne.' 


Pbosb  in.     Turn  ego^  «n,  inquawm 

Thanne  seyde  I,  ^  now  am  I  confounded 
by  a  more  hard  donte  than  I  was.' 

'  What  doute  is  that  ? '  quod  she.  '  For 
certes,  I  oonjecte  now  by  whiche  thinges 
thoQ  art  troubled.'  5 

*■  It  semeth,'  quod  I,  ^  to  repugnen  and 
to  contrarien  greetly,  that  god  knoweth 
bifom  alle  thinges,  and  that  ther  is  any 
freedom  of  libertee  For  yif  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thinges  bifom,  ne  god  ne  10 
may  nat  ben  desseived  in  no  manere, 
than  mot  it  nedes  been,  that  alle  thinges 
bityden  the  whiche  that  the  purviaunce 
of  god  hath  seyn  bifom  to  comen.  For 
which,  yif  that  god  knoweth  bifom  nat  15 
only  the  werkes  of  men,  but  also  hir 
oonseiles  and  hirwilles,  thanne  ne  shal 
ther  be  no  libertee  of  arbitre  ;  ne,  certes, 
ther  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
wil,  but  thilke  which  that  the  divyne  20 
purviaunce,  that  may  nat  ben  desseived, 
hath  feled  bifom.  For  yif  that  they 
mighten  wrythen  awey  in  othre  manere 
than  they  ben  purveyed,  than  sholde  ther 
be  no  stedefast  prescience  of  thing  to  25 
comen,  but  rather  an  uncertein  opinioun ; 
the  whiche  thing  to  trowen  of  god,  I  deme 
it  felonye  and  unlevefuL  Ne  I  ne  proeve 
nat  thilke  same  resoun,  as  who  seyth^  I  ne 
(Uotoe  nat,  or  I  ne  preyse  nat,  thilke  sanvi  50 
resoun,  by  which  that  som  men  wenen 
that  they  mowen  asaoilen  and  nnknitten 
the  knotte  of  this  qnestioun.  For,  certes, 
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they  seyn  that  thing  nis  nat  to  coxnen 

^5  for  that  the  pnnriannce  of  god  hath  seyn 
it  bifom  that  is  to  oomen,  but  rather  the 
oontiaiye,  and  that  is  this :  that,  for  that 
the  thing  is  to  comen,  therfore  ne  may  it 
nat  ben  hid  fro  the  pnrviannce  of  god ; 

40  and  in  this  manere  this  necessitee  slydeth 
ayein  in-to  the  contrarye  partye :  ne  it 
ne  bihoYeth  nat,  nodes,  that  thinges  bi- 
tyden  that  ben  pnrvyed,  bnt  it  bihoyeth, 
nodes,  that  thinges'  that  ben  to  oomen 

45  ben  y-porv^ed :  bat  as  it  were  y*trayailed, 
as  toAo  seythj  that  IhiUce  answers  proeedeth 
right  as  thogh  mm  travailsdenj  or  ufsren 
bisy  to  enqueren,  the  whiche  thing  is  cause 
of  the  whiche  thing  ^— as,  whether  the 

SO  prescience  is  oattBe  of  the  necessitee  of 
thinges  to  comen,  or  elles  that  the 
necessitee  of  thinges  to  comen  is  cause 
of  the  porviaonce.  Bnt  I  ne  enforce  me 
nat  now  to  shewen  it,  that  the  bitydinge 

55  of  thinges  y-wist  bifom  is  neoessarie,  how 
so  or  in  what  manere  that  the  ordre  of 
causes  hath  it>8elf ;  al-thogh  that  it  ne 
seme  nat  that  the  prescience  bringe  in 
necessitee    of  bitydinge   to  thinges   to 

60  comen.  For  certes,  yif  that  any  wight 
sitteth,  it  bihoToth  by  necessitee  that  the 
opinionn  be  sooth  of  him  that  conjeoteth 
that  he  sitteth  ;  and  ayeinward  also  is  it 
of  the  contraiye ;  yif  the  opinionn  be 

6s  sooth  of  any  wight  for  that  he  sitteth, 
it  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  he  sitte. 
Thanne  is  heer  necessitee  in  that  oon 
and  in  that  other :  for  in  that  oon  is 
necessitee  of  sittinge,  and,  certes,  in  that 

70  other  is  necessitee  of  sooth.  But  therfore 
ne  sitteth  nat  a  wight,  for  that  the 
opinionn  of  the  sittinge  is  sooth  ;  bat  the 
opinionn  is  rather  sooth,  for  that  a  wight 
sitteth  bifom.    And  thus,  al-thogh  that 

75  the  oanse  of  the  sooth  cometh  of  that 
other  syde  (as  v)ho  seyth,  that  al-thogh  the 
cause  of  sooth  comth  of  the  sitting^  and  nat 
of  the  trews  oplnlotfti),  algates  yit  is  ther 
oomnne  necessitee  in  that  oon  and  in 
80  that  other.  Thus  sheweth  it,  that  I  may 
make  semblable  skiles  of  the  puryiaunce 
of  god  and  of  thinges  to  oomen.  For 
althogh  that,  for  that  thinges  ben  to 
comen,  ther-fore  ben  they  purveyed,  nat, 


certes,  for  that  they  ben  purveyed,  ther-  85 
fore  ne  bityde  they  nat.     Yit  natheles, 
bihoveth  it  by  necessitee,  that  either  the 
thinges  to  comen  ben  y-purveyed  of  god, 
or  elles  that  the  thinges  that  ben  pur- 
veyed of  god  biiyden.     And  this  thing  90 
only  snffiseth  y-nongh  to  destroyen  the 
freedom  of  oure  arbitre,  ihal  is  to  seyn,  of 
ourefree  wU,    But  now,  certes,  aheweth  it 
toel,  how  fer  fro  the  sothe  and  how  np-so- 
doun  is  this  thing  that  we  8e3m,  that  the  95 
bitydinge  of  temporel  thinges  is  cause  of 
the  eteme  prescience.    But  for  to  wenen 
that  god  purvyeth  the  thinges  to  comen 
for -they  ben  to  comen,  what  other  thing 
is  it  but  for  to  wene  that  thilke  thinges  joo 
that  bitidden  whylom  ben  causes  of  thilke 
soverein  purvyaunce  that  is  in  god  9    And 
her-to  /  adds  yit  this  thing     that,  right 
as  whan  that  I  wot  that  a  thing  is,  it 
bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  thilke  solve  105 
thing  be ;  and  eek,  whan  I  have  knowo 
that  any  thing  shal  bityden,  so  byhoveth 
it  Yyy  necessitee  that  thilke  thing  bityde  : 
—so  folweth  it  thanne,  that  the  bitydinge 
of  the  thing  y-wist  bifom  ne  may  nat  no 
ben  eschued.    And  at  the  laste,  yif  that 
any  wight  wene  a  thing  to  ben  other 
weyes  thanne  it  is,  it  is  nat  only  un- 
Boience.  but  it  is  deoeivable  opinionn  ful 
diverse  and  fer  fro  the  sothe  of  science.  115 
Wherfore,  yif  any  thing  be  so  to  comen, 
that  the  bitydinge  of  hit  ne  be  nat  cer- 
tein  ne  necessarie,  who  may  weten  bifom 
that  thilke  thing  is  to  comen  ?  For  right 
as  science  ne  may  nat  ben  medled  with  lao 
fklsnesse  {as  who  seythj  that   yif  I  wot 
a  thing^  it  ne  may  nat  be  false  t?Mt  I  ne  wot 
it),  right  so  thilke  thing  that  is  conceived 
by  science  ne  may  nat  ben  non  other 
weys  than  as  it  is  conceived.    For  that  is  125 
the  cause  why  that  science  wanteth  lesing 
{as  who  seyth,  why  that  witinge  ne  receiveth 
nat  lesinge  of  that  it  wot)  \  for  it  bihoveth, 
by  necessitee,  that  every  thing  be  right 
as  science  comprehendeth  it  to  be.  What  130 
shal  I  thanne  seyn  ?    In  whiche  manere 
knoweth  god  bifom  the  thinges  to  comen, 
yif  they  ne  be  nat  certein  ?    For  yif  that 
he  dome  that  they  ben  to  comen  un- 
eachewaUy,  and  so  may  be  that  it  is  135 
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possible  that  th^  ne  Bhollen  nat  comen, 
god  is  deceived.  But  nat  only  to  trowen 
that  god  is  deceived,  bat  for  to  speke  it 
with  mouth,  it  is  a  felonoua  sixine.    But 

1 40  yif  that  god  wot  that,  right  so  as  thinges 
ben  to  comen,  so  shullen  they  comen— so 
that  he  wite  egaly,  tu  who  aeyth,  indifer- 
ently^  that  thinges  nxowen  ben  doon  or 
olles  naty-doon — ^whatis  thiike  prescience 

145  that  ne  comprohendeth  no  certein  thing 
ne  stable?  Or  dies  what  difference  is 
ther  bitwixe  the  prescience  and  thiike 
jape-worthy  divyninge  of  Tiresie  the 
divynour,  that  teyds :  "  Al  that  I  seye," 

150  quod  he,  **  either  it  shal  be,  or  dies  it 
ne  shal  nat  be?"  Or  elles  how  mochel 
is  worth  the  devyne  prescience  more 
than  the  opinioun  of  mankinde,  yif  so  be 
that  it  demoth  the  thinges  uncertein,  as 

155  men  doon ;  of  the  whiohe  domes  of  men 
the  bitydinge  nis  nat  certein?  But  yif 
so  be  that  non  uncertein  thing  ne  may 
ben  in  him  that  is  right  certein  welle 
of  alle  thinges,  thanne  is  the  bitydinge 

160  certein  of  thiike  thinges  whiohe  he  hath 
wist  bifom  fermely  to  comen.  for  which 
it  folweth,  that  the  freedom  of  the  con- 
seilos  and  of  the  werkes  of  mankind  nis 
non,  sin  that  the  thoght  of  god,  that 

165  seeth  alle  thinges  without  errour  of  fals- 
nesse,  bindeth  and  constreineth  hem  to 
a  bitydinge  by  necenitee.  And  yif  this 
thing  be  ones  y-graunted  and  received, 
tTiat  is  to  9eyn^  that  ther  nU  no  free  tdlle^ 

170  than  sheweth  it  wel,  how  greet  destruc- 
cioun  and  how  grete  damages  ther  folwen 
of  thinges  of  mankinde.  For  in  ydel  ben 
ther  thaime  purposed  and  bihight  medes 
to  gode  folk,  and  peynes  to  badde  folk, 

175  sin  that  no  moevinge  of  free  corage 
voluntarie  ne  hath  nat  deserved  hem, 
that  ie  to  teyn,  neither  mede  ne  peyne ;  and 
it  sholde  seme  thanne,  that  thiike  thing 
is  alderworst,  which  that  is  now  demed 

180  for  aldermost  just  and  most  rightful,  that 
is  to  seyn,  that  shrewes  ben  punisshed,  or 
elles  that  gode  folk  ben  y-gerdoned :  the 
whiche  folk,  sin  that  hlr  propre  wil  ne 
sent  hem,  nat  to  that  oon  ne  to  that 

185  other,  th(U  ia  to  Myn,  neither  to  gode  ne 
to  harm,  but  constreineth .  hem  certein 


necessitee  of  thinges  to  comen :    thanne 
ne  shollen  ther  nevere  ben,  ne  nevere 
weren,  vyce  ne  vertu,  but  it  sholde  rather 
ben  conftiflioun  of  alle  desertes  medled  190 
with-outen  discrecioun.   And  yit  tTter  JbU 
toeih  on-other  inconvenient,  fthan  whiche 
ther  ne  may  ben  thoght  no  more  felonous 
ne  more  wikke ;  and  that  is  this :  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thinges  is  y-led  and  comth  195 
of  the  purviaunce  of  god,  ne  that  no-thing 
nis  levefhl  to  the  conseiles  of  mankinde 
{cts  who  seyth,  that  men  han  no  power  to 
doon  no-thhtg,  ne  wilne  no-4hing\  than  fol- 
weth it,  that  cure  vyces  ben  referred  to  200 
the  maker  of  alle  good  {as  who  seyth,  than 
folweth  it,  that  god  oughte  han  the  blame  qf 
oure  vyces,  sin  he  condremeik  us  by  nece»' 
sites  to  doon  vycesX    Thanne  is  ther  no 
resoun  to  hopen  m  god,  ne  for  to  preyen  305 
to  god ;  for  what  sholde  any  wight  hopen 
to  god,  or  why  sholde  he  preyen  to  god, 
sin  that  the  ordenaunce  of  destinee,  which 
that  ne  may  nat  ben  inclyned,  knitteth 
and  streineth  alle  thinges  that  men  may  aio 
desiren?    Thanne  sholde  tiier  be  doon 
awey  thiike  only  allyaunce  bitwizen  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and  to 
preyen.    But  by  the  prys  of  rightwisnesse 
and  of  verray  Qiekenesse  we  deserven  the  215 
gerdoun  of  the  divyne  grace,  which  that 
is  inestimable,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  it  is  so 
greet,  thai  it  ne  may  nat  hen  ful  y-preysed. 
And  this  is  only  the  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,    hope    and  preyeres,  for  which    it  220 
semeth  that  men  mowen  speke  with  god, 
and  by  resoun  of  supplicacioun  be  con- 
joined to  thiike  oleemesse,  that  nis  nat 
aproched  no  rather  or  that  men  beseken 
it  and  impetren  it.    And  yif  men  wene  225 
nat  that  hope  ne  preyeres  ne  han  no 
strengthes,  liy  the  necessitee  of  thinges 
to  comen  y-received,  what  thing  is  ther 
thanne  by  whiche  we  mowen  ben  con- 
joined   and    clyven    to    thiike  soverein  230 
prince  of  thinges  ?  For  which  it  bihoveth, 
by  necessitee,  that  the  linage  of  man- 
kinde, as  thou  songe  a  litel  her-bifom, 
be  departed  and  uigoined  from  his  welle, 
and  failen  of  his  Iriginmnge,  that  is  to  235 
ssyn,  god. 
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HxTsxin.   Quenam  diaeora /edera  rerum. 

What  diflcordable  oanse  hath  to-rent 
and  unjoined  the  bindinge,  or  the  alliaunee, 
of  thmgeSf  that  is  to  Myn,  the  conjunccioun 
of  god  and  manf  Whiche  god  hath 
5  establisshed  so  greet  hataile  bitwixen 
thise  t-wo  Booth&st  or  yerray  thinges, 
that  it  to  Myn^  hiiwixen  the  purviaunw  of 
god  and  free  \xAV,  that  they  ben  singnler 
and  devyded,  ne  that  they  ne  wolen  nat 

10  be  modeled  ne  conpled  to-gidere  ?  Bnt 
ther  niB  no  discord  to  the  yerray  t'hingftff^ 
bat  tii^y  dyven,  certein,  alwey  to  hem- 
self.  But  the  thoDghtof  man^  confonnded 
and  overthrowen  by  the  dirke  membres 

15  of  the  body,  ne  may  nat,  by  fyr  of  his 
derked  looking,  fhoA  ie  to  eeyn^  hy  the 
vigour  of  his  insighte,  whyl  the  aoule  is  in 
the  body^  knowe  the  thinne  subtil  knitt- 
ingesofthinges.  Bntwherforeenchanfeth 

90  it  so,  by  so  greet  love,  to  finden  thilke 
notes  of  sooth  y-ooyered ;  that  is  to  seyn^ 
v)herfbre  enehai^/Hh  the  thoght  of  man  by 
so  greet  desyr  to  Jenoteen  thilke  not^ficaeions 
that  ben  p-hid  under  the  eovertoures  of 

as  90Ct^  f  Wot  it  aught  thilke  thing  that  it, 
angnisKnu,  desireth  to  knowe?  Astctto 
seith,  nay;  for  no  man  travaHeth  for  to 
witen  thinges  that  he  toot  And  therfore 
the  texts  setth  thus :  but  who  trayaileth  to 

30  witen  thinges  y-knowe  ?  And  yif  that  he 
ne  knoweth  hem  nat,  what  seketh  thilke 
blinde  thoght?  What  is  he  that  desireth 
any  thing  of  which  he  wot  right  naught? 
As  Vfho  seith^  who  so  desireth  any  thing, 

35  nedes,  sontwhat  he  knoweth  of  it ;  or  elles, 
he  ne  eoude  nat  desire  it  Or  who  may 
folwen  thinges  that  ne  ben  nat  y-wist? 
And  thogh  that  he  seke  tho  thinges,  wher 
shal  he  finde  hem  ?    What  wight,  that  is 

40  al  nnoonninge  and  ignoraunt,  ms^ 
knowen  the  forme  that  is  y-founde  ?  But 
whan  the  soule  biholdeth  and  seeth  the 
heye  thoght,  that  is  to  seyn,  god,  than 
knoweth  it  to-gidere  the  somme  and  the 

45  nngalaritees,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  principles 
and  everich  by  himself.  But  now,  whyl 
the  soule  is  hid  in  the  doude  and  in  the 
derkenesse  of  the  membres  of  the  body, 
it  ne  hath  nat  al  for-yeten  it-self,  but 


it  with-holdeth  the  somme  of  thinges,  50 
and  leseth  the  singnlaritees.     Thanne, 
who-so  that  seeketh  soothnesse,  he  nis  in 
neither  nother  habite ;  for  he  noot  nat  al, 
ne  he  ne  hath  nat  al  foryeten  :  but  yit 
him  remembreth  the  somme  of  thinges  55 
that  he  with-holdeth,  and  axeth  oonseil, 
and  retreteth  deepliche  thinges  y-seyn 
bifom,  that  is  to  aeyn,  the  grete  somme  in 
his  minds ;  so  that  he  mowe  adden  the 
parties  that  he  hath  for-yeten  to  thilke  60 
that  he  hath  with-holden.* 

Prosx  IV.   Turn  ilia :  Vetus,  inqttit,  hee  est 

Thanne  seide  she :  *■  this  is,'  quod  she, 
*  the  olde  question  of  the  puryiaunce  of 
god ;  and  Marcus  Tolllus,  whan  he  de- 
yyded  the  diyynaciouns,  that  is  to  aeyn,  in 
his  book  that  he  wroot  of  divynadouns,  he  5 
moeyede  gretly  this  questioun  ;  and  thou 
thy-self  has  y-sought   it    mochel,    and 
outrely,  and  longe;   but  yit  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben  determined  ne  y-sped  fermely 
and  diligently  of  any  of  yow.    And  the  10 
cause  of  this  derkenesse  and  of  this  diffi-     • 
cultee  is,  for  that  the  moeyinge  of  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  ne  may  nat  moeyen 
to  {that  is  to  seyn,  applyen  orjoinen  to)  the 
simplicitee  of  the  dey3me  prescience ;  the  15 
whiche  simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescience, 
yif  that  men  mighten  thinken  it  in  any 
manor,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  yif  men  mighten 
thtnken  and  comprehenden  the  thinges  as 
god  seeth  Item,  thanne   ne   sholde  ther  so 
dwellen  outrely  no  doute :  the  whiche 
resoun  and  cause  ofdifficvUee  I  shal  assay e 
at  the  laste  to  shewe    and   to  speden, 
whan  I  haye  first  y-spended  and  answered 
to  tho  resouns  by  which   thou   art  y-  25 
moeyed.  For  I  axe  why  thou  wenest  that 
thilke  resouns  of  hem  that  assoilen  this 
questioun  no  ben  nat  spoedfcd  y-nough 
ne  sufficient :  the  whiche  aolucUmn,  or 
the  whiche  resoun,  for  that  it  demeth  that  .v> 
the  prescience  nis  nat  cause  of  necessitee 
to  thinges  to  comen,  than  no  weneth  it 
nat  that  freedom  of  wil  be  destorbed  or 
y-let  by  prescience.    For  ne  drawostow 
nat  arguments  from  elles-where  of  the  55 
necessitee  of  thinges  to-oomen  {as  who 
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aeiih,  any  other  wey  than  ihua)  but  that 
thilke  thinges  that  the  prescience  wot 
bifom  ne  mowen  nat  iinbilyde  ?     That  it 

40  to  teyn^  that  they  moten  bityde.  But 
thanne,  yif  that  prescience  ne  putteth 
no  necessitee  to  thinges  to  comen,  as 
thou  thy-self  hast  confessed  it  and  bi- 
knowen  a  litel  her-bifom,  -what  cause  or 

45  wliat  is  it  (<M  who  teith,  ther  may  no  cause 
be)  by  which  that  the  endes  voluntario  of 
thinges  mighten  be  oonstreined  to  certein 
bitydingo  ?  For  by  grace  of  positioun,  so 
that  thou  mowe  the  betere  understonde 

50  this  that  folweth,  I  pose,  per  impoedbiU, 
that  ther  bo  no  prescience.  Thanne  axe 
1/  quod  she,  '  in  as  mochel  as  apertieneth 
to  that,  sholden  thanne  thinges  that 
comen  of  ftee  wil  ben  constreined  to  bi- 

55  tyden  by  necessitee?*  Boece,  *Nay,* 
quod  I. 

*  Thanne  ayeinward,'  quod  she,  '  I  sup- 
pose that  ther  be  prescience,  but  that  it 
ne    putteth    no    necessitee   to    thinges ; 

60  thanne  trowe  I,  that  thilke  selve  freedom 
of  wil  shal  dwellen  al  hool  and  absolut 

*  and  unbounden.  But  thou  wolt  seyn 
that,  al-be-it  so  that  prescience  nis  nat 
cause  of  the  necessitee  of  bitydinge  to 

65  thinges  to  comen,  algates  yit  it  is  a  signe 
that  the  thinges  ben  to  bityden  by 
necessitee.  By  this  manere  thanne,  al- 
thogh  the  prescience  ne  hadde  never 
y-ben,  yit  algate  or  <U  the  leeete  weye  it 

70  is  certein  thing,  that  the  endes  and 
bitydinges  of  thinges  to  comen  sholden 
bon  necessarie.  For  erery  signe  sheweth 
anil  signifyeth  only  what  the  thing  is, 
but  it  ne  maketh  nat  the  thing  that  it 

75  sigmfyeth.  For  which  it  bihoveth  first 
to  shewen,  that  no-thing  ne  bitydeth 
that  it  ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee,  so  that 
it  may  appere  that  the  prescience  is  signe 
of  this  necessitee  ;  or  elles,  yif  ther  nere 

80  no  necessitee,   certes,  thilke  prescience . 
ne  mighte  nat  be  signe  of  thing  that  nis 
nat.     But  certes,  it  is  now  certein  that 
the  proove  of  this,  y-sustened  by  stidefast 
resoun,  ne  shal  nat  ben  lad  ne  proeved 

85  by  signes  ne  by  arguments  y-taken  fro 
with-oute,  but  by  causes  covenable  and 
necessarie.      But  thou  vtayst  «eynj  how 


may  it  be  that  the  thinges  ne  bityden 
nat  that  ben  y-purveyed  to  comen  ?  But, 
certes,    right    as    we   trowen   that   tho  90 
thinges  which  that  the  purvianoe  wot 
bifom  to  comen  ne  ben  nat  to  bityden ; 
but  that  ne  sholden  we  nat  demen  ;  but 
rather,  al-thogh  that  they  shal  bityden, 
yit  ne  have  they  no  necessitee  of  hir  95 
kinde  to-  bityden.      And  this  maystow 
lightly  aperceiyen  by  this  that  I  shal 
seyn.     For  we  seen  many  thinges  whan 
they  ben  don  bifom  oure  eyen,  right  as 
men  seen   the    cartere  worken   in    the  loo 
tominge  or  atempringe  or  adressinge  of 
hise  cartes  or  charietes.    And  by  this 
manere  (as  tcho  aeith,  mayttowunderttonde) 
of  alle  othere  workmen.    Is  ther  thanne 
any   necessitee,    aa  who  aeUJi^  in   oure  105 
lokinge^  that  oonstreineth  or  compelleth 
any  of  thilke  thinges  to  ben  don  so?' 
Boece.     *  Nay,'  quod  I ;  *  for  in  ydel  and 
in  veyn  were  al  the  effect  of  craft,  yif 
that  alle  thinges  weren  moeved  by  con-  no 
streininge ; '  tJiat  is  to  eeyn^  by  eonstreiftit^ 
of  oure  eyen  or  of  oure  eight 

'  The  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  that, 
whan  men  doon  hem,  ne  ban  no  neces- 
sitee that  men  doon  hem,  eek  tho  same  115 
thinges,  first  or  they  ben  doon,  they  ben 
to  comen  with-oute  necessitee.    For-why 
ther  ben  somme  thinges  to  bityden,  of 
which  the  endes  and  the  bitydinges  of 
hem  ben  absolut  and  quit  of  alle  neoes-  lao 
sitee.    For  certes,  I  ne  trowe  nat  that 
any  man    wolde    seyn   this :   that   tho 
thinges  that  men  doon  now,  that  they 
ne  weren  to  bityden  first  or  they  weren 
y-doon ;    and    thilke   same  thinges,  al-  135 
thogh  that  men  had  y-wist  hem  bifom, 
yit  they  han  free  bitydinges.    For  right 
as  science  of  thinges  present  ne  bringeth 
in  no  necessitee    to  thinges  that  men 
doon,  right  so  the  prescience  of  thinges  lyt 
to  comen  ne  bringeth  in  no  necessitee  to 
thinges  to  bityden.  But  thou  mayst  seyn, 
that  of  thilke  same  it  is  y-douted,  as 
whether  that  of  thilke  thinges  that  ne 
han  non  issues  and  bitydinges  necessaries,  135 
3df  ther-of  may  ben  any  prescience ;  for 
certes,  they  semen  to  disoorden.      For 
thou  wenest  that,  yif  that  thinges  ben 
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y-aeyn    bifom,  that   neceasitoe   folweth 

140  hexn ;  and  yif  necessitee  faileth  hem, 
they  ne  mi^hten  nat  ben  wist  bifom, 
and  that  no-thing  ne  may  ben  compre- 
hended by  science  but  oertein ;  and  yif 
tho  thinges  that  ne  ban  no  oertein  bi- 

145  tydinges  ben  purveyed  as  oertein,  it 
sholde  ben  dirkneeae  of  opinioun,  nat 
soothfastnesse  of  science.  And  thou 
wenest  that  it  be  diverse  fro  the  hool- 
nesse  of  science  that  any  man  sholde 

150  demo  a  thing  to  ben  other-vreys  thanne 
it  is  it-self.  And  the  cause  of  this  erroure 
is,  that  of  alle  tho  thinges  that  every 
wight  hath  y-knowe,  they  wenen  that 
tho  thinges  been  y-knowe  al-oonly  by  the 

155  strengthe  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
thinges  that  ben  y-wist  or  y-knowe ;  and 
it  is  al  the  contrarie.  For  al  that  ever 
is  y-knowe,  it  is  rather  comprehended 
and  knowen,  nat  after  his  strengthe  and 

160  his  nature,  but  after  the  facultee,  that 
ia  to  «eyn,  the  power  amd  the  wUure,  of  hem 
that  knowen.  And,  for  that  this  thing 
shal  mowen  shewen  by  ashort  ensaumple : 
the  same  roundnesse  of  a  body,  other- 

165  weys  the  sighte  of  the  eye  knoweth  it, 
and  other-weyes  the  touchinge.  The 
lokingc,  by  castinge  of  his  hemes,  waiteth 
and  seeth  from  afer  al  the  body  to-gidere, 
with-oute  moevinge  of  it-self;    but  the 

170  touchinge  dyveth  and  conjoineth  to  the 
rounde  body,  and  moeveth  aboute  the 
onvironinge,  and  oomprehendeth  by 
parties  the  roundnesse.  And  the  man 
him-self,  other-w^ys  wit  biholdeth  him, 

175  and  other-weys  imaginacioun,  and  other- 
weys  resoun,  and  other-weys  intelligence. 
For  the  wit  oomprehendeth  withoute- 
forth  the  figure  of  the  body  of  the  man 
that  is  establissed  in  the  matere  subject ; 

180  but  the  imaginacioun  comprehendeth 
only  the  figure  withoute  the  matere. 
Besoun  surmounteth  imaginacioun,  and 
comprehendeth  l>y  universal  lokinge  the 
comune  spece   that   is   in  the  singnler 

185  peces.  But  the  eye  of  intelligence  is 
heyere ;  for  it  surmounteth  the  onviron- 
inge of  the  universitee,  and  looketh,  over 
that,  by  pure  subtilitee  of  thoght,  thilko 
same  simple  forme  of  man  that  i»  per- 


durably  in  the  ditifne  tlioght  In  whiche  190 
this  oughte  greetly  to  ben  considered, 
that  the  heyeste  strengthe  to  compre- 
henden  thinges  enbraseth  and  oontieneth 
the  lowere  strengthe;  but  the  lowere 
strengthe  ne  aiyseth  nat  in  no  manere  195 
to  heyere  strengthe.  For  wit  ne  may 
no-thing  comprehende  out  of  matere,  ne 
the  imaginacioun  ne  loketh  nat  the  uni- 
versels  speoes,  ne  resoun  taketh  nat  the 
simple  forme  so  as  intelligence  takeih  U ;  200 
but  intelligence,  that  looketh  al  aboven, 
whan  it  hath  comprehended  tho  forme, 
it  knoweth  and  demeth  alle  the  thinges 
that  ben  under  that  forme.  But  sTie 
knoweth  hem  in  thilke  manere  in  the  205 
whiche  it  comprehendeth  thilke  same 
simple  forme  that  ne  may  never  ben 
knowen  to  none  of  that  other ;  tJtat  ie  to 
aeyn,  to  none  of  tAo  three  foraeide  thinges 
of  the  sowle.  For  it  knoweth  the  univer-  210 
sitee  of  resoun,  and  the  figure  of  the 
imaginacioun,  and  the  sensible  material 
conceived  by  wit ;  ne  it  ne  useth  nat  nor 
of  resoun  ne  of  imaginacioun  ne  of  wit 
withoute-forth ;  but  it  biholdeth  aUe  215 
thinges,  so  as  I  shal  seye,  by  a  strok  of 
thought  formely,  withoute  discours  or  coU 
ladoun,  Certes  resoun,  whan  it  looketh 
any-thing  universel,  it  ne  useth  nat  of 
imaginacioun,  nor  of  witte,  and  algates  2Jo 
yit  it  comprehendeth  the  thinges  imagin- 
able and  sensible ;  for  resoun  is  she  that 
diifinisseth  the  universel  of  hir  conseyte 
right  thus  : — man  is  a  resonable  two- 
foted  beest.  And  how  so  that  this  225 
knowinge  is  universel,  yet  nis  ther  no 
wight  that  ne  woot  wel  that  a  man  is 
a  thing  imaginable  and  sensible;  and 
this  same  considereth  wel  resoun;  but 
that  nis  nat  by  imaginacioun  nor  by  wit,  230 
but  it  looketh  it  by  a  resonable  concep- 
cioun.  Also  imaginacioun,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  taketh  of  wit  the  beginninges  to  seen 
and  to  formen  the  figures,  algates,  al- 
thogh  that  wit  ne  were  nat  present,  yit  335 
it  environeth  and  comprehendeth  alle 
thinges  sensible  ;  nat  by  resoun  sensible 
of  deminge,  but  by  resoun  imaginatif. 
Seestow  nat  thanne  that  alle  the  thinges, 
in  knowinge,  usen  more  of  hir  &M>nltee  ^4^ 
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or  of  hir  power  than  they  doon  of  tik« 
facvUee  or  power  of  thinges  that  ben  y* 
knowe  ?  Ne  that  nis  nat  wrong ;  for  so 
as  every  jngement  is  the  dede  or  doinge 
245  o^  ^^  ^^^  demeth,  it  bihoveth  that 
every  wight  performe  the  werk  and  his 
entencioon,  nat  of  foreine  power,  bat  of 
his  propre  power. 


MxTRX  rv.     Quondam  portiau  cMuUL 

The  Porohe,  thai  U  to  seyn,  a  gate  of 
the  town  of  Athenee  iher-as  philoeophret 
hodden  hir  congregadoun  to  deaputen, 
thilke  Porohe  bronghte  som-tyme  olde 

5  men,  ftil  derke  in  hir  sentences,  that 
i»  to  seyn,  phUoeophrea  that  highten 
Stoidetu^  that  wenden  that  images  and 
sensibilitees,  that  i»  to  eeyn,  »entO>le  imagin' 
acioum,  or  eUes  (maginadoune  of  tentQAe 

lo  thingesy  weren  empreinted  in-to  sowles 
fro  bodies  withonte-forth  ;  at  toKo  BeUXt 
that  thilke  Stoidena  noendien  that  the  Kwte 
hadde  hen  naked  of  UtraAfy  ae  a  nUrxmr  or 
a  dene  parchenUn^  to   that   aUe  JIguree 

15  moBten/irgt  comenfro  thingeafro  wUhoute- 
forth  in-to  aotciei^  and  ben  emprdnted  in-to 
soujlea :  Text :  right  as  we  ben  wont  som- 
tyme,  by  a  swifbe  pointel,  to  fiochen 
lettres  empreinted  in  the  smothenesse  or 

30  in  the  pleinnesse  of  the  table  of  wex  or 
in  pardiemin  that  ne  hath  no  figure  ne 
note  in  it,  Glose.  But  now  argueUi 
Boeee  ayeine  that  qpinioun,  and  eeith  thus : 
Bat  yif  the    thryvinge    sowle   ne   on- 

as  pleyteth  no-thing,  that  is  to  eeyn,  ne  doth 
no4hingj  by  his  propre  moevinges,  but 
saffreth  and  lyth  sabgit  to  tho  figores 
and  to  tho  notes  of  bodies  withonte-forth, 
and  yildeth  images  ydel  and  veyn  in  the 

30  manere  of  a  miroor,  whennes  thryveth 
thanne  or  whennes  oomth  thilke  know- 
inge  in  oar  sowle,  that  discemeth  and 
biholdeth  alle  thinges  ?  And  whennes  is 
thilke  strengthe  that  biholdeth  the  singn- 

35  ler  thinges ;  or  whennes  is  the  strengthe 
that  devydeth  thinges  y-knowe;  and 
thilke  strengthe  that  gadereth  to-gidere 
the  thinges  devyded ;  and  the  strengthe 
that   cheseth   his   entrechaonged  wey? 


For  som-tyme  it  heveth  up  the  heved,  40 
that  is  to  aeyn,  that  it  heveth  up  the  enten- 
doun  to  right  heye  thingee ;  and  som-tyme 
it  descendeth  in-to  right  lowe  thinges. 
And  whan  it  retometh  in-to  him-self, 
it  reproeveth  and  destrt^yeth  the  false  45 
thinges  by  the  trewe  thinges.    Oertes, 
this  strengthe  is  caose  more  efficient, 
and  mochel  more  mighty  to  eeen  and  to 
lenowe  tMmgee^  than    thilke   caose  that 
saffreth  and  receiveth  the  notes  and  the  SP 
figores  impressed  in  manor  of  matere. 
Algates  the  passioon,  that  ie  to  eeyn^  the 
auffraunce  or  the  vit^  in  the  quike  body, 
goth  bifom,  excitinge  and  moevinge  the 
strengthes  of  the  thought.     Bight  so  as  55 
whan  that  deemesse  smyteth  the  eyen 
and  moeveth  hem  to  Men,  or  right  so  as 
vois  or  soon  horteleth  to  the  ores  and 
commoeveth  hem  to  herkne^  than  is  the 
strengthe  of  the  thonght  y-moeved  and  60 
excited,  and  clepeth  forth,  to  semblable 
moevinges,  the  speoes  that  it  halt  with- 
inne  it-self;   and  addeth  tho  speces  to 
the  notes  and  to  the  thinges  withoote- 
fbrth,  and  medleth  the  images  of  thinges  ^5 
withoate-forth   to   tho   fonnes    y-hidde 
-with-inne  him-flel£ 


Psosx  y.    Quod  ri  in  corporibue  senOendis. 

Bat  what  yif  that  in  bodies  to  ben 
feled,  that  ie  to  wyn,  in  the  takinge  <if 
knowelechinge  cfhodUy  thinges^  and  al-be- 
it  so  that  the  qoalitees  of  bodies,  that 
ben  objecte  fro  withoote-forth,  moeven  5 
and  entalenten  the  instroments  of  the 
wittes  ;  and  al-be-it  so  that  the  i>assioon 
of  the  body,  that  ie  to  eegn^  the  wit  or  the 
emUn^unce^  goth  to-fom  the  strengthe  of 
the  workinge  corage,  the  which  passioon  10 
or  soffraonce  clepeth  forth  the  dede  of 
the  thoght  in  him-self,  and  moeveth  and 
exciteth  in  this  mene  whyle  the  formes 
that  resten  withinne-forth ;  and  yif  that, 
in  sensible  bodies,  as  I  have  seyd,  oar  15 
corage  nis  nat  y-tanght  or  empreinted 
by  passioon  to  knowe  thiee  thingee^  bat 
demeth  and  knoweth,  of  his  owne 
strengthe,    the  passioon   or   soffiraonoe 
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ao  sabject  to  the  body :  moche  more  thanne 
tho  thinges  that  ben  abaolnt  and  quite 
fro  alle  talents  or  affeccioons  of  bodies, 
as  god  or  hit  aungeles^  ne  folwen  nat  in 
disceminge  thinges  object  fro  withonte- 

35  forth,  but  they  accomplisshen  and  speden 
the  dede  of  hir  thoght.  By  this  resoim 
thanne  ther  comen  many  manor  know- 
inges  to  dyverse  and  differinge  snb- 
stannces.     For  the  wit  of  the  body,  the 

30  whiche  wit  is  naked  and  despoiled  of 
alle  other  knowinges,  thiike  wit  comth 
to  beostes  that  ne  mowen  nat  moeven 
hemnself  her  and  ther,  as  oywtrtt  and 
muteuUs^  and  other  moicTie  shelle-flsh  of 

35  the  see,  that  clyven  and  ben  norisshed 
to  roches.  But  the  imaginacionn  oomth 
to  remnable  beestes,  that  semen  to  han 
talent  to  fleen  or  to  desiren  any  thing. 
Bat  resoon  is  al-only  to  the  linage  of 

40  mankinde,  right  as  intelligence  is  only 
[to]  the  devjme  nature :  of  which  it  fol- 
weth,  that  thiike  knowinge  is  more  worth 
than  thise  othre,  sin  it  knoweth  by  his 
propre  natnre  nat  only  his  subject,   as 

45  toho  seithy  it  ne  knoweth  nat  al-only  that 
aperOeneth  properly  to  hie  knotffingey  but 
it  knoweth  the  subjects  of  alle  other 
knowinges.  But  how  shal  it  thanne  be, 
yif  that  wit  and  imaginacionn  stryven 

5H  ayein  resoninge,  and  seyn,  that  of  thiike 
universel  thing  that  resoun  weneth  to 
seen,  that  it  nis  right  naught  ?  For  wit 
and  imaginadoun  eeyn  that  that,  that  is 
sensible  or  imaginable,  it  ne  may  nat  be 

55  universeL  Thanne  is  either  the  juge- 
ment  of  resoun  sooth,  ne  that  ther  nis 
nothing  sensible ;  or  elles,  for  that  resoun 
wot  wed  that  many  thinges  ben  subject 
to  wit  and  to  imaginacionn,  thanne  is 

60  the  concepcioun  of  resoun  veyn  and  false, 
which  that  loketh  and  comprehendeth 
that  that  is  seoisible  and  singuler  as 
universel.  And  yif  that  resoun  wolde 
answeren  ayein  to  thise  two,  that  is  to 

6s  isyny  to  witte  and  to  imaginadoun^  and 
Bejm,  that  soothly  she  hir-self,  that  it  to 
eeyiiy  rescmn,  loketh  and  comprehendeth, 
by  resoun  of  universalitee,  bothe  that 
that  is  sensible  and  that  that  is  imagin- 

70  able ;  and  that  thiike  two,  that  4$  to  eeyn. 


wit  and  imaginadoun,  ne  mowen  nat 
strecchen  ne  enhansen  hem-self  to  the 
knowinge  of  universalitee,  for  that  the 
knowinge  of  hem  ne  nuiy  excedon  ne 
surmounte  the  bodily  figures :  certes,  of  75 
the  knowinge  of  thingns,  men  oughten 
rather  yeven  credence  to  the  more  stede- 
fast  and  to  the  more  parfit  jugement. 
In  this  manor  stryvinge  thanne,  we 
that  han  strengthe  of  resoninge  and  of  80 
imagininge  and  of  wit,  that  it  to  teyn, 
by  retoun  and  by  imaginadoun  and  by  wit, 
we  sholde  rather  preyse  the  cause  of 
resoun ;  at  who  teithy  than  the  cause  of 
wit  and  of  imaginadoun.  85 

Semblable  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
of  mankinde  ne  weneth  nat  that  the 
devyne  intelligence  bi-holdeth  or  know- 
eth thinges  to  comen,  but  right  as  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  knoweth  hem.     For  90 
thou  arguest  and  seyst  thus :   that  yif 
it  ne  seme  nat  to  men  that  some  thinges 
han  certein  and  necessario  bitydinges, 
they  ne  mowen  nat  ben  wist  bifom  cer- 
teinly  to  bityden.    And  thanne  nis  ther  95 
no  prescience  of  thiike  thinges ;  and  yif 
we  trowe  that    prescience    be  in  thise 
thinges,  thanne  is  ther  no-thing  that  it 
ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee.     But  certes, 
yif  we  mighten  han  the  jugement  of  the  lou 
devyne  thoght,  as  we  ben  parsoneres  of 
resoun,  right  so  as  we  han  demed  that 
it  behoveth  that  imaginacionn  and  wit 
be  binethe    resoun,  right  so  wolde  we 
demen  that  it  were  rightful  thing,  that  105 
mannes  resoun  oughte  to  submitten  it- 
self and    to    ben    binethe    the    divyne 
thoght.     For  which,  yit  that  we  mowen, 
at  who   aeithy   tJiaty  yif  that  we  moweny 
I  couneeyUy  that  we  enhanse  us  in-to  the  1 10 
heighte  of  thiike  sovereyn  intelligence ; 
for  ther  shal  resoun  wel  seen  that,,  that 
it  ne  may  nat  biholden  in  ii^lf.    And 
certes  that  is  this,  in  whinTmaner  the 
prescience  of  god  seeth  alle  thinges  cer-  1 15 
teins  and  diffinisshed,  al-thogh  they  ne 
han  no  certein  issues  or  bitydinges;  ne 
this  is  non  opinioun,  but  Jt  is  rather  the 
simplicitee  of  the  sovereyh  science,  that 
nis  nat  enclosed  nor  y-shet  within  none  ik> 
•bonndeB, 
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Mktkx  y.     Quam  ttariis  UrrU  ammoZtd 
permeant  figurig. 

The  beestes  passen  by  the  erihes  1^  ftil 
diverse  fi.g:are0.  For  som  of  hem  han  hir 
bodies  stranght  and  orepen  in  the  dnst, 
and  drawen  after  hem  a  tras  or  a  foroh 
5  y-oontinaed  ;  that  U  to  $eyn,  aa  nadres  or 
tnakea.  And  other  beestes,  by  the  "wan- 
dringe  lightnesse  of  hir  winges,  beten  the 
windes,  and  over-Bwimmen  the  spaoes  of 
the  longe  eyr  by  moist  fleeinge.  And  other 

lo  beestes  gladen  hem-self  to  diggen  hir  tras 
or  hir  steppes  in  the  erthe  with  hir  goings 
or  with  hir  feet,  and  to  goon  either  by 
the  grene  feldes,  or  elles  to  walken  nnder 
the  wodes.    And  al-be-it  so  that  thou 

15  seest  that  they  alle  discorden  by  diverse 
formes,  algates  hir  faces,  enclined,  hevieth 
hir  dalle  wittes.  Only  the  linage  of  man 
heveth  heyeste  his  heye  heved,  and 
stondeth  light  with  his  np-right  body, 

ao  and  biholdeth  the  erthes  under  him. 
And,  bnt-yif  thou,  erthely  man,  wexest 
yvel  ont  of  thy  wit,  this  fignre  amonesteth 
thee,  that  axest  the  hevene  with  thy 
righte  visage,  and  hast  areysed  thy  fore- 

35  heved,  to  beren  up  a-heigh  thy  oorage ; 
BO  that  thy  thoght  ne  be  nat  y-hevied  ne 
put  lowe  nnder  fote,  sin  that  thy  body  is 
so  heye  areysed. 

Prose  VL     Quoniam  igUur^  uUpatiUo 

ante, 

Therfor  thanne,  as  I  have  shewed  a 
litel  her-bifom,  that  al  thing  that  is 
y-wist  nis  nat  knowen  by  his  natnre 
propre,  bat  by  the  natare  of  hem  that 
5  oomprehenden  it,  lat  as  loke  now,  in  as 
moohel  as  it  is  leveftil  to  as,  a«  who  teUh, 
UU  tu  loke  now  as  we  mowen^  whioh  that 
the  estat  is  of  the  devyne  sabstaance ;  so 
that  we  mowen  eek  knowen  what  his 

lo  science  is.  The  commone  jogement  of 
alle  creatares  resonables  thanne  is  this : 
that  god  is  eteme.  Lat  as  considere 
thanne  what  is  etemitee  ;  for  oertes  that 
shal    shewen  as  to-gidere    the    devyne 

15  natnre  and  the  devyne  science.  Eter- 
nitee,  thanne,  is  parfit  poesessioan  andal- 


togidere  of  lyf  interminable ;  and  that 
sheweth  more  oleerly  by  the  oomparisoon 
or  the  collacioan  of  temporel  thinges. 
For  al  thing  that  liveth  in  tyme  it  is 
present,  and  prooedeth  firo  preterits  in-to  20 
fntores,  that  ie  to  aeyn^  fro  tyme  pasted 
in-to  tyms  cominge ;  ne  ther  nis  no-thing 
establisshed  in  tyme  that  may  embracen 
to-gider  al  the  space  of  his  lyf.     For 
certes,  yit  ne  hath  it  taken  the  tyme  of  '5 
to-morwe,  and  it  hath  lost  the  tyme  of 
yisterday.    And  certes,  in  the  lyf  of  this 
dayi  ye  ne  liven  no  more  but  right  as  in 
the  moevable  and  transitorid  moment. 
Thanne  thilke  thing  that  snffireth  tern-  50 
porel  oondicioan,  al-th(^h  that  it  never 
bigan  to  be,  ne  thogh  it  never  cese  for  to 
be,  as  Aristotle  demed  of  the  world,  and 
al-thogh  that  the  lyf  of  it  be  strecched 
with  infinitee  of  tyme,  yit  algates  nis  35 
it  no  swich  thing  that  men    mighten 
trowen  by  right  that  it  is  eteme.     For 
al-thogh  that  it  comprehende  and  em- 
brace the  space  of  lyf  infinit,  yit  algates 
ne  embraceth  it  nat  the  space  of  the  lyf  4^ 
nl-togider ;  for  it  ne  hath  nat  the  fatares 
that  ne  ben  nat  yit,  neitne  hath  no  lenger 
the  preterits  that  ben  y-doon  or  ff-pasted. 
Bat  thilke  thing  thanne,  that  hath  and 
oomprehendeth  to^der  al  the  plentee  of  45 
the  lyf  interminable,  to  whom  ther  ne 
faileth  naoght  of  the  fatare,  and  to  whom 
ther  nis  naaght  of  the  preterit  escaped 
nor  y-passed,  thilke  same  is  y-witnessed 
and  y-proeved  by  right  to  be  eteme    And  50 
it  bihoveth    by  necessitee    that    thilke 
thing  be  al-wey  present  to  him-self,  and 
compotent ;  as  who  seith^  aXrwey  present  to 
him-aekf^  and  so  mighty  that  al  he  right  at 
hisplesaunee ;  and  that  he  have  al  present  55 
the   infinitee     of    the   moevable    tyme. 
Wher-for  som  men  trowen  wronginlly 
that,  whan  they  heren  that  it  semede  to 
Plato  that  this  world  ne  haddo  never 
beginninge  of  tyme,  ne  that  it  never  60 
shal  han  fkilinge,  they  wenen  in  this 
maner  that  this  world  be  maked  ooeteme 
with  his  maker ;  as  who  seith^  they  wene 
tJiat  this  world  and  god  ben  nuiked  togider 
eteme^  and  that  is  a  wrongful  toeninge.  65 
For  other  thing  is  it  to  ben  y-lad  by  ly^ 
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intennmablef  as  Plato  graunted  to  the 
"world,  and  otiier  things  is  it  to  embrace 
to-gider  al  the  present  of  the  lyf  inter- 
70  minable,  the  n^hiohe  thing  it  is  cleer  and 
manifest  that  it  is  propre  to  the  devsme 
«lM«ht. 

Ne  it  ne  sholde  nat  semen  to  ns,  that  god 
is  elder  thanne  thinges  that  ben  y-maked 
75  by  qnantitee  of  tyme,  bnt  rather  hy  the 
piopretee  of  his  simple  nature.  For  this 
ilke  infinit  moevinge  of  temporel  thinges 
folweth  this  presentarie  estat  of  lyf  nn- 
moevable ;  and  so  as  it   ne   may  nat 

80  conntrefeten  it  ne  fejnuen  it  ne  be  even- 
lyke  to  it  for  the  inmoeyabletee,  that  i$  to 
^eyn,  that  U  in  tlie  etemitee  of  gody  it 
fiuleth  and  falleth  in-to  moevinge  firo  the 
■implicitee  of  the  presence  of  god^  and 
85  disfflicreseth  in-to  the  infinit  qnantitee  of 
fntmre  and  of  preterit :  and  so  as  it  ne 
may  nat  han  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of 
the  lyf,  algates  yit,  for  as  moche  as  it  ne 
oeseth  never  for  to  ben  in  som  maner,  it 
90  semeth  som-del  to  ns,  that  it  folweth  and 
resembleth  thilke  thing  that  it  ne  may 
nat  atayne  to  ne  fnlfillen,  and  bindeth 
it-self  to  som  maner  presence  of  this  litel 
and  swifte  moment :  the  which  presence 
9S  ofthU  litel  and  twifte  moment^  for  that  it 
bereth  a  maner  image  or  lyknesse  of  the 
ay-dweUinge  presence  of  god,  it  graont- 
eth,  to  swiche  manerthingeH  as  itbitydeth 
to,  that  it  semeth  hem  as  thise  thinges 

100  han  if-6en,  and  ben. 

And,  for  that  the  pretence  cf  mcich  litel 
moment  ne  may  nat  dwelle,  ther-for  it 
ravisshed  and  took  the  infinit  wey  of 
tyme,  tJuU  i$  to  seyn,  hy  eucceaeUnm  ;  and 

IPS  by  this  maner  is  it  y-doon,  for  that  it 
sholde  continue  the  lyf  in  goinge,  of  the 
whiche  lyf  it  ne  mighte  nat  enbrace  the 
plentee  in  dwellinge.  And  for-thy,  yif 
we    wollen    putten   worthy    names    to 

110  thinges,  and  folwen  Plato,  lat  ns  seye 
thanne  soothly,  that  god  is  eteme,  and 
the  world  is  i>erpetneL  Thanne,  sin  that 
every  ji^gementknoweth  and  comprehend- 
eth  hy  his  owne  nature  thinges  that  ben 

115  sabject  nn-io  him,  ther  is  soothly  to  god, 
al-weys,  an  eteme  and  presentarie  estat ; 
and  the  science  of  him,  that  over-passeth 


al  temporel  moevement,  dwelleth  in  the 
simplicitee  of  his  presence,  and  embraceth 
and  considereth  alle  the  infinit  spaces  of  120 
tymes,  preterits  and  fatnres,  and  loketh, 
in  his  simple  knowinge,  alle  thinges  of 
preterit  right  as  they  weren  y-doon  pre- 
sently right  now.    Yif  thon  wolt  thanne 
thenken  and  avyse  t|ie  prescience,  by  125 
which  it  knoweth  alle  things,  thon  ne 
shal  nat  demen  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
to  comen,  bnt  thon  shalt  demen  it  more 
rightf^illy  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
of  instannce,  that  never  ne  faileth.    For  130 
which  it  nis  naty-cleped  "  previdence," 
but  it  sholde  rather  ben  cleped  "pnr- 
viannce,"  that  is  establisshed  fill  fer  fro 
right  lowe  thinges,  and  biholdeth  from 
a-fer  alle  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the  i35 
heye  heighte  of  thinges.        Why  azestow 
thanne,  or  why  despntestow  thanne,  that 
thilke  thinges  ben  doon  l^  necessitee 
whiche  that  ben  y-seyn  and  knowen  by 
the  devyne  sighte,  sin  that,  forsothe,  men  140 
ne  maken  nat  thilke  thinges  necessarie 
which  that  they  seen  ben  y-doon  in  hir 
sighte  ?    For  addeth  thy  biholdinge  any 
necessitee  to  thilke  thinges  that  thon 
biholdest  presente  ? '        *  Nay,'  qnod  I.      145 

PhUoeophie,  *  Certes,  thanne,  if  men 
mighte  maken  any  digne  comparisonn  or 
collacionn  of  the  presence  devyne  and  of 
the  presence  of  mankinde,  right  so  as  ye 
seen  some  thinges  in  this  temporel  pre-  150 
sent,  right  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  by 
his  eteme  present.  Wher-fore  this  de- 
vyne prescience  ne  channgeth  nat  the 
nature  ne  the  propretee  of  thinges,  but 
biholdeth  swiche  thinges  present  to  him-  155 
ward  as  they  shullen  bityde  to  yow-ward 
in  tyme  to  comen.  Ne  it  confoundeth 
nat  the  jugement  of  thinges ;  but  by  o 
sighte  of  his  thought,  he  knoweth  the 
thinges  to  comen,  as  wel  necessarie  as  nat  160 
necessarie.  Bight  so  as  whan  ye  seen 
to-gider  a  man  walken  on  the  erthe  and 
the  Sonne  aiysen  in  the  hevene,  al-be-it  so 
that  ye  seen  and  biholden  that  oon  and 
that  other  to-gider,  yit  natheles  ye  demen  165 
and  discemen  that  that  oon  is  voluntarie 
and  that  other  necessarie.  Bight  so 
thanne  the  devyne  lookinge,  biholdinge 
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alio  thinges  nndor  him,  ne  troubleth  uat 

17^  the  qoalitee  of  thinges  that  ben  certeinly 
present  to  him-ward  ;  but,  as  to  the  con- 
dicionn  of  tjnue,  forsothe,  they  ben 
fhtare.  For  which  it  folweth,  that  this 
nis  noon  opinioon,  but  rather  a  stedefast 

175  knowinge,  ynstrengthed  by  sooth  nesse, 
that,  whanne  that  god  knoweth  anything 
to  be,  he  ne  nnwot  nat  that  thilke  thing 
wanteth  neceesitee  to  bo  ;  this  U  to  aeyn^ 
t?ULtj  whan  that  god  knoweth  any  thing  to 

i8u  bityde^  he  wot  wel  that  it  ne  heUh  no  necea- 
Htee  to  biiyde.  And  yif  thou  seyst  heer, 
that  thilke  thing  that  god  seeth  to 
bityde,  it  ne  may  nat  unbityde  (a»  who 
eeithj  it  mot  bHyde)y  and  thilke  thing  that 

185  ne  may  nat  unbityde  it  mot  bityde  by 
necessitee,  and  that  thou  streyne  me  by 
this  name  of  necessitee  :  certes,  I  wol  wel 
confessen  and  biknowe  a  thing  of  ful  sad 
trouthe,  but  unnetho  shal  ther  any  wight 

190  mowe  seen  it  or  come  ther-to,  but-yif  that 
he  be  biholder  of  the  devyne  thoght.  For 
I  wol  answeren  thee  thus :  that  thilke 
thing  that  is  future,  whan  it  is  referred 
to  the  devyne  knowinge,  thanne  is  it 

195  necessarie  ;  but  certes,  whan  it  is  under- 
stondeu  in  his  owne  kinde,  men  seen 
it  is  outrely  free,  and  absolut  fro  alle 
necewitee. 

For  certes,  ther  ben  two  maneres  of 

aoo  necessitee.  That  oon  necessitee  is  simple, 
as  thus :  that  it  bihoveth  by  necessitee, 
that  alle  men  be  mortal  or  deedly. 
Another  necessitee  is  oonditionel,  as  thus  : 
yif  thou  woet  that  a  man  walketh,  it 

«05  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  ho  walke. 
Thilke  thing  thanne  that  any  wight  hath 
y-knowo  to  be,  it  ne  may  ben  non  other 
weyes  thanne  he  knoweth  it  to  be.  But 
this  condicioun  ne  draweth  nat  with  hir 

210  thilke  necessitee  simple.  For  certes,  this 
necessitee  conditionel^  the  propre  nature 
of  it  ne  maketh  it  nat,  but  the  adjeocioun 
of  the  condicioun  maketh  it  For  no  ne- 
cessitee ne  constreyneth  a  man  to  gon, 

315  that  goth  by  his  propre  wil;  al-be-it  so 
that,  whan  he  goth,  that  it  is  necessarie 
that  ho  goth.  Eight  on  this  same  manor 
thanne,  yif  that  the  purviaunoe  of  god 
seeth  any  thing  present,  than  mot  thilke 


thing  ben  by  necessitee,  al-thogh  that  it  330 
ne  have  no  necessitee  of  his  owne  nature. 
But  certes,  the  ftitures  that  bityden  by  free- 
dom of  arbitre,  god  seeth  hem  alle  to-gider 
present.  Thise  thinges  thanne,  yif  they 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  sighte,  thanne  22$ 
ben  they  maked  necessarie  by  the  con- 
dicioun of  the  devyne  knowinge.  But 
certes,  yif  thilke  thinges  be  considered  by 
hem-self,  they  ben  absolut  of  neceeeiteey 
and  ne  forleten  nat  ne  cesen  nat  of  the  330 
libertee  of  hir  owne  nature.  Thanne, 
certes,  with-oute  doute,  alle  the  thinges 
shollen  ben  doon  which  that  god  wot 
bifom  that  they  ben  to  oomen.  But  som 
of  hem  comen  and  bityden  of  free  arbitre  355 
or  of  free  wUle,  that,  al-be-it  so  that  they 
bityden,  yit  algates  ne  leso  they  nat  hir 
propre  nature  in  beinge;  by  the  which 
first,  or  that  they  weren  y-doon,  they 
hadden  power  nat  to  han  bitid.*  Boeoe,  340 
*  What  is  this  to  seyn  thanne,'  quod  I, 
'  that  thinges  ne  ben  nat  necessarie  by  hir 
propre  nature^  so  as  they  comen  in  alio 
maneres  in  the  lykneese  of  necessitee  by 
the  condicioun  of  tho  devyne  science  ?'      345 

*  This  is  the  difiference,'  quod  she ;  *  that 
tho  thinges  that  I  purposede  thee  a  litel 
heer-lnfom,  that  is  U>  seyn,  the  sonno 
arysinge  and  tho  man  walkinge,  that, 
ther-whyles  that  thilke  thinges  been  y-  350 
doon,  they  no  mighte  nat  ben  undoon ; 
natheles,  that  oon  of  hem,  or  it  was 
y-doon,  it  bihoved  by  necessitee  that  it 
was  y-doon,  but  nat  that  .other.  Right  so 
is  it  here,  that  the  thinges  that  god  hath  355 
present,  with-oute  doute  they  shollen 
been.  But  som  of  hem  descendoth  of  the 
nature  of  thinges,  aa  Vie  aonne  aryeinge  ; 
and  som  descendeth  of  the  power  of  the 
doeres,  ae  the  man  walkinge,  Thanne  260 
seide  I  no  wrong,  that  yif  these  thinges 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  knowinge, 
thanne  ben  they  necessarie ;  and  yif  they 
ben  considered  by  hem-self,  thanne  ben 
they  absolut  fro  the  bond  of  necessitee.  265 
Right  so  as  aUe  thinges  that  apereth  or 
sheweth  to  the  wittes,  yif  thou  referre  it 
to  resoun,  it  is  universel ;  and  yif  thou 
referre  it  or  loke  it  to  it-self,  than  is  it 
singuler.     But  now,  yif  thou  seyst  thus,  370 
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that  yif  it  be  in  my  power  to  chaange  my 
pnrpoe,  than  shal  I  voide  the  porviannce 
of  god^  whan  that,  peraventnre,  I  shal 
han  chaonged  the  thinges  that  he  know- 

275  eth  bifom,  thanne  shal  I  answere  thee 
thns.  Certes,  thoa  mayst  wel  chaonge 
thy  pnrpos ;  but,  for  as  mochel  as  the 
present  soothnosse  of  the  devyne  pnr- 
viaonce     biholdeth     that     thoa    mayst 

380  chaonge  thy  parpos,  and  whether  thou 
wolt  channge  it  or  no,  and  whiderward 
that  thou  tome  it,  thoa  ne  mayst  nat 
oschnen  the  devyne  prescience  ;  right  as 
thoa  ne  mayst  nat  fleen  the  sighte  of  the 

285  presente  eye,  al-thoogh  that  thoa  tome 
thy-self  by  thy  free  wil  in-to  dyrerse 
ncciouns.  Bnt  thoa  mayst  seyn  ayein : 
"  How  shal  it  thanne  be  ?  Shal  nat  the 
dev3nie  science  be  chaanged  by  my  dis- 

390  posicioan,  whan  that  I  wol  o  thing  now, 
and  now  another  ?  And  thilke  prescience, 
ne  semeth  it  nat  to  entreohaonge  stoondes 
of  knowinge ; " '  a<  who  teith^  ne  thai  it  nat 
8sme  to  tM,  tluU  the  devyne  preecience  entre- 

3if$  chaunffeth  hiae  dyverm  $tounde$  of  Icnouh 

inge^  90  that  it  knowe  9um4yme  0  thing  and 

mmrtyme    the   contrarie    of  that    thing  f 

'  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

PhUaaophie.    *For  the    devyne   sighte 

500  renneth  to-fom  and  seeth  alle  futures, 
and  depeth  hem  ayein,  and  retometh 
hem  to  the  presence  of  his  propre  know- 
inge ;  ne  he  ne  entrechaungeth  nat,  so  as 
thou  wonest,  the  stoundes  of  forknow- 

505  inge,  as  now  this,  now  that ;  but  he  ay- 
dwellinge  oomth  biforn,  and  embraoeth 
at  o  strook  alle  thy  mutaciouns.  And  this 
presence  to  comprehenden  and  to  seen 
alle  thinges,  god  ne  hath  nat  taken  it  of 

3 10  the  bilydinge  of  thinges  to  come,but  of  his 


propre  simplicitee.  And  her-by  is  assoHed 
thilke  thing  that  thou  pattest  a  litel 
her-bifom,  that  ie  to  eeyn^  that  it  is  un- 
worthy thing  to  seyn,  that  our  futures 
yeven  cause  of  the  science  of  god.  For  315 
certes,  this  strengthe  of  the  devyne 
science,  which  that  embraceth  alio 
thinges  by  his  presentarie  knowinge, 
establissheth  manor  to  alle  thinges,  and 
it  ne  oweth  naught  to  latter  thinges  ;  and  320 
sin  that  these  thinges  ben  thus,  that  is  to 
eeyn,  tin  that  neceaaitee  nit  nat  in  thinget  by 
the  devyne  pretdence^  than  is  ther  freedom 
of  arbitre,  that  dwelleth  hool  and  un- 
wemmed  to  mortal  men.  Ne  the  lawes  no  335 
purposen  nat  wikkedly  modes  and  pe3mcs 
to  the  willinges  of  men  that  ben  un- 
bounden  and  quite  of  alle  necessitee.  And 
god,  biholder  and  for-witerof  alle  thinges, 
dwelleth  above  ;  and  the  present  eternitee  33'* 
of  his  sighte  renneth  alwey  with  the 
dyverse  qualitee  of  oure  dedes,  dispens- 
inge  and  ordeyninge  modes  to  g^oode  men, 
and  torments  to  wikked  men.  Ne  in  ydel 
ne  in  veyn  ne  ben  ther  nat  put  in  god  3.15 
hope  and  prcyeres,  that  ne  mowen  nat 
ben  unspeedful  ne  with-oute  effect,  whan 
they  ben  rightfuL  Withstond  thanne 
and  eschue  thou  vyces ;  worshipe  and  love 
thou  virtues  ;  areys  thy  corage  to  right-  540 
ful  hopes;  yilde  thou  humble  preyeres 
a-heigh.  Oret  necessitee  of  prowesse 
and  vertu  is  encharged  and  commaunded 
to  yow,  yif  ye  nil  nat  dissimulen  ;  sin 
that  ye  worken  and  doon,  that  it  to  teyn,  345 
your  dedet  or  your  worket^  biforn  the  eyen 
of  the  jage  that  seeth  and  demeth  alle 
thinges.'  To  whom  he  glorye  and  worthipe 
by  it^nit  tymet,    Ambk. 
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1.  Tqs  doable  sorwe  of  Troilns  to  tellen, 
That    was    the  king    Priamus  sone    of 

Troye, 
In  lovinge,  how  his  aventores  fallen 
Pro  wo  to  wole,  and  after  out  of  joye, 
My  purpos  is,  er  that  I  parte  fro  ye.        5 
Th^phone,  thou  help  me  for  t'endyte 
Thise  woflil  vers,  that  wepen  as  I  wiyte ! 

2.  To  thee  clepe  I,  thou  goddesse  of  tor- 

ment, 
Thou  cruel  Furie,  sorwing  ever  in  -peyne ; 
Help  me,  that  am  the  sorwful  instrument 
That  helpeth  lovers,  as  I  can,  to  pleyne ! 
For  wel  sit  it,  the  sotho  for  to  seyne,     12 
A  woftil  wight  to  han  a  drery  fere, 
And,  to  a  sorwful  tale,  a  sory  chere. 

8.  For  I,  that  god  of  Loves  servaunts  serve, 
Ke  dar  to  Love,  for  myn  unlyklinesse,  16 
Freyen   for  speed,  al  sholde  I  therfor 

sterve, 
So  fer  am  I  fro  his  help  in  derknesse ; 
But  nathelees,  if  this  may  doon  gladnesse 
To  any  lover,  and  his  cause  avayle,        ao 
Have  he  my  thank,  and  myn  be  this  tra- 

vayle ! 

4.  But  ye  loveros,  that  bathen  in  glad- 
nesse, 
If  any  drope  of  pitee  in  yow  be, 
Bemembreth  yow  on  passed  hevinesse 
That  ye  han  felt,  and  on  the  adversitee  25 
Of  othere  folk,  and  thenketh  how  that  ye 
Han  felt  that  Love  dorste  yow  displese  ; 
Or  ye  han  wonne  him  with  to  greet  an  ese. 


5.  And  preyeth  for  hem  that  ben  in  the  cas 
Of  Troilus,  as  ye  may  after  here,  $0 
That  love  hem  bringe  in  hevene  to  solas, 
And  eek  for  me  preyeth  to  god  so  dere. 
That  I  have  might  to  shewe,   in   som 

manere, 
Swich  peyne  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  endure. 
In  Troilus  unsely  aventurei  35 

6.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been 

despeyred 
in  love,  that  never  nil  recovered  be. 
And  eek  for  hem  that  falsly  been  apeyred 
Thorugh  wikked  tonges,  be  it  he  or  she  ; 
Thus  biddeth  god,  for  his  benignitee,    40 
To  graunte  hem  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace. 
That  been  despeyred  out  of  Loves  grace. 

7.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been  at 

ese, 
That  god  hem  graunte  ay  good  perseve- 

raunce, 
And  sende  hem  might  hir  ladies  so  to 

plese,  45 

That  it  to  Love  be  worship  and  plesaunoe. 
For  so  hope  I  my  soule  best  avaunce. 
To  preye  for  hem  that  Loves  servaunts  be. 
And  wiyte  hir  wo,  and  live  in  charitee. 

8.  And  for  to  have  of  hem  comiwssioun  50 
As  though  I  were  hir  owene  brother  dere. 
Now  herkeneth  with  a  gode  entenoioun. 
For  now  wol  I  gon  streight  to  my  matere, 
In  whiche  ye  may  the  double  sorwes  here 
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Of  TroilTiB,  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  55 

And  how  that  she  forsook  him  er  she 

deyde. 

■  ♦♦  - 

9.  It  is  wel  -wist,  how  that  the  Grekes 

stronge 
In  armes  with  a  thousand  shippes  wente 
To  Troye-wardes,  and  the  citee  longe 
Assegeden  neigh  ten  yeerer  they  stente,  60 
And,  in  diverse  wyse  and  oon  entente, 
The  ravisshing  to  wreken  of  Eleyne, 
Sy  Paris  doon,  they  wronghten  al  hir 

peyne. 

10.  Now  fil  it  GO,  that  in  the  tonn  ther  was 
I>wellinge  a  lord  of  greet  anctoritee,      65 
A  gret  devyn  that  clei>ed  was  Calkas, 
That  in  science  so  expert  was,  that  he 
Knew  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  he, 
By  answere  of  his  god,  that  highte  thns, 
Dann  Fhebns  or  ApoUo  Belphicns.         70 

11.  So  whan  this  Calkas  knew  by  calcn- 
Unge, 

And  eek  by  answere  of  this  Appollo, 
That  Grekes  sholden  swich  a  peple  bringe, 
Thomgh  which  that  Troye  moste  been 

for^o, 
He  caste  anoon  oat  of  the  tonn  to  go ;    75 
For  wel  wiste  he,  by  sort,  that  Troye 

sholde 
Destroyed  been,  ye,  wolde  who-so  noldo. 

12.  For  which,  for  to  departen  softely 
Took  pnrpos  ftil  this  forknowinge  wyse, 
And  to  the  Grekes  oet  ftil  prively  80 
He  stal  anoon ;  and  they,  in  corteys  wyse, 
Him  deden  bothe  worship  and  servyse. 
In  trost  that  he  hath  coxming  hem  to  rede 
In  every  peril  which  that  is  to  drede 

19.  The  noyse  np  roos,  whan  it  was  first 

aspyed,  85 

Thomgh  al  the  toon,  and  generally  was 

spoken. 
That  C^Jkas  traytor  fled  was,  and  allyed 
With  hem  of  Grece ;  and  casten  to  ben 

wroken 
On  him  that  faUly  hadde  his  feith  so 

broken  ; 
And  seyden,  he  and  al  his  kin  at  ones    90 
Ben  worthy  for  to  brennen,  fel  and  bones. 


14.  Now  hadde  Calkas  lefb,  in  this  mes- 

chaunce, 
Al  unwist  of  this  false  and  wikked  dede. 
His  donghter,   which  that  was  in  gret 

IMnannoe, 
For  of  hir  lyf  she  was  Aal  sore  in  drede,   95 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede ; 
For  bothe  a  widowe  was  she,  and  allone 
Of  any  freend,  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

mone. 

16.  Criseyde  was  this  lady  name  a-right ; 
As  to  my  dome,  in  al  Troyes  citee        ico 
Nas  noon  so  fair,  for  passing  every  wight 
So  aongellyk  was  hir  natyf  beaatee, 
That  lyk  a  thing  inmortal  semed  she. 
As  doth  an  hevenish  parfit  creature, 
That   doun   were   sent  in  scorning   of 
nature.  105 

16.  This  lady,  which  that  al-day  herde  at 
ere 

Hir  fadres    shame,    his    falsnesse    and 

tresoun, 
Wel  nigh  out  of  hir  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere, 
In  widewes  habit  large  of  samit  broun. 
On  knees  she  fil  bifom  Ector  a-doun  ;    no 
With  pitous  voys,  and  tendrely  wepinge. 
His  mercy  bad,  hir-selven  excusinge. 

17.  Now  was  this  Ector  pitous  of  nature. 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwfully  bigoon, 
And  that  she  was  so  fait  a  creature ;    115 
Of  his  goodnesse  he  gladed  hir  anoon, 
And  seyde,  *  lat  your  fadres  treson  goon 
Forth  with  mischaunce,  and  ye  your-self, 

in  joye, 
Bwelleth  with  us,  whyl  you  good  list,  in 
Troye. 

18.  And  al  th'onour  that  men  may  doon 
yow  have,  120 

As  ferforth  as  your  fader  dwelled  here. 
Ye  shul  han,  and  your  body  shal  men  save. 
As  fer  as  I  may  ought  enquere  or  here.' 
And  she  him  thonked  with  tal  humble 

chere, 
And  ofter  wolde,  and  it  hadde  ben  his 

wille,  125 

And  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom,  and  hold 
.  hir  stUle. 
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19.  And  in  hir  hoiui  she  abood  with  swioh 
xnejmee 

As  to  hir  honour  nede  was  to  holde ; 
And  whyl  she  was  dwelling^  in  that  citee, 
Kepte  hir  estat,  and  bothe  of  jonge  and 

olde  ijo 

Fal  wel  belovedf  and  wel  men  of  hir  tolde. 
But  whether  that  she  children  hadde  or 

nooUf 
I  rede  it  nought ;  therfore  I  lete  it  goon. 

20.  The  thinges  fellen,  as  they  doon  of 
werre, 

Bitwixen    hem    of  Troye    and    Grekes 

ofte ;  135 

For  Bom  day  boughten  tliey  of  Troye  it 

derrOi 
And  eft  the  Grekes  founden  no  thing  sofle 
The  folk  of  Troye ;  and  thus  fortune  on- 

lofte, 
And  under  eft,  gan  hem  to  wheelen  bothe 
After  hir  oours,  ay  whyl  they  were  wrothe. 

21.  But  how  this  toun  com  to  destruc- 
oioun  141 

Ne  falleth  nought  to  purpos  me  to  telle  ; 
For  it  were  here  a  long  disgressionn 
Fro  my  matere,  and  yow  to  longe  dwelle. 
But  the  Troyane  gestes,  as  they  felle,  145 
In  Omer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dyte, 
Who-BO  that  can,  may  rede  hem  as  they 
wryte. 

22.  But  though  that  Ghrekes  hem  of  Troye 
shetten, 

And  hir  citee  bisegede  al  a-boute, 
Hir  olde  usage  wolde  they  not  letten,    150 
As  for  to  honoure  hir  goddes  fnl  devoute ; 
But  aldermost  in  honour,  out  of  doute, 
They  hadde  a  relik  hight  Palladion, 
That  was  hir  trist  a-boven  everiohon. 

28.  And  so  bifel,  whan  comen  was  the 
tyme  155 

Of  Aperil,  whan  clothed  is  the  mede 
With  newe  grene,  of  lusty  Ver  the  pryme, 
And  Bwote  smellen  floures  whyte  and  rede, 
In  sondry  wyses  shewed,  as  I  rede, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hir  observannces  olde, 
Palladiones  feste  for  to  holde.  161 

24.  And  to  the  temple,in  al  hir  beste  wyse. 
In  general,  ther  wente  many  a  wight,- 


To  herknen  of  Palladion  the  servyse ; 
And  namely,  so  many  a  lusty  knight,  165 
So  many  a  lady  fresh  and  mayden  bright, 
Ful  wel  arayed,  bothe  moste  and  leste. 
Ye,  bothe  for  the  seson  and  the  feste. 

26.  Among  thise  othere  folk  was  Criseyda, 
In  widewes  habite  blak;  but  nathelees, 
Right  as  our  firste  lettre  is  now  an  A,  171 
In  beautee  first  so  stood  she,  makelees  ; 
Hir  godly  looking  gladede  al  the  prees. 
Nas  never  seyn  thing  to  ben  preysed  derre, 
Kor  under  doude  blak  so  bright  a  sterre 

26.  As  was  Criseyde,  as  folk  seyde  everich- 
oon  176 

That  hir  bihelden  in  hir  blake  wede ; 
And  yet  she  stood  ful  lowe  and  stiUe 

alloon, 
Bihinden  othere  folk,  in  litel  brede. 
And  neigh  the  dore,  ay  under  shames 

drede,  180 

Simple  of  a-tyr,  and  debonaire  of  chare. 
With  ful  assured  loking  and  manere. 

27.  This  Troilus,  as  he  was  wont  to  gyde 
His  yonge  knightes,  ladde  hem  up  and 

doun 
In  thilke  large  temple  on  every  syde,    185 
Biholding  ay  the  ladyes  of  the  toun, 
Now  here,  now  there,  for  no  devocioun 
Hadde  he  to  noon,  to  reven  him  his  reste. 
But  gan  to  preyse  and  lakken  whom  him 

leste. 

28.  And  in  his  walk  ful  fast  he  gan  to 
wayten  190 

If  knight  or  squyer  of  his  oompanye 
Gan  for  to  «yke,  or  lete  his  eyen  bayten 
On  any  woman  that  he  ooude  aspye ; 
He  wolde  smyle,  and  holden  it  folye. 
And  seye  him  thus,  '  god  wot,  she  slei>eth 

Bofte  195 

For  love  of  thee,  whan  thou  tomest  ful 

ofte! 

29.  '  I  have  herd  told,  pardieux,  of  your 
livinge, 

Ye  lovers,  and  your  lewede  observannces. 

And  which  a  labour  folk  ban  in  winninge 

Of  love,  and,  in  the  keping,  which  dou- 

taunces;  aoo 
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And  whan  yonr  preye  is  loflt,  wo  and 
penaunces ; 

0  verrey  foles !  nyoe  and  blinde  be  ye ; 
Ther  nis  not  oon  can  war  by  other  be.' 

80.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  cast  up 
the  browe, 

Ascannces,  *  lo !  is  this  nonght  wysly 
spoken  ?  *  205 

At  which  the  god  of  love  gan  loken  rowe 

Bight  for  deipytf  and  shoop  for  to  ben 
wroken ; 

He  kidde  anoon  his  bowe  nas  not  broken ; 

For  sodeynly  he  hit  him  at  the  falle  ; 

And  yet  as  prond  a  pekok  can  he  pnlle.  210 

81.  0  blinde  world,  O  blinde  entencionn  ! 
How  ofte  falleth  al  th*effect  contraire 
Of  snrqnidrye  and  fonl  presampcionn  ; 
For  canght  is  prond,  and  caught  is  de- 

bonaire. 
This  Troilns  is  domben  on  the  staire,  315 
And  litel  weneth  that  he  moot  descenden. 
Bnt   al-day   &yleth    thing    that    foles 

wenden. 

82.  As  pronde  Bayard  ginneth  for  to 
skippe 

Out  of  the  wey,  so  priketh  him  his  com, 
Til  he  a  lash  have  of  the  longe  whippe,  320 
Than  thenketh  he, '  thongh  I  prannce  al 

bifom 
First  in  the  trays,  fhl  fkt  and  newe  shorn. 
Yet  am  I  bnt  an  hors,  and  horses  lawe 

1  moot  endnre,  and  with  my  feres  drawe.' 

88.  So  ferde  it  by  this  fers  and  pronde 
knight ;  32$ 

Though  he  a  worthy  kingos  some  were, 
And  wende  no-thing  hadde  had  swiche 

might 
Ayens  his  wil  that  sholde  his  herte  stere, 
Yet  with  a  look  his  herte  wex  a-fere, 
That  he,  that  now  was  most  in  piyde 
above,  330 

Wex  sodeynly  most  snbget  nn-to  love. 

84.  For*thy  ensample  taketh  of  this  man, 
Ye  ws^se,  pronde,  and  worthy  folkes  alle. 
To  soomen  Love,  which  that  so  sone  can 
The  freedom  of  yonr  hertes  to  him  thralle; 
For  ever  it  was,  and  ever  it  shal  bifalle, 


That  Love  is  he  that  alle  thing  may 

binde; 
For  may  no  man  for-do  the  lawe  of  kinde. 

85.  That  this  be  sooth,  hath  preved  and 
doth  yit ;  3.19 

For  this  trowe  I  ye  knowen,  alle  or  some. 
Men  reden  not  that  folk  ban  gretter  wit 
Than  they  that  han  be  most  with  love 

y-nome ; 
And  strengestfolk  ben  therwith  overcome, 
The  worthiest  and  grettest  of  degree ;  344 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yet  men  shal  it  see. 

86.  And  trewelich  it  sit  wel  to  be  so ; 
Foralderwysest  han  ther-witii  benplese<l ; 
And  they  that  han  ben  aldermost  in  wo. 
With  love  han  been  conforted  most  and 

csed ;  349 

And  ofte  it  hath  the  cmel  herte  apesed. 
And  worthy  folk  maad  worthier  of  name, 
And  canseth  most  to  dreden  vyce  and 

shame. 

87.  Now  sith  it  may  not  goodly  be  with- 
stonde. 

And  is  a  thing  so  vertuons  in  kinde, 
BefHiseth  not  to  Love  for  to  be  bonde,  2^-i 
Sin,  ashim^selven  list,  he  mayyow  binde. 
The  yerde  is  bet  that  bowen  wole  and 

winde 
Than  that  that  brest ;  and  therfor  I  yow 

rede 
To  folwen  him  that  so  wel  can  yow  le<lo. 

88.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  in  special    360 
As  of  this  kinges  sone  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  leten  other  thing  collateral, 

Of  him  thenke  I  my  tale  for  to  holde, 
Bothe  of  his  joye,  and  of  his  cares  colde ; 
And  al  his  werk,  as  touching  this  matere. 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wil  ther-to  refere.  366 

89.  With-inne  the  temple  he  wente  him 
forth  plejringe, 

This  Troilns,  of  every  wight  abonte, 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  that  lokingc, 
Wher-so  she  were  of  tonne,  or  of  with- 

onte :  370 

And  np^>n  cas  bifel,  that  thomgh  a  route 
His  eye  peroed,  and  so  dope  it  wente. 
Til  on  Criseyde  it  smoot,  and  ther  it 

stente. 
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40.  And    sodeynly   he    wex    ther-with 
astonedf 

And  gan  hire  bet  biholde  in  thrifty  vyse  : 
'  O    mercy,   god ! '    thooghte  he,    *  wher 

hastow  woned,  276 

That  art  so  fair  and  goodly  to  devyse  ?' 
Therewith  his  hert«  gan  to  sprede  and 

lyse, 
And  softe  sighed,  lest  men  mighte  him 

here, 
And  caughte  a-yein  his  firste  pleyinge 

chere.  380 

41.  She  nas  not  -with  the  leste  of  hir 
stature, 

But  alle  hir  limes  so  wel  answeringo 
Weren  to  womanhode,  that  creature 
Was  never  lasse  mannish  in  seminge.  284 
And  eek  the  pure  wyse  of  here  meninge 
Shewede  wel,  that  men  might  in  hir  gesse 
Honour,  estat,  and  wommanly  noblesse. 

42.  To  Troilus  right  wonder  wel  with-alle 
Gan  for  to  lyke  hir  mening  and   hir 

chere, 
Which  somdel  deynous  was,  for  she  leet 

falle  390 

Hir  look  a  lite  a-side,  in  swich  manere, 
Ascaunces,   *what!  may  I  not  stonden 

here?' 
And  after  that  hir  loking  gan  she  lighte. 
That  never  thoughte  him  seen  so  good 

a  sighte. 

43.  And  of  hir  look  in  hjn;^  ther  gan  to 
quiken  395 

So  greet  desir,  and  swich  affeocioun, 
Tliat  in  his  hertes  botme  gan  to  stiken 
Of  hir  his  fixe  and  depe  impressioun  : 
And  though  he  erst  hadde  poured  up 
and  doun,  299 

He  was  tho  glad  his  homes  in  to  shrinke  ; 
Unnethes  wiste  he  how  to  loke  or  winke. 

44.  Lo,  he  that  leet  him-selven  so  kon- 
ninge. 

And  scorned  hem  that  loves  peynes  dryen. 
Was  ful    unwar  that    love    hadde    his 

dweUinge 
With-inne  the  subtile  stremes  of  hir  yfin ; 
That    Bodeynly  him    thoughte  he  felto 

dyen,  306 


Bight  with  hir  look,  the  spirit  in  his 

herte; 
Blessed  be  love,  that  thus  can  folk  con- 

verte ! 

45.  She,  this  in  blak,  lykinge  to  Troilus, 
Over  alle  thing  he  stood  for  to  biholde ; 
Ne  his  desir,  ne  wherfor  he  stood  thus. 
He  neither  chere  made,  ne  worde  tolde ; 
But  from  a-fer,  his  maner  for  to  holde. 
On  other  thing  his  look  som-tyme  he  caste. 
And  eft  on  hir,  whyl  that  sefvyse  laste.  3 15 

46.  And  after  this,   not  fullicho  al  a- 
whaped. 

Out  of  the  temple  al  esiliche  he  wente, 
Bepentinge  him  that  he  hadde  ever  y- 

japed 
Of  loves  folk,  lest  fully  the  descente 
Of  scorn  fille  on  him-self ;  but,  what  he 

mente,  320 

Lest  it  were  wist  on  any  maner  syde, 
His  wo  he  gan  dissimulen  and  hyde. 

47.  Whan  he  was  fro  the  temple  thus 
departed. 

He  streyght  anoon  un-to  hispaleys  tometh, 
Bight  with  hir  look  thurgh-shoten  and 

thurgh-darted,  325 

Al  feyneth  he  in  lust  that  he  sojometh  ; 
And  al  his  chere  and  speche    also   he 

bometh ; 
And  ay,  of  loves  servants  eveiy  whyle, 
Him-«elf  to  wiye,  at  hem  he  gan  to  smyle. 

48.  And  seyde,  *  lord,  so  ye  live  al  in  lest, 
Te  loveres !  for  the  oonningest  of  yow,  331 
That  serveth  most  ententiflich  and  best. 
Him  tit  as  often  harm  ther-of  as  prow ; 
Your  hyre  is  quit  ayein,  ye,  god  wot  how ! 
Nought  wel  for  wel,  but  scorn  for  good 

servyse ;  335 

In  feith,  your  ordre  is  ruled  in  good  wyse ! 

49.  In  noun-certeyn  ben  alle  your  ob- 
servaunces. 

But  it  a  soly  fewe  poyntes  be  ; 
Ne  no-thing  asketh  so  greto  attendaunces 
As  doth  your  lay,  and  that  knowe  alle  ye ; 
But  that  is  not  the  worste,  as  mote  I  thee ; 
But,  tolde  I  yow  the  worste  poynt,  I  leve, 
Al  seyde  I  sooth,  ye  woLden  at  me  greve ! 
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50.  But  tak  this,  that  je  loveres   ofte 
eschuwe, 

Or  elles  doon  of  good  entencioTxn,         345 
Fol  oft«  thy  lady  urole  it  misoonstme. 
And  d^ne  it  harm  in  hir  opinioun  ; 
And  yet  if  she,  for  other  enchesoun, 
Be  wrooth,  than  shalt  thou  han  a  groyn 

anoon : 
Lord!  welishimthatmaybeofyowoon!' 

51.  Bnt  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  say  his 
tyme,  351 

He  held  his  pees,  non  other  hote  him 

gayned; 
Eor  love  bigan  his  fethares  so  to  lyme. 
That  wel  unnethe  on-to  his  folk  he  feyned 
That  othere  besye  nedes  him  destrayned ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  to  doon  he 

niste,  556 

Bat  bad  his  folk  to  goon  wher  that  hem 

liste. 

62.  And  whan  that  he  in  chaombre  was 

allone. 
He  donn  up-on  his  beddes  feet  him  sette; 
And  first  he  gan  to  syke,  and  eft  to 

grone,  360 

And  thooghte  ay  on  hir  so,  with-onten 

lette. 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mette 
That  he  hir  saw  a  temple,  and  al  the  wyse 
Bight  of  hir  loke,  and  gan  it  newe  avyse. 

68.  Thns  gan  he  make  a  miroor  of  his 
minde,  365 

In  which  he  sangh  al  hoolly  hir  figore ; 
And  that  he  wel  ooude  in  his  herte  finde^ 
It  was  to  him  a  right  good  aventnre 
To  love  swich  oon,  and  if  he  dide  his  core 
To  serven  hir,  yet  mlghte  he  faUe  in 
grace,  370 

Or  elles,  for  oon  of  hir  servannts  pace. 

64.  Imagininge  that  travaille  nor  grame 
Ne  mighte,  for  so  goodly  oon,  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  ne  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  bat  in  piys  and  up-born 
Of  alle  lovers  wel  more  than  bifom ;    376 
Thus  argnmented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Fal  unavysed  of  his  wo  cominge. 

66.  Thus  took  he  purpos  loves  craft  to 

suwe. 
And  thoughte  he  wolde  werken  prively. 


First,  to  hyden  his  desir  in  muwe         381 
From  every  wight  y-born,  al-outrely, 
Bnt  he  mighte  ought  recovered  be  therby ; 
Bemembring  him,  that  love  to  wyde  y- 

blowe 
Yelt  bittre  fruyt,  though  swete  seed  be 

sowe.  385 

56.  And  over  al  this,  yet  muchel  more  he 
thoughte 

What  for  to  speke,  and  what  to  holden 

inne, 
And  what  to  arten  hir  to  love  he  soughte, 
And  on  a  song  anoon-right  to  biginne,  389 
And  gan  loudo  on  his  sorwe  for  to  winne ; 
For  with  good  hope  he  gan  fully  assente 
Criseyde  for  to  love,  and  nought  repente. 

57.  And  of  his  song  nought  only  the 
sentence, 

As  writ  myn  autour  called  LoUius, 
But  pleynly,  save  our  tonges  difference, 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  in  al  that  Troilus         396 
Seyde  in  his  song ;  lo  !  every  word  right 

thus 
As  I  shal  seyn  ;  and  who-so  list  it  here, 
Lo  I  next  this  vers,  he  may  it  finden  here. 

Cantus  Troill. 

58.  *  If  no  love  is,  O  god,  what  fele  I  so  ? 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  whiche 

is  he  ?  401 

If  love  be  good,  from  whennes  comth  my 

wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  thinketh  me. 
When  every  torment  and  adversitee 
That  cometh  of  him,  may  to  me  savory 

thinke ;  405 

For  ay  thurst  I,  the  more  that  I  it  drinke. 

69.  And  if  that  at  myn  owene  lust  I 

brenne. 
Fro  whennes  cometh  my  wailing  and  my 

pleynte? 
If  harme  agree  me,  wher^o  pleyne  I 

thenne  ? 
I  noot,  ne  why  unwery  that  I  foynie.  410 
O  quike  deeth,  o  swete  harm  so  queynte. 
How  may  of  thee  in  me  swich  quantitee, 
But-if  that  I  oonsente  tiiat  it  be  ? 

60.  And  if  that  I  oonsente,  I  wrongfully 
Qompleyne,  y-wis ;  thuspossedtoandfro^ 
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Al  sterolees  witli-inne  a  boot  am  I        416 
A-mid  the  see,  bj-twixen  windes  two, 
That  in  contrarie  stonden  ever-mo. 
Alias !  what  is  this  wonder  maladye  ?  4 19 
For  hete  of  cold,  for  cold  of  hete,  I  dye.' 

CI.  And  to  the  god  of  love  thus  seyde  he 
With  pitous  voys, '  O  lord,  now  yonres  is 
My  spirit,  which  that  oughte  yonres  be. 
Yow  thanke  I,  lord,  that  han  me  brought 

to  this ; 
But  whether  goddesse  or  womman,  y-wis, 
She  be,  I  noot,   which  that  ye  do  me 

serve ;  426 

But  as  hir  man  I  wole  ay  live  and  sterve. 

62.  Ye  stonden  in  hire  eyen  mightily. 
As  in  a  place  un-to  your  vertu  digne  ; 
Wherf  ore,  lord,  if  my  servyse  or  I        430 
May  lyke  yow,  so  both  to  me  benigne ; 
For  myn  estat  rojul  here  I  resign  e 
In-to  hir  bond,  and  with  fnl  humble  chere 
Bicome  hir  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere.'  434 

63.  In  him  ne  deyned  sparen  blood  royal 
The  fyr  of  love,  wher-fro  god  me  blesse, 
Ne  him  forbar  in  no  degree,  for  al 

His  vertu  or  his  excellent  prowesse  ; 
But  held  him  as  his  thral  lowe  in  distresse, 
And  brende  him  so  in  sondiy  wyse  ay 
newe,  440 

That  sixty  tyme  a  day  he  loste  his  hewe. 

64.  So  mnche,  day  by  day,  his  owene 
thought. 

For  lust  to  hir,  gan  quiken  and  encrese, 
That  every  other  charge  he  sette  at  nought ; 
For-thy  fal  ofbe,  his  bote  fyr  to  cese,    445 
To  seen  hir  goodly  look  he  gan  to  prese  ; 
For  ther-by  to  ben  esed  wel  he  wende, 
And  ay  the  neer  he  was,  the  more  he 
brende. 

60.  For  ay  the  neer  the  fyr,  the  hotter  is. 
This,  trowe  I,  knoweth  al  this  oompanyo. 
But  were  he  fer  or  neer,  I  dar  seye  this. 
By  night  or  day,  for  wysdom  or  folye,  452 
His  herte,  which  that  is  his  brestes  y^ 
Was  ay  on  hir,  that  fairer  was  to  sene 
Than  ever  was  Eleyne  or  Polixene.       455 

C6.  Eek  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an 

houre 
That  to  him-self  a  thousand  tymehe  seyde, 


*  Oood  goodly,  to  whom  serve  I  and  la- 
boure,  458 

As  I  best  can,  now  wolde  god,  Criseyde, 
Ye  wolden  on  me  rewe  er  that  I  deyde  ! 
My  dere  herte,  alias  !  myn  hele  and  hewe 
And  lyf  is  lost,  but  ye  wole  on  me  rewe.' 

67.  Alle  othere  dredes  weren  from  hint 
fledde, 

Bothe  of  th'assege  and  his  savacioun  ; 
Ne  in  him  desyr   noon  othere    fownes 

bredde  465 

But  arguments  to  this  condusioun, 
That  she  on  him  wolde  han  compassioun, 
And  he  to  be  hir  man,  whyl  he  may  dure ; 
Lo,  here  his  lyf,  and  from  the  deeth  his 

cure !  460 

68.  The  sharpe  shoures  felle  of  armes  preve. 
That  Ector  or  his  othere  bretheren  diden, 
Ne  made  him  only  ther-fore  ones  meve ; 
And  yet  was  he,  wher-so  men  wente  or 

riden, 
l^onnde  oon  the  best,  and  lengest  tymo 

abiden  474 

Ther  peril  was,  and  dide  oek  such  travayle 
In  armes,  that  to  thenke  it  was  mervayle. 

69.  But  for  non  hate  he  to  the  Grekes 
hadde, 

Ne  also  for  the  rescous  of  the  toun, 
Ne  made  him  thus  in  armes  for  to  maddo, 
But  only,  lo,  for  this  condusioun,         480 
To  lyken  hir  the  bet  for  his  renoun  ; 
Fro  day  to  day  in  armes  so  he  spedde, 
That  alle  the  Grekes  as. the  deeth  him 
dredde. 

70.  And  fro  this  forth  tho  refte  him  love 
his  sleep. 

And  made  his  mete  his  foo ;  and  eek  his 
sorwe  4A5 

Gan  multiplye,  that,  whoHSo  toke  keep, 
It  shewed  in  his  hewe,  bothe  eve  and 

morwe  ; 
Therfor  a  title  he  gan  him  for  to  borwe 
Of  other  syknesse,  lest  of  him  men  wendo 
That  the  bote  fyr  of  love  him  brende.  490 

71.  And  seyde,  he  hadde  a  fever  and  fertle 
amis ; 

But  how  it  was,  certayn,  can  I  not  seye. 
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If  that  his  lady  understood  not  thiSf 
Or  feyned  hir  she  niste,  oon  of  the  tweye ; 
But  wel  I  rede  that,  by  no  manor  weye, 
Ne  semed  it  [as]  that  she  of  him  ronghte, 
Nor  of  his  pejme,  or   what-so-eTer   he 
thoughte. 

72.  Bat  than  fel  to  this  Troylos  such  wo, 
That  he  wiis  wel  neigh  wood ;  for  ay  his 

drede  499 

Was  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loved  so, 
That  never  of  him  she  wolde  have  taken 

hede; 
For  whiche  him  thoughte  he  felte  his 

herte  blede. 
Ne  of  his  wo  ne  dorste  he  not  biginne 
To  tellen  it,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 

73.  Bat  whanne  ho  hadde  a  space  fro  his 
care,  505 

Thos  to  him-self  fal  ofte  he  gan  to  pleyne ; 
He  sayde,  *  O  fool,  now  art  thou  in  the 

snare, 
That  whilom  japedest  at  loves  peyne  ; 
Now  artow  hent,  now  gnaw  ihyn  owene 

cheyne ; 
Thoa  were  ay  wont  eche  lovere  reprehende 
Of  thing  fi*o  which  thou  canst  thee  nat 

defende.  511 

74.  What  wole  now  every  lover  seyn  of 
thee, 

If  this  be  wist,  bat  ever  in  thyn  absence 
Laughen  in  scorn,  and  seyn,  "lo,  ther 

gooth  he, 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gret  sapience,     515 
That  held  us  loveres  leest  in  reverence  I 
Now,  thonked  be  god,  he  may  goon  in  the 

daonce 
Of  hem  that  Love  list  febly  for  to  avaance ! 

75.  But,  O  thoa  woftd  Troilas,  god  wolde. 
Sin  thow  most  loven  thorgh  thy  destinee, 
That  thow  beset  were  on  swich  oon  that 

sholde  521 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakkede  hir  pitee : 
Bat  al  so  cold  in  love,  towardes  thee, 
Thy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  mone,   524 
And  thou  fordoon,  as  snow  in  fyr  is  sone." 

76.  God  wolde  I  were  aiyved  in  the  port 
Of  deeth,  to  which  my  aorwe  wil  me  lede ! 


A,  lord,  to  me  it  were  a  greet  comfort ; 
Then  were  I  qait  of  langaisshing  in  drede. 
For  by  myn  hidde  sorwe  y-blowe  on  brede 
I  shal  bi-japed  been  a  thousand  tynxe  531 
More  than  that  fool  of  whoe  folye  men 
ryme. 

77.  But  now  help  god,  and  ye,  swete,  for 
whom 

I  plejme,  y-canght,  ye,  never  wight  so 

faste !  534 

O  mercy,  dere  herte,  and  help  me  from 
The  deeth,  for  I,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

laste, 
More  than  my-eelf  wol  love  yow  to  my 

laste. 
And  with  som  freendly  look  gladeth  me, 

swete. 
Though  nevermore  thing  ye  me  bi-hete!' 

78.  This  wordes  and  fol  manye  an-other  to 
He  spak,  and  called  ever  in  his  com* 

plejmte  541 

Hir  name,  for  to  tellen  hir  his  wo, 
Til  neigh  that  he  in  salte  teres  dreynte. 
Al  was  for  nought,  she  herde  nought  his 

pleynte ; 
And  whan  that  he  bithonghte  on  that 

folye,  545 

A  thousand  fold  his  wo  gan  multiplyo. 

79.  Bi-wayling  in  his  chambre  thusallone, 
A  freend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandare, 
Com  ones  in  unwar,  and  herde  him  grone, 
And  sey  his  freend  in  swich  distresse  and 

care :  550 

'  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  '  who  causeth  al  this 

fare? 
O  mercy,   god !   what  unhap  may  this 

mene? 
Han  now  thus  sone  Orekes  maad  yow 

lene? 

80.  Or  hastow  som  remors  of  conscience, 
And  art  now  falle  in  som  devocioun,    555 
And  waylest   for   thy  sinne  and    thyn 

offence, 
And  hast  for  ferde  caught  attricioun  ? 
GKkI  save  hem  that  bi-seged  han  our  toun, 
And  so  can  leye  our  jolytee  on  presse, 
And  bring  our  lusty  folk  to  holinesse !' 
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81.  These  wordes  soyde  he  for  the  nones 

alle,  561 

That  with  swich  thinfif  he  mighte  him 

angary  xnaken, 
And  with  an  angre  don  his  sorwe  falle, 
As  for  the  tyme,  and  his  corage  awaken  ; 
Bnt  wel  he  wiste,  as  fer  as  tonges  spaken, 
Ther  nas  a  man  of  gretter  hardinesse  566 
Than  he,  ne  more  desired  worthinesse. 

8a.  *What  cas,'  quod  Troilus,  'or  what 

aventnro 
Hath  gyded  thee  to  see  my  langnisshinge, 
That  am  refas  of  every  creatnre  ?  570 

Bat  for  the  love  of  god,  at  my  prejringe, 
Go  henne  a-way,  for  certes,  my  deyinge 
Wol  thee  disese,  and  I  mot  nedes  deye ; 
Ther-for  go  wey,  ther  is  no  more  to  seye. 

88.  But  if  thon  wene  I  be  thns  syk  for 

drede,  575 

It  is  not  so,  and  ther-for  soome  nought ; 
Ther  is  a-nother  thing  I  take  of  hede 
Wel  more  than  ought  the  Ghrekes  han 

y-wrought. 
Which  cause  is  of  my  deeth,  for  sorwie 

and  thought. 
But  though  that  I  now  telle  thee  it  ne 

leste,  580 

Be  thou  nought  wrooth,  I  hyde  it  for  the 

beste.' 

84.  This  Pandare,  Uiat  neigh  malt  for  wo 
and  routhe, 

Fol  often  seyde,  '  alias !  what  may  this  be? 
Now  freend,'  quod  he,  *if  ever  love  or 

trouthe 
Hath  been,  or  is,  bi-twixen  thee  and  me. 
No  do  thou  never  swiche  a  crueltee     586 
To  hyde  fro  thy  freend  so  greet  a  care  ; 
Wostow  nought  wel  that  it  am  I,  Pandare  ? 

85.  I  wole  parten  with  thee  al  thy  peyne, 
If  it  be  so  I  do  thee  no  comfort,  5;o 
As  it  is  freendes  right,  sooth  for  to  seyne. 
To  entreparten  wo,  as  glad  desport. 

I  have,  and  shal,  for  trewe  or  fals  report, 

In  wrong  and  right  y-loved  thee  al  my 

lyve ;  594 

Hyd  not  thy  wo  fro  me,  but  telle  it  blyve.* 

86.  Then  gan  this  sorwfdl  Troilus  to  syke, 
And  seyde  him  thus, '  god  leve  it  be  my 

beste 


To  telle  it  thee;  for,  sith  it  may  thee 

lyke. 
Yet  wole  I  telle  it,  though  mjrn  hette 

breste ;  599 

And  wel  wot  I  thou  mayst  do  me  no  reste. 
But  lest  thow  deme  I  truste  not  to  thee. 
Now  herkne,  freend,  for  thus  it  stant  with 

me. 

87.  Love,  a-yeins  the  which  who-so  de- 
fendeth 

HimHBelven  most,  him  alder-lest  avayleth. 
With  desespeir  so  sorwfully  me  offendeth, 
That  streyght  un-to  the  deeth  myn  herte 
sayleth.  606 

Ther-to  det^r  so  brenningly  me  assaylleth. 
That  to  ben  slayn  it  were  a  gretter  joye 
To  me  than  king  of  Grece  been  and  Troye ! 

88.  SufBseth  this,  my  f ulle  freend  Pandare, 
That  I  have  seyd,  for  now  wostow  my  wo ; 
And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  coldo  care  61  > 
So  hyd  it  wel,  I  telle  it  never  to  mo ; 
For  harmes  mighte  folwon,  mo  than  two, 
If  it  were  wist ;  but  be  thou  in  gladnesse, 
And  lat  me  sterve,  unknowe,  of  my  dis- 

tresse.*  616 

89.  'How  hastow  thus    unkindely  and 
longe 

Hid  this  ih>  me,  thou  fool?'  quod  Pan- 

darus ; 
'  Paraunter  thou  might  after  swich  oon 

longe, 
That  myn  avys  anoon  may  helpen  us.'  620 
*  This  were  a  wonder  thing,'  quod  Troilus, 
'Thou  coudest  never  in  love  thy-selven 

wisse ; 
How  devel  majrstow  bringen  me  to  bUsse  ?  ^ 

90.  *  Ye,  Troilus,  now  herke,'  quod  Pan- 
dare, 

'  Though  I  be  nyce ;  it  happeth  ofbe  so,  625 
That  oon  that  exces  doth  ful  yvele  fare 
By  good  counseyl  can  kei>e  his  freend 

ther-fro. 
I  have  my-self  eek  seyn  a  blind  man  go 
Ther-as  he  fel  that  coude  loke  wyde ; 
A  fool  may  eek  a  wys  man  ofte  gyde.    650 

91.  A  whetston  is  nokerving  instrument, 
And  yet  it  maketh  sharpe  kerving-toUs. 
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And  ther  thow  woost  that  I  have  on^ht 

miswent, 
Esohewe  thoa  that,  for  swich  thing  to 

thee  Bcole  is ; 
Thus  ofte  "wyse  men  ben  war  by  folia.  635 
If  thon  do  sOf  thy  wit  is  wel  biwioed ; 
By  his  oontrarie  is  every  thing  declared. 

92.  For  how  might  ever  sweetnesse  have 
be  knowe 

To  him  that  never  tasted  bittemesse  ? 

Ne  no  man  may  be  inly  glad,  I  trowe,  640 

That  never  was  in  sorwe  or  som  distresse ; 

Eek  whyt  by  blak,  by  shame  eek  worthi- 
nesses 

Ech  set  by  other,  more  for  otiier  semeth ; 

As  men  may  see ;  and  so  the  wyse  it 
demeth. 

98.  Sith  thus  of  two  contraries  is  a  lore, 
I,  that  have  in  love  so  ofte  assayed      646 
Grevaonces,  oaghte  conne,  and  wel  the 

more 
Connsayllen  thee  of  that  tiion  art  amayed. 
Eek  thee  ne  onghte  nat  ben  yvel  apayed, 
Though  I  desyre  with  thee  for  to  here  650 
Thyn  hevy  charge  ;  it  shal  the  lasse  dere. 

94.  I  woot  wel  that  it  fareth  thns  by  me 
As  to  thy  brother  Parys  an  herdesse, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Ofinone,        654 
Wroot  in  a  compleynt  of  hir  hevinesse ; 
Ye  sey  the  lettre  that  she  wroot,  y  gesse?' 

*  Nay,  never  yet,  y-wis,*  qnod  Troilns. 

*  Now,*  qaod  Pandare,  *  herkneth  ;  it  was 

thus. — 


96.  "  Fhebns,  that  first  fond  art  of  medi- 

cyne," 
Qnod  she,  **and  conde  in  every  wightes 

care  660 

Bemede  and  reed,  by  herbes  he  knew  iyne, 
Yet  to  himHGielf  his  oonninge  was  fVil  bare ; 
For  love  hadde  him  so  bounden  in  a  snare, 
Al  for  the  donghter  of  the  kinge  Admete, 
That  al  his  craft  ne  conde  his  sorwe 

bete."—  665 

96.  Bight  so  fare  I,  unhappily  for  me ; 
Hove  oon  best,  and  that  me  smerteth  sore ; 
And  yet,  paraonter,  can  I  rede  thee. 
And  not  my-self ;  repreve  me  no  more.  669 
I  have  no  cause,  I  woot  wel,  for  to  sore 


As  doth  an  hauk   that    listeth   for  to 

pleye. 
But  to  thyn  help  yet  somwhat  can  I  soye. 

97.  And  of  o  thing  right  siker  maystow  bo. 
That  certayn,  for  to  deyen  in  the  peyne, 
That  I  shal  never-mo  discoveren  thee ;  675 
Ne,  by  my  trouthe,  I  kepe  nat  restreyne 
Thee  fro  thy  love,  thogh  that  it  were 

Eleyne, 
That  is  thy  brotheres  wyf,  if  ich  it  wisto ; 
Be  what  she  be,  and  love  hir  as  thee  liste. 

98.  Therfore,  as  freend    fullich    in    me 


assure. 


6Fx> 


And  tel  me  plat  what  is  thyn  enchesoun, 
And  final  cause  of  wo  that  ye  endure  ; 
For  douteth  no-thing,  myn  entencioun 
Nis  nought  to  yovr  of  reprehencioun, 
To  speke  as    now,   for  no  wight    may 
bireve  685 

A  man  to  love,  til  that  him  Ust  to  leve. 

99.  And  witeth  wel,  that  bothe  two  ben 
vyoes, 

Mistrusten  alle,  or  elles  alle  leve  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  the  mene  of  it  no  vyce  is, 
For  for  to  trusten  sum  wight  is  a  preve  690 
Of  trouthe,  and  for-thy  wolde  I  fayn  re- 
move 
Thy  wrong  oonceyte,  and  do  thee  som 

wight  triste. 
Thy  wo  to  telle ;  and  tel  me,  if  thee  liste. 

100.  The  wyse  seyth,  "wo  him  that  is 
allone, 

For,  and  he  falle,  he  hath  noon  help  to 
ryse ;"  695 

And  sith  thou  hast  a  felawe,  tel  thy  mone ; 
For  this  nis  not,  certejm,  the  nexte  wyse 
To  winnen  love,  as  techen  us  the  wyse, 
To  walwe  and  wepe  as  Niobe  the  quene, 
Whos  teres  yet  in  marbel  been  y-sene.  700 

101.  Lat  be  thy  weping  and  thy  drerinesse. 
And  lat  us  lissen  wo  with  other  speche  ; 
So  may  thy  wofnl  tyme  seme  lesse. 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  seche,         704 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  hir  sorwes  eohe 
With  sorwe,  whan  they  han  misaventure, 
And  listen  nought  to  seche  hem  other 

cure. 
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102.  Men  seyn,   "to  iHnreccho  is  oongo- 

laoioun 
To  have  an-other  felawe  in  hia  peyne ; " 
That  onghte  wcl  ben  oar  opinioun,       710 
For,  bothe  thou  and  I,  of  love  we  pleyne ; 
So  fol  of  Borwe  am  I,  soth  for  to  aeyne. 
That  certeynly  no  more  harde  grace 
Hay  sitte  on  me,  for-why  ther  is    no 

space. 

108.  If  god  vole  thon  art  not  agast  of  me, 
Lest  I  wolde  of  thy  lady  thee  bigyle,  716 
Thow  wost  thy-self  whom  that  I  love, 

pardee, 
As  I  best  can,  gon  sithen  longe  whyle. 
And  sith  thon  west  I  do  it  for  no  wyle,  719 
And  sith  I  am  ho  that  thon  trlstest  most, 
Tel  me  snmwhat,  sin  al  my  wo  thon  wost.' 

104.  Yet  Troilns,  for  al  this,  no  word 
soyde, 

But  longo  he  lay  as  stille  as  he  ded  were ; 
And  after  this  with  sykinge  he  abreyde. 
And  to  Fandarus  voys  ho  lonte  his  ere,  735 
And  up  his  eyen  caste  he,  that  in  fere 
Was  Pandams,  lest  that  in  frenesyo 
He  sholde  falle,  or  elles  sone  dye  : 

105.  And  cryde  'a-wake'  IVil  wonderly 
and  sharpe ; 

'  What  ?  slombrestow  as  in  a  lytargye  ? 
Or  artow  lyk  an  asso  to  the  harpe,        731 
That  hereth  soon,  whan  men  the  strcngea 

plye, 
Bat  in  his  minde  of  that  no  melodye 
May  sinken,  him  to  glade,  for  that  ho 
So  dal  is  of  his  bestialitee  ?'  735 

106.  And  with  that  Pandare  of  his  wordes 
stente; 

Bat  Troilas  yet  him  no  word  answerde, 
For-why  to  telle  nas  not  his  entente 
To  never  no  man,  for  whom  that  he  so 
ferde.  739 

For  it  is  seyd,  '  man  maketh  ofte  a  yerde 
With  which  the  maker  is  him-self  y-beten 
In  sondry  manor,'  as  thise  wyse  treten, 

107.  And  namely,  in  his  connseyl  tellinge 
That  toacheth  love  that  ooghte  be  secreo ; 
For  of  him-self  it  wolde  y-nongh  oat- 
springe,  '  745 


Bat-if  that  it  the  bet  governed  be. 
£ek  som-tyme  it  is  craft  to  seme  flee 
Fro  thing  which  in  effect  men  hnnte  faste ; 
Al  this  gan  Troilns  in  his  herte  caste. 

108.  Bat  nathelees,  whan  he  had  herd 
him  ciye  750 

*  Awake  ! '  he  gan  to  syke  wonder  sore, 
And  seyde,  *  freend,  though  that  I  stille 

lye, 
I  am  not  deef ;  now  pees,  and  cry  no  more; 
For  I  have  herd  thy  wordes  and  thy  lore ; 
Bat  snffire  me  my  mischef  to  biwayle,  755 
For  thy  proverbes  may  me  nonght  avayle. 

109.  Nor  other  oare  oanstow  noon  for  me. 
Fek  I  nil  not  be  cured,  I  wol  deye ; 
What  knowe  I  of  the  qnene  Niobe  ? 

Lat  be  thyne  olde  ensanmples,  I  thee 
preye.'  760 

*  No,'  qnod  tho  Pandams,  Hherfore  I  seye, 
Swich  is  delyt  of  foles  to  biwepe 

Hir  wo,  bat  seken  bote  they  ne  kepe. 

110.  Now  knowe  I  that  ther  reson  in  thee 
fayleth. 

But  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  she  wero    765 
For  whom  that  thee  al  this  misannter 

ayleth  ? 
Dorstestow  that  I  tolde  hir  in  hir  ere 
Thy  wo,  sith  thon  darst  not  thy-self  for 

fere. 
And  hir  bisonghte  on  thee  to  ban  som 

routhe?' 

*  Why,  nay,'  qnod  he,  *  by  god  and  by  my 

tronthe !'  77t> 

111.'  What  ?  not  as  bisily,'  qnod  Pandams, 
'  As  though  myn  owene  lyf  lay  on  this 

node?' 
'  No,  certes,  brother,*  quod  this  Troilns. 
'And  why?' — 'For  that  thou  sholdest 

never  spede.' 
'  Wostow  that  wel  ? '— '  Ye,  that  is  out  of 

drede,'  775 

Quod  Troilns, '  for  al  that  ever  ye  oonne, 
She  nil  to  noon  swioh  wrecche  as  I  be 

wonne,' 

112.  Quod  Pandams,  *  alias !  what  may 

this  be, 
That  thou  despeyred  art  thus  oauselees  ? 
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What?  liveth  not  thy  lady?  henediHU!  780 
How  wostow  80  that  thou  art  gpracelees  ? 
Swich  yvel  is  not  alwey  botelees. 
Why^  pnt  not  imxmssibid  thus  thy  cure, 
Sin  thing  to  come  is  offce  in  arentnre. 

118.  I  grannte  wel  that  thou  endnrest  wo 
Ab  iharp  as  doth  he,  Ticios,  in  helle,   786 
Whofl  atomak  forties  tyren  ever-mo 
That  highte  voltaris,  as  hokes  telle. 
Bat  I  may  not  endure  that  thou  dwelle 
In  so  nnskilf  ol  an  opinionn  790 

That  of  thy  wo  is  no  enraoionn. 

114.  But   ones   niltow,  for  thy  coward 

hertOf 
And  for  thyn  ire  and  folisb  wilfednessey 
For  wantmst,  tellen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Ne  to  thyn  owene  help  do  bisinesse  795 
As  muche  as  speke  a  resonn  more  or  lesse, 
Bnt  lyest  as  he  that  list  of  no-thing  recche. 
What    wonunan    conde    lore    swich    a 

wrecche? 

116.  What  may  she  demen  other  of  thy 
deeth, 

If  thon  thus  deye,andshe  not  why  it  is,  800 
Bat  that  for  fere  is  yolden  up  thy  breeth, 
For  Grekes  han  biseged  nSf  y-wis  ? 
Lord,  which  a  tiiank  than  shaltowhan  of 

this! 
Thus  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  tonn  at 

ones, 
**  The  wi«cche  is  deed,  the  devel  have  his 

bones ! "  805 

116L  Thon  mayst  allone  here  wepe  and 

crye  and  knele ; 
Bui,  love  a  woman  that  she  woot   it 

nought, 
And  she  wol  qoyte  that  thon  shalt  not 

fele; 
Unknowe,  nnkist,  and  lost  that  is  nn- 

sought. 
What !  many  a  man  hath  love  fvl  dere 

y-bought  810 

Twenty  winter  that  his  lady  wiste, 
That  never  yet  his  lady  mouth  he  kiste. 

117.  What?  shulde  he  therfor  fallan  in 
despeyr, 

Or  be  reoreaont  for  his  owene  tene, 


Or  sleen  him-self,  al  be  his  lady  fayr  ?  815 
Nay,  nay,  but  ever  in  oon  be  fresh  and 

grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hertes  queue, 
And  thenke  it  is  a  guerdoun  hir  to  serve 
A  thousand-fold  more  than  he  can  deserve.* 

118.  And  of  that  word  took  hedo  Troilus, 
And  thoughte  anoon  what  folye  he  was 

inne,  8a  i 

And  how  that  sooth  him  seyde  Pandarus, 
That  for  to  sleen  him-self  mighte  he  not 

winno, 
But  bothe  doon  unmanhod  and  a  sinne,  824 
And  of  his  deeth  his  lady  nought  to  wjrte ; 
For  of  his  wo,  god  woot,  she  knew  fed  lyte. 

119.  And  with  that  thought  he  gan  ful 
sore  9yke, 

And  seyde,  *  alias  I  what  is  me  best  to  do? ' 
To  whom  Pandare  answerde, '  if  thee  lyke, 
The  best  is  that  thou  telle  me  thy  wo ;  830 
And  have  my  tronthe,  but  thou  it  finde  90, 
I  be  thy  bote,  or  that  it  be  ful  longe. 
To  peces  do  me  drawe,  and  sithen  honge ! ' 

120.  *■  Ye,  BO  thou  seyst,'  quod  Troilus  tho, 
*allas! 

But,  god  wot,  it  is  not  the  rather  so  ;  835 
Ful  hard  were  it  to  helpen  in  this  cas. 
For  wel  finde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  fo, 
Ne  alle  the  men  that  ryden  conne  or  go 
May  of  hir  cruel  wheel  the  harm  with- 

stonde; 
For,  as  hir  list,  she  pleyeth  with  free  and 

bonde.'  840 

121.  Quod  Pandams,   'than    blamestow 
Fortune 

For  thou  art  wrooth,  ye,  now  at  erst  I  see  ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  that  Fortune  is  commune 
To  every  maner  wight  in  som  degree?  844 
And  yet  thou  hast  this  comfort,  lo,  pardee ! 
That,  as  hir  joyes  moten  over-goon. 
So  mote  hir  sorwes  passen  everichoon. 

122.  For  if  hir  wheel  stinte  any-thing  to 
tome, 

Than  oeased  she  Fortune  anoon  to  be  : 
Now,  sith   hir  wheel    by  no  wey  may 
sojome,  850 

What  wostow  if  hir  mutabilitee 
Bight  as  thyHMlven  list,  wol  doon  by  thee, 
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Or  that  she  be  not  fer  fro  thyn  helpinge? 
Paraunter,  thou  hast  cause  for  to  singe  I 

128.  And  therfor  wostow  what   I  thee 
beseche  ?  855 

Lat  be  thy  wo  and  taming  to  the  grounde  ; 
For  who-so  list  have  helping  of  his  leche, 
To  him  bihovoth  first  nnwrye  his  wounde. 
To  Cerberus  in  helle  ay  be  I  bounde, 
Were  it  for  my  suster,  al  thy  sorwe,  860 
By  my  wil,  she  sholde  al  be  thyn  to-morwo. 

124.  lioke  up,  I  seye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
Anoon,  that  I  may  goon  aboute  thy  nede; 
Knowe  ioh  hir  ought  ?  for  my  love,  tel  me 
this;  864 

Than  wolde  I  hopon  rather  for  to  spede/ 
Tho  gan  the  veyne  of  Troilus  to  blede. 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  reed  for  shame ; 
*  A  ha ! '  quod  Pandare,  *  here  biginneth 


game 


t» 


125.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  him  for 
to  shake, 

And  seyde,  *■  theof,  thou  shalt  hir  name 
telle.'  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilus  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  han  lad  him  in-to 

helle. 
And  soyde,  *  alias  !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle, 
Tlian  is  my  sweto  fo  called  Criseydo !' 
And  wol  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 
deyde.  875 

126.  And  whan  that  Pandare  horde'  hir 
name  nevcno, 

Lord,  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  *  Areend  so 

dere, 
Now  fare  a-right,  for  Joves  name  in  hevene, 
Love  hath  biset  thoe  wol,  be  of  good  chore ; 
For   of  good    name    and    wysdom    and 

manere  880 

She  hath  y-nough,  and  eek  of  gentilesse  ; 
If  she  be  fayr,  thow  wost  thy-self,  I  gesse. 

127.  Xo  I  never  saw  a  more  bountevous 
Of  hir  estat,  ne  a  gladder,  ne  of  speche 

A  fireendlier,  no  a  more  gracious  885 

For  to  do  wel,  no  lasse  haddo  nede  to 

seche 
What  for  to  doon  ;  and  al  this  bet  to  oche, 
In  honour,  to  as  for  as  she  may  strecche, 
A  kinges  herte  semeth  by  hires  a  vrrecche. 


128.  And  for-thy  loke  of  good  comfort 
thou  be ;  890 

For  certeinly,  the  firste  poynt  is  this 
Of  noble  oorage  and  wel  ordeynd, 
A  man  to  have  pees  with  him-self,  y-wis ; 
So  oughtest  thou,  for  nought  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel,  and  in  a  worthy  place ;  895 
Thee  oughte  not  to  dope  it  hap,  but  grace. 

129.  And  also  thenk,  and  ther-with  glade 
thee, 

That  sith  thy  lady  vertuous  is  al, 
So  folweth  it  that  ther  is  som  pitee 
Amonges  alle  thise  othere  in  general ;  900 
And  for-thy  see  that  thou,  in  special, 
Bequere  nought  that  is  ayein  hir  name ; 
For  vertue   streccheth  not  him-self  to 
shame. 

130.  But  wel  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bom, 
That  thou  biset  art  in  so  good  a  place ;  905 
For  hy  my  trouthe,  in  love  I  dorste  have 

sMwm, 
Thee  sholde  never  han  tid  thus  &yr  a 

grace; 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  thou  were  wont  to 

chace 
At  love  in  scorn,  and  for  dospyt  him 

calle 
"  Seynt  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  foles  alle.**  910 

181.  How  often  hastow  maad  thy  nyce 
japes, 

And  seyd,  that  loves  servants  everiohone 
Of  nycetee  ben  verray  goddcs  apes ; 
And  some  wolde  monche  hir  mete  alone, 
Ligging  a-bedde,  and  make  hem  for  to 

grone ;  915 

And  som,  thou  seydest,  hadde  a  blaunche 

fevere. 
And  preydest  god  he  sholde  never  kevere ! 

182.  And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem,  for 
the  colde, 

More  than  y-nongh,  so  seydestow  fnl  ofte; 

And  some  han  feyned  ofle  tymo,and  tolde 

How  that  they  wake,  whan  they  slepen 
softe ;  9Jt 

And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hem- 
self  a-lofte, 

And  nathelees  were  under  at  the  laste  ; 

Thus  seydestow,  and  japedest  ful  fiwte. 
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133.  Yet  Beydestow,  that,  for  the  more 
part,  9*5 

These  loveres  wolden  speke  in  general, 
And  thonghten  that  it  was  a  siker  art. 
For  fayling,  for  to  assayen  over-aL 
Now  may  I  jape  of  thee,  if  that  I  shal ! 
Bat  nathelees,  though  that  I  sholde  deye. 
That  thou  art  noon  of  tho,  that  dorste  I 
seyo.  93' 

134.  Now  beet  thy  brest,  and  sey  to  god 
of  love, 

"  Thy  grace,  lord !  for  now  I  me  repente. 
If  I  mis  spak,  for  now  my-self  I  love  :" 
Thus  sey  with  al  thyn  herte  in  good  en- 
tente.' 935 
Qnod  Troilns,  '  a !  lord  !  I  me  consente, 
And  pray  to  thee  my  japes  thou  foryive, 
And  I  shal  never-more  whyl  I  live.* 

135.  *  Thow  seyst  wel,*  quod  Pandare,  *  and 
now  I  hope 

That  thou  the  goddes  wratthe  hast  al 

apesed ;  SHO 

And  sithen  thou  hast  wepen  many  a  drope, 

And  seyd  swich  thing  wher-with  thy  god 

is  plesed. 
Now  wolde  never  god  but  tiiou  were  esed ; 
And  think  wel,  she  of  whom  rist  al  thy  wo 
Here-after  may  thy  comfort  been  al-so.  945 

136.  For  thilke  ground,  that  bereth  the 
wedes  wikke, 

Bereth  eek  thise  holsom  herbes,  as  ful  ofte 
Next  the  foule  netle,  rough  and  thikke, 
The  rose  waxeth  swote  and  smothe  and 

sofbe; 
And  next  the  valey  is  the  hil  a-lofte ;  950 
And  next   the  derke  night   the    glade 

morwe; 
And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 

137.  Now  loke  that  atempre  be  thy  brydel. 
And,  for  the  beste,  ay  suflfre  to  the  tyde, 
Or  elles  al  our  labour  is  on  ydel ;  955 
He  hasteth  wel  that  wysly  can  abyde ; 
Be  diligent,  and  trewe,  and  ay  wel  hyde. 
Be  lusty,  free,  persevere  in  thy  servyse. 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thou  werke  in  this  wyse. 

1S8.    But    he  that   parted  is    in    every 
place  960 

Is  no-wher  hool,  as  wrlten  clerkes  wyse ; 


What  wonder  is,  though  swich  oon  have 

no  grace  ? 
Eek  wostow  how  it  fareth  of  som  servyse  ? 
As  plaunte  a  tre  or  herbe,  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  on  tho  morwe  pulle  it  up  as  blyve,  9f>5 
No  wonder  is,  though  itmay  never  thryve. 

139.  And  sith  that  god  of  love  hath  thee 
bistowed 

In  place  digne  un-to  thy  worthinesso, 
Stondfaste,  fortogootlport  hastow  rowed ; 
And  of  thy-self,  for  any  hevinesse,       970 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  but-if  drerinesse 
Or  over-haste  our  bothe  labour  shendo, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

140.  And  wostow  why  I  am  the  lasse  a- 
fered 

Of  this  matere  with  my  nece  trete  ?     975 
For  this  have  I  herd  seyd  of  wyse  y-lered, 
"  Was  never  man  ne  woman  yet  bigete 
That  was  unapt  to  suffren  loves  hete 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kinde ; "         979 
For-thy  som  grace  I  hope  in  hir  to  finde. 

141.  And  for  to  speke  of  hir  in  special, 
Hir  beautee  to  bithinken  and  hir  youthe, 
It  sit  hir  nought  to  be  celestial 

As  yet,  though  that  hir  liste  bothe  and 
couthe ;  9^4 

But  trewely,  it  sete  hir  wel  right  nouthe 
A  worthy  knight  to  loven  and  cheryce, 
And  but  she  do,  I  holde  it  for  a  vyce. 

142.  Wherfore  I  am,  and  wol  be,  ay  redy 
To  peyne  me  to  do  yow  this  servyse  ; 
For  bothe  yow  to  plese  thus  hope  I      990 
Her-afterward ;  for  ye  beth  bothe  wyse, 
And  oonne  it  counseyl  kepe  in  swich  a 

wyse. 
That  no  man  shal  the  wyser  of  it  be ; 
And  so  we  may  be  gladed  alle  three. 

143.  And,  by  my  trouthe,   I  have  right 
now  of  thee  995 

A  good  conceyt  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse, 
And  what  it  is,  I  wol  now  that  thou  see. 
I  thenke,  sith  that  love,  of  his  goodnesse, 
Hath  thee  converted  out  of  wikkednesse, 
That  thou  shalt  be    the   beste  poet,  I 
leve,  »«» 

Of  al  his  lay,  and  most  his  foos  to-greve. 
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144.  Ensample  "why,  see  now  these  vyse 
derkeSf 

That  erren  aldermost  aryein  a  lawe, 
And  ben    converted    from    hir   wikked 

workes 
Thomgh  grace  of  god,  that  list  hem  to 

him  drave,  1005 

Than  am  they  folk  that  han  most  god  in 

awe, 
And    strengest-feythed    been,    I   nnder- 

stonde, 
And  conne  an  errour  alder-best  witb- 

stonde/ 

145.  Whan  Troilns  had  herd   Pandaone 
assented 

To  been  his  help  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  loio 
Wox  of  his  wo,  as  who  seyth,  nntormented. 
But  hotter  wex  his  love,  and  thus  he  seyde, 
With  sobre  chere,  al-thongh  his  herte 

ployde, 
*  Now  blisfol  Venus  heli>e,  er  that  I  sterve. 
Of  thee,  Pandare,  I  may  som  thank  de- 
serve. 1015 

146.  But,  dere  frend,  how  shal  myn  wo 
ben  lesse 

Til  this  be  doon  ?  and  goode,  eek  tel  me 

this, 
How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresse  ? 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  this  drede  I  most, 

y-wis. 
Or  nil  not  here  or  trowen  how  it  is.    1020 
Al  this  drede  I,  and  eek  for  the  manere 
Of  thee,  hir  eem,  she  nil  no  swich  thing 

here.' 

147.  Qnod  Pandams,   *thoa  hast  a  Ail 
gpret  care 

Lest  that  the  cherl  may  falle  oat  of  the 
mone !  1024 

Why,  lord  !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nyce  fare ! 
Why,  entremete  of  that  thou  hast  to  done ! 
For  goddes  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone. 
So  lat  me  alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  beste. ' — 
'  Why,  freend,'  quod  he,  *  now  do  right  as 
thee  leste. 

148.  But  herke,  Pandare,  o  word,  for  I 
nolde  ioy> 

That  thou  in  me  wendest  so  greet  folye. 
That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  sholde 


That  tonoheth  harm  or  any  vilenye  ; 
For  dredelees,  me  were  lever  dye        1034 
Than  she  of  me  ought  elles  nnderstode 
But  that,  that  mighte  sounen  in-togode.' 

149,  Tho  lough  this  Pandare,  and  anoon 

answerde, 
*  And  I  thy  borw  ?  iy !  no  wight  dooth 

but  so; 
I  roughte  nought  though  that  she  stode 

and  herde  1039 

How  that  thou  seyst ;  but  fare-wel,  I  wol  go. 
A-dieu !  be  glad  !  god  spede  us  bothe  two! 
Yif  me  this  labour  and  this  besinesse. 
And  of  my  speed  be  thyn  al  that  swetnesse.* 

160.  Tho  Troilus  gan  doun  on  knees  to 
falle,  1044 

And  Pandare  in  his  armes  hente  faste, 

And  seyde,  *  now,  fy  on  the  Grokes  alle ! 

Yot,  pardee,  god  ^al  helpe  us  at  the  laste; 

And  dredelees,  if  that  my  lyf  may  laste. 

And  god  to-fom,  lo,  som  of  hem  shal 
smerte; 

And  yet  me  athinketh  that  this  avaunt 
me  asterte !  1050 

151.  Kow,  Pandare,  I  can  no  more  seye. 
But  thou  wys,   thou  wost,  thou  mayst, 

thou  art  al ! 
Ify  lyf,  my  deeth^  hool  in  ihyn  honde 

I  leye; 
Help  now,'  quod  h&  ^  Yis,  by  my  trouthe, 

IshaL' 
'God   yelde  thee,  freend,  and    this  in 

special,'  1055 

Quod  Troilus,  *  that  thou  me  reoomaunde 
To   hir    that    to    the    deeth    me   may 

comaunde.' 

152.  This  Pandarus  tho,  desirous  to  serve 
His  fulle  freend,  than  seyde  in  this  manere, 
*  Far-wel,  and  thenk  I  wol  thy  thank 


deserve 


1060 


Have  here  my  trouthe,  and  that  thou 

shalt  wel  here.' — 
And  wente  his  wey,   thenking  on  this 

matere. 
And  how  he  best  mighte  hir  besech?  of 

grace. 
And  finde  a  tyme  ther-to,  and  a  place. 
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158.  For  eveiy  wight  that  hath  an  hoas 

to  founde  1065 

Ne  rexmeth  nought  the  werk  for  to  bi- 

ginne 
With  rakel  hond,  but  he  wol  byde  a 

stonnde, 
Andsendehisherteslyne  oat  fro  with-inne 
Alderfirst  his  pnrpos  for  to  winne.      1069 
Al  this  Pandare  in  his  herte  thonghte, 
And  caste  his. werk   fol  vysly,  or   he 

wroaghte. 

154.  Bat  Troilos  lay  tho  no  longer  doon, 
Bat  np  anoon  up-on  his  stode  bay, 
And  in  the  feld  ho  pleydo  tho  leonn ; 
Wo  Deas  that  Greek  that  with  him  motto 
that  day.  1075 

And  in  the  toon  his  maner  tho  forth  ay 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  ech  him  lovede  thatlokedon  his  face. 


165.  For  he  bioom  the  frendlyeste  wight, 
The  gentileste,  and  eok  the  moste  free,  loSo 
The  thriftiesto  and  oon  the  boste  knight, 
That  in  his  tyme  was,  or  mighte  be. 
Dede  were  his  japes  and  his  craeltee. 
His     heighe     port     and     his     manero 

estraange. 
And  ech  of  tho  gan  for  a  vertn  chaonge. 


Troilas   a 
1086 
that    hart  is 


156.   Now  lat   as  stinte    of 

stoando, 
That   fareth    lyk  a  man 

sore, 

And  is  somdel  of  akinge  of  his  woonde 
Y-lissed  wol,  bat  holed  no  del  more  : 
And,  as  an  eey  i>acient,  the  lore  1090 

Abit  of  him  that  gooth  aboate  his  core  ; 
And  thas  ho  dryvoth  forth  his  aventore. 

-£zpUcit  Liber  Primus. 
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1.  Oct  of  these  blake  wawos  for  to  sayle, 
O  wind,  O  wind,  the  weder  ginneth  clere ; 
For  in  this  see  the  boot  hath  swich  tra- 

vayle, 
Of  my  conning  that  annetho  I  it  store  : 
This  see  clepe  I  the  tompostoas  matere  5 
Of  dosespoyr  that  Troilas  was  inne : 
Bat  now  of  hope  the  calondos  biginne. 

2.  O  lady  myn,  that  called  art  Oloo, 
Thoa  be  my  speed  firo  this  forth,  and  my 

mase. 
To  ryme  wol  this  book,  til  I  have  do  ;     10 
Me  nedeth  here  noon  other  art  to  ase. 
For-why  to  every  lovere  I  me  excase. 
That  of  no  sentoment  I  this  endyte. 
Bat  oat  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  wiyte. 

8.  Wherforo  I  nil  have  neither  thank  ne 
blame  15 

Of  al  this  werk,  bat  pray  yow  mekely, 
Disblamoth  me,  if  any  word  be  lame. 
For  as  myn  anctor  seyde,  so  seye  I. 
Eek  thoagh  I  speke  of  love  onl'elingly. 


Ko  wonder  is,  for  it  no-thing  of  newe  is ;  ao 
A  blind  man  can  nat  jaggen  wel  in  hewis. 

1.  Ye  knowe  eek,  that  in  forme  of  speche 

is  chaange 
With-inne  a  thoasand  yeor,  and  wordes 

tho 
That  hadden  pzys,  now  wonder  nyce  and 

straange 
Us  thinketh  hem ;   and  yet  they  si>ake 

hem  so,  25 

And  spedde  as  wol  in  love  as  men  now  do ; 
Eek  for  to  winno  love  in  sondry  ages. 
In  sondry  londes,  sondry  been  asagos. 

5.  And  for-thy  if  it  happe  in  any  wyse. 
That  here  be  any  lovere  in  this  place    y> 
That  herkeneth,  as  the  story  wol  dcvyse, 
How  Troilas  com  to  his  lady  grace. 
And  thenkbth,  so  nolde  I  nat  love  par- 

chace. 
Or  wondreth  on  his  speche  and  his  doinge, 
I  noot ;  bat  it  is  me  no  wonderinge ;     35 

6.  For  every  wight  which  that  to  Bome 

went, 
Halt  nat  o  path,  or  alwey  o  manero ; 
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Eek  in  som  lond  were  al  the  gamen  shent, 
If  that  they  ferde  in  love  as  men  don  here, 
As  thus,  in  open  doing  or  in  chore,  40 
In  visitinge,  in  forme,  or  seyde  hir  sawes ; 
For-thy  men  seyn,  ech  contree  hath  his 
lawes. 

7.  Eek  soarsly  been  ther  in  this  place  three 
That  han  in  love  seyd  lyk  and  doon  in  al ; 
For  to  thy  purpos  this  may  lyken  thee,  45 
And  thee  right  nought,  yet  al  is  seyd  or 

shal ; 
Kek.som  men  grave  in  tree,  som  in  stoon 

wal, 
As  it  bitit ;  bnt  sin  I  have  begonne, 
Jiyn  anotor  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  conne. 

Explicit  prohemium  Secundl  LibrL 

Incipit  Liber  Secundus. 

8.  In  May,  that  moder  is  of  monthes  glade, 
That  fresshe  floures,  blewo,  and  whyte, 

and  rede,  51 

Ben  qnike  agayn,  that  winter  dede  made, 
And  fnl  of  bawme  is  fletiuge  eveiy  mede ; 
Whan  Phebas  doth  his  brighte  hemes 

sprede 
Right  in  the  whj^  Bole,  it  so  bitidde    55 
As  I  shal  singe,  on  Mayes  day  the  thridde, 

9.  That  Pandams,  for  al  his  wyse  speche, 
Felte  eek  his  part  of  loves  shottes  kene. 
That,  conde  he  never  so  wel  of  loving 

preche. 
It  made  his  hewe  a-day  ful  ofko  grene ;  60 
So  shoop  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  bedde  he  wente. 
And  made,  er  it  was  day,  ftd  many  a  wente. 

10.  The  swalwe  Proign^,  with  a  sorwfnl  lay, 
Whan  morwe  com,  gan  make  hir  wey- 

mentinge,  65 

Why  she  forshapen  was ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  a-bcdde,  half  in  a  slomeringe, 
Til  she  BO  neigh  him  made  hir  chiteringe 
How  Terens  gan  forth  hir  snster  take. 
That  with  the  noyse  of  hir  he  gan  a-wake ; 

11.  And  gan  to  calle,  and  dresse  him  np 
to  ryse,  71 

Kemembringe  him  his  erand  was  to  done 
From  Troilns,  and  eek  his  greet  empiyse ; 


And  caste  and  knew  in  good  plyt  was  the 

mono 
,  To  doon  viage,  and  took  his  wey  fnl  sone 
Un-to  his  neces  paleys  ther  bi-^de ;      76 
Now  Janos,  god  of  entree,  thou  him  gyde ! 

12.  Whan  he  was  come  nn-to  his  neces 
place, 

*  Wher  is  my  lady  ? '  to  hir  folk  seyde  he ; 
And  they  him  tolde ;  and  he  forth  in  gan 

pace.  So 

And  fond,  two  othere  ladyes  sete  and  she 
With-inno  a  paved  parlour ;  and  they  three 
Herden  a  majrden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  the  Sege  of  Thebes,  whyl  hem  leste.  84 

18.  Qaod  Pandams,  *  ma  dame,  god  yow  see, 
With  al  yonr  book  and  al  the  compaaye !' 

*  £y,  uncle  myn,  welcome  y-wis,'  quod  she, 
And  up  she  roos,  and  by  the  bond  in  bye 
She  took  him  faste,  and  seyde,  *  this  night 

thrye. 
To  goode  mote  it  tume,  of  yow  I  metto ! ' 
And  with  that  word  she  doun  on  bench 

him  sette.  91 

14.  *  Ye,  nece,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet, 
If  god  wole,  al  this  yeer,'  quod  Pandams ; 
'  But  I  am  sory  that  I  have  yow  let       94 
To  herknen  of  your  book  ye  preysen  thus; 
For  goddes  love,  what  seith  it  ?  tel  it  us. 
Is  it  of  love  ?  O,  som  good  ye  me  lere  !' 

*  Uncle,'  quod  she,  *your  maistresse  is  not 

here!' 

15.  With  Uiat  they  gonnen  laughe,  and 
tho  she  seyde,  99 

'  This  romaunce  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede ; 
And  we  han  herd  how  that  king  Laius 

deyde 
Thurgh  Edippus  his  sone,  and  al  that  dede ; 
And  here  we  stenten  at  these  lettres  rede. 
How  the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 
Amphiorax,  fil  thurgh  the  ground  to  helle.* 

16.  Quod  Pandams,  '  al  this  knows  I  my- 
selve,  106 

And  al  th'assege  of  Thebes  and  the  care ; 
For  her-ofbeen  ther  maked  bokestwelve: — 
But  lat  be  this,  and  tel  me  how  ye  fare ; 
Do  wey  your  barbe,  and  shew  your  face 
bare;  xto 
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Do  wey  your  book,  r^'s  up,  and  lAt  ns 

dannoe, 
And  lat  ns  don  to  Kay  som  obaervannce.' 

17.  *  A  !  god  forbede !'  qnod  she,  ^  be  yo 
mad? 

Is  that  a  widewes  lyf,  so  god  yon  save  ? 
By  godf  ye  maken  me  right  sore  a-drad,  1 15 
Ye  ben  so  wilde,  it  semeth  as  ye  rave  ! 
It  sete  me  wel  bet  ay  in  a  cave 
To  bidde,  and  rede  on  holy  seyntos  lyves : 
Lat  maydens  gon  to  dannoe,  and  yonge 
■wyves/ 

18.  *  As  ever  thryve  1/  qnod  this  Pandams, 

*  Yet  eoade  I  telle  a  thing  to  doon  yon 

pl^ye.'  131 

'  Now  nnde  dero/  quod  she,  *  tel  it  ns 
For  goddes  love ;  is  than  th'assege  aweye? 
I  am  of  Grekes  so  ferd  that  I  deye.' 

*  Nay,  nay/  quod  he,  *  as  ever  mote  I 

thrjrve !  135 

It  is  a  thing  wel  bet  than  swiche  fyve.' 

19.  '  Ye,  holy  god  I  *  qnod  she,  *  what  thing 
is  that? 

What?  bet  than  swiche  fyve?   ey,  nay, 


y-wis 


I 


For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  reden  what 
It  sholde  been ;  som  jape,  I  trowe,  is  this ; 
And  bat  yonr-selven  telle  nswhat  it  is,  131 
My  wit  is  for  to  arede  it  al  to  lene  ; 
As  help  me  god,  I  noot  nat  what  ye  mone.' 

20.  *  And  I  3roar  borow,  ne  never  shal, 
for  me. 

This  thing  be  told  to  yow,  as  mote  I 
thryve !'  155 

*  And  why  so,  uncle  myn  ?  why  so  ?'  quod 

she. 

*  By  god,'  qnod  he,  *  that  wole  I  telle  as 

blyve ; 
For  prouder  womman  were  ther  noon  on- 

lyve, 
And  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye  ; 
I  jape  nought,  as  ever  have  I  joye  I'     140 

21.  Tho  gan  she  wondren  more  than  bi- 
fom 

A  thousand  fold,  and  doun  hir  eyen  caste ; 
For  never,  sith  the  tyme  that  she  was  bom, 
To  knowe  thing  desired  she  so  faste ;  144 


And  with  a  syk  she  seyde  him  at  the  laste, 
'  Now,  uncle  myn,  I  nil  yow  nought  dis- 

plese. 
Nor  axen  more,  that  may  do  yow  disese. ' 

22.  So  after  this,  with  many  wordes  glade, 
And  freendly  tales,  and  with  mery  chere, 
Of  this  and  that  they  pleyde,  and  gunnen 

wade  150 

In  many  an    nnkouth  glad    and    deep 

matere. 
As  freendes  doon,  whan  they  ben  met 

y-fere ; 
Til  she  gan  axen  him  how  Ector  ferde, 
That  was  the  tonnes  wal  and  Grekes  yerde. 

28.  *  Ful  wel,  I  thanke  it  god,'  quod  Pan- 
dams,  155 
*  Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a  litel  wounde ; 
And  eek  his  fresshe  brother  Troilus, 
The  wyse  worthy  Eotor  the  secounde. 
In  whom  that  every  vertu  list  abounde. 
As  alle  trouthe  and  alle  gentillesse,      160 
Wysdom,  honour,   fredom,   and  worthi- 
nesse.' 

24.  *  In  good  feith,  eem,'  quod  she,  '  that 
lyketh  me ; 

They  faren  wel,  god  save  hem  bothe  two ! 
For  trewely  I  holde  it  greet  deyntee 
A  kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do,         165 
And  been  of  good  condiciouns  ther-to ; 
For  greet  power  and  moral  vertu  here 
Is  selde  y-seye  in  o  persone  y-fere.' 

25.  *In  good  feith,  that  is  sooth,'  quod 
Pandams; 

'  But,  by  my  trouthe,  the  king  hath  soncs 
tw^e,  1715 

That  is  to  mene,  Ector  and  Troilus, 
That  certainly,  though  that  I  sholde  deyo, 
They  been  as  voyde  of  vyces,  dar  I  seye. 
As  any  men  that  liveth  under  the  Sonne, 
Hir  might  is  wyde  y-knowe,  and  what 
they  conne.  175 

26.  Of  Ector  nedeth  it  nought  for  to  telle ; 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  a  bettre  knight 
Than  he,  that  is  of  worthinesse  welle  ; 
And  he  wel  more  vertu  hath  than  might. 
This  knoweth  many  a  wys  and  worthy 

wight.  ]8o 
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The  same  prys  of  Troilos  I  seye, 
God  help  me  so,  I  knowe  not  swiche 
tweye.* 

27.  *  By  god/  qaod  she,  *  of  Eotor  that  is 

sooth  ; 
Of  Troilus  the  same  thing  trowe  I ; 
For  dredelees,  men  tellen  that  he  dooth 
In  armes  day  by  day  so  worthily,  i86 

And  bereth  him  here  at  hoom  so  gentilly 
To  every  wight,  that  al  the  pzys  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  me  were  levest  preysed  be.' 

2S.  '  Ye  sey  right  sooth,  y-wis,*  quod  Pan- 
darus;  190 

'  For  yesterday,  who-so  hadde  with  him 
been. 

He  might  have  wondred  np-on  Troilns  ; 

For  never  yet  so  thikke  a  swarm  of  been 

Ne  fleigh,  as  Qrekes  fro  him  gonne  fleen  ,* 

And  thonigh  the  feld,  in  every  wightes 
ere,  195 

Ther  nas  no  C17  but  "Troilns  is  there ! *' 

29.  Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  hem 

sofaste, 
Ther  nas  but  Orekes  blood ;  and  Troilus, 
Now  hem  he  hurte,  and  hem  alle  doun  he 

caste; 
Ay  where  he  wente  it  was  arayed  thus :  aoo 
He  was  hir  deeth^and  sheld  and  lyf  for  us ; 
That  as  that  day  ther  dorste  noon  with- 

stonde, 
Whyl  that  he  held  his  blody  swerd  in 

honde. 

80.  Therto  he  is  the  freendlieste  man 
Of  greto  estat,  that  ever  I  saw  my  lyve  ; 
And  wher  him  list,  host  felawshipe  can  206 
To  sucho  as  him  thinketh  able  for  to 

thryve.' 
And  -with  that  word  tho  Pandarus,  as 

blyve, 
He  took  his  leve,  and  seyde,  '  I  wol  go 

henne :' 
'  Nay,  blame  have  I,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she 

thenne.  210 

31.  'What  eyleth  yow  to  be  thus  wery 

sone, 
And  namolich  of  wommen  ?  wol  ye  so  ? 
Nay,  sitteth  down ;  by  god,  I  have  to  done 


With  yow,  to  speke  of  wisdom  er  ye  go.' 
And  every  wight  that  was  a-boute  hem 

tho,  215 

That  herde  that,  gan  fer  a-wey  to  stonde, 
Whyl  they  two  hadde  al  that  hem  liste 

in  honde. 

82.  Whan  that  hir  tale  al  brought  was  to 

an  ende 
Of  hire  estat  and  of  hir  govemaunce,  s  19 
Quod  Pandarus, '  now  is  it  tyme  I  wende; 
But  yet,  I  seye,  aryseth,  lat  us  daunce, 
And  cast  your   widwes   habit    to  mis- 

chaunce : 
What  list  yow  thus  your-self  to  disfigure, 
Sith  yow  is  tid  thus  fair  an  aventure  ?' 

88.  '  A  !  wel  bithought !  for  love  of  god,' 
quod  she,  225 

'  Shal  I  not  witen  what  ye  mene  of  this?' 
'  No,  this  thing  azeth  layser, '  tho  quod  he, 
*  And  eek  me  wolde  muche  greve,  y-wis, 
If  I  it  tolde,  and  ye  it  toke  anus. 
Yet  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  230 
Than  seye  a  sooth  that  were  ayeins  your 
wille. 

84.  For,  nece,  by  the  goddesse  Kinerve, 
And  Juppiter,  that  nutketh  the  thonder 

ringe. 
And  by  the  blisfnl  Venus  that  I  serve, 
Ye  been   the  womman   in   this  world 

livings,  235 

With-onte  paramours,  to  my  witinge, 
That  I  best  love,  and  lothest  am  to  greve. 
And  that  ye  witen  wel  your-self,  I  leve.' 

86.  '  Y-wis,  niyn  imcile,'  quod  she,  '  grant 

mercy; 
Your  freendship  have  I  founden  ever  yit ; 
I  am  to  noman.holden  trewely  241 

So  muche   as    yow,  and   have   so  litel 

quit; 
And,  with  the  grace  of  god,  emforth  my 

wit, 
As  in  my  gilt  X  shal  you  Jiever  offende ; 
And  if  I  have  er  this,  I  wol  amende.    245 

86.  But,  for  the  love  of  god,  I  yow  be- 

seche, 
As  ye  ben  he  that  I  most  love  and  triste, 
Lat  bo  to  me  your  fremde  maner  speche, 
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And  Bey  to  me,  yoiir  nece,  what  yovr  liste :' 
And  with  that  word  hir  uncle  anoon  hir 
kiste,  350 

And  seyde,  *■  gladly,  leve  nece  dere, 
l^ik  it  for  good  that  I  shal  seye  yow  here.' 

37.  With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  donn  to 

caste, 
And  Pandams  to  coghe  gan  a  lyte,       354 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  alwey,  lo !  to  the  laste, 
H0W-80  it  be  that  som  men  hem  delyte 
With  siihtil  art  hir  tales  for  to  endyte, 
Tet  for  al  that,  in  hir  entencionn, 
Hir  tcde  is  al  for  som  conclosionn. 

88.  And  sithen    th'ende   is   every  tales 
strengthe,  360 

And  this  matere  is  so  bihovely, 
What  sholde  I  peynte  or  drawen  it  on 

lengthe 
To  yow,  that  been  my  ireend  so  feithfnlly  ? ' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  right  inwardly 
Biholden  hir,  and  loken  on  hir  face,    265 
And  seyde,  *on  snche  a  mironr  goode 


grace 


i» 


89.  Than  thonghte  he  thus, '  if  I  my  tale 

endyte 
Ought  hard,  or  make  a  proces  any  whyle, 
She  shal  no  savour  han  ther-in  but  lyt«, 
And  trowe  I  wolde  hir  in  my  wil  bigyle. 
For  tendre  wittes  wenen  al  be  wyle      271 
Ther-as  they  can  nat  pleynly  understonde ; 
Por-thy  hir  wit  to  serven  wol  I  fonde ' — 

40.  And  loked  on  hir  in  a  besy  wyse,    274 
And  she  was  war  that  he  byheld  hir  so, 
And  seyde,  'lord!  so  faste  ye  me  avyse  ! 
Seyye  me  never  er  now?  what  seyye,  no?' 
*  Yes,  yes,*  quod  he,  *  and  bet  wole  er  I  go ; 
But,  "by  my  trouthe,    I  thouglite    now 

if  ye 
Be  fortunat,  for  now  men  shal  it  see.   280 

41.  For  to  every  wight  som  goodly  aven- 
tnre 

Som  tyme  is  shape,  if  he  it  can  receyven  ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  cure, 
Whan  that  it  cometh,  but  wilfully  it 

weyven, 
Lo,  neither  cas  nor  fortune  him  deceyven, 


But  right  his  verray  slouthe  and  wreoched- 

nesse ;  286 

And  swich  a  wight  is  for  to  blame,  I  gesse. 

42.  Good  aventure,  O  bele  nece,  have  ye 
Ful  lightly  founden,  and  ye  conne  it  ti^e; 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  and  eek  of  me, 
Cacche  it  anoon,  lest  aventure  slake.    291 
What  sholde  I  lenger  proces  of  it  make  ? 
Yif  me  your  hond,  for  in  this  world  is 

noon. 
If  that  yon  list,  a  wight  so  wel  begoon.  294 

48.  And  sith  I  speke  of  good  eutencioun. 
As  I  to  3row  have  told  wel  here-bifom, 
And  love  as  wel  your  honour  and  renoun 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-bom  ; 
By  alle  the  othes  that  I  have  yow  sworn, 
And  ye  be  wrooth  therfore,  or  wene  I  lye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  eft  with  yfi.    301 

44.  Beth  nought  agast,  ne  quaketh  nat ; 
wher-to  ? 

Ne  ohaungeth  nat  for  fere  so  your  hewe ; 
For  hardely,  the  werste  of  this  is  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  as  now  be  to  yow 

newe,  305 

Yet  trist  alwey,  ye  shal  me  flnde  trewe ; 
And  were  it  thing    that  me  thonghte 

unsittinge. 
To  yow  nolde  I  no  swiche  tales  bringe.' 

45.  '  Now,  my  good  eem,  for  goddes  love, 
I  preye,'  309 

Quod  she,  '  com  of,  and  tel  me  what  it  is ; 
For  bothe  I  am  agast  what  ye  wol  seye. 
And  eek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis. 
For  whether  it  be  wel  or  be  amis, 
Sey  on,  lat  me  not  in  this  fere  dweller' 
*So  wol  I  doon,  now  herkneth,  I  shal 
telle:  3>5 

46.  Now,  nece  myn,  the  kinges  dere  sone, 
The  goode,  wyse,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  free, 
Which  alwey  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone. 
The  noble  iSroilus,  so  loveth  thee, 
That,  hot  ye  helpe,  it  wol  his  bane  be.  320 
Lo,  here  is  al,  what  sholde  I  more  seye  ? 
Doth  what  yow  list,  to  make  him  live  or 

deye. 

47.  But  if  ye  lete  him  deye,  I  wol  sterve ; 
Have  her  my  trouthe,  nece,  I  nil  not  lyen ; 
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Al  Bholde  I  with  this  knyf  my  throte 
kerve ' —  325 

With  that  the  teres  braste  out  of  his  y6n, 

And  seyde,  *if  that  ye  doon  us  bothe 
dyen, 

Thus  giltelees,  than  have  ye  fisshed  faire ; 

What  mende  ye,  though  that  we  bothe 
apeyre? 

48.  Alias!  he  which  that  is  my  lord  so 
dere,  330 

That  trewe  man,  that  noble  g;entil  knight, 
That  nought  desireth  but  your  freendly 

chere, 
I  see  him  deye,  ther  he  goth  up-right, 
And  hasteth  him,  with  al  his  ftdlo  might, 
Por  to  be  slayn,  if  fortune  wol  assente ;  335 
Alias !    that  god  yow  swich   a  beautee 

sente! 

49.  If  it  be  so  that  ye  so  cruel  be, 

That  of  his  deeth  yow  liste  nought  to 

recche. 
That  is  so  trewe  and  worthy,  as  ye  see. 
No  more  than  of  a  japere  or  a  wrec<;he,  340 
If  ye  be  swich,  your  beautee  may  not 

strecche 
To  make  amendes  of  so  cruel  a  dede ; 
Avysement  is  good  bifore  the  nede. 

50.  Wo  worth  the  faire  gemme  vertulees ! 
Wo  worth  that  herbe  also  that  dooth  no 

bote !  345 

Wo  worth  that  beautee  that  is  routhelees ! 
Wo  worth  that  wight  that  tret  ech  under 

fote! 
And  ye,  that  been  of  beautee  crop  and 

rote, 
If  therwith-al  in  you  ther  be  no  routhe. 
Than  is  it  harm  ye  liven,  by  my  trouthe ! 

51.  And  also  thenk  wel,  that  this  is  no 
gaude ;  351 

For  me  were  lever,  thou  and  I  and  he 
Were  hanged,  than  I  sholde  been  his 

baude. 
As  heye,  as  men  mighte  on  us  alle  y-see : 
I  am  thyn  eem,  the  shame  were  to  me,  355  ' 
As  wel  as  thee,  if  that  I  sholde  assente, 
Thomgh  myn  abet,  that  he  thjm  honour 

shento. 


52.  Kow  understond,  for  I  yow  nought 
requere. 

To  binde  yow  to  him  thorugh  no  beheste. 
But  only  that  ye  make  him  bettre  chere  360 
Than  ye  han  doon  er  this,  and  more  feste, 
So  that  his  lyf  be  saved,  at  the  leste 
This  al  and  som,  and  playnly  our  entente ; 
Gkxl  helpe  me  so,  I  never  other  mente.  364 

53.  Lo,  this  request  is  not  but  skile,  y-wis, 
Ne  doute  of  reson,  pardee,  is  ther  noojo. 

I  sette  the  worste  that  ye  dredden  this, 
Men  wolden  wondren  seen  him  come  or 

goon: 
TheiMiyeins  answere  I  thus  a-noon,      369 
That  eveiy  wight,  but  he  be  fool  of  kinde, 
Wol  deme  it  love  of  freendship  in  his 

minde. 

54.  What  ?  who  wol  deme,  though  he  see 
a  man 

To  temple  go,  that  he  the  images  eteth  ? 
Thenk  eek  how  wel  and  wysly  that  he  can 
Qoveme  him-self,  that  he  no-thing  for- 

yeteth,  375 

That,  wher  he  cometh,  he  prys  and  thank 

him  geteth ; 
And  eek  ther-to,  he  shal  come  here  so 

selde, 
What  fora  were  it  though  al  the  toun 

behelde? 

55.  Swich  love  of  Areendes  regneth  al  this 
toun; 

And  wrye  yow  in  that  mantel  ever-mo ; 
And,  god  so  wis  be  my  savacioun,         381 
As  I  have  seyd,  your  beste  ie  to  do  so. 
But  alwey,  goode  nece,  to  stinte  his  wo, 
So  lat  your  daunger  sucred  ben  a  Ijrte, 
That  of  his  deeth  ye  be  nought  for  to 
wyte.'  3.S5 

66.  Criseyde,  which   that  herde  him  in 

this  wyse, 
Thouglite,  '  I  shsl  fele  what  he  meneth, 

y-wis.* 
*Now,  eem,'  quod  she,  'what  wolde  ye 

devyse, 
What  is  your  reed  I  sholde  doon  of  this?' 
'Tliat  is  wel  soyd,'  qnwl  he,  *certa3m, 

best  is  390 
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That  ye  him  love  ayein  for  his  lovinge, 
As  love  for  love  is  skilfal  g^erdoninge. 

57.  Thenk  eek,  how  elde  wasteth  every 
hoare 

In  eche  of  yow  a  party  of  heaaiee  ; 

And  iherfore,  er  that  age  thee  devoure,  395 

60  love,  for,  olde,  ther  vrol  no  wight  of 

thee. 
Lat  this  proverhe  a  lore  nn-to  yow  be ; 
To  late  y-war,  qaod  Beantee,  whan  it 

paste;" 
And  elde  dannteth  dannger  at  the  laste. 

58.  The  ]|pnges  fool  is  woned  to  cryen 
loude,  400 

Whan  that  him   thinketh   a  womman 

bereth  hir  hyS, 
"  So  longe  mote  ye  live,  and  alle  pronde, 
Til  Crowes  feet  be  growe  nnder  your  yS, 
And  sende  yow  thanne  a  mironr  in  to 

piye  404 

In  whiche  ye  may  see  yonr  face  a-morwe ! " 
Nece,  I  bid  wisshe  yow  no  more  sorwe.* 

59.  With  this  he  stente,  and  caste  adoon 
the  heed, 

And  she  bigan  to  breste  a-wepe  anoon. 
And  seyde,  'alias,  for  wo!    why  nere  I 

deed? 
For  of  this  world  the  feith  is  al  agoon !  410 
Alias !  what  sholden  strannge  to  me  doon, 
When  he,  that  for  my  beste  freend  I 

wende, 
Bet  me  to  love,  and  sholde  it  me  defende  ? 

60.  Alias  !  I  wolde  han  tmsted,  dontelees, 
That  if  that  I,  thnrgh  my  disaventnre,  415 
Had  loved  other  him  or  Achilles, 
Ector,  or  any  mannes  creatnre, 

Ye  nolde  han  had  no  mercy  ne  mesure 
On  me,  bnt  alwey  had  me  in  repreve  ; 
This  false  world,  alias !  who  may  it  leve? 

61.  What?  is  this  al  the  joye  and  al  the 
feste?  431 

Is  this  yonr  reed,  is  this  my  blisfal  cas  ? 
Is  this  the  verray  mede  of  your  beheste  ? 
Is  al  this  peynted  proces  seyd,  alias  !  424. 
Bight  for  this  fyn  ?  O  lady  myn,  Pallas ! 
Thou  in  this  dredfiil  cas  for  me  purveye  ; 
Por  so  astonied  am  I  that  I  deye  ! ' 


62.  With  that  she  gan  fal  sorwfuUy  to 
syke ; 

'  A  !  may  it  be  no  bet  ?*  quod  Pandams ; 
'  By  god,  I  shal  no-more  come  here  this 

wyke,  43« 

And  god  to-fom,  that  am  mistrusted  thus ; 
I  see  ful  wel  that  ye  sette  lyte  of  us, 
Or  of  our  deeth  !  Alias  I  I  wofal  wrecche ! 
Highte  he  yet  live,  of  me  is  nought  to 

reoche, 

63.  O  cruel  god,  O  dispitouse  Marte,    435 
O  Furies  three  of  helle,  on  yow  I  orye  ! 
So  lat  me  never  out  of  this  hous  departe. 
If  that  I  mente  harm  or  vilany  e  ! 

But  sith  I  see  my  lord  mot  nedes  dye, 
And  I  with  him,  here  I  me  shryve,  and 
seye  440 

That  wikkedly  ye  doon  us  bothe  deye. 

64.  But  sith  it  lyketh  yow  that    I  be 
deed. 

By  Xeptunus,  that  god  is  of  the  see, 
Fro  this  forth  shal  I  never  eten  breed 
Til  I  myn  owene  herte  blood  may  see ;  445 
For  certayn,  I  wole  deye  as  sone  as  he ' — 
And  up  he  sterte,  and  on  his  wey  he 

raughte, 
Til  she  agayn  him  by  the  lappe  canghte. 

65.  Criseyde,  which  that  wel  neigh  starf 
for  fere, 

So  as  she  was  the  ferfulleste  wight       450 
That  mighte  be,  and  herde  eek  with  hir 

ere. 
And  saw  the  sorwfnl  emest  of  the  knight, 
And  in  his  preyere  eek  saw  noon  unright, 
And  for  the  hann  that  mighte  eek  fallen 

more, 
She  gan  to  rewe,  and  dradde  hir  wonder 

sore;  455 

66.  And  thoughte  thus,  *■  unhappes  fallen 
thikke 

Alday  for  love,  and  in  swich  manor  cas. 
As  men  ben  cruel  in  hem-self  and  wikke ; 
And  if  this  man  slee  here  him<4elf,  alias  ! 
In  my  presence,  it  wol  be  no  solas.       4^10 
What  men  wolde  of  hit  deme  I  can  nat 

seye ; 
It  nedeth  me  ful  sleyly  for  to  pleye.* 
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67.  And  with  a  sorwfal  syk  she  seyde 
thrye, 

*  A !  lord !  what  me  is  tid  a  soiy  chaonoe ! 
For  myn  estat  now  lyth  in  jnpartye,    465 
And  eek  myn  ernes  lyf  lyth  in  balannce ; 
Bnt  nathelees,  with  goddes  govemannoe, 
I  shal  so  doon,  myn  honoor  shal  I  kepe, 
And  eek  his  lyf ;'  and  stinte  for  to  wepe. 

68.  'Of  harmes  two,  the  lesse  is  for  to 
chese ;  470 

Yet  have  I  lever  maken  him  good  chere 
In  honoor,  than  myn  ernes  lyf  to  lese ; 
Ye  seyn,  ye  no-thing  elles  me  reqnere  ? ' 

*  No,  wis,'  qnod  he,  'myn  owene  nece  dere.' 

*  Now  wel,'  qnod  she,  '  and  I  wol  doon  my 

peyne ;  475 

I  shal  m3m  herte  ayeins  my  lost  con- 
st reyne, 

69.  But  that   I  nU  not  holden  him  in 
honde, 

Ne  love  a  man,  ne  can  I  not,  ne  may 
Ayeins  my  wil ;  but  elles  wol  I  fonde, 
Myn  honour  sauf,  plese  him  fro  day  to 
day ;  480 

Ther-to  nolde  I  nought  ones  have  seyd  nay, 
But  that  I  dredde,  as  in  my  fantasye  ; 
But  cesse  cause,  ay  cesseth  maladye. 

70.  And  here  I  make  a  protestacioun, 
That  in  this  proces  if  ye  depper  go,      485 
Tliat  certaynly,  for  no  savacioun 

Of  yow,  though  that  ye  sterve  bothe  two. 
Though  al  the  world  on  o  day  be  my  fo, 
Ne    shal   I  never    on    him    han    other 

routhe.' — 
*I  graunte  wel,*  quod  Pandare,  'by  my 

trouthe.  490 

71.  But  may  I  truste  wel  ther-to,'  quod  he, 
'That,  of  this  thing  that  ye  han  hight  me 

here. 
Ye  wol  it  holden  trewly  un-to  me  ?' 
'Ye,  doutelees,'  quod  she,   'myn  uncle 

dere.' 
'  Ne  that  I  slial  han  cause  in  this  matere,' 
Quod    he,  'to  pleyne,  or  after  yow  to 

preche?'  496 

'Why,  no,  pardee;  what  nedeth  more 

speche?' 


72.  Tho  fillen  they  in  othere  tales  glade, 
Til  at  the  laste,  '  O  good  eem,'  quod  she 

tho, 
'For  love  of  god,  which  that  us  bothe 

made,  5^^ 

Tel  me  how  first  ye  wisten  of  his  wo : 
Wot  noon  of    hit   but  ye?'   He  seyde, 

'no.' 
'Can  he  wel  speke  of  love?'  quod  she, 

'  I  preye, 
Tel  me,  for  I  the  bet  me  shal  purveye.' 

78.  Tho  Pandams  a  litel  gan  to  smyle, 
And  seyde,  '  by  my  trouthe,  I  shal  yow 

telle.  S06 

This  other  day,   nought  gon  ful  longe 

whyle, 
In-with  the  paleys-gardyn,  by  a  welle, 
Ghin  he  and  I  wel  half  a  day  to  dwelle, 
Bight  for  to  speken  of  an  ordenauncc,  510 
How  we  the  Grekes  mighte  disavaunce. 

74.  Sone  after  that  bigonne  we  to  lepe. 
And  casten  with  our  dartes  to  and  fro, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  seyde,  he  wolde  slepe, 
And  on  the  gres  a-doun  he  leyde  him  tho ; 
And  I  after  gan  rome  to  and  fro  516 
Til  that  I  herde,  as  that  I  welk  allone. 
How  he  bigan  ful  wofuUy  to  grone. 

75.  Tho  gan  I  stalke  him  softely  bihinde, 
And  sikerly,  the  sothe  for  to  sejrne,      5x> 
As  I  can  clepe  ayein  now  to  my  minde, 
Bight  thus  to  Love  he  gan  him  for  to 

pleyne ; 
He  seyde,  "lord!  have  routhe  up-on  my 

peyne, 
Al  have  I  been  rebel  in  myn  entente  ; 
Now,  mea  culpa,  lord !  I  me  repente.     535 

76.  O  god,  that  at  thy  disposicioun 
Ledest  the  fyn,  by  juste  purveyaunce, 
Of  every  wight,  my  lowe  oonfessioun 
Aocepte  in  gree,  and    send    me    swich 

penaunoe  529^ 

As  lyketh  thee,  but  from  desesperaunoe. 
That  may  my  goost  departe  awey  fro  thee, 
Tliou  be  my  sheld,  for  thy  benignitee. 

77.  For  certes,  lord,  so  sore  hath  she  me 
wounded 

That  stod  in  blak,  with  loking  of  hir  y6n,. 


Book  IT.] 


^rotfti0  an'^  Cxi^tglt* 


229 


That  to  myn  hertes  botme  it  is  y-soimded, 
Thorngh  which  I  woot  that  I  mot  nedes 

dyen  j  536 

This  is  the  worstef  I  dar  me  not  bi-wryen ; 
And  wel  the  hotter  been  the  gledes  rede, 
That  men  hem  vnryen  with  asshen  pale 

and  dede." 

78.  With  that  he  smoot  his  heed  adoun 
anoon,  540 

And  gan  to  moire,  I  noot  what,  trewely. 
And  I  with  that  gan  stille  aw^  to  goon, 
And  leet  ther-of  as  no-thing  wist  hadde  I, 
And  come  ayein  anoon  and  stood  him  by, 
And  seyde,  *'a-wake,  ye  slepen    al   to 
longe ;  545 

It  semeth  nat  that  love  dooth  yow  longe, 

79.  That  depen  so  that  no  man  may  yow 
wake. 

Who  sey  ever  or  this  so  dul  a  man  ?" 

**  Ye,  £reend,"  qnod  he,  "  do  ye  your  hedes 

ake 
For  love,  and  lat  me  liven  as  I  can."    550 
Bat  though  that  he  for  wo  was  pale  and 

wan. 
Yet  made  he  tho  as  fresh  a  oontenannce 
As  Uiough  he  shulde  have  led  the  newe 

daunce. 

80.  This  paoBed  forth,  til  now,  this  other 
day, 

It  fel  that  I  com  roming  al  allone  555 
Into  his  ohaumbre,  and  fond  how  that  he 

lay 
Up-on  his  bed ;  but  man  so  sore  grono 
Ke  herde  I  never,  and  what  that  was  his 

mone, 
Ne  wiste  I  nought ;  for,  as  I  was  cominge, 
Al  sodeynly  he  lefbe  his  compleyninge.  560 

81.  Of  which  I  took  somwhat  suspecioun. 
And  neer  I  com,  and  fond  he  wepte  sore ; 
And  god  so  wis  be  my  savacioun, 

As  never  of  thing  hadde  I  no  routhe  more. 
For  neither  with  engyn,  ne  with  no  lore, 
Unethes   mighte    I  fro  the  deeth    him 
kepe;  566 

That  yet  f ele  I  myn  herte  for  him  wepe. 

82.  And  god  wot,  never,  sith  that  I  wa« 
bom. 

Was  I  so  bisy  no  man  for  to  preche. 


Ne  never  was  to  wight  so  depe  y-swom, 
Or  he  me  tolde  who  mighte  been  his 
leche.  571 

But  now  to  yow  rehersen  al  his  speche. 
Or  alle  his  woful  wordes  for  to  soune, 
Ne  bid  me  not,  but  ye  wol  see  me  swowne. 

88.  But  for  to  save  his  lyf,  and  elles 

nought,  575 

And  to  non  harm  of  yow,  thus  am  I 

driven  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  god  that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Swich  chere  him  dooth,  that  he  and  I 

may  liven. 
Now  have    I  plat    to   yow  myn    herte 

schriven ;  579 

And  sin  ye  woot  that  myn  entente  is  dene, 
Tak  hede  ther-of,  for  I  non  yvel  mene. 

84.  And  right  good  thrift,  I  pray  to  god, 
have  ye, 

That  han  swich  oon  y-caught  with-oute 

net; 
And  be  ye  wys,  as  ye  ben  fair  to  see, 
Wel  in  the  ring  than  is  the  ruby  set  585 
Ther  were  never  two  so  wel  y-met. 
Whan  ye  ben  his  al  hool,  as  he  is  youro : 
Ther  mighty  god  yet  graunte  us  see  that 

houre !' 

85.  *  Nay,  therof  spak  I  not,  a,  ha ! '  quod 
she, 

*  As  helpe  me  god,  ye  shenden  every  deel ! ' 

*  O  mercy,  dere  nece,'  anoon  quod  he,  591 

*  What-«o  I  upak,  I  mente  nought  but 

weel, 
By  Kara  the  god,  that  helmed  is  of  steel; 
Now  beth  nought  wrooth,  my  blood,  my 

neoe  dere.* 
*Now  wel,'  quod  she, '  foryeven  be  it  here ! ' 

86.  With  this  he  took  his  love,  and  hoom 
he  wente ;  596 

And  lord,  how  he  was  glad  and  wel  bi- 

goon ! 
Criseyde  aroos,  no  lenger  she  ne  stente. 
But  straught  in-to  hir  closet  wente  anoon, 
And  sette  here  doun  as  stille  as  any  stoon, 
And  every  word  gan  up  and  doun  to 

winde,  601 

That  he  hadde  seyd,  as  it  com  hir  to 

minde ; 
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87.  And    wex   somdel   astonied    in    hir 
thought, 

Kight  for  the  newe  cas ;  but  whan  that 

she 
Was  fal  avysed,  tho  fond  she  right  nonght 
Of  i>eril,  why  she  onghte  afered  be.      606 
For  man  may  love,  of  possibilitee, 
A  womman  so,  his  hert«  may  to-breste, 
And  she  nought  love  ayein,  bnt-if  hir  leste. 

88.  Bat  as  she  sat  allone  and  thonghte 
thns,  610 

Th'ascry  aroos  at  skarmish  al  with-onte, 
And  men  cryde  in  the  strete, '  see,  Troilos 
Hath  right  now  put  to  flight  the  Grekes 

route ! ' 
With  that  gan  al  hir  meynee  for  to  shonte, 
'  A !  go  we  see,  caste  up  the  latis  wyde  ; 
For  thargh  this  strete  he  moot  to  palays 

ryde ;  616 

80.  For  other  wey  is  fro  the  yate  noon 
Of  Dardanns,  ther  open  is  the  chejme.' 
With  that  com  he  and  al  his  folk  anoon 
An  esy  pas  rydinge,  in  routes  tweyne,  620 
Kight  as  his  happy  day  was,  sooth  to  seyne. 
For  which,  men  say,  may  nought  dis- 

torbed  be 
That  shal  bityden  of  necessitee. 

90.  This  Troilns  sat  on  his  baye  stede, 
Al  armed,  save  his  heed,  ful  richely,    625 
And  wounded  was  his  hors,  and  gan  to 

blede, 
On  whiche  he  rood  a  pas,  ful  softely ; 
But  swich  a  knightly  sighte,  trewely. 
As  was  on  him,  was  nought,  vdth-outen 

faile,  629 

To  loke  on  Mars,  that  god  is  of  batayle. 

91.  So  lyk  a  man  of  armes  and  a  knight 
He  was  to  seen,  fHilfild  of  heigh  prowesse ; 
For  bothe  he  hadde  a  body  and  a  might 
To  doon  that  thing,  as  wel  as  hardinesse ; 
And  eek  to  seen  him  in  his  gere  him 

dreflse,  635 

So  fresh,  so  yong,  so  weldy  semed  he. 
It  was  an  heven  up-on  him  for  to  see. 

92.  His  helm  to-hewen  was  in    twenty 
places, 

That  by  a  tissew  heng,  his  bak  bihinde. 


His  sheld  to-dasshed  was  with  swerdes 

and  maces,  640 

In  which  men   mighte  many  an  arwe 

finde 
That  thirled  hadde  horn  and  nerf  (uid 

rinde; 
And  ay  the  peple  cryde,  *  here  oometh  our 

joye, 
And,  next  his  brother,  holdere    up   of 

Troye!' 

98.  For  which  he  wex  a  litel  reed  for 

shame,  645 

Whan  he  the  peple  up-on  him   herde 

cryen, 
That  to  biholde  it  was  a  noble  game, 
How  sobreliche  he  caste  doun  his  yfin. 
Cryseyda  gan  al  his  chere  aspyen. 
And  leet  so  sofbe  it  in  hir  herte  sinke,  650 
That  to  hir-self  she  seyde,  '  who  yaf  me 
drinke?' 

91.  For  of  hir  owene  thought  she  wex  al 

reed, 
Bemembringe  hir  right  thus,  *  lo,  this  is 

he 
Which  that  myn  uncle  swereth  he  moot 

be  deed, 
But  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pitee ;'  655 
And  with  that  thought,  for  pure  a-shamed, 

she 
OtATL  in  hir  heed  to  pulle,  and  that  as 

faste, 
Whyl  he  and  al  the  pople  for-by  paste, 

95.  And  gan  to  caste  and  rollen  up  and 
doun 

With-inne    hir    thought    his    excellent 
prowesse,  660 

And  his  estat,  and  also  his  renoun, 
His  wit,  his  shap,  and  eek  his  gentilesse  ; 
But  most  hir  favour  was,  for  his  distresse 
Was  al  for  hir,  and  thoughts  it  was  a 

routlie 
To  sleen  swich  oon,  if  that  he  mente 
trouthe.  665 

96.  Now  mighte  somenvyous  jangle  thus, 
'  This  was  a  sodeyn  love,  how  mighte  it  be 
That  she  so  lightly  lovede  Troilus 
Right  for  the  firste  sighte ;  ye,  pardee  ?' 
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Now  who-so  Beyth   so,  mote    he    never 
thee !  670 

For  every  thing,  a  grinning  hath  it  nede 
Er  al  be  wroaght,  vith*otiten  any  drede. 

97.  For  I  sey  nought  that  she  so  sodeynly 
Yaf  him  hir  love,  bat  that  she  gan  enclyne 
To  lyke  him  first,  and  I  have  told  yow 

why;  675 

And  after  that,  his  manhod  and  his  pyne 
Made  love  with-inne  hir  for  to  myne, 
For  which,  by  proces  and  by  good  servyse, 
He  gat  hir  love,  and  in  no  sodeyn  wyse. 

98.  And  also  blisftil  Venus,  wel  arayed,  680 
Sat  in  hir  seventhe  hens  of  hevene  tho, 
Disposed  wel,  and  with  aspectes  payed. 
To  helpen  sely  TroUos  of  his  wo. 

And,  sooth  to  seyn,  she  nas  nat  al  a  fo 
To  TroUos  in  his  nativitee  ;  *  685 

Ood  woot  that  wel  the  soner  spedde  he. 

99.  Now  lat  ns  stinte  of  Troilns  a  throwe. 
That  rydeth  forth,  and  lat  ns  tonme  faste 
Un-to  Criseyde,  that  heng  hir  heed  fnl 

lowe, 
Ther-as  she  sat  allone,  and  gan  to  caste  690 
Wher-on  she  wolde  apoynte  hir  at  the 

laste, 
If  it  so  were  hir  eem  ne  wolde  cesse, 
For  Troilos,  np-on  hir  for  to  presse. 

100.  And,  lord  t  so  she  gan  in  hir  thought 
argne 

In  this  matere  of  which  I  have  yow 
told,  695 

And  what  to  doon  best  were,  and  what 
eschne. 

That  plyted  shd  fcil  ofbe  in  many  fold. 

Now  was  hir  herte  warm,  now  was  it  cold, 

And  what  she  thonghte  somwhat  shal  I 
wryte. 

As  to  myn  anctor  listeth  for  to  endyte.  700 

101.  She  thonghte  wel,  that  Troilus  per- 
sone 

She  knew  by  sighte  and  eek  his  gentil- 

lesse, 
And  thus  she  seyde,  *  al  were  it  nought  to 

done. 
To  graunte  him  love,  yet,  for  his  worthi- 

nesse. 


It  were  honour,  with  pley  and  with  glad- 
nesse,  705 

In  honestee,  with  swich  a  lord  to  dele, 
For  myn  estat,  and  also  for  his  hele. 

102.  Eek,  wel  wot  I  my  kinges  sone  is  he; 
And  sith  he  hath  to  see  me  swich  delyt. 
If  I  wolde  utterly  his  sighte  flee,  710 

Paraunter  he  mighte  have  me  in  dispyt, 
Thurgh  which  I  mighte  stonde  in  worse 

plyt; 
Now  were  I  wys,  me  hate  to  purchace, 
With-outen  nede,  ther  I  may  stonde  in 

grace? 

108.  In  every  thing,  I  woot,  ther  lyth 
mesure.  715 

For  though  a  man  forbede  dronkenesse, 
He  nought  for-bet  that  every  creature 
Be  drinkelees  for  alwey,  as  I  gesse  ; 
Eek  sith  I  woot  for  me  is  his  distresse, 
I  ne  oughte  not  for  that  thing  him  des- 
pyse,  720 

Sith  it  is  so,  he  meneth  in  good  wyse. 

104.  And  eek  I  knowe,  of  longe   tyme- 
agoon, 

His  thewes  goode,  and  that  he  is  not  nyce. 
Ne  avauntour,  seyth  men,  oertein,  is  he 

noon; 
To  wys  is  he  to  do  so  gret  a  vyoe ;         735 
Ne  als  I  nel  him  never  so  cheryce, 
That  he  may  make  avaunt,  by  juste  cause ;; 
He  shal  me  never  binde  in  swiche  a  clause^ 

105.  Now  set  a  cas,  the  hardest  is,  y-wis, 
Men  mighten  deme  that  he  loveth  me :  730 
What  dishonour  were  it  un-to  me,  this  ? 
May  I  ^'Tn  lette  of  that  ?  why  nay,  pardee ! 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  here  and  see, 
Men  loven  wommen  al  this  toun  aboute ; 
Be  they  the  wers?  why,  nay,  with-outen 

donte.  735 

106.  I  thenk  eek  how  he  able  is  for  to 
have 

Of  al  this  noble  toun  the  thriftieste, 
To  been  his  love,  so  she  hir  honour  save; 
For  out  and  out  he  is  the  worthieste,    739 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  beste. 
And  yet  his  lyf  al  lyth  now  in  my  cure, 
But  swich  is  love,  and  eek  myn  aventure. 
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107.  Xe  me  to  love,  a  wonder  ia  it  nought ; 
For  wel  wot  I  my-self,  so  god  me  spede, 
Al  woldelthat  noon  wistd  of  this  thought, 
I  am  oon  the  fkyreste,  oat  of  drede,  746 
And  goodlieste,  who-eo  taketh  hede; 
And  80  men  seyn  in  al  the  tonn  of  Troye. 
What  wonder  is  it  though  he  of  me  have 

joye? 

108.  I  am  myn  owene  woman,  wel  at  ese, 
I  thanke  it  god,  as  after  mjrn  estat ;  751 
Bight  yong,  and  stonde  nnteyd  in  Insty 

lese, 
With-onten  jaloiuye  or  swich  debat ; 
Shal  noon  honsbonde  weyn  to  me  **chek- 

mat!" 
For  either  th^  hen  fxil  of  jalonsye,       755 
Or  maisterftd,  or  loven  novelrye. 

109.  What  shal  I  doon?  to  what  fyn  live 
I  thus? 

Shal  I  nat  loven,  in  cas  if  that  me  leste? 
What,  par  dieux !  I  am  nonght  religions ! 
And  though  that  I  myn  herte  sette  at 

reste  760 

Upon  this  knight,  that  is  the  worthieste, 
And  kepe  alwey  myn  honour  and  my 

name, 
By  alle  right,  it  may  do  me  no  shame.' 

110.  But  right  as  whan  the  sonne  shyneth 
brighte. 

In  March,  that  chaungeth  ofte  tjnne  his 

face,  765 

And  that  a  cloud  is  put  with  wind  to 

flighte 
Which  over-sprat  the  sonne  as  for  a  space, 
A  cloudy  thought  gan  thorugh  hir  soule 

pace, 
That  over-spiadde  hir  brighte  thonghtes 

alle. 
So  that  for  fere  almost  she  gan  to  falle.  770 

111.  That  thought  was  this,  *  alias!  sin 
I  am  free, 

Sholde  I  now  love,  and  putte  in  jupartye 
My  sikemesse,  and  thrallen  libertee  ? 
Alias !  how  dorste  I  thenken  that  folye? 
May  I  nought  wel  in  other  folk  aspye     775 
Hir  dredful  joye,  hir  constreynt,  and  hir 

peyne? 
Ther  loveth  noon,  that  she  nath  why  to 

pleyne. 


112.  For  love  is  yet  the  moste  stormy  lyf. 
Bight  of  him-self,  that  ever  was  bigonne ; 
For  ever  som  mistrust,  or  nyce  stiyf,  780 
Ther  is  in  love,  som  cloud  is  over  the 

Sonne: 
Ther-to  we  wzeoohed  wommen  no>ihing 

conne. 
Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepe  and  sitte  and 

thinke ; 
Our  wreche  is  this,  our  owene  wo  to 

drinke. 

118.  Also  these  wikked  tonges  been  so 
prest  7*5 

To  speke  us  harm,  eek  men  be  so  untrewe. 
That,  right  anoon  as  cessed  is  hir  lest. 
So  cesseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  a  newe  l 
But  harm  y-doon,  is  doon,  who-so  it  rewe. 
For  though  these  men  for  love  hem  first 
to-re\ide,  790 

Fnl  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  ende. 

114.  How  ofte  tyme  hath  it  y-knowen  be, 
The  treson,  that  to  womman  hath  be  do? 
To  what  fyn  is  swich  love,  I  can  nat  see. 
Or  wher  bicomth  it,  whan  it  is  ago ;     795 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  woot,  I  trowe  so, 
Wher  it  bycomth;   lo,    no  wight  on  it 

spometh ; 
That  erst  was  no-thing,  in-to  nought  it 
tometh. 

115.  How  bisy,  if  I  love,  eek  mo6t«  I  be 
To  plesen  hem  that  jangle  of  love,  and 

demen,  800 

And  coye  hem,  that  they  sey  non  harm  of 

me? 
For  though  ther  be  no  cause,  yet  hem 

semen 
Al  be  for  harm  that  folk  hir  freendes 

quemen ; 
And  who  maystoppen  every  wikked  tongo, 
Or  soun  of  belles  whyl    that    they    be 

ronge?'  805 

116.  And  after  that,  hir  thought  bigan  to 
dere,  ■ 

And    seyde,    *he    which   that    no-thing 

under-taketh, 
No-thing  ne  acheveth,  be  him  looth  or 

dere.' 
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And  Mrith  an  other  thought  hir  herte 

quaketh ; 
Than    slepeth    hope,    and    after    dreed 

awaketh ;  810 

Now  hoot,  now  cold ;  bat  thus,  bi-twixen 

tweye, 
She  rist  hir  up,  and  went  hir  for  to  pleye. 

117.  Adoun  the  gteyre  anoon-right   tho 
she  wente 

In-to  the  gardin,  witli  hir  neces  three, 
And  up  and  doun  ther  made  many  a 
wente,  815 

Flexippe,  she,  Tharbe,  and  Antigone, 
To  pleyen,  that  it  joye  was  to  see ; 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen,  a  gret  route, 
Hir  folwede  in  the  gardin  al  abouto. 

118.  This  yerd  was  large,  and  rayled  alle 
the  aleyes,  Sao 

And    shadwed  wel   with    blosmy  bowes 

grene. 
And  benched  newe,  and  Bonded  alle  the 

weyes, 
In  which  she  walketh  arm  in  arm  bi- 

twene; 
Til  at  the  laste  Antigone  the  shene 
Gau  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singe  clere,     825 
That  it  an  heven  was  hir  voys  to  here. — 

119.  She  seyde,  *0  love,  to  whom  I  have 
andshal 

Ben  humble  subgit,  trewe  in  myn  entente. 
As  I  best  can,  to  yow,  lord,  yeve  ich  al 
For  ever-more,  myn  hertes  lust  to  rente.  830 
For  never  yet  thy  grace  no  wight  sente 
So  blisful  cause  as  me,  my  lyf  to  lede 
In  alle  joye  and  seurtee,  out  of  drede. 

120.  Ye,  blisful  go<l,  han  me  so  wel  beset 
In  love,  y-wis,  that  al  that  bereth  lyf  835 
Imaginen  ne  cowde  how  to  ben  bet ; 
For,  lord,  with-outen  jalou^e  or  stryf, 

I  love  oon  which  that  is  most  ententj^ 
To  8er%'en  wel,  unwery  or  unfeyned, 
That  ever  was,  and  leest  with  harm  dis- 
treyned.  840 

1 21 .  As  he  that  is  the  welle  of  worthinesse, 
Of  trouthe  ground,  mirour  of  goodliheed, 
Of  wit  Appollo,  stoon  of  sikemesse. 

Of  vertu  rote,  of  lust  ilndere  and  heed, 


Thurgh  which  is  alle  sorwe  fro  me  deed,  84  5 
Y-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  he  me ; 
Now  good  thrift  have  he,  wher-so  that  he 
be! 

122.  Whom  sholde  I  thanke  but  yow,  go<l 
of  love. 

Of  al  this  blisse,  in   which  to  bathe  1 

ginne  ? 
And  thanked  be  ye,  lord,  for  that  I  love !  851) 
This  is  the  righte  lyf  that  I  am  inne, 
To  flemen  alle  manere  vyce  and  sinne  : 
This  doth  me  so  to  vertu  for  to  entende, 
That  day  by  day  I  in  my  wil  amende. 

123.  And  who-so  seyth  that  for  to  love  is 
vyce,  «55 

Or  thraldom,  though  he  fele  in  it  dis- 

tresse, 
He  outher  is  envjrous,  or  right  nyce, 
Or  is  unmighty,  for  his  shrewednesse. 
To  loven;  for  swioh  maner  folk,  I  gesse, 
Defamen  love,  as  no-thing  of  him  knowe ; 
They  speken,  but  they  bente  never  his 

bowe.  861 

124.  What  is  the  sonne  wers,  of  kindo 
righte. 

Though  that  a  man,  for  feblesse  of  his 

yen. 
May  nought    endure    on    it    to  see  for 

brighte? 
Or  love  the  wers,  though  wrecohes  on  it 

cryen?  865 

No  wele  is  worth,  that  may  no  sorwo 

dryen. 
And  for-thy,  who  tliat  hath  an  heed  of 

verre, 
Fro  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  the  werre  ! 

125.  But  I  with  al  mjm  herte  and  al  my 
might,  869 

As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love,  un-to  my  laste. 
My  dere  herte,  and  al  myn  owene  knight. 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  is  so  faste. 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  shal  ever  laste. 
Al  dredde  I  first  to  love  him  to  biginne. 
Now  woot  I  wel,  ther  is  no  peril  inne.'   875 

126.  And  of  hir  song  right  with  that  word 
she  stoute, 

And  therwith-al,  'now,  nece,'  quod  Cri- 
seyde. 
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'Who  xniKlo  this  song  with  so  good  en- 
tente?' 
Antigone  answerde  anoon,  and  seyde, 
*  Ma  dame,  y-wis,  the  goodlieste  mayde  880 
Of  greet  estat  in  al  tlie  tonn  of  Troye ; 
And  let  hir  lyf  in  most  honour  and  joye.' 

127.  'Forsothe,  so  it  semeth  by  hir  song,* 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  and  gan  ther-with  to 

^'ke, 
And  seyde,  'lord,  is  there  swich  blisso 

among  885 

These  lovers,  as  they  connc  faire  endyte? ' 
'Ye,  wis,'  qnotl  fresh  Antigone  the  whyte, 
'  For  alio  tho  folk  that  han  or  been  on  lyve 
Xe  conne  wel  the  blisse  of  love  discryve. 

128.  But  wene    ye    that   every  wrecche 
woot  890 

The  parfit  blisse  of  love?  why,  nay,  y-wis; 
They  wenen  al  be  love,  if  oon  be  hoot; 
Do  wey,  do  wey,  they  woot  no-thing  of 

this! 
Men  most43n  axe  at  seyntes  if  it  is 
Anght   fair  in  hevene;    why?   for  they 

conne  telle ;  895 

And  axen  fendes,  is  it  fonl  in  helle.' 

129.  Criseyde  nn-to  that  purpos  nought 
answerde, 

But  seyde,  'y-wis,  it   wol    be   night  as 

faste.' 
Bnt  every  word  which  that  she  of  hir 

herde. 
She  gan  to  prenten  in  hir  herte  faste ;  900 
And  ay  gan  love  hir  lasse  for  to  agasto 
Than  it  dlde  orst,  and  sinken  in  hir  herte, 
That  she  wex  somwhat  able  to  converte. 

180.  The  dayes  honour,  and  the  hevenesyS, 
The  nightes  fo,  al  this  clepe  I  the  sonne,  905 
Q-an  westren  faste,  and  dounward  for  to 

"wrye, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  dayes  oours  y-ronne ; 
And  whyte  thinges  wexen  dimme  and 

donne 
For  lak  of  light,  and  sterres  for  to  appere. 
That  she  and  al  hir  folk  in  wente  y-fere. 

131 .  So  whan  it  lyked  hir  to  goon  to  rest«. 

And   voyded   weren    they   that   voyden 

onghte,  912 


She  seyde,  that  to  slepe  wel  hir  leste. 
Hir  wommen  sone  til  hir  bed  hir  broughte. 
Whan  al  was  hust,  than  lay  she  stille,  and 
though  te  915 

Of  al  this  thing  the  manere  and  the  vryBe. 
Beherce  it  nedeth  nought,  for  ye  ben  wyse. 

182.  A  nightingale,  uxx>n  a  cedre  grene. 
Under  the  chambre-wal  ther  as  she  lay, 
Ful  loude  sang  ayein  the  mone  shene,  920 
Faraunter,  in  his  briddes  wyse,  a  lay 
Of  love,  that  made  hir  herte  fresh  and  gay. 
That  herkned  she  solonge  in  good  entente. 
Til  at  the  laste  the  dede  sleep  hir  hente. 

188.  And,  as  she  sleep,  anoon-right  tho 

hir  mette,  9^5 

How  that  an  egle,  fethered  whyt  as  boon, 
Under  hir  brest  his  longe  clawes  sette, 
And  out  hir  herte  he  rente,  and  that 

a-noon, 
And  dide  his  herte  in-to  hir  brest  to  goon, 
Of  which  she  nought  agroos  ne  no-thing 

smerte,  930 

And  forth  he  fleigh,  with  herte  left  for 

herte. 

184.  Now  lat  hir  slepe,  and  we  our  tales 
holde 

Of  Troilus,  that  is  to  paleys  riden. 
Fro  the  scarmuch,  of  the  whiche  I  tolde. 
And  in  his  chambre  sit,  and  hath  abiden 
Til  two  or  three  of  his  messages  yeden  936 
For  Pandarus,  and  soughten  him  ful  faste, 
Til  they  him  founde,  and  broughte  him  at 
the  laste. 

185.  This  Pandarus  com  leping  in  at  ones 
And  seide  thus,  'who  hath  ben  wel  y-bete 
To-day  with  swerdes,   and  with  slinge- 

stones,  941 

But  Troilns,  that  hath  caught  him  an 

hete?' 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  seyde,  '  lord,  so  ye 

swete ! 
But  rys,  and  lat  us  soupe  and  go  to  rsste;' 
And  he  answerde  him,  'do  we  as  thee 

leste.'  945 

186.  With  al  the  haste  goodly  that  they 
mighte, 

They  spedde  hem  fro  the  souper  un-to 
bedde; 


Book  II.] 


^rotftis  anb  Cme^be. 


236 


And  every  wight  oat  at  the  dore  him 

dighte, 
And  wher  him  list   upon    hia    wey  he 

spedde ; 
But   TroUiu,   that   thoughte   his   herte 

bledde  950 

For  wo,  til  that  he  herde  som  tydinge, 
He  seyde,  'freend,  ahal  I  now  wepe  or 

singe?* 

187.  Qaod  FKuidanuB,  '  ly  stille,  and  lat  me 

slepe, 
And  don  tiiyn  hood,  thy  nedes  spedde  be ; 
And  chesoi  if  thou  wolt  singe  or  dannce  or 

lepej  955 

At  shorte  wordes,  thow  shalt  trowe  me. — 
Sire,  my  nece  wol  do  wel  by  thee, 
And  love  thee  best,  by  god  and  by  my  j 

trouthe, 
But  lak  of  pursuit  make  it  in  thy  slonthe. 

ISa  For  thus  ferforth  I  have  thy  work  ' 
bigonne,  960  1 

Fio  day  to  day,  til  this  day,  by  the  morwe,  I 

Hir  love  of  fireendship  have  X  to  thee  , 
wonne, 

And  also  hath  she  leyd  hir  feyth  to  borwe. 

Algate  a  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorwe.' 

What  sholde  I  lenger  sermon  of  itholde? 

As  ye  han  herd  bifore,  al  he  him  tolde.  966 

189.  Bat  right  as  floores,  thorugh  the 

colde  of  night 
Y-cloeed,  stoapen  on  hir  stalkes  lowe, 
Hedressen  hem  Sryein  the  sonne  bright, 
And  spreden  on  hir  kinde  ooars  by  rowe ; 
Bight  so  gan  tho  his  eyen  up  to  throwe  971 
This  Troilas,  and  seyde,  *  O  Venus  dere, 
Thy  might,  thy  grace,  y-heried  be  it  here ! ' 

140.  And  to  Pandare  he  held  np  bothe  his 
hondes, 

And  seyde,  *  lord,  al  thyn  be  that  I  have ;  975 
For  I  am  hool,  al  brosten  been  my  bondes ; 
A  thousand  Troians  who  so  that  me  yave, 
£che  after  other,  god  so  wis  me  save, 
Ne  mighte  me  so  gladen ;  lo,  myn  herte. 
It  spredeth  so  for  joye,  it  wol  to-sterte !  980 

141.  But  lord,  how  shal  I  doon,  how  shal 
I  liven? 

Whan  shal  I  next  my  dere  herte  see  ? 


How  shal  this  longe  tyme  a^wey  be  driven, 
Til  that  thoa  be  ayein  at  hir  fro  me  ? 
Thou  mayst  answere,  **»-byd,  a-byd,"  bat 
he  985 

Thathangeth  by  thenekke,  sooth  to  seyne, 
In  grete  disese  abydeth  for  the  peyne.' 

142.  *  Al  esily,  now,  for  the  love  of  Marte,' 
Qaod  Fandarus,  *for  every  thing  hath 
tyme ;  989 

So  longe  abyd  til  that  the  night  departe ; 
For  al  so  siker  as  thow  lyst  here  by  me. 
And  god  tofom,  I  wol  be  there  at  pryme, 
And  for  thy  werk  somwhat  as  I  shal  seye, 
Or  on  som  other  wight  this  chai^  leye. 

148.  For  pardee,  god  wot,  I  have  ever 

yit  995 

Ben  redy  thee  to  serve,  and  to  this  night 
Have  I  nought  fayned,  but  emforth  my 

wit 
Don  al  thy  lust,  and  shal  with  al  my 

might. 
Do  now  as  I  shal  seye,  and  fare  a-right ; 
And  if  thou  nilt,  wyte  althy-self  thy  care, 
On  me  is  nought  along  thyn  yvel  fare.  looi 

144.  I  woot  wel  that  thow  wjrser  art  than  I 
A  thousand  fold,  but  if  I  were  as  thou, 
God  helpe  me  so,  as  I  wolde  outrely. 
Bight  of  myn  owene  hond,  wryte  hir 

right  now  1005 

A  lettre,  in  which  I  wolde  hir  tellen  how 
I  ferde  amis,  and  hir  beseche  of  routhe  ; 
Now  help  thy-self,  and  leve  it  not  for 

slouthe. 

145.  And  I  my-self  shal  ther-with  to  hir 
goon; 

And  whan  thou  west  that  I  am  with  hir 
there,  loio 

Worth  thou  up-on  a  coarser  right  anoon, 
Ye,  hardily,  right  in  thy  beste  gere. 
And  ryd  forth  by  the  place,  as  nought  ne 

were. 
And  thou  shalt  flnde  us,  if  I  may,  sittinge 
At  som  windowe,  in-to  the  strete  lokinge. 

146.  And  if  thee  list,  than  maystow  us 
salnwe,  1016 

And  up-on  me  make  thy  contenaunce ; 
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But,  by  thy  lyf,  be  war  and  faste  eschnwe 
To  tarien  on^ht,  god  shilde  ns  fro  xnis- 

chatince ! 
Ryd  forth  thy  wey,  and  hold  thy  govem- 

aonce ;  1020 

And  we  shal  speke  of  thee  som-what,  I 

trowe, 
Whan  thon  art  goon,  to  do  thyne  eres 

glowe ! 

147.  Touching  thy  lettre,  thou  art  wys 
y-nough,  1023 

I  woot  thow  nilt  it  digneliche  endyte  ; 
As  make  it  with  thise  aig^imentes  tough  ; 
Ne  scrivenish  or  craftily  thou  it  wryte; 
Beblotte  it  with  thy  teres  eek  a  lyte  ; 
And  if  thou  wryte  a  goodly  word  al  soffce, 
Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  to  ofte. 

148.  For  though  the  beste  harpour  upon 
lyve  1050  I 

Wolde  on  the  beste  souned  joly  harpe 
That  ever  was,  with  alle  his  fingres  fyve,    1 
Touche  ay  o  strong,  or  ay  o  werbul  harpe,  1 
Were  his  nayles  poynted  never  so  sharpe,  ! 
It  shulde  maken  every  wight  to  dulle,  1055 
To  here  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  itille. 

149.  Ne  jompre  eek  no  discordaunt  thing  , 
y-fere, 

As  thus,  to  usen  termes  of  phisyk ; 
In  loves  termes,  hold  of  thy  matere 
The  forme  alwey,  and    do    that    it  be' 
lyk ;  1040 

For  if  a  peyntour  wolde  peynte  a  pyk 
With  asses  feet,  and  hede  it  as  an  ape, 
It  cordeth  nought ;  so  nere  it  but  a  jape.' 

150.  This  counseyl  lyked  wel  to  Troilus; 
But,  as  a  dreedful  lover,  he  seyde  this  : — 
*•  Alias,  my  dere  brother  Pandarus,       lof  6 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  wryte,  y-wis. 

Lest  of  myn  innocence  I  seyde  a-mis, 
Or  that  she  nolde  it  for  despyt  receyve ; 
Thaune  were  I  deed,  ther  mighte  it  no- 
thing weyve.'  1050 

151.  To  that  Pandare  answerde,  *  if  thee 
lest, 

Do  that  I  seye,  and  lat  me  therwith  goon ; 
For  by  that  lord  that  formed  est  and  west, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bringe  ansvtiere  anoon 


Bight  of  hir  hond,  and  if  that  thou  nilt 
noon,  1055 

Lat  be ;  and  sory  mote  he  been  his  lyve, 
Ayeins   thy  lust   that   helpeth   thee   to 
thryve.' 

162.  Quod  Troilus, '  DepardieuXy  I  assente ; 
Sin  that  thee  list,  I  will  aryse  and  wrjrte ; 
And  blisful  god   preye  ich,  with   good 

entente,  in6o 

The  vyage,  and  the  lettre  I  shal  endyte, 
So  spede  it ;  and  thou,  Minerva,  the  whyte, 
Yif  thou  me  wit  my  lettre  to  devyse  :' 
And  sette  him  doun,  and  wroot  right  in 

this  wyse. — 

158.  First  he  gan  hir  his  righte  lady 
calle,  1065 

His  hertes  lyf,  his  lust,  his  sorwes  leche, 

His  blisse,  and  eek  this  othere  termes 
alle. 

That  in  swich  cas  these  loveres  alle  seche ; 

And  in  fhl  humble  wyse,  as  in  his  speche. 

He  gan  him  reoomaunde  un-to  hir  grace; 

To  telle  al  how,  it  axeth  muchel  space.  1071 

154.  And  after  this,  fxil  lowly  he  hir 
prayde 

To  be  nought  wrooth,  though  he,  of  his 

folye. 
So  hardy  was  to  hir  to  wryte,  and  seyde, 
That  love  it  made,  or  elles  moste  he  dye. 
And  pitously  gan  mercy  for  to  ciye  ;    1076 
And  after  that  he  seyde,  and  ley  ful  loude, 
Him-self  was  litel  worth,  and  lesso  he 

coude ; 

155.  And  that  shesholde  hau  his  conning 
excused, 

That  litel  was,  and  eek  he  dredde  hir  so. 
And  his  unworthinesse  he  ay  acused ;  108 1 
And  after  that,  than  gan  he  telle  his  wo ; 
But  that  was  endeles,  with-outen  ho 
And  seyde,  he  wolde  in  trouthe  alwey  him 

holde ; — 
And  radde  it  over,  and  gan  the  lettre 

folde.  1085 

156.  And  with  his  salte  teres  gan  he  bathe 
The  ruby  in  his  si^et,  and  it  sette 
Upon  the  wex  deliverliche  and  rathe ; 
Ther-with  a  thousand  tymes,  er  he  letto, 
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He  kiste  the  the  lettre  that  he  shette,  1090 
And  seyde,  *  lettre,  a  blisfdl  destenee 
Thee  ahapen  is,  my  lady  ahal  thee  see.' 

lo7.  This  Pandare  took  the  lettre,  and 

that  by  tyxne 
A-morwe,  and  to  his  neces  paleys  sterte, 
And  fute  he  swoor,  that  it  was  passed 

pryme,  1095 

And  gan  to  jape,  and  seyde,  *  y-wis,  myn 

herte, 
So  fresh  it  is,  al-thongh  it  sore  smerte, 
I  may  not  slei>e  never  a  Mayes  morwe ; 
I  have  a  joly  wo,  a  lusty  sorwe.' 

158.  Criseyde,  whan  that  she  hir  uncle 
herde,  1 100 

With  dreedful  herte,  and  desirous  to  here 
The  cause  of  his  cominge,  thus  answerde, 
'Now  by  your  feyth,  myn  uncle,'  quod 

she,  *dere, 
What  maner  windes  gydeth  yow   now 

here  ?  1 104 

Tel  us  your  joly  wo  and  your  penaunce. 
How  ferforth  be  ye  put  in  loves  daunce.' 

159.  *  By  god,'  quod  he,  *  I  hoppe  alwey 
bihinde ! ' 

And  she  to-laugh,  it  thoughte  hir  herte 

breste. 
Quod  Pandarus,  *  loke  alwey  that  ye  finde 
Game  in  myn  hood,  but  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste ;  mo 

Ther  is  right  now  come  in-to  tounea  geste, 
A  Greek  espye,  and  telleth  newe  thinges. 
For  which  come  I  to  telle  yow  tydinges. 

160.  Into  the  gardin  go  we,  and  we  shal 
here, 

Al  prevely,  of  this  a  long  sermoun. '  1 1 15 
With  that  they  wenten  arm  in  arm  y-fere 
In-to  the  gardin  from  the  chaumbre  doun. 
And  whan  that  he  so  fer  was  that  the 

Boun 
Of  that  he  speke,  no  man  here  mighte, 
He  seyde  hir  thus,  and  out  the  lettre 

plighte,  1120 

161.  '  Lo,  he  that  is  al  hoolly  youres  free 
Him  recomaundeth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  sent  to  you  this  lettre  here  by  me  ; 
Avyseth  you  on  it,  whan  ye  lian  spaco, 


And  of  Bom  goodly  answere  yow  purchaco ; 
Or,  helpe  me  god,  so  pleynly  for  to  seyne. 
He  may  not  longe  liven  for  his  peyne.' 

162.  Ful  dredfully  tho  gan  she  stonde 

stille. 
And  took  It  nought,  but  al  hir  humble 

chere 
Gan  for  to  channge,  and  seyde,  *  sent  ne 

bUle,  1 1 30 

For  love   of  god,  that  toucheth   swich 

matere, 
Ne    bring    me    noon;    and    also,  uncle 

dere. 
To  m3ni  estat  have  more  reward,  I  preye. 
Than  to  his  lust;   what  sholde  I  more 

seye? 

168.  And  loketh  now  if  this  be  reson- 

able,  iii5 

And  letteth  nought,   for  favour  ne  for 

slouthe. 
To  sejrn  a  sooth ;  now  were  it  covenable 
To  vayn  estat,  by  god,  and  by  your  trouthe. 
To  taken  it,  or  to  han  of  him  routhe. 
In  harming  of  my-self  or  in  ropreve  ?   t  1 40 
Ber  it  a-yein,  for  him  that  ye  on  leve  ! ' 

164.  This  Pandarus  gan  on  hir   for  to 
stare, 

And  seyde,   *now    is   this    the    grettest 

wonder 
That  ever  I  sey  !  lat  be  this  nyce  fare  ! 
To  deethe  mote  I  smiten  be  with  thonder, 
If,   for  the  citee  which    that    stondeth 

yonder,  1146 

Wolde  I  a  lettre  un-to  yow  bringe  or  take 
To  harm  of  yow ;  what  list  yow  thus  it 

make  ? 

165.  But  thus  ye  faren,  wel  neigh  alle  and 
some,  1 149 

That  he  that  most  desireth  yow  to  serve. 
Of  him  ye  recche  leest  wher  he  bioome. 
And  whether  that  he  live  or  elles  sterve. 
But  for  al  that  that  ever  I  may  deserve, 
Befuse  it  nought,'  quod  he,  and  hente  hir 

iaste, 
And  in  hir  bosom,  the  lettre  doun  he 

thraste,  1  i.'i.s 
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166.  And  seyde  hir,  *now  cast  it  away 

anoon, 
That  folk  may  seen  and  ^oren  on  ns 

tweye.' 
Qaod  she,  '  I  can  al^de  til  they  be  goon,' 
And  gan  to  smyle,  and  seyde  him,  *  eem, 

I  preye, 
Swich  answere  as  yow  list  yourself  pur- 


veye, 


1160 


For  trewely  I  nil  no  lettre  wryte.' 

*■  No  ?  than  wol  I,'  quod  he,  *■  so  ye  endyte.' 

167.  Therwith  she  longh,  and  seyde,  *  go 
we  dyne.' 

And  he  gan  at  him-aelf  to  jape  faste,  1164 
And  seyde,  '  neoe,  I  have  so  greet  a  pyne 
For  love,  that  eveiy  other  day  I  faste ' — 
And  gan  his  beste  japes  forth  to  oaste ; 
And  made  hir  so  to  langhe  at  his  folye, 
That  she  for  laughter  wende  for  to  dye. 

168.  And  whan  that  she  was  oomen  in-to 
halle,  1 170 

'  Now,  eem,'  quod  she,  *  we  wol  go  dyne 


anoon 


.  I 


And  gan  some  of  hir  women  to  hir  calle, 
And  streyght  in>to  hir  chaumbre  gan  she 

goon; 
But  of  hir  besinesses,  this  was  oon 
A-monges  othere  thinges,  oat  of  drede, 
Ful  prively  this  lettre  for  to  rede  ;       1 176 

109.  Ayysed  word  by  word  in  every  lyne, 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  thonghte  he  coude 

good; 
And  np  it  pntte,  and  went  hir  in  to  dyne. 
And  Fandaros,  that  in  a  study  stood,  1 180 
£r  he  was  war,  she  took  him  by  the 

hood, 
And  seyde,  *3re  were  caught  er  that  ye 

wiste ; ' 
*I  youche  sauf,' quod  he,  *do  what  yow 

liste.' 

170.  Tho  wesshen  they,  and  sette  hem 

doun  and  ete ; 
And  after  noon  ful  sleyly  Pandarus    1185 
Qan  drawe  him  to  the  window  next  the 

strete, 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  who  hath  arayed  thus 
The  yonder  hous,  that  stant  afor-y^pi  us? ' 


*  Which  hous  ?  *  quod  she,  and  gan  for  to 

biholde, 
And  knew  it  wel,  and  whos  it  was  him 
tolde,  1 190 

171.  And  fillen  forth  in  speche  of  thinges 
smale, 

And  seten  in  the  window  bothe  tweye. 
Whan  Pandarus  saw  tyme  im-to  his  tale, 
And  saw  wel  that  hir  folk  were   alle 

aweye, 
'Now,  nece  myn,  tel  on,'  quod  he,  *I 

seye,  1195 

How  lyketh  yow  the  lettre  that  ye  woot  ? 
Can  he  the]M>n?  for,  l^  mj  trouthe,  I 

noot.' 

172.  Therwith  al  ro^  hewed  tho  wex  she. 
And  gan  to  hunune,  and  seyde,  *8o  I 

trowe.* 

*  Aquyte  him  wel,  for  goddes  love,'  quod 

he;  ijoo 

'  l(y-self  to  medes  wol  the  lettre  sowe,' 
And  held  his  hondes  up,  and  sat  on 

knowe, 
*■  Now,  goode  nece,  be  it  never  so  lyte, 
Yif  me  the  labour,  it  to  sowe  and  plyte.' 

178.  *Te,  for  I  can  so  wryte,'  quod  she 
tho  ;  "    1205 

'And  eek  I  noot  what  I  sholde  to  him 
seye.' 

'  Nay,  neoe,'  quod  Fandare,  '  sey  not  so ; 

Yet  at  the  leste  thanketh  him,  I  preye, 

Of  his  good  wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deye. 

Now  for  the  love  of  me,  my  neoe  dere,  i  a  10 

Befuseth  not  at  this  tyme  my  preyere.' 

174.  '  Depar-dieux^*  quod  she, '  god  leve  al 
be  wel ! 

God  helpe  me  so,  this  is  the  firsts  lettre 
That  ever  I  wroot,  ye,  al  or  any  deL' 
And  in-to  a  closet,  for  to  Kvyae  hir  bettre, 
She  wonte  allone,  and  gan  hir  herte  un- 
fettre  1216 

Out  of  disdajmes  prison  but  a  l3Tt«; 
And  sette  hir  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  wryte, 

175.  Of  which  to  telle  in  short  is  myn 
entente  1219 

Th'effect,  as  fer  as  I  can  understonde : — 
She  thonked  him  of  al  that  he  wel  monte 
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Towardes  hir,  bat  holdeu  him  in  honde 
She  nolde  nought,  ne  make  hir-selven 

bonde 
In  love,  bat  as  his  saster,  him  to  plese, 
She  wolde  fayn,  to  doon  his  herte  an  ese. 

176.  She  shette  it,  and  to  Pandarus  gan 
goon,  1226 

There  as  he  sat  and  loked  in-to  strete, 
And  doon  she  sette  hir  by  him  on  a  stoon 
Of  jaspre,  up-on  a  quisshin  gold  y-bete, 
And  seyde,  'as  vnaly  helpe  me  god  the 

grete,  1230 

I  never  dide  a  thing  with  more  peyne 
Than  wryte  this,  to  which  ye  me  con^ 

streyne ; ' 

177.  And  took  it  him :  he  thonked  hir 
and  seyde, 

'God  woot,  of  thing  fal  ofbe  looth  bigonne 
Cometh  ende  good;  and  neoe  myn,  Cri- 

seyde,  1235 

That  ye  to  him  0/  hard  now  ben  y-wonne 
Onghte  he  be  glad,  by  god  and  yonder 

Sonne! 
For-why   men    seyth,    '*  impre88ioaxi[e]8 

lighte 
Fal  lightly  been  ay  redy  to  the  flighte.'* 

178.  Bat  ye  han  pleyed  tyraunt  neigh  to 
longe,  1240 

And  hard  was  it  jroar  herte  for  to  grave ; 
Now  stint,  that  ye  no  longer  on  it  honge, 
Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  daanger  save. 
Bat  hasteth  yow  to  doon  him  joye  have ; 
For  trasteth  wel,  to  longe  y-doon  hard- 
nesse  1245 

Caoseth  despyt  fal  often,  for  distresse. ' 

170.  And  right  as  they  deolamed  this 

maiere, 
Lo,  Troilos,  right  at  the  stretes  ende, 
Ck>m  ryding  with  his  tenthe  some  y-fere, 
Alsofte]y,andthid6rwardganbende  1250 
Ther-as  they  sete,  as  was  his  wey  to  wende 
To  paleys-ward ;  and  Pandare  him  aspyde. 
And  s^yde, '  neoe,  y-see  who  cometh  here 

ryde! 

190.  O  flee  not  in,  he  seeth  as,  I  sappose ; 
Lest  he  may  thinke  that  ye  him  eschawe.* 


'  Nay,  nay,'  qaod  she,  and  wex  as  reed  as 
rose.  1256 

With  that  he  gan  hir  hambly  to  salawe, 
With  dreediVil  chere,  and  ofte  his  hewes 

mawe ; 
And  ap  his  look  debonairly  he  caste. 
And  bekked  on  Pandare,  and  forth  he 
paste.  1260 

181.  Gk>dwootif  hesatonhishorsa-right, 
Or  goodly  was  beseyn,  that  ilke  day  ! 
GK>d    woot   wher   he  was  lyk  a  manly 

knight ! 
What  Isolde  I  drecche,   or  telle  of  his 

aray? 
Criseyde,  which  that  alle  these  thinges 

say,  1265 

To  telle  in  short,  hir  lyked  al  y-fere, 
His  persone,  his  aray,  his  look,  his  chere, 

182.  His  goodly  manere  and  his  gentU- 
lesse. 

So  wel,  that  never,  sith  that  she  was  bom, 
Ne  hadde  she  swich  roathe  of  his  dis- 
tresse ;  1270 
And  how-so  she  hath  hard  ben  her-bifom. 
To  god  hope  I,  she  hath  now  caoght  a 

thorn. 
She  shal  not  palle  it  oat  this  nexte  wyke ; 
God  sends  mo  swich  thornes  on  to  pyke  ! 

188.  Pandare,  which  that  stood  hir  faste 

by,  1275 

Felte  iren  hoot,  and  he  bigan  to  smyte, 
And  seyd6,  '•  nece,  I  pray  yow  hertely, 
Tel  me  that  I  shal  axen  yow  a  lyte. 
A  womman,  that  were  of  his  deeth  to 

wyte, 
With-oaten  his  gilt,  bat  for  hir  lakked 

roathe,  laHo 

Were  it  wel  doon  ? '    Quod  she,  '  nay,  by 

my  trouthe ! ' 

184.  '  God  helpe  me  so,'  quod  he,  '  ye  sey 

me  sooth. 
Ye  felen  wel  yoor-self  that  I  not  lye ; 
Lo,  yond  he  rit ! '    Quod  she,  '  ye,  so  he 

dooth.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  Pandare,  '  as  I  have  told  yow 

thrye,  1285 

Lat  be  your  nyce  shame  and  yoar  folye, 
And  spek  with  him  in  esing  of  his  herte  ] 
Lat  nycetee  not  do  yow  bothe  smerte.' 
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186.  But  ther-on  was  to  heven  and  to 

done; 
Considered  al  thing,  it  may  not  be  ;    lapo 
And  why,  for  shame ;  and  it  were  eek'  to 

sone 
To  graunten  him  so  greet  a  libertee. 
*  For  playnly  hir  entente,'  as  seyde  she, 
Was  for  to  love  him  nnwist,  if  she  mighte, 
And  gnerdon  him  with  no-thing  but  with 

sighte.'  1395 

186.  Bat  Pandams  thonghte,  ^  it  shal  not 
be  so, 

If  that  I  may  ;  this  nyce  opinioim 
Shal  not  be  holden  fally  yeres  two.* 
What  sholde  I  make  of  this  a  long  ser- 

monn? 
He  moste  assente  on  that  oonclnsionn  1300 
As  forthetyme ;  and  whan  that  it  was  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his  leve. 

187.  And  on  his  wey  ftil  faste  homward  he 
spedde, 

And  right  for  joye  he  felte  his  herte 

daunce; 
And  TroUus  he  fond  alone  a-bedde,  1305 
That  lay  as  dootli   these  loveres,  in  a 

traunoe, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  derk  desesperannce. 
Bat  Pandams,  right  at  his  in-cominge, 
He  song,  as  who  seyth,  'lo!   somwhat 

I  bringe.* 

188.  And  seyde,  '  who  is  in  his  bed  so 
sone  1310 

Y-baried  thus ? '     'It  am  I,  freend,'  qaod 

he. 
'Who,  Troilos?   nay  helpe  me  so   the 

mone,' 
Qaod  Pandaros, '  thoa  shalt  aryse  and  see 
A  ohaxme  that  was  sent  right  now  to  thee, 
The  which  can  helen  thee  of  thyn  ac- 

oesse,  1315 

If  thou  do  forth-with  al  thy  besinesse.' 

189.  *Ye,   through  the  might  of  god!' 
qaod  Troilus. 

And  Pandarus  gan  him  the  lettre  take, 
And  seyde,  '  pardee,  god  hath  holpen  us  ; 
Have  here  a  light,  and  loke  on  al  this 
blake.'  1320 

But  ofte  gan  the  herte  glade  and  quake 


Of  Troilus,  whyl  that  he  gan  it  rede, 

So  as  the  wordes  yave  him  hope  or  drede. 

190.  But  fynally,  he  took  al  for  the  beste 
That  she  him  wroot,  for  sumwhat  he  hi- 

held  1335 

On  which,  him  thoughte,  he  mighte  his 

herte  reste, 
Al  covered  she  the  wordes  under  sheld. 
Thus  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held, 
That,  what  for  hope  and  Pandaras  bi- 

heste, 
His  grete  wo  for-yede  he  at  the  leste.  1330 

191.  But  as  we  may  alday  our-selven  see, 
Through  more  wode  or  col,  the  more  fyr; 
Right  so  encrees  of  hope,  of  what  it  be, 
Therwith  Ail  ofte  encreseth  eek  deqyr; 
Or,  as  an  ook  cometh  of  a  litel  sp3rr,     1335 
So  through  this  lettre,  which  that  she 

him  sente, 
Encresen  gan  de^yr,  of  which  he  brent«. 

192.  Wherfore  I  soye  alwey ,  that  day  and 
night 

This  Troilus  gan  to  desiren  more 

Than  he  dide  erst,  thurgh  hope,  and  dide 

his  might  1340 

To  pressen  on,  as  by  Pandarus  lore, 
And  wryten  to  hir  of  his  sorwes  sore 
Fro  day  to  day  ;  he  leet  it  not  refreyde, 
That  by  Pandare  he  wroot  somwhat  or 

seyde ; 

198.  And  dide  also  his  othere  obser- 
vaunoes  134.5 

That  to  a  lovere  longeth  in  this  cas ; 

And,  after  that  these  dees  tumede  on 
chaunces, 

So  WB8  he  outher  glad  or  seyde  '  alias ! ' 

And  held  aft«r  his  gestes  ay  his  pas  ; 

And  aftir  swiche  answeres  as  he  hadde, 

So  were  his  dayes  sory  outher  gladde.   1 35 1 

1 94.  But  to  Pandare  alwey  was  his  reconrs, 
And  pitously  gan  ay  til  him  to  pleyne, 
And   him   bisoughte  of   rede   and   som 

socours; 
And  Pandarus,  that  sey  his  wode  peyne, 
Wex  wel  neigh  deed  for  routhe,  sooth  to 

seyne,  1356 
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And  bisily  with  al  his  herte  caite 

Som  of  hifi  wo  to  sleen,  and  that  aa  faste ; 

195.  And  seyde,  ^lord,  and  freend,  and 
brother  dere, 

Gkxl  woot  that  thy  disese  doth  me  wo.  1360 
But  woltow  stinten  al  this  wofol  chere, 
And,  by  my  troathe,  or  it  be  dayes  two, 
And  god  to-fom,  yet  shal  I  shape  it  so, 
That  thou  shalt  oome  in-to  a  oertayn 

place, 
Ther-as  thou  mayst  thy-self  hir  preye  of 

graoe.  1365 

196.  And  certainly,  I  noot  if  thou  it  wo0t) 
But  tho  that  been  expert  in  love  it  seye. 
It  ia  oon  of  the  thinges  that  fiirthereth 

most, 
A  man  to  have  a  leyser  for  to  preye, 
And  siker  place  his  wo  for  to  biwreye ;  1370 
For  in  good  herte  it  moot  som  roathe 

impresse, 
To  here  and  see  the  giltles  in  distresse. 

197.  Parannter  thenkestow:    though  it 
be  so 

That  kinde  wolde  doon  hir  to  biginne 
To  han  a  maner  ronthe  up-on  my  wo,    1375 
Sejrth  Dannger,   ^'Nay,  thou    shalt  me 

never  winne ; 
So  reolcth  hir  hir  hertes  goost  with-inne. 
That,  though  she  bende,  yet  she  stant  on 

rote; 
What  in  effect  is  this  un-to  my  bote  ?" 

198.  Thenk  here-ayeins,  whan  that  the 
sturdy  00k,  1380 

On  which  men  hakketh   ofte,   for  the 

nones, 
Rec6yve<l  hath  the  happy  falling  strook. 
The  grete  sweigh  doth  it  come  al  at  ones, 
As  doon  these  rokkes  or  these  milne-stones. 
For  swifter  cours  cometh  thing  that  is  of 

wighte,  1385 

Whan  it  descendeth,  than  don  thinges 

lighte. 

199.  And  reed  that  boweth  doun  for  every 
blast, 

Fnl  lightly,  cesso  wind,  it  wol  axyse ; 
But  so  nil  not  an  00k  whan  it  is  cast ; 
Itnedeth  me  nought  thee  longe  to  forbyse. 


Menshalrejoysenofagreetempiyse  1391 
Acheved  wel,  and  stant  with-outen  doute, 
Al  han  men  been  the  lenger  ther-aboute. 

200.  But,  Troilus,  yet  tel  me,  if  thee  lest, 
A  thing  now  which  that  I  shal   axen 

thee;  i39S 

Which  is  thy  brother  that  thou  lovest 

best 
As  in  thy  verray  hertes  privetee  ? ' 
'  Y-wis,  my  brother  Deiphebus,'  quod  he. 
*Now,'  quod  Fftndare,  *er  houres  twyes 

twelve, 
He  shal  thee  ese,  unwist  of  it  him-selve. 

201.  Now  lat  me  allone,  and  werken  as 
I  may,'  140* 

Quod  he;  and  to  Deiphebus  wente  he  tho 
Which  hadde  his  lord  and  grete  freend 

ben  ay; 
Save  Troilus,  no  man  he  lovede  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
Quod  Pandarus,  *  I  pray  yow  that  ye  be 
Freend  to  a  cause  which  that  toucheth 

me.*  1407 

202.  ^Tis,  pardee,'  quod  Deiphebus,  'wel 
thow  wost, 

In  al  that  ever  I  may,,  and  god  to-fore, 
Al  nere  it  but  for  man  I  love  most,       14 10 
My  brother  Troilus;  but  sey  wherfore 
It  is ;  for  sith  that  day  that  I  was  bore, 
I  nas,  ne  never-mo  to  been  I  thinke, 
Ayeins  a  thing  that  mighte  thee  for- 
thinke.' 

208.  Pandare  gan  him  thonke,  and  to 
him  aeyde,  14 15 

'Lo,  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toun, 
That  is  my  nece,  and  called  ia  Criseyde, 
Which  som  men  wolden  doon  oppressioun, 
And  wrongfully  have  hir  possessioun  : 
Wherfor  I  of  your  lordship  yow  biseche 
To    been    our    freend,    with-oute    more 
speche.'  H^* 

204.  Deiphebus  him  answerde,  *  O,  is  not 

this. 
That    thow    spekest     of    to    me    thus 

straungely, 
Criseyda,  my  freend  ?*    He  seyde,  *  Tis.' 
'Than  nedeth,'  quod  Deiphebus  hardely, 
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Na-more  to  speke,  for  trusteth  wel,  that  I 
Wol  be  hir  oliampioun  "with  spore  and 

yerde ;  1427 

I  roaghte  nought  thoogli  alle  bir  fooe  it 

berde 

205.  But  tel  me,  thou  that  woost  oX  this 
matere, 

How  I  mipfht  beat  avaylen  ?  now  lat  see.' 
Qnod  Pftndarua,  *if  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Wolden  as  now  don  this  honour  to  me, 
To  prayen  hir  to-niorwe.  lo,  that  she 
Com  un-to  yow  hir  pleynt^s  to  devjrse, 
Hir  adversaries  wolde  of  hit  a^ryse.     1 435 

206.  And  if  I  more  dorste  preye  as  now, 
And  charg^en  yow  to  have  so  g^eet  tra- 

vayle, 
To  ban  som  of  your  bretheren  here  with 

yow, 
Tliat  migbten  to  hir  cause  bet  avayle, 
Than,  "woot  I  wel,  she  mighte  never  fayle 
For  to  be  holpen,  what  at  your  instaunce, 
Wliat  with  hir  othere  freendes  govem- 

aunce.'  ,442 

207.  Deiphebus,  which  that  comen  was, 
of  kinde. 

To  al  honour  and  bountee  to  consente, 
Answerde,  •it  shat  be  doon ;  and  I  can 

finde  ,445 

Yet  gretter  help  to  this  in  myn  entente. 
What  wolt  thow  seyn,  if  I  for  Eleyne 

sente 
To  speke  of  this?  I  trow  it  be  the  beste ; 
For  she  may  leden  Paris  as  hir  leste. 

208.  Of  Ector,  which  that  is  my  lord,  my 
brother,  1450 

It  nedeth  nought  to  preye  him  freeud 

to  be ; 
For  I  have  herd  him,  o  tyme  and  eek other, 
Sjwke  of  Criseyde  swich  honour,  that  he 
May  seyn  no  bet,  swich  hap  to  him  hath 

she. 
It    neileth    nought    his    helpes    for    to 

crave ;  ,455 

He  shal  be  swich,  right  ns  we  wole  liim 
have. 

209.  Spek  thou  thy-self  also  to  Troilus 
On  my  bihalve,  and  pray  him  with  us  1 
dyne.' 


'  Sire,  al  this  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Pan- 

darus; 
And  took  his  leve,  and  never  gan   to 

fyi^e,  1460 

But  to  his  neoes  hous,  aa  streght  as  lyne. 
He  com ;  and  fond  hir  fro  the  mete  aryse ; 
And  sette  him  doun,  and  spak  right  in 

this  wyse. 

210.  He  seyde,   *0  veray  god,  so  have 
I roune ! 

Ijo,  nece  myn,  see  ye  nought  how  I  swete? 
I  noot  whether  ye  the  more  thank  me 

coune.  1466 

Be  ye  nought  war  how  that  fain  Poliphete 
Is  now  aboute  eft-sones  for  to  plete, 
And  bringe  on  yow  advocacyte  newe  ? ' 
'  I  ?  no,'  quod  she,  and  chaunged  al  hir 

hewe.  1470 

211.  'What  is  he  more  aboute,   me  to 
drecche 

And  doon  me  wrong?  what  shal  I  do, 

alias? 
Yet  of  him-self  no-thing  ne  woldelrecche, 
Neve  it  for  Antenor  and  Eneas, 
That  been  his  freendes  in  swich  maner 

CM ;  1475 

But,  for  the  love  of  god,  myn  uncle  dere, 
No  fors  of  that,  lat  him  have  al  y-fere ; 

212   With-outen  that,  I  liave  ynou^h  for 

us.' 
'  Nay,'  quod  Pandare,  •  it  shal  no-thing 

be  so  147CJ 

For  I  have  been  right  now  at  Deiphebus, 
And  Ector,  and  mj^e  othere  lordes  mo, 
And  shortly  maked  eche  of  hem  his  fo ; 
That,  by  my  thrift,  he  shal  it  never  winne 
For  ou^ht  he  can,  whan  that  so  he  bi- 

ginne.' 

218.  And  as  they  casten  what  was  best  to 
done,  1485 

DeiphebuB,  of  his  owene  curtasye. 
Com  hir  to  preye,  in  his  propre  persone. 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  company e 
At  diner,  which  she  nolde  not  denye. 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  preyere  obeye.  i4t;o 
He  thonked  hir,  and  wente  up-on  his 
weye. 
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214.  Whanne  this  was  doon,  this  Pandare 
up  a-noon, 

To  telle  in  short,  and  forth  gan  for  to 

wende 
To  Troilos,  as  stille  as  any  stoon, 
And  al  this  thing  he  tolde  him,  word  and 

ende ;  1495 

And  how  that  he  Deiphebus  gan  to  blende ; 
And  seyde  him,  *  now  is  tyme,  if  that  thou 

conne, 
To  bere  thee  wel  to-morwe,  and  al  is 

wonne. 

215.  Now  spek,  now  prey,  now  pitonsly 
oompleyne ; 

Lat  not  for  n>'ce  shame,  or  drede,  or 
slonthe ;  1500 

Som-tyme  a  man  mot  telle  his  owene 
peyne ; 

Bileve  it,  and  she  shal  han  on  thee  ronthe ; 

Thou  shalt  be  saved  by  thy  feyth,  in 
trouthe. 

But  wel  wot  I,  thou  art  now  in  a  drede  ; 

And  what  it  is,  I  leye,  I  can  arede.      1505 

216.  Thow  thinkest  now,  '*how  sholde 
I  doon  al  this  ? 

For  by  my  chores  mosten  folk  aspye. 
That  for  hir  love  is  that  I  fare  a-mis; 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  unwist  for  sorwe  dye.** 
Now  thenk  not  so,  for  thou  dost  greet 
folye.  1510 

For  right  now  have  I  fonnden  o  manere 
Of  sleighte,  for  to  eoveren  al  thy  chore. 

217.  Tliow  shalt  gon  over  night,  and  that 
as  blyve, 

Un-to  Deiphebus  hous,  as  thee  to  pleye, 
Thy  maladye  a-wey  the  bet  to  dryve,  1515 
For-why  thou  semest  syk,  soth  for  to  seye. 
Sone  after  that,  doun  in  thy  bed  thee  leye. 
And  sey,  thow  mayst  no  lenger  up  endure, 
And  lye  right  there,  and  byde  thyn  aven- 
ture. 

218.  Sey  that  thy  fever  is  wont  thee  for ' 
to  take  152U 

The  same  tyme,  and  lasten  til  a-morwe ; 
And  lat  see  now  how  wel  thou  canst 

it  make. 
For,  par-dee,  syk  is  he  that  is  in  sorwe. 


Go  now,  farewel!    and,  Venus  here  to 

borwe,  15^4 

I  hope,  and  thou  this  purpos  holde  ferme, 

Thy  grace  she  shal  fully  ther  conferme.' 

219.  Quod  TroiluB,  ^y-wis,  thou  nedelees 
Counseylest  me,  that  sykliche  I  me  feyne ! 
For  I  am  syk  in  emest,  doutelees, 

So  that  wel  neigh  I  sterve  for  the  peyne.' 
Quod  Pandarus,  *thou  shalt  the  bettre 

pleyne,  i53» 

And  hast  the  lasse  nede  to  countrefete ; 
For  him  men  demen  hoot  that  men  seen 

swete. 

220.  Lo,  holde  thee  at  thy  triste  cloos, 
and  I 

Shal  wel  the  deer  un-to  thy  bowe  dryve.' 
Therwith  lie  took  his  leve  al  softely,     1536 
And  Troilus  to  paleys  wente  blyve. 
So  glad  ne  was  he  never  in  al  liis  lyve ; 
And  to  Pandarus  reed  gan  al  assente. 
And  to  Deiphebus    hous    at    night    he 
wente.  1540 

221.  What  nedeth  yow  to  teUen  al  the 
chere 

That  Deiphebus  un-to  his  brother  made. 
Or  his  acoesse,  or  his  syklioh  manere, 
How  men  gan  him  with  clothes  for  to 

lade, 
Whan  he  was  leyd,  and  how  men  wolde 

him  glade  ?  ^^45 

But  al  for  nought,  he  held  forth  ay  the 

wyse 
Tliat  ye  han  herd  Pandare  er  this  devyse. 

222.  But  certeyn  is,  er  Troilus  him  leyde, 
Deiphebus  had  him  prayed,  over  night. 
To  been  a  freend  and  helping  to  Criseyde. 
God  woot,  that  he  it  grauntede  anon- 
right,  i55» 

To  been  hir  ftdle  freend  with  al  his  might. 
But  swich  a  nede   was    to   preye  him 

tlionne, 
As  for  to  bidde  a  wood  man  for  to  reune. 

228.  The  morwen  com,  and  neighen  gan 

the  tyme  1555 

Of  meel-tyd,  that  the  faire  queue  Eleyne 

Shoop  hir  to  been,  an  houre  after  the 

pryme. 
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With  Deiphebiifl,    to  whom   she   nolde 

feyne ; 
But  as  his  snster,  hoomly,  8ooth  to  seyne, 
She  com  to  diner  in  hir  playn  entente.  1560 
But  god  and  Pandare  wiste  al  what  this 

mente. 

2*24.  Come  eek  Criseyde,  al  innocent  of 

this, 
Antigone,  hir  sister  Tarbe  also ; 
But  flee  we  now  prolixitee  best  is, 
For  love  of  god,  and  lat  us  faste  go     1565 
Right  to  the  effect,  with-oute  tales  mo. 
Why  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place  ; 
And  lat  us  of  hir  saluinges  pace. 

225.  Gret  honour  dide  hem  Deiphebus, 
certeyn, 

And  fedde  hem  wel  with  al  that  mighte 
lyke.  1570 

But  ever-more,  *  alias ! '  was  his  refresm, 
*  My  goode  brother  Troilus,  the  syke, 
Lyth  yet' — and  therwith-al  he  gan  to 

syke; 
And  after  that,  he  j^eyncd  him  to  glade 
Hem  as  he  mighte,  and  chere  good  he 
made.  1575 

226.  Compleynod  eek  Eleyne  of  his  syk- 
nesse 

Sckfeithfully,  that  pitee  was  to  here, 
And  every  wight  gan  waxen  for  accesse 
A  leche  anoon,  and  seyde,  '  in  this  manere 
Men  curen  folk  ;  this  charme  I  wol  yow 

lere.'  1580 

But  there  sat  oon,  al  list  hir  nought  to 

teche. 
That  thoughte,  best  coude  I  yet  been  his 

leche. 

227.  After  compleynt,  him  gonnen  they 
to  preyse. 

As  folk  don  yet,  whan  som  wight  hath 

bigonne 
To  preyse  a  man,  and  up  with  prys  him 

reyso  1585 

A  thousand  fold  yet  hyer  than  the  sonne : — 
'  He  is,  he  can,  that  fewe  lordes  conne.' 
And  Pandams,  of  that  they  wolde  afferme, 
Ho  not  for-gat  hir  preysing  to  conferme. 


228.  Herde  al  this  thing   Criseyde  wel 
y-nough,  1590 

And  every  word  gan  for  to  notifye ; 

For  which  with  sobre  chere  hir  herte 

lough; 
For  who  is  that  ne  wolde  hir  gloiifye, 
To  mowen  swich  a  knight  don  live  or 

dye? 
But  al  passe  I,  lest  ye  to  longe  dweUe ;  1595 
For  for  o  fyn  is  al  that  ever  I  telle. 

229.  The  tyme  com,  fro  diner  for  to  ryae, 
And,  as  hem  oughte,  arisen  everychoon, 
And  gonne  a  whyl  of  this  and  that  devyse. 
But  Pandarus  brak  al  this  speche  anoon, 
And  seyde  to  Deiphebus,  *  wole  ye  goon, 
If  yonrfi  wille  be,  as  I  yow  preyde,  1602 
To  speke  here  of  the  nedes  of  Criseyde  ? ' 

230.  Kleyne,  which  that  by  the  hond  hir 
held, 

Took  first  the  tale,  and  seyde,  *go  we 
blyve;'  i6t)5 

And  goodly  on  Criseyde  she  biheld. 
And  seyde,  '  Joves  lat  him  never  thiyve, 
That  dooth  yow  harm,  and  bringe  him 

sone  of  lyve ! 
And  yeve  me  sorwe,  but  he  shal  it  rewe. 
If  that  I  may,  and  alle  folk  bo  trewe.'  1610 

281.  *  Tel  thou  thy  neces  cas,'  quod  Dei- 

phebus 
To  Pandarus,   *for  thou  canst   best   it 

teUe.*— 
'  My  lordes  and  my  ladyes,  it  stant  thus ; 
What  sholde  I  longer,*  quod  he,  '  do  yow 

dwelle?' 
He  rong  hem  out  a  proces  lyk  a  belle,    1 6 15 
Up-on  hir  fo,  that  highte  Poliphete, 
So  hSynous,  that  men  mighte  on  it  spete. 

232.  Answerde  of  this  ech  worse  of  hem 

than  other, 
And    Poliphete    they    gonnen    thus    to 

warien, 
'An-honged  be  swich  oon,  were  he  my 

brother ;  1620 

And  so  he  shal,  for  it  ne  may  not  varien.' 
What  sholde  I  longer  in  this  tale  tarien  ? 
Pleynly,  alle  at  ones,  they  hir  highten. 
To  been  hir  helpe  in  al  that  ever  they 

mighten. 
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233.  Spak  than  Eleyne,  and  seyde,  *  Pan- 

darus,  1625 

Woot  ought  my  lord,  my  brother,  thin 

matere, 
I  mene,  Ector  ?  or  woot  it  Troilns  ? ' 
He  seyde,  *  ye,  but  wole  ye  now  me  here  ? 
He  thinketh  this,  sith  Troilns  is  here, 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  wolde  assente,  1630 
She  toldehir-self  himal  this,  ershe  wente. 

284.  For  he  wole  have  the  more  hir  grief 
at  herte, 

By  cause,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is  ; 

And,  by  your  leve,  I  wol  but  right  in 

sterte, 
And   do  yow  wite,  and  that  anoon,  y- 

wis,  1635 

If  that  he  slepe,  or  wole  ought  here  of 

this.' 
And  in  he  lepte,  and  seyde  him  in  his 

ere, 
*God  have  thy  soule,  y-brought  have  I 

thy  here ! ' 

285.  To  smylen  of  this  gan  tho  Troilus, 
And  Pandarus,  with-oute  rekeninge,  1640 
Out  wente  anoon  t'  Eleyne  and  Deiphebus, 
And  seyde  hem,  'so  there  be  no  taryinge, 
Np  more  pres,  he  wol  wel  that  ye  bringe 
CrisPyda,  my  lady,  that  is  here  ; 

And  as  he  may  endnren,  he  wole  here.  1 64  5 

236.  But  wel  ye  woot,  the  chaumbre  is 
but  lyte. 

And  fewe  folk  may  lightly  make  it  warm  ; 
Now  loketh  ye,  (for  I  wol  have  no  wyte. 
To  bringe  in  prees  that  mighte  doon  him 

harm 
Or  him  disesen,  for  my  bettre  arm),     1650 
AVher  it  be  hot  she  byde  til  eft-sones  ; 
Now  loketh  ye,  that  knowen  what  to 

doon  is. 

237.  I  sey  for  me,  best  is,  as  I  can  knowe. 
That  no  wight  in  ne  wente  but  ye  tweyo. 
But  it  were  I,  for  I  can ,  in  a  throwe,  1 6^5 
Beherce  hir  cas,  unlyk  that  she  can  seye ; 
And  after  this,  she  may  him  ones  preye 
To  ben  good  lord,  in  short,  and  take  hir 

leve; 
This  may  not  muchel  of  his  ese  him  reve. 


238.  And  eek,  for  she  is  straunge,  he  wol 
forbere  1660 

His  ese,  which  that  him  thar  nought  for 

yow; 
Eek  other  thing,  that  toucheth  not  to 

here, 
He  wol  me  telle,  I  woot  it  wel  right  now. 
That  secret  is,  and  for  the  tounes  prow.' 
And  they,  that  no-thing  knewe  of  this 

entente,  1665 

With-oute  more,  to  Troilus  in  they  wente. 

239.  Eleyne  in  al  hir  goodly  sofle  w>'se, 
Gan  him  saluwe,  and  womanly  to  pleye, 
And  seyde,  'ywis,  ye  moste  alweyes  arj'se ! 
Now  fayre  brother,  beth  al  hool,  I  preye  !  * 
And  gan  hir  arm  right  over  his  sholder 

leye,  1671 

And  him  with  al  hir  wit  to  recomforte ; 
As  she  best  coude,  she  gan  him  to  dis- 

porte. 

240.  So  after  this  quod  she,  'we  yow 
biseke. 

My  dere  brother,  Deiphebus,  and  I,  1675 
For  love  of  god,  and  so  doth  Pandare  eke, 
To   been    good  lord    and   freend,    right 

hertely, 
Un-to  Crisej'de,  which  that  certeinly 
Beceyveth  wrong,  as  woot  wel  here  Pan- 
dare, 
That  can  hir  cas  wel  bet  than  I  declare.' 

241.  This  Pandarus  gan  newe  his  tunge 
affyle,  1681 

And  al  hir  cas  reherce,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Whan  it  was  seyd,  sone  after,  in  a  whyle. 
Quod  Troilus,  '  as  sone  as  I  may  goon, 
I  wol  right  fayn  with  al  my  might  ben 

oon,  1685 

Have  god  my  trouthe,  hir  cause  to  sustene. ' 
'Good  thrift  have  ye,'  quod  Eleyne  the 

queue. 

242.  Quod  Pandarus,  'andityourwillebe. 
That  she  may  take  hir  leve,  er  that  she 

go?' 
'  Or  elles  god  for-bede,'  tho  quod  he,  1690 
'  If  that  she  vouch e  sauf  for  to  do  so.' 
And  with  that  word  quod  Troilus,  'ye  two, 
Deiphebus,  and  my  suster  leef  and  dere, 
To  yow  have  I  to  speke  of  o  matere, 


246 


^roiftts  anl  Cttuj^ 


[BookIL 


248.  To  been  nvsrsed  by  yonr  reecl  the 
bettre': —  1695 

And  fond,  as  hap  was,  at  his  beddes  heed, 
The  copie  of  a  tretis  and  a  lettre, 
That  Ector  hadde  him  sent  to  axon  reed, 
If  swich  a  man  was  worthy  to  ben  deed, 
Woot  I  nought  who  ;  bat  in  a  grisly  wyse 
He  preyede  hem  anoon  on  it  avyse.     1701 

244.  Deiphebns  gan  this  lettre  to  nnfolde 
In  emest  greet ;  so  dide  Eleyne  the  qnene ; 
And  rominge  ontward,  fast  it  gan  biholde. 
Downward   a   steyre,    in-to   an    herber 

grene.  1705 

This  ilke  thing  they  redden  hembi-twene; 
And  largely,  the  monntannoe  of  an  honre, 
They  gonne  on  it  to  reden  and  to  poore. 

245.  Now  lat  hem  rede,  and  tame  we 
anoon 

To  Fandarns,  that  gan  fdl  faste  prye  1710 
That  al  was  wel,  and  oat  he  gan  to  goon 
In-to  the  grete  chambre,  and  that  in  hye, 
And  seyde,  '  god  save  al  this  oompanye  ! 
Com,  nece  myn  ;  my  lady  qaene  Eleyne 
Abydeth  yow,  and  eek  my  lordes  tweyne. 

246.  Rjrs,  take  with  yow  yonr  neoe  An- 
tigone, 1716 

Or  whom  yow  list,  or  no  fors,  hardily  ; 
The  lasse  prees,  the  bet ;  com  forth  with 

me, 
And  loke  that  ye  thonke  homblely     1719 
Hem  alle  three,  and,  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Yonr  tyme  y-see,  taketh  of  hem  yonr  leve, 
Lest  we  to  longe  his  restes  him  bireve.' 

247.  Al  innocent  of  Fandarns  entente, 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  *  go  we,  uncle  dere ' ; 
And  arm  in  arm  inward  with  him  she 

wente,  1725 

Ayysed  wel  hir  wordes  and  hir  chere ; 
And  Fandarns,  in  emestfol  manere, 
Se3rde,  *  alle  folk,  for  goddes  love,  I  preye, 
Stinteth  right  here,  and  softely  yow  pleye. 


248.  Aviseth    yow  what  folk  ben    hero 
with-inne,  1730 

And  in  what  plyt  oon  is,  god  him  a- 

mende ! 
And  inward  thus  fal  softely  biginne ; 
Nece,  I  oonjare  and  heighly  yow  defende, 
On  his  half,  which  that  sowle  us  alle 

sende, 
And  in  the  vertne  of  coroanes  tweyne, 
Slee  nooght  this  man,  that  hath  for  yow 

this  peyne !  1736 

249.  fy  on  the  devel !  thenk  which  oon 
he  is, 

And  in  what  plyt  he  lyth  ;  com  of  anoon ; 
Thenk  al  swich  taried  tyd,  bat  lost  it  nis ! 
That  wol  ye  bothe  seyn,  whan  ye  ben  oon. 
Secoandelich,  ther  yet  dev>'neth  noon  1741 
Up-on  yow  two ;  com  of  now,  if  ye  conne ; 
Whyl  folk  is  blent,  lo,  al  the  tyme  is 
wonne! 

250.  In  titering,  and  porsaite,  and  de- 
layes, 

The  folk  devyne  at  wagginge  of  a  stree ; 
And  though  ye  wolde  han  after  merye 

dayes,  1746 

Than  dar  ye  nought,  and  why  ?  for  she, 

and  she 
Spak  swich  a  word ;  thus  loked  he,  and  he ; 
Lest  tyme  Iloste,  I  dar  not  with  yow  dele ; 
Com  of  therfore,  and  bringeth  him  to  hele.' 

261.  But  now  to  yow,  ye  lovers  that  ben 

here,  1751 

Was  Troilus  nought  in  a  cankedort, 
That  lay,  and  mighte  whispringe  of  hem 

here, 
And  thouf^te,  'O  lord,  right  now  renneth 

my  sort 
Pally  to  dye,  or  han  anoon  comfort' ;  1755 
And  was  the  flrste  tyme  he  shulde  hir 

preye 
Of  love ;  O  mighty  god,  what  shal  he  seye? 

Explicit  Secnndtw  Liber. 
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BOOK    III. 


Indpit  Prohemlam  Tercil  Libri. 

1.  O  BL.18FUL  ligM,  of  wliiche  the  bexnes 

clere 
Adometh  al  the  thridde  hevene  fairo ! 
O  sonnea  leef,  O  Joves  doughter  dere, 
Flesaunce  of  love,  O  goodly  debonaire, 
In  gontil  hertes  ay  redy  to  repaire !         5 
O  vemiy  cause  of  hele  and  of  gladnesse, 
Y-herieil  be  thy  might  and  thy  goodnesse ! 

2.  In  hevene  and  helle,  in  erthe  and 

salte  see 
Is  felt  thy  might,  if  that  I  wel  desoeme ; 
As  man,  brid,  best,  fish,  herbe  and  grene 

tree  10 

Tlioe  fele  in  tymes  with  vaponr  eteme. 
Ood  loveth,  and  to  love  wol  nought  weme ; 
And  in  this  world  no  lyves  oreatnre, 
With-onten  love,  is  worth,  or  may  endure. 

8.  Ye  Joves  first  tothilke  effectes  glade,  15 
Thorugh  which  that  thinges  liven  alle 

and  be, 
Comeveden,  and  amorous  fhim  made 
On  mortal  thing,  and  as  yow  list,  ay  ye 
Yeve  him  in  love  ese  or  adversitee ; 
And  in  a  thousand  formes  doun  him  sento 
For  love  in  erthe,  and  whom  yow  liste, 

he  hente.  21 

4.  Ye  flerse  Kars  apeysen  of  his  ire. 
And,  as  yow  list,  ye  maken  hertes  digne ; 
Algates,  hem  that  ye  wol  sette  a>fyre. 
They  dreden  shame,  and  vices  ^ey  re- 

signe ;  35 

Ye  do  hemcorteys  be,  fresshe  and  benigne. 
And  hye  or  lowe,  after  a  wight  entendeth ; 
The  joyes  that  he  hath,  your  might  him 

sendeth. 

5.  Ye  holden  regne  and  hous  in  unitee ; 
Ye  soothiiEMt  cause  of  frendship  been  also ; 
Ye  knowe  al  thilke  covered  qualitee      31 
Of  thinges  which  that  folk  on  wondren  so, 


Whan  they  can  not  construe  how  it  may  jo, 
She  loveth  him,  or  why  he  loveth  here ; 
As  why  this  fish,  and  nought  that,  cometh 


to  were. 


35 


6.  Ye  folk  a  lawe  ban  set  in  universe. 
And  this  knowe  I  by  hem  that  loveres  be, 
That  who-so  stryveth  vrith  yow  hath  the 

werse: 
Now,  lady  bright,  for  thy  benignitee. 
At  reverence  of  hem  that  serven  thee,    40 
Whos  clerk  I  am,  so  techeth  me  devyse 
Som  joye  of  that  is  felt  in  thy  servyse. 

7.  Ye  in  my  naked  herte  sentement 
Inhelde,  and  do  me  shewe  of  thy  swet- 

nesse. — 
Caliope,  thy  vois  be  now  present,  45 

For  now  is  nede ;  sestow  not  my  destresses 
How  I  mot  telle  anon-right  the  gladnesso 
Of  Troilus,  to  Venus  heryinge  ? 
To  which  gladnes,  who  nede  hath,  god 

him  bringe ! 

Explicit  prohemium  Tercii  Libri 

Incipit  Liber  Tercins. 

8.  Lay  al  this  mene  whyle  Troilus,        50 
Becordinge  his  lessoun  in  this  manere, 

*  Ma  fey!*  thought  he,  *thus  wole  I  seye 

and  thus ; 
Thus  wole  I  pleyne  un-to  my  lady  dere ; 
That  word  is  good,  and  this  shal  be  my 

chere; 
This  nil  I  not  foryeten  in  no  wyse.*        55 
Qod  leve  him  werken  as  he  gan  devyse. 

9.  And  lord,  so  that  his  herte  gan  to 

quappe, 
Heringe  hir  come,  and  shorte  for  to  sykc ! 
And  Pandarus,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 

lappe. 
Com  neer,  and  gan  in  at  the  ouxtin  pyke. 
And  seyde,  *  god  do  bote  on  alle  gyke !    61 
See,  who  is  here  yow  comen  to  visyte ; 
Lo,  here  is  she  that  is  your  deeth  to  wytc' 


248 


^rotfue  an^  ^rteepbe* 


[Book  TIL 


10.  Ther-with  it  Bemed  as  he  wepte  al- 
most ; 
'  A  ha,'  quod  Troilns  so  rewfully,  65 

'  Wher  me  be  wo,  O  mighty  god,  thou 

wost ! 
Who  is  al  there  ?   I  see  nought  trewely.' 
'Sire,' quod  Criseyde,  *it  is  Pandare  and  I.' 
'Ye,  swete  herte?  alias,  I  may  nought  ryse 
To  knele,  and  do  yow  honour  in  som 
wyse.'  70 

11    And  dressede  him  upward,  and  she 

right  tho 
Gftn  bothe  here  liondessofte  upon  him 

leye, 
*  O,  for  the  love  of  god,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me,'  quod  she,  '  ey !   what  is  this  to 

seye? 
Sire,  oome  am  I  to  yow  for  causes  tweye ; 
First,  yow  to  thonke,  and  of  your  lord- 

shipe  eke  76 

Continuaunce  I  wolde  yow  biseke.' 

12.  This  Troilus,   that    herde    his   lady 
preye 

Of  lordship   him,  wex  neither  quik  ne 

deed, 
Ne  mighte  a  word  for  shame  to  it  seye,  80 
Al-thongh  men  sholde  smyten  of  his  heed. 
But  lord,  so  he  wex  sodeinliche  reed. 
And  sire,  his  lesson,  that  he  wende  conne, 
To  preyen  hir,  is  thurgh  his  wit  y-ronne. 

13.  Criseyde  al  this  aspyede  wel  y-nough, 
For  she  was  wys,  and  lovede  him  never- 

the-lasse,  86 

Al  nere  ho  malapert,  or  made  it  tough, 
Or  was  to  bold,  to  singe  a  fool  a  mitsse. 
But  whan  his  shame  gan  somwhat  to 

passe, 
His  resons,  as  I  may  my  rymes  holde,    90 
I  yow  wol  telle,  as  techen  bokes  olde. 

11.  In  chaunged  vois,  right  for  his  verrey 

drede, 
Wliich  vois  eek  quook,  and  ther-to  his 

manere 
Goodly  al>ay8t,  and  now  his  hewes  rede. 
Now  pale,  un-to  Criseyde,  his  lady  dere,  95 
With  look  doun  cast  and  humble  yolden 

chere. 


Lo,  th'alderfirste  word  that  him  asterte 
Was,  twyes,  'mercy,  mercy,  swete  herte!' 

16.  And  Btinte  a  whyl,  and  whan  he 
mighte  out-bringe,  99 

Tlie  nexte  word  was, '  god  wot,  for  I  have. 

As  feythfully  as  I  have  had  konninge, 

Ben  youres,  also  god  my  sowle  save ; 

And  shal,   til  that   I,   woftil  wight,   be 
grave. 

And  though   I  dar  ne   can    un-to  yow 
pleyne, 

Y-wis,  I  suffre  nought  the  lasse  jieyne.  105 

16.  Thus  muohe  as  now,  O  wommanliche 

I  may  out-bringe,  and  if  this  yow  displese, 
That  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  lyf 
Bight  sone,  I  trowe,  and  doon  your  herte 

an  ese,  109 

If  with  my  deeth  your  herte  I  may  apese. 
But  sin  that  ye  han  herd  me  som-what 

seye, 
Now  recdie  I  never  how  sone  that  I  deye.* 

17  Thei>with  his  manly  sorwe  to  biholde, 
It  mighte  han  maad  an  herte  of  stoon  to 

rewe ;  114 

And  Pandare  weep  as  he  to  watre  wolde, 
And  poked  ever  his  nece  newe  and  newo, 
And  seyde,  *  wo  bigon  ben  hertes  trewe  ! 
For  love  of  god,  make  of  this  thing  an 

ende. 
Or  alee  us  bothe  at  ones,  er  that  ye  wende.' 

18.  *I  ?  what  V  quod  she,  •  by  god  and  by 
my  trouthe,  120 

1  noot  nought  what  ye  wilne  that  I  seyo.' 
*  I  ?  what  y  quod  he, '  that  ye  han  on  him 

routhe, 
For  goddes  love,  and  doth  him  nought  to 

deyo.* 
'Now  thanne  thus,'  quod  she,  »I  wolde 

him  preye 
To  telle  me  the  fyn  of  his  entente  ;       125 
Yet  wiste  Inever  wel  what  that  he  mente.' 

19.  'What  that  I  mene,  O  swete  herte 
dere?' 

Quod  Troilus,  '  O  goodly  fresshe  free  ! 
That,  with  the  stremes  of  your  eyen  clere, 
Ye  wolde  s<»m-tyTne  froendly  on  me  see,  130 
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And  thanne  agreSu  that  I  may  ben  he, 
With-onte  braunche  of  vyce  in  any  wyse, 
In  tronthe  alwey  to  doon  yow  my  servyse 

20.  As  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wit  and  al  my  diligence    155 
And  I  to  han,  right  as  yow  list,  comfort, 
Under  your  yerde,  egal  to  myn  offence, 
As  deeth,  if  that  I  breke  yonr  defence ; 
And  that  ye  deigne  me  so  mnohe  honoore. 
Me  to  comannden  ought  in  any  honre.  140 

21.  And  I  to  been  your  verray  hnmble 
trewe. 

Secret,  and  in  my  paynes  pacient. 
And  ever-mo  desire  freshly  newe, 
To  serven,  and  been  fy-lyke  ay  diligent. 
And,  with    good    herte,    al    holly  yonr 
talent  i45 

Reoeyren  wel,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
Lo,  this  mene  I,  myn  owene  swete  herte.' 

22.  Qnod  Pandams,  'lo,  here  an  hard 
request, 

And  resonable,  a  lady  for  to  wexne ! 
Xow,  nece  mjni,  by  natal  Joves  fest,     150 
Were  I  a  god,  ye  sholde  sterve  as  yeme, 
That  heren  wel,  this  man  wol  no-thing 

yeme 
But  yonr  honour,  and  seen  him  almost 

sterve. 
And  been  so  looth  to  suffren  him  yow 

serve." 

23   With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  on  him 
caste  155 

Pill  esily,  and  ful  debonairly, 
Avysing  hir,  and  hyed  not  to  faste 
With  never  a  word,  but  seyde  him  softely, 
*  Myn  honour  sauf,  I  wol  wel  trewely. 
And  in  swich  forme  as    he    can    now 
devyse,  160 

Beceyven  him  fully  to  my  servyse, 

24.  Biseching  him,  for  goddes  love,  that 

he 
Wolde,  in  honour  of  trouthe  and  gentil- 

esse, 
As  I  wel  mene,  eek  mene  wel  to  me,    164 
And  myn  honour,  with  wit  and  besinesse, 
Ay  kepe ;  and  if  I  may  don  him  gladneese. 


From  hennes-forth,  y-wis,  I  nil  not  feyne : 
Now  beeth  al  hool,  no  lenger  ye  ne  pleyne. 

26.  But  nathelees,  this  wame    I  yow,* 

quod  she, 
'  A  kinges  sone  al-though  ye  be,  y-wis,  170 
Ye  shul  na«more  have  soverainetee 
Of  me  in  love,  than  right  in  that  cas  is ; 
Ne  I  nil  forbere,  if  that  ye  doon  armis, 
To  wrathen  yow ;  and  whyl  that  ye  me 

serve, 
Cherycen  yow  right  after  ye  deserve.    1 75 

26.  And  shortly,  derfi  herte  and  al  my 

knight, 
Beth  glad,  and  draweth  yow  to  lustinesse. 
And  I  shal  trewely,  with  al  my  might, 
Your  bittre  tomen  al  in-to  swetnesse ;  179 
If  I  be  she  that  may  yow  do  gladnesse, 
For  every  wo  ye  shal  recovere  a  bliase ' ; 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  gan  him 

kisse. 

27    Fil  Pandarus  on  knees,  and  up  his 

yen 
To  hevene  threw,  and  held  his  hondes 

hye, 
*  Immortal  god!'  quod  he,  'that  mayst 

nought  dyen,  i^5 

Cupide  I  mene,  of  this  mayst  glorifye ; 
And  Venus,  thou  mayst  make  melodye ; 
With-outen  hond,  me    semeth    that  in 

towne, 
For  this  merveyle,  I  here  ech  belle  sowne. 

28.  But  ho !  no  more  as  now  of  this 
matere,  ^9° 

For-why  this  folk  wol  comen  up  anoon, 
That  ban  the  lettre  red  :  lo,  I  hem  here. 
But  I  conjure  thee,  Criseyde,  and  oon. 
And  two,  thou  Troilus,  whan  thow  mayst 

goon, 
That  at  myn  hous  ye  been  at  my  wam- 

inge,  *95 

For  I  ful  wel  shal  shape  your  cominge  ; 

29,  And  eseth  ther  your   hertes  right 
y-nough  ; 

And  lat  see  which  of  yow  shal  here  the 

belle 
To  speke  of  love  arright!*  therewith  he 

lough, 
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'  For  ther  have  ye  a  la^nser  for  to  telle.*  aoo 
Quod  TroiluBf  '  how  longe  shal  I  dwelle 
£r  this  be  doon  ? '  Quod  he,  '  whan  thou 

mayst  rjrse, 
This  thing  shal  be  right  as  I  yow  dev3rse.' 

80.  With  that  Eleyne  and  also  Deiphebns 
Tho  comen  upward,  right  at  the  steyres 

ende ;  ao$ 

And  lord,  so  than  gan  grone  Troilos, 
His  brother  and  his  snster  for  to  blende. 
Qnod  PandamSf   'it   tyme   is    that  we 

wende ; 
Tak,  nece  myn,  your  leve  at  alle  three, 
And  lat  hem  speke,  and  cometh  forth 

with  me.'  axo 

81.  She  took  hir  leve  at  hem  ftil  thriftily, 
As  she  wel  coade,  and  they  hir  reverence 
Un-to  the  ftille  diden  hardely, 

And  speken  wonder  wel,  in  hir  absence, 
Of  hir,  in  preysing  of  hir  excellence,     215 
Hir  govemaunce,  hir  wit ;  and  hir  man- 

ere 
Commendeden,  it  joye  was  to  here. 

82.  Now  lat  hir  wende  un-to  hir  owne 
place. 

And  tome  we  to  Troilus  a-yein,  319 

That  gan  ful  lightly  of  the  lettre  passe 
That  Deiphebus  hadde  in  the  gardin  seyn. 
And  of  Elejme  and  him  he  wolde  fayn 
Delivered  been,  and  seyde,  that  him  leste 
To  slope,  and  after  tales  have  reste. 

88.  Eleyne  him  kiste,  and  took  hir  leve 

blyve,  325 

Deiphebus  eek,  and  hoom  wente  every 

wight ; 
And  Pandarns,  as  faste  as  he  may  dryve, 
To  TroUus  tho  com,  as  lyne  right ; 
And  on  a  paillet,  al  that  glade  night, 
By  Troilus  he  lay,  with  mery  ohere,     230 
To  tale;   and  wel  was  hem  they  were 
y-fere, 

84.  Whan  every  wight  was  voided  but 

they  two, 
And  alle  the  dores  were  faste  y-shette, 
To  telle  in  short,  with-oute  wordes  mo. 
This  Fandarus,  with-outen  any  lette,  2^ 
Up  roos,  and  on  his  beddes  syde  him  sette, 


And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  wyse 
To  Troilus,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

35.  *Myn  alderlevest  lord,  and  brother 

dere, 
God  woot,  and  thou,  that  it  sat  me  so 

sore,  340 

When  I  thee  saw  so  languisshing  to-yere, 
For  love,  of  which  thy  wo  wex  alwey 

more ; 
That  I,  with  al  my  might  and  al  my  lore, 
Hath  ever  sithen  doon  my  bisinesse 
To  bringe  thee  to  joye  out  of  distresse  ; 

86.  And  have  it  brought  to  swich  plyt  as 
thou  wost,  346 

So  that,  thorugh  me,  thow  stondest  now 

in  weye 
To  fare  wel,  I  seye  it  for  no  host, 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  shame  it  is  to  seye, 
For  thee  have  I  bigonne  a  gamen  pleye 
Which  that  I  never  doon  shal  eft  for 

other,  351 

Al-though  he  were  a  thousand  fold  my 

brother. 

87.  That  is  to  seye,  for  thee  am  I  bicomen, 
Bitwixen  game  and  ernest,  swich  a  mene 
As  maken  wommen  un-to  men  to  comen ; 
Al  sey  I  nought,  thou  wost  wel  what  I 

mene.  356 

For  thee  have  I  my  nece,  of  vycos  clene, 
So  fHilIy  maad  thy  geutilesse  triste, 
That  al  shal  been  right  as  thy-selve  liste. 

88.  But  god,  that  al  wot,  take  I  to  wit- 
nesse,  360 

That  never  I  this  for  ooveityse  wroughte, 
But  only  for  to  abregge  that  distresse. 
For  which  wel  njrgh  thou  deydest,  as  me 

thoughte. 
But  gode  brother,  do  now  as  thee  oughte, 
For  goddes  love,   and  keep  hir  out   of 

blame,  365 

Sin  thou  art  wys,  and  save  alwey  hir 

name. 

89.  For  wel  thou  wost,  the  name  as  yet 
of  here 

Among  the  peple,  as  who  seji^h,  halwed  is ; 
For  that  man  is  unbore,  I  dar  wel  swere, 
That  ever  wiste  that  she  dide  amis.      370 
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Bnt  wo  is  me,  that  I,  that  cause  al  this, 
May  thenkeu  that  she  is  my  nece  dere, 
And  I  hir  eem,  and  traytor  eek  y-fere ! 

40.  And  were  it  wist  that  I,  through  myn 
engyn, 

Hadde  in  my  nece  y-pnt  this  fimtasye,  275 
To  do  thy  last,  and  hoolly  to  be  th.yn, 
Why,  al  the  world  np-on  it  wolde  crye, 
And  seye,  that  I  the  worste  treoherye 
Dide  in  this  cas,  that  ever  was  bigonne, 
And  she  for-lost,  and  thon  right  nought 
y-wonne.  aSo 

41.  Wher-fore,  er  I  wol  ferther  goon  a 

pas. 
Yet  efl  I  thee  biseche  and  fhlly  seye, 
That  privetee  go  with  us  in  this  cas. 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  us  never  wreye; 
And  be  nought  wrooth,  though  I  thee 
ofte  preye  285 

To  holden  secree  swich  an  heigh  matere ; 
For  skilful  is,  thow  wost  wel,  my  preyere. 

42.  And  thenk  what  wo  ther  hath  bitid 
er  this. 

For  makinge  of  avauntes,  as  men  rede  ; 
And  what  mischaunce  in  this  world  yet 

ther  is,  290 

Fro  day  to  day,  right  for  that  wikked 

dede; 
For  whi(^  these  wyse  derkes  that  ben 

dede 
Han  ever  yet  proverbed  to  us  yonge, 
That  *'  firste  vertu  is  to  kepe  tonge." 

43.  And,  nere  it  that  I  wilne  as  now 
t'abregge  295 

Diffnsioun  of  speohe,  I  coude  almost 

A  thousand  olde  stories  thee  alegge 

Of  wommen  lost,  thorugh  fals  and  foles 

bost ; 
Proverbes  canst  thy-self  y-nowe,  and  wost, 
Ayeins  that  vyce,  for  to  been  a  labbe,  300 
Al  seyde  men  sooth  as  often  as  they  gabbe. 

44.  O  tonge,  alias !  so  often  here-bifom 
Hastow  made  many  a  lady  bright  of  hewe 
Seyd,  "welawey!  the  day  that  I  was  bom'!" 
And  many  a  maydes  sorwes  for  to  newe ; 
And,  for  the  more  part,  al  is  untrewe  306 


That  men  of  yelpe,  and  it  were  brought 

to  preve ; 
Of  kinde  non  avauntour  is  to  leve. 

45.  Avauntour  and  a  lyere,  al  is  on  ;    309 
As  thus :  I  pose,  a  womman  graunte  me 
Hir  love,  and  seyth  that  other  wol  she  non, 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  secree. 
And  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three ; 
Y-wis,  I  am  avauntour  at  the  leste,     . 
And  lyere,  for  I  breke  my  biheste.        315 

46.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  they  be  nought 
to  blame, 

Swich  maner  folk;    what  shal  I  clepe 

hem,  what, 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  by 

name, 
That  never  yet  bihighte  hem  this  ne  that, 
Ne  knewe  hem  more  than  myn  olde  hat  ? 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  me  sende  hele,    321 
Though  wommen  drede  with  us  men  to 

dele. 

47.  I  sey  not  this  for  no  mistrust  of  yow, 
Ne  for  no  wys  man,  but  for  foles  nyoe. 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  is 

now,  325 

As  wel  for  foly  ofte  as  for  malyce  ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  in  wyse  folk,  that  vyce 
No  womman  drat,  if  she  be  wel  avysed ; 
For  wyse  ben  by  foles  harm  chastysed. 

48.  Butnowtopurpos;  leve  brother  dere. 
Have  al  this  thing  that  I  have  seyd  in 

minde,  331 

And  keep  thee  clos,  and  be  now  of  good 

chere. 
For  at  thy  day  thou  shalt  me  trewe  finde. 
I  shal  thy  proces  sette  in  swich  a  kinde, 
And  god  to-fom,  that  it  shall  thee  suffyse, 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wolt  de- 

vyse.  336 

49.  For  wel  I  woot,  thou  menest  wel, 
I>arde  ; 

Therfore  I  dar  this  folly  undertake. 
Thou  wost  cek  what  thy  lady  graunt«d 

thee, 
And  day  is  set,  the  ohartres  up  to  make. 
Have  now  good  night,  I  may  no  longer 
.  wake ;  341 
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And  bid  for  me,  sin  tlion  art  now  in  blisse, 
Tliat  god  me  sendo  deeth  or  gone  lisse.' 

50.  Who  mighte  telle  half  the  joye  or  feste 
Which  that  the  sowle  of  Troilos  tho  felte, 
Heringe  th 'effect  of  Fandarus  biheste?  346 
His  olde  wo,  that  made  his  herte  swelte, 
Gan  tho  for  joye  wasten  and  to-melte, 
And  al  the  richesse  of  his  sykes  sore 

At  ones  fledde,  he  felte  of  hem  no  more. 

51.  But  right  so  as  these  holtes  and  these 
hayes,  351 

That  han  in  winter  dede  been  and  dreye, 
Bevesten  hemin  grene,  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  Insty  lyketh  best  to  pleye : 
Bight  in  that  selve  wyse,  sooth  to  seye,  355 
Wex  Bodejmliche  his  herte  ful  of  joye, 
Tliat  gladder  was  ther  never  man  in  Troye. 

52.  And  gan  his  look  on  Pandams  up 
caste 

Ful  sobrely,  and  frendly  for  to  see,       359 
And  seyde,  '  freend,  in  ApriUe  the  laste, 
As  wel  thou  wost,  if  it  remembre  thee, 
How  neigh  the  deeth  for  wo  thou  foonde 

me; 
And  how  thou  didest  al  thy  bisinesse 
To  knowe  of  me  the  cause  of  my  distresse. 

58.  Thou  wost  how  longe  I  it  for-bar  to 

seye  365 

To  thee,  that  art  the  man  that  I  best 

triste; 
And  peril  was  it  noon  to  thee  by-wreye, 
That  wiste  I  wel ;  but  tel  me,  if  thee  Uste, 
Bith  I  so  looth  was  that  thy-self  it  wiste, 
How  dorste  I  mo  tellen  of  this  matere,  S7^> 
That  quake  now,  and  no  wight  may  us 
here? 

54.  But  natheles,  by  that  god  I  thee  swere, 
That,  as  him  list,    nuiy  al  this  world 

goveme. 
And,  if  I  lye,  Achilles  with  his  spere 
Myn  herte  cleve,  al  were  my  lyf  eteme, 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yeme         376 
Wolde  it  biwreye,  or  dorste,  or  sholde 

conne. 
For  al  the  good  tliat  god  made  under 

Sonne : 


65.  That  rather  deye  I  wolde,  and  de- 

termjme, 
As  thinketli  me,  now  stokked  in  presoun, 
In  wrecchednesse,  in  filthe,  and  in  ver- 

myne,  381 

Caytif  to  cruel  king  Agamenoun  ; 
And  this,  in  alle  the  temples  of  this 

toun. 
Upon  the  goddes  alle,  I  wol  thee  swere, 
To-morwe  day,  if  that  thee  lyketh  here.  385 

56.  And  that  thou  hast  so  muche  y-doon 

for  me. 
That  I  ne  may  it  never-more  deserve. 
This  knowe  I  wel,  al  mighte  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thousand  tymes  on  a  morwen  sterve, 
I  can  no  more,  but  that  I  wol  thee  serve 
Bight    as   thy    sclave,    whider-so    thou 

wende,  391 

For  ever-more,  un-to  my  lyvea  ende ! 

67.  But  here,  with  al  myn  herte,  I  thee 
biseche, 

That  never  in  me  thou  deme  swioh  folye 
As  I  shal  seyn ;   me  thoughte,  by  thy 

speche,  395 

That  this,  which  thou  me  dost  for  com- 

panye, 
I  sholde  wene  it  were  a  bauderye  ; 
I  am  nought  wood,  al-if  1  lewed  be ; 
It  is  not  so,  that  woot  I  wel,  pardea 

68.  But  he  that  goth,   for  gold  or  for 
richesse,  400 

On  swich  message,  calle  him  what  thee 

list; 
And  this  that  thou  dost,  calle  it  gentilesse, 
Compassioun,  and  felawship,  and  trist ; 
Departe  it  so,  for  wyde-where  is  wist 
How  that  there  is  dy  versitee  requered  405 
Bitwixen  thinges  lyke,  as  I  have  lered. 

69.  And,    that   thou    knowe    I    thenke 
nought  ne  wene 

That  this  servyse  a  shame  be  or  jape, 
I  have  my  faire  suster  Polixenc, 
Cassandre,  Eleyne,  or  any  of  the  frape ; 
Be  she  never  so  faire  or  wel  y-shape,    41 1 
Tel  me,  which  thou  wilt  of  cverichone, 
To  han  for  thyn,  and  lat  me  thanne  allone. 
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60.  But  sin  that  thou  hast  don  me  this 


servyse. 


414 


My  lyf  to  save,  and  for  noon  hope  of  mede. 
So,  for  the  love  of  god,  this  grete  empryse 
Parforme  it  out ;  for  now  is  nioste  nede. 
For  high  and  low,  with-outen  any  drede, 
I  wol  alwey  thyne  hest^s  alle  kepe  ; 
Have  now  good  night,  and  lat  ns  bothe 
slepe.'  420 

61.  Thus  held  him  ech  with  other  wel 
apayed, 

That   al    the  world    ne    mighte   it   bet 

amende ; 
And,  on  the    morwe,  whan  they  were 

arayed, 
Eoh  to  his  owene  nedes  gan  entende. 
Bnt  TroiluB,  though  as  the  iyr  he  brende 
For  sharp  desyr  of  hope  and  of  plesaonce, 
He  not  for-gat  his  gode  goyematmoe.  437 

62.  Bnt  in  him-self  with  manhod    gan 
restreyne 

Ech  rakel  dede  and  ech  onbrydled  chere, 
That  alle  tho  that  liven,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Ne  sholde  han  wist,  by  word  or  by  manere, 
What  that  he  mente,  as  touching  this 
matere.  432 

From  every  wight  as  fer  as  is  the  donde 
He  was,  so  wel  dissimnlen  he  conde. 

68.  And  al  the  whyl  which  that  I  yow 
devyse,  435 

This  was  his  lyf ;  with  al  his  fulle  might. 
By  day  he  was  in  Martes  high  servyse, 
Tliis  is  to  8e3ni,  in  armes  as  a  knight ; 
And  fcr  the  more  part,  the  longe  night 
He  lay,  and  thonghte  how  that  he  mighte 
serve  440 

His  lady  best,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

64.  Nil  I  nought  swerS,  al-thongh  he  lay 

sofbe, 
That  in  his  thought  he  nas  sumwhat 

disesed, 
Ne  that  he  tornede  on  his  pilwes  ofte. 
And  wolde  of  that  him  missed  han  ben 

sesed ;  445 

But  in  swich  cas  man  is  nought  alwey 

plesed, 
For  ought  I  wot,  no  more  than  was  he ; 
That  can  I  deme  of  i)08sibilitee. 


65.  But  certeyn  is,  to  purpos  for  to  go, 
That    in    this  whyle,  as  writen    is    in 

geste,  450 

He  say  his  lady  som-t.^me ;  and  also 
She  with  him  spak,  whan  that  she  dorste 

or  leste, 
And  by  hir  bothe  avys,  as  was  the  beste, 
Apoynteden  fnl  warly  in  this  nede. 
So  as  they  dorste,  how  they  wolde  pre- 
cede. 455 

66.  But  it  was  spoken  in  so  short  a  wyse. 
In  swich  awayt  alwey,  and  in  swich  fere, 
Lest  any  wyght  divjmen  or  devyse 
Wolde  of  hem  two,  or  to  it  leye  an  ere. 
That  al  this  world  so  leef  to  hem  ne 

were  460 

As  that  Cupido  wolde  hem  grace  sende 
To  maken  of  hir  speche  aright  an  ende. 

67.  But  thilke  litel  that  they  speke  or 
wrought^. 

His  wyse  goost  took  ay  of  al  swich  hede. 
It  semed  hir,  he  wiste  that  she  thonghte 
With-outen  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nede 
To  bidde  him  ought  to  done,  or  ought 

forbede ;  467 

For  which  she  thonghte  that   love,  al 

come  it  late, 
Of  alle  joye  hadde  opned  hir  the  yate. 

68.  And    shortly  of   this  proces  for  to 
pace,  470 

So  wel  his  work  and  wordes  he  bisette. 
That  he  so  ful  stood  in  his  lady  grace, 
That  twenty  thousand  tymes,  or  she  lette, 
She  thonked  god    she    ever   with    him 

mette ; 
So  coude  he  him  goveme  in  swich  ser- 
vyse, 475 
Tha^  al  the    world    ne   mighte    it    bet 
devyse. 

69.  For-why  she  fond  him  so  discreet  in  al, 
So  secret,  and  of  swich  obeisaunce. 
That  wel  she  felte  he  was  to  hir  a  wal 
Of  steel,  and  sheld  from  every  disple- 

saunce  >  4S0 

That,  to  ben  in  his  gode  govemaunce, 
So  wys  he  was,  she  was  no  more  afered, 
I  mene,  as  fer  as  oughte  ben  requered. 
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70.  And  Pandarus,  to  qnike  alwey  the  fyr^ 
Was  ever  y-lyke  prest  and  dili^nt ;  485 
To  ese  his  frend  was. set  al  his  desyr. 

He  shoof  ay  on,  he  to  and  fro  was  sent ; 
He  lettres  bar  whan  Troilos  was  absent. 
That  never  man,  as  in  his  freendes  nede, 
Ne  bar   him    bet    than   he,  with-outen 
drede.  4S^ 

71.  Bnt  now,  i>araunter,  som  man  wayten 
wolde 

That  every  word,  or  sonde,  or  look,  or 

chere 
Of  Troilns  that  I  rehersen  sholde. 
In  al  this  whyle,  nn-to  his  lady  dere  ; 
I  trowe    it  were  a  lonjf    thing    for    to 

here ;  495 

Or  of  what  wight  that  stant  in  swich  dis- 

joynte. 
His  wordes  alle,  or  every  look,  to  jxjynte. 

72.  For  sothe,  I  have  not  herd  it  doon  er 
this. 

In  storye  noon,  ne  no  man  here,  I  wene  ; 
And  though  I  wolde  I  conde  not,  y-wis  ; 
For  ther  was  som  epistel  hem  bitwene,  501 
Tliat  wolde,  as  seyth  mjrn  auctor,  wel 

contene 
Neigh  half  this  book,  of  which  him  list 

not  wryto  ; 
How  sholde  I  thanne  a  l^nae  of  it  endyte  ? 

73.  But  to  the  grete  effect :  than  sey  I 
thus,  505 

That  stonding  in  concord  and  in  quiete 
Thise  ilke  two,  Criseyde  and  Troilns, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  tyme  swete. 
Save  only  often  mighte  they  not  mete, 
Ne  layser  have  hir  speches  to  fulfelle,   5 10 
That  it  befel  right  as  I  shal  yow  telle, 

74.  Tlmt  Pandarus,  that  ever  dide  his 
might 

Right  for  the  fyn  that  I  shal  s^^oke  of 

here, 
As  for  to  bringe  to  his  hous  som  night 
His  faire  nece,  and  Troilus  y-fcrc,         515 
Wher-as  at  leyser  al  this  heigh  matere,      { 
Touching  hir  love,  wore  at  the  fulle  ujh  I 

bounde,  ' 

Hadde  out  of  doute  a  tyme  to  it  fonnde. 


75.  For  he  with  greet  deliberacioun 
Hadde  every  thing  that  her-to  mighte 

ava3'le  510 

Fom-cast,  and  put  in  execucioon, 
And  neither  laft  for  cost  ne  for  travayle ; 
Come  if  hem  lest,  hem  sholde  no-thing 

fayle ; 
And  for  to  been  in  ought  espyed  there, 
That,  wiste  he  wel,  an  inpossible  were. 

76.  Dredelees,  it  cleer  was  in  the  wind 
Of  every  pye  and  every  Ictte-game  ;      527 
Now  al  is  wel,  for  al  the  world  is  blind 
In  this  matere,  bothe  fremed  and  tame. 
This  timber  is  al  redy  up  to  frame ;      550 
Us  lakketh  nought  but  that  we  witen 

wolde 
A  certein  houre,  in  whiche  she  comen 
sholde. 

77.  And  Troilus,  that  al  this  purveyaunce 
Knew  at  the  fulle,  and  was^tede  on  it  ay, 
Hadde  here-up-oii  eek  made  gret  orde- 

naunce,  535 

And  founde  his  cause,  and  ther-to  his 

aray. 
If  that  he  were  missed,  night  or  day, 
Ther-whyle  he  was  abouto  this  servyse. 
That  he  was  goon  to  doon  his  sacrifyse, 

78.  And  moste  at  swich  a  temple  alone 
wake,  54tj 

Answered  of  Appollo  for  to  be ; 

And  first,  to  seen  the  holy  laurer  quake, 

£r  that  Apollo  spak  out  of  the  tree, 

To  telle  him  next  whan  Orekes  sholden 

flee; 
And  fortliy  lette  him  no  man,  god  for- 

bede,  545 

But  preye  Apollo  helpen  in  this  nede. 

79.  Now  is  ther  litel  more  for  to  done, 
But  Pandare  up,  and  shortly  for  to  sejne. 
Right  sone  upon  the  chaunging  of  the 

mono, 
AVhan  lightles  is  the  world  a  night  or 

tweyne,  550 

And  that  the  welken  shoop  him  for  to 

reyne, 
He  streight    a-morwe    un-to    his    nece 

wente; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 
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80.  Whan  he  was  come,  he  gan  anoou  to 
pleyo 

As  he  was  wont,  and  of  him-self  to  jape  ; 
And  fynally,  he  swor  and  gau  hir  seye,  556 
By  this  and  that,  she  sholde  him  not 

escape, 
Ne  lenger  doon  him  after  hir  to  gape  ; 
But  certeynly  she  moste,  by  hir  leve, 
Ck>me  soupeu  in  his  hous  with  him  at 

eve.  560 

81.  At  whieho  slie  lough,  and  gan  hir 
faste  excuse, 

And  seyde,  •  it  rayneth  ;  lo,  how  sholde 

I  goon  ? ' 
*  Lat  be,'  quod  he,  '  ne  stond  not  thus  to 

muse; 
This  moot  be  doon,  ye  shal  be  ther  anoon.' 
So  at  the  laste  her-of  they  felle  at  oon,  565 
Or  eUes,  softe  he  swor  hir  in  hir  ere, 
He  nolde  never  come  ther  she  were. 

82.  Sone  after  this,  to  him  she  gan  to 
rowne, 

And  aske<l  him  if  Troilos  were  there  9 
He  swor  hir,  'nay,   for  he  was  out  of 

towne,*  570 

And  seyde,  *  neoe,  I  pose  that  he  were, 
Yow  "(iihurffce  never  have  the  more  fere. 
For  rather  than  men  mighte  him  ther 

aspye, 
Me  were  lever  a  thousand-fold  to  dye.' 

8B  Nought  list  myn  auctor  ftdly  to 
declare  575 

What  tliat  she  thoughte  whan  he  seyde 
so. 

That  Troilus  was  out  of  town  y-fare, 

As  if  he  seyde  ther-of  sooth  or  no ; 

But  that,  with-oute  away t,  witli  him  to  go, 

She  graunted  him,  sith  he  hir  that  bi- 
soughte,  ,    581) 

And,  as  his  neoe,  obeyed  as  hir  oughte 

84.  But  nathelees,  yet  gan  she  him  bi- 

seche, 
Al-though  with  him  to  goon  it  was  no  fere, 
For  to  be  war  of  gooeish  peples  speche. 
That  dremen  thinges  whiche  that  never 

were,  585 

And  wel  avyse  him  whom  he  broughte 

there; 


And  seyde  him,  '  eem,  sin  I  mot  on  yow 

triste, 
Loke  al  be  wel,  and  do  now  as  yow  liste.' 

80.  He  swtir  hir,  '  yis,  by  stokkes  and  by 

stones, 
And  by  the  goddes  that  in  hevene  dwelle, 
Or  elles  were  liim  lever,  sonle  and  bones, 
With  Pluto  king  as  depe  been  in  hello  59J 
As  Tantalus  I '  What  sholde  I  more  telle  ? 
Whan  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve. 
And  she  to  soiiper  com,  whan  it  was  eve, 

86.  With  acertaynofhirowenemen,  596 
'  And  with  hir  faire  nece  Antigone, 

j  And  othere  of  hir  wommen  nyne  or  ten  ; 
But  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowe  ye, 
But  Troilus,  that  stood  and  mighte  it 

see  600 

Thurgh-out  a  litel  windowe  in  a  stewe, 
Ther  he  bishet,   sin  midnight,  was    in 

mewe, 

87.  Unwist  of  every  wight  but  of  Pandare  ? 
But  to  the  poynt ;  now  whan  she  was 

y-oome 
With  alle  joye,  and  alle  frendes  fare,     605 
Hir  eem  anoon  in  armes  hatli  hir  nome. 
And  after  to  the  souper,  alle  and  some, 
Whan  tjrme  was,  ful  softe  they  hem  sette ; 
God  wot,  ther  was  no  deyntee  for  to  fette. 

88.  And  aft«r   souper   gonnen   they  to 
ryse,  610 

At  ese  wel,  with  hertcs  fresshe  and  glade. 
And  wel  was  him  that  coude  best  devyso 
To  lyken  hir,  or  that  hir  laughen  made. 
He  song ;  she  pleyde ;   he  tolde  tale  of 

Wade. 
But  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath 

ende,  615 

She  took  hir  leve,  and  nedes  wolde  wende. 

89.  But  O,  Fortune,  execu trice  of  wierdes, 
O  influences  of  thise  hevenes  hye  ! 

Soth  is,  that,  nnder  god,  ye    ben   our 

hierdes, 
Though    to   us    bestes  been  the  causes 

wrj'e.  6ao 

This  mone  I  now,  for  she  gan  hoomward 

hye, 
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Bat  execnt  was  al  bisyde  hir  leve, 
At  the  goddes  wil ;  for  which  she  moste 
bleve. 

90.  The  bent«  mone  with  hir  homes  pale, 
Satunie,   and   Jove,   in    Oancro   joyned 

were,  625 

That  swich  a  rayn  from  hevene  gan  a\'ale, 
That  every  inaner  wommanthat  was  there 
Hadde  of  that  smoky  reyn  a  verray  fere  ; 
At  which  Pandare  tho  lough,  and  seyde 

thenne, 
'  Now  were  it  tyme  a  lady  to  go  henne !  630 

91.  But  goode  nece,  if  I  mighte  ever  plese 
Yow  any-thing,  thigi  prey  I  yow,*  quod  he, 
'  To  doon  myn  herte  as  now  so  greet  an 

ese 
As  fortodwelle  here  al  this  night  with  me, 
For-why  this  is  your  owene  hous,  pardee. 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  sey  it  nought  a- 

game,  636 

To  wende  as  now,  it  were  to  me  a  shame.* 

92.  Criseyde,  whiche  that  coude  as  muche 
good 

As  half  a  world,  tok  hede  of  his  preyere  ; 
And  sin  it  ron,  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
She  thoughte,  as  good  chep  may  I  dwellen 

here, 
And  graunte  it  gladly  with  a  freendes 

chere, 
And  have  a  thank,  as  grucche  and  thanne 

abyde ; 
For  hoom  to  goon  it  may  nought  wel 

bityde. 

93.  *I  wol,'  quod  she,  'myn  uncle  leef 
and  dere,  645 

Bin  that  yow  list,  it  skile  is  to  be  so ; 
I  am  right  glad  with  yow  to  dwellen  here ; 
I  seyde  but  a-game,  I  wolde  go.' 
*  Y-wis,   graunt  mercy,   nece ! '   quod  he 
tho ;  64() 

'  Were  it  a  game  or  no,  soth  for  to  telle, 
Now  am  I  glad,  sin  that  yow  list  to  dwelle.' 

94.  Thus  al  is  wel ;  but  tho  bigan  aright 
The  newe  joye,  and  al  the  feste  agajm  ; 
But  Fandarus,  if  goodly  hadde  he  might, 
He  wolde  han  hyed  hir  to  bedde  fayn,  655 
And  seyde,  '  lord,  this  is  an  huge  rayn! 


This  were  a  weder  for  to  slepen  inne ; 
And  that  I  rede  us  sone  to  biginne. 

95.  And  nece,  woot  ye  wher  I  wol  yow 
leye,  659 

For  that  we  shul  not  liggen  fer  asonder, 
And  for  ye  neither  shullen,  dar  I  seye, 
Heren  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder  ? 
By  god,  right  in  my  lyte  cloeet  s^onder. 
And  I  wol  in  that  outer  hous  allone 
Be  wardeyn  of  your  wommen  everichone. 

96.  And  in  this  middel  chaumbrethat  ye 
see  666 

Shul  youre  wommen  slepen  wel  and  sofle ; 
And  ther  I  seyde  shal  your-selve  be  ; 
And  if  ye  liggen  wol  to-night,  com  ofte. 
And  careth  not  what  weder  is  on-lofte.  670 
The  wyn  anon,  and  whan  so  that  yovr 

leste, 
So  go  we  slepe,  I  trowe  it  be  the  beste.' 

97.  Ther  nis  no  more,  but  here-after  sone, 
The  voyd6  dronke,  and    travers   drawe 

anon, 
Gan  every  wight,  that  hadde  nought  to 

done  675 

More  in  that  place,  out  of  the  ohaumber 

gon. 
And  ever-mo  so  stemelioh  it  ron, 
And  blew  ther-with  so  wonderliche  loude, 
That  wel  neigh  no  man  heren  other  coude. 

98.  Tho  Pandams,  hir  eem,  right  as  him 
oughte,  6.S0 

With  women  swiche  as  were  hir  most 

aboute, 
Ful    glad    un-to    hir    beddes    syde    hir 

brought©. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  f\il  lowe  lonte, 
And  seyde,  *  here  at  this  doset-dore  with- 

oute. 
Bight  over-thwart,  your  wommen  liggen 

alle,  6.S5 

That,  whom  yow  liste  of  hem,  ye  may 

here  calle.' 

99.  So  whan  that  she  was  in  the  closet 
leyd, 

And  alle  hir   wommen  forth  by  orde- 

naunce 
A-bedde  weren,  ther  as  I  have  soyd, 
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There  was  no  more  to  skippen  nor  to 
tranncef  ^ 

But  boden  go  to  bedde,  with  mischannce, 
If  any  wight  was  steringe  any-where, 
And  late  hem  slepe  that  a>bedde  were. 

100.  Bnt  Pandarns,  that  wel  coude  eche 
a  del 

The  olde  dannce,  and  every  poynt  ther- 

inne,  ^5 

Whan  that  he  sey  that  alle  thing  was  wel, 

He  thonghte  he  wolde  up-on  his  werk 

biginne, 
And  gan  the  stewe-dore  al  softe  tm-pinne, 
And   stille  as  stoon,  with-onten  lenger 

lettOf 
By  Troilns  ardonn  right  he  him  sette.  700 

101.  And,  shortly  to  the  poynt  right  for 
to  gon, 

Of  al  this  werk  he  tolde  him  word  and 

ende, 
And  seyde,  *  make  thee  redy  right  anon, 
For  thou  shalt  in-to  hevene  blisse  wende.' 
•Now   blisfol    Venus,    thou    me    grace 

sende,'  705 

Quod  Troilus,  '  for  never  yet  no  nede 
Hadde  I  er  now,  ne  halvendel  the  drede.' 

102.  Quod  Pandarus, '  ne  drede  thee  never 
a  del, 

For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wilt  desyre ; 
So  thryve  I,  this  night  shal  I  make  it 

wel,  7«o 

Or  casten  al  the  gruwel  in  the  fyre.' 
*  Yit  blisful  Venus,  this  night  thou  me 

enspyre,' 
Quod  Troilus,  *a8  wis  as  I  thee  serve. 
And  ever  bet  and  bet  shed,  til  I  sterve. 

108.  And  if  I  hadde,    O  Venus   ful    of 

mirthe,  71 5 

Aspectes  hadde  of  Mars  or  of  Satume, 
Or  thou  combust  or  let  were  in  my  birthe. 
Thy  fader  pray  al  thUke  harm  disturne 
Of  grace,  and  that  I  glad  ayein  may 

tume. 
For  love  of  him.  thou  lovedest  in  the 

shawe,  720 

I  mene  Adoon,  that  with  the  boor  was 

slawe. 


104.  O  Jove  eek,   for  the  love  of  faire 

Europe, 
The  whiche  in  forme  of  bole  away  thou 

fette; 
Now  help,  O  Mars,  thou  with  thy  blody 

cope. 
For  love  of  Cipris,  thou  me  nought  ne 

lette;  7^5 

O  Phebus,  thenk  whan  Dane  hir-selven 

shette 
Under  the  bark,  and  laurer  wex  for  drede. 
Yet  for  hir  love,  O  help  now  at  this  nede ! 

106.  Mercuric,  for  the  love  of  Hiersd  eke, 
For   which    Pallas   was  with   Aglauros 
wrooth,  730 

Now  help,  and  eek  Diane,  I  thee  biseke, 
That  this  viage  be  not  to  thee  looth. 
O  fatal  sustren,  which,  er  any  olooth 
Me  shapen  was,  my  desten6  me  sponne. 
So  helpeth  to  this  werk  that  is  bi-gonne ! ' 


•  thou    wrecohed 
736 


106.  Quod     Pandarus, 
mouses  herte,' 

Art  thou  agast  so  that  she  wol  thee  byte? 
"Why,  don  this  furred  cloke  up-on  thy 

sherte, 
And  folowe  me,  for  I  wol  han  the  wyte  ; 
But  byd,  and  lat  me  go  bifore  a  lyte.'   740 
And  with  that  word  he  gan   un-do   a 

trappe, 
And  Troilus  he  broughte  in  by  the  lappe. 

107.  The   steme  wind  so  loude  gan  to 
route 

That  no  wight  other  noyse  mighte  here  ; 
And  they  that  layen  at  the  dore  with- 

oute,  745 

Ful  sikerly  they  slepten  alle  y-fere  ; 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  ful  sobre  chere, 
Goth  to  the  dore  anon  with>outen  lette, 
Ther-as  they  laye,  and  sofbely  it  shette. 

108.  And  as  he  com  ayeinward  prively. 
His  nece  awook,  and  asked  'who  goth 

there  ? '  75' 

'  My  dere  nece,'  quod  he,  '  it  am  I ; 
Ne  wondreth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere ; ' 
And  ner  he  com,  and  seyde  hir  in  hir  ere, 
'  No  word,  for  love  of  god  I  yow  biseche ; 
Lat  no  wight  ryse   and    heren  of  our 

speche.'  75^ 
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109.  'What!  which  wey  be  yo  comen, 
henedicitef' 

Qaod  she,  '  and  how  thus  an  wist  of  hem 

aUe?' 
'  Here  at  this  secree  trappe-dore,'  qaod  he. 
Qaod  tho  Criseyde,   'lat  me  som  wi^ht 

calle.'  7<5o 

'  Ey  I  god  forbede  that  it  sholde  faUe,' 
Qaod    Pandaras,    *that    ye    swich    foly 

wroaghte  ! 
They  mighte  deme  thing  they  never  er 

thoaghte ! 

110.  It  is  nought  good  a  sloping  hoand  to 
wake, 

Ne  yeve  a  wight  a  caase  to  devyne  ;  765 
Yoar  wommen  slepen  alle,  I  ander-take, 
So  that,  for  hem,  the  hoos  men  mighto 

myne  ; 
And  sloiien  wolen  til  the  sonne  shyne. 
And  whan  my  tale  al  brought  is  to  an 

ende, 
Unwist,  right  as  I  com,  so  wol  I  wende. 

111.  Now  nece  myn,  ye  shal  wol  ander- 
stonde,'  771 

Qaod  lie,  '  so  as  ye  wommen  demon  tUle, 
That  for  to  holde  in  love  a  man  in  honde, 
And  him  hir  "leef"  and  "dere  herte" 

calle. 
And  maken  him  an  howve  above  a  calle, 
I  mene,  as  love  an  other  in  this  whyle,   776 
She  doth  hir-self  a  shame,  and  him  a  gyle. 

112.  Now  wherby  that  I  telle  yow  al  this  ? 
Ye  woot  yoar-self,  as  wel  as  any  wight, 
How  that  yoar  love  al  folly  graanted  is 
To  Troilos,  tho  worthieste  knight,        781 
Oon  of  this  world,  and  ther-to  troathe 

plyght. 
That,  bat  it  were  on  him  along,  ye  nolde 
Him  never  falsen,  whyl  ye  liven  sholde. 

118.  Now  stant  it  thos,  that  sith  I  fro 
yow  wento,  785 

This  Troilns,  right  platly  for  to  seyn, 
Is  thargh  a  goter,  by  a  priv6  wento, 
In-to  my  ohaumbre  come  in  al  this  reyn, 
Unwist  of  every  manor  wight,  certeyn, 
Save  of  my-self,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,    790 
And  by  that  feith  I  shal  Pryam  of  Troye  ! 


114.  And  he  is  come  in  swich  peyne  and 
distresse 

That,  bat  he  be  al  folly  wood  by  this. 
He  sodejrnly  mot  falle  in-to  wodnesse, 
Bnt-if  god  helpe ;  and  caase  why  this  is, 
He  seyth  him  told  is,  of  a  freend  of  his. 
How  that  ye  sholde  love  oon  that  hatte 

Horasto,  797 

For  sorwe  of  which  this  night  shalt  been 

his  laste.' 

115.  Criseyde,  whicli  that  al  this  wonder 
herdo, 

Gan  aodeynly  aboate  hir  herte  colde,    800 
And  with  a  syk  she  sorwfolly  answerde, 
'  Alias  !  I  wende,  who-so  tales  tolde, 
My  dere  herte  wolde  me  not  holde 
So  lightly  fals  !  alias  !  conceytes  wronge. 
What  harm  they  doon,  for  now  live  I  to 
longe !  805 

116.  Horaste  !  alias !  and  falsen  Troilas  ? 
I  knowe  him  not,  god  helpe  me  so,'  qnod 

she; 
'Alias !    what  wikked  spirit  tolde  him 

thus  ? 
Now  certes,  eem,  to-morwe,  and  I  him  see, 
I  shal  ther-of  as  fol  excasen  me  810 

As  ever  dide  womman,  if  him  lyke' ; 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  fol  sore  syke. 

117.  *Ogod!'  qaod  she,  '  so  worldly  seli- 
nesse. 

Which  clerkes  callen  fals  felicitee, 
Y-modled  is  with  many  a  bittemesse !  815 
Fal  angaisshoas  than  is,  god  woot,'  qaod 

she, 
*  Condicioon  of  veyn  prosperitee  ; 
For  either  joyes  comen  noo^ht  y-fere. 
Or  elles  no  wight  hath  hem  alwey  here. 

118.  O  brotel  wele  of  mannes  joye  un- 
stable !  820 

With  what  wight  so  thoa  be,  or  how  thoa 

pleye, 
Either  he  woot  that  thoa,  joye,  art  ma- 

able. 
Or  woot  it  not,  it  moot  ben  oon  of  tweye ; 
Now  if  he  woot  it  not,  how  may  he  seye 
That  he  hath  verray  joye  and  solinesse,  825 
That  is  of  ignoraonce  ay  in  derknesse  ? 
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119.  Now  if  he  woot  that  joye  is  transi- 
torie, 

As  every  joye  of  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 
Than  every  t3ane  he  that  hath  in  me- 

morie, 
The  drede  of  lesing  maketh  htm  that  he 
May  in  no  parfit  selinesse  be.  831 

And  if  to  lese  his  joye  he  set  a  myte, 
Than  semeth  it  that  joye  is  worth  ful 

lyte. 

120.  Wherfore    I   wol   deffyne    In    this 
matere, 

That  trewely,  for  ooght  I  can  espye,      835 
Ther  is  no  verray  wele  in  this  world  here. 
Bnt  O,  thou  wikked  serpent  Jaloiisye, 
Thon  misbeleved  and  envious  folye, 
Why  hastow  Troilns  me  mad  untriste, 
That  never  yet  agilte  him,  that  I  wiste  ? ' 

121.  Quod  Pandams,  'thus  fallen  Is  this 
cas.'  841 

•  Why,  nncle  mjna,'  quod  she,  '  who  tolde 

him  this  ? 
Why  doth  my  dere  herte  thns,  alias  ?* 

•  Ye  woot,  ye  nece  myn,*  quod  he, '  ^  hat  is  ; 
I  hope  al  shal  be  wel  that  is  amis.  845 
For  ye  may  qnenche  al  this,  if  that  yow 

leste, 
And  doth  right  so,   for  I  holde  it  the 
beste.' 

122.  '  So  shal  I  do  to-morwe,  y-wis,'  qnod 
she, 

'  And  god  to-fom,  so  that  it  shal  snfFyse.* 

•  To-morwe  ?  alias,  that  were  a  fayr,'  quod 

he,  850 

'Xi^,  nay,  it  may  not  stonden  in  this 

wyse ; 
For,  nece  myn,  thus  wryten  clerkes  wyse, 
That  peril  is  with  drecching  in  y-drawe  ; 
Nay,  swich  abodes  been  nought  worth  an 

hawe. 

123.  Nece,  al  thing  hath  tyme,  I   dar 
avowe ;  855 

For  whan  a  chaumber  a-fyr  is,  or  an  halle, 
Wel  more  nede  is,  it  sodesmly  rescowe 
Than  to  dispute,  and  axe  amonges  alle 
How  is  this  candel  in  the  straw  y*falle  ? 
A  !  benedicite  !  for  al  among  that  fare  860 
The  harm  is  doon,  and  fare-wel  feldefare ! 


124.  And,  nece  myn,  ne  take  it  not  a-. 
greef, 

If  that  ye  sufFre  him  al  night  in  this  wo, 
Qod  help  me  so,  ye  hadde  him  never  leef, 
That  dar  I  seyn,  now  there  is  but  we 
two ;  865 

But  wel  I  woot,  that  ye  wol  not  do  so  ; 
Ye  been  to  wys  to  do  so  gret  folye, 
To  pntte  his  lyf  al  night  in  jupartye.' 

125.  'Hadde  I  him  never  leef?    By  gcMl, 
I  wene 

Ye  hadde  never  thing  so  leef,'  quod  she. 
'  Now  by  my  thrift,'  quod  he,  '  that  shal 
be  sene  ;  8;i 

For,  sin  yo  make  this  ensample  of  me, 
If  I  al  night  wolde  him  in  sorwe  see 
For  al  the  tresour  in  the  toun  of  Troye. 
I  bidde  god,  I  never  mote  have  joye  !     875 

ft 

126.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  ye,  that  been 
his  love, 

Shul  putte  al  night  his  lyf  in  jupartye 
For  thing  of  nought !    Now,  by  that  god 

above, 
Nought  only  this  delay  comth  of  folye, 
But  of  malyce,  if  that  I  shal  nought  lye. 
What,  platly,  and  ye  suffre  him  in  dis- 

tresse,  SHi 

Ye  neither  bountee  doon  ne  gentilesse  ! ' 

127.  Quod  tho  Criseyde,  '  wole  ye   do<^^>ii 
o  thing, 

And  ye  therwith  shal  stinte  al  hisdisese  ; 
Have  here,  and  bereth  him  this  blewe 

ring,  885 

For  ther  is  northing  mighte  him  bettre 

plese, 
Save  I  my-self,  ne  more  his  herte  apese  ; 
And  sey  my  dere  herte,  that  his  sorwe 
Is  causeles,  that  shal  be  seen  to-morwe.' 

128.  'A  ring  ? '  quod  he,  '  ye,  hasel-wodes 
shaken !  8go 

Ye,  nece  mjrn,  that  ring  moste  han  a  stoon 
That  mighte  dede  men  alyve  maken  ; 
And  swich  a  ring,  trowe  I  that  ye  have 

noon. 
Discrecioun  out  of  your  heed  is  goon  : 
That  fele  I  now,'  quod  he,  '  and  that  is 

routhe ;  895 

O    tyme    y-lost,    wel    maystow    cursen 

slouthe ! 
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129.  Wot  ye  not  wel  that  noble  and  heigh 
corage 

Ne  sorweth  not,  ne  stinteth  eek  for  lyte? 
But  if  a  fool  were  in  a  jalons  rage, 
I  nolde  setten  at  his  sorwe  a  myte,      900 
But  feffe  him  with  a  fewe  wordes  whyto 
Another  day,  whan  that  I  mighte  him 

finde  : 
But  this  thing  stont  al  in  another  kinde. 

130.  This  is  so  gentil  and  so  tendre  of 
herte, 

Tliat  with  his  deeth  he  wol  his  sorwes 
wreke ;  905 

For  trusteth  wel,  how  sore  that  him 
smerte, 

He  wol  to  yow  no  jalouse  wordes  spoke. 

And  for-thy,  neco,  er  that  his  herte  breke,  , 

So  spek  jrour-solf  to  him  of  this  matere  ; 

For  with  o  word  ye  may  his  herte  stere. 

13 1.  Now  have  I  told  what  peril  he  is 
inne,  9" 

And  his  coming  unwist  is  t'  every  wight ; 
lie,  pardee,  harm  may  ther  be  noon  ne 

sinne; 
I  wol  my-self  be  with  yow  al  this  night. 
Ye  knowe  eek  how  it  is  your  owne  knight, 
And  that,  by  right,  ye  moete  upon  him 

triste,  916 

And  I  al  prest  to  fecche  him  whan  yow 

liste.' 

132.  This  accident  so  pitous  was  to  here. 
And  eek  so  lyk  a  sooth,  at  pryme  face, 
And  Troilus  hir  knight  to  hir  so  dere,  920 
His  priv6  coming,  and  the  siker  place, 
That,  though    that    she    dide    him    as 

thanne  a  grace, 
Considered  alle  t  hinges  as  they  stode, 
No  wonder  is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

138.  Cryseyde  answerde,  *  as  wisly  god  at 
reste  925 

ICy  sowlo  bringe,  as  me  is  for  him  wo  I 
And  eem,  y-wis,  fayn  wolde  I  doon  the 

beste, 
If  that  I  hadde  grace  to  do  so. 
But  whether  that  ye  dwelle  or  for  him  go, 
I  am,  til  god  me  bettre  minde  sonde,   950 
At  dnlcamon,  right  at  my  wittes  ende.* 


184.  Quod  Pandarus,  'ye,  nece,  wol  ye 
here? 

Dnlcamon     called     is     "fleminge     of 

wrecches  " ; 
It  semeth  hard,  for  wrecches  wol  not  lore 
For    verray    slouthe    or    others    wilful 

tecches ;  935 

This  seyd  by  hem  that  be  not  worth  two 

fecches. 
But  ye  ben  wys,  and  that  we  han  on 

honde 
Nis  neither  hard,  ne  skilful  to  withstonde.' 

185.  'Thanne,  eem,'  quod  she,  'doth  her- 
of  as  yow  list ; 

But  er  he  come  I  wil  up  first  aryse  ;    940 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  al  my  trist 
Is  on  yow  two,  and  ye  ben  bothe  wyse, 
So  wircheth  now  in  so  discreet  a  wjrse. 
That  I  honour  may  have,  and  he  ples- 

aunce; 
For  I  am  here  al  in  your  govemannce.' 

186.  'That  is  wel  seyd,*  quod  he,  'my 
nece  dere,  946 

Ther  good  thrift  on  that  wyse    gentil 

herte ! 
But  liggeth  stille,  and  taketh  him  right 

here. 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte ; 
And  ech  of  yow  ese  otheres  sorwes  smerte. 
For  love    of  god ;    and,   Venus,  I  thee 

herie ;  951 

For  sone  hope  I  we  shulle  ben  alle  merie.' 

187.  This  Troilus  fnl  sone  on  knees  him 
sette 

Ful  sobrely,  right  by  hir  beddes  heed, 
And  in  his  beste  wyae  his  lady  grette ;  955 
But  lord,  so  she  wex  sodeynliche  reed  ! 
Ke,  though  men  sholden  smyten  of  hir 

heed. 
She  ooude  nought  a  word  a-right  out- 

bringe 
So  sodeynly,  for  his  sodeyn  comings. 

188.  But  Pandarus,  that  so  wel  coude  fele 
In  every  thing,  to  pleye  anoon  bigan,  961 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  see  how  this  lord  can 

knele ! 
Now,  for  your  tronthe,  seeth  this  gentil 
man  !* 
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And  with  that  word  he  for  a  qtiisshen 

ran, 
And  seyde,  '  kneleth  now,  whyl  that  yow 

leste,  965 

Ther  god  ^our  hertes  bringe    Bone    at 

reste!* 

189.  Can  I  not  seyn,  for  she  bad  him  not 

ryse, 
If  sorwe  it  pntte  out  of  hir  remeijaibrannce. 
Or  elles  if  she  toke  it  in  the  W3n9e 
Of  dnfitee,  as  for  his  observaunce  ;        970 
Bat   wel    finde    I    she    dide    him    this 

pleaaunce, 
That  she  him  kiste,  al-thongh  she  syked 

sore ; 
And  bad  him  sitte  a-donnwith-onten  more. 

140.  Qaod  Fandaros,  *now  wol  ye  wel 
biginne ; 

Now  doth  him  sitte,  gode  nece  dere,  975 
Upon  your  beddes  syde  al  there  with- 

inne, 
That  ech  of  yow  the  bet  may  other  here.* 
And  with  that  word  he  drow  him  to  the 

fere, 
And  took  a  light,  and  fond  his  conten- 

annce 
As  for  to  loke  np-on  an  old  romaonce.  980 

141.  Criseyde,  that  was  Troilus  lady  right, 
And  cleer  stood  on  a  gronnd  of  sikernesse, 
Al  thonghte  she,  hir  servannt  and  hir 

knight 
Ne  sholde  of  right  non  nntronthe  in  hir 

geese,  984 

Yet  nathelees,  considered  his  distresse, 
And  that  love  is  in  cause  of  swich  folye, 
Thus  to  him  spak  she  of  his  jeloosye  : 

142.  *  Lo,  herte  myn,  as  wolde  the  excel- 
lence 

Of  love,  ayeins  the  which  that  no  man 

may, 
Ne  onghte  eek  goodly  maken  resistence  ; 
And  eek  bycause  I  felto  wel  and  say    991 
Your  gretetronthe,  and  servyse  everyday ; 
And  that  your  herte  al  myn  was,  sooth  to 

seyne, 
This  droof  me  for  to  rewe  npK)n  yonr 

peyne. 


148.  And  your  goodnesse  have  I  fonnde 

alwey  yit,  995 

Of  whiche,  my  dere  herte  and  al   my 

knight, 
I  thonke  it  yow,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  I  nonght  as  mnche  as  it  were  right ; 
And  I,   emforth   my  conninge  and  my 

might. 
Have  and  ay  shal,  how  sore   that  me 

smerte,  looo 

Ben  to  yow  trewe  and  hool,  with  al  myn 

herte  j 

144.  And  dredelees,  that  shal  be  fonnde 

at  preve. — 
But,  herte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  seyne 
Shal  wel  be  told,  so  that  ye  noght  yow 

greve, 
Thongh  I  to  yow  right  on  yonr-self  com- 

pleyne.  1005 

For  ther-with  mene  I  fynally  the  peyne, 
That  halt  yonr  herte  and  myn  in  hevi- 

nesse, 
Fnlly  to  sleen,  and  every  wrong  redresse. 

146.  My  goode,  myn,  not  I  for-why  ne 

how 
That  Jalonsye,  alias !  that  wikked  wivere. 
Thus  causelees  is  cropen  in-to  yow  ;    1011 
The  harm  of  which  I  wolde  fayn  delivere ! 
Alias !  that  he,  al  hool,  or  of  him  slivere, 
Shuld  have  his  refut  in  so  digne  a  phioe, 
Ther  Jove  him  sone  out  of  your  herte 

arace !  1015 

146.  But  O,  thou  Jove,  O  auctor  of  nature, 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  deitee. 

That  folk  ungiltif  suffren  here  injure, 
And  who  that  giltif  is,  ol  quit  goth  he  ? 
O  were  it  leful  for  to  pleyne  on  thee,  1020 
That  undeserved  sufirest  jalonsye. 
And  that  I  wolde  up-on  thee  pleyne  and 
crye ! 

147.  Eek  al  my  wo  is  this,  that  folk  now 
usen 

To  seyn    right    thus,   ''ye,  Jalonsye    is 


Love 
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And  wolde  a  busshel  venim  al  excusen. 
For  that  o  greyn  of  love  is  on  it  shove  ! 
Bnt  that  wot  heighe  god  that  sit  above, 
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If  it  ])e  lyker  love,  or  hate,  or  g^rame  ; 
Anl  after  that,  it  onghte  here  his  name. 

14iS.  But  certeyn  is,  som  maner  jalousye 
Is  excosablo  more  than  som,  y-wis.     1031 
As  whan  caase  is,  and  som  swich  fantasye 
With  pietoo  so  wel  repressed  is, 
That  it  unncthe  dooth  or  seyth  amis, 
But  goodly  drinketh  np  al  his  distresso ; 
And  that  excuse  I,  for  the  gentilesse.  1036 

1 19.  And  som  so  ful  of  furie  is  and  despyt, 
That  it  sourmounteth  his  repressioun  ; 
But  herte  myn,  ye  be  not  in  that  plyt. 
That  thanke    I    god,    for  whiche  your 
passioun  1040 

I  wol  not  calle  it  but  illusioun. 
Of  habundaunce  of  love  and  bisy  cure. 
That  dooth  your  herte  this  disese  endure. 

l.'iO.  Of  which  I  am  right  sory,  but  not 
wrooth ;  1044 

But,  for  my  devoir  and  your  hertes  reste, 
Wher-Bo  yow  list,  by  ordal  or  by  ootli, 
By  sort,  or  in  what  wjrse  so  yow  loste, 
For  love  of  god,  lat  preve  it  for  the  beste ! 
And  if  that  I  be  giltif,  do  me  deye,     1049 
Alias  !  what  mighte  I  more  doon  or  seye? ' 

151.  With  that  a  fewe  brighto  teres  newe 
Out  of  hir  eyen  fille,  and  thus  she  seyde, 

"  Xow  god,  thou  wost,  in  thought  ne  dede 

untrewe 
To  Troilus  was  never  yet  Criseyde.' 
With  that  hir  heed  doun  in  the  bed  she 

leyde,  1055 

And  with  the  slioto  it  wroigh,  and  syghed 

sore, 
And  held  hir  i)ees ;  not  o  word  spak  she 

more. 

152.  But  now  help  god  to.  quenchen  al 
this  sorwc, 

So  hope  I  that  he  shal,  for  he  best  may; 
For  I  have  seyn,  of  a  ful  misty  morwe  1060 
Folwen  ful  ofto  a  mery  someres  day ; 
And  after  winter  folweth  grene  May. 
Mon  seen  nlday,  and  reden  eek  in  stories. 
That  after  sharpe  shoures  been  victories. 


l~i'X  This  Troilus,   whan  ho  hir  wordes 

herdo, 
Ilavo  yo  no  care,  him  liste  not  to  slope  ; 


1065 


For  it  thonghte  him  no  strokes  of  a  yerde 
To  here  or  seen  Criseyde  his  lady  wei)e  ; 
But  wel  he  felfce  aboute  his  herte  crepe. 
For  every  teer  which  that  Criseyde  a- 

sterte,  ^  1070 

The  crampe  of  deeth,  to  streyne  him  by 

the  herte. 

154.  And  in  his  minde  he  gan  the  tymo 
acurae 

That  he  cam  there,  and  that  he  was  bom ; 
For  now  is  wikke  y-tume<l  in-to  worse, 
And  al  that  labour  he  hath  doon  bifom, 
He  wende  it  lost,  he  thoughte  he  nas  but 

lorn.  i07(') 

*0  PandarUs,'  thoughte  he,  'alias!    thy 

wyle 
Serveth    of   nought,    so    weylawey    the 

whyle  I  • 

155.  And  therwithal  he  heng  a-doun  the 
heed) 

And  fil  on  knees,  and  sorwfully  he  sighte ; 
What  mighte  he  seyn?  he  felte  he  nos 

but  deed,  108 1 

For  wrooth  was  she  that  shulde  his  sorwes 

lighte. 
But  natheloefl,    whan    that    he    spoken 

mighte, 
Than  seyde  he  thus,  ^  god  woot,  that  of 

this  game. 
Whan  al  is  wist,  than  am  I  not  to  blame !  * 

15G.  Therewith   the  sorwe  so  his  hci-tc 
shette,  iu-% 

That  from  his  eyen  fil  ther  not  a  tere, 
And  every  spirit  his  vigour  in-knette, 
So  they  astoned  and  oppressed  were. 
The  feling  of  his  sorwe,  or  of  his  fere,  1090 
Or  of  ought  elles,  fled  was  out  of  towne  ; 
And  doun  ha  fel  al  sodeynly  a-swowne. 

157.  Tliis  was  no  litel  sorwe  for  to  sec  ; 
But  al  was  bust,  and  Pandare  up  as  fastc, 
'  O  nece,  pees,  or  we  be  lost,' quod  he,  1095 
'  Beth  nought  agast ;'  but  certeyn,  at  the 

laste, 
For  this  or  that,  he  in-to  bedde  him  caste. 
And  seyde,  *0  theef,  is  this  a  mannes 

herte?' 
And  of  he  rente  al  to  his  bare  sherte  : 
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158.  And  seydOf  'nece,  but  ye  helpo  ns 


now. 


1 100 


Alias,  yovLT  ovme  Troilns  is  lorn  V 
*  Y-wis,  so  wolde  I,  and  I  wiste  how, 
Fal  fayn,'  quod  she  ;  *  alias !  that  I  was 

born!' 
'  Ye,  nece,  wol  ye  pttUen  out  the  thorn 
That  stiketh  in  his  herte?'  qnod  Fandare ; 
'Sey  "al  foryeve,"  and  stint  is  al  this 

fare ! '  1 106 

150.    'Ye,  that  to  me,'  qnod  she,    'fnl 

lever  were 
Than  al  the  good  the  sonne  abonte  gooth ' ; 
And  therwith-al  she  swoor  him  in  his  ere, 
*Y-wis,  my  dere    herte,   I   am   nought 

wrooth,  mo 

Have  here  my  tronthe  and  many  another 

ooth ; 
Now  speok  to  me,  for  it  am  I,  Criseyde  !' 
But  al  for  nought ;  yet  mighte  he  not 

A-breyde. 

160.  Therwith  his  pons  and  pawmes  of 
his  hondes 

They  gan  to  frote,  and  wete  his  temples 
tweyne,  1 1 15 

And,  to  deliveren  him  from  bittre  bondes. 

She  ofte  him  kiste ;  and,  shortly  for  to 
seyne, 

Hun  to  revoken  she  dide  al  hir  peyne. 

And  at  the  laste,  he  gan  his  breeth  to 
drawe, 

And  of  his  swough  sono  after  that  adawe, 

161.  And  gan  bet  minde  and  reson  to  him 
take,  1 121 

But  wonder  sore  he  was  abayst,  y-wis. 
And  with  a  syk,  whan  he  gan  bet  a-wake, 
He  seyde,  *  O  mercy,  god,  what  thing  is 

this?' 
'  Why  do  ye  with  your-^elven  thus  amis  ? ' 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,   'is  this  a  mannes 

game?  1126 

What,    Troilus!    wol    ye    do    thus,    for 

shame?' 

162.  And  therwith-al  hir  arm  over  him 
she  leyde, 

And  al  foryaf,  and  ofbe  tyme  him  keste. 
He  thonked  hir,  and  to  hir  spak,   and 
seyde  1 130 


As  ill  to  purpos  for  his  herte  reste. 

And  she  to  that  answerde  him  as  hir 

lest«; 
And  with  hir  goodly  wordes  him  disporte 
She  gan,  and  ofte  his  sorwes  to  comforte. 

163.  Quod  Pandarus,   'for.  ought  I  can 
espyen,  1135 

This  light  nor  I  ne  serven  here  of  nought ; 
Light  is  not  good  for  syke  folkes  ytin. 
But  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  ye  be  brought 
In  thus  good  plyt,  lat  now  non  hevy 

thought 
Ben    hanginge    in    the    hertes    of  yow 

tweye:'  1140 

And  bar  the  candel  to  the  chimeneye. 

164.  Sone  after  this,  though  it  no  nede 
were, 

Whan  she  swich  othes  as  hir  list  devyse 
Hadde  of  him  take,  hir  though te  tho  no 

fere, 
Ne  cause  eek  non,  to  bidde  him  thcnnes 

ryse.  1145 

Yet  lesse  thing  than  otlies  may  sufTyse 
In  many  a  cas  ;  for  every  wight,  I  gesse, 
That  loveth  wel  meneth  but  gentilesse. 

165.  But  in  effect  she  wolde  wito  anoon 
Of  what  man,  and  eek  whore,  and  also 

why  1150 

He  jelous  was,  sin  ther  was  cause  noon  ; 
And  eek  the  signe,  that  he  took  it  by. 
She  bad  him  that  to  telle  hir  bisily. 
Or  elles,  oerteyn,  she  bar  him  on  honde, 
That  this  was  doon  of  molis,  hir  to  fondo. 

.,166.  With-outen  more,  shortly  for  to 
seyne,  1156 

He  moste  obeye  un-to  his  lady  heste  ; 

And  for  the  lasso  harm,  ho  moste  fejme. 

He  seyde  hir,  whan  she  was  at  swiche 
a  feste 

She  mighte  on  him  han  loked  at  the 
lesto  ;  1 1 60 

Not  I  not  what,  al  dere  y-nough  a  risshe, 

As  he  that  nedes  moste  a  cause  fisshe. 

167.  And  she  answerde,  '  swete,  al  were 

it  so, 
What  harm   was  that,   sin  I   non  yvel 

mene? 
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For,  by  that  god  that  botighte  us  bothe 
two,  1165 

In  alle  thinge  is  myn  entente  clene. 

Swich  arguments  ne  been  not  worth  a 
bene ; 

Wol  ye  the  childish  jalous  contrefete  ? 

Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  y-bete.' 

168.  Tho  Troilus  gan  sorwftdly  to  syke, 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  him  thoughte  his 

herte  deyde  ;  11 71 

And  seyde,  *  all«s  !  upon  my  sorwes  9yke 
Have  mercy,  swete  herte  myn,  Criseyde ! 
And  if  that,  in  tho  wordes  that  I  seyde. 
Be  any  wrong,  I  wol  no  more  trespace ; 
Do  what  yow  list,  I  am  al  in  your  grace.' 

169.  And  she  answerde,  '  of  gilt  miseri- 
cord© ! 

That  is  to  seyn,  that  I  foryeve  al  this ; 
And  ever-more  on  this  night  yow  recorde, 
And  beth  wel  war  ye  do  no  more  amis. 'i  180 
*  Nay,  dero  herte  mj-n,*  quod  he,  '  y-wis.' 
'And  now,'  quod  she,   'that  I  have  do 

yow  smerte, 
Foryeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte.' 

170.  This  Troilus,  with  blisse  of  that  sup- 
prysed,  1184 

Put  al  in  goddes  bond,  as  he  that  mente 
No-thing  but  wel ;  and,  sodeynly  avysed, 
He  hir  in  armes  faste  to  him  hente. 
And  Fandarus,  with  a  ful  good  entente, 
Leyde  him  to  slepe,  and  seyde,  '  if  ye  ben 

wyse, 
Swowneth  not  now,  lest  more  folk  aryse.' 

171.  What  mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke* 
seye,  1191 

Whan  that  the  sparhauk  hath  it  in  his 

foot? 
I  can  no  more,  but  of  thise  ilke  twoye, 
To  whom  this  tale  sucre  be  or  soot. 
Though  that  I  tarie  a  yeer,   som-tyme 

I  moot,  1195 

After  myn  auctor,  tellen  hir  gladnesse. 
As  wel  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

172.  Criseyde,  which  that  felte  hir  thus 
y-take. 

As  writen  clerkes  in  hir  bokes  olde, 


Bight  as  an  aspes  leef  she  gan  to  quake, 
Whan  she  him   felte:  hir  in  his  armes 

folde.  laoi 

But  Troilus,  al  hool  of  cares  colde, 
Gan    thanken    tho    the    blisful    goddes 

sevene ; 
Thus    Bondry    peynes    bringen    folk    to 

hevene. 

178.    This    Troilus    in    armes    gan    hir 

streyne,  1205 

And  seyde,  'O  swete,  as  ever  mote  I  goon, 

Now  be  ye  caught,  now  is  ther  but  we 

tweyne ; 
Now  yeldeth  yow,  for  other  boot  is  noon.' 
To  that  Criseyde  answerde  thus  anoon, 
'  Ne  hadde   I  er  now,   my  swete  herte 
dere,  12 10 

Ben  yolde,  y-wis,  I  were  now  not  here  !' 

174.  O  !  sooth  is  seyd,  that  heled  for  to  be 
As  of  a  fevre  or  othere  greet  syknesse, 
Men  moste  drinke,  as  men  may  often  see, 
Ful  bittre  drink ;  and  for  to  han  glad- 
nesse, 1215 

Men  drinken  often  peyne  and  greet  dis- 

tresse ; 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  aventure, 
That  thourgh  a  peyne  hath  founden  al 

his  cure. 

175.  And  now  swetnesse    semeth    more 
swete. 

That  bittemesse  assayed  was  biforn ;  1220 
For  out  of  wo  in  blisse  now  they  flete. 
Non  swich  they  felten,  sith  they  were 

born  ; 
Now  is  this  bet,  than  bothe  two  be  lorn  ! 
For  love    of  god,   take   every  womman 

hede 
To  werken  thus,  if  it  comth  to  the  nede. 

176.  Criseyde,  al  quit  from  every  dredo 
and  tene,  1226 

As  she  that  juste  cause  hadde  him  to  triste. 
Made  him  swich  feste,  it  joye  was  to  sene. 
Whan  she  his  trouthe  and  clene  entente 
wiste.  1229 

And  as  aboute  a  tree,  with  many  a  twiste, 
Bitrent  and  wryth  the  sote  wode-binde, 
Gan  eche  of  hem  in  armes  other  vdnde. 


Book  III.] 


^voiftie  anb  Crtee^be. 


265 


177.  And  as  the  newe  abaysahed  nightin- 
gale, 

That  gtinteth  first  whan  she  biginneth 

Binge, 
Whan  that  she  hereth  any  herde  tale,  1255 
Or  in  the  hegges  any  wight  steringe, 
And  after  siker  dooth  hir  voys  ont-ringe ; 
Eight  so  Criseyde,  whan  hir  drede  stente, 
Opned  hir  herte,  and  tolde  him  hir  entente. 

178.  And  right  as  he  that  seeth  his  deeth 
y-shapen,  1340 

And  deye  moot,  in  ought  that  he  may 


And  sodeynly  rescons  doth  him  escapen. 
And  from  his  deeth  is  brought  in  siker- 

nesse. 
For  al  this  world,  in  swich  present  glad- 

nesse  1344 

Was  Troilas,  and  hath  his  lady  swete  ; 
With  worse  hap  god  lat  ns  never  mete  I 

179.  Hir  armes  smale,  hir  streyghte  bak 
and  softe, 

Hir   sydes  longe,   fleshly,   smothe,    and 

whyte 
He  g^n  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  ftil 

ofte 
Hir  snowish  throte,  hir  brestes  rounde  and 

Ijrte  J  1250 

Thns  in  this  hevene  he  gan  him  to  delyte, 
And  ther-with-al  a  thousand  tyme  hir 

kiste; 
That,  what  to  done,  for  joye  nnnethe  he 

wiste. 

180.  Than  seyde  he  thns,  *0,  Love,   O, 
Charitee, 

Thy  moder  eek,  Citherea  the  swete,     1355 
After  thy-^self  next  heried  be  she, 
Venns  mene  I,  the  wel-willy  planete  ; 
And  next  that,  Imenfins,  I  thee  g^te ; 
For  never  man  was  to  yow  goddes  holde 
As  I,  which  ye  han  bronght  fro  cares 
colde.  i2(jo 

181.  Benigne  Love,    thou  holy  bond  of 
thinges, 

Who-so  wol  grace,  and  list  thee  nought 

honouren, 
Lo,  his  desyr  wol  flee  with-onten  winges. 

K 


For,  noldestow  of  bountee  hem  socouren 
That  ser  ven  best  and  most  alwey  labouren, 
Tet  were  al  lost,  that  dar   I  wel  seyn, 
certes,  1266 

But-if  thy  grace  passed  our  desertes. 

182.  And  for  thou  me,  that  ooude  leest 
deserve 

Of  hem  that  nombred  been  un-to  thy 

grace, 
Hast  holpen,  ther  I  lykly  was  to  sterve, 
And  me  bistowed  in  so  hejrgh  aphice  1271 
That  thilke  boundes  may  no  blisse  pace, 
I  can  no  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
Be  to  thy  bounte  and  thyn  excellence ! ' 

183.  And  therwith-al  Criseyde  anoon  he 
kiste,  1275 

Of  which,  certeyn,  she  felte  no  disese. 
And  thus  seyde  he,  *now  wolde  god  I 

wiste, 
Myn  herte  swete,  how  I  yow  mighte  plese ! 
What  man,'  quod  he,  ^  was  ever  thus  at  ese 
As  I,  on  whiche  the  faireste  and  the 

beste  1280 

That  ever  I  say,  deyneth  hir  herte  reste. 

184.  Here   may  men   seen    that  mercy 
passeth  right ; 

The  experience  of  that  is  felt  in  me, 
That  am  unworthy  to  so  swete  a  wight. 
But  herte  myn,  of  your  benignitee,      1285 
So  thenketh,  though  that  I  unworthy  be, 
Tet  mot  I  nede  amenden  in  som  wyse, 
Right  thonrgh  the  vertu  of  your  heyghe 
servyse. 

185.  And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady 
dere. 

Sin  god  hath  wrought  me  for  I  shal  yow 
serve,  1290 

As  thus  I  mene,  that  ye  wol  bo  my  stere. 
To  do  mo  live,  if  that  yow  liste,  or  sterve, 
So  techeth  me  how  that  I  may  deserve 
Tour    thank,   so    that    I,  thurgh    myn 
ignoraunce,  1294 

Ne  do  no-thing  that  yow  be  displesaunce. 

186.  For  certes,  fresshe  wommanliche  wyf. 
This  dar  I  seye,  that  trouthe  and  dili- 
gence, 

That  shal  ye  finden  in  me  al  my  lyf, 

3 
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Ne  I  wol  not,  certeyn,  broken  your  de- 
fence; 
And  if  I  do,  present  or  in  absence,      1300 
For  love  of  god,  lat  slee  me  with  the  dede, 
If  that  it  lyke  nn-to  your  womanhede.' 

187.  '  Y-wis,*  qnod  she,  *  myn  owne  hertes 
list. 

My  ground  of  ese,  and  al  mjm  herte  dere, 
Qrannt  mercy,   for  on    that    is    al  my 

trist ;  1305 

Bat  late  ns  falle  awey  fro  this  matere ; 
For  it  snifyseth,  this  that  seyd  is  here. 
And  at  o  word,  with-onten  repentannce, 
Wel-come,    my    knight,    my    pees,    my 

sniiisaunce !  * 

188.  Of  hir  delyt,  or  joyes  oon  the  leste 
Were  impossible  to  my  wit  to  seye  ;    131 1 
Bat  juggoth,  ye  that  han  ben  at  the  feste 
Of  swioh  gladnesse,  if  that  hem  listepleye ! 
I  can  no  more,  bat  thas  thise  ilke  tweye 
That  night,  be-twixen  dreed  and  siker- 

nesse,  1315 

Felten  in  love  the  grete  worthinesse. 

189.  O  blisfal  night,   of   hem    so  longe 
y-soujht, 

How  blithe  nn-to  hem  bothe  two  thoa 

were! 
Why  ne  hadde  I  swich  on  with  my  scale 

y-boaght. 
Ye,  or  the  leeste  joye  that  was  there  ?  1330 
A-wey,  thoa  foale  dannger  and  thoa  fere. 
And  lat  hem  in  this  hevene  blisse  dwelle, 
That  is  so  heygh,  that  al  ne  can  I  telle ! 

190.  Bat  sooth  is,  though  I  can  not  tellenal. 
As  can  myn  aactor,  of  his  excellence,  1325 
Yet  have  I  seyd,  and,  god  to-fom,  I  shal 
In  every  thing  al  hoolly  his  sentence. 
And  if  that  I,  at  loves  reverence, 

Have  any  word  in  eohed  for  the  beste, 
Doth  therwith-al    right  as   yoor-selven 
leste.  1330 

191.  For  myne  wordes,  here  and  every 
part, 

I  speke  hem  alle  nnder  correcoioan 
Of  yow,  that  feling  han  in  loves  art. 
And  patte  it  al  in  year  discrecioan 
T*  encrese  or  maken  diminaoioon        1335 


Of  my  langage,  and  that  I  yow  bi-seche ; 
Bat  now  to  parpos  of  my  rather  speche. 

192.  Tliise  ilke  two,  that  ben  in  armes 

laft. 
So  looth  to  hem  a-sonder  goon  it  were, 
That  ech  from  other  wende  been  biraft, 
Or  dies,  lo,  this  was  hir  moste  fere,    1341 
That  al  this  thing  bat  nyce  dremes  were ; 
For  which  fol  ofte  ech  of  hem  seyde,  '  O 

swete, 
Clippe  ich  yow  thos,  or  elles  I  it  mete  ?* 

198.  And,  lord !  so  he  gan  goodly  on  hir 

see,  1345 

That  never  his  look  ne  bleynte  from  hir 

face. 
And  seyde,  '  O  dere  herte,  may  it  be 
That  it  be  sooth,  that  ye  ben  in  this 

place?' 
'  Ye,  herte  myn,  god  thank  I  of  his  grace ! ' 
Qnod  tho  Crisejrde,  and  therwith-al  him 

kiste,  1350 

That  where  his  spirit  was,  for  joye  he  niste. 

194.  Tliis  Trollas  fal  ofte  hir  eyen  two 
Gan  for  to  kisse,  and  seyde,  '  O  eyen  clere, 
It  were  ye  that  wroaghte  me  swich  wo, 
Ye  hamble  nettes  of  my  lady  dere !     1355 
Thoagh  ther  be  mercy  writen   in  year 

chere, 
God  wot,  the  text  fal  hard  is,  sooth,  to 

iinde, 
Howcoade  ye  with-oaten  bond  me  binde?' 

196.  Therwith  he  gan  hir  faste  in  armes 
take,  1359 

And  wel  an  hnndred  tymes  gan  he  syke, 
Nonghtswichesorwfal  sykes  as  men  make 
For  wo,  or  elles  whan  that  folk  ben  syke, 
Bat  esy  sykes,  swiche  as  been  to  lyke, 
That  shewed  his  affeccioan  with-inne ; 
Of  swiche  ^kes  coade  he  nought  bilinne. 

196.  Sone  after  this  they  speke  of  sondry 
thinges,  1366 

As  ill  to  parpos  of  this  aventare, 
And  pleyinge  entrechaongeden  hir  ringes, 
Of  which  I  can  nought  tellen  no  scripture ; 
But  wel  I  woot  a  broche,  gold  and  a«are. 
In  whiche  a  raby  set  was  lyk  an  herte,  1371 
Criseyde  him  yaf,  and  stak  it  on  his 
sherte. 
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197.  Lord !  troweye,  acoveitoos,  a wrecche, 
That  blameth  love  and  holt  of  it  despyt, 
That,  of  tho  pens  that  he  can  mokre  and 

kecche,  1375 

Was  ever  yet  y-yeve  him  swich  delyt. 
As  is  in  love,  in  00  poynt,  in  som  plyt  ? 
Nay,  dontelees,  for  also  god  me  save, 
So  parfit  joye  may  no  nigard  have  ! 

198.  They  wol   sey  *  yis,*  but  lord !    so 
that  they  lye,  1380 

Tho  bisy  'wxecches,  Ail  of  wo  and  drede  I 
They  callen  love  a  woodnesse  or  folye. 
But  it  shal  falle  hem  as  I  shal  yow  rede  ; 
They  shul  forgo  the  whyte  and  eke  the 

rede, 
And  live  in  wo,  ther  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce,  1385 

And  every  lover  in  his  trouthe  avaunce  ! 

199.  As  wolde  god,  tho  wrecches,  that 
dispyse 

Scrvyse  of  love,  hadde  eres  id-so  longe 

As  hadde  Myda,  ful  of  coveityse  ; 

And  ther-to  dronken  hadde  as  hoot  and 

stronge  1390 

As  Crassus  dide  for  his  affectis  wronge. 
To  techen  hem  that  they  ben  in  the  vyoe, 
And  loveres  nought,  al-though  they  holde 

hem  nyce ! 

200.  Thise  ilke  two,  of  whom  that  I  yow 
seye,  1394 

Whan  that  hir  hertes  wel  assured  were, 
Tho  gonne  they  to  speken  and  to  pleye. 
And  eek  rehercen  how,  and  whanne,  and 

where, 
They  knewe  hem  first,  and  every  wo  and 

fere 
That  passed  was ;  but  al  swich  hevinesse, 
I  thanke  it  god,  was  toumed  togladnesse. 

201.  And  ever-mo,  whan  that  hem  fel  to 
speke  1401 

Of  any  thing  of  swich  a  tyme  agoon. 
With  kissing  al  that  tale  sholde  broke, 
And  fallen  in  a  newe  joye  anoon, 
And  diden  al  hir  might,  sin  they  were 
oon,  1405 

For  to  recoveren  blisse  and  been  at  ese, 
And  passed  wo  with  joye  countrepeyse. 


202.  Beson  wil  not  that  I  speke  of  sleep. 
For  it  accordeth  nought  to  my  matere  ; 
Qod  woot,  they  toke  of  that  fol  litel  keep, 
But  lest  this  night,  that  was  to  hem  so 
dere,  141 1 

Ne  sholde  in  veyn  escape  in  no  manere, 
It  was  biset  in  joye  and  bisinesse 
Of  al  that  souneth  in-to  gentilnesse.    14 14 

208.  But  whan  the  cok,  comune  astrologer, 
Qan  on  his  brest  to  bete,  and  after  crowe. 
And  Lucifer,  the  dayes  messager, 
Qan    for  to  ryse,  and    out    hir    hemes 

throwe ; 
And  estward  roos,  to  him  that  coude  it 

knowe,  1419 

Fortuna  maiorf  fthan  anoon  Criseyde, 
With  herte  sore,  to  Troilus  thus  seyde : — 

204.  *  Myn  hertes  lyf,  my  trist  and  my 

plesaunce. 
That  I  was  bom,  alias !  what  me  is  wo. 
That  day  of  us  mot  make  desseveraunce ! 
For  tyme  it  is  to  ryse,  and  hennes  go,  1425 
Or  elles  I  am  lost  for  evermo ! 
O  night,  alias  !  why  niltow  over  us  hove, 
As  longe  as  whanne  Almena  lay  by  Jove? 

206.  O  blake  night,  as  folk  in  bokes  rede, 
That  shapen  art  by  god  this  world   to 

hyde  1430 

At  certeyn  tymes  with  thy  derke  wede. 
That  under  that  men  mighte  in  reste 

abyde, 
Wel  oughte  bestes  pleyne,  and  folk  thee 

chyde. 
That  there-as  day  with  labour  wolde  us 

breste. 
That  thou  thus  fleest,  and  deynest  us 


nought  reste  ! 


1435 


206.  Thou  dost,   alias  !    to  shortly  thyn 

offyce, 
Thou  rakel  night,  ther  god,  makere  of 

kinde, 
Thee,  for  thyn  hast  and  thyn  unkinde 

vyce, 
So  faste  ay  to  our  hemi-spere  binde. 
That  never-more  under  the  ground  thou 

winde !  1440 

For  now,  for  thou  so  hyest  out  of  Troye, 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joye  !  * 
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J20T.  This  Troilus,  that  with  tho  wordes 

felto, 
As  thoughte  him  tho,  for  pietoos  distresse, 
The  blody  teres  from  his  herte  melte,  1445 
As  ho  that  never  yet  swich  hevinesse 
Assaj'ed  hadde,  out  of  so  greet  gladnesse, 
Gan  therwith-al  Criseyde  his  lady  dere 
In  armes    strejmo,    and    seyde    in  this 

manere : — 

208.  '  O  cmel  day,  accnsour  of  the  joye 
That  night  and  love  han  stole  and  fasto 

y-wryen,  145 » 

A-cursed  be  thy  coming  in-to  Troye, 
For  every  bore  hath  oon  of  thy  bright  y6n ! 
Knvyons  day,  'what  list  thee  so  to  spyen  ? 
\\'hat  hastow  lost,    why  sekestow  this 

place,  1455 

Tlior  god  thy  lyght  so  qaencho,  for  liis 

grace  ? 

12' )9.  Alias!  what  han  thise  loveres  thee 

agilt, 
I^ispitous  day?  thyn  bo  tho  pyno  of  helle ! 
For  many  a  lovore  hastow  slicut,   and 

wilt ; 
Thy   pouring  in  wol  no-wher  lete  hem 

dwella  1460 

Wliat  proferestow  thy  light  here  for  to 

solle? 
Clo  BcUe  it  hem  that  smale  seles  graven, 
We  wol  thee  nought,  us  nedeth  no  day 

haven.* 

210.  And  eek  the  sonno  Tj'tan  gan  he 
chydo. 

And  seyde,  'O  fool,  wol  may  men  thee 
dispj'se,  1465 

Tliat  hast  the  Dawing  al  night  by  thy 
syde, 

And  suffrest  hir  so  sone  up  fro  thee  ryse, 

For  to  disesen  loveres  in  this  wyse. 

Wliat !  hold  your  bed  ther,  thou,  and  eek 
thy  Morwe ! 

I  bidde  god,  so  yeve  yow  bothe  sorwo  ! ' 

211.  Therwith  ftd  sore  he  sighte,  and 
thus  he  seyde,  1471 

'  My  lady  right,  and  of  my  welo  or  wo 
Tho  woUe  and  rote,  O  goodly  myn,Criseydo, 
And  shal  I  ryse,  alias  !  and  shal  I  go  ? 
Now  fele  I  that  myn  herte  moot  a-t wo  !  1475 


For  how  sholde  I  my  lyf  an  houre  save, 
Sin  that  with  yow  is  al  the  lyf  I  have  ? 

212.  What  shal  I  doon,  for  certes,  I  not 

how, 
Ne  whanne,  alias !  I  shal  the  tyme  see, 
That  in  this  plyt  I  may  be  oft  with  yow ; 
And  of  my  lyf,  god  woot  how  that  shal 

be,  i4tSi 

Sin  that  desyr  right  now  so  byteth  me, 
That  I  am  deed  anoon,  but  I  retourne. 
How  sholde  I  longe,  alias  !  fro  yow  so- 

joume? 

218.    But    nathelees,    myn   owene   lady 
blight,  1485 

Tit  were  it  so  that  I  wiste  outrely. 
That  I,  your  humble  servaunt  and  your 

knight, 
Were  in  your  herte  set  so  fermely 
As  ye  in  myn,  tho  which  thing,  trewely, 
He  lever  were  than  thise  worldes  twejrne, 
Yet  sholde  I  bet  enduren  al  my  peyne.' 

214.  To  that   Criseyde  answerde   right 
anoon,  1492 

And  with  a  syk  she  seyde,  *  O  herte  dere, 
The  game,  y-wis,  so  ferforth  now  is  goon, 
That  first  shal  Fhebus  falle  fro  his  spere. 
And  every  egle  been  the  dowves  fere,  149^ 
And  every  roche  out  of  his  place  sterte, 
Er  Troilus  out  of  Criseydes  herte  ! 

215.  Yo  be  so  depe  in-with  myn  herte 
grave, 

That,  though  I  woldo  it  turne  out  of  my 
thought,  151 K) 

As  wisly  verray  god  my  soule  save, 
To  dyen  in  the  pejoie,  I  coude  nought ! 
And,   for  the  love  of  god  that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Lat  in  your  brayn  non  other  fantasyc 
So  crepe,  that  it  cause  me  to  dye !         1505 

216.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  han  as  faste 
in  minde 

As  I  have  yow,  that  woldo  I  yow  bi-soche  ; 
And,  if  I  wiste  soothly  that  to  finde, 
Gk>d  mighte  not  a  poynt  my  joyes  echo  ! 
But,  herte  myn,  with-oute  more  speche, 
Both  to  me  trowe,  or  elles  were  it  routhe ; 
For  I  am  thyn,  by  god  and  by  my  trouthe ! 
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217.  Beth  glad  for-thy,  and  live  in  siker- 
nesse ; 

Thus  seyde  I  never  er  this,  ne  shal  to 
mo ;  1514 

And  if  to  yow  it  were  a  gret  gladnesso 
To  turne  ayein,  soone  after  that  ye  go, 
As  fayn  wolde  I  as  ye,  it  were  so, 
As  wisly  god  myn  hert«  bringe  at  reste ! ' 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  ofto  keste. 

218.  Agayns  his  wil,  sin  it  mo1>  nedes  be. 
This    Troilns    np    roos,    and    faste  him 

cledde,  1531 

And  in  his  armes  took  his  lady  free 
An  hundred  tyme,  and  on  his  wey  him 

spedde, 
And    with    swich  wordes  as    his   hcrte 

bledde. 
He  seyde,  '  farewel,  my  dere  herte  swete, 
Ther  god  as  graunte  sonnde  and  sone  to 

mete !'  15^6 

219.  To  which  no  word  for  sorwe  she 
answerde, 

So  sore  gan  his  parting  fair  destresme ; 
And  Troilns  on-to  his  i)alay8  fcrde, 
As  woo  bigon  as  she  was,  sooth  to  seyne  ; 
So  hard  him  wrong  of  sharp  desyr  the 

-peyne  1531 

For  to  ben  eft  there  he  was  in  plesaunce, 
That  it  may  never  out  of  his  remem- 

brannce. 

220.  lU^tomed  to  his  r§al  palais,  sone  1534 
He  softe  in-to  his  bed  gan  for  to  slinke, 
To  slepe  longe,  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
But  al  for  nought ;  he  may  wel  ligge  and 

winke. 
But    sleep  ne  may  ther  in    his  herte 

sinke ; 
Thenkinge  how  she,  for  whom  desyr  him 

brende, 
A  thousand-fold  was  worth  more  than  he 

wende.  1540 

221.  And  in  his  thought  gan  up  and  doun 
to  winde 

Hir  wordes  alle,  and  every  contenaunoe, 
And  fermely  impressen  in  his  minde 
The  leste  po3mt  that  to  him  was  plesaunce ; 
And  verrayliche,  of  thilkeremembraunce, 


Deayr  al  newe  him  brende,  fuid  lust  to 
brede  1546 

QB,n  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  he  non 
hede. 

222.  Criseyde  also,  right  in  the  same  wyse. 
Of  Troilus  gan  in  hir  herte  shetto  i54<> 
His  worthinesse,  liis  lust,  his  dedes  wyse. 
His  gcntilesse,  and  how  she  with  him 

mette, 
Thonkinge  love  he  so  wel  hir  bisette ; 
Desyring  eft  to  liavo  hir  herte  dore 
In  swich  a  pljrt,  she  dorste  make  him 

chere. 

228.  Pandare,  a^morwe  which  that  comen 
was  1555 

Un-to  his  neoe,  and  gan  hir  fayre  grete, 

Seyde,  ^  al  this  night  so  reyned  it,  alias  ! 

That  al  my  drede  is  that  ye,  nece  swete, 

Han  litel  layser  had  to  slepe  and  mete  ; 

Al  night,'  quod  he,  '  hath  reyn  so  do  mo 
wake,  156*  I 

That  som  of  us,  I  trowe,  hir  hedes  ake.' 

224.  And  ner  he  com,  and  seyde,  '  how 
stont  it  now 

This  mory  morwe,  nece,  how  can  ye  fare  ? ' 
Criseyde  answerde,  'never  the  bet  for  yow, 
Fox  that  ye  been,  god  yeve  your  herte 

care !  1565 

Gk>d  helpe  me  so,  ye  caused  al  this  fare, 
Trow  I,'  quod  she,  '  for  alle  your  wordes 

whyte ; 
O !  who-so  seeth  yow  knoweth  yow  ful 

lyte!' 

225.  With  that  she  gan  hir  face  for  tr» 
wrye 

With  the  shete,  and  wex  for  shame  al 
reed ;  1570 

And  Pandarus  gan  under  for  to  prye, 
And  seyde, '  nece,  if  that  I  shal  ben  deed. 
Have  here  a  swerd,  and  smj'teth  of  myn 

heed.* 
With  that  his  arm  al  sodeynly  he  thrlste 
Under  hir  nekke,  and  at  the  laste  hir 
kiste.  1575 

226.  I  passe  al  that  which  chargeth 
nought  to  seye, 

What!  God  foryaf  his  dceth,  and  she 
al-fio 
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Foryaf,  and  with  hir  nncle  g^an  to  pleye, 
For  other  cause  was  ther  noon  than  so. 
Bat  of  this  thing  right  to  the  effect  to  go, 
Whan  tyme  was,  horn  til  hir  hons  she 
wente,  1581 

And  Pandams  hath  folly  his  entente. 

227.  Now  tome  we  ayein  to  Troilos, 
That  restelees  ful  longe  a-bedde  lay, 
And  prevely  sente  after  Pandams,      1585 
To  him  to  come  in  al  the  haste  he  may. 
He  com  anoon,  nought  ones  seyde  he 

'  nay,' 
And  Troilus  ful  sohrely  he  grette, 
And  doon  npon  his  beddes    syde    him 

sette,  1589 

228.  This  Troilus,  with  al  the  aifeccioun 
Of  f rendes  love  that  herte  may  devyse. 
To  Pandams  on  kneSs  fil  adoun, 

And  er  that  he  wolde  of  the  place  aiyse. 
Ho  gan  him  thonken  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
A  hondred  Bythe  he  gan  the  tyme  blesse. 
That  he  was  born   to  bringo    him    fro 
distresse.  1596 

229.  He  seyde,  *  O  frend,  of  frendes  th' 
alderbeste 

That  ever  was,  the  sothe  for  to  telle. 
Thou  hast  in  heveno  y-brought  my  soule 

at  reste 
Fro  Flegiton,  the  fery  flood  of  helle  ;  1600 
That,  though  I  mighte  a  thousand  tymes 

selle. 
Upon  a  day,  my  lyf  in  thy  servyse. 
It  mighte  nought  a  mote  in  that  suffyse. 

230.  The  sonne,  which  that  al  the  world 
may  see, 

Saw  never  yet,  my  lyf,  that  dar  I  leye, 
So  inly  fair  and  goodly  as  is  she,  1606 

Whos  I  am  al,  and  shal,  til  that  I  deye  ; 
And,  that  I  thus  am  hires,  dar  I  seye. 
That  thanked  be  the  heighe  worthinesse 
Of  love,  and  eek  thy  kinde  bisinesse.  1610 

231.  Thus  hastow  me  no  litel  thing  y-yive, 
Fo  which  to  thee  obliged  be  for  ay 

My  lyf,  and  why?  for  thorugh  thyn  help 

I  live ; 
For  elles  deed  haddo  I  bo  many  a  day.' 


And  with  that  word  doun  in  his  bed  he 
lay,  1615 

And  Pandams  ful  sohrely  him  herde 
Til  al  was  seyd,  and  thanne    he    him 
answerde : 

232.  '  My  dere  frend,  if  I  have  doon  for 

thee 
In  any  cas,  god  wot,  it  is  me  leef ; 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be,  i6?o 
God  help  me  so ;  but  tak  now  not  a-greef 
That  I  shal  seyn,  be  war  of  thismyscheef, 
That,  there-as  thou  now  brought  art  in-to 

blisse, 
That  thou  thy-self  ne  cause  it  nought  to 

misse. 

283.  For  of  fortunes  sharp  adversitee  1625 
The  worst  kinde  of  infortune  is  this, 

A  man  to  have  ben  in  prosperitee, 
And  it  remembren,  whan  it  passed  is. 
Thou  art  wjrs  y-nough,  for-thy  do  nought 

amis ; 
Be    not    to    rakel,    though    thou    sitte 

warme,  163CJ 

For  if  thou    be,   certeyn,    it    wol    thee 

harme. 

284.  Thou  art  at  ese,  and  hold  thee  wol 
ther-inne. 

For  also  seur  as  reed  is  every  fyr, 
As  greet  a  craft  is  kepe  wel  as  winne  ; 
Biydle  alwey  wel  thy  specho  and  thy 
desyr.  1655 

For  worldly  joye  halt  not  but  by  a  wyr  ; 
That  preveth  wel,  it  brest  alday  so  ofte  ; 
For-thy  nede  is  to  werke  with  it  soffce.'- 

285.  Quod  Troilus,  '  I  hope,  and  god  to- 
fom. 

My  dere  frend,  that  I  shal  so  me  here, 
That  in  my  gilt  ther  shal  no  thing  be 
lorn,  ,64, 

N*  I  nil  not  rakle  as  for  to  greven  here ; 
It  nedeth  not  this  matere  ofte  tere  ; 
For  wistestow  myn  herte  wel,  Pandare, 
God  woot,  of  this  thou  woldest  litel  care.* 

236.  Tho  gan  he  telle  him  of  his  glade 
^ifS^t.  1646 

And  wher-of  first  his  herte  dredde,  and 
how, 


Book  III.] 


^rotfue  anb  Crieepbe. 


271 


And  seyde,  *freend,  as  I  am  tre we  knight, 
And  by  that  feyth  I  shal  to  god  and  yow, 
I  hadde  it  never  half  so  bote  as  now ;  1650 
And  ay  the  more  that  desyr  me  byteth 
To  love  hir  best,  the  more  it  me  delyteth. 

237.  I  noot  my-self  not  wisly  what  it  is  ; 
But  now  I  fele  a  newe  qnalitee, 

Ye,  al  another  than  I  dide  er  this.'      1655 
Pnndare  answerde,  and  seyde  thns,  that  he 
That  ones  may  in  hevene  blisse  be, 
He  feleth  other  weyes,  dar  I  leye, 
Than  thilko  tyme  he  first  herde  of  it  seye. 

238.  This  is  o  word  for  al ;  this  Troilus 
Was  never  frU,  to  speke  of  this  matere, 
And  for  to  preysen  nn-to  Pandarus     166^ 
The  bountee  of  his  righte  lady  dere, 
And    Pandarus  to  thanke  and   maken 

chere. 
This  tale  ay  was  span-newe  to  biginne  1665 
Til  that  the  night  departed  hem  a-twinne. 

239.  Sone  after  this,  for  that  fortime  it 
wolde, 

I-comen  was  the  blisfol  t3rnie  swete, 
That  Troilns  was  warned  that  he  sholde, 
Ther    he  was    erst,    Criseyde    his   lady 

mete ;  1670 

For  which   he    felto    his  herte  in  joye 

flete; 
And  feythfnlly  gan  alle  the  goddes  herie ; 
And  lat  see  now  if  that  he  can  be  merie. 

240.  And  holden  was  the  forme  and  al 
the  wyse, 

Of  hir  cominge,  and  eek  of  his  also,     1675 
As  it  was  erst,  which  nedeth  nought 

devyse. 
But  plasmly  to  the  effect  right  for  to  go. 
In  joye  and  seurte  Pandaras  hem  two 
A-bedde  bronghte,  whan  hem  bothe  leste. 
And  thus  they  ben   in   quiete  and  in 

reste.  16S0 

241.  Nought  nedeth  it  to  yow,  sin  they 
ben  met. 

To  aske  at  me  if  that  they  blythe  were  ; 
For  if  it  erst  was  wel,  tho  was  it  bet 
A  thousand*fold,  this  nedeth  not  enquere. 
A-gon  was  every  sorwe  and  every  fere  ; 


And  bothe,  y-wis,  they  hadde,   and  so 
they  wende,  1686 

As  muche  joye  as  herte  may  comprende. 

242.  This  is  no  litel  thing  of  for  to  seye, 
This  passeth  every  wit  for  to  devyse  ;  1689 
For  eche  of  hem  gan  otheres  lust  obeye  ; 
Felicitee,  which  that  thise  clerkes  wyse 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  here  sufiysc. 
This  joye  may  not  writen  been  with  inke. 
This  passeth  al  that  herte  may  bithinke. 

243.  But    cruel    day,    so  wel-awey   tho 
stounde !  16^*5 

Gan  for  to  aproche,  as  they  by  signes 

knewe. 
For  whiche  hem  thoughte  felen  dethes 

wounde ; 
60  wo  was  hem,  that  changen  gan  hir 

hewe,  1698 

And  day  they  gonnen  to  dispyse  al  newe, 
Calling  it  traytour,  envyous,  and  worse, 
And  bitterly  the  dayes  light  they  curse. 

244.  Quod  Troilus,  '  alias  !  now  am  I  war 
That  Pirous  and  tho  swifte  stedcs  three, 
Whiche  that  drawen   forth  the  sonnes 

char, 
Han  goon  som  by-path  in  despyt  of  me  ; 
That  maketh  it  so  sone  day  to  be  ;       1706 
And,  for  the  sonne  him  hasteth  thus  to 

ryse, 
Ne  shal  I  never  doon  him  sacrifyse  !' 

245.  But  nedes  day  departo  moste  hem 
sone. 

And  whanne  hir  speche  doon  was  and  hir 

chere,  1710 

They  twinne  anoon  as  they  were  wont  to 

done, 
And  setten  tyme  of  meting  eft  y-fere ; 
And  many  a  night  they  wroughte  in  this 

manere. 
And  thus  Fortune  a  tyme  ladde  in  joye 
Criseyde,  and  eek  this  kinges  sone    of 

Troye.  1715 

246.  In  sufflsaunce,  in  blisse,  and  in  sing- 
inges. 

This  Troilns  gan  al  his  lyf  to  lede ; 
He  spendeth,  justeth,  maketh  ffestey- 
inges; 
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He  yoveth    frely    ofte,    and    cbanngeth 
wede,  1719 

And  held  aboute  him  alwey,  out  of  drede, 
A  world  of  folk,  as  cam  him  -wel  of  kinde, 
The  fressheste  and  the  beste  he  coude 
finde; 

247.  That  swich  a  voys  was  of  him  and 
a  stevene 

Thorugh-ont  the  world,  of  honour  and 
largesse,  1734 

That  it  np  rong  nn-to  the  yate  of  hevene. 
And,  as  in  love,  he  was  in  swich  gladnesse. 
That  in  his  herte  ho  demode,  as  I  gesse, 
That  there  nis  lovere  in  this  world  at  ese 
So  wel  as  he,  and  thos  gan  love  him 
plese. 

248.  The  godlihede  or  beantee  which  that 
kin  do  1730 

In  any  other  lady  hadde  y-set 

Can  not  the  mountannce  of  a  knot  un- 

binde, 
A-bonte  his  herte,  of  al  Criseydes  net. 
He  was  so  narwe  y-maskod  and  y-knet, 
That  it  nndoon  on  any  manere  syde,  1735 
That  nil  not  been,  for  ought  that  may 

betyde. 

249.  And  by  the  hond  ful  ofte  he  wolde 
take 

This  Fandams,  and  in-to  gardin  lede. 
And  swich  a  festo  and  swich  a  proces 

make  1739 

Him  of  Criseyde,  and  of  hir  womanhede, 
And  of  hir  beantee,  that,  with-outen  dredo, 
It  was  an  hevene  his  wordes  for  to  here ; 
And    thanne    he    wolde    singe    in    this 

manere 

250.  '  Love,  that  of  erthe  and  see  hath 
govemaunce, 

Love,  that  his  hestes  hath  in  hevene  hye. 
Love,  that  with  an  holsom  alliaunoe  1746 
Halt  peples  joyned,  as  him  list  hem  gye, 
Love,  that  knotteth  laws  of  companye. 
And  conples  doth  in  vertu  for  to  dwelle, 
Bind  this  acord,  that  I  have  told  and 
telle ;  1750 

261.  That   that    the   world  with  feyth, 

which  that  is  stable, 
Djrverseth  so  his  stoundes  concordinge, 


That  elements  that  been  so  discordable 
Holden  a  bond  perpetuely  diiringe. 
That  Phebns  mote  his  rosy  day  forth 

bringe,  1755 

And  that  the  mone  hath  lordship  over 

the  nightes, 
Al    this  doth   Love ;    ay  heried  be  his 

mightes! 

262.  That  that  the  see,  that  gredy  is  to 
flowen, 

CJonstreyneth  to  a  oerteyn  ende  so       1759 
His  flodes,  that  so  fersly  they  ne  growen 
To  drenchen  erthe  and  al  for  evor-mo  ; 
And  if  that  Love  onght  lotc  his  brydel  go, 
Al  that  now  loveth  a-sonder  sholde  lepo, 
And  lost  were  al,  that  Love  halt  now  to- 
hepe. 

263.  So   wolde    god,   that    anctor    is    of 
kinde,  1/65 

That,  with  his  bond.  Love  of  his  vertu 

liste 
To  cerclen  hertes  alle,  and  fasto  binde. 
That  from  his  bond  no  wight  the  wey  out 

wiste. 
And  hertes  colde,  hem  wolde  I  that  he 

twiste 
To  make  hem  love,  and  that  hem  Icsto  ay 

rewe  1770 

On  hertes  sore,  and  kepe  hem  that  ben 

trewe. ' 

254.  In  alle  nodes,  for  the  tounes  werre, 
He  was,  and  ay  the  flrste  in  armes  dight ; 
And  certoynly,  but-if  that  bokes  erre,  1774 
Save  Ector,  most  y-drad  of  any  wight ; 
And  this  encroes  of  hardinesseand  might 
Cam  him  of  love,  his  ladies  thank  to 

winne, 
That  altered  his  spirit  so  with-inne. 

255.  In  tyme  of  trewe,  on  haukinge  wolde 
he  ryde, 

Or  elles  hunten  boor,  here,  or  lyonn ;  17&) 
The  smale  bestes  leet  he  gon  bi*syde. 
And  whan   that  ho  com  rydingo  in-to 

toun, 
Pul  ofte  his  lady,  from  hir  window  doun. 
As  fresh  as  faucon  comen  out  of  muwe, 
Ful  redy  was,  him  goodly  to  salawe.  1785 
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256.  And  most  of  love  and  vertu  was  his 
specho, 

And  in  despyt  hadde  alio  wrecchednesse ; 
And  douteleeSf  no  node  was  him  biseche 
To  hononren   hem   that  hadde  worthi- 
nesse,  1789 

And  esen  hem  that  weren  in  distresse. 
And  (^lad  was  he  if  any  wight  wel  ferde, 
That  lover  was,  whan  he  it  wiste  or  herde. 

257.  For  sooth  to  soyn,  ho  lost  hold  every 
wight 

Bnt-if  he  were  in  loves  heigh  servyso, 
I  mene  folk  that  onghte  it  been  of  right. 
And  over  al  this,  so  wel  coude  he  de- 

\'yse  1796 

Of  sentement,  and  in  so  nnkonth  wyse 
Al  his  array,  that  every  lover  thooghte, 
That  al  was  wel,  what-so  he  seyde  or 

wronghte. 

2o8.  And  thongh  that  ho  be  come  of 
blood  royal,  1800 

Him  liste  of  pryde  at  no  wight  for  to 
chaso ;  1 

Benigne  he  was  to  ech  m  general,  I 


For  which  he  gat  him  thank  in  every 

place. 
Thus  wolde  Love,  y-heried  be  his  grace, 
That  Pryde,  Envye,  Ire,  and  Avaryce  1805 
He  gan  to  flee,  and  every  other  vyce. 

259.  Thou  lady  bright,  tho  dooghter  to 
Dione, 

Thy  blinde  and  winged  sone  eek,  dann 

Cupyde ; 
Yo  sostren  nyne  eek,  that  by  Elicone 
In  hil  Pamaso  listen  for  to  abyde,       i8iu 
That  ye  thns  fer  han  de3med  me  to  gyde, 
I  can  no  more,  but  sin  that  ye  wol  wende, 
Ye  heried  been  for  ay,  with-onten  endc ! 

260.  Thourgh  yow  have  I  scyd  folly  in 
my  song 

Th'effect  and  joy e  of  Troilus  ser\'yse,   1815 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  discse  among. 
As  to  myn  anctor  listeth  to  devyso. 
My  thridde  book  now  endo  ich  in  this 

wyse; 
And  Troilns  in  Inste  and  in  quiete      1819 
Is  with  Criseyde,  his  owne  herte  swoto. 

Explicit  Liber  Tercins. 
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1.  But  al  to  litel,  weylawey  tho  whyle, 
Lasteth  swich  joye,  y-thonked  be  For- 
tune ! 

That    scmeth    trewest,    whan    she    wol 

bygyle. 
And  can  to  foles  so  hir  song  entune. 
That  she  hem  hent  and  blent,  traytoor 

comune ;  5 

And  whan  a  wight  is  from  hir  wheel 

y-throwe. 
Than  laugheth  she,  and  maketh  him  the 

mowe. 

2.  From  Troilus  she  gan  hir  brighto  face 
Awey  to  wrythe,  and  took  of  him  non 

hede, 


But  caste  him  clone  oute  of  his  lady 
grace,  10 

And  on  hir  wheel  slie  sette  up  Diomodo  ; 

For  which  right  now  myn  herte  ginneth 
blede. 

And  now  my  penne,  alias!  with  which 
I  wryte, 

Quaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moot  endyte. 

3.  For  how  Criseyde  Troilus  forsook,      15 
Or*  at  the  leste,  how  that  she  was  un- 

kinde. 
Mot    hennes-forth    ben    matero    of  my 

book. 
As  wryten  folk  thorugh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
Alias  !    that    they    sliulJo    ever    causo 

finde 
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To  speke  hir  harm ;  and  if  they  on  hir 
lye,  ») 

Y-wis,  hem-self  sholde  han  the  vilanye. 

4.  0  ye  Herines,  Nightes  doughtren  three, 
That  endelees  compleynen  ever  in  pyne, 
Megera,  Aleto,  and  eek  Thesiphone  ; 
Tlion  cruel  Mars  eek,  fader  to  Quiryne,  35 
This  ilke  ferthe  book  me  helpeth  fyne, 
So  that  the  los  of  lyf  and  love  y-fere 

Of  Troilns  be  fully  shewed  here. 

Explicit  tproheminm.    Incipit  Quartns 

Liber. 

5.  LioaiHoic  in  ost,  as  I  have  seyd  er  this, 
The  Grekes  stronge,  aboute  Troye  toun,  30 
Bifel  that,  whan  that  Phebus  shyning  is 
Up-on  the  brest  of  Hercules  Lyoun, 
That  Ector,  with  ful  many  a  bold  baroun, 
Caste  on  a  day  with  Grekes  for  to  fighte, 
As  he  was  wont  to  greve  hem  what  he 

mighto.  35 

6.  Not  I  how  longe  or  short  it  was  bi- 

twcne 
This  pnrpos  and   that   day   they  fighte 

mento ; 
Bat  on  a  day  wel   armed,   bright  and 

shene, 
Ector,   and  many  a  worthy  wight  out 

wente. 
With  spere  in  hond    and  bigge  bowes 

bente ;  40 

And  in  the  berd,  with-oute  lenger  lette, 
Hir  fomen  in  the  fold  anoon  hem  mette. 

7.  The  longe  day,  with  speres  sharpe 

y-gfTOundc, 
With  arwes,  dartes,  swerdes,  maces  felle, 
They  Ughte  and  bringen  hors  and  man 

to  grounde,  45 

And  with  hir  axes  out  the  braynes  quelle. 
But  in  the  laste  shour,  sooth  for  to  telle, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hem  selven  so  mis- 

ledden, 
That  with  the  worse  at  night  homward 

they  fledden. 

8.  At  whiche  day  was  taken  Antenor,  50 
Maugre  Polydamas  or  Monesteo, 
Santippe,  Sarpedon,  Polyncstor, 


Polyte,  or  eek  the  Trojan  daun  Bipheo, 
And  othere  lasso  folk,  as  Phebuseo. 
So  that,  for  harm,  that  day  the  folk  of 
Troye  55 

Dredden  to  lese  a  greet  part  of  hir  joye. 

9.  Of  Prjramus  was  yeve,  at  Greek  re- 

qiieste, 

A  tyme  of  trewe,  and  tho  they  gonnen 
trete, 

Hir  prisoneres  to  chaungen,  moste  and 
leste,  59 

And  for  tho  surplus  yeven  sommes  grete. 

This  thing  anoon  was  couth  in  every 
strete, 

Bothe  in  th'assege,  in  toune,  and  every- 
where, 

And  with  the  firste  it  cam  to  Calkas  ere. 

10.  Whan  Calkas  knew  this  tretis  sholde 
holde. 

In  consistorie,  among  the  Grekes,  sone  65 
He  gan  in  thringe  forth,  with  lordcs  olde, 
And  sette  him  there-as  he  was  wont  to 

done ; 
And  with  a  chaunged  face  hem  bad  a 

bone, 
For  love  of  god,  to  don  that  reverence. 
To  stinte  noyse,  and  yeve  him  audience. 

11.  Tlianno  seyde  he  thus,  *  lo !  lordes 
myne,  I  was  71 

Trojan,  as  it  is  knowen  out  of  drede ; 
And  if  that  yow  remembre,  I  am  Calkas, 
That  alderfirst  yaf  comfort  to  your  nede, 
And  tolde  wel  how  that  ye  sholden  spede. 
For  dredelees,  thorugh  yow,   shal,  in  a 

stounde,  76 

Ben  Troye  y-brend,  and  beten  doun  to 

grounde. 

12.  And  in  what  forme,  or  in  what  maner 
wyse 

This  town  to  shende,  and  al  your  lust  to 

acheve. 
Ye  han  er  this  wel  herd  it  me  devjrse ;  8u 
This  knowe  ye,  my  lordes,  as  I  leve. 
And  for  the  Grekes  weren  me  so  leve, 
I  com  my-self  in  my  propre  persone. 
To  techo  in  this  how  yow  was  best  to 

done  ] 
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18.  Havinge  un-to  my  treeour  ne  my 
rente  85 

Right  no  resport,  to  respect  of  your  ese. 

Thus  al  my  good  I  loste  and  to  yow 
wente, 

Wening  in  thia  yon,  lordes,  for  to  plese. 

But  al  that  los  ne  doth  me  no  disese. 

I  vouche-sanf,  as  vrisly  have  I  joye,        90 

For  yon  to  lese  al  that  I  have  in  Troyo, 

14.  Save  of  a  dooghter,  that  I  lafte,  alias ! 
Slepinge  at  hoom,  whanne  out  of  Troye 

I  sterte. 

0  steme,  O  cruel  fader  that  I  was  ! 
How  mighte  I  have  in  that  so  hard  an 

herte?  95 

Alias !  I  no  hadde  y-brought  hir  in  hir 

sherte ! 
For  sorwe  of  which  I  wol  not   live  to 

morwe, 
Bnt-if  ye  lordes  rewe  up-on  my  sorwo. 

15.  For,  by  that  cause  I  say  no  tyme  er 
now 

Hir  to  dclivere,  I  holden  have  my  pees  ; 
But  now  or  never,  if  that  it  lyke  yow,  loi 

1  may  hir  have  right  sone,  doutelees. 

0  help  and  grace  !  amonges  al  this  prees, 
Rewe  on  this  olde  oaitif  in  destresso. 
Sin  I  through  yow  have  al  this  hevinesse ! 

16.  Te  have  now  caught  and  fetered  in 
prisoun  106 

Trojans  y-nowe ;  and  if  your  willes  be, 
My  child  with  oon  may  have  redempcioun. 
Now  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  bountee, 
Oon  of  so  fele,  alias  !  so  yeve  him  mo.  1 10 
What  node  were  it  this  preyere  for  to 

weme, 
Sin  ye  shul  bothe  han  folk  and  toun  as 

yeme? 

17.  On  peril  of  my  lyf,  I  shal  not  lye, 
AppoUo  hath  me  told  it  feithfully ; 

1  have  eek  founde  it  by  astronomyo,     115 
By  sort,  and  by  augurie  eek  trewely. 
And  dar  wel  seye,  the  tyme  is  faste  by, 
That  fyr  and  flaumbe  on  al  the  toun  shal 

sprede ; 
And  thus  shal  Troyo  tnme  in  asshen 
dede. 


18.  For  oerteyn,  Fhebus  and  Neptunus 
botho,  130 

That  makeden  the  walles  of  the  toun, 
Ben  with  the  folk   of  Troye  alwey  so 

wrothe. 
That  the!  wol  bringe  it  to  confusioon. 
Right  in  despyt  of  king  Lameadoun.    124 
By-cause  ho  nolde  paycn  hem  hir  hyre. 
The  toun  of  Troye  shal  ben  set  on-fyre.' 

19.  TeUing  his  tale  alwey,  this  olde  greye, 
Humble  in  speche,  and  in  his  lokingo  eke, 
The  salte  teres  from  his  ey#n  tweye     12  j 
Ful  faste  ronnen  doun  by  eyther  cheke. 
So  longe  he  gan  of  socour  hem  by-seko 
That,  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  sore. 
They  yave  him  Antenor,  with-oute  more. 

20.  But  who  was  ghwi  y-nough  but  Calkas 
tho? 

And   of  this  thing  ful  sone  his  nedes 
leyde  155 

On  hem  that  sholden  for  tho  tretis  go, 
And  hem  for  Antenor  ful  ofto  preyde 
To  bringen  hoom  king  Toas  and  Crise3rde ; 
And  whan  Pryam  his  save-garde  sente, 
Th'embassadours  to  Troye  streyght  they 
wente.  140 

21.  Tho  cause  y-told  of  hir  comingo,  the 
olde 

Pryam  the  king  ful  sone  in  general 
Let  hore-upon  his  parlement  to  holde, 
Of  which  tho  effect  rehersen  yow  I  shal. 
Th'embassadonrs  ben  answered  for  fynal, 
Th'eschaunge  of  prisoners  and  al    this 
nede  146 

Hem  lyketh  wel,  and  forth  in  they  pre- 
cede. 

22.  This  Troilus  was  present  in  the  place. 
Whan  axed  was  for  Antenor  Criseyde, 
For  which  ful  sone  chaungen  gan  his  face, 
As  ho  that  with  tho  wordes  wel  neigh 

deyde.  151 

But  nathelees,  he  no  word  to  it  seyde, 
hest  men  sholde  his  affeccioun  cspye  ; 
With  mannes  herte  he  gan  his  sorwes 

drye. 

28.  And  ful  of  anguish  and  of  grisly 


dredo 


Abood  what  lordes  woldo  nn-to  it  seye  ; 
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And  if  they  wolde  graunte,  as  god  for- 

bede, 
Th'eschaungo  of  hir,  than  thoiighto  he 

thinges  tweye, 
First,  how  to  save  hir  honour,  and  what 

weye 
He  mighte  best  th^eschannge  of  hir  with- 

stonde ;  160 

Pul  fasto  ho  casto   how  al  this  mighte 

stonde. 

21.  Love  him  made  al  prost  to  doon  hir 

hyde, 
And  rather  dye  than  she  shoklo  go; 
Bat  resoun  seyde  him,  on  that  other  syde, 
*  With-oute  assent  of  hir  ne  do  not  so,  165 
Lest  for  thy  werk  she  wol'^o  be  thy  fo, 
And  scyn,  that  thoragh  thy  medling  is 

y-blowe 
Your  bother  love,  there  it  was  erst  un- 

knowe.' 

26.  For  which  he  gan  deliberen,  for  the 

beste, 
That  though  the  lordes  wolde  that  she 

wente,  170 

He  wolde  late  hem  graunte  what  hem 

leste, 
And  telle  his  lady  first  what  that  they 

mente. 
And  whan   that  she  had  seyd   him  hir 

entente, 
Ther-after  wolde  he  werken  also  blyve, 
Though   al    the   world    ayein    it    wolde 

stryve,  175 

26.  Ector,   which   that  wel  the   Grekes 
herde, 

For  Antenor  how   they  wolde  han  Cri- 

seyde, 
Gan    it    withstonde,    and    sobrely    au- 

swerdo : — 
'  Sires,  she  nis  no  prisoner,'  he  seyde ; 
'  I  noot  on  yow  who  that  this  charge 

leyde,  i8o 

But,  on  my  part,  j'^o  may  eft-sone  him 

telle, 
"VVe  usen  here  no  wommen  for  to  selle.' 

27.  The  noyse  of  peple  up-stirte  thanne 
at  ones, 

As  breme  as  blase  of  straw  y-set  on  lyre  ; 


For  infortune  it  wolde,  for  the  nones,  185 

They  sholden  hir  confusioun  desyre. 

'  Ector,'  quod  they,  '  what  goost  may  yow 

enspyre, 
This  womman  thus  to  shilde  and  doon  us 

leso 
Daun  Antenor? — a  wrong  wey  now  yc 

chese — 

28.  That  is  so  wys,  and  00k  so  bold  barouii, 
And  we  han  nede  of  folk,  as  men  may 

see ;  191 

Ho  is  eek  oon,  the  gnrettest  of  this  tonn  ; 
O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantasy(^s  be  ! 
O  king  Pryom,'  quod  they,  *  thus  seggen 

we,  194 

That  al  our  voys  is  to  for-gon  Criseyde ; ' 
And  to  deliveren  Antenor  they  preyde. 

29.  O  Juvenal,  lord !   trewe  is  thy  sen- 
tence, 

Tliat  litel  witen  folk  what  is  to  yeme 
That  they  ne  finde  in  hir  desyr  offence ; 
For  cloud  of  errour  lat  Jicm  not  desccrno 
What  best  is ;  and  lo,  here  ensample  as 

yeme.  201 

This  folk  dosiren  now  deliveraunce 
Of  Antenor,  that  broughte  hem  to  mis- 

chaunce ! 

30.  For  he  was  after  traytour  to  the  toun 
Of  Troye  ;  alias  !  they  quitte  him  out  to 

rathe ;  .  205 

O  nyce  world,  lo,  thy  discrecioun  ! 
Criseyde,   which   that   never  dide    hem 

skathe, 
Shal  now  no  lenger  in  hir  blisse  bathe  ; 
But  Ant«nor,  he  shal  com  hoom  to  toune, 
And  she  shal  out  ■  thus  seyden  here  and 

howne.  310 

31.  For  which  dollbered  was   by  j-jarlc- 
ment. 

For  Antenor  to  yclden  up  Criseyde, 
And  it  pronounce<l  by  the  president, 
Al-theigh    that    Ector    'nay'    ful    ofte 

preyde. 
And  fjTialy,  what  wight  that  it  with- 

soyde,  215 

It  was  for  nought ;   it  mcste  been,  and 

sholde ; 
For  substaunce  of  tho  parlement  it  wolde. 
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32.  Departed  out  of  parlement  cchone, 
This  Troilus,  with-outo  wordes  mo, 
Un-to  his  chaumbre  speddo  him    faste 
allone,  220 

But-if  it  wore  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
The  whiche  he  bad  out  faste  for  to  go, 
By-cause  he  wolde  slepen,  as  he  seyde, 
And  hastely  nx>-on  his  bed  him  leyde. 

83.  And  as  in  winter  leves  been  biraffc,  225 
Echo  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 
So  that  ther  nis  but  bark  and  braunche 

y-laft, 
Lyth  Troilus,  biraft  of  ech  wol-fare, 
Y-bounden  in  the  blake  bark  of  care, 
Disposed  wood  out  of  his  wit  to  breyde, 
So  sore  him  sat  the  ohaunginge  of  Cri- 

seyde.  231 

34.  He  rist  him  up,  and  every  dore  he 

shette 
And  windowe  oek,  and  tho  this  sorweful 

man 
Up-on  his  beddes  syde  a-doun  him  sette, 
Ful  lyk  a  deed  image  pale  and  wan  ;     235 
And  in  his  brest  the  heped  wo  bigan 
Out-breste,  and  he  to  werken  in    this 

wyse 
In  his  woodnesse,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

85.  Right  as  the  wilde  bole  biginneth 
springe 

Now  here,  now  there,  y-dart«d  to  the 

herte,  240 

And  of  his  deeth  roreth  in  compleyninge, 
Bight  BO  gan  he  abouto  the  chaumbre 

sterte, 
Smyting  his  brest   ay   with    his   festes 

smerte ; 
His  heed  to  the  wal,   his  body  to  the 

grounde 
Ful  ofte  he  swapto,  him-selven  to  con- 

founde.  245 

86.  His  eyen  two,  for  pitee  of  his  herte, 
Out  stremeden  as  swifte  welles  tweye  ; 
The  heighe  sobbes  of  his  sorwes  smerte 
His  spoche  him  rafbe,  unnethes  mighte 

he  seye,  249 

*  O  deeth,  alias  !  why  niltow  do  me  deye? 
A-oursed  be  the  day  which  that  nature 
Shoop  me  to  ben  a  lyyes  creature  I ' 


37.  But   after,  whan  the  farie  and  the 

rage 
Which  that  his  herte  twiste  and  faste 

threste,  254 

By  lengthe  of  tyme  somwhat  gan  asswage, 
Up-on  his  bed  he  leyde  him  doun  to  reste ; 
But  tho  bigonne  his  teres  more  out-breste, 
That  wonder  is,  the  body  may  suffyse 
To  half  this  wo,  which  that  I  yow  devyse. 

88.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  '  Fortune  !  alias 
the  whyle !  260 

Wliat  have  I  doon,  what  have  I  thus 

a-gilt? 
How  mightestow  for  reuthe  me  bigyle  ? 
Is  ther  no  grace,  and  stal  I  thus  be  spilt  ? 
Shal  thus  Criseyde  awey,  for  that  thon 

wilt?  264 

Alias  !  how  maystow  in  thyn  herte  finde 
To  been  to  mo  thus  cruel  and  unkinde? 

89.  Have  I  thee  nought  honoured  al  my 
lyve, 

As  thou  wel  west,  above  the  goddes  alio  ? 
Why  wiltow  me  fro  joye  thus  depryve  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  may  men  now  thee  callo 
But  wrecche  of  wrecches,  out  of  honour 

falle  271 

In-to  miserie,  in  which  I  wol  biwaylo 
Criseyde,  alias !  til  that  the  breeth  mo 

fayle  ? 

40.  Alias,  Fortune  !  if  that  my  lyf  in  joye 
Displesed  hadde  un-to  thy  foule  en\'ye, 
Why  ne  haddestow  my  fader,  king  of 

Troye,  2j6 

By-raft  the  lyf,  or  doon  my  bretheren  dye. 
Or  sla3m  my-self,  that  thus  compleyno 

and  crye, 
I,  combre-world,  that  may  of  no-thing 

serve, 
But  ever  dye,  and  never  fully  sterve?  280 

41.  If  that  Criseyde  allone  were  me  lafl, 
Nought  roughte  I  whider  thou  voidest 

me  store ; 
And  hir,  aUas  !  than  hastow  me  birafb. 
But  ever-more,  lo  !  this  is  thy  manero, 
To  reve  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  dere, 
To  preve  in  that  thy  gerfal  violence.   286 
Thus  am  I  lost,  ther  helpeth  no  defence. 
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42.  O  verray  lord  of  love,  O  god,  alias  ! 
That  knowest  best  myn  herte  and  al  my 

thought, 
What  shal  my  sorwfal  lyf  don  in  this  cas 
If  I  for-go  that  I  so  dere  have  bought?  291 
Sin  ye  Crsrseyde  and  me  han  fully  brought 
In-to  your  grace,  and  bothe  our  hertes 

seled, 
How  may  ye  suffre,  alias  !  it  be  repeled  ? 

43.  What  I  may  doon,  I  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure  295 

On  lyve  in  torment  and  in  cruel  peyne. 
This  infortune  or  this  disaventure, 
Allone  as  I  was  bom,  y-wis,  compleyne  ; 
Ne  never  wil  I  seen  it  shyne  or  reyne  ; 
But  ende  I  wil,  as  Edippe,  in  derknesse 
My  sorwful  lyf,  and  dyen  in  distresse.  301 

44.  O  wery  goost,  that  errest  to  and  fro, 
Why  niltow  fleen  out  of  the  wofulleste 
Body,  that  ever  mighte  on  grounde  go  ? 
O  soule,  lurkinge  in  this  wo,  unneste,  305 
Flee  forth  out  of  myn  herte,  and  lat  it 

breste, 
And  folwe  alwey  Criseyde,  thy  lady  dere ; 
Thy  righte  place  is  now  no  lenger  here  ! 

45.  O  wofulle  eyen  two,  sin  your  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Criseydee  eyen  brighte. 
What  shal  ye  doon  but,  for  my  discom- 
fort, 311 

Stonden  for  nought,  and  wepen  out  your 

sighte? 
Sin  she  is  que3ait,  that  wont  was  yow  to 

lighte, 
In  veyn  fn>-this-forth  have  I  eyen  tweye 
Y-formed,  sin  your  vertue  is  a-weye.     315 

46.  O  my  Criseyde,  O  lady  sovereyne 
Of  thilke  woful  soule  that  thus  cryeth. 
Who  shal  nowyeven  comfort  to  my  peyne? 
Alias,  no  wight;   but  when  myn  herte 

dyeth. 
My  spirit,  which  that  so  un-to  yow  hyeth, 
Receyve  in  gree,  for  that  shal  ay  yow 

serve ;  321 

For-thy  no  fors  is,  though  the  body  sterve. 

47.  O  ye  loveres,  that  heighe  upon  the 
wheel 

Ben  set  of  Fortune,  in  good  aventure. 


God  leve  that  ye  finde  ay  love  of  steel,  325 
And  longe  mot  your  lyf  in  joye  endure  ! 
But  whan  ye  comen  by  my  sepulture, 
Bemembreth  that   your  felawe    resteth 

there ; 
For  I  lovede  eek,   though  I  unworthy 

were.  3*9 

48.  O  olde  unholsom  and  mislyved  man, 
Calkas  I  mcne,  alias  .<  what  eyleth  thee 
To  been   a  Greek,   sin    thou    art    bom 

Trojan  ? 
O  Calkas,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  be, 
In  cursed  tyme  was  thou  born  for  me ! 
As  wolde  blisful  Jove,  for  his  joye,       335 
That  I  thee  hadde,  where  I  wolde,  in 

Troye!' 

49.  A  thousand  sykes,  hottere  than  the 
glede. 

Out  of  his  brest  och  after  other  wente, 
Medled  with  pleyntes  newe,  his  wo  to 
fede,  339 

For  which  his  wofhl  teres  never  stente  ; 
And  shortly,  so  his  peynes  him  to-rente. 
And  wex  so  mat,  that  joye  npr  penaunce 
He  feleth  noon,  but  lyth  forth  in  a  traunce. 

50.  Pandare,  which  that  in  the  parlement 
Hadde  herd  what  every  lord  and  buigeys 

seyde,  345 

And  how  ful  graunted  was,  by  oon  assent. 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  so  Criseyde, 
Gan  wel  neigh  wood  out  of  his  wit  to 

breyde. 
So  that,  for  wo,  he  niste  what  he  mente ; 
But  in  a  rees  to  Troilus  he  wente.        350 

51.  A  certeyn  knight,  that  for  the  tyme 
kepte 

The  chaumbre-dore,  un-dide  it  him  anoon ; 
And  Pandare,  that  ful  tendreliche  wepte, 
In-to  the  derke  chaumbre,  as  stille  as 

stoon, 
Toward  the  bed  gan  sofbely  to  goon,     355 
So  oonfus,  that  he  niste  what  to  seye  ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  aweye. 

52.  And  with   his  chore  and  loking  al 
to-torn, 

For  sorwe  of  this,  and  with  his  armes 
folden. 
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He  stood  thifl  woful  Troilus  bifom,       360 
And  on  his  pitons  face  he  gan  biholden ; 
Bat  lord,  so  often  gan  his  herte  colden, 
Seing  his  freend  in  wo,  -whos  hevinesse 
His  herte  slow,  as  thonghte  him,  for  dis- 
tresse. 

58.  This  wofal  wight,  this  Troiltis,  that 
felte  365 

His  freend  Pandare  y-comen  him  to  see, 
Gan  as  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  melte, 
For  which  this  sorwfnl  Pandare,  of  pitee, 
Gan  for  to  wepe  as  tendreliche  as  he ; 
And  specheles  thus  been  thise  like  tweye, 
That  neyther  mighte  o  word  for  sorwe 
seye.  371 

54.  But  at  the  laste  this  wofnl  Troilns, 
Ney  deed  for  smert,  gan  bresten  out  to 

rore, 
And  with  a  sorwfol  noyse  he  seyde  thus, 
Among  his  sobbes  and  his  sykes  sore,  375 
^  Lo !    Pandare,   I  am  deed,  with-onten 

more. 
Hastow  nonght  herd  at  parlement,*  he 

sejrde, 
'  For  Antenor  how  lost  is  my  Criseyde  ? ' 

55.  This  Fandaros,  fid  deed  and  pale  of 
hewe, 

Fol  pitonsly  answerde  and  seyde,  *  yis ! 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe,       381 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  is.       | 
O  mercy,  god,  who  wolde  have  trowed 

this? 
Who  wolde  have  wend  that,  in  so  litel 

a  throwe,  384 

Fortune  onr  joye  wolde  han  over-throwe? 

66.  For  in  this  world  ther  is  no  creature, 
As  to  my  doom,  that  ever  saw  myne 
Stranngere  than  this,   thomgh    cas  or 

aventora 
Bat  who  may  al  eschewe  or  al  devyne  ? 
Swich  is  this  world;  for-thy  I  thos  de- 

fyne,  390 

f  Ne  traste  no  wight  linden  in  Fortune 
Ay  propretee ;  hir  yeftes  been  comane. 


Sin  thy  desyr  al  holly  hastow  had,       395 
So  that,  by  right,  it  ooghte  y-now  suffyse  ? 
Bnt  I,  that  never  felte  in  my  servyse 
A  frendly  chere  or  loking  of  an  y6, 
Lat  me  thus  wepe  and  wayle,  til  I  dye. 

68.  And  over  al  this,  as  then  wel  wost 
thy-selve,  400 

This  town  is  fnl  of  ladies  al  aboate ; 
And,   to  my  doom,   fairer  than  swiche 

twelve 
As  ever  she  was,  shal  I  finde,  in  som 

route, 
Ye,  oon  or  two,  with-outen  any  doute.  404 
For-thy  be  glad,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
If  she  be  lost,  we  shul  recovere  another. 

69.  What,  god  for-bede  alwey  that  ech 
plesaance 

In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  other  wight ! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  daunce ; 
If  this  be  goodly,  she  is  glad  and  light ; 
And  this  is  fayr,  and   that    can  good 
a-right.  411 

Ech  for  his  verta  holden  is  for  dere, 
Bothe  heroner  and  faucon  for  rivere. 

60.  And  oek,  as  writ  Zanzis,  that  was  ful 
wys, 

"  The  newe  love  out  chaceth   ofte  the 
olde ; "  415 

And  np-on  newe  cas  lyth  newe  bvjb, 
Thenk  eek,  thy-self  to  saven  artow  holde ; 
Swich  fyr,  by  proces,  shal  of  kinde  colde. 
For  sin  it  is  but  casuel  plesaance, 
Som  cas  shal  putte   it  out  of  remem- 
braonce.  420 

61.  For  al-so  seur  as  day  cometh  after 
night. 

The  newe  love,  labour  or  other  wo. 
Or  elles  selde  seinge  of  a  wight, 
Don  olde  affecciouns  alle  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  part,  thou  shalt  have  oon  of 
tho  425 

To  abrigge  with  thy  bittre  peynes  smerte ; 
Absence  of  hir  shal  dryve  hir  out  of  herte.* 


57.  But  tel  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  so  62.  Thise  wordes  seyde  he  for  the  nones 

mad  alle, 

To  sorwen  thus?    Why  lystow  in  this  To  helpe  his  freend,  lest  he  for  sorwe 

wyse,  deyde. 
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For  doatelees,  to  doon  his  wo  to  falle,  430 
Ho  roughto  not  what  unthrifl  that  he 

seydo. 
Bnt  TroiluB,  that  neigh  for  sorwe  deyde, 
Tok  litel  hede  of  al  that  ever  he  xnente  ; 
Oon   ore  it  herde,   at  the  other  ont  it 

wente: — 

63.  Bnt  at  the  laste  answerde  and  seydo, 
'  freend,  435 

This  lechocraft,  or  heled  thus  to  be, 
Wore  wel  sitting,  if  that  I  were  a  feend, 
To  traysen  hir  that  trewe  is  unto  me  ! 
I  pray  god,  lat  this  consayl  never  y-thee  ; 
Bat    do    me    rather    sterve    anon-right 
hero  440 

Er  I  thus  do  as  thou  me  woldest  lere. 

64.  She  that  I  serve,  y-wis,  what  so  thou 
seyo, 

To  whom  myn  horte  enhabit  is  by  right, 
Shal  lian  me  holly  hires  til  that  I  deye. 
For,  Pandarus,  sin   I  have  trouthe  hir 
hight,  445 

I  wol  not  been  untrowe  for  no  wight ; 
But  as  hir  man  I  wol  ay  live  and  sterve, 
And  never  other  creature  serve. 

65.  And  ther  thou  seyst,  thou  shalt  as 
faire  finde 

As  she,  lat  be,  make  no  comparisoun  450 
To  creature  y-formed  here  by  kindo. 

0  leve  Pandaro,  in  conclusioun, 

1  wol  not  be  of  thyn  opinioun. 
Touching  al  this ;  for  whiche  I  thee  bi- 

seche, 
So  hold  thy  pees ;  thou  sleest  me  with 
thy  specho.  455 

66.  Thow  biddest  me  I  sholde  love  an- 
other 

Al  freshly  newe,  and  lat  Criseyde  go  ! 
It  lyth  not  in  my  power,  leve  brother. 
And  though  I  mighte,  I  wolde  not  do  so. 
But  can  stow  pleyen  raket,  to  and  fro,  460 
Netle  in,  dokke  out,  now  this,  now  that, 

Pandare  ? 
Now  foulo  falle  hir,  for  thy  wo  that  care  ! 

67.  Thow  farest  eek  by  me,  thou   Pan- 
darus, 

As  he,  that  whan  a  wight  Is  wo  bi-goon, 


He  cometh  to  him  a  pas,  and  seyth  right 

thus,  465 

"Thenk  not  on  smort,  and  thou  shalt  fele 


noon. 


»> 


Thou  most  me  first  transmnwen   in  n 

stoon, 
And  reve  me  my  passiouncs  allc, 
Er  thou  so  lightly  do  my  wo  to  falle. 

68.  The  deeth  may  wel  out  of  my  brest 
departo  470 

The  lyf,  so  longe  may  this  sorwe  myne  ; 
But  fro  my  soule  shal  Criseydes  darte 
Out  never-mo ;  but  doun  with  Proserpyno, 
Whan  I  am  deed,  I  wol  go  wone  in  pyne ; 
And  ther  I  wol  eternally  compleyne  475 
My  wo,  and  how  that  twinned  be  we 
tweyne. 

69.  Thow  hast  here  maad  an  argument, 
for  fyn, 

How  that  it  sholde  lasse  peyne  bo 
Criseyde  to  for-goon,  for  she  was  mjTi, 
And  live  in  ese  and  in  felicitec.  480 

Why  gabbestow,  that  seydest  thus  to  me 
That  "  him  is  wors  that  is  fro  wele  j-- 

throwe. 
Than  he  haddo  orst  non  of  that  wele 

y-knowe?" 

70.  But  tel  mo  now,  sin  that  thee  thiuketh 

so  light 
To  chaungen  so  in  love,  ay  to  and  fro,  485 
Why  hastow  not  don  bisily  thy  might 
To  chaungen  hir  that  doth  thee  al  thy  wo? 
Wliy  niltow  lete  hir  fro  thyn  herte  go  ? 
Why  niltovj^love  an-other  lady  swete, 
That  may  thyn  herte  sotten  in  quiet«  ? 

71.  If  thou  host  had  in  love  ay  yet  mis- 
chaunce,  491 

And  canst  it  not  out  of  thyn  herte  dryve, 
I,  that  livedo  in  lust  and  in  plesaunoe 
With  hir  as  muohe  as  creature  on-lyve, 
How  sholde  I  that  foryete,  and  that  so 
blyve  ?  495 

O  where  hastow  ben  hid  so  longe  in  mnwe, 
That  canst  so  wel  and  formely  arguwe  ? 

72.  Nay,  nay,  god  wot,  nought  worth  is  al 
thy  reed, 

For  which,  for  what  that  ever  may  bifalle, 
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With-onten  wordes  mo,  I  wol  be  deed.  500 
O  deeth,  that  endere  art  of  sorwes  alle, 
Com  now,  sin  I  so  ofte  after  thee  calle ; 
For  sely  is  that  deeth,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
That,  ofte  y-cleped,  cometh  and  endeth 
peyne. 

78.  Wei  -wot  I,  wnyl  my  lyf  was  in  qoiete, 
Er  thou  me  slowe,  I  wolde  have  yeven 

hyre;  506 

Bat  now  thy  commge  is  to  me  so  swete, 
That  in  this  world  I  no-thing  so  desyre. 
O  deeth,  sin  with  this  sorwe  I  am  a-fyre, 
Thon  onther  domeanoon  in  teres  drenche, 
Or    with    thy    colde    strook    myn    hete 

qnenche !  511 

74.  Sin  that  thon  sleest  so  fele  in  sondry 
wyse 

Ayens  hir  wil,  nnpreyed,  day  and  night. 
Do  me,  at  my  requeste,  this  servyse, 
Delivere  now  the  world,  so  dostow  right, 
Of  me,  that  cun  the  wofalleste  wight    516 
That  ever  was ;  for  tyme  is  that  I  sterve, 
Sin  in  this  world  of  right  nonght  may 
I  serve.' 

75.  This  Troilns  in  teres  gan  distille, 

As  liconr  oat  of  alambyk  fal  faste ;  520 
And  Pandams  gan  holde  his  tange  stille, 
And  to  the  g^*ound  his  eyen  doon   he 

caste. 
Bat  nathelees,  thos  thonghte  he  at  the 

laste, 
*What,  parde,  rather  than  my  felawe 

deye, 
Yet  shal  I  som-what  more  an-Ho  him  seye : ' 

76.  And  seyde,    'freend,  sin  thoa  hast 
swich  distresse,  526 

And  sin  thee  list  myn  argnments  to  blame, 
Whynilt  thy-selven  helpen  doon  redresse, 
And  with   thy  manhod    letten    al   this 

grame? 
Go  ravisshe  hir  ne  canstow  not  for  shame ! 
And  onther  lat  hir  out  of  tonne  fare,    531 
Or  hold  hir  stille,  and  leve  thy  nyce  fare. 

77.  Artow  in  Troye,  and  hast  non  hordi- 
ment 

To  take  a  womman  which  that  loveth 
thee, 


And  wolde  hir-selven  been  of  thyn assent? 
Now  is  not  this  a  nyce  vanitee  ?  536 

Rys  np  anoon,  and  lat  this  weping  be. 
And  kyth  thou  art  a  man,  for  in  this 

houre 
I  wil  be  deed,  or  she  shal  bleven  oure.' 

78.  To  this  answerde  him  Troilas    fill 
softe,  540 

And  seyde,  *  parde,  leve  brother  dere, 
Al  this  have  I  my-self  yet  thought  ful  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thou  devysest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  lafb,  thou  shalt  wel 
here ;  544 

And  whan  thou  me  hast  yeve  an  audience, 
Ther-after  mayst  thou  telle  al  thy  sen- 
tence. 

79.  First,  sin  thoa  west  this  toun  hath  al 
this  werre 

For  ravisshing  of  wommen  so  by  might, 
It  sholde  not  be  saffred  me  to  orre,      549 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  doon  so  gret  unright. 
I  sholde  han  also  blame  of  every  wight. 
My  fadres  graunt  if  that  I  so  withstode, 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  tonnes  goode. 

80.  I  have  eek  thought,  so  it  wfere  hir 
assent, 

To  aske  hir  at  my  fader,  of  his  grace ;  ^$s 
Than  thenke  I,  this  were  hir  accusement, 
Sin  wel  I  woot  I  may  hir  not  purchace. 
For  sin  my  fader,  in  so  heigh  a  place 
Asparlement,  hath  hir  esohaungo  cnseled, 
He  nil  for  me  his  lettre  be  repeled.       56*) 

81.  Yet  drede  I  most  hir  herte  to  j^r- 
tourbe 

With  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game  ; 
For  if  I  wolde  it  openly  distourbe, 
It  moste  been  disclaundre  to  hir  name. 
And  me  were  lever  deed  than  hir  defame, 
As  nolde  god  but-if  I  sholde  have         566 
Hir  honour  lever  than  my  lyf  to  save  ! 

82.  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  ought  that  I  can 
see ; 

For  certeyn  is,  sin  that  I  am  hir  knight, 
I  moste  hir  honour  lever  heui  than  me 
In  every  cas,  as  lovere  oughte  of  right.  571 
Thus  am  I  with  desyr  and  reson  twight ; 
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Desyr  for  to  distourben  hir  me  redeth, 
And  reson  nil  not,  so  myn  herte  dredeth.' 

88.  Thus  wepinge  that  he  coude  never 
oesse,  575 

He  seyde,  '  alias !  how  shal  I,  wrecche, 
faro? 

For  wel  fele  I  alwey  my  love  encresse, 

And  hope  is  lasse  and  lasse  alwey,  Pan- 
dare! 

Encressen  eek  the  canses  of  my  care ; 

So  wel-a-wey,  why  nil  myn  herte  breste  ? 

For,  as  in  love,  ther  is  bnt  litel  reste/  581 

84.    Pandare    answerde,    'freend,    thon 

mayst,  for  me, 
Don  as  thee  list ;  but  hadde  ich  it  so  hote, 
And  thyn  estat,  she  sholde  go  with  me  ; 
Thoiigh  al  this  tonn  cryede  on  this  thing 

by  note,  585 

I  noldo  sotte  at  al  that  noyse  a  grote. 
For  when  men  ban  wel  oryed,  than  wol 

they  roauo ; 
A  wonder  last  but  nyne  night  never  in 

toune. 

80.  Devyne  not  in  reson  ay  so  depe 
Ne  curteysly,  but  help  thy-self  anoon ;  590 
Bet  is  that  othere  than  thy-selven  wepe. 
And  namely,  sin  yo  two  been  al  oon. 
Rys  up,  for  by  myn  heed,  she  shal  not 

goon; 
And  rather  be  in  blame  a  lyte  y-foundo 
Than  stervo  here  as  a  gnat,   with-oiite 

wounde.  595 

86.  It  is  no  shame  un-to  yow,  ne  no  vyce 
Hir  to  with-holden,  that  ye  loveth  most. 
Paraunter,   she  mighte  holden  thee  for 

nyco 
To  leto  hir  go  thus  to  the  Q-rekes  ost. 
Thenk  eek  Fortune,   as  wol  thy-selven 

wost,  600 

Helpeth  hardy  man  to  his  empryso, 
And  weyveth  wrecches,  for  hir  cowardyse. 

87.  And  though  thy  lady  wolde  a  litel  hir 
greve, 

Thou  shalt  thy  pees  fnl  wel  here-after 

make, 
But  as  for  me,  certayn,  I  can  not  leve  605 
That  she  wolde  it  as  now  for  yvel  take. 


Why  sholde  than  for  ferd  thyn  herte 

quake? 
Thenk  eek  how  Paris  hath,  that  is  thy 

brother, 
A    love ;    and    why    shaltow    not    have 

another  ? 

88.  And    Troilus,    o    thing  I    dar    thee 
swere,  610 

That  if  Criseyde,  whiche  that  is  thy  leef, 
Now  loveth  thee  as  wel  as  thou  dost  here, 
G(od  helpe  me  so,  she  nil  not  take  a-g^eef. 
Though    thou    do    bote    a-noon  in  this 

mischeef. 
And  if  she  wilneth  fro  thee  for  to  passe, 
Thanne  is  she  fals ;  so  love  hir  wel  the 

lasse.  616 

89.  For-thy  tak  herte,  and  thenk,  right  as 
a  knight, 

Thourgh  love  is  broken  alday  every  lawe. 
Kyth  now  sumwhat  thy  corage  and  thy 

might, 
Have  mercy  on  thy-self,  for  any  awe.    620 
Lat  not  tliis  wrecched  wo    thin   herto 

gnawe, 
But  manly  set  the  world  on  sixe  and 

sevene  ; 
And,  if  thou  deye  a  martir,  go  to  hevene. 

90.  I  wol  my-self  bo  with  thee  at  this 
dede, 

Though    ich    and   al   my  kin,    up-on  a 
stounde,  625 

ShuUe  in  a  strete  as  dogges  liggen  dede, 
Thourgh-g^rt  with  many  a  wyd  and  blody 

wounds. 
In  every  cas  I  wol  a  freend  be  founde. 
And  if  thee  list  here  ster^-en  as  a  wrecche, 
A-dieu,    the    devel    spede    him    that    it 
recche ! '  630 

91.  This  TroQus  gan  with    tho    wordes 
quiken. 

And  seyde,   'freend,   graunt  mercy,  ich 

assente ; 
But  certaynly  thou  mayst  not   me    so 

priken, 
Ne  peyne  noon  ne  may  me  so  tormente, 
That,  for  no  cas,  it  is  not  myn  entente, 
At  shorte  wordes,  though  I  dyen  sholde, 
To  ravisshehir,  but-if  hir-self  it  wolde.'  637 
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92.  *  Why,  so  mene  I,'  qnod  Pandams,  *al 

this  day. 
But  tel  me  than,  hastow  hir  wel  assayed, 
That  sorwest  thus?'    And  he  answcrde, 

*  nay.'  640 

*Wher-of  artow,*  qnod  Pandare,    Hhan 

a-mayed, 
That  nost  not  that  she  wol    ben    jrvel 

apayed 
To  ravisshe  hir,  sin  thon  hast  not  ben 

there, 
Bnt-if  that  Jove  tolde  it  in  thyn  ere  ? 

98.  For-thy  lys  up,  as  nought  no  were, 

anoon,  645 

And  wash  thy  face,  and  to  the  king  thou 

wende, 
Or  he  may  wondren  whider  thou  art  goon. 
Thou  most  with  wisdom  him  and  othere 

blende ; 
Or,  up-on  cas,  he  may  after  thee  sende 
Er  thou  be  war;   and  shortly,  brother 

dere,  650 

Be  glad,  and  lat  me  werko  in  thismatere. 

94.  For  I  shal  shape  it  so,  that  sikerly 
Thou  shalt  this  night  som  tyme,  in  som 

manero, 
Com  speke  with  thy  lady  prevely, 
And  by  hir  wordes  eek,  and  by  hir  chere, 
Thou  shalt  ful  sone  aparceyve  and  wel 

here  656 

Al  hir  entente,  and  in  this  cas  the  beste  ; 
And  fare  now  wel,  for  in  this  point  I 

reste.' 

95.  The  swifbe  Fame,  whicne  that  false 
thinges 

Egal  reporteth  lyk  the  thinges  trewe,  660 
Was  thomgh-out  Troye  y-fled  with  preste 

winges 
Fro  man  to  man,  and  made  this  tale  al 

newe. 
How  Calkas  doughter,  with  hir  brighte 

hewe. 
At  parlement,  with-oute  wordes  more, 
I-graunted  was  in  chaunge  of  Antenore.  665 

96.  The  whiche  tale  anoon-right  as  Cri- 
seyde 

Had  herd,  she  which   that   of  hir  fader 
ronghte, 


As  in  this  cas,  right  nought,  ne  whanne 

he  deyde, 
Ful  bisily  to  Juppiter  bisoughto 
Yeve  him   mischaunce  that  this    tret  is 

broughte.  670 

But  shortly,  lest  thise  tales  sothe  were, 
She  dorste  at  no  wight  asken  it,  for  fere ; 

97.  As  she  that  hadde  hir  herte  and  al  hir 
mind^ 

On  Troilus  y-set  so  wonder  faste, 

That  al  this  world  no  mighte  hir  love 

unbinde,  675 

Ke  Troilus  out  of  hir  herte  caste  ; 
She  wol  ben  his,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 

laste. 
And  thus  she  brenneth  bothe  in  love  and 

drede, 
So  that  she  niste  what  was  best  to  redo. 

98.  But  as  men  seen  in  toune,  and  al 
aboute,  680 

That  wommen  usen  frendes  to  visyte, 
So  to  Criseyde  of  wommen  com  a  route 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenden  hir  delyte  ; 
And  with  hir  tales,  dere  y-nough  a  myte, 
These  wonunen,  whiche  that  in  the  cite 

dwelle,  685 

They  sette  hem  doun,  and  seyde  as  I  shal 

telle. 

99.  Quod  first  that  oon,  *  I  am  glad, 
trewely, 

By-cause  of  yow,  that  shal  your  fader  see.' 
A-nother  seyde,  *  y-wis,  so  nam  not  I ; 
For  al  to  litel  hath  she  with  us  be. '     690 
Quod  tho  the   thridde,   *  I  hope,  y-wis, 

that  she 
Shal  bringen  us  the  pees  on  every  syde, 
That,  whan  she  gooth,  almighty  god  hir 

gyde ! ' 

100.  Tho  wordoa  and  tho  wommannissho 
thinges. 

She  herde  hem  right  as  though  she 
thennes  were ;  695 

For,  god  it  wot,  hir  herte  on  other  thing 
is. 

Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there. 

Hir  advertence  is  alwey  elles-where  ; 

For  Troilus  ful  faste  hir  soule  soughte  ; 

With-outen  word,    alwey    on    him    she 


thoughte. 
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101.  Thise  wommen,  that  thus  wenden 
liir  to  plese, 

Aboute     nought    gonne    aile   hir   tales 

spende ; 
Swicli  vanitee  se  can  don  hir  non  ese, 
As  she  that,  al  this  mene  whyle,  brende 
Of  other  passioon  than  that  they  vrende, 
So  that  she  felte  almost  hir  herte  dye  706 
For  wo,  and  wery  of  that  company e. 

102.  For  which  no  longer    mighte    she 
restreyne 

Hir  teres,  so  they  gonnen  np  to  welle. 
That  yeven  signes  of  the  bitter  peyne  710 
In  whiche    hir   spirit    was,   and  moste 

d  welle ; 
Remembring  hir,  fro  heven  unto  which 

helle 
She    fallen    was,    sith    she   forgoth  the 

sighte 
Of  Troilns,  and  sorowfolly  she  sighte.  714 

108.  And  thilke  foles  sittinge  hir  abonte 
Wenden,  that  she  wepte  and  syked  sore 
By-canse  that  she  sholde  ont  of  that  route 
Departe,  and  never  pleye  with  hem  more. 
And  they  that  hadde  y*knowen  hir  of  yore 
Seye  hir  so  wepe,  and  thonghte  it  kinde- 

nesse,  730 

And  eche  of  hem  wepte  eek  for  hir  dis- 

tresse ; 

104.  And  bisily  they  gonnen  hir  conforten 
Of  thing,  god  wot,   on   which  she  litel 

thonghte ; 
And  with  hir  tales  wenden  hir  disporten, 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  hir  bisonghte. 
Bat    swich    an    ese  ther-with  they  hir 

wronghie  736 

Right  as  a  man  is  esed  for  to  fele, 
For  ache  of  heed,  to  clawen  him  on  his 

hele! 

105.  But  after  al  this  nyce  vanitee 
They  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom  they  wenten 

alle.  730 

Criseyde,  fnl  of  sorweftil  pitee, 
In-to  hir  chanmbre  up  wen  to  out  of  the 

halle, 
And  on  hir  bed  she  gan  for  deed  to  falle, 
In  purpos  never  thennes  for  to  ryse  ; 
And  thus  she  wroughte,  as  I  shal  yow 

devyse.  735 


106.  Hir  ounded  beer,  that  sonnish  was 
of  hewe. 

She  rente,  and  eek  hir  fingres  longe  and 

smale 
She  wrong  ful  ofte,  and  bad  god  on  hir 

rewe. 
And  with  the  deeth  to  doon  bote  on  hir 

bale. 
Hir  hewe,  whylom  bright,  that  tho  was 

pale,  740 

Bar  witnes  of  hir  wo  and  hir  constrejmte ; 
And  thus  she  spak,  sobbinge,  in  hir  com- 

pleynte  : 

107.  'Alas!'    quod    she,    *out    of    this 
regioun 

I,  woful  wrecche  and  infortuned  wight, 
And  bom  in  corsed  constellacioun,      745 
Mot  goon,   and  thus  departen    fro    my 

knight ; 
Wo  worth,  alias !  that  ilke  dayes  light 
On  which  I  saw  him  first   with    oyen 

tweyne. 
That   causeth  me,  and  I  him,  al   this 


pejTie 


f » 


106.  Therwith  the  teres  from  hir  oyen 
two  750 

Douu  fiUe,  as  shour  in  Aperill,  ful  swythe ; 
Hir  whyte  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  wo 
After  the  deeth  she  cryed  a  thousand 

sythe. 
Sin  he  that  wont  hir  wo  was  for  to  lythe. 
She  mot  for-goon  ;  for  which  disaventure 
She  held  hir-self  a  forlost  creature.       756 

109.  She  seyde,  '  how  shal  he  doon,  and 
I  also? 

How  sliolde  I  live,  if  that  I  from  him 

twinne  ? 
O  dere  herte  eek,  that  I  love  so, 
Who  shal  that  sorwe  sleen  that  ye  ben 

inne  ?  760 

O  Calkas,  fader,  thyn  be  al  this  sinne ! 
O  moder  myn,  that  cleped  were  Argyve, 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thou  me  here  on 

lyve! 

1 10.  To  what  fyn  sholde  I  live  and  sorwen 
thus? 

How  sholde  a  fish  with-oute  water  dure? 
What  is  Criseyde  worth,  from  Troilus?  766 
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How  sholde  a  plaunte  or  lyves  creature 
Live,  with-oute  his  kinde  noriture  ? 
For  which  fal  oft  a  by-word  here  I  seje, 
That,  "  rotelees,  mot  grene  sone  deye."  770 

111.  I  shal  don  thnB,  sin  neither  swerd  ne 
darte 

Dar  I  non  handle,  for  the  craeltee, 
That  ilke  day  that  I  from  yow  departe, 
If  aorwe  of  that  nil  not  my  bane  be, 
Than  shal  no  mete  or  drinke  come  in 
me  775 

Til  I  my  soole  out  of  my  breste  unshethe ; 
And  thus  my-selven  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

112.  And,  Troilus,  my  clothes  everichoon 
Shnl    blake    been,   in    tokeninge,    herte 

swete. 
That  I  am  as  out  of  this  world  agoon,  780 
That  wont  was  yow  to  setten  in  quiete ; 
And  of  myn  ordre,  ay  til  deeth  me  mete, 
The  observaunce  ever,  in  your  absence, 
Shal  sorwe  been,  compleynte,  and  absti- 
nence. 

118.  Myn  herte  and  eek  the  woful  goost 
ther-inne  785 

Biquethe  I,  with  your  spirit  to  compleyne 
Eternally,  for  they  shul  never  twinne. 
For  though   in  erthe  y-twinned  be  we 

tweyne, 
Yet  in  the  feld  of  pitee,  out  of  peyne, 
That  hight  Elysos,  shul  we  been  y-fere,  790 
As  Orpheus  and  Erudice  his  fere. 

114.  Thus  herte  myn,  for  An  tenor,  alias ! 
I  sone  shal  be  chaunged,  as  I  wene. 

But  how  shul  ye  don   in  this  sorwfiil 

cas, 
How  shal  your  tendre  herte  this  sustene? 
But  herte  myn,  for-yet  this  sorwe  and 

tene,  796 

And  me  also ;  for,  soothly  for  to  seye, 
80  ye  wel  fare,  I  recche  not  to  deye.' 

115.  How  mighte  it  ever  y-red  ben   or 
y-songe, 

The  pleynte  that  she  made  in  hir  dis- 
tresse  ?  800 

I  noot ;  but,  as  for  me,  my  litel  tonge, 
If  I  disoreven  wolde  hir  hevinesse, 
It  sholde  make  hir  sorwe  seme  lesse 


Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly  deface 
Hir  heigh  compleynte,  and  therfore  I  it 
pace.  805 

116.  Pandare,    which    that     sent    from 
Troilus 

Was  to  Criseyde,  as  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  accorded  thus, 
And  he  ful  glad  to  doon  him  that  servyse, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  in  a  fill  secree  wyse,      810 
Ther-as  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage, 
Com  hir  to  telle  al  hoolly  his  message. 

117.  And  fond  that  she  hir-selven  gan  to^ 
trete 

Ful  pitously  ;  for  with  hir  salte  teres 
Hir  brest,   hir    face    y-bathed    was    fal 

wete;  815 

The  mighty  tresses  of  hir  sonnish  heres, 
Unbroyden,  hangen  al  aboute  hir  eres ; 
Which  yaf  him  verray  signal  of  martyre 
Of   deeth,    which    that    hir    herfce    gan 

desyre. 

1 18.  Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  sorwe 
anoon  820 

Hir  tery  face  a-twixe  hir  armes  hyde, 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  wo  bi-goon, 
That  in  the  hous  he    mighte  unnethe 

abyde, 
As  he  that  pitee  felte  on  every  ^de. 
For  if  Criseyde  hadde  erst  compleyned 

sore,  825 

Tho  gan   she  pleyne  a  thousand  tymes 

more. 

119.  And  in  hir  aspre  pleynte  than  she 
seyde, 

'  Pandare  first  of  jc^s  mo  than  two 
Was  cause  causinge  un-to  me,' Criseyde, 
That   now    transmuwed   been   in  cruel 

wo.  830 

Wher  shal  I  seye  to  yow  "  wel  come  "  or 

no, 
That  alderfirst  me  broughte  in-to  servyse 
Of  love,  alias !  that  endeth  in  swich  wyse? 

120.  Endeth  than  love  in  wo  ?  Ye,  or  men 
lyeth !  834 

And  alle  worldly  blisse,  as  thinketh  me. 
The  ende  of  blisse  ay  sorwe  it  occupyeth  ; 
And  who-so  troweth  not  that  it  so  be, 
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lilt  him  upon  me,  woful  wreccbe,  y-see, 
That  my-self  hate,   and    ay  my  birthe 

acorso, 
Felinge  alwey,  fro  wikke  I  go  to  worse. 

121.  Who-so  mo  seeth,  ho  senth  sorwe  al 
at  ones,  841 

Payne,  torment,  pleynte,  "wo,  distresse. 
Ont  of  my  woful  body  liarm  ther  noon  is, 
As  anguish,  langonr,  cruel  bittemesso, 
A-noy,  smert,  drede,  fury,  and  eek  sik- 
nesse.  845 

I  trowe,  y-wis,  from  hevene  teres  reyne, 
For  pitcG  of  myn  aspre  and  cruel  'peytXQ  ! ' 

122.  'And  thou,  my  suster,   ful  of  dis- 
comfort,' 848 

Quod  Pandarus,  '  what  thenkestowto  do? 
Why  ne  hastow  to  thy-selven  som  resport, 
Why  woltow  thus  thy-selve,  alias,  for-do  ? 
Lcef  al  this  work  and  tak  now  hede  to 
That  I  shal  seyn,  and  herkne,  of  good 

entente, 
This,   which  by    me    thy    Troilus    thee 

sente.* 

123.  Torned    hir    tho    Criseyde,    a    wo 
makinge  855 

So  greet  that  it  a  deeth  was  for  to  see  :-^ 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  '  what  wordes  may  ye 

bringe  ? 
What  wol  my  dere  herte  seyn  to  me, 
Which  that  I  dredo  never-mo  to  see  ?  859 
Wol  he  have  pleynto  or  tores,  er  I  wende? 
I  have  y-nowe,  if  he  ther-after  sende  ! ' 

124.  She  was  right  swich  to  seen  in  hir 
visage 

As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  berc  bindo ; 
Hir  face,  lyk  of  Paradys  the  image. 
Was  al  y-chaunged  in  another  kinde.  865 
The  pleye,  the  laughtre  men  was  wont  to 

finde 
In  hir,  and  eek  hir  joyes  everychone, 
Ben  fled,  and  thus  lyth  now  Criseyde 

allone. 

125.  Aboute  hir  eyen  two  a  purpre  ring 
Bi-trent,    in    sothfast    tokninge   of   hir 

peyne,  870 

That  to  biholde  it  was  a  dedly  thing, 
For  which  Pandare  mighte  not  restreyne 


The  teres  from  his  eyen  for  to  reyno. 
But  nathelees,  as  he  best  mighte,  he  seydo 
From  Troilus  thiso  wordes  to  Criseyde.  875 

126.  'Lo,  necG,  I  trowe  ye  han  herd  al 
how 

The  king,    with  othcre  lordes,  for   tho 

beste, 
Hath  mad  eschaunge  of  Antenor  and 

yow, 
That    cause    is  of  thia  sorwe  and  this 

unreste. 
But  how  this  cas  doth  Troilus  moleste,  R?o 
That  may  non    erthely  mannes    tonge 

seye ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  is  al  aweye. 

127.  For  which   we  han   so  sorwed,  he 
and  I, 

That  in-to  litel  botho  it  hadde  us  slawo  ; 
But  thurgh  my  conseil  this  day,  fynally. 
He  somwhat  is  fro  weping  now  with- 
drawe.  8S6 

And  semeth  me  that  he  dosyreth  fawo 
With  yow  to  been  al  night,  for  to  devyse 
B«mede  in  this,  if  ther  were  any  wyse. 

128.  This,  short  and  pleyne,  th'eifect  of 
my  message,  890 

As  ferforth  as  my  wit  can  oomprehende. 
For  ye,  that  been  of  torment  in  swich  rage, 
May  to  no  long  prologe  as  now  entende ; 
And  hor-upon  ye  may  answere  himsendo. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  neco  dere. 
So  leef  this  wo  er  Troilus  be  here.'        896 

129.  '■  Gret  is  my  wo,'  quod  she,  and  sighte 
sore. 

As  she  that  feleth  dedly  sharp  distresse ; 
'  But  yet  to  me  his  sorwe  is  muchel  more, 
That  love    him    bet   than  he  him-self, 
I  gesso.  900 

Alias !  for  me  hath  he  swich  hevinesse  ? 
Can  he  for  me  so  pitously  compleyne  ? 
Y-wis,  this  sorwe  doubleth  al  my  peyne. 

130.  Grevous  to  me,  god  wot,  is  for  to 
twinne,' 

Quod  she,  '  but  yet  it  hardere  is  to  me  905 
To  seen  that  sorwe  which  that  he  is  inne ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  it  wol  my  bane  be  ; 
And  deye  I  wol  in  oertayu,'  tho  quod  she ; 
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'  But  bidde  him  oome,  er  deeth,  that  thus 

me  threteth, 
Dry  vo  ont  that  goost,  which  in  myn  herte 


beteth.' 


910 


131.  Thise  wordos  seyd,  she  on  hir  armes 

two 
Pil  gnif,  and  gan  to  wepe  pitonsly. 
Quod  Pandams,  '  alias !  why  do  ye  so, 
Syn  wel  ye  wot  the  tyme  is  faste  by, 
That  he  shal  oome  ?  Arys  up  hastely,    9x5 
That  he  yow  nat  biwopen  thus  ne  finde, 
But  ye  wol  han  him  wood  out  of  his 

minde  ! 

182.  For  wiste  he  that  ye  ferde  in  this 
manere, 

He  wolde  him-selve  slee ;  and  if  I  wende 
To  han  this  fare,  he  sholde  not  come 
here  920 

For  al  the  good  that  Pryam  may  despende. 
For  to  what  fyn  ho  wolde  anoon  pretende, 
That  knowe  I  wel ;  and  for-thy  yet  I  seye, 
So  leef  this  sorwe,  or  platly  he  wol  deye. 

183.  And  shapeth  yow  his  sorwe  for  to 
abregge,  925 

And  nought  encresse,  leve  nece  swete ; 
Beth  rather  to  him  cause  of  flat  than 

And  with  som  wysdom  ye  his  sorwes  bete. 
What  helpeth  it  to  wepen  ful  a  strete, 
Or  though  ye  bothe  in  salte  teres  dreynte  ? 
Bet  is  a  tyme  of  cure  ay  thanof  pleynte.  931 

184.  I  mene  thus ;    whan  I  him  hider 
bringe, 

Sin  ye  ben  wyse,  and  bothe  of  oon  assent, 
So  shapeth  how  distonrbe  your  goinge. 
Or  come  ayen,  sone  after  ye  be  went.    935 
Wommen  ben  wyse  in  short  avysement ; 
And  lat  sen  how  your  wit    shal    now 

avaylo ; 
And  what  that  I  may  helpe,  it  shal  not 

fayle.' 

185.  '  Oo,*  quod    Criseyde,    *  and    uncle, 
trewely, 

I  shal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  restreyne 
From  weping  in  his  sight,  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  shal  don  al  my  peyne. 
And  in  myn  herto  seken  every  veyne  ; 


If  to  this  soor  ther  may  bo  fonnden  salve, 

It    shal    not    lakken,   certain,    on    myn 

halve.'  945 

136.  Goth    Pandams,    and    Troilus    ho 

soughte. 
Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  allone, 
As  he  that  of  his  lyf  no  lenger  rough te  ; 
But  to  the  pitouse  goddes  everichone 
Ful  tendrely  he  preyde,  and  made  his 

mone,  ^'       950 

To  doon  him  sone  out  of  tliis  world  to 

I)ace ; 
For  wol  he  thoughte  ther  was  non  other 

grace. 

187.  And  shortly,  al  the  sotho  for  to  seye. 
He  was  so  fallen  in  despeyr  that  day. 
That  outrely  ho  shoop  him  for  to  deye.  955 
For  right  thus  was  his  argument  alwey  : 
He  seyde,  he  nas  but  loren,  waylawey  ! 
'  Fur  al  that  comth,  comth  by  necessitoe ; 
Thus  to  be  lorn,  it  is  my  destinee. 

138.  For  cortaynly,  this  wot  I  wel,'  he 
seyde,  960 

'  That  for-sight  of  divj^e  purvoyaunce 
Hath  seyn  olwey  me  to  for-gon  Criseyde, 
Sin  god  seoth  every  thing,  out  of  dout- 

aunce. 
And  hem  desponeth,  thourgh  his  ordo- 

naunce, 
In  hir  merj^es  sothly  for  to  be,  965 

As  they  shul  comen  by  predestinee. 

189.  But  nathelees,  alias!  whom  shal  I 

leve? 
For  ther  ben  grete  derkes  many  oon. 
That  destinee  thorugh  argumentes  prove  ; 
And  som  men  seyn  that  nedely  ther  is 

noon ;  970 

But  that  free  chois  isyeven  us  everichoon. 
O,  welaway !  so  sleye  am  clerkes  olde, 
That  I  not  whos  opinion  I  may  holdo. 

140   For  som  men  seyn,  if  god  seth  al 

bifom, 
Ne  god  may  not  deceyved  ben,  pardee,  975 
Than  moot  it  fallen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn, 
That  purveyaunoe  hath  seyn  bifore  to  be. 
Wherfor  I  seye,  that  from  eteme  if  he 
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Hath  wist  bifom  our  thought  eek  as  our 

dede, 
We  have  no  free  chois,  as  these  derkes 

rede.  980 

141.  For  other  thought  nor  other  dede 
also 

Might  never  be,' but  swich  as  ptirve3raano6| 
Which  may  not  ben  decoyved  never-mo, 
Hath  feled  bifom,  with-onten  ignoraunce. 
For  if  tfaer  mighte  been  a  variannce    985 
To  wrythen  out  fro  goddes  purveyinge, 
Ther  nere  no  prescience  of  thing  cominge ; 

142.  But  it  were  rather  an  opinionn 
Uncerteyn,  and  no  stedfast  forseinge ; 
And  ccrtes,  that  were  an  abnsioon,      990 
That  god  shuld  han  no  parfit  cleer  witinge 
More  than  we  men  that  han    dontons 

wcninge. 
Bat  swich  an  erronr  nx>-on  god  to  gesse 
Were  fals  and  fonl,  and  wikked  corsed- 

nesse. 

143.  Eek  this  is  an  opinionn  of  somme  995 
That  han  hir  top  ftd  heighe  and  smothe 

y-shore ; 
They  seyn  right  thns,  that  thing  is  not  to 

come 
For  that  the  prescience  hath  seyn  bifore 
That  it  shal  come;  bat  they  seyn,  that 

therfore 
That  it  shal  come,  therfore  the  parvey- 

aonce  1000 

Wot  it  bifom  with-onten  ignoraunce ; 

144.  And  in  this  manere  this  necessitee 
Betometh  in  his  part  contrarie  agayn. 
For  needfully  bihoveth  it  not  to  be 
That  thilke  thinges  fallen  in  certayn  1005 
That  ben  purveyed ;  but  nedely,  as  they 

seyn, 
Bihoveth  it  that  thinges,  whiohe  that 

falle, 
That  they  in  certayn  ben  purveyed  alle. 

145.  I  mene  as  though  I  laboured  me  in 
this, 

To  enqueren  which  thing  cause  of  which 
thing  be ;  loio 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  god  is 
The  certayn  cause  of  the  necessitee 


Of  thinges  that  to  comen  been,  pardee  ; 

Or  if  necessitee  of  thing  oominge 

Be  cause  certeyn  of  the  purveyinge.    1015 

146.  But  now  ne  enforce  I  me  nat  in 
shewinge 

How  the  ordre  of  causes  stant ;  but  wel 

wot  I, 
That  it  bihoveth  that  the  bifallinge 
Of  thinges  wist  biforen  certejrnly 
Be  necessarie,  al  seme  it  not  ther-by  loao 
That  prescience  put  falling  necessaire 
To  thing  to  come,  al  falle  it  foole  or 

faire. 

147.  For  if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see, 
Than  by  necessitee  bihoveth  it 

That,  certes,  th3m  opinioun  soth  be,     1025 
That  wenest  or  conjectest  that  he  sit ; 
And  ferther-over  now  ayenward  yit, 
Lo,  right  so  it  is  of  the  part  contrarie, 
As  thus ;    (now  herkne,  for  I  wol  not 
tarie): 

148.  I  seye,  that  if  the  Opinioun  of  thee 
Be  sooth,  for  that  he  sit,  than  seye  I 

this,  103 1 

That  he  mot  sitten  by  necessitee ; 
And  thus  necessitee  in  either  is. 
For  in  him  nede  of  sitting  is,  y-wis. 
And  in  thee  nede  of  sooth  ;  and  thus,  for- 

sothe,  1035 

Ther  moot  necessitee  ben  in  yow  bothe. 

149.  But  thou  mayst  seyn,  the  man  sit 
not  therfore. 

That  thyn  opinion  of  sitting  soth  is  ; 
But  rather,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
Therfore  is  thyn  opinion  sooth,  y-wis.  1040 
And  I  seye,  though  the  cause  of  sooth  of 

this 
Comth  of  his  sitting,  yet  necessitee 
Is  entreohaunged,  bothe  in  him  and  thee. 

160.  Thus    on    this    same  wyse,   out  of 

dontaunce, 
I  may  wel  maken,  as  it  semeth  me,     10^5 
My  resoninge  of  goddes  purveyaunce, 
And  of  the  thinges  that  to  comen  be ; 
By  whiche  reson  men  may  wel  y-see. 
That  thilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  falle. 
That  by  necessitee  they  comen  alle.    1050 
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161.  For  al-thoag^h  that,  for  thing  shal 

comef  y-wifl, 
Therfore  is  it  purveyed,  oertajnly, 
Nat  that  it  oomth  for  it  purveyed  is  : 
Yet  nathelees,  bihoveth  it  nedfxilly, 
That  thing  to  come  be  purveyed,  trewely ; 
Or  elles,  thinges  that  purveyed  be,     1056 
That  they  bityden  by  necessitee. 

152.  And   this   suf^rseth    right   y*now, 

certeyn. 
For  to  destroye  our  free  ohois  every  del. — 
But  now  is  this  abnsion  to  seyn,         1060 
That  fallinge  of  the  thinges  temporel 
Is  cause  of  goddes  prescience  etemel. 
Now  trewely,  that  is  a  fals  sentence, 
That  thing  to  come  sholde   cause   his 

prescience, 

168.  What  mighte  I  wene,  and  I  hadde 

swich  a  thought,  1065 

But  that  god  purveyth  thing  that  is  to 

come 
For  that  it  is  to  come,  and  dies  nought  ? 
So  mighte  I  wene  that  thinges  alle  and 

some. 
That  whylom  been  bifalle  and  over-come, 
Ben  cause    of  thiike  oovereyn  purvey- 

aunce,  1070 

That  for-wot  al  with-onten  ignoraunce, 

164.  And  over  al  this,  yet  seye  I  more 

herto, 
That  right  as  whan  I  woot  ther  is  a 

thing, 
Y-wia,  that  thing  mot  nedeftUly  be  so ; 
£ek   right   so,   whan  I   woot  a  thing 

coming,  1075 

80  mot  it  come ;  and  thus  the  bifalling 
Of  thinges  that  ben  wist  bifore  the  tyde, 
They  mowe  not  been  eschewed  on  no 

^jrde.' 

155.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  almighty  Jove 

in  trone, 
That  west  of  al  this  thing  the  soothfast- 

nesse,  1080 

Bewe  on  my  sorwe,  or  do  me  deye  sone, 
Or  bring  Criseyde  and  me  fro  this  dis- 

tresse.' 
And  whyl  he  was  in  al  this  hevinesse, 


Bispntinge  with  him-self  in  this  xnatere, 
Com  Pandare  in,  and  seyde  as  ye  -may 
here.  1085 

I661  '  O  mighty  god,*  quod  Fandarus,  *  in 

trone, 
£y !  who  seigh  ever  a  wys  man  faren  so  ? 
Why,  Troilus,  what  thenkestow  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  lust  to  been  thyn  owene  fo  ? 
What,  parde,  yet  is  not  Gris^de  a-go !  1090 
Why  lust  thee  so  thy-self  for-doon  for 

drede. 
That  in  thyn  heed  thyn  eyen  semen  dede  ? 

157.  Hastow  not  lived  many  a  yeer  bi- 

fom 
With-outen  hir,  and  ferd  ful  wel  at  ese? 
Artow  for  hir  and  for  non  other  bom  ? 
Hath  kind  thee  wroughte  al-only  hir  to 

plese  ?  1096 

Lat  be,  and  thenk  right  thus  in  thy  disese : 
That,  in  the  dees  right  as  ther  fallen 

chaunces. 
Bight  so  in  love,  t|ier  oome  and  goon 

plesaunces. 

168.  And  yet  this  is  a  wonder  most  of  alle, 
Wliy  thou  thus  oorwest,  sin  thou  nost 

notyit,  iioi 

Touching  hir  goinge,  how  that  it  shal 

folle, 
Ne  if  she  can  hir-self  distorben  it. 
Thou  hast  not  yet  assayed  al  hir  wit. 
A  man  may  al  by  tyme  his  nekke  bede  tio5 
Whan  it  shal  of,  and  sorwen  at  the  nede. 

.159,  For-thy  take  hede  of  that  that  I  shal 

seye; 
I  have  with  hir  y-spoke  and  longe  y-be, 
So  as  accorded  was  bitwixe  us  tweye. 
And  eveivmo  me  thinketh  thus,  that  she 
Hath  som-what  in  hir  hertes  prevete^, 
Wher-with  she  can,  if  I  shal  right  arede, 
Distorbe  al  this,  of  which  thou  art  in 

drede.  1113 

160.  For  which  my  counseil  is,  whan  it  is 

night. 
Thou  to  hir  go,  and  make  of  this  an 

ende; 
And    blisful    Juno,    thourgh    hir   grete 
.  mighte,  11 16 
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Shnl,  as  I  hope,  hir  grace  nn-to  ua  sexide. 
Myn  herte  seyth,  "  oerteyn,  she  shal  not 

wende ; " 
And  for-thy  pnt  thyn  herte  a  whyle  in 

reste;  11 19 

And  hold  this  pnrpos,  for  it  is  the  beste.' 

161.  This  Troilus  answerde,  and  sighte 

sore, 
'  Thou  seyst  right  wel,  and  I  wil  do  right 


so 


.1 


And  what  him  liste,  he  seyde  un-to  it 

more. 
And  -whan  that  it  was  tyme  for  to  go, 
Ful  prevely  him-self,  with-onten  mo,  11 25 
Un-to  hir  com,  as  ho  was  wont  to  done  ; 
And  how  they  wronghte,  I  shal  yow  telle 

sone. 

162.  Soth  is,  that  whan  they  gonno  first 
to  mete,  1128 

So  gan  the  peyne  hir  hertes  for  to  twiste. 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighte  grete, 
Bnt  hem  in  armes  toke  and  alter  kiste. 
The  lasse  wofhlle  of  hem  bothe  niste 
Wher  that  he  was,  ne  mighte  o  word 

oat-bringe. 
As  I  seyde  erst,  for  wo  and  for  sobbinge. 

163.  Tho  wofhl  teres   that   they  leten 
falle  1135 

As  bittre  weren,  out  of  teres  kinde. 
For  peyne,  as  is  ligne-alote  or  galle. 
So  bittre  teres  weep  nonght,  as  I  findo. 
The  wofol  Hyrra  through  the  bark  and 

rinde. 
That  in  this  world  ther  nis  so  hard  an 

herto,  1 140 

That  nolde  ban   rewed  on  hir   peynes 

smerte. 

164.  Bnt  whan  hir  woinl  wery  gostes 
twejme 

Betomed  been  ther-as  hem  onghte  dwelle, 
And  that  som-what  to  wayken  gan  the 

peyne 
By  lengthe  of  pleynte,  and  ebben  gan  the 

welle  1 1 45 

Of  hire  teres,  and  the  herte  nnswelle. 
With  broken  voys,  al  hoors  for-shright, 

Criseyde 
To  Troilus  thise  ilke  wordes  s^de : 


165.  *0  Jove,  I  deye,  and  mercy  I  be- 
seche  ! 

Help,  Troilos ! '  and  ther-with-al  hir  face 
Upon    his    brest    she    Icyde,   and    loste 

speche ;  1151 

Hir  woful  spirit  from  his  propre  place, 
Right  with  the  word,  alwey  np  poynt  to 

pace. 
And  thus  she  lyth  with  hewes  pale  and 

grene. 
That  whylom  fresh  and  fairest  was  to 

sene.  1155 

166.  This  Troilos,  thai  on  hir  gan  biholde, 
Clepinge  hir  name,  (and  she  lay  as  for 

deed, 
With-onte  answere,  and  felte  hir  limes 

colde, 
Hir  eyen  throwen  upward  to  hir  heed). 
This  Borwful  man  can  now  noon  other 

rood,  I 160 

But  ofte  tyme  hir  oolde  mouth  he  kiste ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  god  and  him- self  it 

wiste ! 

167.  He  rist  him  up,  and  long  streight  ho 
hir  leyde ; 

For  signe  of  lyf,  for  ought  he  can  or 
may. 

Can  he  noon  finde  in  no-thing  on  Cri- 
seyde, 1165 

For  which  his  song  ful  ofte  is  *  weylaway ! ' 

Bnt  whan  he  saugh  that  specholes  she 

lay, 
With  sorwAil  voys,  and  herte  of  blisso  al 

bare. 
He  seyde  how  she  was  fro  this  world 
y-fare! 

168.  So  after  that  he  longo  hadde  hir 
complejmed,  1170 

His  hondes  wrong,  and  seyde  that  was  to 

seye. 
And  with  his  teres  salte  hir  brest  bi- 

reyned, 
He  gan  tho  teres  wyjien  of  ful  dreye, 
And  pitously  gan  for  the  soule  preye, 
And  seyde,  '  O  lord,  that  set  art  in  thy 

trone,  ii75 

Bewe  eek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwe  hir 

sone  I' 
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168.  She  cold  was  and  with-oaten  sente- 

ment, 
For  aught  he  woot,  for  breeth  ne  felte  he 

noon ; 
And  this  was  him  a  preignant  argoment 
That  she  was  forth  out  of  this  world 

agoon ;  1180 

And  whan  he  seigh  ther  was  non  other 

woon, 
He  gan  hir  limes  drease  in  swich  manere 
As  men  don  hem  that  shul  be  leyd  on  here. 

170.  And  after  this,  with  steme  and  cruel 
herte, 

His  swerd  a-noon  out  of  his  shethe  he 

twighte,  1 185 

Him-seli'  to  sleen,  how  sore   that   him 

smerte, 
So  that  his  sowle  hir  sowle  folwen  mighte, 
Ther-as  the  doom  of  Mynos  wolde  it  dighte ; 
Sin  love  and  cruel  Fortune  it  ne  wolde, 
That  in  this  world  he  longer  liven  sholde. 

171.  Thanne  seyde  he   thus,  folfild  of 
heigh  desdayn,  1191 

*  O  cruel  Jove,  and  thou,  Fortune  adverse, 
This  al  and  som,  that  falsly  have   ye 

slajm 
Criseyde,  and  sin  ye  may  do  me  no  werse, 
Fy  on  your  might  and  werkes    so  di- 
verse !  1 195 
Thus  cowardly  ye  shul  me  never  winne  ; 
Ther  shal  no  deeth  me  fVo  my  lady  twinne. 

172.  For  I  this  world,  sin  ye  han  alayn  hir 
thus,         • 

Wol  lete,  and  folowe  hir  spirit  loweor  hye; 
Shal  never  lover  seyn  that  Troilus      1200 
Dar  not,  for  fere,  with  his  lady  dye ; 
For  certeyn,  I  wol  here  hir  companye. 
But  sin  ye  wol  not  suffine  us  liven  here, 
Tet  suffreth  that  our  soules  ben  y-fere. 

173.  And  thou,  citee,  whiche  that  I  leve 
in  wo,  1205 

And  thou,  Pryam,  and  bretheren  al  y-fere. 
And  thou,  my  moder,  farewel  I  for  I  go  ; 
And  Attropos,  make  redy  thou  my  here  1 
And  tiiou,  Criseyde,  o  swete  herte  dere, 
Beoejrve  now  my  spirit !'  wolde  he  seye. 
With  swerd  at  herte,  al  redy  for  to  deye. 


174.  But  as  god  wolde,  of  swough  ther- 
with  she  abreyde,  laia 

And  gan  to  syke,  and  *  Troilus '  she  cxyde ; 
And  he  answerde,  *  lady  myn  Criseyde, 
Live  ye  yet?*  and  leet  his  swerd  doun 
glyde.  1 2 15 

*  Ye,  herte  myn,  that  thanked  be  Cupyde  V 
Quod  she,  and  ther^with-al  she  sore  sighte ; 
And  he  bigan  to  glade  hir  as  he  mighte  ; 

175.  Took  hir  in  armes  two,  and  kiste  hir 
ofte, 

And  hir  to  glade  he  dide  al  his  entente ; 
For  which  hir  goost,  that   flikered  ay 
on-lofbe,  1221 

In-to  hir  woftil  herte  ayein  it  wente. 
But  at  the  laste,  as  that  hir  eyen  glente 
A-syde,  anoon  she  gan  his  swerd  aspye. 
As  it  lay  bare,  and  gan  for  fere  crye,  1225 

176.  And  asked  him,  why  he  it  hadde 
out-drawe  ? 

And  Troilus  anoon  the  cause  hir  tolde, 
And  how   himself  ther-with  he  wolde 

have  slawe. 
For  which  Criseyde  up-on  him  gan  bi- 

holde, 
And  gan  him  in  hir  armes  faste  folde,  1230 
And  seyde,  *0  mercy,  god,  lo,  which  a 

dede  ! 
Alias !  how  neigh  we  were  bothe  dede  I 

177.  Thanne  if  I  ne  hadde  spoken,  as 
grace  was. 

Ye  wolde  han  slayn  your-self  anoon?' 
quod  she. 

*  Ye,  douteless ; '  and  she  answerde,  *  alias ! 
For,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  made  me,  1236 
I  nolde  a  forlong  wey  on-lyve  han  be, 
After  your  deeth,  to  han  be  crowned  quene 
Of  al  the  lond  the  Sonne  on  shyneth  shene. 

17a  But  with  this  selve  swerd,  which 
that  here  ia,  1240 

My-selve  I  wolde  have  slayn  !*— quod  she 
tho ; 

*  But  ho,  for  we  han  right  y-now  of  this. 
And  late  us  xyse  and  straight  to  bedde  go, 
And  therfi  lat  vs  speken  of  our  wa 

For,  by  the  morter  which   that  I  see 

brenne,  1345 

Knowe  I  ful  wel  that  day  is  not  fer  heime.' 
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179.  Whan  they. were  in  hir  bedde,  in 
armee  folde, 

Nought  was  it  lyk  tho  nightes  here-bifom ; 
For  pitonsly  edi  other  gan  Inholde,  1249 
As  they  that  hadden  al  hir  blisse  y-lom, 
Bi  way  linge  ay  the  day  that  they  were  bom. 
Til  at  the  last  this  sorw^  wight  Criseyde 
To  Troilns  these  ilke  wordes  seyde  :— 

180.  *Lo,  herte  myn,  wel  wot  ye  this/ 
quod  she,  .1354 

'  That  if  a  wight  alwey  his  wo  complejrne, 
And  seketh  nought  how  holpen  for  to  be, 
It  nis  but  folye  and  encrees  of  pejrne  ; 
And  sin  that  here  assembled  be  we  tweyne 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne, 
It  were  al  tyme  sone  to  biginne.  2260 

181.  I  am  a  womman,  as  ful  wel  ye  woot, 
And  as  I  am  avysed  sodeynly, 

So  wol  I  telle  yow,  whyl  it  is  hoot. 
Me  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  ye  nor  I 
Oughte  half  this  wo  to  make  skilftdly.  1265 
For  there  is  art  y-now  for  to  redresse 
That  yet  is  mis,  and  sleen  this  hevinesse. 

182.  Sooth  is,  the  wo,  the  whiche  that  we 
ben  inne, 

For  ought  I  woot,  for  no-thing  elles  is 
But  for  the  cause  that  we  sholden  twinne. 
Considered  al,  ther  nis  no-more  amis.  1271 
But  what  is  thanne  a  remede  un-to  this, 
But  that  we  shape  us  sone  for  to  mete  ? 
This  al  and  som,  my  dere  herte  swete. 

183.  Now  that  I  shal  wel    bringen  it 
aboute  1275 

To  come  ayein,  sone  after  that  I  go, 
Ther-of  am  I  no  maner  thing  in  doute. 
For  dredeles,  with-inne  a  wouke  or  two, 
I  shal  ben  here ;  and,  that  it  may  be  so 
By  alle  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,    laSo 
I  shal  yow  wel  an  heep  of  weyes  shewe. 

184.  For  which  I  wol  not  make  long 
sermoun. 

For  tyme  y-lost  may  not  recovered  be  ; 
But  I  wol  gon  to  my  conolusioun,        1284 
And  to  the  beste,  in  ought  that  I  can  see. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  for-yeve  it  me 
If  I  speke  ought  ayein  your  hertes  reste ; 
For  trewely,  I  speke  it  for  the  beste ; 


185.  Makinge  alwey  a  protestacioun, 
That  now  these  wordes,  whiche  that  I  shal 

seye,  1290 

Nis  but  to  shewe  yow  my  mocioun, 
To  finde  un-to  our  helpe  the  beste  weye ; 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wyse,  I  preye. 
For  in  effect  whatHSo  ye  me  comaunde. 
That  wol  I  doon,  for  that  is  no  demaunde. 

186.  Now  herkeneth  this,  ye  han  wel 
understonde,  1296 

My  going  graunted  is  by  parlement 
So  ferforth,  that  it  may  not  be  with-stonde 
For  al  this  world,  as  by  my  jugement. 
And  sin  therhelpeth  noon  avysement  1500 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde ; 
And  lat  us  shape  a  bettre  wey  to  finde. 

187.  The  sothe  is,  that  the  twinninge  of 
us  tweyne 

Wol  us  disese  and  oruelliohe  anoye. 
But  him  bihoveth  som-tyme  han  a  peyne. 
That  serveth  love,  if  that  he  wol  have 
joye.  1306 

And  sin  I  shal  no  ferthere  out  of  Troye 
Than  I  may  ryde  ayein  on  half  a  morwi^ 
It  oughte  lasse  causen  us  to  sorwe.* 

188.  So  as  I  shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  muwe, 
That  day  by  day,  myn  owene  herte  dere, 
Sin  wel  ye  woot  that  it  is  now  a  truwe. 
Ye  shul  iul  wel  al  myn  estat  y-here.    1313 
And  er  that  truwe  is  doon,  I  shal  ben  here. 
And  thanne  have  ye  bothe  Antenor  y- 

wonne 
And  me  also ;  beth  glad  now,  if  ye  oonne; 

169.  And  thenk  right  thus,  "  Criseyde  is 

now  agoon,  13 17 

But  what !  she  shal  come  hastely  ayeyn ; " 

And  whanne,  alias?    by  god,  lo,  right 

anoon, 
£r  dayes  ten,  this  dar  I  saufly  seyn.    1320 
And  thanne  at  erste  shul  we  beenso  fayn. 
So  as  we  shulle  to-gederes  ever  dwelle, 
That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  our  blisse 
teUe. 

190.  I  see  that  ofbe,  ther-as  we  ben  now, 
That  for  the  beste,  our  conseil  for  to  hyde, 
Ye  speke  not  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  1326 
In  fonrtenight  j  ne  see  yow  go  ne  ryde. 
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May  ye  not  ten  dayes  thanne  abyde, 
For  myn  honoar,  in  Bwidi  an  aventnre  ? 
Y-wis,  ye  mowen  elles  lyte  endure !     1330 

191.  Ye  knowe  eek  how  that  al  my  kin  is 
hero, 

Bnt-if  that  onliche  it  my  fader  be ; 
And  eek  myn  othere  thmges  alle  y-fere^ 
And  nameliche,  my  dere  herte,  ye^ 
Whom  that  I  nolde  leven  for  to  see    1335 
For  al  this  world,  as  wyd  as  it  hath  space ; 
Or  elles,  see  ich  never  Joves  &oe  ! 

192.  "Why  trowe  ye  my  fader  in  this  wyse 
Coveiteth  so  to  see  me,  but  for  drede  1339 
Lest  in  this  toun  that  folkes  me  dispyse 
By-canse  of  him,  for  his  nnhappy  dede  ? 
What  woot  my  fader  what  lyf  that  I  lede  ? 
For  if  he  wiste  in  Troye  how  wel  I  fare, 
Us  neded  for  my  wending  nonght  to  care. 

198.  Ye  seen  that  every  day  eek,  more 
and  more,  1345 

Men  trete  of  pees ;  and  it  supposed  is, 
That  men  the  qnene  Eleyne  shal  restore. 
And  Grekes  us  restore  that  is  mis. 
80  though  ther  nere  comfort  noon  but 
this,  1349 

That  men  purposen  pees  on  eyeiy  syde, 
Ye  may  the  bettre  at  ese  of  herte  abyde. 

194.  For  if  that  it  be  pees,  myn  herte 
dere. 

The  nature  of  the  pees  mot  nodes  dryve 
That  men  moete  entrecomunen  y-fere, 
And  to  and  fro  eek  ryde  and  gon  as  blyye 
Alday  as  thikke  as  been  flen  irom  an 
hyve;  1356 

And  every  wight  ban  libertee  to  bleve 
Wher-as  him  list  the  bet,  with<outen  leve. 

195.  And  though  BO  be  that  pees  ther  may 
be  noon. 

Yet  hider,  though  ther  never  pees  ne 
were,  1360 

I  moste  come  ;  for  whider  sholde  I  goon. 
Or  how  mischaunce  sholde  I  dwelle  there 
Among  tho  men  of  armes  ever  in  fere  ? 
For  which,  as  wisly  god  my  soule  rede, 
I  can  not  seen  wher-of  ye  sholden  drede. 

196.  Have  here  another  wey,  if  it  so  be 
That  al  this  thing  ne  may  yow  not  sufiyse. 


My  fader,  as  ye  knowen  wel,  pardee, 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  ftd  of  coveityse. 

And  I  right  now  have  founden  al  the 

With-oute  net,  wher-with    I    shal  him 

hente ; 
And  herkeneth   how,   if  that  ye   wole 

assente. 

197..  Lo,  Troilus,  men  seyn  that  hard  it  is 
The  wolf  ful,  and  the  wether  hool  to  have ; 
This  is  ta  seyn,  that  men  tai  ofte,  y-wis, 
Mot  spenden  part,  the  remenaunt  for  to 

savew  1376 

For  ay  with  gold  men  may  the  herto 

grave 
Of  him  that  set  is  up-on  coveityse  ; 
And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  yow  devyse. 

198.  The  moeble  which  that  I  have  in 
this  toun  1380 

Un-to  my  fader  shal  I  tcike,  and  seye, 
That  right  for  trust  and  for  savacioun 
It  sent  is  fi^m  a  freend  of  his  or  tweye. 
The  whiohe  freendes  ferventliche  him 

preye 
To  senden  after  more,  and  that  in  hye, 
Whyl  that  this  toun  stant  thus  in  ju- 

partye.  1386 

199.  And    that    shal    been    an    huge 
quantiteoy 

Thus  shal  I  seyn,  but,  lest  it  folk  aspyde, 
This  may  be  sent  by  no  wight  but  by  me ; 
I  shal  eek  shewen  him,  if  pees  bityde,  1390 
What  frendes  that  ich  have  on  every  syde 
Toward  the  court,  to  doon  the  wrathe 

pace 
Of  Priamus,  and  doon  him  stonde  in 

grace. 

IKK).  So,  what  for  o  thing  and  for  other, 

swete, 
I  shal  him  so  enchaunten  with  my  sawes, 
That  right  in  hevene  his  sowle  is,  shal  he 

mete !  1396 

For  al  Appollo,  or  his  olerkes  lawes. 
Or    calculinge    avayleth    nought   three 

hawes ; 
Dei^  of  gold  shal  so  his  sowle  blende. 
That,  as  me  lyst,  I  shal  wel  make  an 

ende.  1400 
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201.  And  if  he  wolde  ought  by  his  sort  it 
preve 

If  that  I  lye,  in  certayn  I  shal  fonde 
Distorben  him,  and  plokke  him  by  the 

sieve, 
Makinge  his  sort,  and  beren    him    on 

honde, 
He  hath  not  wel  the  goddes  nndoTstonde. 
For  g^des  speken  in  amphibologyes,  1406 
And,  for  a  sooth,  they  tellen  twenty  lyes. 

202.  Eek  drede  fond  first  goddes,  I  sup- 

Thus  shal  I  seyn,  and  that  his  coward 

herte 
Made  him  amis  the  goddes  text  to  gloso, 
Whan  he  for  ferde  out  of  his  Delphos 

sterte.  141 1 

And  bnt  I  make  him  sone  to  converte, 
And  doon  my  reed  with-inne  a  day  or 

tweye, 
I  wol  to  yow  oblige  me  to  deye.' 

208.  And  treweliohe,  as  writen  wel  I  finde, 
That  al  this  thing  was  seyd  of  good  en- 
tente ;  1416 
And  that  hir  herte  trewe  was  and  kinde 
Towardes  him,  and  spak  right  as  she 

mente, 
And  that  she  starf  for  wo  neigh,  whan 

she  wente, 
And  was  in  pnrpos  ever  to  be  trewe  ;  1420 
Thus  writen   they  that    of   hir  werkes 
knewe. 

204.  This  Troilus,  with  herte  and  eres 
spradde, 

Herde  al  this  thing  devs^sen  to  and  fro ; 
And  verraylich  him  somed  that  he  hadde 
The  selve  wit ;  but  yet  to  lete  hir  go  1425 
His  herte  misforyaf  him  over-mo. 
Bnt  fynally,  he  gan  his  herte  wreste 
To  trusten  hir,  and  took  it  for  the  beste. 

205.  For  which  the  grete  furie  of  his 
penaunce 

Was  queynt  with  hope,  and  ther-with 
hem  bitwene  1430 

Bigan  for  joye  the  amorouse  daunoe. 

And  as  the  briddes,  whan  the  sonne  is 
shene, 

Delyten  in  hir  song  in  leves  grene, 


Bight  so  the  wordes   that    they  spake 

y-fere 
Delyted  hem,  and  made  hir  hertes  clere. 

206.  But  natheles,  the  wending  of  Cri- 
seyde,  14.%^ 

For  al  this  world,  may  nought  out  of  his 

minde  ; 
For  which  ftil  ofte  he  pitously  hir  preyde, 
That  of  hir  heste  he  might  hir  trewe 

finde.  1439 

And  seyde  hir,  *  certes,  if  ye  be  unkinde. 
And  but  ye  come  at  day  set  in-to  Troye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  have  hele,  honour,  no 

joye. 

207.  For  al-so  sooth  as  sonne  up-rist  on 
morwe, 

And,    god !     so    wisly  thou    me,    woful 
wrecche,  1444 

To  reste  bringe  out  of  this  cruel  sorwe, 
I  wol  my-selven  slee  if  that  ye  drecche. 
But  of  my  deeth  though  litel  be  to  recche, 
Yet,  er  that  ye  me  cause  so  to  smerte, 
Dwel  rather  here,  myn  owene  swete  herte ! 

208.  For  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere, 
Tho  sleightes  yet  that  I  have  herd  yow 

stere  1451 

Ful  shaply  been  to  failen  alle  y-fere. 
For  thus  men  seyn,  *'  that  oon  thenketh 

the  here, 
Bnt  al  another  thenketh  his  ledere.** 
Your  sire  is  wys,  and  seyd  is,  out  of  drede, 
"  Men  may  the  wyse  at-renne,  and  not  at- 

rede."  1456 

209.  It  is  fal  hard  to  halten  unespyed 
Bifore  a  crepul,  for  he  can  the  craft ; 
Your  fader  is  in  sleighte  as  Argus  y6d ; 
For  al  be  that  his  moeble  is  him  biraft, 
His  olde  sleighte  is  yet  so  with  him  laft, 
Ye  shal  not  blende  him  for  your  woman - 

hede,  146J 

Ne  feyne  a-right,  and  that  is  al  my  drede. 

210.  I  noot  if  pees  shal  ever-mo  bityde  ; 
But,  pees  or  no,  for  emest  ne  for  game, 
I  woot,  sin  Calkas  on  the  Grekes  syde 
Hath  ones  been,  and  lost  so  foule  his 

name,  1467 
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He  dar  no  more  come  here  ayein  for 

shame; 
For  which  that  weye,  for  ought  I  can 

espye, 
To  tmsten  on,  niB  hat  a  fantaaye.        1470 

211.  Ye  shal  eek  seen,  your  fader  shal 
yow  glose 

To  hocn  a  wyf,  and  as  he  can  wel  preche, 
fie  shal  9om  Greek  so  preyse  and  vel 

alose, 
That  ravisshen  he  shal  yow  with    his 

speche,  1474 

Or  do  yow  doon  hy  force  as  he  shal  teche. 
And  Troilns,  of  whom  ye  nil  han  ronthe, 
Shal  causeles  so  sterven  in  his  trouthe  ! 

212.  And  over  al  this,  yoor  fader  shal 
despyse 

Us  alle,  and  seyn  this  citee  nis  hut  lorn ; 
And  that  th'assege  never  shal  aryse,  1480 
For-why  the  Grokes  han  it  alle  sworn 
Til  we  be  slayn,  and  donn  our  walles  torn. 
And  thus  he  shal  you  with  his  wordes 

fere, 
That  ay  drede  I,  that  ye  wol  bleve  there. 

213.  Ye  shul  eek  seen  so  many  a  lusty 
knight  1485 

A-mong  the  Grekes,  fnl  of  worthinesse, 
And  eche  of  hem  with  herte,  wit,  and 

might 
To  plesen  yow  don  al  his  besinesse, 
That  ye  shul  dullen  of  the  rudenesse 
Of  us  sely  Trojanes,  but-if  routhe        1490 
Bemorde  yow,  or  vertue  of  your  trouthe. 

214.  And  this  to  me  so  grevous  is  to 
thinke, 

That  fro  my  brest  it  wol  my  soule  rende ; 
Ke  dredeles,  in  me  ther  may  not  sinke 
A  good  opinioun,  if  that  ye  wende ;    1495 
For-why  your  faderes   sleighte  wol    us 

shende. 
And  if  ye  goon,  as  I  have  told  yow  yore. 
So  thenk  I  nam  but  dood,  with-oute  more. 

216.  For  which,  with  humblo,  trewe,  and 
pitous  herte,  1499 

A  thousand  tymes  mercy  I  yow  preye  ; 
So  reweth  on  myn  aspre  peynes  smorte, 


And  doth  somwhat,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

seye, 
And  lat  us  stele  away  bitwixe  us  tweye  ; 
And  thenk  that  folye  is,  whan  man  may 

chese,  1504 

For  accident  his  subetaunce  ay  to  lese. 

216.  I  mene  this,  that  sin  we  mowe  er 
day 

Wel  stele  away,  and  been  to-gider  so, 
What  wit  were  it  to  putten  in  assay, 
In  cas  ye  sholden  to  your  fader  go. 
If  that  ye  mighte  come  ayein  or  no  ?  1510 
Thus  mene  I,  that  it  were  a  gret  folye 
To  putte  that  sikemesse  in  jupartye. 

217.  And  vulgarly  to  speken  of  substaunce 
Of  tresour,  may  we  bothe  with  us  lede 
Y-nough  to  live  in  honour  and  plesauncc, 
Til  in-to  tyme  that  we  «hul  ben  dede  ; 
And    thus   we    may   eschewen    al    this 

drede. 
For  everich  other  wey  ye  can  rocorde. 
Myn    herte,  y-wis,  may  not    ther-with 

acorde.  1519 

218.  And  hardily,  ne  dredeth  no  poverte, 
For  I  have  kin  and  freendes  elles-where 
That,  though  we  comen  in  our  bare  sherte, 
Us  sholde  neither  lakke  gold  ne  gcre, 
But  been  honoured  whyl    we    dwelten 

there.  1524 

And  go  we  anoon,  for,  as  in  myn  entente, 
This  is  the  beste,  if  that  ye  wole  assente.' 

219.  Criseyde,  \rith  a  syk,  right  in  this 
wyse  1527 

Answorde,  *  y-wis,  my  dere  herte  trewe, 
We  may  wel  stele  away,  as  ye  devyse, 
And  finde  swiche  unthrifty  weyes  newe ; 
But  afterward,  ful  sore  it  wol  us  rewe. 
And  help  me  god  so  at  my  moste  nede 
As  causeles  yo  suffren  al  this  drede ! 

220.  For  thllke  day  that  I  for  oherisshinge 
Or  drede  of  fader,  or  of  other  wight,  1535 
Or  for  cstat,  delyt,  or  for  weddingo 

Be  fals  to  yow,  my  Troilus,  my  knight, 
Satumes  doughtor,  Juno,  thorugh  hir 

might. 
As  wood  as  Athamante  do  me  dwelle 
Etomaly  m  Stix,  the  put  of  helle !     1540 
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221.  And  this  on  dveiy  god  celestial 

I  gwere  it  yo-w,  and  eek  on  eche  goddesse, 
On  every  Nymphe  ftnd  deite  infernal. 
On  Satiiy  And  Fauny  more  And  lease, 
That  halve  goddes  been  of  wildemesse ; 
And  AttropoeT  my  threed  of  lyf  to-breste 
If  I  be  falfl }  now  trowe  me  if  thow  leste  I 

222.  And  thoa,  Simoys,  that  as  an  arwe 
dere  1548 

Thomgh  IVoye  rennest  ay  downward  ta 

the  see, 
Ber  witncsse  of  this  word  that  seyd  is 

here,  1550 

That  thilke  day  that  ioh  nntrewe  be 
To  Troilns,  myn  owene  herte  free, 
That  thoa  retome  bakwarde  to  thy  welle, 
And  I  with  body  and  soole  sinke  in  helle ! 

228.  Bat  that  ye  speke,  awey  thus  for 

to  go  »5S5 

And  leten  alle  yoor  fineendes,  god  for- 

bede, 
For  any  womman,  that  ye  sholden  so. 
And  namely,  sin  Troye  hath* now  swioh 

nede 
Of  help  ;  and  eek  of  o  thing  taketh  hede, 
If  this  were  wist,  my  lif  laye  in  balaunce. 
And  your  honour ;  god  shilde  ns  fro  mis- 

channoe !  1561 

224.  And  if  00  be  that  pees  her-affcer  take, 
As  alday  happeth,  afber  anger,  game, 
Why,  lord  I  the  sorwe  and  wo  ye  wolden 

make,  1564 

That  ye  ne  dorste  come  ayein  for  shame  ! 
And  er  that  ye  japarten  so  your  name, 
Beth  nought  to  hasty  in  this  bote  fare ; 
For  hasty  man  ne  wanteth  never  care. 

225.  What  trowe  ye  the  peple  eek  al 
aboute  1569 

Wolde  of  it  seye  ?  It  itf  ful  light  to  arede. 
They  wolden  seye,  and  swere  it,  out  of 

donte, 
That  love  ne  droof  yow  nocight  to  doon 

thisdede, 
But  lost  volnptnoos  and  coward  drede. 
Thus  were  al  lost,  y-wis,  myn  herte  dere. 
Your  honour,  which  that  now  shyneth  so 

clere.  1575 


226.  And  also  thenketh  on  myn  honestee, 
That  floureth  yet,  how  foule  I  sholde  it 

shende, 
And  with  what  filthe  it  spotted  sholde  be. 
If  in  this  forme  I  sholde  with  yow  wende. 
Ne  though  I  livedo  un-to  the  worldes 

ende,  1580 

My    name    sholde    I   never   ayeinward 

winne ; 
Thus  were  I  lost,  and  that  were  routhe 

and  sinne. 

227.  And  for-thy  slee  with  reson  al  this 
hete; 

Men  seyn,  "the  suffraunt  overoometh,'* 

pardeo; 
Eek  "  who-so  wol  han  leef,  he  leef  mot 

lete;"  1585 

Thus  maketh  vertue  of  necessitee 
By  pacience,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  he 
Of  fortune  ay,  that  nought  wol  of  hir 

recche ; 
And  she  ne  daunteth  no  wight  but  a 

wreoche. 

228.  And  tmsteth  this,  that  certes,  herte 
swete,  1590 

Er  Phebus  suster,  Luoina  the  shene, 
The  Leoun  passe  out  of  this  Ariete, 
I  wol  ben  here,  with-outen  any  wene. 
I  mene,  a»  helpe  me  Juno,  hevenes  quene, 
The  tenthe  day,  but-if  that  deeth  me 

assayle,  >595 

I  wol  yow  seea^  with-outen  any  f^yle.' 

229.  '  And  now,  so  this  be  sooth,'  quod 
Troilus, 

'  I  shal  wel  suffice  un-to  the  tenthe  day. 
Sin  that  I  see  that  nede  it  moot  be  thus. 
But,  for  the  love  of  god,  if  it  be  may,  1600 
So  lat  us  stele  prively  away ; 
Sor  ever  in  oon,  as  for  to  live  in  reste, 
Myn  herte  seyth  that  it  wol  been  the 
beste.' 

280.  *0  mercy,  god,  what  lyf  is  this?' 
quod  she ;  1604 

*  Alias,  ye  slee  me  thus  for  verray  tene ! 
I  see  wel  now  that  ye  mistrusten  me ; 
For  by  your  wordes  it  is  wel  y-sene. 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Qynthia  the  shene, 
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Mistmst  me  not  thns  oaiueleS|  for  routhe ; 

Sin  to  be  trewe  I  have  3row  plight  my 

troathe.  1610 

281.  And  thenketh  wel,  that  8om  tyme  it 
is  wit 

To  spende  a  tyme,  a  tyme  for  to  winne ; 
Ke,  Pardee,  lorn  am  I  nought  fro  yow  yit, 
Though    that   we    been    a    day  or  two 

a-twinne. 
Dryf  oat  the  fanta^esyow  with-inne ;  1615 
And  trusteth  me,  and  leyeth  eek  your 

Borwe, 
Or  here  my  troathe,  I  wol  not  live  til 

morwe. 

282.  For  if  ye  wiste  how  8ore  it  doth  me 
smerte. 

Ye  woldo  cesse  of  this  ;  for  god,    thoa 

wost, 
The  pore  spirit  wepeth  in  mynherte,  1620 
To  see  yow  wepen  that  I  love  most, 
And  that  I  moot  gon  to  the  Grekes  ost. 
Ye,  nere  it  that  I  wiste  remedye 
To  come  ayein,  right  here  I  wolde  dye ! 

288.  Bat  certes,  I  am  not  so  nyce  a  wight 
That  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  way  1626 

To  come  ayein  that  day  that  I  have  hight. 
For  who  may  holde  thing  that  wol  a-way  ? 
My  fader  nooght,  for  al  his  qnoynte  pley. 
And  by  my  thrift,  my  wending  oat  of 
Troye  1630 

Another  day  shal  tome  as  alle  to  joye. 

284.  For-thy,  with  al  myn  herte  I  yow 
beseke. 

If  that  yow  list  don  ooght  for  my  preyere. 
And  for  the  love  which  that  I  love  yow 

eke, 
That  er  that  I  departe  ftx>  yow  here,    1635 
That  of  so  good  a  comfort  and  a  chere 
I  may  yoa  seen,  that  ye  may  bringe  at 

reste 
Myn  herte,  which  that  is  at  point  to 

breste. 

285.  And  over  al  this,  I  pray  yow,'  qaod 
she  tho,  1639 

*  Myn  owene  hertes  ■oothfast  soffisaonce, 
Sin  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  with-outen  mo. 
That  whyl  that  I  am  absent,  no  plesannce 


Of  othere  do  me  tro  yoar  remembrannce. 
For  I  am  ever  a-gast,  for-why  men  rede, 
That  "  love  is  thing  ay  fol  of  bisy  drede." 

286.  For  in  this  world  ther  liveth  lady 
noon,  1646 

If  that  ye  were  antrewe,  as  god  defende ! 
That  80  bitrasrsed  were  or  wo  bigoon 
As  I,  that  alle  troathe  in  yow  entende. 
And  donteles,  if  that  ich  other  wende, 
I  nere  bat  deed  ;  and  er  ye  caase  finde. 
For  goddes  love,   so  beth   me  not    an- 
kinde.' 

287.  To  this  answerde  Troilas  and  seyde, 
'Now  god,  to  whom  ther  nis  no  caase 

y-wrye,  1654 

Me  glade,  as  wis  I  never  an-to  Criseyde, 
Sin  thilke  day  I  saw  hir  first  with  yd, 
Was  fals,  ne  never  shal  til  that  I  dye. 
At  shorte  wordes,  wel  ye  may  me  leve  ; 
I  can  no  more,  it  shal  be  foande  at  preve.' 

238.  '  Oraunt  mercy,  goode  myn,  y-wis,' 
qaod  she,  i66u 

'  And  blisful  Yenas  lat  me  never  storve 

Er  I  may  stonde  of  plesannce  in  degree 

To  qayte  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve; 

And  whyl  that  god  my  wit  wol  me  con- 
serve, 

I  shal  so  doon,  so  trewo  I  have  yow 
foande,  1665 

That  ay  honour  to  me-ward  shal  reboande. 

289.  For  trasteth  wel,  that  yoar  estat 

royal 
Ne  veyn  delyt,  nor  only  worthinesse 
Of  yow  in  werre,  or  tomey  marcial,  1669 
Ne  pompe,  array,  nobley,  or  eek  richessoi 
Ne  made  me  to  rewe  on  yoar  distresse ; 
Bat  moral  vertae,  groanded  apon  troathe, 
That  was  the  caase  I  first  hadde  on  yow 

roathe ! 

240.  Eek  gen  til  herte  and  manhod  that  ye 

hadde, 
And  that  jre  hadde,  as  me  thooghte,  in 

despyt  1675 

Every  thing  that  soaned  in-to  badde, 
As  radenesse  and  poeplish  appe^ ; 
And  that  yoar  reson  brydled  your  delyt, 
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This  zna4e,  aboven  every  creature, 
That  I  was  your,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure.  1680 

241.  And  this  may  lengthe  of  yeres  not 
for-do, 

Ne  remnable  fortune  deface ; 
Bat  Juppiter,  that  of  his  might  may  do 
The  Borwfol  to  be  glad,  so  yeve  ns  grace, 
£r  nightes  ten,  to  meten  in  this  place, 
So  that  it  may  yoor  herte  and  myn  snf- 
fyse;  1686 

And  fareth  now  wel,  for  tyme  is  that  ye 
•  ryse.' 

242.  And  after  that  they  longe  y-pleyned 
hadde, 

And  ofte  y-kist  and  streite  in  armes  folde, 

The    day   gan    ryse,    and    Troilns    him 

cladde,  1690 


And  rewfnlliche  his  lady  gan  biholde, 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  oolde. 
And  to  hir  grace  he  gan  him  reoomannde ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  this  holde  I  no  de- 
maunde.  ^^9^ 

248.  For  mannes  heed  imaginen  ne  can, 
Ke    entendement   oonsidere,    ne    tonge 

telle 
The  cmel  peynes  of  this  sorwftil  man, 
That    passen    every    torment    donn    in 

helle.  1698 

For  whan  he  sangh  that  she  ne  mighte 

dwelle. 
Which  that  his  sonle  ont  of  his  herte 

rente, 
With-onten  more,  ont  of  the  chaombre 

he  wente.  1701 

Explicit  Liber  Qnartna. 


BOOK  V. 


Indplt  Liber  Qnintus. 

1.  Aprochen  gan  the  fatal  destinee 
That  Joves  hath  in  disposicioun. 

And  to  yow,  angry  Parcas,  sostren  three, 
Committeth,  to  don  ezecnoioun  ; 
For  which  Criseyde  moste  ont    of  the 
tonn,  5 

And  Troilns  shal  dwelle  forth  in  p3me 
Til  Lachesis  his  threed  no  longer  twyne. — 

2.  The  golden-tressed  Fhebns  helghe  on- 

lofte 
ThryGs  hadde  alle  with  his  hemes  shene 
The  snowes  molte,and  Zephims  as  ofte  10 
T-bronght  ayein  the  tendre  leves  grene. 
Sin  that  the  sone  of  Ecnba  the  qnene 
Bigan  to  love  hir  first,  for  whom  his  sorwe 
Was  al,  that  she  departe  sholde  a*morwe. 

8.  Fnl  redy  waa  at  pryme  Dyomede,       15 
Criseyde  nn-to  the  Grekes  ost  to  lede, 
For  sorwe  of  which  she   felte  hir  herte 

blede, 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 
And  trewely,  as  men  in  bokes  rede, 


Men  wiste  never  womman  han  the  care,  ao 
Ne  was  so  looth  ont  of  a  tonn  to  fare. 

4.  This  Troilns,  with-onten  reed  or  lore, 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  eek  forlore. 
Was  waytinge  on  his  lady  ever-more 

As  she  that  was  the  soothfast  crop  and 
more  3$ 

Of  al  his  lust,  or  joyes  here-tofore. 

Bat  Troilns,  now  farewel  al  thy  joye, 

For  shaltow  never  seen  hir  eft  in 
Troye! 

5.  Soth  is,   that  whyl  he  bood  in  this 

manere, 
He  gan  his  wo  fal  manly  for  to  hyde,    30 
That  wcl  nnnethe  it  seen  was  in  his 

chore ; 
Bat  at  the  yate  ther  she  sholde  onte 

ryde 
With  oerteyn  folk,  be  hoved  hir  t'abyde, 
80  wo  bigoon,  al  wolde  he  nought  him 

pleyne, 
That  on  his  hors  nnnethe  he  sat   for 

peyne.  35 
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6.  For  ire  he  qnook,  lo  gan  his  herte 

gnawe, 
Whan  Diomede  on  horse  gan  him  dresse, 
And  seyde  nn-to  himHself  this  ilke  sawe, 
*  Alias,'  qnod  he,  *  thus  fonl  a  'wreoohed- 

nesse 
Why  snffre  ioh  it,  why  nil  ich  it  re- 

dresse  ?  40 

Were  it  not  bet  at  ones  for  to  dye 
Than  ever-more  in  langonr  thns  to  drye  ? 

7.  Why  nil  I  make  at  ones  riche  and 

pore 
To  have  y-nongh  to  done,  er  that  she  go  ? 
Why  nil  I  bringe  al  Troye  upon  a  rore  ?  45 
Why  nil  I  sleen  this  Diomede  also  ? 
Why  nil  I  rather  with  a  man  or  two 
Stele  hir  a-way  ?   Why  wol  I  this  endtire  P 
Why  nil  I  helpen  to  myn  owene  core  ? ' 

8.  Bat  why  he  nolde  doon  so  fel  a  dede, 
That  shal  I  seyn,  and  why  him  liste  it 

spare:  51 

He  hadde  in  herte  alwey  a  maner  drede. 
Lest  that  Criseyde,  in  rumour  of  this  fare, 
Sholde  han  ben  slayn ;  lo,  this  was  al  his 

care. 
And  elles,  oerteyn,  as  I  seyde  yore,         55 
He  hadde   it   doon,  with-onten  wordes 

more. 

9.  Criseyde,  whan  she  redy  was  to  lyde, 
Ful    sorwftilly    she    sighte,    and    seyde 

'allasl' 
But  forth  she  moot,  for  ought  that  may 

bityde, 
And  forth  she  rit  fVd  sorwfVilly  a  pas.    60 
Ther  nis  non  other  remedie  in  this  cas. 
What  wonder  is  though  that  hir  sore 

smerte. 
Whan  she  forgoth  hir  owene  swete  herte  ? 

10.  This  Troilus,  in  wyse  of  curteisye, 
With  hauke  on  bond,  and  with  an  huge 

route  65 

Of  knightes,  rood  and  dide  hir  oompanye, 
Passinge  al  the  valey  fer  with-oute. 
And  ferther   wolde    han  riden,  out  of 

doute, 
Ful  iayn,  and  wo  was  him  to  goon  so 

sone; 
But  tome  he  moste,  and  it  was  eek  to 

donei  70 


11.  And  right  with  that  was  Antonor 
y-come 

Out  of  the  Ghrekes  ost,  and  every  wight 
Was  of  it  glad,  and  seyde  he  was  wel- 
come. 
And  Troilus,  al  nere  his  herte  light. 
He  peyned  him  with  al  his  fulle  might  75 
Him  to  with-holde  of  wepinge  at   the 

leste. 
And  Antenor  he  kiste,  and  made  feste. 

12.  And  ther-with-al  he  moste  his  leve 
take, 

And  caste  his  eye  upon  hir  pitously, 
And  neer  he  rood,  his  cause  for  to  make, 
To  take  hir  by  the  honde  al  sobrely.       81 
And  lord  !  so  she  gan  wei>en  tendrely  I 
And  he  txd  softe  and  sleighly  gan  hir 

seye, 
*  Now  hold  your  day,  and  dooth  me  not  to 

deye.* 

13.  With  that   his   courser   tomed   he 
a-boute  85 

With  face  pale,  and  un-to  Diomede 
No  word  he  spak,  ne  noon  of  al  his  route ; 
Of  which  the  sone  of  Tydeus  took  hede, 
As  he  that  coude  more  than  the  orede 
In  swich  a  craft,  and  by  the  reyne  hir 
hente ;  90 

And  Troilus  to  Troye  homwarde  he  wente. 

14.  This  Diomede,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 
biydel, 

Whan  that  he  saw  the  folk  of  Troye 

aweye, 
Thoughte,  ^aif  my  labour  shal  not  been 

on  ydel, 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye.  95 
For  at  the  worste  it  may  yet  shorte  our 

wcyc 
I  have  herd  seyd,  eek  tjrmes  twySs  twelve, 
"He  is   a  fool  that  wol  for-yete  him- 

selve."» 

15.  But  natheles  this  thoughte  he  wel 
ynough, 

*That  certaynly  I  am  aboute  nought    100 
If  that  I  speke  of  love,  or  make  it  tough ; 
For  douteles,  if  she  have  in  hir  thought 
Him    that   I   gesse,    he   may  not  been 
y-bronght 

5 


300 


^rotfue  at{b  CviBtjpjbt. 


[BookV, 


So  sone  awey ;  but  I  shal  finde  a  mene, 
That  she  not  wite  as  yet  shal  what  I 
mene.*  105 

16.  This  Diomede,  as  he  that  conde  his 
good, 

Whan  this  was  doon,  gan  fallen  forth  in 

speohe 
Of  this  and  that,  and  asked  why  she 

stood 
In  swich  disese,  and  gan  hir  eek  biseche, 
That  if  that  he  encrese  mighte  or  eche  no 
With  any  thing  hir  ese,  that  she  sholde 
Comannde  it  him,  and  seyde  he  doon  it 

wolde. 

17.  For  trewely  he  swoor  hir,  as  a  knight, 
That   ther   nas   thing   with  whicho   he 

mighte  hir  plese, 
That  he  noldo  doon  his  peyne  and  al  his 

might  115 

To  doon  it,  for  to  doon  hir  herte  an  ese. 
And  preyede  hir,   she  wolde  hir  sorwe 

apese, 
And  seyde,  *y-wis,  wo  Grekes  con  have 

joye 
To  honouren  yow,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troye.' 

18.  He  seyde    eek    thos,   'I    wgot,  yow 
thinketh  strannge,  120 

No  wonder  is,  for  it  is  to  yow  newe, 
Th'aqneintaunce    of   these    Trojanes   to 

channge, 
For  folk  of  Qrece,  that  ye  never  knewe. 
Bat  wolde  never  god  bat-if  as  trewe 
A  Greek  jre  shnlde  among  ta  alle  finde  125 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  eek  as  kinde. 

19.  And  by  the  canse  I  swoor  yow  right, 
lo,  now, 

To  been  yonr  freend,  and  helply,  to  my 

might. 
And  for  that  more  acqueintannce  eek  of 

yow 
Have  ich  had  than  another  straonger 

wight,  130 

So  ftv  this  forth  I  pray  yow,  day  and 

night, 
Oomanndeth  me,  how  sore  that  me  smerte. 
To  doon  al  that  may  lyke  nn-to  your 

herte; 


20.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  your  brother 
trete. 

And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  despyt ; 
And  thongh  yonr  aorwes  be  for  thinges 

grete,  136 

Noot  I  not  why,  but  out  of  more  resp3rt, 
Myn  herte  hath  for  to  amende  it  greet 

delyt. 
And  if  I  may  yonr  harmes  not  redresse, 
I  am  light  sory  for  your  hevineese.       140 

21.  And    thongh    ye    Trojans    with    ns 
Grekes  wrothe 

Han  many  a  day  be,  alwey  yet,  pardee, 

0  god  of  love  in  sooth  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady  free, 
Whom  so  ye  hate,  as  both  not  wroth  with 

me.  145 

For  trewely,  ther    can    no  wight   yow 

serve. 
That  half  so  looth  yonr  wraththe  wolde 

deserve. 

22.  And  nere  it  that  we  been  so  neigh  the 
tente 

Of  Calkas,  which   that   seen   ns  bothe 
may, 

1  wolde  of  this  yow  telle  al  myn  entente ; 
But  this  enseled  til  another  day.  151 
Yeve  me  yonr  bond,  I  am,  and  shal  ben 

ay, 
God  help  me  so,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

dure, 
Your  owene  aboven  every  creature. 

23.  Thus  seyde  I  never  er  now  to  womman 
bom ;  155 

For  god  myn  herte  as  wisly  glade  so, 
I  lovede  never  womman  horo-bifom 
As  paramours,  ne  never  shal  no  mo. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  beth  not  my  fo ; 
Al  can  I  not  to  yow,  my  lady  dere,        160 
Compleyne  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lere. 

24.  And  wondreth  not,  myn  owene  lady 
bright, 

Thongh  that  I  speke  of  love  to  you  thus 

bljrve; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many  a  wight. 
Hath  loved   thing  he  never  saugh  his 

lyve.  i^ 

Eek  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  stryye 
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Ayens  the  god  of  love,  but  him  obeye 
I  wol  aXyrey,  and  xneicy  I  jow  preye. 

25.  Ther  been  so  worthy  knightes  in  this 
place,  169 

And  ye  so  fair,  that  everich  of  hem  alle 
Wol  peynen  him  to  stonden  in  your  graca 
Bat  mighte  me  so  fair  a  grace  falle, 
That  ye  me  for  your  servaunt  wolde  calle, 
80  lowly  ne  so  trewely  you  serve 
Nil  noon  of  hem,  as  I  shal,  til  I  sterve.'  175 

26.  Criseide  un-to  that  purpos  lyte  an- 
swerde, 

As  she  that  wai  with  sorwe  oppressed  so 
That,  in  effect,  she  nought  his  tales  herde, 
But  here  and  there,  now  here  a  word  or 

twa 
Hir  thoughte  hir   sorwiul    herte    brast 

a-two.  180 

For  whan  she  gan  hir  fader  fer  aspye, 
Wei  neigh  doun  of  hir  hors  she  gan  to 

sye. 

27.  But  natheles  she  thonked  Diomede 
Of  al  his  travaile,  and  his  goode  chere, 
And  that  him  liste  his  friendship  hir  to 

bede ;  185 

And  she  aocepteth  it  in  good  manere. 
And  wolde  do  fayn  that  is  him  leef  and 

dere; 
And  trusten  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

mighte. 
As  seyde  she,  and    from    hir  hors  she 

alighte. 

28.  Hir  fader  hath  hir  in  his  armes  nome, 
And  tweynty  tyme  he  kiste  his  doughter 

swete,  191 

And  seyde,  *  O  dere  doughter  myn,  wel- 
come 1  * 
She  seyde  eek,  she  was  fayn  with  him  to 

mete. 
And  stood  forth  mewet,  mild6,  and  man- 

suete. 
But  here  I  leve  hir  with  hir  fader  dwelle. 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Troilus  yow  telle.     196 

29.  To  Troye  is  come  this  wofVil  Troilus, 
Jn  sorwe  aboven  alle  sorwes  smerte. 
With  felon  look,  and  face  dispitous. 


Tho   sodeinly    doun    from   his  hors  he 

sterte,  200 

And  thorugh  his  paleys,  with  a  swollen 

herte, 
To  ohambre  he  wente ;  of  no-thing  took 

he  hede, 
Ne  noon  to  him  dar  speke  a  word  for 

drede. 

80.  And  there  his  sorwes  that  he  spared 
hadde 

He  yaf  an  issue  laige,  and  *deeth  ! '  he 
cryde ;  M5 

And  in  his  throwes  frenetyk  and  madde 
He  cursed  Jove,  AppoUo,  and  eek  Cupyde, 
He  cursed  Ceres,  Bacus,  and  Cipiyde, 
His  burthe,  him-self,  his  fate,  and  eek 

nature. 
And,  save  his  lady,  every  creature.        310 

81.  To  bedde  he  goth,  and  weyleth  there 
and  tometli 

In  furie,  as  dooth  he,  Ixion,  in  helle ; 
And  in  this  wyse  he  neigh  til  d^y  so- 

jometh. 
But  tho  bigan  his  herte  a  lyte  unswelle 
Thorugh  teres  which  that  gonnen  up  to 

welle ;  215 

And  pitously  he  cryde  up-on  Criseyde, 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  he  spak,  and 

seyde : — 

82.  *  Wher  is  myn  owene  lady  lief  and 
dere, 

Wher   is   hir  whyte   brest,   wher   is   it, 

where? 
Wher  been  hir  armes  and  hir  eyen  clero, 
That   yesternight   this    tyme    with    me 

were  ?  22 1 

Now  may  I  wepe  allone  many  a  tere. 
And  graspe  aboute  I  may,  but  in  this 

place. 
Save  a  pilowe,  I  finde  nought  t'enbrace. 

88.  How  shal  I  do  ?    Whan  shal  she  com 
ayeyn  ?  225 

I  noot,  alias  !  why  leet  ich  hir  to  go  ? 
As  wolde  god,  ich  hadde  as  tho  be  sleyn  ! 
O  herte  myn,  Criseyde,  O  swete  fo ! 
O  lady  myn,  that  I  love  and  no  mo !     229 
To  whom  for  ever-mo  myn  herte  I  dowe ; 
See  how  I  deye,  ye  nil  me  not  resoowe ! 
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84.  Who  Beoth  yow  now,  my  righte  lode- 
sterre? 

Who  sit  ri^ht  now   or   stant    in    your 

presence  ? 
Who  con    oonforten    now   youi    hertes 

werre? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yeve  ye  audience  ? 
Who  speketh  for  me  right  now  in  myn 

absence  ?  336 

Alias,  no  wight ;  and  that  is  al  my  oare ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  as  yvel  as  I  ye  fare. 

85.  How  shulde    I    thus    ten  dayes  ful 
endure, 

Whan  I  the  firste    night    have  al  this 

tene  ?  240 

How  shalshe  doon  eek,  sorwfnl  creature? 
For  tendemesse,  how  shal  she  this  sus- 

tene, 
Swich  wo  for  me?    O  pitous,  pale,  and 

grene 
Shal  been  your  fresshe  wommanliche  face 
For    langour,    er   ye    tome    un-to    this 

place.*  245 

86.  And  whan  he  fil  in  any  slomeringes, 
Anoon  biginne  he  sholde  for  to  grone, 
And  dremen  of  the  dredfulleste  thinges 
That  mighte  been ;    as,  mete    he    were 

allone 
In  place  horrible,  makinge  ay  his  mone. 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  alle      251 
His  enemys,  and  in  hir  hondes  falle. 

87.  And   ther-with-al    his   body   sholde 
sterte, 

And  with  the  stert  al  sodeinliche  awake, 
And  swich  a  tremour  fele    aboute    his 

herte,  255 

That  of  the  feer  his  body  sholde  quake  ; 
And    there-with-cd   he    sholde    a  noyse 

make, 
And  seme  as  though  he  sholde  falle  depe 
From  heighe  a-loite ;  and  than  he  wolde 

wepe, 

88.  And  rewen  on  him-self  so  pitously,  260 
Tliat  wonder  was  to  here  his  fantasye. 
Another  tyme  he  sholde  mightily 
Conforte  him-self,  and  seyn  it  was  folye, 
So  oauseles  swich  drede  for  to  diye, 


And  eft  biginne  his  aspre  sarwes  newe. 
That  every  man  mighte  on  his  sorwes 
rewe.  266 

89.  Who  coude  telle  aright  or  ful  dis- 

cryve 
His  wo,  his  pleynte,  his  langour,  and  Ms 

pyne? 
Nought  al  the  meh  that  han  or  been  on- 

lyve. 
Thou,   redere,    mayst   thy-self    ful    wel 

devyne  270 

That  swich  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  defyne. 
On  ydel  for  to  wryte  it  sholde  I  swinke, 
Whan  that  my  wit  is  wery  it  to  thinke. 

40.  On  hevene  yet  the  sterres  were  sene, 
Al-though    fal    pale    y-waxen    was   the 

mone ;  275 

And  whyten  gan  the  orisonte  shene 
Al  estward,  as  it  woned  is  to  done. 
And  Phebus  with  his  rosy  carte  sone 
G-an  after  that  to  dresse  him  up  to  fare, 
Whan  Troilus  hath  sent  after  Pandare. 

41.  This  Pandare,  that  of  al  the  day 
bifom  281 

Ne  mighte  have  oomen  Troilus  to  see, 
Al-though  he  on  his  heed  it  hadde  y-swom, 
For  with  the  king  Pryam  alday  was  he, 
So  that  it  lay  not  in  hiB  libertee  285 

No-wher  to  gon,  but  on  the  morwe  he 

wente 
To  Troilus,  whan  that  he  for  him  sente. 

42.  For  in  his  herte  he  ooude  wel  devyne, 
That  Troilus  al  night  for  sorwe  wook  ; 
And  that  he  wolde  telle  him  of  his  pyne. 
This  knew  he  wel   y-nough,  with-oute 

book.  291 

For  which  to  chaumbre  streight  the  wey 

he  took, 
And  Troilus  tho  sobreliche  he  grette, 
And  on  the  bed  fal  sone  he  gan  him  sette. 

48.  *My  Pandarus,'  quod  Troilus,  *the 
sorwe  295 

Which  that  I  dxye,  I  may  not  longe 
endure. 

I  trowe  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwe  ; 

For  whiche  I  wolde  alwey,  on  aventure, 

To  thee  devysen  of  my  sepulture 
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TikQ  forme,  and  of  my  moeble  thou  dis- 
pone 300 
Bight  as  thee  semeth  best  ia  for  to  done. 

44.  But  of  the  fyr  and  flaombe  foneral 
In  Mrhiche  my  body  brenne  shal  to  glede, 
And  of  the  feste  and  pleyes  palestral   304 
At  my  yigilo,  I  pray  thee  take  good  hede 
That  al  be  wcl ;  and  offre  Mars  my  stede. 
My  Bwerd,  myn  helm,  and,  leve  brother 

dere, 
Ky  sheld   to    Pallas  yef,  that  shjrneth 
dere. 

45.  The  pondro  in  which  myn  herte  y- 
brend  shal  tome, 

That  preye  I  thee  thou  take  and  it  con- 
servo  310 
In  a  vessel,  that  men  depeth  an  nme, 
Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  serve. 
For  love  of  whom  thus  pitously  I  sterve, 
So  yeve  it  hir,  and  do  mo  this  plesaunce, 
To  preye  hir  kepe  it  for  a  ^membraunce. 

46.  ^or  wel  I  fele,  by  my  maladye,        316 
And  by  my  dremes  now  and  yoro  ago, 

Al  certeinly,  that  I  mot  nodes  dye. 

The  owle  eek,  which  that  hight  Ascaphilo, 

Hath  after  me  shright  alle  thise  nightes 

two.  320 

And,  god  Morcuxie!  of  me  now,  wofdl 

wrecche. 
The  Bonle  gyde,  and,  whan  thee  list,  it 

fecche ! ' 

47.  Pandareanswexde,and8eyde,'Troiliis, 
My  dere  freend,  as  I  have  told  thee  yore. 
That  it  is  folye  for  to  sorwen  thus,        335 
And  oanseles,  for  whiche  I  can  no-more. 
But  who-so  wol  not  trowen  reed  ne  lore, 
I  can  not  seen  in  him  no  remedyo. 

But  lete  him  worthen  with  his  fantasye. 

48.  But  Troilus,  I  pray  thee  tel  me  now. 
If  that    thou  trowe,  er  this,  that  any 

wight  331 

Hath  loved  paramours  as  wel  as  thou? 
Ye,  god  wot,  and  fro  many  a  worthy 

knight 
Hath  his  lady  goon  a  fourtenight. 
And  he    not   yet    made   halvendel  the 

fare.  335 

What  nede  is  thee  to  maken  al  this  care  ? 


40.  Sin  day  by  day  thou  mayst  thy-selven 

see 
That  fVom  his  love,  or  elles  from  his  wyf, 
A  man  mot  twinnen  of  necessitee. 
Ye,  though  he  love  hir  as  his  owene  Ijrf ;  340 
Yet  nil  he  with  him-self  thus  maken 

stryf. 
For  wel  thow  west,  my  leve  brother  dere, 
That   alwey  freendes  may  nought  been 

y-fere. 

50.  How  doon  this  folk  that  seen  hir  loves 
wedded 

By  freendes  might,  as  it  bi-tit  ful  ofte,  345 
And  seen  hem  in  hir  spouses  bed  y-bedded  ? 
God  woot,  they  take  it  wysly,  faire  and 

soft^ 
For-why  good  hope  halt  up  hir  herte  on- 

lofte. 
And  for  they  can  a  tyme  of  sorwe  endure ; 
As  tyme  hem  hurt,  a  tyme  doth  hem 

cure.  350 

51.  So  sholdestow  endure,  and  late  slyde 
The  tyme,  and  fonde  to  ben  glad  and 

light. 
Ten  dayes  nis  so  long  not  t'  abyde. 
And  sin  she  thee  to  comen  hath  bihight, 
She  nil  hir  hestes  broken  for  no  wight.  355 
For  dred  thee  not  that  she  nil  finden  weye 
To  come  ayein,  my  lyf  that  dorste  I  leye. 

52.  Thy  swevenes  eek  and  al  swioh  &n- 
tasye 

Diyf  out,  and  lat  hem  faren    to    mis- 

chaunce ; 
For  they  procede  of  thy  malencolye,     360 
That  doth  thee  fele  in  sleep  al  this  pon- 

aunce. 
A  straw  for  alle  sweven^  signifiaunce ! 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  oounte  hem  not  a 

bene, 
Ther  woot  no  man  aright  what  dremes 

mene. 

• 

53.  For  prestes  of  the  temple  tellen  this. 
That  dremes  been  the  revelaoiouns       366 
Of  goddes,  and  as  wel  they  telle,  y-wis, 
That  they  ben  infemals  illusiouns ; 
And  leches  sejrn,  that  of  complexiouns 
Proceden  they,  or  fast,  or  glotonye.      370 
Who   woot   in    sooth   thus   what    they 

signifye  ? 
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54.  £ek  othere  seyn  that  thoragh  im- 

pressionns, 
As  if  a  wight  hath  faste  a  thing  in  minde, 
That  ther-of  cometh  swiche  avisioons ; 
And  othere  seyn,  as  they  in  bokes  finds, 
That,  after  tymes  of  the  yeer  by  kinde. 
Men  dreme,  and  that  th'effect  goth  by  the 


mone 


377 


Bat  leve  no  dreem,  for  it  is  nought  to 
done. 

55.  Wei  worth  of  dremos  ay  thise  olde 
wyves, 

And  treweliohe  eek  angnrie  of  thise 
fonles ;  3&> 

For  fere  of  which  men  wenen  lese  her 
lyves, 

As  ravenes  qnalm,  or  shiyking  of  thise 
onles. 

To  trowen  on  it  bothe  fais  and  fool  is. 

AllaSf  alias,  so  noble  a  creature 

As  is  a  man,  shal  drede  swich  ordure !  385 

56.  For  which  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee 
beseche, 

Un-to  thy-self  that  al  this  thou  foryive ; 
And  rys  up  now  with-oute  more  speche, 
And  lat  us  caste  how  forth  may  best  be 

drive 
This  tyme,  and  eek  how  freshly  we  may 

live  390 

Whan  tliat  she  oometh,  the  which  shal 

be  right  sone ; 
God  help  me  so,  the  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

57.  Bys,  hit  us  speke  of  lusty  lyf  in  Troye 
That  we  han  hid,  and  forth  the  tyme 

dryve; 
And  eek  of  tyme  oominge  us  rejoye,     395 
That  bringen  shal  our  blisse  now  so  blyve ; 
And  langonr  of  these  twyfis  dayes  fyve 
We  shal  ther-with  so  foiyete  or  c^presse. 
That  wel  unnethe  it  doon  shal  us  duresse. 

58.  This  toun  is  ful  of  Iprdes  al  aboute, 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  mene  whyle. 
Go  we  pleye  us  in  som  lusty  route        402 
To  Sarpedon,  not  hennes  but  a  myle. 
And  thus  thou  shalt  the  tyme  wel  bigyle, 
And  diyve  it  forth  un-to  that  blisful 

morwe,  405 

That  thou  hir  see,  that  cause  is  of  thy 
sorwe. 


69.  Now  rys,  my  dere  brother  Troilus ; 
For  certes,  it  noon  honour  is  to  thee 
To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  jouken  thus. 
For  trewely,  of  o  thing  trust  to  me,      410 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
The    folk    wol    wene    that    thou,     for 

cowardyse. 
Thee  feynest  syk,  and  that  thou  darst 

not  ryse.* 

60.  This  Troilus  answerde,   *0  brother 
dere. 

This  knowen    folk   that   han    y-suffred 

peyne,  4»5 

That  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwful 

chere, 
That  feleth  harm  and  smert  in  every 

veyne, 
No  wonder  is ;  and  though  I  ever  plejrne. 
Or  alwey  wepe,  I  am  no-thing  to  blame. 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

61.  But  sin  of  fyne  force  I  moot  aryse, 

I  shal  arjrse,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may ;     422 
And  god,  to  whom  myn  herte  I  sacrif^se. 
So  sende  us  hastely  the  tenthe  day  I 
For  was  ther  never  fowl  so  fayn  of  May, 
As  I  shal  been,  whan  that  she  cometh  in 
Troye,  4^ 

That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  joye. 

62.  But  whider  is  thy  reed,*  quod  Troilus. 
'That  we  may  pleye  us  best  in  al  this 

toun?' 
'  By  god,  my  conseil  is,*  quod  Pandarus, 
'  To  ryde  and  pleye  us  with  king  Sari>e- 

doun.*  43 « 

So  longe  of  this  they  speken  up  and  doun, 
Til  Troilus  gan  at  the  laste  assente 
To  xyse,  and  forth  to  Sarpedoun  they 

wente. 

68.  This  Sarpedoun,  as  he  that  honourable 

Was  ever  his  lyve,   and    ful   of  heigh 

prowesse,  43^ 

With  al  that  mighte  y-served  been  on 

table, 
That   dejHdtee    was,    al    coste    it    greet 

richesse, 
He  fedde  hem  day  by  day,  that  swich 

noblesse. 
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As  seyden  bothe  the  moste  and  eek  the 
leste,  440 

Was  neyer  er  that  day  wist  at  any  feste. 

64.  Nor  in  this  world  ther  is  non  instru- 
ment 
Delicious,  through  wind,  or  tonche,  or 

oorde, 
As  fer  as  any  wight  hath  ever  y-went, 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  recorde,  445 
That  at  that  feste  it  nas  wel  herd  acorde ; 
Ne  of  ladies  eek  so  fayr  a  company  e 
On  daunce,  er  tho,  was  never  y-seyn  with 
yfi. 

60.  Bat  what  avayleth  this  to  Troilns, 
That  for  his  sorwe  no-thing  of  it  ronghte  ? 
For  ever  in  oon  his  herte  pifitons  451 

Fol  bisily  Criseyde  his  lady  sooghte. 
On  hirwas  ever  al  that  his  herte  thonghte. 
Now  this,  now  that,  so  faste  imagininge, 
That  glade,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

66.  These  ladies  eek  that  at  this  feste 
been,  456 

Sin  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  a-weye. 
It  was  his  sorwe  npon  hem  for  to  seen. 
Or  for  to  here  on  instramentz  so  pleye. 
For  she,  that  of  his  herte  berth  the  keye, 
Was  absent,  lo,  this  was  his  fantasye,  461 
That  no  wight  sholde  make  melodjre. 

67.  Nor  ther  nas  honre  in  al  the  day  or 
night, 

AVhan  he  was  therms  no  wight  mighte 

him  here, 
That  he  ne  seyde,  *  O  lnfiK>m  lady  bright, 
How  have  ye  faren,  sin  that  ye  were 

here  ?  466 

Wel-come,  y-wis,  myn  owene  lady  dere.* 
Bnt  welaway,  al  this  nas  but  a  mase ; 
Fortune  his  howve  entended  bet  to  glase. 

68.  The  lettres  eek,  that  she  of  olde  tyme 
Hadde  him  y-sent,  he  wolde  allone  rede. 
An  hundred  sythe,  a-twixen  noon  and 

pryme ;  47a 

Belignringe  hir  shap,  hir  womanhede, 
With-inne  his  herte,  and  every  word  and 

dede 
That  passed  was,  and  thus  he  droof  to  an 

ende  475 

The  ferthe  day,   and    seyde,    ho  wolde 

wende. 


.  And  seyde,  *  leve  brother  Pandarus, 
Intendestow  that  we  shul  her6  bleve 
Til  Sarpedoun  wol  forth  congeyen  us  ? 
Tet  were  it  fairer  that  we  toke  our  leve. 
For  goddes  love,  lat  us  now  sone  at  eve 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  us  tome; 
For  trewely,  I  nil  not  thus  sojome.*     483 

70.  Pandare    answerde,   '  be  we  comen 
hider 

To  fecchen  fyr,  and  rennen  hoom  ayeyn? 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  can  not  tellen  whider 
We  mighten  goon,  if  I  shal  soothly  seyn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  us  more  fayn 
Than  Sarpedoun  ;  and  if  we  hennes  hye 
Thus  sodeinly,  I  holde  it  vilanye,         49a 

71.  Sin  that  we  seyden  that  we  wolde 
bleve 

With    him    a  wouke;    and    now,    thus 

sodeinly, 
The  ferthe  day  to  take  of  him  our  leve, 
He  wolde  wondren  on  it,  trewely !       494 
Lat  us  holde  forth  our  purpos  fermely ; 
And  sin  that  ye  bihighten  him  to  byde, 
Hold  forward  now,  and  after  lat  us  ryde.' 

72.  Thus  Pandarus,  with  alle  i>eyne  and 

wo. 
Made  him  to  dwelle  ;  and  at  the  woukes 

ende, 
Of  Sarpedoun  they  toke  hir  leve  tho,    51X) 
And  on  hir  wey  they  spedden  hem   to 

wende. 
Quod  Troilus,  *  now  god  me  grace  sende, 
Tliat  I  may  flnden,  at  myn  hom-cominge, 
Criseyde  comen ! '  and  ther-with  gan  he 

singe. 

78.  '  Ye,  hasel-wode  ! '  thonghte  this  Pan- 
dare,  5i>5 
And  to  him-self  fol  softely  he  seyde, 
*  God  woot,  refreyden  may  this  hote  fare 
£r  Calkas  sende  Troilus  Criseyde !' 
But  natheles,  he  japed  thus,  and  seyde, 
And  swor,    y-wis,    his    herte   him    wel 
bihighte,  510 
She  wolde  come   as   sone  as   ever    she 
mighte. 

74.   Whan  they  un-to  the  palej^  were 
y-comen 
1  Of  Troilus,  they  doun  of  hors  alighte, 
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And  to  the  chambre  Mr  wey  than  luui 

they  noxaen. 
And  in-to  tyme  that  it  gan  to  nighte,  515 
They  spaken  of  Grisfiyde  the  brighte. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  hem  bothe 

leste, 
They  spedde  hem  fro  the  soper  im-to 

reste, 

75.  On  morwe,  as  sone  as  day  bigan  to 
clere, 

This  Troilus  gan  of  his  sleep  t*abreyde,  520 
And  to  Pandare,  his  owene  brother  dere, 
*  For  love  of  god,'  ftil  pitoosly  he  seyde, 
'  As  go  we  seen  the  paleys  of  Criseyde  ; 
For  sin  we  yet  may  have  namore  feste, 
So  lat  us  seen  hir  paleys  at  the  leste.'  525 

76.  And  ther-with-al,  his  meynee  for  to 
blende, 

A  cause  he  fond  in  tonne  for  to  go. 
And  to  Criseydes  hous  they  gonnen  wende. 
But  lord  !  this  sely  Troilus  was  wo ! 
Hinx  thoughte  his  sorweitil  herte  braste 

a-two,  530 

For  whan  he  sangh  hir  dores  sperred  alio, 
Wei  neigh  for  sorwe  a-doon  he  gan  to 

falle. 

77   Therwith  whan  he  was  war  and  gan 

biholde 
How  shet  was  every  windowe  of  the  place, 
As  frost,  him  thoughte,  his  herte  gan  to 

colde ;  555 

For  which  with  chaunged  deedlioh  pale 

face, 
With-outen  word,  he  forth  bigan  to  pace ; 
And,  as  god  wolde,  he  gan  so  faste  lyde, 
That  no  wight  of  his  contenaunce  aspyde. 

78.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *0  paleys  desolat, 
O  hous,  of  houses  whylom  best  y-hight, 
O  palejm  empty  and  disconsolat,  542 
O  thou  lanterne,  of  which  queynt  is  the 

light, 
O  paleys,  whylom  day,  that  now  art  night, 
Wei  oughtestow  to  falle,  and  I  to  dye,  545 
Sin  she  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gye ! 

79.  Opaleys,  whylom  croune  of  houses  alle, 
Enlumined  with  Sonne  of  alle  blisse ! 


O  ring,  fro  which  the  ruby  is  out-falle, 
O  cause  of  wo,  that  cause  hast  been  of 

lisse !  !i50 

Yet,  sin  I  may  no  bet,  fayn  wolde  I  kisse 
Thy  colde  dores,  dorste  I  for  tliis  route ; 
And  fare-wel  shrjme,  of  which  the  seynt 

is  oute !' 

80.  Ther-with  he  caste  on  Pandams  his  y6 
With  chaunged  face,  and  pitous  to  biholde ; 
And  whan  he  mighte  his  tyme  aright 

aspye,  556 

Ay  as  he  rood,  to  Pandams  he  tolde 
His  newe  sorwe,  and  eek  his  joyes  olde, 
So  pitously  and  with  so  dede  an  hewe. 
That  every  wight  mighte  on  his  sorwe  rewe. 

81.  Fro  thennesforth  he  rydeth  up  and 
doun,  561 

And  every  thing  com  him  to  remem- 

braunce 
As  he  rood  forth  by  places  of  the  toun 
In  whiche  he  whylom  hadde  al  his  pies- 

aunce.  564 

'  Lo,  yond  saugh  I  myn  owene  lady  daunce  ; 
And  in  that  temple,  with  hir  eyen  clere, 
Me  caughte  first  my  righte  lady  dere. 

82.  And  yonder  have  I  herd  ful  lustily 
My  dere  herte  laughe,  and  yonder  pleye 
Saugh  I  hir  ones  eek  ful  blisfully.         570 
And  yonder  ones  to  me  gan  she  seye, 

"  Now  goode  swete,  love  me  wel,  I  preye.'* 
And  yond  so  goodly  gan  she  me  biholde, 
That  to  the  deeth  myn  herte  is  to  hir  holde. 

88.  And  at  that  comer,  in  the  yonder  hous, 
Herde  I  myn  alderlevest  lady  dere       576 
So  wommanly,  with  voys  melodious, 
Singen  so  wel,  so  goodly,  and  so  clere. 
That  in  my  soule  yet  me  thinketh  I  hero 
The  blisfVil  soun;  and,  in  that  yonder 
place,  580 

My  lady  first  me  took  un-to  hir  grace.' 

84.  Thanne  thoughte  he  thus,  *  O  bUsfU 

lord  Cupyde, 
Whanne  I  the  prooes  have  in  my  memorie, 
How  thou  me  hast  werreyed  on  every  syde, 
Men  mighte  a  book  make  of  it,  lyk  a  storie. 
What  node  is  thee  to  seke  on  mo  viotorie, 
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Sin  I  am  thyn,  and  hoolly  at  thy  wille? 
What  joye  haatow  thyn  owene  folk  to 
BpUle?  5S8 

85.  Wei  hastow,  lord,  y-wroke  on  me  thyn 
ire, 

Thoa  mighty  god,  and  dred(hl  for  to  gre ve ! 
Now  mercy,  lord,  thou  vrost  wel  I  desire 
Thy  grace  most,  of  alio  Ixxstes  leve.        592 
And  lire  and  deye  I  wol  in  thy  hilove ; 
For  which  I  n*axe  in  gaerdon  hut  a  hone, 
That  thon  Criaeyde  ayein  me  sende  sone. 

86.  Distr^sme  hir  herte  as  faste  to  retome 
As  thon  dost  myn  to  longen  hir  to  see ; 
Than  woot  I  wel,  that  she  nil  not  sojome. 
Now,  blisfol  lord,  so  cruel  thon  no  be 
Un-to  the  blood  of  Troye,  I  preye  thee, '600 
As  Jnno  was  nn-to  the  blood  Thebane, 
For  which  the  folk  of  Thebes  canghte  hir 

bane.' 

87.  And  after  this  he  to  the  yates  wente 
Thermos  Criseyde  oat-rood  a  fVil  good  paas, 
And  up  and  doun  thor  made  he  many 

a  wente,  605 

And  to  him-self  fol  ofte  he  seyde  ^  alias ! 
From  hennes  rood  my  blisse  and  my  solas ! 
As  wolde  blisful  god  now,  for  his  joye, 
I  mighte  hir  seen  ayein  come  in-to  Trojrei. 

88.  Andtotheyonderhillelganhirgyde, 
AUas  t  and  there  I  took  of  hir  my  leve  ! 
And  yond  I  saugh  hir  to  hir  fader  ryde, 
For  sorwe  of  which  myn  herte  shal  to- 

deve.  613 

And  hider  hoom  I  com  whan  it  was  eve  ; 
And  here  I  dwella  out-oast  from  alle  joye. 
And  shal,  til  I  may  seen  hir  eft  in  Tzoyo.' 

88.  And  of  him-self  imagined  he  ofte 
To  ben  defet,  and  pale,  and  waxen  lesse 
Than  he  was  wont,  and  that  men  seyde 

softe, 
^What  may  it  be?  who  can  the  sothe 

gesse  620 

Why  Troilus  hath  al  this  hevinesse  ? ' 
And  al  this  nas  but  his  malencolye, 
Xhat  he  hadde  of  him-self  swich  fantasye. 

90.  Another  tyme  imaginen  he  wdde 
That  every  wight  that  wente  by  the  weye 


Had  of  him  routhe,  and  that  they  seyen 
sholde,  636 

'  I  am  right  sory  Troilus  wol  deye.' 
And  thus  he  droof  a  day  yet  forth  or  tweye. 
Asye  have  herd,  swich  lyf  right  gau  he  lede, 
As  he  that  stood  bitwixen  hope  and  drede. 

91.  For  which  him  lyked  in  his  songes 
shewe  631 

Th'encheson  of  his  wo,  as  he  best  mighte, 
And  make  a  song  of  wordes  but  a  fewe, 
Somwhat  his  woful  herte  for  to  lighte. 
And  whan  he  was  from  every  mannes 
sighte,  6*5 

With  sofbe  voys  he,  of  his  lady  dere, 
That  was  absent,  gan  singe  as  ye  may  here. 

92.  *  O  sterre,  of  which  I  lost  have  al  the 
light. 

With  herte  soor  wel  oughte  I  to  bewayle, 
That  ever  derk  in  torment,  night  by  night. 
Toward  my  deeth  with  wind  in  stere  I 
sayle ;  641 

For  which  the  tenthe  night  if  that  Tfayle 
The  gyding  of  thy  hemes  brighte  an  houre, 
My  ship  and  me  Caribdis  wol  devoure.' 

98.  This  song  when  he  thus  songen  hadde, 
sone  645 

He  fil  ayein  in-to  his  sykes  olde ; 

And  every  night,  as  was  his  wone  to  done, 

He  stood  the  brighte  mone  to  beholde. 

And  al  his  sorwe  he  to  the  mone  tolde ; 

And  seyde,  '  y-wis,  whan  thou  art  homed 
newe,  650 

I  shal  be  glad,  if  al  the  world  be  trewe  ! 

94.  I  saugh  thyn  homes  olde  eek  by  the 
morwe. 

Whan  hennes  rood  my  righte  lady  dere. 
That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  sorwe ; 
For  whiche,0  brighte  Lucinatheclere,  655 
For  love  of  god,  ren  faste  abonte  thyspere ! 
For  whan  thyn  homes  newe  ginne  springe. 
Than  shal  she  come,  that  may  my  blisse 
bringe !' 

95.  The  day  is  more,  and  lenger  every 
night, 

Than  they  be  wont  to  be,  him,  thoughte 
tho;  660 
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And  that  the  sonne  wente  his    coarse 

tmright 
By  longer  wey  than  it  was  wont  to  go ; 
And  seyde,  *  y-wis,  me  dredeth  ever-mo, 
The  sonnes  sone,  Pheton,  be  on-lyve, 
And  that  hisfadreacartamishediyve.'  665 

96.  Upon  the  walles  faste  eek  wolde  he 
walke, 

And  on  the  Orekes  ost  he  wolde  see, 
And  to  him-oelf  right  thus  he  wolde  talke, 
'  Lo,  yonder  is  myn  owene  lady  free, 
Or  elles  yonder,  ther  tho  tentes  be !      670 
And  thennes  comth  this  ejrr,  that  is  so 

sote, 
That  in  my  soole  I  fele  it  doth  me  bote. 

97.  And  hardely  this  wind,  that  more  and 
more 

Thus  stonndemele  enoreseth  in  my  face. 
Is  of  my  ladyes  depe  ^kes  sore.  675 

I  preve  it  thns,  for  in  non  othere  place 
Of  al  this  toon,  save  onliche  in  this  space, 
Fele  1  no  wind  that  sonneth  so  lyk  pejrne ; 
It  seyth,  "  alias !    why  twinned  be  we 
tweyne?"* 

98.  This  longe  tyme  he  dr3rveth  forth  right 
thns,  680 

Til  fully  passed  was  the  nynthe  night ; 
And  ay  bi-syde  him  was  this  Pandams, 
That  bisily  dide  alle  his  fnlle  might 
Him  to  comforte,  and  make  his  herte  light ; 
Yevingehim  hope  alwey,  thotenthemorwe 
That  she  shal  come,  and  stinten  al  his 
sorwe.  686 

99.  Up-on  that  other  syde  eek  was  Cri- 
seyde, 

With  wommen  fewe,  among  the  Orekes 

stronge; 
For  which  fnl  ofte  a  day  *  alias ! '  she  seyde, 
*  That  I  was  bom !    Wei  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

After  my  deeth ;  for  now  live  I  to  longe ! 
Alias !  and  I  no  may  it  not  amende  ; 
For  now  is  wors  than  ever  yet  I  wende. 

1 00.  My  fader  nil  for  no-thing  do  me  grace 
To  goon  ayein,  for  nought  I  can  him 

qneme ;  ^  695 

And  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme  passe, 


My  Troilos  shal  in  his  herte  deme        697 
That  I  am  fals,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 
Thus  shal  I  have  nnthank  on  every  syde ; 
That  I  was  bom,  so  weylawey  the  tyde  ! 

101.  And  if  that  I  me  pntte  in  jnpartye. 
To  stele  awey  hy  nighte,  and  it  bifalle 
That  I  be  canght,  I  shal  be  holde  a  spye ; 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  drede  I  most  of  alle. 

If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wreoche  I  fiejle, 
I  am  bat  lost,  al  be  myn  herte  trewe ;  706 
Now  mighty  god,  thon  on  my  sorwe  re  we ! ' 

102.  Fal  pale  y-waxen  was  hir  brighte  faco, 
Hir  limes  lene,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
Stood  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  on  tho 

place  710 

Ther  she  was  bom,  and  ther  she  dwelt 

hadde  ay. 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias !  she  lay. 
And  thas  despeired,  oat  of  alle  care. 
She  ladde  hir  lyf,  this  woful  oreatare. 

108.  Fal  ofte  a  day  she  sighte  eek  for 
destresse,  715 

And  in  hir-s^  she  wente  ay  portraylngc 
Of  Troilos  the  greto  worthinesse, 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordes  recordinge 
Sin  first  that  day  hir  love  bigan  to  springe 
And  thas  she  sette  hir  woful  herte  a-fyre 
Thorogh  remembraunoe  of  that  she  j^n 
desyre.  7^1 

104.  In  al  this  world  ther  nis  so  cruel 
herte 

That  hir  hadde  herd  compleynen  in  hir 

sorwe. 
That  nolde  han  wopen  for  hir  peynes 

smerte. 
So  tendrely  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and  morwe. 
Hir  nedede  no  teres  for  to  borwe.  726 

And  this  was  yet  the  worste  of  al  hir  peyne, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

pleyne. 

105.  Fal  rewfally  she  loked  ap-on  Troye, 
Biheld  the  toares  heighe  and  eek  the 

halles ;  730 

*  Alias  I*  qnod  she,  'the  plesaonce  and  th^ 

joye 
The  whiche  that  now   al   tomed  in>to 

galle  is. 
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Have  I  had  ofte  with-inne  yonder  wallea ! 

0  TroiluB,  what  doetow  now/  she  seydo  ; 

*  Lord !  whether  yet  thou  thenke  np-ou 
Criseyde  ?  755 

106.  Alias !  Inehadde  trowed  on  yonr  lore, 
And  went  with  yo w,  as  ye  me  radde  er  this ! 
Thanne  hadde  I  now  not  syked  half  so  sore. 
Who  mighte  have  seyd,  that  I  had  doon 

a-mis 
To  stele  awey  with  swich  on  as  he  is  ?  740 
But  al  to  late  cometh  the  letaarie, 
Wlian  men  the  cors  un-to  the  grave  carie. 

107.  To  late  is  now  to  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Prudence,  alias  !  oon  of  thyn  eyen  three 
Me  lakked  alwey,  er  that  I  cam  here  ;  745 
On  tyme  y-passed,  wel  remembred  me ; 
And  present  tyme  eek  conde  I  wel  y-see. 
But  fntur  tyme,  er  I  was  in  the  snare, 
Coude  I  not  seen ;  that  causeth  now  my 

care.  749 

108.  But  natheles,  hitydo  what  bityde, 

1  shal  to-morwe  at  night,  by  est  or  weste, 
Out  of  this  ost  stele  on  som  maner  syde, 
And  go  with  Troilus  wher-as  him  leste. 
This  purx>08  wol  I  holde,  and  this  is  beste. 
No  fors  of  wikked  tonges  janglerye,       755 
For  ever  on  love  han  wrecches  had  envye. 

109.  For  who-so  wole  of  every  word  take 
hede, 

Or  rewlen  him  by  every  wightes  wit, 
Ne  shal  he  never  thiyven,  out  of  drede. 
For  that  that  som  men  blamen  ever  yit, 
Lo,  other  maner  folk  commenden  it.     761 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  swich  variaunce, 
Felicitee  depe  I  my  sufBsaunce. 

110.  Forwhich,with-outenanywordesmo, 
To  Troye  I  wol,  as  for  conclusioun.'      765 
But  god  it  wot,  er  fully  monthes  two, 
She  was  ful  fer  fro  that  entencionn. 

For  bothe  Troilus  and  Troye  toun 

Shal   knotteles   through-out    hir    herte 

slyde; 
For  she  wol  take  a  purpos  for  t'abyde.  770 

111.  This  Diomede,  of  whom  yow  telle 
Igan, 

Goth  now,  with-inne  him-«elf  ^y  argninge 


With  al  the  sleighte  and  al  that  ever  he 

can, 
How  he  may  best,  with  shortest  taryinge, 
In-to  his  net  Criseydes  herte  bringe.     775 
To  this  entente  he  coude  never  fyne  ; 
To  fisshen  hir,  he  leyde  out  hook  and  lyne. 

112.  But  natheles,  wel  in  his  herte  ho 

thoughte. 
That  she  nas  nat  with-oute  a  love  in  Troye. 
For  never,  sithen  he  hir  thennee  broughte, 
Ne  coude  he  seen  her  laughe  or  make 

joye.  781 

He  niste  how  best  hir  herte  for  t'acoye. 

*  But  for  t'assaye,'  he  seyde,  '  it  nought 

ne  greveth ; 
For  he  that  nought  n'assayeth,  nought 
n'aoheveth.' 

1 18.  Yet  seide  he  to  him-self  upon  a  night, 

*  Now  am  I  not  a  fool,  that  woot  wel  how 
Hir  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight. 
And  here-up-on  to  goon  assaye  hir  now  ? 
I  may  wel  wite,  it  nil  not  been  my  prow. 
For  wyse  folk  in  bokes  it  expresse,        790 
"  Men  shal  not  wowe  a  wight  in  hevinesse." 

Hi.  But  who-so  mighte  winnen  swich 

a  flour 
From  him,  for  whom  she  mometh  night 

and  day. 
He  mighte  seyn,  he  were  a  conquerour.' 
And  right  anoon,  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
Thoughte  in  his  herte,  *  happe,  how  happe 

may,  796 

Al  sholde  I  deye,  I  wole  hir  herte  seche ; 
I  shal  no  more  lesen  but  my  speohe.' 

115.  This  Diomede,  as  bokes  us  declare, 
Was  in  his  nedes  prest  and  corageous ; 
With  steme  voys  and  mighty  limes  square, 
Hardy,  testif,  strong,  and  chevalrous 

Of  dedes,  lyk  his  fader  Tidens. 

And  som  men  seyn,  he  was  of  tunge  large ; 

And  heir  he  was  of  Calidoine  and  Ai^.  805 

116.  Criseyde  mene  was  of  hir  stature, 
Ther-to  of  shap,  of  face,  and  eek  of  chere, 
Ther  mighte  been  no  fairer  creature. 
And  ofte  tyme  this  was  hir  manere. 

To  gon  y-tressed  with  hir  heres  clere    816 
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BoTiii  by  hir  ooler  at  hir  bak  bifainde, 
Which  with  a  threde  of  gold  she  wolde 
binde. 

117.  And,  save  hir  broweg  joyneden  y-fere, 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  in  ought  I  can  espyen  ; 
Bnt  for  to  speken  of  liir  eyen  clere,      815 
Lo,  trewely,  they  writen  that  hir  syen, 
That  Paradys  stood  formed  in  hir  yen. 
And  with  hir  riche  beantee  ever-more 
Strof  love  in  hir,  ay  which  of  hem  was 

more. 

118.  She  sobre  was,  eek  simple,  and  wys 
with-al,  820 

The  beste  y-norisshed  eek  that  mightebe, 
And  goodly  of  hir  speche  in  general, 
Charitable,  estatliche,  lusty,  and  free ; 
Ne  never-mo  ne  hikkede  hir  pltee ; 
Tendre-herted,  slydinge  of  oorage  ;        825 
But  trewely,  I  can  not  telle  hir  age. 

119.  And  Troilus  wel  waxen  was  in  highte, 
And  complet  formed  by  proporcioun 

So  wel,  that  kinde  it  not  amenden  mighte ; 
Yong,  fresshe,  strong,  and  hardy  as  lyoun ; 
Trewe  as  steel  in  ech  condicioun  ;  831 
On  of  the  beste  enteched  creature, 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 
dure. 

120.  And  certainly  in  storio  it  is  y-founde. 
That  Troilus  was  never  un-to  no  wight,  855 
As  in  his  tyme,  in  no  degree  secounde 

In  durring  don  that  longeth  to  a  knight. 
Al  mighte  ageaunt  passen  him  of  might. 
His  herte  ay  with  the  firste  and  with  the 
beste  839 

Stod  paregal,  to  durre  don  that  him  leste. 

121.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  of  Diomede  :— 
It  fil  that  after,  on  the  tenthe  day. 

Sin  that  Criseyde  out  of  the  citee  yede, 
This  Diomede,  as  fresshe  as  braunche  in 

May, 
Com  to  the  tente  thernis  Calkas  lay,     845 
And  feyned  him  with  Calkas  han  to  done ; 
But  what  he  mente,  I  shal  yow  telle  sone. 

122.  Criseyde,  at  shorte  wordes  for  to  telle, 
Welcomed  him,  and  doun  by  hir  him  sette ; 
And  he  was  ethey-nough  to  maken  dwello. 


And  after  this,  with-outen  longe  lette,  851 
The  spyces  and  the  wyn  men  forth  hem 

fette ; 
And  forth  they  Gfpeke  of  this  and  that 

y-fere, 
As  freendes  doon,  of  which  som  shal  ye 

here. 

128.  He  gan  first  fallen  of  the  werre  in 
speche  855 

Bitwixe  hem  and  the  folk  of  Troye  toun  ; 
And  of  th'assege  he  gan  hir  eek  byseche, 
To  telle  him  what  was  hir  opinioun. 
Fro  that  demaunde  he  so  descendeth  doun 
To  asken  hir,  if  that  hir  straunge  though te 
The  Grekes  gyse,  and  werkes  that  they 
wroughte  ?  861 

124.  And  why  hir  fader  tarieth  so  longe 
To  wedden  hir  un-to  som  worthy  wight  ? 
Criseyde,  that  was  in  hir  peynes  stronge 
For  love  of  Troilus,  hir  owene  knight,  865 
As  fer-forth  as  she  conning  hadde   or 

might, 
Answerde  him  tho  ;  but,  as  of  his  entente, 
It  semed  not  she  wiste  what  ho  mente. 

125.  But  natheles,  this  ilke  Diomede 
Gan  in  him-self  assure,  and  thus  he  seyde, 
'  If  ich  aright  have  taken  of  yow  hede,  871 
Me  thinketh  thus,  O  lady  myn,  Criseyde, 
That  sin  I  first  hond  on  your  biydel 

leyde, 
Whan  ye  out  come  of  Troye  by  the  morwe, 
Ne  coude  I  never  seen  yow  but  in  sorwe. 

126.  Can  I  not  seyn  what  may  the  cause 
be  876 

But-if  for  love  of  som  Troyan  it  were, 
The  which  right  sore  wolde  athinken  me 
That  ye,  for  any  wight  that   dweUeth 

there, 
Sholden  spiUe  a  quarter  of  a  tere,         880 
Or  pitously  your-selven  so  bigyle ; 
For  dredelees,  it  is  nought  worth  the 

whyle. 

127.  The  folk  of  Troye,  as  who  seyth,  alle 
and  some 

In  preson  been,  as  ye  your-selven  see ; 
For  thennes  shal  not  oon  on-lyve  oome  885 
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For  al  the  gold  bitwixen  lonne  and  see. 
Tmsteth  wel,  and  andentondeth  me, 
Ther  shal  not  oon  to  meroy  goon  on-lyve, 
Al  were  he  lord  of  worldes  twy 68  fyve ! 

128.  Swich  wreche  on  hem,  for  fecohing 
of  Elejme,  890 

Ther  shal  be  take,  er  that  we  hennes 

wende, 
That  Manes,  which  that  goddes  ben  of 

peyne, 
Shal  been  agast  that  Orekes  wol  hem 

flhende. 
And  men  shnl  drede,  tin-to  the  worldes 

ende,  894 

From  hennes-forth  to  ravirahe  any  qnene, 
So  cruel  shal  onr  wreche  on  hem  be  Bene. 

129.  Andbut-ifCalkaB  lede  na  with  am- 
bages, 

That  is  to  seyn,  with  donble  wordes  slye, 
Swich  as  men  depe  a  "word  with  two 

visages," 
Ye  shnl  wel  knowen  that  I  nought  ne 

lye,  900 

And  al  this  thing  right  seen  it  with  your 

And  that  anoon;  ye  nil  not  trowe  how 

Bone; 
Now  takeUi  heed,  for  it  is  for  to  done. 

130.  What   wene   ye   your    wyse  fittder 
wolde 

Han  yeven  Antenor  for  yow  anoon,     905 
If  he  ne  wiste  that  the  citee  sholde 
Destroyed   been?    Why,    nay,  so   mote 

I  goon! 
He  knew  fnl  wel  ther  shal  not  scapen  oon 
That  Troyan  is ;  and  for  Uie  grete  fere, 
He  dorste  not,  ye  dwelte  longer  there.  910 

181.  What  wole  ye  more,  lufsom  lady 

dere? 
Lat  Troye  and  Trojran  fro  your  herte 

pace  ! 
Diyf  out  that  bittre  hope,  and  make  good 

chere. 
And  depe  ayein  the  beautee  of  your  face, 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  de&oe.        915 
For  Troye  is  brought  in  swich  a  jupartye, 
That,  it  to  saye,  is  now  no  remedye. 


182.  And  thenketh  wel,  ye  shal  in  Orekes 
flnde 

A  more  parfit  love,  er  it  be  night. 

Than  any  Troyan  is,  and  more  kinde,  ^xt 

And  bet  to  serven   yow  wol  doon  his 

might. 
And  if  ye  vouche  sauf,  my  lady  bright, 
I  wol  ben  he  to  serven  yow  my-selve, 
Te,  lever  than  be  lord  of  Greces  twelve  !  * 

183.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  waxen 
reed,  925 

And  in  his  speche  a  litd  wight  he  quook, 
And  caste  a^yde  a  litel  wight  his  heed, 
And  stinte  a  whyle ;  and  afterward  awook, 
And  sobreliche  on  hir  he  threw  his  look, 
And  seyde,  '  I  am,  al  be  it  yow  no  joye. 
As  gentil  man  as  any  wight  in  Troye.  931 

184.  For  if  my  fader  TydexxSy*  he  seyde, 
*  Y-lived  hadde,  I  hadde  been,  er  this, 
Of  CalidoiQe  and  Arge  a  king,  Criseyde ! 
And  so  hope  I  that  I  shal  yet,  y-wis.    955 
But  he  was  slayn,  alias !  the  more  harm 

Unhappily  at  Thebes  al  to  rathe, 
Polymites  and  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

186.  But  herte  myn,  sin  that  I  am  your 

man, 
And  been  the  ferste  of  whom  I  seche 

grace,  940 

To  serven  you  as  hertely  as  I  can, 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  I  to  live  have  space, 
So,  er  that  I  departe  out  of  this  place, 
Ye  wol  me  graunte,  that  I  may  to-morwe, 
At  bettre  leyser,  telle  yow  my  sorwe.'  945 

186.  What  shold  I  telle  hiswordes  that  he 

seyde? 
He  spak  y-now,  for  o  day  at  the  meste  ; 
It  preveth  wel,  he  spak  so  that  Criseyde 
Graunted,  on  the  morwe,  at  his  requeste, 
For  to  speken  with  him  at  the  leste,      950 
So  that  he  nolde  speke  of  swich  matere  ; 
And  thus  to  him  she  seyde,  as  ye  may 

here: 

137.  As  she  that  hadde   hir   herte   on 

Troilus 
80  faste,  that  ther  may  it  noon  arace ; 
And  straungely  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus : 
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*0  Dioxnecle,  I  love  that  ilke  place        956 
Ther  I    was    bom ;   and  Joves,   for  his 

grace, 
Delivere  it  sone  of  al  that  doth  it  care  ! 
God,  for  thy  might,  so  leve  it  ivel  to  fare  ! 

1B8.  That  Grekes  wolde  hir  wrath  the  on 
Troye  wreke,  960 

If  that  they  mighte,  I  knowe  it  wel, 
y-wis. 

Bat  it  shal  not  bifallen  as  ye  speke ; 

And  god  to-fom,  and  ferther  over  this, 

I  wot  my  fader  wys  and  redy  is  ; 

And  that  he  me  hath  bought,  as  ye  me 
tolde,  965 

So  dere,  I  am  the  more  nn-to  him  holde. 

139.  That  Grekes  been  of  heigh  con- 
dicionn, 

I  woot  eek  wel ;  bnt  certein,  men  shal 

finde 
As  worthy  folk  with-inne  Troye  toun. 
As  conning,  and  as  parfit  and  as  kinde. 
As  been  bitwixen  Orcades  and  Inde.     971 
And  that  ye  ooude  wel  yonr  lady  serve, 
I  trowe  eek  wel,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

140.  But  as  to  speke  of  love,  y- wis,'  she 
seyde, 

*I  hadde  a  lord,  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whos  myn  herte  al  was,  til  that  he 

deyde ;  976 

And  other  love,  as  helpo  me  now  Pallas, 
Ther  in  myn  herte  nis,  ne  never  was. 
And  that  yo  been  of  noble  and  heigh 

kinrede, 
I  have  wel  herd  it  tellon,  ont  of  drede.  980 

141.  And  that  doth  me  t«  han  so  gret  a 
wonder, 

That  ye  wol  scomen  any  womman  so. 
Eek,  god  wot,  love  and  I  be  f er  a-sonder ; 
I  am  disposed  bet,  so  mote  I  go, 
Un-to  my  deeth,  to  pleyne  and  maken 
wa  985 

What  I  shal  after  doon,  I  can  not  seye ; 
Bnt  trewely,  as  yet  me  list  not  pleye. 

142.  Myn  herte  is  now  in  tribolacionn, 
And  ye  in  armes  bisy,  day  by  day. 
Here-aiter,   whan  ye  wonnen    han   the 

tonn,  990 


Paraonter,  thanne  so  it  happen  may, 
That  whan  I  see  that  I  never  er  say. 
Than  wole  I  werke  that  I  never  wronghte ! 
This    word    to    yow    y-nongh    suffysen 
onghte. 

148.  To-morwe  eek  wol  I  speke  with  yow 

<ay»,  995 

So  that  ye  touchen  nonght  of  thismatere. 

And  whan  yow  list,  ye  may  come  here 

ayeyn; 
And,  er  ye  gon,  thus  muche  I  seye  yow 

here : 
Ab  helpe  me  Pallas  with  hir  heres  clere, 
If  that  I  sholde  of  any  Greek  han  xoathe, 
It  sholde  be  yoar-«Mlven,  by  my  trouthe ! 

144.  I  sey  not  therfore  that  I  wol  yow 
love,  I003 

Ne  I  sey  not  nay,  but  in  oonclusioan, 
I  mene  wel,  by^  god  that  sit  above  :  * — 
And    ther-with-al    she    caste    hir    eyen 

doon, 
And  gan  to  syke,  and  seyde,   '  O  Troye 

toun,  1006 

Yet  bidde  I  god,  in  qulete  and  in  reste 
I  may  yow  seen,  or  do  myn  herte  breste.' 

145.  But  in  effect,  and  shortly  for  to  seye. 
This  Diomede  al  freshly  newe  ayeyn  loio 
Gan  pressen    on,   and  faste  hir  mercy 

preyo ;  10 11 

And  after  this,  the  sothe  for  to  seyn, 
Hir  glove  he  took,  of  which  he  was  ful 

fayn. 
And  fynaUy,  whan  it  was  waxen  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve.  1015 

146.  The  brighte  Yenus  folwede  and  ay 
taughte 

The  wey,  ther  brode  Phebus  doun  alighte ; 
And  Cynthea  hir  char-hors  over-raughte 
To  whirle  out  of  the  Lyon,  if  she  mighte ; 
And  Signiferhis  candeles  shewed  brigbte. 
Whan  that  Criseyde  un-to  hir  bedde 
wente  1021 

In-with  hir  fadres  faire  brighte  tente. 

147.  Betoming  in  hir  sonle  ay  up  and 
doun 

The  wordes  of  this  sodein  Diomede, 
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His  greet  estai,  and  peril  of  the  tonn,  1025 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  freendes   help;   and  thus  bigan   to 

brede 
The  cause  why,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
That  she  tok  fully  porpos  for  to  dwelle. 

148.  The  morwe  com,  and  goostly  for  to 
speke,  1030 

This  Diomede  is  come  nn-to  Criseyde, 
And  shortly,  lest  that  ye  my  tale  broke. 
So  wehhe  for  him-selve  spak  and  seyde, 
That  alle  hir  sykes  sore  adoon  he  leyde; 
And  fynally,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,    1035 
He  refte  hir  of  the  grete  of  al  hir  peyxM. 

149.  And  after  this  the  stoxy  telleth  us. 
That  she  him  yaf  the  faire  baye  stede, 
The  which  he  ones  wan  of  Troilus  ; 
And  eek  a  broche  (and  that  was  litel 

nede)  1040 

That  Troilus  was,  she  yaf  this  Biomede. 
And  eek,  the  bet  from  sorwe  him  to 

releve. 
She  made  him  were  a  penoel  of  hir  sieve. 

150.  I  finde  eek  in  the  stories  elles-where, 
Whan  through  the  body  hurt  was  Dio* 

mede  1045 

Of  Troilus,  tho  weep  she  many  a  tere, 
Whan  that  she  saugh  his  wyde  woundes 

blede; 
And  that  she  took  to  kepen  him  good 

hede, 
And  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  smerte. 
Men  seyn,  I  not,  that  she  yaf  him  hir 

hertOr  1050 

151.  But  trewely,  the  story  telleth  us, 
Ther  made  never  womman  more  wo 
Than  she,  whan  that  she  falsed  Troilus. 
She  seyde,  '  alias  !  for  now  is  dene  a-go 
My  name  of  trouthe  in  love,  for  ever-mo ! 
For  I  have  falsed  oon,  the  gentUeste 
That  ever  was,  and  oon  the  worthieste  I 

152.  Alias,  of  me,  un-to  the  worldes  ende, 
Shal  neither  been  y-writen  nor  y-songe 
No  good  word,  for  thise  bokes  wol  me 

shende,  1060 

O,  rolled  shal  I  been  on  many  a  tonge ! 


Through-out  the  world  my  belle  shal  be 

Tonge ; 
And  wommen  most  wol  hate  me  of  alle. 
Alias,  that  swioh  a  cas  me  sholde  fidle ! 

158.  They  wol  seyn,  in  as  muche  as  in 
me  is,  1065 

I  have  hem  doon  dishonour,  weylawey  I 
AI  be  I  not  the  firste  that  dide  amis, 
What  helpeth  that  to  do  my  blame  aw^  ? 
But  sin  I  see  there  is  no  bettre  way. 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  me  to  rewe. 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  be  trewe.      107 1 

154.  But  Troilus,  sin  I  no  better  may, 
And  sin  that  thus  departen  ye  and  I, 
Yet  preye  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good 

day 
A»  for  the  gentUeste,  trewely,  1075 

That  ever  I  say,  to  serven  feithAxlly, 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kepe  :* — 
And  with  that  word  she  brast  anon  to 

wepe. 

165.  'And  oertes,  yow  ne  haten  shal  I 

never. 
And  freendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of 

loSo 


me. 


And  my  good  word,  al  mighte  I  liven  ever. 
And,  trewely,  I  wolde  sory  be 
For  to  seen  yow  in  adversitee. 
And  giltelees,  I  woot  wel,  I  yow  leve ; 
But  al  shal  passe;  and  thus  take  I  my 
leve.*  1085 

156.  But  trewely,  how  longe  it  was  bi- 
twene. 

That  she  for-sook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
Tlier  is  non  auctor  telleth  it,  I  wene. 
Take  every  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede ; 
He  shal  no  terme  finden,  out  of  drede. 
For  though  that  he  bigan  to  wowe  hir 
sone,  1091 

£r  he  hir  wan,  yet  was  ther  more  to  done. 

157.  Ke  me  ne  list  this  sely  womman 
chyde 

Ferther  than  the  story  wol  devyse. 
Hir  name,  alias  !  is  publisshed  so  wyde. 
That  for  hir  gilt  it  oughte  y-now  suflyso. 
And  if  I  mighte  excuse  hir  any  wyse. 
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For  she  so  sory  was  for  hir  untrouUie, 
Y-Mria,  I  wolde  excuse  hir  yet  for  ronthe. 

158.  Thia  Troilug,  as  I  bifom  have  told, 
Thus  dryveth  forth,  as  wel  as  he  hath 

might  I  tot 

Bnt  often  was  his  herte  hoot  and  cold, 
And  namely,  that  ilke  nynthe  night, 
Which  on  the  morwe  she  hadde  him 

byhight 
To  come  ayein  :  god  wot,  ftil  litel  reste 
Hadde  he  that  night ;  no-thing  to  slepe 

himleste.  1106 

159.  The  laarer-cronned  Phebns,  with  his 
hete, 

Gan,  in  his  coarse  ay  upward  as  he  wente. 

To  warmen  of  fth'  est  see  the  wawes  wote ; 

And  Nisas  donghtor  song  with  fresh  en- 
tente, 1110 

Whan  Troilns  his  Pandare  after  sente ; 

And  on  the  walles  of  the  toun  they 
pleyde, 

To  loke  if  they  can  seenonght  of  Criseyde. 

160.  Til  it  was  noon,  they  stoden  for  to 
see 

Who  that  thor  come ;  and  eveiy  manor 
wight,  1 1 15 

That  cam  fro  fer,  they  seyden  it  was  she, 
Til  that  they  conde  knowen  him  a-right. 
Now  was  his  herte  dol,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thns  by-japed  stonden  for  to  stare 
Abonte  nought,  this  Troilus  and  Flandare. 

161.  To  Pandarus  this  Troilus  tho  seyde, 
'  For  ought  I  wot,  bi-for  noon,  sikerly, 
In-to  this  toun  ne  comth  nought  here 

Criseyde. 
She  hath  y-now  to  done,  hardily,         1 124 
To  winnen  from  hir  fador,  so  trowo  I ; 
Hir  olde  fader  wol  3ret  make  hir  dyne 
£r  that  she  gu ;  god  yeve  his  herte  P3me ! ' 

162.  Pandare  answerdo,  *  it  may  wel  be, 
oerteyn ; 

And  for-thy  lat  us  djnue,  I  thee  biseche ; 
And  after  noon  than  mayst  thou  come 

ayeyn,'  1130 

And     hoom    they    go,    with-onte    more 

speche ; 


And  oomen  ayein,  but  longe  may  they 

seche 
£r  that  th^  finde  that  they  after  cape ; 
Fortune  hem  bothe  thenketh  for  to  jape. 

168.  Quod  Troilus,  'I  see  wel  now,  that 
she  1x35 

Is  taried  with  hir  olde  fader  so, 

That  er  she  come,  it  wol  neigh  even  be. 

Com  forth,  I  wol  un-to  the  3rate  go. 

Thise  portours  been  unkonninge  ever-mo ; 

And  I  wol  doon  hem  holden  up  the  yate 

As  nought  ne  were,  al-though  she  come 
late.'  1 141 

164.  The  day  goth  faste,  and  after  that 
comth  eve. 

And  yet  com  nought  to  Troilus  Criseyde. 
He  loketh  forth  by  hegge,  by  tree,  by 

greve. 
And  fer  his  heed  over  the  wal  he  leyde. 
And  at  the  laste  he  tomed  him,  and 

seyde,  1146 

*  By  god,  I  woot  hir  mening  now,  Pandare ! 
Al-most,  y-wis,  al  newe  was  my  care. 

165.  Now  douteles,  this  lady  can  hir 
good; 

I  woot,  she  meneth  ryden  prively.       1 150 
I  comende  hir  wysdom,  by  myn  hood  ! 
She  wol  not  maken  peple  nycely 
Gkiure  on  hir,  whan    she   comth ;    bnt 

softely 
By  nighte  in>to  the  toun  she  thenketh 

ryde. 
And,  dere  brother,  thenk  not  longe  t' 

abyde.  1 155 

166.  We  han  nought  elles  for  to  doon, 
y-wis. 

And  Pandarus,  now  woltow  trowen  me  ? 
Have  here  my  trouthe,  I  see  hir !  yond 

she  is. 
Heve  up  thyn  eyon,  man !  maystow  not 

sec?' 
Pandare  answerde,  '  nay,  so  mote  I  thee  ! 
Al  wrong,  by  god ;  what  seystow,  man, 

wherart?  1161 

That  I  see  yond  nis  but  a  fare-cart.' 

167.  '  Alias,  thou  seist  right  sooth,'  quod 
Troilus ; 

*  But  hardely,  it  is  not  al  for  nought  1 164 
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That  in  mjn  herte  I  now  rejoyse  thus. 
It  is  ayein  som  good  I  have  a  thought. 
Noot  I  not  how,  but    sin    that  I  was 

wTonghtf 
Ke  felt«  I  Bwich  a  confort,  dar  I  seye ; 
She  comth  to-night,  my  lyf,  that  dorste 

I  leye ! ' 

* 

168.  Pandare  answerde,  *  it  may  be  wel, 
y-nough';  "7" 

And  held  with  him  of  al  that  ever  he 

seyde ; 
But  in  h.is  herte  he  thoughte,  and  softe 

lough, 
And  to  him-self  ful  sobrely  he  seyde  : 
*  From  haael-wode,  ther  Joly  Hobin  pleyde, 
Shal  come    al   that  that  thou  abydest 

here;  "75 

Ye,  fare-wel  al  the  snow  of  feme  yere !  * 

169.  The  wardein  of  the  yates  gan  to  calle 
The  folk  which  that  with-oute  the  yates 

were, 
And  bcMl  hem  dryren  in  hir  bestes  aUe, 
Or  al  the  night  they  moste  bleven  there. 
And  fer  with-in  the  night,  with  many 

atere,  "8i 

This  Troilus  gan  hoomward  for  to  lyde  ; 
For  wel  he  seeth  it  helpeth  nought  t'a- 

byde. 

170    But  natheles,  he  gladded  him  in  this ; 
He  thoughte  he  misacounted  hadde  his 

day,  "85 

And  seyde,  *  I  understonde  have  al  a-mis. 
For  thilke  night  I  last  Criseyde  say, 
She  seyde,  *^  I  shal  ben  here,  if  that  I 

may, 
Er  that  the  mone,  0  dere  herte  swete ! 
The  Lyon  i)asse,  out  of  this  Ariete."    11 90 

171.  For  which  she  may  yet  liolde  al  hir 

biheste.' 
And  on  the  morwe  un-to  the  yate  he 

wente. 
And  up  and  down,  by  west  and  eek  by 

este, 
Up-on  the  waUes  made  he  many  a  wente. 
But  al  for  nought ;  his  hope  alwoy  Mm 

blente;  "95 


For  which  at  night,  in  sorwe  and  sykes 

sore 
He   wente    him    hoom,  with-outen  any 

more. 

172.  This  hope  al  clone  out  of  his  herte 

fiedde, 
He  nath  wher-on  now  lenger  for  to  honge ; 
But  for  the  peyne  him  thoughte  his  herte 

bledde,  "oo 

So  were  histhrowes  sharpe  and  wonder 

stronge. 
For  when  he  saugh  that  she  abood  so 

longe, 
He  niste  what  he  juggen  of  it  mighte, 
Sin  she  hath  broken  that  she  him  bi- 

highte. 

178.  The  thridde,  ferthe,  fifte,  sixte  day 
After  tho  dayes  ten,  of  which  I  tolde, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  drede  his  herte  lay, 
Yet  som-what  trustinge  on  hir  hestesolde. 
But  whan  he  saugh  she  nolde  hir  terme 

holde, 
He  can  now  seen  non  other  remodye,  laio 
But  for  to  shape  him  sone  for  to  dye. 

174.  Ther-with  the  wikked  spirit,  god  us 
blesse, 

Which  that  men  clei)eth  wode  jalousye, 
Gan  in  him  crepe,  in  al  this  hevinesse ; 
For  which,  by-cause  he  wolde  sone  dye. 
He  ne  eet  ne  dronk,  for  his  malencolye, 
And  eek  from  every  company^  he  fledde  ; 
This  was  the  l3rf  that  al  the  tyme  he 
ledde. 

175.  He  so  defet  was,  that  no  maner  man 
Unnethe  mighte  him    knowe    ther    he 

wente ;  1220 

So  was  he  lene,  and  ther-to  pale  and  wan, 
And  feble,  that  he  walketh  by  potente ; 
And  with  liis  ire  he    thus    him-selven 

shente. 
And  who-so  axed  him  wher-of  him  smerte. 
He  seyde,  his  harm  was  al  aboute  his 

herte.  "^5 

176.  Pryamful  ofte,  and  eek  his  moder 
dere, 

HLb  bretheren  and  his  snstren  gonne  him 
freyne 
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Why  he  00  Borwful  -was  in  al  his  chore, 
And  what  thing  was  the  cause  of  al  his 

I)eyne? 
But  al  for  noug^ht;  he  nolde  his  cause 

pleyne,  1230 

But  seyde,  he  felte  a  grevous  maladye 
A-boute  his  herte,  and  fayn  he  vroldo  dye. 

177   So  on  a  day  he  leyde  him  doun  to 

slepe, 
And   so    bifel    that    in    his    sleep  him 

thoughte, 
That  in  a  forest  faste  he  welk  to  wepe  1255 
For  love  of  hir  that  him  these  pejmes 

wroughte ; 
And  up  and  doun  as  he  the  forest  soughte, 
He  mette  he  sangh  a  boor  -with  tuskes 

grete, 
That  sleep  ayein  the  bright  sonnes  hete. 

178.  And  by  this  boor,  faste  in  his  armes 
folde,  1240 

Lay  kissing  ay  his  lady  bright  Criseyde : 
For  sorwe  of  which,   whan  he  it   gan 

biholde, 
And  for  despyt,  out  of  his  slepe  hebreyde. 
And  loude  he  cryde  on  Pandarus,  and 

seyde, 
*0  Pandarus,  now  knowe   I  crop  and 

rote!  1245 

I  nam  but  deed,  ther  nis  non  other  bote  I 

179.  My  lady  bright  Criseyde  hath  me 
bitrayed, 

In  whom  I  trusted  most  of  any  wight. 
She    elles-where    hath    now    hir    herte 

apayed ; 
The  blisful   goddes,    through  hir  grete 

might,  1250 

Han  in  my  dreem  y-shewed  it  fhl  right. 
Thus  in    my    dreem    Criseyde    I    have 

biholde'— 
And  al  this  thing  to  Pandarus  he  tolda 

180.  '  O  my  Criseyde,  alias!  what  subtil- 
tee, 

What  newe  lust,  what  beautee,  what 
science,  1 355 

What  wratthe  of  juste  cause  have  ye  to 
me? 

What  gilt  of  me,  what  fel  experience 

Hath  fro  me  raft,  alias !  thyn  advertence? 


0  trust,  O  feyth,  O  depe  asfioraunoe, 
Who  hath  me  refb  Criseyde,  al  my  ple- 

saunoe  ?  1260 

181.  Alias !  why  leet  I  you  from  hennes 

For  which  wel  neigh  out  of  my  wit  I 

breyde? 
Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes  mo  ? 
God  wot  I  wende,  O  lady  bright,  Criseyde, 
That  every  word  was  gospel  that  ye  seyde ! 
But  who  may  bet  bigylen,  if  him  liste,  1266 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weneth  best  to 

triste? 

182.  What  shal  I  doon,  my  Pandarus, 
alias ! 

1  fele  now  so  sharpe  a  newe  peyne, 
Sin  that  ther  is  no  remedie  in  this  cas, 
Tliat  bet  were  it  I  with    myn  hondes 

tweyne  1271 

My-eelven  slow,  than  alweythusto  plejnie. 
For  through  my  deeth  my  wo  sholde  han 

an  ende, 
Ther  every  day  with  lyf  my-self  I  shende,* 

188.  Pandare  answerde  and  seyde,  *  alias 
the  why le  1275 

That  I  was  bom ;  have  I  not  seyd  er  this. 

That  dremes  many  a  maner  man  bigyle? 

And  why?  for  folk  expounden  hem  a-mis. 

How  darstow  seyn  that  fals  thy  lady  is, 

For  any  dreem,  right  for  thyn  owene 
drede?  1280 

Lat  be  this  thought,  thou  canst  no  dremes 
rede. 

184.  Paraunter,  ther  thou  dremest  of  this 

boor. 
It  may  so  be  that  it  may  signifye 
Hir  fader,  which  that  old  is  and  eek  hoor, 
Ayein  the  sonne  lyth,  on  poynt  to  dye,  1285 
And  she  for  sorwe  ginneth  wepe  and  crye. 
And  kisseth  him,  ther  he  lyth  on  the 

grounde ; 
Thus  shuldestow  thy  dreem  a-right  ex- 

pounde.' 

186.  'How  mighte  I  thanne   do?*  quod 

Troilus, 
*■  To  knowe  of  this,  ye,  were  it  never  so 

lyte?*  1290 
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^  Now  leystow  wysly,*  qnod  thisPandanu, 
'My  reed  is  this,   sin  thou  canst  -wel 

endyte, 
That  hastely  a  lettre  thou  hir  wryte, 
Thomg^h  which  thou  shalt  wel  hringen  it 

abonte, 
To  knowe  a  sooth  of  that  thou  art  in 

donte.  1295 

186.  And  see  now  why ;  for  this  I  dar  wel 
aeyn, 

That  if  BO  18  that  she  nntrewe  he, 
I  can  not  trowe  that  she  wol  wryte  ayeyn. 
And  if  she  wryte,  thou  shalt  f al  sone  see, 
As  whether  she  hath  any  libertee       1300 
To  come  ayein,  or  elles  in  som  clause, 
If  she  be  let,  she  wol  assigne  a  cause. 

187.  Thou  hast  not  writen  hir  sin  that 
she  wente, 

Nor  she  to  thee,  and  this  I  dorste  leye, 
Ther  may  swich  cause  been  in  hir  en- 
tente, 1305 
That  hardely  thou  wolt  thy-selven  seye. 
That  hir  a-bood  the  beste  is  for  yow  tweye. 
Now  wryte  hir  thanne,  and  thou  shalt 

fele  sone 
A  sothe  of  al;  ther  is  no  more  to  done.' 

188.  Aoorded  been  to  this  conclusioun,  13 10 
And  that  anoon,  these  Uke  lordes  two  ,* 
And  hastely  sit  Troilus  adoun. 

And  roUeth  in  his  herte  to  and  fro. 
How  he  may  best  disciyven  hir  his  wo. 
And  to  Criseyde,  his  owene  lady  dere,  1315 
He  wroot  right  thus,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 
here. 

188.  *  Bight  fresshe  flour,  whos  I  have 

been  and  shal, 
With-outen  part  of  elles-where  servyse. 
With  herte,  body,  lyf,  lust,  thought,  and 

alj 
I,  woftd  wight,  in  every  humble  wyse  1320 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  devyse. 
As  ofte  as  matere  occupyeth  place, 
Me  recomaunde  un-to  your  noble  grace. 

190.  lorketh  it  3row  to  witen,  swete  herte, 
As  ye  wel  knowe  how  longe  tyme  agoon 
That  ye  me  lafte  in  aspre  peynes  smerte, 


Whan  that  ye  wente,  of  whi(3h  yet  bote 
noon  1337 

Have  I  non  had,  but  ever  wers  bigoon 
Fro  day  to  day  am  I,  and  so  mot  dwelle, 
While  it  yow  list,  of  wele  and  wo  my 
welle !  1330 

191.  For  which  to   yow,   with    dredful 
herte  trewe, 

I  wryte,  as  he  that  sorwe  dryfbh  to  wryte, 
My  wo,  that  every  houre  enoreseth  newe, 
Compleyninge  as  I  dar  or  can  endyte. 
And  that  defaced  is,  that  may  ye  wyte  1335 
The  teres,  which  that  fro  myn  eyen  reyne, 
That  wolde  speke,  if  that  they  coude,  and 
pleyne. 

192.  Yow  first  biseche  I,  that  your  eyen 
dere 

To  look  on  this  defouled  ye  not  holde  ; 
And  over  al  this,  that  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wol  vouche-sauf  this  lettre  to  biholde.  i>4i 
And  by  the  cause  eek  of  my  cares  colde, 
That  ^eeth  my  wit,  if  ought  amis  mo 

asterte, 
For-yeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte. 

198.  If  any  servant  dorste  or  oughte  of 

right  1345 

Up-on  his  lady  pitously  compleyne. 
Than  wene  I,  that  ioh  oughte  be  that 

wight. 
Considered  this,  that  ye  these  monthes 

tweyne 
Han  taried,  ther   ye    seyden,  sooth   to 

seyne. 
But  dayes  ten  yenolde  in  ost  sojoume,  1350 
But  in  two  monthes  yet  ye  not  retouma 

194.  But  for-as-muohe  as  me  mot  nedes 
lyke 

Al  that  yow  list,  I  dar  not  plejme  more, 
But  humblely  with  sorwful  sykes  vyke  ; 
Yow  wryte  ich  myn  unreety  sorwes  sore. 
Pro  day  to  day  de^yring  ever-more      1356 
To  knowen  fully,  if  your  wil  it  were. 
How  ye  han  ferd  and  doon,  whyl  ye  be 
there. 

195.  The  whos  wel-fare  and  hele  eek  god 
encresse  1359 

In  honour  swich,  that  upward  in  degree 


3i8 


^votAie  Ml  £:rt0e^be« 


[BookV. 


It  growe  alwey,  so  that  it  never  cease ; 
Bight  OB  your  herte  ay  can,  my  lady  free, 
Devyse,  I  prey  to  god  so  mote  it  be. 
And  grannte  it  that  ye  sone  ni>-on  me 

rewe 
As  wisly  as  in  al  I  am  yow  trewe.        1365 

196.  And  if  yow  lyketh  knowen  of  the  fare 
Of  mo,  whos  wo  ther  may  no  wight  dis- 

cryve, 
I  can  no  more  but,  cheste  of  every  care, 
At  wrytinge  of  this  lettre  I  was  on-Iyve, 
Al  redy  out  my  wofal  gost  to  dry ve ;  1370 
Wliich  I  delaye,  and  holde  him  yet  in 

honde. 
Upon  the  sight  of  matere  of  your  sonde. 

197. .  Myn  eyen  two,  in  veyn  with  which 

Of  sorweful  teres  salte  am  waxen  welles ; 
My  song,  in  pleynte  of  myn  adversitee ; 
Hy  good  in  harm ;  myn  ese  eek  waxen 

helle  is.  1376 

Ky  joye,  in  wo ;  I  can  sey  yow  nought 

elles, 
But  turned  is,  for  which  my  lyf  I  warie, 
Everich  joye  or  ese  in  his  contrarie. 

196.  Which  with  your    cominge   hoom 

ayein  to  Troye  1380 

Ye  may  redresse,  and,  more  a  thousand 

sythe 
Than  ever  ich  haddo,  encresen  in  me  joye. 
For  was  ther  never  herte  yet  so  blythe 
To  han  his  lyf,  as  I  shal  been  as  swythe 
As  I  yow  see ;   and,  though  no  maner 

routhe  1385 

Ck>mmeve   yow.  yet   thinketh    on   your 

trouthe. 

1C9.  And  if  so  be  my  gilt   hath  deeth 

deserved. 
Or  if  you  list  no  more  up-on  me  see, 
In  guerdon  yet  of  that  I  have  you  served, 
Biseche  I  yow,  mjoi  hertes  lady  free,  1390 
That  here-upon  ye  wolden  wryte  me. 
For  love  of  god,  my  righte  lode-sterre, 
Ther  deeth  may  make  an  onde  of  al  my 

werre. 

200.  If  other  cause  aught  doth  yow  for  to 
dwelle,  1394 

That  with  your  lettre  ye  me  reoomforte ; 


For  though  to  me  your  absence  is  an  helle. 
With  i>acience  I  wol  my  wo  comporte. 
And  with    your   lettre   of   hope   I  wol 

desporte. 
Now  wryteth,  swete,  and  lat  me  thus  not 

pleyne; 
With  hope,  or  deeth,  dellvereth  me  fro 

peyne.  1400 

201.  Y-wis,  myn  owene  dere  herte  trewe, 
I  woot  that,  whan  ye  next  up-on  me  see, 
So  lost  have  I  myn  hele  and  eek  myn  hewe, 
Criseyde  shal  nought  conne  knowe  me ! 
Y-wis,  myn  hertes  day,  my  lady  free,  1405 
So  thursteth  ay  myn  herte  to  biholde 
Yourbeautce,  that  my  lyf  unnethe  I  holde. 

202.  I  sey  no  more,  al  have  I  for  to  seye 
To  you  wel  more  than  I  telle  may ;  1409 
But  whether  that  ye  do  me  live  or  deye. 
Yet  pray  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good  day. 
And  fareth  wel,  goodly  fayro  fresshe  may, 
As  ye  that  lyf  or  deeth  me  may  oomaunde ; 
And  to  your  trouthe  ay  I  me  recomaunde 

208.  With  hele  swich  that,  but  ye  yeven 
me  1415 

The  same  hele,  I  shal  noon  hele  have. 
In  you  lyth,  whan  yow  list  that  it  so  be, 
The  day  in  which  me  clothen  shal  my 

grave. 
In  yow  my  lyf,  in  yow  might  for  to  save 
He  from  disese  of  alle  peynes  smerte  ;  1420 
And  fare  now  wel,  myn  owene  swete  herte ! 

Le  vostre  T.' 

204.    This  lettre  forth  was  sent    un-to 

Criseyde, 
Of  which  hir  answere  in  effect  was  this ; 
Ful  pitously  she  wroot  ayein,  and  seyde. 
That  al-so  sone  as  that  she  might,  y-wis. 
She  wolde  come,  and  mendo  al  that  was 

mis.  1436 

And  fynally  she  wroot  and  seyde  him 

thanne, 
She  wolde  come,  ye,  but  she  niste  whanne. 

206.  But  in  hir  lettre  made  she  swich 

festes. 
That  wonder  was.  and  swereth  she  loveth 

him  best,  1430 

Of  which  he  fond  but  botmelees  bihestes. 
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Bnt  Troilna,  thon  mayst  now,  est  or  west, 
Pype  in  an  ivy  leef,  if  that  thee  lest ; 
Thus  gooth  the  world ;  god  shilde  ns  fro 

mischannce, 
And  eveiy  wight  that  meneth  tronthe 

avaunce !  H5S 

206.  Encresen  gan  the  wo  &o  day  to  night 
Of  Troilns,  for  taryinge  of  Criseyde ; 
And.  lessen  gan  his  hope  and  eek  his 

might, 
For  which  al  donn  he  in  his  bed  him 

leyde ; 
He  ne  eet,  ne  dronk,  ne  sleep,  ne  word  he 

seyde,  1440 

Imagininge  ay  that  she  was  nnkinde ; 
For  whioh  wel  neigh  he  wez  out  of  his 

minde. 

207.  This  dreem,  of  which  I  told  have  eek 
bifom, 

Kay  never  come  ont  of  his  remembrannce ; 
He  thonghte  ay  wel  he  hadde  his  lady 

lorn,  1445 

And  that  Joves,  of  his  pnrveyannce, 
Him  shewed  liadde  in  sleep  the  signifi- 

annce 
Of  hir  nntronthe  and  his  disaventnre, 
And  that  the  boor  was  shewed  him  in 

figare. 

208.  For  which  he  for  Sibille  his  snster 
sente,  1450 

That  called  wns  Cassandre  eek  al  abonte  ; 
And  al  his  dreem  he  tolde  hir  er  he  stente, 
And  hir  bisonghte  assoilen  him  the  donte 
Of  the  stronge  boor,  with  tnskes  stonte  ; 
And  fynaUy,  with-inne  a  litel  stonnde, 
Cassandre  him  gan  right  thns  his  dreem 
expoande.  1456 

200.  She  gan  first  smyle,  and  seyde,  'O 

brother  dere. 
If  thou  a  sooth  of  this  desyrest  kiiowe, 
Thon  most  a  fewe  of  olde  stories  here, 
To  pnrpos,  how  that  fortune  over-throwe 
Hath  lordes  olde ;  through  which,  with- 
inne  a  throwe,  1461 
Thou  wel  this  boor  shalt  knowe,  and  of 

what  kinde 
He  oomen  is,  as  men  in  bokes  flnda 


210.  Diane,  which  that  wrooth  was  and  in 
ire 

For  Grekes  nolde  doon  hir  sacrifyse,  1465 
Ke  enoens  up-on  hir  auter  sette  a-fyre, 
She,  for  that  Orekes  gonne  hir  so  dispyse, 
Wrak  hir  in  a  wonder  cruel  wysa 
For  with  a  boor  as  greet  as  oxe  in  stalle 
She  made  up  frete  hir  com  and  vynes  alle. 

211.  To  slee  this  boor  was  al  the  con  tree 
reysed,  1471 

A-monges  which  ther  com,  this  boor  to  see, 
A  mayde,   oon  of  this  world  the    best 

y-preysed ; 
And  Keleagre,  lord  of  that  con  tree, 
He  lovede  so  this  fresshe  mayden  free  1475 
That  with  his  manhod,  er  he  wolde  stente, 
This  boor  he  slow,  and  hir  the  heed  he 

sente; 

212.  Of  which,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  us, 
Ther  roos  a  contek  and  a  greet  envye  ; 
And  of  this  lord  descended  l^deus      14S0 
By  ligne,  or  dies  olde  bokes  lye ; 

But  how  this  Keleagre  gan  to  dye 
Thomgh  his  moder,  wol  I  yow  not  telle, 
For  al  to  long  it  were  for  to  dwelle.' 


[Argurnent  <nfthe  12  Books  ct/ Statins' 
Thebais.] 

Associat  proibgam  Tideo  primus  Polimi- 

tem; 
Tidea  legatum  docet  insidiasque  aecundtis ; 
Tercius  Hemoniden  canit  et  vates  lati- 

tantes; 
Quartua  habet  reges  ineuntes  prelia  sep- 

tem;  4 

Kox  furie  Lenne  quinio  narratur  et  anguis ; 
Archimori  bustum  sexto  ludique  leguntur ; 
Dat    Graios   Thebes  et  vatem    a^timtis 

vmbris ; 
Octatu)  cecidit  Tideus,  spes,  vita  Pelasgis ; 
Ypomedon   nono   moritur    cum  Partho- 

nopeo ;  9 

Folmine    percussus,     dedmo     Capaneus 

snperatur ; 
Vndecimo    sese    perimunt    per    vulnera 

fratres; 
Argiuam    flentem    narrat    duodenus   et 

ignem.  la 
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213.  Sho  tolda  eek  how  lyieus,  er  elie 
Bt  ente,  i4^5 

Un-to  the  stronge  citee  of  Thebes, 
To  cleyme  kingdom  of  the  citee,  wente, 
For  his  felawe,  dann  Polyxnites, 
Of  which  the  brother,  daun  Ethyocles, 
Ful    wrongfully    of   Thebes    held    the 
streugthe ;  1490 

This  tolde  she  by  prooes,  al  by  lengthe. 

214.  She toldeeek  how  Hemonides  asterte, 
WhanTydeus  slough  fifty  knightes  stoute. 
She  tolde  eek  al  the  prophesyes  by  herte, 
And  how  that  sevene  kinges,  with  hir 

route,  <495 

Bisegeden  the  citee  al  abonte ; 
And  of  the  holy  serpent,  and  the  welle, 
And  of  the  furies,  al  she  gan  him  telle. 

215.  Of  Archimoris   buryinge    and    the 
pleyes, 

And   how  Amphioraz   fil   through    the 
grounde,  1500 

How  Tydeus  was  slayn,  lord  of  Argeyes, 
And  how  Ypomedoun  in  litel  stounde 
Was   dreynt,  and   deed   Piarthonope  of 

wounde ; 
And  also  how  Cappanfios  the  pronde 
With  thonder-dint  was  slayn,  that  cryde 
loude.  1505 

216.  She  gan  eek  telle  hun  how  that 
either  brother, 

Ethyocles  and  Polimyte  also, 
At  a  scarmyche,  eche  of  hem  slough  other, 
And  of  Argyves  wepinge  and  hir  wo ; 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  tolde 
eek  tho,  1510 

And  so  descendeth  doun  from  gestes  olde 
To  Diomede,  and  thus  she  spak  and  tolde. 

217.  *  This  ilke  boor  bitokneth  Diomede, 
Tydeus  sone,  that  doun  descended  is 
Fio  Meleagre,  that  made  the   boor  to 

blede.  1515 

And  thy  lady,  wher-so  she  be,  y-wis, 
This  Diomede  hir  herte  hath,  and  she  hi& 
Weep  if  thou  wolt,  or  leef ;  for,  out  of 

doute, 
This  Diomede  is  inne,  and  thou  art  onto.' 


218.  'Thou  seyst  nat  sooth,'  quod  he, 
'  thou  sorceresse, 

With  al  thy  false  goost  of  prophesye !  152 1 
Thou  wenest  been  a  greet  devyneresse  ; 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fantaifye 
Peyneth  hir  on  ladyes  for  to  lye  ? 
Awey,'  quod  he,  'ther  Joves  yeve  thee 

sorwe !  15*5 

Thou  shalt  be  fals,  paraiinter,  yet  to- 

morwe ! 

219.  As  welthou  mightest  lyen  on  Alceste, 
That  was  of  creatures,  but  men  lye, 
That  ever  weren,  kindest  and  the  beste. 
For  whanne  hir  housbonde  was  in  ju- 

partye  1530 

To  dye  him-self,  but-if  she  wolde  dye, 
She    chees  for  him  to   dye  and  go  to 

helle, 
And  starf  anoon,  as  us  the  bokes  telle.' 

220.  Cassandre  gotli,  and  he  with  cruel 
herte  1534 

For-yat  his  wo,  for  angre  of  hir  speohe ; 
And  from  his  bed  al  sodeinly  he  sterte, 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  y-mad  a 
leche.  1537 

And  day  by  day  he  gan  enquere  and  seche 
A  sooth  of  this,  with  al  his  fulle  cure ; 
And  thus  he  dryeth  forth  his  aventure. 

221.  Fortune,  whiche  that  permutacioun 
Of  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  hir  committed 
Through  purveyaunce  and  disposicioun 
Of  heighe  Jove,  as  regnes  shal  ben  flitted 
Fro  folk  in  folk,  or  whan  they  shal  ben 

smitted,  1545 

Qbjx  puUe  awey  the  fetheres  brighte  of 

Troye 
Fxo  day  to  day,  tH  they  ben  bare  of  joye. 

222.  Among  al  this,  the  fyn  of  the  pcuodie 
Of  Ector  gan  approchen  wonder  blyve ; 
The  fate  wolde  his  soule  sholde  unbodie, 
And  shajMn  hadde  a  mene  it  out  to  dryve ; 
Ayeins  which  fate  him  helpeth  not  to 

stryve ;  1552 

But  on  a  day  to  fighten  gan  he  wende, 
At  which,  aUas!   he  caughte  his  lyves 

ende. 
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823.  For  which  me  thinketh  every  maner 

vright  1555 

That  hannteth  armes  oaghte  to  biwayle 
The  deeth  of  him  that  was   so    noble 

a  knight; 
For  ag  he  drongh  a  king  by  th'aventf^le, 
Unwar  of  this,  Aohillee  through  the  mayle 
And  through  the  body  gan  him  for  to 

Tyve;  1560 

And  thus  tliis  worthy  knight  was  brought 

of  lyve. 

224.  For  whom,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  ns, 
Was  maad  swich  wo,  that  tonge  it  may 

not  telle ; 
And  namely,  the  sorwe  of  Troilns,       1564 
That  next  him  was  of  worthinesse  weUe. 
And  in  this  wo  gan  Troilns  to  dwelle, 
That,  what  for  sorwe,  and  lore,  and  for 

nnreste, 
Fnl  ofte  a  day  he  bad  his  herte  breste. 

225.  But  natheles,  though  he  gan  him 
dispe3rre,  ^S^ 

And  dradde  ay  that  his  lady  was  nntrewe, 
Tet  ay  on  hir  his  herte  gan  repesrre. 
And  as  these  loyeres  doon,  he  songhte  ay 

newe 
To  get«  oyein  Criseyde,  bright  of  hewe. 
And  in  his  herte  he  wente  hir  excnsinge, 
That  Calkas  cansede  al  hir  taryinge.   1575 

226.  And  ofte  tyme  he  was  in  pnrpos 
grete 

Him-seWen  lyk  a  pilgrim  to  disgyse, 
To  seen  hir ;  bat  he  may  not  contrefete 
To  been  nnknowen  of  folk  that  weren 

■wysot  »579 

Ke  flnde  excuse  aright  that  may  suflpyse, 
If  he  among  the  Orekes  knowen  were ; 
For  which  he  weep  fnl  ofle  many  a  tere. 

227.  To  hir  he  wroot  yet  ofte  tjrme  al 
newe 

Fnl  pitously,  he  lefte  it  nought  for  slouthe, 
Biseching  hir  that,  sin  that  he  was  trewe, 
f  She  wolde  come  ayein  and  holde  hir 

tronthe.  1586 

For  whioh   Criseyde   up-on   a  day,  for 

routhe, 
I  take  it  so,  touchinge  al  this  matere, 
Wrot  him  ayein,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 

here. 


228.  *  Cnpydes  sone,  ensample  of  goodli- 
hede,  1590 

0  swerd  of  knighthod,  sours  of  gentilesse ! 
How  mighte  a  wight  in  torment  and  in 

drede 
And  helelees,  yow  sende  as  yet  gladnesse? 

1  hertelees,  I  syke,  I  in  distresse  ;  1594 
Sin  ye  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  may  dele, 
Yow  neither  sende  ioh  herte  may  nor  hele. 

229.  Your  lettres  fid,  the  papir  al  y- 
pl^ynted, 

Conseyred  hath  myn  hertes  pifitee ; 
I  have  eek  seyn  with  teres  al  depeynted 
Your  lettre,  and  how  that  ye  requeren  me 
To  come  ayein,  which  yet  ne  mi^^  not  be. 
But  why,  lest  that  this  lettre  founden 
were,  1603 

No  mencioun  ne  make  I  now,  for  fere. 

230.  Grevous  to  me,  god  woot,  is  your 
unreste. 

Your  haste,  and  that,  the  goddes  or- 
denaunce,  1605 

It  semeth  not  ye  take  it  for  the  beste. 

Nor  other  thing  nis  in  yotir  remem- 
braunce. 

As  thinketh  me,  but  only  your  plesaunce. 

But  beth  not  wrooth,  and  that  I  yow 
biseohe ;  1609 

For  that  I  tarie,  is  al  for  wikked  speche. 

231.  For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I 
wende, 

Touchinge  us  two,  how  thinges  han  y- 

stonde ; 
Which  I  shal  with  dissimulinge  amende. 
And  beth  nought  wrooth,  I  have    eek 

understonde,  1614 

How  ye  ne  doon  but  holden  me  in  honde. 
But  now  no  fors,  I  can  not  in  yow  gesse 
But  alle  trouthe  and  alle  gentilesse. 

282.  Comen  I  wol,  bnt  yet  in  swich  dis- 

joynte 
I  stonde  as  now,  that  what  yeer  or  what 

day 
That  this  shal  be,  that  can  I  not  apoynte. 
But  in  effect,  I  prey  yow,  as  I  may,    1621 
Of  your  good  word  and  of  your  frendship 

ay. 
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For  trewely,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may  dure, 
As  for  a  freend.  ye  may  in  me  assure. 

283.  Yet  preye  I  yow  on  yvei  ye  ne  take, 
Tliat  it  is  short  which  that  I  to  yow 

wryte ;  1626 

I  dar  not,  ther  I  am,  wel  lettres  make. 
Xe  never  yet  ne  ooude  I  wel  endyte. 
£ek  greet  effect  men  wryte  in  place  lyte. 
Th'entente  is  al,  and  nought  the  lettres 

space ;  1630 

And  fareth  now  wel,  god  have  yon  in  his 

grace! 

La  vostre  C 

234.  This  Troilns  this  lettre  thoughte  al 
stranhge, 

WTian  he  it  saugh,  and  sorwefnlly  he 

sighte ; 
Him    thonghte    it    lyk    a    kalendes    of 

channge ; 
But  fynally,  he  ful  ne  trowen  mighte  1635 
That  she  ne  wolde  him  holden  that  she 

highte; 
For  with  ful  yvel  wil  list  him  to  leve 
That  loveth  wel,  in  swich  cas,  though 

him  greve. 

235.  But  natheles,  men  seyn  that,  at  the 
laste,  1639 

For  any  thing,  men  shal  the  sothe  see ; 
And  swich  a  cas  bitidde,  and  that  as  faste, 
That  Troilus  wel  understood  that  she 
Nas  not  so  kinde  as  that  hir  ought«  be. 
And  fjTially,  he  woot  now,  out  of  doute. 
That  al  is  lost  that  he  hath  been  aboute. 

236.  Stood  on  a  day  in  his  malenoolye  1646 
This  Troilus,  and  in  suspeoionn 

Of  hir  for  whom  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
And  so  bifel,  that  through-out  Troye  toun. 
As  was  the  gyse,  y-bore  was  up  and  doun 
A  manor  cote-armure,  as  seyth  the  stone, 
Biforn  Deiphebe,  in  signe  of  his  victorie, 

237.  The  whiche  cote,  as  telleth  Lollius, 
Deiphebe  it  hadde  y-rent  from  Diomede 
The  same  day ;  and  whan  this  Troilus  1655 
It  saugh,  he  gan  to  taken  of  it  hede, 
Avysing  of  the  lengthe  and  of  the  brede, 
And  al  the  werk ;  but  as  he  gan  biholde, 
Ful  sodeinly  his  herte  gan  to  colde. 


238.  As  he  that  on  the  coler  fond  with- 
inne  ,660 

A  broche,  that  he  Criseyde  yaf  that  morwe 
That  she  from  Troye  moste  nedes  twinne, 
In  remembraunce  of  him  and  of  his  sorwe ; 
And  she  him  leyde  ayein  hir  feyth  to 
borwe  1664 

To  kepe  it  ay ;  but  now,  fVil  wel  he  wiste, 
His  lady  nas  no  lenger  on  to  triste. 

289.  He  gooth  him  hoom,  and  gan  ful 

sone  sonde 
For  Pandarus ;  and  al  this  newe  chaunce, 
And  of  this  broche,  he  tolde  him  word 

and  ende,  1669 

Compleyninge  of  hir  hertes  vaiiaunce. 
His  longe  love,  his  trouthe,  and  his  pen- 

aunce ; 
And  after  deeth,  with-outen  wordes  more, 
Ful  faste  he  cryde,  his  reste  him  to  restore. 

240.  Than  spak  he  thus,  'O  lady  myn 
Criseyde, 

Wher  is  your  feyth,  and  wher  is  your 

biheste  ?  1675 

Wher  is  your  love,  wher  is  your  tiouthe  ? ' 

he  seyde ; 
•  Of  Diomede  have  ye  now  al  this  feste ! 
Alias,  I  wolde  have  trowed  at  the  leste. 
That,  sin  ye  nolde  in  trouthe  to  me  stonde. 
That  ye  thus  nolde  han  holden  me  in 
honde !  1680 

241.  Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes 
mo? 

Alias,  I  never  wolde  han  wend,  er  this, 
That  ye,  Criseyde,  coude  han  chaunged  so ; 
Ne,  but  I  hadde  a-gilt  and  doon  amis,  1684 
So  cruel  wende  I  not  your  herte,  y-wis, 
To  slee  me  thus;   alias,  your  name  of 

trouthe 
Is  now  for-doon,  and  that  is  al  my  routhe. 

242.  Was  ther  non  other  broche  yow  liste 
lete 

To  feffe  with  your  newe  love,'  quod  he,  1689 
'  But  thilke  broche  that  I,  with  teres  wete, 
Yow  yaf,  as  for  a  remembraunce  of  me  ? 
Non  other  cause,  alias,  ne  hadde  ye 
But  for  despyt,  and  eek  for  that  ye  mente 
Al-outrely  to  shewen  your  entente ! 
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248.  Through  which  I  see  that  dene  ont 
of  your  minde  1 695 

Ye  han  me  cast,  and  I  ne  can  nor  nuty, 
For  al  this  world,  with-in  myn.  hert«  finde 
T  Tinloven  yow  a  qnarter  of  a  day ! 
In  cursed  tyme  I  bom  was,  weylaway  ! 
That  ye,  that  doon  me  al  this  wo  endure. 
Yet  love  I  best  of  any  creature.  1 701 

244.  Now  god,'  quod  he,  'me  seude  yet 
the  grace 

That  I  may  meten  with  this  Diomede  ! 
And  trewely,  if  I  have  might  and  space, 
Yet  shal  I  make,  I  hope,  his  sydes  blede. 

0  god,'  quod  he, '  that  oughtest  taken  hede 
To  fortheren    trouthe,  and  wronges  to 

punyce,  1707 

Why  niltow  doon  a  vengeaunce  on  this 
vyce? 

245.  O  Pandare,   that  in  dremes  for  to 
triste 

Me  blamed  hast,  and  wont  art  ofte  up- 

breyde,  1710 

Now  maystow  see  thy-selve,  if  that  thee 

list«. 
How  trewe  is  now  thy  nece,  bright  Cri- 

seyde ! 
In  sondry  formes,  god  it  woot,'  he  seyde, 
*  The  goddes  shewen  bothe  joye  and  tene 
In  slepe,  and  by  my  dreme  it  is  now  sene. 

246.  And     certaynly,     with-oute    more 
speche,  1716 

From  hennes-forth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
Myn  owene  deeth  in  armes  wol  I  seche ; 

1  recche  not  how  sone  be  the  day ! 

But  trewely,  Criseyde,  swete  may,       1720 
Whom  I  have  ay  with  al  my  might  y- 

served. 
That  ye  thus  doon,   I  have  it  nought 

deserved.' 

247.  This  Fandarus,  that  alle  these  thinges 
herde, 

And  wiste  wel  he  seyde  a  sooth  of  this, 
He  nought  a  word  ayein  to  him  answerde ; 
For  sory  of  his  frendes  sorwe  he  is,  1726 
And  shamed,  for  his  nece  hath  doon  a-mis ; 
And  stant,  astoned  of  these  causes  tweye. 
As  stille  as  stoon ;  a  word  ne  coude  he 
seye. 

M 


24)^.  But  at  the  laste  thus  he  spak,  and 
seyde,  1730 

'  My  brother  dere,  I  may  thee  do  no-more. 

What  shulde  I  seyn?  I  hate,  y-wis, 
Criseyde  ! 

And  god  wot,  I  wol  hate  hir  evermore  ! 

And  that  thou  me  bisoughtest  doon  of 
yore,  1734 

Havinge  un-to  myn  honour  ne  my  reste 

Right  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  leste. 

249.  If  I  dide  ought  that  mighte  lyken 
thee. 

It  is  me  leef ;  and  of  this  treson  now, 
God  woot,  that  it  a  sorwe  is  un-to  me  ! 
And  dredelees,  for  hertes  ese  of  yow,  1740 
Right  fayn  wolde  I  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  fro  this  world,  almighty  god  I  preye, 
Delivere  hir  sone ;  I  can  no-more  seye.' 

250.  Gret  was  the  sorwe  and  pleynt  of 
Troilus ; 

But  forth  hir  cours  fortune  ay  gan  to 
holde.  1745 

Criseyde  loveth  the  sone  of  Tydeus, 
And  TroiluB  mot  wepe  in  cares  colde. 
Swich  is  this  world ;   who-so  it  can  bi- 

holde. 
In  eche  estat  is  litel  hertes  reste ;        1749 
God  leve  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste  ! 

251.  In  many  cruel  batayle,  out  of  dredo, 
Of  Troilus,  this  ilke  noble  knight. 

As  men  may  in  these  olde  bokes  rede, 
Was  sene  his  knighthod  and  his  grete 

might. 
And  dredelees,  his  ire,  day  and  night,  1755 
Ful  cruelly  the  Grekes  ay  aboughte ; 
And  alwey  most  this  Diomede  he  soughte. 

252.  And  ofte  tyme,  I  finde  that  they 
metto  1758 

With  blody  strokes  and  with  wordes  grete, 
Assayinge  how  hir  speres  weren  whette ; 
And  god  it  woot,  with  many  a  cruel  hete 
Gan  Troilus  upon  his  helm  to-bete. 
But  natheles,  fortune  it  nought  ne  wolde. 
Of  othereshond  that  either  deyen  sholde. — 

258.  And  if  I  hadde  y-taken  for  to  wryte 
The  armes  of  this  ilke  worthy  man,    1766 
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Than  wolde  I  of  his  bataUles  endyte. 
But  for  that  I  to  wryte  first  bigan 
Of  his  love,  I  have  seyd  as  that  I  oan.  1769 
His  worthy  dedes,  who-so  list  hem  here, 
Beed  Dares,  he  can  telle  hem  alle  y-fere. 

^54.  Bisechin^  eveiy  lady  bright  of  hewe, 
And  every  gentil  womman,  what  she  be, 
That  al  be  that  Crisejrde  was  nntrewe, 
That  for  that  gilt  she  be  not  wrooth  with 
me.  1775 

Ye  may  hir  gilt  in  othere  bokes  see  ; 
And  gladlier  I  wol  wryten,  if  yow  leste, 
Penelope€8  tronthe  and  good  Alceste. 

256.  Ne  I  sey  not  this  al-only  for  these 

men, 
But  most  for  wommen  that  bitraysed  be 
Through  &lse  folk ;  god  yeve  hem  sorwe, 

amen !  1781 

That  with  hir  grete  wit  and  snbtUtee 
Bitrajrse  jrow !  and  this  commeveth  me 
To  speke,  and  in  effect  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Beth  war  of  men,  and  herkeneth  what 

I  seye !—  1785 

256.  Go,  litel  book,  go  Utel  myn  tregedie, 
Ther  god  thy  maker  yet,  er  that  he  dye. 
So  sonde  might  to  make  in  som  comedie  I 
Bnt  litel  book,  no  mulring  thon  n'envye, 
Bnt  subgit  be  to  alle  poeetye ;  1790 
And  kis  the  steppes,  wher-as  thou  seest 

pace 
Virgile,  Ovyde,  Omer,  Lacan,  and  Staoe. 

257.  And  for  ther  is  so  greet  diversitee 
In  English  and  in  wryting  of  onr  tonge, 
So  preye  I  god  that  noon  miswryte  thee, 
Ke  thee  mismetre  for  defanteof  tonge.  1796 
And  red  wher-so  thon  be,  or  eUes  songe. 
That  thon  be  nnderstonde  I  god  beseche ! 
But  yet  to  pnriXM  of  my  rather  speohe. — 

258.  The  wraththe,  as  I  began  yow  for  to 

8oy»»  1800 

Of  Troilos,  the  Qrekes  bonghten  dere ; 
For  thonsandes  his  hondes  maden  deye, 
As  he  that  was  with-onten  any  pere, 
Save  Ector,  in  his  tyme,  as  I  can  here. 
Bat  weylaway,  save  only  goddes  wills,  1805 
Dispitoosly  him  slough  tlie  fiers  AcliiUe. 


259.  And  whan  that  he  was  slayn  in  this 
manere. 

His  lighte  goost  ful  blisfully  is  went 
Up  to  the  holownesse  of  the  seventh  spere. 
In  convers  letinge  every  element ;       1810 
And  ther  he  saugh,  with  ful  avysement, 
The  erratik  sterres,  herkeninge  armonye 
With  sownes  fuUe  of  hevenish  melodye. 

260.  And  doun  from  thennes  faste  he  gan 
»vyse  ,814. 

This  litel  spot  of  erthe,  that  with  the  see 
Enbraoed  is,  and  fully  gan  despyse 
This  wrecched  world,  and  held  al  vanitee 
To  respect  of  the  pleyn  felioitee 
That  is  in  hevene  above  ;  and  at  the  laste, 
Ther  he  was  slayn,  his  loking  doun  he 
caste ;  ,820 

261.  And  in  him-self  he  lough  right  at 
the  wo 

Of  hem  that  wepten  for  his  deeth  so  faste ; 
And  dampned  al  our  werk  that  folweth  so 
!  The  blinde  lust,  the  which  that  may  not 
laste,  ,8,4 
And  sholden  al  our  herte  on  hevene  caste. 
And  forth  he  wents,  shortly  for  to  telle, 
Ther  as  Mercurie  sorted  him  to  dwelle. 

262.  Swich  fyn  hath,  lo,  this  Troilus  for 
love, 

Swioh  fyn  hath  al  his  grete  worthinesse  ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  his  estat  real  above,  1830 
Swich  fyn  his  lust,  swich  fyn  hath  his 

noblesse ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  false  worldes  brotelnesse. 
And  thus  bigan  his  lovinge  of  Criseyde, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wyse  he  deyde. 

263.  O  yonge  fresshe  folkes,  he  or  she,  1855 
In  which  that  love  up  groweth  with  your 

age, 
Bepeyreth  boom  from  worldly  vanitee. 
And  of  your  herte  up-casteth  the  visage 
To  thilke  god  that  after  his  image 
Yow   made,  and    thinketh    al   nis   but 

a  fajrre  1840 

This  world,  that  passeth  sone  as  floures 

fayre. 

264.  And  loveth  him,  the  which  that 
right  for  love 

Upon  a  cros,  our  sonles  for  to  beye. 
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first  start',  and  rooe,  and  ait  in  hevene 

a-bove ; 
For  he  nil  falsen  no  wight,  dar  I  seye,  1845 
That  wol  his  herte  al  hoolly  on  him  leye. 
And  sin  he  best  to  love  is,  and  most  meke, 
What  nedeth  feyned  loves  for  to  seke  ? 

265.  Lo  here,  of  Fayens  corsed  olde  lytes, 
Lo  here,  what  alle  hir  goddes  may  availlo ; 
Lo  here,  these  wreoohed  worldes  appe- 

tytes ;  1851 

Lo  here,  the  f^n  and  gaerdon  for  travaillo 
Of   Jove,    AppoUo,    of   Mars,    of  swich 

rascaillo ! 
Lo  here,  the  forme  of  olde  clerkes  sx)eche 
In  ix)etrye,  if  j'e  hir  bokes  seche. —     1855 

266.  O  moral  Gower,  this  book  I  directe 
To  thee,  and  to  the  philosophical  Strode, 
To  vouchen  sauf,  ther  nede  is,  to  corecte, 


Of  your  benignitees  and  zeles  gode. 
And  to  that  sothfast  Grist,  that  staxf  on 

rode,  i860 

With  al  myn  herte  of  mercy  ever  I  preye  ; 
And  to  the  lord  right  thus  I  speke  and 

seye  : 

267.  Thou  oon,  and  two,  and  threej  eteme 

on-lyve. 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  and 

oon, 
Unciroumscript,  and  al  mayst  cironm- 

soryve,  1865 

Us  from  visible  and  invisible  foon 
Defende  ;  and  to  thy  mercy,  eveiychoon, 
So  make  ns,  Jesas,  for  thy  grace,  digne. 
For  love  of   mayde    and    moder    thyxx 

benigne !    Amen. 

ExpUcit  Liber  Trolli  et  Criseydls. 
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God  tnrne  us  every  dreem  to  gode  ! 

For  hit  is  wonder,  by  the  rode, 

To  my  vdt,  what  caaseth  swevenes 

Either  on  morwes,  or  on  evenes  ; 

And  why  th'effect  folweth  of  somme,       5 

And  of  somme  hit  shal  never  come ; 

Wliy  that  is  an  avisionn, 

And  f  this  a  revelacioun  ; 

Why  this  a  dreem,  why  that  a  sweven, 

And  nat  to  every  man  liche  even  ;  10 

Why  tliis  a  fantom,  'ti;he8e  oracles, 

I  noot ;  but  who-so  of  these  miracles 

Tlie  causes  knoweth  bet  than  I, 

Devyne  he  ;  for  I  certeinly 

Ne  can  hem  noght,  ne  never  thinke       1$ 

To  besily  my  wit  to  swinke, 

To  knowe  of  hir  signifiaunce 

The  gendres,  neither  the  distaunce 

Of  tymes  of  hem,  ne  the  causes 

For-why  this  f  more  than  that  cause  is ;  20 

As  if  folkes  complexiouns 

Make  hem  dreme  of  reflexiouns ; 

Or  elles  thus,  as  other  sayn, 

For  to  greet  feblenesse  of  i  brayn, 

By  abstinence,  or  by  seeknesse,  35 

Prison,  stewe,  or  greet  distresse  ; 

Or  elles  by  disordinaunce 

Of  naturel  acustomaunce, 

That  som  man  is  to  curious 

In  studie,  or  melancolions,  3c) 

Or  thus,  so  inly  ful  of  drede, 


That  no  man  may  him  bot«  bede ; 

Or  elles,  that  devocioun 

Of  somme,  and  contemplacionn 

Gauseth  swiche  dremes  ofte  ;  35 

Or  that  the  cruel  lyf  unsofte 

Wliich  these  ilke  lovers  leden 

That  hopen  over  muche  or  dreden. 

That  i)urely  hir  impressiouns 

Causeth  hem  avisiouns;  40 

Or  if  that  spirits  have  the  might 

To  make  folk  to  dreme  a-night ; 

Or  if  the  soule,  of  propre  kinde, 

Be  so  parfit,  as  men  finde, 

Tliat  hit  forwot  that  is  to  come,  45 

And  that  hit  wameth  alle  and  somme 

Of  everiche  of  hir  aventures 

By  avisiouns,  or  by  i)g^ures, 

But  that  our  flesh  ne  hath  no  might 

To  understonden  hit  aright,  50 

For  hit  is  warned  to  derkly ; — 

But  why  the  cause  is,  noght  wot  I. 

Wei  worthe,  of  this  thing,  grete  clerkes, 

That  trete  of  this  and  other  w^erkes  ; 

For  I  of  noon  opinioun  55 

Nil  as  now  make  mencioun, 

But  only  that  the  holy  rode 

Tume  us  every  dreem  to  gode ! 

For  never,  sith  that  I  was  bom, 

Ne  no  man  elles,  me  biforn,  6u 

Mette,  I  trowe  stedfastly, 

So  wonderful  a  dreem  as  1 
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The  tenthe  day  [dide]  of  Decembre, 
The  which,  as  I  can  now  remembre, 
I  wol  yow  tellen  eveiy  deL 

The  Invocation. 


65 


Bnt  at  my  guining,  trusteth  wel, 

I  wol  make  invocacioun, 

With  special  devocionn, 

Unto  the  god  of  slepe  anoon, 

That  dwelleth  in  a  cave  of  stoon  70 

Upon  a  streem  that  comth  fro  Lete, 

That  is  a  flood  of  helle  onswete  ; 

Besyde  a  folk  men  olepe  Cimerie, 

Ther  slepeth  ay  this  god  unmerie 

With  his  slepy  thousand  sones  75 

That  alway  for  to  slope  hir  wone  is — 

And  to  this  god,  that  I  of  rede, 

Preye  I,  that  he  wol  me  spede 

My  sweven  for  to  telle  aright, 

If  every  dreem  stonde  in  his  might       80 

And  he,  that  mover  is  of  al 

That  is  and  was,  and  ever  shal. 

So  yive  hem  joye  that  hit  here 

Of  alle  that  they  dreme  to-yere, 

And  for  to  stonden  alle  in  grace  85 

Of  hir  loves,  or  in  what  place 

That  hem  wer  levest  for  to  stonde. 

And  shelde  hem  fro  f  povert  and  shonde, 

And  fro  nnhappe  and  ech  disese, 

And  sende  hem  al  that  may  hem  plese,    90 

That  take  hit  wel,  and  scome  hit  noght, 

Ke  hit  misdemen  in  her  thoght 

Through  malicious  entencioun. 

And  who-so,  through  presumpcioun. 

Or  hate  or  scome,  or  through  envye,     95 

Dispyt,  or  jape,  or  vilanye, 

Misdeme  hit,  preye  I  Jesus  god 

That  (dreme  he  barfoot,  dreme  he  shod). 

That  every  harm  that  any  man 

Hath  had,  sith  [that]  the  world  began,  iixj 

Befalle  him  therof,  or  he  sterve, 

And  graunte  he  mote  hit  ful  deserve, 

Lo !  with  swich  a  conclusioun 

As  had  of  his  avisionn 

Cresus,  that  was  king  of  Lyde,  105 

That  high  upon  a  gebet  dyde  ! 

This  prayer  shal  he  have  of  me ; 

I  am  no  bet  in  charite ! 

Now  herkneth,  as  I  have  yon  seyd, 
What  that  T  mette,  or  I  abreyd.  1  xo 


The  Dream. 

Of  Decembre  the  tenthe  day, 

Whan  hit  was  night,  to  slepe  I  lay 

Right  ther  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 

And  fil  on  slepe  wonder  sone, 

As  he  that  wery  was  for-go  115 

On  pilgrimage  niyles  two 

To  the  corseynt  Leonard, 

To  make  lythe  of  that  was  hard. 

But  as  1 1  sleep,  me  mette  I  was 
Within  a  temple  y-mad  of  glas ;  12a 

In  whiche  ther  were  mo  images 
Of  gold,  stondinge  in  sondiy  stages, 
And  mo  riche  tabernacles, 
And  with  perree  mo  pinaoles, 
And  mo  curious  i>ortreyture8,  125 

And  queynte  maner  of  figures 
Of  olde  werke,  then  I  saw  ever. 
For  certeynly,  I  niste  never 
Wher  that  I  was,  but  wel  wiste  I, 
Hit  was  of  Venus  redely,  130 

The  temple ;  for,  in  portreyture, 
I  saw  anoon-right  hir  figure 
Naked  fletinge  in  a  see. 
And  also  on  hir  heed,  pardee, 
Hir  rose-garlond  whyt  and  reed,  135 

And  hir  comb  to  kembe  hir  heed, 
Hir  dowves,  and  daun  Cupido, 
Hir  blinde  sone,  and  Vulcano, 
That  in  his  face  was  ful  broun. 

But  as  I  romed  up  and  doun,  140 

I  fond  that  on  a  wal  ther  was 
Thus  writen,  on  a  table  of  bras  : 
'  I  wol  now  singe,  if  that  I  can, 
The  armes,  and  al-eo  the  man. 
That  first  cam,  through  his  destinee,   145 
Fugitif  of  Troye  contree. 
In  Itaile,  with  ftil  moche  pyne. 
Unto  the  strondes  of  Lavyne.' 
And  tho  began  the  story  anoon, 
As  I  shal  telle  yow  echoon.  150 

First  saw  I  the  destmcoioun 
Of  Troye,  through  the  Greek  Sinoun, 
[That]  with  his  false  forsweringe. 
And  his  chere  and  his  lesinge 
Made  the  hors  broght  into  Troye,  155 

Thorgh  which  Troyens  loste  al  hir  joye. 
And  aft^r  this  was  grave,  alias ! 
How  Ilioun  assailed  was 
And  wonne,  and  king  Priam  y-slayn, 
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And  Polites  his  sone,  oertayn, 
Dispitously,  of  dan  Pirmfl. 

And  next  that  saw  I  how  Venus, 
Whan  that  she  saw  the  castel  brende, 
Doon  fro  the  hevene  gan  desoende, 
And  bad  hir  sone  Eneas  flee  ;  165 

And  how  he  fledde,  and  how  that  he 
Escaped  was  from  al  the  pres, 
And  took  his  fader,  Anchises, 
And  bar  him  on  his  bakke  away, 
Cryinge,  *  Alias,  and  welaway !'  170 

The  whiche  Anchises  in  his  honde 
Bar  the  goddes  of  the  londe, 
Thilke  that  nnbrende  were. 

And  I  saw  next,  in  alle  this  fere, 
How  Crensa,  dann  Eneas  wyf,  175 

Which  that  he  lovede  as  his  lyf. 
And  hir  yonge  sone  Inlo, 
And  eek  Ascanios  also, 
Fledden  eek  with  drery  chere. 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here ;  180 

And  in  a  forest,  as  they  wente. 
At  a  tnminge  of  a  wente, 
How  Crensa  was  y-lost,  alias ! 
That  deed,  [bnt]  noot  I  how,  she  was ; 
How  he  hir  songhte,  and  how  hir  gost  185 
Bad  him  to  flee  the  Grekes  ost. 
And  seydo,  he  moste  nnto  Itaile, 
As  was  his  destinee,*sann8  faiUe ; 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  hete. 
Whan  hir  spirit  gan  appore,  190 

The  wordes  that  she  to  him  seyde, 
And  for  to  kepe  hir  sone  him  preyde. 
Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  how  he, 
His  fader  eek,  and  his  mejniee. 
With  his  shippes  gan  to  sayle  195 

Toward  the  oontree  of  Itaile, 
As  streight  as  that  they  mighte  go. 

Ther  saw  I  thee,  cruel  Juno, 
That  art  dann  Jnpiteres  wyf, 
That  hast  y-hated,  al  thy  lyf,  aoo 

Al  the  Troyaiiisshe  blood, 
Benne  and  oiye,  as  thou  were  wood. 
On  Eolus,  the  god  of  windes, 
To  blowen  out,  of  aUe  kindes, 
Su  loude,  thai  he  sholde  drenohe  205 

Lord  and  lady,  grome  and  wenche 
Of  al  the  Troyan  nacioon, 
Withoute  any  savacioun. 

Ther  saw  I  swich  tempeste  axyse, 
That  every  herte  mighte  agryse,  210 


To  see  hit  peynted  on  the  walle. 

Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  withalle, 
Venns,  how  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wepinge  with  fal  wofnl  chere, 
Pray  en  Jnpiter  an  hye  215 

To  save  and  kepe  that  navye 
Of  the  Troyan  Eneas, 
Sith  that  he  hir  sone  was. 

Ther  saw  I  Jovee  Venns  kisse. 
And  graunted  of  the  tempest  li^ie.       220 
Ther  saw  I  how  the  tempest  stente, 
And  how  with  alle  pyne  he  wente, 
And  prevely  took  arrivage 
In  the  contree  of  Cartage ; 
And  on  the  morwe,  how  that  he  22$ 

And  a  knight,  hight  Achatee, 
Metten  with  Venus  that  day, 
GK>inge  in  a  queynt  array. 
As  she  had  ben  an  hunteresse, 
With  vrind  blowinge  upon  hir  tresse ;  230 
How  Eneas  gan  him  to  pleyne. 
Whan  that  he  knew  hir,  of  his  i^jme ; 
And  how  his  shippes  dreynte  were, 
Or  elles  lost,  he  niste  where  ; 
How  she  gan  him  comforte  tho,  235 

And  bad  him  to  Cartage  go, 
And  ther  he  shuldfi  his  folk  finde. 
That  in  the  see  were  lefb  behinde. 

And,  shortly  of  this  thing  to  pace, 
She  made  Eneas  so  in  grace  240 

Of  Dido,  queue  of  that  contree. 
That,  shortly  for  to  tellen,  she 
Becam  his  love,  and  leet  him  do 
That  that  wedding  longeth  to. 
What  shulde  I  speke  more  qneynte,    245 
Or  peyne  me  my  wordes  peynte, 
To  speke  of  love?  hit  wol  not  be ; 
I  can  not  of  that  facultee. 
And  eek  to  telle  the  manere 
How  they  aqueynteden  in-fere,  230 

Hit  were  a  long  proces  to  telle, 
And  over  long  for  yow  to  dwelle. 

Ther  saw  I  grave,  how  Eneas 
Tolde  Dido  every  cas. 
That  him  was  tid  upon  the  see.  j^S 

And  after  grave  was,  how  she 
Made  of  him,  shortly,  at  00  word, 
Hir  lyf,  hir  love,  hir  lust,  hir  lord : 
And  dide  him  al  the  reverence. 
And  leytle  on  him  al  the  dispence.        260 
That  any  woman  mighte  do, 
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Weninge  hit  had  al  be  so, 

As  he  hlr  swoor ;  and  her-by  demed 

That  he  was  good,  for  he  swich  semed. 

Alias !  what  harm  doth  apparence,      265 

Whan  hit  is  fals  in  existence  !  • 

For  he  to  hlr  a  traitonr  was ; 

Wherfor  she  slow  hir-self,  alias ! 

Lo,  how  a  woman  doth  amis, 
To  love  him  that  nnknowen  is  !  270 

For,  by  Grist,  lo !  thus  hit  fareth ; 
*  Hit  is  not  al  gold,  that  glareth.' 
For,  al-so  bronke  I  wel  myn  heed, 
Ther  may  be  under  goodliheed 
Kevered  many  a  shrewed  vyce  ,*  275 

Therfor  be  no  wight  so  nyce. 
To  take  a  love  only  for  chere, 
For  speche,  or  for  frendly  manere ; 
For  this  shal  every  woman  finde 
That  som  man,  of  his  pnre  kinde,         aSo 
Wol  shewen  outward  the  faireste. 
Til  he  have  canght  that  what  him  leste ; 
And  thanne  wol  he  canses  finde, 
And  swere  how  that  she  is  uukinde, 
Or  fals,  or  prevy,  or  double  was.  285 

Al  this  seye  I  by  Eneas 
And  Dido,  and  hir  nyce  lest. 
That  lovede  al  to  sone  a  gest ; 
Therfor  I  wol  seye  a  proverbe. 
That '  he  that  fully  knoweth  th'erbe    290 
May  saufly  leye  hit  to  his  y6  ' ; 
Withonte  dreed,  this  is  no  lye. 

But  let  us  speke  of  Eneas, 
How  he  betrayed  hir,  alias  ! 
And  lefte  hir  ful  unkindely.  295 

So  whan  she  saw  al-utterly. 
That  he  wolde  hir  of  trouthe  faile. 
And  wende  fro  hir  to  Itaile, 
She  gan  to  wringe  hir  hondes  two. 

'Alias  !'  quod  she,  *  what  me  is  wo !  300 
Alias  t  is  every  man  thus  trewe. 
That  every  yere  wolde  have  a  newe, 
K  hit  so  longe  tyme  dure. 
Or  elles  three,  peraventure  ? 
As  thus  :  of  oon  he  wolde  have  fame    305 
In  magnifying  of  his  name  ; 
Another  for  frendship,  seith  he ; 
And  yet  ther  shal  the  thridde  be. 
That  shal  be  taken  for  delyt, 
Lo,  or  for  singular  profyt.'  310 

In  swiche  wordes  gan  to  pleyne 
Dido  of  hir  grete  peyne. 


As  me  mette  redely ; 

Kon  other  auctour  alegge  I. 

'  Alias ! '  quod  she,  '  my  swete  herte,     .^15 

Have  pitee  on  my  sorwes  smerte, 

And  slee  me  not !  go  noght  away ! 

O  wofHil  Dido,  wel  away  ! ' 

Quod  she  to  hir-selve  tho. 

'  O  Eneas !  what  wil  ye  do  ?  330 

O,  that  your  love,  ne  your  bonde. 

That  ye  han  sworn  with  your  right  honde, 

Ne  my  cruel  deeth,'  quod  she, 

*  May  holde  yow  still  heer  with  me ! 

O,  haveth  of  my  deeth  pitee  !  325 

Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  ye 

Knowen  tuX  wel  that  never  yit, 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wit, 

Agilte  [I]  yow  in  thoght  ne  deed. 

O,  have  ye  men  swich  goodliheed         330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  deel  of  trouthe  ? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man ! 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can. 

We  wrecched  wimmen  oonne  non  art ;  335 

For  certeyn,  for  the  more  part. 

Thus  we  be  served  everichone. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  conne  grone, 

Anoon,  as  we  have  yow  receyved, 

Certeinly  we  ben  deceyved  ;  340 

For,  though  your  love  laste  a  sesoun, 

Wayte  upon  the  condusioun, 

And  eek  how  that  ye  determynen, 

And  for  the  more  part  diffynen. 

*  O,  welawey  that  I  was  bom  !  345 

For  through  yow  is  my  name  lorn, 
And  alle  myn  actes  red  and  songe 
Over  al  this  lond,  on  every  tonge. 
O  wikke  Fame  !  for  ther  nis 
Nothing  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  is !  350 

O,  sooth  is,  every  thing  is  wist, 
Though  hit  be  kevered  with  the  mist. 
Eek,  thogh  I  mighte  duren  ever, 
That  I  have  doon,  rekever  I  never, 
That  I  ne  shal  be  seyd,  alias,  355 

Y-shamed  be  through  Eneas, 
And  that  I  shal  thus  juged  be — 
'*  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  now  she 
Wol  do  eftsones,  hardily ; " 
Thus  seyth  the  peple  prevely.' —  360 

But  that  is  doon,  nis  not  to  done ; 
f  Al  hir  compleynt  ne  al  hir  mone, 
Certesm,  avaUeth  hir  not  a  stree. 
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And  whan  she  wiste  sothly  he 
Was  forth  nnto  his  shippes  goon,  365 

She  •j-in  hir  chambre  wente  anoon, 
And  called  on  hir  soster  Anne, 
And  g^n  hir  to  compleyne  thanne ; 
And  seyde,  that  she  cause  was 
That  she  first  lovede  fEneas,  370 

And  thus  connseUled  hir  therto. 
But  what !  when  this  was  seyd  and  do, 
She  roof  hii^«elve  to  the  herte, 
And  deyde  through  the  wonnde  smerte. 
But  al  the  maner  how  she  deyde,  375 

And  al  the  wordes  that  she  seyde, 
Who-so  to  knowe  hit  hath  pnrpos, 
Beed  Yirgile  in  Eneidos 
Or  the  Epistle  of  Ovyde, 
What  that  she  wroot  or  that  she  dyde :  380 
And  nere  hit  to  long  to  endyte, 
By  god,  I  woldd  hit  here  wryte. 

But,  welaway !  the  harm,  the  routhe, 
That  hath  betid  for  swich  untronthe, 
As  men  may  ofte  in  bokes  rede,  385 

And  al  day  seen  hit  yet  in  dede, 
That  for  to  thenken  hit,  a  tene  is. 

Lo,  Demophon,  duk  of  Athenis, 
How  he  forswor  him  ful  falsly 
And  trayed  Phillis  wikkedly,  390 

The  kinges  doghter  was  of  Trace, 
And  falsly  gan  his  terme  pace ; 
And  when  she  wiste  that  he  was  fals, 
She  heng  hir-self  right  by  the  halfl, 
For  he  had  do  hir  swich  untrouthe ;      395 
Lo !  was  not  this  a  wo  and  routhe  ? 

Eek  lo !  how  fals  and  reccheles 
Was  to  Briseida  Achilles, 
And  Paris  to  f  O^none ; 
And  Jason  to  Isiphile  ;  400 

And  eft  Jason  to  Medea ; 
And  Ercules  to  D3ranira ; 
For  ho  lefte  hir  for  lole. 
That  made  him  caoche  his  deeth,  pardee. 

How  fals  eek  was  he,  Theseus ;  405 

That,  as  the  story  telleth  us, 
How  he  betrayed  Adriane ; 
The  devel  be  his  soules  bane ! 
For  had  he  laughed,  had  he  loured, 
He  moste  have  be  al  devoured,  410 

If  Adriane  ne  had  y-be  ! 
And,  for  she  had  of  him  pitee, 
She  made  him  fro  the  dethe  escape. 
And  he  made  hir  a  ful  fals  jape ; 


For  after  this,  within  a  whyle  415 

He  lefbe  hir  slepinge  in  an  yle, 

Deserte  alone,  right  in  the  see, 

And  stal  away,  and  leet  hir  be  ; 

And  took  hir  suster  Phedra  tho 

With  him,  and  gan  to  shippe  go.  420 

And  yet  he  had  y-«wom  to  here. 

On  al  that  ever  he  mighte  swere. 

That,  so  she  saved  him  his  lyf. 

He  wolde  have  take  hir  to  his  wyf ; 

For  she  desired  nothing  elles,  4^5 

In  oertein,  as  the  book  us  telles. 

But  to  excusen  Eneas 
Fnlliche  of  al  his  greet  trespas, 
The  book  seyth,  Mercurie,  sauns  faile. 
Bad  him  go  into  Itaile,  430 

And  leve  Auifrykes  regionn, 
And  Dido  and  hir  faire  toun. 

Tho  saw  I  grave,  how  to  Itaile 
Daun  Eneas  is  go  to  saile ; 
And  how  the  tempest  al  began,  435 

And  how  he  loste  his  steresman. 
Which  that  the  stere,  or  he  took  keep, 
Smot  over-bord,  lo !  as  he  sleep. 

And  also  saw  I  how  Sibyle 
And  Eneas,  besjrde  an  yle,  440 

To  helle  wente,  for  to  see 
His  fader,  Anchises  the  ibree. 
How  he  ther  fond  Palinums, 
And  Dido,  and  eek  Deiphebus ; 
And  every  tourment  eek  in  helle  445 

Saw  he,  which  is  long  to  telle. 
Which  who-so  wiUeth  for  to  knowe, 
He  moste  rede  many  a  rowe 
On  Yirgile  or  on  Glaudian, 
Or  Daunte,  that  hit  telle  can.  450 

Tho  saw  I  grave  al  th'arivaile 
That  Eneas  had  in  Itaile ; 
And  with  king  Latine  his  tretee. 
And  alle  the  batailles  that  he 
Was  at  him-self,  and  eek  his  knightes,  455 
Or  he  had  al  y-wonne  his  rightes ; 
And  how  he  Tumus  refte  his  lyf. 
And  wan  Lavyna  to  his  wyf ; 
And  al  the  mervelous  signals 
Of  the  goddes  celestials  ;  460 

How,  maugre  Juno,  Eneas, 
For  al  hir  sleighte  and  hir  oompasy 
Acheved  al  his  aventura; 
For  Jupiter  took  of  him  cure 
At  the  prayere  of  Yenus  465 
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The  whiche  I  proye  alway  save  ns, 
And  US  ay  of  our  sorwes  lighte  ! 

Whan  I  had  seyen  al  this  sighte 
In  this  nohle  temple  thus, 
*A,  Lord ! '  thonghte  I,  'that  madest  ns, 
Yet  saw  I  never  swich  noblesse  471 

Of  images,  ne  swich  richesse, 
As  I  saw  graven  in  this  chirche ; 
Bnt  not  woot  I  who  dide  hem  wirche, 
Ke  wher  I  am,  ne  in  what  contree.       475 
Bnt  now  wol  I  go  oat  and  see, 
Right  at  the  wiket,  if  I  can 
See  o-wher  stering  any  man, 
That  may  me  telle  wher  I  am.* 

When  I  ont  at  the  dores  cam,  480 

I  fasie  aboute  me  beheld. 
Then  saw  I  bnt  a  large  feld, 
As  fer  as  that  I  mighte  see, 
Withonten  tonn,  or  hons,  or  tree, 
Or  bnsh,  or  gras,  or  ered  lond ;  485 

For  al  the  feld  nas  but  of  sond 
As  smal  as  man  may  see  yet  lye 


In  the  desert  of  Libye ; 

Ne  I  no  maner  creature, 

That  is  y-formed  by  nature,  490 

Ne  saw,  me  [for]  to  rede  or  wisae. 

'  O  Crist,'  thonghte  I,  *  that  art  in  blisse, 

Fro  fantom  and  illnsioun 

Me  save !  *  and  with  devocionn 

tiyn  yen  to  the  heven  I  caste.  495 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo  !  at  the  laste, 
That  faste  by  the  sonne,  as  hy3 
As  kenne  mighte  I  with  myn  yS, 
Me  thonghte  I  saw  an  egle  sore, 
But  that  hit  semed  moche  more  500 

Then  I  had  any  egle  seyn. 
But  this  as  sooth  as  deeth,  oerteyn, 
Hit  was  of  golde,  and  shoon  so  brighte. 
That  never  saw  men  such  a  sighte, 
But-if  the  heven  hadde  y-wonne  51)5 

Al  newe  of  golde  another  sonne  ; 
So  shoon  the  egles  fethres  brighte, 
And  somwhat  dounward  gan  hit  lighte. 

Explicit  liber  primus. 
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Indpit  liber  secundus. 
Proem. 

Now  herkneth,  every  maner  man 
That  English  understonde  can,  510 

And  listeth  of  my  dreem  to  lere  ; 
For  now  at  erste  shul  ye  here 
So  fselly  an  avisioun. 
That  Isaye,  ne  Scipioun, 
Ne  king  Nabugodonosor,  515 

Pharo,  Tomus,  ne  Eleanor, 
Ne  mette  siKdch  a  dreem  as  this ! 
NoM'  faire  blisiiil,  O  Cipris,  (10) 

So  be  my  favour  at  this  tyme  ! 
And  ye,  me  to  endyte  and  ryme  510 

Helpeth,  that  on  Pamaso  dwelle 
By  Elicon  the  dere  welle. 

O  Thought,  that  wroot  al  that  I  mette, 
And  in  the  tresorie  hit  shette 
Of  my  brayn  !  now  shal  men  see  525 

If  any  vertu  in  thee  be, 
To  tellen  al  my  dreem  aright ; 
Now  kythe  thyn  engyn  and  might !      (ao) 

M 


The  Dream, 

This  egle,  of  which  I  have  yow  told, 
That  shoon  with  fethres  as  of  gold,      590 
Which  that  so  hyd  gan  to  sore, 
I  gan  beholde  more  and  more, 
To  see  hir  beantee  and  the  wonder ; 
But  never  was  ther  dint  of  thonder, 
Ne  that  thing  that  men  calle  foudre,  535 
That  smoot  somtyme  a  tour  to  poudre, 
And  in  his  swifbe  coming  brende, 
That  so  swythe  gan  descende,  (30) 

As  this  foul,  whan  hit  behelde 
That  I  a-roume  was  in  the  felde  ;  540 

And  with  his  grimme  pawes  stronge, 
Within  his  sharpe  nayles  longe, 
Me,  fleinge,  at  a  swappe  he  hente. 
And  with  his  sours  agayn  up  wente, 
Me  oaxyinge  in  his  olawes  starke  545 

As  lightly  as  I  wore  a  larke, 
How  high,  I  caA  not  telle  yow, 
For  I  cam  up,  I  niste  how.  (40) 

For  so  astonied  and  a-sweved 
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Was  every  vertn  in  my  lieved,  550 

Wliat  with  his  scars  and  with  my  drede, 
That  al  my  feling  gan  to  dede  ; 
For-why  hit  was  to  greet  affray. 

Thns  I  longe  in  his  clawes  Uiy, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  to  me  spak  555 

In  mannes  vois,  and  seyde,  '  Awak  ! 
And  be  not  fso  a-gast,  for  shame  ! ' 
And  called  me  tho  by  my  name.  (50) 

And,  for  I  sholde  the  1)et  abreyde — 
Me  mette — *  Awak,*  to  me  he  seyde,     560 
Right  in  the  same  vols  and  stevene 
That  tiseth  oon  I  conde  nevene  ; 
And  with  that  vois,  soth  for  to  sayn. 
My  minde  cam  to  me  agayn  ; 
For  hit  was  goodly  seyd  to  me,  565 

So  nas  hit  never  wont  to  be. 

And  herwithal  I  gan  to  stere. 
And  he  me  in  his  feet  to  here,  (60) 

Til  that  he  felte  that  I  had  hete, 
And  felte  eek  tho  myn  herte  bet&        570 
And  tho  gan  he  me  to  disporte, 
And  with  wordes  to  comfoi-te, 
And  sayde  twy^s,  '  Sejmte  Marie ! 
Thou  art  noyoos  for  to  carle. 
And  nothing  nedeth  hit,  pardee  I  575 

For  al-so  wis  god  helpe  me 
As  thou  non  harm  shalt  have  of  this  ; 
And  this  cas,  that  betid  thee  is,  (70) 

Is  for  thy  lore  and  for  thy  prow ; — 
Let  see !  darst  thou  yet  loke  now  ?       580 
Be  ful  assured,  boldely, 
I  am  thy  frend.'    And  therwith  I 
Gan  for  to  wondren  in  my  minde. 

*  O  god,*  thoughte  I,  '  that  madest  kinde, 
Shal  I  non  other  weyes  dye  ?  585 
Wher  Joves  wol  me  stellifye, 

Or  what  thing  may  this  signifye  ? 

I  neither  am  Enok,  ne  £Iye,  (80) 

Ne  Bomulus,  ne  Ganymede 

That  was  y-bore  up,  as  men  rede,         590 

To  hevene  with  dan  Jupiter, 

And  maad  the  goddes  botcler.' 

Lo  !  this  was  tho  my  fantasye  ! 
But  he  that  bar  me  gan  espye 
That  I  so  thoghte,  and  seyde  this :—    595 

*  Thou  demest  of  thy-self  amis  ; 
For  Joves  is  not  ther-aboute— 

I  dar  wel  putte  thee  out  of  doute-  -      (90) 

To  make  of  thee  as  yet  a  sterre. 

But  er  I  here  thee  moche  ferre,  600 


I  wol  thee  telle  what  I  am, 

And  whider  thou  shalt,  and  why  I  cam 

To  fdone  this,  so  that  thou  take 

Good  herte,  and  not  for  fere  quake.' 

'  Gladly,'  quod  I.    '  Now  wel,'  quod  he : — 

'  First  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee,      606 

Of  which  thou  hast  a  feer  and  wonder, 

Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  thonder. 

Which  that  men  callen  Jupiter,         (lui) 

That  dooth  me  flee  ful  ofte  fer  610 

To  do  al  his  comaundement. 

And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 

To  thee :  now  fherkne,  by  thj'  trouthe  I 

Certeyn,  he  hath  of  thee  routhe, 

That  thou  so  longe  trewely  615 

Hast  served  so  ent^ntifly 

His  blinde  nevew  Cupido, 

And  fair  Venus  [goddesse]  also,  (i  10) 

Withoute  guerdoun  ever  yit, 

And  nevertheles  hast  set  thy  wit —      620 

Although  that  in  thy  hede  ful  -flyte  is — 

To  make  bokes,  songes,  dytees, 

In  ryme,  or  elles  in  cadence, 

As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  servants  eke,  625 

Tliat  have  his  servise  soght,  and  seke  ; 

And  peynest  thee  to  preyse  his  art, 

Althogh  thou  haddest  never  part ;      (120) 

Wherfor,  al-so  god  me  blesse, 

Joves  halt  hit  greet  humblesse  630 

And  vertu  eek,  that  thou  wolt  make 

A-night  ful  ofte  thyn  heed  to  ake, 

In  thy  studie  so  thou  wrytest, 

And  ever-mo  of  love  endj'test, 

In  honour  of  him  and  preysinges,         655 

And  in  his  folkes  furtheringes. 

And  in  hir  matere  al  de\'j'sest,  ^129) 

And  noght  him  nor  his  folk  despysest. 

Although  thou  mayst  go  in  tlie  daunce 

Of  hem  that  him  list  not  avaunce.       640 

'  Wherfor,  as  I  seyde,  y-wis, 
Jupiter  considereth  this, 
And  also,  beau  sir,  other  thinges ; 
That  is,  that  thou  hast  no  tj^linges 
Of  Loves  folk,  if  they  be  glade,  645 

Ne  of  noght  elles  that  god  made  ; 
And  noght  only  fro  for  contree 
That  ther  no  tyding  comth  to  thee,   (140; 
But  of  thy  verray  neyghebores, 
That  dwellen  almost  at  thy  dorea,         650 
Thou  herest  neither  that  ne  this  ; 
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For  whan  thy  labour  doon  al  is, 
And  hast  y-maad  thy  rekening^s. 
In  stede  of  reste  and  newe  thinges, 
Thou  goet  hoom  to  thy  hons  anoon ;     655 
And,  alflo  domb  as  any  stoon, 
Thon  sittest  at  another  boke, 
Til  ftdly  daswed  is  thy  loke,  ( 150) 

And  livest  thus  as  an  hermyte, 
Although  thyn  abstinence  is  lyte.        660 
*  And  therfor  Joves,  through  his  grace, 
Wol  that  I  bere  thee  to  a  place, 
Which  that  hight  thk  Hoes  of  Fame, 
To  do  thee  som  disport  and  game, 
In  som  recompensacioun  665 

Of  labour  and  devocionn 
That  thou  hast  had,  lo !  causeles. 
To  Cupido,  the  reccheles  !  (160) 

And  thus  this  god,  thorgh  his  meryte, 
Wol  with  som  maner  thing  thee  quyte, 
So  that  thou  wolt  be  of  good  chere.       671 
For  truste  wel,  that  thou  shalt  here. 
When  we  be  oomen  ther  I  seye. 
Mo  wonder  thinges,  dar  I  leye. 
Of  Loves  folke  mo  tydinges,  675 

Bothe  soth-sawes  and  lesinges ; 
And  mo  loves  newe  begonne, 
And  longe  y-served  loves  wi.nne,         (170) 
And  mo  loves  oasuelly 
That  been  betid,  no  man  wot  why,       680 
But  as  a  blind  man  stert  an  hare ; 
And  more  jolsd^ee  and  fare, 
Whyl  that  they  finde  love  of  stele. 
As  thinketh  hem,  and  over-al  wele ; 
Mo  discords,  and  mo  jelousyes,  685 

Mo  murmurs,  and  mo  novelryes. 
And  mo  dissimulaciouns. 
And  feyned  reparaciouns ;  (180) 

And  mo  berdes  in  two  houres 
Withoute  rasour  or  sisoures  690 

Y-maad,  then  greynes  be  of  sondes ; 
And  eke  mo  holdinge  in  hondes, 
And  also  mo  renovelaunces 
Of  Okie  forleten  aqueyntaunces ; 
Mo  love-dayes  and  aoordes  695 

Then  on  instruments  ben  oordes ; 
And  eke  of  loves  mo  eschaunges 
Than  ever  comes  were  in  graunges ;  (190) 
Unethe  maistow  trowen  this  ?' —  6<)<> 

Quod  he.     '  No,  helpe  me  god  so  wis  !' — 
Quod  I.    •  No  ?  why  ? '  quod  he.    '  For  liit 
Were  impossible,  to  my  wit. 


Though  that  Fame  hadde  al  the  pyes 

In  al  a  realme,  and  al  the  spyes. 

How  that  yet  she  shulde  here  al  this,  705 

Or  they  espye  hit'    *  0  yis,  yis  ! ' 

Quod  he  to  me,  *  that  can  I  preve 

By  resoun,  worthy  for  to  leve,  (aoo) 

So  that  thou  yeve  thyn  advertence 

To  understonde  my  sentence.  710 

*  First  shalt  thou  heren  wher  she  dwell- 
eth, 
And  so  thyn  owne  book  hit  telletli ; 
Hir  paleys  stant,  as  I  shal  seye. 
Bight  even  in  middes  of  the  weye 
Betwizen  hevene,  erthe,  and  see  ;  715 

That,  what-so-ever  in  al  these  three 
Is  spoken,  in  privee  or  aperte. 
The  wey  therto  is  so  overte,  (210) 

And  stant  eek  in  so  juste  a  place, 
]  That  every  soun  mot  to  hit  pace,  ;jo 

Or  what  so  comth  fro  any  tonge. 
Be  hit  rouned,  red,  or  songe. 
Or  spoke  in  seurtee  or  drede, 
Certein,  hit  moste  thider  nede. 

'  Now  herkne  wel ;  for-why  I  wille   725 
Tellen  thee  a  propre  skile, 
And  "f  worthy  demonstraciouu 
In  myn  imagsrnacioun.  (-^^o) 

'  Geffrey,  thou  woet  right  wel  this. 
That  every  kindly  thing  that  is,  730 

Hath  a  kiudly  stede  ther  he 
May  best  in  hit  conserved  be  ; 
Unto  which  place  every  thing, 
Through  his  kindly  enclyning, 
Moveth  for  to  come  to,  735 

Whan  that  hit  is  awey  therfro  ; 
As  thus ;  lo,  thou  mayst  al  day  see 
That  any  thing  that  hevy  be,  (330) 

As  stoon  or  leed,  or  thing  of  wightc. 
And  ber  hit  never  so  liye  on  highte,     740 
lAt  go  thyn  hand,  hit  falleth  donn. 

'  Right  so  seye  I  by  fjre  or  soun, 
Or  smoke,  or  other  thinges  lighte, 
Alwey  they  seke  upward  on  highte  ; 
Whyl  ech  of  hem  is  at  his  large,  745 

Light  thing  up,  and  donnward  charge. 

'  And  for  this  cause  mayst  thou  sec, 
That  every  river  to  the  sec  ("240) 

Enclynetl  is  to  go,  by  kindo. 
And  by  these  skilles,  as  I  finde,  750 

Hath  Ash  dwellinge  in  iloode  and  see, 
And  tre^s  eek  in  erthe  be. 
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Thus  every  thing,  by  this  resoan^ 

Hath  his  propre  mansioaiif 

To  vhich  hit  seketh  to  repairs,  755 

As  ther  hit  shulde  not  apaire. 

Lo,  this  sentence  is  knowen  oonthe 

Of  every  philosophres  moathe,  (250) 

As  Aristotle  and  dan  Platon, 

And  other  clerkes  many  oon  ;  760 

And  to  confirme  my  resonn, 

Thou  wost  wel  this,  that  speohe  is  soon, 

Or  elles  no  man  mighte  hit  here  ; 

Now  f  herkne  what  I  wol  thee  lere. 

*  Soun  is  noght  but  air  y-broken,       765 
And  eveiy  speche  that  is  spoken, 

Loud  or  privee,  foul  or  fair, 

In  his  substaunce  is  but  air ;  (^60) 

For  as  flaumbe  is  but  lighted  smoke, 

Bight  so  soun  is  air  y-broke.  770 

But  this  may  be  in  many  wyse, 

Of  which  I  wil  thee  two  devyse, 

As  soun  that  comth  of  pype  or  harpe. 

For  whan  a  pype  is  blowen  sharpe, 

The  air  is  twist  with  violence,  775 

And  rent ;  lo,  this  is  my  sentence  ; 

Eek,  whan  men  harpe-stringes  smyte, 

Whether  hit  be  moche  or  lyte,  (270) 

Lo,  with  the  strook  the  air  to-breketh ;  779 

Bight  so  hit  breketh  whan  men  speketh. 

Thus  west  thou  wel  what  thing  is  speohe. 

*  Now  hennesforth  I  wol  thee  teche. 
How  every  speche,  or  noise,  or  soun, 
Through  his  multiplicaoioun, 

Thogh  hit  were  pyped  of  a  mouse,         785 
Moot  nede  come  to  Fames  House.  ^ 
I  preve  hit  thus— tak  hede  now — 
By  experience  ;  for  if  that  thou  (380) 

Throwe  on  water  now  a  stoon, 
Wel  wost  thou,  hit  wol  make  anoon     790 
A  litel  roundel  as  a  oercle, 
Paraventure  brood  as  a  covercle  ; 
And  right  anoon  thou  shalt  see  weel. 
That  wheel  wol  cause  another  wheel, 
And    that    the    thridde,  and  so   forth, 
brother,  795 

Every  oercle  causing  other, 
Wyder  than  himselve  was ; 
And  thus,  fro  roundel  to  compas,       (390) 
£ch  aboute  other  goinge, 
Caused  of  otheres  steringe,  800 

And  multiplying  ever-mo, 
Til  that  hit  be  so  f er  y-go 


That  hit  at  bothe  brinkes  be. 
Al-thogh  thou  mowe  hit  not  y-see 
Above,  hit  goth  yet  alway  under,  805 

Although  thou  thenke  hit  a  gret  wonder. 
And  whoH90  seith  of  trouthe  I  varie, 
Bid  him  proven  the  oontrarie.  (300) 

And  right  thus  every  word,  y-wis, 
That  loude  or  privee  spoken  is,  810 

Moveth  first  an  air  aboute. 
And  of  this  moving,  out  of  douto. 
Another  air  anoon  is  moved, 
As  I  have  of  the  water  proved, 
That  every  cercle  causeth  other.  815 

Bight  so  of  air,  my  leve  brother ; 
Everich  air  in  other  stereth  (309) 

More  and  more,  and  speche  up  bereth, 
Or  vois,  or  noise,  or  word,  or  soun, 
Ay  through  nmltiplicacioun,  820 

Til  hit  be  atte  House  of  Fame ; — 
Tak  hit  in  emest  or  in  game. 

*  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  have  minde, 
How  speche  or  soun,  of  pure  kinde, 
Enclyned  is  upward  to  move  ;  825 

This,  mayst  thou  fele,  wel  I  preve. 
And  that  f  the  mansioun,  y-wis, 
That  every  thing  enclyned  to  is,         (320) 
Hath  his  kindeliohe  stede  : 
fThan  sheweth  hit^  withouten  drede,  890 
That  kindely  the  mansioun 
Of  every  speche,  of  every  soun, 
Be  hit  either  foul  or  fair. 
Hath  his  kinde  place  in  air. 
And  sin  that  every  thing,  that  is  835 

Out  of  his  kinde  place,  y-wis, 
Moveth  thider  for  to  go 
If  hit  a-weye  be  therfro,  (330) 

As  I  before  have  proved  thee, 
Hit  seweth,  ever^v^  soun,  pardeej  840 

Moveth  kindely  to  pace 
Al  up  into  his  kindely  place. 
And  this  place  of  which  I  telle, 
Ther  as  Fame  list  to  dwelle. 
Is  set  amiddes  of  these  three,  845 

Heven,  erthe,  and  eek  the  see. 
As  most  conservatif  the  soun. 
Than  is  this  the  condusioun,  (340) 

That  every  speche  of  every  man 
As  I  thee  telle  first  began,  850 

Moveth  up  on  high  to  pace 
Kindely  to  Fames  place. 

'  Telle  me  this  feithfully. 
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Have  I  not  proved  thns  simply, 

WithouteiL  any  Bubtiltee  855 

Of  speche,  or  ^et  prolixitee 

Of  termes  of  philosophye, 

Of  figures  of  poetrye,  (350) 

Or  oolooTs  of  rethoryke? 

Pardee,  hit  oghte  thee  to  lyke ;  860 

For  hard  langage  and  hard  matere 

Is  encombrons  for  to  here 

At  ones ;  wost  thou  not  wel  this  ? ' 

And  I  answerde,  and  seyde,  '  Yis.' 

'  A  ha ! '  quod  he,  *■  lo,  so  I  oan  865 

Lewedly  to  a  lewed  man 
Speke,  and  shewe  him  swiche  skiles, 
That  he  may  shake  hem  by  the  biles,  (360) 
So  palpable  they  shulden  be. 
But  tel  me  this,  now  pray  I  thee,  870 

How  thinkth  thee  my  conclnsioun  ?' 
[Quod  he].     *  A  good  persuasioun,' 
Quod  I,  ^  hit  is ;  and  lyk  to  be 
Bight  so  as  thou  hast  preved  me.' 

*  By  god,'  quod  he,  *  and  as  I  leve,         875 
Thou  shalt  have  yit,  or  hit  be  eve, 

Of  every  word  of  this  sentence 
A  preve,  by  experience ;  (370) 

And  with  thyn  eres  heren  wel 
Top  and  tail,  and  every  del,  880 

That  every  word  that  spoken  is 
Comth  into  Fames  Hous,  y-wis, 
As  I  have  seyd  ;  what  wilt  thou  more  ? ' 
And  with  this  word  upper  to  sore 
He  gan,  and  seyde,  *  By  Seynt  Jame !  885 
Now  wil  we  speken  al  of  game.' — 
^  How  farest  thou  ? '  quod  he  to  me. 

*  Wel,'  quod  I.     *  Now  see,*  quod  he,  (380) 

*  By  thy  trouthe,  yond  adoun, 

Wher  that  thou  knowest  any  toun,      890 

Or  hous,  or  any  other  thing. 

And  whan  thou  hast  of  ought  knowing, 

Loke  that  thou  wame  me. 

And  I  anoon  shal  telle  thee 

How  fer  that  thou  art  now  therfix>.'     895 

And  I  adoun  tgan  loken  tho, 
And  beheld  feldes  and  plaines,  (389) 

And  now  hilles,  and  now  mountoines. 
Now  valeys,  and  now  forestes. 
And  now,  unethes,  grete  bestes ;  900 

Now  riveres,  now  citees, 
Now  tounes,  and  now  grete  trees. 
Now  shippes  sailinge  in  the  see. 

But  thus  sone  in  a  whyle  he 


Wfui  flowen  fro  the  gronnde  so  hy6,      905 

That  al  the  world,  as  to  myn  y6, 

No  more  semed  than  a  prikke ; 

Or  elles  was  the  air  so  thikke  (4(x>) 

That  I  ne  mighte  not  disoeme. 

With  that  he  spak  to  me  as  yeme,       910 

And  seyde :  *  Seestow  any  toun 

Or  ought  thou  knowest  yonder  doun  ?' 

I  seyde,  *  Nay.'    *  No  wonder  nis,' 
Quod  he,  ^  for  half  so  high  as  this 
Nas  Alexander  ICacedo ;  915 

Ne  the  king,  dan  Scipio, 
That  saw  in  dreme,  at  point  devys, 
Helle  and  erthe,  and  paradys ;.  (410) 

Ne  eek  the  wrecche  Dedalus, 
Ne  his  child,  nyce  Icarus,  920 

That  fleigh  so  highe  that  the  hete 
His  winges  malt,  and  he  fel  wetc 
In-mid  the  see,  and  ther  he  dreynte, 
For  whom  was  maked  mooh  oompleynte. 

*  Now  turn  upward,'  quod  he,  *  thy  face. 
And  behold  this  large  place,  936 

This  air ;  but  loke  thou  ne  bo 
Adrad  of  hem  that  thou  shalt  see  ;     (420} 
For  in  tliis  regioun,  certein, 
Dwelleth  many  a  oitezein,  950 

Of  which  that  speketh  dan  Plato. 
These  ben  the  eyrish  bestes,  lo  ! ' 
And  so  saw  I  al  that  meynee 
Bothe  goon  and  also  flee. 
*  Now,'  quod  he  tho,  '  cast  up  thyn  y6;  935 
See  yonder,  lo,  the  GalaxyS, 
Which  men  clepeth  the  Milky  Wey, 
Forhit  is  whyt :  and  somme,  parfey,  {430) 
Callen  hit  Watlinge  Strete : 
That  ones  was  y-brent  with  heto,  940 

Whan  the  sonnes  sone,  the  redo, 
That  highte  Pheton,  wolde  lede 
Algate  his  fader  cart,  and  gye. 
The  cart-hors  gonne  wel  espyo 
That  he  ne  ooude  no  govemaunce,        945 
And  gonne  for  to  lepe  and  launce. 
And  beren  him  now  up,  now  doun, 
Til  that  he  saw  the  Scorpioun,  (440) 

Which  that  in  heven  a  signe  is  3rit. 
And  he,  for  ferde,  loste  his  wit,  950 

Of  that,  and  leet  the  reynes  goon 
Of  his  hors ;  and  they  anoon 
Gonne  up  to  mounte,  and  doun  descende 
Til  bothe  the  eyr  and  erthe  brendo ; 
Til  Jupiter,  lo,  atte  laste,  955 
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Him  slow,  and  fro  tiie  carte  caste. 

Lo,  is  it  not  a  greet  mischannce, 

To  lete  a  fole  ban  govemannce  (450) 

Of  thing  that  he  can  not  demeine  ? ' 

And  with  this  word,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
He  gan  alway  upper  to  sore,  961 

And  ghidded  me  ay  more  and  more, 
80  feithfolly  to  me  spak  he. 

Tho  gan  I  loken  under  me. 
And  beheld  the  eyrish  bestes,  965 

Cloades,  mistes,  and  tempestes, 
8nowes,  hailes,  reines,  windes, 
And  th'engendring  in  hir  kindes,       (460) 
And  al  thei  wey  through  whiche  I  cam  ; 
'  O  god,'  quod  I,  '  that  made  Adam,      970 
Moche  is  thy  might  and  thy  noblesse !  * 

And  tho  thonghte  I  upon  BoCce, 
That  writ,  *  a  thought  may  flee  so  hyfi, 
With  fetheres  of  Philosophye, 
To  passen  everich  element ;  975 

And  whan  he  hath  so  fer  y-went. 
Than  may  be  seen,  behind  his  bfUc, 
doud,  and  al  that  I  of  spak.'  (470) 

Tho  gan  I  wexen  in  a  were, 
And  Beyde,  *  I  woot  wel  I  am  here ;      980 
But  wher  in  body  or  in  gost 
I  noot,  y-wis ;  but  god,  thou  wost ! ' 
For  more  deer  entendement 
Nadde  he  me  never  yit  y-sent. 
And  than  thoughte  I  on  Marcian,        985 
And  eek  on  Anteclaudian, 
That  sooth  was  hir  descripcioun 
Of  al  the  hevenes  regioun,  (480) 

As  fer  as  that  I  saw  the  prove ; 
Therfor  I  can  hem  now  beleve.  990 

With  that  this  egle  gan  to  crye : 

*  lAt  be,*  quod  he,  '  thy  fantasye  ; 
Wilt  thou  lore  of  sterres  aught  ? ' 

'  Nay,  certeinly,'  quod  I,  '  right  naught ; 

And  why  ?  for  I  am  now  to  old.*  995 

'  Elles  I  wolde  thee  have  told,' 

Quod  he,  *  the  sterres  names,  lo. 

And  al  the  hevenes  signes  to,  (490) 

And  which  they  been.*   *  No  fors,'  quod  I. 

*  Tis,  pardee,'  quod  he ;  *■  wostow  why  ?  1000 
For  whan  thou  redest  poetrye, 

How  goddes  gonne  stellifye 

Brid,  fish,  beste,  or  him  or  here. 

As  the  Baven,  or  either  Bere, 

Or  Ariones  harpe  fyn,  1005 

Castor,  Pollux,  or  Delphyn, 


Or  f  Atlantes  doughtres  sevene, 
How  alle  these  am  set  in  hevene ;      (500) 
For  though  thou  have  hem  ofte  on  honde. 
Yet  nostow  not  wher  that  they  stonde.' 

*  No  fors,*  quod  I,  *  hit  is  no  nede :       lui  i 
I  leve  as  wel,  so  god  me  spede. 

Hem  that  wiyte  of  this  matere, 
As  though  I  knew  hir  places  here ; 
And  eek  they  shynen  here  so  brighte. 
Hit  shulde  shenden  al  my  sighte,        it>i6 
To  loke  on  hem.*    *  That  may  wel  be,' 
Quod  he.    And  so  forth  bar  he  me      (510) 
A  whyl,  and  than  he  gan  to  crye. 
That  never  herde  I  thing  so  hye,         1020 

*  Now  up  the  heed  ;  for  al  is  wel ; 
Seynt  Julyan,  lo,  bon  hostel ! 
See  here  the  House  of  Fame,  lo  ! 
Maistow  not  heren  that  I  do  ?* 

'  What  ?'  quod  I.    ♦  The  grete  soun,'   1025 

Quod  he,  '  that  rumbleth  up  and  doun 

In  Fames  Hous,  fhl  of  tydinges, 

Bothe  of  fair  speche  and  chydiuges,    (5^0) 

And  of  fals  and  soth  compouned. 

Herkne  wel ;  hit  is  not  rouned.  1030 

Herestow  not  the  greto  swogh  ? ' 

'  Yis,  pardee,'  quod  I,  *  wel  y-nogh.' 

^  And  what  soun  is  it  lyk  ? '  quod  he. 

'  Peter !  lyk  beting  of  tho  see,' 

Quod  I,  *  again  the  roches  holowe,       1035 

Whan  tempest  doth  the  shippes  swalowe ; 

And  lat  a  man  stonde,  out  of  doute, 

A  myle  thens,  and  here  hit  route ;      (530) 

Or  elles  lyk  the  last  humblinge 

Afber  the  clappe  of  a  thundringe,        1040 

When  Joves  hath  the  air  y-bete ; 

But  hit  doth  me  for  fere  swete.' 

'  Nay,  dred  thee  not  therof,*  quod  he, 

^  Hit  is  nothing  wil  byten  thee ; 

Thou  shalt  non  harm  have,  trewely.'  1045 

And  with  this  word  bothe  he  and  I 
As  nigh  the  place  arryved  were 
As  men  may  casten  with  a  spere.        (540) 
I  nistd  how,  but  in  a  strete 
He  sette  me  faire  on  my  fete,  1050 

And  seyde,  *  Walke  forth  a  pas, 
And  tak  thyn  aventure  or  cas. 
That  thou  shalt  finde  in  Fames  place.' 

'  Now,'  quod  I,  '  whyl  we  han  space 
To  speke,  or  that  I  go  fro  thee,  1055 

For  the  love  of  god,  tel  me. 
In  sooth  that  wil  I  of  thee  lere. 
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If  this  noise  that  I  here 

Be,  as  I  have  herd  thee  tellen, 

Of  folk  that  donn  in  erthe  dwellen, 

And  oomth  here  in  the  same  wyse 

As  I  thee  herde  or  this  devyse ; 

And  that  ther  lyves  hody  nis 

In  al  that  hoos  that  yonder  is, 

That  maketh  al  this  londe  &re  ?' 

*  No,*  quod  he,  *  by  Seynte  Clare, 

And  also  wis  god  rede  me  ! 

Bnt  o  thinge  I  wil  wame  thee 

Of  the  which  thon  wolt  have  wonder. 

Lo,  to  the  House  of  Eame  yonder        xotd 

Thon  wost  how  oometh  every  gpeche. 

Hit  nedeth  noght  thee  eft  to  teche. 

Bnt  onderstond  now  right  wel  this ; 

Whan  any  speche  y-comen  is 


1065 


(560) 


^^>75 


Up  to  the  paleys,  anon-right 

Hit  wexeth  lyk  the  same  wight 

Which  that  the  word  in  erthe  spak, 

Be  hit  clothed  reed  or  blak  ;  {570) 

And  hath  so  verray  his  lyknesse 

That  spak  the  word,  that  thou  wilt  gesse 

That  hit  the  same  body  be,  108 1 

Man  or  woman,  he  or  she. 

And  is  not  this  a  wonder  thing  ? ' 

*  Yis,'  qnod  I  tho,  '  by  hevene  king ! ' 
And  with  this  worde,  '  Farwel,'  qutxl  ho, 

*  And  here  I  wol  abyden  thee  ;  iu86 
And  god  of  hevene  sonde  thee  grace, 
Som  good  to  lemen  in  this  place.'      (580) 
And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon, 

And  gan  forth  to  the  paleys  goon.       i(x>o 

Explicit  liber  secundus. 
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Incipit  liber  tercius. 

Invocation, 

0  god  of  science  and  of  light, 
Apollo,  through  thy  grete  might, 
This  litel  laste  book  thon  gye ! 
Nat  that  I  wilne,  for  maistiye, 

Here  art  poetical  be  shewed  ;  1095 

But,  for  the  rym  is  light  and  lowed, 

Yit  make  hit  sumwhat  agreable, 

Though  som  vers  faUe  in  a  sillable ; 

And  that  I  do  no  diligence 

To  shewe  craft,  but  o  sentence.     (10)  iioo 

And  if,  divyne  vertu,  thou 

Wilt  helpe  me  to  shewe  now 

That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is — 

Lo,  that  is  for  to  menen  this. 

The  Hous  of  Fame  to  descryve —         1 105 

Thon  Shalt  see  me  go,  as  blyve, 

Unto  the  nexte  laure  I  see. 

And  kisse  hit,  for  hit  is  thy  tree ; 

Now  entreth  in  my  breste  anoon  ! — 

The  Dream. 

Whan  I  was  fro  this  egle  goon,    (ao)  1 1 10 

1  gan  beholde  upon  this  place. 


And  certein,  or  1  ferther  ptice, 

I  wol  yow  al  the  shap  devyse 

Of  hous  and  fsite  ;  and  al  the  wyse 

How  I  gan  to  this  place  aproche  1 1 15 

That  stood  upon  so  high  a  roche, 

Hyer  stant  ther  noon  in  Spaine. 

But  up  I  domb  with  alle  paine, 

And  though  to  olimbe  hit  greved  me, 

Yit  I  ententif  was  to  see,  (30)  1120 

And  for  to  pouren  wonder  lowe, 

If  I  coude  any  weyes  knowe 

What  manor  stoon  this  roche  was ; 

For  hit  was  lyk  a  thing  of  glas. 

But  that  hit  shoon  fill  more  clere  ;      1 1 35 

But  of  what  oongeled  matere 

Hit  was,  I  niste  redely. 

Bnt  at  the  laste  espyed  I, 
And  found  that  hit  was,  every  deel, 
A  roche  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.    (40)  1 130 
Thoughte  I,  '  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent ! 
This  ivere  a  feble  foundement 
To  bilden  on  a  place  hye ; 
He  oughte  him  litel  glorifye 
That  her-on  bilt,  god  so  me  save !'       1 135 

Tho  saw  I  al  the  half  y-grave 
With  famous  folkes  names  fele, 
That  had  y-been  in  mochel  wele, 
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And  hir  fames  wyde  y-blowe. 

But  wel  unethes  coude  I  knowe    (50)  1 140 

Any  lettres  for  to  rede 

Hir  names  by  ;  for,  out  of  drede, 

They  were  almost  of-thowed  so, 

That  of  the  lettres  oon  or  two 

Was  molte  away  of  every  name,  1 145 

80  nnfamous  was  weze  hir  fame  ; 

But  men  seyn,  '  What  may  ever  laste  ? ' 

Tho  gan  I  in  myn  herte  caste, 
That  they  were  molte  awey  with  hete, 
And  not  awey  with  stormes  bete.  (60)  1150 
For  on  that  other  syde  I  sey 
Of  this  hille,  that  northward  lay, 
How  hit  was  writen  ful  of  names 
Of  folk  that  hadden  grete  fames 
Of  olde  tyme,  and  yit  they  were  1 155 

As  fresshe    as    men    had    writen    hem 

there 
The  selve  day  right,  or  that  houre 
That  I  upon  hem  gan  to  poure. 
But  wel  I  wisto  what  hit  made ; 
Hit  was  conserved  with  the  shade —    (70) 
Al  this  wrytinge  that  I  sy —  1161 

Of  a  castel,  that  stood  on  hy, 
And  stood  eek  on  so  cold  a  place, 
That  hete  mighte  hit  not  deface. 

Tho  gan  I  up  the  hille  to  goon,         X165 
And  fond  upon  the  coppe  a  woon. 
That  alle  the  men  that  ben  on  lyve 
Ne  han  the  ^cunning  to  descryve 
The  beautee  of  that  ilke  place, 
Ke  coude  casten  no  oompace  (80)  11 70 

Bwich  another  for  to  make, 
That  mighte  of  beautee  be  his  make, 
Ne  [be]  so  wonderliche  y-wrought ; 
That  hit  astonieth  yit  my  thought, 
And  maketh  al  my  wit  to  swinke         1175 
On  this  castel  to  bethinke. 
So  that  the  grete  foraft,  beautee. 
The  oast,  the  cnriositee 
Ne  can  I  not  to  yow  devyse, 
My  wit  ne  may  me  not  suffyse.     (90)  1 180 

But  natheles  al  the  substance 
I  have  yit  in  my  remembrance  ; 
For-why  me  thoughte,  by  Seynt  Gyle  ! 
Al  was  of  stone  of  beryle, 
Bothe  castel  and  the  tour,  1 185 

And  eek  the  halle,  and  every  hour, 
Withonten  peces  or  joininges. 
But  many  subtil  compaasinges. 


-j-Babewinnes  and  pinacles, 

Imageries  and  tabernacles,  (lou)  1190 

I  saw ;  and  iul  eek  of  windowes. 

As  flakes  falle  in  grote  snowes. 

And  eek  in  ech  of  the  pinacles 

Weren  sondiy  habitacles, 

In  whiche  stoden,  al  withoute —  1195 

Ful  the  castel,  al  aboute — 

Of  alle  maner  of  minstrales. 

And  gestiours,  that  tellen  tales 

Bothe  of  weping  and  of  game, 

Of  al  that  longeth  unto  Fame,     (no)  laoo 

Ther  herde  I  pleyen  on  an  harpe 
That  souned  bothe  wel  and  sharpe, 
Orpheus  ful  oraftely, 
And  on  his  syde,  faste  by, 
Sat  the  harper  Orion,  1^05 

And  Eacides  Chiron, 
And  other  harpers  many  oon. 
And  the  Bret  Glascurion  ; 
And  smale  harpers  with  her  gleSs 
f  Seten  under  hem  in  8e(^s,  (lao)  laio 

And  gonne  on  hem  upward  to  gape, 
And  oountrefete  hem  as  an  ape, 
Or  as  craft  countrefeteth  kinde. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonden  hem  behinde, 
A-fer  fro  hem,  al  by  hemselve,  iai5 

Many  thousand  tymes  twelve, 
That  maden  loude  menstralcyes 
In  comemuse,  and  shalmyes, 
And  many  other  maner  pype, 
That  craftely  begunne  pype         (130)  laao 
Bothe  in  doucet  and  in  rede, 
That  ben  at  festes  with  the  brede ; 
And  many  flonte  and  lilting-home, 
And  pypes  made  of  g^ne  come. 
As  han  thise  litel  herde-gromes,  1325 

That  kepen  bestes  in  the  bromes. 

Ther  saugh  I  than  Atiteris, 
And  of  Athenes  dan  Pseustis, 
And  llarcia  that  lost  her  skin, 
Bothe  in  face,  body,  and  chin,    (140)  1230 
For  that  she  wolde  envyen,  lo  ! 
To  pypen  bet  then  Apollo. 
Ther  saugh  I  famous,  olde  and  yonge, 
Pypers  of  the  Duche  tonge, 
To  lerne  lovo-daunces,  springes,  1255 

Beyes,  and  these  straunge  thinges. 

Tho  saugh  I  in  another  place 
Stonden  in  a  large  space, 
Of  hem  that  maken  blody  soun 
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In  trumpe,  beme,  and  clarioun  ;  (150)  134^ 
For  in  fight  and  blood-ehedinge 
Is  used  gladly,  clarioninge. 

Ther  herde  I  trompen  MessennSf 
Of  whom  that  spdketh  VirgUins. 
Ther  herde  I  Joab  tmmpe  also,  1245 

Theodoiuas,  and  other  mo ; 
And  alle  that  used  clarion 
In  Cataloigne  and  Aragon, 
That  in  hir  tyme  famous  were 
To  leme,  saugh  I  trumpe  there.  (160)  1250 

Ther  saugh  I  sitte  in  other  sete, 
Pleyinge  upon  sondry  gleSs, 
Whiche  that  I  cannot  nevene, 
Mo  then  sterres  been  in  lievene, 
Of  whiche  I  nil  as  now  not  ryme,        1255 
For  ese  of  yow,  and  loese  of  tyme : 
For  tyme  y-loet,  this  knowen  ye, 
By  no  way  may  recovered  be. 

Ther  saugh  I  fpleyen  jogelours, 
Magioiens  and  tregetours,  (170)1360 

And  phitonesses,  charmeresses, 
Olde  wicches,  sorceresses, 
That  use  exorsisaciouns 
And  eek  thise  ftunigaciouns ; 
And  derkes  eek,  which  conne  wel      1265 
Al  this  magyke  naturel, 
That  craftely  don  hir  ententes, 
To  make,  in  certeyn  asoendentes, 
Images,  lo,  through  which  magyk 
To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  ^k.  (180)  1270 
Ther  saugh  I  fthee,  queen  Medea, 
And  Circes  eke,  and  Galipsa ; 
Ther  saugh  I  Hermes  Ballenus, 
Lymote,  and  eek  Simon  Magus.  1274 

Ther  saugh  I,  and  knew  hem  by  name, 
That  by  such  art  don  men  han  fame. 
Ther  saugh  I  GoUe  tregetour 
l^pon  a  table  of  sicamour 
Pleye  an  nncouthe  thing  to  telle ; 
I  saugh  him  oarien  a  wind-melle  (190)  1280 
louder  a  walsh-note  shale. 

Wliat  shuld  I  make  lenger  tale 
Of  al  the  peple  that  I  say. 
Fro  hennes  in-to  domesday  ? 

Whan  I  had  al  this  folk  beholde,     1285 
.\nd  fond  me  lous,  and  noght  y-holde, 
And  eft  y-mused  longe  whyle 
Viyon  these  walles  of  beryle, 
That  shoon  ful  lighter  than  a  glas, 
And  made  wel  more  than  hit  was       (aoo) 
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To  semen,  every  thing,  y-wis. 

As  kinde  thing  of  fames  is ; 

I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  fond 

The  castel-yate  on  my  right  hond. 

Which  that  so  wel  corven  was  1295 

That  never  swich  another  nas ; 

And  yit  hit  was  by  aventure 

Y-wrought,  as  oft«n  as  by  cure. 
Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  tellen, 

To  make  yow  to  longe  dwellen,  (aio)  1300 

Of  this  yates  florisshinges, 

Ke  of  compasses,  ne  of  kervinges, 

Ne  how  they  fhatte  in  masoneries. 

As,  corbets  ftille  of  imageries. 

But,  lord  !  so  fair  hit  was  to  shewe,    1305 

For  hit  was  al  with  gold  behewe. 

But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon  ; 

Tlior  mette  I  crying  many  oon, — 

*  A  larges,  larges,  hold  up  wel ! 

Ood  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,     (220)  1310 

Our  owne  gentil  lady  Fame, 

And  hem  that  wUnen  to  have  name 

Of  us  ! '    Thus  herde  I  cryen  alle, 

And  faste  oomen  out  of  halle. 

And  shoken  nobles  and  sterlinges.       1315 

And  Bomme  orouned  were  as  kinges. 

With  orounes  wroght  ful  of  losenges ; 

And  many  riban,  and  many  frenges 

Were  on  hir  clothes  trowely. 
Tho  atte  laste  aspyed  I  (230)  1320 

That  pursevauntes  and  heiaudes. 

That  cryen  riche  folkes  laudes. 

Hit  weren  alle ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  tellen  can, 
Had  on  him  throwen  a  vesture,  1335 

Which  that  men  depe  a  cote-armure, 
Enbrowded  wonderliche  riche, 
Al-though  they  nere  nought  y-liche. 
But  noght  nil  I,  so  mote  I  thryve, 
Been  aboute  to  discryve  (240)  1330 

Al  these  armes  that  ther  weren. 
That  they  thus  on  hir  cotes  beren, 
For  hit  to  me  were  impossible  ; 
Men  mighte  make  of  hem  a  bible 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trows.  1335 

For  certe3m,  who-so  coude  y-knowe 
Mighte  ther  alle  the  armes  seen 
Of  famous  folk  tliat  han  y-been 
In  Auffrike,  Europe,  and  Asye, 
Sith  first  began  the  ohevalrye.    (350)  1340 
Lo  !  how  shulde  I  now  telle  al  this  ? 


340 


t^9e  l^ou0  of  ^amt. 


[BoorIU. 


Ne  of  the  halle  eek  ^hat  nede  is 

To  tellen  yow,  that  every  "wal 

Of  hitf  and  floor,  and  roof  and  al 

Was  plated  half  a  fote  thikke  1345 

Of  gold,  and  that  nan  no-thing  wikke. 

But,  for  to  prove  in  alle  wyse, 

As  fyn  as  dncat  in  Yenyse, 

Of  whiche  to  lyte  al  in  my  ponche  is  ? 

And  they  wer  set  as  thikke  of  nouchls  (a6o) 

Folle  of  the  fsmest  stones  faire,  1351 

That  men  rede  in  the  lapidaire, 

As  greses  growen  in  a  mede  ; 

Bat  hit  'Were  ftl  to  longe  to  rede 

The  names ;  and  therfore  I  pace.         1355 

Bnt  in  this  riche  Insty  place, 
That  Fames  halle  called  was, 
Fnl  moche  prees  of  folk  tlier  nas, 
Xe  cronding,  for  to  mochil  prees. 
Bnt  al  on  hye,  above  a  dees,        (370)  1360 
-f  Sitte  in  a  see  imperial. 
That  maad  was  of  a  mbee  al. 
Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  y-calied, 
I  sangh,  perpetually  y-stalled, 
A  feminyne  creataro  ;  1365 

That  never  formed  by  nature 
Nas  swich  another  thing  y-seye. 
For  altherflrst,  soth  for  to  seye, 
Me  thoughte  that  she  was  so  lyte, 
That  the  lengthe  of  a  cub^-te       (280)  1370 
Was  lenger  than  she  semed  be  ; 
But  thus  sone,  in  a  whyle,  she 
Hir  tho  so  'f'wonderliche  streighte. 
That  with  hir  f^et  she  th*ertho  reighte. 
And  with  hir  heed  she  touched  hevene, 
Ther  as  shynen  sterres  sevene.  1376 

And  ther-to  eek,  as  to  my  wit, 
I  saugh  a  gretter  wonder  jrit, 
Upon  hir  eyen  to  beholde ; 
But  certeyn  I  hem  never  tolde  ;  (290)  1380 
For  as  fele  eyen  hadde  she 
As  fetheres  upon  foules  be, 
Or  weren  on  the  bestes  foure, 
Tliat  goddes  trone  gunne  honoure. 
As  John  writ  in  th'apocolips.  1385 

Hir  heer,  that  oundy  was  and  crips. 
As  burned  gold  hit  shoon  to  see. 
And  sooth  to  tellen,  also  she 
Had  also  fele  up-stonding  eres 
And  tonges,  as  on  bestes  heres ;  (300)  1390 
And  on  hir  feet  wexen  saugh  I 
Partriches  winges  redely 


But,  lord  !  the  perrie  and  the  richesse 
I  saugh  sitting  on  this  goddesse  ! 
And,  lord  !  the  hevenish  m^odye        1395 
Of  songes,  ftil  of  armonye, 
I  herde  abonte  her  trone  y-flonge. 
That  al  the  paleys-walles  ronge ! 
So  song  the  mighty  Muse,  she 
That  cleped  is  Caliopee,  (310)  140U 

And  hir  eighte  sustren  eke. 
That  in  hir  face  semen  meke ; 
And  evenno,  eternally, 
They  songe  of  Fame,  as  tho  herde  I : — 
'  Heried  be  thou  and  thy  name,  1405 

GKxldesse  of  renoun  and  of  fame ! ' 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo,  atte  laste. 
As  I  myn  eyen  gan  up  caste, 
That  this  ilke  noble  queue 
On  hir  shuldres  gan  susteue        (320)  1410 
Bothe  th'armes  and  the  name 
Of  tho  that  hadde  large  fame ; 
Alexander,  and  Hercules 
That  with  a  sherte  his  lyf  lees  ! 
fThus  fond  I  sitting  this  goddesse,      1415 
In  nobley,  honour,  and  richesse ; 
Of  which  I  stinte  a  whyle  now. 
Other  thing  to  tellen  yow. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  either  syde, 
Streight  doun  to  the  dores  wyde,  (330)  1420 
Fro  the  dees,  many  a  pileer 
Of  metal,  that  shoon  not  ftd  cleer ; 
But  though  they  nere  of  no  richesse. 
Yet  they  were  maad  for  greet  noblesse, 
And  in  hem  greet  [and  hy]  sentence ;  1425 
And  folk  of  digne  reverence. 
Of  whiche  I  wol  yow  telle  fonde, 
Upon  the  piler  saugh  I  stonde. 

Alderflrst,  lo,  ther  I  sigh, 
Upon  a  piler  stonde  on  high,       (340)  1430 
That  was  of  lede  and  yren  fyn, 
Him  of  secte  Saturnyn, 
Th'  Ebrayk  Josephus,  the  olde, 
That  of  Jewes  gestes  tolde  ; 
And  bar  upon  his  shuldres  hye  1435 

The  fame  up  of  the  Jewerye. 
And  by  him  stoden  other  sevene, 
Wyse  and  worthy  for  to  nevene, 
To  helpen  him  bere  up  the  charge, 
Hit  was  so  hevy  and  so  large.      (350)  1440 
And  for  they  writen  of  batailes, 
As  wel  as  other  olde  mervailes, 
Therfor  was,  lo,  this  pileer, 
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Of  which  that  I  yow  telle  heer, 

Of  lede  and  yren  bothe,  y-wis.  1445 

For  yren  Martes  metal  is, 

Which  that  god  is  of  bataile ; 

And  the  leed,  withonten  faile, 

Is,  lo,  the  metal  of  Sattime, 

That  hath  fnl  large  wheel  to  torne.    (360) 

Tho  stoden  forth,  on  every  rowe,         1451 

Of  hem  which  that  I  coude  knowe, 

Thogh  I  hem  noght  by  ordre  telle, 

To  make  yow  to  long  to  dweUe. 

These,  of  whiche  I  ginne  rede,  1455 

Ther  sangh  I  stonden,  out  of  drede : 
Upon  an  yren  piler  strong, 
That  peynted  was,  al  endelong, 
With  tygres  blode  in  every  place. 
The  Tholosan  that  highte  Stace,  (370)  1460 
That  bar  of  Thebes  up  the  fame 
Upon  his  shnldres,  and  the  name 
Also  of  cruel  AchUles. 
And  by  him  stood,  withonten  lees, 
Ful  wonder  hye  on  a  pileer  1465 

Of  yren,  he,  the  gret  Omeer  ; 
And  with  him  Dares  and  lytns 
Before,  and  eek  he,  Lollins, 
And  Gnido  eek  de  Columpnis, 
And  English  Ganfride  eek,  y-wis ;  (380)  1470 
And  ech  of  these,  as  have  I  joj^e, 
Was  be^  for  to  here  np  Troyo. 
So  hevy  ther-of  was  the  fame, 
That  for  to  bere  hit  was  no  game. 
Bnt  yit  I  gan  ful  wel  espye,  1475 

Betwix  hem  was  a  litel  envye. 
Oon  seyde,  Omere  made  lyes, 
Fejr'ninge  in  his  poetryes, 
And  was  to  Grekes  favorable  ; 
Therfor  held  he  hit  bnt  fable.     (390)  1480 

Tho  sangh  I  stonde  on  a  pileer, 
That  was  of  tinned  yren  cleer, 
That  Latin  poete,  [dan]  Virgyle, 
That  bore  hath  np  a  longe  whyle 
The  fame  of  Pins  Eneas.  1485 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  was, 
Of  coper,  Venns  clerk,  Ovyde, 
That  hath  y-sowen  wonder  wyde 
The  grete  god  of  Loves  name. 
And  ther  he  bar  np  wel  his  fame,       (400) 
Upon  this  piler,  also  hye  1491 

As  I  might  see  hit  with  myn  y6  : 
For-why  this  halle,  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woxe  on  i'highte,  lengthe  and  brede, 


Wel  more,  by  a  thousand  del,  1495 

Than  hit  was  erst,  that  sangh  I  weL 

Tho  sangh  I,  on  a  pLler  by, 
Of  yren  wroght  ful  sternely, 
The  grete  poete,  dann  Lucan, 
And  on  his  shnldres  bar  up  than,      (4 10) 
As  highe  as  that  I  mighte  see,  1501 

The  fame  of  Julius  and  Pompee. 
And  by  him  stoden  alle  these  clerkes, 
That  writen  of  Romes  mighty  werkes, 
That,  if  I  wolde  hir  names  telle,  1505 

Al  to  longe  moste  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood 
Of  soulfre,  lyk  as  he  were  wootl, 
Dan  Clandian,  the  soth  to  telle, 
That  bar  up  al  the  fame  of  helle,  (420)  1510 
Of  Pluto,  and  of  Proserpyne, 
That  queue  is  of  the  derke  pyne. 

What  shulde  I  more  telle  of  this  ? 
The  halle  was  al  ful,  y-wis, 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes,  1515 

As  ben  on  trees  rokes  nestes ; 
But  hit  a  ful  confus  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here. 
That    they    of   write,     and     how   they 

highte. 
But  whyl  that  I  beheld  this  sighte,    (430) 
I  herde  a  noise  aprochen  blyve,  1521 

That  ferde  as  l>een  don  in  an  hyve, 
Agen  her  tyme  of  out-fleyinge  ; 
Right  swiche  a  maner  murmuringe. 
For  al  the  world,  hit  semed  me.  1525 

Tho  gan  I  loke  aboute  and  see, 
That  ther  com  entring  fin  the  halle 
A  right  gret  company  with-alle, 
And  that  of  sondry  regiouns, 
Of  alleskinnes  condiciouns,  (440)  1530 

That  dwelle  in  erthe  under  the  mone, 
Pore  and  ryohe.    And  also  sone 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonne  doun  on  knefis  falle 
Before  this  ilke  noble  quene,  1535 

And  seyde,  '  Graunte  us,  lady  shene, 
Ech  of  us,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone ! ' 
And     Bomme     of    hem     she     grannted 

sone, 
And  somme  she  wemed  wel  and  faire ; 
And  somme  she  grannted  the  contraire 
Of  hir  axing  utterly.  (451)  154 1 

But  thus  I  seye  yow  trewely, 
What  hir  cause  was,  I  niste. 
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For  this  folk,  fnl  wel  I  wisto, 
They  hadde  good  fame  ech  deserved^  1545 
Althogh  they  were  diTersly  served  ; 
Bight  aa  hir  saster,  dame  Fortune, 
Is  wont  to  serven  in  comnne. 

Now  herkne  how  she  gan  to  paye 
That  gonne  hir  of  hir  grace  prsye ;    (460) 
And  yit,  lo,  al  this  companye  1551 

Seyden  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 

*  Madame,*  seyden  they,  ^  we  be 
Folk  that  heer  besechen  thee. 
That  thou  grannte  ns  now  good  fame,  1555 
And  lete  our  werkes  han  that  name  ; 
In  All  recompensacioun 
Of  good  werk,  give  ns  good  renoan.' 
'  I  weme  yow  hit,*  qnod  she  anoon, 
'  Ye  gete  of  me  good  fame  noon,  (470)  1560 
By  god  !  and  therfor  go  your  wey.* 

*■  Alas,'  qnod  they,  *  and  welaway  ! 
Telle  ns,  what  may  your  canse  be  ?' 

'  For  me  list  hit  noght,*  qnod  she ; 

*  No  wight  shal  speke  of  yow,  y-wis,    1565 
Good  ne  harm,  no  that  ne  this.* 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  to  oalle 
Hir  messanger,  that  was  in  halle, 
And  bad  that  he  shnlde  faste  goon, 
fUp  peyne  to  be  blind  anoon,      (480)  1570 
For  Eolns,  the  god  of  winde ; — 

*  In  Trace  ther  ye  shnl  him  finde. 
And  bid  him  bxinge  his  darionn, 
That  is  fnl  dyvers  of  his  soon, 

And  hit  is  cleped  Clere  Lande,  1575 

With  which  he  wont  is  to  herande 
Hem  that  me  list  y-preised  be : 
And  also  bid  him  how  that  he 
Bringe  his  other  olarionn, 
That  highte  Sclanndre  in  every  tonn,  (490) 
With  which  he  wont  is  to  diffame      1581 
Hem  that  me  list,  and  do  hem  shame.* 

This  messanger  gan  fasto  goon. 
And  fonnd  wher,  in  a  cave  of  stoon, 
In  a  contree  that  highte  Trace,  1585 

This  Eolns,  with  harde  grace, 
Held  the  windes  in  distresse. 
And  gan  hem  nnder  him  to  presse. 
That  they  gonne  as  beres  roro. 
He  bond  and  pressed  hem  so  sore.      (500) 

This  messanger  gan  faste  ciye,         159' 

*  Hys  np,'  qnod  he,  *  and  faste  hye, 
TU  that  thou  at  my  lady  be ; 

And  tak  thy  clarions  eek  with  thee, 


And  speed  thee  forth.'   And  he  anon  1595 

Took  to  a  man,  that  hight  Triton, 

His  darionns  to  here  tho, 

And  leet  a  oerteyn  wind  to  go. 

That  blew  so  hidonsly  and  hye, 

That  hit  ne  lofte  not  a  skye         (510)  i6ou 

In  al  the  welken  longe  and  brood. 

i  This  Eolns  no-wher  abood 

Til  he  was  come  at  Fames  feet, 

And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  heet ; 

And  ther  he  stood,  as  still  as  stoon.    1605 

And  her-withal  ther  com  anoon 

Another  hnge  companye 

Of  gode  folk,  and  gonne  crye, 

^  Lady,  grannte  ns  now  good  fame, 

And  lat  our  werkes  han  that  name    (520) 

Now,  in  hononr  of  gentilesse,  161 1 

And  also  god  your  soule  blesse  ! 

For  we  him  wel  deserved  hit, 

Therfor  is  right  that  we  ben  quit.' 

*As   thiyve    I,'    quod    she,    *ye    shal 
faile. 
Good  werkes  shal  yow  noght  availe    1616 
To  have  of  me  good  fame  as  now. 
But  wite  ye  what  ?    I  graunte  yow, 
That  ye  shal  have  a  shrewed  fame      16 19 
And  wikked  loos,  and  worse  name,    (530) 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
•Now  go  your  wey,  for  ye  be  served  j 
And  thou,  dan  Eolus,  let  see ! 
Tak  forth  thy  trumpe  anon,*  quod  she, 
'  That  is  y-cleped  Sdaunder  light,       1625 
And  blow  hir  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  hem  harm  and  shrewednesse. 
In  stede  of  good  and  worthinesse. 
For  thou  shalt  trumpe  al  the  oontraire 
Of  that  they  han  don  wel  or  faire.'      1650 

*  Alas,*  thoughte  I,  •  what  aventux«s 
Han  these  sory  creatures !  (54,) 

For  they,  amonges  al  the  pres, 
Shul  thus  be  shamed  gilteles ! 
But  what!  hit  moste  nedes  be.*  1635 

What  did  this  Eolus,  but  he 
Tok  out  his  blakke  trumpe  of  bras 
That  fouler  than  the  devil  was, 
And  gan  this  trumpe  for  to  blowe. 
As  al  the  world  shulde  overthrowe ;    (550) 
That  through-oat  every  regioun       '    1641 
Wente  this  foule  trumpes  soun 
As  swift  as  pelet  out  of  gonne. 
Whan  fyr  is  in  the  poudre  ronne. 
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And  ffwicho  a  smoke  gan  out-wende    1645 

Out  of  his  fonle  tmznpes  ende, 

Blak,  bio,  grenish,  swartish  reed, 

As  doth  wher  that  men  melte  leed, 

Lo,  al  on  high  fro  the  tuel ! 

And  therto  00  thing  sangh  I  wel,  (560)  1650 

That,  the  ferther  that  hit  ran, 

The  gretter  wexen  hit  began, 

As  doth  the  river  from  a  welle. 

And  hit  stank  as  the  pit  of  helle. 

Ahys,  thus  was  hir  shame  y-ronge,       1655 

And  giltelees,  on  every  tonga 

Tho  com  the  thridde  companye. 
And  gunne  up  to  the  dees  to  hye, 
And  donn  on  knees  they  fille  anon, 
And  seyde, '  We  ben  everichon     (570)  1660 
Folk  that  han  fdl  trewely 
Deserved  fame  rightfully. 
And  praye  yow,  hit  mot  be  knowe, 
Right  as  hit  iS)  and  forth  y-blowe/ 
*  I  graunte,'  quod  she,  '  for  me  list       1665 
That  now  your  gode  f  werk  be  wist ; 
And  3dt  ye  shul  han  better  loos, 
Right  in  dispyt  of  alle  your  foos, 
Than  worthy  is;  and  that  anoon  : 
Lat  now,'  quod  she, '  thy  trumpe  goon,  (5S0) 
Thou  Eolus,  that  is  so  blak ;  1671 

And  out  thyn  other  trumpe  tak 
That  highte  Laude,  and  blow  hit  so 
That  through  the  world  hir  fame  go 
Al  esely,  and  not  to  faste,  1675 

That  hit  be  knowen  atte  laste.' 

'  Fol  gladly,  lady  myn,'  he  seyde ; 
And  out  his  trumpe  of  golde  he  brayde 
Anon,  and  sette  hit  to  his  mouthe. 
And  blew  hit  est,  and  west,  and  southe,(59o) 
And  north,  as  loude  as  any  thunder,  168  x 
That  every  wight  hadde  of  hit  wonder, 
So  brode  hit  ran,  or  than  hit  stente. 
And,  certes,  al  the  breeth  that  wente 
Out  of  his  tmmpes  mouthe  smelde      1685 
As  men  a  pot-ful  fbawme  helde 
Among  a  basket  fdl  of  roses ; 
This  favour  dide  he  til  hir  loses. 

And  right  with  this  I  gan  aspye, 
Ther  com  the  ferthe  companye —  (600)  1690 
But  certeyn  they  were  wonder  fewe — 
And  gonne  stonden  in  a  rewe. 
And  seyden,  '  Certes,  lady  brighte. 
We  han  don  wel  with  al  our  mighte ; 
But  we  ne  kepen  have  no  fame.  1695 


Hyd  our  werkes  and  our  name. 

For  gpoddes  love  !  for  certes  we 

Han  certeyn  doon  hit  for  bountee. 

And  for  no  maner  other  thing.' 

*  I  graunte  yow  al  your  asking,'    (610)  1 700 

Quod  she  ;  '  let  your  f  werk  be  deed.' 

With  that  aboute  I  clew  myn  heed, 
And  saugh  anoon  the  fifte  route 
That  to  this  lady  gonne  loiite. 
And  doun  on  knees  anoon  to  falle ;      1705 
And  to  hir  tho  besoughten  alle 
To  hyde  hir  gode  werkes  eek. 
And  seyde,  they  yeven  noght  a  leek 
For  fame,  ne  for  swich  renoun  ; 
For  they,  for  contemplacioun       (620)  1710 
And  goddes  love,  hadde  y-wrought ; 
Ne  of  fame  wolde  they  nought 

'  What  ?  *  quod  she,  '  and  be  ye  wood  ? 
And  wene  ye  for  to  do  good, 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  fame  ?         1715 
Have  ye  dispyt  to  have  my  name  ? 
Nay,  ye  shul  liven  everichoon  ! 
Blow  thy  trumpe  and  that  anoon,' 
Quod  she,  '  thou  Eolus,  I  hote. 
And  ring  this  folkes  'f'werk  by  note,  (630) 
That  al  the  world  may  of  hit  here.'     1731 
And  he  gan  blowe  hir  loos  so  dere 
In  his  golden  clarioun, 
That  through  the  world  wente  the  soun, 
fSo  kenely,  and  eek  so  softe  ;  1725 

But  atte  laste  hit  was  on-lofbe. 

Thoo  eom  the  sexte  companye, 
And  gonne  faste  on  Fame  crye. 
Right  verraily,  in  this  manere 
They  seyden  :  'Mercy,  lady  dere !  (640)  1730 
To  telle  certein,  as  hit  is. 
We  han  don  neither  that  ne  this. 
But  ydel  al  our  lyf  y-be. 
But,  natheles,  yit  preye  we, 
That  we  mowe  han  so  good  a  fame,       1735 
And  greet  renoun  and  knowen  name, 
As  they  that  han  don  noble  gestes. 
And  acheved  alle  hir  lestes. 
As  wel  of  love  as  other  thing ; 
Al  was  us  never  broche  ne  ring,  (650)  1740 
Ne  elles  nought,  from  wimmen  sent, 
Ne  ones  in  hir  herte  y-ment 
To  make  us  only  frendly  chere. 
But  mighte  temen  us  on  here  ; 
Yit  lat  us  to  the  peple  seme  1745 

gwiche  as  the  world  may  of  us  deme. 
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That  wimmen  loven  us  for  wood. 

Hit  shal  don  us  as  xnoche  good, 

And  to  our  herte  as  moche  availe 

To  countrepeise  ese  and  travaile,  (660)  1750 

As  we  had  wonne  hit  with  labour ; 

For  that  is  dore  boght  honour 

At  regard  of  our  grete  ese. 

And  yit  thou  most  us  more  plese ; 

Let  us  be  holden  eek,  therto,  1755 

Worthy,  wyse,  and  gode  also, 

And  riche,  and  happy  unto  love. 

For  goddes  love,  that  sit  above, 

Though  we  may  not  the  body  have 

Of  wimmen,  yet,  so  god  yow  save !  (670)  1760 

Let  men  glewe  on  us  the  name ; 

Sufifyceth  that  we  han  the  fame.' 

'  I  graunte,'  quod  she,  '  by  my  tronthe ! 
Now,  Eolus,  with-outen  slouthe, 
Tak  out  thy  trumpe  of  gold,  f  let  see,  1765 
And  blow  as  they  han  axed  me, 
That  every  man  wene  hem  at  ese, 
Though  they  gon  in  ful  badde  lese.' 
This  Eolus  gan  hit  so  blowe,        (679)  1769 
That    through    the    world    hit    was   y- 
knowe. 

Tho  com  the  seventh  route  anoon. 
And  fel  on  knefis  everiohoon, 
And  seyde,  '  Lady,  graunte  us  sone 
The  same  thing,  the  same  bone. 
That  [ye]  this  nexte  folk  han  doon.*      1775 
*  Vy  on  yow,*  quod  she,  '  everiohoon ! 
Ye  masty  swyn,  ye  ydel  wrecches, 
Ful  of  roten  slowe  tecohes ! 
What  ?  false  theves !  wher  ye  wolde 
Be  famous  good,  and  no-thing  nolde    (690) 
Deser\'e  why,  ne  never  roughte?  1781 

Men  rather  yow  to-hangen  oughte ! 
For  ye  be  lyk  the  sweynte  cat, 
That  wolde  have  fish ;  but  wostow  what  ? 
He  wolde  no-thing  wete  his  dowes.     1785 
Yvel  thrift  come  on  your  jowes. 
And  eek  on  myn,  if  I  hit  graunte. 
Or  do  yow  favour,  yow  to  avaunte  ! 
Thou  Eolus,  thou  king  of  Trace  ! 
Go,  blow  this  folk  a  sory  grace,'  (700)  1790 
Quod  she,  '  anoon ;  and  wostow  how? 
As  I  shal  telle  thee  right  now ; 
Sey  :  "  These  ben  they  that  wolde  honour 
Have,  and  do  noskinnes  labour, 
Ne  do  no  good,  and  yit  han  laude ;       1795 
And  that  men  wende  that  bele  Isaude 


Ne  coude  hem  noght  of  love  weme ; 
And  yit  she  that  grint  at  a  queme 
Is  al  to  good  to  ese  hir  herte.'* ' 

This  Eolus  anon  up  sterte,        (710)  1800 
And  with  his  blakke  clarioun 
He  gan  to  blasen  out  a  soun, 
As  londe  as  belweth  wind  in  helle. 
And  eek  therwith,  [the]  sooth  to  telle, 
This  soun  was  [al]  so  ful  of  japes,         1805 
As  ever  mowes  were  in  apes. 
And  that  wente  al  the  world  aboute, 
That  every  wight  gan  on  hem  shoute. 
And  for  to  laughe  as  they  were  wode  ; 
Such  game  fonde  they  in  hir  hode.     (720) 

Tho  com  another  companye,  181 1 

That  had  y-doon  the  traiterye, 
The  harm,  the  fgretest  wikkednesse 
That  any  herte  couthe  gesse  ; 
And  preyed  hir  to  han  good  fame,        1815 
And    that    she    nolde    hem     doon    no 

shame, 
But  yeve  hem  loos  and  good  renoun. 
And  do  hit  blowe  in  clarioun. 

*  Nay,    wis ! '    quod    she,    '  hit    were    a 

vyce; 
Al  be  ther  in  me  no  justyce,         (730)  1820 
Me  listeth  not  to  do  hit  now, 
Ne  this  nil  I  not  graunt«  you.' 

Tho  come  ther  lepinge  in  a  route, 
And  gonne  choppen  al  aboute 
Every  man  upon  the  croune,  1825 

That  al  the  halle  gan  to  soune, 
And  seyden  :  *Lady,  lefe  and  dere. 
We  ben  swich  folk  as  ye  mowe  here. 
To  tellen  al  tho  tale  aright, 
We  ben  shrewes,  every  wight,      (740)  1830 
And  han  delyt  in  wikkednosse, 
As  gode  folk  han  in  goodnesse ; 
And  joye  to  be  knowen  shrewes. 
And  fulle  of  vyce  and  wikked  thewes  ; 
Wherfor  we  preyen  yow,  a-rowe,  1835 

That  our  fame  swich  be  knowe 
In  alle  thing  right  as  hit  is.* 

'  I  graunte  hit  yow,*  quod  she,  *  y-wis. 
But  what  art  thou  that  seyst  this  tale, 
Tliat  werest  on  thy  hose  a  pale,  (750)  1840 
And  on  thy  tipet  swiche  a  belle !  * 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  sooth  to  telle, 
I  am  that  ilke  shrewe,  y-wis, 
That  brende  the  temple  of  Isidis 

In  Athenes,  lo,  that  cit«e.*  1845 
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*And  wherfor    didest    thou    so?'  quod 

she. 

*  By  my  thrift,'  quod  he,  '  Tnadame, 
I  wolde  fayn  han  had  a  fame. 

As  other  folk  hadde  in  the  toun, 

Al-thog^h  they  were  of  greet  renoun    (760) 

For  hir  vertu  and  for  hir  thewes  ;        1851 

Thonghte  I,  as  greet  a  fame  han  shrewes, 

Thogh  hit  be  fbut  for  shrewednesse, 

As  gode  folk  han  for  goodnesse ; 

And  sith  I  may  not  have  that  oon,      1855 

That  other  nil  I  noght  for-goon. 

And  for  to  gette  of  Fames  hyre, 

The  temple  sette  I  al  a-fyre. 

Now  do  our  loos  be  blowen  swjrthe, 

As  wisly  be  thou  ever  blythe/     (770)  i860 

*  Gladly,'  quod  she ;  *  thou  Eolus, 
Herestow  not  what  they  preyen  us?* 

*  Madame,  308,  ful  wel,'  quod  he, 

*  And  I  wil  trumpen  hit,  parde  ! ' 

And  tok  his  blakke  trumpe  faste,         1865 
And  gan  to  puffen  and  to  blaste. 
Til  hit  was  at  the  worldes  ends. 

With  that  I  gan  aboute  wende  -, 
For  oon  that  stood  right  at  my  bak, 
lie  thonghte,  goodly  to  me  spak,  (780)  1870 
And  seyde :  *■  Frend,  what  is  thy  name  ? 
Artow  come  hider  to  han  fame  ? ' 
'  Kay,  for^othe,  frend  ! '  quod  I ; 

*  I  cam  noght  hider,  graunt  mercy ! 

For  no  swich  cause,  by  my  heed !         1875 

Suffyoeth  me,  as  I  were  deed, 

That     no    wight    liave     my    name    in 

honde. 
I  woot  my-self  best  how  I  stonde ; 
For  what  I  drye  or  what  I  thinke, 
I  wol  my-selven  al  hit  drinke,     (790)  1880 
Certeyn,  for  the  more  part, 
As  ferforth  as  I  can  myn  art.' 

*  But  what  dost  thou  here  than  ?'  quod  he. 
Quod  I,  *  that  wol  I  tellen  thee. 

The  cause  why  I  stondS  here  : —  1885 

Som  newe  tydings  for  to  lere: — 

Som  newe  fthinges,  I  not  what, 

lydinges,  other  this  or  that. 

Of  love,  or  swiche  thinges  glade. 

For  certeynly,  he  that  me  made   (800)  1890 

To  comen  hider,  seyde  me, 

I  shulde  bothe  here  and  see. 

In  this  place,  wonder  thinges  ; 

But  these  be  no  swiche  tydinges 


As  I  mene  of.'     '  No  ?'  quod  he.  1895 

And  I  answertie,  '  No,  pardee  ! 

For  wel  I  fwiste,  ever  yit, 

Sith  that  first  I  hadde  wit. 

That  som  folk  han  desyred  fame 

Dyversly,  and  loos,  and  name  ;    (810)  1900 

But  certeynly,  I  niste  how 

Ne  wher  that  Fame  fdwelte,  er  now ; 

Ne  eek  of  hir  descripcioun, 

Ne  also  hir  oondicioun, 

Ne  the  ordre  of  hir  dome,  1905 

Unto  the  tyme  I  hider  come.' 

'  fWhiche  be,  lo,  these  tydinges, 

That  thou  now  [thus]  hider  bringes, 

That  thou  hast  herd  ? '  quod  he  to  me ; 

•  But  now,  no  fors ;  for  wel  I  see  (8ao)  1910 

What  thou  desyrest  for  to  here. 

Com  forth,  and  stond  no  longer  here, 

And  I  wol  thee,  with-outen  drede, 

In  swich  another  place  lede, 

Ther  thou  shalt  here  many  oon.'  1915 

Tho  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon 
Out  of  the  castel,  soth  to  seye. 
Tho  saugh  I  stonde  in  a  valeye, 
Under  the  castel,  faste  by. 
An  hous.  that  domug  Dedalij         (830)  19J0 
That  Ldborintua  cleped  is, 
Nas  maad  so  wonderliche,  y-wis, 
Ne  half  so  queynteliohe  y-wrought. 
And  evermo,  so  swift  as  thought. 
This  queynte  hous  aboute  wente,         1925 
That  never-mo  hit  stille  stente. 
And  ther-out  com  so  greet  a  noise, 
That,  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 
Men  mighte  hit  han  herd  esely 
To  Bome,  I  trowe  sikerly.  (840)  1930 

And  the  noyse  which  that  I  herde, 
For  al  the  world  right  so  hit  ferde, 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stoon 
That  from  th'engyn  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  rede,  1935 
Was  made  of  twigges,  falwe,  rede, 
And  grene  eek,  and  som  weren  whyte, 
Swiche  as  men  to  these  cages  thwyte. 
Or  maken  of  these  paniers. 
Or  elles  f  hottes  or  dossers ;  (850)  1940 

That,    for    the     swough    and     for     thft 

twigges, 
This  hous  was  also  ful  of  gigges, 
And  also  ful  eek  of  chirkinges. 
And  of  many  other  werkinges ; 
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And  eek  this  hous  hath  of  entrees       1945 

As  fele  as  laves  been  on  trees 

In  somer,  whan  they  grene  been  ; 

And  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 

A  thousand  holes,  and  wel  mo. 

To  leten  wel  the  soan  out  go.       (860)  1950 

And  hy  day,  in  every  tyde, 
Ben  al  the  dores  open  wyde, 
And  by  xiight,  echoon,  nnshette ; 
Ke  porter  ther  is  non  to  lette 
No  maner  tydings  in  to  pace ;  1955 

Ne  never  reste  is  in  that  place, 
That  hit  nis  fild  fal  of  tydinges, 
Other  loade,  or  of  whispringes ; 
And,  over  alle  the  houses  angles, 
Isfulof  ronninges  and  of  jangles  (870)  i960 
Of  fwerre,  of  pees,  of  manages, 
Of  freste,  of  labour  of  viages. 
Of  abood,  of  deeth,  of  lyfe. 
Of  love,  of  hate,  acorde,  of  stiyfe, 
Of  loos,  of  lore,  and  of  winninges,        1965 
Of  hele,  of  sekenesse,  of  bildinges, 
Of  faire  windes,  fof  tempestes. 
Of  qualme  of  folk,  and  eek  of  bestes ; 
Of  dyverB  transmutaciouns 
Of  estats,  and  eek  of  regiouns ;    (880)  1970 
Of  trust,  of  drede,  of  jelousye. 
Of  wit,  of  winninge,  of  folye ; 
Of  plentee,  and  of  greet  famjme. 
Of  chepe,  of  derth,  and  of  ruyne ; 
Of  good  or  fmis  govemement,  1975 

Of  fyr,  of  dyvers  accident. 

And  lo,  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  wryte, 
Siker  be  ye,  hit  nas  not  lyte ; 
For  hit  was  sixty  myle  of  lengthe ; 
Al  was  the  timber  of  no  strengthe,     (890) 
Yet  hit  is  founded  to  endure  1981 

Whyl  that  it  list  to  Aventure, 
That  is  the  moder  of  tydinges, 
As  the  see  of  welles  and  springes, — 
And  hit  was  shapen  lyk  a  cage.  1985 

*■  Certes,*  quod  I,  ^  in  al  myn  age, 
Ke  saugh  I  swioh  a  hous  as  this.' 
And  as  I  wondred  me,  y-wis, 
Upon  this  hous,  tho  war  was  I 
How  that  myn  egle,  faste  by,       (900)  1990 
Was  perched  hye  upon  a  stoon  ; 
And  I  gan  streighte  to  him  goon 
And  seyde  thus :  '  I  preye  thee 
Tliat  thou  a  whyl  abyde  me 
For  goddes  love,  and  let  me  seen         1995 


What  wondres  in  this  place  been ; 
For  yit,  paraventure,  I  may  lere 
Som  good  ther-on,  or  sumwhat  here 
That  leaf  me  were,  or  that  I  wente.' 

*■  Peter !  that  is  myn  entente,'   (910)  3000 
Quod  he  to  me ;  *  therfor  I  dwelle ; 
But  certein,  oon  thing  I  thee  telle, 
That,  but  I  bringe  thee  ther-inne, 
Ne  shalt  thou  never  cunne  ginne 
To  come  in-to  hit,  out  of  doute,  3005 

80  faste  hit  whirleth,  lo,  aboute. 
But  sith  that  Joves,  of  his  grace, 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  thee  solace 
Fynally  with  fswiohe  thinges, 
Uncoutfae  sightes  and  tydinges,  (920)  aoio 
To  passe  with  thyn  hevinesse ; 
Suche  routhe  hath  he  of  thy  distresse, 
That  thou  suffrest  debonairly — 
And  west  thy-eelven  utterly 
Disesperat  of  alle  blis,  2015 

Sith  that  Fortune  hath  maad  a-mis 
The  ffVuit  of  al  thyn  hertes  reste 
Langnisshe  and  eek  in  point  to  breste — 
That  he,  through  his  mighty  meiyte, 
Wol  do  thee  ese,  al  be  hit  lyte,    (930)  soao 
And  fyaf  expres  oommaundement. 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient. 
To  furthre  thee  with  al  my  might. 
And  wisse  and  teche  thee  aright 
Wlier  thou  maist  most  tydinges  here  ;  9025 
Shaltow  f  anoon  heer  many  oon  lere.' 

With  this  worde  he,  right  anoon, 
Hente  me  up  bitwene  his  toon, 
And  at  a  windowe  in  me  broghte,        2029 
That  in  this  hous  was,  as  methoghte— (940) 
And  ther-withal,  me  thoghte  hit  stente, 
And  no-thing  hit  aboute  wente— 
And  me  sette  in  the  flore  adoun. 
But  which  a  congregacioun 
Of  folk,  as  I  saugh  rome  aboute,  2035 

Some  within  and  some  withoute, 
Nas  never  seen,  ne  shal  ben  eft ; 
That,  certes,  in  the  world  nis  left 
So  many  fbrmed  by  Nature, 
Ne  deed  so  many  a  creature ;       (950)  2040 
That  wel  unethe,  in  that  place, 
Hadde  I  oon  foot-brede  of  space ; 
And  every  wight  that  I  saugh  there 
Rouned  ech  in  otheres  ei^ 
A  newe  tyding  prevely,  2045 

Or  eUes  tolde  al  openly' 


BooKin.] 


Z^t  l^oue  of  j^amc. 


347 


Bight     thus,    and     seyde  :    *  No6t     not 

thon 
That  IB  betid,  lo,  late  or  now? ' 

'  No,'  quod  f  the  other,  *tel  me  what ; ' — 
And  than  he  tolde  him  this  and  that,  (960) 
And  swoor  ther-to  that  hit  was  sooth — 
^Thns   hath    he    seyd' — and    ^Thns   he 

dooth ' —  305a 

»tThus   shal   hit   be'— 'tThus   herde   I 

seye' — 
*That    shal    be    found' — 'That  dar  I 

leye : ' — 
That  al  the  folk  that  is  a-lyve  3055 

Ne  han  the  cunning  to  discryve 
The  thinges  that  I  herde  there, 
What  aloude,  and  what  in  ere. 
But  al  the  wonder-most  was  this  : — 
Whan  oon  had  herd  a  thing,  y-wis,    (970) 
Ho  com  f  forth  to  another  wight,        3061 
An<l  gan  him  tellon,  anoon-right, 
The  same  that  to  him  was  told, 
Or  hit  a  furlong-way  was  old. 
But  gan  somwhat  for  to  eche  3065 

To  this  tyding  in  this  speche 
More  than  hit  ever  was. 
And  nat  so  sone  departed  nas 
Tliat  he  fro  him,  that  he  ne  mette 
With  the  thridde ;  and,  or  ho  lette    (980) 
Any  stounde,  he  tolde  him  als  ;  3071 

Were  the  tyding  sooth  or  fals, 
Yit  wolde  he  telle  hit  nathelees. 
And  evermo  with  more  encrees 
Than  hit  was   erst.     Thus   north   and 

southe  3075 

Went  every  fword  fro  mouth  to  mouthe, 
And  that  oncresing  ever-mo, 
As  fyr  is  wont  to  quikke  and  go 
From  a  sparke  spronge  amis. 
Til  al  a  citee  brent  up  is.  (990)  3080 

And,  whan  that  was  ful  y-spronge. 
And  woxen  more  on  ever}*  tonge 
Than  ever  hit  was,  "f  hit  wente  anoon 
Up  to  a  windowe,  out  to  goon  ; 
Or,  but  hit  mighte  out  ther  pace,         3085 
Hit  gan  out  orepe  at  som  crevaco, 
And  fleigh  forth  faste  for  the  nones. 
And  somtj'me  saugh  I  tho,  at  ones, 
A  losing  and  a  sad  soth-sawe, 
Tliat  gonne  of  avontnre  drawe  (kioo)  acx^o 
Out  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace  ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  that  place. 


They  were  a-chekked  bothe  two, 

And  neither  of  hem  moste  out  go ; 

For  other  so  they  gonne  croude,  3095 

Til  eche  of  hem  gan  cryen  loude, 

*■  Lat  me  go  first ! '     '  Nay,  but  lat  me  ! 

And  here  I  wol  ensuren  thee 

With  the  nones  that  thou  wolt  do  so. 

That  I  shal  never  fro  thee  go,    (1010)  aino 

But  be  thyn  owne  sworen  brother ! 

We  wil  medle  us  ech  with  other, 

That  no  man,  be  he  never  so  wrothe, 

Shal  han  fthat  oon  of  two,  but  bothe 

At  ones,  al  beside  his  leve,  3105 

Gome  we  a-morwe  or  on  eve, 

Be  we  cryed  or  stille  y-rouned.' 

Thus    saugh    I    fals    and    sooth     com- 

pouned 
Togeder  flee  for  00  tydinge. 

Thus  out  at  holes  gonne  wringe     (loso) 
Every  tyding  streight  to  Fame ;  31 11 

And  she  gan  yeven  eche  his  name, 
After  hir  disposicioun, 
And  yaf  hem  eek  duracioun. 
Some  to  wexe  and  wane  sone,  3115 

As  dooth  the  faire  whyte  moue, 
And    leet    hem    gon.      Ther    mighte  I 

seen 
Wenged  wondres  faste  fleen, 
Twenty  thousand  in  a  route, 
As  Eolus  hem  blew  aboute.         (1030)  3iao 

And,  lord  !  this  hous,  in  alle  tymes. 
Was  ftil  of  shipmen  and  pilgrymes, 
With  scrippes  bret-fUL  of  lesinges, 
Entremedled  with  tydinges, 
And  eek  alone  by  hem-eel ve.  3125 

O,  many  a  thousand  tymes  twelve 
Saugh  I  eek  of  these  pardoneres, 
Currours,  and  eek  messangeres, 
With  boistes  crammed  ful  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lyea      (1040)  31.^) 
And  as  I  alther-fastest  wente 
Aboute,  and  dide  al  myn  entente 
Me  for  to  pleye  and  for  to  lere, 
And  eek  a  tyding  for  to  here. 
That  I  had  herd  of  som  oontrce  3135 

That  shal  not  now  be  told  for  me  ; — 
For  hit  no  nede  is,  redely ; 
Folk  can  singe  hit  bet  than  I ; 
For  al  mot  out,  other  late  or  rathe. 
Alio  the  sheves  in  the  lathe ; —  (1050)  3140 
I  herde  a  gret  noise  withalle 
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In  a  comer  of  the  halle, 

Ther  men  of  love  tydings  tolde, 

And  I  gan  thiderward  beholde ; 

For  I  sangh  renningo  every  wight,      2145 

Xa  faste  as  that  they  hadden  might ; 

And    everich     oryed,    'What    thing    is 

that?' 
And  som  seyde  I  not  never  what. 
And  whan  they  were  alle  on  an  hepe, 
Tho  behinde  gonne  up  lepe,       (1060)  2150 


And  clamben  np  on  othere  faste, 
And  np  the  fnose  on  hye  caste, 
And  troden  faste  on  othere  heles 
And  stampe,  as  men  don  after  eles. 

Atte  laste  I  sangh  a  man,  2155 

Whi(^  that  I  [nevene]  naught  ne  can ; 
But  he  semed  for  to  he 
A  man  of  greet  auctoritee  .  .  .    (1068)  3158 

{Unfinished,) 


THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 


Tkxt  a  (Earlier  Ver8i(m), 
The  prologe  of  .ix.  goode  Wimmen, 

A  TU0U8AHD  sythes  have  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  ther  is  jojre  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

helle ; 
And  I  aoorde  wel  that  hit  be  so  ; 
Bnt  natheles,  this  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther  nis  noon  that  dwelleth  in  this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  helle  or  heven  y-be, 
Ne  may  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witen, 
Bat  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  fbnnde  hit 

writen; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  preve. 
Bnt  goddes  forbode,  bat  men  sholde  leve 
Wel  more  things  then  men  han  seen  with 

y6!  II 

Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  ly6 
For  that  he  seigh  it  nat  of  yore  ago. 
Chxl  wot,  a  thing  is  never  the  lesse  so 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  sangh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde, 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wjrse, 
Teven  credence,  in  every  skilfnl  wyse,  90 
And  trowen  on  thrae  olde  aproved  stories 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sandry  tJiinges, 
Of  whiohe  I  may  not  maken  rcJiersinges, 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-wejre,       25 
Y-loren  were  of  remembraonce  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  as  than  on  olde  bokes  leve, 


Tkxt  B  {Later  Vernon). 
The  prologe  of  .ix,  goode  Wimmen. 

A  THousAXD  tymes  have  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  tlier  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

helle ; 
And  I  aoorde  wel  that  hit  is  so  ; 
Bat  natheles,  yit  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther    nis  noon    dwelling    in    this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  heven  or  helle  y-be, 
Ne  may  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witen. 
Bat  as  he  hath  herd  sejrd,  or  foande  hit 

writen ; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  preve. 
Bat  god  forbede  bat  men  shalde  leve     10 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  seen  with 

yS! 
Men  shal  nat  wenen  eveiy-thing  a  ly6 
Bnt-if  him-self  hit  seeth,  or  elles  dooth  ; 
For,   god  wot,  thing  is  never  the  lasse 

sooth,  14 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saagh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde, 
Throngh  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeve  credence,  in  every  skilfnl  wyse,    20 
That  teUen  of  these  olde  appreved  stories, 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories. 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  snndiy  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,       25 
Y-loren  were  of  remembrannce  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  as  than  hononren  and  beleve 
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Ther-as  ther  is  non  other  assay  by  preve. 
And,  as  for  xne,  thong^h  that  my  wit  be 
lyte, 
On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence ; 

And  to  hem  yeve  swich  hist  and  swich 

credence, 
That  ther  ia  wel  nnethe  game  noon 
That  from  my  bokes  make  me  to  goon, 
But  hit  be  other  np-on  the  haly-day,      35 
Or  elles  in  the  joly  tyme  of  May  ; 

Whan  that  I  here  the  smale  fonles  singe, 

And  that  the  floiires  ginne  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  stndie,  as  lasting  that  sesoxin  ! 
Now  have  I  therto  this  condicioun    40 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  mede. 
Than  love  I  most  these  flonres  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  our  toon. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  afifeccioun,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  np,  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  seen  these  flonres  agein  the  sonne 

sprede. 
Whan  it  np-riseth  by  the  morwe  shene,  49 
The  longe  day,  thus  walking  in  the  grene. 
And  whan  the  sonne  g^neth  for  to  weste. 
Than  closeth  hit,  and  draweth  hit  to  reste. 
So  sore  hit  is  afered  of  the  night, 
Til  on  the  morwe,  that  hit  is  dayes  light. 
This  dayesye,  of  alle  flonres  flonr,  55 

Fulflld  of  verta  and  of  alle  honour, 
And  ever  y-lyke  fair  and  fresh  of  hewe, 
As  wel  in  winter  as  in  somer  newe, 


[Cf.  IL  51-3,  above.] 


These  bokes,  ther  we  han  non  other  preve. 
And  as  for  me,  thogh  that  I  can  bat 

lyte, 

On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And    to    hem    yeve    I    feyth    and    fnl 

credence. 
And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence 

So  hertely,  that  ther  is  game  noon 
That  fro  my  bokes  maketh  me  to  goon, 
But  hit  be  seldom,  on  the  holyday  ;        35 
Save,  certeynly,  whan  that  the  month  of 

May 
Is  comen,   and   that  I  here  the  fonles 

singe, 
And  that  the  floures  ginnen  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  book  and  my  devocioun  ! 

Now  have  I  than  swich  a  condicioun. 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  mede,     41 
Than  love  I  most  these  floures  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  our  toun. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  affeccioun,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  medo 
To  seen  this  flour  agein  the  sonne  sprede, 

Whan  hit  upryseth  erly  by  the  morwe  ; 
That  blisful  sighte  softneth  al  my  sorwe. 
So  glad  am  I  whan  that  I  have  presence 
Of  hit,  to  doon  al  maner  reverence,        5a 


As  she,  that  is  of  alle  floures  flour, 
Fulfilled  of  al  vertu  and  honour,  54 

And  ever  y-lyke  fair,  and  fresh  of  hewe  ; 
And  I  love  hit,  and  ever  y-lyke  newe, 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  dye  ; 
Al  swere  I  nat,  of  this  I  wol  nat  lye, 
Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  lyve. 
And  whan   that  hit  is  eve,   I  renne 

blyve,  60 

As  sone  as  ever  the  sonne  ginneth  weste. 
To  seen  this  flour,  how  it  wol  go  to  reste, 
For  fere  of  night,  so  hateth  she  derknesse! 
Hir  chere  is  pleynly  sprad  in  the  bright- 

nesse 
Of  the  sonne,  for  ther  hit  wol  unclose.  65 
Alias !  that  I  ne  had  English,  ryme  or 

prose, 


(J)rofo3ue.    (^wo  (Peretone*) 


351 


Fain  wolde  I  preisen,  if  I  coude  aright ;  59 
Bat  wo  is  me,  hit  lyth  nat  in  my  might ! 


For  wel  I  wot,  that  folk  han  her-befom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  a-wey  the  00m ; 
And    I   come   after,    glening    here    and 

there, 
And  am  ftil  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  they  han  left.  65 
And,  if  hit  happe  me  rehersen  eft 
That  they  han  in  her  fresshe  songes  sayd, 
I  hope  that  they  wil  nat  ben  evel  apayd, 
Sith  hit  is  seid  in  forthering  and  honour 
Of  hem  that  either  serven  leef  or  floor.  70 


[Of.  p.  354,  col.  a,  IL  188-196.] 
For  trusteth  wel,  I  ne  have  nat  under- 
take 
As  of  the  leef,  ageyn  the  flour,  to  make  ; 
Ne  of  the  flour  to  make,  ageyn  the  leef. 
No  more  than  of  the   com  ageyn  the 

sheef. 
For,  as  to  me,  is  leefer  noon  ne  lother ;  75 
I  am  witii-holde  yit  with  never  nother. . 
I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the  flour; 
That  nis  nothing  the  entent  of  my  labour. 
For  this  werk  is  al  of  another  tonne,     79 
Of  olde  story,  er  swich  gtryf  was  begonne. 
But  wherfor  that  I  spak,  to  yeve  cre- 
dence 
To  bokes  olde  and  doon  hem  reverence, 
Is  for  men  shulde  autoritees  beleve, 
Ther  as  ther  lyth  non  other  assay  by 

preve. 
For  mjm  entent  is,  or  I  fro  yow  fare,     85 
The  naked  text  in  English  to  declare 
Of  many  a  story,  or  elles  of  many  a  geste, 
As  autoors  seyn ;  leveth  hem  if  yow  leste  I 


SufBsant  this  flour  to  preyse  aright ! 
But  helpeth,  ye  that  han  conning  and 

might, 
Ye  lovers,  that  can  make  of  sentement ; 
In  this  cas  oghte  ye  be  diligent  70 

To  forthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour. 
Whether  ye  ben  with  the  leef  or  with  the 

flour. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-bifom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  awey  the  corn  ; 
And  I   come   after,  glening   here    and 

there,  75 

And  am  ful  glad  if  I  may  flnde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  happen  me  rehercen  eft 
That  ye  han  in  your  fresshe  songes  sayd, 
For-bereth  me,  and  beth  nat  evel  apayd. 
Sin  that  ye  see  I  do  hit  in  the  honour  8x 
Of  love,  and  eek  in  service  of  the  flour, 
Whom  that  I  serve  as  I  have  wit  or 

might. 
She  is  the  demesse  and  the  verray  light, 
That  in  this  derke  worlde  me  wynt  and 

ledeth,  85 

The  herte  in-with  my  sorowful  brest  yow 

dredeth, 
And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  verrayly 
The  maistresse  of  my  wit,  and  nothing  L 
My  word,  my  werk,  is  knit  so  in  your 

bonde. 
That,  as  an  harpe  obeyeth  to  the  honde  90 
And  maketh  hit  soune  after  his  flnger- 

inge. 
Right  so  mowe  ye    out  of  myn    herte 

bringe 
Swich  vois,  right  as  yow  list,  to  laughe 

or  plesnie. 
Be  ye  my  gyde  and  lady  sovereyne ; 
As  to  myn  erthly  god,  to  yow  I  calle,     95 
Bothe  in  this  werke  and  in  my  sorwes 

alle. 
But  wherfor  that  I  spak,  to  give  cre- 
dence 
To  olde  stories,  and  doon  hem  reverence. 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thing  beleve 
Then  men  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  preve? 

That  shal  I  seyn,  whan  that  I  see  my 
tyme ;  101 

I  may  not  al  at  ones  speke  in  ryme. 
My  besy  gost,  that  throsteth  alweynewe 
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Whan,  passed  was  almost  the  month  of 

Hay, 
And  I  had  romed,  al  the  someres  day,  90 
The  grene  medew,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde, 
Upon  the  fresshe  daysy  to  beholde, 
And  that  the  sonne  ont  of  the  south  gan 

weste, 
And  closed  was  the  flour  and  goon  to 

reste 
Tor  derknesse  of  the  night,  of  which  she 

dredde,  95 

Hoom  to  myn  hous    ful  swiftly  I  me 

spedde ; 
And,  in  a  litel  erber  that  I  have, 
Y-benched  newe  with  turves  fresshe  y- 

grave, 
I  bad  men  shulde  me  my  couche  make  ; 
IV>r  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake,  100 
I  l)ad  hem  strowe  floures  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  layd,  and  had  myn  e3ren  hed, 
I  fel  a-elepe  with-in  an  houre  or  two. 
He  mette  how  I  was  in  the  medew  tho, 
And  that  I  romed  in  that  same  gyse,    105 
To  seen  that  flour,  as  ye  han  herd  deyyse. 
Fair  was  this  medew,  as  thoughte  me 

overal ; 
With  floures  swote  enbrowded  was  it  al ; 

As  for  to  spake  of  gomme,  or  erbe,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  be.    no 
For  hit  surmounted  pleynly  alle  odoures, 
And  eek  of  riche  beaute  alle  floures. 
Foi^ten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  had 

greved.  115 

ITow  had  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  re- 

levod, 
And  clothed  him  In  grene  al  newe  agayn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fayn. 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped,  119 

TTpon  tho  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  hod  hir  brood, 


To  seen  this  flour  so  yong,  so  fresh  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  desyr,    105 
That  in  my  herte  I  fele  yit  the  fyr. 
That  made  me  to  ryse  er  hit  wer  day — 
And  this  was  now  the  firste  morwe  of 

Hay — 
With  dredfnl  herte  and  glad  devocioun. 
For  to  ben  at  the  resnreccionn  no 

Of  this  flour,  whan  that  it  shuld  unclose 
Agayn  the  sonne,  that  roos  as  rede  as 

rose, 
That  in  the  brest  was  of  the  beste  that 

day. 
That  Agenores  doghter  ladde  away.      1 14 
fCf.  p.  354,  col.  2, 11.  197-3 la] 


And  doun  on  knees  anon-right  I  me  sett«. 
And,  as  I  coude,  this  fresshe  flour  I  grette ; 
Kneling  alwey,  til  hit  unclosed  was. 
Upon  tho  smale  sofle  swote  gras. 
That  was  with  floures  swote  enbrouded  al. 

Of  swich    swetnesse    and    swich    odour 

over-al,  lio 

That,  for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  herbe,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  be  ; 
For  hit  surmounteth  pleynly  aUe  odoures, 
And  eek  of  riche  beautee  alle  floures. 
Forgeten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat  ia$ 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  greved ; 

Now  hath  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  re- 

leved 
That  naked  was,  and  clad  hit  new  agayn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fiayn,      130 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped. 
Upon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 
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In  his  despyt,  hem  thoughte  hit  did  hem 

good 
To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  fonle  cherl  that,  for  his  oovetyse,  124 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistrye^ 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fooler  we  defye ! ' 
Somme  songen  [layes]  on  the  brannohes 

olere 
Of  love  and  [May],  that  joye  hit  was  to 

here, 
In  worship  and  in  prejrsing  of  hir  make, 
And  of  the  newe  blisfol  someres  sake,  130 


That  songen, '  blissed  be  seynt  Valentyn ! 
[For]  at  his  day  I  ohees  yovf  to  be  myn, 
With-oate  repenting,  myn  herte  swete !' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete. 
•fThey  dide  honour  and    homble  obei- 
saunces,  155 

And  after  diden  other  observannces 

Bight  [plesing]  on-to  love  and  to  nature ; 
So  eoh  of  hem  [doth  wel]  to  creature. 
This   song   to    herkne   I   dide    al  myn 
entente,  139 

For-why  I  mette  I  wiste  what  they  mente. 


In  his  despyt,  hem  thoughte  hit  did  hem 
good  134 

To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  foule  cherl  that,  for  his  covetyse. 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistrye. 
This  was  hir  song^^^  the  fouler  we  defye, 
And  si  his  craft !  *    And  somme  songen 
dere  139 

Layes  of  love,  that  joye  hit  was  to  here. 

In  worshipinge  and  preisinge  of  hir  make. 
And,  for  the  newe  blisful  somers  sake, 
Upon  the  braunches  ful  of  bloemes  softe. 
In  hir  delyt,  they  turned  hem  ful  ofbe,  144 
And  songen,  *  blessed  be  seynt  Valentyn ! 
For  on  his  day  I  ohees  yow  to  be  myn, 
Withouten  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  !' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete, 
Telding  honour  and  humble  obeisaunces 

To   love,    and    diden   hir   other   obser* 

vaunces  150 

That  longeth  unto  love  and  to  nature ; 
CSonstrueth  that  as  yow  list,  I  do  no  cure. 
And  the  that  hadde    doon   unkinde> 

nesse — 
As  dooth  the  tydif,  for  new-fEuigelnesse — 
Besoghte  mercy  of  hir  trespassinge,      155 
And  humblely  songen  hir  repentinge. 
And  sworen  on  the  blosmes  to  be  trewe, 
So  that  hir  makes  wolde  upon  hem  rewe. 
And  at  the  laste  maden  hir  aoord. 
Al  founde  they  Daunger  for  a  tyioA  a 

lord,  160 

Tet  Pitee,  through  his  stronge    gentil 

might, 
Forgaf,  and  made  Mercy  passen  Bight, 
Through  innocence  and  ruled  curteeye. 
But  I  ne  clepe  nat  innocence  folye, 
Ne  fals  pitee,  for  *  vertu  is  the  mene,'  165 
As  Etik  saith,  in  swich  manere  I  mene. 
And  thus  thise  foules,  voide  of  al  malyce, 
Acordeden  to  love,  and  lafben  vyce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alle  of  oon  acord, 
*  Welcome,   somer,    our    govemour   and 

lord ! '  170 

And  Zephirus  and  Flora  gentilly 
Taf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderly, 
Hir  swote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

sprede, 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  the  floury  mede ; 
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Til  at  the  laste  a  larke  song  above ;  141 
•  I  see,*  qnod  she, '  the  mighty  god  of  love  I 
Lo!  yond  he  cometh,  I  see  his  winges 

sprede ! ' 
Tho  gan  I  loken  endolong  the  mede, 


In  which  me  thc^hte  I  mighte,  day  by 

day,  175 

Dwellen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  May, 
Withonten     sleep,    withonten    mete   or 

drinke. 
A-doun  fnl  softely  I  gan  to  sinke ; 
And,  leninge  on  myn  elbowe  and  my 

syde,  179 

The  longe  day  I  shoop  me  for  to  abyde 
For  nothing  elles,  and  I  shal  nat  lye, 
But  for  to  loke  upon  the  dayesye, 
That  wel  by  reson  men  hit  oalle  may 
The  '  dayesye '  or  elles  the  *  ye  of  day,' 
The  emperice  and  floor  of  floures  alle.  185 
I  pray  to  god  that  faire  mot  she  falle. 
And  alio  that  loven  flonres,  for  hir  sake  ! 
But  natheles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  preysing  of  the  flonr  agayn  the  leef, 
No  more  than  of  the   corn  agayn  the 

sheef :  190 

For,  as  to  me,  nis  lever  noon  ne  lother ; 
I  nam  with-holden  yit  with  never  nother. 
Ne  I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the 

flonr; 
Wel  brouken  they  hir  service  or  labonr  ; 
For  this  thing  is  al  of  another  tonne,    195 
Of  olde  story,  er  swich  thing  was  be- 

gonne. 
Whan  that  the  sonne  ont  of  the  south 

gan  weste. 
And  that  this  flour  gan  close  and  goon  to 

reste 
For  derknesse  of  the  night,  the  which  she 

dredde, 
Hoom  to  myn  hous   fnl   swiftly  I  me 

spedde  aoo 

To  goon  to  reste,  and  eriy  for  to  x^se. 
To  seen  this  flour  to  sprede,  as  I  devyse. 
And,  in  a  litel  herber  that  I  have, 
That  benched  was  on  turves  fresshe  y- 

grave,  ^04. 

I  bad  men  sholde  me  my  couche  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake, 
I  bad  hem  strawen  floures  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  leyd,  and  had  myn  eyen 

hed, 
I  fel  on  riepe  in-with  an  houre  or  two  ; 
Me  mette  how  I  lay  in  the  medew  tho,  2x0 
To  seen  this  flour  that  I  so  love  and  drede. 

And  from  arfer  com  walking  in  the  mede 
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And  saw  him  come,  and  in  Ms  bond  a 
quene,  145 

Clothed  in  ryal  abite  al  of  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  heer, 
And  up-on  that  a  whyt  coroon  she  beer 
With  many  flonres,  and  I  shal  nat  lye  ; 
For  1^  the  world,  right  as  the  dayesye  150 
I-coroned  is  with  whyte  leves  l3rte, 
8wich  were  the  fioures  of  hir  coroon 

whyt«. 
For  of  o  perle  fyn  and  oriental 
Hir  whyte  coroun  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyte  coroon,  above  the 
grene,  155 

llade  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  the  fret  of  gold  above. 

Y-clothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
Of  silk,  y-brooded  fol  of  grene  greves ; 
A  garlond  on  his  heed  of  rose- leves      160 
Steked  al  with  lilie  floores  newe ; 
Bot  of  his  face  I  can  nat  seyn  the  hewe. 


For  sekirly  his  face  shoon  so  brighte, 

That  with  the  gleem  a-stoned  was  the 
sighte ;  164 

A  fnrlong^wey  I  mighte  him  nat  beholde. 

Bat  at  the  laste  in  hande  I  saw  him 
holde 

Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede  ; 

And  anngellich  his  weng^  gan  he  sprede. 

And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  iQe  thooghte  he  mighte  wel  y-eee ; 
For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  biholde,       171 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  the  noble 

quene, 
Corooned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
80  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke,    1 75 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke, 
Half  hir  beaotee  sholde  men  nat  finde 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  kinde, 
Hir  name  was  Alceste  the  debonayre ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  faUe  she  &yre !  180 
For  ne  hadde  confort  been  of  hir  pre- 
sence, 
I  had  be  deed,  withooten  any  defence, 


The  god  of  love,   and  in  his   hande  a 

qoene; 
And  she  was  dad  in  real  habit  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  heer,  215 
And  upon  that  a  whyt  coroun  she  beer 
With  florouns  smale,  and  I  shal  nat  lye  ; 
For  al  the  world,  ryght  as  a  dayesye 
T-corouned  is  with  whyte  leves  lyte,    219 
So   were    the   florouns    of    hir    coroun 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  fyne,  oriental, 
Hir  whyte  coroun  was  y-mnked  al ; 
For  which  the  whjrte  coroun,  above  the 

grene. 
Made  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  hir  fret  of  gold  above.  225 

Y-clothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
In  silke,  enbrouded  ful  of  grene  greves, 
In-wiih  a  fret  of  rede  rose-leves. 
The  fresshest  sin  the  world  was    first 

bigonne.  229 

His  g^te  heer  was  oorouned  with  a  sonne, 
In-stede  of  gold,  for  hevinesse  and  wighte ; 
Therwith  me  thoughte  his  face  shoon  so 

brighte 


That  wel  unnethes  mighte  I  him  beholde  ; 
And  in  his  hande  me  thoughte  I  saugh 

him  holde 
Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede  ;      235 
And    aungellyke    his    winges    saugh    I 

sprede. 
And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thoughte  that  he  mighte  see; 
For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  biholde. 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  oolde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  this  noble 

quene,  241 

Corouned  with  whjrte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
So  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke, 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke, 
Half  hir  beautee  shulde  men  nat  finde  245 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  kinde. 
[Cf.  p.  357,  coL  2,  IL  276-9.] 
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For  drede  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chere, 

As,  whan  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 

Byhind  this  god  of  love,  np-on  this  grene, 

I  saw  cominge  of  lady£e  nyntene  186 

In  lyal  abite,  a  ful  esy  pas, 

And  after  hem  com  of  women  swich  a  tras 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  made  of  erthe, 

The  thredde  part  of  wemen,  ne  the  ferthe, 

Ke  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee  191 

Hadden  ever  in  this  world  y-be ; 

And  trewe  of  love  thise    wemen  were 

echoon. 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  nooh, 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

ospye  195 

This  flonr,  which  that  I  olepe  the  dayesye, 
Ful  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at-ones, 
And  kneled  adoon,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones. 
And  after  that  they  wenten  in  compas, 
Daunsinge  abonte  this  floor  an  esy  pas,  aoo 
And  songen,  as  it  were  in  carole-wyse, 
This  balade,  which  that  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


Balade. 

Hyd,  Abflolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  olere ; 
£ster,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-doon ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere ;  205 
Fenalopee,  and  Marcia  CSatoan, 
Mak  of  yonr  wyfhod  no  oomparisonn ; 
Hyde  ye  yonr  beautes,  Isonde  and  Eleyne, 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Thy  faire  bodye,  lat  hit  nat  appere,      210 
Lavyne;    and  thou,  Lnoresse  of  Borne 

toun. 
And  Polixene,  that  boghte  love  so  dere, 
Eek  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  yonr  trouthe  in  love  and  yonr 

renonn ; 
And  thon,  Tisbe,  that  hast  for  love  swich 

peyne :  215 

Alceste  is  here,  thatal  that  may  desteyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Landomia,  alle  in-fere, 
Eek  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  CSanaoe,  espyed  by  thy  chere, 
YsiphUe,  betrayed  with  Jasonn,  220 


[Cf.  p.  357,  ooL  a,  IL  380-^96.] 


And  therfor  may  I  sesm,  as  thinketfa  me, 
This  song,  in  preysing  of  this  lady  fre. 


Balade. 

Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  clere ;  349 
Ester,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-donn ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere ; 
Fenalopee,  and  Maroia  Gatonn, 
Mak  of  your  wjrfhod  no  oomparisonn ; 
Hyde  ye  yonr  beantes,  Isonde  and  Eleyne, 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 
teyne.  355 

Thy  faire  body,  lat  hit  nat  appere, 
Lavyne;   and'  thon,  Lncresse  of  Bome 

toon, 
And  Polixene,  that  boghten  love  so  dere, 
And  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  yonr  tronthe  of  love  and  yonr 


renonn 


360 


And  thon,  Tisbe,  that  hast  of  love  swich 

peyne; 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Landomia,  alle  y-fere, 
And  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  Canaoe,  espyed  by  thy  chere,         365 
Ysiphile,  betraysed  with  Jasonn, 


(]>tofo3ue.    (^190  (Per0ton««) 
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Hak  of  your  tronthe  in  love  no  bost  ne 


soTin ; 


Kor  Ypermistre  or  Adriane,  ne  plejme ; 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 


Whan  that  thia  halade  al  y-songen  was, 


[Cf.  pp.  355-6,  col.  1, 11.  179-198.] 


Upon  the  softe  and  swote  grene  gras,    22$ 
They  setten  hem  fal  softely  adonn, 
fiy  ordre  alle  in  compas,  alle  enveronn. 
first  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  than  this 

qnene 
With  the  whyte  coronn,  clad  in  grene ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  hy  and  by, 
As  they  were  of  degree,  fnl  cnrteisly ;    331 


Maketh  of  yonr  tronthe  neyther  boost  ne 

soun; 
Nor  Yi)ermistre  or  Adriane,  ye  tweyne ; 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

This  balade  may  ftilwel  y-songen  be,  370 
Ab  I  have  seyd  erst,  by  my  lady  free ; 
For  certeynly,  aUe  these  mow  nat  snfiyae 
To  apperen  with  my  lady  in  no  wyse. 
For  as  the  sonne  wol  the  fyr  disteyne. 
So  paaseth  al  xay  lady  sovereyne,  375 

That  is  so  good,  so  fair,  so  debonaire ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  falle  hir  faire ! 
For,  nadde  comfort  been  of  hir  presence, 
I  had  ben  deed,  withonten  any  defence. 
For  drede  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chere; 
As,  when  tyme  is,  her-afler  ye  shal  here. 
Behind  this  god  of  love,  npon  the  grene, 
I  sangh  oominge  of  ladySs  nyntene 
In  real  habit,  a  fill  e^  paas ; 
And  after  hem  com  of  women  swich  a 

traas,  285 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  had  maad  of 

erthe. 
The  thridde  part  of  mankynd,  or  the 

ferthe, 
Ne  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee. 
Had  ever  in  this  wyde  worlde  y-be ; 
And  trewe  of  love    thise  women  were 

echoon.  390 

Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon, 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye 
This  flonr,  which  that  I  clepe  the  dayesye, 
Fill  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at  ones. 
And  kneled  donn,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones,  295 

And  songen  with  o  vois, '  Hele  and  honour 
To  tronthe  of  womanhede,  and  to  this  flonr 
That  berth  our  alder  piys  in  fignringe  ! 
Hir  whyte  coronn  berth  the  witnessinge ! ' 
And   with    that    word,   a-compas  en- 

viroun,  300 

They  setten  hem  fnl  softely  adoon. 
First  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  sith  his 

'qnene 
With  the  whyte  coronn,  clad  in  grene ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by. 
As  they  were  of  estaat,  fnl  cnrteisly ;     305 


358 


Z^t  Btc^tnl  of  <Bco^  (^omen. 


Ne  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  mountance  of  a  furlong- wey  of  space. 

I,  lening  faste  by  under  a  bente, 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente, 
As  stille  as  any  stoon ;  til  at  the  laste,    236 
The  god  of  love  on  me  his  eye  >caste, 
And  seyde,   'who  resteth   ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Un-to  his  axing,  whan  that  I  him  herde, 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  cam  him 

neer,  240 

And  sained  him.     Quod  he, '  what  dostow 

heer 
In  my  presence,  and  that  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  werm   to  comen   in    my  sight   than 

thou.' 
*  And  why,   sir,'  quod  I,   '  and  hit  lyke 

yow  ? '  245 

'  For  thou,'  quod  he,  '  art  ther-to  nothing 

able. 
My  servannts  been  alio  wyse  and  honour- 
able. 
Thou  art  my  mortal  fo,  and  me  warreyest. 

And  of  myne  olde  servannts  thou  mis- 

seyest. 
And  hinderesthem,  with  thy  transladoun, 
And  lettest  folk  to  han  devocioun  351 

To  serven  me,  and  baldest  hit  folye 
To  troste  on  me.     Thou  mayst  hit  nat 

denye ; 
For  in  pleyn  text,  hit   nedeth    nat   to 

glose,  - 
Thou  hast  translatod  the  Bomanns  of  the 

Rose,  255 

That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe, 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 
And  thinkest  in  thy  wit,  that  is  fill  cool, 
That  he  nis  but  a  verray  propre  fool 
That    loveth   paramours,  to  huxle  and 

bote.  260 

Wei  wot  I  ther-by  thou  beginnest  dote 
As  olde  foles,  whan  hir  spirit  fayleth  ; 
Than  blame  they  folk,  and  wite  nat  what 

hem  ayleth. 
Hast  thou  nat  mad  in  English  eek  the 

book 
How  that  Crisseydo  Troilns  forcook,     265 
In  shewinge  how  that  wemcn  han  don 

mis? 


Xe  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  mountance  of  a  fnrlong-wey  of  space. 
I  kneling  by  this  flour,  in  good  entente 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente. 
As  stille  as  any  stoon  ;  til  at  the  laste,  310 
This  god  of  love  on  me  his  eyen  caste. 
And  seyde,  'who  kneleth  ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Unto  his  asking,  whan  that  I  hit  herde. 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  hit  am  I ';  and  com  him 

neer. 
And  salued  him.    Quod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer  315 

So  nigh  myn  owne  flour,  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  worm  to  neghen  neer  my  flour  than 

thou.' 
'And  why,  sir,'  quod  I,   'and  hit  lyke 

yow?' 
'  For  thou,'  quod  he,  '  art  ther-to  nothing 

able.  $2ii 

Hit  is  my  relik,  digne  and  delytable, 

« 

And  thou  my  fo,  and  al  my  folk  wer- 

reyest, 
And  of  myn   olde  servannts  thou  mis- 

seyest. 
And  hindrest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun, 
And  lettest  folk  from  hir  devocioun       325 
To  serve  me,  and  boldest  hit  folye 
To  serve  Love.  Thou  mayst  hit  nat  denye ; 

For  in  pleyn   text,  with-outen  nede  of 

glose. 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Romaunce  of 

the  Bose, 
That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe,      330 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 


And  of  Criseyde  thou  hast  seyd  as  thee 

liste. 
That  maketh  men  to  wommen  lasse  trist«. 
That  ben  as  trewe  as  ever  was  any  steel. 


(]>tofo3ue«    (Cwo  (Peteione.) 


359 


But  natheles,  answere  me  now  to  this, 
Why  noldest  thon  as  wel  han  sejd  good- 

nesse 
Of  wexnen,  as  thou  hast  seyd  wikkednesse  ? 
Was  ther  no  g^ood  matere  in  thy  minde, 
Xe  in  alle  thy  bokes  oondest  thou  nat 

finde  371 

Sum  story  of  wemen  that  were  goode  and 

trewe? 
Yis  !  god  wot,  sixty  bokes  olde  and  newe 
Hast  thou  thy-self,  alle  fulle  of  stories 

grete, 
That   bothe    Boznains    and   eek   Grekes 

treto  275 

Of  sundry  wemen,  which  lyf  that  they 

hidde, 
And  ever  an  hundred  gode  ageyn  oon 

badde. 
This  knoweth  god,  and  alle  derkes  eke, 
That  usen  swiche  materes  for  to  seke.  379 
What  seith  Valerie,  Titus,  or  Claudian  ? 
What  seith  Jerome  ageyns  Jovinian  ? 
How    clene   maydens,    and    how   trewe 

wyves,  282 

How  stedfast  widwes  during  al  hir  lyves, 
Telleth  Jerome ;  and  that  nat  of  a  fewo, 
But,  I  dar  sejm,  an  hundred  on  a  rewe  ; 
That  hit  is  pitee  for  to  rede,  and  routhe. 
The  wo  that  they  enduren  for  hir  trouthe. 
For  to  hir  love  were  they  so  trewe, 
That,    rather    than  they  wolde  take  a 

newe. 
They  chosen  to  be  dede  in  sundry  wyse, 
And  deyden,  as  the  story  wol  devyse ;    291 
And  some  were  brend,  and  some  were  cut 

the  hals, 
And  some  dreynt,  for  they  wolden  nat  be 

fals. 
For  alle  keped  they  hir  maydenhed, 
Or  elles  wedlok,  or  hir  widwehed.         295 
And  this  thing  was  nat  kept  fur  hoU- 

nesse, 
But  al  for  verray  vertu  and  dennesse. 
And  for  men  shulde  sette  on  hem  no  lak ; 
And  yit  they  weren  hethen,  al  the  pak. 
That  were  so  sore  adrad  of  alle  shame.  3po 
These  olde  wemen  kepte  so  hir  name. 
That  in  this  world  I  trow  men  shal  nat 

finde 
A  man  that  coude  be  so  trewe  and  kinde. 
As  was  the  leste  woman  in  that  tyde. 


Of  thyn  answere  avyse  thee  right  weel ; 


360 


Zit  Bt^tni  of  <Boo^  (Sdomen. 


What  seith  also  the  epistelB  of  Ovyde  305 
Of  trewe  wyvea,  and  of  hir  labour  ? 
What  Yincent,  in  his  Storial  Mironr? 
Eek  al  the  world  of  autonrs  maystow 

here, 
Cristen  and  hethen,  trete  of  swich  matere ; 
It  nedeth  nat  aldaj  thus  for  t'endyte.  310 
But  yit  I  eey,  what  eyleth  thee  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  gtories,  and  forgo  the  com  ? 
By  seint  Yeniis,  of  whom  that  I  was  bom. 
Although  [that]  thon  reneyed  h€Mt  my 

lay, 
As  othere  olde  foles  many  a  di^,  315 


Thou  shalt  repente  hit,  that  hit  shal  be 

Bene!' 
Than    spak    Alceste,    the    worthieste 

quene, 
And  seyde,  *  god,  right  of  your  curtesye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Ageyns  these  points  that  ye  han  to  him 

meved ;  330 

A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved, 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  rightful  and  eek  merciable. 
He  shal  nat  rightftilly  his  yre  wreke    324 
Or  he  have  herd  the  tother  party  speke. 
Al  ne  is  nat  gospel  that  is  to  yow  pleyned ; 
The    god    of  love   berth   many   a  tale 

y-fe3med. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour, 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusour. 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  thing 
For  hate,  or  for  jelous  imagining,         331 
And  for  to  han  with  yow  som  daliaunce. 
Envye  (I  prey  to  god  ye ve  hir  misohaunoe !) 

Is  lavender  in  the  grete  court  alway. 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day, 
Out  of  the  hous  of  Cesar;    thus  seith 

Dante ;  336 

Who-fio  that  goth,  alwey  she  moot  [nat] 

wante. 
This  man  to  yow   may   wrongly   been 

accused, 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  excused. 
Or  elles,  sir,  for  that  this  man  is  nyce,  340 
He  may  translate  a  thing  in  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  bokes  for  to  make, 


For,  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast  my 
hiy,  336 

As  other  wrecches  han  doon  many  a  day, 
By  seynt  Venus,  that  my  moder  is. 
If  that  thou  live,  thou  shalt  repenten 

this 
So  cruelly,  that  hit  shal  wel  be  sene  !  *  340 

Tho  spak  this  lady,  clothed  al  in  grene. 

And  seyde,  *god,  right  of  your  curtesye. 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Agayns    al    this  that  ye    han    to    him 

meved; 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved,  345 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shi^  be  stable, 
And  therti)  gracious  and  merciable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  god,  that  knowen  al. 
Than  mighte  hit  be,  as  I  yowtellen  shal ; 
This  man  to  you  may  falsly  been  ac- 
cused, 350 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  excused 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour. 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusour. 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  soun, 
Right  after  hir  imaginacioun,  355 
To  have  your  daliance,  and  for  envye ; 
These  been  the  causes,  and  I  shall  nat 

lya 
Envye  is  lavender  of  the  court  alway ; 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day, 
Out  of  the  hous   of  Cesar;    thus  seith 
Dante ;  360 

Who-so  that  goth,  algate  she  wol  nat 
wante. 

[Cf.  11.  350-1  above.] 


And  eek,  paraunter,  for  this  man  is  nyce. 
He  mighte  doon  hit,  gessing  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  thinges  for  to  make ; 


Q^tofogue.    (^190  (Per«ton0.) 
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And  takth  non  heed  of  what  matere  he 

take; 
Therfor   he    wroot    the    Rose    and    eek 

CriBSeyde 
Of  innocence,  and  niste  what  he  se3rde ; 
Or  him  was  boden  make  thilke  tweye    346 
Of  Bom  peraonci  and  dorste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
For  he  hath  writen  many  a  book  er  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  g^revonsly  amis 
To  translaten  that  olde  derkes  wryten,  350 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
I>eflp3rt  of  love,  and  hadde  him^self  y- 

wrogfht. 
This  shnlde  a  rightwys  lord  han  in  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tirannts  of  Xiumbardye, 
That  nsen  wilfnlhed  and  tirannye,        355 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  natnrel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tirannt  ne  cmel, 
As  is  a  fermonr,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moBto  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 
And  that  him  oweth,  of  verray  dnetee,  360 
Shewen  his  peple  ple3ai  benignitee, 
And  wel  to  here  hir  excosaciouns, 
And  hir  complesmtes  and  peticioons, 
In  daewe  tyme,  whan  they  shal  hit  profre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  phUosophre  : 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  jnstyce  ;         366 
With-oaten  donte,  that  is  his  offyce. 
And  therto  is  a  king  fnl  depe  y-swom, 
Ful  many  an  hundred  winter  heer-bifom ; 
And  for  to  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree,   370 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  they  be 
Enhaunced    and     honoured,    and    most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
This  shal  he  doon,  bothe  to  pore  [and] 

riohe, 
Al  be  that  her  ostat  be  nat  arliohe,        375 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassioun. 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kind  of  the  lioun  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  gnnterye,  380 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye. 
As  doth  a  curre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noUe  corage  oghte  been  areste, 
And  weyen  evei7  thing  by  eqnitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


Him  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 
take ;  365 


Or  him  was  boden  maken  thilke  tweye 
Of  Bom  persone,  and  durste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
Or  him  repenteth  utterly  of  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevously  amis 
To  translaten  that  olde  derkes  wiyten,  370 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt  of  love,  and    had    him-self  hit 

WTOght. 

This  shulde  a  rightwys  lord  have  in  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tirannts  of  Lumbardye, 
Than  han  no  reward  but  at  tirannye.     375 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  naturel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  cruel, 
As  is  a  f  ermour,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 


K 


And  is  his  tresour,  and  his  gold  in  cofre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre :  381 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  justyce ; 
With-outen  doute,  that  is  his  offyce. 


Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree, 

As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  they  be  385 

Enhaunced    and    honoured,    and    most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here— 
Yit  mot  he  doon  bothe  right,  to  pore  and 

riche, 
Al  be  that  hir  estat  be  nat  y-liche, 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassioun.      390 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kynd  of  the  leoun ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth. 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  genteiye,  394 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
Ab  doth  a  curre  or  elles  another  besta 
In  noble  oorago  oght«  been  areste, 
And  weyen  every  thing  by  equitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 

3 
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Zf^i  Bic^tni  of  <Boo^  (Piemen. 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  xnaystrie  for  a  lord   386 
To  dampne  a  man  with-onte  answere  or 

word ; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  fol  fonl  to  nse. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  excuse, 
[But]  axeth  mercy  with  a  sorweful  herte, 
And   profreth   him,  right   in    his  bare 

gherte,  391 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jugement, 
Than  <^hte  a  god,  by  short  avysement, 
Considre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas,  395 

Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  merciable ; 
Leteth   your    yre,    and    beth    somwhat 

tretable ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning, 
And  forthered  your  lawe  with  his  making. 
Whyl  he  was  yong,  he  kepte  your  estat ; 
I  not  wher  he  be  now  a  renegat.  401 

But  wel  I  wot,  with  that  he  can  endyte. 
He  hath  maked  lewed  folk  delyte 
To  serve  yon,  in  prej^ing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame,  405 

And    eek    the    Deeth   of  Blaunche  the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes. 
That  highten  Balades,   Boundels,  Vire- 

layes ;  411 

And  for  to  speke  of  other  besinesse. 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Bo^e ; 
And  of  the  Wrcched  Engendring  of  Man- 

kinde. 
As  man  may  in  pope  Innocent  y-finde ;  415 
And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Cecyle ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne  ; 
He  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many  a 

thing.  420 

Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  axe  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace. 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

blyve,  425 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord    400 
To  dampne  a  man  with-oute  answere  of 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ful  foul  to  use. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  excuse. 
But  asketh  mercy  with  a  dredful  herte, 
And  profreth    him,  right    in    his  bare 

sherte,  405 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jugement, 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avysement, 
Considre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas, 
Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  merciable ;  410 
Leteth  your  yre,  and  beth  somwhat  tret^ 

able! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning, 
And  forthred  wel  your  lawe  in  his  making. 


Al  be  hit  that  he  can  nat  wel  endyte. 
Yet  hath  he  maked  lewed  folk  delyte  415 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame, 
And  eek  the    Deeth    of   Blaunche    the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte  420 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes, 
That  highten  Balades,   Boundels,  Vlre- 

layes; 
And,  for  to  speke  of  other  holynesse. 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Botoe,       425 


And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  aeynt  Ceoyle  ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudelejme ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  pejue ; 
He  hath  mad   many  a  lay  and  many 

a  thing.  430 

'  Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  aske  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace, 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

Wyve,  435 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 


fpvotoc^t.    (ttoo  (Per0ton0.) 
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Bat  he  shal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devj^se, 
Of  women  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-flo  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  yow,  as  muche  as  he  mis- 

seyde  430 

Or  in  the  Bose  or  elles  in  Criseyde.* 
The  god  of  love  answexde  hir  thus 

anoon, 
'  Madame,'  qnod  he,  *  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  435 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
That,  if  that  I  wol  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  wanie  your  reqneste ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  what  yow 

leste,  439 

And  al  foryeve,  with-oaten  lenger  space  ; 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yifb,  or  doth  a  grace. 
Do  hit  by  tyme,  his  Uiank  is  wel  the 

more; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Oo  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  qnod  he. 
I  roos,  and  doon  I  sette  me  on  my 

knee,  445 

And  seyde  thus :  '  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foryelde  yow,  that  yo  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  Mrrathe  to  foryivo  ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  450 
That  han  me  holpen,  and  put  in  swioh 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
Naught  have    agilt,    ne    doon   to   love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-oaten  dredo, 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ; 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame,  456 
Thogh  that  I  speko  a  fals  lover  som  shame. 
They  Qghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde, 
Or  of  the  Bose;  what-so  myn  aactoar 

mente,  460 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthren  troathe    in    love    and    hit 

cheryce; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vyoe 
By  swich  ensample ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  *  lat  be  thyn  arga- 

inge ;  465 

N 


Bat  he  shal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devyse, 
Of  wommen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-so  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve. 
And  forthren  yow,  as  mache  as  he  mis- 

seyde  440 

Or  in  the  Bose  or  elles  in  Creseyde.* 
The  god  of   love  answerde  hir   thus 

anoon, 
*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  445 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
If  that  I  wolde  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  weme  your  reqneste ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  as  yow 

leste. 
I  al  foryeve,  with-oaten  lenger  space  ;  450 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yifb,  or  doth  a  grace. 
Do  hit  by  tyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the 

more; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Qo  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  quod  he. 
I  roos,  and  doon  I  sette  me  on  my 

knee,  455 

And  seyde  thtis :  *  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foryelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foiyive  ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live. 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  460 
That  han  me  holpe    and  put   in    this 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas. 
Naught   have   agilt,    ne   doon    to   love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-outen  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ; 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame, 
Tliogh  that  I  speke  a  fals  lover  som  shama 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde, 
Or  of  the  Bose ;  what-so  myn  aoctoor 

mente,  470 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthren    troathe   in    love  and    hit 

cheryce ; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vyoe 
By  swich  ensample ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  *  lat  be  th}m  argu- 

inge ;  475 

5 
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For  Love  ne  wol  nat  conntrepleted  bo 
In  right  ne  wrong  ;  and  leme  this  at  me ! 
Thon  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  understond  hit  here : 
Thoa  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer  by 

yere,  47 » 

The  moete  party  of  thy  lyve  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wemen,  maidenes  and  wyves,  474 
That  were  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves  ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  aasayen 
How  many  we]]&en    they  may  doon    a 

shame ; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holden 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lesteth  nat  a  lover  be,  480 
Spek  wel    of  love ;    this  penance  yeve 

I  thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  ^^7 

weye, 
To  forthren   thee,   and   wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Go  now  thy  wey,  thy  penance  is  but  lyte.' 


The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 

seyde,  486 

*  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde. 
Or  queue,  or  oountesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel  penance  yeven  thee. 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte ; 
That  mayst  thou  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.' 
And  I  answerde,  '  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 

'  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,'  495 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  BO  that  thou  avyse  thee. 
Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste, 
The  gret  goodnesse  of  the  queue  Alceste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayesye :  500 

She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  conntrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  that  of  me ! 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  understond  hit  here: 
Thou  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer 

by  yere,  48* 

The  moste  i>arty  of  thy  tyme  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wommen,  maidenes  and  wyves, 
That  weren  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen. 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wommen  they  may  doon  n 

shame ; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holde  a 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lyke  nat  a  lover  be,     490 
Spek  wel  of  love ;   this  penance  yive  I 

thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye. 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye, 
To  forthren  thee,   and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Go  now  thy  wey,  this  penance  is  but  lyte. 
And  whan  this  book  is  maad,  yive  hit  the 

queue  49^ 

On  my  behalfe,  at  Eltham,  or  at  Shene.' 
The  god  of  love  gan  smylc,  and  than  ho 

seyde, 
•  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  queue,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel  penance  yiven  thee,  501 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herto  ; 
That  maystow  seen,   she  kytheth  what 

she  is.'  50A 

And  I  answerde,  *  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.* 

'  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,* 
Quod  Love,  '  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avyse  thee.  509 

Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste, 
The  grete  goodnesse  of  the  queue  Alceste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayesye  : 
She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 


Q>rofoj3tte.    (Cwo  (Pemone.) 


365 


And  eek  to  goon  to  heUe,  rather  than  he. 

And  Ercnles  rescued  hir,  pardee, 

And  broghte  hir  oat  of  helle  agayn  to 


blis?< 


504 


And  I  answerde  ageyn,  and  seyde,  'yis, 
Now  knowe   I  hir !    And  is  this    good 

Alceste, 
The  dayesye,  and  myn  owne  hertes  reste? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf, 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  grete  bonntee  doubleth  hir  renonn ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  me  myn  affeccionn 
That  I  have  to  hir  flour,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stellifye, 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse  ! 
Hir  whyte  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse ; 
For  also  many  vertues  hadde  she,         516 
As  smale  floures  in  liir  coroun  be. 
In  remembraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  flour  519 
Y-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  may  see ; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee, 
In  st-ede  of  rubies,  set  among  the  whyte.' 
Therwith  this  quene  wex  reed  for  shame 
a  lyte,  523 

Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seyde  Love,  *■  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,  to  write  unstedfastnesse 
Of  women,  sith  thou  knowest  hir  good- 
nesse 
By  preef,  and  eek  by  stories  heer-bifom  ; 
Let  be  the  chaf,  and  wry  I  wel  of  the  com. 
Why  noldeet  thou  han  writen  of  Alceste, 
And    leten    Criseide    been    a-slepe    and 
reste?  531 

For  of  Alceste  shulde  thy  wiyting  be. 
Sin  that  thou  wost  that  kalender  is  she 
Of  goodnesse,  for   she   taughte   of  fyn 

lovinge, 
And  namely  of  wjrf  hood  the  livinge,    535 
And  aUe  the  boundes  that  she  oghte  kepe ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  a-slepe. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  upon  thy  lyf, 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

wyf, 
Whan  thou  hast  othere  smale  maad  be- 
fore ;  540 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 


And  eek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he. 
And  Ercules  rescowed  hir,  pardee,  515 
And  broghte  hir  out  of  helle  agayn  to 

bUs?' 
And  I  answerde  ageyn,  and  seyde,  'yis. 
Now   knowe  I  hir !    And   is  this  good 

Alceste,  518 

The  daye^e,  and  myn  owne  hertes  reste  ? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf. 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf,  • 
Hir  grete  bountee  doubleth  hir  renonn  ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  me  myn  affeccioun 
That  I  have  to  hir  flour,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stellifye,  525 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse ! 
Hir  whyte  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse ; 
For  also  many  vertues  hadde  she. 
As  smale  floures  in  hir  coroun  be.        529 
In  remembraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  flour 
Y-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  m&ysee; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee. 
In  stede  of  rubies,  set  among  the  whyte.' 
Therwith  this  quene  wex  reed  for  shame 

a  lyte,  535 

Whan  she  was  prejrsed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seyde  Love,  *  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,   that  ilke  tyme  thou 

made  538 

"  Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  tresses,"  in  balade. 
That  thou  forgete  hir  in  thy  song  to  sette, 
Sin  that  thou  art  so  gretly  in  hir  dette, 


And  wost  so  wel,  that  kalender  is  she 

To  any  woman  that  wol  lover  be 

For    she    taughte   al   the    craft   of  fyn 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wyf  hood  the  livinge,    545 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oghte  kepe ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  t3rme  a-slepe. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  upon  thy  lyf, 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

wyf, 
Whan  thou  hast  other  smaJe  y-maad  be- 
fore ;  550 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 
But  er  I  go,  thus  muche  I  wol  thee 
telle, 
Ne  shal  no  trewe  lover  come  in  helle. 
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At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thoa  beginno ; 
And  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 
winne,'  543 


And  with  that  word  of  sleep  I  gan  a-awake, 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Thise  other  ladies  sittingo  here  arowe 
Ben  in  thy  balade,  if  thou  canst  hem 

knowe,  555 

And  in  thy  bokes  alle  thoa  shalt  hem 

finde; 
Have  hem  now  in  thy  Legend  alle  in 

minde, 
I  mene  of  hem  that  been  in  thy  knowinge. 
For  heer  ben  twenty  thousand  mo  sittinge 
Than   thou   knowett,    that    been    good 

wommen  alle  560 

And  trowe  of  love,  for  aught  that  may 

be&lle  ; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  leste. 
I  mot  gon  hoom,  the  sonne  draweth  weste, 
To  Paradys,  with  al  this  companye ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  Aresshe  dayesye.  5^ 
At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thou  beginne ; 
And  so  forth ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 

winne. 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be, 
Wol  doon  so  strong  a  peyne  for  love  as 

she. 
I  wot  wel  that  thou  mayst  nat  al  hit 

ryme,  570 

Tliat  swiche  lovers  diden  in  hir  tyme ; 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  hero  ; 
SoiTyceth  me,  thou  make  in  this  manere, 
That  thou  reheroe  of  al  hir  lyf  the  grete, 
After  thise  olde  auctours  listen  to  trete. 
For  who-eo  shal  so  many  a  stone  telle,  576 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwelle.' 
And  with  that  word  my  bokes  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Explicit  prohemium. 


L   THE  LEGEND  OF  CLEOPATRA. 


IndpU  Legenda  Cleopatrie^  Martiria^ 
EgipUregine, 

Aftbr  the  deeth  of  Tholomee  the  king,  580 
That  al  Egipte  hadde  in  his  governing, 
Begned  his  queue  Cleopataras ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  ther  swiche  a  cas, 
That  out  of  Bome  was  sent  a  senatour, 
For  to  oonqueren  regnes  and  honour   585 
Unto  the  toun  of  Bome,  as  was  usaunce. 
To  have  the  world  unto  her  obeisaunce ; 


And,  sooth  to  seye,  Antonius  was  his 

name. 
So  fll    hit,    as    Fortune    him   oghte   a 

shame  (10) 

Whan  he  was  fallen  in  prospeiitee,      590 
Bebel  unto  the  toun  of  Bome  is  he. 
And  over  al  this,  the  suster  of  Cesar, 
He  lafte  hir  falsly,  er  that  she  was  war. 
And  wolde  algates  ban  another  wyf ; 
For  whiche  he  took  with  Bome  and  Cesar 

^^'  595 
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Natheles,  for-soothf  this  like  senatour 
Was  a  ftd  worthy  gentil  werreyour, 
And  of  his  deeth  hit  was  fal  greet  damage. 
Bnt  love  had  broght  this  man  in  swiche 

a  rage,  (ao) 

And  him  so  narwe  bonnden  in  his  las, 
Al  for  the  love  of  Gieopataras,  601 

That  al  the  world  he  sette  at  no  value. 
Him  thooghte,  nas  to  him  no  thing  so 

due 
As  Cleopatras  for  to  love  and  serve ;    604 
Him  roghte  nat  in  armes  for  to  sterve 
In  the  defence  of  hir,  and  uf  hlr  right. 
This  noble  queue  eek  lovede  so  this 

knight, 
Through  his  desert,  and  for  his  chivalrye ; 
As  certainly,  but-if  that  bokes  lye,       (30) 
He  was,  of  persone  and  of  gentilesse,  610 
And  of  discrecioun  and  hardinesse, 
Worthy  to  any  wight  that  liven  may. 
And  she  was  fair  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  maken  shortly  is  the  beste, 
8he  wax  his  wyf,  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste.  615 

The  wedding  and  the  feste  to  devyse, 
To  me,  that  have  y-take  swiche  empryse 
Of  so  many  a  storie  for  to  make,  (39) 

Hit  were  to  long,  lest  that  I  sholde  slake 
Of  thing  that  bereth  more  effect  and 

charge ;  620 

For  men  may  overlade  a  ship  or  barge  ; 
And  forthy  to  th'effect  than  wol  I  skippe. 
And  al  the  remenant,   I  wol    lete  hit 

slippe. 
Octovian,  that  wood  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  ost  on  Antony  to  lede    625 
Al-outerly  for  his  destruccioun. 
With  stoute  Bomains,  cruel  as  leoun  ; 
To  ship  they  wente,  and  thus  I  let  hem 

saile. 
Antonius  was  war,  and  wol  nat  faile  (50) 
To  meten    with    ^hise    Bomains,  if  he 

may ;  630 

Took   eek   his   reed,    and   bothe,   upon 

a  day. 
His  wyf  and  he,  and  al  his  ost,  forth 

wente 
To  shippe  anoon,  no  lenger  they  ne  stente ; 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete — 
Up  goth  the  trompe — and  for  to  shoute 

and  shete,  635 


And  peynen  hem  to  sette  on  with  the 

Sonne. 
With  g^sly  soun  out  goth    the   grete 

gonne. 
And  heterly  they  hurtlen  al  at  ones, 
And  fh>  the  top  doun  cometh  the  g^te 

stones.  (6u) 

In  goth  the  grapenel  so  fol  of  crokes    640 
Among  the  ropes,  and  the  shering-hokes. 
In  with  the  polax  presseth  he  and  he  ; 
Behind  the  mast  beginneth  he  to  flee. 
And  out  agayn,  and  dryveth  him  over- 

borde ;  644 

He  stingeth  him  upon  his  speres  orde  ; 
He  rent  the  saU  with  hokes  lyke  a  sythe  ; 
He  bringeth  the  cuppe,  and  biddeth  hem 

be  blythe ; 
He  poureth  pesen  upon  the  hacches  slider ; 
With  pottes  ftil  of  lym  they  goon  to- 

gider ;  (70) 

And  thus  the  longe  day  in  fight  they 

spende  650 

Til,  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath  ende, 
Antony  is  shent,  and  put  him  to  the 

flighte, 
And  al  his  folk  to-go,  that  best  go  mights. 
Fleeth  eek    the   queen,  with   al  her 

purpre  saU, 
For  strokes,  which  that  wente  as  thikke 

as  hail ;  655 

No  wonder  was,  she  mighte  hit  nat  endure. 
And  whan  that  Antony  saw  that  aven- 

ture, 
^ Alias!'   quod  he,  *the  day  that  I  was 

born! 
My  worshipe  in  this  day  thus  have  I 

lorn!'  (80) 

And  for  dispeyr  out  of  his  witte  he  sterte, 
And  roof  him-self  anoon  through-out  the 

herte  661 

Er  that  he  ferther  wente   out    of  the 

place. 
His  wyf,  that  oonde  of  Cesar  have  no 

grace. 
To  Egipte  is  fled,  for  drede  and  for  dis- 

tresse ; 
But  herkneth,  ye  that  speke  of  kinde- 

nesse.  665 

Te  men,  that  fidsly  swerenmanyan  00th 

That  ye  wol  dye,  if  that  your  love  be 

wrooth, 
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Heer  may  ye  seen  of  women  whiche  a 

trouthe ! 
Tliis  wofnl  Cleopatre   hath   mad  swich 

Touthe  (90) 

That  ther  nis  tonge  noon  that  may  hit 

telle.  670 

But  on  the  morwe  she  wol  no  longer 

dwelle, 
But  made  hir  subtil  workmen  make  a 

shryne 
Of  alio  the  rubies  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Egipte  that  she  coude  espye ; 
And  putte  ful  the  shryne  of  spytierye,  675 
And  leet  the  cors  embaume;  and  forth 

she  fette 
This  dedo  cors,   and  in  the  shryne  hit 

shette. 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pit  than  doth  she 

grave  ; 
And  alle  the  serpents  tliat  she  mighte 

liave,  (loo) 

She  putte  hem  in  that  grave,  and  thus 

she  seyde  :  680 

•  Now  love,  to  whom  my  sorweful  herte 

obeyde 
So  ferforthly  that,  fro  that  blisful  houre 
That  I  yow  swor  to  been  al  frely  youre, 
I  mene  yow,  Antoniiis  my  knight !       684 
That  never  waking,  in  the  day  or  night. 


Ye  nere  out  of  myn  hertes  remembraunce 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  carole  or  for  daunce  ; 
And  in  my-self  this   covenant  made   I 

tho,  (109) 

That,  right  swich  as  ye  felten,  wele  or  wo. 
As  ferforth  as  hit  in  my  power  lay,      690 
Unreprovable  unto  my  wyfhood  ay. 
The  same  wolde  I  felen,  lyf  or  deeth. 
And  thilke  covenant,  whyl  me  lasteth 

breeth, 
I  wol  falfille,  and  that  shal  wel  be  sene  ; 
Was  never  unto  hir  love  a  trewer  queue.' 
And  with   that  word,   naked,   with  ful 

good  herte,  696 

Among  the  serpents  in  the  pit  she  sterte, 
And  ther  she  chees  to  han  hir  buryinge. 
Anoon  the    neddres   gonne  hir    for    to 

stinge,  (lao) 

And  she  hir  deeth  receyveth,  with  good 

chore,  700 

For  love  of  Antony,  that  was  hir  so  dere: — 
And  this  is  storial  sooth,  hit  is  no  fable. 
Now,  er  I  finde  a  man  thus  trewe  and 

stable. 
And   wol  for  love  his    deeth    so  freely 

take, 
I  pray  god  lat  our  hedes  never  ake !      705 

Explicit  Legenda  Cleopatrie.  Martiris, 


11.   THE  LEGEND  OF  THISBE  OF  BABYLON. 


Jncipit  Lcffenda  Tesbe  Babilonie^  Martiris, 

At  Babiloine  whylom  fil  it  thus, 
The  whiche  toun  the  queen  Semiramus 
Leet  diclien  al  about,  and  walles  make 
Ful  hye,  of  harde  tyles  wel  y-bake. 
Ther  weren  dwelling^  in  this  noble  toun 
Two  lordes,   which   that  were  of  greet 


renoun. 
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And  woneden  so  nigh,  upon  a  grene, 
That  ther  nas  but  a  stoon-wal  hem  bi- 

twene, 
As  ofbe  in  grete  tonnes  is  the  wone. 
And  sooth  to  seyn,  that  o  man  hadde 

a  sone,  715 

Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  the  lustieste.    (11) 
That  other  hadde  a  doghter,  the  fairest'O, 


That  estward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwel- 

linge. 
The  name  of  everich  gan  to  other  springe 
By    wommen,    that    were    neighebores 

aboute.  720 

For  in  that  contree  yit,  withouten  doate. 
Maidens  been  y-kept,  for  jelosye, 
Ful  streite,  lest  they  diden  som  folye. 

This  yonge  man  was  doped  Piramus, 
And  Tisbe  hight  the  maid,  Naso  seith 

thus ;  725 

And  thus  by  report  was  hir  name  y-shove 
That,  as    they  wexe    in    age,  wex    hir 

love ;  (22) 

And  oertein,  as  by  reson  of  hir  age, 
Ther    mighte    have    been    bitwix    hem 

manage,  729 
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Bat  that  hir  fadreB  nolde  hit  nat  assente ; 
And  bothe  in  love  y-lyke  sore  they  brente, 
That  noon  of  alle  hir  frendes  mi^hte  hit 

lette 
Bnt  prively  Bomtynie  yit  they  mette 
By  sleighte,  and  speken  som  of  hir  desyr ; 
As,  wry  the  gleed,  and  hotter  is  the  fyr ; 
Forbede  a  love,  and  it  is  ten  so  wood.  736 
This  wal,  which  that  bitwiz  hem  bothe 

stood,  (32) 

Was  cloven  a-two,  right  fro  the  toppe 

adoon, 
Of  olde  tyme  of  his  frmdacionn  ; 
Bnt  yit  this  cliffce  was    so  narwe  and 

lyte,  740 

It  nas  nat  sene,  dere  y-nogh  a  myte. 
But  what  is  that,  that  love  can  nat  espye? 
Ye  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Ye  fonnden  first  this  litel  narwe  clifte  ; 
And,  with  a  sonn  as  softe  as  any  shrifte, 
Theylete  hir  wordes  through  the  clifte 

pace,  (41)  746 

And  tolden,  whyl  that  they  stode  in  the 

place, 
Al  hir  compleynt  of  love,  and  al  hir  wo. 
At  every  tyme  whan  they  dorste  so. 

Upon  that  o  9yde  of  the  wal  stood  he. 
And  on  that  other  syde  stood  Tisbe,     751 
The  swote  sonn  of  other  to  receyve. 
And  thus  hir  wardeins  wolde  they  de- 

ceyve. 
And  eveiy  day  this  wal  they  wolde  threte. 
And  wisshe  to  god,  that  it  were  doun 

y-^te.  (50)  755 

Thns    wolde    they    seyn — *  alias!    thou 

wikked  wal, 
Throngh  thyn  envye  thou  ns  lettest  al ! 
Why  nilt  thou  deve,  or  fallen  al  »-two  ? 
Or,  at  the  leste,  but  thou  woldest  so, 
Yit  woldestow  but  ones  lete  us  mete,  760 
Or  ones  that  we  mighte  kissen  swete. 
Than  were  we  covered  of  our  cares  colde. 
But  natheles,  yit  be  we  to  thee  holde 
In  as  mnche  as  thou  suffrest  for  to  goon 
Our  wordes  through  thy  lyme  and  eek 

thy  stoon.  (60)  765 

Yit  oghte  we  with  thee  ben  wel  apayd.' 

And  whan  thise  ydel  wordes  weren  sayd. 
The  colde  wal  they  wolden  kisse  of  stoon. 
And  take  hir  leve,  and  forth  they  wolden 

goon. 


And  this  was  gladly  in  the  even-tyde  j^t 
Or  wonder  erly,  lest  men  hit  espyde ; 
And  longe  tjme  they  wroghte  in  this 

manere 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Fhebus  gan  to  olere, 
Aurora  with  the  stremes  of  hir  hete 
Had  dr3^  up  the  dew  of  herbes  wete;  775 
Unto  this  clifbe,  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  (71) 
Com  I^^nunus,  and  after  com  Tisbe, 
And  plighten  trouthe  fully  in  hir  fey 
That  Uke  same  night  to  stele  awey, 
And  to  begyle  hir  wardeins  everiohoon,  780 
And  forth  out  of  the  citee  for  to  goon  ; 
And,  for  the  feldes  been  so  brode  and 

wyde. 
For  to  mete  in  o  place  at  o  tyde, 
They  sette  mark  hir  meting  sholde  be 
Ther  king  Ninus  was  graven,  under  a 
tree ;  (80)  785 

For  olde  payens  that  ydoles  heried 
Useden  tho  in  feldes  to  ben  beried ; 
And  faste  by  this  grave  was  a  weUe. 
And,  shortly  of  this  tale  for  to  telle. 
This     cx>venant   was    affermed    wonder 
£Eiste;  790 

And  longe  hem  thoughte  that  the  sonne 

laste. 
That  hit  nere  goon  under  the  see  adoun. 

This  Tisbe  hath  so  greet  affeccionn 
And  so  greet  lyking  Piramus  to  see. 
That,  whan  she  seigh  her  tyme  mighte 
•  be,  (90)  795 

At  night  she  stal  awey  fal  prively 
With  her  face  y-wimpled  subtilly ; 
For  alle  her  frendes — ^for    to    save  h.er 

trouthe — 
She  hath  forsake;   alias!  and   that  is 

routhe 
That  ever  woman  wolde  be  so  trewe    800 
To  trusten  man,  but  she  the  bet  him 

knewe ! 
And  to  the  tree  she  goth  a  tal  good  pas, 
For  love  made  her  so  hardy  in  this  cas  ; 
And  by  the  welle  adoun  she  gan   her 
dresse.  8(14 

Alias !  than  comth  a  wilde  leonesse  (loo) 
Out  of  the  wode,  withouten  more  areste, 
With  blody  mouthe,  of  strangling  of  a 

beste. 
To  drinken  of  the  welle,  ther  as  she  sat ; 
And,  whan  that  Tisbe  had  eepyed  that, 
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She  rist  her  np,  with  a  fal  drery  herte,  8io 

And  in  a  cave  with  dredftil  foot  she  sterte, 

For  by  the  mone  she  seigh  hit  wel  with- 

alle.  812 

And}  as  she  ran,  herwimpel  leet  she  falle, 

And  took  noon  heed,  so  sore  she  was 

a-whaped.  (109) 

And  eek  so  glad  of  that  she  was  escaped ; 

And  thns  she  sit,  and  darketh  wonder 

stiUe.  816 

Whan  that  this  leonesse  hath  dxonke  her 

fiUe, 
Abonte  the  welle  gan  she  for  to  winde, 
And  right  anoon  the  Wimpel  gan  she 

flnde, 
And  with  her  blody  month  hit  al  to- 
rente.  Sao 

IVhan  this  was  doon,  no  lenger  she  ne 

stente. 
But  to  the  wode  her  wey  than  hath  she 
nome. 
And,  at  the  laste,  this  Firamus  is  come. 
Bat  al  to  longe,  alias  I  at  hoom  was  he. 
The  mone  shoon,  men  mighte  wel  y-see,  825 
And  in  his  weye,  as  that  he  com  fol 
faste,  (121) 

His  eyen  to  the  gronnde  adonn  he  caste, 
And  in  the  sonde,  as  he  beheld  adonn, 
He  seigh  the  steppes  brode  of  a  leoon. 
And  in  his  herte  he  sodeinly  agroos,    830 
And    pale    he  wex,  therwith  his    heer 

aroos, 
And  neer  he  com,  and  fond  the  wimpel 

torn. 
*  Alias!'  qnod  he,   *the  day  that  I  was 

bom ! 
This  o  night  wol  us  lovers  bothe  alee ! 
How  sholde  I  axen  mercy  of  Tisbe        835 
Whan  I  am  he  that  have  yow  slain,  alias ! 
My  bidding  hath  yow  slain,  as  in  this 
cas.  (132) 

Alias !  to  bidde  a  woman  goon  by  nighte 
In  place  ther  as  peril  fallen  mighte, 
And  I  so  slow !  alias,  I  ne  hadde  be     840 
Here  in  this  place  a  forlong-wey  or  ye  ! 
Kow  what  leonn  that  be  in  this  foreste. 
My  body  mote  he  frenden,  or  what  beste 
That  wilde  is,  gnawen  mote  he  now  myn 

herte!* 
And  with  that  worde  he  to  the  wimpel 
sterte,  (140)  845 


And  kiste  hit  ofke,  and  weep  on  hit  fol 

sore. 
And  seide,  *  wimpel,  alias  I  ther  nis  no 

more 
Bnt   thou   shalt  fele  as  wel  the  blood 

of  me 
As  thon  hast  felt  the  bleding  of  Tisbe ! ' 
And  with  that  worde  he  smoot  him  to  the 

herte.  850 

The  blood  out  of  the  wounde  as  brode 

sterte 
As  water,  whan  the  conduit  broken  is. 
Now  Tisbe,  which  that  wiste  nat  of 

this. 
But  sitting  in  her  drede,  she  thoghte  thus, 
*  If  hit  so  fedle  that  my  Piramus  855 

Be  oomen  hider,  and  may  me  nat  y-flnde, 
He  may  me  holden  fals  and  eek  unkinde.* 
And  out  she  comth,  and  after  him  gan 

espyen  (153) 

Bothe  with  her  herte  and  with  her  y6n, 
And  thoghte,  *  1  wol  him  tellen  of  my 

drede  860 

Bothe  of  the  leonesse  and  al  my  dede.' 
And  at  the  laste  her  love  than  hath  she 

founde 
Beting  with  his  heles  on  the  grounde, 
Al  blody,  and  therwith-al  a-bak  she  sterte, 
And  lyke   the  wawes  quappe   gan  her 

herte,  (160)  865 

And  pale  as  box  she  wex,  and  in  a  throwe 
Avysed  her,  and  gan  him  wel  to  knowe. 
That  hit  was  Piramus,  her  herte  dere. 
Who  coude  wiyte  whiche  a  deedly  chere 
Hath  Tisbe  now,  and  how  her  heer  she 

rente,  870 

And  how  she  gan  her-selve  to  turmente, 
And  how  she  lyth  and  swowneth  on  the 

grounde, 
And  how  she  weep  of  teres  fnl  his  wounde. 
How  medeleth  she  his  blood  with  her 

compleynte. 
And  with  his  blood  her-selven  gan  she 

peynte ;  (i7»>)  875 

How  clippeth  she  the  dede  cors,  alias ! 
How  doth  this  woftd Tisbe  in  this  cas! 
How  kisseth  she  his  frosty  mouth  so  cold ! 
*Who  hath   doon  this,  and  who  hath 

been  so  bold  879 

To  sleen  my  leef  ?  0  spek,  my  Piramus  I 
I  am  thy  Tisbe,  that  thee  calleth  thus ! ' 
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And  therwith-al  she  lifteth  np  his  heed. 
This  woftil  man,  that  was  nat  faUy 

deed, 
Whan  that  he  herde  the  name  of  Tishe 

ciyen, 
On  her  he  caste  his  hevy  deedly  y6n    885 
And  donn  again,  and  yeldeth   up   the 

gost.  (181) 

Tisbe  list  up,  withoaten  noise  or  host, 
And  aeigh  her  wimpel  and  his  empty 

Bhethe, 
And  eek  his  swerd,  that  him  hath  doon 

to  dethe ; 
Than  Bpak  she  thus :  *  My  woftil  hand,' 

qnod  she,  890 

'Is  strong  y-nogh  in  swiche  a  werk  to 

me; 
For  love  shal   yive   me   strengthe  and 

hardinesse 
To  make  my  woonde  laxge  y-nogh,  I  gesse. 
I  wol  thee  folwen  deed,  and  I  wol  be 
Felawe  and  canse  eek  of  thy  deeth,'  qnod 

she.  (190)  895 

'And  thogh  that  nothing  save  the  deeth 

only 
Kighte  thee  fro  me  departe  trewely, 
Thou   shalt  no  more   departe    now  fh> 

me 
Than  fro  the  deeth,  for  I  wol  go  with 

thee! 


*And  now,  ye  wrecched  jeloos  fadres 

oore,  9(jo 

We,  that  weren  whylom  children  yonre, 
We  prajren  yow,  withonten  more  enyye. 
That  in  o  grave  y-fere  we  moten  lye. 
Sin  love  hath  brought  ns  to  this  pitoos 

ende !  (199) 

And  right  wis  god  to  every  lover  sende,  905 
That  loveth  trewely,  more  prosperitee 
Than  ever  hadde  Piramns  and  Tisbe ! 
And  lat  no  gentil  woman  her  assure 
To  patten  her  in  swiohe  an  aventure. 
Bat  god  forbede  bat  a  woman  can        910 
Been  as  trewe  and  loving  as  a  man  ! 
And,  for  my  part,  I  shal  anoon  it  kythe ! ' 
And,  with  that  worde,  his  swerd  she  took 

as  swythe, 
That  warm  was  of  her  loves  blood  and 

hoot,  (ao9) 

And  to  the  herteshe  her-selven  smoot.  915 

And  thus  ar  Tisbe  and  Piramos  ago. 
Of  trewe  men  I  flnde  bat  fewe  mo 
In  alle  my  bokes,  save  this  Piramos, 
And  therfor  have  I  spoken  of  him  thas. 
For  hit  is  d^yntee  to  as  men  to  finde  9^0 
A  man  that  can  in  love  be  trewe  and 

kinde. 
Heer  may  ye  seen,  what  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dar  and  can  as  wel  as  he. 
ExplicU  legenda  Tubs, 


III.  THE  LEGEND  OF  DIDO,  QUEEN  OF  CAETHAGE. 


IndpU  Legenda  Didonia  MarthrUy 
CartaginU  regine. 

Ouaa  and  honoar,  Virgil  Hantaan, 

Be  to  thy  name !  and  I  shal,  as  I  can,  935 

Folow  thy  lantern,  as  thoa  gost  bifom. 

How  Eneas  to  Dido  was  forsworn. 

In  thyn  EneXd  and  Naso  wol  I  take 

The    tenoor,    and    the    grete    effectes 

make. 
Whan  Troye  broght  was  to  destrac- 

cioan  950 

By   Grekes    sleighte,    and    namely   by 

Sinoan, 
Feyning  the  hors  y-offted  to  Minerve, 
Throogh   which   that   many  a   Troyan 

moste  sterve ;  (10) 


And  Ector  had,  after  his  deeth,  appered, 
And    fyr  so   wood,    it    mighte   nat    be 

stored,  935 

In  al  the  noble  toor  of  Ilioan, 
That  of  the  citee  was  the  cheef  dongeonn ; 
And  al  the  oontree  was  so  lowe  y-broght. 
And    Priamas   the   king   fordoon    and 

noght; 
And  Eneas  was  charged  by  Venus        940 
To  fleen  awey,  he  took  Ascanins, 
That  was  his  sone,  in  his  right  hand,  and 

fledde  ; 
And  on  his  bakke  he  bar  and  with  him 

ledde  (ao) 

His  olde  fader,  doped  Anchises, 
And   by  the  wejre    his  wyf  Creosa  he 

lees.  945 
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And  xnochel  sorwe  hadde  he  in  his  minde 
£t  that  he  coude  his  felawshippe  flnde. 
Bnt,  at  the  laste,  whan    he    had  hem 

foonde,  948 

He  made  him  redy  in  a  certein  stonnde, 
And  to  the  see  fal  faste  he  gan  him  hye, 
And  saileth  forth  with  al  his  oompanye 
Toward  Itaile,  as  wolde  destinee. 
But  of  his  aventnres  in  the  see  (30) 

Nis  nat  to  pnrpos  for  to  speke  of  here, 
For  hit  acordeth  nat  to  my  matere.      955 
But,  as  I  seide,  of  him  Mid  of  Dido 
8hal  be  my  tale,  til  that  I  have  do. 
So  long^  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  Libye  unnethe  aryved  he, 
With  shippes  seven  and  with  no  more 

navye ;  960 

And  glad  was  he  to  londe  for  to  hye. 
So  was  he  with  the  tempest  al  to-shake. 
And  whan  that  he  the  haven  had  y- 

take,  (40) 

He  had  a  knight,  was  called  Achates ;  964 
And  him  of  al  his  felawshippe  he  chees 
To  goon  with  him,  the  contre  for  tespye  ; 
He  took  with  him  no  more  comi^nye. 
But  forth  they  goon,  and  lafte  his  shippes 

ryde, 
His  fere  and  he,  with-outen  any  gyde.  969 
So  longe  he  walketh  in  this  wildemesse 
Til,  at  the  laste,  he  mette  an  hunteresse. 
A  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  hadde  she, 
Her  clothes  cutted  were  unto  the  knee ;  (50) 
But  she  was  yit  the  fairest  creature 
That  ever  was  y-formed  by  nature ;       975 
And  Eneas  and  Achates  she  grette, 
And  thus  she  to  hem  spak,  whan  she  hem 

mette. 
*  Sawe  ye,'  quod  she,  '  as  ye  han  walked 

wyde, 
Any  of  my  snstren  waike  yow  besyde, 
With  any  wilde  boor  or  other  beste     980 
That  they  han  hunted  to,  in  this  foreste, 
Y-tukked  up,  with  arwes  in  her  cas  ? '  (59) 

'  Nay,  soothly,  lady,'  quod  this  Exieas ; 
*■  But,  by  thy  beaute,  as  hit  thinketh  me, 
Thou  mightest  never  erthely  womman  bo, 
But  Phebus  suster  artow,  as  I  gesse.    9S6 
And,  if  so  be  that  thou  be  a  goddeese, 
Have  mercy  on  our  labour  and  our  wo.' 
*  I  nam  no  goddes,  soothly,'  quod  she 

tho; 


*  For  maidens  walken  in  this  contree  here, 
With    arwes   and   with    bowe,    in    this 
manere.  991 

This  is  the  regne  of  libie,  ther  ye  been, 
Of  which  that  Dido  lady  is  and  queen ' — 
And  shortly  tolde  him  al  the  ocoasioun  (71) 
Why  Dido  oom  into  that  regioun ,  995 
Of  which  as  now  me  losteth  nat  toiyme ; 
Hit  nedeth  nat ;  hit  nere  but  los  of  tyme. 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  it  was  Venus, 
His  owne  moder,  that  spak  with  him  thus ; 
And  to  Cartage  she  bad  he  sholde  him 
dighte,  1000 

And  vanished  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
I  coude  folwe,  word  for  word,  Virgyle, 
But  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longe  a  whyle.  (80) 
This  noble  queen,  that  cleped  was  Dido, 
That  whylom  was  the  wyf  of  Sitheo,  1005 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  brig^hte  sonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  begonne ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  g^reet  honour. 
That  she  was  holde  of  alle  queues  flour, 
Of  gentilesse,  of  freedom,  of  beautee ;  loio 
That  wel  was  him  that  mighte  her  ones 

BAA  * 

Of  kinges  and  of  lordes  so  desyred,       (89) 
That  al  the  world  her  beaute  hadde  y- 

iyred;     ' 
She  stood  so  wel  in  every  wightes  grace. 
Whan  Eneas    was    come    un-to    that 

place,  1015 

Unto  the  maister-temple  of  al  the  toun 
Ther  Dido  was  in  her  devocioun, 
Ful  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whan  he  was  in  the  large  temple  come, 
I  can  nat  seyn  if  that  hit  be  possible,  1020 
But  Venus  hadde  him  maked  invisible — 
Thus  seith  the  book,  with-outen  any  lees. 
And  whan  this  Eneas  and  Achates    (100) 
Hadden  in  this  temple  been  over-€j, 
Than  founde  they,  depeynted  on  a  wal. 
How  Troye  and  al  the  lond  destroyed  was. 
'Alias !  that  I  was  bom,'  quod  Eneas,  1027 
'  Through-out  the  world  our  shame  is  kid 

so  wyde, 
Now  it  is  peynted  upon  every  oyde ! 
We,  that  weren  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Be  now  disslaundred,  and  in  swich  degree, 
No  lenger  for  to  liven  I  ne  kepe  ! ' 
And,  with  that  worde,  he  brast  out  for  to 

wepe  (no) 
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So    tendrely,    that    rcmthe    hit  was    to 

sene. 
This  fresshe  lady,  of  the  oitee  qaene,  1035 
Stood  in  the  temple,  in  her  estat  royal. 
So  richely,  and  eek  so  fair  with-al, 
So  yong,  so  lusty,  with  her  eyen  glade. 
That,  if  that  god,  that  heyen  and  erthe 

made, 
Wolde  han  a  love,  for  beante  and  good- 


nesse. 
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And  womanhod,  and  tronthe,  and  seemli- 

nesse. 
Whom  sholde  he  loven  but   this   lady 

swete? 
There  nis  no  wonunan  to  him  half  so 

mete.  (120) 

Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govem- 

annce, 
Hath    sodeinly    broght    in     so  newe  a 

chaunce,  1045 

That  never  was  ther  yit  so  fremd  a  cas. 
For  al  the  companye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the 

see, 
Arjrved  is,  nat  for  fro  that  citee ; 
For  which,  the  grettest  of  his  lordes  some 
By  aventure  ben  to  the  oitee  come,      1051 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  soke 
The  queue,  and  of  her  socour  her  beseke ; 
Swich  renoun  was  ther  spronge  of  her 

goodnesse.  (131) 

And,  whan  they  hadden  told  al  Mr  dis- 

tresse,  1055 

And  al  hir  tempest  and  hir  harde  cas, 
Unto  the  queue  appered  Eneas, 
And  openly  beknew  that  hit  was  he. 
Who  hadde  joye  than  but  his  meynee, 
That  hxulden  founde  hir  lord,  hir  gover- 

nour  ?  1060 

The  queue  saw  they  dide  him  swich 

honour, 
And  had  herd  ofte  of  Eneas,  er  tho. 
And  in  her  herte  she  hadde  routhe  and 

wo  (140) 

That  ever  swich  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shal  been  disherited  in  swich  degree ;  1065 
And  saw  the  man,  that  he  was  lyk  a 

knight, 
And  suffisaunt  of  persone  and  of  might, 
And  lyk  to  been  a  veray  gentil  man ; 
And  wel  his  wordes  he  besette  can, 


And  had  a  noble  visage  for  the  nones,  1071) 
And  formed  wel  of  braunes  and  of  bones. 
For,  after  Venus,  hadde  he  swich  fair- 

nesse. 
That  no  man  might  be  half  so  fair,  I 

gesse.  (150) 

And  wel  a  lord  he  semed  for  to  be. 
And,  for  he  was  a  straunger,  somwhat 

she  1075 

Lyked  him  the  bet,  as,  god  do  bote, 
To  som  folk  ofte  newe  thing  is  swote. 
Anoon  her  herte  hath  pitee  of  his  wo, 
And,  with  that  pitee,  love  com  in  also ; 
And  thus,  for  pitoe  and  for  gentilesse,  1080 
Sefresshed  moete  he  been  of  his  distresse. 
She  seide,  certes,  that  she  soiy  was 
That  he  hath  had  swich  x>eril  and  swich 

cas ;  (t6<)) 

And,  in  her  frendly  speche,  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  spak,  and  seide  as  ye  may 

here.  10S5 

'  Be  ye  nat  Yenus  sone  and  Anchises  ? 
In  good  feith,  al  the  worship  and  encrees 
That  I  may  goodly  doon  yow,  ye  shul 

have. 
Your  shippes  and  yoxii  meynee  shal  I 

save;' 
And  many  a  gentil  word  she  spak  him  to ; 
And  comaunded  her  messageres  go     1091 
The  same  day,  with-outen  any  faUe, 
His  shippm  for  to  soke,  and  hem  vitaile. 
She  many  abeste  to  the  shippes  sente,  (171) 
And  with  the  wyn  she  gan  hem  to  pre- 

sente ;  .  1095 

And  to  her  royal  paleys  she  her  spedde. 
And  Eneas  alwey  with  her  she  ledde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  feste  to  descry ve  ? 
He  never  beter  at  ese  was  his  lyve. 
Ful  was  the  feste  of  deyntees  and  rich- 


esse, 


1 100 


Of  instruments,  of  song,  and  of  gladnesse, 
And  many  an  amorous  loking  and  devys. 
This  Eneas  is  come  to  Paradys        (180) 
Out  of  the  swolow  of  helle,  and  thus  in 
joye  1104 

Bemembreth  him  of  his  estat  in  Troye. 
To  dauncing-ohambres  ful  of  parements. 
Of  riche  beddes,  and  of  ornaments, 
This  Eneas  is  lad,  after  the  mete. 
And  with  the  queue  whan  that  he  had 
sete, 
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And  spyces  parted,  and  the  wyn  a^ioon, 
Unto  his  chambres  was  he  lad  anoon    iiii 
To  take  his  ese  and  for  to  have  his  reste, 
With  al  his  folk,  to  doon  what  so  hem 

leste.  (190) 

Ther  nas  conrsere  wel  y-brydled  noon, 
Ne  stede,  for  the  j  asting  wel  to  goon,  x  1 15 
Ke  large  palfrey,  esy  for  the  nones, 
Ke  juwel,  fretted  ful  of  riche  stones, 
Ne  sakkes  ful  of  gold,  of  large  wighte, 
Ke  ruby  noon,  that  shynede  by  nighte, 
Ne  gentil  haatein  fauoon  heronere,     11 20 
Ne  hound,  for  hert  or  wilde    boor    or 

dere, 
Ne  coupe  of  gold,  with  florins  newe  y-bete. 
That  in  the  lond  of  Libie  niay  be  gete, 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  y-sent ;  (aoi) 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  hath  spent. 
Thns  can  this  f  noble  quene  her  gestes 

calle,  1136 

As  she  that  can  in  freedom  passen  alle. 

Eneas  sothly  eek,  with-outen  lees, 
Hath  sent  nn-to  his  shippe,  by  Achates, 
After  his  sone,  and  after  riche  thinges, 
Both  ceptre,  clothes,  broches,  and  eek 

ringes,  1131 

Som  for  to  were,  and  som  for  to  presente 
To  her,  that  all  thise  noble  thinges  him 

sente  ;  (3 10) 

And  bad  his  sone,  how  that  he  sholde 

make 
The  presenting,  and  to  the  quene  hit 

take.  U35 

Bepaired  is  this  Achates  again. 
And  Eneas  ful  blisful  is  and  fain 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  Ascanius. 
But  natheles,  our  autour  telleth  us, 
That  Cupido,  that  is  the  god  of  love,   X140 
At  preyere  of  his  moder,  hye  above, 
Hadde  the  lyknes  of  the  child  y-take. 
This  noble  quene  enamoured  to  make  (330) 
On  Eneas ;  but,  as  of  that  scripture. 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  hit  no  cure.    X145 
But  sooth  is  this,  the  quene  hath  mad 

Bwich  chere 
Un-to  this  child,  that  wonder  is  to  here ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente 
She  thanked  him  ftil  ofte,  in  good  entente. 
Thus  is  this  quene  in  plesaunce  and  in 

Jo.V©i  1150 

With  al  this  newe  lusty  folk  of  Troye. 


And  of  the  dedea  hath    she   more  en- 

quered 
Of  Eneas,  and  al  the  story  lered  (330) 

Of  Troye;   and  al  the  longe  day  they 

tweye 
Entendeden  to  speken  and  to  pleye ;     1 155 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  bredon  swich  a  fyr, 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swich  desyr 
With  Eneas,  her  newe  gest,  to  dele. 
That  she  hath  lost  her  hewe,  and  eek  her 

hele. 
Now  to  th'effect,  now  to  the  fruit  of  al,  1 160 
Why  I  have  told  this  story,  and  tellen 

shaL 
Thus  I  beginne ;  hit  fil,  upon  a  night,. 
When  that  the  mone  up-reysed  had  her 

light,  (240) 

This  noble  quene  un-to  her  reste  wente ; 
She  syketh  sore,  and  gan  her-self  tur- 

mente.  1165 

She  waketh,  walweth,  maketh  many  a 

brayd. 
As  doon  thise  loveres,  as  I  have  herd  sayd. 
And  at  the  laste,  unto  her  suster  Anne 
She  made  her  moon,  and  right  thus  spak 

she  thanne. 
*  Now,  dere  suster  myn,  what  may  hit 

be  1170 

That  me  agasteth  in  my  dreme?'  quod 

she. 
*  This  ilke  Troyan  is  so  in  my  thoght, 
For    that   me   thinketh    he    is   so   wel 

y-wroght,  (350) 

And  eek  so  lykly  for  to  be  a  man, 
And  therwithal  so  mikel  good  he  can,  1175 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyth  in  his  cure. 
Have  ye  not  herd  him  teUe  his  aventure? 
Now  certes,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rede  hit  me, 
I  wolde  fain  to  him  y-wedded  be ;        1 179 
This  is  th'effect ;  what  sholde  I  more  seye? 
In  him  lyth  aJ,  to  do  me  live  or  deye.' 
Her  suster  Anne,  as  she  that  ooude  her 

good, 
Seide  as  her  thoughte,  and  somdel  hit 

with-stood.  (360) 

But  her-of  was  so  long  a  sermoning, 
Hit  were  to  long  to  make  rehersing;   1185 
But  fynally,  hit   may  not    been   with- 

stonde; 
Love  wol  love—for    no  wight  wol    hit 

wonde. 
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The  dawenixig  iii>-rist  out  of  the  see ; 
This  amorous  qnene  chargeth  her  meyneo 
The  nettea  dresse,  and  speres  brode  and 

kene ;  iiSP 

An  hunting  wol  this  Insty  fresahe  quene ; 
So  priketh  her  this  newe  joly  wo. 
To  hors  is  al  her  losty  folk  y-go ;        (370) 
Un-tothecoortthe  honndesbeen  y-broght, 
And  np-on  coursers,  swift  as  any  thoght, 
Her  yonge  knightes  hoven  al  aboute,    1196 
And  of  her  wommen  eek  an  huge  route. 
Up-on  a  thikke  palfrey,  paper-whyt, 
With  sadel  rede,  enbrouded  with  delyt, 
Of  gold  the  barres  up-enbossed  hye,    120U 
Sit  Dido,  al  in  gold  and  perre  wrye ; 
And  she  is  fair,  as  is  the  brighte  morwe, 
That  helethsekefolkof  nightes  sorwe.  (280) 

Up-on  a  courser,  startling  as  the  fyr, 
Hen  mighte  turne  him  with  a  litel  wyr. 
Sit  Kneas,  lyk  Phebus  to  devyse ;        1206 
So  was  he  f resshe  arayed  in  his  wyse. 
The  fomy  brydel  with  the  bit  of  gold 
GK>vemeth  he,  right   as   him-aelf  hath 

wold. 
And  forth  this  noble  quene  thus  lat  I 

ryde  laio 

An  hunting,  with  this  Troyan  I7  her  syde. 

The  herd  of  hertes  founden  is  anoon, 
With  *■  hey !  go  bet !  prik  thou !  lat  goon, 

lat  goon  I  (390) 

Why  nil  the  leoun  oomen  or  the  here. 
That  I  mighte  ones  mete  him  with  this 

spere?*  1215 

Thus  seyn  thise  yonge  folk,  and  up  they 

kille 
These  f  hertes  wilde,  and  han  hem  at  hir 

wille. 
Among   al    this   to-romblen   gan   the 

heven, 
The  thunder  rored  with  a  grisly  Steven ; 
Boun  com  the  rain,  with  hail  and  sleet 

so  faste,  laao 

With  hevenes  fyr,  that  hit  so  sore  agaste 
This  noble  quene,  and  also  her  meynee. 
That  ech  of  hem  was  glad  a-wey  to  flee.  (300) 
And  shortly,  fro  the  tempest  her  to  save, 
She  fledde  her^self  into  a  litel  cave,     1325 
And  with  her  wente  this  Eneas  al-eo ; 
I  noot,  with  hem  if  ther  wente  any  mo ; 
The  autour  maketh  of  hit  no  mencioun. 
And  heer  began  the  depe  affeocionn 


Betwix  hem  two;    this  was   the  firste 

morwe  1230 

Of  her  gladnesse,  and  ginning  of  her 

sorwe.  • 

For  ther  hath  Eneas  y-kneled  so,       (309) 
And  told  her  al  his  herte,  and  al  his  wo. 
And  sworn  so  depe,  to  her  to  be  trewe, 
Eor  wele  or  wo,   and  chaunge   for  no 


newe. 
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And  as  a  fals  loyer  so  wel  can  pleyne, 
That  sely  Dido  rewed  on  his  peyne, 
And  took  him  for  husband,  fto  been  his 

wyf 
For  ever-mo,  whyl  that  hem  laste  lyf. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  the  tempest 

stente,  1240 

With  mirth  out  as  they  comen,  hoom 

they  wente. 
The  wikked  fame  up  roos,  and  that 

anon,  (319) 

How  Eneas  hath  with  the  quene  y-gon 
In-to  the.  cave ;  and  demed  as  hem  liste  ; 
And  whan  the  king,  that  Yarbas  hight, 

hit  wiste,  1245 

As  he  that  had  her  loved  ever  his  lyf, 
And  wowed  her,  to  have  her  to  his  wyf, 
Swioh  sorwe  as  he  hath  maked,  and  swich 

ohere, 
Hit  is  a  routhe  and  pitee  for  to  here. 
But,  as  in  love,  al-day  hit  happeth  so,  1250 
That  oon  shal  laughen  at  anothers  wo ; 
Now  laugheth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joye 
And  more  richesse  than  ever  he  was  in 

Troy©.  (330) 

O  sely  womman,  ful  of  innocence,   1254 
Fnl  of  pitee,  of  trouthe,  and  conscience. 
What  maked  yow  to  men  to  trusten  so  ? 
Have  ye  swioh  routhe  upon  hir  feined  wo, 
And   han    swich    oldo    ensamples    yow 

befom? 
See  ye  nat  alle,  how  they  been  for-swom  ? 
Wher  see  ye  oon,  that  he  ne  hath  laft  his 

leef,  1260 

Or  been  unkinde,  or  doon  hir  som  mis- 

cheef. 
Or  pilled  her,  or  bested  of  his  dede  ?  (339) 
Ye  may  as  wel  hit  seen,  as  ye  may  redo ; 
Tak  heed  now  of  this  grete  gentil-man, 
This  Troyan,  that  so  wel  her  plesen  can, 
That  feineth  him  so  trewe  and  obeising, 
So  gentil  and  so  privy  of  his  doing,      1267 


376 


Zit  ^egenb  of  <Boob  (Q^ometi* 


And  can  sowel  doon  alle  his  obeisaxinces, 
And  waiten  her  at  festes  and  at  daonceSf 
And  when  she  goth  to  temple  and  hoom 

ageyn,  1270 

And  fasten  til  he  hath  his  lady  seyn, 
And  here  in  his  devyses,  for  her  sake, 
Koot  I  nat  what;  and  songes  wolde  he 

make,  (35«») 

Josten,  and  doon  of  armes  many  thinges, 
Sende  her  lettres,  tokens,  broches,  ringes — 
Now  herkneth,  how  he  shal  his   lady 

serve !  1276 

Ther-as  he  was  in  peril  for  to  sterve 
For  hunger,   and  for  mischeef   in  the 

see. 
And  deaolat,  and  fled  from  his  contree. 
And  al  his  folk  with  tempest  al  to-driven, 
She  hath  her  body  and  eek  her  reame 

yiven  1281 

In-to  his  hond,  ther-as  she  mighte  have 

been 
Of  other  lond  than  of  Cartage  a.qaeen, 
And  lived  in  joye  y-nogh  ;  what  wolde  ye 

more?  (361) 

This  Eneas,  that  hath  so  depe  y-swore. 
Is  wery  of  his  craft  with-in  a  thro  we ;  1 386 
The  hote  ernest  is  al  over-blowe. 
And  prively  he  doth  his  shippes  dighte, 
And  shapeth  him  to  stele  a-wey  by  nighte. 
This  Dido  hath  suspecioun  of  this,  1 390 
And  thoughte  wel,  that  hit  was  al  a-mis ; 
For  in  his  bedde  he  lyth  »>night  and 

Syketh  ; 
She  asketh  him  anoon,  what  him'  mis- 

lyketh—  (370) 

'  My  dere  herte,  which  that  I  love  most?' 

'  Certes,'  quod  he,  *  this  night  my  fadres 

gost  1295 

Hath  in  my  sleep  so  sore  me  tormented. 
And  eek  Mercurle  his  message  hath  pre- 
sented, 
That  nodes  to  the  conquest  of  Itaile 
My  destinee  is  sone  for  to  saile  ; 
For  which,  me  thinketh,  brosten  is  myn 

herte ! '  1301) 

Ther-with  his  false  teres  out  they  sterte; 
And  taketh  her  with-in  his  armes  two. 
^  Is  that  in  ernest,'  quod  she ;  *  wil  ye 

so?  (380) 

Have  ye  nat  sworn  to  wyve  me  to  take, 
Alas !  what  womman  wil  ye  of  me  make  ? 


I  am  a  gen  til-woman  and  a  queen,  1306 
Ye  wil  nat  fro  your  wyf  thus  foule  fleen  ? 
That  I  was  bom  !  alias !  what  shal  I  do? ' 
To  telle  in  short,  this  noble  queen  Dido, 
She  seketh  halwes,  and  doth  8a.crifyse ; 
She  kneleth,   cryeth,   that  routhe  is  to 

devyse ;  13 11 

Conjnreth  him,  and  profreth  him  to  bo 
His  thral,  his  servant  in  the  leste  gree ; 
She  falleth  him  to  fote,  and  swownetli 

there  (391) 

Dischevele,  with  her  brighte  gilte  here, 
,And  seith,   *have  mercy!  let  me  with 

yowryde!  1316 

Thise  lordes,  which  that  wonen  me  besyde 
Wil  me  destroyen  only  for  your  sake. 
And,  so  ye  wil  me  now  to  wyve  take, 
As  ye  han  sworn,  than  wol  I  yive  yow 

leve  1320 

To  sleen  me  with  your  swerd  now  sone  at 

eve! 
For  than  yit  shal  I  dyen  as  your  wyf. 
I  am  with  ohUde,  and  yive  my  chUd  his 

lyf.  (400) 

Mercy,  lord!  have  pite  in  your  thoght ! ' 
But  al  this  thing  availeth  her  right  noght ; 
For  on  a  night,  slepinge,  he  let  her  lye. 
And  stal  a-wey  un-to  his  oompanye,    1327 
And,  as  a  traitour,  forth  he  gan  to  saile 
Toward  the  large  contree  of  Itaile. 
Thus  hath  he  lafb  Dido  in  wo  and  pyne  ; 
And  wedded  ther  a  lady  hight  Lavyne. 
A  cloth  he  lafte,  and  eek  his  swerd 

stonding,  (409)  1332 

Whan  he  fro  Dido  stal  in  her  sleping. 
Bight  at  her  beddes  heed,  so  gan  he  hye 
Whan  that  he  stal  a-wey  to  his  navye ; 
Which  cloth,  whan  sely  Dido  gan  awake, 
She  hath  hit  kist  ful  ofte  for  his  sake ; 
And  seide,   '  O  cloth,  whyl  Jupiter  hit 

leste, 
Tak  now  my  soule,  unbind  me  of  this 

unreste !  1339 

I  have  fulflld  of  fortune  al  the  oours.' 
And  thus,  alias  !  with-outen  his  socours, 
Twenty  tyme  y-swowned  hath  she  thanne. 
And,  whan  that  she  un-to  her  suster 

Anne  (420) 

Compleyned   had,  of  which  I  may  Jiat 

wryte —  1344 

So  greet  a  routhe  I  have  hit  for  t'endyte— 
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And  bad  her  nonce  and  her  snster  goon 
To  fecchen  fyr  and  other  thing  anoon, 
And  seide,  that  she  wolde  aacrifye. 
And,  whan  she  mighte   her  tyme  wel 

eepye, 
Up-on  the  fyr  of  saoriiys  she  sterte,    1351 ) 
And  with  his  swerd  she  roof  her  to  the 
herte. 
But,  as  myn  antonr  seith,  right  thus 
she  seyde ;  (439) 

Or  she  was  hurt,  before  that  she  dejrde, 
She  wroot  a  lettre  anoon,  that  thus  be- 
gan:— 
*  Bight  so,'  quod  she,  *  as  that  the  whyte 
swan  1355 

Ayeins  his  deeth  beginneth  for  to  singe, 
Bight  so  to  yow  make  I  my  compleyninge. 


Nat  that  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  again, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  it  is  al  in  vain. 
Sin  that  the  goddes  been  contraire  to  me. 
But  sin  my  name  is  lost  through  yow,' 
qnod  she,  1361 

*  I  may  wel  lese  a  word  on  yow,  or  letter, 
Al-be-it  that  I  shal  be  never  the  better ; 
For  thilke  wind    that  blew  yonr    ship 

a-wey,  (44 ») 

The  same  wind  hath  blowe  a-wey  your 

fey.'—  1365 

But  who    wol   al  this  letter  have  in 

minde, 
Bede  Ovide,  and  in  him  he  shal  hit  flnde. 

Eaeplicit  Legenda  DidonU  Martiriay 
Cartaginia  regine. 


IV.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


Indptt  Leg&nda  YaiphiU  et  Medee, 
Mariirum^ 

Part  I.  Thx  Lkoend  of  HrpsiPTLS. 

Thou  rote  of  false  lovers,  dnk  Jasonn  I 
Thou  sly  devonrer  and  confusionn 
Of  gentil-wommen,  tender  creatnres,  1370 
Thou  madest  thy  reclaiming  and    thy 

Inres 
To  ladies  of  thy  statly  api>arannee, 
And  of  thy  wordes,  farced  with  plesannce, 
And    of  thy   feyned  tronthe    and    thy 

manere, 
With  thyn  obeisaunce  and  thy  humble 

chere,  (8)  1375 

And  with  thy  connterfeted  peyne  and  wo. 
Ther  other  falsen  oon,  thou  falsest  two ! 
O  !  ofte  swore  thon  that  thou  woldest  dye 
For  love,  whan  thou  ne  feltest  maladye 
Save  foul  delyt,  which  that  thou  callest 

love !  1380 

If  that  I  live,  thy  name  shal  be  shove 
In  English,  that  thy  sleighte  shal  be 

knowe! 
Have  at  thee,  Jasoun !  now  thyn  horn  is 

blowe! 
But  certes,  hit  is  bothe  routhe  and  wo 
That  love  with  false  loveres  werketh  so ; 


For  they  shul  have  wel  better  love  and 
chere  13K6 

Than  he  that  hath  aboght  his  love  ful 
dere,  (20) 

Or  had  in  armes  many  a  blody  box. 

For  ever  as  tendre  a  capoun  et  the  fox, 

Thogh  he  be  fals  and  hath  the  foul  be- 
trayed, 1390 

As  shal  the  good-man  that  ther-for  hath 
payed; 

Al  have  he  to  the  capoun  skille  and 
right. 

The  false  fox  wol  have  his  part  at  night. 

On  Jasoun  this  ensample  is  wel  y-sene 

By  Isiphile  and  Medea  the  queue.  1395 
In  Tessalye,  as  Ouido  telleth  us, 

Ther  was  a  king  that  highte  Pelleus,  (30) 

That  had  a  brother,  which  that  highte 
Eson; 

And,  whan  for  age  he  mighte  unnethes 

Ho  yaf  to  Pelleus  the  governing  1400 

Of  al  his  regno,  and  made  him  lord  and 

king. 
Of  which  Eson  this  Jasoun  geten  was. 
That,  in  his  tyme,  in  al  that  lond,  ther  nas 
Nat  swich  a  famous  knight  of  gentilesse. 
Of  freedom,  and  of  strengthe  and  lusti- 

nesse.  1405 
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Aft«r  his  iadoT  deeth,  he  bar  him  bo    (59) 
Tliat  ther  nas  noon  that  liste  been  his  fo, 
Bat  dide  him  al  hononr  and  oompanye ; 
Of  which  this  Pelleas  hath  greet  envye, 
Imagining  that  Jasoon  mighte  be       14 10 
Enhaunsed  so,  and  pat  in  swich  degree 
With  love  of  lordes  of  his  regionn, 
That  from  his  regno  he  may  be  pat  adoon. 
And  in  his  wit,  a-night,  compassed  he 
How  Jasoon  mighte  best  destroyed  be  1415 
Withoute  slannder  of  his  compasment. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  avisement      (50) 
To  senden  him  in-to  som  fer  contree 
Ther  as  this  Jasoan  may  destroyed  be. 
This  was  his  wit ;  al  made  he  to  Jasoan 
Gret  chere  of  love  and  of  afTeccioon,  14  31 
For  drede  lest  his  lordes  hit  espyde. 
So  fil  hit  so,  as  fame  renneth  wyde, 
Ther  was  swich  tyding  over-al  and  swich 

los, 
That  in  an  yle  that  called  was  Golcos,  1435 
Beyonde  Troye,  ostward  in  the  see, 
That  ther-in  was  a  ram,  that  men  mighte 

see,  (60) 

That  had  a  flees  of  gold,  that  shoon  so 

brighte, 
That  no-wher  was  ther  swich  an*other 

sighte ;  1429 

Bat  hit  was  kept  alway  with  a  dragoan. 
And  many  othere  merveils,  ap  and  doon, 
And  with  two  boles,  maked  al  of  bras, 
That  spitten  fyr,  and  moche  thing  ther 

was. 
Bat  this  was  eek  the  tale,  nathelees, 
That  who-so  wolde  winne  thilke  flees,  1435 
He  moste  bothe,  or  he  hit  winne  mighte. 
With  the  boles  and  the  dragoan  fighte ; 
And  king  06tes  lord  was  of  that  yle.    (71) 
This  Pelleas  bethoghte  upon  this  wyle ; 
That  he  his  nevew  Jasoan  wolde  enhorte 
To  sailen  to  that  lond,  him  to  disporte. 
And  seide,  *  Nevew,  if  hit  mighte  be 
That  swich  a  worsliip  mighte  fallen  thee. 
That  thoa  this  famous  tresor  mightest 

winne,  1444 

And  bringen  hit  my  regioun  with-inne, 
Hit  were  to  me  gret  plesaonceand  honour ; 
Than  were  I  holde  to  qnyte  thy  labour.  (80) 
And  al  tlxe  cost  I  wol  my-selven  make ; 
And  chees  what  folk  that  thou  wilt  with 

thee  take ;  1449 


Lat  see  now,  darstow  taken  this  viage?' 
Jasoan  was  yong,  and  losty  of  corage. 
And  undez^took  to  doon  this  ilke  em- 

pryse. 
Anoon  Argas  his  shippes  gan  devyse ; 
With  Jasoan  wente  the  strongs  Ercales, 
And  many  an-other  that  he  with  him 

chees.  1455 

Bat  who-so  axeth  who  is  with  him  gon, 
Lat  him  go  reden  Argonaatioon,  (90) 

For  he  wol  telle  a  tale  long  y-now. 
Philotetes  anoon  the  sail  up-drow. 
Whan  that  the  wind  was  good,  and  gan 

him  hye  1460 

Out  of  his  contree  called  Tessalye. 
So  long  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  the  yle  f  Lemnoun  aryved  he — 
Al  be  this  nat  rehersed  of  Giiido, 
Vet  seith  Ovyde  in  his  Epistles  so —  1465 
And  of  this  yle  lady  was  and  qnene 
The  faire  yonge  Isiphilee,  the  shene,  (100) 
That  whylom  Thoas    doghter  was,   the 

king. 
Isiphilee  was  goon  in  her  playing ;  1469 
And,  roming  on  the  dyves  by  the  see, 
Under  a  banke  anoon  espyed  she 
Wher  that  the  ship  of  Jasoun  gan  aryve. 
Of  her  goodnesse  adoun  she  sendeth  blyve 
To  witen  yif  that  any  straunge  wight  1474 
With  tempest  thider  were  y-blowe  a-night. 
To  doon  him  socour ;  as  was  her  usaunce 
To  forthren  every  wight,  and  doon  ple- 

saance  (no) 

Of  veray  bountee  and  of  cortege. 

This  messagere  adoun  him  gan  to  hye, 
And  fond  Jasoun,  and  Ercules  also,    1480 
That  in  a  cogge  to  londe  were  y-go 
Hem  to  refresshen  and  to  take  the  eyr. 
The  morwening  atempre  was  and  fair ; 
And  in  his  wey  the  messagere  hem  mette. 
Ful  cunningly  thise  lordes  two  he  grette. 
And  dide  his  message,  axing  hem  anoon 
Yif  they  were  broken,  or  oght  wo  begoon, 
Or  hadde  nede  of  lodesmen  or  vitaile ;  (isi) 
For  of  socour  they  shulde  northing  faile. 
For  hit  was  utterly  the  queues  wiUe.  1490 

Jasoun  answerde,  mekely  and  stille, 
*  My  lady,*  quod  he,  *■  tfaanke  I  hertely 
Of  hir  goodnesse ;  us  nedeth,  trewely, 
No-thing  as  now,  but  that  we  wery  be. 
And  come  for  to  pl^ye,  out  of  the  see,  1495 
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Til  that  the  wind  be  better  in  our  weye.* 
This  lAdy  rometh  by  the  clif  to  pleye,  ( 130) 
With  her  meynee,  endelong  the  stronde. 
And  fynt   this  Jasoun  and  this    other 

stonde,  1499 

In  si)ekinge  of  this  thing,  as  I  yow  tolde. 

This  Ercules  and  Jasonn  gan  beholde 
How  that  the  quene  hit  was,  and  faire 

her  grette 
Anon-right  as  they  with  this  lady  mette ; 
And  she  took  heed,  and  knew,  by  hir 

manere, 
By  hir  aray,  by  wordes  and  bychere,  1505 
That  hit  were  gentil-men,  of  greet  degree. 
And  to  the  castel  with  her  ledeth  she 
Thise  straange  folk,  and  doth  hem  greet 

hononr,  (141) 

And  axeth  hem  of  travail  and  labour 
That  they  han  suffred  in  the  salte  see ;  15 10 
So  that,  within  a  day,  or  two,  or  three. 
She  knew,  by  folk  that  in  his  shippes  be, 
That  hit  was  Jasoun,  ful  of  renomee, 
And  Ercules,  that  had  the  grete  los,  1514 
That  sc^hten  the  aventures  of  Colcos ; 
And  dide  hem  honour  more  then  before. 
And  with  henx  deled  ever  lenger   the 

more,  (150) 

For  they  ben  worthy  folk,  with-outen  lees. 
And  namely,  most  she  spak  with  Erpules ; 
To  him  her  herte  bar,  he  sholde  be     1520 
Sad,  wys,  and  trewe,  of  wordes  avisee, 
With-outen  any  other  affeooioun 
Of  love,  or  evil  imaginacioun. 

This  Ercules  hath  so  this  Jasoun  preysed. 
That  to  the    Sonne   he    hath    him    up 

areysed,  1525 

That  half  so  trewe  a  man  ther  nas  of  love 
Under  the  cope  of  heven  that  is  above ; 
And  he  was  w3rB,    hardy,    secree,    and 

riche. —  (i6i) 

Of  thise  three  pointes  ther  nas  noon  him 

liche; 
Of  freedom  passed  he,  and  lustihede,  1530 
Alle  tho  that  liven  or  ben  dede ; 
Ther-to  so  greet  a  gentil-man  was  he, 
And  of  Tessalie  lykly  king  to  be. 
Th'er  nas  no  lak,  but  that  he  was  agast 
To  love,  and  for  to  speke  shamefast.    1535 
He  hadde  lever  him-self  to  mordre,  and 

dye  (169) 

Than  that  men  shulde  a  lover  him  espy  e : — 


'  As  wolde  almighty  god  that  I  had  yive 
My  blood  and  flesh,  so  that  I  mighte  live, 
With  the  nones  that  he  hadde  o-wher 

a  wyf  1540 

For  his  estat ;  for  swich  a  lusty  lyf 
She  sholde  lede  with  this  lusty  knight ! ' 
And  al   this  was   compassed   on    the 

night 
Betwixe  him  Jasoun  and  this  Ercules. 
Of  thise  two  heer  was  mad  a  shrewed  lees 
To  come  to  hous  upon  an  innocent ;     1546 
For  to  be-dote  this  queen  was  hir  assent. 
And  Jasoun  is  as  coy  as  is  a  maide,    (181) 
He  loketh  pitously,  but  noght  he  saide, 
But  frely  yaf  he  to  her  conseileres       1550 
Yift«s  grete,  and  to  her  officeres. 
As  wolde  god  I  leiser  hadde,  and  tyme. 
By  proces  al  his  wowing  for  to  ryme. 
But  in  this  hous  if  any  fals  lover  be, 
Bight  as  him-self  now  doth,  right  so  dide 

liG,  »555 

With  feyning  and  with  every  sotil  dede. 

Ye  gete  no  more  of  me,  but  ye  wil  rede 

Th'original,  that  telleth  al  the  cas.     (191) 

The  somme  is  this,  that  Jasoun  wedded 

was 
Unto  this  quene,  and  took  of  her  sub- 

staunce  1560 

What-so  him  liste,  unto  his  purveyaunce ; 
And  upon  her  begat  he  children  two. 
And  drow  his  sail,  and  saw  her  never-mo. 

A  lettre  sente  she  to  him  certein, 
Which  were  to  long  to  wiyten  and  to 

sein,  1565 

And  him  repreveth  of  his  grete  untrouthe. 
And  preyeth  him  on  her  to   have  som 

routhe.  (2tx>) 

And  of  his  children  two,  she  seide  him 

this, 
That  they  be  lyke,  of  alle  thing,  y-wis. 
To  Jasoun,  save  they  coude  nat  begyle ; 
And  preyed  god,  or  hit  were  longe  whyle, 
That  she,  that  had  his  herte  y-raft  her  fro, 
Moste  finden  him  to  her  untrewe  al-so, 
And  that  she  moste  bothe  her  children 

spille,  1574 

And  alle  tho  that  suffreth  him  his  wille. 
And  trew  to  Jasoun  was  sho  al  her  Ijrf, 
And  ever  kepte  her  chast,  as  for  his  wyf ; 
Ne  never  had  she  joye  at  her  herte,    (311) 
But  dyed,  for  his  love,  of  sorwes  smerte. 
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Part  IL     The  Leoevd  or  Mkdka. 

To  Croloos  oomen  is  this  dak  Jasonn, 
That  is  of  love  devourer  and  dragoan.  1581 
As  xnatare  appetyteth  forme  al-wey, 
And  ^om  forme  in-to  forme  hit  paasen 

may, 
Or  as  a  welle  that  wsre  botomlees, 
Right  so  oan  fals  Jasoim  have  no  peesL 
For,  to  de^yren,  thjongh  his  appetjrt,  1586 
To  doon  with  gentil  wommen  his  delyt, 
This  is  his  lust  and  his  felicitee.  (221) 

Jasoun  is  romed  forth  to  the  citee, 
That  whylom  doped  was  Jaoonitos,    1590 
That  was  the  maister^toan  of  al  Colcos, 
And  hath  y-told  the  oanse  of  his  coming 
Un-to  Oetes,  of  that  contre  king, 
Preying   him   fhti/t  he  moste  doon  his 
assay  1594. 

To  gete  the  flees  of  gold,  if  that  he  may ; 
Of  which  the  king  assenteth  to  his  bone, 
And  doth  him  honour,  as  hit  is  to  done. 
So  ferforth,  that  his  doghter  and  his  eyr, 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wys  and  fair 
That  fairer  saw  ther  never  man  with  y6, 
He  made  her  doon  to  Jasoon  oompanye 
At  mete,  and  sitte  by  him  in  the  halle. 

Now  was  Jasoon  a  semely  man  with- 
alle,  (336) 

And  lyk  a  lord,  and  had  a  greet  renoun, 
And  of  his  loke  as  real  as  leoon,  1605 

And  goodly  of  his  speche,  and  famnlere, 
And  conde  of  love  al  craft  and  art  plenere 
With-oate  boke,  with  everich  obaervaunce. 
And,  as  fortune  her  oghte  a  foul  mes- 

chaunce, 
She  wex  enamoured  upon  this  man.    1610 

'  Jasoun,'  quod  she,  *  for  ought  I  see  or 
can. 
As  of  this  thing  the  which  ye  been  aboute, 
Ye  han  your-self  y-put  in  moche  doute. 
For,  who-so  wol  this  aventure  acheve, 
He  may  nat  wel  asterten,  as  I  leve,     1615 
With-outen  deeth,  but  I  his  helpe  be.  (249) 
But  natheles,  hit  is  my  wille,*  quod  she, 
'  To  forthren  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye, 
But  tumen,  sound,  hoom  to  your  Tessalye.' 

*  My  righte  lady,'  quod  this  Jasoun  tho, 
*  That  ye  han  of  my  detho  or  of  my  wo 
Any  reward,  and  doon  me  this  honour, 
I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  labour 


May  nat  deserve  hit  in  my  Ijrves  day ;  1624 
Gk>d  thanke  yow,  ther  I  ne  can  ne  may. 
Tour  man  am  I,  and  lowly  you  beseche. 
To  been  my  help,  with-onte  more  speche ; 
But   certes,  for   my  deeth   shal  I  nat 

spare.*  (261) 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  declare 
The  i)eril  of  this  cas,  fro  point  to  point, 
And  of  his  batail,  and  in  what  di^oint 
He  mote  stande,  of  which  no  creature. 
Save  only  she,  ne  mighte  his  lyf  assure. 
And  shortly,  to  the  point  right  for  to  go. 
They  been  accorded  fiiL,  betwix  hem  two, 
That  Jasoun  shid  her  wedde,  as  trewe 

knight ;  1636 

And  term  y-set,  to  come  sone  at  night  (271)) 
Unto  her  chambre,  and  make  ther  his 

00th, 
Upon  the  goddes,  that  he,  for  leef  ne 

looth,  1639 

Ne  sholde  her  never  falsen,  night  ne  day, 
To  been  her  husbond,  whyl  he  liven  may, 
As  she  that  from  his  deeth  him  saved 

her& 
And  her-upon,  at  night  they  mette  y-fere, 
And  doth  his  00th,  and  goth  with  her  to 

bedde.  1644 

And  on  the  morwe,  upward  he  him  spedde; 
For  she  hath  taught  him  how  he  shal 

nat  faile  (279) 

The  flees  to  winne,  and  stinten  his  bataile ; 
And  saved  him  his  lyf  and  his  honour  ; 
And  gat  him  greet  name  as  a  conquerour 
Bight  through   the  sleight  of  her  en- 

chantement.  1650 

Now  hath  Jasoun  the  flees,  and  hoom 

is  went 
With  Medea,  and  tresor  tal  gret  woon. 
But  unwist  of  her  fiader  is  she  goon 
To  Teasaly,  with  duk  Jasoun  her  leef, 
That  afterward  hath  broght  her  to  mes- 

cheef.  1655 

For  as  a  traitour  he  is  fh)m  her  go, 
And  with  her  lafte  his  yonge  children 

two,  (290) 

And  falsly  hath  betrayed  her,  alias ! 
And  ever  in  love  a  cheef  traitour  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yit  the  thridde  wyf  anon,  1660 
That  was  the  doghter  of  the  king  Creon. 
This  is  the  meed  of  loving  and  guerdoun 
That  Medea  received  of  Jasoun 
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Bight  for  her  tronthe  and  for  her  kinde- 

nesse, 
That  loved  him  better  than  hei^Belf,  I 

gesse,  1665 

And  lafte  her  fiftder  and  her  heritage. 
And  of  Jasonn  this  is  the  vassalage,  (300) 
That,  in  his  dayes,  nas  ther  noon  y-fonnde 
So  fals  a  lover  going  on  the  gronnde. 
And    therfor   in    her   lettre    thus    she 

seyde  1670 

First,  whan  she  of  his  falsnesse  him  nm- 

breyde, 
'  Why  lyked  me  thy  yelow  heer  to  see 
More  then  the  bonndes  of  myn  honestee, 


Why  lyked  me  thy  yonthe  and  thy  fair- 

nesse, 
And  of  thy  tonge  the  infinit  gracions- 

nesse  ?  1675 

O,  haddest  thou  in  thy  conquest  deed 

y-be, 
Fol  mikel  untronthe  had  ther  dyed  with 

thee!*  (310) 

Wei  can  Ovydeher  lettre  in  vers  endyte, 

Which  were  as  now  to  long  for  me  to 

wryte. 

Explicit  Legenda  Yriphile  et  Medee^ 
Martirum. 


V.  THE  LEGEND  OP  LUCEETIA. 


Indpit  Legenda  Lucrecie  JRomA,  MarHris, 

Now  moot  I  seyn  the  exiling  of  kinges 
Of  Bome,  for  hir  horrible  doingeSi       1681 
And  of  the  laste  king  Tarqoinins, 
Ab  saith  Ovyde  and  Titns  Livins. 
Bat  for  that  cause  telle  I  nat  this  storie, 
But  for  to  preise  and  drawen  to  memorie 
The  verray  wyf,  the  verray  trewe  Lacresse, 
That,  for  her  wyfhood  and  her  stedfast- 

nesse,  1687 

Nat  only  that  thise  payens  her  comende. 
But  he,  that  cleped  is  in  our  legende  (10) 
The  grete  Austin,  hath  greet    oompas- 

sioun  1690 

Of  this  Luoresse,  that  starf  at  Bome  toun ; 
And  in  what  W3rse,  I  wol  but  shortly  trete, 
And  of  this  thhig  I  touche  but  the  grete. 

Whan  Ardea  beseged  was  aboute 
With  Bomains,  that  ful  steme  were  and 

stoute,  1695 

Ful  longe  lay  the  sege,  and  litel  wroghte, 
So  that  they  were  half  ydel,  as   hem 
•  thoghte;  (18) 

And  in  his  pley  Tarquinius  the  yonge 
Gan  for  to  jape,  for  he  was  light  of  tonge, 
And  seyde,  that  *  it  was  an  ydel  lyf ;  1700 
No  man  did  ther  no  more  than  his  -wyf ; 
And  lat  us  speke  of  wyves,  that  is  best ; 
Praise  every  man  his  owne,  as  him  lest, 
And  with  our  speche  lat  us  ese  our  herte.' 
A  knight,  that  highte   Colatyne,  up 

sterte,  1705 


And  seyde  thus,  *  nay,  for  hit  is  no  nede 
To  trowen  on    the  word,  but    on    the 

dede. 
I  have  a  wyf,'  quod  he,  '  that,  as  I  trowe, 
Is  holden  good  of  alle  that  ever    her 

knowe ;  (50) 

GK>  we  to-night  to  Bome,  and  we  shul 

see.'  1710 

Tarquinius  answerde,  *  that  lyketh  me.' 

To  Bome  be  they  come,  and  faste  hem 

dighte 
To  Colatynes  hous,  and  doun  they  lighte, 
Tarquinius,  and  eek  this  Colatyne. 
The  husbond  knew  the  estres  wel  and 

^e,  1 715 

And  prively  into  the  hous  they  goon  ; 
Nor  at  the  gate  porter  was  ther  noon  ; 
And  at  the  chambre-dore  they  abyde.  (39) 
This  noble  wyf  sat  by  her  beddes  syde 
Dischevele,  for  no  malice  she  ne  thoghte ; 
And  softe  wolle  our  book  seith  that  she 

wroghte  1721 

To  kepen  her  fro  slouthe  and  ydelnesse ; 
And  bad  her  servants  doon  hir  businesse, 
And  azeth  hem,  *  what  tydings  heren  ye? 
How  seith  men  of  the  sege,  how  shal  hit 

be?  1725 

Ood  wolde  the  walles  weren  falle  adoun ; 
Myn  husbond  is  so  longe  out  of  this  toun, 
For  which  the  dreed  doth  me  so  sore 

smerte. 
Bight  as  a  swerd  hit  stingeth  to  myn 

herte  (50) 
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Whan  I  thixik  on  the  sege  or  of  that  place ; 
Gkxl  save  my  lord,  I  preye  him  for  his 

grace  :' —  173 1 

And  ther-with-al  fal  tenderly  she  weep, 
And  of  her  werk  she  took  no  more  keep, 
Bat  mekely  she  leet  her  eyen  falle ; 
And  thiike  semhlant  sat  her  wel  with-alle. 
And  eek  her  teres,  fnl  of  honestee,      1736 
EmheUsshed  her  yry^y  chastitee  ; 
Her  conntenaunce  is  to  her  herte  digne, 
For  they  acordeden  in  dede  and  signe.  (60) 
And  with  that  word  her  hnshond  Golatyn, 
Or  she  of  him  was  war,  com  sterling  in. 
And  seide,  'dreed  thee  noght,  for  I  am 

here ! '  1743 

And  she  anoon  up  roos,  with  blisAil  chere. 
And  kiste  him,  as  of  wyves  is  the  wone; 
Tarqoinins,  this  proude  kinges  sone. 
Conceived  hath    her   beautee    and    her 

chere,  1746 

Heryelow  heer,  her  shap,and  her  manere. 
Her  hew,  her  wordes  that  she  hath  com- 

pleyned, 
And  by  no  crafte  her  beautee  nas  nat 

feyned ;  (70) 

And  canghte  to  this  lady  swich  desyr, 
That  in  his  herte  brende  as  any  fyr     1751 
So  woodly,  that  his  wit  was  al  forgeten. 
For  wel,  thoghte  he,  she  sholde  nat  be 

geten; 
And  ay  the  more  that  he  was  in  dispair. 
The  more  he  coveteth  and  thoghte  her 

fair.  1755 

His  blinde  Inst  was  al  his  oovetinge. 

A-morwe,  whan  the  brid  began  to  sing^, 
Unto  the  sege  he  oomth  fnl  privily, 
And  by  himself  he  walketh  sobrely,     (80) 
Th'image  of  her  recording  alwey  newe  ; 
*  Thus  lay  her  heer,  and  thus  fresh  was 

her  he  we  ;  1761 

Thus  sat,  thus  spak,  thus  span  ;  this  was 

her  chere. 
Thus  fair  she  was,    and  this  was  her 

manere.' 
Al  this  conceit  his  herte  hath  now  y-take. 
And,  as  the  see,  with  tempest  al  to-shake, 
That,  after  whan  the  storm  is  al  ago,  1766 
Yet  wol  the  water  quappe  a  day  or  two. 
Bight  BO,    thogh    that    her    forme    wer 

absent,  (89) 

The  plesaunce  of  her  forme  was  present ; 


But  natheles,  nat  plesaunce,  but  delyt. 
Or  an  unrightful  talent  with  despyt ;  1771 

*  For,  mangre  her,  she  shal  my  lemman 

be ; 
Hap  helpeth  hardy  man  alday,*qaod  he; 

*  What  ende  that  I  make,  hit  shal  be  so  ;^ 
And  girt  him  with  his  swerde,  and  gan 

to  go ;  1775 

And  forth  he  rit  til  he  to  Bome  is  come. 
And  al  aloon  his  wey  than  hath  he  nomo 
Unto  the  house  of  Ck>latyn  ftil  right. 
Doun  was-  the  sonne,  and  day  hath  lost 

his  light ;  *  (100) 

And  in  he  com  un-to  a  privy  halke,  1780 
And  in  the  night  ful  theefly  gan  he  stalke. 
Whan  every  night  was  to  his  reste  broght, 
Ne  no  wight  had  of  tresoun  swich    a 

thoght. 
Were  hit  by  window  or  by  other  gin,  1784 
With  swerde  y-drawe,  shortly  he  comth  in 
Ther  as  she  lay,  this  noble  wjrf  Lucreeso. 
And,  as  she  wook,  her  bed  she  felte  presse. 
VWhat  beste  is  that,'  quod  she,  'that 

weyeth  thus?' 
'  I  am  the  kinges  sone,  Tarquinlus,'    (no) 
Quod  he,  'but  and  thou  crye,  or  noise 

make,  1790 

Or  if  thou  any  creature  awake. 
By  thiike  god  that  formed  man  on  lyve. 
This  swerd  through-out  thyn  herte  shal 

I  ryve.' 
And  ther-withal  unto  her  throte  he  sterte. 
And  sette  the  point  al  sharp  upon  her 

herte.  1795 

No  word  she  fltpak,  she  hath  no  might 

therto. 
What  shal  she  sayn  ?  her  wit  is  al  ago. 
Right  as  a  wolf  that  fynt  a  lomb  aloon. 
To  whom  shal  she  compleyne,  or  make 

moon  ?  (lao) 

What !    shal  she  fighte  with  an  hardy 

knight  ?  1600 

WeL  wot  men  that  a  woman  hath  no 

might. 
What !  shal  she  ciye,  or  how  shal  she 

asterte 
That  hath  her  by  the  throte,  with  swerde 

at  herte? 
She  axeth  grace,  and  seith  al  that  she  can. 
'  Ne  wolt  thou  nat,'  quod  he,  this  cruel 

man,  1805 
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*  As  wisly  Jupiter  my  sonle  save, 
As  I  shal  in  the  stable  slee  thy  knave, 
And  leye  him  in  thy  bed,  and  londe  crye. 
That  I  thee  finde  in  suche  avouterye  ;  (130) 
And  thus  thou  shalt  be  deed,  'and  also 

lese  1810 

Thy  name,  for  thou  shalt  non  other  chese.* 

Thise  Bomain  wyves  loveden  so  hir 

name 
At  thilke  tyme,  and  dredden  so  the  shanie, 
That,  Mrhat  for  fere  of  slaundre  and  drede 

of  deeth,  1814 

She  loste  bothe  at-ones  wit  and  breeth, 
And  in  a  swough  she  lay  and  wex  so 

deed. 
Men  mighte  smyten  of  her  arm  or  heed ; 
She  feleth  no-thing,  neither  foul  ne  fair. 
Tarquinius,  that  art  a  king^  eyr,  (140) 
And  sholdest,  as  by  linage  and  by  right, 
Doon  as  a  lord  and  as  a  verray  knight, 
Why  hastow  doon  dispytto  ch*wilrye? 
Wliy  hastow  doon  this  lady  vilanyo? 
Alias !  of  thee  this  was  a  vileins  dede ! 

But  now  to  purpos ;  in  the  story  I  rede, 
Whan  he  was  goon,  al  this  mischaunce  is 

falle.  1826 

This  lady  sente  after  her  frendes  alle, 
Fader,  moder,  husbond,  al  y-fere ;      (149) 
And  al  dischevele,  with  her  heres  clere, 
In  habit  swich  as  women  used  tho      1830 
Unto  the  burying  of  her  frendes  go. 
She  sit  in  halle  with  a  sorweful  sighte. 
Her  frendes  axen  what  her  aylen  mighte, 
And  who  was  deed?     And  she  sit  ay 

wepinge, 
A  word  for  shame  ne  may  she  forth  out- 

bringe,  1835 

Ne  upon  hem  she  dorste  nat  beholde. 
But  atte  laste  of  Tarquiny  she  hem  tolde, 
This  rewful  cas,  and  al  this  thing  horrible. 
The  wo  to  tellen  hit  were  impossible,  (160) 
That  she  and   alle    her  frendes    made 

atones.  1840 

Al  hadde  folkes  hertes  been  of  stones, 
Hit  mi^te  have  maked  hem  upon  her 

rewe, 
Her  herte  was  so  wyfly  and  so  trewe. 
She  seide,  that,  for  her  gilt  no  for  her 

blame. 
Her  husbond  sholde  nat  have  the  foule 

name,  1845 


That  wolde  she  nat  suffre,  by  no  wey. 
And  they  answerden  alle,  upon  hir  fey, 
That  they  foryeve  hit  her,  for  hit  was 

right ;  (169) 

Hit  was  no  gilt,  hit  lay  nat  in  her  might ; 
And  seiden  her  ensamples  many  oon.  1850 
But  al  for  noght;    for  thus  she  seide 

anoon, 
'  Be  as  be  may,'  quod  she,  *  of  forgiving, 
I  wol  nat  have  no  forgift  for  no-thing.' 
But  prively  she  caughte  forth  a  knyf,  1854 
And  therwith-al  she  rafbe  her-eelf  her  lyf ; 
And  as  she  fel  adoun,  she  caste  her  look. 
And  of  her  clothes  yit  she  hede  took ; 
For  in  her  falling  yit  she  hadde  care 
Lest  that  her  feet  or  swiche  thing  lay 

bare ;  (180) 

So  welshe  loved  clennesse  and  eek  trouthe. 

Of  her  had  al  the  toun  of  Bome  routhe. 

And  Brutus  by  her  chaste  blode  hath 

swore  J  86a 

That  Tarquin  sholde  y-banisht  be  ther-fore, 
And  al  his  kin ;  and  let  the  i)eple  calle. 
And  openly  the  tale  he  tolde  hem  alle, 
And  openly  let  cane  her  on  a  here      1S66 
Through  al  the  toun,  that  men  may  see 

and  here 
The  horrible  deed  of  her  oppressioun. 
Ne  never  was  ther  king  in  Bome  toun  (190) 
Sin  thilke  day ;  and  she  was  holden  there 
A  seint,  and  ever  her  day  y-halwed  dere 
As  in  hir  la  we :  tfud  thus  endeth  Lucr^se, 
The  noble  wyf,  as  Titus  bereth  witnesse. 
I  tell  hit,  for  she  was  of  love  so  trewe, 
Ne  in  her  wille  she  chaunged  for  no  newe. 
And  for  the  stable  herte,  sad  and  kinde, 
That  in  these  women  men  may  alday 

finde ;  1877 

Ther  as  they  caste  hir  herte,  ther  hit 

dwelleth. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that    Crist  'fhim-selve 

telleth,  (200) 

That  in  Israel,  as  wyd  as  is  the  lond,  j88o 
That  so  gret  feith  in  al  the  lond  he  ne 

fond 
As  in  a  woman  ;  and  this  is  no  lye. 
And  as  of  men,  loketh  which  tirannye 
They  doon  alday ;  assay  hem  who  so  llste. 
The  trewost  is  ful  brotel  for  to  triste.  1885 

Explicit  Legenda  Lucrecis  Some^  Marttris. 
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VI.   THE  LEGEND  OF  ARIADNE. 


Incipit  Legenda  Adriane  de  Athenes, 

.TuoB  infernal,  Minos,  of  Crete  king, 
Now  cometh  thy  lot,  now  oomestow  on 

the  ring ; 
Nat  for  thy  sake  only  wryte  I  this  stone, 
Bat  for  to  clepe  agein  unto  memorie  1889 
Of  Thesens  the  grete  nntronthe  of  love ; 
For  which  the  goddes  of  the  heven  above 
Ben  wrothe,  and  wreche  han  take  for  thy 

sinne. 
Be  reed  for  shame  I  now  I  thy  lyf  heginne. 
Minos,  that  was  the  mighty  king  of 

Crete, 
That  hadde  an  hundred  citees  stronge 

and  grete,  (10)  1895 

To  soole  hath  sent  his  sone  Androgeus, 
To  Athenes ;    of  the  whiche  hit  happed 

thus, 
Tltat  he  was  slayn,  leming  philosophye, 
Bight  in  that  citee,  nat  but  for  envye. 

The  grete  Minos,  of  the  whiche  I  speke. 
His  sones  deeth  is  comen  for  to  wreke ; 
Alcathoe  he  bisegeth  harde  and  longe. 
But  natheles  the  walles  be  so  stronge, 
And  NisuB,  that  was  king  of  that  citee. 
So  chivalrous,  that  litel  dredeth  he ;   ignys 
Of  Minos  or  his  ost  took  he  no  cure,    (21) 
Til  on  a  day  befel  an  aventure, 
That  Nisus  doghter  stood  upon  the  wal, 
And  of  the  sege  saw  the  maner  aL      1909 
So  happed  hit,  that,  at  a  scarmishing, 
She  caste  her  herte  upon  Minos  the  king. 
For  his  beautee  and  for  his  ohivaliye, 
So  sore,  that  she  wende  for  to  dye. 
And,  shortly  of  this  proces  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Minos  winnen  thilke  place,  1915 
So  that  the  citee  was  al  at  his  wille,    (31) 
To  saven  whom  him  list,  or  elles  spille ; 
But  wikkedly  he  quitte  her  kindenesse. 
And  let  her  drenche  in  sorowe  and  dis- 

tresse,  1919 

Kere  that  the  goddes  hadde  of  her  pite ; 
But  that  tale  were  to  long  as  now  for  me. 

Athenes  wan  this  king  Minos  also, 
And  Alcathoe  and  other  tounes  mo ; 


And  this  th'e£fect,  that  Minos  hath  so 

driven 
Hem  of  Athenes,  that  they  mote   him 
yiven  (40)  1925 

Fro  yere  to  yere  her  owne  children  dere 
For  to  be  slajm,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
This  Minos  hath  a  monstre,  a  wikked 
beste, 
That  was  so  cruel  that,  without  areste, 
Whan  that  a  man  was  broght  in  his 
presence,  1930 

He  wolde  him  ete,  ther  helpeth  no  de- 
fence. 
And  eveiy  thridde  yeer,  with-outen  donte, 
They  casten  lot,  and,  as  hit  com  aboute 
On  richai  on  pore,  he  moste  his  sone 

take,  (49)  >934 

And  of  his  child  he  moste  present  make 
Unto  Minos,  to  save  him  or  to  spille, 
Or  lete  his  beste  devoure    him  at  his 

wille. 
And  this  hath  Minos  don,  right  in  despyt ; 
To  wreke  his  sone  was  set  al  his  delyt, 
And  maken  hem  of  Athenes  his  thral  1940 
Fro  yere  to  yere,  whyl  that  he  liven  shal ; 
And  hoom  he  saileth  whan  this  toon  is 

wonne. 
This  wikked  custom  is  so  longe  y-ronne 
Til  that  of  Athenes  king  Egeus 
Mot  sende  his  owne  sone,  Theseus,      1945 
Sith  that  the  lot  is  fallen  him  upon,    (61) 
To  be  devoured,  for  grace  is  ther  non. 
And  forth  is  lad  this  woful  yonge  knight 
Unto  the  court  of  king  Minos  ful  right. 
And  in  a  prison,  fetered,  cast  is  he      1950 
Til  thilke  tyme  he  sholde  y-freten  be. 

Wei  maystow  wepe,  O  woful  Theseus, 
That  art  a  kinges  sone,  and  dampned 

thus. 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thou  were  depe 

y-holde  1954 

To  whom  that  saved  thee  fro  oares  colde ! 
And  now,  if  any  woman  helpe  thee,     (71) 
Wei  oughtestow  her  servant  for  to  be, 
And  been  her  trewe  lover  yeer  by  yere ! 
But  now  to  come  ageyn  to  my  matere. 
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The  tour,  ther  as  this  Thesens  is  throwe 

Doan  in  the  botoxn  derke  and  wonder 

lowe,  1961 

Was  joynin^  in  the  walle  to  a  foreyne  ; 

And  hit  was  longing  to  the  doghtren 

tweyne 
Of  king  Minos,  that  in  hir  chambres  grete 
Dwelten    above,    toward    the    maister- 
strete,  (80)  1965 

In  mochiBl  mirthe,  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Not  I  nat  how,  hit  happed  ther,  per  cas. 
As  Thesens  compleyned  him  by  nighte, 
The  kinges  doghter,  Adrian  that  highte, 
And  eek  her  snster  Phedra,  herden  al  1970 
His  compleyning,  as  they  stode  on  the  wal 
And  lokeden  upon  the  brighte  mone ; 
Hem  leste  nat  to  go  to  bedde  sone. 
And  of  his  wo  they  had  oompassioon ; 
A  kinges  sone  to  ben  in  swich  prisonn 
And  be  devoured,  thonghte  hem    gret 
pitee.  (91)  1976 

Than  Adrian  spak  to  her  suster  free, 
And  seyde,  '  Phedra,  leve  suster  dere, 
This  woful  lordes  sone  may  ye  nat  here, 
How  pitonsly  compleyneth  he  his  kin, 
And  eek  his  pore  estat  that  he  is  in,    1981 
And  gilteless  ?  now  certes,  hit  is  routhe ! 
And  if  ye  wol  assenten,  by  my  trouthe. 
He  shal  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do !' 
Phedra  answerde,  '  y-wis,  me  is  as  wo 
For  him  as  ever  I  was  for  any  man ;  1986 
And,  to  his  help,  the  beste  reed  I  can  (loa) 
Is  that  we  doon  the  gayler  prively 
To  come,  and  si>eke  with  us  hastily. 
And  doon  this  woftd  man  with  him  to 
come.  1990 

For  if  he  may  this  monstre  overcome, 
Than  were  he  quit ;  ther  is  noon  other 

bote. 
Lat  us  wel  taste  him  at  his  herte-rote. 
That,  if  BO  be  that  he  a  wepen  have, 
Wher  that  he  dar,  his  lyf  to  kepe  and 
save,  (no)  1995 

Fighten  with  this  fend,  and  him  defende. 
For,  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  desoende. 
Ye  wite  wel,  that  the  best^  is  in  a  place 
That  nis  nat  derk,  and  hath  roum  eek 

and  space 
To  welde  an  ax  or  swerd  or  staf  or  knyf, 
So  that,  me  thinketh,  he  sholde  save  his 
lyf;  2001 


If  that  he  be  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 
And  we  shul  make  him  balles  eek  also 
Of  wexe  and  towe,  that,  whan  he  gapeth 
faste,  2004 

Into  the  bestes  throte  he  shal  hem  caste 
To  slake  his  hunger  tnd  encombre  his 
teeth;  (lai) 

And  right  anon,  whan  that  Theseus  seeth 
The  beste  achoked,  he  shal  on  him  lepe 
To  sleen  him,  or  they  comen  more  to-hepe. 
This  wepen  shal  the  gayler,  or  that  tyde, 
Ful  privily  within  the  prison  hyde  ;   201 1 
And,  for  the  -hous  is  crinkled  to  and  fro, 
And  hath  so  queinte  weyes  for  to  go — 
For  hit  is  shapen  as  the  mase  is  wroght — 
Therto  have  I  a  remedie  in  my  thoght, 
That,  by  a  clewe  of  twyne,  as  he  hath 
goon,  (131)  2016 

The  same  wey  he  may  retume  anoon, 
Folwing  alwey  the  threed,  as  he  hath 

come. 
And,  whan  that  he  this  beste  hath  over- 
come, 
Then  may  he  fleen  awey  out  of  this  drede. 
And  eek  the  gayler  may  he  with  him 
lede,  2021 

And  him  avaunce  at  hoom  in  his  contree, 
Sin  that  so  greet  a  lordes  sone  is  he. 
This  is  my  reed,  if  that  he  dar  hit  take.' 
What  sholde  I  longer  sermoun  of  hit 
make  ?  2025 

The  gayler  cometh,  and  with  him  Theseus. 
And  whan  thise  thinges  been  acorded 
thus,  (142) 

Adoun  sit  Theseus  upon  his  knee : — 
*■  The  righte  lady  of  my  lyf,'  quod  he, 
*■  I,  sorwefol  num.  y-dampned  to  the  deeth, 
Fro  yow,  whyl  that  me  lasteth  lyf  or 
breeth,  2031 

I  wol  nat  twinne,  afber  this  aventure, 
But  in  your  servise  thus  I  wol  endure, 
That,  as  a  wrecche  ujiknowe,  I  wol  yow 
serve  2034 

For  ever-mo,  tU  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  hoom  myn  heritage,  (151) 
And,  as  I  seide,  ben  of  your  court  a  page, 
If  that  ye  vouche-sauf  that,  in  this  place, 
Ye  graunte  me  to  han  so  gret  a  grace 
That  I  may  han  nat  but  my  mete  and 
drinke ;  2040 

And  for  my  sustenance  3rit  wol  I  swinke, 
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Right  M  yow  llsfc,  that    Mino«  ne   no 

wight — 
Sin  that  he  Saw  me  never  with  eyen 

sight — 
Ne  no  man  elles,  shal  me  conne  espye ; 
So  slyly  and  so  w«l  I  shal  me  gye,      2045 
And  me  so  wel  diflfigare  and  so  lowe,  (161) 
That  in  this  world  ther  shal  no  man  me 

knowe, 
To  han  my  lyf,  and  for  to  han  presence 
Of  yow,  that  doon  to  me  this  excellence. 
And  to  my  fader  shal  I  senden  here  0050 
This  worthy  man,  that  is  now  your  gay- 

lere, 
And,  him  to  guerdon,  that  he  shal  wel  be 
Oon  of  the  grettest  men  of  my  contree. 
And  yif  I  dorste  seyn,  my  lady  bright, 
I  am  a  kinges  sons,  and  eek  a  knight ; 
As  wolde  god,  yif  that  hit  mighte  be  (171) 
Te  weren  in  my  contree,  alle  three. 
And  I  with  yow,  to  here  yow  oompanye. 
Than  shulde  ye  seen  yif  that  I  ther-of  lye ! 
And,  if  I  profre  yow  in  low  manere    ao6o 
To  ben  yonr  page  and  serven  yow  right 

here, 
But  I  yow  serve  as  lowly  in  that  place, 
I  prey  to  Mars  to  yive  me  swiche  a  grace 
That  shamss  deeth  on  me   Uier   mote 

falle, 
And  deeth  and  povert    to  my  frendM 

alle ;  2065 

And  that  my  spirit  by  nighte  mote  go  (181) 
After  my  deeth,  and  waike  to  and  fro ; 
That  I  mote  of  a  traitour  have  a  name, 
For  which  my  spirit  go,  to  do  me  shame ! 
And  yif  I  ever  claime  other  degree,    0070 
Bnt-if  ye  vouche-sauf  to  yive  hit  me. 
As  I  have  seid,  of  shames  deeth  I  deye ! 
And  mercy,  lady !  I  can  nat  elles  seye !  * 

A  seemly  knight  was  Theseus  to  see, 
And  yong,   but  of  a  twenty  yeer  and 

three;  2075 

But  who-so  hadde  y-seyn  his  connten- 

annce,  (191) 

He  wolde  have  wept,  for  routhe  of  his 

penaunce; 
For  which  this  Adriane  in  this  manere 
Answerde  to  his  profre  and  to  his  ohere. 
*A  kinges  sone,  and  eek  a  knight,' 

quod  she,  ao8o 

*  To  been  my  servant  in  so  low  degree, 


God  shilde  hit,  for  the  shame  of  women 

aUe! 
And  leve  me  never  swioh  a  cas  befalle  ! 
But  sende  yow  grace  and   sleighte    of 

herte  also. 
Tow  to  defende  and  knightly  Sleen  your 

fo,  aoS5 

And  leve  herafter  that  I  may  yow  finde 
To  me  and  to  my  suster  here  so  kinde. 
That  I  repente  nat  to  give  yow  lyf !   (200 
Yit  were  hit  better  that  I  were  your 

wjrf, 
Sin  that  ye  been  as  gentil  bom  as  I,  2090 
And  have  a  reaume,  nat  but  faste  by, 
Then  that  I  sufibred  giltles  yow  to  stervc, 
Or  that  I  let  yow  as  a  page  serve  ; 
Hit  is  not  profit,  as  unto  your  kinrede ; 
But  what  is  that  that  man  nil  do  for 

drede  ?  3095 

And  to  my  faster,  sin  that  hit  is  so    (31 1) 
That  she  mot  goon  with  me,  if  that  I  go, 
Or  elles  snftre  deeth  as  wel  as  I, 
That  ye  unto  your  sone  as  trewcly      2099 
Doon  her  be  wedded  at  your  hoom-coming. 
This  is  the  fynal  ende  of  al  this  thing ; 
Ye  swere  hit  heer,  on  al  that  may  be 

sworn.* 
*  Ye,  lady  myn,'  quod  he,  '  or  elles  torn 
Mote  I  be  with  the  Minotaur  to-morwe ! 
And  haveth   her-of  my  herte-blood    to 

borwe,  (aao)  2105 

Yif  that  ye  wile ;  if  I  had  knyf  or  spere, 
I  wolde  hit  leten  out,  and  ther-on  swere, 
For  than  at  erst  I  wot  ye  wil  me  leve. 
By  Mars,  that  is  the  oheef  of  my  bileve, 
So  that  I  mighte  liven  and  nat  faile   2110 
To-morwe  for  t'acheve  my  bataile, 
I  nolde  never  fro  this  place  flee. 
Til  that  ye  shnld  the  verray  preve  see. 
For  now,  if  that  the  sooth  I  shal  yow  say, 
I  have  y4oved  yow  tal  many  a  day,    21 15 
Thogh  ye  ne  wiste  hit  nat,  in  my  contree. 
And  aldermost  desyred  yow  to  see      (232) 
Of  any  erthly  living  creature ;  21 18 

Upon  my  trouthe  I  swere,  and  yow  assure, 
Thise  seven  yeer  I  have  your  servant  be ; 
Now  have  I  yow,  and  also  have  ye  me, 
My  dere  herte,  of  Athenes  duchease !' 

This  lady  smyleth  at  his  stedfastnesse, 
And  at  his  hertly  wordes,  and  his  ohere, 
And  to  her  suster  seide  in  this  manere, 
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Al  softely,  *  now,  muter  myn,'  quod  she, 
*  Now  be  we  duchessee,  bothe  I  and  ye, 
And  sikered  to  the  regale  of  Athenes,  (143) 
And  bothe  her-after  lykly  to  be  qnenes, 
And  saved  fro  his  deeth  a  kinges  eone, 
Ab  ever  of  gentil  women  id  the  wone  a  131 
To  save  a  gentil  man,  emforth  hir  might, 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  right. 
Me  thinketh  no  wight  oghte  her-of  ns 

blame, 
Ne  beren  ns  ther-for  an  evel  name.'  2135 
And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  make. 
This  Thesens  of  her  hath  leve  y-take,  (35a) 
And  every  point  ^performed  was  in  dede 
As  ye  have  in  this  covenant  herd  me  rede. 
His  wei>en,  his  dew,  his  thing  that  I  have 

said,  2140 

Was  hy  the  gayler  in  the  hons  y-laid 
Ther  as  this  Minotanr  hath  his  dwelling, 
Right  faste  by  the  dore,  at  his  entring. 
And  Thesens  is  lad  nnto  his  deeth,     2144 
And  forth  un-to  this  Minotaur  he  geeth. 
And  by  the  teching  of  this  Adriane   (261) 
He  overoom  this  beste,  and  was  his  bane ; 
And  out  he  oometh  by  the  clewe  again 
Fal  prevely,  whan  he  this  beste  hath 

slain ;  2149 

And  by  the  gi^ler  geten  hath  a  barge, 
And  of  his  wyves  tresor  gon  hit  charge, 
And  took  his  wyf,  and  eek  her  suster  free. 
And  eek  the  gayler,  and  with  hem  alle 

•   three 
Is  stole  awey  out  of  the  lond  by  nighte, 
And    to    the    contre    of  Ennopye   him 

dighte  2155 

Ther  as  he  had  a  frend  of  his  knowinge. 
Ther  fasten  they,  ther  daunoen  they  and 

singe  J  (272) 

And  in  his  armes  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beste  hath  kept  him  from  his 

bane ;  2159 

And  gat  him  ther  a  newe  baxge  anoon. 
And  of  his  contree-folk  a  tal  gret  woon, 
And  taketh  his  leve,  and  hoomward  sail- 

eth  he. 
And  in  an  yle,  amid  the  wilde  see, 
Ther  as  ther  dwelte  creature  noon 
Save  wilde  bestes,  and  that  tol  many 

oon,  2165 

He  made  his  ship  a-londe  for  to  sette ; 
And  in  that  yle  half  a  day  he  lette,   (282) 


And  seide,  that  on  the  lond  he  moste  him 

reste. 
His  mariners  han   doon  right    as  him 

leste; 
And,  for  to  tellen  shortly  in  this  cas,  2170 
Whan  Adriane  his  wyf  a-slepe  was. 
For  that  her  suster  fairer  was  than  she, 
He  taketh  her  in  his  bond,  and  forth 

goth  he 
To  shippe,  and  as  a  traitour  stal  his  way 
Whyl  that  this  Adriane  a-slei)e  lay,     2175 
And   to    his    oontree-ward    he    saileth 

blyve —  (291) 

A   twenty    devil    way    the    wind    him 

dryve ! — 
And  fond  his  fader  drenched  in  the  see. 

Me  list  no  more  to  speke  of  him,  parde ; 
Thise  false  lovers,  poison  be  hir  bane ! 
But  I  wol  tume  again  to  Adriane       2 181 
That  is  with  slope  for  werinesse  atake. 
Ful  sorweftdly  her  herte  may  awake. 
Alias!    for    thee    my  herte    hath    now 

pite! 
Right  in  the  dawening  awaketh  she,  2185 
And  groi>eth  in  the  bedde,  and  fond  right 

noght.  (301) 

*  Alias  1'   quod   she,   *that  ever   I   was 

wroght ! 
I  am  betrayed !'  and  her  heer  to-rente, 
And  to  the  stronde    bar-fot    faste    khe 

wente. 
And  cryed,  *  Theseus !  myn  herte  swete ! 
Wher  be  ye,  that  I  may  nat  with  yow 

mete,  2 191 

And  mighte  thus  with  bestes  been  y- 

slain?' 
The  holwe  rokkes  answerde  her  again  ; 
No  man  she  saw,  and  yit  shyned  the 

mone,  2194 

And  bye  upon  a  rokke  she  wente  sone. 
And  saw  his  barge  sailing  in  the  see.  (311) 
Gold  wex  her  herte,  and  right  thus  seide 

she. 

*  Meker  than  ye  finde  I  the  bestes  wilde ! ' 

Hadde  he  nat  sinne,  that  her  thus  be- 

gylde? 
She  cryed,  *  O  tume  again,  for  routhe  and 

sinne!  2200 

Thy  barge  hath  nat  al  his  meiny  inne ! ' 
Her  kerchef  on  a  pole  up  stikked  she, 
Ascaunoe  that  he  sholde  hit  wel  y-see, 
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And  him  remembre  that  she  yras  behinde, 

And  tome  again,  and  on  the  gtronde  her 
finde ;  (320)  2205 

But  al  for  noght ;  his  wey  he  is  y-goon. 

And  doon  she  fil  arsvrown  iii>on  a  stoon  ; 

And  up  she  rist,  and  kiste,  in  al  her  care, 

The  steppes  of  his  feet,  ther  he  hath  fare, 

And  to  her  bedde  right  thus  she  speketh 
tho :—  2210 

'  Thou  bed,'  quod  she,  *  that  hast  receyved 
two, 

Thoa  shalt  answere  of  two,  and  nat  of 
oon ! 

Wher  is  thy  gretter  part  away  y-goon  ? 

Alias !  wher  shal  I,  wreoched  wight,  bo- 
come  ! 

For,  thogh  so  be  that  ship  or  boot  heer 
come,  M15 


Hoom    to    my  contree    dar    I  nat    for 

drede ;  (33  0 

I  can  my-selven  in  this  cas  nat  rede  ! ' 
What  shal  I  telle  more  her  oomplein- 

ing? 
Hit  is  so  long,  hit  were  an  hevy  thing. 
In  her  epistle  Naso  telleth  al ;  2220 

Bat  shortly  to  the  ende  I  telle  shaL 
The  goddes  have  her  holpen,  for  pi  tee ; 
And,  in  the  signe  of  Tauros,  men  may 

see 
The  stones  of  her  coronn  shyne  dere. — 

I  wol  no  more  speke  of  this  matere ; 
But  thns  this  false  lover  can  begyle    2226 
His  trewe  love.     The  devil  f  him  quyte 

his  whyle !  (342) 

Explicit  Le^enda  Adriane  de  Athenes. 


VII.   THE  LEGEND  OF  PHILOMELA. 


Incipit  Legenda  Philomene. 
Deu8  dator  fiyrmarum. 

Tuou    yiver  of  the    formes,    that    hast 

wroght 
The  faire  world,  and  bare  hit  in  thy 

thoght 
Eternally,  or  thon  thy  work  began,     2230 
Why  madest  thon,  unto  the  slaundre  of 

man, 
Or — al  be  that  hit  was  not  thy  doing. 
As    for    that    fyn    to   make    swiche    a 

thing — 
Why  suffrest  thou  that  Tereus  was  bore. 
That  is  in  love  so  fals  and  so  forswore. 
That,   fro    this  world  up  to  the  firste 

hevene,  2236 

Ck>rrumpeth,  whan  that  folk  his  name 

nevene  ?  (10) 

And,  as  to  me,  so  grisly  was  his  dede. 
That,  whan  that  I  his  foule  stoiy  rede, 
Myn  eyen  wexen  foule  and  sore  also ;  2240 
Yit  last  the  venim  of  so  longe  ago. 
That  hit  enfecteth  him  that  wol  beholde 
The  story  of  Tereus,  of  which  I  tolde. 

Of  Trace  was  he  lord,  and  kin  to  Marte, 

The  cruel  god  that   stant   with    blody 

darte ;  2245 


And  wedded  had  he,  with  a  blisfal  chere, 
King  Fandiones  faire  doghtor  dere,     (20) 
That  highte  Progne,  flour  of  her  contree, 
Thogh  Juno  list  nat  at  the  feste  be, 
Ne  Ymeneus,  that  god  of  wedding  is ; 
But  at  the  feste  redy  been,  y-wis,        2251 
The  furies  three,  with  alle  hir  mortel 

brond. 
The  owle  al  night  aboute  the  balkes  wond, 
That  prophet  is  of  wo  and  of  mischaunoe. 
This  revel,  ful  of  songe  and  ful  of  daunce, 
Lasteth  a  fourtenight,  or  litel  lasse.    2256 
But,  shortly  of  this  story  for  to  passe,  (30) 
For  I  am  wery  of  him  for  to  telle, 
Five  yeer  his  wyf  and  he  t<^peder  dwelle, 
Til  on  a  day  she  gan  so  sore  longe       2260 
To  seen  her  suster,  that  she  saw  nat  longe. 
That  for  desyr  she  niste  what  to  seye. 
But  to  her  husband  gan  she  for  to  preye. 
For  goddes  love,  that  she  moste    ones 
goon  2264 

Her  suster  for  to  seen,  and  come  anoon, 
Or  elles,  but  she  moste  to  her  wende. 
She  preyde  him,  that  he  wolde  after  her 
sende ;  (40) 

And  this  was,  day  by  day,  al  her  prayere 
With  al  humblesse  of  wyf  hood,  word,  and 
chere.  2269 
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This  Terens  let  make  hia  shippes  yare, 
And  into  Greoe  hixn-self  is  forth  y-fare 
Unto  hia  fader  in  lawe,  and  gan  him 

preye 
To  vonche-sanf  that,  for  a  month    or 

tweye, 
That  Philomene,  his  wyves  snster,  mighte 
On   Frogne  his  'wyf  bnt  ones    have    a 

sighte —  277s 

'And  she  shal  come  to  yow  agiun  anoon. 
M3rBelf  with  her  wol  bothe    oome  and 

goon,  (50) 

And  as  myn  hertes  lyf  I  wol  her  kepe«.' 
This  olde    Fandion,    this    king,    gan 

wepe 
For  tendemesse  of  herte,  for  to  leve   3380 
His  doghter  goon,  and  for  to  yive  her 

leve; 
Of  al  this  world  he  lovede  no-thing  so ; 
Bat  at  the  laste  leve  hath  she  to  go. 
For  Philomene,  with  salte  teres  eke, 
Gan  of  her  fader  grace  to  beseke         228$ 
To  seen  her  snster,  that  her  longeth  so  ; 
And  him  embraceth  with  her  armes  two. 
And  therwith-al  so  yong  and  fair  was  she 
That,  whan  that  .Ter6as  saw  her  beantee. 
And  of  array  that  ther  was  noon  her 

liche,  (63)  2290 

And  yit  of  bonntee  was  she  two  so  riche, 
He  caste  his  fyry  herte  upon  her  so 
That  he  wol  have  her,  how  so  that  hit  go, 
And  with  his  wyles  kneled  and  so  preyde. 
Til  at  the  laste  Fandion  thus  seyde : — 
'Now,  sone,'  quod  he,  Hhat  art  tome 

so  dere,  2296 

I  thee  betake  my  yonge  doghter  here,  (70) 
That  bereth  the  key  of  al  my  hertes  lyf. 
And  grete  wel  my  doghter  and  thy  wyf. 
And  yive  her  leve  somtyme  for  to  pleye, 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  er  I  deye.' 
And  soothly,  he  hath  mad  him  riohe 

feste,  230a 

And  to  his  folk,  the  moete  and  eek  the 

leste. 
That  with  him  com ;  and  yaf  him  yiftes 

grete, 
And  him  conveyeth  through  the  maister- 

strete  2305 

Of  Athenes,  and  to  the  see  him  broghte, 
And  tumeth  hoom;    no  malice  he    ne 

thoghte.  (80) 


The  ores  pulleth  forth  the  vessel  faste, 
And  into  Trace  arriveth  at  the  laste, 
And  up  into  a  forest  he  her  ledde,      33 10 
And  to  a  cave  privily  him  spedde ; 
And,  in  this  derke  cave,  yif  her  leste. 
Or  leste  noght,  he  bad  her  for  to  reste  ; 
Of  whiohe  her  herte  agroos,  and  seyde 

thus, 
*  Wher  is  my  soster,  brother  Tereus?*  2315 
And  therwith-al  she  wepte  tenderly, 
And  quook  for  fere,  pale  and  pitously, 
Bight  as  the  lamb  that  of  the  wolf  is 

biten ; 
Or  as  the  colver,  that  of  the    egle  is 

smiten, 
And  is  out  of  his  dawes  forth  escaped,  2330 
Yet  hit  is  afered  and  awhaped 
Lest  hit  be  hent  eft-sones,  so  sat  she. 
But  utterly  hit  may  non  other  be. 
By  force  hath  he,  this  traitour,  doon  that 

dede, 
That  he  hath  reft  her  of  her  maydcn- 

hede,  2325 

Mangree  her  heed,  by  strengthe  and  by 

his  might.  (99^ 

Lo !  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  a  right ! 
She     oryeth    ^suster!'    with     fiil    loud 

stevene. 
And  *  iiEider  dere !  *  and  *  help  me,  god  in 

hevene !  *  2329 

Al  helpeth  nat ;  and  yet  this  false  theef 
Hath  doon  this  lady  yet  a  more  mischeef, 
For  fere  lest  she  sholde  his  shame  crye, 
And  doon  him  openly  a  vilanye, 
And  with  his  swerd  her  tong  oif  kerveth 

he, 
And  in  a  castel  made  her  for  to  be     2335 
Ful  privily  in  prison  evermore. 
And  kepte  her    to  his  usage    and   his 

store,  (no) 

So  that  she  mighte  him  nevermore  asterte. 
O  sely  Fhilomene  !  wo  is  thyn  herte ; 
Ood  wreke  thee,   and    sende    thee  thy 

bone !  2340 

Now  is  hit  t3rme  I  make  an  ende  sone. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  wyf  y-come. 
And  in  his  armes  hath  his  wyf  y-nome, 
And   pitously  he  weep,  and   shook  his 

heed. 
And  swor  her  tliat  he  fond  her  sustpor 

deed ;  2345 


390 


ZU  Bi^tnt  of  <Soob  (Socmen* 


For  which  this  sely  Progne  hath  swich 

wo,  (119)  2346 

That  ny  her  sorwefol  herte  brak  a-two ; 
And  thtui  in  tores  lete  I  Progne  dwells, 
And  of  her  saster  forth  I  wol  yow  telle. 
This  woftil  lady  lerned  had  in  yonthe 
$0  that  she  werken  and  enbronden  conthe, 
And  woven  in  her  stole  the  radevore 
As  hit  of  women  hath  be  woned  yore. 
And,  shortly  for  to  sejm,  she  hath  her 

fiUe 
Of  mete  and  drink,  and  clothing  at  her 

wille,  2355 

And  coude    eek   rede,  and  wel  y-nogh 

endyte, 
Bnt  with  a  penne  conde  she  nat  wryte ; 
Bnt  lettres  can  she  woven  to  and  fro,   (131) 
So  that,  by  that  the  yeer  was  al  a-go, 
She  had  y-woven  in  a  stamin  large     2360 
How  she  was  broght  from  Atbenes  in  a 

barge. 
And  in  a  cave  how  that  she  was  broght ; 
And  al  the  thingthat  Tereus  hath  wroght. 
She  waf  hit  wel,  and  wroot  the  story 

above, 
How  she  was  served  for  her  saster  love ; 
Andtoaknavearingsheyafanoon,  2366 
And  prayed  him,  by  signes,  for  to  goon  (140) 
Unto  the  quene,  and  beren  her  that  dooth. 
And  by  signes  swor  him  many  an  ooth, 
She  sholde  him  yeve  what   she    geten 

mighte.  2370 

This  knave  anoon  unto  the  qaene  him 

dighte, 


And  took  hit  her,  and  al  the  manor  tolde. 
And,  whan  that  Progne  hath  this  thing 

beholde. 
No  word  she  spak,  for  sorwe  and  eek  for 

rage; 
Bnt  feyned  her  to  goon  on  pilgrimage  2375 
To    Bachns    temple;    and,    in    a    litel 

stonnde, 
Her  dombe  saster  sitting  hath  she  fonnde, 
Weping  in  the  castel  her  aloon.  (151) 

Alias  I  the  wo,  the  oompleint,  and  the 

moon 
That    Progne    npon    her   dombe    snster 

maketh !  2380 

In  armes  everioh  of  hem  other  taketh. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  in  hir  sorwe  dwelle. 
The  remenant    is    no  charge   for  to 

teUe, 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  thus  was  she 

served, 
That  never  harm  a-gilte  ne  deserved  3385 
Unto  this  cruel  man,  that  she  of  wiste. 
Ye  may  be  war  of  men,  yif  that  yow 

liste.  (t6o) 

For,  al  be  that  he  wol  nat,  for  his  shame, 
Doon  so  as  Tereus,  to  lese  his  name, 
Ne  serve  yow  as  a  mordroar  or  a  knave, 
Fol  litel  whyle  shul  ye  trewe  him  have, 
That  wol  I  seyn,   al  were  he  now  my 

brother,  2392 

Bnt  hit  so  be  that  he  may  have  non 

other.  (166) 

Explicit  Legenda  PhUoment, 


VIII.   THE  LEGEND  OF  PHYLLIS. 


IncipU  Leg&nda  FhiUia, 
Br  prove  as  wel  as  by  auctoritee, 
That  wikked  fruit  cometh  of  a  wikked 

tree,  2395 

That  may  ye  finde,  if  that  it    lyketh 

yow. 
But  for  this  ende  I  speke  this  as  now, 
To  telle  you  of  false  Demophon. 
In  love  a  falser  herde  I  never  non, 
But-if  hit  were  his  fader  Theseus.       2400 


'God,  for  his  grace,  fro  swich  oon  kepe 

us!' 
Thus  may  thise  women  prayen  that  hit 

here,  (9) 

Now  to  th 'effect  tnme  I  of  my  matere. 

Destroyed  is  of  Troye  the  citee ;       2404 
This  Demophon  com  sailing  in  the  see 
Toward  Athenes,  to  his  paleys  largo  ; 
With  him  com  many  a  ship  and  many  a 

barge 
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FqI  of  his  folk,  of  which  Ail  many  oon 
Is  wounded  sore,  and  seek,  and  wo  be- 

goon.  9409 

And  they  han  at  the  sege  longe  y-lain. 
Behinde  him  com  a  wind  and  eek  a  rain 
That  shoof  so  sore,  his  sail  ne  mighte 

stonde,  (19) 

Him  were  lever  than  al  the  world  a-londe, 
So  hanteth  him  the  tempest  to  and  fro. 
So  derk  hit  was,  hecoudo  nowher  go ;  3415 
And  with  a  wawe  brosten  was  his  stere. 
His  ship  was    rent    so    lowe,  in  swioh 

manere,  * 

That  carpenter  ne  coude  hit  nat  amende. 
The  see,  by  nighte,  as  any  torche  brende 
For  wood,  and  posseth  him  now  up  now 

donn,  3430 

Til  Neptane  hath  of  him  compassionn, 
And    Thetis,  Chorus,  Triton,   and  they 

alle, 
And  maden  him  upon  a  lond  to  falle,  (30) 
Wher-of  that  Phillis  lady  was  and  qaene, 
Ligxtrgiis  doghter,  fairer  on  to  sene  24.2$ 
Than  is  the  floor  again  the  brighte  sonne. 
Unnethe  is  Demophon  to  londey-wonne, 
Wayk  and  eek  wery,  and  his  folk  for- 

pyned 
Of  werinesse,  and  also  enfamyned  ;     242^ 
And  to  the  deeth  he  almost  was  y-driven. 
His  wyse  folk  to  conseil  han  him  yiven 
To  seken  help  and  soconr  of  the  queen, 
And  loken  what  his  grace  mighte  been,  (40) 
And  maken  in  that  lond  som  chevisaunoe, 
To  kepen  him  fro  wo  and  fro  miwchaunce. 
For  seek  was  he-,  and  almost  at  the  deeth ; 
Unnethe  mighte  he  speke  or  drawe  his 

breeth,  3437 

And  lyth  in  Bodopeya  him  for  to  reste. 
Whan  he  may  walke,  him  thoughte  hit 

was  the  beste 
Unto  the  court  to  seken  for  socour.     3440 
Men  knewe  him  wel,  and  diden    him 

honour ; 
For  at  Athenes  duk  and  lord  was  he, 
As  Theseus  his  fader  hadde  y-be,  (50) 

That  in  his  tyme  was  of  greet  renoun. 
No  man  so  g^eet  in  al  his  regioun  ;    3445 
And  lyk  his  fader  of  face  and  of  stature. 
And  fals  of  love ;  hit  com  him  of  nature  ; 
As  doth  the  fox  Benard,  the  foxes  sone. 
Of  kinde  he  coude  his  olde  faders  wono 


Withonte  lore,  as  can  a  drake  swimme, 
Whan  hit  is  caught  and  oaried  to  the 

brinune.  3451 

This  honourable  Phillis  doth  hinx  chere. 
Her  lyketh  wel  his  port  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroted  heer-bifom  (61) 

To  wryte  of  hem  that  been  in  love  for- 
sworn, 3455 
And  eek  to  haste  me  in  my  legende. 
Which  to  performe  god  me  grace  sende, 
Therfor  I  passe  shortly  in  this  wyse ; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  of  Theseus  devyse 
In  the  betraising  of  fair  Adriane,       3460 
That  of  her  pite    kepte  him  from  his 

bane. 
At  shorte  wordes,  right  so  Demophon 
The  same  wey,  the  same  path  hath  gon  (70) 
That  dide  his  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Phillis  hath  he  sworen  thus,  3465 
To    wedden    her,  and    her  his  tiouthe 

plighte, 
And  piked  of  her  al  the  good  he  mighte, 
Whan  he  was  hool  and  sound  and  hadde 

his  reste; 
And  doth  with  Phillis  what  so  that  him 

leste. 
And  wel  coude  I,  yif  that  me  leste  so,  3470 
Tellen  al  his  doing  to  and  fro. 

He  seide,  unto  his  contree  moste  he 

saile, 
For  ther  he  wolde  her  wedding  apparaile 
As  fil  to  her  honour  and  his  also.  (81) 

And  openly  he  took  his  leve  tho,         3475 
And  hath  her  sworn,  he  wolde  nat  sojome, 
But  in  a  month  he  wolde  again  retome. 
And  in  that  lond  let  make  his  ordinaunce 
As  verray  lord,  and  took  the  obeisaunce 
Wel  and   hoomly,  and  let  his  shippes 

dighte,  3480 

And  boom  he  goth  the  nexte   wey  he 

mighte ; 
For  unto  Phillis  yit  ne  com  he  noght. 
And  that  hath  she  so  harde  and  sore 

aboght,  (90) 

Alias !  that,  as  the  stories  us  recorde, 
She  was  her  owne  deeth  right  with  a 

corde,  3485 

Whan  that  she  saw  that  Demophon  her 

trayed. 
But  to  him  first  she  wroot  and  fiisto 

him  prayed 
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He  wolde  oome,  and  her  deliver  of  peyne, 
As  I  reherse  shal  a  word  or  tweyne. 
Me  list  nat  voucheHNraf  on  him  to  swinke, 
Ne  spende  on  him  a  penne  fol  of  inke,  2491 
For  fals  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  syre ; 
The  devil  sette  hir  sonles  bothe  a-fyre ! 
Bnt  of  the  lettre  of  Fhillis  wol  I  wryte 
A  word  or  tweyne,  al-thogh  hit  be  but 

lyte.  (xoa)  a495 

'  Thyn  hostesge, '  qnod  she/  O  Demophon, 
Thy  Phillis,  which  that  is  so  wo  begon, 
Of  Bodopeye,  upon  yow  moot  compleyne. 
Over  the  terme  set  betwix  us  tweyne, 
That  ye  ne  holden  forward,  as  ye  seyde  ; 
Your  anker,  which    ye   in    our    haven 

leyde,  asoi 

Highte  us,  that  ye  wolde  comen,  out  of 

doute, 
Or  that  the  mone  ones  wente  aboute.  (110) 
But  tymes  fonre  the  mone  hath  hid  her 

face 
Bin  thilke  day  ye  wente  fro  this  place,  2505 
And  foure  tymes  light  the  world  again. 
But  for  al  that,  yif  I  shal  soothly  sain, 
Yit  hath  the  streem  of  Sitho  nat  y-broght 
From  Athenes  the  ship;   yit  comth  hit 

noght. 
And,  yif  that  ye  the  terme  rekne  wolde. 
As  I  or  other  trewe  lovers  sholde,        2511 
I  pleyne  not,  god  wot,  befom  my  day.' — 
But  al  her  lettre  wryten  I  ne  may  (lao) 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  charge  ; 
Her  lettre  was  right  long  and  ther-to 

large ;  2515 

But  here  and  there  in  ryme  I  have  hit 

laid, 
Ther  as  me  thoughte  that  she  wel  hath 

said, — 
She  seide,  '  thy  sailes  comen  nat  again, 
Ne  to  thy  word  ther  nis  no  fey  certein  ; 
But  I  wot  why  ye  come  nat,*  quod  she  ; 
*  For  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  so  free.       352 1 
And  of  the  goddes  that  ye  han  forswore, 
Yif  that  hir  veng^eance  falle  on  yow  ther- 

fore,  (130) 

Ye  be  nat  suffisaunt  to  here  the  peyne. 
To  moche  trusted  I,  wel  may  I  pleyne,  2525 


Upon  your  linage  and  your  faire  tonge. 
And  on  your  teres  falsly  out  y-wronge. 
How  coude  ye  wei>e  so  by  craft?'  qnod 

she ; 
*  May  ther  swiche  teres  feyned  be  ? 
Now  certes,  yif  ye  wolde  have  in  memorie. 
Hit  oghte  be  to  yow  but  litel  glorie     2531 
To  have  a  sely  mayde  thus  betrayed ! 
To  god,'  quod  she,  *  preye  I,  and  ofbe  have 

prayed,  (140) 

That  hit  be  now  the  grettest  prys  of  alle, 
And  moste  honour  that  ever  yow  shal 

befkUe !  2535 

And  whan  thyn  olde  auncestres  peynted 

be. 
In  which  men  may  hir  worthinesse  see, 
Than,  preye  I  god,  thou  peynted  be  also, 
That  folk  may  reden,  for-by  as  they  go, 
'*  Lo !  this  is  he,  that  with  his  flaterye  2540 
Betrayed  hath  and  doon  her  vilanye 
That  was  his  trewe  love  in  thogUte  and 

dede ! " 
But  sothly,  of  00  point  yit  may  they  rede. 
That  ye  ben  lyk  your  fader  as  in  this ;  (151) 
For  he  begyled  Adriane,  y-wis,  2545 

With  swiche  an  art  and  swiche  sotelte 
As  thou  thy-selven  hast  begyled  me. 
As  in  that  point,  al-thogh  hit  be  nat  fayr. 
Thou  folwest  him,  certein,  and  art  his  eyr. 
But  sin  thus  sinfully  ye  me  begyle,     2550 
My  body  mote  ye  seen,  within  a  whyle, 
Bight  in  the  haven  of  Athenes  fletinge, 
With-outen  sepulture  and  buryinge  ;  (i6q) 
Thogh  ye  ben  harder  then  is  any  stoon.' 
And,  whan  this  lettre  was  forth  sent 

anoon,  2555 

And  knew  how  brotel  and  how  fals  he 

was, 
She  for  dispeyr  for-dide  herself,  alias  ! 
Swich  sorwe  hath  she,  for  she  besette  her 

so. 
Be  war,  ye  women,  of  your  sotil  fo,     2559 
Sin  yit  this  day  men  may  ^nsample  see ; 
And  trusteth,  as  in  love,  no  man   bnt 

me.  (i6«) 

Explicit  Legenda  PhilUt, 
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IX.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPERMNESTRA- 


IncipU  Legenda  Tpermittre, 

In  Grece  whylom  weren  brathren  two, 
Of  whiche  that  oon  waa  called  Danao, 
That  many  a  sone  hath  of  his  body  wonne, 
As  Bwiche  false  loyers  ofbe  oonne.       2565 
Amnng  his  sones  alle  ther  was  oon 
That  aldermost  he  lovede  of  eyerichoon. 
And  whan  this  child  was  bom,  this  Danao 
Shoop  him   a    nune,  and    called    him 

Lino. 
That  other  brother  called  was  Egiste,  3570 
That  was  of  loyo  as  fiJs  as  eyer  him 

liste,  (10) 

And  many  a  doghter  gat  he  in  his  lyye ; 
Of  which  ho  gat  nx>on  his  righte  W3rye 
A  dc^hter  dere,  and  dide  her  for  to  oalle 
Ypermistra,  yongest  of  hem  alle ;       2575 
The  whicho  child,  of  her  natiyitee, 
To  alle  gode  thewes  bom  was  she, 
As  lyked  to  the  goddes,  or  she  was  bom. 
That  of  the  shefe    she  sholde    be    the 

com ;  (i8) 

The  Wirdes,  that  we  clepen  Destinee,  3580 
Hath  ehapen  her  that  she  mot  nedes  be 
Pitoose,  sadde,  wyse,  and  trewe  as  steel; 
And  to  this  woman  hit  acoordeth  weeL 
For,  though  that  Yenns  yaf  her  greet 

beantee, 
With  Jnpiter  oompooned  so  waa  ehe  3585 
That  conscience,  tronthe,  and  dreed  of 

shame, 
And  of  her  wyfhood  for  to  kepe  her  name, 
This,  thonghte  her,  was  felicitee  as  here. 
And  rede  Mars  was,  that  tyme  of  the 

yere. 
So  feble,  that  his  malice  is  him  raft,    3590 
Bepresaed  hath  Venus  his  cruel  craft ;  (30) 
f  What  with  Venus  and  other  oppressionn 
Of  houses,  Mars  his  yenim  is  adoun. 
That  Tpermistra  dar  nat  handle  a  knyf 
In  malice,  thogh  she  sholde  lese  her  lyf. 
But  natheles,  as  heyen  gan  tho  tume,  2596 
To  badde  aspeotee  hath  she  of  Satome, 

O 


That  made  her  for  to  deyen  in  prisonn, 
As  I  shal  after  make  menoioun. 

To  Danao  and  Egistes  alio-^  a6oo 

Al-thogh  so  be  that  they  were  brethren 

two,  (40) 

For  thilke  tyme  nas  spared  no  linage — 
Hit  lyked  hem  to  maken  manage 
Betwix  Tpermistra  and  him  lino, 
Andcastenswicheadayhitshalbeso;  1605 
And  fill  acorded  was  hit  witterly; 
The  array  is  wroght,  the  tyme  is  faste  hy. 
And  thus  Lino  hath  of  his  fadres  brother 
The  doghter  wedded,  and  eohe  of  hem 

hath  other. 
The  torches  brennen  and  the  lampes 

brighte,  a6io 

The  sacrifices  been  ftil  redy  dighte ;     (50) 
Th'encens  out  of  the  fyie  reketh  sote. 
The  flour,  the  leef  is  rent  up   by  the 

rote 
To  maken  garlands  and  oorounes  bye  ; 
Ful  is  the  place  of  soun  of  minstraloye. 
Of  songes  amorous  of  manage,  2616 

As  thilke  tyme  was  the  pleyn  usage. 
And  this  was  in  the  paleys  of  Egiste, 
That  in  his  hous  was  lord,  right  as  him 

liste ; 
And  thus  the  day  they  dryyen  to  an 

ende ;  2620 

The  frendes  taken  leye,  and  hoom  they 

wende.  (60) 

The  night  is  come,  the  biyd  shal  go  to 

bedde; 
Egiste  to  his  ohambre  fiwte  him  spedde, 
And  privily  he  let  his  doghter  calle. 
Whan  that  the  hous  was  yoided  of  hem 

alle,  267$ 

He   loked    on    his    doghter  with    glad 

chore. 
And  to  her  spak,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
*Ky  righte  doghter,    tresor   of  nxyn 

herte ! 
Sin  first  that  day  that  shapen  was  my 

sherte, 
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Or  by  the  fatal  sostren  had  my  dom,  3630 
So  ny  myn  herte  never  thing  me  com  (70) 
As    thou,    myn     Tpermistra,     doghter 

dere ! 
Tak  heed  what    I    thy  fiuler   sey  thee 

here. 
And  werk  after  thy  wyser  ever-mo. 
For  alderfirste,  doghter,  I  love  thee  so  2635 
That  al  the  world  to  me  nis  half  ao  leef ; 
Ne  I  nolde  rede  thee  to  thy  mischeef 
For  al  the  gode  under  the  oolde  mone ; 
And  what  I  mene,  hit  shal  he  seid  right 

sone, 
With  protestaoioun,  as  in  this  wyse,  2640 
That,  but  thou  do  as  I  shal  thee  devyse, 
Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  him  that  al  hath 

wroght  I  (81) 

At  shorte  wordes,  thou  n'escapest  noght 
Out  of  my  paleys,  or  that  thou  be  deed, 
But  thou  consente  and  werke  after  my 

reed ;  2645 

Tak  this  to  thee  for  ful  conclusiouni' 

This  Ypermistra  caste  her  eyen  doun. 
And   quook  as  dooth    the  leef  of  aspe 

grene; 
Deed  wex  her  hewe,  and  lyk  as  ash  to 

sene,  2649 

And  seyde,  *  lord  and  fader,  al  your  wille, 
After  my  might,  god  wot,  I  shal  fUfille, 
So  hit  to  me  be  no  confusioun.'  (91) 

*  I  nil,'  quod  he, '  have  noon  excepcioun  * ; 
And  out  he  caughte  a  knyf,  asrasour  kene ; 
*Hyd  this,'  quod  he,  'that  hit  be  nat  y- 

Bene ;  2655 

And,  whan  thyn  husbond  is  to  bedde  y-go, 
Whyl  that  he  slepeth,  cut  histhrote  a-two. 
For  in  my  dremes  hit  is  warned  me 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  bane  be. 
But  whiche   I  noot,  wherfor  I  wol  be 

siker.  2660 

Yif  thou  sey  nay,  we  two  shul  have  a 

biker  (100) 

As  I  have  seyd,  by  him    that  I  have 

sworn.' 
This  Ypermistra  hath  ny  her  wit  forlon ; 
And,  for  to  passen  harmles  of  that  place. 
She  graunted  him ;  ther  was  non  other 

grace.  2665 

And  therwith-al  a  oostrel  taketh  he. 
And  seyde,  *  herof  a  draught,  or  two  or 

three; 


Yif  ^t*"  to   drinke,   whan  he  goth    to 

reste, 
And  he  shal  slepo  as  longe  as  ever  thee 

leste, 
The  narootiks  and  opies  been  so  stronge  : 
And  go  thy  wey,  lest  that  him  thinko 

longe.'  (no)  2671 

Out  oomth  the  bryd,  and  with  ful  sober 

chere, 
As  is  of  maidens  ofbe  the  manere. 
To  ohambre  is  broght  with  revel  and  with 

songe, 
And  shortly,  lest  this  tale  be  to  longe,  2675 
This  Lino  and  she  ben  Bone  broght  to 

bedde; 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  dore  him 

spedde. 
The  night  is  wasted,  and  he  fel  a-slepe ; 
Ful  tenderly  beginneth  she  to  wepe. 
She    rist   her   np,    and    dredfuUy    she 

quaketh,  2680 

As    doth    the    brannohe   that  Zcphirus 

shaketh,  (120) 

And  husht  were  alle  in  Argon  that  citee. 
As  cold  as  any  frost  now  wexeth  she ; 
For  pite  by  the  herte  her  streyneth  so, 
And  dreed  of  deeth  doth  her  so  moohe  wo, 
That  thiyes  doun  she  fil  in    swiche  a 

were.  2686 

She  rist  her  np,  and  stakereth  beer  and 

there, 
And  on  her  handes  faste  loketh  she. 
'Alias !  and  shul  my  handes  blody  be  ? 
I  am  a  maid,  and,  as  by  my  nature,   2690 
And  by  my  semblant  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handes  been  nat  shapen  for  a  knyf, 
As  for  to  reve  no  man  fro  his  Ijf.        (132) 
What  devil  have  I  with  the  knyf  to  do  ? 
And  shal  I  have  my  throte  corve  a-two  ? 
Then  shal  I  blede,  alias!   and  me  be- 

shende ;  2696 

And  nedes  cost  this  thing  mot  have  an 

ende; 
Or  he  or  I  mot  nedes  lese  our  lyf 
Now  certes,'  quod  she,  '  sin  I  am  his  wyf, 
And  hath  my  feith,  yit  is  it  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  deed  in  wyfly  honestee  (140)  2701 
Than  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  emest  or  for  game. 
He  shal  awake,  and  rjrse  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  goter,  or  that  hit  be  day ! ' — 
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And  weep  Ail  tenderly  upon  his  face,   3706 
And  in  her  amies  gan  him  to  embrace, 
And  him  she  roggeth  and  awaketh  softe  ; 
And  at    the  window  leep    he    fro  the 

lofte 
Whan  she  hath  warned  him,  and  doon 

him  bote.  2710 

This  Lino  swifte  was,  and  light  of  fote, 

And  from  his  wyf  he  ran  a  fxd  good  pas. 

This  sely  woman  is  so  wayk,  alias !    (15a) 

And  helples  so,   that,  or   that  she  fer 

wente, 
Her  omel  fader  dide  her  for  to  hente.  2715 


Alias !  Lino !  why  art  thon  so  nnkinde  ? 
Why  ne  haddest  thou  remembred  in  thy 

minde 
To  taken  her,  and  lad  her  forth  with 

thee? 
For,  whan  she  saw  that  goon  awey  was  he, 
And  that  she  mighte  nat  so  faste  go,    2720 
Ke  folwen  him,  she  sette  her  donn  right 

tho,  (160) 

Til  she  was  canght  and  fetered  in  prisonn. 

This  tale  is  seid  for  this  conclnsionn.  .  . 

{Unfinished,^ 


0  6 


A  TREATISE   ON   THE 
ASTROLABE. 


»    ♦» 


tEOLOGUS. 


LiTEL  Lowis  my  sone,  I  have  perceived 
wel  by  certeyne  evidences  thyn  abilite  to 
leme  sciencez  tonchinge  notunbres  and 
proi)orcioans ;  and  as  wel  considere  I  tby 

5  bioy  preyere  in  special  to  leme  the  Tretis 
of  the  Astrolabie.  Than,  for  as  mechel 
as  a  philosofre  seith,  ^  he  wrappeth  him  in 
his  frend,  that  condescendeth  to  the 
rightful  preyers  of  Ids  frend,'  ther-for 

lo  l^ave  I  geven  thee  a  soffisannt  Astrolabie 
as  for  oore  orizonte,  compowned  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenford;  up-on  which,  by 
mediacion  of  this  litel  tretis,  I  purpose  to 
teche  thee  a  certain  nombre  of  condu- 

15  sions  apertening  to  the  same  instrument. 
I  seye  a  certein  of  conclusiouns,  for  three 
causes.  The  furste  cause  is  this :  truste  wel 
that  alle  the  conclusiouns  that  han  ben 
founde,    or    elles    possibly    mighten    be 

20  founde  in  so  noble  an  instrument  as  an 
Astrolabie,  ben  un-knowe  perfitly  to  any 
mortal  man  in  this  regionn,  as  I  suppose. 
A-nother  cause  is  this ;  that  sothly,  in  any 
tretis  of  the  Astrolabie  that  I  have  seyn, 

25  there  ben  some  conclusions  that  wole  nat 
in  alle  thinges  performen  hir  bihestes ; 
and  some  of  hem  ben  to  harde  to  thy 
tendre  age  often  yeer  to  conseyve.  This 
tretis,  di\dded  in  fyve  parties,  wole  I  shewe 

30  thee  under  ful  lighte  rewles  and  naked 
wordes  in  English;  for  Latin  ne  canstow 


yit  but  smal,  my  lyte  sone.  But  natheles, 
sufFyse  to  thee  thise  trewe  conclusiouns  in 
English,  as  wel  as  suffyseth  to  thise  noble 
derkes  Grekes  thise  same  conclusiouns  in  35 
Greek,  and  to  Arabiens  in  Arabik,  and  to 
Jewes  in  Ebrew,  and  to  the  Latin  folk  in 
Latin ;  whiche  Latin  folk  han  hem  furst 
out  of  othre  diverse  langages,  and  writen 
in  hir  owne  tonge,   that  is  to  sein,  in  40 
Latin.     And  god  wot,  that  in  alle  thise 
langages,  and  in  many  mo,  han   thise 
conclusiouns  ben  suffisantly  lemed  and 
taught,  and  yit  by  diverse  rewles,  right  as 
diverse  pathes  leden    diverse    folk    the  45 
righte  wey  to  Rome.     Now  wol  I  prey 
meekly  every  discreet  persone  that  redeth 
or  hereth   this  litel  tretis,  to  have  my 
rewde    endyting   for    excused,  and    my 
superfluite  of  wordes,  for  two  causes.  The  50 
firste  cause  is,  for  that  curious  endyting 
and  hard  sentence  is  ful  hovy  atones  for 
swich  a  child  to  leme.    And  the  seoonde 
cause  is  this,  that  sothly  me  semeth  betre 
to  wiyten  un-to  a  child  twyes  a  good  55 
sentence,  than  he  forgete  it  ones.     And 
Lowis,  yif  so  be  that  I  shewe  thee  in  my 
lighte    English    as    trewe    conclusiouns 
touching  this  matere,  and  naught  only  as     - 
trewe  but  as  many  and  as  subtil  con-  60 
clusiouns  as  ben  shewed  in  Latin  in  any 
commune  tretis  of  the  Astrolabie,  con  me 
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the  more  thank ;  and  preye  god  lave  the 
king,  that  is  lord  of  this  langage,  and  alle 

65  that  him  feyth  bereth  and  obeyeth,  ever- 
ech  in  his  degree,  the  more  and  the  lasse. 
Bat  considere  wel,  that  I  ne  usnrpe  nat  to 
have  fonnde  this  werk  of  my  labour  or  of 
myn  engyn.     I  nam   but  a  lewd  com- 

70  pilatonr  of  the  labour  of  olde  Astro- 
logiens,  and  have  hit  translated  in  myn 
English  only  for  thy  doctrine  ;  and  with 
this  swerd  shal  I  sleen  envye. 

L  The  flrste  partie  of  this  tretis  shal 

75  reherse  the  figures  and  the  membres  of 
thyn  Astrolabie,  bi-cause  that  thou  shalt 
han  the  grettre  knowing  of  thyn  owne 
instrument. 

II.  The  second  partie  shal  teohe  thee 
80  werkon  the  verrey  practik  of  the  forseide 

conclnsiouns,  as  ferforth  and  as  narwe 
as  may  be  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instru- 
ment portatif  aboute.  For  wel  wot  every 
astrologien  that  smalest  fraocions  ne  wol 
85  nat  ben  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instrument, 
as  in  subtil  tables  calouled  for  a  cause. 

III.  The  thridde  partie  shal  contienen 
diverse  tables  of  longitudes  and  latitudes 
of  storros  fixe  for  the  Astrolabie,  and 

90  tables  of  declinacions  of  the  sonne,  and 
tables  of  longitudes  of  citees  and  of 
townes ;  and  as  wel  for  the  governance 


of  a  clokke  as  for  to  finde  the  altitude 
meridian ;    and  many  another  notable 
conclusioun,  after  the  kalendres  of  the  95 
reverent  derkes,  frere  I.  Somer  and  frere 
N.  Lenna. 

rv.  The  ferthe  i>artie  shal  ben  a  theorik 
to  declare  the  moevinge  of  the  celestial 
bodies  with    the    causes.     The    whiche  100 
ferthe  partie  in  special  shal  shewen  a 
table  of  the  verray  moeving  of  the  mone 
from,  houre  to  houre,  every  day  and  in 
every  signe,  after  thyn  almenak ;  upon 
which  table  ther  folwith  a  canon,  suffi-  105 
sant  to  teche  as  wel  the  maner  of  the 
wyrking  of  that  same  conclusioun,  as  to 
knowe  in  oure  orisonte  with  which  de* 
gree  of  the  zodiac  that  the  mone  aiiseth 
in  any  latitude ;  and'  the  arising  of  any  iiu 
planete  after  his  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik 
lyne. 

y.  The  fifte  partie  shal  ben  an  intro- 
ductorie  after  thestatuts  of  oure  doctours, 
in  which  thou  maist  leme  a  gret  -peat  of  1 15 
the  genettd  rewles  of  theorik  in  astrol<^e. 
In  which  fifte  partie  shaltow  finde  tables 
of  equaoions  of  housen  aftur  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford ;  and  tables  of  digneted  of 
planetes,  and  other  notef\il  thinges,  yif  120 
god  wol  vouche-sauf  and  his  modur  the 
mayde.  mo  than  I  behete,  &o. 


PAKT  I. 


HxRfl  BIOnnrSTH  THS  DKSCRtPCIOH  O^  THK 
ASTROLABIS. 

1.  Thyn  Astrolabie  hath  a  ring  to 
putten  on  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand  in  taking  the  heighte  of  thinges. 
And  tak  keep,  for  from  hennes-forthward, 

5  I  wol  depe  the  heighte  of  any  thing  that 
is  taken  by  thy  rewle,  the  altitude,  with- 
oute  mo  wordes. 

2.  This  ring  renneth  in  a  maner  turet, 
fast  to  the  moder  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  in 
so  rowm  a  space  that  hit  desturbeth  nat 
the  instrument  to  hangen  after  his  righte 

5  centre. 


8.  The  Koder  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  the 
thikkeste  plate,  perced  with  a  large  hole, 
that  resseyveth  in  hir  wombe  the  thinne 
plates  compowned  for  diverse  clymats, 
and  thy  riet  shapen  in  manere  of  a  net  or  5 
of  a  webbe  of  a  loppe ;  and  for  the  more 
deolaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

4.  This  moder  is  devyded  on  the  bak- 
half  with  a  lyne,  that  cometh  dessend- 
Inge  fto  the  ring  down  to  the  nethereste 
bordure.  The  whiche  lyne,  fro  the  for^ 
seide  ring  un-to  the  centre  of  the  large  5 
hole  amidde,  is  cleped  the  south  lyne,  or 
dies  the  lyne  meridional.  And  the 
remenant  of  this  lyne  downe  to  the  bor- 
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dare  is  cleped  the  north  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lo  lyne  of  midnight.      And  for  the  more 
deolaracionn,  lo  here  the  fignre. 

5.  Over-thwart  this  for-seide  longe 
lyne,  ther  crosseth  him  another  Ijrne  of 
the  same  len^he  from  est  to  west.  Of 
the  whiche  lyne,  from  a  litel  croys  +  in 

5  the  bordiire  nn-to  the  centre  of  the  large 
hole,  is  cleped  the  Est  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lyne  Orientale ;  and  the  remenant  of  this 
lyne  fro  the  forseide  +  nn-to  the  bordnre, 
is  cleped  the  West  lyne,  or  the  lyne  Ocoi- 
lo  dentale.  Now  hastow  here  the  fonre 
quarters  of  thin  astrolahie,  devyded  after 
the  foore  principals  plages  or  quarters  of 
the  firmament.  And  for  the  more  dedar- 
acionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

6.  The  est  side  of  thyn  Astrolahie  is 
cleped  the  right  side,  and  the  west  side 
is  cleped  the  left  side.  Forget  nat  this, 
litel  Lowis.     Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astro- 

5  labie  ux>on  the  thoumhe  of  thy  right 
hand,  and  thanne  wole  his  right  syde  be 
toward  thy  left  syde,  and  his  left  Byde 
wol  be  toward  thy  right  syde;  tak  this 
rewle  general,  as  wel  on  the  bak  as  on 

lo  the  wombe-eide.  Upon  the  ende  of  this 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seide,  is  marked  a  litel 
+  ,  wher-as  evere-mo  generaly  is  con- 
sidered the  entring  of  the  first  degree  in 
which  the  sonne  aryseth.     And  for  the 

15  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

7.  Fro  this  litel  +  up  to  the  ende  of 
the  lyne  meridional,  under  the  ring, 
shaltow  finden  the  bordure  devyded  with 
90  degrees ;  and  by  that  same  proporcioun 

5  is  every  quarter  of  thin  Astrolahie  de- 
vyded. Over  the  whiche  degrees  ther 
ben  noumbres  of  augrim,  that  devyden 
thilke  same  d^rees  fro  fjrve  to  fyve,  as 
sheweth  by  longe  strykes  by-twene.     Of 

10  whiche  longe  strykes  the  space  by-twene 
contienith  a  mile-wey.  And  every  degree 
of  the  bordure  oontieneth  foure  minutes, 
that  is  to  seyn,  minutes  of  an  houre. 
And  for  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here  the 

15  figure. 

8.  Under  the  oompas  of  thilke  degrees 
ben  writen  the  names  of  the  Twelve 
Signes,  as  Aries,  Taurus,  Gemini,  Cancer, 
Leo,  Virgo,  libra,  Scorpio,   Sagittarius, 


Capricomus,  Aquarius,  Pisces ;  and  the  5 
nombres  of  the  degrees  of  tho  signes  ben 
writen  in  augrim  above,  and  with  longe 
devisiouns,  fro  fyve  to  fyve  ;  devyded  fro 
tsrme  that  the  signe  entreth  un-to  the 
laste  ende.  But  understond  wel,  that  lu 
thise  degrees  of  signes  ben  everich  of  hem 
considered  of  60  minutes,  and  every 
minute  of  60  secondes,  and  so  forth  in-to 
smale  firaccions  infinit,  as  seith  Alka- 
bucius.  And  ther-for,  know  wel,  that  15 
a  degree  of  the  bordure  oontieneth  foure 
minutes,  and  a  degree  of  a  signe  oon- 
tieneth 60  minutes,  and  have  this  in 
minde.  And  for  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure.  ao 

9.  Next  this  folweth  the  Cerole  of  the 
Dayes,  that  ben  figured  in  maner  of 
degrees,  that  oontienen  in  noumbre  365  ; 
divyded  also  with  longe  strykes  fro  fyve 
to  fyve,  and  the  nombres  in  augrim  5 
writen  under  that  cercle.  And  for  more 
deolaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  Next  the  Cercle  of  the  Dayes,  fol- 
weth the  Cercle  of  the  names  of  the 
Monthes ;    that    is   to    seyen,    Januare, 
Februare,  Marcius,  Aprile,  Mayns,  Juin, 
Julius,    Au^n^tus,    Septembre,    October,  5 
Novembre,    Decembre.     The    names    of 
thise  monthes  were  cleped  in  Arabiens, 
somme  for  hir  propretees,  and  some  by 
statutz  of  lordes,  some  by  other  lordes  of 
Eome.     Eek  of  thise  monthes,  as  lyked  10 
to  Julius  Cesar  and  to  Cesar  Au^^^istus, 
some  were  oompowned  of  diverse  nom- 
bres of  dayes,  as  Juil  and  August.  Thanne 
hath    Januare    31   dayes,    Februare    a8, 
March  31,  Aprille  30,  May  31,  Junius  30,  15 
Julius  31,   Augustus  31,   September    30, 
Octobre  31,  Novembre  30,  December  31. 
Natheles,   al-though    that  Julius    Cesar 
took  a  dayes  out  of  Feverer  and  put  hem 
in  his  moneth  of  Juille,  and  Augustus  20 
Cesar  cleped  the  moneth  of  August  after 
his  name,  and  ordeyned  it  of  31  dayes, 
yit  truste  wel,  that  the  sonne  dwelleth 
ther-for  nevere  the  more  ne  lesse  in  oon 
signe  than  in  another.  25 

11.  Than  folwen  the  names  of  the 
Halidayes  in  the  Kalender,  and  next 
hem  the  lettres  of  the  Abe.  on  which 
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they  fallon.     And  for  the  more  declara- 

5  cioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

12.  Next  the  foraeide  Cercle  of  the 
Abo.,  under  the  cros-lyne,  is  marked  the 
scale,  in  manor  of  two  squyres,  or  elles  in 
manere  of  laddres,  that  serveth  by  hise 

5  13  poyntes  and  his  deyisionns  of  fnl 
many  a  sabtil  condnsioon.  Of  this  for- 
seide  scale,  fro  the  croo»*lyne  nn-to  the 
verre  angle,  is  cleped  f  «ml>ra  verm,  and 
the  nether  jMurtie  is  cleped  the  fumbra 
if>  recta,  or  elles  umbra  extenta.  And  for 
the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 
18.  Thanne  hastow  a  brood  Bewle, 
that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square  plate 
perced  -with  a  certein  holes,  some  more 
and  some  lesse,  to  resseyven  the  stremes 

5  of  the  Sonne  by  day,  and  eek  by  media- 
cioun  of  thyn  eye,  to  knowe  the  altitude 
of  sterres  by  nighte.  And  for  the  more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  Thanne  is  ther  a  large  Pyn,  in 
manor  of  an  extree,  that  goth  thorow 
the  hole,  that  halt  the  tables  of  the 
clymates  and  the  riet  in  the  wombe  of 

5  the  Moder,  thorw  which  Pyn  ther  goth 
a  litel  wegge  which  that  is  cleped  ^  the 
hors,'  that  streyneth  alle  thise  parties  to- 
hepe ;  this  forseide  gfrete  F^,  in  manor 
of  an  extree,  is  imagined  to  be  the  Pol 
lu  Artik  in  thyn  Astrolabie.  And  for  the 
more  declaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

15.  The  wombe-side  of  thyn  Astrolabie 
is  also  devyded  with  a  longe  croys  in 
foure  quarters  from  est  to  west,  fro  south 
to  north,  fro  right  syde  to  left  ^de,  as  is 

5  the  bak-syde.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cionn, lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  The  bordure  of  which  wombe-side 
is  devyded  fro  the  poynt  of  the  est  lyne 
un-to  the  poynt  of  the  south  lyne  under 
the  ring,  in  pu  degres ;  and  by  that  same 

5  proporcioun  is  every  quarter  devyded  as 
is  the  bak-syde,  that  amonteth  360  de- 
grees. And  understond  wel,  that  degrees 
of  this  bordure  ben  answering  and  con- 
sentrik  to  the  degrees  of  the  Equinozial, 

10  that  is  devyded  in  the  same  nombre  as 
every  othere  cerole  is  in  the  heye  hevene. 
This  same  bordure  is  devyded  also  with 
23  lettres  capitals  and  a  smal  croys  + 


above  the  south  lyne,  that  sheweth  the 
24  houres  equals  of  the  dokke ;  and,  as  15 
I  have  said,  5  of  thise  d^^ees  maken 
a  mile-wey,  and  3  mile-wey  maken  an 
houre.  And  every  degree  of  this  bordure 
conteneth  4  minutes,  and  every  minut 
60  secoundes  ;  now  have  I  told  thee  twye.  2t> 
And  for  the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

17.  The  plate  under  thy  riet  is  des- 
cryved  with  3  principal  cerdes ;  of  whicho 
the  leste  is  cleped  the  cercle  of  Cancer, 
by-oause  that  the  heved  of  Cancer  tumeth 
evermor  consentrik  up-on  the  same  5 
cercle.  In  this  heved  of  Cancer  is  the 
grettest  declinaoioun  northward  of  the 
Sonne.  And  ther-for  is  he  cleped  the 
Solsticioun  of  Somer;  whiche  declina- 
cioun,  aftur  Ptholome,  is  33  degrees  10 
and  50  minutes,  as  wel  in  Cancer  as  in 
Capricome.  This  signe  of  Cancer  is 
cleped  the  Tropik  of  Somer,  of  tropoe, 
that  is  to  seyn  *  agaynward  ; '  for  thanne 
by-ginneth  the  sonne  to  passe  fro  us-  15 
ward.  And  for  the  more  declaraoioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

The  middel  cercle  in  wydnesse,  of  thise 
3,  is  cleped  the  Cercle  Equinoxial ;  up-on 
whiche  tunieth    evermo    the    hedes    of  30 
Aries  and  Libra.    And  understond  wel, 
that  evermo  this  Cercle  Equinoxial  tum- 
eth justly  fro  verrey  est  to  verrey  west ; 
as  I  have  shewed  thee  in  the  spere  solide. 
This  same  cercle  is  cleped  also  the  Weyere,  35 
equator,  of  the  day  ;  for  whan  the  Sonne 
is  in  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra, 
than  ben  the  dayes  and  the  nightes  ilyke 
of  lengthe  in  al  the  world.     And  ther- 
fore  ben  thise   two    signes    called   the  30 
Equinoxies.  And  alle  that  moeveth  with- 
in the  hevedes  of  thise  Aries  and  Libra, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  north-ward ;   and 
alle  that  moeveth  with-oute  thise  hevedes, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  south-ward  as  fro  35 
the  equinoxial.     Tak  keep  of  thise  lati- 
tudes north  and  sowth,  and  forget  it  nat. 
By  this  Cercle  Equinoxial  ben  considered 
the  34  houres  of  the  dokke ;  for  everemo 
the  aiysing  of  15  degrees  of  the  equinoxial  40 
maketh  an  houre  equal  of  the  clokke. 
Thia  equinoxial  is  doped  the  girdel  of 
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the  firste  moeTing,  or  elles  of  the  angtUu$ 
prinU  moiua  vel  primi  vu>bUis.    And  noto, 

45  that  firste  moeving  is  cleped  'moeving' 
of  the  firste  moevable  of  the  8  spero, 
whiche  moeving  is  fro  est  to  "WMt,  and 
eft  agayn  in-to  est;  also  it  is  depid 
♦girdel'  of  the    first    moeving,    for   it 

50  departeth  the  firste  moevable,  that  is  to 

seyn,  the  spere,   in  two  ilyke   parties, 

evene-distantz  fro  the  poles  of  this  world. 

The  wydeste  of  thise  three  principal 

cercles  is  cleped  the  Cercle  of  Oapricome, 

55  by-cause  that  the  heved  of  Oaprioome 
tumeth  evermo  oonsentrik  np-on  the 
same  cerole.  In  the  heved  of  this  for- 
seide  Capricome  is  the  grettest  declinar 
cioun  southward  of  the  sonne,  and  ther- 

60  for  is  it  cleped  the  Solsticionn  of  Winter. 
This  signe  of  Capricome  is  also  doped 
the  Tropik  of  Winter,  for  thanne  bygin> 
neth  the  sonne  to  come  agayn  to  ns-ward. 
And  for  the  moi^e  deolaracioun,  lo  here 

65  thy  figure. 

18.  Upon  this  forseide  plate  ben  com- 
passed certein  cercles  that  highten  Al- 
micanteras,  of  which  som  of  hem  semen 
perfit  cercles,  and  somme  semen  inperfit. 

5  The  centre  that  standith  a^middes  the 
narwest  cercle  is  cleped  the  Senith  ;  and 
the  netherest  cercle,  or  the  firste  cercle, 
is  depid  the  Orisonte,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  cercle  that  devydeth  the  two  emi- 

ID  speries,  that  is,  the  partie  of  the  hevene 
arbove  the  erthe  and  the  partie  be-nethe. 
Thise  Almioanteras  ben  compowned  by 
two  and  two,  al-be-it  so  that  on  divers 
Astrolabies  some  Almioanteras  ben  de- 

15  vyded  by  oon,  and  some  by  two,  and 
somme  by  three,  after  the  qnantite  of  the 
Astrolabie.  This  forseide  senith  is  im- 
agened  to  ben  the  verrey  point  over  the 
crowne  of  thyn  heved ;    and  also  this 

20  senith  is  the  verrey  pool  of  the  orisonte 
in  every  regioun.  And  for  the  more 
declaradoun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

19.  From  this  senith,  as  it  semeth,  ther 
come  a  maner  crokede  strykes  lyke  to 
the  dawes  of  a  loppe,  or  elles  like  to  the 
work  of  a  womanes  calle,  in  kerving  over- 

5  thwart  the  AlmikanteraB.  And  thise 
same  strykes  or  divisiouns  ben  deped 


Azimuths.  And  they  devyden  the  ori- 
sonte of  thyn  Astrolabie  in  four  and 
twenty  devisiouns.  And  thise  Azimuts 
serven  to  knowe  the  oostes  of  the  firma-  10 
ment,  and  to  othre  conclusiouns,  as  for 
to  knowe  the  cenith  of  the  sonne  and  of 
every  sterre.  And  for  more  declaradoun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  Next  thise  azimutz,  under  the 
Cerde  of  Cancer,  ben  ther  twelve  de- 
visiouns embelif,  moche  like  to  the  shap 
of  the  azimutes,  that  shewen  the  spaces 
of  the  houres  of  planetes  ;  and  for  more  5 
declaradoun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  The  Biet  of  thyn  Astrolabie  with 
thy  zodiak,  shapen  in  maner  of  a  net 
or  of  a  loppe-webbe  after  the  olde  des- 
cripcioun,  which  thow  mayst  tornen  up 
and  doun  as  thy-sdf  lyketh,  conteneth  5 
certein  nombre  of  sterres  fixes,  with  hir 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determinat ;  yif 
so  be  that  the  makere  have  nat  erred. 
The  names  of  the  sterres  ben  writen  in 
the  margin  of  the  riet  ther  as  they  sitte  ;  10 
of  whiche  sterres  the  smale  poynt  is 
deped  the  Centre.  And  understond  also 
that  alle  sterres  sittinge  with-in  the 
zodiaJk    of  thyn   Astrolabie  ben  deped 

^  sterres  of  the  north,'  for  they  aiysen  15 
by  northe  the  est  13010.    And  alle  the 
remenant  fixed,  out  of  the  zodiak,  ben 
deped  '  sterres  of  the  south ; '  but  I  sey 
nat  that  they  arysen  alle  by  southe  the 
est  lyne ;    witnesse    on  Aldeberan   and  20 
AlgomeysA.    Generally  understond  this 
rewle,  that  thilke  sterres  that  ben  deped 
sterres  of  the  north  arysen  rather  than 
the  degree  of  hir  longitude,  and  alle  the 
sterres  of  the  south    arysen  after   the  25 
d^^ree  of  hir  longitude ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
sterres  fixed  in  thyn   Astrolabie.     The 
mesure  of  this  longitude  of  sterres  is 
taken  in  the  l3me  ecliptik  of  hevene, 
under  which  lyne,  whan  that  the  sonne  30 
and  the  mone  ben  lyne-right  or  dies  in 
the  snperfioe  of  this  lyne,  than  is  the 
edips  of  the  sonne  or  of  the  mone ;   as 
I  shal  declare,  and  oek  the  cause  why. 
But  sothly  the  Ecliptik   Lyne    of  thy  35 
zodiak  is  the  outtereste  bordure  of  thy 
zodiak,  ther  the  degrees  ben  marked. 
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Thy  ZIodiiik  of  thyn  Astrolabie  ia  shapen 
as  a  coxnpas  which  that  conteneth  a  large 

40  brede,  as  after  the  qnantite  of  thyn 
Astrolabie ;  in  ensample  that  the  zodiak 
in  hevene  is  imagened  to  ben  a  superfice 
contening  a  latitude  of  twelve  degrees, 
wheras  al  the  remenant  of  cercles  in  the 

45  hevene  ben  imagined  verrey  lynes  with- 
onte  eny  latitude.  Amiddes  this  celestial 
zodiak  ys  imagined  a  lyne,  which  that  is 
cleped  the  EcUptik  Lyne,  nnder  which 
lyne  is  evermo  the  wey  of  the  Sonne. 

50  Thns  ben  ther  six  degrees  of  the  zodiak 
on  that  oon  side  of  the  lyne,  and  six 
degrees  on  that  other.  This  zodiak  is 
devided  in  twelve  principal  devisionns, 
that  departen  the  twelve  signes.    And, 

55  for  the  streitnes  of  thin  Astrolabie,  than 
is  every  smal  devisioun  in  a  signe  de- 
partid  by  two  degrees  and  two ;  I  mene 
degrees  contening  sixty  minutes.  And 
this  forseide  hevenissh  zodiak  is  cleped 

60  the  Cercle  of  the  Signes,  or  the  Cercle 
of  the  Bestes ;  for  sodia  in  langage  of 
Greek  sowneth  *■  bestes '  in  Latin  tonge  ; 
and  in  the  zodiak  ben  the  twelve  signes 
that  han  names  of  bestes ;  or  elles,  for 

65  whan  the  sonne  entreth  in  any  of  the 
signes,  he  taketh  the  propretee  of  swich 
bestes ;  or  elles,  for  that  the  sterres  that 
ben  there  fixed  ben  disposed  in  signes  of 
bestes,  or  shape  like  bestes;    or  elles, 

70  whan  the  planetes  ben  under  thilke 
signes,  they  causen  us  by  hir  influence 
operaciouns  and  effectes  lyk  to  the  opera- 
ciouns  of  bestes.  And  understonde  also, 
that  whan  an  hot  planete  cometh  in-to 

75  an  hot  signe,  than  encresseth  his  hete ; 


and  yif  a  planete  be  cold,  thanne  amen- 
useth  his  coldnesse,  by-cause  of  the  hote 
signe.  And  by  this  conolusioun  maystow 
take  ensample  in  alle  the  signes,  be  they 
moist  or  diye,  or  moeble  or  fix ;  rekening  8i> 
the  qualitee  of  the  planete  as  I  first 
seide.  And  everich  of  thise  twelve  signes 
hath  respecte  to  a  oertein  parcelle  of  the 
body  of  a  man  and  hath  it  in  governance ; 
as  Aries  hath  thyn  heved,  and  Taurus  thy  85 
nekke  and  thy  throte,  Gemini  thyn 
armholes  and  thyn  armes,  and  so  forth  ; 
as  shal  be  shewed  more  pleyn  in  the  fifte 
partie  of  this  tretis.  ,  This  zodiak,  which 
that  is  part  of  the  eighte  spere,  over^  90 
kerveth  the  equinoxial ;  and  he  over- 
kerveth  him  again  in  cvene  parties ;  and 
that  on  half  declineth  southward,  and 
that  other  northward,  as  pleynly  de- 
clareth  the  tretis  of  the  spere.  And  for  95 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

22.  Thanne  hastow  a  label,  that  is 
schax)en  lyk  a  rewle,  save  that  it  is  streit 
and  hath  no  plates  on  either  ende  with 
holes ;  but,  with  the  smale  point  of  the 
forseide  label,  shaltow  calcule  thyne  5 
equaciouns  in  the  bordure  of  thin  Astro- 
labie, as  by  thyn  almury.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

23.  Thjm  Almury  is  cleped  the  Denticle 
of  Capricome,  or  elles  the  Calculer.  This 
same  Almury  sit  fix  in  the  heed  of  Capri- 
come, and  it  serveth  of  many  a  neces- 
sarie  conolusioun  in  equaciouns  of  thinges,  5 
as  shnl  be  shewed;  and  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

Here  endeth  the  deecripdon  of  i^ 
Astrolabie, 


PAET  II. 


Herb  BvaiirKKR  the  Conclusions  or 

THK   ASTBOLABIX. 

1.  To  J^nde  the  degree  in  tOiich  the  eorme  U 
day  by  day,  a^fter  hir  coura  a-ioute. 

Bekene  and  knowe  which  is  the  day 
of  thy  monthe ;  and  ley  thy  rewle  up 
that  same  day;  and  thanne  wol  the 
verray  point  of  thy  rewle  sitten  in  the 


bordure,  up-on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne.  5 
Ensample  as  thus  ;  the  yeer  of  oure  lord 
1391,  the  13  day  of  March  at  middny, 
I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
I  soughte  in  the  bak-half  of  myn  Astro- 
labie, and  fond  the  cercle  of  the  dayes,  10 
the  which  I  knowe  by  the  names  of  the 
monthes  writen  under  the  same  cercle. 
Tho  leide  I  my  rewle  over  this  forseide 
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day,  and  fond  the  i)oint  of  my  rewle  in 
15  the  bordnre  np-on  the  firste  degree  of 
Aries,  a  litel  with-in  the  degree;  and 
thns  knowe  I  this  conclusioan.  AnoUier 
day,  I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  my 
Sonne,  and  this  was  at  midday  in  the 
20  13  day  of  Decembre ;  I  fond  the  day  of 
tho  monthe  in  maner  as  I  seide ;  tho 
leide  I  my  rewle  np-on  this  forseide  13 
day,  and  fond  the  point  of  my  rewle  in 
the  bordnre  np-on  the  first  degree  of 
35  Capricome,  a  lite  with-in  the  degree ; 
and  than  hadde  I  of  this  oonclnsionn  the 
fnl  experience.  And  for  the  more  deolar- 
acioun,  lo  here  thy  fignre. 

2.  To  knowe  the  altUitde  of  the  aonne,  or 
o/othre  ceUatial  bodies. 

Pat  the  ring  of  thyn  Astrolabie  np^n 
thy  right  thonmbe,  and  tnme  thy  lift 
syde  agayn  the  light  of  the  sonne.  And 
remove  thy  rewle  up  and  dotin,  til  that 

5  the  stremes  of  the  sonne  shyne  thorgh 
bothe  holes  of  thy  rewle.  Loke  thanne 
how  many  degrees  thy  rewle  is  areised 
fro  the  litel  crois  np-on  thyn  est  line,  and 
tak  ther  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne.    And 

10  in  this  same  wyse  maistow  knowe  by 
nighte  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  or  of 
brighte  sterres.  This  chapitre  is  so  general 
ever  in  oon,  that  ther  nedith  no  more 
declaracion  ;  but  forget  it  nat.     And  for 

15  the  more  declari^cioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

8.  To  Icnowe  every  tyms  of  the  day  by  light 
of  the  sotine,  and  every  tyme  of  the  night 
by  the  Herres  flxe^  and  eke  to  knowe  by 
night  or  by  day  the  degree  of  any  signe 
that  assendeth  on  the  Est  Orisonte^  which 
that  is  cleped  communly  the  Aetendent, 
or  (Ues  Oruecupum, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  as  I  have  said ;  and  set  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  in  cas  that  it  be 
bysfom  the  middel  of  the  day,  among 
5  thyn  ahmkanteras  on  the  est  side  of  thyn 
Astrolabie ;  and  yif  it  be  after  the  middel 
of  the  day,  set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
ui)-on  the  west  side ;  tak  this  manere  of 
setting  for  a  general  rewle,  ones  for 
10  evere.      And  whan    thou  hast  set    the 


degree  of  thy  sonne  up  as  nuiny  almi- 
kanteras  of  heyghte  as  was  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  taken  by  thy  rewle,  ley  over 
thy  label,  up-on  the  degree  of  the  sonne  ; 
and  thanne  wol  the  point  of  thy  label  15 
sitten  in  the  bordure,  up-on  the  verrey 
tyd  of  the  day.     Ensample  as  thus  :  the 
yeer  of  oure   lord   1391,  the   u   day  of 
March,  I  wold  knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day. 
I  took  tho  altitude  of  my  sonne,   and  20 
fond  that  it  was  2$  degrees  and  30  of 
minutes  of  heyghte  in  the  bordure  on  the 
bak-syde.     Tho  tumede  I  myn  Astrola- 
bie,  and  by-cause  that  it  was  by-fom 
midday,  I  tumede  my  riet,  and  sette  the  25 
degree  of  the  sonne,  that  is  to  seyn,  t&e 
I  degree  of  Aries,  on  the  right  syde  of 
myn  Astrolabie,   up-on  that  35  degrees 
and  30  of  minutes  of  heyghte  among  myn 
almikanteras ;  tho  leide  I  my  label  up-on  3" 
the  degree  of  my  sonne,  and  fond  the 
poynte  of  my  label  in  the  bordure,  up-on 
a  capital  lettre  that  is  cleped  an  X ;  tho 
rekened  I  aUe  the  capitalles  lettres  fro 
the  lyne  of  midnight  un-to  this  forseide  35 
lettre  X,  and  fond  that  it  was  9  of  the 
dokke  of  the  day.    Tho  loked  I  down 
up-on  the  est  orisonte,  and  fond  there 
the  ao  degree    of    Geminis    assending; 
which  that  I  tok  for  myn    assendent.  4« 
And  in  this  wyse  hadde  I  the  experience 
for  ever-mo  in  which  maner  I  sholde 
knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day,  and  eek  myn 
assendent.     Tho  wolde  I  wite  the  same 
night  folwing  the  hour  of  the  night,  and  45 
wroughte  in  this  wyse.     Among  an  heep 
of  sterris  fixe,  it  lyked  me  for  to  take  the 
altitude  of  the  feire  white  sterre  that  is 
cleped  Alhabor ;  and  fond  hir  sitting  on 
the  west  side  of  the  lyne  of   midday,  50 
f  18  degres  of  heighte  taken  by  my  rewle 
on  the  bak-syde.     Tho  setto  I  tho  centre 
of  this  Alhabor  up-on  fiS  degrees  among 
myn  almikanteras,  up-on  the  west  syde  ; 
by-cause  that  she  was  founden  on  the  55 
west  syde.    Tho  leide  I  my  label  over 
the  degree  of  the  sonne  that  was  de- 
scended under  the  weste  orisonte,  and 
rikened  alle  the  lettres  capitals  fro  the 
lyne  of  midday  un-to  the  point  of  my  60 
label  in  the  bordure:  and  fond  that  it 
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was  passed  f  8  of  the  clokke  the  space  of 
■j  a  decrees.  Tho  loked  I  doun  np-on  myn 
est  orisonte,  and  fond  ther  +23  degrees  of 

65  Libra  assending,  whom  I  tok  for  myn 
assendent ;  and  thus  lemed  I  to  knowe 
ones  for  ever  in  which  manere  I  shnld 
come  to  the  hoore  of  the  night  and  to 
myn  assendent ;   as  verreyly  as  may  be 

70  taken  by  so  smal  an  instrument.  But 
natheles,  in  general,  wolde  I  wame  thee 
for  evere,  ne  mak  thee  nevere  bold  to 
have  take  a  just  ascendent  by  thyn 
Astrolabie,  or  elles  to  have  set  justly 

75  a  clokke,  whan  any  celestial  body  by 
which  that  thow  wenest  govemo  thilke 
thinges  ben  ney  the  south  lyne  ;  for  trust 
wel,  whan  that  the  Sonne  is  ney  the 
meridional  lyne,  the  degree  of  the  sonne 

80  renneth  so  longe  oonsentrik  np-on  the 
almikanteras,  that  sothly  thou  shalt  erre 
fro  the  just  assendent.  The  same  con- 
dnsioon  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  any  sterre 
fix  by  night ;  and  more-over,  by  experi- 

85  ence,  I  wot  wel  that  in  core  orisonte, 
from  II  of  the  clokke  nn-to  oon  of  the 
clokke,  in  taking  of  a  jnst  assendent  in 
a  portatif  Astrolabie,  hit  is  to  hard  to 
knowe.     I  mene,  from  11  of  the  clokke 

i;o  bifom  the  honre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the 
clokke  next  folwing.  And  for  the  more 
dedaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

4.  Special  dedaracion  of  the  €utendent 

The  assendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  alle 
nativitez  as  in  questiouns  and  eleccionns 
of  tymes,  is  a  thing  which  that  thise 
astrologiens  gretly  observen ;  wher-fore 

5  me  semeth  convenient,  sin  that  I  speke 
of  the  assendent,  to  make  of  it  special 
dedaracionn.  The  assendent  sothly,  to 
take  it  at  the  largeste,  is  thilke  degree 
that  assendeth  at  any  of  thise  forseide 

10  tymes  upon  the  est  orisonte ;  and  there- 
for, yif  that  any  planet  assende  at  that 
same  tyme  in  thilke  for-seide  'f- degree  of 
his  longitude,  men  seyn  that  thilke 
planete  is  in  horoecopo.    But  sothly,  the 

15  hous  of  the  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  firste  hous  or  the  est  angle,  is  a  thing 
more  brood  and  large.  For  after  the 
statutz  of  astrologiens,  what  celestial  body 


that  is  5  degres  above  thilk  degree  that 
assendeth,  or  with-in  that  noumbre,  that  20 
is  to  aeyUy  nere  the  degree  that  assendeth, 
yit  rikne  they  thilke  planet  in  the  as- 
sendent.  And  what  planete  that  is  under 
thilke  degree  that  assendith  the  space 
of  'j-25  degrees,  yit  seyn  they  that  thilke  25 
planete  is  lyk  to  him  that  is  in  the  hous 
of  the  assendent ;  but  sothly,  yif  he  passe 
the  bondes  of  thise  forseide  spaces,  above 
or  bynethe,  they  seyn  that  the  planete  is 
faUling  fro  the  assendent.    Tit  sein  thise  30 
astrologiens,  that  the  assendent,  and  eke 
the  lord  of  tiie  assendent,  may  be  shapen 
for  to  be  fortunat  or  infortunat,  as  thus  : 
a  fortunat  assendent  clepen  they  whan 
that  no  wikkid  planete,  as  Satume  or  35 
Mars,  or  elles  the  Tail  of  the  Dragoun, 
is  in  the  hous  of  the  assendent,  ne  that 
no  wikked  planete  have  non  aspecte  of 
enemite  up-on  the  assendent ;  but  they 
wol    caste   that   they  have   a   fortunat  40 
planete  in  hir  assendent  and  yit  in  his 
felicitee,  and  than  sey  they  that  it  is  wel. 
Forther-over,  they  seyn  that  the  infor- 
tuning  of  an  assendent  is  the  contrarie 
of  thise  forseide  thinges     The  lord  of  45 
the  assendent.  sey  they,  that  he  is  for- 
tunat, whan  he  is  in  good  place  fro  the 
assendent  as  in  angle  ;  or  in  a  succedont, 
where-as  he  is  in  his  dignit-ee  and  con- 
forted  with  frendly  aspectes  of  planetes  50 
and  wel  resceived,  and  eek  that  he  may 
seen  the  assendent,  and  that  he  be  nat 
retrograd  ne  combust,  ne  joigned  with 
no  shrewe  in  the  same  signs ;  ne  that  he 
be  nat  in  his  descencioun.  ne  joigned  with  55 
no  planete  in  his  discencioun,  ne  have 
up-on  him  non  aspecte  infortunat ;  and 
than  sey  they  that  he  Is  weL    Natheles, 
thise  ben  observauncez  of  judicial  matiere 
and  rytes  of  payens,  in  which  my  spirit  60 
ne  hath  no  feith,  ne  no  knowing  of  hir 
horoecopum;   for  they  seyn  that  every 
signe  is  departed  in  3  evene  parties  by 
10  degrees,  and  thilke  porcioun  they  depe 
a  Face.    And  al-thogh  that   a  planete  65 
have  a  latitude  fro  the  ediptik,  yit  sey 
some  folk,  so  that  the  planete  aryse  in 
that  same  signe  with  any  degree  of  the 
forseide  face  in  which  his  longitude  is 
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70  rakned,  that  yit  is  the  phmete  in  hofxh 
tcopo,  be  it  in  nativite  or  in  eleccioon,  &o. 
And  for  the  more  declaraoionn,  lo  here 
the  fiffore. 

6.  To  Jtnotoe  the  verrey  equacioun  of  the 
degree  of  the  aonne^  yif  so  he  that  it  faUe 
bu^wixe  thyn  Almikanteraa, 

For  as  moohe  as  the  almikanteraa  in 
thyn  Astrolabie  been  oomponned  by  two 
and  two,  where-as  some  almikanteras  in 
gondry  Astrolabies  ben  componned  by 
5  oon  and  oon,  or  elles  by  two  and  two, 
it  is  necessarie  to  thy  leming  to  teche 
thee  first  to  knowe  and  worke  with  th}m 
owno  instmment.  Wher-for,  whan  that 
the  degree  of  thy  Sonne  falleth  by-twixe 

10  two  almikanteras,  or  elles  yif  thyn  almi- 
kanteras ben  graven  with  over  grot 
a  point  of  a  compas,  (for  bothe  thiso 
thinges  may  cansen  erronr  as  wel  in 
knowing  of  the  tyd  of  the  day  as  of  the 

15  verrey  assendent),  thou  most  werken 
in  this  wyse.  Set  the  degree  of  thy 
Sonne  np-on  the  heyer  almikanteras 
of  bothe,  and  waite  wel  wher  as  thin 
almnry  toacheth  the  bordnre,  and  set 

ao  ther  a  prikke  of  inke.  Set  donn 
agayn  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  np-on 
the  nethere  almikanteras  of  bothe,  and 
set  ther  another  prikke.  Bemewe  thanne 
thjna  almnry  in  the  bordure  evene  amid- 

^5  des  bothe  prikkes,  and  this  wol  lede 
justly  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  to  sitte 
by-twixe  bothe  almikanteras  in  his  right 
place.  Ley  thanne  thy  label  over  the 
degree  of  thy  sonne;    and  find  in  the 

30  bordnre  the  verrey  tyde  of  the  day  or  of 
the  night.  And  as  verreyly  shaltow 
finde  up-on  thyn  est  orisonte  thyn  assen- 
dent. And  for  more  declaradoun,  lo 
here  thy  figure. 

6.  To  knowe  the  epring  of  the  dawing  and 
the  ende  of  the  evening,  the  which  ben 
called  the  two  creptuctdia : 
Set  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  np-on  t8 
degrees  of  heighte  among  thyn  almikan- 
teras on  the  west  syde,  and  ley  thy  label 
on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne,  and  thanne 
5  shal  the  poynt  of  thy  label  schewe  the 
spring  of  day.    Also  set  the  nadir  of  thy 


Sonne  niM>n  18  degrees  of  heighte  a-mong 
thyn  almikanteras  on  the  est  side,  and 
ley  over  thy  label  np-on  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne,  and  with  the  point  of  thy  label  10 
find  in  the  bordnre  the  ende  of  the 
evening,  that  is,  verrey  night.  The  nadir 
of  the  Sonne  is  thilke  degree  that  is 
opposit  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  in  the 
seventhe  signe,  as  thns:  every  degree  15 
of  Aries  by  ordre  is  nadir  to  every  degree 
of  Libra  by  ordre ;  and  Tanms  to  Scor- 
pion ;  Gemini  to  Sagittare ;  Cancer  to 
Capricome ;  Leo  to  Aqnarie ;  Virgo  to 
Pisces ;  and  yif  any  degree  in  thy  sodiak  20 
be  dirk,  his  nadir  shal  declare  him.  And 
for  the  more  deolaraoionn,  lo  here  thy 
fignre. 

7.  To  knowe  the  arch  of  the  day,  that  tome 
folk  caUen  the  day  arUfidal,  from  the 
ionne  aryeing  til  hit  go  to  rede. 

Set  the  degiee  of  thy  sonne  np-on  thyn 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the 
degree  of  the  sonnei  and  at  the  pojmt 
of  thy  label  in  the  bordure  set  a  prikke. 
Turn  thanne   thy  net   abonte   til    the  5 
degree  of  the  sonne  sit  np-on  the  west 
orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label   np-on    the 
same  degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the 
point  of  thy  label  set  a-nother  prikke. 
Bekne  thanne  the  qnantitee  of  tyme  in  10 
the  bordure  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and 
tak  ther  thyn  ark  of  the  day.    The  reme- 
nant  of  the  bordnre  imder  the  orisonte  is 
the  ark  of  the  night.     Thus   maistow 
rekne  bothe  arches,  or    every  poroion,  15 
of  whether  that  thee  lyketh.    And  by 
this  manere  of  wyrking  maistow  see  how 
longe  that  any  sterre  fix  dwelleth  a-bove 
the  erthe,  fro  tyme  that  he  ryseth  til  he 
go  to  reste.    But  the  day  natural,  that  20 
is  to  seyn  34  houres,  is  the  revolucioun  of 
the  equinoxial  with  as  moche  partie  of 
the  Bodiak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propre 
moevinge  passeth   in  the  mene  whyle. 
And  for  the  more  declaradoun,  lo  here  35 
thy  figure. 

8L  To  turn  the  houree  in-eqttalet  in  houres 

equalee, 
Knowe  the  nombre  of  the  degrees  in 
the  houres  in-eqnales,  and  def>arte  hem 
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by  15,  and  tak  ther  thyn  hoaxes  eqnales. 
And  for  the  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here 
5  thy  figure. 

9.  To  knowe  the  quantUee  of  the  day  vuU 

gare^  that  U  to  teyen^  from  spring  of  the 

day  tin-to  verrey  night. 

Know  the  qnontltee  of  thy  crepnacolis, 

OS  I  have  tanght  in  the  ohapitre  bUfonif 

and  adde  hem  to  the  arch  of  thy  day 

artificial ;  and  tak  ther  the  space  of  alle 

5  the  hole  day  vulgar,  nn-to  verrey  night. 

The  same   manere   maystow  worke,  to 

knowe  the  qnantitee  of  the  vulgar  night. 

And  for  the  more  dedaraoioun,  lo  here 

the  figure. 

10.  To  knowe  the  qyanUte  of  hourte 

inequalee  by  day. 

Utiderstond  wel,  that  thise  houres  in- 

equales  ben  cleped  houres  of  planetes, 

and  understond  wel  that  som-tyme  ben 

they  lengere  by  day  than  by  night,  and 

5  som-tyme  the  contrarie.  But  understond 
wel,  that  evermo,  genoraly,  the  hour  in- 
equal  of  the  day  with  the  houre  in-equal 
of  the  night  contenen  30  degrees  of  the 
bordure,    whiche    bordure    is    ever-mo 

10  answering  to  the  degrees  of  the  equi- 
nozial ;  wher-for  depurte  the  arch  of  the 
day  artificial  in  12,  and  tak  ther  the 
quantitee  of  the  houre  in-equal  by  day. 
And  yif  thow  abate  the  quantitee  of  the 

15  houre  in-equal  by  daye  out  of  30,  than 
sbal  the  remenant  that  leveth  performe 
the  houre  inequal  by  night.  And  for 
the  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

11.  To  knotoe  tTte  quanitte  cf  houres  equalea. 
The  quantitee  of  honres  equales,  that 
is  to  seyn,  the  houres  of  the  dokke,  ben 
departed  by  15  degrees  al-redy  in  the 
bordiue  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  wel  by 

5  night  as  by  day,  generaly  for  evere. 
Whatnedethjnoredeclaraoioun?  Wher- 
for,  whan  thee  list  to  know  how  manye 
homes  of  the  dokke  ben  passed,  or  any 
part  of  any  of  thise  honres  that  ben 

10  passed,  or  elles  how  many  houres  or 
partie  of  honres  ben  to  come,  fro  swich 
a  tyme  to  swich  a  tyme,  by  day  or  by 
nighte,  knowe  the  degree  of  thy  Sonne, 


and  ley  thy  label  on  it ;  tume  thy  riet 
abonte  joyntly  with  thy  labd,  and  with  15 
the  point  of  it  rekne  in  the  bordure  fro 
the  Sonne  aryse  un-to  the  same  place 
ther  thou  desirest,  by  day  as  by  nighte. 
This  oondusionn  wol  I  declare  in  the 
laste  chapitre  of  the  4  partie  of  this  tretis  30 
so  openly,  that  ther  shal  lakke  no  words 
that  nedeth  to  the  deohuuoioun.  And 
for  the  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here  the 
figure. 

12.  Special  dedarachun  of  the  houree 
ofplanetes. 

Understond  wel,  that  evere-<no,  ftro  the 
arysing  of  the  sonne  til  it  go  to  rests,  the 
nadir  of  the  sonne  shal  shewe  the  houre 
of  the  planete,  and  fro  that  tyme  forward 
al  the  night  til  the  sonne  aryse ;  than  5 
shal  the  verrey  degree  of  the  sonne  shewe 
the  houre  of  the  planete.    Ensample  as 
thus.    The  13  daj  of  March  fil  up-on  a 
Saterday  per  aventure,  and,  at  the  aris- 
ing of  the  sonne,  I  fond  the  secounde  10 
degree  of  Aries  sitting  ni>-on  myn  est 
orisonte,  al-b»-it  that  it  was  bat  lite; 
than  fond  I  the  2  degree  of  Libra,  nadir 
of  my  Sonne,  dessending  on  my  west 
orisonte,  up-on  which  west  orisonte  every  15 
day  generally,  at  the  sonne  ariste,  entreth 
the  houre  of  any  plamete,  after  which 
planete  the  day  bereth  his  name ;  and 
endeth  in  the  nexte  stryk  of  the  plate 
under  the  forseide  west  orisonte ;    and  30 
evere,  as  the  sonne  dimbeth  uppere  and 
uppere,  so  goth  his  nadir  dounere  and 
dounere,  teching  by  swich  strykes  the 
houres  of  planetes  by  ordre  as  they  sitten 
in  the  hevene.    The  first  houre  inequal  35 
of  every  Satterday  is  to  Satume ;   and 
the  secounde,  to  Jupiter ;  the  3,  to  Mars ; 
the  4,  to  the  Sonne ;  the  5,  to  Venus ;  the 
6,  to  Meronrius ;  the  7,  to  the  Mone  ;  and 
thanne  agayn,  the  8  is  to  Satume ;  the  9,  30 
to  Jupiter ;  the  10,  to  Mars ;  the  1 1,  to 
the  Sonne;  the  xa,  to  Venus;  and  now 
is  my  Sonne  gon  to  reste  as  for  that 
Setterday.    Thanne  sheweth  the  verrey 
deg^e  of  the  sonne  the  houre  of  Mercuric  35 
entring  under  my  west  orisonte  at  eve ; 
and  next  him  suocedeth  the  Mone ;  and  so 
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forth  by  ordre,  planete  after  planete,  in 
honre  after  houre,  al  the  nightlonge  til  the 

40  Sonne  aryse.  Now  ryseth  the  sonne  that 
Sonday  by  the  morwe ;  and  the  nadir  of 
the  Sonne,  up-on  the  west  orieonte, 
sheweth  me  the  entring  of  the  honre  of 
the  forseide  sonne.    And  in  this  maner 

45  saccedeth  planete  under  planete,  fro 
Satnme  nn-to  the  Mone,  and  fro  the 
Mone  np  a-gayn  to  Satnme,  honre  aft«r 
honre  generaly.  And  thns  knowe  I  this 
conclnsionn.    And  for  the  more  deolara- 

50  oioon,  lo  here  the  figure. 

18.  To  knotce  the  altitude  of  the  eorme  in 
nUddea  of  the  day,  that  ie  eloped  the 
altitude  meridian. 

Set  the  degree  of  the  sonne  np-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikene  how  many 
degrees  of  almikuiteras  ben  by-twixe 
thyn  est  orisonte  and  the  degree  of  the 
5  sonne.  And  tak  ther  thyn  altitude 
meridian ;  this  is  to  seyne,  the  heyest  of 
the  sonne  as  for  that  day.  So  maystow 
knowe  in  the  same  lyne,  the  heyest 
conrs  that  any  sterre  fix  climbeth  by 
10  night ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  whan  any 
sterre  fix  is  passed  the  lyne  meridional, 
than  by-ginneth  it  to  descende,  and  so 
doth  the  sonne.  And  for  the  more 
dedaraoionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  To  knowe  the  degree  of  the  tonne  hy 
thy  riet,  for  a  maner  curioeitee,  d'c 

Sek  bysily  with  thy  rewle  the  heyest 
of  the  sonne  in  midde  of  the  day ;  tume 
thanne  thyn  Astrolabie,  and  with  a 
prikke  of  ink  marke  the  nombre  of  that 
5  same  altitude  in  the  lyne  meridional. 
Tume  thanne  thy  riet  aboute  til  thou 
fynde  a  degree  of  thy  aodiak  aoording 
with  the  prikke,  this  is  to  seyn,  sittinge 
on  the  prikke ;  and  in  sooth,  thou  shalt 

10  finde  but  two  degrees  in  al  the  sodiak 
of  that  condicionn ;  and  yit  thilke  two 
degrees  ben  in  diverse  f>ignes;  than 
maistow  lightly  by  the  seeoun  of  the  yere 
knowe  the  signe  in  whiche  that  is  the 

15  sonne.  And  for  the  more  dedaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 


16.  To  know  which  day  ia  lyk  to  which  day 
aa  of  Ungthe,  dc, 
Loke  whiche  degrees  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro 
the  hevedes  of  Cancer  and  Capricorn ; 
and  lok,  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  of 
thilke  degrees,  than  ben  the  dayes  y-lyke 
of  lengthe.  This  is  to  seyn,  that  as  long  5 
IB  that  day  in  that  monthe,  as  was  swich 
a  day  in  swich  a  month ;  ther  varieth 
but  lite.  Also,  yif  thou  take  two  dayes 
naturaly  in  the  yeer  y-lyke  fer  fro  eyther 
pointe  of  the  equinoxial  in  the  opposit  10 
parties,  than  as  long  is  the  day  artificial 
of  that  on  day  as  is  the  night  of  that 
othere,  and  the  contrarie.  And  for  the 
more  dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  This  chapUre  ia  a  maner  dedaracioun 

to  concluaiouna  that  folwen, 
Understond  wd   that   thy  zodiak    ia 
departid  in  two  halfe  cercles,  as  fro  the 
heved  of  Caprioome  un-to  the  heved  of 
Cancer ;  and  agaynward  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  un-to  the  heved  of  Capricorne.  5 
The  heved  of  Capricorne  is  the  lowest 
point,  wher-as  the  sonne  goth  in  winter ; 
and  the  heved  of  Cancer  is  the  heyest 
point,  in  whiche  the  sonne  goth  in  somer. 
And  ther-for  understond  wd,  that  any  10 
two  degrees  that  ben  y-lj'ke  fer  fro  any 
of   thise  two  hevedes,   truste  wel  that 
thilke  two  degrees  ben  of  y-lyke  decli- 
nacionn,  be  it  southward  or  northward  ; 
and  the   dayes   of  hem  ben  y-lyke  of  15 
lengthe,  and  the  nightes  also;  and  the 
shadwes  y-lyke,  and  the  altitudes  y-lyke 
at  midday   for    evere.     And    for    more 
dedaradoun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

17.  To  knowe  the  verrey  degree  of  any 
maner  derre  atraunge  or  unatraunge  after 
hia  XongHtudje^  though  he  be  indeterminat 
in  thyn  Aatrolabie  ;  aothly  to  the  trowlhe, 
thua  he  ahal  be  knowe. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  this  sterre  whan  he 
is  on  the  est  side  of  the  lyne  meridional, 
as  ney  as  thou  mayst  gesse;  and  tak 
an  assendent  a-non  right  by  som  maner 
sterre  fix  which  that  thou  knowest ;  and  5 
for-get  nat  the  altitude  of  the  finite  sterre, 
ne  thyn  assendent.  And  whan  that  this 
is  don,  espye  diligently  whan  this  same 
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firste  sterre  passeth  any-thing  the  south 

10  westward,  and  hath  him  a-non  right  in 
the  same  notunhre  of  altitude  on  the 
west  side  of  this  lyne  meridional  as  he 
was  caught  on  the  est  side ;  and  tak 
a  newe  assendent  a-non  right  hy  som 

15  maner  sterre  fixe  which  that  thou  know- 
est;  and  for-get  nat  this  secounde  as- 
sendentk  And  whan  that  this  is  don, 
rikne  thanne  how  manye  degrees  hen 
hy-twixe   the   firste  assendent  and  the 

20  seconde  assendent,  and  rikne  wel  the 
middel  degree  by-twene  hothe  assenden  tes, 
and  set  thilke  middel  degree  up-on  thin 
est  orisonte;  and  waite  thanne  what 
degree  that   sit  up-on    the   lyne  meri- 

25  dional,  and  tak  ther  the  verrey  degree 
of  the  eoliptik  in  which  the  sterre  stond- 
eth  for  the  tyme.  For  in  the  ecliptik 
is  the  longitude  of  a  celestial  body 
rekened,  evene  fro  the  heved  of  Aries 

30  un-to  the  ende  of  Pisces.  And  his  latitude 
is  rikned  after  the  quantitee  of  his  decli- 
nacion,  north  or  south  to-warde  the 
poles  of  this  world ;  as  thus.  Yif  it  be 
of  the  Sonne  or  of  any  fix  sterre,  rekene 

35  his  latitude  or  his  declinacioun  fro  the 
equinoxial  cercle ;  and  yif  it  be  of  a 
planete,  rekne  than  the  quantitee  of  his 
latitude  fro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  Al-be-it 
so  that  fro  the  equinoxial  may  the  decli- 

40  nacion  or  the  latitude  of  any  body  celes- 
tial be  rikned,  after  the  site  north  or 
south,  and  after  the  quantitee  of  his  de- 
olinacion.  And  right  so  may  the  latitude 
or  the  dedinacion  of  any  body  celestial, 

45  save  only  of  the  sonne,  after  his  site 
north  or  south,  and  after  the  quantitee 
of  his  declinacioun,  be  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne ;  &o  which  lyne  alle  planetes 
som  tjrme  declynen  north  or  south,  save 

50  only  the  for-seide  sonne.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

18.  To  knotoe  the  degrees  of  the  longitudes 
o//txe  sterres  after  that  they  hen  dMer- 
minat  in  thin  Astrolabie,  yif  so  be  that 
they  ben  trewHy  set. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  tak  keep  of  thy 
zodiak,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any  signe 


that  sit  on  the  same  lyne  meridional  at 
that  same  tyme,  and  tak  the  degree  in  5 
which  the  sterre  standeth ;  and  with 
that  same  degree  comth  that  same  sterre 
un-to  that  same  lyne  fro  the  orisonte. 
And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure.  10 

19.  To  knovsewith  which  degree cf  the  eodiak 
any  sterre  fixe  in  thyn  Astrolabie  aryseth 
up-on  the  est  orisonte^  al4hogh  his  dwell- 
ing be  in  a^nother  signe. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
est  orisonte,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any 
signe  that  sit  up-on  the  same  orisonte  at 
that  same  tyme.  And  understond  wel, 
that  with  that  same  degree  aryseth  that  5 
same  sterre ;  and  this  merveyllous  aiysing 
with  a  strajage  degree  in  another  signe 
is  by-cause  that  the  latitude  of  the  sterre 
fix  is  either  north  or  south  fro  the  equi- 
noxial. But  sothly,  the  latitudes  of  10 
planetes  ben  comimly  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik,  bi-cause  that  non  of  hem  de- 
clineth  but  fowe  degrees  out  fro  the  brede 
of  the  Eodiak.  And  tak  good  keep  of 
this  chapitre  of  arysing  of  the  celestial  15 
bodies ;  for  truste  wel,  that  neyther  mone 
ne  sterre  as  in  oure  embelif  orisonte 
aryseth  with  that  same  degree  of  his 
longritude,  save  in  00  cas;  and  that  is, 
whan  they  have  no  latitude  fro  the  20 
ecliptik  lyne.  But  natheles,  som  tyme 
is  everiche  of  thise  planetes  under  the 
same  lyne.  And  for  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  ToknowethedecUncKiounof  any  degree 
in  the  zodiak  fro  the  equinoxial  cerde^  d:c. 

Set  the  degree  of  any  signe  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikne  his  altitude 
in  almikanteras  fro  the  est  orizonte  up 
to  the  same  degree  set  in  the  forseido 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  up  5 
thanne  thy  riet,  and  set  the  hoved  of 
Aries  or  Libra  in  the  same  meridional 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a-nother  prikke.  And 
whan  that  this  is  don,  considere  the 
altitudes  of  hem  bothe ;  for  sothly  the  10 
difference  of  thilke  altitudes  is  the  decll- 
nacion  of  thilke  degree  fro  the  equinoxial. 
And  yif  so  be  that  thilke  degree  be  north- 
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"Ward  fro  the  eqoinozial,    thAn    is    his 
15  deolinacion  north ;  yif  it  bo  soathward, 
than  is  it  south.    And    for   the    more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  To  knotoe  for  vhat  latitude  in  any 
reffUmn  the  almikanteras  of  any  table 
ben  eompouned. 

Bikne  how  manye  degrees  of  almikan- 
teras,  in  the  meridional  lyne,  be  fro  the 
oercle  oqninoxial  on-to  the  senith ;  or 
©lies  fro  the  pool  artik  nn-to  the  north 
5  orisonte  ;  and  for  so  gret  a  latitude  or  for 
so  smal  a  latitude  is  the  table  compooned. 
And  for  more  declaraoion,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

22.  To  knotee  in  BpedfU  the  laiiiude  cf 
oure  countray^  I  mene  afier  the  latitude 
cfOxet^ford,  and  the  heighte  qfourepol 

Understond  wel,  that  as  fer  is  the  heved 
of  Aries  or  Libra  in  the  equinoxial  from 
ouro  orisonte  as  is  the  senith  from  the  pole 
artik ;  and  as  hey  is  the  pol  artik  fro  the 
5  orisontef  as  the  eqninozial  is  fer  fro  the 
senith.  I  prove  it  thus  by  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford.  Understond  wel,  that  the 
heyghte  of  oure  pool  artik  fro  oure  north 
orisonto  is  51  degrees  and  50  minutes ; 

to  than  is  the  senith  from  oure  pool  artik 
38  degrees  and  10  minutes ;  than  is  the 
equinoxial  from  oure  senith  51  degrees 
and  50  minutes ;  than  is  ouro  south 
orisonte  from  oure  equinoxial  38  degrees 

15  and  10  minutes.  Understond  wel  this 
rekning.  Also  for>get  nat  that  the  senith 
is  90  degrees  of  heyghte  fro  the  orisonte, 
and  oure  equinoxial  is  90  degrees  from 
oure  pool  artik.    Also  this  shorte  rewle 

so  is  soth,  that  the  latitude  of  any  place  in 
a  regioun  is  the  distance  fro  the  senith 
unto  the  equinoxial  And  for  more 
declaxacioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  To  prove  evidently  the  latitude  of  any 
place  in  a  regioun^  by  the  preve  of  the 
heyghte  of  the  pol  artik  in  that  tame 
place. 

In  some  winters  night,  whan  the  fir- 
mament isclere  and  thikke-sterred,  waite 
a  tyme  til  that  any  sterre  fix  sit  lyne-right 
perpendiouler    over  the  pol  artik,  and 
5  clepe  that  sterre  A.    And  wayte  a-nother 


sterre  that  sit  lyne-right  under  A,  and 
under  the  pol,  and  clepe  that  sterre  F. 
And  understond  wel,  that  F  is  nat  con- 
sidered but  only  to  declare  that  A  sit 
evene  overs  the  pool.    Tak  thanne  a-non  10 
right  the  altitude  of  A  from  the  orisonte, 
and  forget  it  nat.     Lat  A  and  F  go  farwel 
til  agayns  the  dawening  a  gret  whyle ; 
and  come  thanne  agayn,  and  abyd  til 
that  A  is  evene  under  the  pol  and  under  15 
F ;  for  Bothly,  than  wol  F  sitte  over  the 
pool,  and  A  wol  sitte  tmder  the  pool. 
Tak  than  efb-sones  the  altitude  of  A  from 
the  orisonte,  and  note  as  wel  his  seoounde 
altitude  as  his  flrste  altitude  ;  and  whan  20 
that  this  is  don,  rikne  how  manye  degrees 
that  the  flrste  altitude  of  A  excedeth 
his  seoonde  altitude,  and  tak  half  thilke 
porcioun  that  is  exceded,  and  adde  it  to 
his  seconde  altitude ;   and  tak  ther  the  25 
elevacioun    of  thy  pool,    and    eke    the 
latitude  of  thy  regioun.     For  thise  two 
ben  of  a  nombre ;   this  is  to  seyn,  as 
many  degrees  as  thy  pool  is  elevat,  so 
michel  is  the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  30 
Ensample  as  thus :    par  aventuro,   the 
altitude  of  A  in  the  evening  is  56  degrees 
of  heyghte.    Than  wol  his  seconde  altitude 
or  the  dawing  be  48 ;  that  is  8  lasse  than 
$6^  that  was  his  flrste  altitude  at  even.  35 
Take  thanne  the  half  of  8,  and  adde  it  to 
48,  that  was  his  seconde  altitude,  and 
than  hastow  5a.  Now  hastow  the  heyghte 
of  thy  pol,  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  understond  wel,  that  to  prove  this  4(> 
conclusionn  and  many  a-nother  fJEtir  con- 
clusioun,  thou  most  have  a  plomct  hang- 
ing on  a  lyne  heyer  than  thin  heved 
on   a   perche ;    and   thilke    lyne    mot 
hange  evene  perpendiouler  by-twixe  the  45 
pool  and  thyn  eye  ;  and  thanne  shaltow 
seen  yif  A  sitte  evene  over  the  pool  and 
over  F  at  evene ;   and  also  yi£  F  sitte 
evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A  or  dc^. 
And  fur  more  declaraoion,  lo  here  thy  50 
figure. 

24.  Another  oonduaioun  to  prove  the  heyghte 
ef  the  pool  artik  f^  the  orieonte. 

Tak  any  sterre  fixe  that  nevere  dis- 
sendeth  under  the  orisonte    in    thilke 
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regioim,  and  oonsidere  his  heyest  altitude 
and  his  lowest  altitude  fro  the  orisonte  ; 
5  and  make  a  nombre  of  bothe  thise  alti- 
tudes. Tak  thanne  and  abate  half  that 
nombre,  and  tak  ther  the  elevaoionn  of 
the  pol  artik  in  that  same  reg^onn.  And 
for  more  declaraoionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

25.  A-nother  conclwioun  to  prow  the 
latitude  of  the  regioun^  <€-c. 

Understond  wel  that  the  latitude  of 
any  place  in  a  re^oun  is  verreyly  the 
space  by-twixe  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  and  the  equinoxial  cerkle, 
5  north  or  southe,  taking  the  mesnre  in 
the  meridional  lyne,  as-  sheweth  in  the 
almikanteras  of  thyn  Astrolabie.  And 
thilke  space  is  as  moche  as  the  pool  artik 
is  hey  in  the  same  place  fro  the  orisonte. 

10  And  than  is  the  depressioun  of  the  pol 
antartik,  that  is  to  seyn,  than  is  the  pol 
antartik  by-nethe  the  orisonte,  the  same 
quantite  of  space,  neither  more  ne  lasse. 
Thanne,  yif  thow  desire  to  knowe  this 

15  latitude  of  the  regioun,  tak  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  in  the  middel  of  the  day, 
whan  the  sonne  is  in  the  hevedes  of 
Aries  or  of  Libra;  (for  thanne  moeveth 
the  Sonne  in  the  lyne  equinoxial);  and 

ao  abate  the  nombre  of  that  same  sonnes 
altitude  out  of  90,  and  thanne  is  the 
remenaunt  of  the  noumbre  that  leveth 
the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  As  thus : 
I  suppose  that  the  sonne  is  thilke  day 

25  at  noon  58  degrees  and  10  minutes  of 
heyghte.  Abate  thanne  thise  degrees  and 
minutes  out  of  90;  so  leveth  there  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  the  latitude. 
I  sey  nat  this  but  for  ensample ;  for  wel 

30  I  wot  the  latitude  of  Oxenforde  is  certein 
minutes  lasse,  as  I  mighte  prove.  Now 
yif  so  be  that  thee  semeth  to  long  a  tary- 
inge,  to  al^yde  til  that  the  sonne  be  in 
the  hevedes  of  Aries  or  of  Libra,  thanne 

35  waite  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  other 
degree  of  the  sodiak,  and  considere  the 
degree  of  his  declinacion  fro  the  equi- 
noxieU.  lyne ;  and  yif  it  so  be  that  the 
sonnes  declinacion  be  northward  fro  the 

40  equinoxial,  abate  thanne  fro  the  sonnes 
altitude  at  noon  the  nombre  of  his  de- 


clinacion, and  thanne  hasto^  the  heyghte 
of  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra.  As 
thus :  my  sonne  is,  par  aventure,  in  the 
f  firste  degree  of  Leoun,  f  58  degrees  and  45 
10  minutes  of  heyght«  at  noon  and  his 
declinacion  is  almost  -1-90  degrees  north- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial;  abate  thanne 
thUke  fao  degrees  of  declinacion  out 
of  the  altitude  at  noon,  than  leveth  thee  51) 
38  degrees  and  odde  minutes  ;  lo  ther  the 
heved  of  Aries  or  Libra,  and  thyn  equi- 
noxial in  that  regioun.  Also  yif  so  bo 
that  the  sonnes  dedinacioun  be  south- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial,  adde  thanne  55 
thilke  declinacion  to  the  altitude  of  the 
Sonne  at  noon  ;  and  tak  ther  the  hevedes 
of  Aries  and  Libra,  and  thyn  equinoxiaL 
Abate  thanne  the  heyghte  of  the  equi- 
noxial out  of  90  degrees,  and  thanne  60 
leveth  there  the  distans  of  the  pole,  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  of  that  regioun 
fro  the  equinoxial.  Or  elles,  yif  thee 
lest,  take  the  heyest  altitude  fro  the 
equinoxial  of  any  sterre  fix  that  thou  65 
knowest,  and  tak  his  netkere  elongacioun 
lengthing  fro  the  same  equinoxial  lyne, 
and  wirke  in  the  manor  forseid.  And 
for  more  declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  Dedaracioun  of  the  aaeensioun  of 
signes^  dtc 

The  excellence  of  the  spere  solide, 
amonges  other  noble  condusiouns,  shew- 
eth manifesto  the  diverse  assenoiouns 
of  signes  in  diverse  places,  as  wel  in  tlie 
righte  cercle  as  in  the  embelif  cercle.  5 
Thise  auctours  wrjrten  that  thilke  signe 
is  cleped  of  right  ascensioun,  with  which 
more  part  of  the  cercle  equinoxial  and 
lasse  Tpaxt  of  the  sodiak  ascendeth ;  and 
thilke  signe  assendeth  embelif,  with  10 
whiche  lasse  part  of  the  equinoxial  and 
more  part  of  the  zodiak  assendeth. 
Ferther-over  they  seyn«  that  in  thilke 
cuntrey  where  as  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  is  in  the  equinoxial  lyne,  15 
and  her  orisonte  passing  by  the  poles 
of  this  worlde,  thilke  folke  han  this  right 
cercle  and  the  right  orisonte ;  and  evere- 
mo  the  arch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
night  i9  ther  y-like  long,  and  the  sonne  20 
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twyea  every  yeer  x>^^^^S^  thoxow  the 
senith  of  her  heved ;  and  two  soxnez^s 
and  two  winteres  in  a  yeer  han  this 
forseide  poeple.    And  the  almlkanteras 

as  in  her  Astrolabiee  ben  streighte  as  a  lyne, 
so  as  sheweth  in  this  figure.  The  utilite 
to  knowe  the  assencionns  in  the  righte 
cerole  is  this :  tmste  wel  that  by  media- 
cionn  of  thilke  anencionns  thise  astro- 

30  logiens,  by  hir  tables  and  hir  instm- 
mentz,  knowen  verreyly  the  assencioun 
of  every  degree  and  minnt  in  aX  the  ssodiak, 
as  shal  bo  shewed.  And  nota^  that  this 
forseid   righte    orisonte,  that   is  cleped 

35  orimm  rectum^  divydeth  the  eqninoxial 
in-to  right  angles ;  and  the  embelif  ori- 
sonte, wher-as  the  pol  is  enhansed  np-on 
the  orisonte,  overkerveth  the  eqninoxial 
in  embelif  angles,  as  sheweth  in  the  figure. 

40  And  for  the  more  deolaracionn,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

27.  Tki«  it  the  concluaioun  to  knowe  the 
assenciouna  of  signes  in  the  right  cerde, 
that  is,  circulua  directua^  Ac 

Set  the  heved  of  what  signs  thee  Ilste 
to  knowe  his  assending  in  the  right  cercle 
np-on  the  lyne  meridional ;  and  waite 
wher  thyn  iJmury  toucheth  the  bordure, 
5  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  thanne  thy 
riet  westward  til  that  the  ende  of  the 
forseide  signe  sitte  up-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  and  eft-sones  waite  wher  thyn 
almury  toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set 

ID  ther  another  prikke.  Bikne  thanne  the 
nombre  of  degrees  in  the  bordure  by- 
twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  the  assen- 
cionn  of  the  signe  in  the  right  cercle. 
And    thus  maystow  wyrke  with   every 

15  porcioun  of  thy  zoditik,  &c.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  To  knowe  the  OMencioru  of  signet  in  the 
embelif  cercle  in  every  regioun^  I  mene, 
in  cirrulo  obliquo. 

Set  the  heved  of  the  signe  which  as 
thee  list  to  knowe  his  ascensioun  up-on 
the  est  orisonte,  imd  waite  wher  thyn 
almury  toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set 
5  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  thanne  thy  riet 
upward  til  that  the  ende  pf  the  same 


signe  sitte  np-on  the  est  orisonte,  and 
waite  eft-sones  wher  as  thyn  almury 
toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set  ther 
a-nother  prikke.  Bikne  thanne  the  10 
noumbre  of  degrees  in  the  bordure  by- 
twize  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  ther  the 
assencionn  of  the  signe  in  the  embelif 
oerde.  And  understond  wel,  that  alle 
signes  in  thy  sodiak,  fro  the  heved  of  15 
Aries  unto  the  ende  of  Virgo,  ben  cleped 
signes  of  the  north  fro  the  equinoxial ; 
and  these  signes  arysen  by-twixe  the 
verrey  est  and  the  verrey  north  in  oure 
orisonte  generaly  for  evere.  And  alle  20 
signes  fro  the  heved  of  Libra  un-to  the 
ende  of  Pisces  ben  cleped  signes  of  the 
south  fro  the  equinoxial ;  and  thise  signes 
arysen  ever-mo  by-twixe  the  verrey  est 
and  the  verrey  south  in  oure  orisonte.  ^5 
Also  every  signe  by-twtxe  the  heved  of 
Oapricome  nn-to  the  ende  of  Q^minis 
aryseth  on  oure  orisonte  in  lasse  than  two 
houres  equales;  and  thise  same  signes, 
fro  the  heved  of  Capricome  un-to  the  30 
ende  of  Geminis,  ben  cleped  'tortuos 
signes '  or  '  croked  signes,'  for  they  arisen 
embelif  on  oure  orisonte  ;  and  thise  cro- 
kede  signes  ben  obedient  to  the  signes 
that  ben  of  right  assencioun.  The  signes  35 
of  right  assencioun  ben  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  to  the  fende  of  Sagittare;  and 
thise  signes  arysen  more  upright,  and  they 
ben  called  eke  sovereyn  signes;  and 
everich  of  hem  aiyseth  in  more  space  40 
than  in  two  houres.  Of  which  signes, 
Gemini  obeyeth  to  Cancer;  and  Taurus 
to  Leo ;  Aries  to  Virgo  ;  Pisces  to  Libra ; 
Aquarius  to  Scorpioun  ;  and  Capricome 
to  Sagittare.  And  thus  ever-mo  two  45 
signes,  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  the  heved 
of  Capricome,  obeyen  everich  of  hem  til 
other.  And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

29.  To  knowe  Juttly  the  foure  quarters  of 
the  toorld^  as  eat^  weat^  north,  and  aoioth. 

Take  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  and  note  wel  the  quarter  of  the 
world  in  which  the  sonne  is  for  the  tyme 
by  the  aadmutz.  Tume  thanne  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  degree  of  the  5 
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Sonne  in  the  almiJkanterM  of  his  altitude, 
on  thiike  ride  that  the  aonne  fltant,  as  ia 
the  manere  in  taking  of  hoiires ;  and  ley 
thy  label  on  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  and 

10  rikene  how  many  degrees  of  the  hordnre 
ben  by-twixe  the  lyne  meridional  and  the 
point  of  thy  label;  and  note  wel  that 
noombre.  Tame  thanne  a^gayn  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  point  of  thy  gret 

15  rewle,  ther  thou  takest  thyne  altitudes, 
up-on  as  many  degrees  in  his  bordore  fro 
his  meridional  as  was  the  point  of  thy 
label  fro  the  lyne  meridional  on  the 
wombe-^yde.    Tak    thanne   thyn  Astro- 

20  lable  with  bothe  handes  sadly  and  slely, 
and  lat  the  sonne  shyne  thorow  bothe 
holes  of  thy  rewle ;  and  sleyly,  in  thiike 
shyninge,  lat  thyn  Astrolabie  oonoh  adonn 
eyene  np-on  a  smothe  grond,  and  thanne 

35  wol  the  verrey  lyne  meridional  of  thyn 
Astrolabie  lye  evene  south,  and  the  est 
lyne  wole  lye  est,  and  the  west  lyne  west, 
and  north  lyne  north,  so  that  thou  werke 
softly  and  avisely  in  the  couching ;  and 

50  thus  hastow  the  4  quarters  of  the  firma- 
ment. And  for  the  more  deolaracioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

80.  To  kruwe  the  aUUude  of  planetes  fro 
the  wey  of  the  aotmSf  whether  so  (hey  be 
north  or  eovth  fro  the  foreeide  wey, 

Lok  whan  that  a  planete  is  in  the  lyne 
meridional,  yif  that  hir  altitude  be  of  the 
same  heyghte  that  is  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne  for  that  day,  and  than  is  the  planete 
5  in  the  yerrey  wey  of  the  sonne,  and  hath 
no  latitude.  And  yif  the  altitude  of  the 
planete  be  heyere  than  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne,  than  is  the  planete  north  fro  the 
wey  of  the  sonne  swich  a  quantite  of  lati- 

10  tude  as  sheweth  hy  thyn  almikanteras. 
And  yif  the  altitude  of  the  planete  be  lasse 
than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  thanne  is 
the  planete  south  fro  the  wey  of  the  sonne 
swich  a  quantite  of  latitude  as  sheweth 

15  by  thyn  almikanteras.  This  is  to  seyn, 
fro  the  wey  wher-as  the  sonne  wente 
thiike  day,  but  nat  from,  the  wey  of  the 
sonne  in  every  place  of  the  sodiak.  And 
for  the  more  deelaraeioun,  lo  here  the 

20  figure. 


81.  To  knowe  the  eeniat  of  the  aryeing  of 
the  tormet  this  is  to  seyn,  the  parlie  of  the 
orieonte  in  which  that  the  mmne  arj^eth. 

Thou  most  first  considere  that  the 
sonne  aryseth  nat  al-wey  verrey  est,  but 
some  tjrme  by  north  the  est,  and  som 
tyme  by  southe  the  est.  Sothly,  the  sonne 
aryseth  never-mo  verrey  est  in  ouro  ori-  5 
sonte,  but  he  be  in  the  heved  of  Aries  or 
Libra.  Now  is  thyn  orisonte  departed  in 
34  parties  by  thy  azimutz,  in  significacion 
of  24  parties  of  the  world ;  al-be-it  so 
that  shipmen  rikno  thiike  partiez  in  32.  10 
Thanne  is  ther  no  more  but  waite  in 
which  azimut  that  thy  sonne  entreth  at 
his  arysing ;  and  take  ther  the  senith  of 
the  arysing  of  the  sonne.  The  manere  of 
the  devisioun  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  this  ;  15 
I  mene,  as  in  this  cas.  First  is  it  derided 
in  4  plages  principals  with  the  lyne  that 
goth  from  est  to  west,  and  than  with 
a-nother  lyne  that  goth  fro  south  to  north. 
Than  is  it  devided  in  smale  jMurtiez  of  30 
azimutz,  as  est,  and  est  by  southe,  whereas 
is  thefirste  azimut  above  the  est  lyne  ;  and 
so  forth,  fro  partie  to  partie,  til  that  thou 
come  agayn  un-to  the  est  lyne.  Thus 
maistow  understond  also  the  senith  of  35 
any  sterre,  in  which  partie  he  ryseth, 
&o.  And  for  the  more  deolaracion,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

82.  To  knowe  in  which  partie  of  the  firma- 

ment M  the  conjunccioun. 

Oonsidere  the  tyme  of  the  conjunccion 
by  thy  kalender,  as  thus ;  lok  how  many 
houres  thiike  conjunccion  is  fro  the  mid- 
day of  the  day  precedent,  as  sheweth  by 
the  oanoun  of  thy  kalender.  Rikne  5 
thanne  thiike  nombre  of  houres  in  the 
bordure  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  thou  art 
wont  to  do  in  knowing  of  the  houres  of 
the  day  or  of  the  night ;  and  ley  thy  label 
over  the  degree  of  the  sonne ;  and  thanne  10 
wol  the  point  of  thy  label  sitte  up-on  the 
hour  of  the  conjunccion.  Loke  thanne  in 
which  azimut  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
sitteth,  and  in  that  partie  of  the  firma- 
ment is  the  conjunccioun.  And  for  the  15 
more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
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88.  To  Jcnowe  the  9enUh  of  the  aUUude  of 
ihetonne^  Ac 

This  is  no  more  to  seyn  bnt  any  tyme 
of  the  day  tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  ; 
and  hy  the  azixnat  in  which  he  stondeth, 
mayston  seen  in  which  partie  of  the  fir- 

5  mament  he  is.  And  in  the  same  wyse 
mayston  seen,  by  the  night,  of  any  sterre, 
whether  the  sterre  sitte  est  or  west  or 
north,  or  any  partie  by-twene,  after  the 
name  of  the  asdmnt  in  which  is  the  sterre. 

lo  And  for  the  more  deolaracioon,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

84.  To  knowe  sothly  the  degree  of  the 
longitude  qf  the  nume^  or  of  any  planete 
th<U  hath  no  latitude  for  the  tyme  fro  the 
eeliptik  lyne. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
rikne  thyn  altitude  np  among  thyne  al- 
mikanteras  on  which  syde  that  the  mone 
stande;  and  set  there  a  prikke.  Tak 
5  thenne  anon-right,  np-on  the  mones  syde, 
the  altitude  of  any  sterre  fix  which  that 
thou  knowest,  and  set  his  centre  up-on 
his  altitude  among  thyn  almikanteras 
ther  the  sterre  is  fonnde.     Waite  thanne 

lo  which  degree  of  the  zodiak  toncheth  the 
prikke  of  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
tak  ther  the  degree  in  which  the  mone 
standeth.  This  conclusioun  is  verrey 
sooth,  yif  the  sterres  in  thyn  Astrolabie 

15  stonden  after  the  trowthe :  of  comnne, 
bretis  of  Astrolabie  ne  make  non  excep- 
cionn  whether  the  mone  have  latitude,  or 
non  ;  ne  on  whether  syde  of  the  mone  the 
altitude  of  the  sterre  fix  be  taken.    And 

so  nota,  that  yif  the  mone  shewe  himself  by 
light  of  day,  than  maystow  wyrke  this 
same  conclusioun  by  the  sonne,  as  wel  as 
by  the  fix  sterre.  And  for  the  more  de* 
claracioon,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

85.  This  it  the  foorkinge  of  the  conduHoun^ 
to  knowe  yif  that  any  planete  he  directe 
or  retrograde. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  any  sterre  that  is 

cleped  a  planete,  and  note  it  weL     And 

tak  eek  anon  the  altitude  of  any  sterre 

fix  that  thou  knowest,  and  note  it  wel 

5  also.     Come  thanne  agayn  the  thridde  or 


the  ferthe  night  next  folwing ;  for  thanne 
shaltow  aperceyre  wel  the  moeving  of 
a  planete,  whether  so  he  moeve  forth  ward 
or  bakward.     Awaite  wel  thanne  whan 
that  thy  sterre  fix  is  in  the  same  altitude  10 
that  she  was  whan  thou  toke  hir  firste 
altitude  ;  and  tak  than  eftsones  the  alti- 
tude of  the  forseide  planete,  and  note  it 
weL     For  trust  wel,  yif  so  be  that  the 
planete  be  on  the  right  syde  of  the  meri-  15 
dional  lyne,  so  that  his  seconde  altitude 
be  laase  than    his    firste    altitude    was, 
thanne  is  the  planete  directe.    And  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde  in  that  condicion, 
thanne  is  he  retrograd.    And  yif  so  be  ao 
that  this  planete  be  up-on  the  est  syde 
whan  his  altitude  is  taken,  so  that  his 
seoounde  altitude  be  more  than  his  firste 
altitude,  thanne  is  he  retrograde,  and  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde,  than  is  he  directe.  ^5 
But  the  oontrarie  of  thise  parties  is  of  the 
cours  of  the  mone  ;  for  sothly,  the  mone 
moeveth  the  contrarie  from  othere  plan- 
etes  as  in  hir  episide,  but  in  non  other 
manere..    And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  3<> 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

86.  The  conclueiouns  of  equaciount  oj 
hotteeBy  after  the  AHrolabiey  dc 

Set  the  by-ginning  of  the  degree  that 
assendeth  up-on  the  ende  of  the  8  houre 
inequal;  thanne  wol  the  by-ginning  of 
the  2  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night.. Remeve  thanne  the  degree  that  5 
assendeth,  and  set  him  on  the  ende  of  the 
10  hour  inequal ;  and  Uianne  wol  tJie 
byginning  of  the  3  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
midnight  lyne.  Bring  up  agayn  the  same 
degree  that  assendeth  first,  and  set  him  10 
ui>-on  the  orisonte ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
beginning  of  the  4  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
lyne  of  midnight.  Tak  thanne  the  nadir 
of  the  degree  i^at  first  assendeth,  and 
set  him  on  the  ende  of  the  2  houre  15 
inequal ;  and  thanne  wol  the  beginning 
of  the  5  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night ;  set  thanne  the  nadir  of  the  assen- 
dent  on  the  ende  of  the  4  houre,  than  wol 
the  beginning  of  the  6  house  sitte  on  the  20 
midnight  lyne.  The  banning  of  the 
7  hous  is  nadir  of  the  aasendent,  and 
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the  begfinning  of  the  8  hoas  ia  nadir  of 
the  2  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the  9  hous  is 

35  nadir  of  the  3  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hous  is  the  nadir  of  the  4  ;  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  II  hoas  is  nadir  of  the  5 ; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  12  hous  is  nadir 
of  the  6.    And  for  the  more  declaracion, 

30  lo  here  the  figure. 

87.  A-nother  manere  of  equaciouns  of 
houses  by  the  Astroldbie. 

Tak  thyn  assendent,  and  thanne  hastow 
thy  4  angles  ;  for  wel  thou  wost  that  the 
opposit  of  thyn  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
thy  beginning  of  the  7  hous,  sit  up-on  the 
5  west  orizonte  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hous  sit  up-on  the  lyne  meridional; 
and  his  opposit  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Thanne  ley  thy  label  over  the 
degree  that  assendeth,  and  rekne  fro  the 
10  i)oint  of  thy  label  alle  the  degrees  in  the 
bordure,  til  thou  come  to  the  meridional 
lyne  ;  and  departe  alle  thilke  degrees  in 

3  evene  parties,  and  take  the  evene 
equacion  of  3  ;    for  ley  thy  label  over 

15  everich  of  3  parties,  and  than  maistow 
see  by  thy  label  in  which  degree  of  the 
asodiak  [is]  the  beginning  of  everich  of 
thise  same  houses  fro  the  assendent : 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  beginning  of  the 

30  I J  house  next  above  thyn  assendent ;  and 
thanne  the  beginning  of  the  1 1  house ; 
and  thanne  the  10,  up-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  as  I  first  seide.  The  same  wyse 
wirke  thou  fro  the  assendent  doun  to  the 

3$  lyne  of  midnight ;  and  thanne  thus 
hastow  other  3  houses,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  beginning  of  the  3,  and  the  3,  and  the 

4  houses ;  thanne  is  the  nadir  of  thise 
3  houses  the  beginning  of  the  3  houses 

30  that  folwen.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

88.  To  Jinde  the  lyne  merydional  to  dwelle 
fix  in  any  certein  place. 

Tak  a  rond  plate  of  metal ;  for  warping, 
the  brodere  the  bettre ;  and  make  ther- 
upon  a  just  compas,  a  lite  with-in  the 
bordure ;  and  ley  this  ronde  plate  up-on 
5  an  evene  grond,  or  on  an  evene  ston,  or 
on  an  evene  stok  fix  in  the  gronde ;  and 


ley  it  even  by  a  level.    And  in  centre  of 
the  compas  stike  an  evene  pin  or  a  wyr 
upright;  the  smallere  tlie  betero.      Set 
thy  pin  by  a  plom-rewle  evene  upright ;  10 
and  let  this   pin    be  no   lengere    than 
a  quarter  of  the  diametre  of  thy  compas, 
fro  the  centre.    And  waite  bisily  aboute 
10  or  II  of  the  clokke ;   and  whan  the 
Sonne  shyneth,  whan  the  shadwe  of  the  15 
pin  entreth  any-thing  with-in  the  cercle 
of  thy  plate  an  heer-mele,  and  mark  ther 
a  prikke  with  inke.    Abyde  thanne  stille 
waiting  on  the  Sonne  after  i  of  the  clokke, 
til  that  the  schadwe  of  the  wyr  or  of  the  ^o 
pin  passe  ony-thing  out  of  the  cercle  of 
the  compas,  be  it  never  so  lyte  ;  and  set 
ther  a-nother  prikke  of  inke.    Take  than 
a  compas,  and  mesure  evene  the  middel 
by-twixe  bothe  prikkes ;  and  set  ther  a  ^5 
prikke.     Take  thanne  a  rewle,  and  draw 
astryke,  evene  a-lyne  fro  the  pin  un-to 
the  middel  prikke ;  and  tak  ther  thy  lyne 
meridional  for  evere-mo,  as  in  that  same 
place.    And  yif  thow  drawe  a  cros-lyne  30 
over-thwart  the  compas,  justly  over  the 
lyne  meridional,  than  hastow  est   and 
west  and  south  ;  and,  jtar  consequence, 
than  the  nadir  of  the  south  lyne  is  the 
north  lyne.    And  for  more  deolaracioun,  35 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

89.  Descripcion  of  the  meridional  lyne^  of 
longitudes^  and  latitudes  of  citees  and 
townesfrom  on  to  a-nother  of  clymatz. 

This  lyne  meridional  is  but  a  maner 
descripcion  of  lyne  imagined,  that  passeth 
upon  the  poles  of  this  world  and  by  the 
senith  of  cure  heved.  And  hit  is  y-cleped 
the  lyne  meridional ;  for  in  what  place  5 
that  any  maner  man  is  at  any  tyme  of 
the  yeer,  whan  that  the  sonne  by  moeving 
of  the  firmament  cometh  to  his  verrey 
meridian  place,  than  is  hit  verrey  midday, 
that  we  depen  cure  noon,  as  to  thilke  10 
man  ;  and  therfore  is  it  cleped  the  lyne 
of  midday.  And  noto,  for  evermo,  of 
2  citees  or  of  a  tounes,  of  whiche  that  o 
toun  aprocheth  more  toward  the  est  than 
doth  that  other  toun,  truste  wel  that  15 
thilke  tounes  han  diverse  meridians. 
Nota  also,  that  the  arch  of  the  equinoxial, 
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that  is  oonteyned  or  bounded  by-twuce  the 
3  meridians,  is  cleped  the  longitude  of 

20  the  toan.  And  jif  so  be  that  two  toones 
have  y-lyke  meridian,  or  oon  meridian, 
than  is  the  distance  of  hem  bothe  y-lyke 
fer  fro  the  est ;  and  the  oontrarie.  And 
in  this  manere  they  channge  nat  her 

^5  meridian,  but  sothly  they  channgen  her 
olmikanteras ;  for  the  euhanslng  of  the 
pool  and  the  distance  of  the  sonne.  The 
longitude  of  a  olymat  is  a  lyne  imagined 
fro  est  to  west,  y-lyke  distant  by-twene 

30  them  alle.  The  latitude  of  a  elymat  is  a 
lyne  imagined  from  north  to  south  the 
space  of  the  erthe,  fro  the  byginning  of 
the  firste  cljrmat  unto  the  Terrey  ende  of 
the  same  climat,  evene  dlreote  agayns 

35  the  pole  artik.  Thus  sejni  some  anotourS; 
and  somme  of  hem  s^yn  that  yif  men 
depen  the  latitude,  thay  mene  tiie  arch 
meridian  that  is  contiened  or  intercept 
by-twixe  the  senith  and  the  equinoxiaL 

40  Thanne  sey  they  that  the  distaunce  fro 
the  equinoxial  unto  the  ende  of  a  elymat, 
evene  ngayns  the  pole  artyk,  is  the  lati- 
tude of  a  dymat  for  sothe.  And  for 
more  deolaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

40.  To  knofce  toith  tchich  degree  of  the 
zodiak  thai,  any  pUmete  €uaendith  on  the 
oritfonte^  wheih^  so  Viat  hie  latitude  be 
north  or  eouth. 

Knowe  by  thyn  almenak  the  degree  of 
the  ecliptik  of  any  signe  in  which  that 
the  planete  is  rekned  for  to  be,  and  that 
is  cleped  the  degree  of  his  longitude;  and 

5  knowe  also  the  degree  of  his  latitude  fro 
the  ecli{)tik,  north  or  south.  And  by 
thise  samples  folwinge  in  special,  may- 
stow  wirke  f  for  sothe  in  every  signe  of 
the  zodiak.    The  degree  of  the  longitude, 

10  par  aventure,  of  Venus  or  of  another 
planete,  was  6  of  Caprioome,  and  the 
latitude  of  him  was  northward  2  degrees 
fro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  I  tok  a  subtil  com- 
pas,  and  cleped  that  oon  poynt  of  my 

15  compas  A,  and  that  oUier  poynt  F.  Than 
tok  I  the  i>oint  of  A,  and  set  it  in  the 
ecliptik  lyne  evene  in  my  Bodiak,  in  the 
degree  of  the  longitude  of  Venus,  that  is 
to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  of  Oapxioome; 


and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  upward  20 
in  the  same  signe,  bycause  that  the  lati- 
tude was  north,  up-on  the  latitude  of 
Venus,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  iro 
the  heved  of  Capricorne  ;  and  thus  have 
I  3  degrees  by-twixe  my  two  prikkes.  25 
Than  leide  I  doun  softely  my  comx>as, 
and  sette  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  tho  tok  I  and  wexede 
my  label  In  maner  of  a  peyre  tables  to 
resceyve  distinctly  the  prikkes    of  my  30 
compas.    Tho  tok  I  this  forseide  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  over  the  degree  of  my 
longitude ;  tho  tok  I  up  my  compas,  and 
sette  the  point  of  A  in  the  wez  on  my 
label,  as  evene  as  I  ooude  geese  over  the  ^ 
ecliptik  lyne,  in  the  ende  of  the  longi- 
tude ;  and  sette  the  i>oint  of  F  endlang 
in  my  label  up-on  the  space  of  the  lati- 
tude, inwarde  and  over  the  sodiak,  that 
is  to  seyn,  north-ward  fro  the  ecliptik.  40 
Than  leide  I  doun  my  compas,  and  lokede 
wel  in  the  wey  upon  the  prikke  of  A  and 
of  F ;  tho  turned  I  my  riet  til  that  the 
prikke  of  F  sat  up-on  the  orisonte ;  than 
saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of  Venus,  in  hir  45 
latitude    of    2   degrees    septentrionalis, 
assended,  in  the  ende  of  the  6  degree, 
in  the  heved  of  Caprioome.     And  nota, 
that  in  the  same  maner  maistow  wirke 
with  any  latitude  septentrional  in  alle  50 
l^es ;  but  sothly  the  latitude  meridional 
of  a  planete  in  Caprioome  may  not  be 
take,  by-oause  of  the  litel  space  by-twixe 
the  ecliptik  and  the  bordure  of  the  Astro- 
labie ;  but  sothly,  in  alle  other  signes  it  55 
may. 

Also  the  degree,  par  aventure,  of  Jupi- 
ter or  of  a-nother  planete,  was  in  the 
first  degree  of  Pisces  in  longitude,  and 
his  latitude  was  3  degrees  meridional ;  60 
tho  tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  sette  it  in 
the  firste  degree  of  Pisces  on  the  ecliptik, 
and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  doun- 
ward  in  the  same  signe,  by-oause  that  the 
latitude  was  south  3  degrees,  that  is  to  65 
seyn,  fro  the  heved  of  Pisces ;  and  thus 
have  I  3  degrees  by-twixe  bothe  prikkee ; 
thanne  sette  I  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte.  Tho  tok  I  my  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  upon  the  degree  of  the  70 
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lon{(itnde ;  tho  sette  I  the  point  of  A  on 
my  liibel,  evene  over  the  ecliptik  lyne,  in 
the  ende  evene  of  the  d^ree  of  the  longi- 
tude, and  sette  the  point  of  F  endlang  in 

75  my  label  the  space  fof  3  degrees  of  the 
latitnde  fro  the  sodiak,  this  is  to  seyn, 
floathward  fro  the  ecliptik,  toward  the 
bordnre ;  and  tamed  my  riet  til  the 
prikke    of  F   sat    niM>n  the    orisonte; 

80  thanne  saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of 
Jupiter,  in  his  latitude  of  3  degrees 
meridional,  ascended  witli  14  degrees  of 
Pisces  in  horoacopo.  And  in  this  maner 
maistow  wirko  with  any  latitude  meri- 

K5  dional,  as  I  first  seide,  save  in  Capricome. 
And  yif  thou  wolt  pleye  this  craft  with 


the  atysing  of  the  mone,  loke  thou  rekno 
wel  hir  cours  houre  by  houre ;  for  she  ne 
dwelleth  nat  in  a  degree  of  hir  longitude 
but  a  litel  whyle,  as  thou  wel  knowest ;  9*^ 
but  natheles,  yif  thou  rekne  hir  verreye 
moeving  by  thy  tables  houre  after  houre, 
fthou  shalt  do  wel  y-'uow. 

Explicit  tradatua  d6  ConcluMonSbut  Astro- 
lahii,  compilatus  per  Qa^fridttm  Chau- 
dera  ad  FUium  auum  Lodexoicum^ 
scolnrem  tune  temporis  Oxonie^  ae  auh 
tutela  Ulitta  nobiliasimi  phtloiophi  M<v- 
gistri  N.  Strode,  etc 

i»        «        «        *        ♦        *        * 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PROPOSITIONa 


41.  Umbra  Beeta, 

'  Yif  it  so  be  that  thou  wilt  werke  by 
umbra  recta,  and  thou  may  oome  to  the 
bos  of  the  toure,  in  this  maner  thou 
schalt  werke.  Tak  the  altitude  of  the 
5  tour  by  bothe  holes,  sp  that  thy  xewle 
ligge  even  in  a  poynt.  Ensample  as 
thus  :  I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  4 ; 
than  mete  I  the  space  be-tween  me  and 
the  tour,  and  I  finde  it  ao  feet ;   than 

10  be*holde  I  how  4  is  to  u,  right  so  is  the 
space  betwixe  thee  and  the  tour  to  the 
altitude  of  the  tour.  For  4  is  the  thridde 
part  of  12,  so  is  the  space  be-tween  thee 
and  the  tour  the  thridde  part  of  the 

15  altitude  of  the  tour ;  than  thiyes  30  feet 
is  the  heyghte  of  the  tour,  with  adding  of 
thyn  owne  persone  to  thyn  eye.  And 
this  rewle  is  so  general  in  uwhra  redo, 
fro  the  poynt  of  oon  to  12.    And  yif  thy 

20  rewle  falle  upon  5,  than  is  5  la-partyes  of 
the  heyght  the  space  be-tween  thee  and 
the  toure;  with  adding  of  thyn  owne 
heyght. 

42.  Umbra  Verta. 

Another  maner  of  werkinge,  hyvmbra 
vermi.    Yif  so  be  that  thou  may  nat  come 


to  the  has  of  the  tour,  I  see  him  thorw 
the  nombre  of  1  ;  I  sette  ther  a  prikke  at 
my  fot-e ;  than  go  I  necr  to  the  tour,  and  5 
I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  a,  and 
there  I  sette  a-nother  prikke;  and  I 
beholde  how  i  hath  him  to  la,  and  ther 
finde  I  that  it  hath  him  twelfe  sythes; 
than  beholde  I  how  2  hath  him  to  la,  and  10 
thou  shalt  finde  it  sexe sythes;  than  thou 
shalt  finde  that  as  la  above  6  is  the 
numbre  of  6,  right  so  is  the  space 
between  thy  two  prikkes  the  space  of  6 
tymes  thyn  altitude.  And  note,  that  at  15 
the  ferste  altitude  of  1,  thou  settest  a 
prikke ;  and  afterward,  whan  thou  seest 
him  at  a,  ther  thou  settest  an-other 
prikke ;  than  thou  flndest  between  two 
prikkys  60  feet;  than  thou  shalt  finde  a<> 
that  10  is  the  6-party  of  601.  And  then  is 
10  feet  the  altitude  of  the  tour.  For 
other  poyntis,  yif  it  fiUe  in  whbra  verta, 
as  thus  :  I  sette  caas  it  fill  upon  fa,  and 
at  the  secunde  upon  f3  ;  than  schalt  thou  2$ 
finde  that  a  is  6  partyes  of  12 ;  and  3  is  4 
partyes  of  la;  than  passeth  6  4,  by 
nombre  of  a  ;  so  is  the  space  between  two 
prikkes  twyes  the  heyghte  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  the  differena  were  thryes,  than  yt 
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slialde  it  be  three  tymes ;  and  thiuB  mayst 
thon  werke  fro  2  to  i j  ;  and  yif  it  be  4,  4 
tymes ;  or  5,  5  tymes ;  etaic  de  ceteris. 

48.  Umbra  Recta, 

An-other  maner  of -wyrking  be  umbra 
recta.  Tif  it  so  be  that  thon  mayst  nat 
come  to  the  baas  of  the  toar,  in  this 
maner  thon  schalt  werke.  Sette  thy  rewle 

5  npon  I  till  thon  see  the  altitnde,  and 
sette  at  thy  foot  a  prikke.  Than  sette 
thy  rewle  npon  2,  and  beholde  what  is 
the  differenso  be-tween  i  and  2,  and  thon 
shalt  finde  that  it  is  i.    Than  mete  the 

10  space  be-tween  two  prikkes,  and  that  is 
the  12  partie  of  the  altitnde  of  the  tonr. 
And  yif  ther  were  2,  it  were  the  6  partye ; 
and  yif  ther  were  3,  the  4  partye ;  et  sic 
deinceps.    And  note,  yif  it  were  5,  it  were 

15  the  5  party  of  12 ;  and  7,  7  party  of  12 ; 
and  note,  at  the  altitnde  of  thy  concln- 
sionn,  adde  the  statnre  of  thyn  heyghte 
to  thyn  eye. 


41.  Another  maner  conclusion^  to  knowe  the 
mene  mote  and  the  argumentie  of  any 
planete.  To  kttotv  the  mene  mote  and 
the  argumentie  0/ every  planete  fro  yere 
to  yere^  from  day  to  day^  from  houre 
to  hourCy  and  from  amale  fraccumie 
ii\/lnite. 

In  this  maner  shalt  thon  worche : 
consider  thy  rote  first,  the  whiche  is 
made  the  beginning  of  the  tables  fro  the 
yere  of  onre  lord  1307,  and  entere  hit  in-to 

5  thy  slate  for  the  laste  meridie  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  than  consider  the  yere  of  onre 
lord,  what  is  the  date,  and  be-hold 
whether  thy  date  be  more  or  lasse  than 
the  yere  1397.     And  yf  hit  so  be  that  hit 

1(1  be  more,  loke  how  many  yeres  hit  passeth, 
and  with  so  many  entere  into  thy  tables 
in  the  first  lyuQ  ther-as  is  writen  anni 
coUecti  et  expanei,  And  loke  where  the 
same  planet  is  writen  in  the  hede  of  thy 

15  table,  and  than  loke  what  thon  findest  in 
directe  of  the  same  yere  of  onre  lord 
whiche  is  passid,  be  hit  8,  or  9,  or  lo,  or 


what  nombre  that  evere  it  be,  til  the 
tyme  that  thon  come  to  20,  or  40,  or  60. 
And  that  thon  findest  in  direote  -}  wiyte  20 
in  thy  slate  nnder  thy  rote,  and  adde  hit 
to-geder,  and  that  is  thy  mene  mote,  for 
the  laste  meridian  of  the  December,  for 
the  same  yere  whiche  that  thon  hast 
pnrposed.  And  if  hit  so  be  that  hit  passe  25 
20,  consider  wel  that  fro  i  to  20  ben  anni 
expansiy  and  fro  20  to  3000  ben  anni  coUecti ; 
and  if  thy  nombere  passe  ao,  than  take 
that  thon  findest  in  directe  of  20,  and  if 
hit  be  more,  as  6  or  18,  than  take  that  30 
thon  findest  in  directe  there-of,  that  is  to 
sayen,  signes,  degrees,  minntes,  and  se- 
oonndes,  and  adde  to-gedere  nn-to  thy 
rote ;  and  thns  to  make  rotes.  And  note, 
that  if  hit  so  be  that  the  yere  of  onre  lord  35 
be  flasse  than  the  rote,  which  is  the  yere 
of  onre  lord  1397,  than  shalt  thon  wiyte 
in  the  same  wyse  fnrst  thy  rote  in  thy 
slate,  and  after  entere  in-to  thy  table  in 
the  same  yere  that  be  lasse,  as  I  tanght  40 
be-fore;  and  than  consider  how  many 
signes,  degrees,  minntes,  and  seconndes 
thyn  entringe  conteyneth.  And  so  be 
that  ther  be  2  entrees,  than  adde  hem 
togeder,  and  after  with-drawe  hem  from  45 
the  rote,  the  yere  of  onre  lord  1397;  and 
the  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene  mote 
fro  the  laste  meridie  of  December,  the 
whiche  thon  hast  pnrposed  ;  and  if  hit  so 
be  that  thon  wolt  weten  thy  mene  mote  50 
for  any  day,  or  for  any  fhkccionn  of  day, 
in  this  maner  thon  shalt  worche.  Make 
thy  rote  fro  the  laste  day  of  Decembere  in 
the  maner  as  I  have  tanght,  and  after- 
ward behold  how  many  monethes,  dayes,  55 
and  honres  ben  passid  from  the  meridie 
of  Decembere,  and  with  that  entere  with 
the  laste  moneth  that  is  fnl  passed,  and 
take  that  thon  findest  in  directe  of  him, 
and  wryte  hit  in  thy  slate;  and  entere  60 
with  as  mony  dayes  as  be  more,  and  wryte 
that  thon  findest  in  directe  of  the  same 
planete  that  thon  wordiest  for;  and  in 
the  same  wyse  in  the  table  of  honres,  for 
honres  that  ben  passed,  and  adde  alle  65 
these  to  thy  rote ;  and  the  residne  is  the 
mene  mote  for  the  same  day  and  the 
same  honre, 
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45.    Another  manere  to  knowe  the  mene 

mote. 

Whan  thoa  wolt  make  the  mene  mote 
of  eny  planete  to  bo  by  Arsechieles  tables, 
take  thy  rote,  the  whiohe  is  for  the  yere 
of  oare  lord  1397 ;  and  if  so  be  that  thy 
5  yere  be  i)a88id  the  date,  wryte  that  date, 
and  than  wryte  the  nombere  of  the  yeres. 
Than  with-drawe  the  yeres  out  of  the 
yeres  that  ben  passed  that  rote.  £n- 
sampnl  as  thns :  the  yere  of  onre  lord 

10  1400,  f  I  wolde  witen,  precise,  my  rote ; 
than  wroot  I  forst  140a  And  under  that 
nombere  I  'wrote  a  1397 ;  than  withdrow 
I  the  ]ast>e  nombere  out  of  that,  and  than 
fond  I  the  residue  -was  3  yere ;  I  wiste 

15  that  3  yere  was  passed  fro  the  rote,  the 
whiche  was  writen  in  my  t-ables.  Than 
after-ward  soghte  I  in  my  tables  the  armia 
collectie  et  esqMruiSf  and  amonge  myn 
expanse  yeres  fond  I  3  yeer.    Than  tok 

ao  I  alle  the  signes,  de^prees,  and  minutes, 
that  I  fond  directs  under  the  same 
planete  that  I  wroghte  for,  and  wroot  so 
many  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes  in  my 
slate,  and  after-ward  added  I  to  signes, 

35  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  I  fond  in  my  rote  the  yere  of  cure 
lord  1397;  and  kepte  the  residue;  and 
than  had  I  the  mene  mot«  for  the  laste 
day  of  Becembere.    And  if  thou  woldest 

$0  wete  the  mene  mote  of  any  planete  in 
March,  Aprile,  or  Hay,  other  in  any  other 
tyme  or  moneth  of  the  yere,  loke  how 
many  monethes  and  dayes  ben  passed 
from  the  laste  day  of  Deoembere,  the  yere 

35  of  oure  lord  1400 ;  and  so  with  monethes 
and  dayes  entere  in-to  thy  table  ther 
thou  iindeet  thy  mene  mote  y-writen  in 
monethes  and  dayes,  and  take  alle  the 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes 

40  that  thou  findest  y-write  in  direote  of  thy 
monethes,  and  adds  to  signes,  degrees, 
minutes,  and  secoundes  that  thou  iindest 
vdth  thy  rote  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1400, 
and  the  residue  that  leveth  is  the  mene 

45  mote  for  that  same  day.  And  note,  if  hit 
so  be  that  thou  woldest  wete  the  mene 
mote  in  any  yere  that  is  lasse  than  thy 


rote,  with-drawe  the  nombere  of  so  many 
yeres  as  hit  is  lasse  than  the  yere  of  oure 
lord  a  1397,  and  kepe  the  residue ;  and  so  go 
many  yeres,  monethes,  and  dayes  entere 
in-to  thy  tabelis  of  thy  mene  mote.  And 
take  alle  the  signes,  d^;ree6,  and  minutes, 
and  secoundes,  that  thou  findest  in 
directs  of  alle  the  yeres,  monethes,  and  55 
dayes,  and  wiyte  hem  in  thy  slate ;  and 
above  thxlke  nombere  wryte  the  signes, 
degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  thou  findest  with  thy  rote  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  a  1397 ;  and  with-drawe  6e 
alle  the  nethere  signes  and  degrees  fro 
the  signes  and  degrees,  minutes,  and 
secoundes  of  otlier  signes  with  thy  rote ; 
and  thy  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene 
mote  for  that  day.  65 

46.  For  to  knowe  at  what  houre  of  the  day, 
or  of  the  nighty  thai  he  Jtode  or  ehbe  *. 

First  wite  thou  certeinly,  how  that 
haven  stondeth,  that  thou  list  to  werke 
for ;  that  is  to  say  in  whiche  place  of  the 
firmament  the  mono  being,  maketh  fulle 
see.  Than  awayte  thou  redily  in  what  5 
degree  of  the  zodiak  that  the  mono  at 
that  tyme  is  inne.  Bringe  iurth  than 
the  labelle,  and  set  the  point  therof  in 
that  same  cost  that  the  mone  maketh 
flode,  and  set  thou  there  the  degree  of  10 
the  mone  according  with  the  egge  of  the 
label.  Than  afterward  awayte  where  is 
than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  at  that 
tyme.  Bemeve  thou  than  the  label  fro 
the  mone,  and  bringe  and  sette  it  justly  15 
upon  the  degree  of  the  sonne.  And  the 
point  of  the  label  shal  than  declare  to 
thee,  at  what  houre  of  the  day  or  of  the 
night  shal  be  flode.  And  there  also 
maist  thou  wite  by  the  same  point  of  the  20 
label,  whether  it  be,  at  that  same  tyme, 
flode  or  ebbe,  or  half  flode,  or  quarter 
flode,  or  ebbe,  or  half  or  quarter  ebbe ;  or 
ellis  at  what  houre  it  was  last,  or  shal 
be  next  by  night  or  by  day,  thou  than  35 
shalt  esely  knowe,  ftc.  Furthermore,  if 
it  so  be  that  thou  happe  to  worke  for  this 
matere  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  conjunc- 
cioun,  bringe  furthe  the  degree  of  the 


*  PerliApa  not  genuine. 
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30  xnone  with  the  labelle  to  that  coste  as  it 
is  before  seyd.  Bnt  than  thou  shalt 
rmderstonde  that  thoa  may  not  bringe 
fnrthe  the  label  fro  the  degree  of  the 
mono  as  thou  dide  before;  for-why  the 

35  Sonne  is  than  In  the  same  degree  with 
the  mone.  And  so  thou  may  at  that 
tyme  by  the  point  of  the  labelle  un- 
remeved  knowe  the  houre  of  the  flode  or 
of  the  ebbe,  as  it  is  before  seyd,  &c.    And 

40  evermore  as  thou  findest  the  mone  passe 


fro  the  Sonne,  so  remove  thou  the  labelle 
than  fro  the  degree  of  the  mone,  and 
bringe  it  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
And  worke  thou  than  as  thou  dide  before, 
&C.  Or  elles  knowe  thou  what  houre  it  45 
is  that  thou  art  inne,  by  ihjn  instru- 
ment. Than  bringe  thou  furth  fro 
thennes  the  labelle  and  ley  it  upon  the 
degree  of  the  mone,  and  therby  may 
thou  ^te  also  whan  it  was  flode,  or  whan  50 
it  wol  be  next,  be  it  night  or  day ;  &c. 
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GEOUP  A.     THE  PKOLOGUE. 


Here  biginnetfa  the  Book  of  the  Tales  of  Cannterbnry. 


Whan  that  Aprille  with  his  shoures  sote 
The  droghte  of  Horche  hath  perced  to 

the  rote, 
And  bathed  every  veyne  in  swich  licoor, 
Of  which  yertu  engendred  is  the  flour ; 
Whan  Zephims  eek  with  his  gwete  breeth  5 
Inspired  hath  in  every  holt  and  heeth 
The  tendre  oroppee,  and  the  yonge  sonne 
Hath  in  the  Bam  his  halfe  coors  y-ronne, 
And  smale  fowlea  maken  melodye, 
That  slepen  al  the  night  with  open  ye,  10 
(So  priketh  hem  nature  in  hir  corages) : 
Than  longen  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrimages 
(And    palmers   for   to   seken    straunge 

strondes) 
To  feme  halwes,  conthe  in  sondry  londes ; 
And  specially,  i^m  every  shires  ende   15 
Of  Engelond,  to  Caunterbury  they  wende, 
The  holy  blisful  martir  for  to  s^e, 
That  hem  hath  holpen,  whan  t^at  they 

were  soke. 
Bifel  that,  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  Southwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay     ao 
Bedy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Caunterbuiy  with  fal  devout  corage, 
At  night  was  come  in-to  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  In  a  companye. 
Of  sondry  folk,  by  aventure  y-falle         25 
In  felawshipe,  and  pilgrims  were  they  alle, 
That  toward  Caunterbury  wolden  ryde  ; 
The  ohambres  and  the  stables  weren  wy de, 
And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  b^te. 
And  shortly,  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste, 


So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  everichon,  31 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawshipe  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  ryse, 
To  take  our  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devyse. 
But  natheles,  whyl  I  have  tyme  and 

space,  55 

£r  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  i>ace, 
He  thinketh  it  acordaunt  to  resoun, 
To  telle  yow  al  the  oondicioun 
Of  ech  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me, 
And  whiche  they  weren,  and  of  what 

degree ;  40 

And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were 

inne: 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  I  first  biginne. 
A  KwioHT  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy 

man,  Knight. 

That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  ryden  out,  he  loved  chivalrye,  45 

Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  cur- 

teisye. 
Ful  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre. 
And  therto   hadde    he   riden  (no  man 

ferre) 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  Itf  thenesse, 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  wortliinesse.  50 
At  Alisaundre  he  was,  whan  it  was 

wonne ; 
Ful  ofte  ^one  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonue 
Aboven  alle  naciouns  in  Pruce. 
In  Lettow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Buce, 
No  Cristen  man  so  ofbe  of  his  degree.    55 
In  Gem'ade  at  the  sege  eek  hadde  he  be 
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Of  Algezir,  and  riden  in  Belmarye. 
At  Lyeys  was  he,  and  at  SataJye, 
Whan   they  were  wonne ;    and  in  the 

Grete  See 
At  many  a  noble  aryve  hadde  he  be.      60 
At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  been  fiftene, 
And  fon^hten  for  our  feith  at  Tramissene 
In  listes  thryes,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo. 
This  ilke  worthy  knight  had  heen  ahio 
Somtyme  with  the  lord  of  Palatye,         65 
Ageyn  another  hethen  in  Tnrkjre  : 
And  evermore  he  hadde  a  soTereyn  piys. 
And  though  that  he  were  worthy,  he  was 

wys. 
And  of  his  port  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde. 
He  never  yet  no  vileinye  ne  sayde  70 

In  al  his  lyf,  un-to  no  maner  wight. 
He  was  a  verray  i>arfit  gentil  knight. 
But  for  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array, 
His  hors  were  gode,  but  he  was  nat  gay. 
Of  f^tian  he  wered  a  gipoun  75 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habeigeoon ; 
For  he  was  late  y-come  from  his  viage, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  pilgrimage. 
With  him  ther  was  his  sone,  a  yong 

SQtTTBB,  Sqnyer. 

A  lovyere,  and  a  lusty  baoheler,  80 

With  lokkes  cmUe,  as  they  were  leyd  in 

presse. 
Of  twenty  jeer  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  eyene  lengthe, 
And    wonderly    deliver,  "an^    greet    of 

siarengthe. 
And  he  had  been  somtsrme  in  chivaohye,  85 
In  Haundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Ficardye, 
And  bom  him  wel,  as  of  so  litel  space, 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace. 
Embrouded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  mede 
Al  fill  of  fresshe  floures,  whyte  and  rede.  90 
Singinge  he  was,  or  floytinge,  al  the  day; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May. 
Short  was  his  goune,  with  slaves  longe 

and  wyde. 
Wel  coude  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  faire  ryde. 
He  coude  songes  make  and  wel  endyte,  95 
Juste  and  eek  daunce,  and  wel  purtreye 

and  wryte. 
So  bote  he  lovede,  that  by  nightertale 
He  sleep  namore  than  dooth  a  nightingale. 
Curteys  he  was,  lowly,  and  servisable, 
And  carf  bifom  his  fader  at  the  table.  100 


A  Yemak  hadde  he,  and  servaunts  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  liste  lyde  so ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of 

grene ;  Teman. 

A    sheef   of   pecok-arwes    brighte    and 

kene 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  ful  thriftily ;       105 
(Wel  coude  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly : 
His  arwes  drouped  noght  with  fetheres 

lowe), 
And  in  his  hand  he  bar  a  mighty,  bowa 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  visage. 
Of  wode-craft  wel  coude  he  al  the  usage.  1 10 
Upon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer. 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler. 
And  on  that  other  syde  a  gay  daggere, 
Hameised  wel,  and  sharp  as  point  of 

spere; 
A  Oristofre  on  his  brest  of  silver  shene.  1 15 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdrik  was  of 

grene  J 
A  foniter  was  he,  soothly,  as  I  gesse. 

Ther  was  also  a  Nonne,  a  Priobkbse, 
That  of  hir  smyling  was  ftal  simple  and 

coy ;  Prioresae. 

Hir  gretteste   00th  was   but    by  s6ynt 

Loy ;  lao 

And  she  was  cleped  madame  Eglentyne. 
Ful  wel  she  song  the  service  divyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  ftil  semely ; 
And  Frensh  she  spak  Ail  fidre  and  fetisly , 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe,  125 
For  Frensh  of  Paris  was  to  hir  unknowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle ; 
She  leet  no  morsel  from  hir  lippee  falle, 
Ne  wette  hir  fingree  in  hir  sauce  depe. 
Wel  coude  she  carie  a  morsel,  and  wel 

kepe,  130 

That  no  dxope  ne  fllle  up-on  hir  lurest. 
In  curteisye  was  set  fill  muohe  hir  lest 
Hir  over  lippe  wyped  she  00  dene. 
That  in  hir  coppe  was  no  ferthing  sene 
Of  grece,  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir 

draughte.                                          155 
Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  raughte, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  disport, 
And  All  plesaunt,  and  amiable  of  port. 
And  peyned  hir  to  countrefete  chore 
Of  court,  and  been  estatlich  of  manere,  140 
And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reverence. 
But,  for  to  speken  of  hir  eonsoienee,  
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She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitoos, 
She  wolde  wepe,  if  that  she  sawe  a  znons 
Caught  in  a  trajype,  if  it  were  deed  or 

bledde.  145 

Of  smale  honndee  had  she,  that  she  fedde 
With  rested  flesh,  or  milk  and  wastel- 

breed. 
Bnt  sore  weep  she  if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed, 
Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  y erde  smerte : 
And  al  was  oonsoience  and  tendre  herte. 
Fal  semely  hir  wimpel  pinched  was ;   151 
Hir  nose  tietys ;  hir  eyen  greye  as  glas  ; 
Hir  mouth  fnl  smal,  and  ther-to  softe  and 

reed ; 
Bat  sikerly  she  hadde  a  fair  forheed ; 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brood,  I  trowe;  155 
For,  hardily,  she  was  nat  nndergxowe. 
Fal  fetis  was  hir  cloke,  as  I  was  war. 
Of  smal  coral  aboate  hir  arm  she  bar 
A  peire  of  bedes,  gaaded  al  with  grene ; 
And  ther-on  heng  a  broche  of  gold  fill 

shene,  160 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  crowned  A, 
And  after.  Amor  vindt  omnia,        Nonne. 

Another  Nomne  with  hir  hadde  she. 
That  was  hir  chapeleyne,  and  Fruestes 

THSKX.  3  Preestes. 

A  HoxK  ther  was,  a  fair  for  the  maiatrye, 

An  oat-iydere,  that  lovede  veneiye ;    166 

A  manly  man,  to  been  an  abbot  able. 

Fal'  many  a  deyntee  hors  hadde  he  in 

stable :  Monk. 

And,  whan  he  rood,  men    mighte  his 

Inydelhere 
Ginglen  in  a  whistling  wind  as  olere,  170 
And  eek  as  loade  as  dooth  the  chapel- 
belle 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  celle. 
The  reole  of  seint  Haare  or  of  seint 

Beneit, 
By-caase  that  it  was  old  and  som-del 

streit, 
This  ilke  monk  leet  olde  thinges  pace,  175 
And   held   after   the   newe   world   the 

space. 
He  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  palled  hen, 
That  seith,  that  hunters  been  nat  holy 

men ; 
Ne  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  cloisterlees, 
Is  lykned  til  a  fish  that  is  waterlees ;   iPo 


This  is  to  seyn,  a  monk  out  of  his  doistre. 
But  thilke  text  held  he  nat  worth  an 

oistre; 
And  I  seyde,  his  opinioun  was  good. 
What  sholde  he  stndie,  and  make  him- 

selven  wood, 
Upon  a  book  in  dloistre  alwey  to  poure,  185 
Or  swinken  with  tiis  handes,  and  laboare. 
As  Austin  bit  ?    How  shal  the  world  be 

served? 
Lat  Austin  have  his  swink  to  him  reserved. 
Therfore  he  was  a  pricasour  aright ; 
Grehoundes  he  hadde,  as  swifte  as  fowel 

in  flight ;  190 

Of  priking  and  of  hunting  for  the  hare 
Was  al  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  he 

spare. 
I  seigh  his  sieves  purfiled  at  the  bond 
Witii  grys,  and  that  the  fyneste  of  a  lond ; 
And,  for  to  festne  his  hood  under  his 

chin,  19s 

He  hadde  of  gold  y-wroght  a  curious  pin : 
A  love-knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled,  that  shoon  as  any 

glas. 
And  eek  his  face,  as  he  had  been  anoint. 
He  was  a  lord  fHil  fat  and  in  good  point ;  200 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rollinge  in  his  heed, 
That  stemed  as  a  fomeys  of  a  leed  ; 
His  botes  souple,  his  hors  in  greet  estat. 
Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat ; 
He  was  nat  pale  as  a  for-pjmed  goost  205 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  best  of  any  roost. 
His  palfrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  berye. 
A  Frkrx  ther  was,  a  wantown  and  a 

merye,  Frere. 

A  limitour,  a  fal  solempne  man.  209 

In  alle  the  ordres  foure  is  noon  that  can 
So  muche  of  daliaunce  and  fair  langage. 
He  hadde  maad  ftd  many  a  mariage 
Of  yonge  wommen,  at  his  owne  cost. 
Un-to  his  ordre  he  was  a  noble  post. 
Ful  wel  biloved  and  famulier  was  he    315 
With  frankeleyns  over-al  in  his  contree. 
And  eek  with  worthy  wonmien  of  the 

toun : 
For  he  had  power  of  confessioun, 
As  seyde  him-self,  more  than  a  curat, 
For  of  his  ordre  he  was  licentiat.  220 

Ful  swetely  herde  he  confessioun, 
And  plesaunt  was  his  absolucioun  ; 
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He  vms  an  esy  man  to  yeve  penaunce 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  ban  a  good  pitaanee  ; 
For  unto  a  povre  ordre  for  to  yive        225 
Is  sigrne  that  a  man  is  vrel  y-shrive. 
For  if  he  yaf,  he  dorste  make  avannt, 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentaunt. 
For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  herte, 
He  may  nat  wepe   al-thogh    him   sore 

smerte.  230 

Therfore,  in  stede  of  weping  and  preyeres, 
Men  moot  yere  silver  to  the  povre  freres. 
His  tipet  was  ay  farsed  ful  of  knyves 
And  pinnes,  for  to  yeven  fictire  wyves. 
And  certeinly  he  hadde  a  mery  note  ;  235 
Wei  oonde  he  singe  and  pleyen  on  a  rote. 
Of  yeddinges  he  har  ntterly  the  pryg. 
His  nekke  whyt  was  as  the  flonr-de-lys ; 
Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  championn. 
He  knew  the  tavemes  wel  in  eveiy  toun, 
And  everich  hostiler  and  tappestere    241 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  beggestere  ; 
For  nn-to  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Acorded  nat,  as  by  his  facnltee,  244 

To  have  with  seke  lacars  aqneyntaunoe. 
It  is  nat  honest,  it  may  nat  avannce 
For  to  delen  with  no  swich  poraille, 
But  al  with  riche  and  sellers  of  vitaille. 
And  over-^,  ther  as  profit  sholde  arsrse, 
Curteys  he  was,  and  lowly  of  servyse.  250 
Ther  nas  no  man  no-wher  so  vertuons. 
Ho  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous  ; 
f  And    yaf    a    certeyn    ferme    for   the 

graunt ;  252  b 

fNoon  of  his  bretheren  cam  ther  in  his 

haunt ;  252  c 

For  thogh  a  widwe  hadde  noght  a  sho, 
80  plesaunt  was  his  '  In  principiOy^ 
Tet  wolde  he  have  a  farthing,   er   he 

wente.  2Kg 

His  pnrchas  was  wel  bettre  than  his  rente. 
And  rage  he  coadOf  as  it  were  right  a 

whelpe. 
In    love-dayes   ther   ooude    he   mnchel 

helpe.  (260) 

For  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloisterer, 
With  a  thredbcur    cope,  as    is  a  povre 

scoler,  260 

Bnt  he  was  lyk  a  maist«r  or  a  pope. 
Of  donble  worsted  was  his  semi-cope, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the  presse. 
Somwhat  he  lipsed,  for  his  wantownesse. 


To  make  his  English  swete  up-on  his 

tonge ;  265 

And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  had 

songe, 
His  eyen  twinkled  in  his  heed  aright, 
As    doon    the    sterres     in    the    frosty 

night.  (i7o) 

This  worthy  limitonr  was  clei>ed  Huberd. 

A  March  ANT  was  ther  with  a  forked 

herd,  Marchant. 

In  mottelee,  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat,  271 
Up-on  his  heed  a  Flaundrish  bever  hat ; 
His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetisly. 
His  resons  he  apsk  ful  solempnely,       274 
Souninge  alway  th'encrees  of  his  winning. 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwixe  Middelburgh  and  Orewelle. 
Wel    conde    he    in    eschaunge  sheeldes 

selle.  (j8o) 

This  worthy  man  ful  wel  his  wit  bisette  ; 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dette, 
So  estatly  was  he  of  his  govemaunce,  281 
With  his  bargaynes,  and  with  his  chevi- 

saunce. 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with-alle, 
But  sooth  to  seyn,  I  noot  how  men  him 

calle.  ^    Clerk. 

A  Clskk  ther  was  of  Oxenford  also, 
That  nn-to  logik  hadde  longe  y-go.       286 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake, 
And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  undertake ;  (290) 
But  loked  holwe,  and  ther-to  soberly! 
Ful  thredbar  was  his  overest  courtepy ;  290 
For  he  had  get«n  him  yet  no  benefyce, 
Ne  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  offyce. 
For  him  was  lever  have  at  his  beddes 

heed 
Twenty  bokes,  clad  in  blak  or  reed, 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophye,  295 

Than  robes  riche,  or  fithele,  or  gay  sautr^e. 
But  al  be  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 
Tet  hadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre ;  (300) 
But  al  that  he  mighte  of  his  freendes 

hente, 
On  bokes  and  on  leminge  he  it  spente,  300 
And  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  hem  that  yaf  him  wher-with  to  scoleye. 
Of  studie  took  he  most  cure  and  most 

hede. 
Noght  o  word  spak  he  more  than  was 

nede. 
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And  that  was  seyd  in  forme  and  rever- 
ence, 3Q5 
And    short    and  qnik,   and    fal    of  hy 

sentence. 
Souninge  in  moral  vertn  was  his  speche, 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  and  gladly 

teche.  ManofLawe.  (310) 

A  SasoBART  OF  THX  Lawx,  wof  and  wys, 
That  often  hadde  been  at  the  parvya,  310 
Ther  was  also,  fnl  riche  of  excellence. 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  greet  reverence : 
He   semed  swich,  his  wordes  weren  so 

wyse. 

Jnstyce  he  was  ftil  often  in  assyse,       314 
By  patente,  and  by  pleyn  conunissionn  ; 
For  his  science,   and  for  his  heigh  re- 

.  noon 
Of  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    porchasonr   was    no-wher 

noon.  (320) 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect, 
His  purchasing  mighte  nat  been  infect.  320 
2f  o-wher  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas, 
And  yet  he  semed  bisier  than  he  was. 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alle, 
That  from  the  tyme  of  king  William  were 

falle. 
Therto  he  oonde  endyte,  and  make  a 

thing,  325 

Ther   conde   no    wight   pinche    at    his 

wryting; 
And  every  statnt  conde  he  pleyn  by  rote. 
He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  medlee  cote  (330) 
Girt  with  a  ceint  of  silk,  with  barres 

smale; 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale.        330 

A  Fravkxletx  was  in  his  companye ; 
Whyt  was  his  herd,  as  is  the  dayesye. 
Of  his  complexioxm  he  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loved  he  by  the  morwe  a  sop  in 

wyn.  Frankeleyn. 

To  liven  in  delyt  was  ever  his  wone,     335 
For  he  was  Epicoms  owne  sone, 
That  heeld  opinioon,  that  pleyn  delyt 
Was  verraily  felicitee  parfyt.  (340) 

An  honsholdere,  and  that  a  greet,  was  he ; 
8eint  Julian  he  was  in  his  contree.  340 
His  breed,  his  ale,  was  alwey  after  oon ; 
A  bettre  envyned  man  was  no-wher  noon. 
With-oute  bake  mete  was  never  his  hous, 
Of  fish  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plentevons, 


S8 


It    snewed    in  his    hous    of  mete    and 

drinke,  345 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  coude  thinke. 
After  the  sondry  sesons  of  the  yeer,  (349) 
So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his  soper. 
Ful  many  a  fat  partrioh  hadde  he  in 

mewe, 
And  many  a  breem  and  many  a  luce  in 
.        8t«we.  350 

Wo  was  his  cook,  but-if  his  sauce  were 
Poynaunt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his  gerc. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  halle  al-v^y 
tood  redy  covered  al  the  longe~Gray. ' 
At  seesiouns  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire ;  355 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of  the  shire. 
An  aulas  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk  (359) 

Heng  at  his  girdel,  whyt  as  mome  milk. 
A  shirreve  hadde  he  been,  and  a  countour ; 
Was  no-wher  such  a  worthy  vavasour.  360 
An  Habkbdasshbb  and  a  Caspkkter, 

Haberdassher.    Carpenter. 
A  Wkbbk,  a  DmEBS,  and  a  Tapicxb, 

Webbe.   Dyere.   Tapicer. 
Were  with  us  eek,  clothed  in  o  liveree, 
Of  a  solempne  and  greet  fraternitee.    364 
Fnl  fresh  and  newe  hir  gere  apyked  was ; 
Hir  knyves  were  y-chaped  noght  with 

bras, 
But  al  with  silver,  wroght  ful  clene  and 

weel,  (369) 

Hir  girdles  and  hir  pouches  eveiy-deeL 
Wei  semed  eoh  of  hem  a  fair  burgeys, 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldhalle  on  a  deys.        $70 
Everich,  for*the  wisdoni  that  he  can, 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman. 
For  oatel  hadde  they  y-nogh  and  rente, 
And  eek  hir  wyves  wolde  it  wel  assente ; 
And  elles  certein  were  they  to  blalne.  375 
It  is  iul  fair  to  been  y-clept  '  via  dame^'' 
And  goon  to  vigilyes  al  bifore, 
And  have  a  mantel  royaUiche  y-bore.  (3S0) 
A  Cook  they  hadde  with  hem  for  the 

nones,  Cook. 

To  boille  the  chiknes  with  the  mary- 

bones,  380 

And  poudre-marohant  tart,  and  galingale. 
Wel    coude    he    knowe    a    draughte    of 

London  ale. 
He  coude  roste,  and  sethe,  and  broille, 

and  frye, 
Maken  mortreux,  and  wel  bake  a  pye. 
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But  greet  harm  was  it,  as  it  thonghte 
me,  385 

That  on  his  shine  a  mormal  hadde  he ; 

For  blankmanger,  Uiat  made  he  with  the 

beste.  (389) 

A  Shipman  was  ther,  woning  fer  by 

weste :  Shipman. 

For  aoght  I  woot,  he  was  of  Dextemouthe. 

He  rood  np-on  a  ronncy,  as  he  oonthe,  390 

In  a  gowne  of  falding  to  the  knee. 

A  daggere  hanging  on  a  laas  hadde  he 

Abonte  his  nekke  under  his  arm  adoon. 

The  hote  somer  had  maad  his  hewe  al 
bronn ; 

And,  certeinly,  he  was  a  good  feh^we.  395 

Fal  many  a  draughts  of  wjm  had  he 
y-drawe 

From  Bordeuz-ward,  whyl  that  the  chap- 
man sleep. 

Of  nyoe  oonscience  took  he  no  keep.  (400) 

If  that  he  fftught,  and  hadde  the  hyer 
hond, 

By  water  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  every 


lond. 


400 


But  of  his  craft  to  rekene  wel  his  tydes, 
His  stremes  and  his  daongers  him  bisydes, 
His  herberwe  and  his  mone,  his  lode- 
menage, 

Ther  nas    noon    swioh    from  Hulle   to 

Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wys  to  undertake ;  405 
With  many  a  tempest  hadde  his  herd 

been  shake. 
He  knew  wel  alio  the  havenes,  as  they 

'^«'«>  (409) 

From  Gootlond  to  the  cape  of  Finistere, 
And    every  oryke   in  Britayne  and  in 

Spayne;  ^^ 

His  barge  y-oleped  was  the  Maudelayne. 

With  us  ther  was  a  Doctoub  op  Piusyk, 
In  al  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  him 

Jyk  Doctour. 

To  speke  of  phisik  and  of  surgerye ; 
For  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye. 
He  kepte  his  pacient  a  ful  greet  del      415 
In  houres,  by  his  magik  natureL 
Wel  ooude  he  fortunen  the  ascendent 
Of  his  images  for  his  pacient  (4^0) 

He  knew  the  cause  of  everich  maladye, 
Were  it  of  hoot  or  cold,  or  moiste,'or 

'^y®'  420 


And    where   engendred,    and    of  what 

humour; 
He  was  a  verrey  parfit  practisour. 
The  cause  y-knowe,  and  of  his  harm  the 

rote. 
Anon  he  yaf  the  seke  man  his  bote. 
Ful  redy  hadde  he  his  apothecaries,     425 
To  sende  him  drogges  and  his  letuaries, 
For    ech  of  hem    made   other   for    to 

winne; 
Hir  frendschipe  nas  nat  newe  to  biginne. 
Wel  knew  he  th'olde  Esculapius,       (431) 
And  Deiscorides,  and  eek  Bufus,  430 

Old  Ypooras,  Haly,  and  Galien ; 
Serapion,  Razis,  and  Avioen ; 
Averrois,  Damascien,  and  Constantyn ; 
Bernard,  and  (Jatesden,  and  Gilbertyn, 
Of  his  diete  mesurable  was  he,  435 

For  it  was  of  no  superfluitee, 
But  of  greet  norissing  and  digestible. 
His  studie  was  but  litel  on  the  bible.  (440) 
In  sangwin  and  in  pers  he  clad  was  al, 
Lyned  with  taffata  and  with  sendal ;  440 
And  yet  he  was  but  esy  of  dispence ; 
He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  pestUenoe. 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial, 
Therfore  he  lovede  gold  in  special       444 
A  good  Wyp  was  ther  of  bisyde  Bathe, 
But  she  was  som-del  deef,  and  that  was 

scathe.  Wyf  of  Bathe. 

Of  clooth-making  she  hadde  swiche  an 

haunt,  (459) 

She  passed  hem  of  Ypres  and  of  Gaunt. 
In  al  the   parisshe  wyf   ne    was  ther 

noon 

That    to   th*  ofEring  bifore    hir   sholde 

goon;  450 

And  if  ther  dide,  oerteyn,  so  wrooth  was 

she, 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee. 
Hir  coverchiefs  ful  fyne  were  of  ground ; 
I  dorste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sonday  were  upon  hir  heed.  455 
Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
Ful  streite  y-teyd,  and  shoos  ful  moiste 

and  newe. 
Bold  was  hir  face,  and  fair,  and  reed  of 

hewe.  (460) 

She  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  lyve, 
Housbondes  at  chirche-dore  she  hadde 

*yve,  460 
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Withouten  other  coxnpanye  in  yonthe  ; 
Bat  therof  nedeth  uat  to  speke  as  nonthe. 
And  thryes  hadde  she  been  at  Jerosalem  ; 
She    hadde    passed    many  a    strannge 

streem ;  464 

At  Borne  she  hadde  been,  and  at  Boloigne, 
In  Galice  at  seint  Jame,  and  at  Coloigne. 
She  conde  mache  of  wandring  by  the 

weye : 
Gat-tothed  was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
Up^n  an  amblere  esily  she  sat,  (471) 

Y-wimpled  wel,  and  on  hir  heed  an  hat 
As  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe ;      471 
A  foot-mantel  abonte  hir  hipes  large, 
And  on  hir  feet  a  paire  of  spores  sharpe. 
In  felawschip  wel  oonde  she  laaghe  and 

carpe. 
Of   remedyes    of    love    she    knew    per- 

chaance,  475 

For  she  coude  of  that  art  the  olde  diannce. 

Persotin. 
A  good  man  was  ther  of  religioiin, 
And  was  a  povre  Pebsoux  of  a  toon  ;  (480) 
Bat  riche  he  was  of  holy  thoght  and  werk. 
He  was  also  a  lemed  man,  a  clerk,       480 
That  Cristes  gospel  trewely  wolde  preohe; 
His  parisshens  devoatly  wolde  he  teohe. 
Benigne  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent, 
And  in  adversitee  fol  pacient ; 
And  swioh  he  was  y-preved  ofbe  sythes. 
Fal  looth  were  him  to  caraen  for  his 

t>^hes,  486 

Bat  rather  wolde  he  yeven,  oat  of  doate, 
Un-to  his  povre  parisshens  aboate     (490) 
Of  his  oifring,  and  eek  of  his  sabstaance. 
He  coade  in  litel  thing  han  safflsaonoe. 
Wyd  was  his  parisshe,  and  hooses  fer 

a-sonder,  491 

Bat  he  ne  lafte  nat,  for  reyn  ne  thonder, 
In  siknes  nor  in  meechief,  to  visyte 
The  ferreste  in  his  parisshe,  muohe  and 

Up-on  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  staf.  495 
This  noble  ensample  to  his  sheep  he  yaf, 
That  first  he  wroghte,  and  afterward  he 

taoghte ; 
Oat  of  the  gospel  he  tho  wordes  caoghte  ; 
And  this  figare  he  added  eek  ther-to,  (501) 
That  if  gold  roste,  what  shal  iren  do  ?  500 
For  if  a  preest  be  fool,  on  whom  we  troste, 
Ko  wonder  is  a  lewed  man  to  raste ; 


And  shame  it  is,  if  a  preest  take  keep, 
A  shiten  shepherde  and  a  clene  sheep. 
Wel  oghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yive, 
By  his   clennesse,  how  that  his  sheep 

shold  live.  506 

He  sette  nat  his  benefice  to  hyre, ' 
And  leet  his  sheep   enoombred   in  the 

myrei  (510) 

And  ran  to  London,  an-to  B^rnt  Ponies, 
To  seken  him  a  chaanterie  lor  soules,  51U 
Or  with  a  bretherhed  to  been  withholde ; 
Bat  dwelte  at  hoom,  and  kepte  wel  his 

folde. 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  misoarie ; 
He  was  a  shepherde  and  no  mercenarie. 
And  though  he  holy  were,  and  vertaous. 
He  was  to  sinfal  man  nat  despitoas,     516 
Ne  of  his  speche  daangeroos  ne  digne, 
Bat  in  his  teching  discreet  and  benigne. 
To  drawen  folk  to  heven  by  faimesse  (5:11) 
By  good  ensample,  was  his  biisinesse  :  520 
Bat  it  were  any  persone  obstinat, 
What-so  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lowe  estat, 
Him  wolde  he  snibBen  sharply  for  the 

nones. 
A  bettre  preest,  I  trowe  that    nowher 

noon  is. 
He  wayted  after  no  pompe  and  reverence, 
Ne  n^k'ed  him  a  spyced  conscience,     ^26 
Bat  Cristes  lore,  and  his  apostles  twelve. 
He  taaghte,  and  first  he  folwed  it  him- 

selve.  (530) 

With  him  ther  was  a  Plowmax,  was  his 

brother.  Plowman. 

That  hadde  y-lad  of  do^^p  fal  many  a 

fother,  530 

A  trewe  swinker  and  a  good  was  he, 
Livinge  in  pees  and  parfit  charitee. 
God  loved  he  best  with  al  his  hole  herte 
At    alle   tymes,   thogh    him    gamed    or 

smerte, 
And  thanne  his  neigheboar  right  as  him- 

selve.  -     •    -  g,^g. 

He  wolde  thresshe,  and  ther-to  dyke  and 
delve,  -- 

For  Cristes  sake,  for  every  povre  wight,  ^ 
Withonten  hyre,  if  it  I3J1  in  his  might. 
His  tythes  payed  he  fol  faire  and  wel,  (541) 
Bothe  of  his  propre  swinK^nd  his  catol. 
In  a  tabard  he  rood  apon  a  mere.         541 
Ther  was  also  a  Beve  and  a  Millere, 
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A  Somnotir  and  a  Pardoner  also, 

A  Mannciple,  and  my-self;    ther  were 

namo. 
The  lixixAK  vras  a  stootcarl,  for  the 

nones,  Miller. 

FqI  big  he  was  of  braan,  and  eek  of 


bones 


546 


That  proved  wel,  for  over-al  ther  he  cam, 
At  wnurtling  he  wolde  have  alwegj  the 

ram.  (5SO> 

He  was  shortrsholdred,  brood,  a  thikke 

knarre, 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  nolde  heve  of 

hanne,  550 

Or  breke  it,  at  a  renning,  with  his  heed. 
His  berd  as  any  ggwe^or  fox  was  reed, 
And  ther-to  brood,  as  though  it  were 

a  spade. 
Up-on  the  cop  right  of  his  nose  he  hade 
A  werte,  and  ther-on  stood  a  toft  of  heres, 
Seed  as  the  bristlesofj»-sowes  eres ;     55(^ 
His  nose-thiriss-blaSw  were  and  wyde. 
A  swerd  and  bokeler  bar  he  by  his  oyde ; 
His  month  as  greet  was  as  a  greet  fomeys. 
He  '^^BB'aJanglere  and  a  goliardeys,     560 
And  that  was  most  of  sinne  and  har- 

lotryes.  (563) 

Wei  oonde  he  stelen  com,  and  tollen 

thxyes; 
And  yet  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold, 

pardee. 
A  whyt  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he. 
A  baggepype  wel  conde  }ie  blowe  and 

Boame,  565 

And  ther-with-al  he  broghte  ns  out  of 

towne,  Maiinciple. 

A  gentil  Kaustcifls  was  ther  of  a  temple, 

Of  which  achatoors  mighte  £ake  ezemple 

For  to  be  wyse  in  bying  of  vitaille      (571) 

fbr  whether  that  he  payde,  or  took  by 

taille,  570 

Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  achat, 
Iliat  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  stat. 
Now  is  nat  that  of  God  a  ftd  fair  grace. 
That  Bwich  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wisdom  of  an  heep  of  lemed  men?  575 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  mo  than  thiyes 

ten, 
That  were  of  lawe  expert  and  corions ; 
Of  which   ther  were  a  doseyn  in  that 

hoos 


Worthy  to  been  stiwardes  of  rente  and 

lond  (581) 

Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engelond,  580 

To  make  him  live  by  his  propre  good, 
In  honour  dettelees,  bat  he  were  wood. 
Or  live  as  scarsly  as  him  list  desire ; 
And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  fisdle  or  happe ;  585 
And  yit  this  mannoiple  sette  hir  aller 

cappe.  Reve. 

The  Bkvb  was  a  sclendre  oolarik  man. 
His  berd  was  shave  as  ny  as  ever  he 

can.  (590) 

His  heer  was  by  his  eres  roond  y-shom. 
His  top  was  dokked  lyk  a  pieest  bifom. 
Fal  longe  were  his  legges,  and  ftd  lene, 
Y-ly k  a  staf ,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene. 
Wel  conde  he  kepe  a  gemer  and  a  binne; 
Ther  was  noon  anditonr  conde  on  him 

winne. 
Wel  wiste  he,  by  the  droghte,  and  by  the 

reyn,  595 

The   yelding   of  his   seed,  and    of  his 

greyn. 
His  lordes  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayerye. 
His  sw3m,  his  hors,  his  stoor,  and  his 

poltrye,  (600) 

Was  hoolly  in  this  reves  governing,     599 
And  by  his  covenaont  yaf  the  rekening. 
Sin  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  age ; 
Ther    conde    no    man   brings    him    in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baillif,  ne  herde,  ne  other  hyne, 
That  he  ne  knew  his  sleighte  and  his 

cov3me;  604 

They  were  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  deeth. 
His  woning  was  fol  fair  np-on  an  heeth, 
With  grene  trees  shadwed  was  his  place. 
He  conde  bettre  than  his  lord  pnrchaoe. 
Fol  riche  he  was  astored  prively,        (611) 
His  lord  wel  conde  he  plesen  snbtilly,  610 
To  yeve  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  good, 
And  have  a  thank,  and  yet  a  cote  and 

hood. 
In  yonthe  he  lemed  hadde  a  good  mister; 
He  was  a  wel  good  wrighte,  a  carpenter. 
This  reve  sat  np-on  a  Ail  good  stot,       615 
That  was  al  pomely  grey,  and  highte 

Soot. 
A  long  snroote  of  pers  np-on  he  hade. 
And  by  his  ^yde  he  bar  a  msty  blade.  (6ao) 
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Of  Korthfolk  was  this  reve,  of  which  I 

telle,  619 

Bisyde  a  toon  men  olepen  Baldeswelle. 
Tukked  he  was,  as  is  a  frere,  aboute, 
And  ever  he  rood  the  hindreste  of  onr 

route. 
A  SoMxouK  was  ther  with  ns  in  that 

place,  Somnour. 

That  hadde  a  fyr-reed  chembinnes  face, 
For  sawcefleem  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe. 
As  hoot   he  was,  dand   lechexons,  as   a 

sparwe;  626 

With  soalledbrowes  blake,  and  piled  berd ; 
Of  his  visa^  children  were  «ferd.  (630) 
Ther  nas  qnik-silver,  litarge,  ne  brim- 

stoon, 
Boras^  eemoe,  ne  oille  of  tartre  noon,  630 
Ne  :  oynement   that   wolde    dense    and 

byte, 
That  him  mighte  helpen  of  his  whelkes 

whyte, 
Nor  of  the  knobbes  sittinge  on  his  chekes. 
Wei  loved  he  garleek,  oynons,  and  eek 

lekes, 
And  for  to  drinken  strong  wyn,  reed  as 

blood.  635 

Than  wolde  he  speke,  and  cxye  as  he 

•  •     were  wood. 

And  whan  that  he  wel  dronken  hadde  the 

wyn,  (639) 

Than  -wolde  he  speke  no  word  but  Latyn. 
A  fewe  termes  hadde  he,  two  or  three, 
That  he  had  lemed  oat  of  som  decree  ;  640 
No  wonder  is,  he  herde  it  al  the  day ; 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel,  how  that  a  jay 
Can  depen  *  Watte,'  as  well  as  can  the 

pope. 
Bat  who-so  coade  in  otiier  thing  him 

grope,  -  644 

Tbanne  hadde  hespent  al  his  philosophye ; 
Ay  *  Qitettioquidiurit '  wolde  he  orye. 
He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kinde ;  (649) 
A  bettre  felawe  sholde  men  noght  finde. 
He  wolde  foiEre,  for  a  qaart  of  wsm, 
A  good  felawe  to  have  his  concabyn     650 
A  twelf-month,  and  excose  him  atte  ftille : 
Fal  prively  a  finch  eek  coade  he  polle. 
And  if  he  fond  o-wher  a  g6od  felawe. 
He  wolde  techen  him  to  have  non  awe, 
In  swich  cas,  of  the  erchedeknes  cars,  655 
Bat-if  a  mannas  soole  were  in  his  pars ; 


For  in  his  pars  he  sholde  y-ponisshed  be. 
^Pars  is  the  erchedeknes  helle,*  seyde 

he.  (660) 

Bat  wel  I  woot  he  lyed  right  in  dede  ; 
Of  cursing  oghte    ech  gilty  man    him 

drede —  660 

For  cars  wol  slee,  right   as   assoilling 

saveth — 
And  also  war  him  of  a  aign^tcauU. 
In  daanger  hadde  he  at  his  owne  gyse 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diooyse, 
And  knew  hir  coonseil,  and  was  al  hir 

reed,  665 

A  gerland  hadde  he  set  ap-on  his  heed, 
As  greet  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake  ; 
A  bokeler  hadde  he-maad  him  of  a  cake. 
With  him  ther  rood  a  gentil  Pasdokeb 
Of  Boxmcival,  his  fireend  and  his  compeer, 
That  streight  was  comen  fro  the  coart  of 

Bome.  Pardoner. 

Fal  loade  he  song,  '  Com  hider,  love,  to 

me.*  (670)  672 

This  somnour  bar  to  him  a  stif  bardoan, 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a  scan. 
This  pardoner  hadde  heer  as  yelow  as 

wex,  675 

Bat  smothe  it  heng,  as  dooth  a  strike  of 

flex; 
By  oances  henge  his  lokkes  that  he  hadde, 
And  ther-with    he    his    shaldres   over- 

spradde ;  (680) 

Bat  thinne  it  lay,  by  colpons  oon  and 

oon; 
Bat  hood,  for  jolitee,  ne  wered  he  noon, 
For  it  was  trassed  ap  in  his  walet.       681 
Him  thoaghte,  he  ro9d  al  of  the  newe  jet ; 
Dischevele,  save  his  cappe,  he  rood  al 

bare. 
Swiohe  glaringe  eyen  hadde  he  as  an 

hare. 
A  vemicle  hadde  he  sowed  on  his  cappe. 
His  walet  lay  bifom  him  in  his  lappe,  686 
Bret-ftd  of  pardoan  come  firom  Home  al 

hoot  (689) 

A  voys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot. 
No  berd  hadde  he,  ne  never  sholde  have, 
As  smothe  it  was  as  it  were  late  y-shave ; 
I  trowe  he  were  a  gelding  or  a  mare.   691 
Bat  of  his  craft,  fro  Berwik  into  Ware, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  another  pardoner. 
For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwe-beer, 
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Which    that,  he    seyde,   was   our   hidy 

veyl :  695 

He  seyde,  he  hadde  a  gobet  of  the  seyl 
That  sSynt  Peter  hadde,  -whan  that  he 

vrente  {^}9) 

Up-on  the  see,  til  Jesu  Crist  him  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croys  of  latoan,  ful  of  stones, 
And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  bones.  700 
But  with  thise  relikes,  whan   that   he 

fond 
A  povre  person  dwelling  ap-on  lond, 
Ui>-on  a  day  he  gat  him  more  moneye 
Than  that  the  i>erson  gat  in  monthes 

tweye. 
And  thus,  with  feyned  flaterye  and  japes, 
He  made  the  person  and  the  peple  his 

apes.  706 

Bnt  trew^  to  tellen,  atte  laste,         (709) 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclesiaste. 
Wei  conde  he  rede  a  lessonn  or  a  storie, 
Bat  alderbest  he  song  an  ofFertorie  ;     710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songe. 
He  moflte   proche,  and  wel   a£fyle   his 

tonge, 
To  winne  silver,  as  he  ful  wel  coude ; 
Therefore  he  song  so  meriely  and  loude. 

Kow  have  I  told  yon  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
Th'estat,  th'array,  the  nombre,  and  eek  the 

cause  716 

Why  that  assembled  was  this  companye 
In  Southwerk,  at  this  gentil  hostelrye, 
That  highte  the   Tabard,  faste  by  the 

Belle.  (721) 

But  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle      730 
How  that  we  baren  us  that  ilka  night, 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hostelrye  alight. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of  our  viage. 
And  al  the  remenaunt  of  our  pilgrimage. 
But  first  I  pray  yow,  of  your  ctirteisye,  725 
That  ye  n*arette  it  nat  my  vileinye, 
Thogh   that   I   pleynly   speke    in    this 

matere,  (729) 

To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  chere  ; 
Ne  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  properly. 
For  this  ye  knowen  al-so  wel  as  I,         730 
Who-so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man, 
He  moot  reherce,  as  ny  as  ever  he  can, 
Everich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al   speke   he   never    so   rudeUche   and 

large; 


Or  elles  he  moot  telle  his  tale  untrewe,  735 
Or  feyne  thing,  or  finde  wordes  newe. 
He  may  nat  spare,  al-thogh  he  were  his 

brother ;  (739) 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak    him-self  ful   brode  in    holy 

writ. 
And  wel  ye  woot,  no  vileinye  is  it.        740 
£ek  Plato  seith,  who*so  that  can  him 

rede. 
The  wordes  mote  be  oosin  to  the  dede. 
Also  I  prey  yow  to  foiyeve  it  me, 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here  in  this  tale,  as  that  they  sholde 

stonde ;  745 

My  wit  is  short,  ye  may  wel  understonde. 
Greet  chere  made  our  hoste  us  everichon. 
And  to  the  soper  sette  us  anon ;  (750) 

And  served  us  with  vitaUle  at  the  beste. 
Strong  was  the  wyn,  and  wel  to  drinke 

us  leste.  750 

A  semely  man  our  hoste  was  with-alle 
For  to  han  been  a  marshal  in  an  halle ; 
A  large  man  he  was  with  eyen  stepe, 
A  fairer  burgeys  is  ther  noon  in  Chepe :  . 
Bold  of  his  speohe,  and  wys,  and  wel 

y-taught,  755 

And  of  manhod  him  lakkede  right  naught. 
Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  meiy  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan,        (7^) 
And    spak  of  mirthe    amonges   othere 

thinges, 
Wlian  that  we  hadde  maad  our  reken- 

inges;  7^ 

And  seyde  thus : '  Kow,  lordinges,  trewely, 
Ye  been  to  me  right  welcome  hertely : 
For  by  my  trouthe,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lye, 
I  ne  saugh  this  yeer  so  mery  a  companye 
At  ones  in  this  herberwe  as  is  now.      765 
Fayn  wolde  I  doon  yow  mirthe,  wiste 

I  how. 
And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bithoght, 
To    doon   yow    ese,  and   it   shal    coste 

noght.  (770) 

Ye  goon  to  Caunterbury;    God  yow 

spede, 
The    blisful    martir    quyte    yow    your 

mede.  77^> 

And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  by  the  weye, 
Ye  shapen  yow  to  talen  and  to  pleye ; 
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For  trewelyf  oonfort  ne  mirthe  is  noon 
To  ryde  by  the  weye  donmb  as  a  stoon ; 
And  therfore  wol  I  maken  yow  disport, 
As  I  seyde  erst,  and  doon  yow  som  con- 

fort.  776 

And  if  yow  lyketh  alle,  by  oon  assent, 
Now  for  to  stonden  at  my  jngement,   (780) 
And  for  to  werken  as  I  shal  yow  seye, 
To-morwe,  whan  ye  ryden  by  the  weye. 
Now,  by  my  fader  sonle,  that  is  deed,  781 
But  ye  be  merye,  I  wol  yeve  yow  myn 

heed. 
Hold  up   your   hond,    withonten   more 

speche.' 
Oar    coonseil  was   nat  longe   for  to 

seche; 
Us  thoughte  it  was  noght  worth  to  make 

itwys,  785 

And    graunted    him    withonten    more 

avys, 
And  bad  him  seye  his   verdit,  as  him 

leste. 
'Lordinges,'  qnod  he,  'now  herkneth 

for  the  beste  ;  (790) 

But  tak  it  not,  I  prey  yow,  in  desdeyn ; 
This  is  the  poynt,  to  speken  short  and 

pleyn,  790 

That  ech  of  yow,  to  shorte  with  your 

weye. 
In  this  yiage,  shal  telle  tales  tweye, 
To  Cannterbuxy-ward,  I  mene  it  so. 
And  horn-ward    he   shal   tellen    othere 

two. 
Of  aventnres  that  whylom  han  bifalle.  795 
And  which  of  yow  that  beretii  him  best 

of  alle, 
That  is  to  sejm,  that  telleth  in  this  cas 
Tales  of  best  sentence  and  most  solas,  (800) 
Shal  have  a  soper  at  our  aller  cost 
Here  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  post. 
Whan  that  we  oome  agayn  fro  Gaunter- 

bury.  801 

And  for  to  make  srow  the  more  mery, 
I  wol  my-selven  gladly  with  yow  ryde, 
Right  at  myn  owne  cost,  and  be  your 

gyde. 
And  who-so  wol  my  jugement  withseye 
Shal  paye  al   that  we  spenden   by  the 

weye.  P06 

And  if  ye  vonche-sauf  that  it  be  so, 
Tel  me  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  (810) 


And  I  wol  erly  shape  me  therfore.* 
This  thing  was  graunted,  and  our  othes 

swore  810 

With  ful  glad  herte,  and  preyden  him 

also 
That  he  wold  vouche-sauf  for  to  do  so, 
And  that  he  wolde  been  our  govemour, 
And  of  our  tales  juge  and  reportour, 
And  sette  a  soper  at  a  certeyn  prys ;     815 
And  we  wold  reuled  been  at  his  devys, 
In  heigh  and  lowe;  and  thus,  by  oon 

assent, 
We  been  acorded  to  his  jugement.      (830) 
And  th6r-upK>n  the  wjm  was  fet  anon ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  reste  wente  eohon, 
With-outen  any  lenger  taiyinge.  8a  i 

A-morwe,  whan  that  day  bigan  to  springe, 
Up   roos   our   host,  and  was   our  aller 

cok. 
And  gadrede  us  togidre,  alle  in  a  flok, 
And  forth  we  riden,  a  litel  more  than 

pas,  8a5 

Un-to  the  watering  of  seint  Thomas. 
And  there  our  host  bigan  his  hors  areste. 
And  seyde ;  '  Lordinges,  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste.  (830) 

Ye  woot  your  forward,  and  I  it  yow  re- 

corde. 
If  even-song  and  morwe-song  acorde,    830 
Lat   see  now  who  shal  telle  the  flrste 

tale. 
As  ever  mote  I  drinke  wyn  or  ale, 
Who-so  be  rebel  to  my  jugement 
Shal  paye  for   al   that  by  the   weye  is 

spent. 
Now    draweth  cut,    er    that   we    ferrer 

twinne ;  835 

He  which  that  hath  the  shortest  shal 

biginne. 
Sire  knight,'  quod  he,  '  my  maister  and 

my  lord,  (839) 

Now  draweth  cut,  for  that  is  myn  acord. 
Ck>meth  neer,'  quod  he,  '  my  lady  prior- 


And  ye,  sir  clerk,  lat  be  your  shamikst- 
nesse,  840 

Ne  stndieth  noght ;   ley  hond  to,  eveiy 
man.' 
Anon  to  drawen  every  wight  bigan. 

And  shortly  for  to  tellen,  as  it  was, 

Were  jt  by  aventure,  or  sort,  or  cas. 
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The  Bothe  ia  this,  the  out  fil  to  the  knight, 
Of  "^hich  ftil  blythe  and  glad  was  every 
wight ;  846 

And  telle  he  moete  hia  tale,  as  was  reaonn, 
By  forward  and  by  composicionn,  (850) 
Ajb  ye  han  herd  ;  what  nedeth  wordes  mo? 
And    whan    this    gode    mui    sangh    it 

850 


was  so 


As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 

To  kepe  his  forward  by  his  free  assent. 


He    seyde  :    '  Sin    I    shal    beginne   the 

game, 
What,   welcome    be  the  cnt,   a  Goddes 

name! 
Now  lat  ns  lyde,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.'  855 

And  with  that  word  we  riden  forth  our 

weye ;  (858) 

And  he  bigan  with  right  a  mery  chore 
His  tale  anon,  and  seyde  in  this  manere. 


Here  endeth  the  prolog  of  this  book;  and  here  biglnneth  the  first  tale, 

which  is  the  Knlghtes  Tale. 


THE    KNIGHTES    TALE. 

Tamque  domoa  patriot,  ScUhict  pott  atpera  gentit 
Prelia,  laurigero,  dc^  [Statins,  Theb.  xiL  519.] 


WiiTLOM,  as  olde  stories  tellen  ns, 
Ther  was  a  dnk  that  highte  Thesens ;  860 
Of  Athenee  he  was  lord  and  govemonr, 
And  in  his  tyme  swich  a  conqaeronr, 
That  gretter  was  ther  noon  under  the 

Sonne. 
Fol  many    a   riclie    contree    hadde    he 

wonne ;  864 

What  with  his  wisdom  and  his  chivalrye, 
He  conquered  al  the  regne  of  Femenye, 
That  whylom  was  y-cleped  Soithia ; 
And  weddede  the  qnene  Ipolita,  (10) 

And  broghte  hir  hoom  with  him  in  his 

contree  869 

With  mnchel  glorie  and  greet  solempnitee. 
And  eek  hir  yonge  suster  Emelye. 
And  thns  with  victorie  and  with  melodve 


Lete     I    this     noble    dnk    to    Athenes 

ryde, 
And  al  his  boost,  in  armes,  him  bisyde. 

And  certes,  if  it  nere  to  long  to  here,  875 
I  wolde  han  told  yow  fnlly  the  manere. 
How  wonnen  was  the  regne  of  Femeuye 
By  Thesens,  and  by  his  chiyalrsre ;       (ao) 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwixen  Athente  and  Amasones ;       880 
And  how  asseged  was  Ipolita, 
The  faire  hardy  quene  of  Scithia ; 
And  of  the  feste  that  was  at  hir  weddings, 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hir  hoom-cominge ; 
Bnt  al  that  thing  I  moot  as  now  forbere. 
I  have,  Ood  woot,  a  large  feeld  to  ere,  886 
And  wayke  been  the  oxen  in  my  plough. 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  is  long  y-nongh. 
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I  wol  nat  letten  eek  noon  of  this  ronte ; 
Lat  eveiy  felawe  telle  his  tale  abonfe,  890 
And  lat  see  now  who   shal  the    soper 

winne ;  (33) 

And  ther  I  lefte,  I  wol  agejm  biginna 

This  dak,  of  whom  I  make  menoionn, 
When  he  was  come   almost   nnto  the 

tonn, 
In  al  his  wele  and  in  his  moste  piyde,  895 
He  was  war,  as  he  oaste  his  eye  asyde, 
Wher  that  ther  kneled  in  the  hye  weye 
A  oompanye  of  ladies,  tweye  and  tw^ye, 
Ech  after  other,  olad  in  olothes  blake ;  (41) 
Bat  swioh  a  017  and  swich  a  wo  they 

make,  900 

'Hiat  in  this  world  nis  oreatore  livinge, 
That  herde  swioh  another  weymenting^ ; 
And  of  this  ory  they  nolde  never  stenten, 
Til  they  the  reynes  of  his  biydel  henten. 
*  What  folk  ben  ye,  that  at  mjm  hoom- 

oominge  905 

Fertnrben  so  my  feste  with  oiyinge ?* 
Qaod  Theeeas,  *  have  ye  so  greet  envjre 
Of  myn  honour,  that  thos  oompleyne  and 

crye?  (50) 

Or  who  hath  yow  misboden,  or  o£Fended  ? 
And  telleth  me  if  it  may  been  amended ; 
And  why  that  ye  ben  clothed  thus  in 

blak?'  911 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  alle  spak, 
When  she  hadde  swowned  with  a  deedly 

ohere. 
That  it  was  nmthe  for  to  seen  and  here, 
Andseyde:  ^  Lord,  to  whom  Fortane  hath 

yiven  915 

Yictorie,  and  as  a  oonqaeroar  to  liven, 
Noght  greveth  ns  yoar  glorie  and  yoor 

honoor; 
Bat  we  biseken  mercy  and  soconr.       (60) 
Have  mercy  on  oar  wo  and  oar  distresse. 
80m  drope  of  pitee,  thargh  thy  gentil- 

esse,  920 

Up-on  OS  wxeoohed  wommen  lat  then  falle. 
For  certes,  lord,  ther  nis  noon  of  as  alle. 
That  she  nath  been  a  dachesse  or  a  quene ; 
Kow  be  we  caitifs,  as  it  is  wel  Bene  : 
Thanied  be  Fortane,  and  hir  fUse  wheel, 
That  noon  estat  assareth  to  be  weeL  926 
And  certes,  lord,  t'abjrden  yoar  presence, 
Here   in    the   temple    of  the   goddesse 

Clemence  (70) 


We  han  ben  waytinge  al  this  foartenight ; 

Now  help  as,  lord,  sith  it  is  in  thy  might. 

I  wrecche,  which  that  wepe  and  waille 

thas,  931 

Was  whylom  wyf  to  king  Capaneos, 
That  starf  at  Thebes,  cnrsed  be  that  day ! 
And  alle  we,  that  been  in  this  array. 
And  maken  al  this  lamentacioan,         935 
We  losten  alle  oar  hoosbondes  at  that 

toan, 
Whyl  that  the  sege  ther«boate  lay. 
And  3ret  now  th*olde  Creon,  weylaway ! 
The  lord  is  now  of  lliebes  the  oitee,     (81) 
Falfild  of  ire  and  of  iniqaitee,  940 

He,  for  despyt,  and  for  his  tirannye, 
To  do  the  dede  bodyes  vileinye. 
Of  alle  oar  lordes,  whiche  that  ben  slawe. 
Hath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  heep  y-drawe, 
And  wol  nat  soffiren  hem,  by  noon  assent. 
Neither  to  been  y-boried  nor  y-brent,  946 
Bat  maketh  hoandes  ete  hem  in  despyt* 
And  with  that  word,  with<oaten  more 

respyt,  (90) 

They  fillen  graf,  and  oiyden  pitoasly, 
*Have   on   as  wrecched  wonmien    som 

mercy,  950 

And  lat  oar  sorwe  sinken  in  ttyn.  herte.' 
This  gentil  dak  doan  from  his  coarser 

sterte 
With  herte  pitoos,  whan  he  herde  hem 

speke. 
Him  thoaghte  that  his  herte  wolde  broke. 
Whan  he  saogh  hem  so  pitoas  and  so 

mat,  955 

That  whylom  weren  of  so  greet  estat 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  alle  ap  hente. 
And  hem  oonforteth  in  ftil  good  entente ; 
And  Bwoor  his  00th,   as  he  was  trews 

knight,  (loi) 

He  wolde  doon  so  ferforthly  his  might  960 
Up-on  the  lyraant  Oreon  hem  to  wreke, 
lliat  al  the  peple  of  Grece  sholde  speke 
How  Greon  was  of  Theseas  y-served. 
As  he  that  hadde  his  deeth  fal  wel  de- 
served. 964 
And  right  anoon,  with-oaten  more  abood, 
His  baner  he  desplayeth,  and  forth  rood 
To  Thebes-ward,  and  al  his  host  bisyde  ; 
No  neer  Athenfis  wolde  he  go  ne  ryde, 
Ne  take  his  ese  ftilly  half  a  day,          (iii) 
Bat  onward  on  his  wey  that  night  he  lay ; 
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And  sente  auoon  Ipolita  the  queue,      971 
And  Emelye  hir  yonge  snster  shene, 
Un-to  the  tonn  of  Athene  to  dwelle; 
And  forth  he  rit ;  ther  nis  namore  to 

telle. 
The  rede  statue  of  Man,  with  spere 

and  targe,  975 

So  shyneth  in  his  whyte  baner  laxge, 
That  alle  the  feeldes  gliteren  up  and  doun ; 
And  by  his  buier  bom  is  his  penoun  (lao) 
Of  gold  fal  riche,  in  -which  ther  was 

y-bete 
The  Minotaur,  which  that  he  slough  in 

Crete.  980 

Thus  rit  this  duk,  thus  rit  this  conquexour, 
And  in  his  host  of  chivalrye  the  flour, 
Til  that  he  cam  to  Thebes,  and  alighte 
Faire  in  a  feeld,  ther  as  he  thoghte  ilghte. 
But  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thing,  985 
With  Creon,  which  that  was  of  Thebes 

king, 
He  faught,  and  slough  him  manly  as 

a  knight 
In  pleyn  bataille,  and  putte  the  folk  to 

flight ;  (130) 

And  by  assaut  he  wan  the  citee  after. 
And  rente  adoiin  bothe  wal,  and  sparre, 

and  rafter ;  990 

And  to  the  ladyes  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  hir  honsbondes  that  were 

slayn. 
To  doon  obs^uiee,  as  was  tho  the  gyse. 
But  it  were  al  to  long  for  to  devyse      994 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  waymentinge 
That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brenninge 
Of  the  bodyes,  and  the  grete  honour 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conqueronr,  (140) 
Doth  to  the  ladyes,  whan  they  fn>m  him 

wente ;  999 

But  shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whan  that  this  worthy  duk,  this  Theseus, 
Hath  Creon  slayn,  and  wonne  Thebes 

thus, 
Stille  in  that  feeld  he  took  al  night  his 

reste, 
And  dide  with  al  the  contree    as  him 

leste.  1004 

To  ransake  in  the  tas  of  bodyes  dede, 
Hem  for  to  strepe  of  hameys  and  of  wede, 
The  pilours  diden  bisinesse  and  cure, 
After  the  bataille  and  disoonfiture.     (150) 


And  so  bifel,  that  in  the  tas  they  founde, 
Thurgh-girt  with  many  a  grevous  blody 

wounde,  loio 

Two  yonge  knightes  ligging  by  and  by, 
Bothe  in  oon  armes,  wroght  ftil  richely, 
Of  whiche  two,  Arcita  hight  that  oon. 
And  that  other  knight  hight  Palamon. 
Nat  fully  quike,  ne  fully  dede  they  were. 
But  by  hir  oote-armures,  and  by  bir  gere, 
The  heraudes  knewe  hem  best  in  special, 
As  they  that  weren  of  the  blood  royal  (160) 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  y-bom. 
Out  of  the  tas  the  pilours  han  hem  torn, 
And  han    hem    caried  softe  un-to   the 

tente  103 1 

Of  Theseus,  and  he  ful  sone  hem  sente 
To  AthenSs,  to  dwellen  in  prisonn 
Perpetuelly,  he  nolde  no  raunsoun. 
And  whan  this  worthy  duk  hath  thus 

y-don,  1025 

He  took  his  host,  and  hoom  he  rood  anon 
With  laurer  crowned  as  a  conquerour ; 
And  there    he  liveth,   in  joye  and    in 

honour,  (170) 

Terme  of  his  lyf ;   what  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
And  in  a  tour,  in  angwish  and  in  wo,  1050 
Dwellen  this  Palamoun  and  eek  Arcite, 
For  evermore,   ther  may  no  gold  hem 

quyte. 
This  passeth  yeer  by  yeer,  and  day  by 

day, 
Til  it  fil  ones,  in  a  morwe  of  May, 
That  Emelye,  that  fairer  was  to  sene  1035 
Than  is  the  lilie  upon  his  stalke  grene. 
And  fressher  than  the  May  with  floures 

newe —  (179) 

For  with  the  rose  colour  stroof  hir  hewe, 
I  noot  which  was  the  fairer  of  hem  two — 
£r  it  were  day,  as  was  hir  wone  to  do. 
She  was  arisen,  and  al  redy  dight ;     1041 
For  May  wol  have  no  slogardye  a-night. 
The  sesoun  priketh  every  gentil  herte. 
And  maketh  him  out  of  his  sleep  to  sterte, 
And  seith,  'Arys,  and  do  thyn  obser- 

vaunce.'  (187)  1045 

This  maked  Emelye  have  remembraunce 
To  doon  honour  to  May,  and  for  to  ryse. 
Y-dothed  was  she  fresh,  for  to  devyse ; 
Hir  yelow  heer  was  broyded  in  a  tresse, 
Bihinde  hir  bak,  a  yerde  long,  I  gesse. 
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And  in  the  gardin,  at  the  sonne  np-riste, 
She  walkeih  up  and  donn,  and  as  hir 

liste 
She  gadereth  floarea,  party  whyte  and 

rede, 
To  make  a  sotil  gerland  for  hir  hede, 
And  as  an  anngel  hevenly  she  song.    1055 
The  grete  tour,  that  was  so  thikke  and 

strong, 
Which  of  the  castel  was  the  chief  don- 

geonn,  (199) 

(Ther-as  the  knightes  weren  in  prisonn, 
Of  whiche  I  tolde  yow,  and  tellen  shal) 
Wasevenejoynanttothegardin-wal,  1060 
Ther  as  this  Emelye  hadde  hir  pleyinge. 
Bright  was  the  Sonne,   and   deer  that 

morweninge, 
And  Palamon,  this  woitd  prisoner, 
As  was  his  wone,  by  leve  of  his  gayler, 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on 

heigh,  1065 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
And  eek  the  gardin,  ftil  of  brannches 

grene,  (209) 

Ther-as  this  Aresshe  Emelye  the  shene 
Was  in  hir  walk,  and  romed  np  and 

dotin.  1069 

This  sorweftd  prisoner,  this  Palamoon, 
Gkyth  in  the  chambre,  roming  to  and  fro, 
And  to  him-self  oompleyning  of  his  wo ; 
That  he  was  bom,  fal  ofbe  he  seyde, '  alas ! ' 
And  so  bifel,  by  aventnre  or  cas. 
That  thurgh  a  window,  thikke  of  many 

abarre  1075 

Of  yren  greet,  and  square  as  any  sparre. 
He  caste  his  eye  npon  Emelya, 
And  ther-with-al  he  bleynte,  and  ciyde 

'a!'  (220) 

As  though  he  stongen  were  nn>to  the 

herte.  1079 

And  with  that  ciy  Arcite  anon  np-sterte, 
And    seyde,   *Ck>sin   myn,    what   eyleth 

thee. 
That  art  so  pale  and  deedly  on  to  see  ? 
Why  crydestow?    who  hath  thee  doon 

o£Fence  ? 
For  Goddes  love,  tak  al  in  pacience    1084 
Onr  prisonn,  for  it  may  non  other  be  ; 
Fortune  hath  yeven  ns  this  adversitee. 
Som  wikke  aspect  or  disposicionn 
Of  Satnme,  by  sum  constellacioon,    (330) 


Hath  yeven  ns  this,  al-thongh  we  hadde 

it  sworn ; 
So  stood  the  heven  whan  that  we  were 

bom ;  1090 

We  moete  endnre  it :  this  is  the  short  and 

pleyn.' 
This   Palamon   answerde,  and   seyde 

ageyn, 
'  Coqoi,  for  sothe,  of  this  opinionn 
Thou  hast  a  veyn  imaginaeioun. 
This  prison  caused  me  nat  for  to  ciye.  1095 
Bnt  I  was  hnrt  right  now  thnrgh-ont 

myn  yfi 
In-to  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
The  faimesse  of  that  lady  that  I  see  (340) 
Yond  in  the  gardin  romen  to  and  fro, 
Is  cause  of  al  my  crying  and  my  wo.  1 100 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  g^desse ; 
Bat  Yenns  is  it,  soothly,  as  I  gesse.' 
And  ther-with-al  on  kne^s  doon  he  fll, 
And  seyde :  *  Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yowin  this  gardin  thns  to  transflgnre  1 105 
Bifore  me,  sorweftil  wrecche  creature. 
Out  of  this  prisoun  help  that  we  may 

scapen. 
And  if  so  be  my  destinee  be  shapen    (250) 
By  eteme  word  to  dyen  in  prisoun. 
Of  our  linage  have  som  compassioun,  1 1 10 
That  is  so  lowe  y-broght  by  tirannye.' 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  gan  espye 
Wher-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro. 
And  with  that  sighte  hir  beautee  horte 

him  so,  1 1 14 

That,  if  that  Palamon  was  wounde<l  sore, 
Arcite  is  hurt  as  muche  as  he,  or  more. 
And  with  a  sigh  he  seyde  pitonsly  :    (259) 
*  The  fresshe  beautee  sleeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hir  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place ; 
And,  but  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace. 
That  I  may  seen  hir  atte  leeste  weye,  1121 
I  nam  but  deed ;  ther  nis  namore  to  seye.' 
This  Palamon,  whan   he  tho  wordes 

herde, 
Dispitously  he  loked,  and  answerde  : 
'  Whether  seistow  ^lis  in  emest  or  in 

pley?'  1125 

*Nay,'  quod  Arcite,  'in  emest,  by  my 

fey! 
God  help  me  so,  me  list  fHil  yvele  pleye.' 
This  Palamon  gan  knitte  his  browes 

tweye ;  (270) 
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*It  nere,'  quod   he,   *to  tbee  no  greet 

honour 
For  to  be  falB,  ne  for  to  be  tr»ytoiir     1 130 
To  me,  that  am  thy  coein  and  thy  brother 
Y-«wom  fill  depe,  and  ech  of  us  til  other, 
That  never,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne, 
Til  that  the  deeth  departe  shal  as  tweyne, 
Neither  of  as  in  love  to  hindren  other,  1 135 
Ke  in  non  other  cas,  my  leve  brother ; 
But  thatthon  sholdesttrewelyforthrenme 
In  every  cas,  and  I  shal  forthrenthee.  (a8o) 
This  was  thyn  00th,  and  mynalso,  cert^yn ; 
I  wot  rig^ht  wel,  thou  darat  it  natwithseyn« 
Thus  artow  of  my  oonnseil,  ont  of  donte. 
And  now  thou  woldest  falsly  been  abonte 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  serve, 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Kow  certes,  faJs  Arcite,  thon  shalt  nat  so. 
I  loved  hir  first,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo  1 146 
As  to  my  coonseil,  and  my  brother  sworn 
To  forthre  me,  as  I  have  told  bifom.  (390) 
For  which  thou  art  y-bonnden  as  a  knight 
To  helpen  me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  might,  1150 
Or  ellea  artow  fals,  I  dar  wel  seyn.' 

This  Arcitd  fal  proudly  spak  ageyn, 
*Thou  shalt,*  quod  he,   'be  rather  fals 

than  I; 
But  thon  art  fals,  I  telle  thee  utterly ; 
For  par  amour  I  loved  hir  first  er  thow.  1 155 
What  wiltow  myn  ?  thou  wistest  nat  yet 

now 
Whether  she  be  a  womman  or  goddesse ! 
Thyn  is  aifeccionn  of  hoUnesse,  (300) 

And  myn  is  love,  as  to  a  creature ; 
For  which  I  tolde  thee  myn  aventure  1 160 
As  to  my  cosin,  and  my  brother  sworn. 
I  i>ose,  that  thou  lovedest  hir  bifom ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  the  olde  olerkee  sawe, 
That  "  who  shal  yeve  a  lover  any  lawe?  " 
Love  is  a  gretter  lawe,  by  my  pan,      1165 
Than  may  be  yeve  to  any  erthly  man. 
And  therefore   positif  lawe   and   swich 

decree 
Is  broke  al-day  for  love,  in  ech  degree.  (310) 
A  man  moot  nodes  love,  maugree  his  heed. 
He  may  nat  fleen  it,  thogh  he  sholde  be 

deed,  1170 

Al  be  she  mayde,  or  widwe,  or  elles  wyf. 
And  eek  it  is  nat  lykly,  al  thy  lyf. 
To  stonden  in  hir  grace ;  namore  shal  I ; 
For  wel  thou  woost  thy-selven,  verraily, 


That  thou  and  I  be  dampned  to  prisoun 
Perpetuelly ;  us  gayneth  no  raunsoun. 
We  stiyve  as  dide  the  houndes  for  the 

boon,  1177 

Theyfouirhte  al  day,  and  yet  hir  part  was 

noon ;  (330) 

Ther  cam  a  kyte,  whyl  that  they  were 

wrothe, 
And  bar   awey  the  boon   bitwixe  hem 

bothe.    .  1 180 

And  therfore,  at  the  kinges  court,  my 

brother, 
Ech  man  for  him-flelf,  ther  is  non  other. 
Love  if  thee  list ;  for  I  love  and  ay  shal ; 
And  soothjy,  leve  brother,  this  is  aL 
Here  in  this  prisoun  mote  we  endure,  118I5 
And  everich  of  us  take  his  aventure.' 
Greet  was  the  stiyf  and  long  bitwize 

hem  tweye, 
If  that  I  hadde  leyser  for  to  seye ;      (330) 
But  to  th'effect.    It  happed  on  a  day, 
(To  telle  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may)   1190 
A  worthy  duk  that  highte  Perotheus, 
That  felawe  was  un-to  duk  Theseus 
Sin  thilke  day  that  they  were  children 

lyte, 
Was  come  to  Athenes,  his  felawe  to  visyte, 
And  for  to  pleye,  as  he  was  wont  to  do, 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  so :  1 196 
And  he  loved  him  as  tendrely  ageyn. 
So  wel  they  loved,  as  olde  bokes  seyn,  (340) 
That  whan  that  oon  was  deed,  sothly  to 

telle. 
His  felawe  wente  and  soghte  him  doun  in 

helle ;  laoo 

But  of  that  story  list  me  nat  to  wryte. 
Duk  Perotheus  loved  wel  Arcite, 
And  hadde  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  by 

yere; 
And  fynaJly,  at  requeste  and  preyere  1304 
Of  Perotheus,  with-oute  any  raunsoun, 
Duk  Theseus  him  leet  out  of  prisoun, 
Freely  to  goon,  wher  that  him  liste  over-al, 
In  swich  a  gjrse,  as  I  you  teUen  shiJ.  (350) 
This  was  the  forward,  pleynly  for  t'en- 

dyte, 
Bitwixen  Theseus  and  him  Arcite :     1210 
That  if  so  were,  that  Arcite  were  y-founde 
Ever  in  his  lyf,  by  day  or  night  or  stounde 
In  any  contree  of  this  Theseus, 
And  he  were  caught,  it  was  acorded  thus, 
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That  with  a  swerd  he  sholde  lose  his 

heed ;  1315 

Ther  nas  non  other  rexnedye  ne  reed, 
Bat  taketh  his  lere,  and  hoxnvard  he  him 

spedde ;  (359) 

Let  him  be  war,  his  nekke  Ijth  to  wedde ! 

How  greet  a  sorwe  safireth  now  Arcite ! 

The  deeth  he  feleth  thorgh  his  herte 

smyte ;  laao 

He  wepeth,  wayleth,  oxyeth  pitonsly ; 
To  sleen  him-self  he  wayteth  prively. 
He  seyde,  *  AUas  that  day  that  I  was  bom ! 
Now  is  my  prison  worse  than  bifom ; 
Now  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle  1335 
Noght  in  pnrgatorie,  but  in  helle. 
Alias !  that  ever  knew  I  Perothens ! 
For  elles  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theseus 
Y-fetered  in  his  prisoim  ever-mo.        (371) 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  in  wo. 
Only  the  sighte  of  hir,  whom  that  I  serve, 
Though  thatlnever  hir  grace  may  deserve, 
Wolde  han  snffised  right  y-nongh  for  me. 
O  dere  oosin  Falamon,'  quod  he, 
*  Thyn  is  the  viotorie  of  this  aventnre,  1235 
Fal  blisfully  in  prison  maistow  dure ; 
In  prison  ?  oertes  nay,  but  in  paradys ! 
Wei  hath  fortune  y-tnmed  thee  the  dys, 
That  hast  the  sighte  of  hir,  and  I  th'ab- 

senoe.  (381)  1339 

For  possible  is,  sin  then  hast  hir  presence, 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
That  by  som  cas,  sin  fortune  is  ohaimge- 

able, 
Thonmaysttothydesyrsom-tymeatteyne. 
But  I,  that  am  exyled,  and  bareyne 
Of  alle  grace,  and  in  so  greet  despeir,  1345 
That  ther  nis  erthe,  water,  fyr,  ne  eir, 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  maked  is, 
That  may  me  h^pe  or  doon  oonf  ort  in  this : 
Wei  onghte  I  sterve  in  wanhope  and  dis- 

treflse ;  (391) 

Farwel  my  lyf  ,  my  lust,  and  my  gladnesse ! 
Alias,  why  pleynen  folk  so  in  commune 
Of  purveyaunce  of  God,  or  of  fortune, 
That  yeveth  hem  ftil  ofbe  in  many  a  gyse 
Wei  bettre  than  they  can  hem-self  devyse  ? 
Som  man  desyreth  for  to  han  richesse,  1355 
That  cause  is  of  his  mordre  or  greet  sik- 

nesse. 
And  som  man  wolde  oat  of  his  prison  fayn, 
That  in  his  hous  is  of  his  meynee  slayn. 


Infinite  harmes  been  in  this  matere ;  (401) 
We  witen  nat  what  thing  we  preyen  here. 
We  faren  as  he   that   dronke  is  as  a 

ia6i 


mous; 


A  dronke  man  wot  wel  he  hath  an  hous, 
But  he  noot  which  the  righte  wey  is  thider ; 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider. 
And  certes,  in  this  world  so  feuren  we ; 
We  seken  faste  after  felicitee,  1366 

But  we  goon  wrong  ful  often,  trewely. 
Thus  may  we  seyen  alle,  and  namely  I,  (4 10) 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  opinioun, 
That,  if  I  mighte  eecapen  from  prisoun. 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  joye  and  perfit 

hele,  1 371 

Ther  now  I  am  ezyled  fro  my  wele. 
Sin  that  I  may  nat  seen  yow,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  ther  nis  no  remedye.' 

Up-on  that  other  syde  Falamon,      1375 
Whan  that  he  wiste  Arcite  was  agon, 
Swioh  sorwe  he  me^eth,  that  the  grete 

tour 
Besouneth  of  his  youling  and  clamour. 
The  pure  fettres  on  his  shines  grete  (431) 
Weren  of  his  bittre  salte  teres  wete.   1380 
*  Alias ! '  quod  he,  *  Aroita,  oosin  myn, 
Of  al  our  stryf ,  God  woot,  the  fruyt  is  thyn. 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large, 
And  of  my  wo  thou  yevest  litel  charge. 
Thou  mayst,  sin  thou  hast  wisdom  and 

manhede,  1385 

Assemblen  alle  the  folk  of  our  kinrede, 
And  me^e  a  werre  so  sharp  on  this  citee, 
That  by  som  aventure,  or  som  tretee, 
Thou  mayst  have  hir  to  lady  and  to  wyf. 
For  whom  that  I  •fmot  nedes  lese  my  lyf. 
For,  as  I7  w^  of  possibilitee,     (433)1391 
Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prison  free. 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  avauntage, 
More  than  is  myn,  that  sterve  here  in  a 

cage.  1394 

For  I  mot  wepe  and  wayle,  whyl  I  live, 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yive, 
And  eek  with  peyne  that  love  me  yiveth 

»l«o,  (439) 

That  doubleth  al  my  torment  and  my  wo.' 
Ther-with  the  fyr  of  jelon^e  up-sterte 
With-inne  his  brest,  and  hente  him  by 

the  herte  1300 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  biholde 
The  box-tree,  or  the  osshen  dede  and  colde. 
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Z^t  Untg^tee  Zak. 


[t.  1305-1388. 


Tho  seyde  he ;     ^  O  crael    goddes,  that 

goveme 
This  world  with  hinding  of  your  word 

eteme, 
And  wryten  in  the  table  of  athamannt  1305 
Yoor  parlementf  and  your  eterne  grannt, 
What  is  mankinde  more  nn-to  yow  holde 
Than  is  the  sheep,  that  ronketh  in  the 

folde?  (450) 

For  slayn  is  man  right  as  another  beete, 
And  dwelleth  eek  in  prison  and  areste, 
And  hath  siknesse,  and  greet  adversitee, 
And  ofte  tymes  giltelees,  pardee  !        131a 
What  goTemaonce  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltelees  tormenteth  innocence  ? 
And  yet  encreseth  this  al  my  penaonoe, 
That  man  is  bonnden  to  his  observatmce, 
For  Goddes  sake,  to  letten  of  his  wille, 
Ther  as  a  beest  may  al  his  Inst  falfllle.  (460) 
And  whan  a  beest  is  deed,  he  hath  no 

pejme; 
But  man  after  his  deeth  moot  wepe  and 

pleyne,  1320 

Though  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  wo: 
With-outen  donte  it  josLy  stonden  so. 
Th'  answere  of  this  I  lete  to  divyuis, 
But  wel  I  woot,  that  in  this  world  gret 

Tpyne  is. 
Alias !  I  see  a  serpent  or  a  theef,         1335 
That  many  a  trewe  man  hath  doon  mes- 

cheef. 
Goon  at  his  liirge,  and  wher  him  list  may 

tame.  (469) 

But' I  mot  been  in  prison  thurgh  Satume, 
And  eek  thurgh  Juno,  jalous  and  eek  wood, 
That  hath  destroyed  wel  ny  al  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  waste  walles  wyde. 
And  Venus  sleeth  me  on  that  other  qyde 
For  jeloosye,  and  fere  of  him  Arcite.' 
Now  wol  I  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lyte. 
And  lete  him  in  his  prison  stille  dwelle, 
And  of  Arcita  forth  I  wol  yow  telle.    1336 
The  somer  passeth,  and   the   nightes 

longe  (479) 

Encresen  double  wyse  the  peynes  stronge 
Bothe  of  the  lovere  and  the  prisoner. 
I  noot  which  hath  the  wofullere  mester. 
For  shortly  for  to  seyn,  this  Palamoun 
Ferpet nelly  is  dampned  to  prisoun,     1343 
In  cheynes  and  in  fettres  to  ben  deed ; 
And  Arcite  is  exyled  upon  his  heed 


For  ever-mo  as  out  of  that  contree,      1345 
Ne  never-mo  he  shal  his  lady  see. 

Yow  loveres  axe  I  now  this  qnestioun, 
Who  hath  ihe  worse,  Arcite  or  Palamoun  ? 
That  oon  may  seen  his  lady  day  by  day. 
But  in  prison  he  moot  dwelle  alway.  1350 
That  other  wher  him  list  may  ryde  or  go. 
But  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-mo.  (494) 
Now  demeth  as  yow  liste,  ye  tliat  can. 
For  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  bigan. 

Explicit  prima  Pars. 

Seqnitor  pars  secnnda. 

Whan  that  Arcite  to  Thebes  comen  was, 
Ful  ofte  a  day  he  swelte  and  seyde  *  alias,' 
For  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-ma  1357 
And  shortly  to  concluden  al  his  wo,  (500) 
So  muche  sorwe  had  never  creature 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  ma^ 

dure.  1360 

His  sleep,  his  mete,  his  drink  is  him  birafb. 
That  lene  he  wex,  and  drye  as  is  a  shaft. 
His  eyen  holwe,  and  grisly  to  biholde ; 
His  hewe  falwe,  and  pale  as  asshen  colde, 
And  solitarie  he  was,  and  ever  allone,  1365 
And  wailling  al  the  night,  making  his 

mone. 
And  if  he  herde  song  or  instrument. 
Then  wolde  he  wepe,  he  mighte  nat  be 

stent ;  (510) 

So   feble   eek  were  his  spirits,  and  so 

lowe,  1369 

And  chaunged  80,that  no  man  coudeknowe 
His  speche  nor  his  vois,  though  men  it 

herde. 
And  in  his  gere,  for  al  the  world  he  ferde 
Nat  oonly  lyk  the  loveres  maladye 
Of  Hereos,  but  rather  lyk  manye 
Engendred  of  humour  malencolyk,      1375 
Biforen,  in  his  celle  fantastyk. 
And  shortly,  turned  was  al  up-so-doun 
Bothe  habit  and  eek  disposiciotln       (520) 
Of  him,  this  vroML  lovere  daun  Arcite. 

What  sholde  I  al-day  of  his  wo  endyte  ? 
Whan  he  endured  hadde  a  yeer  or  two 
This  cruel  torment,  and  this  peyne  and  wo, 
At  Thebes,  in  his  contree,  as  I  seyde, 
Up-on  a  night,  in  sleep  as  he  him  leyde. 
Him  thoughte  how  that  the  winged  god 

Mercuric  1385 

Bifom  him  stood,  and  bad  him  to  be  mniye. 


T.  1389-I478.] 


Z^t  Unt^tee  Zat^ 
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His  alepy  yerde  in  hond  he  bar  upri^hte ; 
An  hat  he  werede  up-ou  his  heres  brighte. 
Arrayed  was  this  god  (as  he  took  keep) 
As  he  'was  whan  that  Argus  took  his  sleep ; 
And  seyde  him  thus :  '  T  Ath^n^s  shalton 
wende;  (533)  1391 

Ther  is  thee  shapen  of  thy  wo  an  ende/ 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  wook  and  sterte. 
*  Now  trewely,  how  sore  that  me  smerte,' 
Qnod  he,  H' Ath^n^s  right  now  wol  I  fare ; 
Ke  for  the  drede  of  deeth  shal  I  nat  spare 
To  see  my  lady,  that  I  loye  and  serve ; 
In  hir  presence  I  recche  nat  to  ster\'e.'  (540) 
And  with  that  word  he  canghte  a  greet 
mlronr,  1399 

And  saugh  that  ohannged  was  al  his  colour, 
And  saogh  his  visage  al  in  another  kinde. 
And  right  anoon  it  ran  him  in  his  minde. 
That,  sith  his  face  was  so  disfigored 
Of  maladye,  the  which  he  hadde  endured. 
He  nughte  wel,  if  that  he  bar  him  lowe, 
Live  in  Ath^nes  ever-more  nnknowe,  1406 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  by  day. 
And  right  anon  he  channged  his  array, 
And  cladde  him  as  a  povre  laborer,    (551) 
And  al  allone,  save  oonly  a  squyer,     1410 
That  knew  his  privetee  and  al  his  cas, 
Which  was  disgysed  povrely,  as  he  was, 
T' Athdn&s  is  he  goon  the  nexte  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  wente  np-on  a  day, 
And  at  the  gate  he  profreth  his  servyse, 
To  drngge  and  drawe,  what  so  men  wol 
devyse.  1416 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  tm  aeyn^ 
He  ill  in  office  with  a  chamberleyn,    (560) 
The  which  that  dwelling  was  with  Emelye ; 
For  he  was  wys,  and  conde  soon  aspye  i4x> 
Of  eveiy  servaunt,  which  that  serveth 

here. 
Wel  conde  he  hewen  wode,  and  water  here, 
For  he  was  yong  and  mighty  for  the  nones, 
And  ther-to  he  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  doon  that  any  wight  can  him  devyse. 
A  yeer  or  two  he  was  in  this  servyse, 
Page  of  the  chambre  of  Emelye  the  brighte ; 
And  *  Philostrate '  he  seide  that  he  highte. 
But  half  so  wel  biloved  a  man  as  he  (571) 
Ne  was  ther  never  in  court,  of  his  degree ; 
He  was  so  gentil  of  condicioun,  143 1 

That  thnrghout  al  the  court  was  his  re- 
noun. 


They  seyden,  that  it  were  a  charitee 
That  Theseus  wolde  enhaunoen  his  degree, 
And  pntten  him  in  worshipful  servyse, 
Ther  as  he  mighta  his  vertu  excercysc. 
And  thus,  with-inne  a  whyle,  his  name  is 

spronge  1437 

Bothe  of  his  dedes,  and  his  goode  tonge. 
That  Theseus  hath  taken  him  so  neer  (581) 
That  of  his  chambre  he  made  him  a  sqnyer, 
And  yaf  him  gold  to  mayntene  his  degree ; 
And  eek  men  broghte  him  out  of  his 

contree 
From  yeer  to  yeer,  ftd  prively,  his  rente : 
But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  spente. 
That  no  man  wondred  how  that  he  it 

hadde.  1445 

And  three  yeer  in  this  wyse  his  \yf  he 

ladde, 
And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  eek  in  werrc, 
Ther  nas  no  man  that  Theseus  hath  derre. 
And  in  this  bUsse  lete  I  now  Arcite,  (591) 
And  speke  I  wol  of  Palamon  a  lyte.  1450 
In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong 

prisoun 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seton  Palamoun, 
Forpyned,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresse  ■ 
Who  feleth  double  soor  and  hevinesse 
But  Palamon  ?  that  love  destreyneth  so. 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  gooth  for  wo ; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  prisoner  1457 

Perpetuelly,  noght  oonly  for  a  yeer.   (600) 
Who  coude  ryme  in  English  proprely 
Wm  martirdom  ?  for  sothe,  it  am  nat  I ; 
Therefore  I  passe  as  lightly  as  I  may. 

It  fel  that  in  the  seventhe  yeer,  in  May, 
The  thridde  night,  (as  olde  bokes  seyn, 
That  al  this  storie  tellen  more  pleyn,) 
Were  it  by  aventure  or  destinee,         1465 
(As,  whan  a  thing  is  shapen,  it  shal  be,) 
That,  sone  after  the  midnight,  Palamoun, 
By  helping  of  a  freend,  brak  his  prisoun. 
And  fleeth  the  citee,  faste  as  he  may  go ; 
For  he  had  yive  his  gayler  drinke  so  1470 
Of  a  clarree,  maad  of  a  certeyn  wyn,  (613) 
With  nercotikes  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyn, 
That  al  that  night,  thogh  tiiat  men  wolde 

him  shake. 
The  gayler  sleep,  he  mighte  nat  awake ; 
And  thus  he  fleeth  as  faste  as  ever  he 

may.  1475 

The  i^ight  was  short,  and  faste  by  the  day. 
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A.    Z^t  Untg^Ue  Zatt. 


[t.  1479-I568. 


That  nedes-coflt  he  xnoete  him-selven  hyde, 
And  til  a  grove,  faste  ther  be^de,  (620) 
With  dredfal  foot  than  stalketh  Pala^ 

xnonn. 
For  shortly,  this  was  his  opinioun,       1480 
That  in  that  grove  he  wolde  him  hyde  al 

day, 
And  in  the  night  than  wolde  he  take  his 

way 
To  Thebes-ward,  his  freendes  for  to  pxeye 
On  Thesens  to helpe  him  to  werreye ; 
And  shortly,  onther  he  wolde  lese  his  lyf. 
Or  winnen  Emelye  nn-to  his  wyf ;       i486 
This  is  th'effect  and  his  entente  pleyn. 

Now  wol  I  tome  nn-to  Arcite  ageyn,  (630) 
That  litel  wiste  how  ny  that  was  his 

care. 
Til  that  fortune  had  broght  him  in  the 

snare.  1490 

The  bisy  larke,  messager  of  day, 
Sala($th  in  hir  song  the  morwe  gray ; 
And  fyry  Phebos  lyseth  up  so  brighte. 
That  al  the  orient  langheth  of  the  lighte. 
And  with  his  stremes  dryeth  in  the  greves 
The  silver  dropes,  hanging  on  the  levra. 
And  Arcite,  that  is  in  the  court  royal 
With  Theseus,  his  squyer  principal,  (640} 
Is  risen,  and  loketh  on  the  myrie  day. 
And,  for  to  doon  his  observaunce  to  May, 
Bemembring  on  the  poynt  of  his  de^yr, 
He  on  a  courser,  sterting  as  the  fyr,    1502 
Is  riden  in-to  the  feeldes,  him  to  pleye, 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  myle  or  tweye ; 
And  to  the  grove,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde,  1505 

By  aventure,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holde. 
To  maken  him  a  gerland  of  the  greves. 
Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  hawethom-leves. 
And  loude  he  song  ageyn  the  sonne  shene  : 
*  A£ay,  with  alle  thy  floures  and  thy  grene, 
Wel-come  be  thou,  faire  firesshe  May,  15 11 
I  hope  that  I  som  grene  gete  may.'    (654) 
And  from  his  courser,  with  a  lusty  herte, 
In-to  the  grove  ful  hastily  he  sterte. 
And  in  a  path  he  rometh  up  and  doun, 
Ther-as,  by  aventure,  this  Palamoun  1516 
Was  in  a  bush,  that  no  man  mighte  him 


For  sore  afered  of  his  deeth  was  he.   (660) 
No-thing  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Arcite : 
God  wot  he  wolde  have  trowed  it  ful  lyte. 


But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  yeres. 
That  *  feeld  hath  eyen,  and  the  wode  hath 

eres.*  1522 

It  is  ful  fair  a  man  to  here  him  evene, 
For  al-day  meteth  men  at  unset  stevene. 
Ful  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  felawe,      1525 
That  was  so  ny  to  herknen  al  his  sawe, 
For  in  the  bush  he  sitteth  now  ful  stille. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fille, 
And  songen  al  the  roundel  lustily,     (671) 
In-to  a  studie  he  fil  sodeynly,  1530 

As  doon  thise  loveres  in  hir  queynte  geres. 
Now  in  the  croppe,  now  doun  in  the  breres, 
Now  up,  now  doun,  as  boket  in  a  welle. 
Right  as  the  Friday,  soothly  for  to  telle. 
Now  it  shyneth,  now  it  r^yneth  iaste,  1535 
Bight  so  can  geiy  Venus  overcaste 
The  hertes  of  hir  folk ;  right  as  hir  day 
Is  gerful,  right  so  ohaungeth  she  array. 
Selde  is  the  Friday  al  the  wyke  y-lyke. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  songe,  he  gan  to 

syke,  (682)  1540 

And  sette  him  doun  with-outen  any  more : 
'Alas!'  quodhe,  *  that  day  that  I  was  bore  I 
How  longe,  Juno,  thurgh  thy  crueltee, 
Woltow  werreyen  Thebes  the  citee? 
Alias !  y-broght  is  to  conftudoun  1545 

The  blood  royal  of  Gadme  and  Amphioun ; 
Of  Cadmus,  which  that  was  the  firste 

man  (689) 

That  Thebes  bulte,  or  first  the  toun  bigan, 
And  of  the  citee  first  was  orouned  king, 
Of  his  linage  am  I,  and  his  of-spring  1550 
By  verray  ligne,  as  of  the  stok  royal : 
And  now  I  am  so  caitif  and  so  thral. 
That  he,  that  is  my  mortal  enemy, 
I  serve  him  as  his  squyer  povrely.       1554 
And  3^t  doth  Juno  me  wel  more  shame. 
For  I  dar  noght  biknowe  myn  owne  name ; 
But  thex^«s  I  was  wont  to  highte  Arcite, 
Now  highte  I  Philostrate,  noght  worth  a 

myte.  (700) 

AUas !  thou  felle  Mars,  alias !  Juno,    1559 
Thus  hath  your  ire  our  kinrede  al  fordo. 
Save  only  me,  and  wrecohed  Palamoun, 
That  Theseus  martyreth  in  prisoun. 
And  over  al  this,  to  sleen  me  utterly, 
Love  hath  his  iyry  dart  so  brenningly 
Y-stiked  thurgh  my  trewe  careiul  herte, 
That  shapen  was  my  deeth  erst  than  my 

sherte.  1566 
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Ye  sleen  me  with  youx  ^en,  Emelye ; 
Ye  been  the  cause  wheifor  that  I  dye.  (710) 
Of  al  the  reznenant  of  myn  other  care 
Ne  sette  I  nat  the  motintatmoe  of  a  tare, 
So  that  I  coude  don  aught  to  your  ple- 

sannce ! '  157 1 

And  with  that  word  he  fil  donn  in  a 

traonce 
Alongetyme;  and  after  he  np-eterte. 
ThiB    Palamoiin,  that    thonghte   that 

thurgh  his  herte  (716)  1574 

He  felte  a  cold  swerd  sodeynliohe  glyde, 
For  ire  he  quook,  no  longer  wolde  he  byde. 
And  whan  that  he  had  herd  Axcites  tale, 
As  he  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and  pale, 
He  sterte  him  up  oat  of  the  boskes  thikke, 
And  seyde :  *  Arcite,  false  traitonr  wikke. 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  my  lady  so. 
For  whom  that  I  have  al  this  peyne  and 

wo,  1582 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  connseU 

sworn, 
As  I  fol  ofte  haye  told  thee  heer-bifom, 
And  hast  by-japed  here  dnk  Thesens,  1^5 
And  falsly  ohannged  hast  thy  name  thus ; 
I  wol  be  deed,  or  elles  thou  shalt  dye. 
Thou  shalt  nat  loye  my  lady  Emelye,  (730) 
But  I  wol  love  hir  only,  and  namo ; 
For  I  am  Palamoun,  thy  mortal  fo.     1590 
And  though  that  I  no  wepne  haye  in  this 

place, 
But  out  of  prison  am  astert  by  gprace, 
I  drede  noght  that  outher  thou  shalt  dye. 
Or  thou  ne  shalt  nat  loyen  Emelye. 
Ghees  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  shalt  nat 

asterte.*  1595 

This  Arcitfi,  with  fol  despitous  herte, 
Whan  he  him  knew,  and  hadde  his  tale 

herd, 
As  fiers  as  leoun,  pulled  out  a  swerd,  (740) 
And  seyde  thus :  *  by  Gk>d  that  sit  above, 
Nere  it  that  thou  art  sik,  and  wood  for  love. 
And  eek  that  thou  no  wepne  hast  in  this 

place,  1601 

Thou  shold^st  never  out  of  this  grove  pace. 
That  thou  ne  sholdest  dyen  of  myn  hond. 
For  I  defye  the  seurtee  and  the  bond 
Which  that  thou  seyst  that  I  have  maad 
to  thee.  1605 

What,  verray  fool,  think  wel  that  love  is 
free,  (748) 


And  I  wol  love  hir,  maugre  al  thy  might ! 
Butjforasmuchethou  art  a  worthy  knight. 
And  wilnest  to  darreyne  hir  by  batayle. 
Have  heer  my  trouthe,  to-morwe  I  wol 
nat  fayle,  j6io 

With-outen  witing  of  any  other  wight, 
That  here  I  wol  be  founden  as  a  knight. 
And  bringen  hameys  right  y-nough  for 

thee; 
And  chees  the  beste,  and  leve  the  worste 

for  me. 
And  mete  and  drinke  this  night  wol  I 
bringe  1615 

Y-nough  for  thee,  and  clothes  for  thy 
beddinge.  (758) 

And,  if  so  be  that  thou  my  lady  winne, 
And  slee  me  in  this  wode  ther  I  am  inne, 
Thou  mayst  wel  have  thy  lady,  as  for  me.' 
This  Palamon  answerde :    '  I  graunte  it 
thee.'  1620 

And  thus  they  been  departed  til  a-morwe, 
When  ech  of  hem  had  leyd  his  feith  to 
borwe. 
O  Cupide,  out  of  alle  charitee ! 
O  regno,  that  wolt  no  felawe  have  with 

thee! 
Fal  sooth  is  seyd,  that  love  ne  lordshipe 
Wol  noght,  his  thankes,  have  no  felawe- 
shipe ;  i6a6 

Wel  finden  that  Arcite  and  Palamoun. 
Arcite  is  riden  anon  un-to  the  toun,  (770) 
And  on  the  morwe,   er  it  were  dayes 

light, 
Fnlprively  two  hameys  hath  he  dight,  1630 
Bothe  sufBsaunt  and  mete  to  darreyne 
The  bataille   in  the  feeld    bitwix  hem 

tweyne. 
And  on  his  hors,  allone  as  he  was  born, 
He  carieth  al  this  hameys  him  bifom ; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tyme  and  place  y*«et. 
This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  met. 
Tho  chaungen  gan  the  colour  in  hir  face ; 
Right  as  the  hunter  in  the  regno  of  Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  gappe  with  a  spere. 
Whan  hunted  is  the  leoun  or  the  here, 
And  hereth  him  oome  russhing  in  the 
greves,  (783)  1641 

And  breketh  bothe  bowes  and  the  loves, 
And  thinketh,  'heer  oometh  my  mortel 

enemy, 
With-oute  faile,  he  moot  be  deed,  or  I ; 
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For  outlier  I  mot  sleen  him  at  the  gappe, 
Or  he  mot  sleen  me,  if  that  me  mishappe : ' 
So    ferden    they,   in    channging  of  hir 

hewe,  1647 

As  fer  as  everich  of  hem  other  knewe.  (790) 
Ther  nas  no  good  day,  ne  no  saluing ; 
But  straight,  with-outen  word  or  rehersing, 
Everich  of  hem  halp  for  to  annen  other, 
As  freendly  as  he  were  his  owne  brother ; 
And  after  that,  with  sharpe  speresstronge 
They  foynen  ech  at  other  wonder  longe. 
Thou  Slightest  wene  that  this  Palamoun 
In  his  fighting  were  a  wood  leoun,      1656 
And  as  a  cruel  tygre  was  Aroit« : 
As  wilde  bores  gonne  they  to  smyte,  (Sooj 
That    frothen  whyte    as    foom  for    ire 

wood. 
Vp  to  the  ancle  foghte  they  in  hir  blood. 
And  in  this  wyse  I  lete  hem  fighting  dwelle; 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Theseus  yow  telle* 

The  destinee,  ministre  general, 
That  executeth  in  the  world  over-al 
The  purveyaunce,  that  God  hath  seyn 

bifom,  1665 

So  strong  it  is,  that,  though  the  world 

had  sworn 
The  contrarie  of  a  thing,  by  ye  or  nay. 
Yet  somtyme  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day  (810) 
That  falleth  nat  eft  with-inne  a  thousand 

yere. 
For  certeinly,  our  appetytes  here,        1670 
Be  it  of  werre,  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  love, 
Al  is  this  reuled  by  the  sighte  above. 
This  mene  I  now  by  mighty  Theseus, 
That  for  to  honten  is  so  desirous. 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May,  1675 
That  in  his  bed  ther  daweth  him  no 

day, 
That  he  nis  clad,  and  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hunte  and  horn,  and  houndes  him 

bisyde.  (830) 

For  in  liis  hunting  hath  he  swich  del3rt. 
That  it  is  al  his  joye  and  appetyt        1680 
To  been  him-self  the  grete  hertes  bane ; 
For  after  Mars  he  serveth  now  Diane. 

Cleer  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  er  this, 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
With  his  Ipolita,  the  fayre  queue,       1685 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  grene, 
On  hunting  be  they  riden  royally. 
And  to  the  grove,  that  stood  ful  faste  by. 


In  which  ther  was  an  hert,  as  men  him 

tolde,  (8i<0 

Duk    Theseus    the  streighte    wey   hath 

holde.  1690 

And  to  the  launde  he  lydeth  him  ful  right. 
For  thider  was  the  hert  wont  have  his 

flight, 
And  over  a  brook,  and  so  forth  on  his  weye. 
This  duk  wol  han  a  coors  at  him,  or  tweye, 
With  houndes,  swiche  as  that  him  list 

comaunde.  1695 

And  whan  this  duk  was  oome  un-to  the 

launde, 
Under  the  sonne  he  loketh,  and  anon 
He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Pahunon,  (840) 
That  foughten  breme,  as  it  were  bores  two ; 
Thebrighteswerdeswenten  to  and  fro  1700 
So  hidously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  seemed  as  it  wolde  felle  an  ook ; 
But  what  they  were,  northing  he  ne  woot. 
This  duk    his    oouxser  with  his  spores 

smoot. 
And  at  a  stert  he  was  bitwix  hem  two,  1705 
And  pulled  out  a  swerd  and  cxyed,  'ho  ! 
Namore,  up  peyne  of  lesing  of  3^ur  heed« 
By  mighty  Mars,  he  shal  anon  be  deed,  (850) 
That  smyteth  any  strook,  that  I  may  seen! 
But  telleth  me  what  mister  men  ye  been, 
That  been  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  here  171 1 
With-outen  juge  or  other  officere. 
As  it  were  in  a  listes  royally  ? ' 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily 
And  seyde :  *  sire,  what  nedeth  wordes 

mo?  1715 

We  have  the  deeth  deserved  bothe  two. 
Two  woful  wrecches  been  we,  two  cay- 

tyves,  (859) 

That  been  enoombred  of  our  owne  lyves ; 
And  as  thou  art  a  rightfol  lord  and  juge, 
Ne  yeve  us  neither  mercy  ne  refdge,    1730 
But  slee  me  first,  for  seynte  charitee ; 
But  slee>my  felawe  eek  as  wd  as  me. 
Or  slee  him  first;  for,  though  thou  knowe 

it  lyte. 
This  is  thy  mortal  fo,  this  is  Arcite,    17^4 
That  fro  thy  loud  is  banished  on  his  heed, 
For  which  he  hath  deserved  to  be  deed. 
For  this  is  he  that  cam  un-to  thy  gate, 
And  seyde,  that  he  highte  Philostrate.  (870) 
Thus  hath  he  japed  thee  ftil  many  a  yeer, 
And  thou  has  maked  him  thy  chief  squyer : 
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And  this  is  he  that  loveth  Emelye.      1731 
For  nth  the  day  is  come  that  I  shal  dye, 
I  make  pleynly  my  coxifeasioim, 
That  I  am  thilke  wofol  Palamonn, 
That  hath  thy  prison  broken  wikkedly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  fo,  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loveth  so  hote  Emelye  the  brighte, 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte.  (880) 
Therfore  I  aze  deeth  and  my  j^i'wyse ; 
But  slee  my  felawe  in  the  same  ^vyse,  1740 
For  bothe  han  we  deserved  to  be  slayn.' 

This  worthy  dak  answerde  anon  agayUj 
And  seyde,  '  This  is  a  short  oonclnsionn  : 
Yonre  owne  mouth,  by  yonr  oonfessioun, 
Hath  dampned  yon,  and  I  wol  it  recorde, 
It  nedeth  noght  to  pyne  yow  with  the 

oorde.  1746 

Te  shul  be  deed,  by  mighty  Mars  the 

rede!' 
The  quene  anon,  for  verray  womman- 

hede,  (890) 

Gan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  alle  the  ladies  in  the  oompanye.  1750 
Gret  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thoughte  hem  alle, 
That  ever  swich  a  chaunce  sholde  falle ; 
For  gentil  men  they  were,  of  greet  estat. 
And  no-thing  but  for  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  sawe  hir  blody  woundes  wyde  and 

sore ;  1755 

And  alle  cxyden,  bothe  lasse  and  more, 
'Have  mercy,  lord,  up-on  us  wommen 

alle!' 
And  on  hir  bcune  knees  adoun  they  falle, 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther-as  he 

stood,  (901) 

Til  at  the  lasts  aslaked  was  his  mood ;  1760 
For  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 
And  though  he  first  for  ire  quook  and 

sterte. 
He  hath  considered  shortly,  in  a  clause. 
The  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause:  « 

And   al-though    that   his   ire   hir    gilt 

accused,  (907)  1765 

Yet  in  his  reson  he  hem  bothe  excused ; 
As  thus  :  he  thoghte  wel,  that  every  man 
Wol  helpe  himnself  in  love,  if  that  he  can. 
And  eek  delivere  him-self  out  of  prisoun ; 
And  eek  his  herte  had  compassioun  1770 
Of  wommen,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  oon ; 
And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  thoghte  anoon, 


And  sofbe  un-to  himself  he  seyde :  *  fy 
Up-on  a  lord  that  wol  have  no  mercy. 
But  been  a  leoun,  bothe  in  word  and 

dede,  1775 

To  hem  that  been  in  repentaunce  and 

drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  despitous  man  (919) 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigan  ! 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  discrecioun. 
That  in  swich  oas  can  no  divisioun,     1780 
But  weyeth  pxyde  and  humblesse  after 

oon.' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon, 
He  gan  to  loken  up  with  eyen  lighte. 
And    spak    thise    same    wordes    al    on 

highte : — 
'  The  god  of  love,  a !  henedicUe,  1785 

How  mighty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he  ! 
Ayeins   his   might    ther  gayneth  none 

obstacles, 
He  may  be  deped  a  god  for  his  miracles ; 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owne  gyse    (931) 
Of  everioh  herte,  as  that  him  list  devj^se. 
Lo  heer,  this  Arcite  and  this  Palamoun, 
That  quitly  weren  out  of  my  prisoun,  1792 
And  mighte  han  lived  in  lliebes  royally. 
And  witen  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy, 
And  that  hir  deeth  lyth  in  my  might 

also;  1795 

And  yet  hath  love,  maugree  hir  eyen  two, 
Y-broght  hem  hider  bothe  for  to  dye ! 
Now  loketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 
Who  may  been  a  fool,  but-if  he  love  ?  (941) 
Bihold,  for  Goddes  sake  that  sit  above,  1800 
Se  how  they  blede !  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed? 
Thus    hath  hir   lord,  the  god  of  love, 

y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  servyse ! 
And  yet  they  wenen  for  to  been  ful  wyse 
That  serven  love,  for  aught  that  may 

bifalle!  1805 

But  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle, 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee, 
Ciui  hem  ther-for  as  mnche  thank  as  me ; 
She  woot  namore  of  ol  this  hote  fare,  (951) 
By  God,  than  woot  a  cokkow  or  an  hare  I 
But  al  mot  been  assayed,  hoot  and  cold ; 
A  num  mot  been  a  fool,  or  yong  or  old ; 
I  woot  it  by  my-self  ful  yore  agoon  :    1813 
For  in  my  tyme  a  servant  was  I  oon. 
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And  therfore,  sin  I  knowe  of  loves  peyne, 
And  woot  how  sore  it  oan  a  man  distreyne, 
As  he  that  hath  ben  caught  ofte  in  his  las, 
I  yow  foryeve  al  hooUy  this  trespas,  (960) 
Atrequesteof  the  quenethat  kneleth  here, 
And  eek  of  Emelye,  my  suster  dere.   1820 
And  ye  shnl  bothe  anon  un-to  me  swere, 
That  never-mo  ye  shnl  my  contree  dere, 
Ne  make  werre  np-on  me  night  ne  day, 
But  been  my  freendes  in  al  that  ye  may  ; 
I  yow  foryeve  this  trespas  every  deL'  1825 
And  they  him  swore  his  axing  fayre  and 

wel, 
And  himof  lordshipeand  of  mercy  preyde. 
And  he  hem  graunteth  grace,  and  thus  he 

seyde :  (970) 

'  To  speke  of  royaX  linage  and  richesse. 
Though  that  she  were  a  queue  or  a  prin- 

cesse,  1830 

Ech  of  yow  bothe  is  worthy,  doutelees. 
To  wedden  whan  tyxn.e  is,  but  nathelees 
I  speke  as  for  my  suster  Emelye, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  stryf  and  jelousye; 
Ye  woot  your-self,  she  may  not  wedden  two 
At  ones,  though  ye  fighten  ever-mo  :  1836 
Tliat  oon  of  yow,  al  be  him  looth  or  leef, 
He  moot  go  pypen  in  an  ivy-leef ;       (980) 
This  is  to  seyn,  she  may  nat  now  han 

bothe, 
Al  be  ye  never  so  jelous,  ne  so  wrothe.  1840 
And  for-thy  I  yow  putte  in  this  degree, 
That  ech  of  yow  shal  have  his  destinee 
As  him  is  shai)e ;  and  herkneth  in  what 

wyse; 
Lo,  heer  your  ende  of  that  I  shal  devyse. 
My  wil  is  this,  for  plat  condusioun,  1845 
With-outen  any  replicacioun, 
If  that  yow  lyketh,  tak  it  for  the  beste, 
That  everich  of  yow  shal  gon  wher  him 

leste  (990) 

Frely,  with-outen  raunson  or  daunger ; 
And  this  day  fifty  wykes,  fer  ne  ner,  1850 
Everich  of  yow  shal  bringe  an  hundred 

knightes, 
Armed  for  listes  up  at  alle  rightes, 
Al  redy  to  darreyne  hir  hy  bataiUe. 
And  this  bihote  I  yow,  with-outen  faille, 
Up-on  my  trouthe,  and  as  I  am  a  knight, 
That  whether  of  yow  bothe  that  hath 

might,  (998)  1856 

Tills  is  to  seyn.  that  whether  he  or  thou 


May  with  his  hundred,  as  I  spak  of  now, 
Sleen  his  contrarie,  or  out  of  listes  diyve, 
Him  shal  I  yeve  Emelya  to  wyve,        i860 
To  whom  that  fortune  yeveth  so  fair  a 

grace. 
The  listes  shal  I  maken  in  this  place, 
And  God  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe. 
As  I  shal  even  juge  been  and  trewe.    1864 
Ye  shul  Bon  other  ende  with  me  maken, 
That  oon  of  yow  ne  shal  be  deed  or  taken. 
And  if  yow  thinketh  this  is  wely-sayd, 
Seyeth  your  avys,  and  holdeth  yow  apoyd. 
This  is  your  ende  and  your  condusioun.* 
Who  loketh  lightly  now  but  Palamoun? 
Who  springeth  upfor  joye  but  Arcite?  1871 
Who  couthe  telle,  or  who  couthe  it  endyte, 
The  joye  that  is  maked  in  the  place 
Whan  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fiur  a  grace? 
But  doun  on  knees  wente  every  maner 
wight,  1875 

And  thanked  him  with  al  her  herte  and 

might. 
And  namely  the  Thebans  ofte  sythe. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  herte 
blythe  (loao) 

They  take  hir  leve,  and  hom-ward  gonne 

they  ryde 
To  Thebes,  with  his  olde  walles  wyde.  1880 
Explicit  secunda  pars. 
Seqvltar  pars  tsrcia. 
I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  necligence, 
If  I  foryete  to  tellen  the  dispence 
Of  Theseus,  that  goth  so  bisily 
To  maken  up  the  listes  royally ; 
That  swich  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was,  1885 
I  dar  wel  seyn  that  in  this  world  ther 

nas. 
The  circuit  a  myle  was  aboute,  (10(29; 

Walled  of  stoon,  and  diched  al  with-oute. 
Round  was  the  shap,  in  maner  of  compas, 
Ful  of  degrees,  the  heigh  te  of  sixty  pas,  1890 
That,  whan  a  man  was  set  on  o  degree, 
He  letted  nat  Ms  felawe  for  to  see. 

Est-ward  ther  stood  a  gate  of  marbel 
whyt. 
West-ward,  right  swich  another  in  the 
opposit.  1894 

And  shortly  to  concluden,  swich  a  place 
Was  noon  in  erthe,  as  in  so  litel  space ; 
For  in  the  loud  ther  nas  no  crafty  man. 
That  geometric  or  ars-metrik  can,    (1040) 
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Ne  pnrtreyour,  ne  kerver  of  images, 
That  Thesens  ne  yaf  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  deyyse.  1901 
And  for  to  doon  his  ryte  and  sacrifyse, 
He  est-ward  hath,  up-on  the  gate  above, 
In  worship  of  Venns,  goddesse  of  love, 
Don  make  an  auter  and  an  oratorie  ;  1905 
And    west-ward,  in  the  minde  and  in 

memone 
Of  Mars,    he  maked  hath  right  swich 

another, 
That  ooste  hurgely  of  gold  a  f other.   (1050) 
And  north-ward,  in  a  tonret  on  the  wal, 
Of  alabastre  whyt  and  reed  coral        1910 
An  oratorie  riche  for  to  see, 
In  worship  of  Dyane  of  chastitee, 
Hath  Theseus  don  wroght  in  noble  wyse. 

But  yet  hadde  I  foiyeten  to  devyse 
The  noble  kerving,  and  the  portreitores, 
The  shnp,  the  conntenannce,  and    the 

figores,  1916 

That  weren  in  thise  oratories  three. 
First  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maystow 

see  (1060) 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  fnl  pitous  to  biholde, 
The  broken  slepes,  and  the  sykes  colde  ; 
The  sacred  teres,  and  the  waymenting ; 
The  fyry  strokes  of  the  desiring,  192a 

That  loves  servaunts  in  this  lyf  enduren ; 
The  othes,  that  hir  covenants  assuren  ; 
Plesaunce  and  hope,  desyr,  fool-hardi- 

nesse,  1935 

Beautee  and  youthe,  bauderie,  richesse, 
Charmes  and  force,  lesinges,  fiaterye, 
Dispense,  bisjmesse,  and  jelousye,     (1070) 
That  wered  of  yelwe  goldes  a  gerland, 
And  a  cokkow  sitting  on  hir  hand ;     193(0 
Festes,  instruments,  caroles,  daunces. 
Lust  and  amy,  and  alle   the  circum- 

staunces 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  rekne  and  rekne 

shal, 
By  ordre  weren  peynted  on  the  wal,  1934 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  mencioun. 
For  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
Ther  Venus  hath  hir  principal  dwelling, 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  portreying, 
With  al  the  gardin,  and  the  lustinesse. 
Nat  was  foryeten  the  porter  Ydelnesse, 
Ne  Narcisus  the  faire  of  yore  agon,      194 1 
Ne  yet  the  folye  of  king  Salamon,     (1084) 


Ne  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Hercules — 
Th'enchauntemcfhts  of  Medea  and  Circes — 
Ne  of  Tumus,  with  the  hardy  fiers  corage, 
The  riche  Cresus,  caytif  in  servage.     1946 
Thus    may   ye    seen    that    wisdom    ne 

richesse, 
Beautee  ne  sleighte,  strengthe,  ne  liardi- 

nesse,  (»o9o) 

Ne  may  with  Venus  holde  champartye ; 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

gye«  1950 

Lo,   alle  thise  folk  so  caught  were  in 

hir  las, 
Til  they  for  wo  fnl  ofte  seyde  '  alias  ! ' 
Suff^ceth  heer  ensamples  oon  or  two, 
And  though  I  coude  rekne  a  thousand  mo. 
The  statue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  see, 
Was  naked  fieting  in  the  lai^  see,     1956 
And  fro  the  navele    doun    all  covered 

was 

With  wawes  grene,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas.  (iioo) 

A  citole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she, 
And  on  hir  heed,  fal  semely  for  to  see,  i960 
A  rose  gerland,  fresh  and  wel  smellinge ; 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dowves  flikeringe. 
Biforn  hir  stood  hir  sone  Gnpido, 
Up-on  his  shuldres  winges  hadde  he  two ; 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  ofte  sene ;   1965 
A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene. 
Why  sholde  I  noght  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 
The  portreiture,  that  was  up-on  the  wal 
With-inne  the  temple  of  mighty  Mars  the 

rede?  (mi) 

Al  peynted  was  the  wal,  in  lengthe  and 

brede,  1970 

Lyk  to  the  estres  of  the  grisly  place. 
That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  in 

Trace, 
In  thilke  colde  frosty  regioun, 
Ther-as  Mars  hath  his  sovereyn  mansioun. 
First  on  the  wal  was  pesmted  a  foreste, 
In  which  ther  dwelleth  neither  man  ne 

beste,  1976 

With  knotty  knarry  bareyn  trees  olde 
Of  stubbes  sharpe  and  hidous  to  biholde  ; 
In  which  ther  ran  a  rumbel  and  a  swough. 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  bresten  every 

bough :  1980 
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And  downward  from  an  hille,  under  a 

bente,  (1123)  198  < 

Ther  stood  the    temple  of  Mars  armi- 

potente, 
Wroght    al    of   bnmed  steel,  of  which 

thentree 
Was  long  and  streit,  and  gastly  for  to  see. 
And  ther-ont  oam  a  rage  and  such  a  vese, 
That  it  made  al  the  gates  for  to  rese.  1986 
The  northren  light  in  at  the  dores  shoon, 
For  windowe  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon, 
Thnrgh  which  men  mighten  any  light 

disceme.  ("SO 

The  dores  were  alle  of  adamant  eteme, 
Y-clenohed  overthwart  and  endelong  1991 
With  iren  tongh;  and,  for  to  make  it 

strong, 
Every  piler,  the  temple  to  snstene, 
Was  tonne^greet,  of  iren  bright  and  shene. 
Ther  saogh  I  first  the  derke  imagining 
Of  felonye,  and  al  the  compassing ;     1996 
The  cmel  ire,  reed  as  any  glede  ;       (1139) 
The  pykepnrs,  and  eek  the  pale  drede ; 
The  smylerwith  the  knyf  under  the  oloke ; 
The   shepne   brenning  with   the   blake 

smoke ;  3000 

The  treson  of  the  mordring  in  the  bedde ; 
The  open  werre,  with  woundes   al   bi- 

bledde ; 
Contek,    with    blody   knyf    and    sharp 

manace ; 
Al  fal  of  chirking  was  that  sory  place. 
The  sleere  of  him-self  yet  sangh  I  ther,  2005 
His  herte-blood  hath  bathed  al  his  heer; 
The  nayl  y-driven  in  the  shode  a-night ; 
The  colde  deeth,  with  mouth  gaping  up- 
right. (1150) 
Amiddes  of  the  temple  sat  meschaxmce, 
With  disconfort  and  sozy  «ontenaunce. 
Yet  sangh  I  woodnease  laughing  in  his 

rage;  2011 

Armed   compleint,    ont-hees,    and   fiers 

outrage. 
The  careyne  in  the  bush,  with  throte 

y-corve: 
A  thousand  slayn,  and  nat   of  qualm 

y-storve ;  2014. 

The  tiraunt,  with  the  prey  by  force  y-raft; 
The  toon  destroyed,  £her  was  no-thing  lafb. 
Yet  sangh  I  brent  theshippeshoppesteree; 
The  hunte  strangled  with  the  wilde  beres: 


The  sowe  freten  the  child  right  in  the 

cradel ;  ("61) 

The  cook  y-scalded,  for  al  his  longe  ladeL 
Noght  was  foryeten  by  th'infortune  of 

Marte ;  2021 

The  carter  over-riden  with  his  carte. 
Under  the  wheel  fdl  lowe  he  lay  adoun. 
Ther  were  also,  of  Martes  divisioun, 
The  harbour,  and  the  bocher,  and  the 

smith  2025 

That  forgeth  sharpe  swerdes  on  his  stith. 
And  al  above,  depeynted  in  a  tour,  (1169) 
Saw  I  conquest  sittinge  in  greet  honour. 
With  the  sharpe  swerde  over  his  heed 
Hanginge  by  a  sotil  twynes  threed.    2030 
Depeynted  was  the  slanghtre  of  Julius, 
Of  grete  Nero,  and  of  Antonius ; 
Al  be  that  thilke  tyme  they  were  unborn, 
Yet  was  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther-bifom. 
By  manasinge  of  Mars,  right  by  figure ; 
So  was  it  shewed  in  that  portreiture 
As  isdepejmted  in  the  sterres  above,  (1179) 
Who  shal  be  slayn  or  elles  deed  for  love. 
Suffyoeth  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde, 
I  may  not  rekne  hem  alle,  thogh  I  wolde. 
The  statue  of  Mars  up-on  a  carte  stood, 
Armed,  and  loked  grim  as  he  were  wood ; 
And  over  his  heed  ther  shynen  two  figures 
Of  sterres,  that  been  doped  in  scriptures, 
That  oon  Puella,  that  other  Bubeus.  2045 
This  god  of  armes  was  arrayed  thus : — 
A  wolf  ther  stood  biibm  him  at  his  feet 
With  eyen  rede,  and  of  a  man  he  eet ;  (1 190) 
With  sotil  pencel  was  depeynt  this  storie, 
In  redoutinge  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Diane  the  ohaste 
As  shortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  haste,     205a 
To  telle  yow  al  the  desoripoioun. 
Depeynted  been  the  walles  up  and  doun 
Of  hunting  and  of  shamfast  chastitee.  2055 
Ther  sangh  I  how  woiul  Galistopee,  (1198) 
Whan  that  Diane  agreved  was  with  here, 
Was  turned  from  a  womman  til  a  here. 
And  after  was  she  maad  the  lode-sterre ; 
Thus  was  it  pejnit,  I  can  say  yow  no 

ferre;  2060 

Hir  sone  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may  see. 
Ther  saugh  I  Dane,  y-tumed  til  a  tree, 
I  mene  nat  the  goddesse  Diane, 
But  Penneus  doughter,  which  that  highte 
Dane.  2064 
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Ther  sangh  I  Attheon  an  hert  y-mftked, 
For  vengeaance  that  he  satigh  Diane  al 

naked; 
I  saugh  how  that  hia  hotmdes  have  him 

catight, 
And  fireten  him,  for  that  they  knewe  him 

naught.  (12 10) 

Yet  peynted  was  a  litel  forther-moor. 
How  Atthalante  hunted  the  wilde  boor, 
And  Meleagre,  and  many  another  mo,  2071 
For  which  Diane  wroghte  him  care  and  wo. 
Ther  sangh  I  many  another  wonder  storie, 
The   whiche   me    list   nat    drawen    to 

memorie.  3074 

This  goddesse  on  an  hert  fnl  bye  seet, 
With  smale  houndes  al  aboute  hir  feet ; 
And  nndernethe  hir  feet  she  hadde  a 

mone,  (13 19) 

Wexing  it  was,  and  sholde  wanie  sone. 
In  gande  grene  hir  statue  clothed  was, 
With  bowe  in  honde,  and  arwes  in  a  cas. 
Hir  eyen  caste  she  ftil  lowe  adonn,      aoSi 
Ther  Pluto  hath  his  derke  regioun. 
A  womman  travailinge  was  hir  bifom. 
But,  for  hir  child  so  longe  was  unborn, 
Ful  pitously  Lucyna  gan  she  calle,      2085 
And  seyde,  ^  help,  for  thou  mayst  best  of 

alle.' 
Wei  couthe    he  peynten    lyfly    that    it 

wroghte,  (1339) 

With  many  a  florin  he  the  hewes  boghte. 

Now    been    thise    listes    maad,    and 

Theseus, 
That  at  his  grete  cost  arrayed  thus    2090 
The  temples  and  the  theatre  evezy  del, 
Whan  it  was  doon,  him  lyked  wonder 

weL 
But  stinte  I  wol  of  Theseus  a  lyte, 
And  speke  of  Pftlamon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retouminge. 
That  everich  sholde  an  hundred  knightes 

bringe,  3096 

The  bataille  to  darrejoie,  as  I  yow  tolde ; 
And  tU  Ath^nes,  hir  covenant  for  to  holde, 
Hath  evOTich  of  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knightes  (1341) 

Wei  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes. 
And  sikerly,  ther  trowed  many  a  man  3iox 
That  never,  sithen  that  the  world  bigan, 
As  for  to  speke  of  knighthod  of  hir  bond, 
Jka  fer  as  Qod  hath  maked  see  or  lond. 


Nas,  of  so  fewe,  so  noble  a  companye.  2105 
For  evexy  wight  that  lovede  ohivalrye, 
And  wolde,  his  thankes,  ban  a  jMissant 

nanxe, 
Hath  preyed  that  he  mighte  ben  of  that 

game;  (1250) 

And  wel  was  him,  that  ther-to  chosen  was. 
Forif  therfille  to-morwe  swich  a  cas,  3  no 
Ye  knowen  wel,  that  every  lusty  knight, 
That   loveth  paramours,  and   hath   his 

might. 
Were  it  in  Engelond,  or  elles-where, 
They  wolde,  hir  thankes,  wilnen  to  be 

there. 
To  fighte  for  a  lady,  hen*cUe  !  21 15 

It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see. 

And  right  so  ferden  they  with  Palamon. 
With  him  ther  wenten  knightes  many 

oon ;  (1260; 

Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  habergeoun, 
In  a  brest-plat  and  in  a  light  gipoun ;  3i3c> 
And  somme  woln  have  a  peyre  plates 

laige; 
And  somme  woln  have  a  Pruce  sheld,  or  a 

targe; 
Somme  woln  ben  armed  on  hir  legges  weel, 
And  have  an  az,  and  sonmie  a  mace  of 

steeL  2124 

Ther  nis  no  newe  gyse,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  you  told, 
Everich  after  his  opinioun. 
Ther  maistow  seen  coming  with  Pala- 

monn  (1270) 

lagnrge  him-self,  the  grete  king  of  Trace ; 
Blak  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  his 

face. 
The  cercles  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed,     2 131 
They  gloweden  bitwise  yelow  and  reed  * 
And  lyk  a  griffon  loked  he  aboute. 
With  kempe  heres  on  his  browes  stoute  ; 
His  limes  grete,  his  brannes  harde  and 

stronge,  2135 

His  shuldres  brode,  his  armes  rounde  and 

longe. 
And  as  the  gyse  was  in  his  oontree, 
Ful  bye  up-on  a  char  of  gold  stood  he, 
With  foure  whyte  boles  in  the  trays.  (1281) 
In-stede  of  cote-azmure  over  hU  hamays, 
With  nayles  yelwe  and  brighte  as  any 

gold,  2141 

He  hadde  a  beres  skin,  col-blak,  for-old. 
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His  lon^  heer  was  kembd  bihinde  his  bak, 
As  any  ravenes  fether  it  shoon  for>blak : 
A.  wrethe    of  gold   anu-gn^et,   of  huge 

wighte,  :2i45 

Upon  his  heed,  set  fol  of  stones  brighte, 
Of  fyne  rabies  and  of  dyamaunts. 
Aboute    his   char    ther  wenten    whyte 

alannts,  (1290) 

Twenty  and  mo,  as  grete  as  any  steer, 
To  hnnten  at  the  leoon  or  the  deer,     2150 
And     folwed    him,    with    mosel    Daste 

y-bounde, 
Colers  of  gold,  and  torets  fyled  rounde. 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  in  his  route 
Armed  fnl  wel,  with  hertes  steme  and 

stoute. 
With  Arcita,  in  stories  as  men  finde,  3155 
The  grete  Emetreus,  the  lung  of  Inde, 
Up-on  a  stede  bay,  trapped  in  steel, 
Covered  in  doth  of  gold  diapred  weel,  (1300) 
Cam  lyding  lyk  the  god  of  armes,  Mars. 
His  cote^rmure  was  of  cloth  of  Tars,  a  160 
Couched  with  perles  whyte  and  rounde 

and  grete. 
His  sadel  was  of  brend  gold  newe  y-bete ; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shuldre  hanginge 
Bret-fnl  of  rubies  rede,  as  fyr  sparklinge. 
His  crispe  heer  lyk  ringes  was y-ronne,  3165 
And  that  was  yelow,  and  glitered  as  the 

Sonne. 
Hisnose  was  heigh,  his  eyen  bright  citryn, 
Hislippes  rounde,  his  colour  was  sangwyn, 
A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  ynspresoid,  (1311) 
Betwizen  yelow  and  somdel  blak  y-meynd, 
And  as  a  leoun  he  his  loking  caste.      2 171 
Of  fyve  and  twenty  yeer  his  age  I  caste. 
His  herd  was  wel  bigonne  for  to  springe  ; 
His  voys  was  as  a  trompe  thunderinge. 
UpK)n  his  heed  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  geriand  fresh  and  lusty  for  to  sene.  3176 
Up-on  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  egle  tame,  as  eny  lilie  whyt.        (1330) 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with  him 

there, 
Al  armed,  sauf  hir  heddes,  in  al  hir  gere, 
Fnl  richely  in  alle  maner  thinges.       3 181 
For  trusteth  wel,  that  dukes,  erles,  kinges. 
Were  gadered  in  this  noble  companye, 
For  love  and  for  encrees  of  chivalrye. 
Aboute  this  king  ther  ran  on  every  part 
Ful  many  a  tame  leoun  and  lepart.    3186 


And  in  this  wyse  thise  lordes,  alle  and 

some, 
Ben  on  the  Sonday  to  the  citee  come  (1330) 
Aboute  pryme,  and  in  the  toun  alight. 
This  Theseus,  this    duk,  this  worthy 

knight,  3190 

Whan  he  had  broght  hem  in-to  his  citee, 
And  inned  hem,  everich  in  his  degree, 
He  festeth  hem,  and  dooth  so  greet  labour 
To  esen  hem,  and  doon  hem  al  honour, 
That  3ret  men  weneth  that  no  mannes  wit 
Of  noon  estat  ne  coude  amenden  it.    3196 
The  minstralcye,  the  service  at  the  feste, 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  moste  and  leste, 
The  riche  array  of  Theseus  paleys,    (1341) 
Ne  who  sat  first  ne  last  up^n  the  deys, 
What  ladies  fiurest  been  or  best  dAunsinge, 
Or  which  of  hem  can  dauncen  best  and 


smge, 


3303 


Ne  who  most  felingly  speketh  of  love  : 
What  haukes  sitten  on  the  perche  above, 
What  houndes  liggen  on  the  floor  adoun: 
Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mencioun  ;  3306 
But  al  th'effeot,   that  thinketh  me  the 

beste; 
Now  comth  the  poynt,  and  herkneth  if 

yow  leste.  (1350) 

The  Sonday  night,   er  day  bigan    to 

springe, 
When  Palamon  the  larke  herde  singe,  33 10 
Although  it  nere  nat  day  by  houres  two, 
Tet  song  the  larke,  and  Palamon  also. 
With  holy  hert«,  and  with  an  heigh  corago 
He  roos,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrimage 
Un-to  the  blisful  Citherea  benigne,     3315 
I  mene  Venus,  honurable  and  digne. 
And  in  hir  houre  he  walketh  forth  a  pas 
Un-to  the  listes,  ther  hir  temple  was,  (1360) 
And  doun  he  kneleth,  and  with  humble 

chere  3319 

And  herte  soor,  he  seyde  as  ye  shul  here. 

Faireste  of  faire,  o  lady  myn,  Venus, 
Doughter  to  Jove  and  spouse  of  Vulcanns, 
Thou  glader  of  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
For  thilke  love  thou  haddest  to  Adoun, 
Have  pitee  of  my  bittro  teres  smerte,  3335 
And  tak  myn  humble  preyer  at  thyn  herte. 
Alias  !  I  ne  have  no  langage  to  telle  (1369) 
Th*effectes  ne  the  torments  of  myn  helle ; 
Msoi  herte  may  myne  harmes  nat  biwreye; 
I  am  so  confus,  that  I  can  noght  seye.  3330 
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But  mezt^,  lady  bright,  that  knowest  weel 
My  thought,  and  seest  what  harmes  that 

I  feel, 
Coxiridere  al  this,  and  xewe  np-on  my 

sore, 
As  wisly  as  I  shal  for  evermore,  3234 

Emforth  my  might,  thy  trewe  servant  be, 
And  holden  werre  a},wey  with  ohastitee ; 
That  make  I  myn  avow,  so  ye  me  helpe. 
I  kepe  noght  of  armes  for  to  3^1pe,  (1380) 
Ne  I  ne  axe  nat  to-morwe  to  have  victorie, 
Ke  renonn  in  this  oas,  ne  veyne  glorie  2340 
Of  pris  of  armes  blowen  up  and  doon. 
But  I  wolde  have  fully  possessioun 
Of  Emelye,  and  dye  in  thy  servyse  ; 
Find  thou  the  maner  how,  and  in  what 

wyae. 
I  recche  nat,  but  it  may  bettre  be,      2245 
To  have  victorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me, 
So  that  I  have  my  lady  in  myne  armes. 
For  though  so  be  that  Mars  is  god  of 

armes,  (1390) 

Your  vertu  is  so  greet  in  hevene  above, 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  love. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  evermo,    2351 
And  on  Uiyn  auter,  wher  I  lyde  or  go, 
I  wol  don  sacrifice,  and  iyres  bete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  swete,  2254 
Than  preye  I  thee,  to-morwe  with  a  spere 
That  Aroita  me  thurgh  the  herte  bere. 
Thanne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

mylyf,  (1399) 

Though  that  Arcita  winne  hir  to  his  wyf. 
This  is  th'eifect  and  ende  of  my  preyere, 
Yif  me  my  love,  thou  blisful  lady  dere.' 

Whan  th'orisoun  was  doon  of  Palamon, 
His  sacrifice  he  dide,  and  that  anon    2262 
Ful  pitously,  with  alle  circumstaunoes, 
Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  his  observaunces. 
But  atte  laste  the  statue  of  Venus  shook, 
And  made  a  signe,  wher-by  that  he  took 
That  his  preyere  accepted  was  that  day. 
For  thogh  the  signe  shewed  a  delay,  (1410) 
Yet  wiste  he  wel  that  graunted  was  his 

bone; 
And  with  glad  herte  he  wente  him  hoom 

ful  Bone.  2270 

The  thridde  houre  inequal  that  Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  goon. 
Up  roos  the  sonne,  and  up  roos  Emelye, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Diane  gan  hye. 


Hir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  hir 

ladde,  2275 

Ful  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  hadde, 
Th'enoens,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenant 

al 
That  to  the  sacrifyce  longen  shal ;    ( 1420) 
The  homes  f ulle  of  meth,  as  was  the  gyso ; 
Ther  lakked  noght  to  doon  hir  sacrifyse. 
Smoking  the  temple,  fol  of  clothes  fiure. 
This  Emelye,  with  herte  debonaire,    2282 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  a  welle ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  rjrte  I  dar  nat  telle. 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general ;  2285 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  heren  al ; 
To  him  that  meneth  wel,  it  were  no 

charge : 
But  it  is  good  a  man  ben  at  his  large.  ( 1430) 
Hir  brighte  hear  was  kempt,  untressed  al ; 
A  ooronne  of  a  grene  ook  oerial  2290 

Up-on  hir  heed  was  set  ful  fair  and  mete. 
Two  iyres  on  the  auter  gan  she  bete, 
And  dide  hir  thinges,  as  men  may  biholde 
In  Stace  of  Thebes,  and  thise  bokes  olde. 
Whan  kindled  was  the  fyr,  with  pitous 

chere  2295 

Un-to  Diane  she  spak,  as  ye  may  here. 

'  O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene, 
To  whom  bothe  heven  and  erthe  and  see 

is  sene,  ( 1440) 

Queue  of  the  regno  of  Pluto  derk  and 

lowe, 
Goddesse  of  maydens,  that  mya  herte  hast 

knowe  3300 

Ful  many  a  yeer,  and  woost  what  I  desire, 
As  keep  me  fro  thy  vengeaunce  and  thyn 

ire, 
That  Attheon  aboughte  cruelly. 
Chaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  that  I 
Desire  to  been  a  mayden  al  my  lyf,     2305 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  wyf. 
I  am,  thou  woost,  yet  of  thy  oompanye, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  venerye, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde, 
And  noght  to  been  a  wyf,  and  be  with 

childe.  (1453)  2310 

Noght  wol  I  knowe  companye  of  man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and  can. 
For  tho  thre  formes  that  thou  hast  in  thee. 
And  Palamon,  that  hath  swich  love  to  me, 
And  eek  Ardte,  that  loveth  me  so  sore, 
This  grace  I  preye  thee  with-oute  more, 
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As  sende  love  and  pees  bitwixe  hem  two ; 
And  Aro  me  tome  awey  hir  hertes  so,  ( 1460) 
That  al  hir  hote  love,  and  hir  desyr, 
And  al  hir  bisy  torment,  and  hir  fyr  2330 
Be  queynt,  or  tnmed  in  another  place  ; 
And  if  so  be  thoa  wolt  not  do  me  grace, 
Or  if  my  destinee  be  shapen  so. 
That  I  shal  nedes  have  oon  of  hem  two, 
As  sende  me  him  that  most  desireth  me. 
Bihold,  goddesse  of  dene  ohastitee,     2326 
The  bittre  teres  that  on  my  chekes  falle. 
Sin  thou  are  mayde,  and  keper  of  ns  alle, 
Biy    maydenhede    thoa    kepe    and    wel 

conserve,  (1471) 

And  whyl  I  live  a  mayde,  I  wol  thee 

serve.'  2330 

The  fyres  brenne  np-on  the  auter  olere, 
Whyl  Emelye  was  thus  in  hir  preyere  ; 
Bnt  sodeinly  she  sangh  a  sighte  queynte. 
For  right  anon  oon  of  the  fyres  qneynte. 
And  qniked  agayn,  and  after  that  anon 
That  other  fyr  was  quesmt,  and  al  agon ; 
And  as  it  qneynte,  it  made  a  whistelinge. 
As  doon  thise  wete  brondes  in  hir  bren- 

ninge,  (1480) 

And  at  the  brondes  ende  out-ran  anoon 
As  it  were  blody  dropes  many  oon  ;    2340 
For  which  so  sore  agast  was  Emelye, 
That  she  was  wel  ny  mad,  and  gan  to  crye, 
For  she  ne  wiste  what  it  signifyed ; 
Bnt  only  for  the  fere  thus  hath  she  oryed, 
And  weep,  that  it  was  pitee  for  to  here. 
And  ther^with-al  Diane  gan  appere,  2346 
With  bowe  in  hond,  right  as  an  hunter- 


And  seyde:  'Doghter,  stint  thyn  hevi- 
nesse.  (1490) 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  affermed. 
And  by  eteme  word  write  and  conformed, 
Thou  shalt  ben  wedded  un-to  oon  of  tho 
That  ban  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and  wo ; 
Bnt  un-to  which  of  hem  I  may  nat  telle. 
Forwel,  for  I  ne  may  no  longer  dwelle. 
The   fyres  which    that   on   myn   auter 
brenne  2355 

Shul  thee  declaren,  er  that  thou  go  henne, 
Thyn  aventure  of  love,  as  in  this  oas.' 
And  with  that  word,  the  arwes  in  the  cas 
Of  the  goddesse  olateren  faste  and  ringe, 
And  forth  she  wente,  and  made  a  vaniash- 
inge;  (1502)  2360 


For  which  this  Emelye  astoned  was, 
And  seyde,  *  What  amounteth  this,  alias ! 
I  putte  me  in  thy  proteccioun, 
Diane,  and  in  thy  disposicioun/ 
And  hoom  she   gooth  anon  the  nexte 

weye.  2365 

This  is  th'effeot,  ther  is  namore  to  seye. 

The  nexte  houre  of  Hars  folwinge  this, 
Arcite  un-to  the  temple  walked  is    (1510) 
Of  fierse  Mars,  to  doon  his  sacriiyse, 
With  alle  the  rytes  of  his  payen  wyse.  2370 
With  pitous  herte  and  heigh  devooioun. 
Bight  thus  to  Mars  he  seyde  his  orisoun : 
'  O  stronge  god,  that  in  the  regnes  oolde 
Of  Traoe  honoured  art,  and  lord  y-holde. 
And  hast  in  every  regno  and  every  lond 
Of  armes  al  the  brydel  in  thyn  hond,  2376 
And  hem  fortunest  as  thee  list  devyse, 
Accept  of  me  my  pitous  saorifyse.     (1520) 
If  so  be  that  my  youthe  may  deserve, 
And  that  my  might  be  worthy  for  to 

serve  2380 

Thy  godhede,  that  I  may  been  oon  of 

thyne. 
Than  preye  I  thee  to  rewe  upon  my  pyna 
For  thilke  peyne,  and  thilke  hote  fyr. 
In  which  thou  whylom  brendest  for  deeyr. 
Whan  that  thou  usedest  the  grete  beantee 
Of  fayre  yonge  fresshe  Venus  free,      2386 
And  haddest  hir  in  armes  at  thy  wille, 
Al-thongh  thee  ones  on  a  tyme  misfille 
Whan  YulcanuB  had  caught  thee  in  his 

las,  (1531) 

And  fond  thee  ligging  by  his  wyf,  alias ! 
For  thilke  sorwe  that  was  in  thyn  herte. 
Have  routhe  as  wel  up-on  my  peynes 

smerte.  2392 

I  am  yong  and  unkonning,  as  thou  wost, 
And,    as  I  trowe,  with    love    offended 

most, 
That  ever  was  any  lyves  creature ;      2395 
For  she,  that  dooth  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
Ne  reccheth  never  wher  I  sinke  or  flete 
And  wel  I  woot,  er  she  me  meroy  hete, 
I  moot  with  strengthe  winne  hir  in  the 

place ;  (1541) 

And  wel  I  woot,  withouten  help  or  grace 
Of  thee,  ne  may  my  strengthe  n<^ht 

availle.  2401 

Than    help  me,  lord,  to-morwe  in  my 

bataiUe, 
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hilke  fyr  that  whylom  brente  thee, 
el  as  thilke  fjrr  now  brenneth  me  ; 
do  that  I  to-znorwe  have  viotorie.  2405 
be  the  travaille,  and  thyn  be  the 
glorie ! 

soverein  temple  wol  I  most  honooren 
iny  place,  and  alwey  most  laboureu 
thy  plesannce  and    in    thy  crafbes 
stronge,  (155O 

d  in  thy  temple  I  wol  my  baner  honge, 
d  alio  the  armes  of  my  oompanye ;  241 1 
id  eyere-mOf  nn-to  that  day  I  dye, 
erne  fyr  I  wol  biforn  thee  finde. 
id  eek  to  this  avow  I  wol  me  binde : 
y  herd,  myn  heer  that  hongeth  long 
adonn,  3415 

aat  never  yet  ne  felte  offensionn 
f  rasonr  nor  of  shore,  I  wol  thee  yive, 
jxd  been  thy  trewe  servant  whyl  I  live. 
ToW  lord,  have  ronthe  apK>n  my  sorwes 
aoro,  (1561) 

t''if  me  fvictorie,  I  aske  thee  namore.'  2420 
The  preyere  stinte  of  Arcita  the  stronge, 
The  ringes  on  the  temple-dore  that  honge, 
Ajid  eek  the  dores,  olatereden  ftd  faste, 
Of  which  Arcita  som-what  him  agaste. 
The  fyres  brende  np-on  the  anter  brighte, 
That  it  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  lighte ; 
And  swete  smel  the  ground  anon  up-yaf, 
And  Arcita  anon  his  hand  np-haf,    (1570) 
And  more  encens  in-to  the  fyr  he  caste. 
With  othere  lytes  mo ;  and  atte  laste  2430 
The  statue  of  Mars  bigan  his  hanberk 

ringe. 
And  with  that  soon  he  herde  a  murmur- 

inge 
Ful   lowe    and    dim,  that   sayde    thus, 

•Victorie': 
For  which  he  yaf  to  Mars  honour  and 

gloria. 
And  thus  with  joye,  and  hope  wel  to  fare, 
Arcite  anon  un-to  his  inne  is  fare,      2436 
As  fayn  as  fowel  is  of  the  brighte  sonne. 
And  right  anon  swioh  stiyf  ther  is  bi- 
gonne  (1580) 

For  thilke  graunting,  in  the  hevene  above, 
Bitwixe  Yenus,  the  goddesse  of  love,  3440 
And  Mars,  the  steme  god  armipotente. 
That  Jupiter  was  bisy  it  to  stente ; 
Til  that  the  pale  Satumus  the  oolde, 
That  kli6'#  so  manye  of  aventurefe  olde. 


Fond  in  his  olde  experience  an  art,    2445 
That  he  ful  sone  hath  plesed  every  part. 
As  sooth  is  sayd,  elde  hath  greet  avantage ; 
In  elde  is  bothe  wisdom  and  usage ;  (1590) 
Men  may  the  olde  at-renne,  and  noght 

at-rede. 
Satume  anon,  to  stinten  stryf  and  dredo, 
Al  be  it  that  it  is  agayn  his  kynde,     2451 
Of  al  this  stryf  he  gan  remedie  fynde. 

*  My  dere  doghter  Venus,'  quod  Satume, 
*  My  cours,  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to  tume, 
Hath  more  power  than  wot  any  man.  2455 
Biyn  is  the  drenching  in  the  see  so  wan  ; 
Myn  is  the  prison  in  the  derke  cote  ; 
Myn  is  the  strangling  and  hanging  by  the 

throte;  (1600) 

The  murmure,  and  the  cherles  rebelling. 
The  groyning,  and  the  pryvee  empoyson- 

ing :  2460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correccioun 
Whyl  I  dwelle  in  the  signe  of  the  Leoun. 
Myn  is  the  mine  of  the  hye  halles, 
The  falling  of  the  toures  and  of  the  walles 
Up-on  the  mynour  or  the  carpenter.  2465 
I  slow  Sampsoun  in  shaking  the  piler  ; 
And  myne  be  the  maladyes  colde, 
The  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  olde ; 
My  loking  is  the  fader  of  pestilence.  ( 161 1 ) 
Now  weep  namore,  I  shal  doon  diligence 
That  Palamon,  that  is  thyn  owne  knight, 
Shal  have  his  lady,  as  thou  hast  him  hight. 
Though  Mars  shal  helpe  his  knight,  yet 

nathelees 
Bitwixe  yow  ther  moot  be  som  tyme  pees, 
Al  beye  noght  of  o  complexioun,        2475 
That  oauseth  al  day  swich  divisioun. 
I  am  thin  ayel,  redy  at  thy  wille ; 
Weep  thou  namore,  I  wol  thy  lust  ful- 
fille.'  (1620) 

Now  wol  I  stinten  of  the  goddes  above, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  love. 
And  telle  yow,  as  pleynly  as  I  can,     2481 
The  grete  effect,  for  which  that  I  bigan. 

Explicit  tercia  pars. 
Sequitur  pars  qnarta. 
Greet  was  the  feste  in  Athenes  that  day, 
And  eek  the  lusty  seson  of  that  May 
Made    every   wight    to    been    in    swich 
plesaunce,  2485 

That  al  that  Monday  justen  they  and 
daunoe, 
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And  spenden  it  in  YeniiB  heigh  servyse. 
But  by  the  catiBe  that  they  sholde  ryse 
Erly,  for  to  seen  the  grete  fight,        (1631) 
Unto  hir  reste  wente  they  at  night.    3490 
And  on  the  morwe,  whan  that  day  gan 

springe, 
Of  hors  and  ham^ys,  noyse  and  clateringe 
Ther  was  in  hosteliyes  al  aboute  ; 
And  to  the  paleys  rood    ther  many  a 

route 
Of  lordes,  up-on  stedes  and  palfreys.  2495 
Ther  maystow  seen  devysing  of  hemeys 
So  uncouth  and  so  riche,  and  wroght  so 

weel 
Of  goldsmithrie,  of  browding,  and   of 

steel ;  (1640) 

The  sheeldes  brighto,  testers,  and  trap- 

pures ; 
Gold-hewen   hebnes,  hauberks,  cote-«r- 

mures;  250a 

Lordes  in  paraments  on  hir  courseres, 
Knightes  of  retenne,  and  eek  squyeres 
Nailinge  the  speres,  and  hebnes  bokelinge, 
Gigginge  of  sheeldes,  with  layneres  la- 

cinge  ; 
Ther  as  need  is,  they  weren  no-thing  ydel ; 
The  fomy  stedes  on  the  golden  brydel  2506 
Gnawinge,  and  faste  the  armurers  also 
With  fyle  and  hamer  prikinge  to  and 

fro ;  (1650) 

Yemen  on  fote,  and  oommunes  many  oon 
With  shorte  staves,  thikke  as  they  may 

goon ;  3510 

Fypes,  trompes,  nakers,  clariounes, 
That  in  the  bataille  blowen  blody  sonnes ; 
The  paleys  ful  of  i>eples  up  and  doun, 
Heer  three,  ther  ten,  holding  hir  ques- 

tionn, 
Divyninge  of  thise  Theban  knightes  two. 
Somme  seyden  thus,  somme  seyde  it  shal 

be  so ;  2516 

Somme  helden  with  him  with  the  blake 

herd, 
Somme  with  the  balled,  somme  with  the 

thikke-herd ;  (1660) 

Somme    sayde,  he   loked  grim  and  he 

wolde  fighte ; 
He  hath  a  sparth  of  twenty  pound  of 

wighte.  3520 

Thus  was  the  halle  ful  of  divjminge, 
Longe  after  that  the  sonne  gan  to  springe. 


The  grete  Theseus,  that  of  his  sleep 

awaked 
With  minstralcye  and  noyse  that  was 

maked, 
Held  yet  the  chambre  of  his  paleys  liche, 
Til  that  the  Thebane  knightes,  bothe  y- 

liche  2536 

Honoured,  were  into  the  paJeys  fet. 
Duk  Theseus  was  at  a  window  set,    (1670) 
Arrayed  right  as  he  were  a  god  in  trone. 
The  peple  preesseth  thider-ward  ful  sone 
Him  for  to  seen,  and  doon  heigh  reverence, 
And  eek  to  herkne   his    best   and  his 

sentence. 
An  heraud  on  a  scaffold  made  an  ho. 
Til  al  the  noyse  of  peple  was  y-do ; 
And  whan  he  saugh  the  peple  of  noyse  al 

stille,  2535 

Tho  showed  he  the  mighty  dukes  wille. 

*  The  lord  hath  of  his  heigh  disorecioun 
Considered,  that  it  were  destruccioun  (1680) 
To  gentil  blood,  to  fighten  in  the  gyse 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  this  empryse ; 
Wherfore,  to  shapen  that  they  shul  bot 

dye,  2541 

He  wol  his  firste  purpos  modifye. 
No  man  therfor,  up  peyne  of  los  of  lyf. 
No  maner  shot,  ne  pollax,  ne  short  knyf 
Into  the  listes  sende,  or  thider  bringe ;  2545 
Ne  short  swerd  for  to  stoke,  with  poynt 

bytinge. 
No  man  ne  drawe,  ne  here  it  by  his  ^de. 
Ne  no  man  shal  un-to  his  felawe  lyde  ( 1 690) 
But  o  cours,  with  a  sharp  y-grounde  spere ; 
Foyne,  if  him  list,  on  fote,  him-self  to 

were.  3550 

And  he  that  is  at  mesohief,  shal  be  take. 
And  noght  slayn,  but  be  broght  un-to  the 

stake 
That  shal  ben  ordeyned  on  either  ^de  ; 
But  thider  he  shal  by  force,  and  ther 

abyde. 
And  if  so  falle,  the  chieftayn  be  take  3555 
On  either  syde,  or  elles  slee  his  make. 
No  lenger  shal  the  tumeyinge  laste. 
God  spede  yow ;  goth  forth,  and  ley  on 

faste.  (1700) 

With  long  swerd  and  with  maces  fight 

your  flUe. 
Goth  now  your  wey;  tiiis  is  the  lordes 

wille.'  3560 
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The  voys  of  peple  tonchede  the  hcvene, 
So  loade  cryden  they  with  znery  gtevene  : 
'  God  save  swich  a  lord,  that  is  so  good, 
He  wilneth  no  destmocionn  of  blood ! ' 
Up  goon  the  trompes  and  the  melodye.  3565 
And  to  the  listes  rit  the  companye 
By  ordinaunce,  thorgh-ont  the  citee  lai^, 
Hanged  with  doth  of  gold,  and  nat  with 

sarge.  (1710) 

Fnl  lyk  a  lord  this  noble  dnk  gan  xyde, 
Thise  two  Thebanes  up-on  either  syde ;  3570 
And  after  rood  the  qaene,  and  Emelye, 
And  after  that  another  companye 
Of  oon  and  other,  after  hir  degree. 
And  thus  they  passen  thui^h-ont  the 

citee. 
And  to  the  listes  oome  they  by  iyme,  2S7S 
It  nas  not  of  the  day  yet  fully  pryme, 
Whan  set  was  Theseus  f ul  riche  and  hye, 
Ipolita  the  queue  and  Emelye,  (17^ 

And  other  ladies  in  degrees  aboute. 
Un-to  the  seetcs  preesseth  al  the  route.  2580 
And  west-ward,  thurgh  the  gates  under 

Marte, 
Axcite,  and  eek  the  hundred  of  his  parte. 
With  baner  reed  is  entred  right  anon ; 
And  in  that  selve  moment  Palamon 
Is  under  Venus,  est-ward  in  the  place,  2565 
With  baner  whyt,  and  hardy  chore  and 

face. 
In  al  the  world,  to  seken  up  and  doun. 
So  even  with-onten  variacioun,  (1730) 

Ther  nere  swiohe  oompanyes  tweye. 
For  ther  nas  noon  so  wys  that  coude 

seye,  2590 

That  any  hadde  of  other  avauntage 
Of  worthinesse,  no  of  estaat,  ne  age, 
So  even  were  they  chosen,  for  to  gesse. 
And  in  two  renges  faire  they  hem  dresse. 
Whan  that  hir  names  rad  were  everi- 

choon,  2595 

That  in  hir  nombre  gyle  were  ther  noon, 
Tho  were  the  gates  shet,  and  ciyed  ¥ras 

loude : 
*Do  now  your   devoir,  yonge    knightes 

proude ! '  (1740) 

The  heraudes  lefte  hir  priking  up  and 

doun ;  3599 

Kow  ringen  trompes  loude  and  darioun ; 
Ther  is  namore  to  seyn,  but  west  and  est 
In  goon  the  speres  ful  sadly  in  arest ; 


In  goth  the  sharpe  spore  in-to  the  syde. 
Ther  seen  men  who  can  juste,  and  who 

can  ryde; 
Ther   shiveren   shafbes   up-on    sheeldes 

thikke ;  3605 

He    feleth    thurgh  the  herte-spoon  the 

prikke. 
Up  springen  speres  twenty  foot  on  highte ; 
Out   goon    the   swerdes    as    the    silver 

brighte.  (1750) 

The  helmes  they  to-hewen  and  to-shrede ; 
Out  brest  the  blood,  with  steme  stremes 

rede.  3610 

With  mighty  maces  the  bones  they  to- 

breste. 
He  thurgh  the  thikkeste  of  the  throng 

gan  threste. 
Ther  stomblen  stedes  stronge,  and  doun 

goth  aL 
He  rolleth  under  foot  as  dooth  a  baL  2614 
He  foyneth  on  his  feet  with  his  tronchoun. 
And  he  him  hurtleth  with  his  hors  adoun. 
He  thurgh  the  body  is  hurt,  and  sithen 

y-take, 
Maugree  his  heed,  and  broght  un-to  the 

stake,  ((7<^>) 

As  forward  was,   right  ther   he  moste 

abyde ; 
Another  lad  is  on  that  other  syde.       3630 
And  som  tyme  dooth  hem  Theseus  to  reste. 
Hem  to  refresshe,  and  drinken  if  hem 

leste. 
Fnl  ofte  a-day  han  thise  Thebanes  two 
Togidre  y-met,  and  wrogbt  his  felawe  wo; 
Unhorsed  hath  ech  other  of  hem  tweye. 
Ther  nas  no  tygre  in  the  vale  of  GhUgo- 

pheye,  3636 

Whan  that  hir  whelp  is  stole,  whtm  it  is 

lyte. 
So  cruel  on  the  hunte,  as  is  Arcite   (1770) 
For  jelous  herte  upon  this  Palamoun  : 
Ne  in  Belmarye  ther  nis  so  fel  leoun,  3630 
That  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood, 
Ne  of  his  praye  desireth  so  the  blood, 
As  Palamon  to  sleen  his  fo  Arcite. 
The  jelous  strokes  on  hir  helmes  byte ; 
Out  renneth   blood  on  both    hir   sydes 

rede.  3635 

Som  tyme  an  ende  ther  is  of  every  dede ; 
For  er  the  sonne  un-to  the  reste  wente. 
The  stronge  king  Emetrens  gan  hente 
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This  Palamon,  as  he  faoght  with  Arcite, 
And  made  his  sword  depe  in  his  flesh  to 

byte ;  (1782)  ^640 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Unyolden,  and  y«-drawe  unto  the  stake. 
And  in  the  rescons  of  this  Palamonn 
The  stronge  king  Lignrge  is  bom  adoun  ; 
And  king  Emetrens,  for  al  his  strengthe, 
Is  bom  oat  of  his  sadel  a  swerdes  lengthe, 
So  hitte  bim  Palamon  er  he  were  take ; 
Bat  al  for  noght,  he  was  broght  to  the 

stake.  (1790) 

His  hardy  herte  mighte  him  helpe  naught  ; 
He  moste  abyde,  whan  that  he  was  canght 
By  force,  and  eok  by  composicioan.  2651 
Who  sorweth  now  but  wofal  Palamoon, 
That  moot  namore  goon  agayn  to  fighte  ? 
And  whan  that  Theseos  had  seyn  this 

sighte,  2654 

XJn-to  the  folk  that  foghten  thus  echoon 
He  crydo,  *  Ho !  namore,  for  it  is  doon ! 
I  wol  be  trewe  joge,  and  no  partye. 
Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  have  Emelye,  (1800) 
That  by  his  fortune  hath  hir  £Eure  y- 

wonne.' 
Anon  ther  is  a  noyse  of  peple  bigonne  2660 
For  joye  of  this,  so  londo  and  heigh  with- 

oUe, 
It  semed  that  the  listes  sholde  falle. 

What  can  now  faire  Yenos  doon  above  ? 
What  seith  she  now?   what  dooth  this 

qaene  of  love  ? 
But  wepeth  so,  for  wanting  of  hir  wille. 
Til  that  hir  teres  in  the  listes  fille ;     a666 
She  seyde :  '  I  am  ashamed,  doatelees.' 
Satomos  seyde  :  *  Boghter,  hold  thy  pees. 
Mars  hath  his  wiUe,  his  knight  hath  al 

his  bone,  (iSu) 

And,  by  myn  heed,  thou  shalt  ben  esed 

Bone.'  3670 

The  trompes,  with  the  loade  minetral- 

eye, 
The  heraudes,  that  ftd  loade  yolle  and 

ciye, 
Been  in  hir  wele  for  joye  of  dann  Aroit«. 
Bat  herkneth  me,  and  stinteth  now  a 

lyte. 
Which  a  miracle  ther  bifel  anon.         2675 
This  fierse  Arcite  hath  of  his  helm  y-don. 
And  on  a  coarser,  for  to  shewe  his  ftuse. 
He  priketh  endelong  the  large  place,  (1820) 


Loking  upward  up-on  this  Emelye ;    2679 
And  she  agayn  him  caste  a  freendlich  y^, 
(For  wommen,  as  to  speken  in  oomune, 
They  folwen  al  the  favour  of  fortune) ; 
And  she  was  al  his  chere,  as  in  his  herte. 
Out  of  the  ground  a  furie  infernal  sterte, 
From  Pluto  sent,  at  requeste  of  Satume, 
For  which  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tume. 
And  leep  a^do,  and  foundred  as  he  leep ; 
And,  er  that  Arcite  may  taken  keep,  (1830) 
He  pighte  him  on  the  pomel  of  his  heed, 
That  in  the  place  he   lay  as  he  were 

deed,  2690 

His  brest  to-brosten  with  his  sadel-bowe. 
As  blak  he  lay  as  any  cole  or  crowe, 
So  was  the  blood  y-ronnen  in  his  face. 
Anon  he  was  y-bom  out  of  the  place 
With  herte  soor,  to  Theseus  paleys.     2695 
Tho  was  he  corven  out  of  his  hameys, 
And  in  a  bed  y-brought  ful  faire  and 

blyve. 
For  he  was  yet  in  memorie  and  aljrve,  (1840) 
And  alway  crying  after  Emelye. 
Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  companye,  2700 
I  Is  comen  hoom  to  Athenes  his  citee, 
With  alle  blisso  and  greet  solempnitce. 
Al  be  it  that  this  aventure  was  falle, 
He  nolde  noght  disconforten  hem  alle. 
Men  seyde  eek,  that  Arcite  shal  nat  dye ; 
He  shal  ben  heled  of  his  maladyo.       2706 
And  of  another  thing  they  were  as  fayn, 
That  of  hem  alle  was  ther  noon  y-slayn, 
Al  were  they  sore  y-hurt,  and  namely  oon. 
That  with  a  spere  was  thirled  his  brest- 

boon.  (1852)  2710 

To  othere  woundes,  and  to  broken  armes, 
Some  hadden  salves,  and  some  hadden 

charmes; 
Fermacies  of  herbes,  and  oek  save 
They  dronken,  for  they  wolde  hir  limes 

have. 
For  which  this  noble  duk,  as  he  wel  can, 
Conforteth  and  honoureth  every  man,  2716 
And  made  revel  al  the  longe  night, 
Un-to  the  straunge  lordes,  as  was  right. 
Ne  ther  was  holden  no  disconfitinge,  (186 1) 
But  as  a  justes  or  a  toumoyinge ;        2720 
For  soothly  ther  was  no  disconflture. 
For  falling  nis  nat  but  an  aventure ; 
Xe  to  be  lad  with  fors  un-to  the  stake 
Unyolden,  and  with  twenty  knightes  take. 
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O  penone  allone,  with-onten  xno,         3735 
And  haxied  forth  by  arme,  foot,  and  to, 
And  eek  his  stede  driven  forth  with  staves, 
With   footmen,  bothe    yemen   and  eek 

knaves,  (1870) 

It  nas  aretted  him  no  vileinye,  2729 

Ther  may  no  man  clepen  it  cowardye. 

For  which  anon  duk  Theseus  leet  crye, 
To  stinten  alle  rancour  and  envye, 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  other. 
And  either  sj'de  y-lyk,  as  otheres  brother ; 
And  yaf  hem  yiftes  aiter  hir  degree,  2735 
And  folly  heeld  a  feste  dayes  three ; 
And  conveyed  the  kinges  worthily 
Out  of  his  toun  a  joumee  largely.     (1880) 
And  boom  wente  every  man  the  righte 

way. 
Ther  was  namore,  but  *  far  wel,  have  good 

day ! »  2740 

Of  this  batculle  I  wol  namore  endyte, 
But  speke  of  Falamon  and  of  Arcite. 
Swelleth  the  brest  of  Arcite,  and  the 

sore 
Encreessoth  at  his  herte  more  and  more. 
The  dotheied  blood,  for  any  lecheorafb, 
Corrupteth,  and  is  in  his  bouk  y-lafb,  2746 
That  neither  veyne-blood,  ne  ventusinge, 
Ne  drinke  of  herbes  may  ben  his  helpinge. 
The  vertu  expulsif,  or  animal,  (1891) 

Fro  thilke  vertu  clepbd  natural  2750 

Ne  may  the  venim  voyden,  ne  expelle. 
The  pypes  of  his  longes  gonne  to  swelle, 
And  every  lacerte  in  his  brest  adoun 
Is  shent  with  venim  and  cormpcioun. 
Him  gayneth  neither,  for  to  gete  his  lyf, 
Vomyt  upward,  ne  donnward  laxatif ;  2756 
Al  is  to-brosten  thilke  regioun, 
Nature  hath  now  no  dominacioun.  (191X}) 
And  certeinly,  ther  nature  wol  nat  wii*che, 
Far-wel,  phisyki    go    ber   the    man  to 

chirche !  2760 

This  al  and  som,  that  Arcita  mot  dye. 
For  which  he  sendeth  after  Emelye, 
And  Falamon,  that  was  his  oosin  dere ; 
Than  seyde  he  thus,  as  ye  shul  after 

here. 
*  Naught  may  the  woful  spirit  in  mjm 

herte  2765 

Declare  o  poynt  of  alle  my  sorwes  smerte 
To  yow,  my  lady,  that  I  love  most ; 
Bat  I  biquethe  the  service  of  my  gost  ( 1910) 


To  yow  aboven  every  creature. 
Sin  that  my  lyf  may  no  lenger  dure.  2770 
Alias,  the  wo  I  alias,  the  pcynes  stronge, 
That  I  for  yow  have  suffred,  and  so  longe ! 
Alias,  the  deeth  I  alias,  myn  Emelye  ! 
Alias,  departing  of  our  companye  I     2774 
Alias,  myn  hertes  <][uene !  alias,  my  wyf ! 
Myn  hertes  lady,  endere  of  my  Ijrf ! 
What  is  this  world  ?  what  asketh  men  to 

have? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  oolde  grave 
Allone,  with-outen  any  companye.    (1921) 
F&r-wel^  my  swete  fo  I  myn  Emelye !  2780 
And  softe  tak  me  in  your  armes  tweyc, 
For  love  of  God,  and  herkneth  what  I  seye. 

I  have  heer  with  my  cosin  Falamon 
Had  stryf  and  rancour,  many  a  day  agon. 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jelonsye.  2785 
And  Jupiter  so  wis  my  soule  gye, 
To  speken  of  a  servant  proprely. 
With  aUe  circumstannoes  trewely,   (19.^0) 
That  is  to  seyp,  trouthe,  honour,  and 

knjghthede. 
Wisdom,  humblesse,  estaat,   and  heigh 
kinrede,  2791) 

Fredom,  and  al  that  longeth  to  that  art, 
So  Jupiter  have  of  my  soule  part. 
As  in  this  world  right  now  ne  knowe  I  non 
So  worthy  to  ben  loved  as  Falamon,  2794 
That  servoth  yow,  and  wol  don  al  his  lyf. 
And  if  that  ever  ye  shul  been  a  wyf, 
Foryet  nat  Falamon,  the  gentil  man.' (1959) 
And  with  that  word  his  speche  faille  gan. 
For  from  his  feet  up  to  his  brest  was  come 
The  cold  of  deeth,  that  hadde  him  over- 
come. 2800 
And  yet  more-over,  in  his  armes  two 
The  vital  strengthe  is  lost,  and  al  ago. 
Only  the  intellect,  with-outen  more, 
That  dwelled  in  hJs  herte  syk  and  sore, 
Gan  faillen,  when  the  herte  felte  deeth, 
Dusked  his  eyen  two,  and  failled  breeth. 
But  on  his  lady  yet  caste  he  his  yS :  (1949) 
His  laste  word  was,  *  mercy,  Emelye ! ' 
His  spirit  ohaunged  hous,  and  wente  ther, 
As  I  cam  never,  I  can  nat  tellen  wher.  2816 
Therfor  I  stinte,  I  nam  no  divinistre ; 
Of  soules  flnde  I  nat  in  this  registre, 
Ne  me  ne  list  thilke  opiniouns  to  telle 
Of  hem,  though  that  they  wryten  wher 
they  dwelle. 


454 


A.    Z^i  %nicfiU9  Zatt. 


[t.  2817—2903. 


Arcite  is  cold,  ther  Mars  his  soule  gye  ; 
Now  wol  I  speken  forth  of  Emelye.  a8i6 
Shrighte  Emelye,  and  howleth  Palamon, 
And  Theseus  his  suster  took  anon  (i960) 
S  wowninge,  and  bar  hir  fro  the  corps  away. 
What  helpoth  it  to  tarien  forth  the  day, 
To  tellen  how  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and 
morwe?  2821 

For  in  swich  oas  wommen  have  swich 


sorwe 


Whan  that  hir  honsbonds  been  from  hem 

ago, 
That  for  the  more  part  they  sorwen  so. 
Or  elles  fallen  in  swich  maladye,         2825 
That  at  the  laste  certeinly  they  dye. 

Infinite  been  the  sorwes  and  the  teres 
Of  olde  folk,  and  folk  of  tendre  y eres,  ( 1 970) 
In  al  the  toun,  for  deeth  of  this  Theban  ; 
For  him  ther  wepeth  bothe  child  and 

man ;  2830 

So  greet  a  weping  was  ther  noon,  oertayn, 
Whan  Ector  was  y-broght,  al  fresh  y-slayn, 
To  Troye ;  alias  !  the  pitee  that  was  ther, 
Cracching  of  chekes,  rending  eek  of  heer. 

*  Why  woldestow  be  deed,'  thise  wommen 

crye,  2835 

'  And  haddest  gold  y-nongh,  and  Emelye  ? ' 
No  man  mighte  gladen  Thesens, 
Savinge  his  olde  fader  Egens,  (1980) 

That  knew  this  worldes  transmntacionn, 
As  ho  had  seyn  it  ohaongen  up  and  doun, 
Joye  after  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnesse  : 
And  shewed  hem  ensamples  and  lyknesso. 
*  Bight  as  ther  deyed  never  man,'  quod 

he,  2843 

'  That  he  ne  livedo  in  erthe  in  som  degree. 
Right  so  ther  livede  never  man,'  he  seyde, 

*  In  al  this  world,  that  som  tyme  he  ne 

deyde.  (1988)  2846 

This  world  nis  but  a  thurghfare  ful  of  wo. 
And  we  ben  pilgrimes,  passinge  to  and  fro ; 
Deeth  is  an  ende  of  every  worldly  sore.* 
And  over  al  this  yet  seyde  he  muchel  more 
To  this  effect,  ful  wysly  to  enhorte  2851 
The  peple,  that  they  sholde  hem  reoonforte. 

*  Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  bisy  cure. 
Caste  now  wher  that  the  sepulture 

Of  good  Arcite  may  best  y-maked  be,    2855 
And  eek  most  honurable  in  his  degree. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  conclusioun,  (1999) 
Tliat  ther  as  first  Arcite  and  Palamoun 


Hadden  for  love  the  bataille  hem  bitwene. 
That  in  that  selve  grove,  swote  and  grene, 
Ther  as  he  hadde  his  amorous  desires,  2861 
His  compleynt,  and  for  love  his  hote  fires, 
Ho  wolde  make  a  fyr,  in  which  th'o£Bce 
Funeral  he  mighte  al  accomplice ; 
And  leet  oomaunde  anon  to  hakke  and 

hewe  (2007)   2865 

The  okes  olde,  and  leye  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  colpons  wel  arrayed  for  to  brenne ; 
His  officers  with  swifbe  feet  they  renne 
And  ryde  anon  at  his  comaundement. 
And  after  this,  Theseus  hath  y-sent    2870 
After  a  bere,  and  it  al  over-spradde 
With  cloth  of  gold,  the  richest  that  he 

hadde. 
And  of  the  same  suyte  he  cladde  Arcite ; 
Upon  his  hondes  hadde  he  gloves  whyte ; 
Eek  on  his  heed    a    croune   of   laurer 

grene,  2875 

And  in  his  bond  a  swerd  ful  bright  and 

keno.  (3018) 

He  leyde  him  bare  the  visage  on  the  bere, 
Therwith  ho  weep  that  pitee  was  to  here. 
And  for  the  peple  sholde  seen  him  alle, 
Whan  it  was  day,  he  broghte  him  to  the 

halle,  2880 

That  roreth  of  the  crying  and  the  soun. 

Tho  cam  this  woful  Theban  Palamoun, 
With  flotery  herd,  and  ruggy  asshy  heres, 
In  clothes  blake,  y-dropped  al  with  teres ; 
And,  passing  othere  of  weping,  Emelye, 
The  rewfuUeste  of  al  the  oompanye.   2886 
In  as  muche  as  the  service  sholde  be 
The  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  d^ree, 
Duk  Theseus  leet  forth  three  stedes  bringe, 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteringe, 
And   covered   with  the  armes  of  daun 

Arcite.  (2033)  2891 

Up-on  thise  stedes,  that  weren  grete  and 

whyte, 
Ther  seten  folk,  of  which  oon  bar  his  sheeld, 
Another  his  spere  up  in  his  hondes  heeld ; 
The  thridde  bar  with  him  his  bowe  Tur- 
keys, 2895 
Of  brend  gold  was  the  cas,  and  eek  the 

hameys ;  (2038) 

And  riden  forth  a  pas  with  sorwefiil  chore 
Toward  the  grove,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
The  nobleete  of  the  Orekes  that  ther  were 
Upon  hir  shuldres  carieden  the  bere,  2900 
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With  slakke  pas,  and  eyen  rede  and  wete, 
Thni|g^h-oat  the  citee,  bj  t  he  maisteri^trete, 
That  sprad  was  al  with  blak,  and  wonder 

hye 
Right  of  the  same  is  al  the  strete  y-wiye. 
Up-on  the  right  hondwente  old  Egeos,  2905 
And  on  that  other  syde  dak  Thesens, 
With  vessels  in  hir  hand  of  gold  fnl  fyn, 
Al  fal  of  hony ,  milk,  and  blood,  and  wyn  ; 
£ek  Palamon,  with  fal  greet  oompanye ; 
And  after  that  oam  woful  Emelye,      2910 
With  fyr  in  honde,  as  was  that  tyme  the 

gyse,  (2t>53) 

To  do  th'office  of  ftineral  servyse. 

Heigh  labour,  and  Axl'greet  apparaillinge 
Was  at  the  service  and  the  fyr-makinge, 
That  with  his  grene  top  the  heven  ranghte, 
And  twenty  fadme  of  brede  the  armes 

stranghte ;  3916 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  bowes  were  so  brode. 
Of  stree  first  ther  was  leyd  fvJL  many  a 

lode.  (ao6i)) 

But  how  the  fyr  was  maked  np  on  highte, 
And  eek  the  names  how  the  trete  highte, 
As  ook,  firre,  birch,  asp,  alder,  holm, 

popler,  2931 

Wilow,  elm,  plane,  ash,  box,  chasteyn, 

lind,  lanrer, 
Mapnl,  thorn,  beech,  hasel,  ew,  whippel- 

tree, 
How  they  weren  feld,  shal  nat  be  told  for 

me; 
Ne  how  the  goddes  ronnen  np  and  donn, 
Disherited  of  hir  habitacionn,  2926 

In  which  they  woneden  in  resteand  pees, 
Nymphes,  Fannes,  and  Amadrides ;  (2070) 
Ne  how  the  bestes  and  the  briddes  alle 
Fledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wode  was falle ; 
Ne  how  the  gronnd  agast  was  of  the  light, 
That  was  nat  wont  to  seen  the  sonne  bright ; 
Ne  how  the  fyr  was  conched  first  with  stree. 
And  than  with  drye  stokkes  cloven  a  three, 
And  than  with  grene  wode  and  spycerye, 
And  than  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 

perrye,  2936 

And  gerlandes  hanging  with  fhl  many 

a  flonr, 
The  mirre,  th'encens,  with  al  so  greet 

odonr; 
Ne  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this,      (2081) 
Ne  what  riehesse  aboat«  his  body  is ;  2940 


Ne  how  that  Emelye,  as  was  the  gyse, 

Patte  in  the  fyr  of  fxmeral  servyse ; 

Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made  the 

fyr, 
Ne  what  she  spak,  ne  what  was  hir  desyr ; 
Ne  what  jeweles  men  in  the  fjrr  tho  caste, 
Whan  that  the  fyr  was  greet  and  brente 

faste ;  2946 

Ne  how  som  caste  hir  sheeld,  and  som  hir 

spere. 
And  of  hir  vestiments,  whiche  that  they 

"were,  (2090) 

And  onppes  fol  of  wyn,  and  milk,  and 

blood, 
Into  the  fyr,  that  brente  as  it  were  wood ; 
Ne  how  the  Grekes  with  an  huge  route 
ThryCs  riden  al  the  fyr  aboute  2952 

Up-on  the  left  hand,  with  a  loud  shoutinge. 
And  thryta  with  hir  speres  clateringe ; 
Andthryeshowtheladiesgonneorye;  2955 
Ne  how  that  lad  was  hom-ward  Emelye ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  asshen  colde ; 
Ne  how  that  liche-wake  was  y-holde  (2100) 
Al  thilke  night,  ne  how  the  Qrekes  pleye 
The  wake-pleyes,  ne  kepe  I  nat  to  seye ;  2960 
Who  wrastleth  best  naked,   with   oUle 

enoynt, 
Ne  who  that  bar  him  best,  in  no  di^oynt. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  eek  how  that  they  goon 
Hoom  til  Athenes,  whan  the  pley  is  doon  ; 
But  shortly  to  the  poynt  than  wol  I  wende, 
And  maken  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende.  2966 
By  processe  and  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres 
Al  stinted  is  the  mooming  and  the  teres. 
Of  Qrekee,  by  oon  general  assent,      (21 1 1) 
Than  semed  me  ther  was  a  parlement  2970 
At  Athenes,  up-on  certeyn  poynts and  cas; 
Among  the  whiche  poynts  y-spoken  was 
To  have  with  certeyn  contrees  alliaunce, 
And  have  fully  of  Thebans  obeisaunce. 
For  which  this  noble  Theseus  anon     2975 
Leet  senden  after  gentil  Palamon, 
Unwist  of  him  what  was  the  cause  and 

why; 
But  in  his  blake  clothes  sorwefully  (2120) 
He  cam  at  his  comaundemente  in  hye. 
Tho  sente  Theseus  for  Emelye.  29^0 

Whan  they  were  set,  and  hust  was  al  the 

place. 
And  Theseus  abiden  hadde  a  space 
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Er  any  word  cam  from  his  wyse  brest, 
Hie  eyen  sette  he  ther  as  was  his  lest, 
Andwithasadvisagehesykedstille,   2985 
And  after  that  right  thus  he  seyde  his  wille. 

*  The  firste  moevere  of  the  cause  abovOf 
Whan  he  first  made  the  faire  oheyne  of 

love,  (aijo) 

Greet  was  th'eifect,  and   heigh  was  his 

entente ; 
Wei  wiste  he  why,  and  what  therof  he 

mente ;  2990 

For  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  love  he  bond 
The  fyr,  the   eyr,  the  water,  and   the 

lond 
Incerteynbonndes,  that  they  may  nat  flee ; 
That  same  prince  and  that  moevere,'  qnod 

he, 
'  Hath  Btablissed,  in  this  wreoched  world 

adoon,  2*/^ 

Certejoie  dayes  and  doraoionn 
To  al  that  is  engendred  in  tiiis  place,  (2139) 
Over  the  whiche  day  ihey  may  nat  pace, 
Al  mowe  they  yet  tho  dayes  wel  abregge ; 
Ther  needeth  non  anctoritee  allegge,  3000 
For  it  is  proved  by  experience. 
But  that  me  list  declaren  my  sentence. 
Than  may  men  by  this  ordre  wel  disceme. 
That  thilke  moevere  stable  is  and  eteme. 
Wel  may  men  knowe,  bnt  it  be  a  fool,  3005 
That  every  part  deryveth  from  his  hooL 
For  natnre  hath  nat  take  his  beginning 
Of  no  party  ne  cantel  of  a  thing,       (2150) 
Bat  of  a  thing  that  parfit  is  and  stable, 
Descending  so,  til  it  be  (•x)rmmpable.  3010 
And  therfore,  of  his  wyse  porveyannoe. 
He  hath  so  wel  biset  his  ordinaonce, 
That  speces  of  thinges  and  progressiouns 
Shollen  endoren  by  Buccessiouns, 
And  nat  eteme  be,  with-onte  1yd  :       3015 
This  maistow  understonde  and  seen  at  y& 

*  Lo  the  ook,  that  hath  so  long  a  noris- 

shinge 

From  tyme  that  it  first  biginneth  springe, 

Andhathsolongalyf,aswemay8ee,  (3161) 

Yet  at  the  laste  wasted  is  the  tree.      3020 

'  Considereth  eck,  how  that  the  harde 

stoon 
Under  our  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and 

goon, 
Yit  wasteth  it,  as  it  lyth  by  the  wey& 
The  brode  river  somtyme  wexeth  dreye. 


The  grete  tonnes  see  we  wane  and  wende. 
Than  may  ye  see  that  al  this  thing  hath 

ende.  3026 

'  Of  man  and  womman  seen  we  wel  also, 

That  nedeth,  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two, 

This  is  to  seyn,  in  yonthe  or  elles  age,  (2171 ) 

He  moot  ben  deed,  the  king  as  shai  a 

P«««;  3030 

Som  ill  his  bed,  som  in  the  depe  see, 
Som  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se ; 
Ther  helpeth  noght,  al  goth  that  ilke  weye. 
Thanne  may  I  seyn  that  al  this  thing  moot 

doye.  3034 

What  nuJceth  this  bnt  Jupiter  the  king? 
The  which  is  prince  and  canse  of  alle  thing, 
Converting  al  nn-to  his  propre  welle. 
From  which  it  is  deryved,  sooth  to  telle. 
And  hGTe-agayna  no  creatnre  on  lyvo  (2 181) 
Of  no  degree  availleth  for  to  stry  ve.    3040 
'  Thanne  is  it  wisdom,  as  it  thinketh  me. 
To  maken  vertn  of  necessitee. 
And  take  it  wel,  that  we  may  nat  esohne, 
And  namely  that  to  ns  alle  is  due. 
And  who-so  gmccheth  ought,  he  docth 

folye,  3045 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that  al  may  gye. 
And  certeinly  a  man  hath  most  honour 
To  dyen  in  his  exccllonce  and  flour,  (2190) 
Whan  he  is  siker  of  his  gode  name ; 
Than  hath  he  doon  his  freend,  ne  hixn,  no 

shame.  3050 

And  gladder  oghte  his  freend  ben  of  his 

deeth. 
Whan  with  honour  up>yolden  is  his  breeth. 
Than  whan  his  name  apalled  is  for  age ; 
For  al  forgeten  is  his  vasselage. 
Than  is  it  best,  as  for  a  worthy  fame,  3055 
To  dyen  whan  that  he  is  best  of  name. 
The  contrarie  of  al  this  is  wilfnlnesse. 
Why  gmcchen  we?  why  have  we  hevi- 

nesse,  (2200) 

That  good  Arcite,  of  chivaliye  flour 
Departed  is,  with  duetee  and  honour,  3060 
Out  of  this  foule  prison  of  this  lyf  ? 
Why  grucchen  heer  his  cosin  and  his  W3^ 
Of  his  wel-fare  that  loved  hem  so  weel? 
Can  he  hem  thank  ?  nay,  God  wot,  never 

adeel. 
That  bothe  his  soule  and  eek  hem-self 

o£fende,  3065 

And  yet  they  mowe  hir  lustes  nat  amende. 
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^  What  may  I  oonolnde  of  thiB  longe  serie, 
Bat^  after  wo,  I  rede  ns  to  be  merie,  (2210) 
And  thanken  Jnpiter  of  al  hia  grace  ? 
And,  er   that  we    departen    from   this 

place,  3070 

I  rede  that  we  make,  of  sorwes  two, 
O  parfyt  joye,  lasting  ever-mo ; 
And  loketh  now,  wher  most  sorwe  is  her- 

inne, 
Ther  wol  we  first  amenden  and  biginne. 

*Saster,'qnodhe,  'thisismyftLlleassent, 
With  olth'avysheerofmyparlexnent,  5076 
That  gentil  Palamon,  yonr  owne  knight. 
That  serveth  yow  with  wille,  herte,  and 

might,  (3330) 

And  ever  hath  doon,  sin  that  ye  first  him 

knewe,  3079 

That  ye  shul,  of  your  grace,  np-on  him  rewe, 
And  taken  him  for  honsbonde  and  for 

lord : 
Leen  me  your  hond,  fortius  is  onr  acord. 
Lat  see  now  of  your  wommanly  pitee. 
He  is  a  kinges  brother  sone,  pardee ; 
And,  though  he  were  a  povre  bachelor,  3085 
Sin  he  hath  serred  yow  so  many  a  yeer. 


And  had  for  yow  so  greet  adversitee. 

It  moste  been  considered,  leveth  me ;  (3330) 

For  gentil  men^  oghte  to  passen  right.' 

Than  seyde  he  thus  to  Palamon  fal  right ; 
*  I  trowe  ther  nedeth  litel  sermoning  3091 
To  make  yow  assente  to  this  thing. 
Com  neer,  and  tak  your  lady  by  the  hond.' 
BitwLxen  hem  was  maad  anon  the  bond, 
That  highte  matrimoine  or  manage,  3095 
By  al  the  ooonaeil  and  the  baronage. 
And  thns  with  alle  blisse  and  melodye 
Hath  Palamon  y-wedded  Emelye.     (3340) 
And  God,  that  al  this  wyde  world  hath 

wroght, 
Sende  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  dere 

a^boght.  3100 

For  now  is  Palamon  in  alle  wele. 
Living  in  blisse,  in  richesse,  and  in  hele ; 
And  Emelye  him  loveth  so  tendrely, 
And  he  hir  serveth  al-so  gentilly. 
That  never  was  ther  no  word  hem  bitwene 
Of  jelonsye,  or  any  other  tone.  3106 

Thus  endeth  Palamon  and  Emelye  ; 
And  God  save  al  this  faire  companye ! — 

Amen.  (2350) 


Here  ia  ended  the  Knigfatea  Tale. 


THE    MILLER'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folwen  the  wordes  bitwene  the  Hoat  and  the  Ifillere. 


Whah  that  the  Knight  had  thus  his  tale 

y-told, 
In  al  the  ronte  nas  ther  yong.ne  old  3110 
That  he  ne  seyde  it  was  a  noble  storie. 
And  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  memorie ; 
And  namely  the  gentils  everichoon. 
Onr  Hoflte  longh  and  swoor,  *  so  moot  I  goon, 
This  gooth  aright ;  nnbokeledisthemale ; 
Lat  see  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale : 
For  trewely,  the  game  is  wel  bigonne.  3 117 
Now  telleth  ye,  sir  Monk,  if  that  yo  conne, 

Q 


Snmwhat,  to  qnyte  with  the  Knightes 
tale.'  (11) 

The    Miller,    that    for-dronken    was    al 
pale,  SIM 

So  that  nnnethe  np-on  his  hors  he  sat. 
He  nolde  avolen  neither  hood  ne  hat, 
Ne  abjrde  no  man  for  his  curteisye, 
Bnt  in  Pilates  vois  he  gan  to  crye, 
And  swoor  by  armes  and  by  blood  and 
bones,  3135 

*  I  can  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 

3 
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With  which  I  wol  now  qnyte  the  Knig^htes 

tale.' 
Our  Hoete  sangh  that  he  was  dronke  of 

ale,  (ao) 

And  seyde  :  *  abyd,  Bobin,  my  leve  brother, 

Som  bettre  man  shal  telle  hb  first  another: 

Abyd,  and  lat  ns  werken  thriftily.'      3131 

'By  goddes  soul,'  qnod  he,  'that  wol 

nat  I ; 
For  I  wol  speke,  or  elles  go  my  wey.' 
Onr   Hoste  answerde :    '  tel  on,  a  devel 

wey! 
Thou  art  a  fool,  thy  wit  is  overcome.' 3135 
'  Now  herkneth,'  quod  the  Miller,  *  alle 

and  some ! 
But  first  I  make  a  protestacioon 
That  I  am  dronke,  I'knowe  it  by  my 

Bonn ;  (30) 

And  therfore,  if  that  I  miaspeke  or  seye, 
Wyte  it  the  ale  of  Sonthwerk,  I  yow 

preye;  3140 

For  I  wol  telle  a  legende  and  a  lyf 
Bothe  of  a  Carpenter,  and  of  his  wyf. 
How  that  a  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightea 

cappe.' 
The  Be  ve  anawerde  and  seyde,  *  stint  thy 

clappe, 
Lat  be  thy  lowed  dronken  harlotrye.  3145 
It  ia  a  sinne  and  eek  a  greet  folye 
To  apeiren  any  man,  or  him  diffame, 
And    eek  to   bringen  wyvea    in    awich 

fame.  (40) 

Thou  mayst  y-nogh   of   othere   thinges 

eeyn.' 
This  dronken  Killer  spak  tal  aone  ageyn. 
And  seyde,  •  leve  brother  Oaewold,      3151 
Who  hath  no  wyf,  he  is  no  cokewold. 
But  I  aey  nat  therfore  that  thou  art  oon ; 
Ther  been  ful  gode  wyvea  many  oon, 


*|*And  ever  a  thousand  gode  ayejma  oon 

badde,  3*55 

fThat  knowestow  wel  tiiy-aelf,  but-if  thou 

maddo. 
Why  artow  angxy  with  my  tale  now  ? 
I  have  a  wyf,  pardee,  aa  well  aa  thou,  (50} 
Yet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  plogh. 
Taken  up-on  me  more  than  y-nogh,    3160 
As  demen  of  my-aelf  that  I  were  oon ; 
I  wol  beleve  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  houabond  shal  nat  been  inquiaitif 
Of  goddea  privetee,  nor  of  hia  wyfl 
So  he  may  finde  goddea  foyaon  there,  3165 
Of  the  remenant  nedeth  nat  enquere.' 
What  aholde  I  more  aeyn,    but  thia 

Millere 
He  nolde  hia  wordea  for  no  man  forbore,  (60) 
But  tolde  hia  oherlea  tale  in  hia  manere ; 
Methinkeththatlahalreherceithere.  3170 
And    ther-fore    every    gentil    wight    I 

preye. 
For  goddea  love,  deme&  nat  that  I  aeye 
Of  evel  entente,  but  that  I  moot  reherce 
Hir  tales  alle,  be  they  bettre  or  werae, 
Or  ellea  falaen  aom  of  my  matere.        3175 
And  therfore,  who-ao  liat  it  nat  y-here, 
Tume  over  ijie  leef,  and  cheae  another 

tale;  (69) 

For  he  ahal  finde  y-nowe,  grete  and  smale. 
Of  atonal  thing  that  touoheth  gentilleaae. 
And  eek  moralitee  and  holineaae  ;       3180 
Blameth  nat  me  if  that  ye  cheae  amia. 
The   Miller   ia  a  cherl,  ye   knowe  wel 

thia; 
Bo  waa  the  Reve,  and  othere  many  mo, 
And  harlotrye  they  tolden  bothe  twa 
Avyseth  yow  and  putte  me  out  of  blame ; 
An4  eek  men  shal  nat  make  emest  of 

game.  (78)  3186 


Here  endeth  the  prologe. 
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Here  biglimeth  the  Hillere  hia  tale. 


WiiTLOM  ther  was  dwellinge  at  Oxenford 
A  riche  gnof,  that  gestes  heeld  to  bord, 
And  of  his  craft  he  was  a  Carpenter. 
With  him  ther  was  dwellinge  a  povre 
scoler,  3190 

Had  lemed  art,  but  al  his  fantai^ 
Was  tamed  for  to  leme  astrologye, 
And  conde  a  certeyn  of  conclosionns 
To  demen  by  interrogaciouns, 
If  that  men  axed  him  in  certein  honres,  3 1 95 
Whan  that  men  sholde  h&ve  droghte  or 
elles  shoores,  (10) 

Or  if  men  axed  him  what  sholde  bifalle 
Of  every  thing,  I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle. 

This  clerk  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas ; 
Of  deme  love  he  conde  and  of  solas ;  3200 
And  ther-to  he  was  sleigh  and  ful  privee, 
And  lyk  a  mayden  meke  for  to  see. 
A  chambre  hadde  he  in  that  hoetelrye 
Allone,  with-outen  any  companye, 
Falfetislyy-dight  with  herbes  swote ;  3205 
And  he  him-self  as  swete  as  is  the  rote  (30) 
Of  lioorys,  or  any  cetewale. 
His  Almageste  and  bokes  grete  and  smale, 
His  astrelabie,  longinge  for  his  art, 
His  angrim-stones  layen  faire  a-part  3210 
On  shelves  conohed  at  his  beddes  heed  : 
His  presse  y-covered  with  a  folding  reed. 
And  al  above  ther  lay  a  gay  santrye, 
On  which  he  made  a  nightes  melodye 
So  swetely,  that  al  the  chambre  rong ;  3215 
And  Angelus  ad  virginem  he  song ;        (30) 
And  after  that  he  song  the  kinges  note ; 
Fal  often  blessed  was  his  mery  throte. 
And  thns  this  swete  clerk  his  tyme  spente 
After  his  freendes  finding  and  his  rente. 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  wyf 
Which  that  he  lovede  more  than  his  lyf ; 
Of  eightetene  yeer  she  was  of  age. 
JalooB  he  was,  and  heeld  hir  narwe  in  cage, 

Q 


For  she  was  wilde  and  yong,  and  he  was 

old,  (39)  3225 

And  demed  him-self  ben  lyk  a  ookewold. 
He  knew  nat  Catonn,  for  his  wit  was  rude, 
That  bad  man  sholde  weddehis  similitnde. 
Hen  sholde  wedden  after  hir  estaat, 
For  yonthe  andeldeisofbenatdebaat.  3330 
But  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare, 
He  moste  endnre^  as  other  folk«  his  care. 
Fair  was  this  y onge  wyf,  and  ther-with-al 
As  any  wesele  hir  body  gent  and  smal. 
A  ceynt  she  werede  barred  al  of  silk,  3235 
A  barmclooth  eek  as  whyt  as  mome  milk 
tJp-on  hir  lendes,  ful  of  many  a  gore.  (51) 
Whyt  was  hir  smok  andbrondedalbifore 
And  eek  bihinde,  on  hir  coler  aboute, 
Of  col-blak  silk,  with-inne  and  eek  with- 

oute.  3240 

The  tapes  of  hir  whyte  volaper 
Were  of  the  same  suyte  of  hir  coler ; 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk,  and  set  fill  hye : 
And  sikerly  she  hadde  a  likerous  yfi.  3244 
Ful  smale  y-puUed  were  hir  browes  two, 
And  tho  were  bent,  and  blake  as  any 

sloo.  (60) 

She  was  ftd  more  blisful  on  to  see 
Than  is  the  newe  pere-jonette  tree ;    3248 
And  softer  than  the  wolle  is  of  a  wether. 
And  by  hir  girdel  heeng  a  pnrs  of  lether 
Tasseld  with  silk,  and  perled  with  latoun. 
In  al  this  world,  to  seken  up  and  doun, 
There  nis  no  man  so  wys,  that  coude 

thenche 
So  gay  a  popelote,  or  swich  a  wenche.  3254 
Ful  brighter  was  the  shyning  of  hir  hewc 
Than  in  the  tour  the  noble  y-forged  newe. 
But  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  loude  and  yeme 
As  any  swalwe  sittinge  on  a  heme.  (72) 
Ther-to  she  coude  skippe  and  make  game. 
As  any  kide  or  calf  folwinge  his  dame.  3260 
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Hir  month  was  swete  as  bragot  or  the 

meeth, 
Or  hord  of  apples  leyd  in  hey  or  heeth. 
Winsinge  she  was,  as  is  a  joly  colt, 
Long  as  a  mast,  and  npright  as  a  bolt 
A  brooch  she  baarnp-on  hir  lowecoler,  3365 
As  brood  as  is  the  bos  of  a  bocler.         (80) 
Hir  shoes  were  laced  on  hir  legges  hye  ; 
She  was  a  pxymerole,  a  pigges-nye 
For  any  lord  to  leggen  in  his  bedde, 
Or  yet  for  any  good  yeman  to  wedde.  3270 

Now  sire,  and  eft  sire,  so  bifel  the  cas, 
That  on  a  day  this  hende  Nicholas 
Fil  with  this  yonge  wyf  to  rage  and  pleye, 
Whyl  that  hir  honsbond  was  at  Oseneye, 
As  clerkes  ben  ^il  subtile  and  ful  qneynte  ; 
Andprively  he  canghte  hir  by  the  queynte. 
And  seyde,  *y-wis,  but  if  ich  have  my 
wille,  (91)  3^77 

For  derne  love  of  thee,  lenunan,  I  spille.' 
And  heeld  hir  harde  by  the  haunche-bones. 
And  seyde,  *lemman,  love  me  al  at-ones, 
Or  I  wol  dyen,  also  god  me  save ! '  3281 
And  she  sprong  as  a  colt  doth  in  the  trave, 
And  with  hir  heed  she  wiyed  faste  awey, 
And  seyde, '  I  wol  nat  kisse  thee,  by  my  fey, 
Why,  lat  be,'  qnod  she,  '  lat  be,  Nicholas, 
Or  I  wol  crye  out  "harrow"  and  "alias." 
Do  wey  your  handes  for  your  curteisye  ! ' 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  crye, 

And  spak  so  fairs,  and  profred  hir  so  faste, 

That  she  hir   love  him   graunted   atte 

lasts,  (104)  3290 

And  swoor  hir  00th,  by  seint  Thomas  of 

Kent, 
That  she  wol  been  at  his  comondement, 
Whan  that  she  may  liir  leyser  wel  espye. 
*  Myu  housbond  is  so  ful  of  jalousye, 
That  butyewayte  wel  aiid  been  privee,  3295 
I  woot  right  wel  I  nam  but  deed,'  quod  she. 
*Te  moste  been  ful  derne,  as  in  this  cas.' 
*Nay  ther-of  care  thee  noght,'  quod 
Nicholas,  (112} 

'  A  clerk  had  litherly  biset  his  whyle, 
But-if  he  coude  a  carpenter  bigyle.'    3300 
And  thus  they  been  acorded  and  y-swom 
To  wayte  a  tyme,  as  I  have  told  bifom. 
Whan  Nicholas  had  doon  thus  everydeel, 
And  thakked  hir  aboute  the  lendes  weel, 
He  kist  hir  swete,  and  taketh  his  sautrye, 
And  pleyeth  faste,  and  maketh  melodye. 


Than  fil  it  thus,  that  to  the  parish- 
chirche,  (121) 

Cristes  owne  werkes  for  to  wirche, 
This  gode  W3rf  wente  on  an  haliday ; 
Hir  forheedshoon  as  bright  as  any  day,  3310 
So  was  it  wasshen  whan  she  leet  hir  werk. 
Now  was  ther  of  that  chirche  a  parish- 
clerk. 
The  which  that  was  y-cleped  Absolon. 
Crul  was  his  heer,  and  as  the  gold  it  shoon. 
And  strouted  as  a  fanne  large  and  brode ; 
Fnl  streight  and  even  lay  his  joly  shode. 
His  rode  was  reed,  his  eyengreye  as  goos ; 
With  Powles  window  corvee  on  his  shoos, 
In  hoses  rede  he  wente  fetisly.  (133) 

Y-clad  he  was  ful  smal  andproprely,  3320 
Al  in  a  kirtel  of  a  light  wachet ; 
Ful  faire  and  thikke  been  the  poyntes  set. 
And  ther-up-on  he  hadde  a  gay  surplys 
As  whyt  as  is  the  blosme  up-on  the  lys. 
A  mery  child  bo  "^as,  so  god  me  save,  3335 
Wel  coude  he  laten  blood  and  clippe  and 
shave,  (140) 

And  make  achartre  of  lend  oracquitaunce. 
In  twenty  manere  coude  he  trippe  and 

daunce 
After  the  soole  of  Oxenforde  tho. 
And  with  his  legges  casten  to  and  fro,  3330 
And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rubible ; 
Ther-to  he  song  som-tyme  a  loud  quinible ; 
And  as  wel  coude  he  pleye  on  his  giteme. 
In  al  the  toun  nas  brewhous  ne  taveme 
That  he  ne  visited  with  his  solas,        3335 
Ther  any  gaylard  tappestere  was.        (150) 
But  sooth  to  seyn,he  was  somdel  squaymous 
Of  farting,  and  of  speohe  daungerous. 

This  Absolon,  that  jolif  was  and  gay, 
Gooth  with  a  sencer  on  tho  haliday,  3340 
Sensinge  the  wyvcs  of  the  parish  faste ; 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  hem  he  caste, 
And  namely  on  this  carpenteres  wyf. 
To  loke  on  hir  him  thoughte  a  mery  lyf. 
She  was  so  propre  and  swete  and  likerous. 
I  dar  wel  seyn,  if  she  had  been  a  mous,  (160) 
And  he  a  cat,  he  wolde  hir  hente  anon. 
This  parish-clerk,  this  joly  Absolon, 
Hath  in  his  herte  swich  a  love-longinge, 
That  of  no  W3rf  ne  took  he  noon  offringe^ 
For  curteisye,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  noon. 
The  mone,  whan  it  was  night,  ful  brighte 
shoon,  3352 
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And  Abaolon  his  giteme  hath  y-take, 
For  paramours,  he  thog^hte  for  to  wake. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  jolif  andamorons,  3355 
Til  he  cam  to  the  carpenteres  hons    (170) 
A  litel  afler  cokkes  hadde  y-crowe ; 
And  dressed  him  up  by  a  shot-windowe 
That  was  np-on  the  carpenteres  waL 
He  singeth  in  his  vois  gentil  and  smal, 

•  Now,  dere  lady,  if  thy  wille  be,  3361 
I  preye  yow  that  ye  wol  rewe  on  me,' 
Fnl  wel  acordannt  to  his  giterninge. 
This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  him 

singe, 
And    spak    nn-to    his    wyf,  and    seyde 

anon,  33^5 

'  What !  Alison !  herestow  nat  Absolon 
That  chaunteth  thus  nnder  onr  bonres 

wal?'  (181) 

And  she  answerde  hir  honsbond  ther- 

with-al, 

*  Yis,  god  wot,  John,  I  here  it  every-del.* 

This  x^asseth  forth  ;    what  wol  ye  bot 

than  wel  ?  3370 

Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  Absolon 
So  woweth  hir,  that  him  is  wo  bigon. 
He  waketh  al  the  night  and  al  the  day ; 
He  kempte  hise  lokkes  brode,  and  made 

him  gay ;  3374 

He  woweth  hir  by  menes  and  brocage, 
And    Bwoor   he   wolde   been    hir   owne 

page;  (190) 

He  singeth,  brokkinge  as  a  nightingale  ; 
He  sente  hir  piment,  meeth,  and  spyced 

ale. 
And  wafres,  pyping  hote  oat  of  the  glede ; 
And  for  she  was  of  tonne,  he  profred 

mede.  3380 

For  som  folk  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richesse. 
And  som  for  strokes,  and  som  for  gentil- 

lesse. 
Somtyme,  to  shewe  his  lightnesse  and 

maistrye, 
He  pleyeth  Herodes  on  a  scaffold  hye. 
But  what  availleth  him  as  in  this  cas?  3385 
She  loveth  so  this  hendo  Nicholas,      (aoa) 
That  Absolon  may  blowo  the  bnkkes  horn ; 
He  ne  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn  : 
And  thus  she  maketh  Absolon  hir  ape, 
And  al  his  emest  tumeth  til  a  jape.    3390 
Ful  sooth  is  this  proverbe,  it  is  no  lye. 
Hen  seyn  right  thus,  *  alwey  the  nye  slye 


Maketh  the  ferre  leve  to  be  looth.' 
For  though  that    Absolon  be  wood    or 
wrooth,  3394 

By-cause  that  he  fer  was  from  hir  sighte. 
This  nye  Nicholas  stood  in  his  lighte.  (a  10) 
Now  here  thee  wel,  thou  hende  Nicho- 
las! 
For  Absolon  may  waiUe  and  singe  '  alias.' 
And  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
This  carpenter  was  goon  til  Osenay ;  3400 
And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 
Acorded  been  to  this  oondusioun, 
That  Nicholas  shal  shapen  him  a  wyle 
This  sely  jalous  housbond  to  bigyle ; 
And  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright,  3405 
She  sholde  slepen  in  his  arm  al  night, 
For  this  was  his  desyr  and  hir  also.    (231) 
And  right  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo. 
This  Nicholas  no  longer  wolde  tarie. 
But  doth  ful  sofle  un-to  his  chambre 

carie  3410 

Bathe  mete  and  drinke    for    a  day  or 

tweye, 
And  to  hir  honsbonde  bad  hir  for  to  seye. 
If  that  he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
She  sholde  seye  she  niste  where  he  was, 
Of  al  that  day  she  saugh  him  nat  with  ye ; 
She  trowed  that  he  was  in  maladye,  (aju) 
For,  for  no  cry,  hir  mayde   coude  him 

calle;  3417 

He    nolde    answere,    for  no-thing    that 

mighte  falle. 
This  passeth  forth  al  thilke  Saterday, 
That  Nicholas  stille  in  his  chambre  lay, 
And  eet  and  sleep,  or  dide  what  him 

lesto,  34  J I 

Til  Sonday,  that  the  sonno  gooth  to  reste. 

This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  merveylo 

Of  Nicholas,  or  what  thing  mighte  him 

oyle,  .  34^4 

And  seyde,  *  I  am  adrad,  by  seint  Thomas, 
It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas.  (340) 
God  shildo  that  ho  deyde  sodeynly ! 
This  world  is  now  ful  tikol,  sikerly ; 
I  saugh  to-day  a  cors  y-bom  to  chircho 
That  now,  on  Monday  last,  I  saugh  him 
wirche.  3430 

Go  up,'  quod  he  un-to  his  knave  anoon, 
*  Clepo  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon, 
Loke  how  it  is,  and  tol  me  boldely.' 

This  knave  gooth  him  up  ful  sturdily, 
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And  at  the  ohambre-dore,  whyl  that  he 

stood,  3435 

He  oryde  and  knokked  as  that  he  were 

wood : —  (a5o) 

'What!     howl     what    do   ye,   maister 

Kicholay? 
How  may  ye  slepen  al  the  longe  day  ? ' 

Bnt  al  for  nc^ht,  he  herde  nat  a  word ; 
An  hole  he  fond,  fnl  lowe  ni>-on  a  bord, 
Ther  as   the   cat  was  wont   in  for  to 

crepe;  344 « 

And  at  that  hole  he  looked  in  fnl  depe, 
And  at  the  laste  he  hadde  of  him  a  sighte. 
This  Nicholas  sat  gaping  ever  np-righte, 
As  he  had  kyked  on  the  newe  mone.  3445 
Adoun  he  gooth,  and  tolde  his  maister 

sone  (360) 

In  what  array  he  saugh  this  ilke  man. 
This  carpenter  to  blessen  him  bigan, 
And  seyde,  *  help  ns,  seinte  Frideswyde  I 
A  man  woot  litel  what  him  shal  bityde. 
This  man  is  falle,  with  his  astromye,  3451 
In  som  woodnesse  or  in  som  agonye ; 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholde  be ! 
Men  sholde  nat  knowe  of  goddes  privetee. 
Ye,  blessed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man,      3455 
That  noght  bnt  only  his  bileve  can  I   (ayp) 
So  ferde  another  clerk  with  astromye ; 
He  walked  in  the  feeldes  for  to  prye 
Up-on  the  sterres,  what  ther  sholde  bifalle, 
Til  he  was  in  a  marle-pit  y-£EJle ;        3460 
He  sangh  nat  that.     Bat  yet,  by  aeint 

Thomas, 
He  reweth  sore  of  hende  Nicholas. 
He  shal  be  rated  of  his  studying, 
If  that  I  may,  by  Jesos,  hevene  king ! 

Get  me  a  staf,  that  I  may  nnderspore, 
Whyl  that  thoo,  Bobin,  hevest  np  the 

dore.  (280)  3466 

He  shal  ont  of  his  studying,  as  I  gesse ' — 
And  to  the  chambre-dore  he  gan  him 

dresse. 
His  knave  was  a  strong  carl  for  the  nones. 
And  by  the  haspe  he  haf  it  np  atones ; 
la-to  the  floor  the  dore  fil  fmon.  3471 

This  Nicholas  sat  ay  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  ever  gaped  upward  in-to  the  eir. 
This  carpenter  wende  he  were  in  despeir, 
And  hente  him  by  the  sholdres  mightily. 
And  shook  him  harde,  and  cryde  spit- 

onsly,  (390)  3476 


'What!    Nicholay!    what,  how!   whatt 

loke  adoun ! 
Awake,  and  thenk  on  Cristes  passioun  ; 
I  crouche  thee  from  elves  and  fro  wightes !  * 
Ther-with  the  night-spel  seyde  he  anon- 

righted  3480 

On  foure  halves  of  the  hous  aboute. 
And  on  the  threshfold  of  the  dore  with- 

oute  : — 
'  Jesu  Crist,  and  s6ynt  Benedight, 
Blesse  this  hous  from  every  wikked 

wight. 
For  nightes  verye,   the  white  pater" 

notter  /—  34*5 

Where  wentestow,  seynt  Petres  soster?* 

And  atte  laste  this  hende  Nicholas    (301) 

Gan  for  to  ^yke  sore,  and  seyde,  *  alias ! 

Shal  al  the  world  be  lost  eftsones  now  ? ' 

This      carpenter      answerde,      'what 

seystow  ?  3490 

What  I  thenk  on  god,  as  we  don,  men 

that  swinke.' 
This   Nicholas  answerde,  'feoche  me 

drinke ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  in  privetee 
Of  certeyn  thing  that  toucheth  me  and 

thee ;  3494 

I  wol  telle  it  non  other  man,  certeyn.* 
This  carpenter  goth  doun,  and  comth 

ageyn,  (310) 

And  broghte  of  mighty  ale  a  large  quart ; 
And  whan  that  ech  of  hem  had  dronke 

his  part, 
This  Nicholas  his  dore  faste  shette,     3499 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  him  he  sette. 
He  seyde,  'John,  myn  hoete  lief  and 

dere. 
Thou  shalt  up-on  thy  trouthe  swere  me 

here. 
That  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  conseil 

wreye  ; 
For  it  is  Cristes  conseil  that  I  seye,    3504 
And  if  thou  telle  it  man,  thou  areforlore ; 
For  this  vengaunce  thou  shalt  han  ther- 

fore,  (330) 

That  if  thou  wreye  me,  thou  shiUt  be 

wood!* 
'  Nay,  Crist  forbede  it,  for  his  holy  blood  !* 
Quod  tho  this  sely  man,  'I  nam  no  labbe, 
Ne,  though  I  seye,  I  nam  nat  lief  to 

gabbe.  3510 
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Sey  what  thou  wolt,  I  shal  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wyf,  by  him  that  harwed 
heUe!' 

*  Now  John/  quod  Nicholas,  ^  I  wol  nat 

lye; 
I  have  y-foonde  in  myn  astrologye, 
As  I  have  loked  in  the  mone  bright,    3515 
That  now,  a  Monday  next,  at  qnarter- 

night,  (330) 

Shal  faUe  a  reyn  and  that  so  wilde  and 

wood, 
That  half  so  greet  was  never  Nods  flood. 
This  world,'  he  seyde,  *in  lasse  than  in 

an  hour 
Shal  al  be  dreynt,  so  hidons  is  the  shoor ; 
Thus  shal  xnank3mde  drenche  and  lese 

hir  lyf.'  3521 

This  carpenter  answerde,  *  alias,  my  wyf ! 

And  shal  she  drenche?  alias!  myn  All- 

soun!' 
For  sorwe  of  this  he  fil  almost  adoun. 
And  seyde,  *is  ther  no  remedie  in  this 

oas?'  3525 

*Why,    yis,    for    gode,'    quod    hende 

Nicholas,  (340) 

*  If  thou  wolt  werken  after  lore  and  reed ; 
Thou  mi^st  nat  werken  after  thyn  owene 

heed. 
Por  thus  seith  Salomon,  that  was  fnl 

trewe, 
"  Werk  al  by  oonseil,  and  thou  shalt  nat 

rewe."  3530 

And  if  thou  werken  wolt  by  good  oonseil, 
I  undertake,  with-outen  mast  and  seyl. 
Yet  shal  I  saven  hir  and  thee  and  me. 
Hastow  nat  herd  how  saved  was  Nod, 
Whan  that  our  lord  had  warned  him 

bifom  3535 

That  al  the  world  with  water  sholde  be 

lorn?'  (350) 

*Yis,'  quod  this  carpenter,  *ful  yore 

ago.' 

*  Hastow  nat  herd,'  quod  Nicholas,  ^also 
The  sorwe  of  No§  with  his  felawshipe,  3539 
Er  that  he  mighte  gete  his  wyf  to  shipe? 
Him  had  be  lever,  I  dar  wel  undertake, 
At  thilke  tyme,  than  alle  hise  wetheres 

blake. 
That  she  hadde  had  a  ship  hirwMlf  allone. 
And  ther-fore.  wostou  what  is  best  to 

done  ?  3544 


This  asketh  haste,  and  of  an  hastif  thing 
Men  may  nat  preche  or  maken  tarying. 

Anon  go  gete  us  faste  in«to  this  in  (361) 
A  kneding-trogh,  or  elles  a  kimelin, 
For  ech   of  us,  but  loke  that  they  be 

large. 
In  whiche  we  mowe  swimme  as  in  a  barge, 
And  han  ther-inne  vitaille  suffisant    3551 
But  for  a  day ;  fy  on  the  remenant ! 
The  water  shal  aslake  and  goon  away 
Aboute  piyme  up-on  the  nexte  day. 
But  Bobin  may  nat  wite  of  this,  thy 

knave,  (369)  3555 

Ne  eek  thy  mayde  Gille  I  may  nat  save ; 
Axe  nat  why,  for  though  thou  aske  me, 
I  wol  nat  tellen  goddes  privetee. 
Suffiseth  thee,  but  if  thy  wittes  madde. 
To  han  as  greet  a  grace  as  Noe  hadde.  3560 
Thy  wyf  shal  I  wel  saven,  out  of  doute, 
Go  now  thy  wey,  and  speed  thee  lieer- 

aboute. 
But  whan  thou  hast,  for  hir  and  thee 

and  me, 
Y-geten  us  thise  kneding-tubbes  three, 
Than  shaltow  hange  hem  in  the  roof  Ail 

i»yo,  3565 

That  no  man  of  our  purvesraunce  spye. 
And  whan  thou  thxis  hast  doon  as  I  have 
seyd,  (381) 

And  hast  our  vitaille  fkire  in  hem  y-leyd. 
And  eek  an  ax,  to  smyte  the  corde  atwo 
When  that  the  water  comth,  that  we 

aaay  go,  357° 

And  broke  an  hole  an  heigh,  up-on  the 

gable, 
Unto  the  gardin-ward,  over  the  stable. 
That  we  may  f^ly  passen  forth  our  way 
Whan  that  the  grete  shour  is  goon  away — 
Than  shaltow  swimme  as  myrie,  I  under- 
take, 3575 
As  doth  the  whyte  doke  after  hir  drake. 
Than  wol  I  clepe,  "  how !  Alison  I  how ! 
John !                                              (391) 
Be  myrie,  for  the  flood  wol  passe  anon." 
And   thou    wolt    seyn,   "hayl,    maister 

Nicholay ! 
Good  morwe,  I  se  thee  wel,  for  it  is  day." 
And  than  shul  we  be  lordes  al  our  lyf  3581 
Of  al  the  world,  as  NoS  and  his  wyf. 

But  of  o  thyng  I  wame  thee  fal  right, 
Be  wel  avysed,  on  that  ilke  night       3584 
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That  wo  ben  entred  in-to  shippes  bord^ 
That  noon  of  ns  ne  speke  nat  a  word,  (400) 
Ne  clepe,  ne  cxye,  bnt  been  in  hispreyere ; 
For  it  is  goddes  owne  heste  dere. 
Thy  wyf  and  thon   mote   hange    fer 

o-twinne, 
For  that  bitwise  yow  shal  be  no  sinne 
No  more  in  looking  than  ther  shal  in 

dede ;  3591 

This  ordinance  is  seyd,  go,  god  thee  epede! 
Tomorwe  at  night,  whan  men  bon  alle 

nslepe, 
In-to  onr  kneding-tnbbes  wol  we  crepe, 
And  sitten  ther,  abyding  goddes  grace. 
Go  now  thy  wey,  I  have  no  lenger  space 
To  make  of  this  no  lenger  sermoning.  (411) 
Men  seyn  thns,  *'  send  the  wyse,  and  sey 

no-thing;"  '  3598 

Thon  art  so  wys,  it  nedeth  thee  nat  teohe ; 
Go,  save  our  lyf,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.' 
This  sely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  wey. 
Fnl  ofte  he  seith  *  alias '  and  ^  weylawey,' 
And  to  his  wyf  he  tolde  his  pHvetee ; 
And  she  was  war,  and  knew  it  bet  than 

he,  (418)  3604 

What  al  this  queynte  cast  was  for  to  seye. 
Bat  nathelees  she  ferde  as  she  wolde  deye, 
And  seyde, '  alias !  go  forth  thy  wey  anon, 
Help  us  to  scape,  or  we  ben  lost  echcm ; 
I  am  thy  trewe  verray  wedded  wyf; 
Gk>,  dere  spouse,  and  help  to  save  our 

lyf.'  3610 

Lo !  which  a  greet  thyng  is  afifeccioun ! 
Hen  may  dye  of  imaginacionn. 
So  depo  may  impressioun  be  take. 
This  sely  carpenter  biginneth quake;  3614 
Him  thinketh  verraily  that  he  may  see 
Note  flood  come  walwing  as  the  see  (430) 
To  drenchen  Alisoun,  his  hony  dere. 
He  wepeth,  weyleth,  maketh  sory  chore. 
He  syketh  with  ful  many  a  sory  swogh. 
He  gooth  and  geteth  him  a  knoding-trogh, 
And  after  that  a  tubbe  and  a  kimelin,  3621 
And  prively  he  sente  hem  to  his  in, 
And  heng  hem  in  the  roof  in  privetee. 
His  owne  hand  he  made  laddres  three, 
To  climben  by  the  ronges  and  the  stalkes 
Un-to  the  tubbes  hanginge  in  the  balkes. 
And  hem  vitailled,  bothe  trogh  and  tubbe. 
With  breed  and  chose,  and  good  ale  in 
ajubbe,  (442)3628 


SufTysinge  riglit  y-nogh  as  for  a  day. 
But  or  that  he  had  maad  al  this  array, 
He  sente  his  knave,  and  eek  his  wenohe 

also,  3631 

Up-on  his  node  to  London  for  to  go. 
And  on  the  Monday,  whan  it  drow  to 

night, 
He  shette  his  dore  with-oute  condel-light. 
And  dressed  al  thing  as  it  sholde  be.  3635 
And  shortly,  up  tkey  clomben  alio  three ; 
They  sitten  stiUe  wol  a  furlong>way.  (451) 
'  Now,  Patef'noater^  olom  !  *  seyde  Nicho- 

And  '  olom,'  quod  John,  and  '  olom,*  seyde 

Alisoun. 
This  carpenter  seyde  his  devocioun,    3640 
And  stille  ho  sit,  and  biddet^  his  preyere, 
Awaytinge  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  here. 
The  dede  sleep,  for  wery  bisinesse, 
Fil  on  this  carpenter  right,  as  I  gesso, 
Aboute  oorfew-tyme,  or  litol  more ;     3645 
For  travail   of    his    goost    ho    groneth 

sore,  (46b) 

And  oft  he  routeth,  for  his  heed  mislay. 
Doun  of  the  laddre  stalketh  Nicholay. 
And  Alisoun,  fbl  sofbe  adoun  she  spedde ; 
With-outen   wordes    mo,  they  goon    to 

bedde  3650 

Thor-as  the  carpenter  is  wont  to  lye. 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  melodye  ; 
And  thus  lyth  Alison  and  Nicholas, 
In  bisinesse  of  mirthe  and  of  solas,     3654 
Til  that  the  belle  of  laudes  gan  to  ringo, 
And  freres  in  the  chauncel  gonne  singe. 
This  parish-clerk,    this    amorous  Ab- 

solon,  (471) 

That  is  for  love  olwey  so  wo  bigon, 
Ui>-on  the  Monday  was  at  Osenoye 
With  companye,   him  to    disporto  and 

ploye,  3660 

And  axed  up-on  cas  a  cloisterer 
Ful  prively  after  John  tho  carpenter ; 
And  he  drough  hini  a^part  out  of  the 

chirche. 
And  seyde,  '  I  noot,  I  saugh  him  here  nat 

wirche 
Sin  Saterday ;  I  trow  that  he  be  wont  3665 
For  timber,   ther  our  abbot  hath  him 

sent ;  (480) 

For  he  is  wont  for  timber  for  to  go, 
And  dwollen  at  the  grange  a  day  or  two ; 
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Or  elles  he  is  at  his  hons,  certe^n  ;     3669 
Wher  that  he  be,  I  can  nat  sothly  seyn.' 

This  Abflolon  fnl  joly  was  and  light, 
And  thoghte,  *  now  is  tyme  wake  al  night ; 
For  sikirly  I  sai3gh  him  nat  stiringe  3673 
Abonte  his  dore  sin  day  bigan  to  springe. 
So  moot  I  thryve,  I  shal,  at  cokkes  crowe, 
Ful  prively  knokken  at  his  windowe  (490) 
That  stant  fnl  lowe  np-on  his  bonres  wal. 
To  Alison  now  wol  I  tellen  al 
My   love-longing,  for    yet    I    shal    nat 

misse 
That  at  the  leste  wey  I  shal  hir  kisse.  3680 
Som  maner  confort  shal  I  have,  parfayi 
My  month  hath  icohed    al    this  longe 

day; 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissing  atte  leste. 
Al  night  me  mette  eek,  I  was  at  a  feste. 
Therfor  I  wol  gon  slope  an   hoore  pr 

tweye,  3685 

And  al  the  night  than  wol  I  wake  and 

pleye.'  (500) 

'Whan  that  the  flrste  cok  hath  orowe, 

anon 
Up  rist  this  joly  lover  Absolon, 
n  And  him  arrayeth  gay,  at  point-devys. 
Bat  first  he  cheweth  greyn  and  lycorjrs. 
To  smellen  swete,  er  he  had  kembd  his 

heer.  3691 

Under  his  tonge  a  trewe  love  he  beer, 
For  ther-by  wende  he  to  ben  gracioos. 
He  rometh  to  the  carpenteres  hons, 
And    stille    he    stant   tmder    the    shot- 

windowe ;  (509)  3695 

Un>to  his  brost  it  ranghte,  it  was  so  lowe  ; 
And  softe  he  cogheth  with  a  semi-sonn — 
*  What  do  ye,  hony-comb,  swete  Alisonn  ? 
My  faire  brid,  my  swete  cinamome, 
Awaketh,  lemman  myn,  and  speketh  to 

me !  3700 

Wei  litel  thenken  ye  np-on  my  wo. 
That  for  yonr  love  I  swete  ther  I  go. 
No  wonder  is  thogh  that  I  swelte  and 

swete  ; 
I  moome  as  doth  a  lamb  after  the  tete. 
Y-wis,  lemman,  I  have  swich  love-long- 

in««,  3705 

That  lyk  a  tnrtel  trewe  is  my  moominge ; 

I  may  nat  ete  na  more  than  a  mayde.'  (521) 

'Go  fro  the  window,  Jakke  fool,'  she 

sayde. 


'  As  help  me  god,  it  wol  nat  be  "  com  ba 

me,"  3709 

I  love  another,  and  clles  I  were  to  blame, 
Wei  bet  than  thee,  by  Jesn,  Abeolon ! 
Oo  forth  thy  wey,  or  I  wol  caste  a  ston, 
And  lat  me  slepe,  a  twenty  devel  wey  ! ' 

^  Alias,'  qnod  Absolon,  '  and  weylawey ! 
That  trewe  love  was  ever  so  3rvel  biset ! 
Than  kisse  me,  sin  it  may  be  no  bet,  (530) 
For  Jesos  love  and  for  the  love  of  me.' 
*Wiltow  than  go  thy  wey  ther-with  ? ' 

qnod  she. 
*Ye,  certee,  lemman,*  qnod  this   Ab- 
solon. 
*Thanne  make  thee  redy,'  qnod  she, 

'  I  come  anon  ; '  3720 

f  And  nn-to  Nicholas  she  aeyde  stille, 
f  Now  hnst,  and  thon  sholt  laaghen  al 

thy  fiUe.' 
This  Absolon  donn  sette  him  on  his 

knees, 
And  seyde,  *  I  am  a  lord  at  alle  degrees ; 
For  after  this  I  hoi>e  ther  cometh  more ! 
Lemman,  thy  grace,  and  swete  brid,  thyn 

ore!'  (540)3726 

The  window  she  nndoth,  and  that  in 

haste, 
*  Have  do,'  qnod  she,  '  com  of,  and  speed 

thee  faste, 
Lest  that  onr  neighebores  thee  espye.' 
This  Absolon  gan  wype  his  month  fnl 

drye ;  3730 

Derk  was  the  night  as  pich,  or  as  the  cole, 
And  at  the  window  ont  she  pntte  hir  hole, 
And  Abeolon,  him  fil  no  bet  ne  wers, 
Bnt  with  his  month  he  kiste  hir  naked 

ers 
Fnl  savonrly,  er  he  was  war  of  this.    3735 
Abak  he  sterte,  and  thc^hto  it  was 

amis,  (550) 

For  wel  he  wisto  a  womman  hath  no 

herd; 
He  felte  a  thing  al  rongh  and  long  y-henl. 
And  seyde,  ' fy  !  alias  !  what  have  I  do?' 

*  Tehee !  *    qnod    she,   and    clapte    tho 

window  to ;  3740 

And  Abeolon  goth  forth  a  sory  pas. 

*  A  herd,  a  herd  ! '  qnod  hende  Nicholas, 
'  By  goddes  corpus,  this  goth  fairo  and 

weel !  * 
This  sely  Absolon  hexde  every  deel,  3744 
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And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  byte ; 
And  to  him-self  he  seyde,  'I  shal  thee 

quyte!'  (560) 

Who  mbbeth  now,  who  froieth  now  his 

lippes 
With  dnst,  with  send,  with  straw,  with 

dooth,  with  chippes, 
Bnt  Absolon,  that  seith  fal  ofte,  ^  alias ! 
My  soule  bitake  I  un-to  Sathanas,       3750 
But  me  wer  lever  than  aX  this  tonn,' 

quod  he, 
*  Of  this  despyt  awroken  for  to  be ! 
Alias!'  quod  he,  *  alias!  I  ne  hadde  y- 

bleynt!' 
His  hote  love  was  cold  and  al  y-queynt ; 
For  fro  that  tyme  that  he  had  kiste  hir 


ers. 


3755 


Of  paramours  he  sette  nat  a  kers,       (570) 
For  he  was  holed  of  his  maladye  ; 
Fnl  ofte  paramours  he  gan  define. 
And  weep  as  dooth  a  child  that  is  y-bete. 
A  softe  i>aas  he  wente  over  the  strete  3760 
Un-til  a  smith  men  cleped  daun  Gerveys, 
That  in  his  forge  smithed  plough-hameys ; 
He  sharpoth  shaar  and  culter  bisily. 
This  Absolon  knokketh  al  esily, 
And  seyde,   'undo,    Cterveys,  and   that 
anon.'  3765 

•What,  who  artow?'  'It  am  I,  Ab- 
solon.' (580) 
'  What,  Absolon  I  for  Cristes  swete  tree, 
Why  ryse  ye  so  rathe,  ey,  hen^ciU  ! 
What  eyleth  yow  ?  som  gay  gerL,  god  it 
woot,  3669 
Hath  broght  yow  thus  up-on  the  viritoot; 
By  seynt  Note,  ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene.' 

This  Absolon  ne  roghte  nat  a  bene 
Of  al  his  pley,  no  word  agayn  he  yaf ; 
He  hadde  more  tow  on  his  distaf 
Than  Gerveys  knew,  and  seyde,  'freend 
so  dere,  (589)  3775 

That  hote  culter  in  the  chimenee  here,' 
As  lene  it  me,  I  have  ther-with  to  done. 
And  I  wol  bringe  it  thee  agayn  ful  sone.' 

Gerveys  answerde,  *  certes,  were  it  gold, 
Or  in  a  poke  nobles  alle  untold,  3780 

Thou  sholdest  have,  as  I  am  trewe  smith ; 
£y,  Cristes  foo!   what  wol  ye  do  ther- 
with?' 

'  Ther-of,'  quod  Absolon,  '  be  as  be  may ; 
I  shal  wel  telle  it  thee  to-morwe  day ' — 


And  caughte  the    cult«r  by  the    coldo 
stele.  3785 

Ful  softe  out  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  stele. 
And  wente  nn-to  the  carpenteres  waL  (601) 
He  cogheth  first,  and  knokketh    ther- 

with-al 
Upon  the  windowe,  right  as  he  dide  er. 

This  Alison  answerde, '  Who  is  ther  3790 
That  knokketh  so?  I  warante  it  a  theef.' 
*Why,  nay,'  quod  he,  'god  woot,  my 
swete  leef, 
I  am  thyn  Absolon,  my  dereling ! 
Of  gold,'  quod  he,  '  I  have  thee  broght 

aring; 
My  moder  yaf  it  me,  so  god  me  save,  3795 
Ful  fyn  it  is,  and  ther-to  wel  y-grave ;  (610) 
This  wol  I  yeve  thee,  if  thou  me  kisse  I' 

This  Nicholas  was  risen  for  to  pisse. 
And  thoghte  he  wolde  amenden  al  the 

jape,        '  3799 

He  sholde  kisse  his  ers  er  that  he  scape. 
And  up  the  windowe  dide  he  hastily, 
And  out  his  ers  he  putteth  prively 
Over  the  buttok,  to  the  haunche-bon ; 
And    ther-with    spak    this    olerk,    this 

Absolon, 
'  Spek,  swete  brid,  I  noot  nat  wher  thou 

art.'  3805 

This  Nicholas  anon  leet  flee  a  fkrt,  (620) 
As  greet  as  it  had  been  a  thonder-dent. 
That  with    the    strook    he  was  almost 

y-blent ; 
And  he  was  redy  with  his  iren  hoot, 
And  Nicholas  amidde  the  ers  he  smoot. 
Of  gooth    the    skin    an    hande-brede 

aboute,  381 1 

The  hote  culter  brende  so  his  toute, 
And  for  the  smert  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
As  he  were  wood,  for  wo  he  gan  to  orye — 
'  Help  !  water !  water !  help,  for  goddes 

herte !'  3815 

This  carpenter  out  of  his  slomber  sterte. 

And  herde  oon  ciyen  '  water '  as  he  were 

wood,  (631) 

And  thoghte,  '  Alias !  now  comth  Now41is 

flood!' 
He  sit  him  up  with-outen  wordes  mo,  3819 
And  with  his  ax  he  smoot  the  corde  a-two, 
And  doun  goth  al;  he  fond  neither  to 

selle, 
Ne  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  selle 
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Up-on  the  floor ;  and  ther  aswowne  he  lay. 

Up  sterte  hir  Alison,  and  Nicholay, 
And  oryden  ^oat'  and  ^harrow*  in  the 

strete.  (639)  3825 

The  neighehores,  hothe  smale  and  grete, 
In  ronnen,  for  to  ganren  on  this  man, 
That  yet  aswowne  he  lay,  bothe  pale  and 

vran ; 
For  with  the  fal  he  brosten  hadde  his 

arm; 
But  stonde   he    moste   nn-to   his 

harm. 
For  whan  he  spak,  he  was  anon 

doun 
With  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoon. 
They  tolden    every  man   that   he 

wood. 
He  was  agast  so  of  *  Now^lis  flood  * 
Thorgh  fantaaye,  that  of  his  vanitee  3835 
He  hadde  y*boght  him  kneding^tubbes 

three.  (650) 


owne 

3830 
bore 


was 


And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  the  roof  above ; 
And  that  he  preyed  hem,  for  goddeslove, 
To  sitten  in  the  roof,  par  companye,    3839 

The  folk  gan  langhen  at  his  fantasye ; 
In-to  the  roof  they  kyken  and  they  gape, 
And  tnmed  al  his  harm  nn-to  a  jape. 
For  what  so  that  this  carpenter  answerde. 
It  was  for  noght,  no  man  his  reson  herde ; 
With  othes  grete  he  was  so  sworn  adoun, 
That  he  was  holden  wood  in  al  the  tonn  ; 
For  every  clerk  anon-right  heeld  with 
other.  (661)3847 

They  seyde,  *the  man  is  wood,  my  leve 

brother ;  * 
And  every  wight  gan  langhen  of  this  stxyf. 

Thns  swyved  was  the  carpenteres  wyf, 
For  al  his  keping  and  his  jiUousye ;    3851 
And  Absolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  yfi ; 
And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  the  tonte. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  god  save  al  the 
route !  (668)  3854 


Here  endeth  the  lUllere  bis  tale 
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The  prologe  of  the  Revea  tale. 


Whah  folk  had  langhen  at  this  nyce  cas 
Of  Absolon  and  hende  Nicholas,  3856 

Diverse  folk  diversely  they  seyde ; 
But,  for  the  more  part,  they  longhe  and 

pleyde, 
Ne  at  this  tale  I  sangh  no  man  him  greve, 
Bat  it  were  only  Osewold  the  Beve,    3860 
By-canse  he  was  of  carpenteres  craft. 
A  litel  ire  is  in  his  herte  y-lafb, 
He  gan  to  gmcche  and  blamed  it  a  lyte. 
*So  thee'k,'  quod  he,  ^tal  wel  conde 

I  yow  qnyte  (10) 

With  blering  of  a  prond  milleres  ye,  3865 
If  that  me  liste  speke  of  ribandye. 
But  ik  am  old,  me  list  not  pley  for  age ; 
Oras-tyme  is  doon,  my  fodder  is  now 

forage, 


This  whyte  top  wiyteth  myne  olde  yerea, 
Myn  herte  is  al-so  mowled  as  myne  heres, 
Bnt-if  I  fare  as  dooth  an  open-ers ;  3871 
That  like  f^rnit  is  ever  leng  the  wers. 
Til  it  be  xoten  in  mnllok  or  in  stree. 
We  olde  men,  I  drede,  so  fare  we ;  (20) 
Til  we  be  roten,  can  we  nat  be  rype ;  3875 
We  hoppen  my^  whyl  that  the  world  wol 

pype. 
For  in  onre  wil  ther  stiketh  ever  a  nayl, 
To  have  an  hoor  heed  and  a  grene  tayl, 
As  hath  a  leek ;  for  thogh  our  might  be 

goon. 
Our  wil  desireth  folic  ever  in  oon.      3880 
For  whan  we  may  nat  doon,  than  wol  we 

speke; 
Yet  in  our  asshen  olde  is  fyr  y-reke. 
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Fonxe  gledes  han  we,  whiche  I  shal 

devyse, 
Avauntixig,  lying,  anger,  coveityse ;     (30) 
Thise  fonre  sparkles  longen  nn-to  elde. 
Our  olde  lemes  mowe  wel  been  nnwelde, 
But  yr'd  ne  shal  nat  faillen,  that  is  sooth. 
And  yet  ik  have  alwey  a  coltes  tooth,  3888 
As  many  a  yeer  as  it  is  passed  henne 
Sin  that  my  tappe  of  lyf  bigan  to  renne. 
For  sikerly,  whan  I  was  bore,  anon     3891 
Deeth  drogh  the  tappe  of  lyf  and  leet  it 

gon; 
And  ever  sith  hath  so  the  tappe  y-ronne. 
Til  that  almost  al  empty  is  the  tonne.  (40} 
The  streem  of  lyf  now  droppeth  on  the 

chimbe ;  3895 

The  sely  tonge  may  wel  ringe  and  chimbe 

Of  wrecchednesse  that  passed  is  ful  yore ; 

With  olde  folk,  save  dotage,  is  namore.* 

Whan  that  our  host  hadde  herd  this 

sermoning, 
He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  king ;  3900 


He  seide,  *  what  amounteth  al  this  wit  ? 
What  ahul  we  speke  alday  of  holy  writ  ? 
The  devel  made  a  reve  for  to  preche, 
And  of  a  souter  a  shipman  or  a  leche.  (50) 
Sey  forth  thy  tale,  and  tarie  nat  the  tyme, 
Lo,  Depeford !  and  it  is  half-way  •pryra.e. 
Lo,  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe  is 
inne ;  3907 

It  were  al  tyme  thy  tale  to  biginne.' 

'  Now,  sires,'  quod  this  Osowold  the  Beve, 
'  I  pray  yow  alle  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 
Thogh  I  answere  and  somdel  sette  his 
howve ;  391 1 

For  levoful  is  with  force  force  of-showve. 

This  dronke  millere  hath  y-told  us  heer, 
How  that  bigyled  was  a  carpenteer,  (60) 
Peraventure  in  scorn,  for  I  am  oon.  3915 
And,  by  your  leve,  I  shal  him  quyte  anoon ; 
Right  in  his  cherles  termes  wol  I  speke. 
I  pray  to  god  his  nekke  mote  breke ; 
He  can  wel  in  myn  ye  seen  a  stalke,  3919 
But  in  his  owne  he  can  nat  seen  a  balke. 


THE   REVES  TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Reves  tale. 


At  Trumpington,  nat  fer  fro  Cantebrigge, 
Ther  goth  a  brook  and  over  that  a  brigge, 
Up-on  the  whiche  brook  thorstant  a  melle ; 
And  tliis  is  verray  soth  that  I  yow  telle. 
A  Miller  was  ther  dwelling  many  a  day ; 
As  eny  pecok  he  was  proud  and  gay.  3936 
Pypen  he  coude  and  fisshe,  and  nettes 

bete, 
And  turne  ooppes,  and  wel  wrastle  and 

shete ; 
And  by  his  belt  he  baar  a  long  panade. 
And  of  a  swerd  fal  trenchant  was  the 

blade.  3930 

A  joly  i)opper  baar  he  in  his  pouche ;  (i i) 
Ther  was  no  man  for  peril  dorste  him 

tonche. 


A  Shcffeld  thwitel  baar  he  in  his  hose ; 
Round  was  his  face,  and  camuse  was  his 

nose. 
As  piled  as  an  &j^  was  his  skulle.        3935 
He  was  a  market-beter  atte  fulle. 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  hand  uiM>n  him 

logg^i 
That  he  ne  swoor  he  sholde  anon  abegge. 

A  theef  he  was  for  sothe  of  com  and  mele, 

And  that  a  sly,  and  usaunt  for  to  stele. 

His  name  was  hoten  dSynous  Simkin.  (31) 

A  wyf  he  hadde,  y-comen  of  noble  kin ; 

The  person  of  the  toun  hir  fader  was. 

With  hir  he  yaf  ful  many  a  panne  of  bras, 

For  that  Simkin  sholde  in  his  blood  allye. 

She  was  y-fostred  in  a  nonnerye ;       3946 
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For  Simkin  wolde  no  wyf,  as  he  sayde, 
But  she  were  wel  y-norissed  and  a  mayde, 
To  saven  his  estaat  of  yomanrye.         3949 
And  she  was  proud,  and  pert  as  is  a  pye. 
A  fill  fair  sighte  was  it  on  hem  two ;    (31) 
On  haly-dayes  bifom  hir  wolde  he  go 
With  his  tipet  bounden  about  his  heed, 
And  she  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of  reed ; 
And  Simkin  hadde  hosen  of  the  same. 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  clepen    hir  but 

'  dame.'  3956 

Was  noon  so  hardy  that  wente  by  the 

weyo 
That  with  hir  dorste  rage  or  ones  pleye, 
But-if  he  wolde  be  slayn  of  Simkin    3959 
With  pannde,  or  with  knyf,  or  boydekin. 
For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  evermo,    (41) 
Algate  they  wolde  hir  wyves  wenden  so. 
And  eek,  for  she  was  somdel  smot^rlich, 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich ; 
And  ful  of  hoker  and  of  bisemare.       3965 
Hir  thoughte   that   a    lady  sholde    hir 

spare, 
What  for  hir  kinrede  and  hir  nortelrye 
That  she  had  lemed  in  the  nonnerye. 

A  doghter  hadde  they  bitwixe  hem  two 
Of  twenty  yeer,  with-outen  any  mo,   3970 
Savinge  a  child  that  was  of  half-yeer  age ; 
In  cradel  it  lay  and  was  a  propre  page. 
This  wenche  thikke  and  wel  y-growen 

was,  (53) 

With  camuse  nose  and  y6n  greye  as  glas ; 
With  buttokes  brode  and  brestes  rounde 

and  hye,  3975 

But  right  fair  was  hir  heer,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
The  person  of  the  toun,  for  she  was  feir, 
In  purjios  was  to  maken  hir  his  heir 
Bothe  of  his  catel  and  his  messuage,  3979 
And  straunge  he  made  it  of  hir  mariago. 
His  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hir  hye  (61) 
In-to  som  worthy  blood  of  auncetrye ; 
For  holy  chirches  good  moot  been   de- 

spended 
On  holy  chirches  blood,  that  is  descended. 
Therfore  he  wolde  his  holy  blood  honoure, 
Though  that  ho  holy  chirche  sholde  de- 

voure.  3986 

Gret  soken  hath  this  miller,  out  of  doute, 

With  whete  and  malt  ofal  the  land  aboute ; 

And  nameliche  ther  was  a  greet  collegge, 

Men  clepen  the  Soler-halle  at  Cantebregge, 


Ther  was  hir  whete  and  eek  hir  malt 

y-grounde.  (71)  3991 

And  on  a  day  it  happed,  in  a  stonnde, 
Sik  lay  the  maunciple  on  a  maladye ; 
Men  wenden  wisly  that  he  sholde  dye. 
For  which  this  miller  stal  bothe  mele  and 

com  3995 

An  hundred  tyme  more  than  bifom  ; 
For  ther-bifom  he  stal  but  ourteisly. 
But  now  he  was  a  theef  outrageously. 
For  which  the  wardeyn  chidde  and  made 

fare.  .  (79) 

But  ther-of  sette  the  miUer  nat  a  tare ;  4000 
He  craketh  boost,  and  swoor  it  was  nat  so. 
Than  were  ther  yonge  povre  olerkes  two, 
That  dwelten  in  this  halle,  of  which  I  seye. 
Testif  they  were,  and  lusty  for  to  pleye, 
And,  only  for  hir  mirthe  and  revelrye, 
Up-on  the  wardeyn  bisily  they  crye,  4006 
To  yeve  hem  leve  but  a  litel  stounde 
To  goon  to  millo  and  seen  hir  com  y- 

grounde; 
And  hardily,  they  dorste  leye  hir  nekke. 
The  miller  shold  nat  stele  hem  half  a 

pekke  (90)  4010 

Of  com  by  sleighte,  ne  by  force  hem  reve ; 
And  at  the  laste  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  leve. 
John  hight  Uiat  oon,  and  Aleyn  hight 

that  other ; 
Of  o  toun  were  they  bom,  that  highte 

Strother,  4014 

Fer  in  the  north,  I  can  nat  telle  where. 

This  Aleyn  maketh  redy  al  his  gere, 
And  on  an  hors  the  saJc  he  caste  anon. 
Forth  goth  Aleyn  the  clerk,  and  also  John, 
With  good  swerd  and  with  bokeler  by  hir 

syde.  (99)  4019 

John  knew  the  wey,  hem  nedede  no  gyde. 
And  at  the  mille  the  sak  adoun  he  layth. 
Aleyn  spak  first,  *  al  hayl,  Symond,  y-fayth ; 
How  fares  thy  faire  doghter  and  thy  wyf?  * 
'  Aleyn !  welcome,*  quod  Simkin,  *  by  my 

And  John  also,  how  now,  what  do  ye  heer  ? ' 
'Symond,*  quod  John,  'by  god,  nede 

has  na  peer ;  4026 

Him  boes  serve   him-selve  that  has  na 

swayn. 
Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  clerkes  sasm. 
Our  manciple,  I  hope  he  wil  be  deed,  4029 
Swa  werkes  ay  the  wanges  in  his  heed. 
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And  forthy  is  I  come,  and  eek  Alayn,  (iix) 
To  grinde  oar  com  and  carie  it  ham  agayn ; 
I    pray  yow  Bpede  us    hflthan  that  ye 

may.' 
'  It  shal  be  doon/  quod  Simkin,  '  by  my 

fay ;  4034 

What  wol  ye  doon  -whyl  that  it  is  in  hande  ? ' 

*  By  god,  right  by  the  hoper  wil  I  stande,* 

Quod  John,  'and  se  how  that  the  com 

gas  in; 
Yet  sangh  I  never,  by  my  fader  kin,  4038 
How  that  the  hoper  wagges  til  and  fr&* 

Aleyn  answerde,  *  John,  and  wiltow  swa, 
Than  wil  I  be  bynethe,  by  my  croan,  (121) 
And  se  how  that  the  mele  falles  doiin 
In-to  the  trongh  ;  that  sal  be  my  disport. 
For  John,  in  faith,  I  may  been  of  yonr 

sort; 
I  is  as  ille  a  miller  as  are  ye.*  4045 

This  miller  smyled  of  hir  nycetee, 
And  thoghte,  '  al  this  nis  doon  bat  for  a 

wyle; 
They  wene  that  no  man  may  hem  bigyle ; 
But,  by  my  thrift,  yet  shal  I  blere  hir  yG 
For  al  the  sleighte  in  hir  philosophye.  4050 
The  more  qaeynte  crekes  that  they  make, 
The  more  wol  I  stele  whan  I  take.  (132) 
In  stede  of  floar,  yet  wol  I  yeve  hem 

bren. 
''The  gretteste  clerkes  been  noght  the 

wysest  men," 
As  whylom  to  the  wolf  thos  spak  the 

mare;  4055 

Of  al  hir  art  I  coonte  noght  a  tare.' 

Oat  at  the  dore  he  gooth  fol  prively, 
Whan  that  he  saogh  his  tjrme,  sofbely ; 
He  loketh  up  and  doon  til  he  hath  foonde 
The  clerkes  hors,  ther  as  it  stood  y-boonde 
Bihinde  the  mille,  under  a  levesel ;    4061 
And  to  the  hors  he  gooth  him  faire  and 

wel;  (142) 

He  strepeth  of  the  biydel  right  anon. 
And  whan  the  hors  was  loos,  he  ginneth 

gon 
Toward  the  fen,  ther  wilde  mares  renne. 
Forth  with  wehee,  thurgh  thikke  and 

thurgh  thenne.  4066 

This  miller  gooth  agayn,  no  word  he 

soyde. 
But  dooth  his  note,  and  with  the  clerkes 

pleyde, 


Til  that  hir  com  was  iSaire  and  wel  y- 

grounde. 
And  whan  the  mele  is  sakked  and  y- 

bonnda,  (150)  4070 

This  John  goth  out  and  fynt  his  hors  away. 
And  gan  to  oxye '  harrow '  and  '  weylaway  I 
Our  hors  is  lorn !  Alayn,  for  goddes  banes. 
Step  on  thy  feet,  com  out,  man,  al  at  anes ! 
Alias,  our  wardeyn  has  his  palfrey  lorn.' 
This  Aleyn  al  foigat,  bothe  mele  and  com, 
Al  was  out  of  his  myxide  his  housbondiye. 
'  What  ?  whilk  way  is  he  geen  ? '  he  gan 

to  crye. 
The  wyf  cam  leping  inward  with  a  ren. 
She  seyde,  '  alias !  your  hors  goth  to  the 

fen  (160)  4080 

With  wilde  mares,  as  faste  as  he  may  go. 
Unthank  come  on  his  hand  that  bond 

him  BO, 
And  he  that  bettre  sholde  han  knit  the 

reyne,' 
*  Alias,'  quod  John,  '  Aleyn,  for  Cristes 

peyne, 
liEiy  doun  thy  swerd,  and  I  wil  myn  alswa ; 
I  is  fol  wight,  god  waat,  as  is  a  raa ;  4086 
By  goddes  herte  he  sal  nat  scape  us  bathe. 
Why  nadstow  pit  the  capul  in  the  lathe? 
H-hayl,  by  god,  Aleyn,  thou  is  a  fonne ! ' 
This  sely  clerkes  han  ful  faste  y-ronne 
To-ward  the  fen,  bothe  Aleyn  and  eek 

John.  (171)  4091 

And  whan  the  miller  saugh  that  they 

were  gon, 
He  half  a  busshel  of  hir  flour  hath  take. 
And  bad  his  wyf  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
He  seyde, '  I  trowe  the  clerkes  were  aferd ; 
Yet  can  a  miller  make  a  derkes  herd  4096 
For  al  his  art ;  now  lat  hem  goon  hir  weye. 
Lo  wher  they  goon,  ye,  lat  the  children 

pleye; 
They  gete  him  nat  so  lightly,  by  my  croun  !* 
Thise  sely  clerkes  rennen  up  and  doon 
With  'keep,   keep,  stand,  stand,  jossa, 

warderere,  (181)  4101 

Oa  whistle  thou,  and  I  shal  kepe  him 

here!' 
But  shortly,  til  that  it  was  verray  night. 
They  coude  nat,  though  they  do  al  hir 

might,  4104 

Hir  capul  caoche,  he  ran  alwey  so  fiaste. 
Til  in  a  dich  they  oaughte  him  atte  laste. 
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Weiy  and  weet,  as  beste  is  in  the  reyn, 
Comth  sely  John,  and  with  him  comth 

Aleyn, 
*  Alias,*  qnod  John,  'the  day  that  I  was 

bom! 
Kow  are  we  drive  til  hething  and  til 

scorn.  (190)  41 10 

Our  com  is  stole,  men  wil  us  foles  oalle, 
Bathe  the  wardeyn  and  oar  felawes  alle, 
And  namely  the  miller ;  weylaway ! ' 
Thns  pleyneth  John  as  he  goth  by  the 

way 
Toward  the  mille,  and  Bayard  in  his  hond. 
The  miller  sitting  by  the  fyr  he  fond,  41 16 
For  it  was  night,  and  forther  mighte  they 

noght; 
But,  for  the  love  of  god,  they  him  bisoght 
Of  herberwe  and  of  ese,  as  for  hir  peny. 

The  miller  seyde  agayn,  '  if  ther  be  eny , 
Swich  as  it  is,  yet  shal  ye  have  your  part. 
Myn  hoos  is  streit,  but  ye  han  lerned  art ; 
Ye  conne  by  argomentes  make  a  place 
A  myle  brood  of  twenty  foot  of  space.  (304) 
Lat  see  now  if  this  place  may  snfiyse,  4 135 
Or  make  it  room  with  speche,  as  is  yonre 

gyse.' 
*  Now,  Symond,'  seyde  John,  '  by  seint 

Cntberd, 
Ay  is  thou  mery,  and  this  is  faire  answerd. 
I  have  herd  seyd,  man  sal  taa  of  twa 

thinges  4139 

Slykashe  fyndes,  or  taa  slyk  as  he  bringes. 
But  specially,  I  pray  thee,  hoste  dere,  (311) 
Get  VLB  Bom  mete  and  drinke,  and  make 

ns  chere, 
And  we  wil  payen  trewely  atte  folle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  na  hankes 

tolle; 
Lo  here  oxix  silver,  redy  for  to  spende.'  4 135 
This  miller  in-to  tonn  his  d<^hter  sende 
For  ale  and  breed,  and  roeted  hem  a  goos. 
And  bond  hir  hors,  it  sholde  nat  gon  loos ; 
And  in  his  owne  ohambre  hem  made  a 

bed  (219)  4139 

Withshetes  and  with  chalons  £ure  ynspred, 
Noght  from  his  owne  bed  ten  foot  or  twelve. 
His  doghter  hadde  a  bed,  al  by  hir-selve, 
Hight  in  the  same  chambre,  by  and  by ; 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  cause  why,  4144 
Ther  was  no  roomer  herberwe  in  the  place. 
They  soapen  and  they  spoke,  hem  to  solace. 


And  diinken  over  strong  ale  atte  beste, 
Aboute  midnight  wcnte  they  to  rests. 
Wei  hath  this  miller  vemisshed  his 

heed; 
Fol  i>ale  he  was  for-dronken,  and  nat 

reed.  4150 

He  yexeth,  and  he  speketh  thorgh  the 

nose  (331) 

As  he  were  on  the  qoakke,  or  on  the 

pose. 
To  bedde  he  gooth,  and  with  him  goth 

his  wjrl 
As  any  jay  she  light  was  and  jolyf, 
So  was  hir  joly  whistle  wel  y-wet.        4155 
The  cradel  at  hir  beddes  feet  is  set. 
To  rokken,  and  to  yeve  the  child  to  sonke. 
And  whan  that  drouken  al  was  in  the 

crouke, 
To  bedde  went  the  doghter  right  anon ; 
To  bedde  gooth  Aleyn  and  also  John ;  4160 
Ther  nas  na  more,  hem  nedede  no  dwale. 
This  miller  hath  so  wisly  bibbed  ale,  (343) 
That  as  an  hors  he  snortoth  in  his  sleep, 
Ne  of  his  tayl  bihinde  ho  took  no  keep. 
His  wyf  bar  him  a  burdon,  a  fol  strong. 
Men  mighte  hir  routing  here  two  furlong ; 
The  wenche  ronteth  eek  par  companye, 

Aleyn  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodye. 
He  poked  John,  and  seyde,  *  slepestow  ? 
Herdestow  ever  slyk  a  sang  er  now  ?  4170 
Lo,  whilk  a  compline  is  y-mel  hem  alle ! 
A  wilde  fyr  np-on  thair  bodyes  falle !  (353) 
Wha  herkned  ever  slyk  a  ferly  thing? 
Te,  they  sal  have  the  flour  of  11  ending. 
This  lange  night  ther  tydos  mo  na  reste ; 
But  yet,  na  fors ;  al  sal  be  for  the  beste. 
For  John,'  seyde  he,  *als  ever  moot  I 

tluyve. 
If  that  I  may,  yon  wenche  wil  I  swyve. 
Som  csement  has  lawe  y-shapen  us ;   4179 
For  John,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  says  thus. 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  be  y-greved,  (361} 
That  in  another  he  sal  be  releved. 
Our  com  is  stohi,  shortly,  it  is  na  nay, 
And  we  han  had  an  il  fit  al  this  day. 
And  sin  I  sal  have  neen  amendement,  4185 
Agayn  my  los  I  wil  have  esement. 
By  goddes  saule,  it  sal  neen  other  be  i ' 

This  John  answerde,  *  Alayn,  avyse  thee, 
The  miller  is  a  perilous  man,*  he  seyde, 
'  And  gif  that  he  out  of  his  sleep  abrcyde 
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He  inig:bte  doon  ns  bathe  a  -vileinye.'  (271) 
Aleyn  answerde,  *I  oonnt  him  nat  a 

flye;*  4192 

And  up  he  rist,  and  by  the  wenche  he 

crepte. 
This  wenche  lay  upright,  and  faste  slepte, 
Til  he  80  ny  was,  er  she  mighte  ospye,  4195 
That  it  had  been  to  late  for  to  crye, 
And  shortly  for  to  seyn,  they  were  at  on ; 
Now  pley,  Aleyn !  for  I  wol  speke  of  John. 
Tliis  John  lyth  stille  a  fdrlong-wey  or 

two, 
And  to  him-self  he  maketh  ronthe  and 

wo :  (380)  4200 

'  Alias ! '  quod  he,  *  this  is  a  wikked  jape  ; 
Now  may  I  seyn  that  I  is  but  an  ai)e. 
Yet  has  my  felawe  som-what  for  his  harm ; 
He  has  the  milleris  doghter  in  his  arm. 
He  auntred  him,  and  has  his  nedes  sped, 
And  I  lye  as  a  draf-sek  in  my  bed ;     4206 
And  when  this  jape  is  tald  another  day, 
I  sal  been  halde  a  daf,  a  cokenay ! 
I  wil  aryse,  and  auntre  it,  by  my  fayth  ! 
"  Unhardy  is  unsely,"  thus  men  sayth.* 
And  up  he  roos  and  sofbely  he  wente  (291) 
Un-to  the  cradel,  and  in  his  htmd  it  hente, 
And  baar  it  sofbe  un-to  his  beddes  feet. 

Sone  after  this  the  wyf  hir  routing  leet. 
And  gan  awi&e,  and  wente  hir  out  to 

pisse,  4215 

And  cam  agayHj  and  gan  hir  oradel  misse. 
And  groped  heer  and  ther,  but  she  fond 

noon. 
*  Alias !  *  quod  she,  *  I  hadde  almost  mis- 
goon  ; 
I  hadde  almost  gon  to  the  clerkes  bed. 
£y,  ben^cite  !  thanne  hadde  I  foule  y-sped : ' 
And  forth  she  gooth  til  she  the  cradel 

fond.  (301)  4221 

8he  gpropeth  alwey  forther  with  hir  hond, 
And  fond  the  bed,  and  thoghte  noght  but 

good. 
By-cause  that  the  cradel  by  it  stood,  4224 
And  niste  wher  she  was,  for  it  was  derk  ; 
But  faire  and  wel  she  creep  in  to  the  clerk. 
And  lyth  ful  stille,  and  wolde  ban  caught 

a  sleep. 
With-inne  a  whyl  this  John  the  clerk  up 

leep,  4328 

And  on  this  gode  wyf  he  leyth  on  sore. 
So  mery  a  fit  ne  hadde  she  nat  iVil  yore ; 


He  priketh  harde  and  depe  as  he  were 

mad.  (311) 

This  joly  Ijrf  han  thise  two  clerkes  lad 
Til  that  the  thridde  cok  bigan  to  singe. 

Aleyn  wex  wery  in  the  daweninge,  4234 
For  he  had  swonken  al  the  longe  night ; 
And  seyde,  '  far  wel,  Malin,  swete  wight ! 
The  day  is  come,  I  may  no  lenger  byde ; 
But  evermo,  wher  so  I  go  or  ryde, 
I  is  thyn  awen  clerk,  swa  have  I  seel ! ' 
*  Now  dere  lemman,*  quod  she,  '  go,  far 

weel !  (320)  424U 

But  er  thou  go,  o  thing  I  wol  thee  telle. 
Whan  that  thou  wendest  homward  by 

the  melle. 
Bight  at  the  entree  of  the  dore  bihinde, 
Thou  Shalt  a  cake  of  half  a  busshel  flnde 
That  was  y-maked  of  thyn  owne  mele. 
Which  that  I  heelp  my  fader  for  to  stele. 
And,  gode  lemman,  god  thee  save  and 

kepo ! '  4247 

And  with  that  word  almost  she  gan  to 

wepe. 
Aleyn  up-rist,  and  thoughte,  *  er  that 

it  dawe, 
I  wol  go  crepen  in  by  my  felawe ;        4250 
And  fond  the  cradel  with  his  hand  anon, 
*  By  god^*  thoghte  he,  '  al  wrang  I  have 

misgon ;  (332) 

M3m  heed  is  toty  of  my  swink  to-night. 
That  makoth  me  that  I  go  nat  aright.  4254 
I  woot  wel  by  the  cradel,  I  have  misgo, 
Heer  lyth  the  miller  and  his  wyf  also.' 
And  forth  he  goth,  a  twenty  devel  way, 
Un-to  the  bed  ther-as  the  miller  lay. 
He  wendehave  cropen  by  his  felawe  John ; 
And  by  the  miller  in  he  creep  anon,  4260 
And  caughto  hym  by  the  nekke,  and  softe 

he  spak  :  (341) 

He  seyde,  '  thou,  John,  thou  swynes-heed, 

awak 
For  Cristes  saule,  and  heer  a  noble  game. 
For  by  that  lord  that    called  is  seint 

Jame, 

As  I  have  thryes,  in  this  shorto  night,  4265 

Swyved  the  milleres  doghter  bolt-upright, 

Whyl  thow  hast  as  a  coward  been  agast.* 

*Ye,   false  harlot,'   quod   the    miller, 

'hast? 
A !  false  traitour !  false  clerk  ! '  quod  ho, 
'  Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  goddes  dignitee ! 
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Who  dorate  be  so  bold  to  disparage    (551) 
liy  doghter,  that  is  come  of  swich  linage  ? ' 
And  by  the  throte-bollo  he  canghte  Alayn. 
And  he  hente  hym  despitonsly  agayn, 
And  on  the  nose  he  smoot  him  with  his 

fest.  4375 

Doun  ran  the  blody  streem  np-on  his  brest ; 
And  in  the  floor,  with  nose  and  month 

to-broke, 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  pigges  in  a  poke. 
And  np  they  goon,  and  doon  agayn  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  spomed  at  a  stoon,  4280 
And  doun  he  fll  bakward  up-on  his  wyf, 
That  wiste  no-thing  of  this  nyce  stryf ; 
For  she  was  fiEklle  aslepe  a  lyte  wight  (363) 
With  John  the  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  night. 
And  with  the  fal,  ont  of  hir  sleep  she 

breyde —  4285 

'Help,    holy  croys  of  Bromeholm,'  she 

seyde, 
*  In  manus  tuas  !  lord,  to  thee  I  caUe ! 
Awak,  Symond !  the  feend  is  on  us  fjcdle, 
Kyn  herte  is  broken,  help,  I  nam  but 

deed; 
There  lyth  oon  up  my  wombe  and  up 

myn  heed ;  4390 

Help,  Simkin,  for  the  false  clerkes  fighte.' 

This  John  sterte  up  as  faste  as  ever  he 

mighte,  (37^) 

And  graspeth  by  the  walles  to  and  fro, 
To  finde  a  staf ;  and  she  sterte  up  also, 
And  knew  the  estres  bet  than  dide  this 

John,  4295 

And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  fond  anon. 


And  saugh  a  lltel  shimering  of  a  light, 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  mone  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  saugh  hem  bothe 

two, 
But  sikerly  she  niste  who  was  who,    4300 
But  as  she  saugh  a  whyt  thing  in  hir  y^. 
And  whan  she  gan  the  whyte  thing  espye, 
She  wende  the  clerk  hadde  wered  a  volu- 

peer.  (383) 

And  with  the  staf  she  drough  ay  neer  and 


neer. 


4304 


And  wende  han  hit  this  Aleyn  at  the  fulle, 
And  smoot  the  miller  on  the  pyled  skulle, 
That  doun  he  gooth  and  cryde,  '  harrow ! 

I  dye!' 
Thise  clerkes  bete  him  weel  and  lete  him 

lye; 
And  greythen  hem,  and  toke  hir  hors  anon. 
And  eek  hir  mele,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon.  (390)  4310 

And  at  the  mille  yet  they  toke  hir  cake 
Of  half  a  busshel  flour,  ful  wel  y-bake. 
Thus  is  the  proude  miller  wel  y-bete. 
And  hath  y-lost  the  gprinding  of  the  whete. 
And  payed  for  the  soper  every-deel    4315 
Of  Aleyn  and  of  John,  that  betto  him  weel. 
His  wyf  is  swyved,  and  his  doghter  als ; 
Lo,  swich  it  is  a  miller  to  be  fals ! 
And  thcrfore  this  proverbe  is  seyd  ful 

sooth,  4319 

'  Him  thar  nat  wene  wel  that  yvel  dooth  ; 
A  gylour  shal  him-self  bigyled  be.'      (401) 
And  God,  that  sitteth  heighe  in  magestee. 
Save  al  this  companye  gprete  and  smale  ! 
Thus  have  I  quit  the  miller  in  my  tale. 


Here  is  ended  the  Reves  tale. 
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THE   COOK'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Cokes  tale. 


The  Cook  of  London,  whyl  the  Beve  spak, 
For  joye,  him  thonghte,  he  cUiwed  him 

on  the  hak,  4336 

'  Ha !  ha ! '  qnod  ho,  *  for  Cristes  passioun. 
This  miller  hadde  a  sharp  oondosioiin 
Upon  his  argxunent  of  herbergage ! 
Wei  seyde  Salomon  in  his  langage,     4330 
'•Nu   bringe  nat  every  man  in-to  th^Ti 

hons;" 
For  herberwing  by  nighte  is  perilous. 
Wei  oghte  a  man  nvysed  for  to  be  (9) 

AVhom  that  he  broghte  in-to  his  privetee. 
I  pray  to  god,  so  yovo  me  sorwe  and  care, 
If  ever,  sith  I  highte  Hogge  of  Ware,  4336 
ilerde  I  a  miller  bettre  ynset  a-verk. 
He  hadde  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  derk. 
But  god  forbede  that  vre  stuiten  hero ; 
And  therfore,  if  ye  vouche^sauf  to  here 
A  tale  of  me,  that  am  a  povre  man,    4341 
I  wol  yow  telle  as  wel  as  ever  I  can 
A  Ittel  jape  that  fil  in  our  citee.' 
Our  host  answerde,  and  seide, '  I  graunte 

it  thee;  (ao)  4344 


Now  telle  on,  Boger,  loke  that  it  be  good ; 
For  many  a  pastee  hastow  laten  blood, 
And  many  a  Jakke  of  Dover  hastow  sold 
That  hath  been  twyes  hoot  and  twyes  cold. 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  hastow  Cristas  ours, 
For  of  thy  persly  yet  they  fare  the  wors. 
That  they  han  eten  with  thy  stnbbel-goos ; 
For  in  thy  shoppo  is  many  a  flye  loos.  (38) 
Now  telle  on,  gentil  Boger,  by  thy  name. 
But  yet  I  pray  thee,  be  nat  wrooth  for  game, 
A  man  may  seye  fol  sooth  in  game  and 

pley.*  4355 

*  Thou  seist  ful  sooth,*  quod  Boger,  *  by 
my  fey, 
But "  sooth  pley,  quaad  pley,"  as  the  Flem- 
ing seith ;  C^3) 
And  ther-fore,  Herry  Bailly,  by  thy  feith, 
Be  thou  nat  wrooth,  er  we  departen  heer. 
Though  that  my  tale  be  of  an  hostileer. 
But  nathelees  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yit,  4361 
But  er  wo  parte,  y-wis,  thou  shalt  be  quit. ' 
And  ther-with-al  he  lough  and  made  chore, 
And  seyde  his  tale,  as  ye  shul  after  hero. 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Cokes  tale. 


THE  COKES  TALE. 


Heer  bigynneth  the  Cokes  tale. 


A  Preittis  whylom  dwelled  in  our  cltee. 
And  of  a  craft  of  vitaillers  was  he  ;     4366 
Gaillard  he  was  as  goldfinch  in  the  shawe, 
Broun  as  a  berie,  a  propre  short  felawe. 
With  lokkes  blake,  y-kempt  fal  fetisly. 
Dauncen  he  coude  so  wel  and  jolily,  4370 
That  he  was  cleped  Perkin  Bevelour. 
He  was  as  ful  of  love  and  paramour 


As  is  the  hjrve  ful  of  hony  swete  ; 
Wel  was  the  wenche  with  him  mighte 
mete.  (10) 

At  every  brydale  wolde    he  singe  and 

1»0PP«,  4375 

Ho  loved  bet  the  tavern  than  the  shoppe. 
For  whan  ther  any  ryding  was  in  Chepe, 
Out  of  the  shopi>e  thider  wolde  he  lepe. 
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Til  that  he  hadde  ol  the  sighte  y-seyn, 
And  dannced  wel,  he  wolde  nat  come 

ageyn.  4380 

And  gadered  him  a  meinee  of  his  sort 
To  hoppe  and  singe,  and  maken  swich 

disport. 
And  ther  they  setten  steven  for  to  mete 
To  pleyen  at  the  dys  in  swich  a  strete.  (20) 
For  in  the  toone  nas  ther  no  prentys,  4385 
That  fairer  conde  caste  a  paire  of  dys 
Than  Perkin  oonde,  and  ther-to  he  was  free 
Of  his  disi>en8e,  in  place  of  privetee. 
Tliat  fond  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaffare ; 
For  often  tyme  he  fond  his  hox  fnl  bare. 
For  sikerly  a  prentis  revelour,  4391 

That  hannteth  dys,  rirt,  or  paramour, 
His  maister  shal  it  in  his  shoppe  abye, 
Al  have  he  no  part  of  the  minstralcye ;  (30) 
For  thefte  and  riot,  they  ben  convertible, 
Al  conne  he  pleye  on  giteme  or  ribible. 
Revel  and  tronthe,  as  in  a  low  degree, 
They  been  fill  wiothe  al  day,  as  men  may 

see. 
This  joly  prentis  with  his  maister  bood, 
Til  he  were  ny  ont  of  his  prentishood,  4400 
Al  were  he  snibbed  bothe  erly  and  late, 
And  somtyme  lad  with  revel  to  Newgate ; 
But  atte  lasto  his  maister  him  bithoghte. 


Up-on  a  day,  whan  he  h  is  paper  soghte,  (40) 
Of  a  proverbe  that  seith  this  same  word, 
*  Wel  bet  is  roten  appel  out  of  hord    4406 
Than  that  it  rotie  al  the  remenaunt.' 
So  fareth  it  by  a  riotous  servaunt ; 
It  is  wel  lasse  harm  to  leto  him  ]>ace, 
Than  he  shende  alle  the  servants  in  the 
place.  4410 

Therfore  his  maister  yaf  him  aoquitanoe. 
And  bad  him  go  with  sorwe  and  with 

meschance ; 
And   thus   this   joly  prentis  hadde  his 

leve. 
Now  lat  him  riote  al  the  night  or  leve.  (50) 
And  for  ther  is  no  theef  wiUi-oute  a 
louke,  4415 

That  helpeth  him  to  wasten  and  to  souke 
Of  that  he  brybo  can  or  borwe  may. 
Anon  he  sente  his  bed  and  his  array 
Un-to  a  compeer  of  his  owno  sort. 
That  lovede  dys  and  revel  and  disport,  4420 
And  hadde  a  wyf  that  heeld  for  count- 
enance (57) 
A  shoppe,  and  swyved  for  hir  sustenance. 


Of  this  Cokes  tale  maked  Chaucer 
na  more. 


GROUP  B. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE   MAN  OF 

LAW'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  wordes  of  the  Hoost  to  the  companye. 


Our  Hoete  sey  wel  that  the  brighte  sonne 
Th'ark  of  his  artificial  day  had  ronne 
Tlie  fourthe  part,  and  half  an  houre,  and 

more; 
And  though  he  were  not  depe  exx)ert  in 

lore, 
He  wiste  it  was  the  eightetethe  day         5 
Of  April,  that  is  messager  to  May ; 


And  sey  wel  that  the  shad  we  of  every  tree 
Was  as  in  lengthe  the  same  quantitee 
That  was  the  body  erect  that  caused  it. 
And  therfor  by  the  shadwe  he  took  his  wit 
That  Phebus,  which  that  shoon  so  olere 

and  brighte,  1 1 

Degrees  was  fyve  and  fonrty  dombe  on 

highte ; 
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And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  was  ten  of  the  dokke,  he  gan  condade, 
And  sodeynly  he  plighte  his  hors  aboute. 
'  Lordinges/  quod  he,  *  I  wame  yow,  al 

this  route,  i6 

The  fourthe  j^arty  of  this  day  is  goon  ; 
Kow,  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  seint 

John, 
Leseth  no  tyme,  as  ferforth  as  ye  may ; 
Lordinges,  the  tyme  wasteth  night  and 

day,  ao 

And  steleth  from  us,  whatprivelyslepinge, 
And  what    thurgh    necligence    in    our 

wakinge. 
As  dooth  the  streem,  that  tumeth  never 

agayn. 
Descending  fro  the  montaigne  in-to  playn. 
Wei  can  Senek,  and  many  a  phOosophre  25 
Biwailen  tyme,  more  than  gold  in  oofre. 
*'  For  I08  of  catel  may  recovered  be, 
But  los  of  tyme  shendeth  us,"  quod  he. 
It  wol  nat  come  agayn,  with-outen  drede, 
Na  more  than  wol  If alkins  maydenhede, 
Whan  she  hath  lost  it  in  hir  wantownesse ; 
Lat  us  nat  moulen  thus  in  jrdelnesse.     32 
Sir  man  of  lawe,'  quod  he,  'so  have  ye 

blis, 
Tel  us  a  tale  anon,  as  forward  is  ; 
Ye    been    submitted  thurgh    your   free 

assent  35 

To  stonde  in  this  cas  at  my  jugement. 

Acquiteth  yow,  and  holdeth  your  biheste, 

Than  have  ye  doon  your  devoir  atte  leste.' 

*Hoste,'  quod  he,  ^depardietix  ich  as- 

sente, 
To  breke  forward  is  not  myn  entente.   40 
Biheste  is  dette,  and  I  wol  holde  fayn 
Al  my  biheste ;  I  can  no  better  seyn. 
For  Bwich  lawe  as  man  yeveth  another 

wight, 
He  sholde  hu»-selven  usen  it  by  right;  44 
Thus  wol  our  text ;  but  natheles  certeyn 
I  can  right  now  no  thrifty  tale  seyn, 
fBut  Chaucer,  though  he  can  but  lewedly 
On  metres  and  on  iymin|^  craftily. 
Hath  seyd  hem  in  swich  English  as  he  can 
Of  olde  tyme,  as  knoweth  many  a  man.  50 
And  if  he  have  not  seyd  hem,  leve  brother, 
In  o  book,  he  hath  seyd  hem  in  another. 
For  ho  hath  told  of  loveres  up  and  doun 
Mo  than  Ovyde  made  of  mencioun 


In  his  Epistelles,  that  been  ful  olde.  55 
What  sholde  I  tellen  hem,  sin  they  ben 

tolde  ? 
In  yonthe  he  made  of  Ceys  and  Aloion, 
And  sithen  hath  he  spoke  of  everichon, 
Thise  noble  wyves  and  thise  loveres  eke. 
Who-Bo  that  wol  his  large  volume  seke6o 
Cleped  the  Seintes  Legende  of  Cupyde, 
Ther  may  he  seen  the  large  woundes  wyde 
Of  Lucresse,  and  of  Babilan  Tisbee  ; 
The  swerd  of  Dido  for  the  false  Knee  ; 
The  tree  of  Phillis  for  hir  Demophon  ;  65 
The  pleinte  of  Dianire  and  Hermion, 
Of  Adriane  and  of  Isiphilee ; 
The  tiareyne  yle  stonding  in  the  see  ; 
The  dreynte  Leander  for  his  Erro ; 
The  teres  of  Elejme,  and  eek  the  wo      70 
Of  Brixseyde,  and  of  thee,  Ladom(<a  ; 
The  crueltee  of  thee,  queen  Med&a, 
Thy  lit«l  children  hanging  by  the  hals 
For  thy  Jason,  that  was  of  love  so  fals  ! 

0  Ypermistra,  Penelopee,  Alceste,  75 
Your  wyfhod  he  oomendeth  with  the  beste ! 

But  certeinly  no  word  ne  wryteth  he 
Of  thilke  wikke  ensample  of  Canacee, 
That  lovede  hir  owne  brother  sinfnlly  ; 
Of  swiche  cursed  stories  I  sey  "  fy  "  ;     8u 
Or  elles  of  Tyro  ApoUonius, 
How  that  the  cursed  king  Antiochus 
Birafte  his  doghter  of  hir  maydenhede, 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  redo. 
Whan  he  hir  throw  up-on  the  pavement. 
And  therfor  he,  of  ful  avysement,  86 

Nolde  never  wryte  in  none  of  his  sermouns 
Of  swiche  unkinde  abhominaciouns, 
Ke  I  wol  noon  reherse,  if  that  I  may. 

But  of  my  tale  how  shal  I  doon  this  day? 
Me  were  looth  be  lykned,  doutelees,       91 
To  Muses  that  men  clepe  Pierides — 
3Ietamorp7ioaeo9  wot  what  I  mene  : — • 
But  nathelees,  I  recche  noght  a  bene    94 
Though  I  come  after  him  with  hawe-bake ; 

1  speke  in  prose,  and  lat  him  rymes  make.* 
And  with  that  word  he,  with  a  sobre  chere, 
Bigan  his  tale,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Mannea  Tale 
of  Lawe. 

O  hateful  harm  I  condicion  of  poverte  1 
With  thurst,  with  cold,  with  hunger  so 
confounded !  100 
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To   asken    help  thee  shameth  in  thyn 

herte ; 
If  thon  noon  aske,  with  nede  artow  so 

wounded, 
That    verraj  nede    nnwrappeth    al  thy 

wounde  hid ! 
M.a.ugree  thyn  heed,  thou  most  for  indi- 

gence  IU4 

Or  stele,  or  begge,  or  borwe  thy  despence ! 

Thou  blamest  Crist,  and  seyst  ful  bitterly, 
He  misdeparteth  richesse  temporal ; 
Thy  neighebour  thou  wytest  sinfuUy,  (lo) 
And  seyst  thou  hast  to  lyte,  and  he  hath  al. 
*  Parfay/seistow, '  somtyme  he  rekne  shnl, 
Whan  that  his  tayl  shal  brennen  in  the 

glede,  1 1 1 

For  he  noght  helpeth  needfulle  in  hir 

nede.' 

Herkne  what    is   the   sentence    of  the 

wyse: — 
'  Bet  is  to  dyCn  than  have  indigence  ; '  114 
'Thy  selve  neighebonr  wol  thee  despyse ; ' 


If  thon  "Se  povre,  farwel  thy  reverence ! 
Yet  of  the  wyse  man  tak  this  sentence : — 
'Alia  the  dayes  of  povre  men  ben  wikke ;' 
Be  war  therfor,  er  thou  come  in  that 
prikke !  (ai) 


'If  thou 
thee, 


be  povre, 


thy  brother  hateth 

1 30 

And  alle  thy  freendes  fleen  fro  thee,  alas !  * 
O  riche  morchannts,  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  noble,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas! 
Your  bagges  been  nat  filled  with  ambea  a«, 
But  with  tU  dnky  that  renneth  for  your 

chaunce ;  125 

At  Cristemasse  merie  may  ye  daunce ! 

Ye  seken  lond  and  see  for  your  winninges, 
As  wyse  folk  ye  knowen  al  th'estaat    (30) 
Of  regnes ;  ye  ben  fadres  of  tydinges 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pees  and  of  debat.  i  in 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  desolat, 

Nero  that  a  marchaunt,  goon  is  many  a 

yere, 
Me  taughte  a  tale,  which  that  ye  shal  here. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  MAN   OF  LAWE. 


Here  beglnneth  the  Han  of  Lawe  bis  Tale. 


Ik  Sorrie  whylom  dwelte  a  companye 
Of  chapmen  riche,  and  therto  sadde  and 

trewe,  135 

That  W3rde-wher  sonten  her  spyoeiye, 
Clothes  of  gold,  and  satins  riche  of  hewe ; 
Her chaffar  was  so  thrifty  and  so  newe,  (40) 
That  every  wight  hath  deyntee  to  chafifare 
With  hem,  and  eek  to  sellen  hem  hir 

ware.  140 

Now  fel  it,  that  the  maistres  of  that  sort 
Han  shapen  hem  to  Bome  for  to  wendo  ; 
Were  it  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport, 
Xon  other  message  wolde    they  thider 
lende, 


But  oomen  hem-self  to  Borne,  this  is  the 
ende ;  145 

And  in  swich  place,  as  thonghte  hem 
avantage 

For  her  entente,  they  take.her  herbergage. 

Sojourned  han  thise  marohants  in  that 
toun  (so) 

A  certein  tyme,  as  fel  to  hir  plesance. 
And  so  bifel,  that  th'excellent  renoun  150 
Of  th'emperouros  doghter,  dame  Custance, 
Reported  was,  with  eveiy  circumstance, 
Un-to  thise  Surrien  marchants  in  swich 

wyse. 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 
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Thia  vroa   the    commnne  vois  of  every 
man —  155 

*  Our  Emperonr  of  Borne,  god  him  see, 
A  doghter  hath  that,  sin  the  world  bigan, 
To  rekne  as  wel  hir  goodnesse  as  beantee, 
Naa  never  swich  another  as  is  she  ;  (61) 
I  prey  to  god  in  honour  hir  sustene,  160 
And  wolde  she  were  of  al  Europe  the 
quene. 

In  hir  is  heigh  beautee,  with-oute  pryde, 
Yowthe,  with-oute  grenehede  or  folye ; 
To  alle  hir  werkea  vertu  is  hir  gyde, 
Hnmblesse  hath  slayn  in  hir  al  tirannye. 
She  is  mirour  of  alle  curteisye ;     (68)  166 
Hit  herte  is  verray  chambre  of  holinesse, 
Hir  hand,  ministre  of  fredom  for  almesse.' 

And  al  this  vois  was  soth,  as  god  is  trewe, 
But  now  to  porpos  lat  us  tume  agayn;  170 
Thise  marchants  han  doon  fraught  hir 

shipiies  newe, 
And,  whan  they  han  this  blisfnl  mayden 

seyn, 
Hoom  to  Surrye  been  they  went  ful'fayn, 
And  doon  her  nedes  as  they  han  don  yore, 
And  liven  in  wele ;  I  can  sey  yow  no  more. 

Now  fel  it,  that  thise  marchants  stode  in 
grace  176 

Of  him,  that  was  the  sowdan  of  Surzye  ; 
For  whan  they  came  from  any  strange 
place,  (80) 

He  wolde,  of  his  benigne  curteisye, 
Make  hem  good  cheiw,  and  bisily  espye  180 
ladings  of  sondry  regnes,  for  to  lere 
The  wondres  that  they  mighte  seen  or  here. 

Amonges  othere  thinges,  speoiaUy 
ThiJto  marchants  han  him  told  of  dame 

Custance, 
So  gret  noblesse  in  emest,  ceriously,     185 
That  this  sowdan  hath  caught  so  gret 

plesanco 
To  han  hir  figure  in  his  remembrance, 
That  al  his  lust  and  al  his  bisy  cure    (90) 
Was  for  to  love  hir  whyl  his  lyf  may  dure. 

Faraventnre  in  thilke  large  book  190 

Which  that  men  olepe  the  heven,  y-writen 


With  sterres,  whan  that  he  his  birthetook, 
That  he  for  love  shulde  han  his  deeth,  alias ! 
For  in  the  sterres,  olerer  than  is  glas, 
Is  writen,  god  wot,  who-soooude  it  rode,  195 
The  deeth  of  every  man,  withouten  drede. 

In  sterres,  many  a  winter  theovbifom, 
Was  writen  the  deeth  of  Ector,  Achilles, 
Of  Pompey,  Julius,  er  they  were  bom ;  (loi ) 
The  stiyf  of  Thebes ;  and  of  Erculeo,   200 
Of  Sampson,  Tumus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deeth;  but  mennes  wittes  been  so 

dulle. 
That  no  wight  can  wel  rede  it  atte  talle. 

This  sowdan  for  his  privee  oonseil  sente, 
And,  shortly  of  this  mater  for  to  pace,  «>s 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  entente, 
And  seyde  hem  oertein,  *  but  he  mighte 

have  grace  (109) 

To  han  Castance  with-inne  a  litel  space, 
Ho  nas  but  deed ; '  and  chai^ged  hem,  in 

hye. 
To  shapen  for  his  lyf  som  remedye.       210 

Diverse  men  diverse  thinges  seyden ; 
They  argumenten,  casten  up  and  doun 
Many  a  subtil  reeoun  forth  they  leyden, 
They  speken  of  magik  and  abusioun ; 
But  finally,  as  in  oonclusionn,  215 

They  can  not  seen  in  that  non  avantage, 
Ne  in  non  other  wey,  save  mariage.    (119) 

Than  sawe  they  ther-in  swich  diffioultee 
By  wey  of  resoun,  for  to  speke  al  playn, 
By-cause  that  ther  wasswich  diversitee  aao 
Bitwene  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  sayn, 
They  trowe  *  that  no  oristen  ininoe  wolde 

fayn 
Wedden  his  child  under  onre  lawes  swete 
That  us  were   taught  by  Mahoun  our 

prophete.' 

And  he  answerde,  ^  rather  than  I  lose  22s 
Custance,  I  wol  be  cristned  douteleea ; 
I  mot  ben  hires,  I  may  non  other  chese. 
I   prey  yow  holde   your  arguments  in 

p««« ;  (130) 

Saveth  my  lyf,  and  beeth  noght  recohelees 
Togeten  hir  that  hath  my  lyf  in  cure  ;  2^ 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  longe  endure.* 
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What  nedeth  gprotter  dilataoioun  ? 
Xseye,  by  tretU  and  embassadrye, 
And  by  the  popes  mediacionn, 
And  al  the  chirohe,  and  al  the  chivalrye, 
That,  in  destmccionn  of  Maametrye,  236 
And  in  encroes  of  Cristes  lawe  dare, 
They  ben  acorded,  so  as  ye  shal  here ;  (140) 

How  that  the  sowdan  and  his  baronage 
And  alle  his  liges  shuldo  y-cristned  be,  340 ' 
And  he  shal  han  Cnstance  in  mariage, 
And  certein  gold,  I  noot  what  qoantltee, 
And  her-to  foanden  snffisant  seurtee ; 
This  same  acord  was  sworn  on  eyther  ^yde ; 
Kow,  faire  distance,  almighty  god  thee 
gyde !  245 

Now  wolde  som  men  waiten,  as  I  gesse, 
That  I  sholdo  tellen  al  the  purveyance 
That  th'emperour,  of  his  grete  noblesse,. 
Hath  shapen  for  his  doghter  dame  Cns- 
tance. (151) 
Wol  may  men  knowe  that  so  gret  ordin- 
ance  230 
May  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  clause 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  cause. 

Bisshopes  ben   shapen  with  hir  for  to 

wende, 
Lordes,  ladyes,  knightes  of  renonn, 
And  other  folk  y-nowe,  this  is  the  ende ; 
And  notifyed  is  thnxgh-out  the  toon    256 
That  every  wight,  with  gret  devocioon, 
Shnlde  preyen  Crist  that  he  this  mariage 
Beceyve  in  gree,  and  spede  this  viage.  (161) 

The  day  is  comen  of  hir  departinge,     360 
I  sey,  the  wofol  day  fifttal  is  come, 
That  ther  may  be  no  lenger  tarjringe, 
But  forth  ward  they  hem  dressen,  alle  and 

some; 
Cnstance,  that  was  with  sorwe  al  over- 
come, 264 
Fol  pale  arist,  and  dresseth  hir  to  wende ; 
For  wel  she  seeth  ther  is  non  other  onde. 

Alias !  what  wonder  is  it  though  she  wepte. 
That  shal  be  sent  to  strange  nacioan(i7u) 
Fro  freendes,  that  so  tendrely  hir  kepte, 
And  to  be  bonnden  under  subieccionn  370 
Of  oon,  she  knoweth  not  his  condicionn. 


Housbondes  been  alle  gode,  and  han  ben 

yore. 
That  kno  wen  wyves,  I  dar  say  yow  no  more. 

'  Fader,*  she  sayde,  *■  thy  wrecched  child 

Cnstance, 
Thy  yonge  doghter,  fostred  up  so  soft«,  375 
And  ye,  my  moder,  my  soverayn  plesance 
Over  alle  thing,  out- taken  Crist  on-lofbe< 
Custance,  your  child,  hir  recomandeth 

ofte  (180) 

Un-to  your  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Surryff, 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  more  with  yS.  380 

Alias !  un-to  the  Barbro  nacioun 
I  moste  anon,  sin  that  it  is  your  wille  ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  our  redempcioun, 
So  yeve  me  grace,  his  hestes  to  fulillle  ; 
I,  vrrecche  womman,  no  fors  though   I 

spUle.  385 

Wommen    are    bom    to   thraldom   and 

penance. 
And  to  ben  under  mannes  governance.' 

I  tro^e,  at  Troye,  whan  Firms  brak  the 
wal  (190) 

Or  Ylion  brende,  at  Thebes  the  citee,  389 
N'at  Borne,  for  the  harm  thurgh  Hanibal 
That  Bomayns  hath  venquisshed  tymes 

three, 
Nas  herd  swich  tendre  weping  for  pitee 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hir  departinge ; 
Bot  forth  she  moot,  wher-so  she  wepe  or 
singe. 

O  firste  moeving  cruel  firmament,  395 
With  thy  diurnal  sweigh  that  crowdest  1^ 
And  hurlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident,  (199) 
That  naturelly  wolde  holde  another  way. 
Thy  crowding  set  the  heven  in  swich  array 
At  the  beginning  of  this  fiers  viage,  500 
That  cruel  Mars  hath  slayn  this  mariage. 

Infortunat  ascendent  tortuous. 
Of  which  the  lord  is  helplcs  faUe,  alias ! 
Out  of  his  angle  in-to  the  derkest  hons. 
O  Mars,  O  Atasir,  as  in  this  cas  !  305 

O  feble  mone,  unhappy  been  thy  pas  ! 
Thou  knittest    thee  ther  thou  art  nat 

receyved, 
Ther  thou  were  weel,  fro  thennes  artow 

weyved.  (a  10) 
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Imprudent  emperonr  of  Rome,  alias  !  309 
Was  ther  no  philosophre  in  al  thy  toun  ? 
Is  no  tyme  bet  than  other  in  swioh  oas  ? 
Of  viage  is  ther  noon  eleocioun, 
Namely  to  folk  of  heigh  condicionn, 
Nat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  birthe  y-knowe  ? 
AUas !  we  ben  to  lewed  or  to  slowe.      315 

To  shipi>e  is  brongh  t  this  wofxil  faire  mayde 
Solempnely,  with  eveiy  circnmstanoe. 
'  Now  Jesu  Crist  be  with  yow  alle,*  she 
sayde ;  (aao) 

Ther   nis    namore    but  *farewel!    faire 


Cnstanoe! 
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Shepejmothhir  to  make  good  conntenance, 
And  forth  I  lete  hir  sayle  in  this  manere, 
And  tome  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matere. 

The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  welle  of  vyces, 
Espydd  hath  hir  sones  pleyn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  sacrifyces,      335 
And  right  anon  she  for  hir  oonseil  sente ; 
And  Uiey  ben  oome,  to  knowe  what  she 

mente. 
And  when  assembled  was  this  folk  in-fere, 
She  sette  hir  donn,  and  sayde  as  ye  shal 

here.  (23  0 

'  Lordes,'  quod  she,  *yeknowen  everichon, 
How  that  my  sone  in' point  is  for  to  lete  331 
The  holy  lawes  of  our  Alkaron, 
Yeven  by  goddes  message  Makometo. 
But  oon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete,  334 
Tlie  lyf  shal  rather  out  of  my  body  sterte 
Than  Makometes  lawe  out  of  myn  herte ! 

What  shulde  us  tyden  of  this  newe  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance  ? 
And  afterward  in  helle  to  be  drawe   (241) 
For  we  reneyed  Mahoun  our  creanoe  ?  340 
But,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  assurance. 
As  I  shal  seyn,  assenting  to  my  lore, 
And  I  shall  make  us  sauf  for  evermore  ? ' 

They  sworen  and  assenten,  every  man,  344 
To  live  with  hir  and  dye,  and  by  hir  stonde ; 
And  everich,  in  the  beste  wyse  he  oan, 
To  strengthen  hir  shal  alle  his  freendes 

fonde ; 
And  she  hath  this  empryse  y-take  on 

honde,  (250) 


Which  ye  shal  heren  that  I  shal  devyse, 
And  to  hem  alle  she  spak  right  in  this 


wyse. 


350 


'  We  shul  first  feyne  us  cristendom  to  take, 
Cold  water  shal  not  gpreve  us  but  a  lyte ; 
And  I  shal  swich  a  feste  and  revel  make, 
That,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  the  sowdan  quyte. 
For  though  his  wyf  be  cristned  never  so 

whyte,  355 

She  shal  have  nede  to  wasshe  awey  the 

rede, 
Thogh  she  a  font-ful  water  with  hir  lede.' 

O  sowdanesse,  rote  of  iniquitee,  (260) 

Virago,  thou  Semyram  the  secounde, 
O  serpent  under  femininitee,  36r) 

Lyk  to  the  serpent  depe  in  helle  y-bounde, 
O  feyned  womman,  al  that  may  confounde 
Vertu  and  innocence,  thurgh  thy  malyoe, 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  nest  of  every  vyce ! 

O  Satan,  envious  sin  thilke  day  365 

Tliat  thou  were  chased  from  our  heritage, 
Wei  knowestow  to  wommen  the  olde  way ! 
Thou  madest  Eva  bringe  us  in  servage.  (270) 
Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  oristen  manage. 
Thyn  instrument  so,  weylawey  the  whyle ! 
Mi^estow  of  wommen,  whan  thou  wolt 
begyle.  371 

This  sowdanesse,  whom  I  thus  blame  and 

wario, 
lieet  prively  hir  oonseil  goon  hir  way. 
What  sholde  I  in  this  tale  lenger  tarie  ? 
She  rydeth  to  the  sowdan  on  a  day,      375 
And  seyde  him,  that  she  wolde  reneye 

hir  lay, 
And  cristendom  of  preestes  handes  fonge, 
Repenting  hir  she  hethen  was  so  longe,(28o) 

Biseohing  him  to  doon  hir  that  honour, 
That  she  moste  han  the  oristen  men  to 

f oste  ;  380 

*  To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour.* 
The  sowdan  seith, '  I  wol  don  at  your  heste,* 
And  kneling  thankethhir  of  that  requeste. 
So  glad  he  was,  he  niste  what  to  seye ; 
She  kiste  hir  sone,  and  hoom  she  gooth 

hir  weye.  385 

ExpUctt  prima  pars.       Sequitor 
para  aecimda. 
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Anyyed  ben  this  Cristen  folk  to  londe, 
In  Some,  with  a  greet  solempne  route, 
And  hastily  this  sowdan  sente  his  sonde, 
First  to  his  moder,  and  al  tiie  regne 

abonte,  (291) 

And  seyde,  his  -wsrf  was  comen,  oat  of 

doate,  390 

And  preyde  hir  for  to  lyde  agayn  the 

qnene, 
The  honour  of  his  reg^e  to  snstene. 

Gret  was  the  prees,  and  riche  was  th'array 
Of  Snrriens  and  Romayns  met  y-fere  ; 
The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  riohe  and  gay, 
Beoeyveth  hir  with  al-so  glad  a  chere  396 
As  any  moder  mighite  hir  doghter  dere, 
And  to  the  nexte  citee  ther  biayde     (300) 
A  softe  pas  solempnely  they  ryde. 

Noght  trowe  I  the  triamphe  of  Jnlins,  400 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a  host, 
Was  royaller,  ne  more  corions 
Than  was  th'assemblee  of  this  blisfnl  host. 
Bat  this  soorpioun,  this  wikked  gost, 
The  sowdanesse,  for  al  hir  flateringe,  405 
Caste  nnder  this  ftd  mortally  to  stinge. 

The  sowdan  oomth  him-eelf  sone  after  this 
So  royally,  that  wonder  is  to  telle,  (310) 
And  welcometh  hir  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
And  thos  in  merthe  and  joye  I  lete  hem 

dwells.  410 

The  frnyt  of  this  matere  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tyme  cam,  men  thonghte  it  for  the 

beste 
That  revel  stinte,  and  men  goon  to  hir 

reste. 

The  t}rme  cam,  this  olde  sowdanesse  414 
Ordeyned  hath  this  feste  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  to  the  feste  Cristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  ye !  botheyonge  and  olde.  (319) 
Here  may  men  feste  and  royaltee  biholde, 
And  deyntees  mo  than  I  can  yow  devyse, 
Bat  al  to  dere  they  bon^hte  it  er  they  ryse. 

O  sodeyn  wo !  that  ever  art  saccessoar  421 
To  worldly  blisse,  spreynd  with  bitter- 

nesse; 
Th*  ende  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour ; 
Wo  ocoupieth  the  fyn  of  our  gladnesse, 
Herke  this  conseil  for  thy  sikemesse,  435 


Up-on  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  unwar  wo  or  harm  that  comth  bi- 
hinde. 

For  shortly  for  to  teUen  at  o  word,    (330) 
The  sowdan  and  the  Cristen  everichone 
Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  at  the  bord,  430 
But  it  were  only  dame  Custanoe  allone. 
This  olde  sowdanesse,  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hirfirendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede, 
For  she  hii>flelf  wolde  al  the  contree  lede. 

Ne  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  con- 
verted 435 

That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot. 

That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted. 

And  Custance  han  they  take  anon,  foot- 
hoot,  (340) 

And  in  a  shippe  al  sterelees,  god  woot. 

They  han  hir  set,  and  bidde  hir  lerne 
sayle  440 

Out  of  Sunye  agayn  ward  to  Itayle. 

A  oertein  tresor  that  she  thider  ladde, 
And,  sooth  to  sayn,  vitaille  gret  plentee 
They  han  hir  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

hadde, 
And  forth  she  sayleth  in  the  salte  see.  445 
O  my  Custance,  fal  of  benignitee, 
O  emperoures  yonge  doghter  dere,     (349) 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  stere ! 

She  blesseth  hir,  and  with  tal  pitous  voys 
Un-to  the  croys  of  Crist  thus  seyde  she, 
*  O  dere,  o  welful  auter,  holy  croys,  451 
Beed  of  the  lambes  blood  full  of  pitee. 
That  wesh  the  world  firo  the  olde  iniquitee, 
Me  fro  the  feend,  and  fro  his  clawes  kepe, 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the 
depe.  455 

Victorious  tree,  proteccioun  of  trewe, 
That  only  worthy  were  for  to  here     (359) 
The  king  of  heven  with  his  woundes  newe. 
The  whyte  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  the 

spere,  459 

Flemer  of  feendes  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limes  feithfully  extenden. 
Me  keep,  and  yif  me  might  my  lyf  t*amen- 

den.* 


482 


B.    Z^  Zdh  of  <8e  QUan  of  Aiwe.    [t.  4883-4952. 


Teres  and  dayes  fleet  this  creature 
Thnzghout  the  see  of  Grece  un-to  the 

stray  to 
Of  liarrok,  as  it  was  hir  aventure ;       465 
On  many  a  sory  meel  now  may  she  bayte ; 
After  her  deeth  fnl  often  may  she  wayte, 
Kr  that  the  wilde  wawes  wol  hir  dryve 
tJn-to  the  place,  ther  she  shal  arryve.  (371) 

Men  mi^hten  asken  why  she  was  not 
slayn  ?  470 

Eek  at  the  fest«  who  mighte  hir  body  save? 

And  I  answere  to  that  demaunde  agajm, 

Who  saved  Daniel  in  the  horrible  cave, 

Ther  every  wight  save  he,  maister  and 
knave,  474 

Was  with  the  leoun  frete  er  he  asterte  ? 

No  wight  but  god,  that  he  bar  in  his  herte. 

God  liste  to  shewe  his  wonderful  miracle 
In  hir,  for  we  sholde  seen  his  mighty 
werkes ;  (380) 

Grist,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle, 
By  certein  menes  offce,  as  knowen  clerkes, 
Doth  thing  for   certein    ende    that  fnl 
derk  is  481 

To  mannes  wit,  that  for  our  ignorance 
Ne  conne  not  knowe  his  pmdent  pur- 
veyance. 

Now,  sith  she  was  not  at  the  feste  y-slawe, 
Who  kepte  hir  fro  the  drenching  in  the 

see?  485 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisshes  mawe 
Til  he  was  spouted  up  at  Ninivee  ? 
Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wight 

but  he  (390) 

That  kepte  peple  Ebraik  fro  hir  drench- 

inge, 
With  dzye  feet  thorgh-out  the  see  pass- 

inge.  490 

Who  bad  the  foure  spirits  of  tempest, 
That  power  han  t'anoyen  land  and  see, 
^Bothe  north  and  south,  and  also  west 

and  est, 
Anoyeth  neither  see,  ne  land,  ne  tree  ?' 
Sothly,  the  comaundour  of  that  was  he, 
That  fro  the  tempest  ay  this  womman 

kepte  496 

As  wel  whan  [that]  she  wook  as  whan  she 

slepte. 


Wher  mighte  this  womman  mete  and 

drinke  have  ?  (400) 

Three  yeer  and  more   how  lasteth  hir 

vitaille  ?  499 

Who  fedde  the  Egipcien  If  arie  in  the  cave, 
Or  in  desert?  no  wight  but  Crist,  sans 

faille. 
f*yve  thousand  folk  it  was  as  gret  mer- 

vaille 
With  loves  fyve  and  fisshes  two  to  fede. 
Qod  sente  his  foison  at  hir  grete  nede. 

She  diyveth  forth  in-to  our  occean      505 
Thurgh-out  our  wilde  see,  til,  atte  laste. 
Under  an  hold  that  nempnen  I  ne  can, 
Fer  in  Northumberlond  the  wawe  hir 

caste,  (410) 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  stiked  so  faste. 
That  thennes  wolde  it  noght  of  al  a  tyde, 
The  wille  of  Crist  was  that  she  shulde 

•abyde.  511 

The  constable  of  the  castel  doun  is  fare 
To  seen  this  wrak,  and  al  the  ship  he 

soghte. 
And  fond  this  wery  womman  ful  of  care ; 
He  fond  also  the  tresor  that  she  broghte. 
In  hir  langage  mercy  she  bisoghte        516 
The  lyf  out  of  hir  body  for  to  twinne,  (419) 
Hir  to  delivere  of  wo  that  she  was  inne. 

A  maner  Latin  corrupt  was  hir  speche, 
But  algates  ther-by  was  she  nnderstonde; 
The  constable,  whan  him  list  no  longer 

seche,  521 

This  woful  womman  br<^hte  he  to  the 

londe ; 
She  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh  goddes 

sonde. 
But  what  she  was,  she  wolde  no  man  seye, 
For  foul  ne  fair,  thogh  that  she  shulde 

deye.  5*5 

She  seyde,  she  was  so  mased  in  the  see 
That  she  forgat  hir  minde,  by  hir  trouthe ; 
The  constable  hath  of  hir  so  greet  pitee, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  that  they  wepen  for 
routhe,  (431)  539 

She  was  so  diligent,  with-onten  slouthe, 
To  serve  and  plesen  everich  in  that  place, 
That  alle  hir  loven  that  loken  on  hir  face. 
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This  constable  and  dame  Hermengild  his 
wyf 

Were  pnyens,  and  that  oontree  every- 
where ; 

Bnt  Hermengild  lovede  hir  right  as  hir 

lyf,  535 

And  Cnstance  hath  so  longe  sojourned 

there, 
In  orisons,  with  many  a  bitter  tere, 
Til  Jesu  hath  converted  thnrgh  his  g^ce 
Dame  Hermengild,  constablesse  of  that 

place.  (441)  539 

In  al  that  lond  no  Cristen  dnrste  route, 
Alle  Cristen  folk  ben  fled  fro  that  contree 
Thurgh    payens,    that    conquereden    al 

aboute 
The  plages  of  the  North,  by  land  and  see ; 
To  Walis  fled  the  Cristianitee 
Of  olde  Britons,  dwellinge  in  this  yle ;  545 
Ther  was  hir  refut  for  the  mene  whyle. 

But  yet  nere  Cristen  Britons  so  exyled  (449) 
That  ther  nere  somme  that  in  hir  privetee 
Honoured  Crist,  and  hethen  folk  bigyled ; 
And  ny  the  castel  swiche  ther  dwelten 

three.  550 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blind,  and  mighte 

nat  see 
But  it  were  with  thilke  y6n  of  his  minde, 
With  whiche  men  seen,  after  that  they 

ben  blinde. 

Bright  was  the  sonne  as  in  that  someres 
day,  554 

For  which  the  constable  and  his  wyf  also 
And  Custance  han  y-take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  furlong  wey  or  two, 
To  pleyen  and  to  romen  to  and  fro ;  (460) 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blinde  man  they 
mette  559 

Croked  and  old,  with  ySn  faste  y-shette. 

*In  name  of  Crist,'  cryde  this   blinde 

Britoun, 
'Dame  Hermengild,   yif  me  my  sighte 

agayn.' 
This  lady  wex  aifrayed  of  the  soun, 
Lest  that  hir  housbond,   shortly  for  to 

sayn, 
Wolde  hir  for  Jesu  Cristes  love  han  slayn, 


Til  Custance  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  hir 

werche  566 

The  wil  of  Crist,  as  doghtdr  of  his  chirche. 

The  constable  wex  abasshed  of  that  sight, 
And  seyde, '  what  amountetKal  this  fare  ? ' 
Custance  answerde,   'sire,  it  is  Cristes 
might,  (47a)  570 

That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  fcendes  snare.' 
And  so  ferforth  she  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  tliat  it  were  eve, 
Converted,  and  on  Crist  made  him  bileve. 

This  constable  was  no-thing  lord  of  this 
place  (477)  575 

Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond. 
But  kepte  it  strongly,  many  wintres  space. 
Under  AUa,  king  of  al  Northumberlond, 
That  was  ful  wys,  and  worthy  of  his  bond 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here. 
But  tume  I.wol  agayn  to  my  matere.  581 

Sathan,  that  ever  us  waiteth  to  bigyle, 
Saugh  of  Custance  al  hir  pcrfeccioun, 
And  caste  anon  how  he  mighte  quyte  hir 

whyle, 
And  made  a  yong  knight,  that  dweUe  in 

that  toun,  585 

Love  hir  so  hote,  of  foul  aifeccioun. 
That  verraily  him  thoughte  he  shulde 

spille  (489) 

But  he  of  hir  mighte  ones  have  his  wille. 

He  woweth  hir,  but  it  availleth  noght. 
She  wolde  do  no  sinne,  by  no  weye ;     590 
And,  for  despyt,   he  compassed   in  his 

thoght 
To  maken  hir  on  shamful  deth  to  deye. 
He  wayteth  whan  the  constable  was  aweye, 
And  prively,  up-on  a  night,  he  crepte  594 
In  Hermengildes  chambre  whyl  she  slepte. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  her  orisouns, 
Slepeth  Custance,  and  Hermengild  also. 
This  knight,  thurgh  Sathanas  tempta- 

ciouns,  (jSPo) 

Al  softely  is  to  the  bed  y-go, 
And  kitte  the  throte  of  Hermengild  a-two, 
And    leyde    the    blody    knjrf   by    dame 

Custance,  601 

And  wente  his  wey,  ther  god  yeve  him 

meschanoe! 
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Sone  after  oomth  this  constable  lioom 

agayn, 
And  eek  Alia,  that  kmg  was  of  that  lond, 
And  sangh  his  wyf  despitously  y-slayn,  605 
For  which  fVil  ofbe  he  weep  and  wrong  his 

hondf 
And  in  the  bed  the  blodj  knyf  he  fond 
By  dame  distance ;  alias !  what  mighte 

she  seye  ?  (510) 

For  verray  wo  hir  wit  was  al  aweye. 

To  king  Alia  wai  told  al  this  mesohanoe, 
And  eek  the  tyme,  and  where,  and  in 
whatwyse  611 

That  in  a  ship  was  fonnden  dame  Custanoe, 
As  heer-bifom  that  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
The  kinges  herte  of  pitee  gan  agryse, 
Whan  he  sangh  so  benigne  a  creature  615 
Falle  in  disese  and  in  misaventnre. 

For  as  the  lomb  toward  his  deeth  is  broght. 
So  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  king ; 
This  false  knight  that  hath  this  tresoun 

wroght  (521) 

Berth  hir  on  hond  that  she  hath  doon 

this  thing.  620 

fBat    nathelees,    ther   was    [fnl]    greet 

mooming 
Among  the  peple,  and  seyn,  *  they  can  not 

gesse 
That  she  hath  doon  so  greet  a  wikked- 

nesse.  633 

For  they  han  seyn  hir  ever  so  vertnous, 
And  loving  Hermengild  right  as  her  ly£' 
Of  this  bar  witnesse  everich  in  that  hoos 
Save  he  that  Hermengild  slow  with  his 

knyf. 
This  gentil  king  hath  canght  a  gret  motyf 
Of  this  witnesse,  and  thoghte  he  wolde 

enquere  (531) 

Depper  in  this,  a  tronthe  for  to  lere.     630 

Alias !  Custance !  then  hast  no  championn, 
Ne  fighte  canstow  nought,  so  weylawey ! 
But  he,  that  starf  for  our  redempcioun 
And  bond  Sathan  (and  3rit  lyth  ther  he 

lay) 
So  be  thy  stronge  champioun  this  day !  635 
For,  but-if  Crist  open  miracle  kythe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  shalt  be  slayn  as 

swythe. 


She  sette  her  doun  on  knees,  and  thus 
she  sayde,  (540) 

*  Immortal  god,  that  savedest  Susanne 
Fro    false    blame,    and    thou,    mercifdl 

mayde,  640 

Mary  I  mene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne, 
Bifore  whos  child  aungeles  singe  Osanne, 
If  I  be  giltlees  of  this  felonye. 
My  socour  be,  for  elles  I  shal  dye ! '      644 

Have  ye  nat  seyn  som  tyme  a  pale  face, 
Among  a  prees,  of  him  that  hath  be  lad 
Toward  his  deeth,  wher-as  him  gat  no 

grace. 
And  swich  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men  mighte  knowe  his  face,  that  was 

bistad,  (551) 

Amonges  alle  the  faces  in  that  route  :  650 
So  stant  Custance,  and  loketh  hir  aboute. 

O  queues,  livinge  in  prosi)eritee. 
Duchesses,  and  ye  ladies  everichone, 
Haveth  som  routhe  on  hir  adversitee ; 
An  emperoures  doghter  stant  allone  ;  655 
She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 

mone. 
O  blood  royal,  that  stondest  in  this  drede, 
Fer  ben  thy  freendes  at  thy  grete  nede ! 

This  Alia  king  hath  swich  comiMMsioun, 
As  gentil  herte  is  fiilflld  of  pitee,  (563)  660 
That  from  his  yen  ran  the  water  doun. 

*  Now  hastily  do  fecche  a  book,*  quod  he, 

'  And  if  this  knight  wol  sweren  how  that 

she 
This  womman  slow,  yet  wole  we  us  avyse 
Whom  that  we  wole  that  shal  ben  our 

justyse/  665 

A  Briton  book,  writen  with  Evangyles, 
Was  fet,  and  on  this  book  he  swoor  anoon 
She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  mene  whyles 
A  hand  him  smoot  upon  the  nekke-boon. 
That  doun  he  iil  atones  as  a  stoon,  (57a)  6;o 
And  bothe  his  y6n  broste  out  of  his  face 
In  sight  of  every  body  in  that  place. 

A  vois  was  herd  in  general  audience, 
And    seyde,    'thou    hast    desolaundred 

giltelees 
The    doghter    of   holy  chirche    in    hey 

presence :  675 
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Thus  hasiou  doon,  and  yet  holde  I  my 

pees.' 
Of  this  mervaille  agast  was  al  the  prees ; 
As  zuased  folk  they  stoden  everichone,  (580) 
For  drede  of  wreche,  save  distance  allone. 

Greet  was  the  drede  and  eek  the  repent- 
ance 680 

Of  hem  that  hadden  wrong  snspeccioiin 

Upon  this  sely  innocent  Cnstance ; 

And,  for  this  miracle,  in  condnsionn. 

And  by  Cnstances  mediacionn, 

The  king,  and  many  another  in  that 
place,  685 

Converted  was,  thanked  be  Oristes  grace ! 

This  false  knight  wa0  slayn  for  his  un- 

tronthe 
By  jngement  of  Alia  hastifly ;  (590) 

And  yet  Cnstance  hadde  of  his  deeth  gret 

routhe. 
And  after  this  Jesus,  of  his  mercy,       690 
Made  Alia  wedden  fol  solempnely 
This  holy  mayden,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
And  thus  hath  Crist  y-maad   Cnstance 

a  quene. 

Bnt  who  was  woiiil,  if  I  shal  nat  lye. 
Of  this  wedding  bnt  Donegild,  and  na  mo, 
The  kinges  moder,  fdl  of  tirannye  ?  696 
Hir  thonghte  hir  cursed  herte  brast  a-two ; 
She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so ;  (600) 
Hir  thonghte  a  despit,  that  he  sholde  take 
So  strange  a  creature  un-to  his  make.  700 

Me  list  nat  of  the  ohaf  nor  of  the  stree 
Maken  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  royaltee 
At  manage,  or  which  cours  gooth  bifom, 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  fruit  of  every  tale  ia  for  to  seye ;    706 
They  ete,  and  drinke,  and  daunce,  and 
singe,  and  pleye. 

They  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right ;  (610) 

For,  thogh   that  wyves  been    fnl    holy 

thinges, 
They  moste  take  in  pacience  at  night  710 
Swich  maner  necessaries  as  been  plesinges 
To  folk  that  han  y-wedded  hem  with 
ringes, 


And  leye  a  lyte  hir  holinesse  asyde 
As  for  the  tyme ;  it  may  no  bet  bityde. 

On  hir  he  gat  a  knave-ohild  anoon,      715 
And  to  a  bishop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe,  whan  he  is  goon 
To  Scotland- ward,  his  fo-men  for  to  seke ; 
Now  faire  Cnstance^  that  ia  so  humble 

and  meke,  (621) 

So  longe  is  goon  with  ehilde,  til  that  stille 
She  halt  hir  chambre,  abyding  Cristes 

wille.  721 

The  l^me  is  come,  a  knave-child  she  ber ; 
Mauricius  at  the  font-stoon  they  him  calle ; 
This  constable  dooth  forth  come  a  mes- 

sager, 
And  wroot  un-to  his  king,  that  deped 

was  Alle,  735 

How  that  this  blisftd  tyding  is  bifalle, 
And  othere  tydings  speedftil  for  to  seye ; 
He  tak'th  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  weye.  (630) 

This  meflsager,  to  doon  his  avantage,    729 
Un-to  the  kinges  moder  rydeth  swythe, 
And  salneth  hir  ftd  fEure  in  his  langage, 
*  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  ye  may  be  glad  and 

blythe. 
And  thanke  god  an  hundred  thousand 

sythe; 
My  lady  quene  hath  child,  with-outen 

doute,  734 

To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regno  aboute. 

Lo,  heer  the  lettres  seled  of  this  thing, 
That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  haste  I  may; 
If  ye  wol  aught  un-to  your  sone  the  king, 
I  am  your  servant,  bothe  night  and  day.' 
Donegild  answerde,  *  as  now  at  this  tjone, 

nay ;  {64a)  740 

But  heer  al  night  I  wol  thou  take  thy 

reste, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  seye  thee  what  me  leste.' 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn. 
And  stolen  were  his  lettres  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  whyl  he  sleep  as  a  swyn  ; 
And  countrefeted  was  Ail  subtilly        746 
Another  lettre,  wroght  ful  sinfally, 
Un-to  the  king  direct  of  this  matere  (650) 
Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
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The  lettre  spak,  '  the  queen  delivered  was 
Of  so  horrible  a  feendly  creature,  751 

That  in  the  costel  noon  so  hardy  was 
That  any  whyle  dorste  ther  endnre. 
Tlie  moder  was  an  elf,  by  aventnre 
Y-come,  by  charmes  or  by  sorcerye,      755 
And  every  wight  hateth  hir  oompanye.* 

Wo  was  this  king  whan  he  this  lettre 
had  seyn,  (659) 

Bat  to  no  wighto  he  tolde  his  sorwes  sore, 
Br.t  of  his  owone  honde  he  wroot  ageyn, 
*  Welcome  the  sonde  of  Crist  for  evermore 
To  me,  that  am  now  lerned  in  his  lore ;  761 
Lord,    welcome    be   thy  lust    and    thy 

plesannce. 
My  Inst  I  putte  al  in  thyn  ordinaunce ! 

Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  fool  or  fair, 
And    eek    my    wyf,   nn-to    myn    hoom- 

oominge ;  765 

Crist,  whan  him  list,  may  sende  me  an 

heir 
More  agreable  than  this  to  my  lykinge.' 
This  lettre  he  seleth,  prively  wepinge,  (670) 
Which  to  the  messager  was  take  sone. 
And  forth  he  gooth ;  ther  is  na  more  to 

done.  770 

O  messager,  fulfild  of  dronkenesse, 
Strong  is  thybreeth,  thy  limes  faltren  ay. 
And  thou  biwreyest  alle  secreenesse. 
Thy  mind  is  lorn,  thon  janglest  as  a  jay, 
Thy  &ce  is  turned  in  a  newe  array !     775 
Ther  dronkenesse  regneth  in  any  route, 
Ther  is  no  conseil  hid,  with<oaten  doute. 

O  Donegild,  I  ne  have  noon  English  digne 
Un-to  thy  malice  and  thy  tirannye !  (681) 
And  therfor  to  the  feend  I  thee  resigne, 
Let  him  endyten  of  thy  traitorye  !        781 
£y,  mannish,  fy !  o  nay,  by  god,  I  lye, 
Fy,  feendly  spirit,  for  I  dar  wel  telle. 
Though  thou  heer  walke,  thy  spirit  is  in 
helle !  784 

This  messager  comth  fro  the  king  agajm. 
And  at  the  kinges  modres  court  he  lighte, 
And  she  was  of  this  messager  fill  fayn, 
And   plesed   him    in  al  that  over  she 

mighte.  (690) 

He  drank,  and  wel  his   girdel   under- 

pighte. 


He  slepeth,  and  he  snoreth  in  his  gyse  790 
Al  night,  fun-til  the  sonne  gan  aiyse. 

Efb  were  his  lettres  stolen  everichon 
And  oountrefeted  lettres  in  this  wyse  ; 
'  The  king  comandeth  his  constable  anon. 
Up  peyne  of  hanging,  and  on  heigh  jujrse. 
That  he  ne  sholde  suffren  in  no  wyse  796 
Cnstance  in-with  his  regne  for  t*abyde 
Thre  dayes  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde ;  (700) 

But  in  the  same  ship  as  he  hir  fond, 
Hir  and  hir  yonge  sone,  and  al  hir  gere, 
He  sholde  putte,  and  croude  hir  fro  the 

lond,  801 

And  charge  hir  that  she  never  eft  come 

there.* 
O  my  Custance,  wel  mi^  thy  goost  have 

fere 
And  sloping  in  thy  dreem  been  in  penance, 
When  Donegild  caste  al  this  ordinance ! 

This  messager  on  morwe,  whan  he  wook, 
Un-to  the  castel  halt  the  nexte  wey,  (709) 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lottre  took  ; 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  sey, 
Ful  ofbe  he  seyde  *  alias!'    and  'wey- 

lawey ! '  8iu 

^Lord  Crist,'  quod  he,    'how  may  this 

world  endure  ? 
So  fill  of  sinne  is  many  a  creature ! 

O  mighty  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
Sith  thou  art  rightful  juge,  how  may  it  l>o 
That  thou  wolt  suffren  innocents  to  spiUe, 
And  wikked  folk  regne  in  proeperitee?8t6 
O  good  Custance,  alias !  so  wo  is  me 
That  I  mot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  shames  deetii;    ther  is  noon  other 
weye ! '  (721) 

Wepen  bothe  yonge  and  olde  in  al  that 

place,  8ao 

Whan  that  the  king  this  cursed  lettre 

sente. 
And  Custance,  with  a  deedly  pale  face. 
The  ferthe  day  toward  hir  ship  she  wen  to. 
But  natheles  she  taketh  in  good  entente 
The  wille  of  Crist,  and,  kneling  on  the 

stronde,  825 

She  seyde,   '  lord !    ay  wel-com   be  thy 

sonde ! 
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He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  falM  blame 
Whyl  I  was  on  the  londe  amonges  yow, 
He  can  me  kepe  from  harme  and  eek  fro 
shame  (731) 

In  aalte  see,  al-thogh  I  see  nat  how.     830 
As  strong  as  ever  he  was,  he  is  yet  now. 
In  him  triste  I,  and  in  his  moder  dere, 
That  is  to  mo  my  seyl  and  eek  my  stere.' 

Hir  litel  child  lay  weping  in  hir  arm,  834 
And  kneling,  pitoosly  to  him  she  seyde* 
*Pees,  litel    sone,   I  wol    do    thee    non 

harm.* 
With  that  hir  korchef  of  hir  heed  she 

breyde, 
And  over  his  litel  srCn  she  it  leyde ;    (740) 
And  in  hir  arm  she  lalleth  it  fhl  faste, 
And  in-to  heven  hir  y6n  np  she  caste.  840 

*  Moder,'  quod  she',  ^and  mayde  bright, 

Marye, 
Sooth  is  that  thnrgh  wommannes  ogge- 

ment 
Mankind  was  lorn  and  damned  ay  to  dye, 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  croys  y- 

rent; 
Thy  blisfdl  yfin  sawe  al  his  torment ;    845 
Than  is  ther  no  comx>arisoan  bitwene 
Thy  wo  uid  any  wo  man  may  sostene. 

Thou  sawe  thy  child  y-slayn  bifor  thyn 

y«n,  (750) 

And  yet  now  liveth  my  litel  child,  parfay ! 
Now,  lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  woftil 

ciyCn,  850 

Thoa  glorie  of  wommanhede,  thou  faire 

may, 
Thoa  haven  of  refnt,  brighte  sterre  of  day, 
Rewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentillesse 
Bewest  on  every  rewfhl  in  distresse ! 

O  litel  chUd,  alias !  what  is  thy  gilt,  855 
That    never   wronghtest   sinne    as   yet, 

pardee. 
Why  wil  thyn  harde  fader  ban  thee  spilt? 
O  mercy,  dere  constable ! '  quod  she ;  (760) 
*As  lat  my  litel  child  dwello  heer  with 

thee; 
And  if  thou  darst  not  saven  him,  for 

blame,  860 

So  kis  him  ones  in  his  fadres  name ! ' 


Ther-with    she  loketh   bakward  to  the 

londe, 
And  seyde,   *far>wel,  honsbond  ronthe- 

lees!' 
And  np  she  rist,  and  walketh  doon  the 

stronde 
Toward  the  ship  ;  hir  folweth  al  tho  prees, 
And  ever  she  preyeth  hir  child  to  holdo 

his  pees ;  866 

And  taketh  hir  leve,  and  with  an  holy 

entente 
She  blesseth  hir;    and   in-to   ship    she 

wente.  (770) 

Vitailled  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drodc, 
Habondantly  for  hir,  ful  longe  space,  870 
And  other  necessaries  that  sholde  nede 
She  hadde  y-nogh,  heried  be  goddes  grace ! 
For  wind  and  weder  almighty  god  pur- 

chace, 
And  bringe  hir  hoom!   I  can  no  bettre 

seye ;  874 

But  in  the  see  she  dryveth  forth  hir  weye. 


Explicit  secimda 
Seqnitur  para  tercla. 

Alia  the  king  comth  hoom,  sone  after  this, 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde,  (779) 
And  axeth  wher  his  wyf  and  his  chUd  is. 
The  constable  gan  abonte  his  herte  colde. 
And  pleynly  al  the  manor  he  him  tolde  880 
As  ye  ban  herd,  I  can  telle  it  no  bettre. 
And  sheweth  the  king  his  seel  and  [eek] 
his  lettre, 

And  sejrde,  *•  lord,  as  ye  comannded  me 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  so  have  I  doon,  certein.' 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  he     885 
Moste  biknowe  and  tellen,  plat  and  plein. 
Fro  night  to  night,  in  what  place  he  had 

leyn. 
And  thns,  by  wit  and  subtil  enqueringe, 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm  gan 

springe.  (791) 

The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre  wroot, 
And  al  the  venim  of  this  cursed  dede,  891 
But  in  what  wyse,  certeinly  I  noot^ 
Th'effect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drede, 
His  moder  slow,  that  men  vaaj  pleinly 
rede, 
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For  that  she  tndtoar  was  to  hir  ligeaonce. 

Thus  endeth  olde  Donegild  with    xnes- 

channoa.  896 

The  sorwe  that  this  Alia,  night  and  day, 
Maketh  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  child  also, 
Ther  is  no  tonge  that  it  telle  nii|y.      (801) 
Bnt  now  wol  I  nn-to  Gnstance  go,         900 
That  fleteth  in  the  see,  in  peyne  and  wo, 
Fyye  yeer  and   more,   as  lyked  Cristee 

sonde, 
£r  that  hir  ship  approohed  on-to  londe. 

Under  an  hethen  oastel,  atte  laste, 

Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  noght 

I  flnde,  90s 

distance  and  eek  hir  child  the  see  up- 

caste. 
Almighty  god,  that  saveth  al  mankinde. 
Have  on  Custanoe  and  on  hir  child  som 

minde,  (810) 

That  fallen  is  in  hethen  land  eft-sone,909 
In  point  to  spille,  as  I  shal  telle  yow  sone. 

Doon  from  the  castel  comth  ther  many 

a  wight 
To  ganren  on  this  ship  and  on  Costance. 
Bat  shortly,  from  the  castel,  on  a  night. 
The  lordes  styward — god  yeve  him  me»- 

ohaonce !—  914 

A  theef,  that  had  reneyed  our  creannce. 
Com  in<^  ship  allone,  and  seyde  he  sholde 
Hir  lemman  be,  wher^o  she  wolde  or 

nolde.  (819) 

Wo  was  this  wrecched  womman  tho  bigon, 
Hir  child  cryde,  and  she  oryde  pitonsly ; 
Bnt  blisfnl  Marie  heelp  hir  right  anon ; 
For  with  hir  stmgling  wel  and  mightily 
The  theef  fll  over  bord  al  sodeinly,        gaa 
And  in  the  see  he  dr^ynte  for  vengeance ; 
And  thns  hath  Crist  nnwemmed  kept 

distance. 

Anctor. 
O  foule  lost  of  Inznrie  !  lo,  thyn  ende ! 
Nat    only   that    thon    feyntest    mannes 

minde,  936 

Bnt  verraily  thou  wolt  his  body  shende ; 
Th'ende  of  thy  werk  or  of  thy  Instes 

blinde  (850) 

Is  complejming,  how  many-oon  may  men 

iinde 


That  noght  for  werk  som-tyme,  bat  for 
th 'entente  930 

To  doon  this  sinne,  ben  oather  sleyn  or 
shente! 

How  may  this  wayke  womman  han  this 

strengthe 
E[ir  to  defende  agayn  this  renegat  ? 
O  GK>lias,  onmesorable  of  lengthe. 
How  mighte  David  make  thee  so  mat,  935 
So  yong  and  of  armore  so  desolat  ? 
How  dcnvte  he  loke  np-on  thy  dredfiil  face? 
Wel  mi^  men  seen,  it  nas  bat  goddes 

grace !  (840) 

Who  yaf  Jadith  corage  or  hardinease 
To  sleen  him,  Olofemns,  in  his  tente,  940 
And  to  deliveren  ont  of  wrecohednesse 
The  peple  of  god  ?  I  seye,  for  this  entente, 
That,  right  as  god  spirit  of  vigoor  sente 
To  hem,  and  saved  hem  ont  of  meschance. 
So  sente  he  might  and  vigoor  to  distance. 

Forth  goth  hir  ship  thorgh-oat  the  narwe 
month  946 

Of  Jnbaltar  and  Septe,  diyving  ay, 
Som-f^me  West,  som-tyme   North    and 
Sonth,  (850) 

And  som-tyme  Est,  iol    many  a  wery 

day. 
Til  Cristes  moder  (blessed  be  she  ay !)  950 
Hath  shapen,  thnrgh  hir  endelees  good- 


To  make  an  ende  of  al  hir  hevinesse. 

Kow  lat  OS  stinte  of  Costance  bat  a  throwe, 
And  speke  we  of  the  Bomain  Emperoor, 
That  oat  of  Sorrie  hath  by  lettres  knowe 
The  slaoghtre  of  Oristen  fc^  and  dis- 

honoor  956 

Don  to  his  doghter  hy  a  fals  traitoor, 
I  mene  the  onrsed  wikked  sowdanesse, 
That  at  the  feste  leet  sleen  both  more  and 

lease.  (861) 

For  which  this  emperoor  hath  sent  anoon 
His  senatoor,  with  royal  ordinance,     961 
And  others  lordes,  got  wot,  many  oon, 
On  Sorriens  to  taken  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brennen,  sleen,  and  bringe  hem  to 
meschance 
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Ful  Taany  a  day;  but  shortly,  this  is 
the  ende,  965 

Homword  to  Borne  th^shapen  hem  to 
wende. 

This  senatour  repaireth  with  victorie 
To  Romo-ward,  sayling  fill  royally,     (870) 
And  mette  the  ship  dryving,  as  seith  the 

storie, 
In  which  distance  sit  ful  pitously.       970 
No-thing  ne  knew  he  what  she  was,  ne 

why 
She  was  in  swich  array ;  ne  she  nil  seyo 
Of  hir  estaat,  althogh  she  sholde  deye. 

He  bringeth  hir  to  Borne,  and  to  his  wyf 
He  yaf  hir,  and  hir  yonge  sone  also  ;    975 
And  with  the  senatour  she  ladde  her  13^. 
Thus  can  our  lady  brlngen  out  of  wo  (879) 
Wofiil  Custance,  and  many  another  mo. 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place, 
In  holy  werkes  ever,  as  was  hir  grace.  980 

The  senatoures  wyf  hir  aunte  was, 

But  for  al  that  she  knew  hir  never  the 

more; 
I  wot  no  lenger  tarien  in  this  cas, 
But  to  king  Alio,  which  I  spak  of  yore. 
That  for    his   wyf   wepeth  and    syketh 

sore,  985 

I  wol  retoume,  and  lete  I  wol  Custance 
Under  the  senatoures  governance. 

King  Alia,  which  that  hadde  his  moder 
slayn,  (890) 

Upon  a  day  fll  in  swich  repentance. 
That,  if  I  shortly  tellen  shal  and  plain,  990 
To    Borne    he    comth,  to    rec^yven    his 

penance; 
And  putte  him  in  the  popes  ordinance 
In  heigh  and  low,  and  Jesu  Crist  bisoghte 
Foryeve    his    wikkcd    werkes    that    he 
wroghte.  994 

The  fame  anon  thurgh  Rome  toun  is  bom. 
How  Alia  king  shal  come  in  pilgrimage, 
By  herbergeours  that  wenten  him  bifom ; 
For  which  the  senatour,  as  was  usage,  (900) 
Bood  him  ageyn,  and  many  of  his  linage. 
As  wel  to  shewen  his  heighe  magnificence 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence.  1001 


Greet  chere  dooth  this  noble  senatour 
To  king  Alia,  and  he  to  him  also ; 
Everich  of  hem  doth  other  greet  hanonr ; 
And  so  bifel  that,  in  a  day  or  two,       1005 
This  senatour  is  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Custances  sone  wente  in  his  companye. 

Som    men  wolde    seyn,  at    requoste   of 
Custance,  (911) 

This  senatour  hath  lad  this  child  to  feste ; 
I  may  nat  tellen  every  circumstance,  101  x 
Be  as  be  may,  ther  was  he  at  the  leste. 
But  soth  is  this,  that,  at  his  modres  heste, 
Bifom  Alia,  during  the  metes  space. 
The  child  stood,  loking  in  the  kinges  face. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  greet 

wonder,  1016 

And  to  the  senatour  he  seyde  anon, 
'  Whos  is  that  faire  child  that  stondeth 

jronder  ? '  (930) 

'  I  noot,'  quod  he,  ^  by  god,  and  by  seint 

John !  1019 

A  moder  he  hath,  but  fader  hath  he  non 
That  I  of  woot  * — ^but  shortly,  in  a  stounde. 
He  tolde  Alia  how  that  this  child  was 

founde. 

*  But  god  wot,*  quod  this  senatour  also, 

*  So  vertuous  a  livere  in  my  lyf,  1024 
Ke  saugh  I  never  as  she,  ne  herde  of  mo 
Of  worldly  wommen,  mayden,  nor  of  wyf ; 
I  dar  wel  seyn  hir  hadde  lever  a  kn3rf 
Thurgh-ont  her  breste,  than  been  a  wom- 

man  wikke ;  (930) 

Ther  is  no  man  coude  bringe  hir  to  that 
prikke.' 

Now  was  this  child  as  lyk  un-to  Custance 
Ab  jyoasible  is  a  creature  to  be.  1031 

This  Alia  hath  the  face  in  remembrance 
Of  dame  Custance,  and  ther-on  mused  he 
If  that  the  childes  moder  were  aught  she 
That  was  his  wyf,  and  prively  he  sighte. 
And  spedde  him  fro  the  table  that  he 
mighte.  1036 

'  Parfay,*  thoghte  he,  *  fantome  is  in  myn 

heed! 
I  oghte  deme,  of  skilful  jugement,      (5^40) 
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That  in  the  salte  see  my  wyf  is  deed.' 
And  afterward  he  made  his  argument — 
'  What  woot  I,  if  that  Crist  have  hider 

yHMnt  1041 

My  wyf  by  see,  as  wel  as  he  hir  sente 
To   my  contree    fro    thennes   that  she 

"wente?* 

And,  after  noon,  hoom  with  the  senatour 
Goth  Alia,  for  to  seen  this  wonder  chaonoe. 
This  senatour  dooth  Alia  greet  honour, 
And  hastifly  he  sente  after  Custaunoe. 
Bnt  tmsteth  weel,  hir  liste  nat  to  daunoe 
Whan  that  she  wiste  wherefor  was  that 
sonde.  (951)  1049 

Unnethe  up-on  hir  feet  she  mighte  stonde. 

When  Alia  saugh  his  wyf,  £Gkire  he  hir 

grette. 
And  weep,  that  it  was  ronthe  for  to  see. 
For  at  the  firste  look  he  on  hir  sette 
He  knew  wel  verraily  that  it  was  she. 
And  she  for  sorwe  as  domb  stant  as  a  tree ; 
So  was  hir  herte  shet  in  hir  distresse  1056 
Whan  she  remembred  his  unkindenesse. 

TwyCs  she  swowned  in  his  owne  sighte ; 
He  weep,  and  him  excoseth  pitoosly : — 
*  Now  god,'  qnod  he,  '  and  alle  his  halwes 
brighte  (96a)  1060 

So  wisly  on  my  sonle  as  have  mercy, 
That  of  your  harm  as  giltelees  am  I 
As  is  Manrice  my  sone  so  lyk  yonr  face ; 
EUesthefeend  mefeoche  out  of  this  place ! ' 

Long  was  the  sobbing  and  the  bitter  peyne 
£r  that  hir  wofnl  hertes  mighte  cesse  ; 
Greet  was  the  pitee  for  to  here  hem  pleyne, 
Thorgh  whicho  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  en- 
cresse.  (970) 

I  prey  yow  al  my  labour  to  relesse  ; 
I  may  nat  telle  hir  wo  un-til  tomorwe,  1070 
I  am  so  wery  for  to  iQ>eke  of  sorwe. 

But  fynally,  when  that  the  sooth  is  wist 
That  Alia  giltelees  was  of  hir  wo, 
I  trowo  an  hundred  tymes  been  they  kist, 
And  swich  a  blisse  is  ther  bitwix  hem  two 
That,  save  the  joye  that  lasteth  evermo, 
Ther  is  non  lyk,  that  any  creature       IU77 
Hath  seyn  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world 
may  dure.  (980) 


Tho  preyde  she  hir  housbond  mekely. 
In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne,        loSo 
That  he  wold  preye  hir  fader  specially 
That,  of  his  magestee,  he  wolde  enclyne 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  with  him  to  dyne ; 
She  preyde  him  eek,  he  sholde  by  no  weye 
Un-to  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir  seye.   1085 

Som  men  wold  seyn,  how  that  the  child 

Maurice 
Doth  this  message  un-to  this  emperour  ; 
But,  as  I  gesse.  Alia  was  nat  so  nyce  (990) 
To  him,  that  was  of  so  sovereyn  honour 
As  he  that  is  of  Cristen  folk  the  flour,  1090 
Sente  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 
He  wente  him-self,  and  so  itnmy  wel  seme. 

This  emperour  hath  graunted  gentiUy 
To  come  to  diner,  as  he  him  bisoghte  ; 
And  wel  rede  I,  he  loked  bisily  1095 

Up-on  this  child,  and    on  his   doghter 

thoghte. 
Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and,  as  him  oghte, 
Arrayed  for  this  feste  in  every  wyse  (looa) 
As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  suffyse. 

The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  him  dresse, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  this  emperour  to  mete ; 
And  forth  they  ryde  in  joye  and  in  glad- 

nesse.  iioa 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  £Euler  in  the  strete, 
She  lighte  doun,  and  falleth  him  to  fete. 
'Fader,'  quod  she,    'your   yonge    child 

Custance  1105 

Is  now  fill  dene  out  of  your  remembrance. 

I  am  your  doghter  CAstano^,*  quod  she, 
'  That  whylom  ye  han  sent  un-to  Surrye. 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  the  salte  see  (loii) 
Was  put  allone  and  dampned  for  to  dye. 
Now,  gode  fader,  mercy  I  yow  ciye,     im 
Send  me  namore  un-to  non  hethenesse. 
But  thonketh  my  lord  heer  of  his  kinde- 
nesse.' 

Who  can  the  pitous  joye  tellen  al 
Bitwix  hem  three,   sin   they  ben  thus 
y-mette?  1115 

But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal ; 
The  day  goth  fitste,  I  wol  no  lenger  lette. 
This  glade  folk  to  diner  they  hem  sette  ; 
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In  joye  and  bline  at  mete  I  lete  hem 

dwelle  (luai)  11 19 

A  thousand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  telle. 

ThiB  child  Manrice  was  sithen  emperonr 
Maad  by  the  pope,  and  lived  Cristenly. 
To  CristeB  chirche  he  dide  greet  honour ; 
But  I  lete  al  his  storie  passen  by, 
Of  Custance  is  ray  tale  specially.  1 125 

In  olde  Bomayn  gestes  may  men  finde 
Maurices  lyf ;  I  here  it  noght  in  minde. 

This  king  Alia,  whan  he  his  tyme  sey,  (1030) 
With  his  Custance,  his  holy  -wyf  so  swete, 
To  Engelond  been  they  come  the  righte 

wey,  1130 

Wher-as  they  live  in  joye  and  in  quiete. 
But  litel  whyl  it  lasteth,  I  yow  hete, 
Joye  of  this  world,  for  tyme  wol  nat 

abyde ; 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lived  ever  in  SMrich  delyt  o  day  1135 
That  him  ne  moeved  outher  conscience. 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kin  aifray,  (1039) 
Envye,  or  pryde,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  sentence, 
That  litel  whyl  in  joye  or  in  plesance  1140 
Lasteth  the  blisse  of  Alia  with  Custance. 


For  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and  low 

his  rente. 
When  passed  was  a  yeer,  even  as  I  gesse. 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  Alia  he  hente. 
For  whom  Custance  hath  ful  gret  hevi- 

nesse.  1 145 

Kow  lat  us  preyen  god  his  soule  blesse ! 
And  dame  Custance,  fjmally  to  seye. 
Towards  the  toun  of  Rome  gooth  hir  weye. 

To  Home  is  come  this  holy  creature,  (1051) 
And  fyndeth  ther  hir  frendes  hole  and 

sounde :  2150 

Now  is  she  scaped  al  hir  aventure ; 
And  whan  that  she  hir  fader  hath  y-founde, 
Doun  on  hir  knete  fsJleth  she  to  grounde ; 
Weping  for  tendrenesse  in  herte  blythe, 
She  herieth  god  an  hundred  thousand 

^ythe.  1155 

In  vertu  and  in  holy  almes-dede  (1058) 
They  liven  alle,  and  never  aHBonder  wende  ; 
Til  deeth  departed  hem,  this  lyf  they  lede. 
And  fjBureth  now  weel,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jesu  Crist,  that  of  his  might  may 

sende  1 160 

Joye  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his  grace. 
And  kepe  us  aUe  that  ben  in  this  place ! 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Man  of  Lawe ;  and  next  folweth  the 

Shipmannes  Prolog. 

***  For  L  5583  in  l^yrwhitt's  Text,  #00  Group  D,  1.  i. 
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THE    SHIPMAN'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  bigixmeth  the  Shipmaxmes  Prolog. 
•»*  In  Tyrwhitt's  text,  IL  12903-12924. 


Our    hoste    np-on    hifi     stiropes    stood 
anon, 

And  Beyde,  *  good  men,  herkneth  everich 
on; 

This  was  a  thrifty  tale  for  the  nones  !  1165 

Sir  parish  prest,'  qnod  he,   'for  goddes 
hones, 

Tel  us  a  tale,  as  was  thy  forward  yore. 

I  see  wel  that  ye  lemed  men  in  lore 

Can  moche  good,  by  goddes  digniteo  !  * 
The  Personehimanswerde, '  ben'cite !  1170 

What   eyleth  the    man,    so    sinfiilly  to 
swere?' 
Our  hoste  answerde,  '  O  Jankin,  be  ye 
there?  (10) 

I  smelle  a  lollor  in  the  wind,'  quod  he. 

'  How !  good  men,*  quod  onr  hoste,  '  herk- 
neth me ; 


Abydeth,  for  goddes  digne  passionn,  11 75 
For  we  shal  han  a  predicacionn  ; 
This  loUer  heer  wil  prechen  us  som-what.* 
'  Nay,  by  my  fader  soule !  that  shal  be 

nat,' 
Soyde  the  Shipman ;  *  heer  he  shal  nat 

preche. 
He  shal  no  gospel  glosen  heer  ne  teche.  1 180 
We  leve  alle  in  the  grete  god,'  quod  he, 
'  He  wolde  sowen  som  difficultee,  (20) 

Or  springen  cokkel  in  our  clene  com  ; 
And  theHbr,  hoste,  I  wame  thee  bifom, 
My  joly  body  shal  a  tale  telle,  11 85 

And  I  shal  clinken  yow  so  mery  a  belle. 
That  I  shal  waken  al  this  companye ; 
But  it  shal  nat  ben  of  philosophye, 
Ne  fphysiceSf  ne  termes  queinto  of  lawe  ; 
Ther  is  but  litel  Latin  in  my  mawe.'  1190 


Here  endeth  the  Shipman  his  Prolog. 


THE    SHIPMANNES    TALE. 


Here  blglnneth  the  Shlpmannes  Tale. 


A  Marcuamt  whylom  dwelled  at  Seint 

Denys, 
That  riche  was,  for  which  men  helde  him 

wys; 
A  wyf  he  hadde  of  excellent  beautee. 
And  compaignable  and  revelous  was  she. 
Which   is  a    thing    that   oauseth  more 

dispence  1195 

Than  worth  is  al  the  chere  and  reverence 
That  men  hem  doon  at  festes  and  at 

daunces ; 
Swiohe  salutaciouns  and  contenannces 
Fassen  as  dooth  a  shadwe  up-on  the  waL 


But  wo  is  him  that  payen  moot  for  al ;  laou 
The  sely  housbond,  algate  he  mot  paye ; 
He    moot    us  clothe,  and  he    moot   us 
arraye,  (12) 

Al  for  his  owene  worship  richely, 
In  which  array  we  daunoe  jolily.        1204 
And  if  that  he  noght  may,  par-aventure. 
Or  elles,  list  no  swich  dispence  endure, 
But  thihketh  it  is  wasted  and  y-lost, 
Than  moot  another  jMkyen  for  our  cost. 
Or  lene  us  gold,  and  that  is  perilous. 
This  noble  Marohant  heeld  a  worthy 
hons,  (20)  1210 


T.  12951-130.18.] 


Z^t  $^tpmanne6  ZdU. 


493 


For  -which  he  hadde  aXday  bo  greet  repair 
For  his  hurgesse,  and  for  his  wyf  was  fair, 
That  wonder  is  ;  but  herkneth  to  my  tale. 
Amonges  alle  his  gestes,  grete  and  smale, 
Ther  was  a  monk,  a  fair  man  and  a  bold, 
I  trowe  of  thritty  -winter  he  was  old,  1216 
That  ever  in  oon  was  drawing  to  that  place. 
This  yonge  monk,  that  -was  so  fair  of  face, 
Aqueinted  -was  so  with  the  gode  man, 
Sith  that  hir  firste  knoweliche  bigan,  1220 
That  in  his  hons  as  famnlier  "was  he  (31) 
As  it  possible  is  any  freend  to  be. 

And  for  as  mnchel  as  this  gode  man 
And  eek  this  monk,  of -which  that  I  bigan, 
Were  bothe  two  y-bom  in  o  village,    1225 
The  monk  him  claimeth  as  for  oosinage ; 
And  he  again,  he  seith  nat  ones  nay, 
But  -was  as  glad  ther-of  as  fo-wel  of  day ; 
For  to  his  herte  it  -was  a  greet  plesaunce. 
Tlins  been  they  knit  with  cteme  alliaonce. 
And  ech  of  hem  gan  other  for  t'assure  i2$i 
Of  bretherhede,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dure,  (4a) 

Free  -was  daun  John,  and  xuunely  of 
dispenoe, 
As  in  that  hons ;  and  fol  of  diligence  1254 
To  doon  plesannoe,  and  also  greet  costage. 
He  noght  forgat  to  yeve  the  leeste  page 
In  al  that  hous ;  bnt,  after  hir  degree, 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  sitthe  al  his  meynee, 
When  that  he  cam,  som  manor  honest 
thing ;  1239 

For  which  they  wore  as  glad  of  his  coming 
As  fowel  is  fayn,  -whan  that  the  sonne 
np-ryseth.  (51) 

Xa  more  of  this  as  now,  for  it  suffyseth. 
But  so  bifel,  this  marohant  on  a  day 
Shoop  him  to  make  redy  his  array 
Toward  the  tonnofBmgges  for  to  fare,  1245 
To  byen  ther  a  porcioun  of  ware ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Paris  sent  anon 
A  mossager,  and  preyed  hath  dann  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys  to 
pleye  1349 

With  him  and  with  his  wyf  aday  or  t-weye, 
£r  he  to  Bmgges  wente,  in  alle  -wyse.  (61) 
This  noble  monk,  of -which  I  yow  devyse, 
Hath  of  his  abbot,  as  him  list,  lioenoe, 
By-cause  he  was  a  man  of  heigh  prudence, 
And  eek  an  officer,  out  for  to  ryde,  1255 
To  seen  hir  graunges  and  hir  hemes  -wyde ; 


And  un-to  Seint  Denys  he  comth  anon. 
Who  -was  so  -welcome  as  my  lord  daun 

John, 
Our  dero  cosin,  fVil  of  ourteisye  ?  1259 

With  him  broghtehe  a  jubbe  of  Halvesyd, 
And  eek  another,  fill  of  fyn  Vemage,  (71) 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  -was  his  usage. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drinke  and 

pleye. 
This  marchant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 

tweye. 
The  thridde  day,  this  marohant    up 

aryseth,  1^65 

And  on  his  nedes  sadly  him  avyseth, 
And  up  in-to  his  countour-hous  goth  he 
To  rekene  -with  him-self,  as  "wel  may  be. 
Of  thilke  yeer,  how  that  it  -with  him  stood. 
And  how  that  he  desponded  hadde  his 

good ;  1270 

And  if  that  he  encressed  were  or  noon.  (81) 
His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  oon 
He  leith  bifom  him  on  his  counting-bord  ; 
Ful  riche  was  his  trosor  and  his  hord. 
For  which  Ail  faste  his  oountour-dore  he 

shetto ;  1375 

And  eek  he  nolde  that  no  man  sholdo  him 

lotto 
Of  his  accountes,  for  the  mene  tyme  ; 
And  thus  ho  sit  til  it  was  passed  pryme. 

Daun  John  was  risen  in  tho  morwo  also, 
And  in  the  gardin  -walkoth  to  and  fro,  1280 
And  hath  his  thinges  seyd  ful  curtoisly. 

This  gode  -wyf  cam  walking  prively  (92) 
In-to  the  gardin,  ther  ho  walketli  softe, 
And  him  salewoth,  as  she  hath  don  ofte. 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hir  companye,  1285 
Which  as  hir  list  she  maygovomoand  gyo. 
For  yet  under  tho  yerde  was  the  mayde. 

*  O  dere  cosin  mjm,  daun  John,*  she  sayde, 

*  What  ©yloth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  ryso  ? ' 

*  Nece,*  quod  ho,  '  it  oghto  y-nough  sufTyse 
"Fyve  honros  for  to  slope  ui>-on  anight,  (101) 
But  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wight. 
As  been  thise  wedded  men,  that  lye  and 

dare 
As  in  a  forme  sit  a  wory  hare. 
Were  al  for-«traught  -with  houndos  grete 

and  smalo.  1295 

But  dere  nece,  why  be  ye  so  pale  ? 
I  trowe  certes  that  our  gode  man        (107) 
Hath  yo-w  laboured  sith  the  night  bigan, 
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That yowwerenedetoresten hastily?'  laop 
And  with  that  wprd  he  loagh  ful  merily, 
And  of  his  owene  thought  he  wex  al  reed. 
This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shake  hir  heed, 
And  Myde  thus,  *  ye,  god  wot  al,*  qnod  she  ; 
^  Nay,  oosin  myn,  it  stant  nat  so  with  me. 
For,  by  that  god  that  yaf  me  soule  and  lyf, 
In  al  the  reme  of  France  is  ther  no  wyf  1306 
That  lasse  lost  hath  to  that  sory  pley. 
For  I  may  singe  "  alias  "  and  "  weykiwey, 
That  I  was  bom,"  but  to  no  wight,*  qnod  she, 
'  Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stcmt  with  me. 
Wherfore  I  thinke  out  of  this  land  to 

wende,  •         (i»i)  13" 

Or  elles  of  my-self  to  make  an  ende. 
So  ful  am  I  of  drede  and  eek  of  care.'    * 
This  monk  bigan  ui)-on  this  wyf  to  stare. 
And  seyde,  *  alias,  my  nece,  god  forbede 
That  ye,  for  any  sorwe  or  any  drede,  1316 
Fordo  your-self ;  but  telleth  me  your  grief ; 
Paraventure  I  may,  in  your  meschief, 
Conseille  or  helpe,  and  therfore  telleth  me 
Al  your  anoy,  for  it  shal  been  secree ;  1320 
For  on  my  porthors  here  I  make  an  00th, 
That  never  in  my  lyf,  forlief  nelooth,  (13a) 
Ke  shal  I  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye.' 
*The  same  agayn  to  yow,'  quod  she, 

*  I  seye ;  1324 

By  god  and  by  this  porthors,  I  yow  swere, 
Though  men  me  wolde  al  in-to  peces  tere, 
Ne  shal  I  never,  for  to  goon  to  hello, 
Biwreye  a  word  of  thing  that  ye  me  telle, 
Nat  for  no  cosinage  ne  alliance. 
But  vexraily,  for  love  and  afflanoe.*  1330 
Thus  been  they  Bw<nm,  and  heer-upon  they 

kiste,  (141) 

And  ech  of  hem  tolde  other  what  hemliste. 

*Ck>sin,'  quod   she,  'if  that   I  hadde 

a  space, 
As  I  have  noon,  and  namely  in  this  place. 
Than  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my  lyf,  1335 
Wliat  I  have  sufficed  sith  I  was  a  wyf 
With  mynhousbonde,  al  beheyour  co^yn.' 
*  Nay,*  quod  this  monk,  *  by  god  and  seint 

Martyn, 
He  is  na  more  oosin  un-to  me  1339 

Tlian  is  this  leef  that  hangeth  on  the  tree ! 
I  clepe  him  so,  by  Seint  Denys  of  Frannce, 
To  have  the  more  cause  of  aqueintaunce 
Of  yow,  which  I  have  loved  specially  (153) 
Aboven  alle  wommen  sikerly ; 


This  swere  I  yow  on  my  professioun.  1345 
Telleth  your  grief,  lest  that  he  come  adoun. 
And  hasteth  yow,  and  gooth  your  wey 

anon.' 
'  My  dere  love,*  quod  she,  '  o  my  dann 

John,  (158) 

Ful  lief  were  me  this  oonseU  for  to  hyde, 
But  out  it  moot,  I  may  namore  abyde.  1350 
Myn  housbond  is  to  me  the  worste  man 
That  ever  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
But  sith  I  am  a  wyf,  it  sit  nat  me 
To  tellenno  wight  of  our  privetee,      1354 
Neither  a-bedde,  ne  in  non  other  place ; 
GK)d  shilde  I  sholde  it  tellen,  for  his  grace ! 
A  W3rf  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 
But  al  honour,  as  I  can  understonde ; 
Save  un-to  yow  thus    muche    I    tellen 

shal; 
As  help  me  god,  he  is  noght  worth  at  al  1360 
In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flye.  (171) 

But  yet  me  greveth  most  his  nigardye  ,* 
And  wel  ye  woot  that  wommen  naturelly 
Desyren  thinges  sixe,  as  wel  as  I.        1364 
They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde  be 
Hardy,  and  wyse,  and  riche,  and  thor-to 

free. 
And  buxom  to  his  wyf,  and  fresh  a-bedde. 
But,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  for  us  bledde. 
For  his  honour,  my-self  for  to  arrays, 
A  Sonday  next,  I  moste  nodes  paye     1370 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  elles  am  I  lorn. 
Yet  were  me  lever  that  I  were  unborn  (183) 
Than  me  were  doon  a  sdaundre  or  vil- 

einye; 
And  if  myn  housbond  eek  it  mighte  espye, 
I  nere  but  lost,  and  therfore  I  yow  preye 
Lene  me  this  somme,  or  elles  moot  I 

deye.  1376 

Daun  John,  I  seye,  lene  me  thise  hundred 

frankes ; 
Pardee,  I  wol  nat  faille  yow  my  thankes, 
If  that  yow  list  to  doon  that  I  yow  praye. 
For  at  a  certein  day  I  wol  yow  paye,    1380 
And  doon  to  yow    what   plesance  and 

servyoe  (191) 

That  I  may  doon,  right  as  yow  list  devyse. 

And  but  I  do,  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  as  ever  had  Geniloun  of  France ! ' 

This  gentil  monk   answerde    in   this 

manere ;  1385 

'  Now,  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere. 
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I  have,'  quod  he,  *■  on  yow  so  greet  a  ronthe. 
That  I  yow  swere  and  plighte  yow  my 

tronthe, 
That  whan  your  honsbond  is  to  Flanndres 

fare, 
I  wol  delivere  yow  out  of  this  care ;     1390 
For  I  wol  bringe  yow  an  hundred  frankes.' 
And  with  that  word  he  canghte  hir  by  the 

flankes,  (aoa) 

And  hir  embraceth  harde,  and  kiste  hir 

ofle. 
*  Gk>th  now  your  wey,'  quod  he,  *  al  stille 

and  sofbe, 
And  lat  us  dyne  as  sone  as  that  ye  mtty ; 
For  by  my  chilindre  it  ispiymeof  day.  1396 
Goth  now,  and  beeth  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be.* 
'  Now,  elles  god  forbede,  sire,'  quod  she, 
And  forth  she  gooth,  as  joUf  as  a  pye, 
And  bad  the  cokes  that  they  sholde  hem 

bye,  1400 

So  that  men  mighte  dyne,  and  that  anon. 
Up  to  hir  housbonde  is  this  W3rf  y<^n,  {212) 
And  knokketh  at  his  countour  boldely. 
'Quilaf  quod  he.     'Peter  I  it  am  I,* 
Quod  she,  *  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol  ye 

faste  ?  1405 

How  longe  tyme  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste 
Your  sommes,  and  3^ur  bokes,  and  your 

thinges? 
The  devel  have  part  of  alle  swiche  reken- 

inges ! 
Te  have  y-nough,  pardee,  of  goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doun  to-day,  and  lat  your  bagges 

stonde.  1410 

Ke  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  daun  John  (aai) 
Shal  fasting  al  this  day  elenge  goon  ? 
What  I  lat  us  here  a  messe,  and  go  we 

dyne.' 
'  Wyf,'  quod  this  man,  *  litel  oanstow 

devyne 
The  curious  bisinesse  that  we  have.     14 15 
For  of  us  chapmen,  al-so  god  me  save. 
And  by  that  lord  that  cleped  Is  Seint 

Yve, 
Scarsly  amonges  twelve  ten  shul  thryve, 
Continuelly,  lastinge  un-to  our  age.    1419 
We  may  wel  make  chore  and  good  visage. 
And  dryve  forth  the  world  as  it  vaaj  be. 
And  kepen  our  estaat  in  privetee,       (231) 
Til  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pl^e 
A  pilgrimage,  or  goon  out  of  the  weye. 


And  therfor  have  I  greet  neoessitee    1435 
Up^n  thui  queinte  world  t'avyse  me ; 
For  evermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drede 
Of  hap  and  fortune  in  our  ohapmanhede. 

To  Flaundres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at  day, 
And  come  agayn,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dere  wyf,  I  thee  biseke,  (241 ) 
As  be  to  every  wight  buxom  and  meke. 
And  for  to  kepe  our  good  be  curious, 
And  honestly  goveme  wel  our  hous.  1434 
Thou  hast  y-nough,  in  every  manor  wyse, 
That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  sufiyse. 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  ne  no  vitaille, 
Of  silver  in  thy  purs  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour-dore  he 

shette. 
And  doun  he  gooth,  no  longer  wolde  he 
lette,  1440 

But  hastily  a  mease  was  ther  seyd,     (351) 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd. 
And  to  the  diner  faste  they  hem  spedde ; 
And  richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 

At^fter  diner  daun  John  sobrely    1445 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  privdy 
He  sejrde  him  thus,  *  coayn,  it  standeth  so, 
That  wel  I  see  to  Brugges  wol  ye  go. 
God  and  seint  Austin  spede  yow  and  gyde ! 
I  prey  yow,  oosin,  wysly  that  ye  ryde ;  145U 
Qovemeth  yow  also  of  yx>ur  diete       (a6i) 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bitwix  us  two  nedeth  no  strange  fare ; 
Fare-wel,  oooyn ;   god    shilde   yow   fro 

care. 
If  any  thing  ther  be  by  day  or  ni^ht,  1455 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  might. 
That  ye  me  wol  comande  in  any  wyse. 
It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  devyse. 

O  thing,  er  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow ;  for  to  lene  me       1460 
An  hundred  frankes,  for  a  wyke  or  tweye. 
For  oertein  beestee  that  I  moste  beye,  (37a) 
To  store  with  a  place  that  is  onres. 
God  help  me  so,  I  wolde  it  were  youres ! 
I  shal  nat  faille  surely  of  my  day,       1465 
Nat  for  a  thousand  firankes,  a  myle-way. 
But  lat  this  thing  be  secree,  I  yow  preye, 
For  yet  to-night  thise  beestesmoot  I  beye ; 
And    fare-now    wel,  myn   owene  oosin 

dere, 
Graunt  mercy  of  your  cost  and  of  your 
chere.'  (aSo)  1470 
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This  noble  marchant  gentiUy  anon 
Answerde,  and  eeyde,  *  o  cosin  myn,  daxin 

John, 
Now  sikerly  this  is  a  smal  reqoeste ; 
My  gold  is  yonres,  whan  that  it  yow  leste. 
And  nat  only  my  gold,  bnt  my  chafFare  ; 
Take  what  yow  list,  god  shilde  that  ye 

spare.  1476 

Bat  o  thing  is,  jre  knowe  it  wel  y-nogh, 
Of  chapmen,  that  hir  moneye  is  hir  plogh. 
We  may  creaunoe  whyl  we  have  a  name, 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  Is  no  game.  1480 
Paye  it  agayn  whan  it  lyth  in  your  ese  ; 
After  my  might  ful  fa3m  wolde  I  yow 

plese.'  (392) 

Thise  hundred  fruikes  he  fette  forth 

anon. 
And  prively  he  took  hem  to  daun  John. 
No  wight  in  al  this  world  wiste  of  this 

lone,  1485 

Savinge  this  marchant  and  daun  John 

allone. 
They  drinke,  and  speke,  and  rome  a  whyle 

and  pleye, 
Til  that  daun  John  rydeth  to  his  abbeye. 
The  morwe  cam,  and  forth  this  mar- 
chant rydeth 
To  Flaundres-ward ;  his  prentis  wel  him 

gydeth,  1490 

Til  he  cam  in-to  Bmgges  merily.  (301) 
Now  gooth  this  marchant  faste  and  bisUy 
Aboute  his  nede,  and  byeth  and  creann- 

ceth. 
He  neither  pleyeth  at  the  dees  ne  daun- 

ceth; 
But  as  a  marchant,  shortly  for  to  telle,  1495 
He  let  his  lyf,  and  there  I  lete  him  dwelle. 
The  Sonday  next  this  Marchant  was 

agon, 
To  Seint  Denys  y-comen  is  daun  John, 
With  crowne  and  herd  all  fresh  and  newe 

y-shave. 
Inalthehousther  nas  so  litel  a  knave,  1500 
Ne  no  wight  elles,  that  he  nas  ful  fasm,  (311) 
For  that  my  lord  daun  John  was  come 

agayn. 
And  shortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon, 
^lis  faire  wyf  accorded  with  daun  John, 
That  for  thise  hundred  frankes  he  sholde 

al  night  15-5 

Have  hir  in  his  armes  bolt-upright ; 


And  this  aoord  parfoumed  was  in  dede. 
In  mirthe  al  night  a  bii^  lyf  they  lede 
Til  it  was  day,  that  daun  John  wente  his 

way. 
And  bad  the  meynee  '  fare-wel,  have  good 

day  V  (320)  1510 

For  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wight  in  the  toun. 
Hath  of  daun  John  right  no  Buspecioun. 
And  forth  he  rydeth  hoom  to  his  abbeye, 
Or  where  him  list ;  namore  of  him  I  seye. 
This  marchant,  whan  that  ended  was 

the  faire,  1515 

To  Scint  Denys  he  gan  for  to  repaire, 
And  with  his  wyf  he  maketh  feste  and 

chere. 
And  telleth  hir  that  chafFare  is  so  dere. 
That  nedes  moste  he  make  a  chevisaunce. 
For  he  was  bounde  in  a  reconissaunce  1540 
To  paye  twenty  thousand  sheeld  anon.  (331) 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Paris  gon. 
To  borwe  of  certein  frendes  that  he  hadde 
A  certein  frankes  ;  and  somme  with  him 

heladde. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come  in-to  the  toun, 
Forgreetchortee  and  greet  affeccioun,  1526 
Un-to  daun  John  he  gooth  him  first,  to 

pleye ; 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  him  monejre, 
But  for  to  wite  and  seen  of  his  welfare, 
And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare,  1530 
As  froendes  doon  whan  they  ben  met 

y-fore.  (341) 

Daun  John  him  maketh  feste  and  mery 

chere; 
And  he  him  tolde  agayn  ful  specially. 
How  he  hadde  wel  y-boght  and  graciously. 
Thanked  be  god,  al  hool  his  marchandyse. 
Savo  that  he  moste,  in  alle  manor  wyse,  1536 
Maken  a  chevisaunce,  as  for  his  beste. 
And  thanne  ho  sholde  been  in  joye  and 

reste. 

Daun  John  answerde,  *  oertes,  I  am  fayn 

That  ye  in  hele  ar  comen  hoom  agayn.  1540 

And  if  that  I  were  richo,  as  have  I  blisse, 

Of  twenty  thousand  sheeld  shold  ye  nat 

misse,  (35a) 

For  ye  so  kindely  this  other  day 
Lente  me  gold ;  and  as  I  can  and  may, 
I  thanke  yow,  by  god  and  by  seint  Jamel 
But  natholecs  I  took  un-to  our  dame,  1546 
Your  wyf  at  hoom,  the  same  gold  agejni 
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Upon  your  bench ;  BhewootitwoljCerteyn, 
By  certein  tokenes  that  I  con  hir  teUe. 
Now,  by  your  leve,  I  may  no  longer  dwelle, 
Oar  abbot  wol  out  of  this  toon  anon ;  (361) 
And  in  his  companye  moot  I  gon.  1553 
Grete  wel  onr  dame,  myn  owene  nece 

swete, 
And  fare-wel,  dere  oosin,  til  we  mete !  * 
This  Marchant,  which  that  was  ful  war 

and  wys,  1555 

Creaunced  hath,  and  payd  eek  in  Parys, 
To  certeyn  Lnmbardes,  redy  in  hir  hond. 
The  Bomme  of  gold,  and  gat  of  hem  his 

bond; 
And  hoom  he  gooth,  mexy  as  a  papejay. 
For  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  swich  arr^y, 
That    nedes    moste    he  winne   in  that 

viage  (37O 

A  thousand  frankes  above  al  his  costage. 
His  wyf  ful  redy  mette  him  atte  gate, 
As  she  was  wont  of  old  usage  algate,  1564 
And  al  that  night  in  mirthe  they  bisette ; 
For  he  was  riche  and  cleerly  out  of  dette. 
Whan  it  was   day,  this  marchant  gan 

embrace 
His  wyf  al  newe,  and  kiste  hir  on  hir  face, 
And  up    ho  gooth  and  maketh  it    ful 

tough. 
'  Namore,'  quod  she,  '  by  god,  ye  have 

y-nough ! '  1570 

And  wantounly    agayn    with    him    she 

pleyde;  (381) 

Til,  atte  laste,  that  this  Marchant  seyde, 
'  By  god,'  quod  he,  '  I  am  a  litel  wrooth 
With  yow,  my  wyf,  al-thogh  it  be  me 

looth. 
And  woot  ye  why?    by  god,  as  that  I 

gesse,  1575 

That  ye  han  maad  a  maner  straungenesse 
Bitwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  John. 
Ye  sholde  han  warned  me,  er  I  had  gon, 
That  he  yov/  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed 
By  redy  tokene ;    and  heeld  him  yvel 

apayed,  1580 

For  that  I  to  him  spak  of  chevisaunce. 
Me  semed  so,  as  by  his  contenaunce.  (392) 
But  nathclees,  by  god  our  hevene  king, 
I  thoghte  nat  to  axe  of  him  no-thing. 


I  prey  thee,  wyf,  ne  do  namore  so ;     1585 
Tel  me  alwey,  er  that  I  fro  thee  go, 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absence 
Y-payfid  thee ;  lest,  thurgh  thy  necligence, 
I  mighte  him  axe  a  thing  that  he  hath 
payed/  (399)  1589 

This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  affrayed. 
But  boldely  she  si^de,  and  that  anon  : 

*  Marie,  I  defye  the  false  monk,  daun  John ! 
I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokenes  never  a  deel ; 
He  took  me  certein  gold,  that  woot  I  weel ! 
What !  yvel  thedomonhis  monkessnoute ! 
For,  god  it  woot,  I  wende,  withouten  doute. 
That  he  had  yeve  it  me  byoause  of  yow. 
To  doon  ther-with  myn  honour  and  my 

prow, 
For  cosinage,  and  eek  for  bele  chere 
That  he  hath  had  ful  ofte  tymeB  here.  1600 
But  sith  I  see  I  stonde  in  this  disjoint,  (41 1) 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly,  to  the  point. 
Ye  han  mo  slakker  dettours  than  am  I ! 
For  I  wol  paye  yow  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and,  if  so  be  I  faille,  1005 
I  am  your  wyf;  score  it  up-on  my  taille, 
And  I  shal  paye,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  on  myn  array, 
And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  deeL 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  weel      1610 
For  your  honour,  for  goddes  sake,  I  seye, 
As  be  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pleye.         .  (422) 

Ye  shal  my  joly  body  have  to  wedde ; 
By  god,  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  a-bedde. 
Forgive  it  me,  myn  owene  spouse  dere  ; 
Tume    hiderward    and    maketh    bettre 

ohere.'  16 1 6 

This    marchant    saugh    ther   was    no 

remedye. 
And,  for  to  chyde,  it  nere  but  greet  folye, 
Sith  that  the  thing  may  nat  amended  be. 

*  Now,  wyf,'  he  seyde,  '  and  I  foryeve  it 

thee ;  1620 

But,  by  thy  lyf,  ne  be  namore  so  large ; 
Keep  bet  our  good,  this  yeve  I  thee  in 

charge.'  (432) 

Thus  endeih  now  my  tale,   and  god  us 

sende 
Taling  y-nough,  unrto  our  lyves  ende. 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Shipmannes  Tale. 
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THE   PRIORESS'S   PROLOGUE. 


Bihold  the  mery  wordea  of  the  Host  to  the  Shipman  and  to  the 

lady  Piioresae. 


'  WsL  seyd,  by  corpus  dominuSf*  qaod  onr 

hoste,  1635 

*  Now  longe  moot  thon  sayle  hy  the  coete, 
Sir  gentil  maister,  g^ntil  marineer ! 
Gk>d  yeve  this  monk  a  thotisand  last  qnad 

yeer! 
A  ha !  felawes !  beth  ware  of  gwiche  a 

jape! 
The  monk  pntte  in  the  mannes  hood  an 

ape,  1630 

And  in  his  wyves  eek,  by  seint  Anstin ! 
Draweth  no  monkes  more  nn-to  yonr  in. 
Bat  now  passe  over,  and  lat  ns  seke 

aboate, 


Who    shal   now  telle   first,  of  al  this 
ronte,  (10) 

Another  tale ; '    and  with  that  word  he 
sayde,  1635 

As  cnrteisly  as  it  had  been  a  mayde, 
'  My  lady  Prioresse,  by  your  leve, 
So  that  I  wiste  I  sholde  yow  nat  greve, 
I  wolde  demen  that  ye  tellen  sholde 
A  tale  next,  if  so  were  that  ye  wolde.  1640 
Now  wol  ye  voache-sanf,  my  lady  dere?* 
*  Gladly,'  qnod  she,  and  seydo  as  ye 
shal  here.  (18) 

Explicit, 


THE    PRIORESSES  TALE 


The  Prologe  of  the  Prioreaaea  Tale. 


Domine^  domiftus  narier. 

O  Lord  onr  lord,  thy  name,  how  mer- 

veilloos 
Is  in  this  large  worlds  y-sprad — qnod 

she: — 
For  noght  only  thy  lande  precioos      1645 
Farfoumed  is  by  men  of  dignitee. 
But  by  the  month  of  children  thy  boontee 
Farfoumed  is,  for  on  the  brest  sonkinge 
Som  tyme  shewen  they  thyn  heryinge. 

Wherfor  in  laude,  as  I  best  can  or  may. 
Of  thee,  and  of  the  whyte  lily  flour     1651 
Which  that  thee  bar,  and  is  a  mayde 
alway,  (xo) 


To  telle  a  storie  I  wol  do  my  labour ; 
Not  that  I  may  encresen  hir  honour ; 
IPoT  she  hir-self  is  honour,  and  the  roto 
Of  bountee,  next  hlr  sone,  and  soules 
bote. —  1656 

O  moder  mayde !  o  mayde  moder  free ! 
O  bush  unbrent,  brenninge  in   Moyses 

sighte. 
That  ravisedest  doun  fro  the  deitee, 
Thurgh  thyn  humblease,  the  goost  that  in 

th'alighte,  1660 

Of  whos  vertu,  whan    he    thyn    herte 

lighte, 
Conceived  was  the  fadres  sapience,       (ao) 
Help  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reverence ! 
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Lady !  thy  botmtee,  thy  magnificence, 
Thy  vertn,  and  thy  grete  hmnilitee  1665 
Ther  may  no  tonge  expresse  in  no  science ; 
For  »om-tyme,  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee, 
Thou  goost  bifom  of  thy  benignitee, 
And  getest  na  the  light,  thurgh  thy  preyere, 
To  gyden  us  un-to  thy  sone  so  dere.     1670 

My  conning  is  so  wayk,  o  bUsful  qnene, 
For  to  declare  thy  grete  "worthinesse,  (jo) 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  nat  snstene, 
But  as  a  child  of  twelf  monthe  old,  or 
lesse,  1674 

That  can  unnethes  any  word  expresse, 
Bight  BO  far©  I,  and  therfor  I  yow  preye, 
Oydeth  my  song  that  I  shal  of  yow  seye. 

ExpliciL 

Here  blginneth  the  Prioresses  Tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asie,  in  a  greet  citee, 
Amonges  Cristen  folk,  a  Jeweiye, 
Sustened  by  alord  of  that  contree       1680 
For  foule  usnre  and  lucre  of  vilanye, 
Hateful  to  Crist  and  to  his  oompanye ; 
And  thurgh  the  strete  men  mighte  ryde 
or  wende,  (41) 

For  it  was  free,  and  open  at  either  ende. 

A  litel  Bcole  of  Cristen  folk  ther  stood 
Donn  at  the  ferther  ende,  in  which  ther 

were  J  686 

Children  an  heep,  y-comen  of  Cristen 

blood. 
That  lemed  in  that  Bode  yeer  by  yere 
Swioh  manor  doctrine  as  men  used  there. 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  singen  and  to  rede,  1690 
As  smale  children  doon  in  hir  ohildhede. 

Among  thise  children  was  a  widwes  sone, 
A  litel  dergeon,  seven  yeer  of  age,        (51) 
That  day  by  day  to  soole  was  his  wone, 
And  eek  also,  wher-as  he  sangh  th'image 
Of  Cristes  moder,  hadde  he  in  usage, 
As  him  was  taught,  to  knele  adoun  and 

seye 
His  Ave  MarUj  as  he  goth  by  the  weye. 

Thus  hath  this  widwe  hir  litel  sone  y- 

taught 
Our  blisful  lady,  Cristes  moder  dere,  1700 
To  worshipe  ay,  and  he  forgat  it  naught, 


For  sely  child  wol  alday  sone  lere ;  (60) 
But  ay,  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere, 
Seint  Nicholas  stant  ever  in  my  presence. 
For  he  so  yong  to  Crist  did  reyerence.  1705 

This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  leminge. 
As  he  sat  in  the  soole  at  his  prsrmer, 
He  Alma  redemptoris  herdo  singe. 
As  children  lemed  hir  antiphoner ; 
And,  as  he  dorste,  he  drough  him  ner  and 
ner,  1710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  note. 
Til  he  the  firste  vers  coude  al  by  rote.  (70) 

Noght  wiste  he  what  this  Latin  was  to 
seye. 

For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age  ; 

But  on  a  day  his  felaw  gan  he  preye   1715 

Texpounden  him  this  song  in  his  langage, 

Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  usage  ; 

This  preyde  he  him  to  construe  and  de- 
clare 

Ful  ofte  tyme  upon  his  knowes  bare. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
Answerde  him  thus :  *  this  song,  I  have 

herd  seye, 
Was  miJted  of  our  blisful  lady  free,     (80) 
Hir  to  salue,  and  eek  hir  for  to  preye 
To  been  our  help  and  sooour  whan  we 

deye.  17^ 

I  can  no  more  expounds  in  this  matere ; 
I  leme  song,  I  can  but  smal  grammere.* 

*  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Cristes  moder  ? '  seyde  this  innocent ; 

*  Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence     1729 
To  conne  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went ; 
Though  that  I  for  my  prymer  shal  be 

shent, 
And  shal  be  beten  thzyfis  in  an  houre,  (90) 
I  wol  it  oonne,  our  lady  for  to  honoure.' 


His  felaw  taughte  him  homward  prively, 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  oonde  it  by  rote, 
And  than  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word,  acording  with  the  note ; 
TwySs  a  day  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte, 
To  sooleward   and   homward  whan  he 
wente ;  1739 

On  Cristes  moder  set  was  his  entente. 
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Ab  I  have  seyd,  thorgh-ont  the  Jewexye 
This  Utel  child,  as  he  cam  to  and  fro,  (loo) 
Ful  morily  than  wolde  he  singe,  and  crye 

0  Alma  redemptorig  ever-mo. 

The  swetnes  hath  his  herte  perced  so  1745 
Of  Cristes  moder,  that,  to  hir  to  preye. 
He  can  nat  stinte  of  singing  by  the  woye. 

Onr  firste  fo,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jewes  herte  his  waspes  nest, 
Up  swal,  and  seide,   'O  Hebraik  peple, 
alias !  1750 

Is  this  to  yow  a  thing  that  is  honest, 
That  swich  a  boy  shal  walken  as  him  lest 
In  your  despsrt,  and  singe  of  swich  sen- 
tence,   •  (ill) 
Which  is  agayn  your  lawes  reverence  ? ' 

Fro  thennes  forth  the  Jewes  ban  con- 
spyred  1755 

This  innocent  ont  of  this  world  to  chace ; 

An  homicyde  thcr-to  lian  they  hyred. 

That  in  an  aley  hadde  a  privee  place ; 

And  as  the  child  gan  for-by  for  to  pace, 

This  cursed  Jew  him  hente  and  heeld 
him  faste,  1760 

And  kitte  his  throte,  and  in  a  pit  him 
caste. 

1  seye  that  in  a  wardrobe  they  him  threwe 
Wher-as  these  Jewes  purgen  hir  entroille. 
O  onrsed  folk  of  Herodes  al  newe,  (122) 
What  may  yoor  yvel  entente  yow  availle  ? 
Mordre  wol  out,  certain,  it  wol  nat  faille, 
And  namely  ther  th'ononr  of  god  shal 

sprede, 
The  blood  ont  cryeth  on  your  cnrsed  dede. 

'  O  martir,  souded  to  virginitee,  1769 

Now  maystou  singen,  folwing  ever  in  oon 
The  whyte  lamb  celestial,'  qnod  she, 
'  Of  which  the  grete  evangelist,  seint  John, 
In  Pathmos  wroot,  which  seith  that  they 

that  goon  (131) 

Bifom  this  lamb,  and  singe  a  song  al  newe. 
That  never,  fleshly,   wommen   they  ne 

knewe.*  1775 

This  povre  widwe  awaiteth  al  that  night 
After  hir  litel  child,  but  he  cam  noght ; 
For  which,  as  sone  as  it  was  dayes  light, 


With  face  pale  of  drede  and  bisy  thoght, 
She  hath  at  soole  and  elles-wher  him  sogh  t, 
Til  finally  she  gan  so  fer  espye  1781 

That  he  last  se3m  was  in  the  Jewerye.  (140) 

With  modres  pitee  in  hir  brest  enclosed, 
She  gooth,  as  she  were  half  out  of  hir 

minde, 
To  every  place  wher  she  hath  supposed 
By  lyklihede  hir  litel  child  to  finde ;  1786 
And  ever  on  Cristes  moder  ipeke  and 

kinde 
She  cryde,  and  atte  laste  thus  she  wroght«, 
Among  the  cursed  Jewes  she  him  soghte. 

She  frayneth  and  she  preyeth  pitously 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelte  in  thilke  place, 
To  telle  hir,  if  liir  child  wente  oght  for-by. 
They  seyde, '  nay ' ;  but  Jesu,  of  his  grace, 
Yaf  in  hir  thought,  in  with  a  litel  space, 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she  ciyde, 
Wher  he  was  casten  in  a  pit  bisyde.    i7>>6 

O  grete  god,  that  parfournest  thy  laude 
By  month  of  innocents,  lo  heer  thy  might ! 
This  gemme  of  chastitee,  this  emeraude, 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  ruby  bright, 
Ther  he  with  throte  y-corven  lay  upright, 
He  '  Alma  redemptoris^  gan  to  singe  (160) 
So  loude,  that  al  the  place  gan  to  ringe. 

The  Cristen  folk,  that  thurgh  the  strete 
wente,  1804 

In  coomen,  for  to  wondre  up-on  this  thing, 
And  hastily  they  for  the  provost  sente ; 
He  cam  anon  with-outen  tarying, 
And  herieth  Crist  that  is  of  heven  king, 
And  eek  his  moder,  honour  of  mankinde, 
And  after  that,  the  Jewes  leet  he  binde. 

This  child  with  pitous  lamentacioun  181 1 
Up-taken  was,  singing  his  song  alway ; 
And  with  honour  of  greet  prooessioun 
They  carien  him  un-to  the  nexte  abbay. 
His  moder  swowning  hy  the  here  lay ; 
Unnethe  might  the  peple  that  was  there 
This  newe  Rachel  bringe  fro  his  here. 

With  torment  and  with  shamAil  deth 
echon  (176) 

This  provost  dooth  thise  Jewes  for  to 
sterve  1819 
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That  of  this  mordre  wiste,  and  that  anon  ; 
He  nolde  no  swich  cnrsednesse  observe. 
Yvel  shal  have,  that  yvel  wol  deserve. 
Therfor  'with  wilde  hors  he  dide  hem 
drawe,  (181) 

And  after  that  he  heng  hem  by  the  lawe. 

Up-on  his  here  ay  lyth  this  innocent  1825 
Bifom  the  chief  auter,  -whyl  masse  laste, 
And  after  that,  the  abbot  with  his  covent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  barien  him  fnl  faste ; 
And    whan    they  holy  water    on    him 

oaste, 
Yet  spak  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 

holy  water,  1850 

And  song — '  O  Alma  redemptoris  mater  ! ' 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man 
As  monkes  been,  or  elles  oghten  be,  (191) 
This  yonge  child  to  conjare  he  bigan, 
And  seyde,  *  o  dore  child,  I  halse  thee, 
In  vertu  of  the  holy  Trinitee,  1836 

Tel  me  what  is  thy  canse  for  to  singe, 
Sith  that  thy  throte  is  ont,  to  my  sem- 
inge?' 

'  My  throte  is  cnt  nn-to  my  nekke-boon,' 
Soyde  this  child,  *  and,  as  by  wey  of  kinde, 
I  sholde  have  deyed,  ye,  longe  tyme  agoon, 
Bnt  Jesu  Crist,  as  ye  in  bokes  finde,  (200) 
Wil  that  his  glorie  laste  and  be  in  minde ; 
And,  for  the  worship  of  his  moder  dere, 
Yet  may  I  singe  "  O  Alma "  loade  and 
dere.  1845 

This  welle  of  mercy,  Gristes  moder  swete, 
I  lovede  alwey,  as  after  my  conninge ; 
And  whan  that  I  my  lyf  sholde  forlete, 
To  me  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  singe 
This  antem  yorraily  in  my  deyinge,    1850 


As  ye  han  herd,  and,  whan  that  I  had 

songe, 
Me  thoughte,  she  leyde  a  greyn  np-on  my 

tonge.  (210) 

Wherfor  I  singe,  and  singe  I  moot  certejrn 
In  honour  of  that  blisfnl  mayden  free, 
Til  fro  my  tonge  of-taken  is  the  greyn ; 
And  afterward  thus  seyde  she  to  me, 
"  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 
Whan  that  the  greyn  is  fro  thy  tonge 
y-take ;  1858 

Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake."  * 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot,  him  mene  I, 
Him  tonge  out-canghte,  and  took  a-wey 

the  greyn, 
And  he  yaf  up  the  goost  fnl  softely.   (220) 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder 

Beyn, 
His  salte  teres  trikled  doun  as  reyn,  1864 
And  gruf  he  fil  al  plat  np-on  the  gronndoi 
And  stUle  he  lay  as  he  had  been  y-bounde. 

The  covent  eek  lay  on  the  i>avement 
Weping,  and  herien  Gristes  moder  dere, 
And  after  that  they  ryse,  and  forth  ben 
went,  1869 

And  toke  awey  this  martir  fro  his  here, 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marbol-stones  dere 
Endosen  they  his  litd  body  swete  ;   (230) 
Ther  he  is  now,  god  leve  ns  for  to  mete. 

O  yonge  Hngh  of  Lincoln,  slayn  also 
With  cursed  Jewes,  as  it  is  notable,    1875 
For  it  nis  but  a  litel  whyle  ago  ; 
Preye  eek  for  us,  we  sinful  folk  unstable. 
That,  of  his  mercy,  god  so  merciable 
On  us  his  grete  mercy  multiplye,        (237) 
For  reverence  of  his  moder  Maiye.   Amen, 


Here  is  ended  the  Prioresses  Tale. 
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PROLOGUE  TO   SIR  THOPAS. 


Bihold  the  mtuye  wordes  of  the  Host  to  Chaucer. 


Whah  seyd  was  ol  this  miraole,  every  man 
As  sobre  was,  that  wonder  was  to  see, 
Til  that  our  hoste  japen  tho  bi^n, 
And  than  at  erst  he  loked  np-on  me, 
And  seyde  thus, '  what  man  artow? '  qnod 

he ;  1885 

'Thou  lokest  as  thou  woldest  finde  an 

hare, 
For  ever  up-on  the  ground  I  see  thee  stare. 

Approobe  neer,  and  loke  up  meiily. 
Now  war  yow,  sirs,  and  lat  this  man  have 

place ; 
He  in  the  waast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I ;  1890 
This  were  a  popet  in  an  arm  t^enbrace  (11) 


For  any  womman,  smal  and  fair  of  face. 
He  semeth  elvish  by  his  contenaunce, 
For  un-to  no  wight  dooth  he  daliaunce. 

Sey  now  somwhat,  sin  other  folk  han 

sayd ;  1895 

Tel  us  a  tale  of  mirthe,  and  that  anoon  ; ' — 

*  Hoste,'  quod  I,  *  ne  beth  nat  yvel  apayd, 
For  other  tale  certes  can  I  noon, 

But  of  a  lyme  I  lemed  longe  agoon.' 

*  Ye,  that  is  good,'  quod  he ;  '  now  shul 

we  here  1900 

Sonai  deyntee  thing,  me  thinketh  by  his 
chere.'  (31) 

Explicit, 


SIR  THOPAS. 


Here  biginneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Thopas. 


LisTXTB,  lordes,  in  good  entent, 
And  I  wol  telle  verrayment 

Of  mirthe  and  of  solas ; 
Al  of  a  knyght  was  fair  and  gent        1905 
In  bataiUe  and  in  toumeyment, 

His  name  was  air  Thopas. 

Y-bom  he  was  in  fer  contree. 
In  Flaundres,  al  biyonde  the  see, 

At  Popering,  in  the  place  ;  1910 

His  fader  was  a  man  ful  free,  (10) 

And  lord  he  was  of  that  contree, 

As  it  was  goddes  grace. 

Sir  Thopas  wex  a  doghty  swayn, 
Whyt  was  his  face  as  pa3n[idemayn,    1915 
His  lippes  rede  as  rose ; 


His  rode  is  lyk  scarlet  in  grayn, 
And  I  yow  telle  in  good  certayn, 
He  hadde  a  semely  nose. 

His  heer,  his  berd  was  lyk  saffroun,  1920 

That  to  his  girdel  raughte  adonn  ;  (30) 

His  shoon  of  Cordewane. 
Of  Brugges  were  his  hosen  broun, 
His  robe  was  of  ciolatoun. 

That  ooste  many  a  jane.  1 925 

He  coude  hunte  at  wilde  deer. 
And  ryde  an  banking  for  riveer, 

With  grey  goshauk  on  honde ; 
Ther-to  he  was  a  good  archeer, 
Of  wrastling  was  ther  noon  his  peer,  1930 

Ther  any  lam  shal  stonde.  (30) 
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Fal  many  a  xuayde,  bright  in  bonr, 
They  moome  for  him,  paramour, 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe ; 
Bat  he  was  ohast  and  no  lechonr,        1955 
And  sweet  as  is  the  bremble-flonr 

That  bereth  the  rede  hepe. 

And  so  bifel  np-on  a  day, 
For  Bothe,  as  I  yow  telle  may, 

Sir  Thopas  wolde  out  ryde  ;  1940 

He  worth  upon  his  stede  erray,  {40) 

And  in  his  honde  a  launcegay, 

A  long  swerd  by  his  syde. 

He  priketh  thurgh  a  fair  forest, 
Ther^inne  is  many  a  wilde  best,  1945 

Ye,  bothe  bukke  and  hare ; 
And,  as  he  priketh  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  him  hadde  almest 

Bitid  a  sozy  care.  1949 

Ther  springen  herbes  grete  and  smale. 
The  lyoorys  and  oetewale,  (50) 

And  many  a  olowe-gilofre ; 
And  notemuge  to  putte  in  ale, 
Whether  it  be  moyste  or  stale, 

Or  for  to  leye  in  oofire.  1955 

The  briddes  singe,  it  is  no  nay, 
The  sparhauk  and  the  papcjay, 

That  joye  it  was  to  here ; 
The  throstelook  made  eek  his  lay, 
The  wodedowYe  upon  the  spray  i960 

She  sang  ful  loude  and  olere.  (60) 

Sir  Thopas  fil  in  love-longinge 

Al  whan  he  herde  the  thrustel  singe. 

And  priked  as  he  were  wood : 
His  £Edre  stede  in  his  prikinge  1965 

So  swatte  that  men  mighte  him  wringe, 

His  flydes  were  al  blood. 

Sir  Thopas  eek  so  wery  was 
For  prikinge  on  the  softe  gras, 

So  flers  was  his  oorage,  1970 

That  doun  he  leyde  him  in  that  plas   (70) 
To  make  his  stede  som  solas, 

And  yaf  him  good  forage. 


*  O  seinte  Marie,  ben^eite  ! 
What  eyleth  this  love  at  me 
To  binde  me  so  sore  ? 


>975 


Me  dremed  al  this  night,  pardee. 
An  elf-queen  shal  my  lemman  be. 
And  slepe  under  my  gore. 

An  elf-queen  wol  I  love,  y-wis,  1980 

For  in  this  world  no  womman  is  (80) 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  [T.  13722 

In  toune  ]  [T.  13723 

Alle  othere  wommen  I  forsake,  [T.  13723 

And  to  an  elf-queen  I  me  take  1985 

By  dale  and  eek  by  doune  I ' 

In-to  his  sadel  he  clamb  anoon, 
And  priketh  over  style  and  stoon 

An  elf-queen  for  t'espye. 
Til  he  so  longe  had  riden  and  goon    1990 
That  he  fond,  in  a  privee  woon,  (90) 

The  oontree  of  Fairye  [T.  13731 

So  wUde ;  [T.  13734 

For  in  that  oontree  was  ther  noon 
fThat  to  him  dorste  ryde  or  goon,       1995 

Neither  wjrf  ne  childe. 

Til  that  ther  cam  a  greet  geaunt, 
His  name  was  sir  Olifaunt, 

A  perilous  man  of  dede ; 
He  seyde,  '  child,  by  Termagaunt,       aooo 
But-if  thou  prike  out  of  myn  haunt,  (looj 

Anon  I  slee  thy  stede  [T.  13743 

With  mace.        [T.  13743 
Heer  is  the  queen  of  Fay6iye, 
With  harpe  and  pype  and  simphonye  2005 

Dwelling  in  this  place.* 

The  child  seyde,  *  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  mete  thee 

Whan  I  have  myn  armoure ; 
And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay^  3010 

That  thou  shalt  with  this  launoegay  (no) 

Abyen  it  ful  soure ;  [T.  13752 

Thymawe  [T.  13752 

Shal  I  percen,  if  I  may, 
£r  it  be  fully  pryme  of  day,  2015 

For  heer  thou  shalt  be  slawe.* 

Sir  Thopas  drow  abak  tul  faste ; 
This  geaunt  at  him  stones  caste 

Out  of  a  fel  staf-slinge ; 
But  faire  escapeth  child  Thopas,         aoao 
And  al  it  was  thurgh  goddes  gras,      (120) 

And  thurgh  his  £ur  beringe. 
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Yet  listoth,  lordes,  to  my  tale 
Merier  than  the  nightin^e, 

For  now  I  wol  yow  roune  2025 

How  sir  Thopas  with  ^des  smale, 
Priking  over  hil  and  dale, 

Is  come  agayn  to  tonne. 

His  merie  men  comanded  he 

To  make  him  bothe  game  and  glee,     aojo 

For  nedes  moste  he  flghte  (130) 

With  a  geannt  with  hevedes  three, 
For  paramour  and  jolitee 

Of  oon  that  shoon  ful  brighto. 

•  Do  come,'  he  seyde,  '  my  minstrales,  2035 
And  gestonrs,  for  to  tellen  tales 

Anon  in  myn  arminge ; 
Of  romances  that  been  royales, 
Of  popes  and  of  oardinales. 

And  eek  of  love-lykinge.*  2040 

They  fotte  him  first  the  swete  wyn,   (140) 
And  mede  eek  in  a  maselyn, 

And  royal  spiceiye 
Of  gingebreed  that  was  ful  fyn, 
And  lycorys,  and  eek  comyn. 

With  sngre  that  is  so  trye. 


»045 


He  dide  next  his  whyte  lere 
Of  clooth  of  lake  fyn  and  dore 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte ; 
And  next  his  sherte  an  aketoun,         2050 
And  over  that  an  habergeoun  (150) 

For  percinge  of  his  herte  ; 

And  over  that  a  fyn  hauberk. 
Was  al  y-wroght  of  Jewes  werk, 

Ful  strong  it  was  of  plate ;  3055 

And  over  that  his  cote-armour 
As  whyt  as  is  a  lily-flour, 

In  which  he  wol  debate. 

His  sheeld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 

And  ther-in  was  a  bores  heed,  acido 

A  charbocle  bif^yde ;  (,60) 

And  there  he  swoor,  on  ale  and  breed, 
How  that  *  the  geaunt  shal  be  deed, 

Bityde  what  bityde !  * 


His  jambeux  were  of  quirboilly, 
His  swerdes  shethe  of  y vory 
His  helm  of  hiton  bright ;' 


2065 


His  sadel  was  of  rewel-boon, 
His  biydel  as  the  sonne  shoon, 
Or  as  the  mone  lights 


20JU 


His  spere  was  of  fyn  ciprees,  ( 1  jo) 

That  bodeth  werre,  and  no-thing  pees, 

The  heed  ful  sharpe  y-grounde ; 
His  stede  was  al  dappel-gx^. 
It  gooth  an  ambel  in  the  way  307? 

Ful  softely  and  rounde  [T.  13815 

In  londe.     [T.  13815 
Lo,  lordes  myne,  heer  is  a  fit ! 
If  ye  wol  any  more  of  it, 

To  teUe  it  wol  I  fonde.  2080 


(180) 


2085 


3090 

(190) 


[The  Second  Fit] 

Now  hold  your  mouth,  par  eharitee, 
Bothe  knight  and  lady  free. 

And  herkneth  to  my  spelle  ; 
Of  bataille  and  of  chivalry, 
And  of  ladyes  love-drury 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle. 

Men  speke  of  romances  of  prys, 
Of  Horn  child  and  of  Ypotys, 
I      Of  Bevis  and  sir  Gy, 
Of  sir  Libenx  and  Pleyn-damour ; 
But  sir  Thopas,  he  bereth  the  flour 
Of  royal  chivalry. 

His  gode  stede  al  he  bistrood. 
And  forth  upon  his  wey  he  glood 

As  sparkle  out  of  the  bronde ; 
UlM)n  his  crest  he  bar  a  tour. 
And  ther-in  stiked  a  lily-flour, 

God  shilde  his  cors  fro  shonde ! 

And  for  he  was  a  knight  auntrous. 

He  nolde  slepen  in  non  hous,  2100 

But  liggen  in  his  hode ;  (200) 

His  brighte  helm  was  his  wonger, 
And  by  him  baiteth  his  dextrer 

Of  herbes  fyne  and  gode. 

Him-self  drank  water  of  the  wel, 
As  did  the  knight  sir  Percivel, 

So  worthy  under  wedo, 
Til  on  a  day 


«>95 


Here  the  Hoat  atinteth  Chancer  of  his  Talc  of  Thopas. 
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*  No  more  of  this,  for  goddes  dignitee/ 
Qnod  onre  hoste,  *  for  thon  makest  me  n  ro 
So  wery  of  thy  verray  lewednesse 
That,  also  wisly  god  my  Bonlo  blesfle, 
Myn  eres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche ; 
Now  swiche  a  rym.  the  devel  I  blteche  f 
This  may  wel  be  rym  dogerel,'  qnod  he. 

*  Why  ao?  *  qnod  I,  *  why  wiltow  letter  me 
More  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 

Sin  that  it  is  the  beste  rym  I  can  ?  *     (10) 
*By  god,*  quod  he,   'for  pleynly,  at 

a  word, 
Thy  drasty  ryndng  is  nat  worth  a  tord ; 
Thon  doost  nought  elles  bnt  despendest 

tyme,  aiat 

Sir,  at    o  word,  then  shalt   no  longer 

rjrme. 
Lat  see  wher  thon  canst  tellen  aught  in 

geste. 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  teste 
In  which  ther  be  som  mirthe  or  som 

doctryne.*  art  ^5 

*  Gladly,*  qnod  I,  *by  goddes  swete  pyne, 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  lltel  thing  in  prose. 
That  oghte  lyken  yow,  as  I  suppose,    (x>) 
Or  elles,  certes,  ye  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertnous,  2130 
Al  be  it  told  som-tyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondiy  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse; 


As  thus ;  ye  woot  that  every  evangelist. 
That  telleth  us  the  pejrne  of  Jesu  Crist, 
Ne  saith  nat  al  thing  as  his  felaw  dooth, 
But  natheles,  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth,  3136 
And  alle  acorden  as  in  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  telling  difference.      (30) 
Por  somme  of  hem  seyn  more,  and  somme 

lease. 
Whan  they  his  pitons  passioun  expresse  ; 
I  mene  of  Mark  [and]  Mathew,  Luk  and 

John ;  214 1 

Bnt  dontelees  hir  sentence  is  al  oon. 
Therfor,  lordinges  alle,  I  yow  biseche. 
If  that  ye  thinke  I  varie  as  in  my  speche, 
As  thus,  thogh  that  I  telle  som-what  more 
Of  proverbes,  than  ye  hnn  herd  bifore, 
Comprehended  in  this  litel  tretis  here, 
To  enforce  with  the  th*effect  of  my  matere, 
And  thogh  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye  (41) 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat ;  for,  as  in  my  sentence, 
Ye  shul  not  fjmden  moche  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretis  lyte 
After  the  which  this  mery  tale  I  vnyie. 
And  therfor  herkneth  what  that  I  slial 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.'  (4K) 

ExpUciL 


THE   TALE    OF   MELIBEUS. 


Her0  biginneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee. 


§  1.  A  yong  man  called  Melibeus, 
mighty  and  riche,  bigat  np-on  his  wjrf 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter 
which  that  called  was  Sophie./ 

§  2.  Upon  a  day  bifel,  that  he  for  his 
desport  is  went  in-to  the  feeldes  him  to 
pleye.  /    His  wyf  and  eek  his  doghter 


hath  he  left  inwith  his  hons,  of  which  the 
dores  weren  fast  y-shette.  /  Three  of  his 
olde  foos  han  it  espyed,  and  setten  laddres 
to  the  walles  of  his  hons,  and  by  the 
windowes  been  entred,  /  and  betten  his  ai6u 
wjrf,  and  wotinded  his  doghter  with  fyve 
mortal  woondes  in  fyye  sondiy  pUoes  ;  / 
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this  is  to  seyn,  in  liir  feet,  in  hir  handes, 
in  hir  eres,  in  hir  nose,  and  in  hir  month ; 
and  leften  hir  for  deed,  and  wenten 
awey.  / 

§  8.  Whan  Melibens  retonmed  was  in- 
to his  hons,  and  san^h  al  this  meschief, 
he,  lyk  a  mad  man,  rendinge  his  clothes, 
gan  to  wepe  and  crye.  / 

§  4.  Prudence  his  wy£^  as  ferforth  as 
she  dorste,  bisoghte  him  of  his  weping  for 
to  stinte ;  /  but  nat  for-thy  he  gan  to 

3165  crye  and  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more.  / 
§  5.  This  noble  wyf  Prudence  remem- 
bered hir  upon  the  sentence  of  Ovide,  in 
his  book  that  cleped  is  The  Bemedie  of 
Love,  wher-as  he  seith ;  /  *  he  is  a  fool 
thai  destourbeth  the  moder  to  wepen  in 
the  deeth  of  hir  child,  til  she  have  wept 
hir  fiUe,  as  for  a  certein  tjrme ;  /  and 
thanne  shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with 
amiable  wordes  hir  to  reoonforte,  and 
preyon  hir  of  hir  weping  for  to  stinte.'  / 
For  which  resoun  this  noble  wyf  Prudence 
suffred  hir  housbond  for  to  wepe  and  crye 
as  for  a  certein  space ;  /  and  whwi  she 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  sejrde  him  in  this 
wyse.     *  Alias,  my  lord,'  quod  she,  *  why 

2170  make  ye  your-self  for  to  be  lyk  a  fool?  / 
For  sothe,  it  aperteneth  nat  to  a  wys 
man,  to  maken  swiche  a  sorwe.  /  Your 
doghter,  with  the  grace  of  god,  shal 
warisshe  and  escape.  /  And  al  were  it  so 
that  she  right  now  were  deed,  ye  ne  oghte 
nat  as  for  hir  deeth  jronr-self  to  destroye./ 
Senek  seith :  *^  the  wise  man  shal  nat 
take  to  greet  disconfort  for  the  deeth  of 
his  children,  /  but  certes  he  sholde  suffren 
it  in  pocience,  as  wel  as  he  abydeth  the 

3175  deeth  of  his  owene  propre  persone." '  / 

§  G.  This  Melibeus  answerdo  anon  and 
seyde,  *■  What  man,'  quod  he,  ^  sholde  of 
his  weping  stinte,  that  hath  so  greet 
a  cause  for  to  wepe?/  Jesu  Crist,  our 
lord,  him-self  wepte  for  the  deeth  of 
Lasarushisfreend.'/  Prudence  answerde, 
'  Certes,  wel  I  woot,  attempree  weping  is 
no-thing  defended  to  him  that  sorweful 
is,  amonges  folk  in  sorwe,  but  it  is  rather 
graunted  him  to  wepe.  /  The  Apostle 
Paul  un-to  the  Bomayns  wiyteth,  "  man 
shal  rejoyse  with  hem  that  maken  joye, 


and  wepen  with  swich  folk  as  wepen."  / 
But  thogh  attempree  weping  be  y- 
graunted,  outrageous  weping  certes  is 
defended.  /  Mesure  of  weping  sholde  be  2180 
considered,  afl'er  ther  lore  that  techeth  us 
Senek.  /  "Whan  that  thy  freend  is 
deea,"  quod  he,  "  lat  nat  thyne  eyen  to 
moyste  been  of  teres,  ne  to  muche  dzye  ; 
althogh  the  teres  come  to  thyne  eyen,  lat 
hem  nat  falle."  /  And  whan  thou  hast 
for*goon  thy  freend,  do  diligence  to  gete 
another  freend  ;  and  this  is  more  wysdom 
than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which 
that  thou  hast  lorn ;  for  ther-inne  is  no 
bote.  /  And  therfore,  if  ye  goveme  yow 
by  sapience,  put  awey  sorwe  out  of  your 
herte.  /  Bemembre  yow  that  Jesus  Syrak 
seith  :  "  a  man  that  is  joyous  and  glad  in 
herte,  it  him  conservoth  florisshing  in  his 
age ;  but  soothly  sorweful  herto  maketh 
his  bones  drye."  /  He  seith  eek  thus ;  jtFs 
"that  sorwe  in  herte  sleeth  ful  many 
a  man."  /  Salomon  seith  :  "  that,  right 
as  motthes  in  the  shepes  flees  anoyeth  to 
the  clothes,  and  the  smale  wormes  to  the 
tree,  right  so  anoyeth  sorwe  to  the 
herte."  /  Wherfore  us  oghte,  as  wel  in 
the  deeth  of  our  children  as  in  the  losse 
of  our  goodes  temporels,  have  pacience.  / 

§  7.  Bemembre  yow  up-on  the  pacient 
Job,  whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children  and 
his  temporel  substance,  and  in  his  body 
endured  and  rece3rved  ful  many  a  grevons 
tribulacioun  ;  yet  seyde  he  thus :  /  "  our 
lord  hath  yevon  it  me,  our  lord  hath 
birafb  it  me  ;  right  as  our  lord  hath  wold, 
right  so  it  is  doon ;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  our  lord." '  /  To  thise  foreseide  thinges  2190 
answerde  Melibeus  un-to  his  wyf  Pru- 
dence ;  *  Alle  thy  wordes,'  quod  he,  ^been 
sothe,  and  ther-to  profitable ;  but  trewely 
myn  herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe  so 
grevously,  that  I  noot  what  to  done.'/ 
'  Lat  calle,'  quod  Prudence,  '  thy  trewe 
freendes  alle,  and  thy  linage  whiche  that 
been  wyse;  telleth  your  cas,  and  herkneth 
what  they  seye  in  oonseiling,  and  yow 
goveme  after  hir  sentence.  /  Salomon 
seith  :  "  wcrk  alio  thy  thinges  by  conseil, 
and  thou  shalt  never  repente." '  / 

§  8.  Thanne,  by  the  oonseil  of  his  wyf 
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Pmdence,  this  Melibens  leet  callen  a  gn^eet 
oongregaciotm  of  folk;  /  as  snii^iens, 
phisiciens,  oldo  folk  and  yonge,  and 
somme  of  hise  olde  enemys  reconsiled  as 
by  hir  semblaunt  to  liis  love  and  in-to  his 

3 195  grace  ;  /  and  ther-with-al  ther  comen 
somme  of  hise  neighebores  that  diden 
him  reverence  more  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happeth  ofte.  /  Ther  comen 
also  fnl  many  snbtile  flatereres,  and  wyse 
advocats  lemed  in  the  lawe.  / 

§  9.  And  -wrhan  this  folk  togidre  as- 
sembled weren,  this  Melibens  in  sorweftil 
wyse  shewed  hem  his  cas  ;  /  and  by  the 
manere  of  his  speche  it  semed  that  in 
herte  he  bar  a  cruel  ire,  redy  to  doon 
vengeannce  ap-on  hise  foos,  and  sodeynly 
desired  that  the  werre  sholde  biginne ;  / 
bat  nathelees  yet  axed  he  hir  conseil  npon 

jn%i  this  matore.  /  A  snrgien,  by  licence  and 
assent  of  swiche  as  weren  wyse,  np  roos 
and  un-to  MeUbens  seyde  as  ye  may 
here.  / 

§  10.  *  Sir,'  qnod  he,  '  as  to  us  surgiens 
aperteneth,  that  we  do  to  every  wight  the 
beste  that  we  can,  wher-as  we  been  with- 
holde,  and  to  our  pacients  that  we  do  no 
damage;  /  wherfore  it  happeth,  many 
tyme  and  ofte,  that  whan  twey  men  han 
everich  wounded  other,  oon  same  surgien 
heleth  hem  bothe  ;  /  wherefore  un-to  our 
art  it  is  nat  pertinent  to  norice  werre,  ne 
parties  to  supporte.  /  But  certes,  as  to 
the  warisshinge  of  your  doghter,  al-be-it 
so  that  she  perilously  be  wounded,  we 
shuUen  do  so  ententif  bisinesse  fro  day 
to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of  god  she 
shal  be  hool  and  sound  as  sone  as  is 

23i}s;  possible.'  /  Almost  right  in  the  same 
wyse  the  phisiciens  answerden,  save  that 
they  seyden  a  fewe  wordes  more :  /  *  That, 
right  as  maladyes  been  cured  by  hir 
contraries,  right  so  shul  men  warisshe 
werre  by  vengeannce.'  /  His  neighebores, 
fhl  of  envye,  his  feyned  freendes  that 
semeden  reconsiled,  and  his  flatereres,  / 
maden  semblant  of  weping,  and  em- 
peireden  and  agreggeden  muchel  of  this 
matere,  in  preising  greetly  Melibee  of 
might,  of  power,  of  riohesse,  and  of 
freendes,  despysinge  the  power  of  his 


adversaries,  /  and  seiden  outrely  that  he 
anon  sholde  wreken  him  on  his  foos  and 
biginne  werre.  /  a*i<> 

§  11.  Up  roos  thanne  an  ad\'Ocat  that 
"was  wys,  by  leve  and  by  conseil  of  othere 
that  were  wyse,  and  seyde :  / '  Lordinges, 
the  nede  for  which  we  been  assembled  in 
this  place  is  a  ful  hevy  thing  and  an 
heigh  matere,  /  by-cause  of  the  wrong 
and  of  the  wikkedneese  that  hath  bo 
doon,  and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete 
damages  that  in  tyme  comings  been 
possible  to  fallen  for  thu  same  cause ;  / 
and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete  riohesse 
and  power  of  the  parties  bothe ;  /  for  the 
whiche  resouns  it  were  a  ful  greet  peril 
to  erren  in  this  matere.  /  Wherfore,  2215 
Melibens,  this  is  our  sentence :  we  oon- 
seille  yow  aboven  alle  thing,  that  right 
anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in  kepinge  of 
thy  propre  persone,  in  swioh  a  wyse  that 
thou  ne  wante  noon  espye  ne  wacche,  thy 
body  for  to  save.  /  And  after  that  we 
oonseille,  that  in  thyn  hous  thou  sette 
suffisant  gamisoan,  so  that  they  may  as 
wel  thy  body  as  thyn  hous  defende.  / 
But  certes,  for  to  moeve  werre,  or  so- 
deynly for  to  doon  vengeannce,  we  may 
nat  demon  in  so  litel  tyme  that  it  were 
profitable.  /  Wherfore  we  axen  leyser 
and  espace  to  have  deliberacioun  in  this 
cas  to  deme.  /  For  the  commune  proverbe 
seith  thus:  "he  that  sone  demeth,  sone 
shal  repente."  /  And  eek  men  seyn  that  M20 
thilke  juge  is  wys,  that  sone  under- 
stondeth  a  matere  and  juggeth  by  leyser.  / 
For  al-be-it  so  that  alio  tarying  be 
anoyful,  algates  it  ia  nat  to  reprove  in 
yevinge  of  jugement,  ne  in  vengeance- 
taking,  whan  it  is  sniiisant  and  reson- 
able.  /  And  that  shewed  our  lord  Jesu 
Grist  by  ensample;  for  whan  that  the 
womman  that  was  taken  in  avoutrie  was 
broght  in  his  presence,  to  knowen  what 
sholde  be  doon  with  hir  persone,  al-be-it 
so  that  he  wiste  wel  him-self  what  that 
he  wolde  answere,  yet  ne  wolde  he  nut 
answere  sodeynly,  but  he  wolde  have 
deliberacioun,  and  in  the  ground  he 
wroot  twyes.  /  And  by  thise  causes  we 
axen  deliberacioun,  and  we  shal  thanne, 
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by  the  gpraoe  of  god,  oonseille  thee  thing 
that  shal  be  profitable.'/ 

§  12.  Up  stirten  thanne  the  yonge  folk 
atnones,  and  the  moste  partie  of  that 
oompanye  han  ncomed  the  olde  wyae 
men,  and  bigonnen  to  make  nosrse,  and 

3325  seyden :  that,  /  right  so  as  whjd  that  iren 
is  hoot,  men  sholden  smyte,  right  so,  men 
sholde  wreken  hir  wronges  whyle  that 
they  been  fresshe  and  newe;  and  with 
loud  vojrs  they  cryden,  •  werre !  werre !'/ 
Up  roos  tho  oon  of  thise  olde  ^vyse,  and 
with  his  hand  made  oontenannoe  that 
men  sholde  holden  hem  stille  and  yeven 
him  andienoe.  /  'Lordinges,'  qnod  he, 
*ther  is  fnl  many  a  man  that  oryeth 
"werre!  werre!"  that woot fnl litel what 
werre  amonnteth.  /  Werre  at  his  bi- 
ginning  hath  so  greet  an  entree  and  so 
large,  that  every  wi^ht  may  entre  whan 
him  lyketh,  and  lightly  flnde  werre,  / 
Bat,  certes,  what  ende  that  shal  ther-of 

2230  bifalle,  it  is  nat  light  to  knowe.  /  For 
sothly,  whan  that  werre  is  ones  bigonne, 
ther  is  fnl  many  a  child  unborn  of  his 
moder,  that  shal  sterve  yong  by-cause  of 
that  ilke  werre,  or  elles  live  in  sorwe  and 
dye  in  wreoohednesse.  /  And  ther-fore, 
er  that  uiy  werre  biginne,  men  moste 
have  greet  oonseil  and  greet  delibera- 
cionn.  Y  And  whan  this  olde  man  wende 
to  enforoen  his  tale  by  resona,  wel  ny 
alle  at-ones  bigonne  they  to  rj^se  for  to 
breken  his  tale,  and  beden  him  fnl  ofte 
his  wordes  for  to  abregge.  /  For  soothly, 
he  that  precheth  to  hem  that  listen  nat 
heren  his  wordes,  his  sermon  hem 
anoyeth.  /  For  Jesus  Syrak  seith  ;  that 
*musik  in  wepinge  is  anoyous  thing*; 
this  is  to  seyn :  as  muche  avaiUeth 
to  Bpeken  bifore  folk  to  whiche  his 
speche     anoyeth,     as    dooth    to    singe 

2235  bifom  him  that  wepeth.  /  And  whan 
this  wyse  man  sau^h  that  him  wanted 
audience,  al  shamefast  he  sette  him  doun 
agayn.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  *  ther-«s 
thou  ne  mayst  have  noon  audience, 
enforce  thee  nat  to  speke//  *  I  see  wel,' 
quod  this  wyse  man,  '  that  the  commune 
proverbe  is  sooth;  that  "good  oonseil 
wanteth  whan  it  is  most  nede." '/ 


§  18.  Tet  hadde  this  Melibeus  in  his 
conseil  many  folk,  that  prively  in  his  ere 
oonseilled  him  certeyn  thing,  and  con- 
seilled  him  the  oontrarie  in  general 
audience.  /  * 

Whan  Melibeus  hadde  herd  that  the 
gretteste  partie  of  his  oonseil  weren 
accorded  that  he  sholde  maken  werre, 
anoon  he  consented  to  hir  conseilling, 
and  ftdlyaffermed  hir  sentence./  Thanne  2240 
dame  Prudence,  whan  that  she  saugh  how 
thai  hir  housbonde  shoop  him  for  to 
wreken  him  on  his  foos,  and  to  biginne 
werre,  she  in  ful  humble  wyse,  when  she 
saugh  hir  tyme,  seide  him  thise  wordes :/ 

*  My  lord,'  quod  she,  *  I  yow  biseche  as 
hertely  as  I  dar  and  can,  ne  haste  yow 
nat  to  faste,  and  for  alle  guerdons  as 
yeveth  me  audience.  /  For  Piers  Alfonce 
seith  :  "  who-so  that  dooth  to  that  other 
good  or  harm,  haste  thee  nat  to  quyten 
it ;  for  in  this  wyse  thy  freend  wol  abyde, 
and  thyn  enemy  shal  the  lenger  live  in 
drede."  /  The  proverbe  seith :  "  he  hasteth 
wel  that  wysely  can  abyde";  and  in 
wikked  haste  is  no  profit.'/ 

§  14.  This  Melibee  answerde  un-to  his 
wyf  Prudence :  ^  I  purpose  nat,'  quod  he, 

*  to  werke  by  thy  oonseil,  for  many  causes 
and  resouns.  For  certes  every  wight 
wolde  holde  me  thanne  a  fool ;  /  this  is  2245 
to  seyn,  if  I,  for  thy  conseilling,  wolde 
chaungen  thinges  that  been  ordeyned 
and  affermed  hy  so  manye  wyse.  / 
Beooundly  I  seye,  that  alle  wommen  been 
wikke  and  noon  good  of  hem  alle.  For 
"of  a  thousand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 

"  I  fond  a  good  man :  but  certes,  of  alle 
wommen,  good  womman  fond  I  never."/ 
And  also  certes,  if  I  governed  me  by  thy 
oonseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde  yeve 
to  thee  over  me  the  maistrie ;  and  god 
forbede  that  it  so  were.  /  For  Jesus 
Syrak  seith;  "that  if  the  wyf  have 
maistrie,  she  is  oontrarious  to  hir  hous- 
bonde." /  And  Salomon  seith :  "  never 
in  thy  Ij^,  to  thy  yryf^  ne  to  thy  child,  ne 
to  thy  fk«end,  ne  yeve  no  power  over  thy- 
self For  bettre  it  were  that  thy  children 
aske  of  thy  persone  thinges  that  hem 
nedeth,  than  thou  see  thy-self  in  the 
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32^  haudes  of  thy  children."/  And  also,  if 
I  wolde  werke  by  thy  oonseilling,  certes 
iny  conseilling  moste  som  tyme  be  seoree, 
til  it  were  tyme  that  it  moste  be  knowe ; 
and  this  ne  may  noght  be.  /  [f  For  it  is 
writen,  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wommen 
can  hyden  thinges  that  they  witen 
noght."  /  Furthermoroi  the  philoeophre 
seith,  "in  wikked  conseil  wommen  ven- 
qoisshe  men  '* ;  and  for  thise  resonns  I  ne 
ow  nat  nsen  thy  conseil.']  / 

§  15.  Whanno  dame  Pmdenoe,  ftil 
debonairly  and  with  greet  pacience, 
liadde  herd  al  that  hir  honsbonde  lyked 
for  to  aeyey  thanne  axed  she  of  him 
licence  for  to  speke,  and  seyde  in  this 
wyse.  /  '  My  lord/  qnod  she,  '  as  to  your 
iirste  resoun,  certes  it  may  lightly  been 
answered.  For  I  sejre,  that  it  is  no  folie 
to  chaunge  conseil  whan  the  thing  is 
chaonged;     or   elles    whan    the    thing 

22^s;  semeth  otherweyes  than  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  more-over  I  seye,  that  though  ye  han 
sworn  and  bihight  to  perfonme  your 
omprise,  and  nathelees  ye  weyve  to  per- 
fourne  thilke  same  emprise  by  juste 
cause,  men  sholde  nat  seyn  therefore  that 
ye  were  a  Iyer  ne  forsworn,  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  "  the  wyse  man  maketh 
no  losing  whan  he  tumeth  his  corage  to 
the  bettre."  /  And  al-be-it  so  that  your 
emprise  be  establissed  and  ordeyned  by 
greet  multitude  of  folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat 
accomplice  thilke  same  ordinaunce  but 
yow  lyke.  /  For  the  trouthe  of  thinges 
and  the  profit  been  rather  founden  in 
fewe  folk  that  been  wyse  and  fnl  of 
resoun,  than  by  greet  multitude  of  folk, 
ther  every  man  cryeth  and  clatereth  what 
that  him  lyketh.  Soothly  swich  multi- 
tude is  nat  honeste.  /  As  to  the  seconde 
resoun,  where-cw  ye^seyn  that  "alle 
wommen  been  wikke,"  save  your  grace, 
certes  ye  despysen  alle  wommen  in  this 
wyse;  and  *'he  that  alle  despyseth  alle 

3i6o  displeseth,"  qb  seith  the  book.  /  And 
Sonek  seith  that  "  who-eo  wole  have 
sapience,  shal  no  man  dispreise ;  but  he 
shal  gladly  techen  the  science  that  he 
can,  with-outen  presumpoioun  or  piyde.  / 
And  swiche  thinges  as  he  nought  ne  can, 


he  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  leme  hem 
and  enquere  of  lasse  folk  than  him-self.'*/ 
And  sir,  that  ther  hath  been  many 
a  good  wonunan,  may  lightly  be  proved./ 
For  certes,  sir,  our  lord  Jesu  Crist  wolde 
never  have  descended  to  be  bom  of 
a  womman,  if  alle  wommen  hadden  ben 
wikke.  /  And  after  that,  for  the  grete 
bountee  that  is  in  wommen,  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist,  whan  he  was  risen  fro  deeth  to 
lyve,  appeered  rather  to  a  womman  than 
to  his  apostles.  /  And  though  that  a2fis 
Salomon  seith,  that  "he  ne  fond  never 
womman  good,"  it  folweth  nat  therfore 
that  alle  wommen  ben  wikke.  /  For 
though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good  womman, 
certes,  ful  many  another  man  hath 
founden  many  a  womman  fVil  good  and 
trewe.  /  Or  elles  per-aventure  the  en- 
tente of  Salomon  was  this ;  that,  as  in 
sovereyn  bountee,  he  fond  no  womman ;  / 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  sovereyn  bountee  save  god  allone ; 
as  he  him-eelf  recordeth  in  his  Evaun- 
gelie.  /  For  ther  nis  no  creature  so  good 
that  him  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfeocioun  of  god,  that  is  his  maker.  /  3370 
Your  thridde  resoun  is  this :  ye  seyn  that 
"if  ye  goveme  yow  by  my  conseil,  it 
sholde  seme  that  ye  hadde  yeve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordshipe  over  your 
persone."/  Sir,  save  your  grace,  it  is  nat 
so.  For  if  it  were  so,  that  no  man  sholde 
be  conseilled  but  only  of  hem  that  hadden 
lordshipe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone,  men 
wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofte.  /  For 
soothly,  thilke  man  that  asketh  conseil  of 
a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free  chois,  wheither 
he  wole  werke  by  that  conseil  or  noon.  / 
And  as  to  your  fourthe  resoun,  ther  ye 
seyn  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wommen  hath 
hid  thinges  that  they  woot  noght,"  as 
who  seith,  that  "  a  womman  can  nat  hyde 
that  she  woot " ;  /  sir,  thise  wordes  been 
understonde  of  wommen  that  been  jan- 
gleresses  and  wikked ;  /  of  which  e  wom-  2375 
men,  men  aeyn  that  "three  thinges 
dryven  a  man  out  of  his  hons ;  that  is  to 
sejm,  smoke,  dropping  of  reyn,  and 
wikked  wyves  " ;  /  and  of  swiche  wommen 
seith    Salomon,    that    "it    were    bettre 
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dwelle  in  deeeri,  than  with  ft  wommAn 
that  is  riotooB."  /  And  sir,  by  your  leve, 
that  am  nat  I ;  /  for  ye  han  ful  ofte 
assayed  my  grete  silence  and  my  gret 
XMtcience;  and  eek  how  wel  that  I  can 
hyde  and  hele  thinges  that  men  oghte 
secreely  to  hyde.  /  And  soothly,  as  to 
your  iifthe  resonn,  wher-as  ye  seyn,  that 
*'  in  wikked  oonseil  wommen  venqnisshe 
men  '* ;  god  woot,  thilke  resonn  stant 
22So  here  in  no  stede.  /  For  understond  now, 
ye  asken  conseil  to  do  wikkednesse ;  /and 
if  ye  wole  werken  wikkednesse,  and  yonr 
wyf  restreyneth  thilke  wikked  pnrpos, 
and  overcometh  yow  by  resonn  and  by 
good  oonseil ;  /  certes,  yonr  wyf  oghte 
rather  to  be  preised  than  y-blamed.  / 
Thns  sholde  ye  nnderstonde  Uie  philo- 
Eophre  that  seith,  "  in  wikked  conseil 
wommen  -venqnisshen  hir  honsbondes."  / 
And  ther-as  ye  blamen  alle  wonunen  and 
hir  resonns,  I  shal  sliewe  yow  by  manye 
onsamples  that  many  a  womman  hath 
ben  ful  good,   and  yet  been ;    and  hir 

2285  conseils  fnl  hoolsome  and  profitable.  / 
Eek  som  men  han  seyd,  that  "  the  con- 
seillinge  of  wommen  is  onther  to  dere,  or 
elles  to  litel  of  prys."  /  But  al-be-it  so, 
that  fol  many  a  womman  is  badde,  and 
hir  conseil  vile  and  noght  worth,  yet  han 
men  fonnde  fnl  many  a  good  wonunan, 
and  fnl  discrete  and  wise  in  conseillinge.  / 
Lo,  Jacob,  by  good  conseil  of  his  moder 
Bebekka,  wan  the  benisonn  of  Ysaak  his 
fader,  and  the  lordshipe  over  alle  his 
bretheren.  /  Jndith,  by  hir  good  conseil, 
delivered  the  citee  of  Bethnlie,  in  which 
she  dwelled,  ont  of  the  handes  of  Olo- 
femns,  that  hadde  it  biseged  and  wolde 
have  al  destroyed  it.  /  Abigail  delivered 
Nabal  hir  honsbonde  fro  David  the  king, 
that  wolde  have  slayn  him,  and  apaysed 
the  ire  of  the  king  by  hir  wit  and  by  hir 

2290  good  conseilling.  /  Hester  by  hir  good 
conseil  enhannced  greetly  the  peple  of 
god  in  the  regno  of  Assuems  the  king.  / 
And  the  same  bountee  in  good  conseilling 
of  many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle.  / 
And  moreover,  whan  onr  lord  hadde  creat 
Adam  onr  forme-fader,  he  seyde  in  this 
wyse :  /  "  it  is  nat  good  to  been  a  man 


allone ;  make  we  to  bim  an  help  semb- 
lable  to  himself."  /  Here  may  ye  se  that., 
if  that  wommen  were  nat  goode,  and  hir 
conseils  goode  and  profitable,  /  our  lord  2295 
god  of  hevene  wolde  never  han  wroght 
hem,  ne  called  hem  help  of  man,  bat 
rather  confnsionn  of  man.  /  And  ther 
seyde  ones  a  clerk  in  two  vers :  **  what  is 
bettre  than  gold  ?  Jaspre.  What  is  bettre 
than  jaspre  ?  Wisdom.  /  And  what  is 
bettre  than  wisdom?  Womman.  And 
what  is  bettre  than  a  good  womman? 
No-thing."  /  And  sir,  by  manye  of  othre 
resons  may  ye  seen,  that  manye  wommen 
been  goode,  and  hir  conseils  goode  and 
profitable.  /  And  therfore  sir,  if  ye  wol 
triste  to  my  conseil,  I  shal  restore  yow 
your  doghter  hool  and  sound.  /  And  eek  230U 
I  wol  do  to  yow  so  mnche,  that  ye  shnl 
have  honour  in  this  cause.'  / 

§  16.  Whan  Helibee  hadde  herd  the 
wordes  of  his  wyf  Prudence,  he  seyde 
thus  :  /  '  I  see  wel  that  the  word  of 
Salomon  is  sooth  ;  ho  seith,  that "  wordes 
that  been  spoken  discreetly  by  ordinaunce, 
been  honycombes ;  for  they  yeven  swet- 
nesse  to  the  sonle,  and  faoolsomnesse  to 
the  body."  /  And  wyf,  by-cause  of  thy 
swete  wordes,  and  eek  for  I  have  assayed 
and  proved  thy  grete  sapience  and  thy 
grete  trouthe,  I  wol  goveme  me  by  thy 
conseil  in  alle  thing.'  / 

§  17.  '  Now  sir,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'  and  sin  ye  voncheHMtuf  to  been  governed 
by  my  conseil,  T  wol  enforme  yow  how  ye 
shul  goveme  your-self  in  ohesinge  of  yonr 
conseiUours.  /  Te  shul  first,  in  alle  your  2505 
werkes,  mekely  biseken  to  the  hcighe  god 
that  he  wol  be  your  conseillour ;  /  and 
shapeth  yow  to  swich  entente,  that  he 
yeve  yow  conseil  and  confort,  as  taughte 
Thobie  his  sone  :  /  "  at  alle  tymes  thou 
sholt  blcsso  god,  and  praye  him  to  dresse 
thy  weyes";  and  looke  that  alle  thy 
conseils  been  in  him  for  evermore.  /  Seint 
Jame  eek  seith :  ''if  any  of  yow  have 
nede  of  sapience,  axe  it  of  god."  /  And 
afterward  thanno  shul  ye  taken  oonseil 
in  your-self,  and  examine  wel  your 
thoghtos,  of  swich  thing  as  yow  thinkcth 
that  is  best  for  your  profit.  /  And  thanne  ^Vo 
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shnl  ye  diyve  fro  your  herte  three  ihinges 
that  been  contrarionse  to  good  conseil,  / 
that  ifl  to  Be^,  ire,  coveitue,  and  hastif- 
nease.  / 

§  la  First,  he  that  axeth  oonseil  of 
him-aelf,  certee  he  moete  been  with-onten 
ire,  for  manye  oanses.  /  The  firste  is 
this :  he  that  hath  greet  ire  and  wratthe 
in  him-flelf,  he  wenpth  alwey  that  he 
may  do  tiling  that  he  may  nat  do./  And 
seconndely,  he  that  is  irons  and  wroth, 

^315  he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme ;  /  and  he  that 
may  nat  wel  deme,  may  nat  wel  con- 
seiUe./  The  thridde  is  this;  that  "he 
that  is  irons  and  wrooth,"  as  seith  Senek, 
"nemaynatspekebntheblamethinges";/ 
and  with  his  vicionse  wordes  he  stireth 
other  folk  to  angre  and  to  ire./  And 
eek  sir,  ye  moste  dryve  coveitise  oat  of 
yonr  herte.  /    For  the  apostle  seith,  that 

2330  **  coveitise  is  rote  of  alle  harmes."  /  And 
tmst  wel  that  a  coveitons  man  ne  can 
noght  deme  ne  thinke,  bnt  only  to  folfille 
the  ende  of  his  coveitise ;  /  and  certes, 
that  ne  may  never  been  accompliced ; 
for  ever  the  more  habundannce  that  he 
hath  of  richesse,  the  more  he  de^yreth.  / 
And  sir,  ye  moste  also  dryve  out  of  jronr 
herte  hastifnesse ;  for  certes,  /  ye  ne  may 
nat  deme  for  the  beste  a  sodesm  thought 
that  falleth  in  youre  herte,  but  ye  moete 
avyse  yow  on  it  ful  ofte.  /  For  as  ye 
herde  bifom,  the  commune  proverbe  is 
this,  that  "he  that  sone  demeth,  sone 

2325  repenteth."  / 

§  19.  Sir,  ye  ne  be  nat  alwey  in  lyke 
dlsposicionn ;  /  for  certes,  som  thing 
that  somtyme  semoth  to  yow  that  it  i? 
good  for  to  do,  another  tyme  it  semeth 
to  yow  the  contrarie.  / 

§  20.  Whan  ye  ban  taken  conseil  in 
yonr-self,  and  ban  domed  by  good  delib- 
eraoion  swich  thing  as  yon  semeth  best,  / 
thanne  rede  I  yow,  that  ye  kepe  it 
secree.  /  Biwrey  nat  yonr  conseil  to  no 
persone,  lmt«if  so  be  that  ye  wenen  sik- 
erly  that,  thnigh  your  biwreying,  your 
condicionn  shal  be  to   yow    the    more 

3350  profitable.  /  For  Jeens  Syrak  seith  : 
"neither  to  thy  foo  ne  to  thy  freend 
diacovere  nat  thy  secree  no  thy  folic ;  / 


for  they  wol  yeve  yow  audience  and 
loking  and  snpportacioun  in  thy  presence, 
and  scome  thee  in  thyn  absence."  / 
Another  clerk  seith,  that "  scarsly  shaltou 
finden  any  persone  that  may  kepe  con- 
sell  secre^."  /  The  book  seith  :  "  whyl 
that  thou  kepest  thy  conseil  in  thyn 
herte,  thou  kepest  it  in  thy  prisoun:/ 
and  whan  thou  biwreyest  thy  conseil  to 
any  wight,  he  holdeth  thee  in  his 
snare."/  And  therefore  yow  is  bettre  2335 
to  hyde  your  conseil  in  your  herte,  than 
praye  him,  to  whom  ye  han  biwreyed 
your  conseil,  that  he  wole  kepen  it  cloos 
and  stille.  /  For  Seneca  seith :  "  if  so  be 
that  thou  ne  mayst  nat  thyn  owene  con- 
seil hyde,  how  darstou  prayen  any  other 
wight  thy  conseil  secreely  to  kepe?"/ 
But  nathelees,  if  thou  wene  sikerly  that 
the  biwreying  of  thy  conseil  to  a  persone 
wol  make  thy  condicioun  to  stonden  in 
the  bettre  plyt,  thanne  shaltou  tellen 
him  thy  consoil  in  this  wjrse.  /  First, 
thou  Shalt  make  no  serablant  whether 
thee  were  lever  pees  or  werre,  or  this  or 
that,  ne  shewe  him  nat  thy  wille  and 
thyn  entente;/  for  trust  wel,  that 
comunly  thise  conseillours  been  flater- 
eres,  /  namely  the  conseillours  of  grete  2341) 
lordes ;  /  for  they  enforcen  hem  alwey 
rather  to  speken  plesante  wordes,  enclyn- 
inge  to  the  lordes  lust,  than  wordes  that 
been  trewe  or  profitable.  /  And  therfore 
men  seyn,  that  "  the  riche  man  hath  seld 
good  oonseil  but-if  he  have  it  of  him- 
self." /  And  after  that,  thou  shalt  con- 
sidere  thy  freendes  and  thyne  encmys.  / 
And  as  touchinge  thy  freendes,  thou  shalt 
oonsidere  whiche  of  hem  been  most 
feithful  and  most  wyse,  and  eldest  and 
most  approved  in  oonseilling.  /  And  of  3345 
hem  shalt  thou  aske  thy  conseil,  as  the 
caas  requireth.  / 

§  21.  I  seye  that  first  ye  shul  depe  to 
your  conseil  your  freendes  that  been 
trewe.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  that  "  right 
as  the  herte  of  a  man  deljrteth  in  savour 
that  is  Bote,  right  so  the  conseil  of  trewe 
freendes  yeveth  swetenesse  to  the  soule."/ 
He  seith  also:  "ther  may  no-thing  be 
lykned    to    the    trewe    freend."/      For 
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certes,  gold  ne  silver  both  nat  so  mnGhe 
2350  worth  as  the  gode  vril  of  a  trewe  freend.  / 
And  eek  he  seith,  that  ^*  a  trewe  freend 
is  a  strong  deffense;  who-so  that  it 
findeth,  certes  he  findeth  a  greet  tre- 
sonr."  /  Thanne  shnl  ye  eek  considere, 
if  that  your  trewe  freendes  been  dis- 
crete and  wyse.  For  the  book  seith : 
"  axe  alwey  thy  oonseil  of  hem  that  been 
wyse."  /  And  by  this  same  resonn  shnl 
ye  clepen  to  your  conseil,  of  your  ft-eendes 
that  been  of  age,  swiohe  as  han  seyn  and 
been  expert  in  manye  thinges,  and  been 
approved  in  conseillinges.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  "in  olde  men  is  the 
sapience  and  in  longe  tyme  the  pra- 
dence."/  And  Tollitis  seith :  that"grete 
thinges  ne  been  nat  ay  accompliced  by 
strengthe,  ne  by  delivemesse  of  body, 
bat  by  good  conseil,  by  auctoritee  of  per- 
sones,  and  by  science ;  tiie  whiche  three 
thinges  ne  been  nat  feble  by  age,  but 
certes  they  enforcen  and  encreesen  day 
^^5S  ^y  day."  /  And  thanne  shol  ye  kepe 
this  for  a  general  renle.  First  shul.ye 
clepen  to  your  conseil  a  fewe  of  your 
freendes  that  been  especiale ;  /  for  Salo- 
mon seith :  "  manye  freendes  have  thon ; 
but  among  a  thousand  chese  thee  oon  to 
be  thy  conseillour."  /  For  al-be-it  so 
that  thon  first  ne  telle  thy  oonseil  but 
to  a  fewe,  thon  m&ysi  afterward  telle  it 
to  mo  folk,  if  it  be  nede.  /  Bnt  loke 
alwey  that  thy  conseillonrs  have  thilke 
three  condicionns  that  I  have  seyd  bifore ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  they  be  trewe,  wyse, 
and  of  old  experienoe.  /  And  werke  nat 
alwey  in  every  nede  by  oon  connseillonr 
allone ;  for  somtyme  bihoveth  it  to  been 
2360  oonseilled  hy  manye.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  salvacioun  of  thinges  is  wher-as 
ther  been  manye  conseillonrs."  / 

§  22.  Now  sith  that  I  have  told  3row 
of  which  folk  ye  sholde  been  connseiUed, 
now  wol  I  teche  yow  which  oonseil  ye 
oghte  to  eschewe.  /  First  ye  shnl  eschewe 
the  conseilling  of  foles ;  for  Salomon  seith : 
"  taak  no  oonseil  of  a  fool,  for  he  ne  can 
noght  conseille»  bnt  after  his  owene  lost 
and  his  affecoionn."  /  The  book  seith : 
that  "  the  propretee  of  a  fool  is  this ;  he 


troweth  lightly  harm  of  every  wight, 
and  lightly  troweth  alle  bonntee  in  him- 
self." /  Thon  shalt  eek  eschewe  the  con- 
seilling of  alle  flatereres,  swiche  as  en- 
forcen hem  rather  to  preise  your  persone 
by  flateiye  than  for.,  to  telle  yow  the 
sothfastnesse  of  thinges.  /  2365 

§  28.  Wherfore  Tollius  seith :  "amonges 
alle  the  pestilences  that  been  in  freend- 
shipe,  the  gretteste  is  fiatexye."  And  ther- 
fore  is  it  more  nede  that  thon  eschewe  and 
drede  flatereres  than  any  other  peple.  / 
The  book  seith  :  "  thon  shalt  rather  drede 
and  flee  fro  the  swete  wordes  of  flateringe 
preiseres,  than  fro  the  egre  wordes  of  thy 
freend    that    seith    thee    thy   sothes."/ 
Salomon  seith,  that   "the  wordes  of  a 
flaterere  is  a  snare  to  caoche  with  inno- 
cents."/   He  seith  also,  that   "he  that 
speketh  to  his  freend  wordes  of  swetnesse 
and  of  plesannce,  setteth  a  net  bifom 
his  feet  to  oacohe  him."  /     And  therfore 
seith  Tollius :  "  enclyne  nat  thyne  eres  to 
flatereres,  ne  taketh  no  conseil  of  wordes 
of  flaterye."  /    And  Gaton  seith  :  "  avyse  23711 
thee  wel,  and  eschewe    the  wordes    of 
swetnesse  and  of  plesannce."  /    And  eek 
thou   shalt  eschewe   the   conseilling  of 
thyne  olde  onemys  that  been  reoonsiled.  / 
The    book    seith :    that   "  no  wight   re- 
toumeth   saufly  in-to  the  grace  of  his 
olde  enemy."  /     And  Isope  seith :    "  ne 
trust  nat  to  hem  to  whiche  thou  hast 
had  som-tyme  werre  or  enmitoe,  ne  telle 
hem    nat  thy   oonseiL"/    And    Seneca 
telleth  the  cause  why.     "  It  ir.ay  nat  be," 
seith  he,   ^*that,  where  greet  fyr  hath 
longe  tyme  endured,  that  ther  ne  dwell- 
eth  som  vapour  of  wammesse."  /     And  2375 
therfore  seith  Salomon :  "  in  thyn  olde 
£00  trust  never."/    For  sikerly,  though 
thyn  enemy  be  reconsiled  and  maketh 
thee  chore  of  humilitee,  and  louteth  to 
thee  with  his  heed,  ne  trust  him  never.  / 
For  certes,  he  maketh  thilke  fejmed  hu- 
militee more  for  his  profit  than  for  any 
love  of  thy  persone ;    by-cause  that  he 
demeth  to  have  viotorie  over  thy  persone 
by  swich  feyned  contenance,  the  which 
victorie  he  mighte  nat  have  by  stryf  or 
werre.  /  And  Peter  Alfonoe  seith :  "  make 
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no  felAwshipe  with  thyne  olde  enemys; 
for  if  thou  do  hem  bonntee,  they  wol  per- 
rerten  it  in-to  wikkednesse."  /  And  eek 
thoa  most  esohewe  the  coTiHeilling  of  hem 
that  been  thy  servants,  and  beren  thee 
greet  reverence;    for  peraventnre   th^ 

2380  seyn  it  more  for  drede  than  for  love.  / 
And  therfore  seith  a  philoeophre  in  this 
wyse :  "  ther  is  no  wight  parfitly  trewe 
to  him  that  he  to  sore  dredeth."  /  And 
Tallins  seith :  **  ther  nis  no  might  so 
greet  of  any  emperonr,  that  longe  may 
endure,  bnt-if  he  have  more  love  of  the 
peple  than  drede."/  Thou  shalt  also 
eschewe  the  conseiling  of  folk  that  been 
dronkelewe;  for  they  ne  can  no  conseil 
hyde./  For  Salomon  seith:  "ther  is 
no  privetee  ther-as  regneth  dronke- 
nesse."/  Te  shnl  also  han  in  suspect 
the  oonseilling  of  swich  folk  as  conseille 
yow  a  thing  prively,  and  conseille  yow 

2385  the  oontrarie  openly.  /  For  Cassidorie 
seith :  that  "  it  is  a  maner  sleighte  to 
hindre,  whan  he  sheweth  to  doon  a  thing 
openly  and  werketh  prively  the  con- 
trarie.**  /  Thou  shalt  also  have  in  suspect 
the  oonseilling  of  wikked  folk.  For  the 
book  seith :  "  the  oonseilling  of  wikked 
folk  is  alwey  fal  of  fraude : "  /  And  David 
seith:  "blisfnl  is  that  man  that  hath 
nat  folwed  the  oonseilling  of  shrewes."  / 
Thou  shalt  also  eschewe  the  conseiUing 
of  yong  folk ;  for  hir  oonseQ  is  nat  rype.  / 
§  24.  Now  sir,  sith  I  have  shewed  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  your  conseil, 
and  of  which  folk  ye    shul   folwe  the 

2390  conseil,  /  now  wol  I  teche  yow  how  ye 
shal  examine  your  conseil,  after  the  doo- 
trine  of  Tullius.  /  In  the  examininge 
thanne  of  your  conseillour,  ye  shul  con- 
sidere  manye  thinges.  /  Alderfirst  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  in  thilke  thing  that 
thou  purposest,  and  upon  what  thing 
thou  wolt  have  conseil,  that  verray 
trouthe  be  seyd  and  conserved ;  this  is 
to  seyn,  telle  trewely  thy  tale.  /  For  he 
that  seith  fals  may  nat  wel  be  conseilled, 
in  that  cas  of  which  he  lyeth.  /  And 
after  this,  thou  shalt  considere  the  thinges 
that  acorden  to  that  thou  purposest  for 
to   do   by   thy   conseillours,    if  resoun 


accords  therto ;  /  and  eek,  if  thy  might  3395 
may  atteine  ther-to;    and  if  the  more 
part  and  the  bettre   part  of  thy  con- 
seillours  aoorde  ther-to,  or  no.  /    Thanne 
shaltou  considere  what  thing  shal  folwe 
of  that  conseiUing ;  as  hate,  pees,  werre, 
grace,    profit,  or   damage;    and  manye 
othere  thinges.  /  And  in  alle  thise  thinges 
thou  shalt  chese  the  .bests,  and  weyve 
alle  othere  thinges.  /    Thanne  shaltow 
considere  of  what  rote  is  engendred  the 
matere  of  thy  conseil,  and  what  fruit 
it  may  conceyve  and  engendre.  /    Thou 
shalt  eek  considere  alle  thise  causes,  fro 
whennes   they   been    sprongen.  /     And  3400 
whan  ye  han  examined  your  conseil  as 
I  have  seyd,  and  which  partie  is  the 
bettre    and    more   profitable,  and    hast 
approved   it   by  manye  wjrse    folk  and 
olde  ;  /  thanne  shaltou  considere,  if  thou 
mayst  x>arfoume  it  and  maken  of  it  a 
good  ende.  /    For  certes,  resoun  wol  nat 
that  any  man  sholde  biginne  a  thing, 
but-if  he  mighte   x>arfoume  it  as  him 
oghte.  /    Ne  no  wight  sholde  take  up-on 
hym  so  hevy  a  charge  that  he  mighte 
nat  here  it.  /    For  the  proverbe  seith : 
"he  that  to  muche  embraceth,  distrey- 
neth  litel."  /    And  Catoun  seith  :  "  assi^  2405 
to  do  swich  thing  as  thou  hast  power  to 
doon,  lest  that  the  charge  oppresse  thee 
ao  sore,  that   thee   bihoveth    to  weyve 
thing  that  thou  hast  bigonne."/    And 
if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  doute,  whether 
thou  mayst  parfoume  a  thin^  or  noon, 
chese  rather  to   suffre  than  biginne.  / 
And  Piers  Alphonoe  seith :  "  if  thou  hast 
might  to  doon  «  thing  of  which  thou 
most   repente    thee,   it  is  bettre  ^nay' 
than  '  ye  * ; "  /  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee 
is  bettre  holde  thy  tonge  stille,  than  for 
to  speke.  /    Thanne  may  ye  understonde 
by  strenger  resons,  that   if  thou  hast 
power  to  parfourne  a  werk  of  which  thou 
shalt  repente,  thanne  is  it  bettre  that 
thou  sufifre  than  biginne.  /    Wel  seyn  3410 
they,  that  defenden  evexy  wight  to  assays 
any  thing    of   which    he    is    in  doute, 
whether  he  may  parfoume  it  or  no.  / 
And  after,  whan  ye  han  examined  your 
conseil  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  and  knowen 
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^el  that  ye  may  parfonme  yoture  em- 
prisdt  conferme  it  thaxme  sadly  til  it  be 
at  an  ende.  / 

§  26.  Kow  is  it  refloim  and  tyme  that 
I  shewe  yow,  whanne,  and  wherfore,  that 
ye  may  channge  your  oonseil  with-outen 
your  reprove.  /  Soothly,  a  man  may 
ohaungen  his  puipos  and  his  conseil  if 
the  cause  cesseth,  or  whan  a  newe  caas 
bitydeth.  /  For  the  lawe  seith :  that 
"upon    thinges    that    newely   bityden 

3415  bihoveth  newe  oonseiL"/  And  8enek 
seith  1  "if  thy  oonseil  is  comen  to  the 
ereS  of  thyu  enemy,  chaunge  thy  con- 
seil."/ Thou  mayst  also  chaunge  thy 
oons^  if  so  be  that  thou  finde  that,  by 
errour  or  by  other  cause,  harm  or  damage 
may  bityde.  /  Also,  if  thy  conseil  be 
dishonest,  or  elles  cometh  of  dishoneste 
cause,  chaunge  thy  conseil./  For  the 
lawes  seyn  :  that  "  alle  bihestes  that  been 
dishoneste  been  of  no  value."/  And 
eek,  if  it  so  be  that  it  be  inpossible,  or 

3420  may  nat  goodly  be  parfoumed  or  kept.  / 
§  26.  And  ti^e  this  for  a  general  reule, 
that  every  conseil  that  is  affermed  so 
strongly  that  it  may  nat  be  chaunged, 
for  no  condicioun  that  may  bityde,  I 
seye  that  thilke  conseil  is  wikked.*  / 

§  27.  This  Melibeus,  whanne  he  hadde 
hard  the  doctrine  of  his  wyf  dame  Pru- 
dence, answerde  in  this  wyse.  /  *  Dame,* 
quod  he,  *  as  yet  in-to  this  tyme  ye  han 
wel  and  covenably  taught  me  as  in 
general,  how  I  shal  goveme  me  in  the 
chesinge  and  in  the  withholdings  of 
my  conseiUours.  /  But  now  wolde  I 
fayn  that  ye  wolde  condesoende  in 
especial,  /  and  telle  me  how  lyketh 
yow,  or  what  semeth  yow,  by  our 
conseiUours  that  we  han  chosen  in  our 

3425  present  nede.'  / 

§  28.  'My  lord,'  quod  she,  *  I  biseke 
yow  in  al  humblesse,  that  ye  wol  nat 
wilfully  replye  agayn  jay  resouns,  ne 
distempre  your  herte  thogh  I  speke 
thing  that  yow  displese.  /  For  god  wot 
that,  as  in  myn  entente,  I  speke  it  for 
your  beste,  for  your  honour  and  for  your 
profite  eke.  /  And  soothly,  I  hope  that 
your  benignitee  wol  taken  it  in  paoience./ 


Trusteth  me  wel,'  quod  she,  *that  your 
conseil  as  in  this  caas  ne  sholde  nat, 
as  to  speke  properly,  be  called  a  con- 
seilling,  but  a  mooioun  or  a  moevyng  of 
folye ;  /  in  which  conseil  ye  han  erred  in 
many  a  sondiy  wyse.  /  2430 

§  29.  First  and  forward,  ye  han  erred 
in  th'assemblinge  of  your  conseiUours.  / 
For  ye  sholde  first  have  cleped  a  fewe 
folk  to  your  conseil,  and  after  ye  mighte 
han  shewed  it  to  mo  folk,  if  it  hadde 
been  nede.  /  But  certes,  ye  han  sodeynly 
cleped  to  your  conseU  a  greet  multitude 
of  peple,  fVU.  ohargeant  and  ful  anoyous 
for  to  here.  /  Also  ye  han  erred,  for 
there-as  ye  i^olden  only  have  cleped  to 
your  conseil  yowt  trewe  freendes  olde  and 
wyse,/  ye  han  y-cleped  straunge  folk, 
and  yong  folk,  false  flatereres,  and  enemys 
reconsUed,  and  folk  that  doon  yow 
reverence  withouten  love.  /  And  eek  2455 
also  ye  have  erred,  for  ye  han  broght 
with  yow  to  your  conseU  ire,  eovetise, 
and  hastifnesse ;  /  the  whiche  three 
thinges  been  contrariouse  to  every  conseil 
honeste  and  profitable;/  the  whiche 
three  thinges  ye  han  nat  anientissed  or 
destroyed  hem,  neither  in  your-self  ne 
in  your  conseiUours,  as  yow  oghte,  /  Ye 
han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  shewed  to 
your  conseiUours  jrour  talent,  and  your 
affeocioun  to  make  werre  anon  and  for 
to  do  vengeance;/  they  han  espyed  by 
your  wordes  to  what  thing  ye  been 
endyned.  /  And  therfore  han  they  3440 
rather  conseilled  yow  to  your  talent  than 
to  your  profit.  /  Ye  han  erred  also,  for 
it  semeth  that  yow  sutfyseth  to  han  been 
oonseiUed  by  thi^e  conseiUours  only,  and 
with  Utel  avys;/  wher-as,  in  so  greet 
and  so  heigh  a  nede,  it  hadde  been 
neceesarie  mo  conseiUours,  and  more 
deUberacioun  to  parfoume  your  empriae./ 
Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  nat 
examined  your  conseU  in  the  forseyde 
manere,  ne  in  due  manere  as  the  caas 
requireth.  /  Ye  han  erred  alao,  for  ye 
han  maked  no  divisioun  bitwixe  yo\iT 
conseiUours;  this  is  to  seyn,  bitwixen 
your  trewe  freendes  and  your  feyned 
conseiUours ;  /    ne  ye  han    nat   knowe  2445 
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the  wil  of  your  trewe  freendes  olde  and 
ivyse ;  /  bat  ye  han  cast  alle  hir  wordes 
in  an  hochepot,  and  enclyned  yonr  herte 
to  the  more  part  and  to  the  gretter 
nombre ;  and  ther  been  ye  condescended./ 
And  sith  ye  wot  wel  that  men  shal 
olwey  flnde  a  gretter  nombre  of  foles 
than  of  wyse  men,  /  and  therfore  the 
conseils  that  been  at  co^gregacionns  and 
moltitudes  of  folk,  ther-as  men  take 
more  reward  to  the  nombre  than  to  the 
sapience  of  persones,  /  ye  see  wel  that  in 
swiohe  conseillinges  foles  han  the  mais- 

^450  trie.'  /  Melibens  answerde  agayn,  and 
seyde :  *  I  grannte  wel  that  I  have  erred ;  / 
bat  ther-as  thoa  hast  told  me  heer-bifom, 
that  he  nis  nat  to  blame  that  channgeth 
hise  conseilloars  in  certein  caas,  and  for 
certeine  joste  oaases,  /  I  am  al  redy  to 
chaange  my  conseilloars,  right  as  thoa 
wolt  devyse.  /  The  proverbe  seith :  that 
"  for  to  do  sinne  is  mannish,  bat  oertes 
for  to  persevere  longe  in  sinne  is  werk  of 
thedeveL"'/ 
§  80.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 

^455  dame  Pradence,  and  seyde :  /  'Ezamineth,* 
qaod  she,  'yoor  conseil,  and  lat  us  see 
the  whiohe  of  hem  han  spoken  most 
resonably,  and  taaght  yow  best  conseiL  / 
And  for-as-mache  as  that  the  ezamin- 
aoioan  is  neceesarie,  lat  as  biginne  at  the 
sargiens  and  at  the  phisiciens,  that  first 
speken  in  this  matere.  /  I  sey  yow,  that 
the  sargiens  and  phisiciens  han  seyd 
yow  in  yoar  conseil  discreetly,  as  hem 
ooghte ;  /  and  in  hir  speche  seyden  fol 
wysly,  that  to  the  office  of  hem  aper- 
teneth  to  doon  to  every  wight  honoar 
and  profit,  and  no  wight  for  to  anoye ;  / 
and,  after  hir  craft,  to  doon  greet  dili- 
gence xin-to  the  core  of  hem  whiche  that 

3460  they  han  in  hir  govemannce.  /  And 
sir,  right  as  they  han  answered  wysly 
and  discreetly,  /  right  so  rede  I  that 
they  been  heighly  and  sovereynly  gaer- 
doned  for  hir  noble  speche ;  /  and  eek 
for  they  sholde  do  the  more  ententif 
bisinesse  in  the  coracioon  of  yoar  doghter 
dere.  /  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  been 
yonr  freendes,  therfore  shal  ye  nat 
saffiren  that  they  serve  yow  for  noght;  / 


bat  ye  oghte  the  rather  guerdone  hem 
and  shewe  hem  yoar  largesse.  /  And  as  2465 
toachinge  the  proposicioun  which  that 
the  phisiciens  entreteden  in  this  caas,  this 
is  to  seyn,  /  that,  in  maladyes,  that  oon 
contraiie  is  warisshed  by  another  con> 
trarie,  / 1  wolde  fayn  knowe  how  ye 
andeiBtonde  thilke  text,  and  what  is 
yoar  sentence.'  /  *  Gertes,'  qaod  Melibeas, 
'  I  anderstonde  it  in  this  wyse :  /  that, 
right  as  they  han  doon  me  a  contrarie, 
right  so  sholde  I  doon  hem  another.  /  3470 
For  right  as  th^  han  venged  hem  on  me 
and  doon  me  wrong,  right  so  shal  I 
venge  me  apon  hem  and  doon  hem 
wrong;/  and  thanne  have  I  cored  oon 
contrarie  by  another.'  / 

§  81.  *  Lo,  lo ! '  qaod  dame  Pradence, 
*how  lightly  is  every  man  enclyned  to 
his  owene  dei^rr  and  to  his  owene  pie- 
saance  I  /  Certes,*  qaod  she,  *  the  wordes 
of  the  phisiciens  ne  sholde  nat  han  been 
anderstonden  in  this  wyse.  /  For  certes, 
wikkednesse  is  nat  contrarie  to  wikked- 
nesse,  ne  vengeaance  to  vengeaonce,  ne 
wrong  to  wrong ;  bat  they  been  sembla- 
ble.  /  And  therfore,  o  vengeaance  is  nat  3475 
warisshed    by   another  vengeaance,  ne 

0  wrong  by  another  wrong ;  /  bat  everich 
of  hem  encreesceth  and  aggreggeth 
other./  Bat  oertes,  the  wordes  of  the 
phisiciens  sholde  been  anderstonden  in 
this  wyse:/  for  good  and  wikkednesse 
been  two  contraries,  and  pees  and  werre, 
vengeaance  and  safCraance,  discord  and 
accord,  and  manye  othere  thinges.  /  Bat 
certes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed  by 
goodnesse,  discord  by  accord,  werre  by 
pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  thinges.  /  3480 
And  heer-to  acoordeth  Seint  Panl  the 
apostle  in  manye  places.  /  He  seith : 
*'ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for  harm,  ne 
wikked  speche  for  wikked  speche ;  /  bat 

do  wel  to  him  that  dooth  thee  harm,  and 
blesse  him  that  seith  to  thee  harm."/ 
And  in  manye  othere  places  he  amones- 
teth  pees  and  accord.  /     Bat  now  wol 

1  speke  to  yow  of  the  conseil  which  that 
was  yeven  to  yow  by  the  men  of  lawe  and 
the  wyse  folk,  /  that  seyden  alle  by  oon  3485 
accord  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ;  /  that,  over 
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alle  thynges,  ye  sholde  doon  your  dili- 
gence to  kepen  your  persone  and  to 
wamestore  your  hoos.  /  And  seyden 
also,  that  in  this  caas  ye  og^hteu  for  to 
werken  ftd  ayysely  and  with  greet  deli- 
beracioun.  /  And  sir,  as  to  the  firste 
point,  that  toncheth  to  the  keping  of 
your  persone ;  /  ye  shul  onderstonde  that 
he  that  hath  werre  shal  evermore  mekely 

2490  &nd  devoutly  preyen  bifom  nUo  thinges,  / 
that  Jesus  Crist  of  his  grete  mercy  wol 
han  him  in  his  proteccioun,  and  been  his 
sovereyn  helping  at  his  nede.  /  For 
certes,  in  this  world  ther  is  no  wight  that 
may  be  oonseilled  ne  kept  suffisantly 
withouten  the  keping  of  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist.  /  To  this  sentence  accordeth  the 
prophete  David,  that  seith  :  /  **  if  god  ne 
kepe  the  citee,  in  ydel  waketh  he  that  it 
kepeth."  /  Now  sir,  thanne  shul  ye  com- 
mitte  the  keping  of  your  persone  to  your 
trewe  freendes  that  been  approved  and 

2495  y-knowe ;  /  and  of  hem  shul  ye  axen  help 
your  persone  for  to  kepe.  For  Oatoun 
seith  :  "  if  thou  hast  nede  of  help,  axe  it 
of  thy  freendes;/  for  ther  nis  noon  so 
good  a  phisicien  as  thy  trewe  freend."  / 
And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
fro  alle  straunge  folk,  and  fro  lyeres,  and 
have  alwey  in  suspect  hir  companye.  / 
For  Piers  Al fence  seith:  "ne  tak  no 
companye  by  the  weye  of  a  straunge  man, 
but-if  so  be  that  thou  have  knowe  him  of 
a  lengOT  tyme.  /  And  if  so  be  that  he 
£ei11o    in-to  thy  companye  paraventure 

2500  withouten  thyn  assent,  /  enquere  thanne, 
as  subtilly  as  thou  mayst,  of  his  con  verso- 
cioun  and  of  his  lyf  bifore,  and  feyne  thy 
wey ;  seye  that  thou  goost  thider  as  thou 
wolt  nat  go ;  /  and  if  he  bereth  a  spere, 
hold  thee  on  the  right  syde,  and  if  he 
here  a  swerd,  hold  thee  on  the  lift  ^de."  / 
And  alter  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
wysely  from  alle  swich  manere  peple  as  I 
have  seyd  bifore,  and  hem  and  hir  conseil 
eschewe.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  yow  in  swich  manere,  /  that  for 
any  presumpcioun  of  your  strengthe,  that 
ye  ne  dispyse  nat  ne  acounte  nat  the  might 
of  your  adversarie  so  litel,  that  ye  lete 
the  keping  of  your  persone  for  your  pre- 


sumpcioun ;  /  for  every  W3rs  man  dredeth  2505 
his  enemy.  /  And  Salomon  seith :  "  welefnl 
is  he  that  of  alle  hath  drede ;  /  for  certes, 
he  that  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  his  herto 
and  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  him-self 
hath  to  greet  presumpcioun,  him  shal 
yvel  bityde."  /  Thanne  shul  ye  evermore 
oountrewayte  embusshements  and  alle 
espiaille.  /  For.Senek  seith  :  that  "the 
wyse  man  that  dredeth  harmes  escheweth 
harmes ;  /  ne  he  ne  falleth  in-to  perils, 
that  perils  escheweth."  /  And  al-be-it  so  2510 
that  it  seme  that  thou  art  in  siker  place, 
yet  shaltow  alwey  do  thy  diligence  in 
kepinge  of  thy  persone ;  /  this  is  to  seyn, 
ne  be  nat  necligent  to  kepe  thy  persone, 
nat  only  fro  thy  gretteste  enemys  but  fro 
thy  leeste  enemy.  /  Senek  seith :  "a 
man  that  is  wel  avysed,  he  dredeth  his 
leste  enemy."  /  Ovide  seith  :  that  "  the 
litel  wesele  wol  slee  the  grete  bole  and  the 
wQde  hert."  /  And  the  book  seith :  "a  2515 
litel  thorn  may  prikke  a  ^reet  king  ful 
sore ;  and  an  hound  wol  holde  the  wilde 
boor.'*/  But  nathelees,  I  sey  nat  thou 
Shalt  be  so  coward  that  thou  donte 
ther  wher-as  is  no  drede.  /  The  book 
seith :  that  "  somme  folk  han  greet 
lust  to  deceyve,  but  yet  they  dreden 
hem  to  be  deceyved."/  Yet  shaltou 
drede  to  been  empoisoned,  and  kepe 
yow  from  the  companye  of  soomeres.  / 
For  the  book  seith:  "with  scomeres 
make  no  companye,  but  flee  hir  wordes 
as  venim."  /  ac^c 

§  82.  Now  as  to  the  sooonde  point, 
wher-as  your  wyse  conseillours  conseilled 
yow  to  wamestore  your  hous  with  gret 
diligence,  /  I  wolde  fayn  knowe,  how  that 
ye  understonde  thilke  wordes,  and  what 
is  your  seutenoe.'  / 

§  83.  Mehbeus  answerde  and  seyde, 
*  Certes  I  understande  it  in  this  wise; 
tliat  I  shal  wamestore  myn  hous  with 
toures,  swiohe  as  han  castelles  and 
othere  manere  edifices,  and  larmure 
and  artelleries,  /  by  whiche  thinges  I 
may  my  persone  and  myn  hous  so 
kepen  and  defenden,  that  myne  enemys 
shul  been  in  drede  myn  hous  for  to 
approohe.'  / 
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§  84.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 
Prudenoe ;  '  Mramestoring^,'  quod  she,  *  of 
heiglie  tonres  and  of  grete  edifices  apper- 

2535  teneth  som-t^one  to  pryde ;  /  and  eek  men 
make  heighe  tonres  and  grete  edifices 
with  grete  costages  and  with  greet  tra- 
vaille ;  and  whan  that  they  been  acoom- 
pliced,  yet  be  they  nat  worth  a  stree,  bnt-if 
they  be  defended  by  trewe  freendes  that 
been  olde  and  wyae.  /  And  nnderstond 
welf  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeste 
gamison  that  a  riche  man  may  have,  as 
wel  to  kepen  his  persone  as  hise  goodes, 
is  /  that  he  be  biloved  amonges  his  snb- 
gets  and  with  hise  neighebores.  /  For 
thus  seith  Tullius :  that "  ther  is  a  maner 
gamison  that  no  man  may  venquisse  ne 
disconfite,  and  that  is,  /  a  lord  to  be 
biloved    of  hise    citeseins   imd    of    his 

«530  peple."  / 

§  35.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  thridde  point ; 
whereas  yonr  olde  and  wise  conseillonrs 
seyden,  that  yow  ne  oghte  nat  sodeynly 
ne  hastily  proceden  in  this  nede,  /  but 
that  yow  oghte  purveyen  and  apparaiUen 
yow  in  this  caas  with  greet  diligence  and 
greet  deliberaciotm ;  /  trewely,  I  trowe 
that  they  seyden  right  wysly  and  right 
sooth.  /  For  Tullius  seith,  "  in  every 
nede,  er  thou  biginne  it,  apparaille  thee 
with  greet  diligence.*'  /  Thanne  seye  I, 
that  in  vengeance-taking,  in  werre,  in 

2535  bataille,  and  in  womestoring,  /  er  thow 
biginne,  I  rede  that  thou  apparaille  thee 
ther-to,  and  do  it  with  greet  delibera- 
cioun.  /  For  Tullius  seith :  that  "  long 
apparailling  bifom  the  bataille  maketh 
short  victorie.'*  /  And  Gassidorus  seith : 
"the  gamison  is  stronger  whan  it  is 
longe  tyme  avysed,"  / 

§  86.  But  now  lat  us  speken  of  the 
conseil  that  was  accorded  by  your  neighe- 
bores, swiche  as  doon  yow  reverence 
withouten  love,  /  your  olde  enemys  recon- 

2540  siled,  your  flatereres  /  that  conseilled  yow 
certeyne  thinges  prively,  and  openly  con- 
seilleden  yow  the  oontrarie  ;  /  the  yonge 
folk  also,  that  conseilleden  yow  to  venge 
yow  and  make  werre  anon.  /  And  certes, 
sir,  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  ye  han  greetly 
erred  to  han  deped  swich  maner  folk  to 


your  conseil ;  /  which  conseillours  been 
y-nogh  reproved  l»y  the  resouns  afore- 
seyd.  /  But  nathelees,  lat  us  now  de- 
scende  to  the  special.  Ye  shuln  first 
procede  after  the  doctrine  of  Tullius.  /  2545 
Certes,  the  trouthe  of  this  matere  or  of 
this  conseil  nedeth  nat  diligently  en- 
quere;/  for  it  is  wel  wist  whiche  they 
been  that  han  doon  to  yow  this  trespas 
and  vileinye,  /  and  how  manye  trespas- 
sours,  and  in  what  manere  they  han  to 
yow  doon  al  this  wrong  and  al  this 
vileinye.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  examine  the  seconde  condicioun,  which 
that  the  same  Tullius  addeth  in  this 
matere.  /  For  Tullius  put  a  thing,  which 
that  he  clei>eth  "  eonsentinge,'*  this  is  to 
seyn  ;  /  who  been  they  and  how  manye,  2550 
and  whiche  been  they,  that  consenteden 
to  thy  conseil,  in  thy  wilfVilneese  to  doon 
hastif  vengeance.  /  And  lat  us  considere 
also  who  been  they,  and  how  manye  been 
they,  and  whiche  been  they,  that  con- 
senteden to  your  adversaries./  And 
certes,  aA  to  the  firste  poynt,  it  is  wel 
knowen  whiche  folk  been  they  that  con- 
senteden to  your  hastif  wilftdnesse  ;  / 
for  trewely,  alle  tho  that  conseilleden 
yow  to  maken  sodeyn  werre  ne  been  nat 
your  freendes.  /  Lat  us  now  considere 
whiche  been  they,  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
your  freendes  as  to  your  persone.  /  For  3555 
al-be-it  so  that  ye  be  mighty  and  riche, 
certes  ye  ne  been  nat  but  aUone.  /  For 
certes,  ye  ne  han  no  child  but  a  doghter ;  / 
ne  ye  ne  han  bretheren  ne  cosins  ger- 
mayns,  ne  noon  other  neigh  kinrede,  / 
wherfore  that  your  enemys,  for  drede, 
sholde  stinte  to  plede  with  yow  or  to 
destroye  your  persone.  /  Ye  knowen 
also,  that  your  richesses  moten  been  dis- 
pended  in  diverse  parties ;  /  and  whan  2560 
that  every  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  /  But  thyne  enemys  been 
three,  and  they  han  mania  children, 
bretheren,  cosins,  and  other  ny  kinrede ;  / 
and,  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  two  or  three,  yet  dwellen 
ther  y-nowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth  and  to 
slee  thy  persone.  /    And  though  so  be 
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that  your  kinrede  be  more  siker  and 
stedefast  than  the  kin  of  yonr  adver- 
sarie,  /  yet  nathelees  yonr  kinrede  nis 
bnt  a  fer  kinrede ;  they  been  but  litel  oib 

35^5  to  yow,  /  and  the  kin  of  yonr  enemys 
been  ny  sib  to  hem.  And  certes,  as  in 
that,  hir  condicionn  is  bet  than  yonrea,  / 
Thanne  lat  ns  considere  also  if  the  oon- 
seilling^  of  hem  that  oonseilleden  yow  to 
taken  sodeyn  vengeannoe,  whether  it 
accorde  to  resonn?/  And  oertes,  ye 
knowe  wel  "nay."  /  For  as  by  right  and 
resonn,  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeance 
on  no  wight,  bnt  the  jnge  that  hath  the 
jurisdiccionn  of  it,  /  whan  it  is  granntod 
him  to  take  thilke  vengeance,  hastily  or 

3570  attemprely,  as  the  lawe  reqnireth.  /  And 
yet  more-over,  of  thilke  word  that  Tnllius 
clepeth  "  consentinge,"  /  thon  shalt  con- 
sidere  if  thy  might  and  thy  power  mi^ 
consenten  and  snffyse  to  thy  wilfulnesse 
and  to  thy  conseillonrs.  /  And  oertes, 
thou  mayst  wel  seyn  that  "nay."/  For 
sikerly,  as  for  to  speke  proprely,  we  may 
do  no-thing  bnt  only  swich  thing  as  we 
may  doon  rightfully.  /  And  oertes,  right- 
fully ne  mowe  ye  take  no  vengeance  as  of 

^575  yottr  propre  auctoritee.  /  Thanne  mowe 
ye  Been,  that  your  power  ne  oonsenteth 
nat  ne  aocordeth  nat  with  your  wilful- 
nesse. /  Lat  us  now  examine  the  thridde 
point  that  Tullius  clepeth  "consequent."/ 
Thou  Shalt  understonde  that  the  ven- 
geance that  thou  purposest  for  to  take 
is  the  consequent.  /  And  ther-of  folweth 
another  vengeaunoe,  peril,  and  werre; 
and  othere  damages  with-onte  nombre,  of 
whiche  we  be  nat  war  as  at  this  tyme.  / 
And  as  touchinge  the  fourthe  point,  that 
2580  Tullius  clepeth  "  engendringe,"  /  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  this  wrong  which 
that  is  doon  to  thee  is  engendred  of  the 
hate  of  thyne  enemys;/  and  of  the 
vengeanoe-takinge  upon  that  wolde  en- 
gendre  another  vengeance,  and  muchel 
.sorwe  and  wastinge  of  richesses,  as  I 
_Boydo.  / 

§  37,  Now  sir,  as  to  the  point  that 
Tullius  clepeth  "  causes,"  which  that  is 
the  lasto  point,  /  thou  shalt  understonde 
that  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  reoeyved 


hath    certeine    causes,    /    whiche    that 
derkes  clepen  Orieiu  and  I^fficiena^  and 
Causa  Umginqua  and  Catua  propinqua; 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  fer  cause  and  the  ny 
cause.  /    The  fer  cause  is  almighty  god,  2585 
that  is  cause  of  alle  thinges.  /    The  neer 
cause  is  thy  three  enemys.  /    The  cause 
a«oidental  was  hate.  /  The  cause  material 
been  the  fyve  woundes  of  thy  doghter.  / 
The  cause  formal  is  the  manere  of  hir 
werkinge,    that    broghten    laddres   and 
doumben  in    at  thy  windowes.  /    The  2590 
cause  final  was  for  to  slee  thy  doghter  ; 
it  letted  nat  in  as  muche  as  in  hem  was.  / 
But  for  to  speken  of  the  fer  cause,  as  to 
what  ende  they  shul  come,  or  what  shal 
finally  bityde  of  hem  in  this  caas,  ne  can 
I  nat  deme  but  by  conjectinge  and  by 
supposinge.  /    For  we  shul  suppose  that 
they  shul  come  to  a  wikked  ende,  /  by- 
cause  that  the  Book  of  Decrees  seith: 
"selden  or  with  greet  peyno  been  causes 
y-broght  to  good  ende  whanne  they  been 
baddely  bigonne."  / 

§  88.  Now  sir,  if  men  wolde  axe  me, 
why  that  god  suffered  men  to  do  yow  this 
vileinye,  oertes,  I  can  nat  wel  answere  as 
for  no  sothfastnesse.  /  For  th'apostle  3595 
seith,  that  "  the  sciences  and  the  jugge- 
ments  of  our  lord  god  almighty  been  ful 
depe  ,*  /  ther  may  no  man  oomprehende 
ne  serchen  hem  sufllsantly."  /  Nathe- 
lees,  by  certeyne  presumpcions  and  oon- 
jectinges,  I  holds  and  bileve  /  that  god, 
which  that  is  ftil  of  justice  and  of  right- 
wisnesse,  hath  suffred  this  bityde  by 
juste  cause  resonable.  / 

§  89.  Thy  name  is  Melibee,  this  is  to 
seyn,  "  a  man    that  drinketh  hony."  /  a6oa 
Thou  hast  y-dronke  so  muchel  hony  of 
swete    temporel    richesses    and    delices 
and  honours  of  this  world,  /  that  thou 
art  dronken ;   and  hast  forgeten    Jesu 
Crist  thy  creatour;/  thou  ne  hast  nat 
doon  to  him  swich  honour  and  reverence 
as  thee  oughte.  /     Ne  thou  ne  hast  nat 
wel  y-taken  kepe  to  the  wordes  of  Ovide, 
that  seith :  /    "  under  the  hony  of  the 
godes  of  the  body  is  hid  the  venim  that 
sleeth  the  soule."  /    And  Salomon  seith,  3^0$ 
"  if  thou  hast  founden  hony,  ete  of  it  that 
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suffjseth ;  /  for  if  thou  ete  of  it  oat  of 
mesore,  thou  shalt  spewe,"  and  be  nedy 
and  povre.  /  And  peraventore  Crist  hath 
thee  in  despit,  and  hath  tamed  awey  fro 
thee  his  face  and  hise  eres  of  miseri- 
corde ;  /  and  also  he  hath  sofired  that 
thou  hast  been  ponisshed  in  the  manere 
that  thow  hast  y-treapassed.  /    Thoa  hast 

2610  doon  sinne  agayn  our  lord  Grist ;  /  for 
oertes,  the  three  enemys  of  mankinde, 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  flessh,  the  feend,  and 
the  world,  /  thou  hast  snffred  hem  entre 
in-to  thyn  herte  wilfVilly  by  the  windowes 
of  thy  body,  /  and  hast  nat  defended  thy- 
self snffisantly  agayns  hir  assaates  and 
hir  temptacioons,  so  that  they  han 
wonnded  thy  soule  in  fyve  placves ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  the  deedly  sinnes  that  been 
entred  in-to  thyn  herte  by  thy  fyve 
wittes.  /  And  in  the  name  manere  oar 
lord  Crist  hath  wold  and  suffired,  that  thy 
three  enemys  been  entred  in-to  thyn  hoas 

3615  by  the  windowes,  /  and  han  y-woonded 
thy  doghter  in  the  fore-seyde  manere.*  / 

§  40.  '  Certes,'  quod  Melibee,  *  I  see  wel 
that  ye  enforce  yow  machel  by  wordes  to 
overcome  me  in  swich  manere,  that  I  shal 
nat  venge  me  of  myne  enemys ;  /  shew- 
inge  me  the  perils  and  the  yveles  that 
mighten  falle  of  this  vengeance.  /  Bat 
.  who-BO  wolde  considere  in  alle  vengeances 
the  x>erils  and  yveles  that  mighte  sewe  of 
vengeonce-takinge,  /  a  man  wolde  never 

3620  take  vengeance,  and  that  were  harm ;  / 
for  by  the  vengeance-takinge  been  the 
wikked  men  dissevered  fro  the  gode 
men.  /  And  they  that  han  wil  to  do 
wikkednesse  restreyne  hir  wikked  porpos, 
whan  they  seen  the  ponissinge  and  ohas- 
tysinge  of  the  trespassoars.'  /  [f  And  to 
this  answerde  dame  Pradenoe :  '  Certes,' 
seyde  she,  *I  graante  wel  that  of  ven- 
geaance  cometh  machel  yvel  and  machel 
good ;  /  bat  vengeaanoe-taking  aperteneth 
nat  anto  everichoon,  but  only  anto  joges 
and  xmto  hem  that  han  jarisdiccioan 
upon  the  trespassoars.]  /  And  yet  seye  I 
more,  that  right  as  a  singoler  persone 
sinneth  in  takinge  vengeance  of  another 

9635  man,  /  right  so  sinneth  the  joge  if  he  do 
no  vengeance  of  hem  that  it  han  de- 


served. /  For  Senek  seith  thus :  "  that 
maister,"  he  seith,  "  is  good  that  proveth 
shrewes."  /  And  as  Cassidore  seith  :  "  A 
man  dredeth  to  do  outrages,  whan  he 
woot  and  knoweth  that  it  displeseth  to 
the  joges  and  sovereyns. "  /  And  another 
seith  :  *^  the  joge  that  dredeth  to  do  right, 
maketh  men  shrewes."  /  And  Seint  Paule 
the  apostle  seith  in  his  epistle,  whan  he 
wryteth  xm-to  the  Bomayns :  that  "  the 
joges  beren  nat  the  spere  with-outen 
caose ;  **  /  but  they  beren  it  to  punisse  2630 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  and  for  to 
defende  the  gode  men.  /  If  ye  wol  thanne 
take  vengeance  of  your  enemys,  ye  shul 
retoume  or  have  your  recours  to  the  juge 
that  hath  the  jorisdiccion  up-on  hem ;  / 
and  he  shal  punisse  hem  as  the  lawe 
axeth  and  requyreth.'  / 

§41.  'A!*  quod  Melibee,  *this  ven- 
geance lyketh  me  no-thing.  /  I  bithenke 
me  now  and  take  hede,  how  fortune  hath 
norissed  me  fro  my  childhede,  and  hath 
holpen  me  to  passe  many  a  strong  pas.  /  2635 
Now  wol  I  assayen  hir,  trowinge,  with 
goddes  help,  that  she  shal  helps  me  my 
shame  for  to  venge.'  / 

§42.  *  Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  'if  ye 
wol  werke  by  lay  conseil,  ye  shul  nat 
assays  fortune  by  no  wey ;  /  ne  ye  shul 
nat  lene  or  bowe  unto  hir,  after  the  word 
of  Senek :  /  for  "  thinges  that  been  folily 
doon,  and  that  been  in  hope  of  fortune, 
shuUen  never  come  to  good  ende."  /  And 
as  the  same  Senek  seith :  "  the  more  cleer 
and  the  more  shyning  that  fortune  is,  the 
more  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken  she 
is."  /  Tmsteth  nat  in  hir,  for  she  nis  2640 
nat  stidefast  ne  stable ;  /  for  whan  thow 
trowest  to  be  most  seur  or  siker  of  hir 
help,  she  wol  faille  thee  and  deceyve 
thee.  /  And  wheras  ye  seyn  that  fortune 
hath  norissed  yow  fro  your  childhede,  / 
I  seye,  that  in  so  muchel  shul  ye  the 
lasse  truste  in  hir  and  in  hir  wit.  /  For 
Senek  seith  :  "  what  man  that  is  norissed 
by  fortune,  she  maketh  him  a  greet 
fooL"  /  Now  thanne,  sin  ye  de^yre  and  2645 
axe  vengeance,  and  the  vengeance  that  is 
doon  after  the  lawe  and  bifore  the  jxige 
ne  lyketh  yow  nat,  /  and  the  vengeance 
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that  is  doon  in  hope  of  fortune  is  peril- 
ens   and    nnoertein,  /  thanne   hare  ye 
noon  other  remedie  bat  for  to  have  yottr 
reconnr  nnto    the    sovereyn   jnge    that 
vengeth    alle  vileinyes  and  wronges ;  / 
and  he  shal  venge  yovr  after  that  him-self 
witnessethf  wher-«a  he  seiih  :  /  "  leveth 
2650  the  vengeance  to  me,  and  I  shal  do  it." '  / 
§  48.  Melibee  answerde,  *  if  I  ne  venge 
jne  nat  of  the  vileinye  that  men  han 
doon  to  me,  / 1  sompne  or  wame  hem 
that  han  doon  to  me  that  vileinye  and 
alle  othere,  to  do  me  another  vileinye.  / 
For  it  is  writen :  "  if  thou  take  no  ven- 
geance of  an  old  vileinye,  thou  sompnest 
thyne    adversaries    to   do  thee  a  newe 
vileinye."  /     And  also,  for  my  suffrance, 
men  wolden  do  to  me  so  muchel  vileinye, 
that  I  mighte  neither  here  it  ne  sustene ;  / 
and  so  sholde  I  been  put  and  holden  over 
2655  lowe.  /     For   men    seyn  :    "  in    muchel 
sufiringe  shul  manye  thinges  falle  un-to 
thee    whiche    thou    shalt    nat     mowe 
BufEre."'/ 

§  44.  '  Gertes,*  quod  Prudence,  *  I 
graunte  yow  that  over  muchel  sufFraunce 
nis  nat  good ;  /  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat 
therK>f,  that  every  persone  to  whom  men 
doon  vUeinjre  take  of  it  vengeance  ;  /  for 
that  aperteneth  and  longeth  al  only  to 
the  juges,  for  they  shul  venge  the  vileinyes 
and  iniuries.  /  And  ther-fore  tho  t^ro 
auctorit^es  that  ye  han  seyd  above,  been 
2660  only  understonden  in  the  juges ;  /  for 
whan  they  sufifren  over  muchel  the 
WTonges  and  the  vileinyes  to  be  doon 
withonten  punisshinge,  /  they  sompne 
nat  a  man  al  only  for  to  do  newe  wronges, 
but  they  comanden  it.  /  Also  a  wys  man 
seith  :  that  *^  the  juge  that  correcteth  nat 
the  sinnere  comandeth  and  biddeth  him 
do  sinne,"  /  And  the  juges  and  sovereyns 
mighten  in  hir  land  so  muchel  sufFre  of 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  /  that  they 
sholden  by  swich  su£france,  by  proces  of 
tyme,  wexen  of  swich  power  and  might, 
that  they  sholden  putte  out  the  juges 
266s  and  the  sovereyns  from  hir  places,  /  and 
atte  laste  maken  hem  lesen  hir  lord- 
shipes.  / 

§  45.  But  lat  us  now  putte,  that  ye 


have  leve  to  venge  yow.  /  I  seye  ye  been 
nat  of  might  and  power  as  now  to  venge 
yow.  /  For  if  ye  wole  maken  comparisoun 
un-to  the  might  of  your  adversaries,  ye 
shul  flnde  in  manye  thinges,  that  I  have 
shewed  yow  er  this,  that  hir  condicioun 
is  bettre  than  youres.  /  And  therfore 
seye  I,  that  it  is  good  as  now  that  ye 
snff^  and  be  pacient.  /  3670 

§  46.  Forther-more,  ye  knowen  wel  that, 
after  the  oomune  sawe,  "  it  is  a  woodneese 
a  man  to  stryve  with  a  strenger  or  a  more 
mighty  man  than  he  is  him-self;  /  and 
for  to  stryve  with  a  man  of  evene  strengthe, 
that  is  to  aeyrkf  with  as  strong  a  man  as 
he,  it  is  peril ;  /  and  for  to  stiyve  with  a 
weyker  man,  it  is  folie."  /    And  therfore 
sholde  a  man  flee  stryvinge  as  muchel  as 
he  mighte.  /    For  Salomon  seith  :  **  it  is 
a  greet  worship  to  a  man  to  kei>en  him 
fro  noyse  and  stryf."  /    And    if   it    so  3675 
bifnlle  or  happe  that  a  man  of  gretter 
might  and  strengthe  than  thou  art  do 
thee  grevaunce,  /  studie  and  bisie  thee 
rather  to  stille  the  same  grevaunce,  than 
for  to  venge  thee.  /    For  Senek  seith  : 
that  "  he  putteth  him  in  greet  peril  that 
stiyveth  with  a  gretter  man  than  he  is 
him-self."  /    And  Catoun  seith  :    "  if  a 
man  of  hyer  estaat  or  degree,  or  more 
mighty  than  thou,  do  thee  anoy  or  gre- 
vaunce, sufhre  him ;  /  for  he  that  ones 
hath  greved    thee    may    another    tyme 
releve  thee    and  helpe."  /    Tet  sette  I  2680 
caas,  ye  have  bothe  might  and  licence  for 
to  venge  yow.  /    I  seye,  that  ther  be  ful 
manye  thinges  that  shul  restrejme  yow 
of  vengeance-takinge,  /  and  make  yow 
for  to  enclyne  to  suffire,  and  for  to  han 
pacience  in  the  thinges  that  han  been 
doon  to  yow.  /    First  and  foreward,  if  ye 
wole  considere  the  defautes  that  been  in 
your  owene  persone,  /  for  whiche  deiiEkutes 
god  hath  sufired  yow  have  this  tribula- 
cionn,  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer-blfom.  /  a^Ss 
For   the    poete   seith,  that  "we    oghte 
paoiently  taken    the    tribulacions    that 
comen  to  us,  whan  we  thinken  and  con- 
sideren  that  we  han  deserved  to  have 
hem."  /    And  Seint  Gregorie  seith  :  that 
"  whan  a  man  considereth  wel  the  nombre 
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of  hise  defantes  and  of  hia  smnes,  /  the 
peynes  and  the  tribulacioiuiB  that  he 
Buifreth  semen  the  lease  un-to  hym ;  / 
and  in-aa-mnohe  as  him  thinketh  hise 
sinnes  more  hevy  and  grevous,  /  in-eo- 
mnche  semeth  his  i>eyne  the  lighter  and 

3690  the  esier  un-to  him."  /  Also  ye  owen  to 
endyne  and  bowe  yoor  herte  to  take  the 
paoienoe  of  our  lord  Jesu  Crist,  as  seith 
seint  Peter  in  hise  epistles:/  "Jesu 
Crist,"  he  seith,  "hath  suf&ed  for  us, 
and  yeven  ensample  to  every  man  to 
folve  and  sewe  him ;  /  for  he  dide  never 
sinne,  ne  never  cam  ther  a  vileinous 
word  out  of  his  mouth :  /  whan  men 
cursed  him,  he  cursed  hem  noght;  and 
'  whan  men  betten  him,  he  manaced  hem 
noght."  /  Also  the  grete  pacience,  whioh 
the  seintes  that  been  in  paradys  han  had 
in  tribnlaciouns  that  they  han  y-su£fred, 

2695  with-outen  hir  desert  or  gilt,  /  oghte 
muohel  stiren  yow  to  pacience.  /  Forther- 
more,  ye  sholde  enforce  yow  to  have 
pacience,  /  consideringe  that  the  tribn- 
laciouns of  this  world  but  litel  whyle 
endure,  and  sone  passed  been  and 
goon.  /  And  the  joye  that  a  man 
seketh  to  have  l^  pacience  in  tribn- 
laciouns is  perdurable,  after  that  the 
apostle  seitii  in  his  epistle :  /  "  the  jaye 
of  god,"  he  seith,  '*  is  perdurable,"  that  is 

27C0  to  seyn,  everlastinge.  /  Also  troweth 
and  bileveth  stedefastly,  that  he  nis  nat 
wel  y-norissed  ne  wel  y-taught,  that  can 
nat  have  pacience  or  wol  nat  reoeyve 
pacience.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that  *^  the 
doctrine  and  the  wit  of  a  man  is  knowen 
by  pacience."  /  And  in  another  place  he 
seith  :  that "  he  that  is  pacient  govemeth 
him  by  greet  prudence."  /  And  the  same 
Salomon  seith :  "  the  angry  and  wrathftil 
man  maketh  noyses,  and  the  pacient  man 
atempreth  hem  and  stiUeth."  /  He  seith 
also :  *4t  is  more  worth  to  be  pacient 

3705  than  for  to  be  right  strong ;  /  and  he  that 
may  have  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene 
herte  is  more  to  preyse,  than  he  that 
by  his  force  or  strengthe  taketh  grete 
citees."  /  And  therfore  seith  seint  Jame 
in  his  epistle :  that  ^'  pacience  is  a  greet 
vertu  of  perfecoioun." '  / 


§  47.  *  Certes,'  quod  Melibee, '  I  graunte 
yow,  dame  Prudence,  that  pacience  is 
a  greet  vertu  of  perfeccioun ;/  but  every 
man  xn«^  nat  have  the  perfeccioun  that 
ye  seken ;  /  ne  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombre 
of  right  parfite  men,  /  for  myn  herte  may  2710 
never  been  in  pees  un-to  the  tyme  it  be 
venged./  And  al-be-it  so  that  it  was 
greet  peril  to  myne  enemys,  to  do  me 
a  vileinye  in  takinge  vengeance  up-on 
me,/  yet  token  they  noon  hede  of  the 
peril,  but  fulfilleden  hir  wikked  wil  and 
hir  oorage.  /  And  therfore,  me  thinketh 
men  oghten  nat  repreve  me,  though  I 
putte  me  in  a  litel  peril  for  to  venge  me,  / 
and  though  I  do  a  greet  expesse,  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by 
another.'  /  27»5 

§  48.  '  A !  *  quod  dame  Prudence,  '  ye 
seyn  your  wil  and  as  yow  lyketh  ;  /  but 
in  no  caas  of  the  world  a  man  sholde  nat 
doon  outrage  ne  excesse  for  to  vengen 
him.  /  For  Cassidore  seith :  that  "  as 
yvel  doth  he  that  vengeth  him  by  outrage, 
as  he  that  doth  the  outrage."/  And 
therfore  ye  shul  venge  yow  after  the 
ordre  of  right,  that  is  to  seyn  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  excesse  ne  by  outrage.  / 
And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  out- 
rage of  your  adversaries  in  other  manor 
than  right  comandeth,  ye  sinnen ;  /  and  2720 
therfore  seith  Senek  :  that  "  a  man  shal 
never  vengen  shrewednesse  by  shrewed- 
nesse."  /  And  if  ye  seye,  that  right  axeth 
a  man  to  defenden  violence  by  violence, 
and  fighting  by  fighting,  /  certes  ye  seye 
sooth,  whan  the  defense  is  doon  anon 
with-outen  intervalle  or  with-outen  tary- 
ing  or  delay,  /  for  to  defenden  him  and 
nat  for  to  vengen  him.  /  And  it  bihoveth 
that  a  man  putte  swich  attemperance 
in  his  defence,  /  that  men  have  no  0725 
cause  ne  maters  to  repreven  him  that 
defendeth  him  of  excesse  and  outrage ; 
for  elles  were  it  agayn  resoun.  /  Pardee, 
ye  knowen  wel,  that  ye  maken  no  de- 
fence as  now  for  to  defende  yow,  but  for 
to  venge  yow ;  /  and  so  seweth  it  that  ye 
han  no  wil  to  do  your  dede  attemprely.  / 
And  therfore,  me  thinketh  that  pacience 
is  good.     For  Salomon  seith :  that  "  he 
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that   is   zxat   pacient   Bhal   have   greet 
harm."'/ 

§  49.  *  Certee,*  qnod  Melibee, '  I  gratmte 
yow,  that  whan  a  man  is  inpacient  and 
wroth,  of  that  that  toacheth  him  noght 
and  that  aperteneth  nat  un-to  him,  though 

3750  it  harme  him,  it  is  no  -wonder.  /  For  the 
lawe  seith :  that  "  he  is  oonpable  that 
entremetteth  or  medleth  with  swioh  thyng 
as  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him."/  And 
Salomon  seith:  that  "he  that  entre- 
metteth  him  of  the  noyse  or  stryf  of 
another  man,  is  lyk  to  him  that  taketh 
an  hound  by  the  eres.*'  /  For  right  as  he 
that  taketh  a  straonge  honnd  hy  the  eres 
is  ontherwhyle  biten  with  the  honnd,  / 
right  in  the  same  wyse  is  it  resonn  that  he 
have  harm,  that  by  his  inpacience  med- 
leth him  of  the  noyse  of  another  man, 
wher-as  it  aperteneth  nat  un-to  him.  / 
But  ye  knowen  wel  that  this  dede,  that  is 
to  seyn,  my  grief  and  my  disese,  touoheth 

2735  me  right  ny.  /  And  therfore,  though  I 
be  wroth  and  inpacient,  it  is  no  mer^ 
veille.  /  And  savinge  your  grace,  I  can 
nat  seen  that  it  mighte  greetly  harme 
me  though  I  toke  vengeaunce ;  /  for  I  am 
richer  and  more  mighty  than  myne  ene- 
mys  been.  /  And  wel  knowen  ye,  that 
by  moneye  and  by  havinge  grete  posses- 
sions been  all  the  thinges  of  this  world 
governed.  /     And  Salomon  seith  :  that 

3740  "  alle  thinges  obeyen  to  moneye."  '  / 

§  60.  Whan  Prudence  hadde  herd  hir 
honsbonde  avanten  him  of  his  richesse 
and  of  his  moneye,  dispreisinge  the 
power  of  hise  adversaries,  she  spak,  and 
'  seyde  in  this  wyse :  /  '  certes,  dere  sir,  I 
graunte  yow  that  ye  been  rich  and 
mighty,  /  and  that  the  richesses  been 
goode  to  hem  that  han  wel  y-geten  hem 
and  wel  conne  usen  hem.  /  For  right  as 
the  body  of  a  man  may  nat  liven  with- 
oute  the  soule,  namore  may  it  live  with- 
outen  temporel  goodes.  /   And  by  richesses 

3745  may  a  man  gete  him  grete  freendes.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Pamphilles :  "  if  a  net- 
herdes  doghter,''  seith  he,  "  be  riche,  she 
may  chesen  of  a  thousand  men  which  she 
wol  take  to  hir  housbonde;  /  for,  of 
a  thousand  men,  oon  wol  nat  forsaken 


hir  ne  refhsen  hir."/  And  this  Pam- 
philles seith  also :  "if  thou  be  right 
happy,  that  is  to  seyn,  if  thou  be  right 
riche,  thou  shalt  find  a  greet  nombre  of 
felawes  and  ireendes.  /  And  if  thy  for- 
tune change  that  thou  wexe  povre,  fare- 
wel  freendshipe  and  felaweshipe ;  /  for 
tibiou  shalt  be  allone  with-outen  any  com- 
panye,  but-if  it  be  the  comi>anye  of  povre 
folk."  /  And  yet  seith  this  Pamphilles  3750 
moreover :  that  "  they  that  been  thralle 
and  bonde  of  linage  shullen  been  maad 
worthy  and  noble  by  the  richesses."  / 
And  right  so  as  by  richesses  ther  comen 
manye  goodes,  right  so  by  poverte  come 
ther  manye  harmes  and  yveles.  /  For 
greet  poverte  constrejmeth  a  man  to  do 
manye  yveles.  /  And  therfore  depeth 
Gassidore  poverte  "the  moder  of  ruine," / 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  moder  of  over- 
throwinge  or  falling^  doun.  /  And  ther^  3755 
fore  seith  Piers  Alfonce  :  "oon  of  the 
gretteste  adversitees  of  this  world  is/ 
whan  a  free  man,  by  kinde  or  by  burthe, 
is  constrejmed  by  poverte  to  eten  the 
almesse  of  his  enemy."  /  And  the  same 
seith  Innocent  in  oon  of  hise  bokes; 
he  seith  :  that  "  sorweful  and  mishappy 
is  the  condicioun  of  a  povre  begger ;  / 
for  if  he  axe  nat  his  mete,  he  dyeth  for 
hunger ;  /  and  if  he  axe,  he  dyeth  for 
shame;  and  algates  necessitee  constreyn- 
eth  him  to  axe."/  And  therfore  seith  3760 
Salomon  :  that  "  bet  it  is  to  dye  than  for 
to  have  swich  poverte."  /  And  as  the 
same  Salomon  seith  :  "  bettre  it  is  to  dye 
of  bitter  deeth  than  for  to  liven  in  swich 
wyse."/  By  thise  resons  that  I  have 
seid  un-to  yow,  and  hy  manye  othere 
resons  that  I  coude  seye,  /  I  graunte  yow 
that  richesses  been  goode  to  hem  that 
geten  hem  wel,  and  to  hem  that  wel  usen 
tho  richesses.  /  And  therfore  wol  I  shewe 
yow  how  ye  riiul  have  yow,  and  how  ye 
shul  here  yow  in  gaderinge  of  richesses, 
and  in  what  manere  ye  shul  usen  hem.  /  ^7^5 

§  51.  First,  ye  shul  geten  hem  with- 
outen  greet  deeyr,  by  good  leyser  sokingly, 
and  nat  over  hastily.  /  For  a  man  that 
is  to  desyrBQge  to  gete  richesses  abaun- 
doneth  him  first  to  thefte  and  to  alle 
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other  yv6le&  /  And  therfore  seith  Salo- 
mon :  **  he  that  hasteth  him  to  bisily  to 
-vrexe  riche  shal  be  noon  innocent."  /  He 
seith  also :  that  *'  the  richesse  that  hastily 
Cometh  to  a  man,  sone  and  lightly  gooth 
andpaseethfroaman;/  but  that  richesse 
that  cometh  litel  and  litel  wezeth  alwey 

3770  and  multiply eth."  /  And  sir,  ye  shul 
geten  richesses  by  yonr  wit  and  by  your 
travaille  nn-to  your  profit ;  /  and  that 
"with-onten  wrong  or  harm-doinge  to  any 
other  persone.  /  For  the  lawe  seith :  that 
"  ther  maketh  no  man  himselven  riche, 
if  he  do  harm  to  another  wight " ;  /  this 
is  to  se3m,  that  natnre  defendeth  and  for- 
bedeth  by  right,  that  no  man  make  him- 
self riche  un-to  the  harm  of  another 
persone.  /  And  ToUins  seith :  that  "  no 
sorwe  ne  no  drede  of  deeth,  ne  no-thing 

2775  that  may  falle  xin-to  a  man  /  is  so  mnohel 
agayns  nature,  as  a  man  to  encressen  his 
owene  profit  to  the  harm  of  another  man.  / 
And  though  the  grete  men  and  the  mighty 
men  geten  richesses  more  lightly  than 
thou,  /  yet  shaltou  nat  been  ydel  ne  slow 
to  do  thy  profit;  for  thou  shalt  in  alle 
wyse  flee  ydelnesse."/  For  Salomon 
seith  :  that  "ydelnesse  teoheth  a  man  to 
do  manye  yveles.'*  /  And  the  same  Salo- 
mon seith  :  that  "  he  that  travailleth  and 
bisieth  him  to  tilien  his  land,  shal  eten 

3780  breed ;  /  but  he  that  is  ydel  and  casteth 
him  to  no  bisineese  ne  occnpacioun,  shal 
fisJle  in-to  poverte,  and  dye  for  hunger.**  / 
And  he  that  is  ydel  and  slow  can  never 
finde  covenable  lyme  for  to  doon  his 
profit.  /  For  ther  is  a  Tersifiour  seith : 
that  "the  ydel  man  excuseth  hym  in 
winter,  by  cause  of  the  grete  cold ;  and  in 
somer,  by  enohesoun  of  the  hete.*'  /  For 
thise  causes  seith  CSaton :  "  waketh  and 
enolyneth  nat  yow  over  muchel  for  to 
slepe;  for  over  muohel  reste  norisseth 
and  causeth  manye  vices."  /  And  ther- 
fore seith  seint  Jerome :  "  doth  somme 
gode  dedes,  that  the  devel  which  is  our 

3785  enemy  ne  finde  yow  nat  unoccupied.**  / 
For  the  devel  ne  taketh  nat  lightly  un-to 
his  werkinge  swiche  as  he  flndeth  occu- 
pied in  gode  werkes.**  / 
§  52.  Vhaone  thus,  in  getinge  richesses, 


ye  mosten  flee  ydelnesse.  /  And  after- 
ward, ye  shul  use  the  richesses,  whiche  ye 
have  geten  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaille,  /  in  swich  a  manere,  that  men 
holde  nat  yow  to  scars,  ne  to  sparinge,  ne 
to  fool-large,  that  is  to  s^yn,  over-large 
a  spender.  /  For  right  as  men  blamen 
an  avaricious  man  by-cause  of  his  scarsetee 
and  chincherye,  /  in  the  same  wyse  is  he  2790 
to  blame  that  spendeth  over  largely.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Caton :  "use,"  he  seith, 
"  thy  richesses  that  thou  hast  geten  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  men  have  no  matere 
ne  cause  to  calle  thee  neither  wrecche  ne 
chinche ;  for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man 
to  have  a  povere  herte  and  a  riche  purs.'*  / 
He  seith  also :  "  the  goodes  that  thou  hast 
y-geten,  use  hem  by  mesure,'*  that  is  to 
seyn,  spende  hem  mesurably ;  /  for  they  2795 
that  folily  wasten  and  despenden  the 
goodes  that  they  han,  /  whan  they  han 
namore  propre  of  hir  owene,  they,  shapen 
hem  to  take  the  goodes  of  another  man.  / 
I  seye  thanne,  that  ye  shul  fleen  avarice ;  / 
usinge  your  richesses  in  swich  manere, 
that  men  seye  nat  that  your  richesses 
been  y-buried,  /  but  that  ye  have  hem  in 
your  might  and  in  your  weeldinge.  /  For  2800 
a  wys  man  repreveth  the  avaricious  man, 
and  seith  thus,  in  two  vers :/  "wherto 
and  why  burieth  a  man  hise  goodes  by  his 
grete  avarice,  and  knoweth  wel  that  nodes 
moste  he  dye ;  /  for  deeth  is  the  ende  of 
evexy  man  as  in  this  present  lyf."  /  And 
for  what  cause  or  enchesoun  joyneth  he 
him  or  knitteth  he  him  so  faste  un-to 
hise  goodes,  /  that  alle  his  wittes  mowen 
nat  disseveren  him  or  dexMurten  him  from 
hise  goodes ;  /  and  knoweth  wel,  or  oghte  2805 
knowe,  that  whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  no- 
thing here  with  him  out  of  this  world?/ 
And  ther-fore  seith  seint  Augustin :  that 
"the  avaricious  man  is  likned  un-to 
helle ;  /  that  the  more  it  swelweth,  the 
more  desyr  it  hath  to  swelwe  and  de- 
vonre.  * '  /  And  as  wel  as  ye  wolde  esch  ewe 
to  be  called  an  avaricious  man  or  chinche,  / 
as  wel  sholde  ye  kepe  yow  and  goveme 
yow  in  swich  a  wyse  that  men  calle  yow 
nat  fool-large.  /  Therfore  seith  Tullius  :  2810 
"  the  goodes,**  he  seith,  "  of  thyn  hous  ne 
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sholde  nat  been  hid,  ne  kept  bo  oloos  but 
that  they  mighte  been  opened  by  pitee 
and  debonairetee  "  ;  /  that  is  to  s^yn,  to 
yeven  part  to  hem  that  han  greet  nede ;  / 
*^ne  thy  goodes  shnllen  nat  been  m> 
opene,  to  been  evexy  mannes  goodes."  / 
Aiterwardf  in  getinge  of  your  rioheoseB 
and  in  nainge  hem,  ye  shnl  alwey  have 
three  thinges  in  yonr  herte  ;  /  that  is  to 
seyn,  our  lord  god,  conscience,  and  good 

2815  name.  /  First,  ye  shul  have  god  in  your 
herte ;  /  and  for  no  richeBae  ye  shullen  do 
no-thing,  which  may  in  any  manere  dis- 
plesegod,  thatisyourcreatourandmaker./ 
For  after  the  word  of  Salomon :  "  it  is 
bettre  to  have  a  litel  good  with  the  love  of 
god,  /  than  to  have  muchel  good  and 
treaour,  and  lese  the  love  of  his  lord  god."/ 
And  the  prophete  seith :  that  "  bettre  it 
is  to  been  a  good  man  and  have  litel  good 

2820  and  tresour,  /  than  to  been  holden  a  shrewe 
and  have  grete  richesses.**  /  And  yet 
seye  I  ferthermore,  that  ye  sholde  alwey 
doon  your  bisinease  to  gete  yow  richessea,  / 
ao  that  ye  gete  hem  with  good  consci- 
ence. /  And  th'apoatle  aeith  :  that  *' ther 
nia  thing  in  thia  world,  of  which  we 
aholden  have  ao  greet  joye  aa  whan  our 
conscience  bereth  us  good  witnesae.**/ 
And  the  wyae  man  aeith :  "  the  aubstance 
of  a  man  ia  ful  good,  whan  sinne  is  nat 

3825  in  mannes  conscience."/  Afterward,  in 
getinge  of  your  richeaaea,  and  in  usinge 
of  hem,  /  yow  moate  have  greet  biaineaae 
and  greet  diligence,  that  your  goode  name 
be  alwey  kept  and  conaerved.  /  For 
Salomon  aeith :  that  "  bettre  it  is  and 
more  it  availleth  a  man  to  have  a  good 
name,  than  for  to  have  grete  richeeses."  / 
And  therfore  he  aeith  in  another  place  : 
**  do  greet  diligence,"  aeith  Salomon,  *'  in 
keping  of  thy  freend  and  of  thy  gode 
name ;  /  for  it  shal  longer  abide  wiUi  thee 

2830  than  any  treaour,  be  it  never  ao  precious."  / 
And  certea  he  aholde  nat  be  called  a  gentil 
man,  that  after  god  and  good  conscience, 
alle  thingea  left,  ne  dooth  hia  diligence 
and  biaineaae  to  kepen  hia  good  name./ 
And  Caaaidore  aeith :  that  "  it  ia  aigne  of 
a  gentil  herte,  whan  a  man  loveth  and 
deayreth  to  han  a  good  name."/    And 


therfore  aeith  aeint  Augnstin :  that "  ther 
been  two  thinges  theft  am  neceaaarie  and 
nedeftdle,  /  and  that  ia  good  conscience 
and  good  looa ;  /  that  ia  to  aeyn,  good 
conacience  to  thyn  owene  peraone  inward, 
and  good  loos  for  thy  neighebore  out- 
ward." /  And  he  that  tmsteth  him  so  2835 
muchel  in  his  gode  conscience,  /  that  he 
diapleseth  and  setteth  at  noght  his  gode 
name  or  loos,  and  rekketh  noght  though 
he  kepe  nat  his  gode  name,  nis  but  a  omel 
cherL  / 

§  58.  Sire,  now  have  I  ahewed  yow  how 
ye  ahul  do  in  getinge  zicheaaea,  and  how 
ye  ahullen  uaen  hem ;  /  and  I  aee  wel, 
that  for  the  truat  that  ye  han  in  youre 
richeaaea,  ye  wole  moeve  werre  and 
bataille.  /  I  conaeille  yow,  that  ye  bi* 
ginne  no  werre  in  troat  of  your  richeaaes ; 
for  they  ne  auifyaen  noght  werres  to  mayn- 
tene.  /  And  therfore  seith  a  philosophre :  2840 
"  that  man  that  desyreth  and  wole  algates 
han  werre,  ahal  never  have  auffisannce ;  / 
for  the  richer  that  he  is,  the  gretter 
despenses  moste  he  make,  if  he  wole  have 
worship  and  victorie."  /  And  Salomon 
aeith:  that  **the  gretter  richeaaea  that 
a  man  hath,  the  mo  despendours  he 
hath."/  And  dere  sire,  al-be-it  ao  that 
for  yonr  richesses  ye  mowe  have  muchel 
folk,  /  yet  bihoveth  it  nat,  ne  it  is  nat 
good,  to  biginne  werre,  where-aa  ye  mowe 
in  other  manere  have  peea,  un-to  yonr 
worahip  and  profit.  /  For  the  victoriea  2845 
of  batailles  that  been  in  this  world,  lyen 
nat  in  greet  nombre  or  multitude  of  the 
peple  ne  in  the  vertu  of  man ;  /  but  it 
lyth  in  the  wil  and  in  the  hand  of  our 
lord  god  almighty.  /  And  therfore  Judas 
Machabeus,  which  was  goddes  knight,  / 
whan  he  sholde  fighte  agayn  his  adver- 
aarie  that  hadde  a  greet  nombre,  and 
a  gretter  multitude  of  folk  and  atrengor 
than  waa  thia  peple  of  Machabee,  /  yet 
he  reconfbrted  hia  litel  companye,  and 
aeyde  right  in  this  wyae :  /  **  ala  lightly,"  2850 
quod  he,  "may  our  lord  god  almighty 
jeve  victorie  to  a  fewe  folk  aa  to  many 
folk ;  /  for  the  victorie  of  bataile  oometh 
nat  by  the  grete  nombre  of  peple,  /  but  it 
oometh  from,  our  lord  god  of  hsvene."  / 
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And  dere  sir,  for  as  machel  as  there  is 
no  man  certein,  if  he  be  worthy  that  god 
yeve  him  victorie,  [f  namore  than  he  is 
certein  whether  he  be  worthy  of  the  love 
of  god]  or  naught,  after  that  Salomon 
seith,  /  therfore  every  man  sholde  greetly 

2855  drede  werres  to  biginne.  /  And  by-canse 
that  in  batailles  fallen  manye  perils,  /  and 
happeth  outher-while,  that  as  sone  is  the 
grete  man  sleyn  as  the  litel  man  ;  /  and, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  seconde  book  of 
Kinges,  "the  dedes  of  batailles  been 
aventnroase  and  nothing  certeyne ;  /  for 
as  lightly  is  oon  hart  with  a  spere  as 
another."  /  And  for  ther  is  gret  peril  in 
werre,  therfore  sholde  a  man  flee  and 
eschewe   werre,     in     as    mnchel    as    a 

2S60  man  may  goodly.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
"he  that  loveth  peril  shal  taXLe  in 
peril."'/ 

§  54.  After  that  Dame  Pmdence  hadde 
spoken  in  this  manere,  Melibee  answerde 
and  seyde, /.'I see  wel,  dame  Pmdence, 
that  by  yonr  faire  wordes  and  l^  your 
resons  that  ye  han  shewed  me,  that  the 
werre  lyketh  yow  no-thing ;  /  but  I  have 
nat  yet  herd  your  conseil,  how  I  ahal  do 
in  this  nede.'  / 

§  55.  *  Certes,*  qnod  she,  *  I  conseille 
yow  that  ye  accorde  with  yoare  adver- 

2865  saries,  and  that  ye  have  pees  with  hem.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  hise  epistles  :  that 
"  by  concord  and  pees  the  smale  richesses 
wexen  grete,  /  and  by  debaat  and  discord 
the  grete  richesses  fUlen  doun."  /  And 
ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the  gretteste 
and  most  sovereyn  thing,  that  is  in  this 
world,  is  nnitee  and  pees./  And  ther- 
fore seyde  onre  lord  Jesn  Crist  to  hise 
apostles  in  this  wyse :  /  "  wel  happy  and 
ble«ed  been  th^  that  loven  and  pnr- 
chacen  pees ;  for  they  been  called  children 

2870  of  god."  *  /  *  A  ! '  qnod  Melibee,  *  now  see 
I  wel  that  ye  loven  nat  myn  hononr 
ne  my  vrorshipe.  /  Te  knowen  wel  that 
myne  adversaries  han  bigonnen  this 
debaat  and  brige  by  hir  outrage ;  /  and 
ye  see  wel  tiiat  they  ne  reqaeren  ne 
_  preyen  me  nat  of  pees,  ne  they  asken  nat 
to  be  reconsiled.  /  Wol  ye  thanne  that 
I  go  and  meke  me  and  obeye  me  to  hem. 


and  crye  hem  mercy? /    For  sothe,  that 
were  nat  my  worship.  /    For  right  as  men  2 ^75 
seyn,  that  **  over-greet   homlinesse   en- 
gendreth  dispreysinge,"  so  fareth  it  by  to 
greet  hnmylitee  or  mekenesse.'  / 

§  66.  Thanne  bigan  dame  Pmdence  to 
maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  and  seyde,  / 
*  certes,  sir,  sanf  yonr  grace,  I  love  your 
honour  and  your  profit  as  I  do  myn 
owene,  and  ever  have  doon ;  /  ne  ye  ne 
noon  other  ^en  never  the  contrarie.  / 
And  yit,  if  I  hadde  seyd  that  ye  sholde 
han  purchaced  the  pees  and  Uie  recon- 
siliacioun,  I  ne  hadde  nat  muchel  mis- 
taken me,  ne  seyd  amis.  /  For  the  wyse  2880 
man  seith :  "  the  dissensionn  biginneth  by 
another  man,  and  the  reconsiling  bi- 
ginneth by  thy-self.*'  /  And  the  prophete 
seith :  "  flee  shrewednesse  and  do  good- 
nesse ;  /  soke  pees  and  folwe  it,  as  muchel 
as  in  thee  is."  /  Yet  seye  I  nat  that  ye 
shul  rather  pursue  to  your  adversaries  for 
pees  than  they  shuln  to  yow ;  /  for  I 
knowe  wel  that  ye  been  so  hard-herted, 
that  ye  wol  do  no-thing  fi^r  me.  /  And  2885 
Salomon  seith  :  "  he  that  hath  over-hard 
an  herte,  atte  laste  he  shal  mishappe  and 
xmatydB." '  / 

§  57.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  dame 
Prudence  maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  he 
sejrde  in  this  wyse,  /  *  dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thinges  that  I 
seye ;  /  for  ye  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angxy 
and  wrooth,  and  that  is  no  wonder ;  / 
and  they  that  been  wrothe  witen  nat  wel 
what  they  doon,  ne  what  they  seyn.  /  2890 
Therfore  the  prophete  seith:  that  "trou- 
bled eyen  han  no  cleer  sighte."/  But 
seyeth  and  conseileth  me  as  yow  lyketh ; 
for  I  am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol 
deayre ;  /  and  if  ye  reprove  me  of  my 
folye,  I  am  the  more  holden  to  love  yow 
and  to  preyse  yow.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
that  "  he  that  repreveth  him  that  doth 
folye,  /  he  shal  finde  gretter  grace  than 
he  that  deceyveth  him  by  swete  wordes." '  /  2895 

§  58.  Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence,  '  I 
make  no  semblant  of  wratthe  ne  anger 
but  for  your  grete  profltw  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  he  is  more  worth,  that  repreveth 
or  ohydeth  a  fool  for  his  folye,  shewinge 
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him  samblAnt  of  wratthe,  /  than  he  that 
sapporteth  him  and  preyseth  him  in  his 
mifldoingOf  and  langheth  at  his  folye."  / 
And  this  same  Salomon  seith  afterward : 
that  ''by  the  gorwefol  visage  of  a  man," 
that  is  to  seyn,  by  the  sory  and  hevy 
oountenannoe  of  a  man,  /  "  the  fool  oor- 

3900  recteth  and  amendeth  him-self." '  / 

§  59.  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  *I  shal 
nat  oonne  answere  to  so  manye  faire 
resouns  as  ye  patten  to  me  and  shewen.  / 
Seyeth  shortly  your  wil  and  your  conseil, 
and  I  am  al  ready  to  folfille  and  pa*r- 
fonme  it.'  / 

§  60.  Thanne  dame  Prudence  discovered 
al  hir  wil  to  him,  and  seyde,  /  '  I  conseille 
yow,'  qnod  she, '  aboven  alle  thinges,  that 
ye  make  pees  bitwene  god  and  yow ;  / 
and  both  reconsiled  an>to  him  and  to  his 

3905  grace.  /  For  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer^ 
bifom,  god  hath  safifred  yow  to  have  this 
tribnlaoionn  and  disese  for  your  sinnes.  / 
And  if  ye  do  as  I  sey  yow,  god  wol  sende 
your  adversaries  un-to  yow,  /  and  maken 
hem  fallen  at  your  feet,  redy  to  do  your 
wil  and  your  comandements.  /  For 
Salomon  seith :  "  whan  the  oondicioun 
of  man  is  plesaunt  and  likinge  to  god,  /  he 
chaungeth  the  hertes  of  the  mannes  adver- 
saries, and  Gonstreyneth  hem  to  biseken 

3910  him  of  pees  and  of  grace."  /  And  I  prey 
yow,  lat  me  ^>eke  with  your  adversaries 
in  privee  place ;  /  for  they  shul  nat  knowe 
that  it  be  of  your  wil  or  your  assent.  / 
And  thanne,  whan  I  knowe  hir  wil  and 
hir  entente,  I  may  conseille  yow  the  more 
seurly.'  / 

§  61.  'Dame,'  quod  Melibee,  'dooth 
your  wU  and  your  lykinge,  /  for  I  putte 
me  hooUy  in  your  disposicioun  and  or- 

3915  dinaunce.'  / 

§  62.  Thanne  Dame  Prudence,  whan 
she  saugh  the  gode  wil  of  her  housbonde, 
delibered  and  took  avys  in  hir-self,  / 
thinkinge  how  she  xhighte  bringe  this 
nede  un-to  a  good  oonolusioun  and  to 
a  good  ende.  /  And  whan  she  saugh  hir 
tyme,  she  sente  for  thise  adversaries  to 
come  un-to  hir  in-to  a  privee  place,  /  and 
shewed  wysly  un-to  hem  the  grete  goodes 
that   comen   of  pees,/  and    the    grete 


harmes  and  i>erils  that  been  in  werre ;  /  3920 
and  seyde  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere, 
how  that  hem  onghte  have  greet  rejient- 
aunoe  /  of  the  injurie  and  wrong  that 
they  hadden  doon  to  Melibee  hir  lord,  and 
to  hir,  and  to  hir  doghter.  / 

§  68.  And  whan  they  herden  the  good- 
liche  wordes  of  dame  Prudence,  /  they 
weren  so  surprised  and  ravisshed,  and 
hadden  so  greet  joye  of  hir,  that  wonder 
was  to  telle.  /  *  A I  lady ! '  quod  they, 
'  ye  han  shewed  un-to  us  "  the  blessinge 
of  swetnesse,"  afber  the  sawe  of  David  the 
prophete ;  /  for  the  reconsilinge  which  39<25 
we  been  nat  worthy  to  have  in  no  manere,  / 
but  we  oghte  requeren  it  with  greet  con- 
tricioun  and  humilitee,  /  ye  of  your  grete 
goodnesse  have  presented  unto  us.  /  Now 
see  we  wel  that  the  science  and  the  con- 
ninge  of  Salomon  is  fill  trewe ;  /  for  he 
seith:  that  "swete  wordes  multiplyen 
and  encresen  freendes,  and  maken  shrewes 
to  be  debonaire  and  meke."  /  agyi 

§  64.  Certes,'  quod  they,  '  we  putten 
our  dede  and  al  our  matere  and  cause  al 
hooUy  in  your  goode  wil ;  /  and  been  redy 
to  obeye  to  the  speche  and  comandement 
of  my  lord  Melibee.  /  And  therfore,  dere 
and  benigne  lady,  we  preyen  yow  and 
biseke  yow  as  mekely  as  we  conne  and 
mowen,  /  that  it  lyke  un-to  your  grete 
goodnesse  to  fulfillen  in  dede  your  good- 
liche  wordes ;  /  for  we  oonsideren  and 
knowliohen  that  we  han  offended  and 
greved  my  lord  Me^bee  out  of  mesnre ;  /  3955 
so  ferforth,  that  we  be  nat  of  power  to 
maken  hise  amendes.  /  And  therfore 
we  oblige  and  binden  us  and  our  freendes 
to  doon  al  his  vril  and  hise  comande- 
ments. /  But  peraventure  he  hath  swioh 
hevinesse  and  swich  wratthe  to  us-ward, 
by-cause  of  our  ofifenoe,  /  that  he  wole 
enjoyne  us  swich  a  peyne  as  we  mowe  nat 
here  ne  sustene.  /  And  therfore,  noble 
lady,  we  biseke  to  your  wommanly  pitee,  /  2940 
to  taken  swich  avysement  in  this  nede, 
that  we,  ne  our  freendes,  be  nat  desherited 
ne  destroyed  thurgh  our  folye.'  / 

§  66.  '  Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  '  it  is'an 
hard  thing  and  right  perilous,  /  that 
a  man  putte  him  al  outrely  in  the  arbi- 
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iracionn  and  judgement,  and  in  the  might 
and  power  of  hise  enemys.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  ;  '*  leveth  me,  and  yeveth  oredence 
to  that  I  shal  aeyn ;  I  seye,^  qnod  he, 
"ye  peple,  folk,  and  govemoars  of  holy 
ohirche,  /  to  thy  sone,  to  thy  "wjrf,  to  thy 

2945  £reend,  ne  to  thy  brother  /  ne  yeve  thon 
never  might  ne  maistrie  of  thy  body,  whyl 
thon  livest."  /  Now  sithen  he  defendeth, 
that  man  ahal  nat  yeven  to  his  brother  ne 
to  his  f^eend  the  might  of  his  body,  /  by 
a  stronger  resoun  he  defendeth  and  for- 
bedeth  a  man  to  yeven  him-self  to  his 
enemy.  /  And  nathelees  I  conseille  yon, 
that  ye  mistruste  nat  my  lord.  /  For 
I  woot  wel  and  knowe  verraily,  that  he  is 

3950  debonaire  and  meke,  liurge,  cuxteys,  /  and 
nothing  de^yrons  ne  coveitoos  of  good  ne 
riohesse.  /  For  ther  nis  no-thing  in  this 
world  that  he  desyreth,  save  only  worship 
and  honour.  /  Forther-more  I  knowe 
wel,  and  am  right  senr,  that  he  shal 
no-thing  doon  in  this  nede  with-outen 
my  conseil.  /  And  I  shal  so  werken  in 
this  cause,  that,  by  graoe  of  oar  lord 
god,  ye  shal  been  reconsiled  an*to  as.'  / 

§  66.  Thanne  s^yden  th^  with  o  vois, 
*  worshipful  lady,  we  patten  us  and  our 
goodes  al  fully  in  your  wU  and  disposi- 

3955  cioun  ;  /  and  been  redy  to  comen,  what 
day  that  it  lyke  un-to  your  noblesse  to 
limite  us  or  assigne  us,  /  for  to  maken  our 
obligaoioun  and  bond  as  strong  as  it 
lyketh  un-to  your  goodnesse  ;  /  that  we 
mowe  fulflUe  the  wille  of  yow  ai\d  of  Tsay 
lord  Melibee.'  / 

§  67.  Whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd 
the  answeres  of  thise  men,  she  bad 
hem  goon  agayn  prively;/  and  she  re- 
toumed  to  hir  lord  Melibee,  and  tolde 
him  how  she  fond  hise  adversaries  fnl 

2960  repentemt,  /  knowlechinge  ftd  lowely  hir 
sinnes  and  trespas,  and  how  they  were 
redy  to  suifren  al  pejme,  /  requiringe 
and  preyinge  him  of  mercy  and  pitee.  / 

§  68.  Thanne  sejrde  Melibee,  *  he  is  wel 
worthy  to  have  pardoun  and  foryifhesse 
of  his  sinne,  that  exouseth  nat  his  sinne,  / 
but  knowleoheth  it  and  repenteth  him, 
azinge  indulgence.  /  For  Senek  seith : 
*'  ther  is  the  remissioun  and  foryifhesse, 


whereas  confessioun  is  " ;  /  for  confession  2965 
is  neighebore  to  innocence.  /  And  he 
seith  in  another  place :  "  he  that  hath 
shame  for  his  sinne  and  knowlecheth  it, 
is  worthy  remissioun."  And  therfore  I 
assente  and  oonferme  me  to  have  pees ;  / 
but  it  is  good  that  we  do  it  nat  with-outen 
the  assent  and  wil  of  our  freendes.'  / 

§  69.  Thanne  was  Prudence  right  glad 
and  joyeful,  and  seyde,  /  *  Certes,  sir,' 
quod  she,  ^jre  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
swered. /  For  right  as  by  the  conseil,  2970 
assent,  and  help  of  your  fVeendes,  ye  han 
been  stired  to  venge  yow  and  maken 
werre,/  right  so  ynith-outen  hir  conseil 
shul  ye  nat  acoorden  yow,  ne  have  pees 
with  your  adversaries.  /  For  the  lawe 
seith :  "  ther  nis  no-thing  so  good  by  wey 
of  kinde,  as  a  thing  to  been  unbounde  by 
him  that  it  was  y-bounde." '  / 

§  70.  And  thanne  dame  Prudence, 
with-outen  delay  or  taryinge,  sente  anon 
hir  messages  for  hir  kin,  and  for  hir  oldo 
freendes  whiche  that  were  trewe  and 
wyse,  /  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre,  in  the 
presence  of  Melibee,  al  this  matere  as  it 
is  aboven  expressed  and  declared ;  /  and  3975 
preyden  hem  that  they  wolde  yeven  hir 
avys  and  conseil,  what  best  were  to  doon 
in  this  nede.  /  And  whan  Melibees 
freendes  hadde  taken  hir  avys  and  de- 
liberaoioun  of  the  forseide  matere,  /»and 
hadden  examined  it  by  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  /  they  yave  Ail  conseil 
for  .to  have  pees  and  reste ;  /  and  that 
Melibee  sholde  receyve  wiiii  good  herte 
hise  adversaries  to  foryifhesse  and  mercy./  2980 

§  71.  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde 
herd  the  assent  of  hir  lord  Melibee,  and 
the  conseil  of  hise  freendes,  /  accorde 
with  hir  wille  and  hir  entencioun,  /  she 
was  wonderly  glad  in  hir  herte,  and 
seyde  :  /  *  ther  is  an  old  proverbe,*  quod 
she,  *  seith :  that  "the  goodnesse  that 
thou  mayst  do  this  day,  do  it ;  /  and 
abyde  nat  ne  delaye  it  nat  til  to-morwe."  /  2985 
And  therfore  I  conseille  that  ye  sonde 
your  messages,  swiche  as  been  discrete 
and  wyse,  /  un-to  your  adversaries ;  tol- 
linge  hem,  on  your  bihalve,  /  that  if  they 
wole  trete  of  pees  and  of  accord,  /  that 
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ihey   shape   hem,  'with-onten   delay  or 
tarying,  to  oomen  un-to  ti&'  /    Which 

3990  thing  parfoumed  was  in  dede.  /  And 
whanne  thise  trespassonrs  and  repentinge 
foUc  of  hir  folies,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  ad- 
versaries of  Melibee,  /  hadden  herd  what 
thise  messagers  seyden  on-to  hem,  /  they 
weren  right  glad  and  joyefnl,  and  an- 
swereden  ful  mekely  and  benignely,  / 
jreldinge  graces  and  thankinges  to  hir 
lord  Melibee  and  to  al  his  companye ;  / 
and  shopen  hem,  with-onten  delay^  to  go 
with  the  messagers,   and  obeye  to  the 

'995  comandement  of  hir  lord  Melibee.  / 

§  72.  And  right  uion  they  token  hir 
wey  to  the  court  of  Melibee,  /  and  token 
with  hem  somme  of  hir  trewe  f^reendes, 
to  maken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  been 
hir  borwes.  /  And  whan  they  were 
'  oomen  to  the  presence  of  Melibee,  he  seyde 
hem  thise  wordes :  /  Ht  standeth  thns,' 
qnod  Melibee,  ^and  sooth  it  is,  that 
ye,  /  causeless,  and  with-onten  skile  and 

3000  resoon,  /  han  doon  grete  injuries  and 
wronges  to  me  and  to  my  wyf  Prudence, 
and  to  my  doghter  also.  /  For  ye  han 
ontred  in-to  myn  hous  by  violence,  /  and 
liave  doon  swich  outrage,  that  alle  men 
knowen  wel  that  ye  have  deserved  the 
deeth ;  /  and  therfore-wol  I  knowe  and 
wite  of  yow,  /  whether  ye  wol  putte  the 
punissementand  the  chastysinge  and  the 
vengeance  of  this  outrage  in  the  wil  of 
me  and  of  my  wyf  Prudence ;  or  ye  wol 

3005  nat  ?  •  / 

§  78.  Thanne  the  wyseste  of  hem  three 
answerde  for  hem  alle,  and  seyde :  / 
*  sire,'  quod  he,  *  we  knowen  wel,  that  wo 
been  unworthy  to  comen  un-to  the  court 
of  so  greet  a  lord  and  so  worthy  as  ye 
been.  /  For  we  han  so  greetly  mistaken 
us,  and  han  o£fended  and  agilt  in  swich 
a  wyse  agajm  your  heigh  lordshipe,  / 
that  trewely  we  han  deserved  the  deeth./ 
But  yet,  for  the  grete  goodnesse  and 
debonairetee  that  all  the  world  witnesseth 

3010  of  your  persone,  /  we  snbmitten  us  to  the 
excellence  and  benignitee  of  your  gracious 
lordshipe,  /  and  been  redy  to  obeie  to  alle 
your  comandements ;  /  bisekinge  yow, 
that  of  your  merciable  pitee  ye  wol  con- 


sidere  our  grete  repentaunce  and  lowe 
submissionn,  /  and  graunten  us  foryeve- 
nesse  of  our  outrageous  trespas  and  of- 
fence. /  For  wel  we  knowe,  that  your 
liberal  grace  and  mercy  streochen  hem 
ferther  in-to  goodnesse,  than  doon  our 
outrageouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to  wik- 
kednesse ;  /  al-b&>it  that  cursedly  and  3015 
dampnably  we  han  agilt  agayn  your 
heigh  lordshipe.'/ 

§  7i.  Thanne  Melibee  took  hem  up  fro 
the  ground  ful  benignely,  /  and  receyved 
hir  obligaciouns  and  hir  bondes  by  hir 
othes  up-on  hir  plegges  and  borwes,  / 
and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  re- 
toume  un-to  his  court,  /  for  to  aocepte 
and  reoeyve  the  sentence  and  jugement 
that  Melibee  wolde  comande  to  be  doon 
on  hem  by  the  causes  afore-seyd ;  /  whiche  joao 
thingesordeyned,  every  man  retoumed  to 
his  hous.  / 

§  76.  And  whan  that  dame  Prudence 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  freyned  and  axed 
hir  lord  Melibee,  /  what  vengeance  ho 
thoughte  to  taken  of  hise  adversaries  ?  / 

§  76.  To  which  Melibee  answerde  and 
seyde,  ^certes,'  quod  he,  *I  thinke  and 
purpose  me  fully/  to  deeOierite  hem  of  al 
that  ever  they  han,  and  for  to  putte  hem 
in  ezil  for  ever.'  /  3025 

§  77.  *Certes,'  qnod  dame  Pmaence, 
*  this  were  a  cruel  sentence,  and  muchel 
agayn  resoun.  /  For  ye  been  riche  y- 
nough,  and  han  no  node  of  other  mennes 
good ;  /  ^d  ye  mighte  lightly  in  this 
wyse  gete  yow  a  coveitous  name,  /  which 
is  a  vicious  thing,  and  oghte  been 
eschewed  of  every  good  man.  /  For  after 
the  sawe  of  the  word  of  the  apostle : 
"  ooveitise  is  rote  of  alle  hannes."  /  And  5(^0 
therfore,  it  were  bettre  for  yow  to  lese  so 
muchel  good  of  your  owene,  than  for  to 
taken  of  hir  good  in  this  manere.  /  For 
bettre  it  is  to  lesen  good  with  worshipe, 
than  it  is  to  winne  good  with  vileinye 
and  shame.  /  And  every  man  oghte  to 
doon  his  diligence  and  his  bisinesse  to 
geten  him  a  good  name.  /  And  yet  shal 
he  nat  only  bisie  him  in  kepinge  of  his 
good  name,  /  but  he  shal  also  enforoen 
him  alwey  to  do  som-thing  by  which  he 
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3035  may  renovelle  his  good  name;  /  for  it  ii 
-writen,  that  "the  olde  good  loos  or  good 
xuiine  of  a  man  is  sone  goon  and  passed, 
whan  it  is  nat  newed  ne  renovelled."  / 
And  as  touch  inge  that  ye  seyn,  ye  wole 
exile  your  adversaries,  /  that  thinketh 
me  mnchel  agayn  resoun  and  out  of 
mesare,  /  considered  the  power  that  they 
han  yeve  yow  np-on  hem-self.  /  And  it 
is  writen,  that  "  he  is  worthy  to  lesen  his 
priTUege  that  misoseth  the  might  and 

3040  the  power  that  is  yeven  him."  /  And  I 
sette  cas  ye  mighte  enjoyne  hem  that 
peyne  hy  right  and  liy  lawe,  /  which  I 
trowe  ye  Aowe  nat  do,  /  I  seye,  ye  mighte 
nat  pntten  it  to  execncioon  per^aven- 
tnre,  /  and  thanne  were  it  lykly  to  re- 
tonme  to  the  werre  as  it  was  hifom.  / 
And  therfore,  if  ye  wole  that  men  do  yow 
obeisance,  ye  moste  demon   more  cnr- 

3045  teisly ;  /  this  is  to  seyn,  ye  moste  yeven 
more  e^y  sentences  and  jngements.  / 
For  it  is  writen,  that  "he  that  most 
cnrteisly  comandeth,  to  him  men  most 
obeyen."/  And  therfore,  I  prey  yow 
that  in  this  necessitee  and  in  this  nede, 
ye  caste  yow  to  overcome  your  herte.  / 
For  Senek  seith :  that  "  he  that  over- 
cometh  his  herte,  overcometh  twyes.*'  / 
And  Tallins    seith:  "ther  is  no-thing 

3050  so  oomendable  in  a  greet  lord  /  as  whan 
he  is  debonaire  and  meke,  and  appeseth 
him  lightly."  /  And  I  prey  yow  that  ye 
wole  forbore  now  to  do  vengeance,  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  your  goode  name 
may  be  kept  and  conserved ;  /  and  that 
men  mowe  have  oanse  and  matere  to 
preyse  yow  of  pitee  and  of  mercy ;  /  and 
that  ye  have  no  cause  to  repente  yow  of 

tPSS  thing  that  ye  doon.  /  For  Senek  seith : 
"  he  overcometh  in  an  yvel  manere,  that 
repenteth  him  of  his  victorie."  /  Wher- 
fore  I  pray  yow,  lat  mercy  been  in  your 
minde  and  in  your  herte,  /  to  th'effect 


and  entente  that  god  almighty  have 
mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  jugement.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  his  epistle: 
*'ji>€^°^e^t  withonten  mercy  shal  be 
doon  to  him,  that  hath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight."'/ 

§  78.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
grete  skiles  and  resouns  of  dame  Pru- 
dence, and  hir  wise  informaciouns  and 
techinges,  /  his  herte  gan  enclyne  to  the  M^^ 
wil  of  his  wyf,  condderinge  hir  trewe 
entente;  /  and  conformed  him  anon, 
and  assented  Ailly  to  werken  after  hir 
oonseil ;  /  and  thonked  god,  of  whom 
prooedeth  al  vertu  and  alle  goodnesse, 
that  him  sente  a  wyf  of  so  greet  discre- 
oionn.  /  And  whan  the  day  cam  that 
hise  adversaries  sholde  apperen  in  his 
presence,  /  he  spak  unto  hem  ful  goodly, 
iond  seyde  in  this  wyse  :  /  ^  al-be-it  so  that  3065 
of  your  piyde  and  presumpdoun  and 
folie,  and  of  your  neoligence  and  un- 
oonninge,  /  ye  have  misbom  yow  and 
trespassed  un-to  me ;  /  yet,  for  as  much 
as  I  see  and  biholdeyour  grete  humilitee,  / 
and  tiiat  ye  been  sory  and  repentant  of 
your  giltes,  /  it  constreyneth  me  to  doon 
yow  grace  and  mercy.  /  Therfore  I  re-  3070 
ceyve  yow  to  my  grace,  /  and  foryeve 
yow  outrely  alle  the  oifenoes,  injuries, 
and  wronges,  that  ye  have  doon  agayn 
me  and  myne  ;  /  to  this  effect  and  to  this 
ende,  that  god  of  his  endelees  mercy  / 
wole  at  the  tyme  of  our  dyinge  foryeven 
us  our  giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to 
him  in  this  wrecched  world.  /  For  doute- 
lees,  if  we  be  sory  and  repentant  of  the 
sinnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  tres- 
passed in  the  sighte  of  our  lord  god,  /  he  3075 
is  so  Aree  and  so  merciable,  /  that  he 
wole  foryeven  us  our  giltes,  /  and  bringen 
us  to  his  blisse  that  never  hath  ende. 
Amen.*/  3078 


Her«  to  ended  Cbancera  Tale  of  Melibee  and  of  Dame  Prudence. 
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WiiAH  ended  was  my  tale  of  Melibee, 
Andof  Pradenceandhirbenignitee,  3080 
Oar  hoste  seyde,  '  as  I  am  faithfVil  man, 
And  by  the  precious  corpiM  Jfodrian, 
I  hadde  lever  than  a  barel  ale 
That  goode  lief  my  wyf  hadde  herd  this 

tale! 
For  she  nis  no-thing  of  swich  pacience 
As  was  this  Melibens  wyf  Pmdence.  31)86 
By  goddes  bones !  whan  I  bete  my  knaves, 
She  bringth  me  forth  the  grete  clobbed 

staves,  (10) 

And  cryeth,  '*  slee  tiie  dogges  everichoon, 
And  brek  hem,  bothe  bak  and  every  boon.  * 
And  if  that  any  neighebor  of  myne      309 1 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  to  my  wyf  enclyne, 
Or  be  so  hardy  to  hir  to  trespace. 
Whan  she  oomth  hoom,  she  rampeth  in 

my  face,  3094 

And  cryeth, "  false  coward,  wreek  thy  wyf ! 
By  corpua  bones !  I  wol  have  thy  knyf. 
And  then  shalt  have  my  distaf  and  go 

spinne ! '' 
Fro  day  to  night  right  thus  she  wol  bi- 

ginne ; —  (ao) 

"  Alias ! "  she  seith, "  that  ever  I  was  shape 
To  wedde  a  mUksop  or  a  coward  ape,  3  lou 
That  wol  be  overlad  with  every  wight ! 
Thou  darst  nat  stonden  by  thy  wyves 

right ! " 
This  is  my  lyf,  bnt-if  that  I  wol  fighte  ; 
And  ont  at  dore  anon  I  moot  me  dighte. 
Or  elles  I  am  bat  lost,  bat-if  that  I     3105 
Be  lyk  a  wilde  leoan  fool>hardy. 
I  woot  wel  she  wol  do  me  slee  som  day 
Som  neighebor,  and  thanne  go  my  wey.  (30) 


For  I  am  perilons  with  knyf  in  honde, 
Al  be  it  that  I  dar  nat  hir  withstonde,  3110 
For  she  is  big  in  armes,  by  my  feith, 
That  shal  he  finde,  that  hir  misdooth  or 

seith. 
Bnt  lat  OS  passe  awey  tro  this  matere. 
My  lord  the  Monk,'  qaod  he,  *  be  mery 
of  chere ; 
For  ye  shal  telle  a  tale  trewely.  3 1 15 

Lo !  Ronchestre  stant  heer  faste  by ! 
Ryd  forth,  myn  owene  lord,  brek  nat  oar 

^      gam©,  (39) 

Bat,  by  my  troathe,!  knowe  nat  yonr  name, 
Wher  shal  I  calle  yow  my  lord  dan  John, 
Or  dan  Thomas,  or  elles  dan  Albon?    3120 
Of  what  hons  be  ye,  by  yoor  fader  kin  ? 
I  vow  to  god,  thon  hast  a  fol  fair  skin, 
It  is  a  gentil  pastare  ther  thoa  goost ; 
Thoa  art  nat  lyk  a  penaant  or  a  gooat. 
Upon  my  feith,  thoa  art  som  officer,  3125 
Some  worthy  sexteyn,  or  som  celerer. 
For  by  my  fader  soole,  as  to  my  doom, 
Thoa  art  a  maister  whan  thoa  artathoom; 
No  povre  cloisterer,  ne  no  novys,  (51) 

Bat  a  govemoar,  wyly  and  wys.  3130 

And  therwithal  of  brawnes  and  of  bones 
A  wel-faring  persone  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  to  god,  yeve  him  oonftisioun 
That  first  thee  broghte  on-to  religioan ; 
Thoa  woldest  han  been  a  trede-foal  aright. 
Haddestow  as  greet  a  leve,  as  thoa  hast 
might  3136 

To  parfoame  al  thy  last  in  engendrare, 
Thoa  haddest  bigeten  many  a  creatare. 
Alas  I  why  werestow  so  wyd  a  cope  ?      (61) 
God  yeve  me  sorwe !  bat,  and  I  were  a  pope, 
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Not  only  thou,  but  every  mighty  man,  5141 
Thogh  he  were  shorn  taX  hye  upon  his  pan, 
Sholde  have  a  wyf;  for  al  tiie  'world  is  lorn ! 
B^igioun  hath  take  up  al  the  com  3144 
Of  treding,and  we  borel  men  ben  shrimpes ! 
Of  feble  trees  ther  comen  wreoohed  impes. 
This  maketh   that  our  heirea  been  so 

sclendre  (69) 

An  d  feble,  that  they  may  nat  wel  engendre. 
This  maketh  that  our  wyves  vol  assaye 
Religious  folk,  for  ye  may  bettre  piaiye  3150 
Of  Venus  payements  than  xaowe  we ; 
God  woot,  no  lussheburghes  payen  ye ! 
But  be  nat  wrooth,  my  lord,  for  that  I 

pleye; 
Fnl  ofbe  in  game  a  sooth  I  have  herd  seye.* 
This  worthy  monk  took  al  in  pacience, 
And  seyde*  *•  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence. 
As  fer  as  souneth  in-to  honestee,         3157 
To  telle  yow  a  tale,  or  two,  or  three.    (80) 
And  if  yow  list  to  herkne  hiderward, 
I  wd  yow  sejm  the  lyf  of  seint  Edward ; 


Or  elles  first  Tragedies  wol  I  telle       3161 
Of  whiche  I  have  an  hundred  in  my  celle. 
Tragedie  is  to  seyn  a  certeyn  storie. 
As  olde  bokes  maken  us  memorie. 
Of  him.  that  stood  in  greet  prosperitee  3165 
And  is  y-fallen  out  of  heigh  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endeth  wrecchedly. 
And  they  ben  vezsifyed  comunly  (90) 

Of  six  feet,  which  men  depe  exametron. 
In  prose  eek  been  endyted  many  oon,  3 170 
And  eek  in  metre,  in  many  a  sondry  wyse. 
Lo !  this  declaring  oughte  y-nough  suffise. 
Now  herkneth,  if  yow  lyketh  for  to  here ; 
But  first  I  yow  biseke  in  this  matero^  3 1 74 
Though  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thinges. 
Be  it  of  popes,  empexours,  or  kinges^ 
After  hir  ages,  as  men  writen  finde,  (99) 
But  telle  hem  som  bifore  and  som  bihinde. 
As  it  now  comth  un-to  my  remembraunce ; 
Have  me  excused  of  mynignoxaunce.'  3180 

ExplidL 


THE   MONKES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Menkes  Tale,  de  Casibus  Ylronim  Illustrlnni. 


I  WOL  biwayle  in  maner  of  Tragedie 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stode  in  heigh  de- 
gree. 
And  fillen  so  that  ther  nas  no  remedie 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  hir  adversitee  ;    3 1 84 
For  certein,  whan  that  fortune  list  to  flee, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  oours  of  hir  with- 

holde ; 
Lat  no  man  truste  on  blind  prosperitee ; 
Be  war  by  thiae  ensamples  trewe  and  olde. 

LUCXFSX. 

At  Lucifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
And  nat  a  man,  at  him  I  wol  biginne ;  3190 
For,  thogh  fortune  may  non  angel  dere,  (11) 


From  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  for  his  sinne 
Doun  in-to  helle,  wher  he  yet  is  inne. 
O  Lucifer  I  brightest  of  angels  alle. 
Now   artow  Sathanas,    that  maist  nat 
twinne  3195 

Out  of  miserie,  in  which  that  thou  art  faUe. 

Adam. 

Lo  Adam,  in  the  feld  of  Damassene, 
Witii  goddes  owene  finger  wroght  washe^ 
And  nat  bigeten  of  mannes  sperme  un- 

clene. 
And  welte  al  Flnradys,  saving  o  tree.     5200 
Had  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  for  misgovemaunoe    (22) 
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Was  drive  ont  of  his  hye  prosperitee 

To  labour,  and  to  helle,  and  to  meschaiinoe. 

Sampsoh. 

Lo  Sampson,  which  that  was  annunciat 
By  th'angel,  longe  er  his  nativitee,      3206 
And  was  to  god  almighty  consecrat, 
And  stood  in  noblesse,  whyl  he  mighte  see. 
Was  never  swich  another  as  was  he, 
To  spake  of  strengthe,  and  therwith  hardi- 

nesse;  3310 

But  to  his  yryvea  tolde  he  his  secree,  (31) 
Through  which    he    slow    him-self,  for 

wrecchednesse. 

Sampson,  this  noble  almighty  championn, 
Withouten  wei>en  save  his  hondes  tweye, 
He  slow  and  al  tn-rente  the  leonn,  3215 
Toward  his  wedding  walking  by  the  weye. 
His  false  wyf  conde  him  so  plese  and 

preye 
Til  she  his  conseil  knew,  and  she  untrewe 
Un-tohisfooehisconseilganbiwreye,   3319 
And  him  forsook,  and  took  another  newe. 

Three  hundred  foxes  took  Sampson  for  ire. 
And  alle  hir  tayles  he  togider  bond,    (43) 
And  sette  the  foxes  tayles  alle  on  fire, 
For  he  on  every  tayl  had  knit  a  brond ; 
And  they  brende  alle  the  comes  in  that 
lond,  3335 

And  alle  hir  oliveres  and  vynes  eek. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  eek  with  his  bond, 
And  had  no  wepen  bat  an  asses  cheek. 

Whan  they  were  slayn,  so  thursted  him 
that  he  3339 

Was  wel  ny  lorn,  for  which  he  gan  to  preye 
That  god  wolde  on  his  peyne  han  som 
pitee,  (51) 

And  sende  him  drinke,  or  elles  moste  he 

deye; 
And  of  this  asses  oheke,  that  was  dreye. 
Out  of  a  wang^tooth  sprang  uion  a  weUe, 
Of  which  he  drank  y-nogh,  sliortly  to  seye, 
Thus  heelp  him  god,  as  Judieum  can  telle. 

By  verray  force,  at  Gazan,  on  a  night,  3337 
Haugree  Fhilistiens  of  that  oitee, 
The  gates  of  the  toun  he  hath  up-plight, 
And  on  his  bak  y-caried  hem  hath  he  3340 


Hye  on  an  hiUe,  that  men  mighte  hem 
see.  (61) 

O  noble  almighty  Sampson,  leef  and  dere, 
Had  thou  nat  told  to  wommen  thy  secree. 
In  al  this  worlde  ne  hadde  been  thy  pere ! 

This  Sampson  never  sicer  drank  ne  wyn, 
Ne  on  his  heed  cam  rasour  noon  ne  shere, 
By  precept  of  the  messager  divyn,  3347 
For  alle  his  strengthes  in  his  heres  were ; 
And  fxiSly  twenty  winter,  yeer  by  yere. 
He  hadde  of  Israel  the  govemaunce.  3351) 
But  sone  shal  he  wepen  many  a  tern,  (71) 
For  wommen  shal  him  bringen  to  mes- 
diaunce! 

Un-to  liis  lemxnan  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  his  heres  al  his  strengthe  lay, 
And  falsly  to  his  fo-men  she  him  solde. 
Andslepinginhirbarmeup-onaday    3356 
She  made  to  olippe  or  shere  his  heer  awey. 
And  made  his  fo-men  al  liis  craft  espyen ; 
And  whan  that  they  him  fonde  in  this 

array. 
They  bounde  him  fkste,  and  putten  out  his 

yCn.  33rx> 

But  er  his  heer  were  clipped  or  y-sh  ave,  (8 1 ) 
Ther  was  no  bond  with  whicli  men  might 

him  binde ; 
But  now  is  he  in  prisoun  in  a  cave, 
Wher-as  they  made  him.  at  the  queme 

grinde.  3364 

O  noble  Sampson,  strongest  of  roankinde, 
O  whylom  juge  in  glorie  and  in  ricliesse. 
Now  maystow  wepen  with  thy n  ySu  blinde, 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  falle  in  wzecched- 

nesse. 

Th'ende  of  this  caytif  was  as  I  shal  seye ; 
His  fo-men  made  a  feste  upon  a  day,  3370 
And  made  himashir  foolbifore  hempleye, 
And  this  was  in  a  temple  of  greet  array.  (93) 
But  atte  last  he  made  a  foul  affray ; 
For  he  two  pilers  shook,  and  made  hem 
falle,  3374 

And  doun  ill  temple  and  al,and  ther  it  lay, 
And  slow  him-self,  and  eek  his  fo-men  alle. 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  princes  everichoon, 
And  eek  three  thousand  bodies  wer  ther 
slayn  (98) 


T.  14095-141 74.]  B.    Z^t  (nionile«  Zatt* 


533 


With  falling  of  the  grete  temple  of  stoon. 
Of  Sampeon  nowwol  I  narmore  seyn.  3380 
Beth  war  by  this  ensample  old  and  playn 
That  no  men  telle  hir  conMil  til  hir  wyyes 
Of  swich  thing  as  they  wolde  han  secree 

fayn, 
If  that  it  toache  hir  limmes  or  hir  lyree. 

HsxcuiiXS. 

Of  Hercnlea  the  soverejm  oonqneronr  3385 
Singen  his  workes  lande  and  heigh  renoon ; 
For  in  his  tyme  of  strengthe  he  was  the 

floor. 
He  slow,  and  zwfbe  the  skin  of  the  leoun  ; 
He  of  Centanroe  leyde  the  boost  adoun ; 
He  Arpies  slow,  the  cruel  briddes  felle ;  3290 
Ho  golden  apples  rafte  of  the  dragonn ;  ( 1 1 1 ) 
He  drow  out  Cerberus,  the  hound  of  helle  : 

He  slow  the  cruel  tyrant  Bnsirus, 

And  made  his  hors  to  frete  him,  flesh  and 

boon; 
Ho  slow  the  firy  serpent  venimous ;    3295 
Of  Achelois  two  homes,  he  biak  oon ; 
And  he  slow  CfMus  in  a  cave  of  stoon  ; 
He  slow  the  geaunt  Antheus  the  strongs ; 
He  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  that  anoon. 
And  bar  the  hevenon  his  nekke  longe.  3300 

Was  never  wight,  sith  that  the  world 
bigan,  (121) 

That  slow  BO  many  monstres  as  dide  he. 

Thuigh-out  this  wyde  world  liis  name  ran, 

'N^liat  for  his  strengthe,  and  for  his  heigh 
bountee,  3304 

And  every  reaume  wento  he  for  to  see. 

He  was  so  strong  that  no  man  mighte  him 
lette ; 

At  bothe  the  worldes  endes,  selth  Trophee, 

lu  stede  of  boundes,  he  a  piler  sette. 

A  lemman  hadde  this  noble  oliampioun, 
That  highte  Dianira,  fresh  as  May ;    3310 
And,  as  thise  clerkes  mi^en  mencioun,  (131) 
She  hath  him  sent  a  slierte  fresh  and  gay. 
Alias !  this  sherte,  alias  and  w^ylaway ! 
Envenimed  was  so  subtUly  with-alle,  3314 
That,  er  that  he  had  wered  it  half  a  day, 
It  made  his  flesh  al  ttom.  his  bones  falle. 

But  natheleee  sonune  clerkes  hir  excnsen 
By  oon  that  highte  Nessus,  that  it  maked ; 


Be  as  be  may,  I  wol  hir  noght  accusen ; 
But  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered  al 
naked,  33^0 

Til  that  his  flesh  was  for  the  venim  blaked. 
And  whan  he  soy  noon  other  remedye,  ( 1 42) 
In  bote  coles  he  hath  him-eelven  raked, 
For  with  no  venim  deyned  him  to  dye. 

Thus  starf  this  worthy  mighty  Hercules  ; 
Lo,    who    may  tmste    on    fortune    any 
throwe  ?  33^6 

For  him  that  folweth  al  this  world  of  prees, 
Er  he  be  war,  is  ofbe  y-leyd  ftil  lowe. 
Ful  wys  is  he  that  can  him-selven  knowe. 
Beth  war,  for  whan  that  fortune  list  to 

glow*  3330 

Than  wayteth  she  hir  man  to  overthrowe 
By  swich  a  wey  as  he  wolde  leest  sup- 
pose. (152) 

Nabuoodoitosor  (Nebuchadrezzab). 

The  mighty  trone,  the  precious  tresor, 
The  glorious  ceptre  and  royal  magestee 
That  hadde  the  king  Nabugodonosor,  3335 
With  tonge  unnethe  may  disciyved  be. 
He  twySs  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee ; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  him  ladde. 
At  Babiloyne  was  his  sovereyn  see,     3339 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delyt  he  hadde. 

The  fairest  children  of  the  blood  royal  (161) 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon. 
And  maked  ech  of  hem  to  been  his  thraL 
Amonges  othere  Daniel  was  oon,  3344 
That  was  the  wysest  child  of  everichoon ; 
For  he  the  dremes  of  the  king  expouned, 
Whor-as  in  Chaldey  clerk  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  his  dremes  souned. 

This  proude  king  leet  make  a  statue  of 
golde,  3349 

Sixty  cubytes  long,  and  seven  in  brede, 
To  which  image  bothe  yonge  and  olde  (171) 
Comaunded  he  to  louto,  and  have  in  drede ; 
Or  in  a  foumej^  ful  of  flambes  rede 
He  shal  be  brent,  that  wolde  noght  obeye. 
But  never  wolde  assente  to  that  dede  3355 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

This  king  of  kinges  proud  was  and  elaat, 
He  wende  that  god,  that  sit  in  magestee, 
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Ke  mighte  him  nat  bireyo  of  his  eetAat : 
But  sodeynly  he  loste  his  dignitee,      3360 
And  lyk  a  beste  him  seined  for  to  be,    (181) 
And  eet  hay  as  an  oxe,  and  lay  theisonte ; 
In  reyn  with  wilde  bestes  walked  he, 
Til  certein  tyme  was  y-oome  abonte. 

And  lyk  an  ^les  fetheres  wexe  his  heres, 
His  nayles  lyk  a  briddes  clawes  were  ;  3366 
Til  god  released  him  a  certein  yeres, 
And  yaf  him  wit ;  and  than  with  many  a 

tere 
He  thanked  god,  and  ever  his  lyf  in  fere 
Was  he  to  doon  amis,  or  more  trespace,  3370 
And,  til  that  tyme  he  leyd  was  on  his 

here. 
He  knew  that  god  was  fnl  of  might  and 

grace.  (19a) 

Bai/thasar  (Belshazeas). 

His  sone,  which  that  highte  Balthasar, 
That  heeld  the  regne  after  his  fader  day, 
He  by  his  fader  coude  nought  be  war,  3375 
For  proud  he  was  of  herte  and  of  array ; 
And  eek  an  ydolastre  was  he  ay. 
His  hye  estaat  assured  him  in  piyde. 
But  fortune  caste  him  doun,  and  ther  he 

lay. 
And  sod^ynly  his  regne  gan  divyda    3380 

A  feste  he  made  un-to  his  lordes  alio  (301 ) 
Up-on  a  tyme,  and  bad  hem  blythe  be, 
And  than  his  offlceres  gan  he  oalle — 
'  Goth,  bringeth  forth  the  vessels,'  [tho] 
quod  he,  3384 

*  Which  that  my  fader,  in  his  prosperitee. 
Out  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  birafte, 
And  to  our  hye  goddes  thanke  we 
Of  honour,  that  our  eldres  with  us  lafte.' 

His  wyf^  his  lordes,  and  his  concubynes 
Ay  dronken,  whyl  hir  appetytes  laste,  3390 
Out  of  thise  noble  vessels  sundry  wynes  ; 
And  on  a  wal  this  king  his  y6n  caste,  (21a) 
And  sey  an  bond  armlees,  that  wroot  iul 

faste, 
For  fere  of  which  he  quook  and  ^yked 

sore.  3394 

This  bond,  that  Balthasar  so  sore  agaste, 
Wroot  Mane,  techel,  pharea,  and  na^more. 


In  al  that  lond  magicien  was  noon 
That  coude   expoune   what   this  lettre 

mente; 
But  Daniel  expouned  it  anoon,  3399 

And  seyde,  *  king,  god  to  thy  £Euler  lente 
Glorie  and  honour,  regne,  tresour,  rente 
And  he  was  proud,  and  no-thing  god  ne 

dradde,  (aaa) 

And  therfor  god  gret  wreche  up-on  him 

sente, 
And  him  birafte  the  regne  that  he  hadde. 

He  was  out  oast  of  mannes  oompanye, 
With  asses  was  his  habitacioun,         3406 
And  eet  hey  as  a  beste  in  weet  and  drye. 
Til  that  he  knew,  by  grace  and  by  resoun. 
That  god  of  heven  hath  dominacioun 
Over  every  regne  and  every  creature ;  3410 
And  thanne  had  god  of  him  compassioun, 
And  him  restored    his   regne    and   his 
figure.  (332) 

Eek  thou,  that  art  his  sone,  art  proud  also. 
And  knowest  alle  thise  thinges  verraily, 
And  art  rebel  to  god,  and  art  his  fo,  3415 
Thou  drank  eek  of  his  vessels  boldely ; 
Thy  wyf  eek  and  thy  wenches  sinfully 
Dronke  of  the  same  vessels  sondry  wynes. 
And  heriest  false  goddes  cursedly ;      3419 
Therfor  to  thee  y-shapen  ful  gret  pyne  is. 

This  hand  was  sent  from,  god,  that  on  the 

walle  (341) 

Wroot  maney  tecHel,  pharea^  truste  me  ; 
Thy  r^;ne  is  doon,  thou  weyest  noght  at 

alle; 
Divyded  is  thy  reg^e,  and  it  shal  be  3424 
To  Modes  and  to  Perses  yeven,'  quod  he. 
And  thilke  same  night  this  king  was 

slawe. 
And  Darius  oooupyeth  his  degree, 
Thogh  he  therto  had  neither  right  ne 

lawe. 

Lordinges,  ensample  heer-by  may  ye  take 
How    that    in   lordshipe   is   no    siker- 

nesse ;  3430 

For  whan  fortune  wol  a  man  forsake,  (351) 
Shebereth  awey  his  regne  and  his  richesse, 
And  eek  his  fireendes,  bothe  more  and 

lesse; 
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For  what  man  that  hath  f^reendes  thnzierl^ 
fortune,  3434 

Mishap  wol  make  hem  enemys,  I  geese  : 
XhiB  proverbe  is  fnl  sooth  and  fal  com- 
mnno. 

CnroBiA  (Zkhobia). 

Cenohia,  of  Palimerie  quene, 
As  writen  Persiens  of  hir  nohlesse, 
So  worthy  was  in  armes  and  so  kene,  3439 
That  no  wight  passed  hir  in  hardinesse, 
Ne  in  linage,  ne  in  other  gentillesse.  (a6i) 
Of  kinges  blode  of  Perse  is  she  descended ; 
I  seye  nat  that  she  hadde  most  faimesse, 
But  of  hir  shape  she  mighte  nat  been 
amended.  3444 

From  hir  childhede  I  flnde  that  she  fledde 
Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  wente ; 
And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  she  shedde 
With  arwes  brode  that  she  to  hem  sente. 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem.  hente, 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder,  she  wolde 
kille  3450 

Leonns,  lepardes,  andberesalto-rente,  (271) 
And  in  hir  armes  welde  hem  at  hir  wille. 

She  dorste  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke, 
And  rennen  in  the  montaignes  al  the 

night, 
And  slepen  under  a  bush,  and  she  oonde 

eke  3455 

Wrastlen  by  verray  force  and  verray  might 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wight; 
Ther  mighte  no-thing  in  hir  armes  stonde. 
She  kepte   hir  maydenhod  from  every 

wight, 
To  no  man  deigned  hir  for  to  be  bonde.  3460 

Bat  atte  laste  hir  Arendes  han  hir  maried 
To  Odenake,  a  prince  of  that  oontree,  (aSa) 
Al  were  it  so  that  she  hem  longe  taried ; 
And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  how  that  he 
Hadde  swiche  fantaqres  as  hadde  she.  3465 
But  nathelees,  whan  they  were  knit  in- 

fere, 
They  lived  in  joye  and  in  felicitee ; 
For  ech  of  hem  hadde  other  leef  and  dere. 

Save  o  thing,  that  she  never  wolde  assente 
By  no  wey,  that  he  sholde  by  hir  lye    3470 


*Bat  ones,  for  it  was  hir  pleyn  entente  (391) 
To  have  a  child,  the  world  to  multiplye ; 
And  al-0o  sone  as  that  she  mighte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  childe  with  tht^ 

dede. 
Than  wolde  she  snffre  him  doon  his  fan- 

tasye  3475 

Efb-sone,  and  nat  bat  ones,  oat  of  drede. 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilke  oast, 
Ka-more  sholde  he  pleyen  thilke  game 
Til  folly  fourty  dayes  weren  past  j 
Than  wolde  she  ones  suffre  him  do  the 

same.  3480 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame,  (301) 
He  gat  na-more  of  hir,  for  thas  she  seyde, 
*  It  was  to  wyves  lecheiye  and  shame 
In  other  cas,  if  that   men   with   hem 

pleyde.*  3484 

Two  Bones  by  this  Odenake  hadde  she. 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  verta  and  let- 

tmre; 
Bat  now  an-to  oar  tale  tame  we. 
I  seye,  so  worshipfol  a  creatore, 
And  wys  therwith,  and  large  with  mesare« 
So  penible   in  the  werre,  and    carteis 

eke,  3490 

Ne  more  laboar  mighte  in  werre  endure, 
Was  noon,  thogh  al  this  world  men  sholde 

seke.  (312) 

Hir  riche  array  ne  mighte  nat  be  told 
As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothing ; 
She  was  al  clad  in  perree  and  in  gold,  3495 
And  eek  she  lafte  noght,  for  noon  hunting. 
To  have  of  sondry  tonges  ful  knowing. 
Whan  that  she  leyser  hadde,  and  for  to 

entende 
To  lemen  bokes  was  al  hir  lyking,      3499 
How  she  in  vertu  mighte  hir  lyf  dispende. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storie  for  to  trete,  (321) 
So  doughty  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek 

she, 
That  th^  conquered  many  regnes  gxete 
In  th'orient,  with  many  a  fair  citee, 
Apertenaunt  un-to  the  magestee         3505 
Of  Bome,  and  with  strong  hond  helde 

hem  ful  faste ; 
Ne  never  mighte  hir  fo-men  doon  hem  flee, 
Ay  whyl  that  Odenakes  dayes  laste. 
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Hir  batailes,  who-so  lirt  hem  for  to  rede,  * 
Agayn  Sapor  the  king  and  othere  mo,  .1510 
And  how  that  al  this  proces  fll  in  dede,  (33 1 ) 
"^liy  she  conquered  and  what  title  had 

therto, 
And  after  of  hir  meechief  and  hir  wo, 
How  that  she  was  biseged  and  y-take, 
Let  him  nn-to  my  maister  Fetrark  go,  3515 
That  writ  y-nongh  of  this,  I  undertake. 

When  Odenake  was  deed,  she  mightily 
The  regnes  heeld,  and  with  hir  propre 

honde 
Agayn  hir  foos  she  faoght  so  craelly. 
That  ther  nas  king  ne  prince  in  al  that 

londe  (340)  3530 

That  he  nas  glad,  if  that  he  grace  fonde, 
That  she  ne  wolde  ni>-on  his  lond  werreye ; 
With  hir  they  made  alliannce  by  bonde 
To  been  in  pees,  and  lete  hir  ryde  and 

pleye. 

The  emi>eroar  of  Borne,  Glandins,        3525 
Ne  him  bifore,  the  Bomayn  G-alien, 
Ne  dorste  never  been  so  corageons, 
Ne  noon  Ermyn,  ne  noon  Egipcien, 
Ne  Snrrien,  ne  noon  Arabien, 
Within  the  feld  that  dorste  with  hir  fighte 
Lest  that  she  wolde  hem  with  hir  hondes 

slon  (55O  3S3» 

Or  with  hir  meynee  patten  hem  to  flighte. 

In  kinges  habit  wente  hir  sones  two, 
As  heires  of  hir  fadres  regnes  alle, 
And  Hermanno,  and  ThymalaO  3535 

Her  names  were,  as  Persiens  hem  calla 
But  ay  fortune  hath  in  hir  hony  galle ; 
This  mighty  quene  may  no  whyl  endure. 
Fortune  out  of  hir  regno  made  hir  falle 
To  wrecchednesse  and  to  misaventure.  3540 

Aurelian,  whan  that  the  govemaunoe  (361) 
Of  Bome  cam  in-to  his  hondes  tweye, 
He  shoop  up-on  this  queen  to  do  yen- 

geaunce, 
And  with  his  legiouns  he  took  his  wejre 
Toward  Cenobie,  and,  shortly  for  to  s^ye. 
He  made  hir  flee,  and  atte   laste   hir 

hente,  3546 

And  fettred  hir,  and  eek  hir  children 

tweye, 
And  wan  the  lond,  and  hoom  to  Bome  he 

wente. 


Amonges  othere  thinges  that  he  wan, 
Hir  char,  that  was  with  gold  wrought  and 

perree,  (370)  3550 

This  grete  Bomayn,  this  Aurelian, 
Hath  with  him  lad,  for  that  men  sholde 

it  see. 
Biforen  his  triumphe  walketh  she 
With  gilte  cheynes  on  hir  nekke  ^angiiig  • 
Corouned  was  she,  as  after  hir  d^ree,  3555 
And  ful  of  perree  charged  hir  clothing. 

Alias,  fortune !  she  that  whylom  was 
Dredfhl  to  kinges  and  to  emperoures, 
Now  gaureth  al  the  peple  on  hir,  alias ! 
And  she    that  helmed    was    in   starke 

stoures,  (380)  3560 

And  wan  by  force  tonnes  stronge  and 

toures, 
Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  vitremyte ; 
And  she    that    bar   the    oeptre    ful   of 

floures 
Shal  here  a  dlstaf,  hir  cost  for  to  quyte. 

[T.  14380 
(Nrho  followa  In  T. ;  sm  p.  537.) 

DX  PSTVO   B«OX  ISPAHHIK. 

O    noble,    o    worthy    Petro,    glorie    of 

Spayne,  [T.  14685 

Whom  fortune  heeld  so  hy  in  magestee, 

Wei  oughten  men  thy  pitous  deeth  oom- 

playne !  3567 

Out  of  thy  lond  thy  brother  made  thee  flee ; 

And  after,  at  a  soge,  by  subtiltee, 

Thou  were  bitn^ed,  and  lad  un-to  his 

tente,  (39**)  3570 

Wher-as  he  with  his  owene  hond  slow  thee, 

Succeding  in  thy  regno  and  in  thy  rente. 

The  feeld  of  snow,  with  th*egle  of  blak 
ther-inne,  [T.  14693. 

Caught  with  the  lymrod,  coloured  as  the 
glede,  3574 

He  brew  this  cursednes  and  al  this  sinne. 
The  *wikked  nest*  was  worker  of  this  nede ; 
Noght  Charles  Oliver,  that  ay  took  hede 
Of  trouthe  and  honour,  but  of  Armorike 
(Hnilon  Oliver,  corrupt  for  mode,       3579 
Broghte  this  worthy  king  in  swich  a  brike. 

Db  Fbtbo  Bkgx  dk  Cifkx 

O  worthy  Petro,  king  of  Qypre,  also,  (401) 
That  AUsaundre  wan  by  heigh  maistzye, 
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Fnl  many  a  hethen  wroghtestow  fdl  wo, 
Of  which  thyn  owene  liges  hadde  envye, 
And,  for  no  thing  but  for  thy  ohivaliye, 
They  in  thy  bedde  han  slayn  thee  by  the 

morwe.  3586 

Thus  can  fortune  hir  wheel  goveme  and 

gye,  [T.  14707. 

And  out  of  joy  e  bringe  men  to  sorwe. 

Dk  Baiuiabo  de  Lumbabdia, 

Of  Melan  grete  Bamabo  ViBoonnte,    3589 
Ood  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lnmbardye, 
Why  Bholde  I  nat  thyn  infortnne  aoounte, 
Sith  in  estaat  thou  olombe  were  so  hye  ? 
Thy  brother  sone,  that  was  thy  doable 

allye,  (415) 

For  he  thy  nevew  was,  and  sone-in-lawe, 
With-inne  his  prisoun  made  thee  to  dye ; 
Bat  why,  ne  how,  noot  I  that  thou  were 

slawe.  3596 

Db  Hooxumo,  CoMrrs  Dc  l^izic 

Of  the  orl  Hugelyn  of  I^jrse  the  langoar 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee ; 
But  litel  oat  of  Pyse  stant  a  toar. 
In  whiohe  toar  in  prisonn  put  was  he,  3600 
And  with  him  been  his  litel  children 

three.  (431) 

The  eldeste  Bcardy  fyf  yeer  wa9  of  age* 
Alias,  fortane  !  it  was  greet  craeltee 
Swiche  briddes  for  to  patte  in  swiche  a 

cage!  3604 

Dampned  was  he  to  deye  in  that  prisoun^ 
For  Boger,  which  that  bisshop  was  of  Pyse, 
Hadde  on  him  maad  a  fals  soggestioan, 
Thorgh  which  the  peple  gan  upon  him 

ryse,  (4^8) 

And  patten  him  to  prisonn  in  swioh  wyde 
As  ye  han  herd,  and  mete  and  drink  he 

hadde  3610 

So  smal,  that  wel  onnethe  it  may  sofiyse. 
And  therwith-al  it  was  ftil  povre  and 

badde. 

And  on  a  day  bifil  that,  in  that  hoar, 
Whan  that  his  mete  wont  was  to  be  brogh  t, 
The  gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  toar. 
He  herde  it  wel, — bat  he  spak  right  noght, 
And  in  his  herte  anon  ther  fll  a  thoght. 
That  they  for  hanger  wolde  doon  him  dyen. 


*  Alias!'    qnod  he,   *  alias! 
wroght !' 


that  I  was 

(439)  3619 
Therwith  the  teres  fiUen  from  his  y6n. 


His  yonge  sone,  that  three  yeer  was  of  age, 
Un-to  him  seyde, '  fader,  why  do  ye  wepe  ? 
Whui  wol  the  gayler  bringen  our  i>otage, 
Is  ther  no  morsol  breed  that  ye  do  kepe  ? 
I  am  so  hungry  that  I  may  nat  Blepe.  3625 
Now  wolde  god  that  I  mighte  slepen  ever ! 
Than  sholde  nat  hanger  in  my  wombe 

crepe; 
Ther  is  no  things  save  breed,  that  me 

were  lever.* 

Thus  day  by  day  this  child  bigan  to  crye, 
Til  in  his  fietdres  borme  adoon  it  lay,  3630 
And  seyde^  *  far^wel,  fader,  I  moot  dye,' 
And  kiste  his  fader,  and  deyde  the  same 
day.  (452) 

And  whui  the  woful  fader  deed  it  sey. 
For  wo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  byte. 
And  seyde,  *  alias,  fortane !  and  weylaway ! 
Thy  false  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wyte ! ' 

His  children  wende  that  it  for  hanger  was 
That  he  his  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo, 
And  seyde,  ^  fader,  do  nat  so^  alias ! 
But  rather  eet  the  flesh  upon  us  two ;  3640 
Our  flesh  thou  yaf  us,  tak  our  flesh  us  fro 
And  eet  y-nough  : '  right  thus  they  to  him 

seyde,  (46^) 

And  after  that,  with-in  a  day  or  two, 
They  leyde  hem  in  hia  lappe  adoun,  and 

deyde.  3644 

Him-self,  despeired,  eek  for  hanger  starf ; 
Thus  ended  is  this  mighty  Erl  of  Pyse ; 
From  heigh  estaat  fortane  awey  him  oarf. 
Of  this  Tragedie  it  oghte  y-nough  su£fyae. 
Who-so  wol  here  it  in  a  lenger  wyse,  (469) 
Bedeth  the  grete  poete  of  Itaille,  3650 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  can  al  devyse 
Fro  point  to  point,  nat  o  word  wol  he  faille. 

[T.  14772. 

{Far  T.  14773,  sm  p.  542 ;  yiw  T.  14380, 
•M  p.  536). 

Nnta 

[T.  14381. 
Al-though  that  Nero  were  as  vicious 
As  any  feend  that  lyth  ful  lowe  adoun, 
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Tet  he,  as  telleth  us  Swetonins,  3655 

This  vryde  world  hadde  in  snbjeooionn, 
Both  Est  and  West,  fSonth  and  Septem- 

trioon; 
Of  rabies,  saphires,  and  of  perles  whyte 
Were  alle  his  clothes  bronded  up  and  doun ; 
For  he  in  gemmes  greetly  gan  delyte.  3660 

More  delicat,  more  pompons  of  array,  (481) 
More  prond  was  never  emperoor  than  he ; 
That  ilke  cloth,  that  he  had  wered  o  day. 
After  that  tyme  he  nolde  it  never  see. 
Nettes  of  gold-thred  hadde  he  gret  plentee 
To  fisshe  in  Tybre,  whan  him  liste  pleye. 
His  lustes  were  al  lawe  in  his  decree, 
For  fortune  as  his  f  reend  him  wolde  obeye. 

He  Rome  brende  for  his  delioacye ; 
The  senatonrs  he  slow  np-on  a  day,    3670 
To  here  how  men  wolde  wepe  and  crye ; 
And  slow  his  brother,  and  by  lus  sister 
lay.  (49a) 

His  moder  made  he  in  pitons  array ; 
For  he  hir  wombe  slitte,  to  biholde 
Wher  he  conceyved  was ;  so  weilawey ! 
That  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde  !    3676 

No  tere  out  of  his  y6n  for  that  sighte 
Ke  cam,  but  seyde,  *  a  &ir  womman  was 

she.' 
Gret  wonder  is,  how  that  he  coude  or 

mighte  (499) 

Be  domosman  of  hir  dede  beautee.      3680 
The  vryn  to  bringen  him  oomaunded  he. 
And  drank  anon  ;  non  other  wo  he  made. 
Whan  might  is  joyned  un-to  crueltee, 
Alias !  to  depe  wol  the  venim  wade  !  3684 

In  youthe  a  maister  hadde  this  emperour, 
To  teche  him  letterure  and  curteisye. 
For  of  moralitee  he  was  the  flour, 
As  in  his  tyme,  bnt-if  bokes  lye ; 
And  whyl  this  maister   hadde  of  him 
maistrye,  3689 

He  maked  him  so  conning  and  so  souple 
That  longe  tyme  it  was  er  tirannye  (51 1) 
Or  any  vyce  dorste  on  him  uncouple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  devyse, 
By-cause  Nero  hadde  of  him  swich  drede, 
For  he  fro  yyces  wolde  him  ay  chastyse 
Discreetly  as  by  worde  and  nat  by  dede ; — 


^3ir,'  wolde  he  seyn,  *  an  emperour  moot 
nede  3697 

Be  vertuous,  and  hate  tirannye  * — 
For  which  he  in  a  bath  made  him  to  blede 
On  bothe  his  armes,  til  he  moste  dye. 

This  Nero  hadde  eek  of  aoustumaonce 
in  youthe  ageyn  his  maister  for  to  ryse, 
Which  afterward  him  thoughte  a  greet 
grevaunce ;  is^i) 

Therfor  he  made  him  deyen  in  this  wyse. 
But  natheles  this  Seneca  the  wyse     3705 
Ghees  in  a  bath  to  deye  in  this  manere 
Bather  than  han  another  tormentyse ; 
And  thus  hath  Nero  slayn  his  maist.er  der e. 

Now  fil  it  BO  that  fortune  list  no  lenger 
The  hye  pryde  of  Nero  to  chezyce ;     3710 
For  though  that  he  were  strong,  yet  was 

she  strenger;  (531) 

She  thoughte  thus,  *  by  K^t  ^  ^jn  to  nyce 
To  sette  a  man  that  is  fulflld  of  vyce 
In  heigh  degree,  and  emperour  him  calle. 
By  god,  out  of  his  sete  I  wol  him  tryce  j 
When  he  leest  weneth,  sonest  shal  he 

falle.'  3716 

The  peple  roos  up-on  him  on  a  night 
For  his  defaute,  and  whan  he  it  espyed. 
Out  of  his  dores  anon  he  hath  him  dight 
Alone,  and,  ther  he  wende  han  ben  allyed, 
He  knokked  faste,  and  ay,  the  more  he 

ciyed,  (541)  3721 

The  faster  shette  they  the  dores  alle ; 
Tho  wiste  he  wel  he  hadde  him-self  mis- 

gyed. 
And  wente  his  wey,  no  lenger  dorste  he 

calle. 

The  peple  oryde  and  rombled  up  and  doun, 
That  with  his  eres  herde  he  how  they 

sejrde,  3726 

*  Wher  is  this  false  tyraunt,  this  Neroun  ?* 
For  fere  almost  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  preyde 
For  socour,  but  it  mighte  nat  bityde.  3730 
For  drede  of  this,  him  thoughte  that  he 

deyde,  (551) 

And  ran  in-to  a  gardin,  him  to  hyde. 

And  in  this  gardin  fond  he  cherles  tweye 
That  seten  by  a  fyr  ftd  greet  and  reed, 
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And  to  thiBe  cherles  two  he  g^an  to  preye 
To  flleen  him,  and  to  girden  of  his  heed, 
That  to  his  body,  whan  that  he  were  deed, 
Were  no  deepyt  y-doon,  for  his  defame. 
Him-aelf  he  slow,  he  conde  no  bettor  reed, 
Of  which  fortune  lough,  and  hadde  a 
game.  3740 

DX    OlX>FKHirO   (HoLOFICKinES). 

Was  never  capitayn  under  a  king      (561) 
That  r^ines  mo  putto  in  subjecoioun, 
Ne  strenger  was  in  feeld  of  alle  thing. 
As  in  his  tyme,  ne  grettor  of  renonn,  3744 
Ke  more  pompous  in  heigh  presumpcioun 
Than  Olofeme,  which  fortune  ay  kisto 
So  likerously,  and  ladde  him  up  and  doun 
Til  that  his  heed  vnm  of,  er  that  he  wiste. 

Nat  only  that  this  world  hadde  him  in 

awe 
For  lesinge  of  richesse  or  libertoe,       3750 
But  he  made  eveiy  man  reneye  his  lawe. 
'  Nabugodonoeor  was  god,'  seyde  he,  (57a) 
'  Noon  other  god  sholde  adoured  be.' 
Ageyns  his  heste  no  wight  dar  trespace 
Save  in  Betholia,  a  strong  citee,         3755 
Wlier  Filiaohim  a  prest  was  of  that  place. 

But  tak  kepe  of  the  deeth  of  Olofem ; 
Amidde  his  host  he  dronke  lay  a  night, 
With-inne  his  tonte,  large  as  is  a  bem, 
And  yit,  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his 

might,  37<k> 

Judith,  a  womman,  as  he  lay  upright, 
Sleping,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  from  his 

tonte  (582) 

Ful  prively  she  stal  from  every  wight. 
And  with  his  heed  unto  hir  toun  she 

wente. 

Dk  ReOK  AkTHIOCIIO  XliLUSTRI. 

What  nedeth  it  of  King  Anthioohus  37<^ 
To  telle  his  hye  royal  magestee, 
His  hye  pryde,  his  werkes  venimous  ? 
For  swich  another  was  ther  noon  as  he. 
Bede  which  that  he  was  in  Machabee, 
And  rede  the  proude  wordes  that  he  seyde. 
And  why  he  fil  fro  heigh  proeperitee,  (591) 
And  in  an  hil  how  wrechedly  he  deyde. 


Fortune  him  hadde  enhaunced  so  in  pxyde 
That  verraily  he  wende  he  mighto  attayne 
Unto  the  sterres,  upon  eveiy  syde,  3775 
And  in  balance  weyen  ech  montayne, 
And  alle  the  flodes  of  the  see  restrasme. 
And  goddes  peple  hadde  he  most  in  hate, 
Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

payne, 
Wening  that  god  ne  mighto  his  pryde 

abate.  (6uo)  3780 

And  for  that  Nichanor  and  Thimothee 
Of  Jewes  weren  venquiashed  mightily, 
Unto  the  Jewes  swich  an  hato  hadde  he 
That  he  bad  greithe  his  char  Ail  hastily, 
And  swoor,  and  seyde.  Ail  despitously. 
Unto  Jerusalem  he  wolde  eft-sone,      3786 
To  wreken  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  purpos  he  was  let  ful  sone. 

Ood  for  his  manace  him  so  sore  smoot 
With  invisible  wounde,  ay  incurable,  3790 
That  in  his  g^attes  carf  it  so  and  boot  (61 1) 
That  his  peynes  weren  importable. 
And  oerteinly,  the  wreche  was  resonable, 
For  many  a  mannes  gnttes  dide  he  peyne  ; 
But  from  his  purpos  cursed  and  damp- 

nable  3795 

For  al  his  smert  he  wolde  him  nat  re- 

streyne ; 

But  bad  anon  apparaillen  his  host. 
And  sodeynly,  er  he  of  it  was  war, 
Grod  daunted  al  his  pryde  and  al  his  host. 
For  he  so  sore  fil  out  of  his  char,        3800 
That  it  his  limes  and  his  skin  to-tar,  (621) 
So  that  he  neither  mighto  go  ne  ryde, 
But  in  a  chayer  men  abouto  him  bar, 
Al  for-brused,  bothe  bak  and  syde.     3804 

The  wreche  of  god  him  smoot  so  cruelly 
That  thuigh  his  body  wikked  wormes 

orepto; 
And  ther-with-al  he  stank  so  horribly, 
That  noon  of  al  his  meynee  that  him 

kepto, 
Whether  so  he  wook  or  elles  slepte,  3809 
Ne  mighto  noght  for  stink  of  him  endure. 
In  this  meschief  he  wayled  and  eek  wepte. 
And  knew  god  lord  of  every  creature. 

To  al  his  host  and  to  him-self  also      (633) 
Ful  wlatsom  Mras  the  stink  of  his  careyne ; 
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No  xnaa  ne  mighte  him  bore  to  no  fro. 
And    in   this   atink    and    this  horrible 

peyne  3816 

He  starf  fnl  wreochedly  in  a  monteyne. 
Thus  hath  this  robboor  and  this  honxicyde, 
That  many  a  man  made  to  wepe  and 

pleyne,  3819 

Swich  guerdon  as  bilongeth  nnto  piyde. 

The  storie  of  Alisaxmdre  is  ao  oomnne. 
That  every  wight  that  hath  disorecioan 
Hath  herd  somwhat  or  al  of  his  fortune. 
This  'wyde  tvx>rld,  as  in  oondusioun,  (644) 
He  wan  by  strengthe,  or  for  his   hye 

renoun  3835 

They  weren  ghid  for  pees  nn-to  him  sende. 
The  pryde  of  man  and  beste  he  leyde 

adoun, 
Wher-so  he  cam,  vm-to  the  worldes  ende. 

Comparisoun  might  never  yit  be  maked 
Bitwixe  him  and  another  oonquerour ; 
For  al  this  world  for  drede  of  him  hath 

quaked,  (651)  3831 

He  was  of  knighthode  and  of fredom  flour ; 
Fortune  him  made  the  heir  of  hir  honour ; 
Save  wyn  and  wommen,  no-thing  migfato 

aswage 
His  hye  entente  in  cumes  and  labour ; 
So  was  he  ful  of  leonyn  oorage.  3836 

What  preys  were  it  to  him,  thodg^h  I  yow 

tolde 
Of  Darius,  and  an  hundred  thoosand  mo, 
Of  kinges,  princes,  eries,  dukes  bolde, 
Whiche  he  conqneind,  and  broghte  hem 

in-to  wo  ?  3840 

I  seye,  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go,  (661) 
The  world  was  his,  what  sholde  I  more 

devyse? 
For  though  I  write  or  tolde  you  erermo 
Of  his  knighthode,  it  mighte  nat  anifyse. 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned,  as  sath  Machabee ; 
Philippes  sons  of  Macedoyne  he  was,  3846 
That  first  was  king  in  Greca  the  contree. 
O  worthy  gentii  Alisaandre,  alias ! 
That  ever  sholde  fallen  swich  a  cas !  3849 
Empoisoned  of  thyn  owene  folk  thou  were ; 


Thy  tu$  fortune  hath  turned  into  as,  (671) 
And  yit  for  thee  ne  weep  she  never  a  tere ! 

Who  shal  me  yeven  teres  to  compleyne 
Thedeethof  gentillesse  and  of  fraunchyse. 
That  al  the  world  welded  in  his  demeyne, 
And  .3dt  him    thonghte  it  mighte  nat 
suffyse?  3856 

So  fhl  was  his  cora^  of  heigh  empryse. 
Alias !  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endyte 
False  fortune,  and  poison  to  despyse, 
The  whiche  two  of  al  this  wo  I  wyte  ?  3860 

Be  Julio  Ckbark. 

By  wisdom,  manhede,  and  by  greet  labour 
Fro  humble  bed  to  royal  magestee,    (682) 
Up  roos  he,  Julius  the  oonquerour, 
That  wan  al  th'occident  by  lond  and  sec. 
By  strengthe  of  bond,  or  elles  by  tretee. 
And  un-to  Bome  made  hem  tributarie ; 
And  sitthe  of  Bome  the  emperour  was  he, 
Til  that  fortune  wex  his  adversariCi 

0  mighty  Cesar,  that  in  Thessalye 
Ageyn  Pompeius,  fader  thyn  in  lawe,  3870 
That  of  th'orient  hadde  al  the  chivaliye 
As  fer  as  that  the  day  biginneth  dawe, 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knighthode  hast  hem 

take  and  slawe,  (693) 

Save  fowe  folk  that  with  Pompeius  fledde, 
Thurgh  which  thou  puttest  al  th'orient 

in  awe.  3875 

Thanke  fortune,  that  so  wel  thee  spedde ! 

But  now  a  litel  whyl  I  wol  biwoiUe 
This  Pompeius,  this  noble  govemonr 
Of  Home,  which  that  fleigh  at  this  bataille ; 

1  seye,  oon  of  his  men,  a  fals  traitour,  (700) 
His  heed  of  smoot,  to  winnen  him  favour 
Of  Julius,  and  him  the  heed  he  broghte. 
Alias,  Pompey,  of  th'orient  conquerour, 
That   fortune   unto   swich  a  fyn    thee 

broghte! 

To  Bome  ageiyn  repalreth  Julius         3885 
With  his  trinmphe,  laureat  ful  hy^ 
But  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Caasius, 
That  ever  hadde  of  his  hye  estaat  envye, 
Ful  prively  hath  maad  oonspiracye 
Ageins  this  Julius,  in  snbtil  wyse,      3890 
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And  cast  the  placei  in  whiohe  he  sholde 
dye  (7") 

With  boydekins,  as  I  shal  yow  devysc. 

This  JolinB  to  the  Capitolie  wente 
Upon  a  day,  as  he  was  wont  to  goon, 
And  in  the  Capitolie  anon  him  hente  3895 
This  false  Brutos,  and  his  othere  foon, 
And  stikede  him  with  boydekins  anoon 
With  many  a  wonnde,  and  thus  they  lete 

him  lye; 
But  never  gronte  he  at  no  strook  bat  oon, 
Or  elles  at  two,  bnt-if  his  storie  lye.   3900 

So  manly  was  this  Jnlins  at  herte       (7a  i) 
And  so  wel  lovede  estaatly  honestee, 
That,  though  his  deedly  woundes  sore 

smerte, 
His  mantel  over  his  hipx>es  casteth  ho, 
For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  privitee.  3905 
And,  as  he  lay  on  deying  in  a  traonce. 
And  wiste  vorraily  that  deed  was  he, 
Of  honestee  3rit  hadde  he  remembrannco. 

Lncan,  to  thee  this  storie  I  recomende, 
And  to  Sweton,  and  to  'f  Valerie  also,  3910 
That  of  this   storie  wzyten  word  and 

ende,  (730 

How  that  to  thise  grete  conqneronres  two 
Fortune  was  first  frecnd,  and  sithen  fo. 
No  man  ne  tmste  np-on  hir  fovour  longe. 
But  have  hir  in  awayt  for  evei^mo.     3915 
Witnesse    on    alle    thise    oonqneroures 

stronge. 

Crests. 

Tliis  riche  Cresns,  whylom  king  of  Lyde, 
Of  whiche  Cresus  Cyrus  sore  him  dradde, 
Yit  was  he  caught  amiddes  al  his  pryde, 
And  to  be  brent  men  to  the  fyr  him  ladde. 
Bat  swinh  a  Teyn  doun  fro  the  welkne 
shadde  (740  392> 

That  slow  the  f^r,  and  made  him  to  escape ; 
But  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde. 
Til  fortune  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Wlian  he  escai>ed  was,  he  can  nat  stente 
For  to  biginne  a  newo  werre  agayn.    3926 


He  wende  wel,  for  that  fortune  him  sente 
Swich  hap,  that  he  escaped  thurgh  the 
rayn,  (748) 

That  of  his  foos  he  mighte  nat  be  slayn ; 
And  eek  a  sweven  up-on  a  night  he  mette, 
Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek  so  fkyn, 
That  in  vengeaunce  he  al  his  herte  sette. 

Up-on  a  tree  he  was,  as  that  him  thoughte, 
Ther  Juppiter  him  wesh,  bothe  bak  and 

syde,  (754) 

And  Phebus  eek    a    fair    towaille  him 

broughte  3935 

To  drye  him  with,  and  ther-for  wex  his 

pryde; 
And  to  his  doghter,  that  stood  him  bisyde, 
Which  that  he  knew  in  heigh  science 

habounde, 
He  bad  hir  telle  him  what  it  signifyde. 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thus  ex- 

pounde.  394'^ 

*The  tree/  quod  she,  *the  galwes  is  to 

mene,  (76  0 

And  Juppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn, 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  clene, 
Tho  ben  the  sonne  stremes  for  to  seyn , 
Thoa  shalt  anhanged  be,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Beyn  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee  drye ; '  394<5 

Thus  warned  she  him  fol  plat  and  ful 

pleyn. 
His   doughter,  which   that   called  was 

Phanye. 

Anhanged  was  Cresus,  the  proude  king, 
His  royal  trone  mighte  him  nat  availle.-^ 
Tragedio  is  noon  other  maner  thing,  (771) 
Ne  can  in  singing  ciye  ne  biwaille,    395a 
But  for  that  fortune  alwey  wol  assaiUe 
With  unwar  strook  the  regnes  that  ben 

proude ; 
For  when  men  trusteth  hir,  than  wol  she 

faille,  3955 

And  covere  hir  brighte  fane  with  a  cloude. 

[See  L  3565  on  p.  536. 

Explicit  Tragedia» 


Here  ttinteth  the  Knight  the  Monk  of  his  Tale. 
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THE   PROLOGUE  OF  THE   NONNE 

PRESTES  TALE. 


The  prologne  of  the  Nonne  Preestea  Tale. 


'Ho!'   quod  the  knight,  *good  sir,  nar 

more  of  this,  3957 

That  ye  han  sejrd  is  right  y-nongh,  y-'wia, 
And  mochel  more ;  for  litel  heyinesse 
Is  right  y-nongh  to  mochel  folk,  I  geese. 
I  seye  for  me,  it  is  a  greet  diaese         3961 
Wlier-4iA  men  han  ben  in  greet  welthe 

and  ese. 
To  heren  of  hir  sodeyn  fal,  alias ! 
And   the    contraiie    is  joie   and    greet 

solas,  3964 

As  whan  a  man  hath  been  in  povre  estaat. 
And  clymbeth  np,  and  wexeth  fortanat. 
And  ther  abydeth  in  proeperitee,         (11) 
Swioh  thing  is  gladsom,  as  it  thinketh  me, 
And  of  swich  thing  were  goodly  for  to 

telle.* 
*Te,*  qnod  onr  hoste,  *by  seint  Ponies 

belle,  3970 

Ye  seye    right    sooth ;    this   monk,  he 

olappeth  londe. 
He  spak  how  "fortune  covered  with  a 

olonde  " 
I  noot  never  what,  and  als  of  a  "  Tragedie" 
Right  now  ye    herde,    and    parde!    no 

remedio 
It  is  for  to  biwaille,  ne  compleyne      3975 
That  that  is  doon,  and  als  it  is  a  pejnie, 
As  ye  lian  seyd,  to  here  of  hevinesse.  (21) 
Sir  monk,  na-more  of  this,  so  god  yow 

blesse ! 
Tour  tale  anoyeth  al  this  oomjMtnye ; 
Swich  talking  is  nat  worth  a  boterflye ; 
Fur  ther-in  is  ther  no  desport  ne  game. 
Wherfor,  sir  Monk,  or  dan  Piers  by  your 

name,  398a 


I  presre  yow  hertely,  telle  us  somwhat  elles, 
For  sikerly,  nere  clinking  of  your  belles. 
That  on  your  brydel  hange  on  every  i^de. 
By  heven  king,  that  for  us  alle  dyde,  (30) 
I  sholde  er  this  han  fallen  donn  for  slepe. 
Although  the  slough  had  never  been  so  - 

depe ;  3988 

Than  had  your  tale  al  be  told  in  vayn. 
For  oerteinly,  as  that  thise  olerkes  seyn, 
"  Wher-asaman  may  have  noon  audience, 
Noght  helpeth  it  to  tellen  his  sentence." 
And  wel  I  woot  the  substance  is  in  me, 
If  any  tiling  shal  wel  reported  be.      3994 
Sir,  sey  somwhat  of  hunting,  I  yow  preye.' 
'  Nay,'  quod  this  monk,  '  I  have  no  lust 

to  pleye ;  (40) 

Now  let  another  telle,  as  I  have  told.' 
Than  spak  our  host,  with  rude  speche 

and  bold. 
And  seyde  un-to  the  Nonnes  Freest  anon, 

*  Com  neer,  thou  preest,  com  hider,  thou 

sir  John,  4cxx) 

Tel  us  swich  thing  as  may  our  hertes 

glade. 
Be  blythe,  though  thou  ryde  up-on  a  jade. 
What  though  thyn  hors  be  bothe  fonle 

and  lene,  (47) 

If  ho  wol  serve  thee,  rekke  nat  a  bene ; 
Look  that  thyn  herte  be  mery  evermo.' 

*  Yis,  sir,*  quod  he,  *  yis,  host,  so  mote  I  go, 
But  I  be  meiy,  y-wis,  I  wol  be  blamed : ' — 
And  right  anon  his  tale  he  hath  attamed. 
And  thus  he  seyde  un-to  us  everiohon. 
This  swete  preest,  this  goodly  man,  sir 

John.  4010 

ExpUeiL 
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THE   NONNE   PREESTES  TALE. 


Here  bigiimeth  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale  of  the  Cok  and  Hen, 

Channtecleer  and  Pertclote. 


A  POTRB  widwe,  somdel  fltai>6  in  age, 
Waa  whylom  dwelling  in  a  narwe  ootage, 
Bisyde  a  grove,  stonding  in  a  dale. 
This  widwe,  of  which  I  telle  yow  my  tale, 
Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  last  a  wyf, 
In  pacience  ladde  a  fnl  simple  lyf,     4016 
For  litel  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente ; 
By  honsbondrye,  of  such  as  Gk>d  hir  sente. 
She  fond  hir-self,  and  eek  hir  doghtren 

two. 
Three  large  sowes  hadde  she,  and  name. 
Three  kyn^  and  eek  a  sheep  that  highte 

Halle,  (11)  4031 

'  Fnl  sooty  was  hir  bonr,  and  eek  hir  halle, 

In  which  she  eet  fed  many  a  solendre 

meeL 
Of  poynannt  sanoe  hir  neded  never  a  deeL 
No  deyntee  morsel   passed   thnrgh  hir 

throte;  4025 

Hir  dyete  was  accordant  to  hir  oote. 
Beplecoioon  ne  made  hir  never  syk ; 
Attempree  dyete  was  al  hir.phiqyk, 
And  exeroyse,  and  hertes  saffisannce.  4029 
The  gonte  lette  hir  no-thing  for  to  daunce, 
N'apoplexye  shente  nat  hir  heed ;        (ai) 
No  wyn  ne  drank  she,  neither  whyt  ne 

reed; 
Hir  hord  was  served  most  with  whyt  and 

bUk, 
Milk  and  broon  breed,  in  which  she  fond 

nolak, 
Seynd  baooon,  and  somtyme  an  ^  or 

tweye,  4035 

For  she  was  as  it  were  a  manor  deye. 

A  yerd  she  hadde,  enclosed  al  abonte 
With  stikkes,  and  a  drye  dich  with-onte, 
In  which  she  hadde  a  cok,  hight  Chann- 
tecleer, 4039 
Inalthelandof  erowingnashispeer.  (30) 
His  Tois  was  merier  than  the  mery  orgon 
On  messe-dasres  that  in  the  ohirohe  gon ; 


Wei  sikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logge, 
Than  is  a  clokke,  or  an  abbey  orlogge. 
By  natnre  knew  he  ech  ascenciotm    4045 
Of  eqninozial  in  thilke  toon ; 
For  whan  degrees  fiftene  were  ascended, 
Thanne  crew  he,  that  it  mighte  nat  ben 
amended.  (38) 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  f3nEi  coral, 
And  batailed,  as  it  were  a  castel-waL  405a 
His  bile  vras  blak,  and  as  the  jeet  it  shoon ; 
I^k  asnr  were  his  legges,  and  his  toon  ; 
His  nayles  whytter  than  the  lilie  flonr, 
And  lyk  the  bnmed  gold  was  his  colour. 
This  gentil  cok  hadde  in  his  govemannce 
Sevene  hennes,  for  to  doon  alhis  plesannce, 
Whiche  were  his  snstres  and  his  para- 
mours, 4057 
And  wonder  lyk  to  him,  as  of  colours. 
Of  whiche  the  faireste  hewed  on  hir  throte 
Was  cleped  faire  damoysele  Pertelote. 
Curteys  she  was,  discreet,  and  debonaire. 
And  compaignable,  and  bar  hir-self  so 
•    faire,  (52) 
Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  seven  night 

old. 
That  trewely  she  hath  the  herte  in  hold 
Of  Channtecleer  loken  in  every  lith ;  4065 
He  loved  hir  so,  that  wel  was  him  ther- 

with. 
But  such  a  joye  was  it  to  here  hem  singe, 
Whan  that  the   brighte  Sonne  gan  to 
springe,  4068 

In  swete  accord,  *  my  lief  is  faren  in  londe.' 
For  thilke  tjrme,  as  I  have  understonde, 
Bestes  and  briddes  coude  speke  and  singe. 
And  so  bifel,  that  in  a  daweninge,    (62) 
As  Channtecleer  among  his  wyves  alle 
Sat  on  his  perche,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  him  sat  this  faire  Pertelote,  4075 
This  Channtecleer    gan   gronen   in  his 
throte, 
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As  man  that  in  his  dreexn  is  drecched  sore. 
And  whan  that  Pertelote  thus  herde  him 

rore,  4078 

She  was  agast,  and  sejrde,  *  O  horte  dere, 
What  eyleth  yow,  to  grone  in  this  manere? 
Ye  been  a  verray  sleper,  fy  for  shame !  *  (71) 
And    he    answerde    and    sejrde    thus, 

*madame, 
I  pray  yow,  that  ye  take  it  nat  apgrief : 
By  god,  me  mette  I  was  in  swich  meschief 
Bight  now,  that  yet  myn  herte  is  sore 

afright.  4085 

Xow  god,'  quod  he,  *  my  swevene  reoche 

aright, 
And  keep  my  body  out  of  foul  prisoun ! 
Me  mette,  how  that  I  romed  up  and  donn 
Withinne   our   yerde,  wher-as  I  saugh 

abeste, 
Was  lyk  an  hound,  and  wolde  han  maad 

aresto  4090 

Upon  my  body,  and  wolde  han  had  me 

deed.  (81) 

His  colour  was  bitwixe  yelwe  fund  reed ; 
And  tipped  was  his  tail,  and  bothe  his  eres, 
With  blak,  unlyk  the  remenant  of  his 

heres; 
His  snowte   smal,  with  glowinge   eyen 

tweye.  4095 

Yet  of  his  look  for  fere  almost  I  deye ; 
This  caused  me  my  groning,  doutelees.* 
*Avoy!*  quod  she,  'iy  on  yow,  herte- 

lees! 
Alias !'  quod  she,  *for,  by  that  god  abo^ie. 
Now  han  ye  lost  mjm  herte  and  al  my 

love ;  4ic*> 

I  can  nat  love  a  coward,  by  my  feith.  (91) 
For  certes,  what  so  any  womman  seith. 
We  alle  dessrren,  if  it  mighte  be, 
To  han  housbondes  hardy,  wyse,  and  free, 
And  secree,  and  no  nigard,  ne  no  fool,  4105 
Ne  him  that  is  agast  of  every  tool, 
Ne  noon  avauntour,  by  that  god  above ! 
How  dorsto  ye  seyn  for  shame  unto  your 

love, 
That  any  thing  mighte  make  yow  aferd  ? 
Have  ye  no  mannes  herte,  and  han  a  herd? 
Alias !  and  conne  ye  been  agast  of  swe- 

venis?  (loi)    .4111 

No-thing,  god  wot,  but  vanitee,  in  sweven 

is. 
Swevenes  ongendren  of  repleocionns, 


And  ofko  of  fume,  and  of  compleccionns, 
Whan  humours  been  to  habundant  in  a 

wight.  41 15 

Certes  this  dreem,  which  ye  han  met 

to-night, 
Ck>meth  of  the  grete  superfluitee 
Of  youre  rede  col«ra,  pardee, 
Which  causeth  folk  to  dreden  in  here 

dremea  (109) 

Of  arwes,  and  of  fyr  with  rede  lemes,  4120 
Of  grete  bestes,  that  they  wol  hem  byte, 
Of  oontek,  and  of  whelpes  grete  and  lyte  *, 
Bight  as  the  humour  of  malenoolye 
Causeth  ful  many  a  man,  in  sleep,  to  crye, 
For  fere  of  blake  beres,  or  boles  blake,  4 12$ 
Or  elles,  blake  develes  wole  hem  take. 
Of  othere  humours  ooude  I  telle  albo. 
That  werken  many  a  man  in  sleep  ful  wo ; 
But  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  can. 
Lo  Catoun,  which  that  was   so  wys 


a  man. 


4130 


Seyde  he  nat   thus,  ne  do  no   fors  of 

dremes?  (131) 

Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  '  whan  we  flee  fro 

the  hemes, 
For  Gtoddes  love,  as  tak  som  laxatyf ; 
Up  peril  of  my  soule,  and  of  my  lyf,  4134 
I  counseille  yow  the  beste,  I  wol  nat  lye, 
That  bothe  of  colore  and  of  malencolyo 
Ye  purge  yow ;  and  for  ye  shul  nat  tarie. 
Though  in  this  toun  is  noon  apotecarie, 
I  shal  my- self  to  herbes  teohen  yow. 
That  shul  ben  for  your  hele,  and  for  your 

prow ;  4140 

And  in  our  yerd  tho  herbes  shal  I  finde. 
The  whiche  han  of  hir  propretee,  by 

kinde,  (132) 

To  purgen  yow  binethe,  and  eek  above. 
Forget  not  this,  for  goddes  owene  love ! 
Ye  been  ftil  oolerik  of  oomplecoioun.  4145 
Ware  the  Sonne  in  his  ascencioun 
Ne  fynde  yow  nat  repleet  of  humours 

bote; 
And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wel  leye  a  grote. 
That  ye  shul  have  a  fevero  teroiane, 
Or  an  agu,  that  may  be  youre  bane.    4150 
A  day  or  two  ye  shul  have  digestyves  (141) 
Of  wormes,  er  ye  take  your  laxatyves, 
Of  lauriol,  oentaure,  and  fumetere, 
Or  elles  of  ellebor,  that  groweth  there, 
Of  catapuce,  or  of  gaytres  becyis,        4 155 
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Of  erbe  yve,  growing  in  oar  yerd,  that 

mery  is; 
Pekke  hem  up  right  as  they  growe,  and 

ete  hem  in. 
Be  mery,  housbond,  for  your  fader  kin ! 
Bredeth  no  dreem;  I  can  say  yow  na- 

more.'  (149) 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  graunt  mercy  of 

your  lore.  4160 

Bat  nathelees,  as  toaohing  daan  Gatoan, 
That  hath  of  wisdom  sach  a  greet  renoan, 
Though  that  he  bad  no  dremes  for  to 

dredo, 
By  god,  men  may  in  olde  bokes  rede 
Of  many  a  man,  more  of  auotoxitee    4165 
Than  ever  Catoun  Y^as,  so  mote  I  thee. 
That  al  the  revers  seyn  of  his  sentence, 
And  han  wel  founden  by  experience, 
That  dremes  ben  significaciouns, 
As  wel  of  joye  as  tribuhicioons  4170 

That  folk  endnren  in  this  lyf  present.  (161) 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  argument ; 
The  verray  preve  sheweth  it  in  dede. 
Oon  of  the  gretteste  auctours  that  men 

rede 
Seith   thus,  that   whylom   two  felawes 

wente  4175 

On  pilgrimage,  in  a  f^l  good  entente ; 
And  happed  so,  thay  come  into  a  toun, 
Wher-as  ther  was  swich  congregacioun 
Of  peple,  and  eek  so  streit  of  herbeigage 
That  th^  ne  founde  as  muche  as  o  cotage 
In  which  they  bothe  mighte  y-logged  be. 
Wherfor  thay  mosten,  of  necessitee,  (17a) 
As  for  that  night,  dejMirten  compaignye ; 
And  ech  of  hem  goth  to  his  hostelrye, 
And  took  his  logging  as  it  wolde  falle.  4185 
That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalls, 
Fer  in  a  yerd,  with  oxen  of  the  plough ; 
That  other  man  was  logged  wel  y-nough, 
As  was  his  aventure,  or  his  fortune,   4189 
That  us  governeth  alle  as  in  commune. 

And  so  bifel,  that,  longe  er  it  were  di^. 
This  man  mette  in  his  bed,  ther-as  he  lay. 
How  that    his    felawe    gan  up-on  him 

oalle,  (183) 

And  sejrde,  '^  alias !  for  in  an  oxes  staJle 
This  night  I  shal  be  mordred  ther  I  lye. 
Now  help  me,  dere  brother,  er  I  dye ;  4196 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me,"  he  sayde. 
This  man  out  of  his  sleep  for  fere  ahrayde ; 


But  whan  that  he  was  wakned  of  his  sleep. 
He  turned  him,  and  took  of  this  no  keep ; 
Him  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  a  vanitee. 
Thus  twyes  in  his  sloping  dremed  he.  (192) 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  him  thoughte,  and  seide,  "  I  am 

now  slawe ; 
Bihold  my  blody  woundes,  depe  and  wyde ! 
Arys  up  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,         4;ro6 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,"quod  he, 
"  A  carte  ful  of  dong  ther  shaltow  see. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  ful  prively; 
Do  thilke  carte  aresten  boldely.  4210 

My  gold  caused  jxiy  mordre,   sooth    to 

sayn;"  (aoi) 

And  tolde  him  every  poynt  how  he  was 

slajm. 
With  a  ful  pitous  face,  pale  of  hewe. 
And  truste  wel,  his  dreem  he  fond  ftil 

trewe; 
For  on  the  morwe,  as  sone  as  it  was  day. 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way ;     42 16 
And  whan  that  he  cam  to  this  oxes  staUe, 
After  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

The  hostiler  answered  him  anon, 
And  seyde,  "  sire,  your  felawe  is  agon,  4220 
As  sone  as  day  he  wente  out  of  the  toun." 
This  man  gan  fallen  in  suspecioun,  (212) 
Bemembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette, 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  longer  wolde  he 

lette,  4224 

Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dong-carte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lond, 
That  was  arrayed  in  the  same  wyse 
As  ye  han  herd  the  dede  man  devyse  ; 
And  with  an  hardy  herte  he  gan  to  crye 
Yengeaunce  and  justice  of  this  felonye : — 
**  My  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  night, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lyih  gapinge  upright. 
I  crye  out  on  the  ministres,"  quod  he,  (223) 
"  That  sholden  kepe  and  reulenthis  citee ; 
Harrow!    alias!    her    lyth    my    felawe 

slayn ! "  4235 

What  sholde  I  more  un-to  this  tale  sayn  ? 
The  peple  out-sterte,  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grounde. 
And  in  the  middel  of  the  dong  they 

founde 
The  dede  man,  that  mordred  was  al  newe. 
O  blisfxil  god,  that  art  so  just  and 

trewe  I  4240 
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Lo,  how  that    thou    biwreyest    mordre 

alway !  (33O 

Mordre  wol  out,  that  see  we  day  hy  day. 
Mordre  is  so  wlatsoxn  and  abhominable 
To  god,  that  is  so  just  and  resonable, 
That  he  ne  wol  nat  sufEre  it  heled  be ;  4245 
Though  it  abyde  a  yeer,  or  two,  or  three, 
Mordre  wol  out,  this  my  oonclusioun. 
And  right  anoon,  ministres  of  that  toun 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  so  sore  him 

pyned,  (239) 

And  eek  the  hostiler  so  sore  engyned,  4250 

That  thay  biknewe  hir  wikkednesse  anoon. 

And  were  an-hanged  by  the  nekke-boon. 

Here  may  men  seen  that  dremes  been 

to  drede. 
And  oertes,  in  the  same  book  I  rede, 
Right  in  the  nexte  ohapitre  after  this, 
(I  gabbe  nat,  so  have  I  joye  or  blis,)   4256 
Two  men  that  wolde  han  passed  over  see, 
For  certeyn  cause,  in-to  a  for  oontree, 
If  that  the  wind  ne  hadde  been  contrarie, 
That  made  hem  in  a  citee  for  to  tarie,  4260 
That  stood   ful   mery  upon  an  haven- 

syde.  (251) 

But  on  a  day,  agayn  the  even-tyde, 
The  vdnd  gan  chaunge,  and  blew  right 

as  hem  leste. 
Jolif  and  glad  they  wente  un>to  hir  reste. 
And  casten  hem  fiol  erly  for  to  saille ;  4265 
But  f  to  that  00  man  fil  a  greet  mervaUle. 
That  oon  of  hem,  in  sleping  as  he  lay. 
Him  mette  a  wonder  dreem,  agayn  the 

day; 
Him  thoughte  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes 

?yde, 
And    him    comaunded,  that  he  sholde 

abyde,  4270 

And  seyde  him  thus,  "  if  thou  to-morwe 

wende,  {a6i) 

Thou  shalt  be  dreynt ;  my  tcUe  is  at  an 

ende." 
He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  what  he 

mette, 
And  preyde  him  his  viage  for  to  lette ; 
As  for  that  day,  he  preyde  him  to  abyde. 
His  felawe,  that  lay  by  his  beddes  nyde, 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  scorned  him  fal 

faste. 
"  No  dreem,"  quod  he,  "  may  so  myn  herte 

agaste, 


That  I  wol  lette  for  to  do  my  thinges. 
I  sette  not  a  straw  by  thy  dreminges,  4280 
For  swevenes  been  but  vanitees  and  japes. 
Men  dreme  al-day  of  owles  or  of  apes,  (272) 
And  eke  of  many  a  mase  therwithal ; 
Men  dreme  of  thing  that  never  was  ne 

shaL  4284 

But  sith  I  see  that  thou  wolt  heer  abyde, 
And  thus  for-sleuthen  wilfully  thy  tyde, 
Qod  wot  it  reweth  me;   and  have  good 

day." 
And  thus  he  took  his  leve,  and  wente  his 

way. 
But  er  that  he  hadde  halfe  his  oours 

y-seyled, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  ne  what  mischaunoe  it 

eyled,  4^90 

But  oasuelly  the  shippes  botme  rente,  (281) 
And  ship  and  man  under  the  water  wente 
In  sighte  of  othere  shippes  it  byside. 
That  with  hem  seyled  at  the  same  tyde. 
And  therfor,  faire  Pertelote  so  dere,  4295 
By  swiche  ensamples  olde  maistow  lere. 
That  no  man  sholde  been  to  recohelees 
Of  dremes,  for  I  sey  thee,  doutelees. 
That  many  a  dreem  ful  sore  is  for  to 

drede.  4^99 

Lo,  in  the  lyf  of  seint  Kenelm,  I  rede. 
That  was  Kenulphus  sone,  the  noble  king 
Of  Mercenrike,  how  Kenelm   mette   a 

thing ;  (292) 

A  lyte  er  he  was  mordred,  on  a  day. 
His  mordre  in  his  avisioun  he  say. 
His  norioe  him  expouned  every  del    4305 
His  sweven,  and  bad  him  for  to  kepe  him 

wel 
For  traisonn ;  but  he  nas  but  seven  yeer 

old, 
And  therfore  litel  tale  hath  he  told 
Of  any  dreem,  so  holy  was  his  herte. 
By  god,  I  hadde  lever  than  my  sherte  4310 
That  ye  had  rad  his  legende,  as  have  L 
Dame  Pertelote,  I  sey  yow  trewely,    (302) 
Maorobeus,  that  writ  th'avisiann 
In  Affrike  of  the  worthy  Cipioun, 
Affermeth  dremes,  and  seith  that  they 

been  4315 

Warning  of  thinges  that  men  after  seen. 
And  forther-more,  I  pray  yow  loketh 

wel 
In  th'olde  testament,  of  Daniel, 
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If  he  held  dremes  any  vanitee.  4319 

Reed  eek  of  Joseph,  and  ther  shnl  ye  see 
Wher  dremes  ben  somtyme  (I  sey  nat  alle) 
Warning  of  thinges  that  shnl  after  falle. 
Loke  of  Egipt  the  king,  dann  Pharao,  (313) 
His  bakere  and  his  boteler  also,  4324 

Wher  they  ne  felte  noon  effect  in  dremes. 
Who-flo  wol  seken  actes  of  sondry  remes, 
May  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thing. 
Lo  Cresns,  which  that  was  of  liyde  king, 
Mette  he  nat  that  he  sat  npon  a  tree,  4329 
Which  signified  he  sholde  anhanged  be  ? 
Lo  heer  Andromacha,  Ectores  wyf,     (331) 
That  day  that  Ector  sholde  lose  his  lyf, 
She  dremed  on  the  same  night  bifom, 
How  that  the  lyf  of  Ector  sholde  be  lorn. 
If  thilke  day  he  wente  in-to  bataille ;  4335 
She  warned    him.  bnt    it    mighte    nat 

availle ; 
He  wente  for  to  fighte  natheleea, 
Bat  he  was  slayn  anoon  of  Achillea. 
Bat  thilke  tale  is  al  to  long  to  telle,  4339 
And  eek  it  is  ny  day,  I  nuty  nat  dwelle. 
Shortly  I  seye,  as  for  oonclnsioon,      (331) 
That  I  shal  han  of  this  avisionn 
Adversitee ;  and  I  seye  forther-more. 
That  I  ne  telle  of  laxatyves  no  store. 
For  they  ben  venimoas,  I  woot  it  wel ;  4345 
I  hem  defye,  I  love  hem  never  a  del. 
Now  let  OS  speke  of  mirthe,  and  stinte 

al  this; 
Madame  Pertelote,  so  have  I  blis, 
Of  o  thing  god  hath  sent  me  large  grace ; 
For  whan  I  see  the  beautee  of  yoar  face. 
Ye  ben  so  scarlet-reed  aboat  yoar  y6n. 
It  maketh  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen ;  (343) 
For,  also  siker  as  In  prindpiOj 
MvUer  est  hominis  eonfiuio  ;  4354 

Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  Latin  is — 
Womman  is  nmnnee  joye  and  al  his  blis. 
For  whan  I  fele  a-night  your  softe  syde, 
Al-be-it  that  I  may  nat  on  yoa  ryde, 
For  that  our  perohe  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alas! 
I  am  BO  ftil  of  jojre  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  defye  bothe  sweven  and  dreem.' 
And  with  that  word  he  iley  donn  fro  the 

beem,  (35a) 

For  it  was  day,  and  eek  his  hennes  alle ; 
And  with  a  ohnk  he  gan  hem  for  to  caJile, 
For  he  had  foande  a  com,  lay  in  the  yerd. 


Royal  he  was,  he  was  namore  aferd ;  4366 
He  fethered  Pertelote  twenty  tyme. 
And  trad  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  pryme. 
He  loketh  as  it  were  a  grim  leoan ;    4369 
And  on  his  toos  he  rometh  np  and  doon. 
Him  deyned  not  to   sette    his   foot  to 

groande.  (361) 

He    chokketh,  whan    he    hath  a    com 

y-foande. 
And  to  him  rennen  thanne  his  wyves 

alle. 
Thas  royal,  as  a  prince  is  in  his  haUe, 
Leve  I  this  Ghanntecleer  in  his  pasture ; 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  aventure.      4376 
Whan  that  the  month  in  which  the 

world  bigan. 
That  highte  March,  whan  god  first  maked 

man, 
Was  oomplet,  uid  [y}-pa8sed  were  also. 
Sin  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  that  Chauntedeer,  in  al  his  pryde, 
His  seven  wyves  walking  \fy  his  syde,  (372) 
Caste  up  his  eyen  to  the  brighte  Sonne, 
That   in    the   eigne    of   Taurus    hadde 

y-ronne 
Twenty  degpnees  and  oon,  and  somwhat 

more ;  4385 

And  knew  by  kynde,  and  by  noon  other 

lore. 
That  it  was  pryme,  and  crew  with  blisful 

stevene. 
*  The  Sonne,'  he  sayde,  ^  is  clomben  up  on 

hevene 
Fourty  degrees  and  oon,  and  more,  y-wis. 
Madame  Pertelote,  my  worldes  blis,  4390 
Herkneth  thise  blisful  briddes  how  they 

singe,  (381) 

And  see  the  fresshe  floures   how  they 

springe ; 
Ful  is  myn  herte  of  revel  and  solas.' 
But  sodeinly  him  fil  a  sorweful  cas ; 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joye  is  wo.  4395 
God  woot  that  worldly  joye  is  sone  ago ; 
And  if  a  rethor  coude  &ire  endyte, 
He  in  a  cronique  saufly  mighte  it  wryte. 
As  for  a  sovereyn  notabilitee.  4399 

Now  eveiy  wys  man,  lat  him  herkne  me; 
This  storie  is  al-so  trewe,  I  undertake,  (391) 
As  is  the  book  of  Lanncelot  de  Lake, 
That  wommen  holde  in  ful  gret  reverence. 
Now  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sentence. 
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A  col-foZf  ful  of  sly  iniqmtee,  4405 

That  in  the  grove  hadde  woned  yeres 

three, 
By  heigh  imaginaciotm  fom-cast, 
The  same  night  thorgh-out  the  hegges 

brast 
Into  the  yerd,  ther  Channtecleer  jthe  fiure 
Was  wont,  and  eek  his  wyves,  to  repaire; 
And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  stille  he  lay,  (401) 
Til  it  was  passed  nndem  of  the  day, 
Wayting  his  tyme  on  Channtecleer  to 

falle, 
As  gladly  doon  thise  homioydes  alle, 
That  in  awayt  liggen  to  mordre  men.  4415 
O  false  mordrer,  larking  in  thy  den ! 
O  newe  Soariot,  newe  Genilon ! 
False  dissimilonr,  O  Qreek  Sinon, 
That  broghtest  Troye  al  ontrely  to  sorwe  I 

0  Channtecleer,  aonzsed  be  that  morwe, 
That  thou  into  that  yerd  flongh  fro  the 

hemes!  (411)  4421 

Thoa   were    ful   wel   y-wamed   by  thy 

dremes, 
That  thUke  day  was  perilous  to  thee. 
But  what  that  god  forwoot  mot  nedes  be, 
After  the  opinionn  of  certeyn  olerkis.  4425 
Witnesse  on  him,  that  any  perfit  derk  is, 
That  in  scole  is  gret  altercacioon 
In  this  matere,  and  greet  disputisonn, 
And  hath  ben  of  an  hundred  thousand 

men. 
But  I  ne  can  not  bulto  it  to  the  bren,  4430 
As  can  the  holy  dootour  Augustyn,    (431) 
Or  Bo6ce,  or  the  bishop  Bradwardyn, 
Whether  that  goddes  worthy  forwiting 
Streyneth  me  nedely  for  to  doon  a  thing, 
(Nedely  dope  I  simple  neoessitee) ;      4435 
Or  elles,  if  free  choys  be  graunted  me 
To  do  that  same  thing,  or  do  it  noght. 
Though  god  forwoot  it,  er  that  it  was 

wroght; 
Or  if  his  witing  streyneth  nevere  a  del 
But  by  necessitee  oondicioneL  4440 

1  wol  not  han  to  do  of  swioh  matere ;  (431) 
My  tale  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  here, 
That  took  his  counseil  of  his  wyf,  with 

sorwe. 
To  walken  in  the  yerd  upon  that  morwe 
That  he  had  met  the  dreem,  that  I  yow 

tolde.  4445 

Wommennes  counseils  been  toX  ofte  oolde ; 


Wommannes  counseil  broghte  us  first  to 

wo, 
And  made  Adam  fro  paradys  to  go, 
Ther-as  he  was  ful  mery,  and  wel  at  es^ — 
But   for    I    noot,    to  whom   it  mighte 

displese,  4450 

If  I  counseil  of  wommen  wolde  blame,  (44 1) 
Basse  over,  for  I  seyde  it  in  my  game. 
Rede  auotours,  wher  they  trete  of  swich 

matere, 
And  what  thay  seyn  of  wommen  ye  may 

hera 
Thise  been  the  cokkes  wordes,  and  nat 

xnyne ;  4455 

I  can  noon  harm  of  nowomman  divyne. — 
Eaire  in  the  sond,  to  bathe  hir  merily, 
Lyth  Pertelote,  and  alle  hir  sustres  by, 
Agayn  the  sonne;  and  Channtecleer  so 

free 
Songmerier  than  the  mermayde  in  the 

see;  4460 

For  Phisiologus  seith  sikerly,  (451) 

How  that  they  singen  wel  and  merily. 
And  so  bifel  that,  as  he  caste  his  y6, 
Among  the  wortes,  on  a  boterflye,       4464 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  i\il  lowe. 
No-thing  ne  liste  him  thanne  for  to  orowe, 
But  oryde  anon,  *cok,  cok,'  and  up  he 

sterte. 
As  man  that  was  affrayed  in  his  herte. 
For  naturelly  a  beest  desyreth  flee 
Fro  his  contrarie,  if  he  may  it  see,      4470 
Though  he  never  erst  had  seyn  it  with 

his  y6.  (461) 

This  Channtecleer,  whan  he  gan  him 

espye. 
He  wolde  han  fled,  but  that  the  fox  anon 
Seyde,  'Oentil  aire,  alias!  wher  wol  ye 

gon? 
Be   ye   a£frayed  of  me  that   am   your 

freend?  4475 

Now  oertes,  I  were  worse  than  a  feend, 
If  I  to  yow  wolde  harm  or  vileinye. 
I  am  nat  come  your  counseil  for  t'espye ; 
But  trewely,  the  cause  of  my  comings 
Was  only  for  to  herkne  how  that  ye 

singe.  (470)  4480 

For  trewely  ye  have  as  mery  a  stevene 
As  eny  aungel  hath,  that  is  in  hevene ; 
Therwith  ye  han  in  musik  more  felinge 
Than  hadde  BoSce,  or  any  that  can  singe. 


T.  15301-15378.]    B.    Z^i  Qflonne  {ptueiuf  Zatt* 


549 


Hy  lord  your  flEider  (god  his  soTde  blesse !) 
And  eek  your  xnoder,  of  hir  gentilesse, 
Han  in  myn  hons  y-been,  to  my  grei  ese ; 
And  certes,  aire,  tal  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.  4488 

But  for  men  speke  of  unging,  I  wol  saye, 
80  mote  I  broake  wel  myn  eyen  tweye, 
Save  yow,  I  herde  never  man  so  singe, 
As  dide  your  fader  in  the  morweninge ; 
Certes,  it  was  of  herte,  al  that  he  song. 
And  for  to  make  his  Toys  the  more  strong, 
He  wolde  so  peyne  him,  that  with  bothe 

his  yen  4495 

He  moste  winke,  so  loude  he  wolde  ciyen. 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  ther-with-al, 
And  streoohe  forth  his  nekke  long  and 

smaL 
And  eek  he  was  of  swich  disorecionn, 
That  ther  nas  no  man  in  no  regioon  4500 
That  him  in  song    or  wisdom    mighte 

passe.  (491) 

I  have  wel  rad  in  daon  Bomel  the  Asse, 
Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  cok, 
For  that  a  preestes  sone  yaf  him  a  knok 
Upon  his  leg,  whyl  he  was  yong  and 

nyce,  4505 

He  made  him  for  to  lese  his  benefyce. 
But  oerteyn,  ther  nis  no  comparisonn 
Bitwix  the  wisdom  and  discxeoioon 
Of  youre  fader,  and  of  his  sabtiltee.  (499) 
Now  singeth,  sire,  for  seinte  Charitee,  4510 
Let  see,  conne  ye  your  fader  countrefete?' 
This  Chauntedeer  his  winges  gan  to  bete, 
As  man  that  coude  his  tresoun  nat  espye. 
So  was  he  raviashed  with  his  flaterye. 

Alias  I  ye  lordes,  many  a  fals  flatonr 
Is  in  your  courtes,  and  many  a  losengeour, 
That  plesen  yow  wel  more,  by  my  feith. 
Than  he  that  soothfastnesse  unto  yow 

seith. 
Bedeth  Ecclesiaste  of  flaterye  ; 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  trecherye.  4520 
This  Chauntedeer  stood  hye  up-on  his 

toos,  (511) 

Strecching  his  nekke,  and  heeld  his  eyen 

doos, 
And  gan  to  crowe  loude  for  the  nones ; 
And  daun  Bussel  the  fox  sterte  up  at 

ones,  4534 

And  by  the  gargat  hente  Chauntedeer, 
And  on  his  bak  toward  the  wode  him  beer. 


For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him 

sewed. 
O  destinee,  that  mayst  nat  been  esdiewed ! 
Alias,  that  Chauntedeer  fleigh  firo  the 

hemes !  4529 

Alias,  his  wyf  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremes  ! 
And  on  a  Friday  fil  al  this  mesdiaunce.  (5a  i ) 
O  Venus,  that  art  goddease  of  plesaxmce, 
Sin  that  thy  servant  was  this  Chaunte- 
deer, 
And  in  thy  service  dide  al  his  poweer. 
More  for  delyt,  than  world  to  mnltiplye, 
Why  woldestow  suffre  him  on  thy  day  to 

dye?  4536 

O  Gaufred,  dere  mayster  soverayn. 
That,  whan  thy  worthy  king  Richard 

was  slayn 
With  shot,  oompleynedest  his  deth  so 

sore. 
Why  ne  hadde  I  now  thy  sentence  and 

thy  lore,  4540 

The  Friday  for  to  chyde,  as  diden  ye?  (531) 
(For  on  a  Friday  soothly  slayn  was  he.) 
Than  wolde  I  shewe  yow  how  that  I  coude 

pleyne 
For  Chauntederes    drede,  and    for  his 

Tpeyne. 
Certes,  swich  cry  ne  lamentadoun  4545 
Was  neyer  of  ladies  maad,  whan  Ilioun 
Was  wonne,  and  Firms  with  his  streite 

swerd, 
Whan  he  hadde  hent  king  Priam  by  the 

herd, 
And  slayn  him  (as  saith  us  Enevdo$\ 
As  maden  alle  the  hennes  in  the  clos,  4550 
Whan  they  had  se3nEi  of  Chauntedeer  the 

sighte.  (541) 

But  sovereynly  dame  Pertdote  shrighte, 
Ful  louder  than  dide  Hasdmbales  wyf, 
Whan  that  hir  housbond  hadde  lost  his  lyf. 
And   that    the  Bomayns   hadde   brend 

Cartage;  4555 

She  was  so  iul  of  torment  and  of  rage, 
That  wilAilly  into  the  fyv  she  sterte. 
And  brende  hir-sdven  with  a  stedfast 

herte. 
0  woftil  hennes,  right  so  cryden  ye. 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  citee  4560 
Of  Bome,  cryden  senatoures  wyves,    (551) 
For  that  hir  housbondes  losten  alle  hir 

lyves; 
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Withonten  gilt  this  Nero  hath  hem  slayn. 
Now  wol  I  tome  to  my  tale  agayn : — 
This  sely  widwe,  and  eek  hir  doghtres 

two,  4565 

Herden  thise  hennes  ciye  and  maken  wo, 
And  out  at  dores  sterten  they  anoon, 
And  syen  the  fox  toward  the  grove  goon, 
And  bar  upon  his  bak  the  ook  away ; 
And  ciyden,  '  Oat !  harrow !  and  weyla- 

way !  4570 

Ha,  ha,  the  fox!'  and  after  him  they 

ran,  (561) 

And  eek  with  staves  many  another  man ; 
Ban  Colle  onr  dogge,  and  Talbot,  and 

Garland, 
And  Malkin,  with  a  distaf  in  hir  hand ; 
Ban  cow  and  calf,  and  eek  the  verray 

hogges  4575 

So  were  they  fered  for  berking  of  the 

dogges 
And  shonting  of  the  men  and  wimmen 

eke, 
They  ronne  so,  hem  thonghto  hir  herte 

breka 
They  yelleden  as  feendes  doon  in  helle  ; 
The  dokes  ciyden  as  men  wolde  hem 

quelle ;  (57O  4580 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  over  the  trees ; 
Out  of  the  hyve  cam  the  swarm  of  bees ; 
So  hidous  was  the  noyse,  a !  betiedicUe  ! 
Certes,  he  Jakke  Straw,  and  his  meynee. 
No  made  never  shoutes  half  so  shrille,  4585 
Whan  that  they  wolden  any  Fleming 

kiUe, 
As  thilke  day  was  maad  upon  the  fox. 
Of  bras  thay  broghten  hemes,  and  of  box, 
Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whiche  they  blowe 

and  pouped, 
And  therwithal  thay  shryked  and  they 

houped ;  4590 

It  semed  as  that  heven  sholde  falle.   (581) 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  herkneth  alle ! 

Lo,  how  fortune  tumeth  sodeinly 
The  hope  and  piydo  eek  of  hir  enemy ! 
This  cok,  that  lay  upon  the  foxes  bak,  4595 
In  al  his  drede,  un-to  the  fox  he  spak, 
And  seyde,  *  sire,  if  that  I  were  as  ye. 
Yet  sholde  I  scyn  (as  wis  god  holpo  me), 
Turnoth  agayn,  yo  proude  cherles  aile ! 


A  verray  pestilence  up<on  yow  falle !  4600 
Now  am  I  oome  un-to  this  wodes  syde, 
Maugree  your  heed,  the  cok  shal  heer 

abyde ;  (59a) 

I  wol  him  ete  in  feith,  and  that  anon.' — 
The  fox  answerde,  *in  feith,  it  shal  be 

don,' — 
And  as  he  spak  that  word,  al  sodeinly  4605 
This  ook  brak  from  his  mouth  deliverly, 
And  heighe  up-on  a  tree  he  fleigh  anon. 
And  whan  the  fox  saugh  that  he  was 

y-gon, 
*■  Alias ! '  quod  he, '  O  Ghaunteoleer,  alias ! 
I  have  to  yow,*  quod  he,  '  y-doon  trespas, 
In-as-muche  as  I  maked  3row  aferd,    (6oi) 
Whan  I  3row  hente,  and  broghte  out  of 

the  yerd ; 
But,  sire,  I  dide  it  in  no  wikke  entente  ; 
Com  doun,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  what 

I  mente. 
I  shal  seye  sooth  to  yow,  god  help  me  so.' 
'  Nay  than,'  quod  he,  *  I  shrewe  us  bothe 

two,  4616 

And  first  I  shrewe  my-self,  bothe  blood 

and  bones. 
If  thou  bigyle  me  ofber  than  ones. 
Thou  shalt  na-more,  thuzgh  thy  fiaterye, 
Do  me  to  singe  and  winke  with  myn  y& 
For  he  that  winketh,  whan  he  sholde  see, 
Al  wilftdly,  god  lat  him  never  thee !'  (6ia) 
*  Nay,'  quod  the  fox,  *  but  god  yeve  him 

mesohaunce, 
That  is  so  undiscreet  of  govemaunce, 
That  jangleth  whan  he  sholde  holde  his 

pees.'  4625 

Lo,  swich  it  is  for  to  be  recohelees. 
And  nedigent,  and  truste  on  flateiye. 
But  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folye, 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, 
Taketh  the  moralitee,  good  men.         4630 
For  seint  Paul  seith,  that  al  that  writen 

is,  (6a  I ) 

To  our  doctrjme  it  is  y-write,  y-wia. 
Taketh  the  fruyt,  and  lat  the  chaf  bo 

stille. 
Now,  gode  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
As  seiUi  my  lord,  so  make  us  alle  good 

men ;  4635 

And  bringe  us  to  his  heighe  blisse.   Amen. 


Here  is  ended  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale. 
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EPILOGUE  TO  THE   NONNE 
PREESTES  TALE. 


*  Sir  Nonnes  Preeet,*  our  hoste  seyde  anoon, 

*  T-blessed  be  thy  breche,  and  every  stoon ! 
This  was  a  meiy  tale  of  Cbauntecleer. 
Bat,  by  my  tronthe,  if  thou  were  secoler, 
Thon  woldest  been  atrede-fonla-right.  4641 
For,  if  thou  have  oorage  as  thou  hast 

might, 
Thee  were  nede  of  hennes,  as  I  wene, 
Ta,  mo  than  seven  tymes  seventene. 


See,   whiche  brannes   hath  this   gentil 
Preesti  4645 

So  £preet  a  nekke,  and  swich  a  large  breest ! 
He  loketh  aa a  sperhank  with  his  ySn  ;  (i i) 
Him  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyen 
With  brasil,  ne  with  greyn  of  Portingale. 
Now  sire,  faire  falle  yow  for  yonre  tale ! ' 
And  after  that  he,  with  fnl  mery  chere, 
Seide  to  another,  as  ye  shullen  here.  465;! 
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GROUP  C. 


THE   PHISICIENS  TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Phialciene  Tale. 


TiiEB  was,  as  telleth  Titos  Livius, 
A  knight  that  called  was  Yirginius, 
Fulfild  of  honour  uid  of  worthinesse, 
And  strong   of  freendes  and  of  greet 

riohesse.  [T.  11958 

This  knight  a  doghter  hadde  by  his  wyf, 
No  children  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lyf.    6 
Fair  was  this  mayde  in  excellent  beantee 
Aboven  every  wight  that  man  may  see ; 
For  nature  hath  with  sovereyn  diligence 
T-formed  hir  in  so  greet  excellence,      10 
As  though  she  wolde  seyn, '  lo !  I,  Nature, 
Thus  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creature, 
Whan  that  me  list ;  who  can  me  countre- 

fete? 
Pigmalion  noght,  though  he  ay  forge  and 

bete, 


Or  grave,  or  peynte  ;  for  I  dar  wel  seyn,  15 
Apelles,  Zanris,  sholde  werche  in  veyn, 
Outher  to  grave  or  peynte  or  forge  or  bete, 
If  they  presumed  me  to  countrefete. 
For  he  that  is  the  former  principal 
Hath  maked  me  his  vicaire  general,      90 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creaturis 
Bight  as  me  list,  and  ech  thing  in  my 

cure  is 
Under  the  mone,  that  may  wane  and  waxe, 
And  for  my  werk  right  no-thing  wol  I  axe ; 
Hy  lord  and  I  ben  fal  of  oon  accord ;     25 
I  made  hir  to  the  worship  of  my  lord. 
So  do  I  alle  myne  othere  creatures, 
What   colour  that  they   han,  or  what 

figures.'— 
Thus  semeth  me  that  Nature  wolde  scye. 
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This  mayde  of  age  twelf  yeer  was  and 

tweye,  3° 

In  which  that  Nature  hadde  gwich  delyt. 
For  right  as  she  can  peynte  a  lilie  whyt 
And  reed  a  rose,  right  vdth  swich  peynture 
8he  peynted  hath  this  noble  creature 
Er  she  were  bom,  np-on  hir  limes  free,  35 
Whersas  by  right  swiche  colonrs  sholde  be ; 
And  Phebns  dyed  hath  hir  tresses  grete 
Lyk  to  the  stremes  of  his  burned  hete. 
And  if  that  excellent  was  hir  beautee, 
A  thousand-fold  more  vertuous  was  she.  40 
In  hir  ne  lakked  no  condicioun, 
That  is  to  preyse,  as  by  discrecioun. 
As  wel  in  goost  as  body  chast  was  she; 
For  which  she  floured  in  viiginitee 
With  alle  humilitee  and  abstinence,      45 
With  alle  attemperaunce  and  paoienoe, 
With  mesure  eek  of  bering  and  array. 
Discreet  she  was  in  answering  alway ; 
Though  she  were  wjrs  as  Pallas,  dar  I  seyn, 
Hir  facound  eek  ful  wommanly  and  pleyn, 
Ko  countrefeted  termes  hadde  she  51 

To  seme  wys ;  but  after  hir  degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hir  wordes  more  and 

lesse 
Souninge  in  vertu  and  in  gentillesse. 
Shamfast  she  was  in  maydens  shamiast- 

nesse,  55 

Constant  in  herte,  and  ever  in  bisinesse 
To  dryve  hir  out  of  ydel  slogardye. 
Bacus   hadde    of  hir    mouth    right   no 

maistrye ; 
For  wyn  and  youthe  doon  Venus  encrece, 
As  men  in  fyr  wol  casten  oile  or  grece.  60 
And  of  hir  owene  vertu,  unconstreyned, 
She  hath  ful  ofbe  tyme  syk  hir  feyned. 
For  that  she  wolde  fleen  the  oompanye 
Wher  lykly  was  to  treten  of  folye, 
As  is  at  festes,  revels,  and  at  daunces.   65 
That  been  occasions  of  daliaunces 
Swich  things  maken  children  for  to  be 
To  Bone  rype  and  bold,  as  men  may  see. 
Which  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  ben  yore. 
For  aX  to  sone  may  she  leme  lore  70 

Of  boldnesse,  whan  she  woxen  is  a  wyf . 

And  ye  maistresses  in  your  olde  lyf. 
That  lordes  doghtres  han  in  govemaunce, 
Ne  taketh  of  my  wordes  no  displesaunce ; 
'fhenketh  that  ye  ben  set  in  goveminges  75 
Of  lordes  doghtres,  only  for  two  thinges ; 


Outher  for  ye  han  kept  your  honestee. 
Or  elles  ye  han  falle  in  freletee, 
And  knowen  wel  y-nough  the  olde  daunoe, 
And  han  forsaken  fully  swich  meschaunce 
For  evermo ;  therfore,  for  Cristes  sake,  81 
To  teche  hem  vertu  loke  that  ye  ne  slake. 
A  theef  of  venisoun,  that  hath  forlaft 
His  likerousnesse,  and  al  his  olde  craft. 
Can  kepe  a  forest  best  of  any  man.         85 
Now  kepeth  hem  wel,  for  if  ye  wol,  ye  can ; 
Loke  wel  that  ye  un-to  no  vice  assente, 
Lest  ye  be  dampned  for  your  wikke  en- 
tente ; 
For  who-so  doth,  a  traitour  is  oerteyn. 
And  taketh  kepe  of  that   that   I  shal 
seyn ;  90 

Of  alle  tresons  soverejm  pestilence 
Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 

Ye  fadres  and  ye  modres  eek  also, 
Though  ye  han  children,  be  it  oon  or  two. 
Your  is  the  charge  of  al  hir  surveyaunce,  95 
Whyl  that  they  been  under  your  govem- 
aunce. 
Beth  war  that  by  ensample  of  your  livinge, 
Or  by  your  necligence  in  chastisinge, 
That  they  ne  perisse ;  for  I  dar  wel  seye, 
If  that  they  doon,  ye  shul  it  dere  abeye.  100 
Under  a  shepherde  sofbe  and  nedigent 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  sheep  and  lamb 

to-rent. 
Suffyseth  oon  ensample  now  as  here, 
For  I  mot  tume  agayn  to  my  matere. 
This  majrde,  of  which  I  wol  this  tale 
expresse,  105 

So  kepte  hir-self,  hir  neded  no  maistresse ; 
For  in  hir  living  maydens  mighten  rede, 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  or  dede, 
That  longeth  to  a  mayden  vertuous; 
She  was  so  prudent  and  so  bountevous.  1 10 
For  which  the  fame  out-sprong  on  every 

syde 
Bothe  of  hir  beautee  and  hir  bountee  w^de ; 
That  thurgh  that  land  they  preysed  hir 

echone, 
That  loved  vertu,  save  envye  allone, 
That  sory  is  of  other  mennes  wele,         115 
And  glad  is  of  his  sorwe  and  his  unhele ; 
(The  doctour  maketh  this  descripcioun). 
This  mayde  ui>-on  a  day  wente  in  the  toun 
Toward  a  temple,  with  hir  moder  dere, 
As  is  of  yonge  maydens  the  munere.     120 
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Now  was  ther  thanne  a  jnstice  in  that 

tonn, 
That  govemour  was  of  that  regioTm. 
And  00  bifel,  this  jnge  his  eyen  caste 
Up-on  this  mayde,  avjsinge  him  fnl  faste, 
As  she  cam  forl^  ther  this  jnge  stood.  135 
Anon  his  herte  channged  and  his  mood. 
So  was  he  canght  with  beantee  of  this 

xnayde; 
And  to  him<«elf  fnl  prively  he  sayde, 
'  This  mayde  shal  be  myn,  for  any  man.' 
Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran,  130 
And  tanghte  him  sodeynly,  that  he  by 

slighte 
The  mayden  to  his  pnrpos  winne  mighte. 
For  certes,  by  no  force,  ne  by  no  mede, 
Him  thonghte,  he  was  nat  able  for  to  spede ; 
For  she  was  strong  of  freendes,  and  eek  she 
Conformed  was  in  swich  soven^yn  bonntee, 
That  wel  he  wiste  he  mighte  hir  never 

winne  137 

As  for  to  make  hir  with  hir  body  sinne. 
For  which,  by  greet  deUberacionn, 
He  sente  after  a  cherl,  was  in  the  tonn,  140 
Which  that  he  knew  for  subtil  and  for 

bold. 
This  jnge  nn-to  this  cherl  his  tale  hath  told 
In  secree  wyse,  and  made  him  to  ensure, 
He  sholde  telle  it  to  no  creature, 
And  if  he  dide,  he  sholde  lese  his  heed.  145 
Whan  that  assented  was  this  onrsed  reed. 
Glad  was  this  jnge  and  maked  him  greet 

chore, 
And  yaf  him  yiftes  precionse  and  dere. 
Whan  shapen  was  al  hir  conspiracye 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  that  his  lecherye 
Parfonmed  sholde  been  ftil  subtilly,     151 
As  ye  shul  here  it  after  openly, 
Hoom  gooth  the  cherl,  that  highte  Clan- 
dins. 
This  false  jo^  that  highte  Apins, 
So  was  his  name,  (for  this  is  no  fable,  155 
But  knowen  for  historial  thing  notable, 
The  sentence  of  it  sooth  is,  ont  of  donte). 
This  false  jnge  gooth  now  fi^te  abonte 
To  hasten  his  delyt  al  that  he  may. 
And  so  bifel  sone  after,  on  a  day,  160 

This  false  jnge,  as  telleth  ns  the  storie. 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  consistorie. 
And  yaf  his  domes  np-on  sondry  cas. 
This  false  cherl  cam  forth  a  fnl  greet  pas, 


And  seyde,  *  lord,  if  that  it  be  yonr  wille,  165 
As  dooth  me  right  np-on  this  pitons  bille, 
In  which  I  pleyne  np-on  Yirginins. 
And  if  that  he  wol  seyn  it  is  nat  thns, 
I  wol  it  preve,  and  finde  good  witnesse. 
That  sooth  is  that  my  bille  wol  expresse.* 
The  jnge  answerde,   *of  this,  in  his 

absence,  171 

I  nu^  nat  yeve  dii&nitif  sentence. 
Lat  do  him  caUe,  and  I  wol  gladly  here ; 
Thou  shalt  have  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

here.*  174 

Yirginins  cam,  to  wite  the  jnges  wille, 
And  right  anon  was  rad  this  cursed  bille ; 
The  sentence  of  it  was  as  ye  shul  here. 
*  To  yow,  my  lord,  sire  Apius  so  dere, 
Sheweth  your  povre  servant  Claudius, 
How  that  ft  knight,  called  Yirginins,    180 
Agayns  the  lawe,  agajm  al  equitee, 
Holdeth,  expres  agayn  the  wil  of  me, 
Hy  servant,  which  that  is  my  thral  by 

right. 
Which   fro  myn  hous  was  stole  up-on 

a  night, 
Whyl  that  she  was  fnl  yong ;  this  wol 

I  prove  185 

By  witnesse,  lord,  so  that  it  nat  yavr  greve. 
She  nis  his  doghter  nat,  what  so  he  seye ; 
Wherfore  to  yow,  my  lord  the  jnge,  I  preye, 
Yeld  me  my  thral,  if  that  it  be  your  wille.' 
Lo !  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  bille. 
Yirginins  gan  up-on  the  cherl  biholde. 
But  hastily,  er  he  his  tale  tolde,  193 

And  wolde  have  proved  it,  as   sholde 

a  knight, 
And  eek  by  witnessing  of  many  a  wight, 
That  it  was  fals  that  seyde  his  adversarie, 
This  cursed  jnge  woldo  no-thing  tarie,  196 
Ne  here  a  word  more  of  Yirginins, 
But  yaf  his  jugement,  and  seyde  thus : — 
'  I  deme  anon  this  cherl  his  servant  have ; 
Thou  shalt  no  longer  in  thyn  hous  hir 

save.  200 

Go  bring  hir  forth,  and  put  hir  in  our 

warde. 
The  cherl  shal  have  his  thral,   this  I 

awarde.' 
And  whan  this  worthy  knight  Yirginins, 
Thurgh  sentence  of  this  justice  Apius, 
Moste  by  force  his  dere  doghter  yiven  205 
Un-to  the  juge,  in  lecheiye  to  liven. 
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He  gooth  him  hoom,  and  sette  liim  in  his 

halle, 
And  leet  anon  his  dere  dog^hter  oalle, 
Andf  with  a  face  deed  as  osshen  oolde, 
Upon  hir  humble  face  he  gan  biholde,  aio 
Withfadrespiteestikingthnrgh  his  herte, 
Al  wolde  he  from  his  purpoe  nat  oonverte. 
'  Doghter,'  quod  he,  *  Virginia,  by  thy 

name, 
Ther  been  two  weyes,  outher  deeth  or 

shame, 
That  thoa  most  snffre  ;  alias  !  that  I  was 

bore !  215 

For  never  thon  deservedest  wherfore 
To  dyen  with  a  swerd  or  with  a  knyf. 
O  dere  doghter,  ender  of  my  lyf, 
Which  I  have  fostred    np  with   swioh 

plesannce, 
That  thou  were  never  out  of  lay  remem- 

braunce !  320 

O  doghter,  which  that  art  my  laste  wo. 
And  in  my  lyf  my  laste  joye  also, 
O  gemme  of  chastitee,  in  pacience 
Take  thon  thy  deeth,  for  this  is  my  sen- 
tence. 
For  love  and  nat  for  hate,  thon  most  be 

deed ;  225 

My  pitous  hand  mot  smyten  of  thyn  heed. 
Alias  !  that  ever  Apios  thee  say ! 
Thus  hath  he  falsly  joged  thee  to-day ' — 
And  tolde  hir  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore  229 
Han  herd ;  nat  nedeth  for  to  telle  it  more. 
'  O  mercy,  dere  fiuler,'  quod  thismayde. 
And  with  that  word  she  both  hir  armes 

layde 
About  his  nekke,  as  she  was  wont  to  do  : 
The  teres  broete  out  of  hir  eyen  two. 
And  seyde,  *  gode  fader,  shal  I  dye  ?     235 
Is  ther  no  g^race  ?  is  ther  no  remedye  ? ' 
'  No,  certes,  dere  doghter  mjoi,'  quod  he. 
'Thanne  yif  me  leyser,  fader  myn,*  quod 

she, 
'  My  deeth  for  to  compleyne  a  litel  space ; 
For  pardee,  Jepteyaf  his  doghter  grace  240 
For  to  compleyne,  er  he  hir  slow,  alias ! 
And  god  it  woot,  no-thing  was  hir  trespos, 
But  for  she  ran  hir  fader  first  to  see. 
To  welcome  him  with  greet  solempnitee.* 
And  with  that  word  she  fil  aswowne  anon, 
And  after,  whan  hir  swowning  is  agon,  246 

Here  endeth  the 


She  ryseth  up,  and  to  hir  fader  sayde, 
'  Blessed  be  god,  that  I  shal  dye  a  mayde. 
Yif  me  my  deeth,  er  that  I  have  a  shame ; 
Doth  with  your  child  your  wil,  a  goddee 

name ! '  350 

And  with  that  word  she  preyed  him  fal 

ofte, 
That  with  his  swerd  he  wolde  smyte  sofbe, 
And  with  that  word  aswowne  doun  she  fil. 
Hir  fader,  with  ful  sorweful  herte  and  wil, 
Hir  heed  of  smoot,  and  by  the  top  it 

hente,  255 

And  to  the  juge  he  gan  it  to  presente, 
As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consistorie. 
And  whan  the  juge  it  saugh,  as  seith  the 

storie. 
He  bad  to  take  him  and  anhange  him 

faste.  259 

But  right  anon  a  thousand  peple  in  thraste, 
To  save  the  knig:ht,  for  ronthe  and  for 

pitee, 
For  knowen  was  the  false  iniquitee. 
The  peple  anon  hath  suspect  of  this  thing, 
By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalanging, 
That  it  was  by  th 'assent  of  Apius  ;        a^ 
They  wisten  wel  that  he  was  lecherous. 
For  which  un-to  this  Apius  they  gon, 
And  caste  him  in  a  prison  right  anon, 
Wher-as  he  slow  himnaelf ;  and  Claudius, 
That  servant  was  un-to  this  Apius,       270 
Was  demed  for  to  hange  upon  a  tree ; 
But  that  Virginius,  of  his  pitee. 
So  preyde  for  him  that  he  was  exyled ; 
And  elles,  certes,  he  had  been  bigyled. 
The  remenant  were  anhanged,  more  and 

lease,  275 

That  were  oonsentant  of  this    cursed- 

nesse. — 
Heer  men  may  seen  how  sinne  hath  his 

meryte ! 
Beth  war,  for  no  man  woot  whom  god 

wol  smyte 
In  no  d^^ree,  ne  in  which  maner  wyse 
The  worm  of  conscience  may  agryse    280 
Of  wikked  lyf,  though  it  so  privee  be, 
That  no  man  woot  ther-of  but  god  and  he. 
For  be  he  lewed  man,  or  elles  lered, 
He  noot  how  sone  that  he  shal  been  afered. 
Therfore  I  rede  yow  this  conseil  take,  285 
Forsaketh  sinne,  er  sinne  yow  forsake. 

Pbisieieiie  Tale. 
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WORDS   OF  THE   HOST, 


The  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Phlsiclen  and  the  Pardoner. 


Our    Hoste    gan  to  swere  as    he  were 

wood, 
'  Harrow  ! '  quod  he,  *  l)y  nayles  and  by 

blood! 
This  was  a  fala  oherl  and  a  fistls  jnstTse ! 
As  shamftd  deeth  as  herte  may  devyse  ago 
Gome  to  thise  joges  and  hir  advocats  ! 
Algate  this  sely  mayde  is  slayn,  alias  t 
Alias !  to  dere  boghte  she  beantee  ! 
Wherfore  I  seye  al  day,  as  men  may  see, 
That  yiftes  of  fortune  or  of  nature       295 
Ben  cause  of  deeth  to  many  a  creatnre.  (10) 
Hir  beantee  was  hir  deeth,  I  dar  wel  sayn ; 
Alias !  so  pitonsly  as  she  was  slayn ! 
Of  bothe  yiftes  that  I  speke  of  now 
Men  han  fol  ofte  more  harm  than  prow. 
Bat  trewely,  myn  owene  mayster  dere,  301 
This  is  a  pitons  tale  for  to  here. 
But  natheles,  passe  over,  is  no  fors ; 
I  prey  to  g^,  so  save  thy  gentil  cors,  304 
And  eek  thyne  nrlnals  and  thy  jordanes, 
Thyn  Ypocras,  and  eek  thy  Gktlianes,  (ao) 
And  eveiy  boist  fol  of  thy  letnarie ; 
God  blesse   hem,  and    our  lady  seinte 

Marie ! 
So  mot  I  theen,  thou  art  a  propre  man, 
And  lyk  a  prelat,  by  seint  Ronyan  !     310 


Seyde  I  nat  wel?    I  can  nat  speke  in 

terme ; 
Bnt  wel  I  woot,  thou  dooet  my  herte  to 

erme. 
That  I  iJmost  have  caught  a  cardiacle. 
By  corpus  bones !  but  I  have  triacle,    314 
Or  elles  a  draught  of  moyste  and  corny  ale, 
Or  but  I  here  anon  a  mery  tale,  (30) 

Myn  herte  is  lost  for  pitee  of  this  mayde. 
Thou  bel  amy,  thou  Pardoner,*  he  seyde, 
'  Tel  us  som  mirthe  or  japes  right  anon.* 

*  It  shall  be  doon,'  quod  he,  *  by  seint 

Bonyon !  320 

But  first,'  quod  he,  '  heer  at  this  fide- 
stake 
I  wol  both  drinke,  and  eten  of  a  cake.' 
But  right  anon  thise  gentils  gonne  to 
ciye, 

*  Nay !  lat  him  telle  us  of  no  ribaudye ; 
Tel  us  som  moral  thing,  that  we  may 

lere  325 

Som    wit,  and    thanne   wol  we  gladly 

here.*  (40) 

'  I  graunte,  y-wis,*  quod  he,  '  but  I  mot 

thinke 
Up-on  som  honest  thing,  whyl  that  I 

drinke.' 
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THE    PROLOGUE    OF    THE 
PARDONERS   TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


Radix  malorum  eat  CupidiUu:  Ad  Thimotheum^  9exto, 


'  LosDiKOS,'  quod  he,  *  in  chirclies  whan  I 

proche, 
I  peyno  me  to  han  an  hanteyn  speche,  330 
And  ringe  it  ont  as  round  as  gooth  a  belle, 
For  I  can  al  by  rote  that  I  telle. 
My  theme  is  alwey  oon,  and  ever  "was — 
''  Radix  malorum  est  Cupiditas." 

First  I  pronounce  whennes  that  I  come, 
And  than  my  bnlles  shewe  I,  alle  and 

somme.  336 

Our  lige  lordes  seel  on  my  patente, 
That  shewe  I  first,  my  body  to  warente,  (lo) 
That  no  man  be  so  bold,  ne  preestne  clerk, 
Me  to  destourbe  of  Cristes  holy  werk;  340 
And  after  that  than  telle  I  forth  my  tales, 
Bulles  of  popes  and  of  cardinales, 
Of  patriarkes,  and  bishoppes  I  shewe  ; 
And  in  Latyn  I  speke  a  wordes  fewe, 
To  saffron  with  my  predicacionn,         345 
And  for  to  stire  men  to  deTocioun.       (18) 
Than  shewe  I  forth  mylongeoristal  stones, 
Y-crammed  fal  of  clontes  and  of  bones ; 
Beliks  been  they,  as  wenen  they  echoon. 
Than  have  I  in  latonn  a  sholder-boon  350 
Which  that  was  of  an  holy  Jewes  shepe. 
"  Good  men,"  seye  I,  "  tak  of  my  wordes 

kepe ; 
If  that  this  boon  be  wasshe  in  any  welle. 
If  cow,  or  calf,  or  sheep,  or  oxe  sweUe 
That  any  worm  hath  ete,  or  worm  y- 

stonge,  355 

Tak  water  of  that  welle,  and  wash  his 

tongo, 
And  it  is  hool  anon ;  and  forthermore, 
Of  iK>kk«i  and  of  scabbe,  and  every  sore  (30) 


Shal  every  sheep  be  hool,  that  of  this  welle 
Drinketh  a  draughte ;  tak  kepe  eek  what 
I  telle.  3^> 

If  that  the  good-man,  that  the  bestesoweth, 
Wol  eveiy  wike,  er  that  the  cok  him 

croweth, 
Fastinge,  drinken  of  this  welle  a  draughts, 
As  thilke  holy  Jewe  our  eldres  taughte, 
His  bestes  and  his  stoor  shal  multiplye.  365 
And,  sirs,  also  it  heleth  jalousye ; 
For,  though  a  man  be  falle  in  jalous  rage, 
Let  maken  with  this  water  his  potage,  (40) 
And  never  shal  he  more  his  wyf  mistriste, 
Though  he  the  sooth  of  hir  defaute  wiste  ; 
Al  had  she  taken  preestes  two  or  three.  371 

Heer  is  a  miteyn  eek,  that  ye  may  see. 
He  that  his  hond  wol  putte  in  this  miteyn, 
He  shal  have  multiplying  of  his  greyn, 
Whan  he  hath  sowen,  be  it  whete  or  otes, 
So  that  he  offre  pens,  or  elles  grotes.    376 

Good  men  and  wommen,  o  thing  wamn 
lyow, 
If  any  wight  be  in  this  chlrcho  now,  (50) 
That  hath  doon  sinne  horrible,  that  he 
Par  nat,  for  shame,  of  it  y-shriven  be,  380 
Or  any  womman,  be  she  yong  or  old, 
That  hath  y-maad  hir  housbond  ookewold, 
Swich  folk  shnl  have  no  power  ne  no  grace 
To  offiren  to  my  reliks  in  this  place. 
And  who-flo  flndeth  him  out  of  swich 
blame,  385 

He  wol  com  up  and  offre  in  goddes  name. 
And  I  asBollle  him  by  the  auctoritee 
Which  that  by  bulle  y-graunted  was  to 

(60) 


me. 


»» 
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By  this  gaude  have  I  wonne,  yeer  by 

yeer, 
An  hundred  mark  sith  I  was  Pardoner. 
I  stonde  lyk  a  clerk  in  my  pnlpet,        391 
And  whan  the  lewed  peple  is  donn  y-aet, 
I  preche,  so  as  ye  han  herd  bifore, 
And  telle  an  hundred  false  japes  more. 
Than  peyne  I  me  to  streoche  forth  the 

nekke,  395 

And  est  and  west  npon  the  i>eple  Ibekko, 
As  doth  a  dowve  sitting  on  a  heme.     (69) 
Hyn  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yeme. 
That  it  is  joye  to  see  my  bisinesse. 
Of  avaryce  and  of  swich  cursednesse   400 
Is  al  my  preohing,  for  to  make  hem  free 
To  yeve  her  pens,  and  namely  nn-to  me. 
For  my  entente  is  nat  bat  for  to  winne, 
And  no-thing  for  oorrecoioon  of  sinne.  404 
I  rekke  never,  whan  that  they  ben  beried. 
Though  that  her   sooles  goon  arblake- 

beried ! 
For  certes,  many  a  predicacioim 
Comth  ofte  tyme  of  3nrel  entencionn  ;  (8u) 
Som  for  plesannce  of  folk  and  flaterye, 
To  been  avannoed  by  ipocri^ye,  410 

And  som  for  Ye3nEie  glorie,  and  som  for  hate. 
For,  whan  I  dar  non  other  weyes  debate, 
Than  wol  I  stinge  him  with  my  tonge 

smerte 
In  preching,  so  that  he  shal  nat  asterte 
To  been  defamed  falsly,  if  that  he         415 
Hath  trespased  to  my  brethren  or  to  me. 
For,  thongh  I  telle  noght  his  propre  name. 
Hen  shal  wel  knowe  that  it  is  the  same  (90) 
By  signes  and  by  othere  circumstances. 
Thns  qnyte   I  folk   that   doon  ns   dis- 

plesances ;  430 

Thns  spitte  I  out  my  venim  under  hewe 
Of  holynease,  to  seme  holy  and  trewe. 

But  shortly  mjm  entente  I  wol  devyse  ; 
I  preche  of  no-thing  but  for  ooveit3r8e. 
/Therfor  my  theme  is  yet,  and  over  was — 


"  Radix  nuUorum  ett  cupidiUu."  436 

Thus  can  I  preche  agayn  that  same  vyoe 
Which  that  I  use,  and  that  is  avaxyce.  (100) 
But,  though  my-self  be  gilty  in  that  sinne, 
Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twinne  430 
From  avaryce,  and  sore  to  repente. 
But  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente. 
I  preche  no-thing  but  for  coveityse ; 
Of  this  matere  it  oughte  y-nogh  sufiyse. 
Than  telle  I  hem  ensamples  many  oon 
Of  olde  stories,  longe  tyme  agooq  :       436 
For  lewed  peple  loven  tales  olde  ; 
Swich  thinges  can  they  wel  reporte  and 

holde.  (no) 

What?  trowe  ye,  the  whyles  I  may  preche, 
And  winne  gold  and  silver  for  I  teche,  440 
That  I  wol  live  in  povert  wilfully  ? 
Nay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  never  trewely  ! 
For  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry 

londes ; 
I  wol  not  do  no  labour  with  myn  hondes, 
Ke  make  baskettes,  and  live  therby,    445 
Because  I  wol  nat  beggen  ydelly. 
I  wol  non  of  the  apostles  counterfete  ; 
I  wol  have  money,  woUe,  chese,  and  whete, 
Al  were  it  yeven  of  the  povrest  page,  (isi) 
Or  of  the  povrest  widwe  in  a  village,   450 
Al  sholde  hir  children  sterve  for  famyne. 
Nay !  I  wol  drinke  licour  of  the  vyne. 
And  have  a  joly  wenche  in  every  toun. 
But  herkneUi,  lordings,  in  conolusioun  ; 
Your  lyking  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale.  455 
Now,  have  I  dronke  a  draughte  of  corny 

ale. 
By  god,  I  hope  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thing 
That  shal,  by  resoun,  been  at  your  lyking. 
For,  though    myself    be    a    ftil  vicious 

man, 
A  moral  tale  yet  I  yow  telle  can,  (13a)  460 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche,  for  to  winne. 
Now  holde   your  pees,   my  tale  I  wol 

beginne.* 
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THE   PARDONERS  TALE. 


Here  biglimeth  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


Ih  Flanndres  whylom  was  a  oompanye 
Of  yonge  folk,  that  haunteden  folye, 
As  ryot,  hasard,  stewes,  and  tavemes,  465 
Wher-as,  with  harpes,  lutes,  and  gitemes, 
They  daunce  and  pleye  at  dees  bothe  day 

and  night,  (139) 

And  ete  also  and  drinken  over  hir  might, 
Thorgh  which  they  doon  the  devel  saori- 

fyse 
With-in  that  develes  temple,  in  oorsed 

wyse,  470 

By  saperflnitee  abhominable ; 
Hir  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable, 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  here  hem  swere  ; 
Our  blissed  lordes  body  they  to-tere ; 
Hem  thoughte  Jewes  rente  him  noght 

y-nongh ;  475 

And  ech  of  hem  at  otheres  sinne  longh. 
And  right  anon  than  comen  tombesteres 
Fetys    and   smale,  and   yonge    froytes- 

teres,  (150) 

Singers  with  harpes,  bandes,  wafereres, 
Whiche  been  the  verray  develes  offloeres 
To  kindle  and  blowe  the  fyr  of  lecheiye. 
That  is  annexed  nn-to  glotonye  ;  482 

The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witnesse, 
That  Inxurie  is  in  wyn  and  dronkenesse. 
Lo,  how  that  dronken  Loth,  unkindely, 
Lay  by  his  doghtres  two,  onwitingly  ;  486 
So  dronke  he  was,  he    niste  what    he 

wroghte.  (159) 

Herodes,  (who^so  wel  the  stories  soghte), 
Whan  he  of  wyn  was  replet  at  his  feste, 
Right  at  his  owene  table  he  yaf  his  heste 
To  sleen  the  Baptist  John  ftd  giltelees.  491 
Senek  seith  eek  a  good  word  dontelees ; 
He  seith,  he  can  no  difference  flnde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  oat  of  his  minde 


And  a  man  which  that  is  dronkelewe,  495 
But  that  woodnesse,  y-fallen  in  a  shrewe, 
Persevereth  lenger  than  doth  dronkenesse. 
O  glotonye,  fal  of  cnrsednesse,  (170) 

O  cause  first  of  our  oonfusioun, 
O  original  of  our  dampnacioun',  500 

Til  Crist  had  boght  UB  with  his  blood 

agayn  ! 
Lo,  how  dere,  shortly  for  to  sayi^ 
Aboght  was  thilke  cursed  vileinye ; 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye ! 

Adam  our  fader,  and  his  wyf  also,    505 
Fro  Paradys  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were  driven  for  that  vyce,  it  is  no  drede ; 
For  whyl  that  Adam  fasted,  as  I  rede,  (180) 
He  was  in  Paradys ;  and  whan  that  he 
£et  of  the  fruyt  defended  on  the  tree,  510 
Anon  he  was  out-cast  to  wo  and  i)eyne. 
O  glotonye,  on  thee  wel  oghte  us  pleyne! 
O,  wiste  a  man  how  many  maladyes 
Folwen  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes, 
He  wolde  been  the  more  mesurable      515 
Of  his  diete,  sittinge  at  his  table. 
AUas  I    the   shorte    thiote,    the    tendre 

mouth, 
Maketh  that.  Est  and  West,  and  North 

and  South,  (190) 

In  erthe,  in  eir,  in  water  men  to-swinke 
To  gete  a  glotoun    deyntee    mete   an<i 

drinke !  520 

Of  this  matere,  o  Paul,  wel  oanstow  trete, 
'  Mete  un-to  wombe,  and  wombe  eek  un-to 

mete, 
Shal  god  destroyen  bothe,'  as  Paulus  seith. 
Alias !  a  foul  thing  is  it,  by  my  feith,  524 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dede, 
Whan  man  so  drinketh  of  the  whyte  and 

rede, 


T.  13461-13543.]        c.    Zf^t  O>dirboner0  Cafe. 


559 


That  of  his  throte  ha  maketh  his  privee, 
Thnrgh  thilke  cursed  snperfluitee.     (aoo) 

The  apostel  weping  seith  fal  pitouslyf 
*  Ther  walken  many  of  whiohe  yow  told 

have  If  530 

I  seye  it  now  weping^  with  pitotiB  voys, 
[That]  they  been  enemys  of  Cristes  croys, 
Of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  wombe  is 

her  god.' 
O  wombe !  O  bely !  O  stinking  cod, 
Folfild  of  donge  and  of  cormpcioun !   555 
At  either  ende  of  thee  foal  is  the  sonn. 
How  greet  labour  and  ^ost  is  thee  to 

finde! 
Thise  cokes,  how  they  stampe,  and  streyne, 

and  grinde,  (aio) 

And  tnmen  snbstaance  in-to  accident. 
To  ftilfille  al  thy  likeions  talent !  540 

Oat  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they 
The  mary,  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 
That  may  go  thorgh  the  golet  softe  and 

swote; 
Of  spicerye,  of  leef ,  and  bark,  and  rote 
Shal  been  his  saace  y-maked  by  delyt,  545 
To  make  him  yet  a  newer  api>etyt. 
Bat  certes;,  he  that  hannteth  swioh  delyoes 
Is  deed,  whyl  that  he  liveth  in  tho  Tyces. 
A  lecheroos  thing  is  wyn,  and  dronke- 

nesse  (021)  549 

Is  fal  of  stryving  and  of  wrecchednesse. 
O  dronke  man,  disfigured  is  thy  face, 
Soar  is  thy  breeth,  foal  artow  to  embrace. 
And  thargh  thy  dronke  nose  semeth  the 

soan 
As  thoogh  thoa  seydest  ay  *SampBoan, 

Sampeoun ' ; 
And  yet,  god  wot,  Sampsoan  drank  never 

no  wyn.  555 

Thoa  faUest,  as  it  were  a  stiked  swyn ; 
Thy  tonge  is  lost,  and  al  thyn  honest  care ; 
For  dronkenesse  is  verray  sepaltore  {ay>) 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  disoreoioan.      559 
In  whom  that  drinke  hath  dominacioan, 
He  can  no  conseil  kepe,  it  is  no  drede. 
Now  kepe  yow  fro  the  whyte  and  firo  the 

rede, 
And  nunely  fro  the  whyte  vryn  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  selle  in  Fishnitrete  or  in  Chepe. 
This  wyn  of  Spayne  crepeth  sabtilly    565 
In  othere  wynes,  growing  faste  by, 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  fiunoBitee, 


That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  draaghtes 

three,  (340) 

And  weneth    that    he    be  at   hoom  in 

Chepe, 
He  is  in  Spayne,  right  at  the  toane  of 

I^pe,  570 

Nat  at  the  Boohel,  ne  at  Bordeox  toan  ; 
And  thanne  wol  he   seye,   'Sampsoan, 

Sampsoan.' 
Bat  herkneth,  lordings,  o  word,  I  yow 

preye, 
That  alle  the  sovereyn  actes,  dar  I  seye, 
Of  victories  in  th'olde  testament,  575 

Thargh  verray  god,  that  is  omnipotent. 
Were  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preyere ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye  may  it 

lere,  (250) 

Loke,  Attila,  the  grete  conqaeroar, 
Deyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and  dis- 
honour, 580 
Bledinge  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse ; 
A  capitayn  shonlde  live  in  sobrenesse. 
And  over  al  this,  avyseth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  comaanded  nn-to  Lamael — 
Nat  Samuel,  bat  Lamael,  seye  I —        585 
Redeth  the  Bible,  and  finde  it  expresly 
Of  wyn-yeving  to  hem  that  han  jastyse. 
Na-more  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  saiFyse.  (a6o) 
And  now  that  I  have  spoke  of  glotonye. 
Now  wol  I  yow  defenden  hasardrye.    590 
Hasard  is  verray  moder  of  lesinges, 
And  of  deceite,  and  cursed  forsweringes, 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslaaghtre,  and 

wast  also 
Of  catel  and  of  tyme  ;  and  forthermo. 
It  is  repreve  and  contrarie  of  honour  595 
For  to  ben  holde  a  commune  hasardour. 
And  ever  the  hySr  he  is  of  estaat, 
The  more  is  he  holden  desolaat.  (270) 

If  that  a  prince  useth  hasardrye, 
In  alle  govemaunce  and  policye  6uo 

He  is,  as  by  commune  opinioan, 
Y-holde  the  lasse  in  reputacioun. 

Stilbon,  that  was  a  wys  embassadour. 
Was  sent  to  Corinthe,  in  ful  greet  honour, 
Fro  Lacidomie,  to  make  hir  alliaunce.  6-^5 
And  whan  he  cam,  him  happede,  par 

chaunce, 
That  alle  the  grettest  that  were  of  that 

loud, 
Pleyinge  atte  hasard  he  hem  fond.     (aSc) 


r.6o 
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For  which,  as  sone  as  it  mighte  be,      60^ 
He  stal  him  hoom  agayn  to  his  contree, 
And  seyde,  *  ther  -wol  I  nat  lose  my  name ; 
N'  I  wol  nat  take  on  me  so  greet  defame, 
Yow  for  to  allye  nn-to  none  hasardonra 
Sendeth  othere  wyse  embassadoors ;    614 
For,  by  vxy  trouthe,  me  were  lever  dye, 
Than  I  yow  sholde  to  hasardouxs  allye. 
For  ye  that  been  so  glorious  in  honoars 
Shol  nat  allyen  yow  with  hasardours  (390) 
As  by  my  wil,  ne  as  by  my  tretee.' 
This  wyse  philosophre  thns  seyde  he.  6ao 

Loke  eek  that,  to  the  king  Demetrius 
The  king  of  Parthes,  as  the  book  seith  ns, 
Sente  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  gold  in  scorn, 
For  he  hadde  osed  hasard  ther-bifom ; 
For  which  he  heeld  his  glorie  or  his 

renoon  625 

At  no  value  or  repntacioon. 
Lordes  may  flnden  other  maner  pley 
Honeste  y-nongh  to  dzyve  the  day  awey. 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  othes  false  and 

grete  (301) 

A  word  or  two,  as  olde  bokes  trete.       630 
Gret  Bwering  is  a  thing  abhominable, 
And  fSedse  swering  is  yet  more  reprevaUe. 
The  heighe  god  forbad  sweiing  at  al, 
Witnesse  on  Mathew ;  but  in  special 
Of  swering  seith  the  holy  Jeremye,      635 
*Thou  shalt  seye  sooth  thyn  othes,  and 

nat  lye. 
And  swere  in  dome,  and  eek  in  rightwis- 

nesse;' 
But  ydel  swering  is  a  cursednesse.      (310) 
Bihold  and  see,  that  in  the  firste  table 
Of  heighe  goddes  hestes  honurable,      640 
How  that  the  seoonde  hesteof  him  is  this — 
*  Tak  nat  my  name  in  ydel  or  amis.' 
Lo,  rather  he  forbedeth  swich  swering 
Than  homicyde  or  many  a  cursed  thing ; 
I  seye  that,  as  by  ordre,  thus  it  stondeth ; 
This   knowen,    that   his   heetes   under- 

stondeth,  646 

How.  that  the  second   heste  of  god  is 

that. 
And  forther  over,  I  wol  thee  telle  al  plat, 
That  vengeance  shal  nat  parten  from  his 

hous,  (32O 

That  of  his  othes  is  to  outrageous.        650 
'By  goddes  precious  herte,  and  by  his 

nayles. 


And  by  the  blode  of  Crist,  that  it  is  in 

Hayles, 
Seven  is  my  chaunce,  and  thyn  is  cink 

and  tr^e ; 
By  goddes  armes,  if  thou  falsly  pleye, 
This  dagger  shal  thurgh-out  thyn  herte 

go'—  655 

This  fruyt  oometh  of  the  bicohed  bones  two, 
Forswering,  ire,  falsnease,  homicyde.  (329} 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Crist  that  for  us  dyde, 
LeveUi  your  othes,  bothe  grete  and  smale ; 
But,  sirs,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale.  66a 

Thxsx  ryotoures  three,  of  whiohe  I  telle, 
Longe  erst  er  pryme  rong  of  any  belle. 
Were  set  hem  in  a  taveme  for  to  drinke ; 
And  as  they  satte,  they  herde  a  belle  dinke 
Bifom  a  cors,  v^as  oaried  to  his  grave ;  665 
That  oon  of  hem  gan  caUen  to  his  knave, 

*  GK>  bet,'  quod  he,  *  and  axe  redily,  (339) 
What  cors  is  this  that  passeth  heer  forby ; 
And  look  that  thou  reporte  his  name  weL' 

'  Sir,'  quod  this  boy,  *  it  nedeth  never- 
a-d^  670 

It  was  me  told,  er  ye  cam  heer,  two  houres ; 
He  was,  pardee,  an  old  felawe  of  youree ; 
And  sodeynly  he  was  y-slayn  to-night, 
For^lronke,  as  he  sat  on  his  boich  up- 
right; 
llier  cam  a  privee  theef,  men  depeth 
Deeth,  675 

That  in  this  contree  al  the  peple  sleeth. 
And  with  his  spere  he  smoot  his  herte 
artwo,  (349) 

And  wente  his  wey  with-onten  wordes  mo. 
He  hath  a  thousand  slayn  this  pestilence  : 
And,  maister,  er  ye  come  in  his  presence. 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  neoessarie  681 
For  to  be  war  of  swich  an  adversarie : 
Beth  redy  for  to  mete  him  evermore. 
Thus  taughte  me  m^  dame,  I  sey  n»>more.' 

*  By  seinte  Marie,'  seyde  this  tavemer,  685 
'  The  child  seith  sooth,  for  he  hath  slayn 

thisyeer, 
Henne  over  a  myle,  with-in  a  greet  village. 
Both  man  and  womman,  child  and  hyne, 

and  page.  (360} 

I  tiowe  his  habitacioun  be  there ; 
To  been  avysed  greet  wisdom  it  w«re,  690 
Er  that  he  dide  a  mui  a  dishonour.' 

*  Ye,  goddes  armes,'  quod  this  ryotoiir, 
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'  Is  it  Bwioh  peril  with  him  for  to  xnete? 
I  shal  him  seke  by  wey  and  eek  by  strete, 
I  make  avow  to  goddea  digne  bones  I  695 
Herkneth,  felawes,  we  three  been  al  ones ; 
Lat  ech  of  ns  holds  up  his  bond  til  other. 
And  eohof  US  bioomen  otheres  brother,  (370) 
And  we  wol  sleen  this  ialse  traytotur  Deetii ; 
He  shal  be  slayn,  which  that  so  many 

sleeth,  700 

By  goddes  dignitee,  er  it  be  night.' 
Togidres  han  thise  three  her  tronthes 

plight, 
To  live  and  dyen  ech  of  hem  for  other, 
As  though  he  were  his  owene  y-boren 

brother. 
And  up  they  sterte  al  dronken,  in  this 

»«e,  70s 

And  forth  th^  goon  towardes  that  village, 
Of  which  the  tavemer  had  spoke  btforn, 
And  many  a  grisly  00th  than  han  they 

sworn,  (580) 

And  Cristes  blessed  body  they  to-rente — 
'  Deeth  shal  be  deed,  if  that  they  may  him 

hente.'  710 

Whan  they  han  goon  nat  folly  half  a 

myle. 
Bight  as  they  wolde  han  troden  over  a 

style, 
An  old  man  and  a  povre  with  hem  mette. 
This  olde  man  taX  mekely  hem  grette. 
And  seyde  thus,  'now,  lordes,  god  yow 

see ! '  715 

The  proudest  of  thise  xyotoaree  three 
Answerde  agayn,  *■  what?  carl,  with  sory 

grace,  (389) 

Why  artow  al  forwrapped  save  thy  fiice  ? 
Why  livestow  so  longe  in  so  greet  age  ? ' 

This  olde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage,  730 
And  seyde  thus,  '  for  I  ne  can  nat  finde 
A  man,  though  that  I  walked  in-to  Inde, 
Neither  in  citee  nor  in  no  village. 
That  wolde  ohaonge  his  yoathe  for  myn 

And  therfore  moot  I  han  myn  age  stille. 
As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wills.       726 
Ne  deeth,  alias !  ne  wol  nat  han  my  lyf ; 
Thus  walks  I,  lyk  a  restelees  caityf,  (400) 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  modres 

gate, 
Iknokke  with  my  staf,  bothe  erly  and  late, 
And  s^e,  "  leve  moder,  leet  me  in  !      731 


Lo,  how  I  vanish,  flesh,  and  blood,  and 

skin ! 
Alias!  whan  shal  my  bones  been  at  rests? 
Moder,  with  yow  wolde  I  chaonge  my 

cheste,  734 

That  in  my  ohambre  longe  tyme  hath  be, 
Ye  !  for  an  heyre  clout  to  wrappe  me ! " 
Bat  yet  to  me  she  wol  nat  do  that  grace, 
For  which  fal  pale  and  welked  is  my  finoe. 
Bat,  sirs,  to  yow  it  is  no  corteisye  (411) 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileinye,        740 
Bat  he  trespaase  in  worde,  or  elles  in  dede. 
In  holy  writ  ye  may  your-self  wel  rede, 
"  Agayns  an  old  man,  hoorapon  his  heed, 
Ye  sholde  aiyse;"  wherfor  I  yeve  yow 

reed, 
Ne  dooth  on-to  an  old  man  noon  harm 

now,  745 

Na-moie  than  ye  wolde  men  dide  to  yow 
In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde  ; 
And  god  be  with  yow,  wher  ye  go  or  ryde. 
I  moot  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go.*       (421) 
*'  Nay,  olde  cherl,  by  god,  then  shalt  nat 

750 


so. 


Seyde  this  other  hasardoar  anon  ; 

*  Thon  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  seint  John ! 

Thoa  spak  right  now  of  thilke  traitoor 

Deeth, 
That  in  this  contree   alle   oar  frendes 

sleeth. 
Have  heer  my  troathe,  as  thou  art  his 

Mpye,  755 

Tel  wher  he  is,  or  thou  shalt  it  al^ye. 
By  god,  and  by  the  holy  sacrament ! 
For  soothly  thou  art  oon  of  his  assent,  (430) 
To  sleen  as  yonge  folk,  thou  false  the^! ' 
'  Now,  sirs,*  quod  he,  *  if  that  yow  be  so 

leef  760 

To  flnde  Deeth,  tome  ap  this  croked 

wey, 
For  in  that  grove  I  lafbe  him,  by  my  fey, 
Under  a  tree,  and  ther  he  wol  abyde  ; 
Nat  for  yoar  boost  he  wol  him  no-thing 

hyde. 
See  ye  that  ook  ?  right  ther  ye  shnl  him 

finde.  765 

Gtod  save  yow,  that  boghte  agayn  man- 

kinde. 
And  yow  amende ! ' — ^thas  seyde  this  olde 

man. 
And  everich  of  thise  zyotoares  ran,    (440) 
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Til  he  cam  to  that  tree,  and  ther  they 

founde 
Of  florins  fyne  of  golde  y-co3med  ronnde 
Wei   ny   an    eighte    bnsshels,    as    hem 

thonghte.  771 

Nolenger  thanne  after  Deeth  they  songhte, 
Bat  ech  of  hem  so  glad  was  of  that  sighte, 
For  that  the  florins  been  so  faire  and 

brighte, 
That  doon  they  sette  hem  by  this  precions 

hord.  775 

Theworste  of  hem  he  spake  the  firste  word. 

'  Brethren,'  qnod  he,  *  tak  kepe  what  I 

seye; 
My  wit  is  greet,  though  that  I  bonrde  and 

pleye.  (450) 

This  tresor  hath  fortnne  un-to  ns  yiven. 
In  mirthe  and  jolitee  our  lyf  to  liven,  780 
And  lightly  as  it  comth,  so  wol  we  spende. 
£y !  goddes  precions  dignitee !  who  wende 
To-day,  that  we  sholde  han  so  fair  a  grace  P 
But  mighte  this  gold  be  caried  fro  this 

place  784 

Hoom  to  myn  hons,  or  elles  nn-to  youres — 
For  wel  ye  woot  that  al  this  gold  is  onres — 
Than  were  we  in  heigh  felicitee. 
But  trewely,  by  daye  it  may  nat  be ;  (460) 
Men  wolde   seyn  that  we  were  theves 

stronge,  789 

And  for  our  owene  tresor  doon  ns  honge. 
This  tresor  moste  y-caried  be  by  nighte 
As  wyaly  and  as  slyly  as  it  mighte. 
Wherfore  I  rede  that  cnt  among  ns  alle 
Be  drawe,  and  lat  see  wher  the  ont  wol 

faUe; 
And  he  that  hath  the  cat  witibi  herte  blythe 
Shal  renne  to  the  tonne,  and  that  ftd 

swythe,  796 

And  bringe  ns  breed  and  wyn  fhl  prively. 
And  two  of  us  shul  kepen  subtilly      (470) 
This  tresor  wel ;  and,  if  he  wol  nat  tarie. 
Whan  it  is  night,  we  wol   this  tresor 

carie  Hoo 

By  oon  assent,  wher-as  us  thinketh  best.' 
That  oon  of  hem  the  cut  broughte  in  his 

fost. 
And  bad  hem  drawe,  and  loke  wher  it  wol 

falle ; 
And  it  fil  on  the  yongeste  of  hem  alle ; 
And  forth  toward  the  toun  he  wente  anon. 
And  al-(K>  sone  as  that  he  was  gon,       806 


That  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  un-to  that 

other, 
*  Thou  knowest  wel  thou  art  my  swome 

brother,  (480) 

Thy  profit  wol  I  telle  thee  anon. 
Thou  woost  wel  that  our  felawe  is  agon ; 
And  heer  is  gold,  and  that   ltd  greet 

plentee,  811 

That  shal  departed  been  among  us  three. 
But  natheles,  if  I  can  shape  it  so 
That  it  departed  were  among  us  two, 
Hadde  I  nat  doon  a  freendes  torn  to  thee?' 
That  other  answerde,  *  I  nbot  how  that 

may  be ;  816 

He  woot  how  that  the  gold  is  with  us 

tweye, 
What  shal  we  doon,  what  shal  we  to  him 

seye  ? '  (49'.>) 

*Shal  it  be  conseil?'  seyde  the  firste 

shrewe, 
'  And  I  shal  tellen  thee,  in  wordes  fewe. 
What  we  shal  doon,  and  bringe  it  wel 

aboute.'  Hax 

*  I  graunte,'  quod  that  other,  '  out  of 

doute. 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  thee  nat  bi- 
wreye.' 

*  Now,*  quod  the  firste,  '  thou  woost  wel 

we  be  tweye,  824 

And  two  of  us  shul  s^^nger  be  than  oon. 
Look  whan  that  he  is  set,  and  right  anoon 
Aiys,  as  though  thou  woldest  with  him 

pleye; 
And  I  shal  ryve  him  thurgh  the  sydes 

tweye  (5«>) 

Whyl  that  thou  strogelest  with  him  as  in 

game, 
And  with  thy  dagger  look  thou  do  the 

same;  830 

And  than  shal  al  this  gold  departed  be. 
My  dere  freend,  bitwixen  me  and  thee ; 
Than  may  we  bothe  our  lustes  al  fulfille, 
And  pleye  at  dees  right  at  our  owene 

wiUe.' 
And  thus   aoorded  been  thise  shrewes 

tweye  835 

To  sleen  the  thridde,  as  ye  han  herd  me 

seye. 
This  yongest,  which  that  wente  un-to 

the  toun, 
Ful  ofte  in  herte  he  rolled  up  and  doun 
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The  beantee  of  thise  florins  newe  and 

brighte.  (511) 

*  O  lord ! '  quod  he,  '  if  so  were  that  I 

mighte  840 

Have  al  this  tresor  to  my-self  allone, 
Ther  is  no  man  that  liveth  nnderthe  trone 
Of  god,  that  sholde  live  so  mery  as  I ! ' 
And  atte  laste  the  feend,  onr  enemy, 
Pntte  in  his  thought  that  he  shold  poyson 

beye,  845 

With  which  he  mighte  sleen  his  felawea 

twejre ; 
Foxvwhy  the  feend  fond  him  in  swich 

lyvinge,  (519) 

That  he  had  leye  him  to  sorwe  bringe, 
For  this  was  outrely  his  fnlle  entente 
To  sleen  hem  bothe,  and  never  to  repente. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

tarie,  851 

Into  the  toon,  un-to  a  pothecarie, 
And  preyed    him,   that    he   him  wolde 

selle 
Som  poyson,  that  he  mighte  his  rattes 

quelle ; 
And  eek  ther  was  a  polcat  in  his  hawe. 
That,  as  he  seyde,  his  capouns  hadde 

y-slawe,  856 

And  fayn  he  wolde   wreke   him,  if  he 

mighte, 
On  vermin,  that  destroyed  him  by  nighte. 
The  pothecarie  answerde,  'and  thou 

shalt  have  (531) 

A  thing  that,  al-so  god  my  soule  save,  860 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  creature, 
That  ete  or  dronke  hath  of  this  confiture 
Noght  but  the  mountance  of  a  com  of 

whete. 
That  he  ne  shal  his  lyf  anon  forlete  ; 
Ye,  sterve  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasse  whyle 
Than  thou  wolt  goon  a  paas  nat  but  a 

myle ;  866 

This  poyson  is  so  strong  and  violent.' 
This  cursed    man  hath   in   his  bond 

y-hent  (540) 

This  poyson  in  a  box,  and  sith  he  ran 
In-to  the  nexte  strete,  un-to  a  man,      870 
And  borwed  [of]  him  large  hotels  three  ; 
And  in  the  two  his  jmyson  poured  he ; 
The  thridde  he  kepte  clene  for  his  drinke. 
For  al  the  night  he  shoop  him  for  to 

swinke  874 


In  caryinge  of  the  gold  out  of  that  place. 
And  whan  this  ryotour,  with  soiy  grace, 
Had  filled  with  wyn  his  grete  hotels  three, 
To  his  felawes  agayn  repaireth  he.  (550) 
What  nedeth  it  to  sermone  of  it  more  P 
For  right  as  they  had  cast  his  deeth  bifore, 
Bight  so  they  han  him  slayn,  and  that 

anon.  881 

And  whan  that  this  was  doon,  thus  spak 

■  that  oon, 
'  Now  lat  us  sitte  and  drinke,  and  make 

usmerie, 
And  afterward  we  wol  his  body  berie.' 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  him,  par 

cas,  885 

To  take  the  hotel  ther  the  poyson  was, 
And  drank,  and  yaf  his  felawe  drinke  also, 
For  which  anon  they  storven  bothe  two. 

But,  certes,  I  suppose  that  Avicen    (561) 
Wroot  never  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen, 
Mo  wonder  signes  of  empoisoning         891 
Than  hadde  thise  wrecches  two,  er  hir 

ending. 
Thus  ended  been  thise  homicydes  two, 
And  eek  the  false  empoysoner  also. 

O  cursed  sinne,  fVil  of  cursednesse !  895 
O  traytours  homicyde,  o  wikkednesse ! 

0  glotonye,  luxurie,  and  hasardrye  !  (569) 
Thou  blasphemour  of  Crist  with  vileinye 
And  othes  grete,  of  usage  and  of  pryde ! 
Alias !  mankinde,  how  may  it  bityde,  900 
That  to  thy  oreatour  which  that  thee 

wroghte. 
And  with  his  precious  herte-blood  thee 

boghte. 
Thou  art  so  fals  and  so  unkinde,  alias ! 
Now,  goode  men,  god  forgeve  yow  your 

trespas,  904 

And  ware  yow  fro  the  sinne  of  avaryce. 
Myn  holy  pardoun  may  yow  alle  waiyce, 
So  that  ye  ofFre  nobles  or  sterlinges, 
Or  elles  silver  broches,  spones,  ringes.  (580) 
Boweth  your  heed  under  this  holy  bulle  ! 
Cometh  up,   ye  wyvee,   offreth  of  your 

wolle !  910 

Your  name  I  entre  heer  in  my  rolle  anon ; 
In-to  the  blisse  of  hevene  shul  ye  gon ; 

1  yow  assoile,  by  myn  heigh  power, 
Yow  that  wol  o£Pre,  as  clene  and  eek  as 

cleer 
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As  ye  were  bom;  and,  lo,  sirs,  thus  I 

preche.  915 

And  Jesu  Grist,  that  is  oar  soules  leche, 
So  graunte  yow  his  pardon  to  receyve ; 
For  that  is  best ;  I  wol  yow  nat  deceyve. 
Bat  sirs,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale,  (591) 
I  have  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male,  930 
As  faire  as  any  man  in  Engelond, 
Whiche  were  me  yeven  by  the  popes  hond. 
If  any  of  yow  wol,  of  devocioan, 
Offren,  and  han  myn  absolacioun, 
Coxneth  forth  anon,  and   kneleth  beer 

adoan,  935 

And  mekely  receyveth  my  pardoun : 
Or  elles,  taketh  pardon  as  ye  wende,  (599) 
Al  newe  and  fresh,  at  every  tonnes  ende, 
So  that  ye  offren  alwey  newe  and  newe 
Nobles  and  pens,  which  that  be  gode  and 

trewe.  930 

It  is  an  honoor  to  everich  that  is  heer. 
That  ye  mowe  have  a  sufflsant  pardoneer 
Tassoille  yow,  in  oontree  as  ye  xyde, 
For  aventores  which  that  may  bityde. 
Pera venture  ther  may  &lle  oon  or  two  955 
Doan  of  his  hors,  and  breke  his  neUce 

atwo. 
Look  which  a  seuretee  is  it  to  yow  alle 
That  I  am  in  your  felaweship  y-falle,  (610) 
That  may  assoille  yow,  bothe  more  and 

lasse. 
Whan  that  the  scale  shal  fro  the  body 

passe.  940 

I  rede  that  our  hoste  heer  shal  biginne. 
For  he  is  most  envolaped  in  sinne. 
Com  forth,  sir  hoste,  and  offre  first  anon. 
And  thoa  shalt  kisse  the  reliks  everichon. 


Te,  fjpr  a  grote  I  onbokel  anon  thy  pars.* 
'Nay,  nay,'  qaod   he,    'than   have   I 

Cristes  cars !  946 

Lat  be,'  qaod  he,   *it  shal  nat  be,  so 

thee'ch ! 
Thoa  woldest  make  me  kisse  ihyn  old 

breech,  (6ao) 

And  swere  it  were  a  relik  of  a  seint, 
Thogh  it  were  with  thy  fnndement  de- 

peint !  950 

Bat  by  the  cxoys  which  that  seint  Eleyne 

fond, 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  coillons  in  myn  hond 
In  stede  of  relikes  or  of  seintaarie ; 
Lat  catte  hem  of,  I  wol  thee  helpe  hem 

carie; 
They  shal  be  ahryned  in  an  hogges  tord.' 
This  pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word ;  956 
So  wrooth  he  was,  no  word  ne  wolde  he 

seye. 
'  Now,'  qnod  oar  host,  *  I  wol  no  lenger 

pleye  (630) 

With  thee,  ne  with  noon  other  angiy  man.' 
But  right  anon  the  worthy  Knight  bigan, 
Whan  that  he  saugh  that  al  the  peple 

lough,  961 

*  Na-more  of  this,  for  it  is  right  y-nough ; 
Sir  Pardoner,  be  glad  and  meiy  of  chere ; 
And  ye,  sir  host,  that  been  tu  me  so  dere, 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner.  965 
And  Pardoner,  I  prey  thee,  drawe  thee 

neer, 
And,  as  we  didon,  lat  us  laughe  and 

pleye.'  (639) 

Anon  they  kiste,  and  ridon   forth  hir 

weye.  [T.  1290J 


Here  is  ended  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


(For  T.  12903,  gee  p.  492). 
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GROUP  D. 


THE  WIFE   OF   BATH'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


*  ExpsRnarcB,  thcragh  noon  anctoritee 
Were  in  this  world,  were  right  y-nongh 

to  me 
To  speke  of  wo  that  is  in  mariage ; 
For,  lordinges,  sith  I  twelf  yeer  was  of  age, 
Thonked  be  god  that  is  eteme  on  lyve,    5 
Honsbondes  at  chirche-dore  I  have  had 

fyve; 
For  I  so  ofte  have  y-wedded  be ; 
And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 
But  me  was  told  certeyn,  nat  longe  agon  is, 
That  sith  that  Crist  ne  wente  never  bat 

onis  10 

To  wedding  in  the  Gane  of  Gktlilee, 
That  by  the  same  ensample  taughte  he  me 
That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  bnt  ones. 
Herke  eek,  lo!  which  a  sharp  word  for 

the  nones 
Eeqyde  a  welle  Jesos,  god  and  man,       15 
Spak  in  repreve  of  the  Samaritan : 
"  Thou  hast  y-had  iyve  honsbondes,*'  qnod 

he, 
"  And  thilke  man,  the  which  that  hath 

now  thee. 
Is  noght  thyn  honsbond ; "  thns  seyde  he 

certeyn; 
What  that  ho  mente  ther-by,  I  can  nat 

Beyn;  20 

Bnt  that  I  axe,  why  that  the  fiilhe  man 
Was  noon  honsbond  to  the  Samaritan? 
How  manye  mighte  she  have  in  mariage? 
Yet  herde  I  never  teUen  in  myn  age 
Upon  this  nombre  diifinicionn ;  25 

Men  may  devyne  and  glosen  up  and  doun. 
Bnt  wel  I  woot  ezpres,  with-onte  lye, 
God  bad  ns  for  to  wexe  and  mnltiplye ; 
That  gentil  text  can  I  wel  nnderstonde. 
Eek  wel  I  woot  he  seyde,  myn  honsbonde 


Sholde  lete  fader  and  moder,  and  take 


me; 


3» 


Bnt  of  no  nombre  mencionn  made  he, 

Of  bigamye  or  of  octogamye  ,* 

Why  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vileinye  ? 

Lo,  here  the  wyse  king,  dan  Salomon ;  35 
I  trowe  he  hadde  wyves  mo  than  oon  ; 
As,  wolde  god,  it  levefnl  were  to  me 
To  be  refresshed  half  so  ofbe  as  he ! 
Which  yifte  of  god  hadde  he  for  alle  his 

wyvis ! 
No  man  hath  swich,  that  in  this  world 

alyve  is.  40 

God  woot,  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  wit, 
The  firste  night  had  many  a  mery  fit 
With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyve ! 
Blessed  be  god  that  I  have  wedded  fyve !  * 
Welcome  the  sixte,  whan  that  ever  ho 

shal.  45 

For  sothe,  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  chast  in  al ; 
Whan  myn  honsbond  is  fro  tho  world 

y-gon, 
Som  Cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anon  ; 
For  thanne  th*apostIe  selth,  that  I  am 

free 
To  wedde,  a  godd's  half,  wher  it  lyketh 

me.  50 

He  seith  that  to  be  wedded  is  no  sinne  ; 
Bet  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brinno. 
What  rekketh  me,  thogh  folk  sejre  vileinye 
Of  shrewed  Lameth  and  his  bigamye  ? 

*  Hen  tome  M8&  insert  the  /bUowing  genuine 
Qmi  refected)  linet  :— 
Of  wbidhe  I  hare  y-piked  out  the  beste 
Bothe  of  hir  nether  purs  and  cf  hir  olieate. 
DiveiM  iooIm  maken  parfit  olerkes, . 
Direm  praktik,  in  many  aondry  workes, 
If aketh  the  workman  parflt  sekirly. 
Of  fyre  husbondes  Kofering  am  I. 
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I  woot  wel  Abraham  wa«  an  holy  maUf  55 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  can  ; 
And  ech  of  hem  hadde  wyvea  mo  than 

two ; 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whan  sangh  ye  ever,  in  any  maner  age, 
That  hye  god  defended  mariage  60 

By  expres  word  ?   I  pray  you,  telleth  me ; 
Or  vher  oomanded  he  virginitee  P 
I  woot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede, 
Th'apostel,  whan  he  speketh  of  mayden- 

hede; 
He  seyde,  that  precept  ther-of  hadde  he 

noon.  65 

Men  may  conseille  a  womman  to  been  oon, 
Bnt  oonseilling  is  no  oomandement ; 
He  pntte  it  in  oar  owene  jngement 
For  hadde  god  comanded  maydenhede, 
Thanne  hadde  he  dampned  wedding  with 

tibe  dede ;  70 

And  certes,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowe, 
Virginitee,  wher-of  than  sholde  it  growe? 
Ponl  dorste  nat  comanden  &tte  leste 
A  thing  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heste. 
The  dart  is  set  ap  for  virginitee ;  75 

Caoche  who  so  niay,  who  renneth  best  lat 

see. 
But  this  word  is  nat  take  of  every  wight. 
But  ther  as  god  list  give  it  of  his  might. 
I  woot  wel,  that  th'apostel  was  a  mayde ; 
But  natheless,  thogh  that  he  wroot  and 

sayde,  80 

He  wolde  that  evexy  wight  were  swich  as 

he, 
Al  nis  but  conseil  to  virginitee ; 
And  for  to  been  a  wyf,  he  yaf  me  leve 
Of  indulgence ;  so  it  is  no  repreve 
To  wedde  me,  if  that  my  make  dye,       85 
With-oute  excepcioun  of  bigamye. 
Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  touche, 
He  mente  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  couche  ; 
For  peril  is  bothe  fyr  and  tow  t'assemble ; 
Ye    knowe    what    this    ensample    may 

resemble.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  heeld  virginitee 
More  parfit  than  wedding  in  freletee. 
Freeltee  clepe  I,  but-if  that  he  and  she 
Wolde  leden  al  hir  lyf  in  chastitee. 

I  graunte  it  wel,  I  have  noon  envye,  95 
Thogh  maydenhede  preferre  bigamye ; 


Hem  lyketh  to  be  clene,  body  and  goost, 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nil  nat  make  no  boost. 
For  wel  ye  knowe,  a  lord  in  his  houshold. 
He  hath  nat  every  vessel  al  of  gold  ;     100 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir  lord 

servyse. 
Gk>d  clepeth  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wyse. 
And  everich  hath  of  god  a  propre  yifte, 
Som  this,  som  that, — as  him  lyketh  shifte. 
Virginitee  is  greet  perfeccioun,  105 

And  continence  eek  with  devocioun. 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccioun  is  welle, 
Bad  nat  every  wight  he  sholde  go  selle 
All  that  he  hadde,  and  give  it  to  the  pore. 
And  in  swich  wyse  folwe  him  and  his 

fore.  no 

He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  live  parfitly ; 
And  lordinges,  by  your  leve,  that  am  nat  L 
I  wol  bistowe  the  flour  of  al  myn  age 
In  th'  actes  and  in  fruit  of  mariage. 

Telle  me  also,  to  what  conclusioun    115 
Were  membres  maad  of  generacioun, 
And    for    what    profit    was    a    wight 

y-wroght  ? 
Trusteth  right  wel,  they  wer  nat  maad 

for  noght. 
Q-lose  who-so  wole,  and  seye  bothe  up  and 

doun,  • 

That  they  were  maked  for  purgacioun  120 
Of  urine,  and  our  bothe  thinges  smale 
Were   eek  to  knowe  a    femele  from  a 

male, 
And  for  noon  other  cause :  sey  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wel  it  is  noght  so ; 
So  that   the  clerkes    be    nat  with    me 

wrothe,  135 

I  sey  this,  that  they  maked  been  for  bothe, 
This  is  to  seye,  for  office,  and  for  ese 
Of  engendrure,  ther  we  nat  god  displese. 
Why  sholde  men  elles  in  hir  bokes  sette, 
That  man    shal    yelde  to    his  wyf  hir 

dette?  130 

Now    whei>with    sholde    he   make    his 

payement, 
If  he  ne  used  his  s^  instrument? 
Than  were  they  maad  up-on  a  creature, 
To  purge  uryne,  and  eek  for  exigendnure. 
But  I  seye  n<^ht  that  every  wight  is 

holde,  135 

That  hath  swich  hameys  as  I  to  yow 

tolde, 
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To  goon  and  nsen  hem  in  engendmre ; 
Than  sholde  men  take  of  chastitee  no 

core. 
Crist  was  a  mayde,  and  shapen  as  a  man. 
And  many  a  seint,  sith  that  the  world 

bigan,  140 

Tet  lived  they  ever  in  parflt  chastitee. 
I  nil  envye  no  vii^nitee ; 
Lat  hem  be  breed  of  pnred  whete-seed, 
And  hit  US  wyves  hoten  barly-breed  ; 
And  yet  with  barly-breed,  Mark  telle  can, 
Oar  lord  Jesu  refresshed  many  a  man.  146 
In  swich  estaat  as  god  hath  cleped  ns 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  precious. 
In  w3rfhode  I  wol  use  myn  instrument 
As  frely  as  my  maker  hath  it  sent.        150 
If  I  be  daungerons,  god  yeve  me  sorwe  ! 
Myn  hoosbond  shal  it  have  bothe  eve  and 

morwe, 
Whan  that  him  list  com  forth  and  paye 

his  dette. 
An  housbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nil  nat  lette, 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettoor  and  my 

thral,  155 

And  have  his  tribnlacionn  with-al 
Up<K>n  his  flessh,  whyl  that  I  am  his  wyf. 
I  have  the  power  dnringe  al  my  lyf 
Up-on  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Right  thus  th'apostel  tolde  it  on-to  me ; 
And  bad  oar  hoosbondes  for  to  love  ns 

weeL  161 

Al  this  sentence  me  lyketh  eveiy-deel  * — 
Up  sterte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon, 
'  Now  dame/  quod  he,  '  by  god  and  by 

seint  John, 
Ye  been  a  noble  prechonr  in  this  cas !  165 
I  was  aboute  to  wedde  a  wyf;  alias ! 
What  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  flesh  so  dere? 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  wedde  no  wyf  to-yere ! ' 
*  Abyde ! '  qnod  she,   '  my  tale  is  nat 

bigonne ;  169 

Nay,  thon  shalt  drinken  of  another  tonne 
£r  that  I  go,  shal  savoore  wors  than  ale. 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  thee  forth 

my  tale 
Of  tribalaciomi  in  mariage, 
Of  which  I  am  eicpert  in  al  myn  age, 
This   to   seyn,  mynwlf  have    been    the 

whippe;—  175 

Than  maystow  ohese  whether  thoa  wolt 

sippe 


Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abroche. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  thon  to  ny  approche ; 
For  I  shal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ten. 
Who-eo  that  nil  be  war  by  othere  men,  180 
By  him  shnl  othere  men  corrected  be. 
The  same  wordes  wiyteth  Ptholomee ; 
Bede  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  there.' 

*  Dame,  I  wolde  praye  yow,  if  yonr  wil 

it  were,' 
Seyde  this  FiEtrdoner,  *  as  ye  bigan,        185 
Telle  forth  yonr  tale,  spareth  for  no  man. 
And  teohe  ns  yonge  men  of  yonr  praktike.' 

*  Gladly,'  qnod  she,  *sith  it  may  yow 

lyke. 
Bnt  yet  I  praye  to  al  this  companye. 
If  that  I  speke  after  my  fantasye,         190 
As  taketh  not  a-grief  of  that  I  seye  ; 
For  myn  entente  nis  but  for  to  pleye. 
Now  sires,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my 

tale.— 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  wyn  or  ale, 
I  shal  seye  sooth,  tho  honsbondes  that 

I  hadde,  195 

As  three  of  hem  were  gode  and  two  were 

badde. 
The  three  men  were  gode,  and  riche,  and 

olde; 
Unnethe  mighte  they  the  statat  holde 
In  which  that  they  were  bonnden  nn-to 

me.  199 

Ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene  of  this,  pardee ! 
As  help  me  god,  I  langhe  whan  I  thinke 
Howpitonsly  a-nigrht  I  made  hem  swinke ; 
And  by  my  f^y,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor. 
They  had  me  yeven  hir  gold  and  hir 

tresoor ; 
Me  neded  nat  do  longer  diligence         205 
To  winne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  reverence. 
They  loved  me  so  wel,  by  god  above, 
That  I  ne  tolde  no  deyntee  of  hir  love ! 
A  wys  womman  wol  sette  hir  ever  in  oon 
To  gete  hir  love,  ther  as  she  hath  noon.  310 
Bnt  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn  bond. 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir 

lond, 
What  sholde  I  taken  hede  hem  for  to 

plese, 
But  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese  ? 
I  sette  hem  so  a-werke,  by  my  fey,        315 
That  many  a  night  they  songen  '*  wel- 

lawey ! " 


568 


ZU  tanitviux^l  ^fea. 


[t.  5799-5878- 


Tho  bcusotm  was  nat  fet  for  hem,  I  trowe, 
That  som  men  han  in  Easex  at  Dnnmowe. 
I  governed  hem  so  wel,  after  my  lawe, 
That  ech  of  hem  fal  blisfiil  -was  and  fawe 
To  bringeme  gaye  thingesfro  thefayxe.  aai 
They  were  fnl  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem 

fayre; 
For  god  it  woot,  I  chidde  hem  spitoosly. 

Now  herkneth,  how  I  bar  me  proprely, 

Ye  wyse  wyves,  that  pan  nnderstonde.  225 

Thus  shul  ye  speke  and  here  hem  wrong 

on  honde ; 
For  half  so  boldely  can  ther  no  man 
Swere  and  lyen  as  a  womman  can. 
I  sey  nat  this  by  wyves  that  ben  wjrse, 
But-if  it  be  whan  they  hem  misavyse.  330 
A  wys  wyff  if  that  she  can  hir  good, 
Shal  beren  him  on  hond  the  oow  is  wood, 
And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owene  mayde 
Of  hir  assent ;  but  herkneth  how  I  sayde. 
**  Sir  olde  kaynard,  is  this  thyn  array  ? 
Why  is  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay  ?    336 
She  is  honoured  over-al  ther  she  goth ; 
I  sitte  at  hoom,  I  have  no  thrifty  cloth. 
What  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hons  ? 
Is  she  so  fair  ?  artow  so  lunorons  ?        340 
What  rowne  ye  with  our  mayde?  ben'' 

cUel 
Sir  olde  lechour,  lat  thy  japes  be ! 
And  if  I  have  a  gossib  or  a  freend, 
With-outen  gilt,  thou  ohydest  as  a  feend, 
If  that  I  walke  or  pleye  un-to  his  hons !  345 
Thou  oomest  hoom  as  dronken  as  a  mous, 
And  preohest  on  thy  bench,  with  yvel 

preef! 
Thou  aeist  to  me,  it  is  a  greet  meschief 
To  wedde  a  povre  womman,  for  oostage ; 
And  if  that  she  be  riche,  of  heigh  parage. 
Than  seistow  that  it  is  a  tormentrye    351 
To  suffre  hir  pryde  and  hir  malenoolye. 
And  if  that  she  be  fair,  thou  verray  knave, 
Thou  seyst  that  every  holour  wol  hir  have ; 
She  may  no  whyle  in  ohastitee  abyde,  355 
That  is  assaiUed  up-on  ech  a  syde. 
Thou   seyst,  som  folk  desyre    us    for 

richesse, 
Som  for  our  shap,  and  som  for  our  fair- 

neese; 
And  som,  for  she  can  outher  singe  or 

daunce,  359 

And  som,  for  gentillesse  and  daliannoe ; 


Som,  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armes  smale ; 
Thus  goth  al  to  the  devel  by  thy  tale. 
Thou  seyst,  men  may  nat  kepe  a  castel- 

wal; 
It  may  so  longe  assailled  been  over-al. 
And  if  that  she  be  foul,  thou  seist  that 

she  365 

Coveiteth  every  man  that  she  may  see ; 
For  as  a  spaynel  she  wol  on  him  lepe, 
Til  that  she  finde  som  man  hir  to  chepe ; 
Ne  noon  so  grey  goos  goth  ther  in  the 

lake,  369 

As,  seistow,  that  wol  been  with-oute  make. 
And  s^yst,  it  is  an  bard  thing  for  to  welde 
A  thing  that  no  man  wol,  his  thankes, 

helde. 
Thus  seistow,  lorel,  whan  thow  goost  to 

bedde; 
And  that    no  wys  man  nedeth  for  to 

wedde,  374 

Ke  no  man  that  entendeth  un-to  hevene. 
With  wilde  thonder-dint  and  firy  levene 
Mote  thy  welked  nekke  be  to-broke  ! 
Thow  seyst  that  dropping  houses,  and 

eek  smoke, 
And  ohyding  wyves,  maken  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  owene  hous ;  a !  hett'cUe  !     sfU) 
What  eyleth  swich  an  old  man  for  to 

chyde? 
Thow  seyst,  we  wyves  wol  our  vyces 

hyde 
Til  we  be  fast,  and  than  we  wol  hem 

shewe; 
Wei  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  shrewe  \ 
Thou  seist,  that  oxen,  asses,  hors,  and 

houndes,  385 

They  been  assi^yed  at  diverse  stoundes ; 
Badns,  lavours,  er  that  men  hem  bye, 
Spones  and  stoles,  and  al  swich  hous- 

bondrye, 
And  so  been  pottes,  clothes,  and  array; 
But  folk  of  wyves  maken  noon  assay   390 
Til  they  be  wedded ;  olde  dotard  shrewe ! 
And  than,  sdstow,  we  wol  onre  vices 

shewe. 
Thou  seist  also,  that  it  displeseth  me 
But-if  that  thou  wolt  preyse  my  beautee, 
And  but  thou  poure  alwey  up-on   my 

face,  395 


And   depe    me 
place; 


^faire  dame'  in  every 
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And  but  thou  make  a  feste  on  thilke 

day 
That  I  was  bom,  and  make  me  fresh  and 

gay, 
And  but  thou  do  to  my  nonce  honoiur, 

And  to  my  ohamberere  with-inne  my 

boar,  300 

And  to  my  fadres  folk  and  his  allyes ; — 
Thns  seistow,  olde  barel  faX  of  lyes ! 

And  yet  of  our  apprentice  Janeksm, 
For  his  crisp  heer,  shynin^  as  gold  soiyn, 
And  for  he  sqniereth  me  bothe  up  and 

donn,  305 

Yet  hastow  canght  a  fitls  snspecionn ; 
I  wol  hym  noght,  thogh  thoa  were  deed 

io-morwe. 
Bnt  tol  me  this,  why  hydestow,  with 

sorwe. 
The  keyes  of  thy  cheste  awey  fro  me? 
Tt  is  my  good  as  wel  as  thyn,  pardee.  310 
What  wenestow  nuke  an  idiot  of  onr 

dame? 
Now  by  that  lord,  that  called  is  seint 

Jame, 
Thou  shalt  nat  bothe,  thogh  that  thou 

were  wood. 
Be  maister  of  my  body  and  of  my  good ; 
That  oon  thou  shalt  forgo,  maugree  thyne 

yen ;  315 

What  nedeth  thee  of  me  to  enquere  or 

spyfin? 
I  trowe,  thou  woldest  loke  me  in  ihy 

cheste! 
Thou  sholdest  seye,  'wjrf,  go  wher  thee 

leste, 
Tak  your  disport,  I  wol  nat  leve  no  talis ; 
1  knowe  yow  for  a  trewe  wyf,  dame  Alis.' 
We  loye  no  man  that  taketh  kepe  or 

charge  331 

Wher  that  we  goon,  we  wol  ben  at  our 

large. 
Of  alle  men  y-blessed  moot  he  be, 
The  wyse  astrologien  Dan  Ptholome,    334 
That  seith  this  proverbe  in  his  Almageste, 
'  Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  the  hyeste. 
That  rekketh  never  who  hath  the  world 

in  honde/ 
By  this  proyerbe  thou  shalt  understonde, 
Have  thou  y-nogh,  what  thar  thee  recohe 

or  care 
How  merily  that  othere  folkes  fare  ?    330 


For  coteyn,  olde  dotard,  by  your  leve, 
Ye  shul  have  queynte  ri^ht  y-nough  at  eve. 
He  is  to  greet  a  nigard  that  wol  weme 
A  man  to  llghte  his  candle  at  his  lanteme ; 
He   shal   have   never   the   lasse   light, 

Pardee ;  335 

Have  thou  y-nough,  thee  thar  nat  pleyne 

thee 
Thou  seyst  also,  that  if  we  make  us  gay 
With  clothing  and  with  precious  array. 
That  it  is  peril  of  our  chastitee ; 
And  yet,  with  sorwe,  thou  most  enforce 

thee,  .1^0 

And  seye  thise  wordes  in  the  apostles 

name, 
'  In    habit,    maad   with    chastitee    and 

shame. 
Ye  wonmien  shul  apparaiUe  yow,*  quod 

he, 
*And  noght  in  tressed   heer  and    gay 

perree. 
As  perles,  ne  with  gold,  ne  clothes  riohe ; ' 
After  thy  text,  ne  after  thy  rubriche   346 
I  wol  nat  wirche.  as  muohel  as  a  gnat. 
Thou  seydest  this,  that  I  was  lyk  a  cat; 
For  who-so  wolde  senge  a  cattes  skin, 
Thanne  wolde  the  cat  wel  dwellen  in 

his  in ;  350 

And  if  the  cattes  skin  be  slyk  and  gay. 
She  wol  nat  dwelle  in  house  half  a  day, 
But  forth  she  wole,  er  any  day  be  dawed, 
To  shewe  hir  skin,  and  goon   iMsatei^ 

wawed; 
This  is  to  seye,  if  I  be  gay,  sir  shrewe,  355 
I  wol  renne  out,  my  borel  for  to  shewe. 
Sire   olde  fool,   what   eyleth   thee  to 

spyCn? 
Thogh     thou     preye    Argus,    with    his 

hundred  y6n. 
To  be  my  warde-cors,  as  he  can  best, 
In  feith,  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  but  me 

lest ;  360 

Yet  coude  I  make  his  herd,   so    moot 

I  thee. 
Thou  seydest  eek,  that  ther  ben  thinges 

three. 
The  whiche  thinges  troublen  al  this  erthe, 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endure  the 

ferthe: 
O  leve  sir  shrewe,  Jesu  shorte  thy  lyf !  365 
Yet  prechestow,  and  seyst,  an  hateful  wyf 
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Y-re&ened  is  for  oon  of  thiae  meoohanoes. 
Been  ther  none    othere    maner  resem- 

blances 
That  ye  nmy  lykne  yoor  parables  to, 
Bat-if  a  sely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho  ?  370 

Thou  lykenest  wommanes  loye  to  helle, 
To  bareyne  lond,   ther  water  may  not 

dwelle. 
Thou  lyknest  it  also  to  wilde  fyr ; 
The  more  it  brenneth,  the  more  it  hath 

desyr 
To    consume    every    thing    that    brent 

wol  be.  375 

Thou  seyst,  that  right  as  wormes  shende 

a  tree. 
Right  BO  a  wyf  destroyeth  hir  honsbonde ; 
This    knowe    they  that  been  to  wyves 

bonds." 
Lordinges,    right    thus,    as    ye    have 

understonde, 
Bar  I  stifly  myne  olde  housbondes  on 

honde,  380 

Tliat  thus  they  seyden  in  hir  dronkenesse  ,* 
And  al  was  fals,  but  that  I  took  witnesse 
On  Janekin  and  on  my  nece  also. 

0  lord,  the  i>eyne  I  dide  hem  and  the  wo, 
Ful  giltelees,  by  goddes  swete  pyne !  385 
For  as  an  hors  I  coude  byte  and  whjme. 

1  coude  plesme,  thogh  I  were  in    the 

gilt, 
Or  elles  often  tyme  hadde  I  ben  spilt. 
Who-so  that  first  to  mille  comth,  first 

grint; 
I  pleyned  first,  so  was  our  werre  y-stint. 
They  were  ful  glad  t'excusen  hem  f^ 

blyve  391 

Of  thing  of  which  they  never  agilte  hir 

lyve. 
Of  wenches  wolde  I   beren    him    on 

honde, 
Whan  that  for  syk  unnethes  mighte  he 

stonde. 
Yet  tikled  it  his  herte,  for  that  he        395 
Wende  that  I  hadde  of  him  so  greet 

chiertee. 
I  swoor  that  al  my  walkinge  out  by  nighte 
Was  for  t'espye  wenches  that  he  dighte ; 
Under  that  colour  hadde  I  many  a  mirthe. 
For  al  swich  wit  is  yeven  us  in  our  birthe ; 
Deceite,  weping,  spinning  god  hath  yive 
To  wommen  kindely,  whyl  they  may  live. 


And  thus  of  o  thing  I  avaunto  me,  403 
Atte  ende  I  hadde  the  bettre  in  ech 

degree. 
By  sleighte,  or  force,  or  by  som  maner 

thing,  405 

As  by  continuel  murmur  or  grucching ; 
Namely  a-bedde  hadden  they  mesohaunce, 
Ther  wolde  I  chyde  and  do    hem   no 

plesaunce ;    ' 
I  wolde  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde, 
If  that  I  felte  his  arm  over  my  syde,   410 
Til  he  had  maad  his  raTinson  un-to  me  ; 
Than  wolde  I  sufh«  him  do  his  nyoetee. 
And  ther-fore  every  man  this  tale  I  telle, 
Winne  who-so  may,  for  al  is  for  to  selle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  none  haukes 

lure;  415 

For  winning  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure, 
And  make  me  a  feyned  appetyt ; 
And  yet  in  bacon  hadde  I  never  delyt ; 
That  made  me  that  ever  I  wolde  hem 

chyde.  419 

For  thogh  the  pope  had  seten  hem  bisyde, 
I  wolde  nat  spare  hem  at  hir  owene  bord. 
For  by  my  trouthe,  I  quitte  hem  word 

for  word. 
As  help  me  verray  god  omnipotent, 
Thogh  I  right    now   sholde    make    my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  that  it  nis  quit. 
I  broghte  it  so  aboute  by  my  wit,  436 

That  they  moste  yeve  it  up,  as  for  the 

beste ; 
Or  elles  hadde  we  never  been  in  reste. 
For  thogh  he  loked  as  a  wood  leoun, 
Tet  sholde  he  faille  of  his  oondusioun.  430 
Thanne  wolde  I  seye,  **gode  lief,  taJc 

keep 
How  mekely  loketh  Wilkin  oure  sheep ; 
Com   neer,  my  spouse,  lat  me  ba  thy 

cheke ! 
Ye  sholde  been  al  paoient  and  meke, 
And  han  a  swete  spyced  conscience,     435 
Sith  ye  so  preche  of  Jobes  paoienoe. 
Sufi^th  alwey,  sin  ye  so  wel  can  preche ; 
And  but   ye  do,   certein  we  shal    yow 

teche 
That  it  is  fair  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  us  two  moste  bowen,  doutelees ;  440 
And  sith  a  man  is  more  resonable 
Than  womman  is,  yo  moste  been  suffrable. 
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What  eyleth  yow  to  gmcche  thos  and 

gione? 
Xs  it  for  ye  wolde  have  my  qneynte  allone? 
Why  taak  it  al,  lo,  have  it  every-deel ;  445 
Peter !  I  shrewe  yow  but  ye  love  it  weel ! 
For  if  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  c?ioaey 
I  coude  walke  as  fresh  as  is  a  rose ; 
Bat  I  wol  kepe  it  for  your  owene  tooth. 
Ye  be  to  blame,  hy  god,  I  sey  yow  sooth.*' 
Swiche   maner  wordes  hadde  we  on 

honde.  451 

Now  wol  I  speken  of  my  fonrthe  hoos- 

bonde. 
My  fonrthe  honsbonde  was  a  revelonr, 
This  is  to  seyn,  he  hadde  a  paramour ; 
And  I  was  yong  and  inl  of  ragerye,      455 
Stibom  and  strong,  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
Wei  coude  I  dannce  to  an  harpe  smale, 
And  singe,  y-wis,  as  any  nightingale. 
Whan  I  had  dronke  a  dranghte  of  swete 

wyn. 
lietellius,  the  fonle  cherl,  the  swjm,    460 
That  with  a  staf  birafte  his  wyf  hir  lyf, 
For  she  drank  wyn,  thogh  I  hadde  been 

his  wyf, 
He  sholde  nat  han  dannted  me  fro  drinke ; 
And,  after  wyn,  on  Venus  moste  I  thinke : 
For  al  so  siker  as  cold  engendreth  hayl, 
A  likerous  mouth  moste  han  a  likerous 

tayL  466 

In  womman  vinolent  is  no  defence, 
This  knowen  lechours  by  experience. 
But,  lord  Grist !  whan  that  it  remem- 

breth  me 
Up-on  my  yowthe,  and  on  my  jolitee,  470 
It  tikleth  me  aboute  myn  herte  rote. 
Unto  this  day  it  dooth  myn  herte  bote 
That  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyme. 
But  age,  alias !  that  al  wol  envenyme,  474 
Hath  me  biraft  my  beautee  and  my  pith ; 
Lat  go,  fare-wel,  the  devel  go  therwith ! 
The  flour  is  goon,  ther  in  na-inore  to  telle, 
The  bren,  as  I  best  can,  now  moste  I  selle ; 
But  yet  to  be  right  mery  wol  I  fonde. 
Now  wol  I  tellen  of  my  fourthe  hons- 
bonde. 480 
I  seye,  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despyt 
That  he  of  any  other  had  delyt. 
But  he  was  quit,  by  god  and  by  seint 

Joce! 
I  made  him  of  the  same  wode  a  croce ; 


Nat  of  my  body  in  no  foul  manere,       485 
But  oerteinly,  I  made  folk  swich  chere, 
That  in  his  owene  grece  I  made  him  frye 
For  angro,  and  for  verray  jalousye. 
By  god,  in  erthe  I  was  his  purgatorie,  489 
For  which  I  hope  his  soule  be  in  glorie. 
For  god  it  woot,  he  sat  ftil  ofte  and  song 
Whan    that  his  shoo  ful  bitterly  him 

wrong. 
Ther  was  no  wight,  save  god  and  he,  that 

wiste. 
In  many  wyse,  how  sore  I  him  twiste. 
He  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  Jerusalem,  495 
And  lyth  y-grave  under  the  rode-beem, 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  curious 
As  was  the  sepulore  of  him,  Darius, 
Which  that  Appellee  wroghte  subtilly ; 
It  nis  but  wast  to  burie  him  preciously.  500 
Lat  him  fare-wel,  god  yeve  his  soule  reste. 
He  is  now  in  the  grave  and  in  his  cheste. 
Now  of  my  fifthe  housbond  wol  I  telle. 
GK>d  lete  his  soule  never  come  in  helle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  moste  shrewe ; 
That  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe,    506 
And  ever  shal,  un-to  myn  ending-day. 
But  in  our  bed  he  was  so  fresh  and  gay, 
And  ther-with-al  so  wel  coude  he  me  glose. 
Whan  that  he  wolde  han  my  bele  ehoM,  510 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every 

boon, 
He  coude  winne  agayn  my  love  anoon. 
I  trowe  I  loved  him  beste,  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 
We  wommen  han,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye. 
In  this  matere  a  queynte  fantasye  ;      516 
Wayte  what  thing  we  may  nat  lightly 

have, 
Ther-after  wol  we  oiye  al-day  and  crave. 
Forbede  us  thin^,  and  that  desyren  we ; 
Frees  on  us  faste,  and  thanne  wol  we  flee. 
With  daunger  oute  we  al  our  chaffare ;  521 
Ghreet  prees  at  market  maketh  dere  ware. 
And  to  greet  oheep  is  holde  at  litel  prys ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  wys. 
liy  flfbhe  housbonde,   god    his    soule 

bleese !  525 

Which    that  I  took    for    love    and    no 

richesse, 
He  som-tyme  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford, 
And  had  left  scole,  and  wente  at  hoom  to 

bord 
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With  my  gosflib,  dwellinge  in  onre  toon, 
God    have    hir    sonle !    hir    name  was 

Alisonn.  530 

She  knew  myn  herte  and  eek  my  privetee 
Bet  than  oar  pariBshe-preest,  bo   moot 

I  thee! 
To  hir  biwreyed  I  my  conseil  aL 
For  had  myn  honsbonde  piased  on  a  wal, 
Or  doon  a  thing  that  sholde  han  cost  his 

lyf,  535 

To  hir,  and  to  another  worthy  wyf, 
And  to  my  nece,  which  that  I    loved 

weel, 
I  wolde  han  told  his  conseil  evezy-deel. 
And  so  I  dide  fnl  ofben,  god  it  woot, 
That  made  his  face  ful  often  reed  and 

hoot  540 

For  verray  shame,  and  blamed  him-self 

for  he 
Had  told  to  me  so  greet  a  privetee. 

And  so  bifel  that  ones,  in  a  Lente, 
(So  ofben  tymes  I  to  my  gossib  wente, 
For  ever  yet  I  lovede  to  be  gay,  545 

And  for  to  walke,  in  March,  Averille,  and 

May, 
Fro  hous  to  hons,  to  here  sondry  talis), 
That  Jankin  clerk,  and  my  gossib  dame 

Alis, 
And  I  my-self,  in-to  the  feldes  wente. 
Myn  honabond  was  at  London  al  that 

Lente;  550 

I  hadde  the  bettre  leyser  for  to  pleye, 
And  for  to  see,  and  e^  for  to  be  seye 
Of  lusty  folk ;  what  wiste  I  wher  my  grace 
Was  shapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place  ? 
Therefore  I  made  my  vintacioons,        555 
To  vigilies  and  to  processionns, 
To  preching  eek  and  to  thise  pilgrimages, 
To  pleyes  of  miracles  and  manages. 
And  wered  upon  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes. 
Thise  wormes,  ne  thise  motthes,  ne  thise 

mytes,  560 

Upon  my  peril,  frete  hem  never  a  deel ; 
And  wostow  why?   for  they  were  used 

weeL 
Now  wol  I  tellen  forth  what  happed  me. 
I  seye,  that  in  the  feeldes  walked  we. 
Til  trewely  we  hadde  swich  daliance,  565 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  purveyance 
I  spak  to  him,  and  seyde  him,  how  that  he, 
If  I  were  wldwe,  sholde  wedde  me. 


For  certeinly,  I  sey  for  no  bobance. 
Yet  was  I  never  with-outen  purveyance 
Of  manage,  n'of  othere  thinges  eek.      571 
I  holde  a  mouses  herte  nat  worth  a  leek. 
That  hath  but  oon  hole  for  to  sterte  to, 
And  if  that  faille,  thanne  is  al  y-do. 
I  bar  him  on  honde,  he   hadde  en- 
chanted me ;  575 
My  dame  taughte  me  that  sontiltee. 
And  eek  I  seyde,  I  mette  of  him  al  night ; 
He  wolde  han  slayn  me  as  I  lay  up-right, 
And  al  my  bed  was  fal  of  verray  blood, 
But  yet   I  hope  that    he   shal  do  me 

good;  580 

For  blood  bitokeneth  gold,  as  me  was 

taught. 
And  al  was  fals,  I  dremed  of  it  right 

naught. 
But  as  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  lore, 
As  wel  of  this  as  of  other  thinges  more. 
But  now  sir,  lat  me  see,  what  I  shal 

seyn?  585 

A !  ha !  by  god,  I  have  my  tale  ageyn. 
Whan  that  my  fourthe  housbond  was 

on  here, 
I  weep  algate,  and  made  sory  chore. 
As  W3rves  moten,  for  it  is  usage. 
And  with    jny  coverchief   covered    my 

visage ;  590 

But  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 
I  weep  but  smal,  and  that  I  undertake. 
To  chirohe  was  myn  housbond  bom 

»-morwe 
With  neighebores,  that  for  him  maden 


sorwe; 


And  Jankin  cure  clerk  was  oon  of  the  595 
As  help  me   god,  whan  that    I  saugh 

him  go 
After  the  bere,  me  thoughte  he  hadde  a 

paire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  clene  and  faire, 
That  al  myn  herte  I  yaf  un-to  his  hold. 
He  was,  I  trowe,  a  twenty  winter  old,  600 
And  I  was  fourty,  if  I  shal  seye  sooth ; 
But  yet  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  tooth. 
Gat-tothed  I  was,  and  that  bioam  me 

weel; 
I  hadde  the  prente  of  sSynt  Venus  seeL 
As  help  me  god,  I  was  a  lusty  oon,      605 
And  faire  and  riche,  and  yong,  and  wel 

bigoon; 
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And  trowely,  as  myne  honsbondes  tolde 

me, 
I  had  the  beete  quoniam  xnighte  be. 
For  oertes,  I  am  al  Venerien  609 

In  felinge,  and  myn  herie  is  Karcien. 
Venus  me  yaf  my  lust,  my  likeronsnesse, 
And  Mars  yaf  me  my  sturdy  hardinesse. 
Myn  ascendent  was  Tanr,  and  Mars  ther- 

inne. 
Alias !  alias !  that  ever  love  was  sinne ! 
I  folwed  ay  myn  inclinacioon  615 

By  vertu  of  my  constellacioan ; 
That  made  me  I  ooade  noght  withdrawe 
My  chambre  of  Yenns  from  a  good  felawe. 
Yet  have  I  Martes  mark  np-on  jny  face, 
And  also  in  another  privee  place.         620 
For,  god  so  wis  be  my  savacioon, 
I  ne  loved  never  by  no  disoreoioun, 
Bat  ever  folwede  myn  appetyt, 
Al  were  he  short  or  long,  or  blak  or 

whyt; 
I  took  no  kepe,  so  that  he  lyked  me,    635 
How  pore  he  was,  ne  eek  of  what  degree. 

What  sholde  I  seye,  but,  at  the  monthes 
ende. 
This  joly  clerk  Jankin,  that  was  so  hende, 
Hath  wedded  me  with  greet  solempnitee, 
And  to  him  yaf  I  al  the  lond  and  fee  630 
That  ever  was  me  yeven  ther-bifore ; 
But  afterward  repented  me  fol  sore. 
He  nolde  snffre  nothing  of  my  list. 
By  god,  he  smoot  me  ones  on  the  list, 
For  that  I  rente  ont  of  his  book  a  leef,  635 
That  of  the  strook  myn  ere  wex  al  dee! 
Stibom  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse, 
And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  jangleresse. 
And  walke  I  wolde,  as  I  had  doon  bifom. 
From  hons  to  hous,  al-thongh  he  had  it 
sworn.  640 

For  which  he  often  tymes  wolde  preche, 
And  me  of  olde  Bomayn  gestes  teche. 
How  he,  Simplicios  Gallos,  lefte  his  wyf. 
And  hir  forsook  for  terme  of  al  his  lyf, 
Noght  but  for  oi>en-heeded  he  hir  say  645 
Lokinge  ont  at  his  dore  upon  a  d^. 

Another  Bomasm  tolde  he  me  by  name, 
That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  someres  game 
With-oute  his  witing,  he  forsook  hir  eke. 
And  than  wolde  he  up-on  his  Bible  seke 
That  ilke  proverbe  of  Eodesiaste,         651 
Wher  he  comandeth  and  forbedeth  faste, 


Man  shal  nat  suffre  his  wyf  go  roule 

abonte; 
Than  wolde  he  seye  right  thus,   with- 
outen  doute, 

**Who-so  that  buildeth  his  hous  al  of 
salwes,  655 

And  priketh  his  blinde  hors  over  the 
falwes, 

And  suffreth  his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwes. 

Is  worthy  to  been  hanged  on  the  gal- 
wes!" 
But  al  for  noght,  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes  n*of  his  olde  sawe,      660 
Ne  I  wolde  nat  of  him  corrected  be. 
I  hate  him  that  my  vices  telleth  me. 
And  so  do  mo,  god  woot !  of  us  than  L 
This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  outrely ; 
I  nolde  noght  forbere  him  in  no  oas.    665 

Now  wol  I  seye  yow  sooth,  by  seint 
Thomas, 
Why  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef. 
For  which  he  smoot  me  so  that  I  was 
deef. 

He  hadde  a  book  that  gladly,  night  and 
day. 
For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway.   670 
He  cleped  it  Valerie  and  Theofraste, 
At  whiche  book  he  lough  alwey  ful  faste. 
And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  at 

Bome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  aga3m  Jovinian ;      675 
In  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tertulan, 
Crisippus,  Trotula,  and  Helowys, 
That  was  abbesse  nat  fer  fro  Parys ; 
And  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Ovydes  Art,  and  bokes  many  on,  680 

And  alle  thise  wer  bounden  in  o  volume. 
And  every  night  and  day  was  his  custume, 
Whan  he  had  Ie3r8er  and  vacacioun 
From  other  worldly  oocupacioun,         684 
To  reden  on  this  book  of  wikked  wyves. 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  lyves 
Than  been  of  gode  wyves  in  the  Bible, 
For  trusteth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible 
That  any  clerk  wol  speke  good  of  wyves, 
But-if  it  be  of  holy  seintes  lyves,  690 

Ne  of  noon  other  womman  never  the  mo. 
Who  i>eyntede  the  leoun,  tel  me  who  ? 
By  god,  if  wommen  hadde  writen  stories, 
As  clerkes  han  with-inne  hir  oratories, 
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They  wolde  han  -writen  of   men   more 

wikkodnesse  695 

Than  all  the  mark  of  Adam  may  redresse. 
The  children  of  Mercarie  and  of  YenuB 
Been  in  hir  wirking  fol  contrarions ; 
Mercnrie  loveth  wisdom  and  soiencef 
And  Venus  loveth  ryot  and  dispenoe.  700 
Andf  for  hir  diverse  disposicioun, 
Ech  falleth  in  otheres  oxaltacioan  ; 
And  thus,  god  woot  I  Kercurie  is  desolat 
In  Pisces,  wher  Venus  is  exaltat ; 
And    Venus    falleth    ther    Mercnrie    is 

reysed;  705 

llierfore  no  womman  of  no  clerk  is  preysed. 
The  clerk,  whan  he  is  old,  and  may  noght 

do 
Of  Venus  werkes  worth  his  olde  sho, 
Than  sit  he  doun,  and  writ  in  his  dotage 
That  wommen  can  nat  kepe  hir  mariage ! 

But  now  to  purpos,  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  I  was  bet«n  for  a  book,  pardee.     713 
Up-on  a  night    Jankin,  that  was    our 

syre, 
Bedde  on  his  book,  as  he  sat  by  the  iyre, 
Of  Eva  first,  that,  for  hir  wikkednesse, 
Was  al  mankinde  broght   to  wreoched- 

nesse,  716 

For  which  that  Jesu  Crist  hlmHself  was 

slayn. 

That  boghte  us  with  his  herte-blood  agayn. 

Lo,  here  expres  of  womman  may  ye  finde, 

That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  mankinde. 

Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  loste 

his  heres,  731 

Slepinge,  his  lemman  kitte  hem  with  hir 

sheres; 
Thuigh  whiche  treBOun  loste  he  bothe 

his  yen. 
Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen, 
Of  Hercules  and  of  his  Dianyre,  735 

That  caused  him  to  sette  himself  a-fyre. 
Ko-thing  forgat  he  the  penaunoe  and 

wo 
That  Socrates  had  with  hise  wyves  two ; 
How  Xantippa  caste  pisse  up-on  his  heed ; 
This  sely  man  sat  stille,  as  he  were  deed ; 
He  wyped  his  heed,  namore  dorste  he  8e3m 
But  "er  that  thonder  stinte,  comth  a 

reyn."  733 

Of  Phasipha,  that  was  the  queue  of 

Crote, 


For  shrewednesBe,  him  thoughte  the  tale 

swete ; 
Fy !  spek  na-more— it  is  a  grisly  thing — 
Of  hir  horrible  lust  and  hir  lyking.       736 

Of  Clitemistra,  for  hir  lecherye. 
That  falaly  made  hir  housbond  for  to  djre, 
He  redde  it  with  ful  good  devocionn. 

He  tolde  me  eek  for  what  ocoasioun  740 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loste  his  lyf ; 
"M-yn  housbond  hadde  a  logende  of  his  wyf, 
Eziphilem,  that  for  an  ouche  of  gold 
Hath  prively  un-to  the  Grekes  told 
Wher  that  hir  honsbonde  hidde  him  in  a 

place,  745 

For  which  he  hadde  at  Thebes  sory  grace. 

Of  Lyma  tolde  he  me,  axid  of  Lucye, 
They  bothe  made  hir  housbondes  for  to 

dye; 
That  oon  for  love,  that  other  vna  for 

hate; 
Lyma  hir  housbond,  on  an  even  late,   750 
Empo3r8oned  hath,  for  that  she  was  his  fo. 
Iiucya,  likerous,  loved  hir  housbond  so, 
That,  for  he  sholde  alwey  up-on  hir  thinke, 
She  yaf  him  swich  a  maner  love-drinke, 
That  he  was  deed,  or  it  were  by  the 

morwe ;  755 

And  thus  algates  housbondes  han  sorwe. 
Than  tolde  he  me,  how  oon  Latumius 
Compleyned  to  his  felawe  Arrius, 
That  in  his  gardin  growed  swich  a  tree. 
On  which,  he  seyde,  how  that  his  wjrves 

three  760 

Hanged  hem-self  for  herte  despitous. 
"  O  leve  brother,"  quod  this  Arrius, 
"  Tif  me  a  plante  of  thilke  blissed  tree, 
And  in  my  gardin  planted  shal  it  be !  '* 
Of  latter  date,  of  wyves  hath  ho  red, 
That  somme  han  slayn  hir  housbondes  in 

hir  bed,  766 

And  lete  hir  lechour  dighte  hir  al  the 

night 
Whyl  that  the  corps  lay  in  the  floor  up- 
right. 
And  somme  han  drive  nayles  in  hir  brayn 
Whyl  that  they  slepte,  and  thus  they  han 

hem  slayn.  770 

Somme  han  hem  yeve  poysoun  in  hir 

drinke. 
He  spak  more  harm    than   herte  may 

bithinkft 
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And  ther-with-al,  he  knew  of  mo  pro- 

verbes 
Than  in  this  world  ther  growen  gras  or 

herbee. 
"  Bet  18,"  qnod  he,  "  thyn  babitacionn  775 
Be  with  a  leoan  or  a  fool  dragoon, 
Than  with  a  wonunan  nsinge  for  to  ohyde. 
Bet  ia"  qnod  he,  "  hye  in  the  roof  abyde 
Than  with   an  angry  wyf  doun  in  the 

hous; 
They  been  so  wikked  and  contrarious ;  7?.o 
They  haten  that  hir  hoosbondeB  loveth 

ay." 
He  seyde,  *^a  womman  cast  hir  shame 

away, 
Whan  she  cast  of  hir  smok ; "  and  forther- 

mo, 
'*  A  fair  womman,  bnt  she  be  ohaast  also, 
Is  lyk  a  gold  ring  in  a  sowes  nose."  785 
Who  wolde  wenen,  or  who  wolde  suppose 
The  wo  that  in  myn  herte  was,  and  pyne  ? 
And  whan  I  sangh  he  wolde  never  fyne 
To  reden  on  this  cursed  book  al  night, 
Al  sodeynly  three  leves  have  I  plight  790 
Out  of  his  book,  right  as  he  radde,  and 

eke, 
I  with  my  fist  so  took  him  on  the  cheke, 
That  in  our  fyr  he  fil  liakward  adoon. 
And  he  np-stirte  as  dooth  a  wood  leoun, 
And  with  his  fist  he  smoot  me  on  the 

heed,  795 

That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed. 
And  when  he  sangh  how  stiUe  that  I  lay, 
He  was  agast,  and  wolde  han  fled  his 

way. 
Til  atte  laste  ont  of  my  swogh  I  breyde : 
"O!   hastow  Blayn  me,  false  theef?"  I 

seyde,  8<» 

"  And  for  my  land  thus  hastow  mordred 

me? 
£r  I  be  deed,  yet  wol  I  kisse  thee." 
And  neer  he  cam,  and  kneled  faire 

adoun. 
And  seyde,  "  dere  snster  Alisonn,  804 
As  help  me  god,  I  shal  thee  never  smyte ; 
That  I  have  doon,  it  is  thy-self  to  wyie. 
Foryeve  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  biseke  " — 
And  yet  eft-sones  I  hitte  him  on  the  cheke. 
And  seyde,  "theef,  thus  mnchel  am  I 
wreke ;  809 

Now  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  lenger  speke." 


Bnt  atte  laste,  with  mnchel  care  and  wo. 
We  fille  acorded,  by  ns  selven  two. 
He  yaf  me  al  the  brydel  in  mjm  bond 
To  han  the  governance  of  hous  and  lond, 
And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  bond  also,  815 
And  made  him  brenne  his  book  anon 

right  tho. 
And  whan  that  I  hadde  geten  nn-to  me, 
By  maistrie,  al  the  soveraynetee, 
And  that  he  seyde,  ''myn  owene  trewe 

wyf. 
Do  as  thee  Inst  the  terme  of  nl  thy  lyf, 
Keep  thyn  honour,  and  keep  eek  myn 

estaat" —  S21 

After  that  day  we  hadden  never  debaat. 
Ood  help  me  so,  I  was  to  him  as  kinde 
As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  nn-to  Inde, 
And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  he  to  ma  825 
I  prey  to  god  that  sit  in  magestee, 
80  blesse  his  soule,  for  his  mercy  dere ! 
Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  here.' 

Blholde  the  wordes  bitween  the 
Somononr  and  the  Frere. 

Tin  Frere  lough,  whan  he  hadde  herd 

al  this, 
'  Now,  dame,*  quod  he,  *  so  have  I  joye  or 

blis,  83U 

This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale ! ' 
And  whan  the  Somnour  herde  the  Frere 

gale, 

*  Lo  I  *  quod  the  Somnour,  '  goddes  armes 

two! 
A  firere  wol  entremette  him  over-mo. 
Lo,  gode  men,  a  flye  and  eek  a  frere     835 
Wol  falle  in  eveiy  dish  and  eek  matere. 
What  spekestow  of  preambulacioun  ? 
What !  amble,  or  trotte,  or  pees,  or  go 

sit  doun ; 
Thou  lettest  our  disport  in  this  manere.' 
•Ye,  woltow  so,  sir  Somnour?*   quod 

the  Frere,  840 

•  Now,  by  my  feith,  I  shal,  er  that  I  go. 
Telle  of  a  Somnour  swich  a  tale  or  two, 
That  alle  the  folk  shal  laughen  in  this 

place.' 
*Now    elles,    Frere,    I    bishrewe    thy 

face,* 
Quod  this  Somnour,  *  and  I  bishrewe  me, 
But-if  I  telle  tales  two  or  three  846 
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Of  freres  er  I  come  to  Sidingbome, 
That  I  shal  make  thyn  herte  for  to  mome ; 
For  wel  I  woot  thy  pacience  ia  goon.* 

Our  hoete  cryde  *  pees !  and  that  anoon ! ' 
And  seyde,  'lat  the  womman  telle  hir 
tale.  851 

Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  been  of  ale. 


Do,   dame,  tel  forth  your  tale,  and  that 
is  beet.* 
*  Al  redy,  sir,'  qnod  she,  *  right  as  yow 
lest, 
If  I  haye  licence  of  this  worthy  Frere.' 
*Yis,  dame,'  qnod  he,  ^tel  forth,  and 
I  wol  here.'  856 


Here  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  hir  Prologe. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  WYF  OF  BATHE. 


Here  biglnnetfa  the  Tale  of  the  Wyf  of  Bathe. 


Ik  th'olde  dayes  of  the  king  Arthonr, 
Of  which    that    Britons    speken   greet 

honour, 
Al  was  this  land  fUlfild  of  fayeiye.       859 
The  elf-queen,  with  hir  joly  companye, 
Daunced  ful  ofte  in  many  a  grene  mede ; 
This  was  the  olde  opinion,  as  I  rede. 
I  speke  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago ; 
But  now  can  no  man  see  none  elves  mo. 
For  now  the  grete  charitee  and  prayeree 
Of  limitours  and  othere  holy  Aneres,     (10) 
That  serchen  every  lond  and  every  streem, 
As  thikke  as  motes  in  the  sonne-beem, 
Blessinge    halles,     chambres,    kichenes, 

boures, 
Citees,  burghes,  castels,  hye  toures,      870 
Thropes,  hemes,  shipnes,  dayeiyes, 
This  maketh  that  ther  been  no  fayeiyefl. 
For  ther  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketh    now  the   limitour   him- 
self 
In  undermeles  and  in  morweninges,    875 
And  seyth  his  matins  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  he  goth  in  his  limitacionn.  (31) 

Wommen  may  go  saufly  up  and  dottn. 
In  every  bush,  or  under  every  tree ; 
Ther  is  noon  other  Incubus  but  he,      880 
And  he  ne  wol  doon  hem  but  dishonour. 
And  BO  bifel  it,  that  this  king  Arthour 
Hadde  in  his  hous  a  lusty  bacheler, 


That  on  a  day  cam  rydinge  tro  river ; 
And    happed  that,   allone  as    she    was 

born,  (29)  885 

He  saugh  a  ma3rde  walkinge  him  bifom, 
Of  whiche  mayde  anon,  roaugree  hir  heed, 
By  verray  force  he  rafte  hir  maydenheed  ; 
For  which  oppressioun  was  swich  clamour 
And  swich  pursute  nn-to  the  king  Ar- 
thour, 890 
That  dampned  was  this  knight  for  to  be 

deed 
By  cours  of  lawe,  and  sholde  hah  lost  his 

heed 
Paraventure,  swich  was  the  statnt  tho ; 
But  that  the  quene  and  othere  ladies  mo 
So  longe  preyeden  the  king  of  grace,    895 
Til  he  his  lyf  him  graunted  in  the  place, 
And  yaf  him  to  the  quene  al   at   hir 

wille,  (41) 

To  chese,  whether  she  wolde  him  save  or 

spille. 
The  quene  thanketh  the  king  with  al 

hir  might,  899 

And  after  this  thus  spak  she  to  the  knight, 
Whan  that  she  saugh  hir  tjnocie,  np-on  a 

day: 
^  Thou  standest  yet,'  qnod  she,  *  in  swich 

array. 
That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  snretee. 
I  grante  thee  lyf,  if  thou  canst  tellen  me 
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What  thing  is  it  that  wommen  most 

desyren  ?  905 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nekke-boon  from 

yren.  (50) 

And  if  thou  canst  nat  tellen  it  anon, 
Yet  wol  I  yeve  thee  leye  for  to  gon 
A.  twelf-month  and  a  day,  to  seche  and 

lere 
An  anawere  snffisant  in  this  matere.    910 
And  soretee  wol  I  han,  er  that  thon  pace, 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  phioe.' 
Wo  was  this  knight  and  sorweftUly  he 

Oyketh ; 
Bnt  what !  he  may  nat  do  al  as  him  lyketh. 
And  at  the  laste,  he  chees  him  for  to 

wende,  915 

And  oome  agayn,  right  at  the  yeres  ende, 
With  swioh  answere  as  god  wolde  him 

pnrveye;  (61) 

And  taketh  his  leve,  and  wendeth  forth 

his  wejre. 
He  seketh  every  hons  and  eveiy  place, 
Wher-as  he  hopeth  for  to  flnde  grace,  920 
To  leme,  what   thing   wommen  .loven 

most; 
But  he  ne  oonde  arryyen  in  no  cost, 
Wher-as  he  mighte  finde  in  this  matere 
Two  creatures  acoordinge  in-fere. 
Somme    seyde,    wommen   loven    best 

richesse,  935 

Somme  seyde,  honour,  sonune  seyde,  joly- 

nesse ;  (70) 

Somme,  riche  array,  somme  seyden,  lust 

abedde. 
And  ofte  tyme  to  be  widwe  and  wedde. 
Sonmie  seyde,  that   our  hertes  been 

most  esed, 
Whan  that  we  been  y-flatered  and  y- 

plesed.  930 

He  gooth  ftd  ny  the  sothe,  I  wol  nat  lye ; 
A  man  shal  winne  us  best  with  flaterye ; 
And  with  attendance,  and  with  bisinesse. 
Been  we  y-ljrmed,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
And  sonmie  seyn,  how  that  we  loven 

best  935 

For  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  us  lest,  (80) 
And  that  no  man  repreve  us  of  our  vyce, 
But  seye  that  we  be  wyse,  and  no-thing 

nyce. 
For  trewely,  ther  is  noon  of  us  aUe,     939 
If  any  wight  wol  olawe  us  on  the  galle, 


That  we  nil  kike,  for  he  seith  lui  sooth ; 
Assay,  and  he  shal  flnde  it  that  so  dooth. 
For  be  we  never  so  vicious  with-inne, 
We  wol  been  holden  wyse,  and  dene  of 

sinne. 
And  somme  seyn,  that  greet  delyt  ban 

we  (89)  945 

For  to  ben  holden  stable  and  eek  secree. 
And  in  o  purpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle, 
And  nat  biwreye  thing  that  men  us  teUe. 
But  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele ; 
Pardee,  we  wommen  conne  no-thing  hele ; 
Witnesse  on  Myda ;  wol  ye  here  the  tale  ? 
Ovyde,  amonges  othere  thinges  smale, 
Seyde,  Myda  hadde,  under  his  longe  heres, 
Growinge  up-on  his  heed  two  asses  eres, 
The  whiohe  vyce  he  hidde,  as  he  best 

mighte,  -955 

Ful  subtilly  from  every  mannes  sighte, 
That,  save  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it  na- 
me. (lOl) 
He  loved  hir  most,  and  trusted  hir  also ; 
He  preyede  hir,  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure.         960 
She  swoor  him  *  nay,  for  al  this  world 

to  winne. 
She  nolde  do  that  vileinye  or  sinne. 
To  make  hir  housbond  han  so  foul  a  name ; 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owene  shame.* 
But  nathelees,  hir  thoughts  that  she  dyde, 
That  she  so  longe  sholde  a  conseil  hyde  *, 
Hir  thoughte  it  swal  so  sore  aboute  hir 

herte,  (111) 

That  nedely  som  word  hir  moste  asterte ; 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doun  to  a  mareys  faste  by  she  ran  ;     970 
Til  she  came  there,  hir  herte  was  a-fyre, 
And,  as  a  bitore  bombleth  in  the  myre, 
She  leyde  hir  mouth  un-to  the  water  doun : 
*  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 

8oun,»  (118)  974 

Quod  she,  *  to  thee  I  telle  it,  and  name ; 
Myn  housbond  hath  longe  asses  eres  two ! 
Kow  is  myn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  cute ; 
I  mighte  no  longer  kepe  it,  out  of  doute.* 
Heer  Aay  ye  se,  thogh  we  a  tyme  abyde. 
Yet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  conseil  hyde ; 
Hie  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  wol  here, 
Bedeth  Ovyde,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere. 
This  knight,  of  which  my  tale  is  spe- 

.  clally,  983 
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Whan  that  he  saugh  he  xnighte  nat  come 

therby, 
This  is  to  seye,  what  womznen  loven  moost, 
With-iime  his  bxest  ftil  sorwefol  was  the 

goost;  (130)  986 

Bat   hoozn   he   gooth,    he    xnighte    nat 

sojoome. 
The  day  was  come,  that  hoomwacd  moste 

he  tonrne, 
And  in  his  wey  it  happed  him  to  ryde, 
In  al  this  care,  under  a  forest-«yde,     990 
Wher-as  he  sangh  up-on  a  dannoe  go 
Of  ladies  foore  and  twenty,  and  yet  mo ; 
Toward  the  whiche  daonoo  he  drow  fnl 

yeme, 
In  hope  that  som  wisdom  sholde  he  leme. 
But  certeinly,  er  he  came  fully  there,  995 
Vanisshed  was  this  daonoe,  he  nlste  where. 
No  creature  sangh  he  that  bar  lyf,  (141) 
Save  on  the  grene  he  sangh  sittinge  a  wyf ; 
A  fonlor  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyse. 
Agayn  the  knight  this  olde  wyf  gan  ryse, 
And  seyde,  *  sir  knight,  heer-forth  ne  lyth 

no  wey,  looi 

Tel  me,  what  that  ye  seken,  by  yonr  fey  ? 
JParaventore  it  may  the  bettre  be ; 
Thise  olde  folk  can  mnchol  thing,'  quod 

she. 
*My  leve  mooder,*  quod  this  knight 

certeyn,  1005 

*  I  nam  bnt  deed,  bnt-if  that  I  can  seyn 
What  thing  it  is  that  wommen  most 

desyre;  (151) 

Conde  ye  me  wisse,  I  wdde  wel  quyte 
your  hyre/ 
*  Plight  me  thy  tronthe,  heer  in  myn 
hand,'  qnod  she, 

*  The  nezte  thing  that  I  reqnere  thee,  loio 
Thon  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy  might ; 
And  I  wol  telle  it  yow  er  it  be  night.' 

'  Have  heer  my  trouthe,'  qnod  the  knight, 

*  I  grante.' 
*Thanne,'  qnod  she,   'I  dar  me  wel 

ayante, ,  1014 

Thy  lyf  is  sanf,  for  I  wol  stondo  therby, 
Up-on  my  lyf,  the  queen  wol  seye  as  L 
Lat  see  which  is  the  proudeste  of  hem 

alle,  (161) 

That  wereth  on  a  coverchief  or  a  calle, 
That  dar  seye  nay,  of  that  I  shal  thee 

teche; 


Lat  us  go  forth  with-outen  longer  speche.' 
Tho  ronned  she  a  pistel  in  his  ere,  1021 
And  bad  him  to  be  glad,  and  have  no 

fere. 
Whan  they  be  comen  to  the  court,  this 

knight 
Seyde,   *he  had  holde   his    day,  as  he 

hadde  hight, 
And  redy  was  his  answere,*  as  he  sayde. 
Ful    many  a  noble  wyf,  and   many   a 

mayde,  (170)  losd 

And  many  a  widwe,  for  that  they  ben 

wyse, 
The  queue  hir-self  sittinge  as  a  justyse, 
Assembled  been,  his  answere  for  to  here ; 
And  afterward    this    knight   was   bodo 

appere.  1030 

To  every  wight  comanded  was  silence, 
And  that   the    knight   sholde    telle   in 

audience, 
What  thing  that  worldly  wommen  loven 

best. 
This  knight  ne  stood  nat  stille  as  doth 

a  best, 
But  to  his  questioun  anon  answerde  1055 
With  manly  voys,  that  al  the  court  it 

herde :  (180) 

*  My  lige  lady,  generally,'  quod  he, 
*  Wommen  de^^ren  to  have  sovereyntee 
As  wel  over  hir  housbond  as  hir  love. 
And  for  to  been  in  maistrie  him  above ; 
This  is  your  moste  desyr,  thogh  ye  me 

kille,  1041 

Doth  as  yow  list,  I  am  heer  at  your  wille.' 

In  al  the  court  ne  was  ther  wyf  ne 

mayde, 

Ne  widwe,  that  contraried  that  he  sayde, 

But   seyden,   *he  was  worthy  han   his 

-  lyf.'  1045 

And  with  that  word  up  stirte  the  olde 

wyf,  (190) 

Which  that  the  knight  saugh  sittinge  in 

the  grene: 
'Mercy,'  quod  she,   *my  sovereyn  lady 

queue ! 
£r  that  your  court  departe,  do  me  right. 
I  taughte  this  uiswere  un-to  the  knight ; 
For  which  he  plighte  me  his   trouthe 

there,  1051 

The  finte  thing  I  wolde  of  him  reqnere, 
He  wolde  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
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Bifore  fhe  court  than  preye  I  thee,  sir 

knight,' 
Quod  she,  *  that  thou  me  take  on-to  thy 

wyf;  1055 

For  wel  thon  woet  that  I  have  kept  thy 

lyf.  (200) 

If  I  sey  fals,  sey  nay,  ap-on  thy  fey ! ' 
This   knight    answerde,    *  alias!    and 

weylawey ! 
I  -woot  right  wel  that   swich  was   my 

biheste.  1059 

For  goddes  loye,  as  ohees  a  newe  reqneste ; 
Tak  al  my  good,  and  lat  my  body  ga' 
'Nay  than,'  quod  she,  'I  shrewe  us 

bothe  two! 
For  thogh  that  I  be  foul,  and  old,  and 

pore, 
I  nolde  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  ore, 
That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lyth  above, 
But-if  thy   wyf  I    were,   and   eek  thy 

love.'  (210)  1066 

*■  My  love? '  quod  he  ;  *  nay^  my  damp- 

naoioun  ! 
Alias !  that  any  of  my  nacloun 
Sholde  ever  so  foule  disparaged  be ! ' 
But  al  for  noght,  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 
Constreyned  was,  he   nedes  moste  hlr 

wedde ;  1071 

And  taketh  his  olde  W3rf,  and  gooth  to 

bedde. 
Now  wolden  som  men  seye,  paraventure, 
That,  for  my  necligence,  I  do  no  cure 
To  tellen  yow  the  joye  and  al  th'array 
That  at  the  feste  was  that  ilke  day.    (aao) 
To  whiohe  thing  shortly  answere  I  shal ; 
I  seye,  ther  nas  no  joye  ne  feste  at  al, 
Ther  nas  but  hevinesse  and  muche  sorwe ; 
For  prively  he  wedded  hir  on  a  morwe. 
And  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  oule ; 
So  wo  was  him,  his  wyf  looked  so  foule. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knight  hadde  in 

his  thoght, 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  a-bedde  y- 

broght ;  1084 

He  walweth,  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro. 
His  olde  wyf  lay  smylinge  evermo,     (ajo) 
And  seyde,  '  o  dere  housbond,  htn'cUel 
Fazeth  every  knight  thus  with  his  wyf 

as  ye? 
Is  this  the  lawe  of  king  Arthures  hous  ? 
Is  every  knight  of  his  so  dangerous  ?  1090 


I  am  your  owene  love  and  eek  your  wyf; 
I  am  she,  which  that  saved  hath  your  lyf; 
And  certes,  yet  dide  I  yow  never  unright ; 
Why  fieure  ye  thus  with  me  this  firste  night  ? 
Ye  faren  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit ;  1095 
What  is  my  gilt?  for  godd's  love,  tel 
me  it,  (240) 

And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 

*  Amended  ? '  quod  this  knight,  '  alias ! 

nay,  nay ! 
It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo ! 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  old  also,    i  luu 
And  ther-to  oomen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde. 
That  litel  wonder  Ib,  thogh  I  walwe  and 

winde. 
So  wolde  god  myn  herte  wolde  breete  ! ' 
'Is  this,'  quod  she,  'the  cause  of  your 

unreste?'  1104 

*  Ye,  certainly,*  quod  he,  *  no  wonder  is.* 
'  Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  '  I  coude  amende 

al  this,  (350) 

If  that  me  liste,  er  it  were  dayes  three. 
So  wel  ye  mighte  here  yow  un-to  me. 

But  for  ye  speken  of  swich  gentillesee 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  rioheese,     mo 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gentil  men, 
Swich  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hen. 
Loke  who  that  is  most  vertuous  alway, 
Privee  and  apert,  and  most  entendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can,      11 15 
And    tak   him   for  the    grettest    gentil 

man.  (260) 

Crist  wol,  we  clayme  of  him  our  gentil- 


Nat  of  our  eldres  for  hir  old  richesse. 
For  thogh  they  yeve  us  al  hir  heritage. 
For  which  we  clayme  t*  been  of  heigh 

parage,  "20 

Yet  may  they  nat  biquethe,  for  northing, 
To  noon  of  us  hir  vertuous  living, 
That  made  hem  gentil  men  y-called  be ; 
And  bad  us  folwen  hem  in  swich  degree. 

Wel  can  the  wyse  poete  of  Florence, 
That  highte  Dant, speken  in  this  sentence; 
Lo  in  swich  manor  rym  is  Dantes  tale : 
"Ful  selde  up  lyseth  by  his  branches 

smale  (272)  "28 

Prowesse  of  man ;  for  god,  of  his  good- 

nesse, 
Wol  that  of  him  we  clayme  our  gentil- 

lesse;"  "3° 
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For    of    onr    eldres    may    we    no-thing 

claynxe  113' 

Bnt  temporel  thing,  that  man  may  horte 

and  mayme. 
Eek  every  wight  wot  thi«  as  wel  as  I, 
If  gentillesse  were  planted  natnrelly 
Un-to  a  certeyn  linage,  donn  the  lyne, 
Privee  ne  apert,  than  wolde  they  never 

fyne  (380)  1136 

To  doon  of  gentillesse  the  faire  offyce ; 
They  mighte  do  no  vileinjre  or  vyce. 

Tak  fyr,  and  ber  it  in  the  derkeste  hons 
Bitwix  this  and  the  mount  of  Ganoasos, 
And  lat  men  shette  the  dores  and  go 

thenne;  ii-|i 

Yet  wol  the  fyr  as  faire  lye  and  brenne, 
As  twenty  thousand  men  mighte  it  biholde ; 
His  office  naturel  ay  wol  it  holde, 
Up  peril  of  my  l3rf,  til  thatb  it  dye.        1145 
Heer  may  ye  see  wel,  how  that  genteiye 
Is  nat  annexed  to  poesessioun,  (391) 

Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  operacioun 
Alwey,  as  dooth  the  fyr,  lo !  in  his  kinde. 
For,  god  it  woot,  men  may  wel  often  flnde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  vileinye ;  1 151 
And  he  that  wol  han  prys  of  his  gentrye 
For  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hous. 
And  hadde  hise  eldres  noble  and  vertuous. 
And  nil  himnselven  do  no  gentil  dedis,  1155 
Ne  folwe  his  gentil  aunoestre  that  deed  is, 
He  nis  nat  gentil,  be  he  duk  or  erl ;    (301) 
For  vileyns  sinful  dedes  make  a  cherL 
For  gentillesse  nis  but  renomee  1159 

Of  thyne  auncestres,  for  hir  heigh  bountee, 
Which  is  a  strange  thing  to  thy  persone. 
Thy  gentillesse  Cometh  fro  god  allone ; 
Than  comth  our  verray  gentillesse  of  grace. 
It  was  no-thing  biquethe  us  with  our  place. 
Thenketh  how  noble,  as  seith  Valerius, 
Was  thilke  Tullins  Hostilius,      (310)1166 
That  out  of  povert  roos  to  heigh  noblesse. 
Bedeth  Senek,  and  redeth  eek  BoSce, 
Ther  shnl  ye  seen  expres  that  it  no  drede  is. 
That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gentil  dedis ; 
And  therfore,  leve  housbond,  I  thus  con- 
clude, 1 171 
Al  were  it  that  myne  auncestres  were  rude, 
Yet  may  the  hye  god,  and  so  hope  I, 
Qrante  me  grace  to  liven  vertuously.  11 74 
Thanne  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  biginne 
To  liven  vertuously  and  weyve  sinne.  (320) 


And  ther-as  ye  of  povert  me  reprove, 
The  hye  god,  on  whom  that  we  bileve, 
In  wilful  povert  ohees  to  live  his  l3rf.  1 179 
And  certes  every  man,  mayden,  or  wyf, 
May  understonde  that  Jesus,  hevene  king, 
Ne  wolde  nat  obese  a  vicious  living. 
Glad  povert  is  an  honest  thing,  certeyn ; 
This  wol  Senek  and  othere  derkes  seyn. 
Who-so  that  halt  him  payd  of  his  poverte, 
I  holde  him  riche,  al  hadde  he  nat  a 

sherte.  (330)  1186 

He  that  coveyteth  is  a  i>ovre  wight. 
For  he  wolde  han  that  is  nat  in  his  might. 
But  he  that  noght  hath,  ne  covejrteth  have, 
Is  riche,  al-though  ye  holde  him  but  a 

knave.  1190 

Verray  povert,  it  singeth  proprely  ,* 
Juvenal  seith  of  povert  merily  : 
"The  povre  man,  whan  he  goth  by  the 

weye, 
Bifore  the  theves  he  may  singe  and  pleye." 
Povert  is  hateftd  good,  and,  as  I  gesse,  1 195 
A  ful  greet  bringer  out  of  bisinesse ;  (340) 
A  greet  amender  eek  of  sapience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  pacienoe.  - 
Povert  is  this,  al>though  it  seme  elenge : 
Possessioun,  that  no  wight  wol  ohalenge. 
Povert  ful  ofbe,  whan  a  man  is  lowe,  1201 
Maketh  his  god  and  eek  him-self  to  knowe. 
Povert  a  spectacle  is,  as  thinketh  me, 
Thurgh  which  he  may  his  verray  frendes 

OAA 

And  therfore,  sire,  sin  that  I  noght  yow 

greve,  1205 

Of  my  povert  na-more  ye  me  repreve.  (3^) 

Now,  sire,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me ; 
And  certes,  sire,  thogh  noon  auotoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honour 
Seyn  that  men  sholde  an  old  wight  doon 
favour,  12 10 

And  depe  him  fader,  for  your  gentillesse ; 
And  auctours  shal  I  flnden,  as  I  gesse. 

Now  ther  ye  seye,  ^h&t  I  am  foul  and  old. 
Than  drede  you  noght  to  been  a  ookewold ; 
For  filthe  and  elde,  al-so  mote  I  thee,  1215 
Been  grete  wardeyns  up^n  chastitee.  (360) 
But  nathelees,  sin  I  knowe  your  delyt, 
I  shal  fulfille  your  worldly  appetyt. 

Ghees  now,*  quod  she,  *oon  of  thise 
thinges  tweye,  1219 

To  han  me  foul  and  old  til  that  I  deye. 
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And  be  to  3;row  a  trewe  homblo  wyf, 
And  never  yow  displese  in  td  my  lyf, 
Or  elles  ye  wol  ban  me  yong  and  fair, 
And  take  your  aventare  of  the  repair  1224 
That  shal  be  to  your  boos,  by-caose  of  me, 
Or  in  som  other  plaoe^  may  wel  be.    (370) 
Now  chees  yonr-selven,  whether  that  yow 

lyketh.' 
This   knight   avyseth   him  and   Bore 

^keth, 
But  atte  laste  ha  aeyde  in  this  manere, 
'  My  lady  and  Toy  love,  and  wyf  so  dere, 
I  put  me  in  3^ur  wyse  governance ;    1231 
Cheseth  yonr-self,  which  may  be  most 

plesance, 
And  most  honour  to  yow  and  me  also. 
I  do  no  fors  the  whether  of  the  two ; 
For  as  yow  lyketh,  it  suffiaeth  ma*      1335 

*  Thanne  have  I  gete  of  yow  maistrye,* 

quod  she,  (380) 

*  Sin  I  may  cheoe,  and  governe  as  me  lest? ' 

*  Ye,  certes,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  I  holde  it 

best.' 
*Kis  me,'  quod  she,  *  we  be  no  lenger 

wrothe ;  1239 

For,  by  my  tronthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow  bothe, 
This  is  to  seyn,  ye,  bothe  fiEtir  and  good. 
I  prey  to  god  that  I  mot  sterven  wood, 


But  I  to  yow  be  al-so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf,  sin  that  the  world  was 

newe. 
And,  but  I  be  to-mom  as  fair  to  sene  1245 
As  any  lady,  empeiyoe,  or  queue,       (390) 
That  is  bitwise  the  est  and  eke  the  west. 
Doth  with  my  lyf  and  deeth  right  as  yow 

lest 
Cast  up  the  curtin,  loke  how  that  it  is.' 
And  whan  the  knight  saugh  verraily  al 

this,  1250 

That  she  so  fair  was,  and  so  yong  tiier-to. 
For  joye  he  hente  hir  in  his  armes  two, 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse ; 
A  thousand  tyme    a-rewe   he  gan    hir 

kisse. 
And  she  obeyed  him  in  eveiy  thing     1255 
That  mighte  doon  him  plesance  or  lyking. 
And  thus  they  live,  un-to  hir  lyves 

ende,  (401) 

In  parfit  joye ;  and  Jesu  Crist  us  sende 
Housbondee  meke,  yonge,  and  fresshe  a- 

bedde,  1259 

And  grace  t'overbyde  hem  that  we  wedde. 
And  eek  I  preye  Jesu  shorte  hir  lyves 
That  wol  nat  be  governed  by  hir  wyves ; 
And  olde  and  angry  nigardes  of  dispence, 
Gk>d  sende  hem  sone  verray  pestilence. 


Here  endetli  the  Wy^ee  Tale  of  Bathe. 


THE   FRIAR'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Freres  tale. 


This  worthy  limitour,thi8nobleFreTe,  1265 
He  made  alwey  a  manor  louring  chere 
Upon  the  Somnour,  but  for  honestee 
No  vileyns  word  as  yet  to  him  spak  he. 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  un-to  the  Wyf, 
'Dame,'  quod  he,  'god  yeve  yow  right 
good  lyf!  1370 

Te  han  heer  touched,  al-so  mote  I  thee. 
In  soole-matere  greet  diffioultee ; 


Ye  han  s^yd  muchel  thing  right  wel,  I 
seye;  (9) 

But  dame,  here  as  we  ryden  hy  the  weye, 
Us  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game,  1275 
And  lete  auctoritees,  on  goddes  name. 
To  preching  and  to  scole  eek  of  clergye. 
But  if  it  lyke  to  this  companye, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somnour  telle  a  game.  1379 
Fftrdee,  ye  may  wel  knowe  hy  the  name, 
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That  of  a    somnonr  may  no  good  be 

sayd; 
I  praye  that  noon  of  yon  be  yvel  apayd. 
A  soznnoor  is  a  renner  np  and  donn 
With  mandemente  for  fomicaoiotin,    (20) 
And  is  y-bet  at  every  tonnes  ende/     1285 
Our  host  tho  ^wik,  *a!  sirei  ye  sholde 

be  hende 
And  cnrteys,  as  a  man  of  your  estaat ; 
In  companye  we  wol  have  no  debaat. 
Telleth  your  tale,  and  lat  the  Somnonr 

be.' 


'Nay,'   qnod  the   Somnonr,   'lat  him 
seye  to  me  1290 

What  so  him  list ;  whan  it  oomth  to  my  lot, 
By  god,  I  shal  him  quyten  every  grot. 
I  shal  him  tellen  which  a  greet  hononr  (39) 
It  is  to  be  a  flateringe  limitonr ;     [T.  6876 
And  his  office  I  shnl  him  telle,  y-wis.' 

[T.  6879 
Our  host  answorde,  'pees,  na-more  of 
this.'  1396 

And  after  this  he  seyde  nn-to  the  Frere, 
'  Tel  forth  yonr  tale,  leve  maister  deere.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Frere. 


THE    FRERES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Freres  tale. 


Whilom  ther  was  dwellinge  in  my  oontree 

An  erchedeken,  a  man  of  heigh  degree. 

That  boldely  dido  execncionn  1301 

In  punisshinge  of  fomicacionn. 

Of  wicchecraft,  and  eek  of  bandeiye, 

Of  diffamaoionn,  and  avoatrye, 

Of  chirche-reves,  and  of  testaments,    1305 

Of  oontractes,  and  of  lakke  of  sacraments. 

And  eek  of  many  another  manor  cryme 

[T.  om. 
Which  nedeth  nat  rehercen  at  this  tyme ; 

[T.om. 
Of  nsore,  and  of  eymonye  also.  (11) 

Bat  certes,  lechonrs  dide  he  grettest  wo ; 
They  sholde  singen,  if  that  they  were 

hent;  131 1 

And  smale  tytheres  weren  fonle  y-shent. 
If  any  persone  wolde  np-on  hem  pleyne, 
Tiior  mighte  asterte   him  no  pecunial 

peyne. 
For  smale  tythes  and  for  smal  offringe  13 15 
Ho  made  the  peple  pitonsly  to  singe. 
For  er  the  bisshop  caughte  hem  with  his 

hook, 


They  weren  in  the  erohedeknes  book.  (20) 
Thanne  hadde  he,  thnrgh  his  jarisdio* 

cionn, 
Power  to  doon  on  hem  oorreccionn.    1320 
He  hadde  a  Somnonr  redy  to  his  hond, 
A  slyer  boy  was  noon  in  Engelond ; 
For  snbtilly  he  hadde  his  espiaille, 
That  tanghte  him,  wher  that  him  mighte 

availle.  1334 

He  conde  spare  of  lechonrs  oon  or  two. 
To  techen  him  to  foure  and  twenty  mo. 
For  thogh  this  Somnonr  wood  were  as  an 

hare. 
To  telle  his  harlotrye  I  wol  nat  spare ;  (30) 
For  we  been  ont  of  his  correccioun ; 
They  han  of  us  no  jnrisdiocioun,         1330 
Ne  never  shnllen,  terme  of  alle  hir  lyves. 
'Peter!  so  been  the  wommen  of  the 

styves,* 
Qnod  the  Somnonr, '  y-pnt  out  of  my  cure ! ' 
'  Pees,  with  mischance  and  with  mis- 

aventure,' 
Thns  seyde  onr  host,  'and  lat  him  telle 

his  tale.  1335 
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Now  telleth  forth,  thogh  that  the  Som- 

noor  galOf 
Xe  spareth  nat,  myn  owene  maister  dere.* 
This  false  theef,  this  Somnonr,  quod 

the  Frere,  (40) 

Hadde  alwey  baades  redy  to  his  hond. 
As  any  hank  to  lore  in  Engelond,       1340 
That  tolde  him  al  the  secree  that  they 

knewe ; 
For  hir  acqueyntanoe  was  nat  oome  of- 

newe. 
They  weren  hise  approwours  prively ; 
He  took  hioof^elf  a  greet  profit  therby ; 
His  maister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
With-onten  mandement,  a  lowed  man  1346 
He  coade  somne,  on  pesme  of  Cristes  curs, 
And  they  were  gladde  for  to   fille  his 

pnrs,  (50) 

And  make  him  grete  festes  atte  nale. 
And  right  as  Jndas  hadde  parses  smale, 
And  was  a  theef^  right  swich  a  theef  was 

he;  1351 

His  maister  hadde  bat  half  his  dnfitee. 
He  was,  if  I  shal  yeven  him  his  laade, 
A  theef,  and  eek  a  Somnonr,  and  a  bande. 
Ho  hadde  eek  wenches  at  his  retenae,  1355 
That,  whether  that  sir  Robert  or  sir  Hnwe, 
Or  Jakke,  or  Baaf,  or  who40  that  it  were, 
That  lay  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his  ere; 
Thns  was  the  wenohe  and  he  of  oon  as- 
sent. (61) 
And  he  wolde  feoche  a  foyned  mande- 

ment,  1360 

And  somne  hem  to  the  chapitre  bothe  two, 
And  pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wenohe  go. 
Thanne  wolde  ho  seye,  *  frend,  I  shal  for 

thy  sake  1363 

Do  stryken  hir  oat  of  oar  lettres  blake; 
Thee  thar  na-more  as  in  this  oas  travaille ; 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  availle.* 
Certeyn  he  knew  of  bryberyee  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  jreres  two.  (70) 
For  in  this  world  nis  dogge  for  the  bowe. 
That  can  an  hart  deer  from  an    hool 
y-knowe,  1370 

Bet  than  this  Somnonr  knew  a  sly  lechoor. 
Or  an  avoater,  or  a  paramoar. 
And,  for  that  was  the  frait  of  al  his  rente, 
Therfore  on  it  he  sette  al  his  entente. 

And  so  bifel,  that  ones  on' a  day      1375 
This  Soomoar,  ever  waiting  on  his  pray, 


Bood  for  to  sonme  a  widwe,  an  old  ribybe, 
Feyninge  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  biybe.  (80) 
And  happed  that  he  sangh  bifore  him  ry de 
A  gay  yeman,  nnder  a  forest-syde.  1380 
A  bowe  he  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene ; 
He  hadde  ap-on  a  coartepy  of  grene ; 
An  hat  np-on  his  heed  with  frenges  blake. 
*Sir,'  qnod  this  Somnonr,  *hayl!  and 

wel  a-take ! ' 
*Wel-come,'  quod  he,  *and  every  good 

felawe !  1385 

Wher  lydestow  nnder  this  grene  shawe  ? ' 
Seyde  this  yeman,  *  wiltow  fer  to  d^? ' 
This  Somnonr  him  answerde,  and  seyde, 

•nay;  (90) 

Heer  faste  by,*  qaod  he,  *  is  myn  entente 
To  lyden,  for  to  reysen  np  a  rente      1390 
That  longeth  to  my  lordes  dnfltee.* 
'Artow  thanne  a  bailly?'    'Ye!' qnod 

he. 
He  dorste  nat,  for  verray  fllthe  and  shame, 
Seye  that  he  was  a  somnonr,  for  the 

name. 
^ Depardieux,*  qnod  this,  jreman,  'dere 

brother,  1395 

Thon  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  nnknowen  as  in  this  contree ;  (99) 
Of  thyn  aqnejmtance  I  wolde  praye  thee, 
And  eek  of  brotherhede,  if  that  yow  lestei 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  comen  in  oar  shyre, 
Al  shal  be  thjm,  right  as  thon  wolt  desyro.* 
*  Qrantmercy,'  quod  this  Somnonr,  '  by 

my  feith !  * 

Everioh  in  otheres  hand  his  troutho  leith, 

For  to  be  swome  bretheren  til  they  deye. 

In  daliance  they  ryden  forth  hir  weye.  1406 

This  Somnonr,  which  that  was  as  ful 

of  jangles, 
As  ful  of  venim  been  thise  wariangles,  ( 1 10) 
And  ever  enquering  np-on  every  thing, 
*  Brother,*  quod  he,  *  where  is  now  your 

dwelling,  14 10 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholde  yow  seche  ?  * 

This  yeman   him   answerde  in   sofbe 

speche, 
'Brother,'  quod  he,   *fer  in  the  north 

contree, 
Wher,  as  I  hope,  som-tyme  I  shal  thee  see. 
Er  we  departs,  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wisse. 
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That  of  myn  hons   ne   Bhaltow  never 

xnisse.'  1416 

*  NoWf  brother,'  quod  thia  Somnonr,  '  I 

yow  preye, 
Toche  me,  whyl  that  we  ryden  by  the 

weye,  (lao) 

Sin  that  yerbeen  a  baillif  as  am  I, 
Som  subtilteef  and  tel  me  feithfnlly    1410 
In  myn  o£^ce  how  I  may  most  winne ; 
And  spareth  nat  for  conscience  ne  ainne, 
Bnt  R8  my  brother  tel  me,  how  do  ye  ? ' 
'Now,  by  my  trouthe,  brother  dere,' 

seyde  he, 
'  Ab  I  8hal  tellen  thee  a  feithfol  tale,  1425 
My  wages  been  fdl  streite  and  ful  smale. 
\Ly  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous, 
And  myn  Cfffyoe  is  taX  laborons ;  (130) 

And  therfore  by  eztorcions  I  live. 
For  sothe,  I  take  al  that  men  wol  me 

yive ;  1430 

Algate,  by  sleyghte  or  by  violence, 
Fro  yeer  to  yeer  I  winne  al  my  diapence. 
I  can  no  bettre  telle  feithfriUy.' 

'Now,  certes,'  qnod  this  Somnoor,  *so 

fii>rel; 
I  spare  nat  to  taken,  god  it  woot,        1435 
Bnt-if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot. 
What  I  may  gete  in  oonseil  prively, 
No  maner  conscience  of  that  have  I ;  (140) 
Nere  myn  extorcionn,  I  mighte  nat  liven, 
Ne  of  swiche  japes  wol  I  nat  be  shriven. 
Stomak  ne  conscience  ne  knowe  I  noon ; 
I  shrewe  thise  shrifbe-fadres  everic^oon. 
Wei  be  we  met,  by  god  and  by  seint 

Jamet 
Bat,  leve  brother,  tel  me  than  thy  name,' 
Quod  this  Somnoor;  and  in  this  mene 

whyle,  1445 

This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle. 
'  Brother,'  qnod  he,  '  wiltow  that  I  thee 

teUe? 
I  am  a  feend,  my  dwelling  is  in  helle.  (150) 
And  here  I  ryde  about  my  purchasing. 
To  wite  wher  men  wolde  yeve  me  any 

thing.  1450 

My  purchas  is  th'efEect  of  al  my  rente. 
Loke  how  thou  rydest  for  the  same  en> 

tente. 
To  winne  good,  thou  rekkest  never  how ; 
Bight  so  fare  I,  for  ryde  wolde  I  now 
Un-to  the  worldes  ende  for  a  preye.'    1455 


'  A,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *  bm^cUe^  what 

sey  ye? 
I  wende  ye  were  a  yeman  trewely. 
Ye  han  a  mannee  shap  as  wel  as  I ;    (160) 
Han  ye  fig^ure  than  determlnat 
In  helle,  ther  ye  been  in  your  estat  ? '  1460 
'Nay,  certeinly,'  quod  he,  'ther  have 

we  noon ; 
But  whan  us  lyketh,  we  can  take  us  oon. 
Or  ^ea  make  yow  seme  we  ben  shape 
Som-tyme  lyk  a  man,  or  lyk  an  ape ; 
Or  lyk  an  angel  can  I  lyde  or  go.        1465 
It  is  no  wonder  thing  thogh  it  be  so ; 
A  lousy  jogelour  can  deceyve  thee, 
And  pardee,  yet  can  I  more  crafb  than 

he.'  (170) 

'Why,'  quod  the  Somnoor,  'ryde  ye 

thanne  or  goon  1469 

In  sondry  shap,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon  ? ' 
'  For  we,'  quod  he, '  wol  us  swioh  formes 

make 
As  most  able  is  our  pr^es  for  to  take.' 
'  What  maketh  yow  to  han   al  this 

labour?' 
'  Ful  many  a  cause,  leve  sir  Somnour,' 
Seyde  this  feend,  'but  alle  thing  hath 

tyme.  1475 

The  day  is  short,  and  it  is  passed  pryme, 
And  yet  ne  wan  I  no-thing  in  this  day. 
I  wol  entende  to  winnen,  if  I  may,     (180) 
And  nat  entende  our  wittes  to  declare. 
For,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare  1480 
To  understonde,  al-thogh  I  tolde  hem  thee. 
But,  for  thou  axest  why  labouren  we ; 
For,  som-tyme,  we  ben  goddes  instru- 
ments. 
And  menes  to  don  his  oomandements, 
Whan  that  him  list,  up-on  his  creatures, 
In  divers  art  and  in  divers  figures,     i486 
With-onten  him  we  have  no  might,  cer- 

tayn,  (189) 

If  that  him  list  to  stonden  ther-agayn. 
And  som-^pme,  at  our  prayere,  han  we  leve 
Only  the  body  and  nat  the  soule  greve ; 
Witnesse  on  Job,  whom  that  we  diden 

wo.  1491 

And  som-tyme  han  we  might  of  bothe  two. 
This  is  to  seyn,  of  soule  and  body  eke. 
And  somtyme  be  we  suf^ed  for  to  seke 
Up-on  a  man,  and  doon  his  soule  unreste. 
And  nat  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  beste. 
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Whan  he  withstandeth  onr  texaptacionn, 
It  is  a  oanse  oi  his  sayaoioun ;  (200) 

Al-be-it  that  it  was  nat  oar  entente 
He  sholde  be  saiif,  bat  that  we  wolde 
hixn  hente.  1500 

And  som-tyme  be  we  servant  nn-to  man, 
As  to  the  erohebisshop  Seint  Donstan 
And  to  the  apostles  servant  eek  was  L* 
*  Yet  tel  me,'  qaod  the  Somnoor,  *  feith- 
faUy, 
Make  ye  yow  newe  bodies  thos  alway  7505 
Of  elements  ?  *  the  feend  answerde,  '  nay ; 
Som-tyme  we  feyne,  uid  som-tyme  we 

aryse 
With  dede  bodies  in  ftil  sondiy  wyse,  (210) 
And  speke  &a  renably  and  faire  and  wel 
As  to  the  Phitonissa  dide  Samnel.       1510 
And  yet  wol  som  men  seye  it  was  nat  he ; 
I  do  no  fors  of  yonr  divinitee. 
But  o  thing  waine  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  jape. 
Thou  wolt  al^ates  wite  how  we  ben  shape ; 
Thoa  shalt  her-eiterward,  my  brother 
dere,  1515 

Com  ther  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to  lere. 
For  thoa  shalt  by  thyn  owene  experience 
Conne  in  a  chayer  rede  of  this  sentence 
Bet  than  Virgyle,  why!  he  was  on  Ijrve, 
Or  Dant  also ;  now  lat  as  ryde  bly ve.  1520 
For  I  wol  holde  companye  with  thee  (323) 
Til  it  be  so,  that  thoa  forsake  me.' 

'Nay,*  qaod  this  Somnoar,  Hhat  shal 
nat  bityde ; 
I  am  a  yeman,  knowen  is  fal  wyde  ; 
My  troathe  wol  I  holde  as  in  this  cas.  1525 
For  though  thou  were  the  devel  Sathanas, 
My  troathe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother. 
As  I  am  sworn,  and  ech  of  us  til  other  (230) 
For  to  be  trewe  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  we  goon  abouten  oar  parchas. 
Tak  thou  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 
thee  yive,  1531 

And  I  shal  myn ;  thus  may  we  bothe  live. 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  more  than 

other, 
Lat  him  be  trewe,  and  parte  it  with  his 
brother.' 
'  I  graunte,'  quod  the  deyel,  *  by  my  fey.' 
And  with  that  word  they  ryden  forth  hir 
wey.  1536 

And  right  at  the  entring  of  the  tonnes 
ende, 


To  which  this  Somnoar  shoop  him  for  to 

wende,  (240) 

They  sangh  a  cart,  that  charged  was  with 

hey. 

Which  that  a  carter  droof  forth  in  his  wey. 

Deep  was  the  wey,  for  which  the  carte 

stood.  1541 

The  carter  smoot,  and  cryde,  as  he  were 

wood, 
'  Hayt,  Brok !  hayt,  Scot !  what  spare  ye 

for  the  stones? 
The  feend,*  quod  he,  *yow  fecche  body 

and  bones, 

As  ferforthly  as  ever  were  ye  foled !    1545 

So  mnche  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  tholed ! 

The  devel  have  al,  bothe  hors  and  cart 

and  hey ! ' 

This  Somnoar  seyde,   *heer  shal  wo 

have  a  pley ;  *  (^50) 

And  neer  the  feend  he  drough,  as  noght 

ne  were, 
Fal  prively,  and  rouned  in  his  ere :     1550 
'Herkne,   my   brother,   herkne,   by  thy 

feith ; 
Herestow  nat  how  that  the  carter  seith  ? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  yeve  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  eek  hise  caples 
three.' 
*  Nay,*  quod  the  devel,  '  god  wot,  never 
a  deel ;  1555 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trust  me  weeL 
Axe  him  thynself,  if  thou  nat  trowest  me, 
Or  elles  stint  a  while,  and  thou  shalt 
see.*  (260) 

This  carter  thakketh  his  hors  upon  the 
croupe, 
And  they  bigonnc  drawen  and  to-stoupe ; 
'  Heyt,  now ! '  quod  he,  '  ther  Jesu  Crist 
yow  blesse,  156 1 

And  al  his  handwork,  bothe  more  and 

lesse! 
That  was  wel  twight,  myn  owere  lyard 

boy! 
I  i^ray  god  save  tiiee  and  sSynt  Ley ! 
Now  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slow,  pardee ! ' 
'Lo!  brother,*  quod  the  feend,  *what 
toldelthee?  1566 

Heer  may  ye  see,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
The  carl  spak  00  thing,  bat  he  thc^hte 
another.  (270) 

Lat  ns  go  forth  abouten  oar  yiage ; 
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Heer  vrinne  I  no-thing  np-on  oariage.' 
Whan  that  they  oomen  som-what  ont 
of  tonne,  1571 

ThiB  Somnonr  to  his  brother  gan  to  xonne, 

*  Brother/  quod  he,  *heer  woneth  an  old 

rebekke, 
That  hadde  ahnost  as  Uef  to  leae  hir  nekke 
Ab  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hir  good.        1575 
I  wol  han  twelf  pens,  though  that  she  be 

wood, 
Or  I  wol  sompne  hir  nn-to  our  ofiyoe ; 
And  yet,  god  voot,  of  hir  hnowe  I  no 

vyce.  (280) 

But  for  thou  canst  nat,  as  in  this  oontree, 
Winne  thy  cost,  tak  heer  ensample  of 

me.'  X580 

This  Soxnnour  clappeth  at  the  widwes 

gate. 

*  Com  out,*  quod  he,  *  thou  olde  viritrate ! 
I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere  or  preest 

with  thee !  * 
*Who  clappeth?'   s^yde  this  widwe, 

'hen'cUel 
God  save  you,  sire,  what  is  your  swete 

wille?'  1585 

*I  have,'  quod  he,  *of  somonoe  here 

abiUe; 
Up  peyne  of  cursing,  loke  that  thou  be 
To-mom  bifore  the  erohedeknes  knee  (290) 
Panswere  to  the  court  of  certesm  thinges.' 
*  Now,  lord,'  quod  she,  *  Grist  Jesn,  king 

of  kinges,  1590 

So  wisly  helpe  me,  as  I  ne  may. 
I  have  been  syk,  and  that  ful  many  a  day. 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,'  quod  she,  *  ne  ryde, 
But  I  be  deed,  so  priketh  it  in  my  ^yde. 
Hay  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sir  Somnour,     1595 
And  answere  there,  l^  my  procntour. 
To  swich  thing  as  men  wol  opposen  me  ? ' 
*Ti8,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *i>ay  anon, 

lat  se,  (300) 

Twelf  pens  to  me,  and  I  wol  thee  acquyte. 
I  shall  no  profit  han  ther-by  but  lyte ;  1600 
My  maiBter  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  I, 
Com  of,  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily ; 
Tif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  longer  tarie.' 
'Twelf  pens,'   quod   she,    'now  lady 

Seinte  Marie 
So  wisly  help  me  out  of  care  and  sinne. 
This  wyde  world  thogh  that  I  sholde 

winne,  1606 


Ne  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  with-inne  myn 

hold.  (309) 

Te  knowen  wel  that  I  am  povre  and  old ; 

Kythe  your  almesse  on  me  povre  wreoche.' 

*  Nay  than,'  quod  he,  '  the  foule  feend 

me  feoche  1610 

If  I  th'excuse,  though  thou  shul  be  spilt ! ' 

'  Alas,'  quod  she,  '  god  woot,  I  have  no 

gilt.' 
*Fay  me,'  quod  he,  'or  by  the  swete 

seinte  Anne, 
As  I  wol  here  aw^  thy  newe  panne 
For  dette,  which  that  thou  owest  me  of 

old,  1615 

Whan  that  thou  madest  thyn  housbond 

ookewold, 
I  payde  at  hoom  for  thy  oorreocioun.' 
*Thou  lixt,'  quod  she,  'by  my  sava- 

cioun !  (320) 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  widwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  un-to  your  court  in  al  my  lyf ; 
Ne  never  I  nas  but  of  my  body  trewe !  1621 
Un-to  the  devel  blak  and  rough  of  hewe 
Teve  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also ! ' 

And  whan  the  devel  herde  hir  cursen  so 

Up-on  hir  knees,  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  Now  Mabely,  myn  owene  moder  dere,  1626 

Is  this  your  wil  in  emest,  that  ye  seye?' 

'The  devel,'  quod  she,  'so  feoche  him 

er  he  deye,  (330) 

And  panne  and  al,  but  he  wol  him  re* 

pente ! '  1629 

'  Nay,  olde  stot,  that  is  nat  myn  entente,' 
Quod  this  Somnour,  '  for  to  repente  me, 
For  any  thing  that  I  have  had  of  thee ; 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  every 

dooth!' 
'  Now,  brother,'  quod  the  devel,  '  be  nat 

wrooth; 
Thy  body  and  tiiis  panne  ben  myne  by 

right  163s 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  yet  to-night, 
Where  thou  shi^t  knowen  of  our  privotee 
More  than  a  maister  of  divinitee : '  (340) 
And  with  that  word  this  foule  feend  him 

hente ;  1639 

Body  and  sonle,  he  with  the  devel  wente 
Wher-as  ihat  somnours  han  hir  heritage. 
And  god,  that  maked  after  his  image 
Mankinde,  save  and  gyde  us  alle  and 

some; 
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And   leye  this  Somnonr  good   num  to 

bioome ! 
Lordinges,  I  ooade  ban  told  yow,  qnod 

this  Erere,  1645 

Hadde  I  had  le^Ber  for  this  Soznnonr  here, 
After  the  text  of  Grist  [and]  Pool  and  John, 
And  of  oar  othere  dootoan  many  oon, 
Sviche  peynes,  that  your  hertes  mighte 

agryse,  (35O 

Al-be-it  80,  no  tonge  may  devyse,        1650 
Thogh  that  I  mighte  a  thousand  winter 

teUe, 
The  peyne  of  thilke  enrsed  hons  of  helle. 
But,  for  to  kepe  us  fro  that  cursed  place, 
Waketh,  and  preyeth  Jesu  for  his  grace 


80  kepe  us  fro  the  tonptour  Sathanas.  1655 
Herketh  this  word,  heth  war  as  in  this 

oas; 
The  leoun  sit  in  his  await  alway 
To  slee  the  innocent,  if  that  he  may.  (560) 
Dispoeeth  ay  your  hertes  to  withstonde 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  make  thral 

and  bonde.  1660 

He  may  nat  tempten  yow  over  your  might ; 
For  Crist  wol  be  your  champion  and 

knight. 
And  prayeth  thai  thise  Somnours  hem 

repente 
Of  hir  misdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente. 


Here  endeth  the  Fre^  tale. 


THE   SOMNOUR'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Somnours  Tale, 


This  Somnour  in  his  stiropes  hjre  stood ; 
Up-on  this  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood, 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quook  for  yre. 
'  Lordinges,*  quod  he,  '  but  o  thing  I 
decQnre; 
I  yow  biseke  that,  of  your  ourteisye, 
Sin  ye  han  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,  1670 
As  suffereth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle  ! 
This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knoweth  helle, 
And  god  it  woot,  that  it  is  litel  wonder ; 
Freres  and  feendes  been  but  lyte  a-tonder. 
For  pardee,  ye  han  ofte  tyme  herd  telle, 
How  that  a  frere  ravisshed  was  to  helle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visionn  ;  (13)  1677 

And  as  an  angel  ladde  him  up  and  doun. 
To  shewen  him  the  peynes  that  ther  were. 
In  al  the  place  saugh  he  nat  a  frere ;  1680 
Of  other  folk  he  saugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
Un-to  this  angel  spak  the  frere  tho  : 


((' 


Now,  sir,'*  quod  he,  *'  han  freres  swich 

a  grace  (19) 

That  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  this  place  ?  '* 

"  Tis,**  quod  this  angel,  "  many  a  mil- 

lioun ! "  1685 

And  un-to  Sathanas  he  ladde  him  doun. 
"  And  now  hath  Sathanas,"  seith  he, 

"  a  tayl 
Brodder  than  of  a  oarrik  is  the  sayL 
Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas !  '*  quod 

he,  1689 

"  Shewe  forth  thyner8,andlat  the  frere  see 
Wher  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  this  place !" 
And,  er  that  half  a  furlong-wey  of  space. 
Right  so  as  bees  out  swarmen  from  an 

hyve. 
Out  of  the  develes  en  ther gonne  diyve  (30) 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route,     1695 
And  thurgh-out  helle  swarmeden  aboute 
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And  comen  agayn,  as  faste  as  they  may 

And  in  his  ers  they  crepten  everichon. 
He  clapie  his  tayl  agayn,  and  lay  f\il  stiUe. 
This  frere,  whan  he  loked  hadde  his  flUe 
Upon  the  torments  of  this  sory  place,  1701 
His  spirit  god  restored  of  his  grace 


Un-to  his  body  agayn,  and  he  awook  ; 
But  natheles,  for  fere  yet  he  quook,    (40) 
So  was  the  develes  ers  ay  in  his  minde, 
That  is  his  heritage  of  verray  kinde.  1706 
Ood    save    yow   alle,  save  this   ooised 

Frere; 
My  prologe  wol  I  ende  in  this  manere.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Somnonre  Tale. 


THE    SOMNOURS   TALE. 


Here  blglnneth  the  Somoaoor  his  Tale. 


LoaDiHoirs,   ther  is  in  Yorkshire,   as  I 

gesse, 
A  mersshy  contree  called  Holdemesse, 
In  which  ther  wente  a  limitour  abonte,  171 1 
To  preche,  and  eek  to  begge,  it  is  no  doute. 
And  so  bifel,  that  on  a  day  this  frere 
Had  preched  at  a  chirche  in  his  manere, 
And  specially,  aboven  every  thing,      1715 
Excited  he  the  peple  in  his  preching 
To  trentnls,  and  to  yeve,  for  goddes  sake, 
Wher-with   men   mighten  holy  houses 

mako,  (10) 

Ther  as  divyne  service  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  devoured,  1720 
Ne  ther  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  be  yive. 
As  to  poBsessioners,  that  mowen  live. 
Thanked  be  god,  in  w^le  and  habundaunce. 
*  Trentals,'  seyde  he,  '  deliveren  fro  pen- 

aunce  1724 

Hir  freendes  soules,  as  wel  olde  as  yonge, 
Ye,  whan  that  they  been  hastily  y-songe  ; 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  preest  joly.  and  gay. 
He  singeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day  ;  (20) 
Delivereth  out,'  quod  he, '  anon  the  soules ; 
Ful  hard  it  is  with  fleshhook  or  with  oules 
To  been  y-clawed,  or  to  brenne  or  bake  ; 
Now  spcde  yow  hastily,  for  Cristes  sake.* 
And  whan   this  frere  had  seyd  al  his 

entente. 
With  qui  cumpatre  forth  his  wey  he  wente. 


Whan  folk  in  chirche  had  yeve  him 

what  hem  leste,  17J5 

Ho  wente  his  wey,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

reste, 
With  scrippe  and  tipped  staf,  y-tnkked 

hye ;  (29) 

In  every  hous  he  gan  to  poure  and  prye, 
And  beggeth  mele,  and  chese,  or  elles  00m. 
His  felawe  hadde  a  staf  tipped  with  horn, 
A  peyre  of  tabl^  al  of  yvory,  174 1 

And  a  poyntel  polisshed  fetisly. 
And  wroot  the  names  alwey,  as  he  stood, 
Of  alle  folk  that  yaf  him  any  good,     1744 
Ascaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  preye. 
*  Yeve  us  a  busshel  whete,  malt,  or  reye, 
A  goddes  kechil,  or  a  trip  of  oheso. 
Or  elles  what  yow  list,  we  may  nat  chese ; 
A  goddes  halfpeny  or  a  masse-peny,    (41) 
Or  yeve  us  of  your  brawn,  if  ye  have  eny ; 
A  dagon  of  your  blanket,  leve  dame,  1751 
Our  Buster  dere,  lo !  here  I  write  your  name ; 
Bacon  or  beef,  or  swich  thing  as  ye  finde.' 
A  sturdy  harlot  wente  ay  hem  bihinde, 
That  was  hir  hostes  man,  and  bar  a  sak, 
And  what  men  jraf  hem,  leyde  it  on  his 

bak.  1756 

And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  dore  anon. 
He  planed  awey  the  names  everichon  (50) 
That  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables ; 
He  served  hem  with  xiyfles  and  with  fables. 
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*Kay,  ther  thou  lixt,  Uioa  Somnonr,' 

quod  the  Frere.  1761 

^PeeSy*  quod   our    Host,    'for    Cristes 

XQoder  dere ; 
Tel  forth  thy  tale  and  spare  it  nat  at  aL* 
So  thryve  I,  quod  this  Somnour,  so  I  shal.  — 
'So  longe  he  wente  hoas  hy  hous,  til  he 
Cam  til  an  hous  ther  he  was  wont  to  he 
Refresshed  more  than   in   an  hundred 

placis.  1767 

Sik  lay  the  gode  man,  whos  that  the  place 

is;  (60) 

Bedrede  np-on  a  oouche  lowe  he  lay. 
*Deu8  hie,*  quod  he/0  Thomas,  freend, 

good  day,'  1770 

Seyde  this  frere  curteisly  and  softe. 

*  Thomas,'  quod  he,  '  god  yelde  yow !  fill 

ofte 
Have  I  up-on  this  bench  faren  ftil  weeL 
Here  have  I  eten  many  a  mery  meel ; ' 
And  fro  the  bench  he  droof  awey  the  cat, 
And  leyde  adoun  his  potente  and  his  hat, 
And  eek  his  scrippe,  and  sette  him  softe 

adoun.  1777 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  toun,  (70) 

Porth  with  his  knave,  in-to  that  hosteliye 

Wher-as  ho  shoop  him  thiike  night  to  lye. 

'  O  dere  maister,'  quod  this  syke  man, 

*  How  han  ye  fare  sith  that  March  bigan  ? 
I  saugh  yow  noght  this  fourtenight  or 

more.* 

*  Qod  woot,'  quod  he, '  laboured  have  I  ful 

sore; 
And  specially,  for  thy  savacioun         1785 
Have  I  seyd  many  a  precious  orisoun, 
And  for  our  othere  frendes,  god  hem 

blesse  ! 
I  have  to-day  been  at  your  ohirche  at 

messe,  (80) 

And  seyd  a  sermon  afker  my  simple  wit, 
Kat  al  after  the  text  of  holy  writ ;      1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
And  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  glose. 
Glosinge  is  a  glorious  thing,  certeyn, 
For  lettre  sleeth,  so  as  we  derkes  seyn. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable, 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  resonable. 
And  ther  I  saugh  our  dame ;   a !  wher 

is  she?'  (89)1797 

*  Yond  in  the  yerd  I  trowe  that  she  be,' 

Seydd  this  man,  *  and  she  wol  come  anon.' 


*  By,  maister !  wel-come  be  ye,  by  seint 

John ! '  i8ao 

Seyde  this  wyf,  *  how  fare  ye  hertely  ? ' 

The  frere  aiyseth  up  ful  curteisly, 
And  hir  embraceth  in  his  armes  narwo, 
And  kiste  hir  swete,  and  chirketh  as 

asparwe 
With  his  lippes :  *  dame,*  quod  he,  '  right 

weel,  1805 

As  he  that  is  your  servant  every  deel. 
Thanked  begod,  that  yow  yafsoule  and  lyf, 
Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  fair  a  wyf  (loo) 
In  al  the  chirche,  god  so  save  me ! ' 

*  Ye,  god  amende  defautes,  sir,'  quod  she, 
'  Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  fey ! '  181 1 
*  Graunt  mercy,  dame,  this  have  I  founde 

alwey. 
But  of  your  grete  goodnesse,  by  your 

leve, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 
I  wol  wiUi  Thomas  speke  a  litel  throwe. 
Tliise  curats  been  ftil  necligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience.  (109)  181 7 
In  shrift,  in  preching  is  my  diligence. 
And  studie  in  Petres  wordes,  and  in  Poulea 
I  Mralke,  and  fisshe  Cristen  mennes  soules, 
To  yelden  Jesu  Crist  his  propre  rente ;  1821 
To  sprede  his  word  is  set  al  myn  en- 
tente.' 
'  Now,  by  your  leve,  o  dere  sir, '  quod  she, 
'  Chydeth  him  weel,  for  seinte  Trinitee. 
He  is  as  angry  as  a  pissemyre,  1825 

Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  can 

de^yre. 
Though  I  him  wiye  a-night  and  make 
him  warm,  (119) 

And  on  hsrm  leye  my  leg  outher  myn  arm, 
He  groneth  lyk  our  boor,  lyth  in  our  sty. 
Other  desport  right  noon  of  him  have  I ; 
I  may  nat  plese  him  in  no  maner  cas.' 

*  O   Thomas !    Je   vous   dy^    Thomas ! 

Thomas ! 
This  maketh  the  feend,  this  moste  ben 

amended. 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  hye  god  defended,  1854 
And  ther-of  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  two.' 

*  Now  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,  *  er  that 

I  go, 
What  wol  ye  dyne  ?  I  wol  go  ther-abou  te. ' 

*  Now  dame,'  quod  he,  *  Je  vous  dy  tans 

dxAite,  (130) 
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Have  I  nat  of  a  oapon  but  the  llvere, 
And  of  your  sofle  breed  nat  but  a  shivere, 
And  after  that  a  rosted  pigges  heed,  1841 
(But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  me  were 

de^d), 
Thanne  hadde  I  with  3A>w  hoomly  snifi- 

sannce. 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  gostenannoe. 
My  spirit  hath  his  fostring  in  the  Bible. 
The  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  penyble    1846 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed. 
I  prey  yow,  damd,  ye  be  nat  anoyed,  (140) 
Though  I  BO  freendly  yow  my  oonseil 

shewe ;  1849 

By  god,  X  wolde  nat  telle  it  bat  a  fewe.' 

*  Now,  sir,'  quod  she,  *  but  o  word  er  I  go ; 
My  child  is  deed  withrinne  thise  wykes 

two, 
Sone  after  that  ye  wente  out  of  this  tonn.' 

*  Hu  deeth  sangh  I  by  revelaoionn,'  1854 
Seith  this  frere,  *  at  hoom  in  our  dortour. 
I  dar  wel  seyn  that,  er  that  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  him  bom  toblisse 
In  myn  avisioun,  so  god  me  wisse  !  (150) 
So  dide  our  sexteyn  and  our  fermerer. 
That  ban  been  trewe  freres  fifty  yeer ; 
They  may  now,  god  be  thanked  of  his 

lone,  1861 

Maken  hir  jubilee  and  walke  aUone. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  al  our  covent  eke, 
With  many  a  tere  trikling  on  my  cheke, 
Withouten  noyse  or  olateringe  of  belles ; 
Te  deum  was  our  song  and  no-thing  elles, 
Save  that  to  Grist  I  seyde  an  orisoun, 
Thankinge  him  of  his  revelaoioun.     (160) 
For  sir  and  dame,  trusteth  me  right  weel, 
Our  orisons  been  more  effectueel,        1870 
And  more  we  seen  of  Gristes  secree  thinges 
Than  burel  folk,  al-though  they  weren 

kinges. 
We  live  in  povert  and  in  abstinenoe^ 
And  burel  folk  in  richesse  and  despenoe 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  hir  foul  delyt. 
We  han  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despyt. 
Lasar  and  Dives  liveden  diversly,       1877 
And  diverse  guerdon  hadden  they  thereby. 
Who-so  wol  preye,  he  moot  faste  and  be 

clone,  (171)  1879 

And  fatte  his  sonle  and  make  his  body  lene. 
We  fare  as  seith  th'apostle ;  cloth  and  fode 
Suffysen  us,  though  they  be  nat  ful  gode. 


The  olennesse  and  the  fastinge  of  us  freres 

Maketh  that  Grist  aocepteth  our  preyeres. 

Lo,   Moyaea  fourty  dayes  and  fourty 

night  1885 

Fasted,  er  that  the  heighe  god  of  might 
Spak  with  him  in  the  mountain  of  Sinay. 
With  empty  wombe,  fastinge  many  a  day, 
Beoeyved  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen  (181) 
With  goddes  finger;  and  Elie,  wel  ye 

witen,  1890 

In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  hadde  any  speche 
With  hye  god,  that  is  our  lyves  leche. 
He  fasted  longe  and  was  in  contemplaunoe. 
Aaron,  that  hadde  the  temple  in  govem- 

aunce,  1894 

And  eek  the  othere  preestes  everichon, 
In-to  the  temple  whan  they  sholde  gon 
To  preye  for  the  peple,  and  do  servyse. 
They  nolden  drinken,  in  no  maner  wyse. 
No  drinke,  which  that  mighte  hem  dronke 

make,  (191)  1899 

But  there  in  abstinence  preye  and  wake. 
Lest  that  they  deyden ;  tsJc  heed  what 

Iseye. 
But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peple  preye, 
War  that  I  seye ;  namore !  for  it  suffyseth. 
Our  lord  Jesu,  as  holy  writ  devyseth,  1904 
Yaf  us  ensample  of  fastinge  and  preyeres. 
Therfor  we  mendinants,  we  sely  fbreres. 
Been  wedded  to  poverte  and  continence, 
To  charitee,  humblesse,  and  abstinence. 
To  perseouoion  for  rightwisnesse,  (aoi)  1909 
To  wepinge,  misericorde,  and  dennease. 
And  therfor  may  ye  see  that  our  preyeres — 
I  speke  of  us,  we  mendinants,  we  freres — 
Ben  to  the  hye  god  more  acceptable 
Than  youres,  with  your  festes  at  tiie  table. 
Fro  Faradys  first,  if  I  shal  nat  lye,      1915 
Was  man  out  chaced  for  his  glotonye ; 
And  chaast  was  man  in  Faradys,  certeyn. 
But  herkne  now,  Th<Hnas,  what  I  shal 

seyn.  (siu) 

I  ne  have  no  text  of  it,  as  I  suppose, 
But  I  shall  finde  it  in  a  maner  glose,  1930 
That  specially  our  swete  lord  Jesus 
Spak  this  by  freres,  whan  he  seyde  thus : 
'^Blessed  be  they  that  povre  in  spirit 

been.'* 
And  so  forth  al  the  gospel  may  ye  seen, 
Wher  it  be  lyker  our  prcrfessioun,        1925 
Or  hirs  that  swimmen  in  possesaioun. 
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Fy  on  hir  pompe  and  on  hir  g^lotonye ! 
And  for  hir  lewednesse  I  hem  diffye.  (220) 

Me  thinketh  they  ben  lyk  Joyiniim, 
Fat  as  a  whale,  and  walkinge  as  a  swan ; 
Al  vinolent  as  hotel  in  ihe  spence.      193 1 
Hir  preyer  is  offal  gret  reverence ; 
Whan  they  for  sonles  seye  the  psabn  of 

Daritf 
Lo,  "buf!"  they  seye,  "cor  meum  eruc- 

tavU!" 
Who  folweth  Gristes  gospel  and  his  fore, 
Bat  we  that  hamble  been  and  ohast  and 

pore,  1936 

Werkers  of  goddes  word,  not  aaditoors  ? 
Therfore,  right   as    an   hank  ap,  at  a 

soars,  (330) 

Up  springeth  in-to  their,  right  so  prayeres 
Of  charitable  and  chaste  bisy  freres  1940 
Maken  hir  soars  to  goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas !  Thomas !  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go. 
And  by  that  lord  that  clepid  is  seint  Yve, 
Nere  thoa  oar  brother,  sholdestoa  nat 

thryve !  1944 

In  oar  chapitre  praye  we  day  and  night 
To  Crist,  that  he  thee  sonde  hele  and 

might, 
Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily.' 

*  God  woot,'  qaod  he,  *  no-thing  ther^f 

fele  I ;  (240) 

As  help  me  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres,  1949 
Han  spended,  ap-on  dyvers  maner  freres, 
Fal  many  a  poand ;  yet  fare  I  never  the 

bet 
Certeyn,  my  good  have  I  almost  biset. 
Earwel,  my  gold !  for  it  is  al  ago ! ' 
The  frere  answexde,  *  O  Thomas,  dostow 

so?  1954 

What  nedeth  yow  diverse  freres  seohe  ? 
What  nedeth  him  that  hath  a  i>arflt  leche 
To  sechen  othere  leches  in  the  toan  ? 
Toor  inoonstance  is  yoar  confosioan.  (250) 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  elles  oar  oovent, 
To  pn^e  for  yow  ben  insaffloient  ?     i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nis  nat  worth  a  myte  ; 
Toar  maladye  is  for  we  han  to  lyte. 
**  A  !  yif  that  oovent  half  a  qaarter  otes ! " 
'*  A !  yif  that  oovent  four  and  twenty 

grotes!" 
"  A !  yif  that  fjrere  a  peny,  and  lat  him 

go!"  1965 

Ni^,  nay,  Thomas !  it  may  no-thing  be  so. 


What  isaferthing  worth  parted  in  twelve? 
Lo,  ech  thing  that  is  oned  in  himnselve 
Is    more    strong   than    whan    it  is  to- 

scatered.  (261) 

Thomas,  of  me  thoa  shalt  nat  been  y- 

flatered ;  1970 

Thoa  woldest  han  oar  laboar  al  for  noght. 
The  hye  god,  that  al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  workman  worthy  is  his 

hyre. 
Thomas !  noght  of  yoar  tresor  I  desyre 
As  for  my-s^,  bat  ihat  al  oar  covent  1975 
To  preye  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent. 
And  for  to  bailden  Cristes  owene  chirohe. 
Thomas  I  if  ye  wol  lemen  for  to  wirche, 
Of   baildinge  ap    of   chirohes  may  ye 

flnde  (271) 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.  1980 
Ye  lye  heer,  fol  of  anger  and  of  yre, 
With  which  the  devel  set  yoar  herte 

a-fyre, 
And  chyden  heer  this  sely  innocent, 
Yoar  wyf,  that  is  so  meke  and  paoient. 
And  therfor,  Thomas,  trowe  me  if  thee 

leste,  1985 

Ne  stryve  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  for  thy 

beste; 
And  ber  this  word  awey  now,  by  thy  feith, 
Toachinge  this  thing,  lo,  what  the  wyse 

seith :  (280) 

"  With-in  thyn  hoos  ne  be  thoa  no  leoan ; 
To  thy  sabgits  do  noon  oppressioan ;  1990 
Ne  make  thyne  aqaeyntances  nat  to  flee." 
And  Thomas,  yet  efb-sones  I  charge  thee, 
Be  war  from  hir  that  in  thy  bosom  slepeth ; 
War  frt)  the  serpent  that  so  slyly  orepeth 
Under  the  gras,  and  stingeth  sabtilly.  1995 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  paoiently, . 
That  twenty  thousand  men  han  lost  hir 

lyves. 
For  stryving  with  hir  lemmans  and  hir 

wyves.  (291;) 

Now  sith  ye  han  so  holy  and  meke  a  wyf, 
What  nedeth  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken 

stxyf?  flooo 

Ther  nis,  y-wis,  no  seipent  so  cruel. 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so  fel, 
As  womman  is,  whan  she  hath  oanght 

an  ire; 
Yengeance  is  thanne  al  that  they  de^yre. 
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Ire  is  a  ainne,  oon  of  the  grete  of  sevene, 
Abhominable  un-to  the  god  of  hevene ; 
And  .to  him-self  it  is  destmocion. 
This  every  lewed  viker  or  person       (300) 
Can  seye,  how  Ire  engendreth  homioyde. 
Ire  is,  in  sooth,  exeontoor  of  pryde.    aoio 
I  coude  of  Ire  seye  so  mnohe  Borwe, 
My  tale  sholde  laste  til  to-morwe. 
And  therfor  preye  I  god  bothe  day  and 

night,  aoi3 

An  irons  man,  god  sende  him  litel  might ! 
It  is  greet  harm  and,  certes,  gret  pitee. 
To  sette  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 
Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  potestat, 
As  seith  Senek,  that,  dnringe  his  estaat, 
Up-on  a  day  ont  riden  knightes  two,  (311) 
And  as  fortune  wolde  that  it  were  so,  aoao 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom.  that  other 

noght. 
Anon  the  knight  bifore  the  jnge  is  broght. 
That  seyde  thns,  "  thon  hast  thy  felawe 

slayn. 
For  which  I  deme  thee  to  the  deeth,  cer- 

tayn." 
And  to  another  knight  comanded  he,  2025 
"  Go  lede  him. to  the  deeth,  I  charge  thee." 
And  happed,  as  they  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  he  sholde  deye. 
The  knight  cam,  which  men  wenden  had 

be  deed.  (331) 

Thanne  thonghte  they,  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  21)30 

To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  jnge  agayn. 
They  seiden,  "  lord,  the  knight  ne  hath 

nat  slayn 
His  felawe ;  here  he  standeth  hool  alyve." 
'*  Ye  shnl  be  deed,"  qnod  he,  **  so  moot  I 

thiyve! 
That  is  to  seyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

three ! "  2035 

And  to  the  firste  knight  rightthnsspak  he, 
"  I  dampned  thee,  thon  most  algate  be 

deed. 
And  thon  also  most  nedes  lese  thyn  heed, 
For  thon  art  canse  why  thy  felawe  deyth." 
And  to  the  thridde  knight  right  thns  he 

seyth,  (332)  2040 

"  Thou  hast  nat  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee." 
And  thus  he  dide  don  sleen  hem  alle  three. 
Irons  Cambyses  was  eek  dronkelewe, 


And  ay  delytcd  him  to  been  a  shrewe. 
And  so  bifel,  a  lord  of  his  meynee,      2045 
That  loYede  vertuous  moralltee, 
Seyde  on  a  day  bitwix  hem  two  right  thns : 
'^  A  lord  is  lost,  if  he  be  vicious ;         (340) 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  foul  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lord.     2050 
Ther  is  ful  many  an  eye  and  many  an  ere 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  where. 
For  goddes  love,  drink  more  attemprely ; 
Wyn  maketh  man  to  lesen  wrecchedly 
His  minde,  and  eek  his  limes  everichon." 
'  *  The  revers  shaltou  se,"  quod  he,  * '  anon ; 
And  preve  it,  by  thyn  owene  experience, 
Tliat  wyn  ne  dooth  to  folk  no  swich 

offence.  (350)  ao^fi 

Ther  is  no  wyn  bireveth  me  my  might 
Of  hand  ne  foot,  ne  of  zayn  ey&n  sight " — 
And,  for  despyt,  he  drank  fal  muchel  more 
An  hondred  part  than  he  had  doon  bifore ; 
And  right  anon,  this  irons  cursed  wrecche 
Leet  this  knightes  sone  bifore  him  fecche, 
Comandinge  him  he  sholde  bifore  him 

stonde.  2065 

And  Bodeynly  he  took  his  bowe  in  honde, 
And  up  the  strong  he  pulled  to  his  ere, 
And  with  an  arwe  he  slow  the  child  right 

there :  (360) 

"  Now  whether  have  I  a  sikef  hand  or 

noon  ?  " 
Quod  he,  **is  al  my  might  and  minde 

agoon?  2070 

Hath  wyn  bireved  me  myn  cyen  sight  ?  " 

What  sholde  I  telle  th^answere  of  the 

knight? 
His  sone  was  slayn,  ther  is  na-more  to  seye. 
Beth  war  therfor  with  lordes  howyepleye. 
Singeth  PlaubOy  and  I  shal,  if  I  can,  2075 
But  if  it  be  un-to  a  povre  man. 
To  apovre  man  men  sholde  hise  vyces  teUe, 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  to 

helle.  (370) 

Lo  irons  Cirus,  thilke  Peroien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  river  of  Gysen,  2080 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynt  ther- 

inne, 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloigne  to  winne. 
He  made  that  the  river  was  so  smal, 
Tliat  wommen  mighte  wade  it  over-aL 
Lo,  what  seyde  he,  that  so  wel  teche  can? 
"  Ne  be  no  felawe  to  an  irons  man,     2086 
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Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  "by  the  weye, 
Lest  thee  repente ; "  ther  is  narinoi*e  to 
seye.  (380) 

Now  Thomas,  leve  hrother,  lef  thyn  ire ; 
Thoa  shall  me  finde  as  just  as  is  a  squire. 
Hold  nat  the  develes  knyf  ay  at  thyn  herte ; 
Thyn  skngre  dooth  thee  al  to  sore  smerte ; 
But  shewe  to  me  al  thy  confessionn.' 

*  Nay,'  quod  the  oyke  man,  '  by  Seint 

Simoon !  2094 

I  have  be  shriven  this  day  at  my  cxurat ; 
I  have  him  told  al  hoolly  myn  estat ; 
Nedeth  na-more  to  speke  of  it,*  seith  he, 
'■  Bat  if  me  list  of  myn  humilitee.'      (390) 
'  Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold,  to  mcJce 

our  doistre,' 
Quod  he,  *  for  many  a  mnscle  uid  many 

an  oistre,  a  100 

Whan  other  men  han  ben  ftil  wel  at  eyse. 
Hath  been  onr  fode,  6nr  cloistre  for  toreyse. 
And  yet,  god  woot,  unnetho  the  flindement 
Parfoumed  is,  ne  of  onr  pavement  3104 
Nia  nat  a  tyle  yet  with-inne  onr  wones ; 
By  god,  we  owen  fonrty  ponnd  for  stones ! 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwed 

helle ! 
For  elles  moste  we  onr  bokes  selle.  (400) 
And  if  ye  lakke  our  predicaoionn,  2109 
Than  gooth  the  world  al  to  destmcoionn. 
For  who-so  wolde  ns  fro  this  world  bireve. 
So  god  me  save,  Thomas,  by  your  leve, 
He  wolde  bireve  out  of  this  world  the  sonne. 
For  who  can  teche  and  werchen  as  we 

conne?  21 14 

And  that  is  nat  of  litel  tyme,*  quod  he ; 
'  But  sith  that  Elie  was,  or  Elisee, 
Han  freres  been,  that  finde  I  of  record. 
In  charitee,  y-thanked  be  our  lord.    (410) 
Now  Thomas,  help,  for  seinte  Charitee  ! ' 
And  doun  anon  he  sette  him  on  his  knee. 
This  ^ke  man  wex  wel  ny  wood  for  ire ; 
He  wolde  that  the  frere  had  been  on-fire 
With  his  false  dissimulacioun. 
*  Swich  thing  as  is  in  my  possessionn,* 
Quod  he,  'that  may  I  yeven,  and  non 

other.  2125 

Ye  sey  me  thus,  how  that  I  am  your 

brother?' 

*  Ye,  certes,'  quod  the  frere,  *  trusteth 

weel; 
I  took  our  dame  our  lettre  with  our  seeL' 


'Now  wel,'  quod  he,  'and  som-what 

shallyive  (431) 

TJn-to  your  holy  oovent  whyl  I  live,    2130 
And  in  thyn  hand  thou  shalt  it  have 

anoon  ; 
On  this  condicloun,  and  other  noon, 
That  thou  departe  it  so,  my  dere  brother, 
That  every  frere  have  also  muche  as  other. 
This  shaltou  swere  on  thy  professioun, 
With-outen  fraude  or  caviUaoioun.'    2136 
'  I  swere  it,'  quod  this  frere,  '  upon  my 

feith!' 
And  ther-with*al  his  hand  in  his  he  leith  : 
'  Lo,  heer  my  feith  !  in  me  shal  be  no  lak.' 
'  Now  thanne,  put  thyn  hand  doun  by 

my  bak,'  (4.^2)  2140 

Seyde  this  man,  '  and  grope  wel  bihinde ; 
Bynethe  my  buttok  ther  shaltow  finde 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privetee.' 
'  A ! '  thoghte  this  frere,  '  this  shal  go 

with  me ! ' 
And  doun  his  hand  he  launcheth  to  the 

clifte,  2145 

In  hope  for  to  finde  ther  a  yifte.         (438) 
And  whan  this  syke  man  felte  this  frere 
Aboute  his  tuwel  grope  there  and  here, 
Amidde  his  hand  he  leet  the  frere  a  fart. 
Ther  nis  no  capul,  drawinge  in  a  cart,  2150 
That  mighte  have  lete  a  fart  of  swich 

a  soun. 
The  frere  up  stirte  as  doth  a  wood 

leoun : 
'A!  false  cherl,'  quod  he,  'for  goddes 

bones. 
This  hastow  for  despyt  doon,   for  the 

nones ! 
Thou  shalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may ! ' 
His  meynee,  whlche  that  herden  this 

affray,  2156 

Cam  lepinge  in,  and  chaced  out  the  frere ; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  with  a  ful  angry 

chere,  (450) 

And  fette  his  felawe,  ther-as  lay  his  stoor. 
He  looked  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor ;     2160 
He  grinte  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wrooth. 
A  sturdy  pas  doun  to  the  court  he  gooth, 
Wher-as  ther  woned   a   man   of  greet 

honour. 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  confessour ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  frere  cam,  as  he  were  in  a  rage,  2166 
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Wher*«s  this  lord  sat  etin^  at  his  bord. 
Unnethes  xnighte  the  frere  speke  a  word, 
Til  atte  laste  he  seyde :  ^  god  yow  see ! '  (461 ) 
This  lord  gan  loke,  and  eeide,  ^ben'- 

cite!  2170 

What,  frere  John,  what  manor  world  is 

this? 
I  see  wel  that  som  thing  ther  is  aini& 
Ye  loken  as  the  wode  were  Ail  of  thevis, 
Sit  doon  anon,  and  tel  me  what  your 

greef  is, 
And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.*  2175 
'  I  have,'  qnod  he,  *  had  a  de8p3rt  this  day, 
God  yelde  yow !  adoon  in  your  Tillage, 
That  in  this  world  is  noon  so  ix>vre  a  page. 
That  he  nolde  have  abhominacioon    (471) 
Of  that  I  have  receyved  in  your  tonn.  ai8o 
And  yet  ne  greveth  me  no-thing  so  sore, 
As  that  this  olde  cherl,  with  lokkes  hore. 
Blasphemed  hath  our  holy  oovent  eke/ 
'  Now,  maister,*  qnod  this  lord,  ^  I  yow 

hiseke.* 
*■  No  maister,  sire,'  qnod  he,  *  hnt  servi- 

tonr,  2185 

Thogh  I  have  had  in  scole  swich  honour. 

Qod  lyketh  nat  that  "Baby  "  men  us  calle. 

Neither  in  market  ne  in  your  large  halle.' 

*  No  fors,'  quod  he,  '  hut  tel  me  al  your 

grief.'  (481) 

'■  Sire,'  quod  this  frere,  *  an  odious  mes- 

chief  3190 

This  day  bitid  is  to  myn  ordre  and  me, 
And  so  per  comeqttem  to  ech  degree 
Of  holy  ohirche,  god  amende  it  sons ! ' 
'  Sir,'  quod  the  lord,  *  ye  woot  what  is 

to  done. 
Distempre  yow  noght,  ye  be  my  oon- 

fessour ;  3195 

Ye  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  and  the 

savour. 
For  goddes  love  your  paoience  ye  holde , 
Tel  me  your  grief:'  and  he  anon  him 

tolde,  (490) 

As  ye  han  herd  hifom,  ye  woot  wel  what. 

The  lady  of  the  hous  ay  stille  sat,    2200 

Til  she  had  herd  al  what  the  frere  sayde : 

*Ey,  goddes  moder,'  quod  she,   ^hlisftil 

maydef 
Is  ther  oght  elles?  telle  me  foithfhlly.' 
'  Madame,'  quod  he,  'how  thinketh  yow 

her-by?' 


'How  that  me  thinketh?'  quod  she; 
*"  BO  god  me  Bi>eede,  2205 

I  seye,  a  cherl  hath  doon  a  cherles  dede. 
What  shold  I  seye?  god  lat  him  never 

thee! 
His  syke  heed  is  fal  of  vanitee,  (500) 

I  hold  him  in  a  manor  frene^ye.' 

*■  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  hy  god  I  shal  nat 
lye ;  aato 

But  I  on  other  weyes  may  be  wreke, 
I  shal  diffame  him  over-al  ther  I  speke. 
This  false  blasphemour,  that  charged  me 
To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be, 
To  every  man  y-liche,  with  meschaunce  1  * 

The  lord  sat  stille  as  he  were  in  a 
traunoe,  2216 

And  in  his  herte  he  rolled  up  and  doun, 
*  How  hadde  this  cherl  imaginacioun  (510) 
To  shewe  swich  a  probleme  to  the  frere  ? 
Never  erst  er  nowherde  I  of  swich  matere ; 
I  trowe  the  devel  putte  it  in  his  minde. 
In  ars-metryke  shal  ther  no  man  finde, 
Bifom  this  day,  of  swich  a  questioun. 
Who  sholde  make  a  demonstracioun. 
That  every  man  sholde  have  y-liche  his 
IMurt  222$ 

As  of  the  soun  or  savour  of  a  fart  ?     (518) 

0  nyce  proude  cherl,  I  shrewe  his  face ! 
Lo,  sires,'  quod  the  lord,  with  harde  grace, 
'  Who  ever  herde  of  swich  a  thing  er  now  ? 
To  every  man  y-lyke  ?  tel  me  how.      2230 
It  is  an  inpossible,  it  may  nat  he  I 

Ey,  nyce  cherl,  god  lete  him  never  thee ! 
The  rumblinge  of  a  fart,  and  every  soun, 
Nis  hut  of  eir  reverberacioun,  2234 

And  ever  it  wasteth  lyte  and  lyte  awey. 
Ther  is  no  man  can  demen,  by  my  fey, 
If  that  it  were  departed  equally.         (529) 
What,  lo,  my  cherl,  lo,  yet  how  shrewedly 
Un-to  my  confessour  to-day  he  spak ! 

1  holde  him  oerteyn  a  demoniak !       2240 
Now  ete  jwur  mete,  and  lat  the  cherl  go 

pl^e, 
Lat  him  go  honge  himself,  a  devel  weye ! ' 
Now  stood  the  lordes  squyer  at  the  bord, 
That  carf  his  mete,  and  herde,  word  by 
word,  2344 

Of  alle  thinges  of  which  I  have  yow  sayd. 
'  My  lord,'  quod  he,  *  be  ye  nat  yvel  apayd ; 
I  coude  telle,  for  a  goune-olooth, 
To  yow,  sir  firere,  so  ye  be  nat  wrooth,  (540) 
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How  that  this  fort  sholde  even  deled  be 
Among  your  covent,  if  it  lyked  me.*    2250 
*Tel/  qaod  the  lord,  ^and  thou  shalt 

have  anon 
A  gonne-cloth,  by  god  and  by  Seint  John ! ' 
^My  lord,'  qaod  he,  *whan  that  the 

weder  is  fair, 
With-onten  wind  or  pertnrbinge  of  air, 
I^at  bringe  a  cartwheel  here  in-to  this 

halle,  3355 

Bat  loke  that  it  have  his  spokes  alle. 
Twelf  spokes  hath  a  cartwheel  oomonly. 
And  bring  me  than  twelf  freres,  woot  ye 

why?  (550) 

For  thrittene  is  a  oovent,  as  I  gesse. 
The  confessoar  heer,  for  his  worthinesse, 
Shal  parfoame  ap  the  nombre  of  his 

covent.  2261 

Than  shal  they  knele  doon,  by  oon  assent. 
And  to  every  8i>okes  ende,  in  this  manere, 
Fol  sadly  leye  his  nose  shal  a  frere. 
Toar  noble  confessoar,  ther  god  him  save, 
Shal  holde  his  nose  upright,  onder  the 

nave.  2266 

Than  shal  this  cherl,  with  bely  stif  and 

toght 
As  any  taboar,  hider  been  y-broght ;  (560) 
And  sette  him  on  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  3369 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fart. 


And  ye  shal  seen,  ap  peril  of  my  lyf, 
By  prove  which  that  is  demonstratif, 
That  eqaally  the  soon  of  it  wol  wende. 
And    eek  the  stink,  on-to    the    spokes 

ende; 
Save  tibat  this  worthy  man,  yoxa  con- 
fessoar, 2275 
By-oaose  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honoar, 
Shal  have  the  firste  finit,  as  reson  is ; 
The  noble  asage  of  ireres  yet  is  this,  (570) 
The  worthy  men  of  hem  shal  first  be 
served ;                                             2279 
And  certeinly,  he  hath  it  weel  deserved. 
He  hath  to-day  taaght  as  so  machel  good 
With  preching  in  the  pnlpit  ther  he  stood, 
That  I  may  voache-eaaf,  I  sey  for  me, 
He  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fartes  three. 
And  so  wolde  al  his  covent  hardily ;   2285 
He  bereth  him  so  faire  and  holily.* 
The  lord,  the  lady,  and  ech  man,  save 
the  frere,                                         (579) 
Seyde  that  Jankin  spak,  in  this  matere. 
As  wel  as  Eadide  or  [as]  Ptholomee. 
Toachinge  this  cherl,  they  seyde,  sabtilt«e 
And  heigh  wit  made  him  speken  as  he 
spak ;                                                2291 
He  nis  no  fool,  ne  no  demoniak. 
And  Jankin  hathy-wonne  a  newe  goane. — 
My  tale  is  doon     we  been   almost   at 
toane.                                               2294 


Here  endeth  the  Sonmotirs  Tale. 
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THE   CLERK'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Clerkes  Tale  of  Oxenford. 


'  Sir  clerk  of  Oxexiford/  our  hoste  sayde, 
'Ye  ryde  as  coy  and  stille  as  dooth  a 

mayde, 
Were  newe  spoused,  sitting  at  the  bord ; 
This  day  ne  herde  I  of  yonr  tonge  a  word. 
I  trowe  ye  studie  abouto  som  sophyme,  5 
Bat  Salomon  seith,  "every  thing  hath 
tymc." 

For  goddes  sake,  as  beth  of  bettre  chore, 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  stndien  here. 
Telle  OS  som  mory  tale,  by  your  fey ; 
For  what  man  that  is  entred  in  a  pley,  10 
He  nodes  moot  unto  the  pley  assente. 
Bat  precheth  nat,  as  freres  doon  in  Lente, 
To  make  as  for  our  olde  sinnes  wepo, 
Ne  that  thy  tale  make  as  nat  to  slepe. 

Telle  as  som  mery  thing  of  aventures ; — 

Yoar   termes,  year   colours,   and    your 

figures,  16 

Kepe  hem  in  stoor  til  so  be  ye  endyte 

Heigh  style,  as  whan  that  men  to  kinges 

wryte. 
Speketh  so  pl^yn  at  this  tyme,  I  yow  pr^e, 
That  we  may  understonde  what  ye  seye.' 

This  worthy  clerk  benignely  answerde, 
'  Hoste,'  quod  he,  *  I  am  under  your  yerde ; 
Ye  han  of  us  as  now  the  govemaunoe. 
And  therfor  wol  I  do  jrow  obeisaunce. 
As  fer  as  reson  axeth,  hardily.  as 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  tale  which  that  I 
Lcmed  at  Fadowe  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
As  proved  Vy  l^is  wordcs  and  his  werk. 


He  is  now  deed  and  nayled  in^his  cheste, 
I  prey  to  god  so  yeve  his  soule  rest« !     30 

Fraunceys  Fetrark,  the  laureat  poete, 
Highte  this  clerk,  whos  rethoiyke  sweete 
Enlamined  al  Itnille  of  poetiye, 
As  linian  dlde  of  philosophye 
Or  lawe,  or  other  art  particuler ;  35 

But  deeth,  that  wol  nat  sufifre  us  dwellen 

heer 
But  as  it  were  a  twinkling  of  an  yfi, 
Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,  and  alle  shnl  we 

dye. 
But  forth  to  tellen  of  this  worthy  man, 
That  taughte  me  this  tale,  as  I  bigan,  40 
I  seye   that  first  with   heigh   style  he 

endyteth, 
Er  he  the  body  of  his  tale  wiyteth, 
A  proheme,  in  the  which  discryvcth  he 
Femond,  and  of  Saluces  the  contree,      44 
And  speketh  of  Apennyn,  the  hilles  bye, 
That  been  the  boundes  of  West  Lum- 

bardye. 
And  of  Mount  Yesulus  in  special. 
Where  as  the  Foo,  out  of  a  welle  smal, 
Taketh  his  firste  springing  and  his  sours. 
That  estward  ay  encresseth  in  his  cours  50 
To  Emelward,  to  Ferrare,  and  Vonyse : 
The  which  a  long  thing  were  to  devyse. 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  jugoment. 
Me  thinketh  it  a  thing  impertinent, 
Save  that  he  wol  conveyen  his  matere :  55 
But  this  his  tale,  which  that  ye  ma^  here.' 
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THE    CLERKES   TALE, 


Here  biglnneth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk  of  Ozenford. 


TuEB  is,  at  the  weet  eyde  of  Itaille, 
Boun  at  the  rote  of  Yesalns  the  oolde, 
A  Insty  playne,  habnndant  of  ritaille, 
Wher  many  a  tour  and  tonn  thou  mayst 
biholdo,  60 

That  founded  were  in  tyme  of  fadres  olde, 
And  many  another  delitable  sighte, 
And  Saluces  this  noble  contree  highte. 

A  markis  whylom  lord  was  of  thatlonde, 
As  were  his  worthy  eldres  him  bifore ;  65 
And  obeisant  and  redy  to  his  honde  (10) 
Were  alle  his  liges,  bothe  lasse  and  more. 
Thus  in  delyt  he  Uveth,  and  hath  don  yore, 
Biloved  and  drad,  thurgh  favour  of  for- 
tune, Cg 
Bothe  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  conunune. 

Tlierwith  he  was,  to  speke  as  of  linage. 

The  gentilleste  y-bom  of  Lumbardye, 

A  fair  pcrsone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of 

ago, 
And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curteisye  ; 

Discreet  y-nogh  his  contree  for  to  gye,  75 

Save  in  sommo  thinges  that  he  was  to 

blame,  (jo) 

And  Walter  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  that  he  considereth 
noght  78 

In  tyme  cominge  what  mighte  him  bityde. 
But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  thoght, 
As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  every  syde  ; 
Wei  ny  alle  othere  cures  leet  he  slyde, 
And  eek  he  nolde,  and  that  was  worst  of 
alle,  (27) 

Wedde  no  wyf,  for  noght  that  may  bifalle. 

Only  that  xK>int  his  peple  bar  so  sore,    85 
That  flokmele  on  a  day  they  to  him  wente, 
And  oon  of  hem,  that  w^i'Sest  was  of  lore, 
Or  elles  that  the  lord  best  wolde  assente 


That  he  sholdo  telle  him  what  his  peplo 
mente,  89 

Or  elles  coude  he  shewe  wel  swich  mature, 
He  to  the  markis  seyde  as  ye  shul  here. 

*"  O  noble  markis,  your  humanitee 
Assureth  us  and  yeveth  us  hardlnesse, 
As  ofte  as  tyme  is  of  neoessitee  94 

That  we  to  yow  mowe  telle  our  hevinesse ; 
Accepteth,  lord,  now  for  your  gentillesse, 
That  we  with  pitous  herte  un-to  yow 
pleyne,  (41) 

And  lete  your  ores  nat  my  vpys  disdeyne. 

Al  have  I  noght  to  done  in  this  matere 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  this  place, 
Yet  for  as  muche  as   ye,  my  lord   so 

dere,  loi 

Han  alwey  shewed  me  favour  and  grace, 
I  dar  the  better  aske  of  yow  a  space 
Of  audience,  to  shewen  our  requeste. 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yow 

leste.  105 

For  oertes,  lord,  so  wel  us  lyketh  yow  (50) 
And  al  your  work  and  ever  han  doon, 

that  we 
Ne  coude  nat  us  self  devysen  how 
We  mighte  liven  in  more  felicitee, 
Save  o  thing,  lord,  if  it  your  wille  be,  1 10 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  leste, 
Than  were  your  peple  in  sovereyn  hertes 

reste. 

Boweth  your  nekke  under  that  blisftd  yok 
Of  Boveraynetee,  noght  of  servyse. 
Which  that  men  clepeth  spousaiUe  or 

wedlok ;  115 

And  thenketh,  lord,  among  your  thoghtes 

wyse,  (6t)) 

How  that  our  dayes  passe  in  sondry  wyse ; 
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For  though  vre  slepo  or  wake,  or  rome,  or 

ryde, 
Ay  fleeth  the  tyme,  it  nil  no  man  abyde. 

And  though  your  grene  yonthe  floore  as 
yit^  120 

In  crepeth  age  alwey,  as  Btille  as  stoon, 
Ancl  deeth  manaceth  eveiy  age,  and  smit 
In  ech  estaat,  for  ther  esoapeth  noon : 
And  al  so  certein  as  we  knowe  echoon 
That  we  shnl  deye,  as  nncerteyn  we  alle 
Been  of  that  day  whan  deeth  shal  on  as 
falle.  (70)  126 

Accepteth  than  of  ns  the  trewe  entente, 
That  never  yet  reftueden  yoor  heste, 
And  we  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wol  assente, 
Chese  yow  a  wjrf  in  short  tyme,  atte  leste. 
Bom  of  the  gentiUeste  and  of  the  meste 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to  god  and  yovr^  as  we  can  deme. 

Deliver  us  oat  of  al  this  bi^y  drede, 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hye  goddes  sake ;    135 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  god  forbede,       (80) 
That   thargh    yoor  deeth   yoor   linage 

sholde  slake. 
And  that  a  straange  snooessoor  sholde 

take 
Toor  heritage,  o  I  wo  were  ns  alyve ! 
Wherfor  we  pray  yoa  hastily  to  wyve.*  140 

Hir  meke  preyere  and  hir  pitoas  ohere 

Hade  the  markis  herte  ban  pitee. 

'  Ye  wol,*  qaod  he,   *  myn  owene  peple 

dere, 
To  that  I  never  erst  thoghte  streyne  me. 
I  me  rejoysed  of  my  libertee,  145 

That  selde  tyme  is  foande  in  manage ;  (90) 
Ther  I  was  free,  I  moot  been  in  servage. 

Bat  nathelees  I  see  yoar  trewe  entente. 
And  troste  npon  yoar  wit,  and  have  don  ay ; 
Wherfor  of  my  free  wil  I  wol  assente  150 
To  wedde  me,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
Bat  ther-as  ye  ban  profred  me  to-day 
To  chese  me  a  wyf,  I  yow  relesse 
That  chi^ys,  and  prey  yow  of  that  profre 
oeese,  154 

For  god  it  woofc,  that  children  oAe  been 
Unlyk  her  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore ;  (100) 


Boontee  comth  al  of  god,  nat  of  the  streen 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  andy-bore; 
I  traste  in  goddes  boantee,  and  therfore 
My  manage  and  myn  estaat  and  reste  160 
I  him  bltaJce ;  he  may  don  as  him  leste. 

Lat  me  alone  in  chesinge  of  my  wyf. 
That  charge  np-on  jay  bak  I  wol  endare ; 
Bat  I  yow  preye,  and  charge  a|M>n  yoor  lyf. 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  assare 
To  worshipe  hir,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dare,  (no)  166 

In  word  and  werk,  bothe  here  and  every- 
where, 
As  she  an  emperoares  doghter  were. 

And  forthermore,  this  shal  ye  swere,  that 

ye  • 
Agayn  my  choys  shal  neither  graoche  ne 

stryve ;  170 

For  sith  I  shal  forgoon  my  libertee 
At  yoor  reqaeste,  as  ever  moot  I  thryve, 
Ther  as  myn  herte  is  set,  ther  wol  I  wyve ; 
And  bnt  ye  wole  assente  in  swich  manere, 
I  prey  yow,  speketh    na-more    of  this 

matere.'  (119)  175 

With  hertly  wil  they  sworen,and  assenten 
To  al  this  thing,  ther  seyde  no  wight  nay ; 
Bisekinge  him   of  grace,  er  that   they 

wenten. 
That  he  wolde  graanten  hem  a  certein  day 
Of  his  spoasaille,  as  sone  as  ever  he  may ; 
For  yet  alwey  the  peple  som-what  dredde 
Lest  that  this  markis  no  wyf  wolde  wedde. 

He  graonted  hem  a  day,  swich  as  him 

leste. 
On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly,  184 
And  seyde,  he  dide  al  this  at  hir  reqaeste ; 
And  they,  with  hamble  entente,  boxomly, 
Knelinge  ap-on  her  knees  Ail  reverently 
Him  thanken  alle,  and  thas  they  ban  an 

ende  (152) 

Of  hir  entente,  and  hoom  agayn  they 

wende. 

And  heer-np-on  he  to  his  offioeres        190 
Comaandeth  for  the  feste  to  parveye. 
And  to  his  privee  knightes  and  sqayeres 
Swich  charge  yaf,  as  him  llste  on  hemleye ; 
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And  they  to  his  comandement  obeye, 
And  ech  of  hem  doth  al  his  diligence  195 
To  doon  un-to  ihe  feste  reverence.     (140) 

Explicit  prima  pars. 

Ihcipit  secnnda  pars. 

Noght  f er  fro  thilke  paleys  honnrable 
Ther-as  this  markiB  shoop  liis  mariage, 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  site  delitable, 
In  which  that  povre  folk  of  that  village  aoo 
Hadden  hir  bestes  and  hir  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  labour  took  hir  sustenance 
After  that  th'erthe  yaf  hem  habnndance, 

Amonges  thise  povre  folk  ther  dwelte 

aman 
Which  that  was  holden  povrest  of  hem 

alle;  205 

But  hye  god  som  tyme  senden  can     (150) 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  oxes  stalle  : 
Janicula  men  of  that  throp  him  calle. 
A  doghter  haddo  he,  flsdr  y-nogh  to  sighte, 
.  And  Orisildis  this  yonge  mayden  highte. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vertuous  beautee,   an 
Than  was  she  oon  the  fiaireste    under 

.    soiine; 
For  ipovreliche  y-fostred  up  was  she, 
No  likerous  lust  was  thurgh  hir  herte 
y-ronne ;  (158)  314 

Wei  ofber  of  the  welle  than  of  the  tonne 
She  drank,  and  for  she  wolde  vertu  plese, 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  non  ydel  ese. 

But  thogh  this  mayde  tendre  were  of  age, 

Yet  in  the  brest  of  hir  virginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  rype  and  sad  oorage ; 

And  in  greet  reverence  and  charitee    221 

Hir  olde  povre  fader  fostred  she ; 

A  fewe  sheep  spinning  on  feeld  she  kepte, 

She  wolde  noght  been  3rdel  til  she  slepte. 

And  whan  she  hoomward  cam,  she  wolde 

bringe  225 

Wortes  or  othere  herbes  tymes  ofte,  (170) 

The  whiche  she  shredde  and  seeth  for  hir 

livinge, 
And  made  hir  bed  ful  harde  and  no-thing 

sofbe; 
And  ay  she  kepte  hir  fadres  lyf  on-lofte 
Witheverich  obeisaunce  and  diligence  230 
That  child  may  doon  to  fadres  reverence. 


Up-on  Grisilde,  this  povre  creature, 
Ful  ofte  flythe  this  markis  sette  his  y6 
As  he  on  hunting  rood  paraventure ;    234 
And  whan  itrfU  that  he  mighte  hirespye, 
He  noght  with  wantoun  loking  of  folye 
His  y6n  caste  on  hir,  but  in  sad  wyse  (181} 
Up-on  hir  chere  he  wolde  him  ofte  avyse, 

Commending  in  his  herte  hir  womman- 

hede, 
And  eek  hir  vertu,  passing  any  wight  240 
Of  so  yong  age,  as  wel  in  chere  as  dede. 
For  th<^h  the  peple  have  no  greet  insight 
In  vertu,  he  considered  fal  right 
Hir  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  wolde 
Wedde  hir  only,  if  ever  he  wedde  sholde. 

The  day  of  wedding  cam,  but  no  wight 
can  (190)  246 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholde  be ; 
For  which  merveille  wondred  many  a  man. 
And  seyden,  whan  they  were  in  privetee, 
*  Wol  nat  our  lord  yet  leve  his  vanitee  ?  250 
Wol  he  nat  wedde  ?  alias,  alias  the  whyle ! 
Why  wol  he  thus  hini<«elf  and  us  bigyle  ?  * 

But  natheles  this  markis  hath  don  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure, 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Orisildis  sake,  255 
And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde,  lyk  to  hir  stature,  (201) 

And  eek  of  othere  omamentes  alle 
That  un-to  swich  a  wedding  sholde  falle. 

The  tyiae  of  undem  of  the  same  day   260 
Approcheth,  that  this  wedding  sholde  be  ; 
And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  halle  and  ohambres,  ech  in  his 

degree; 
Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plentee     264 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deyntevous  vitaille, 
That  may  be  founde,  as  fer  as  last  Itaille. 

This  royal  markis,  richely  arrayed,    (211) 
Lordes  and  ladyes  in  his  companye. 
The  whiche  unto  the  feste  were  y-prayed, 
And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelrye,         270 
With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Un-to  the  village,  of  the  which  I  tolde, 
In  this  array  the  righte  wey  ban  holde. 

Grisilde  of  this,  god  woot,  ful  innocent, 
That  for  hir  shapen  was  al  this  array,  275 
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To  fecchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went,  (220) 
And  comet  li  hoom  as  sone  as  ever  she  may. 
For  wel  she  hadde  herd  seyd,  that  thilke 

day 
The   markis  sholde  wedde,  and,  if  she 

mighte, 
She  wolde  fajn  han  aeyn  som  of  that 

sighte.  380 

She  thoghte,  '  I  wol  with  othere  maydens 

stonde. 
That  been  my  felawes,  in  our  dore,  and  see 
The  markisesse,  and  therfor  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
The  labour  which  that  lon^th  nn-to  me ; 
And  than  X  may  at  leyser  hir  biholde,  386 
If  she  this  wey  nn-to  the  castel  holde.*  (33 1) 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  threshfold  goon, 
The  markis  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle ; 
And  she  set  donn  hir  water-pot  anoon  390 
Bisyde  the  threshfold,  in  an  oxes  stallo. 
And  doun  np-on  hir  knees  she  gan  to  falle. 
And  with  sod  contenance  kneleth  stillo 
Til  she  had  herd  what  was  thelordes  wille. 

This  thoghtftil  markis  spak  nn-to  this 
maydo  (239)  295 

Pul  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  Wher  is  your  fader,  Grisildis  ?  *  he  sayde. 
And  she  with  reverence,  in  humble  chere, 
Answerde,  *  lord,  he  is  al  redy  here.' 
And  in  she  gooth  with-outen  lenger  lette. 
And  to  the  markis  she  hir  fader  fette.  301 

He  by  the  bond  than  took  this  olde  man. 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  ho  him  hadde 
asyde, 

*  Janicula,  I  neither  may  ne  can  304 
Lenger  the  plesance  of  myn  herte  hydo. 
If  that  thou  vouche-sanf,  what-so  bityde. 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  that  I  wende. 
As  for  my  wyf,  un-to  hir  lyves  ende.  (252) 

Thou  lovest  me,  I  woot  it  wel,  certeyn. 
And  art  my  feithful  lige  man  y-bore ;  310 
And  al  that  lyketh  me,  I  dar  wel  seyn 
It  lyketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore 
Tel  mo  that  poynt  that  I  have  seyd  bifore, 
If  that  thou  wolt  un-to  that  purpos  drawe. 
To  take  mo  as  for  thy  sone-in*lawe  ? '   315 


This  sodeyn  cas  this  man  astoned  so,  (260) 
That  reed  he  wex,  abayst,  and  al  quaking 
He  stood  ;  unnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo. 
But  only  thus :  *  lord,*  quod  he,  *  my  wil- 
ling 
Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayeines  your  lyking  320 
I  wol  no-thing ;  ye  be  my  lord  so  dere ; 
Right  as  yow  lust  govemeth  this  matere.* 

*  Yet  wol  I,*  quod  this  marliis  soflely, 

'  That  in  thy  chambre  I  and  thou  and  she 
Have  a  collacion,  and  wostow  why  ?  335 
For  I  wol  axe  if  it  hir  wille  be  (270) 

To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hir  after  me ; 
And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  noght  speke  out  of  thjm  audience.' 

And  in  the   chambre   whyl   they  were 
aboute  330 

Hir  tretis,  which  as  ye  shal  after  hero. 
The  peple  cam  un-to  the  hous  with-oute, 
And  wondred  hem  in  how  honest  manere 
And  tentifly  she  kepte  hir  fader  dere.  (278) 
But  outerly  Grisildis  wondro  mighte,  335 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  she  swich  a  sighte. 

No  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  were  astoned 
To  seen  so  greet  a  geet  come  in  that  place ; 
She  never  was  to  swiche  gestes  woned, 
For  which  she  loked  with  ful  pale  face. 
But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
Thise  arn  the  wordes  that  the  markis 
sayde  342 

To  this  benigne  verray  feithful  mayde. 

*  Orisilde,'  he  seyde,  *  ye  shul  wel  under^ 

stonde 
It  lyketh  to  your  fader  and  to  me        345 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  may  so 

stonde,  (290) 

As  I  suppose,  ye  wol  that  it  so  be. 
But  thise  demandes  axe  I  first,'  quod  he, 
^  That,  sith  it  shal  be  doon  in  hastif  wyse, 
Wol  ye  assente,  or  elles  yow  avyse  ?     350 

I  seye  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herte 

To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  frely  may, 

As  me  best  thinketh,  do  yow  laughe  or 

smerte. 
And  never  ye  to  gruoche  it,  night  ne  day  ? 

ne  sey  nat 

355 


And  eek  whan  I  sey  "ye," 


"nny,- 
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Neither  by  word  ne  frowning  oontenanee ; 
Swer  this,  and  here  I  swere  our  alliance.' 

Wondring  npon  this  word,  quaking  for 
drede,  (30a) 

She  seyde,  '  lord,  undigne  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thilke  honour  that  ye  me  bede ;  360 
But  as  ye  wol  your-self,  right  so  wol  I. 
And  heer  I  swere  that  never  willingly 
In  werk  ne  thoght  I  nil  yow  disobeye, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 
deyo.'  (308)  364 

'  This  is  y-nogh,  Grisilde  myn  ! '  quod  he. 
And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ful  sobre  chere 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  that  cam  she, 
And  to  the  peple  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 
*  This  is  my  wyf,*  quod  he,  *  that  standeth 

here.  3^ 

Honoureth  hir,  and  loveth  hir,  I  preye, 
Who-so  me  loveth;  ther  is  na-more  to 

seye.' 

And  for  that  no-thing  of  hir  olde  gere 
She  sholde  bringe  in-to  his  hous,  he  bad 
That  wommen  sholde  dispoilen  hir  right 
there ;  (318)  374 

Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right  glad 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wherein  she  was  clad. 
But  natheles  this  mayde  bright  of  hewe 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al  newe. 

Hir  heres  han  they  kembd,  that  "iay  un- 

tressed 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  flngres  smale  380 
A  oorone  on  hir  heed  they  han  y-dressed. 
And  sette  hir  ful  of  nowches  grete  and 

smale; 
Of  hir  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale? 
Unnethe  the  peple  hir  knew  for  hir  fair- 

nesse, 
Whan  she  translated  was  in  swich  rich- 

38s 


This  markis  hath  hir  spoused  with  a  ring 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  than  hir 
sette  (331) 

Up-on  an  hors,  snow-whyt  and  wel  am- 
bling, 
And  to  his  paleys,  er  he  longer  lette, 
With  joyful  peple  that  hir  ladde  and 
mette,  390 


Conveyed  hir,  and    thus  the  day  they 

spende 
In  revel,  til  the  sonne  gan  descende. 

And  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  ohace, 
I  seye  that  to  this  newe  markisesse 
God  hath  swich  favour  sent  hir  of  his 
grace,  395 

That  it  ne  semed  nat  by  lyklinesse     (340) 
That  she  was  bom  and  fed  in  rudenesse, 
As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oxo-Btalle, 
But  norished  in  an  emperoures  halle. 

To  every  wight  she  woxen  is  so  dere    4(x> 
And  worshipful,  that  folk  ther  she  wos 

bore 
And  from  hir  birthe  knewe  hir  yeer  by 

yere, 
Unnethe   trowed  th^,  but  dorste  han 

swore 
That  to  Janide,  of  which  I  spak  bifore, 
She  doghter  nas,  for,  as  by  conjecture,  405 
Hem  thoughte  she  was  another  creature. 

For  thogh  that  ever  vertuous  was  she,  (351) 
She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellence 
Of  thewes  gode,  y-set  in  heigh  bountee, 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  eloquence,  410 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  coude  so  the  peples  herte  embrace. 
That  ech  hir  lovede  that  loked  on  hir  fitce. 

Noght  only  of  Saluoes  in  the  toun 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name,  415 
But  eek  bisyde  in  many  a  regioun,  (360) 
If  oon  seyde  wel,  another  seyde  the  same ; 
So  spradde  of  hir  heigh  bountee  the  fame, 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  as 

olde, 
Gon  to  Seduce,  upon  hir  to  biholde.      420 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  royally. 
Wedded  with  fortunat  honestetee, 
In  goddes  pees  liveth  ful  esily 
At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  y-nogh  had 
he;  (368)  424 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  degree 
Was  ofte  vertu  hid,  the  peple  him  helde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seyn  ftil  selde. 

Nat  only  this  Grisildis  thurgh  hir  wit- 
Coude  al  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomlinesse, 
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But  eek,  whan  that  the  cas  requyred  it, 
The  commiine  profit  coude  she  redreflse. 
Ther  nas  discord,  rancour,  ne  hevinesse 
In  al  that  lond,  that  she  ne  coude  apese. 
And  wysly  bringe  hem  alle  in  reste  and 

AHA 

Tliough  that  hir  hoosbonde  absent  were 
anoon,  435 

If  gentil  men,  or  othere  of  hir  oontreo 
Were  wrothe,  she  wolde  bringen  hem 
atoon ;  (381) 

So  wyse  and  rype  wordes  hadde  she. 
And  jugements  of  so  greet  equitee. 
That  she  from  heven  sent  was,  as  men. 
wende,  440 

Feple  to  save  and  every  wrong  t'amende. 

Xat  longe  tyme  after  that  this  Grisild 
Was  wedded,  she  a  doughter  hath  y-bore, 
Al  had  hir  lever  have  bom  a  knave  child. 
Grlad  was  this  nuurkis  and  the  folk  ther- 
fore ;  445 

For  though  a  mayde  child  come  al  bifore, 
She  may  unto  a  knave  child  atteyne  (391) 
By  lyklihed,  sin  she  nis  nat  bareyne. 

Explicit  secimda  para. 

Ihcipit  tercia  pars. 

Ther  fil,  as  it  bifaUeth  tymes  mo, 
Whan  that  this  child  had  souked  but 

a  throwe,  450 

This  markis  in  his  herte  longeth  so 
To  tempte  his  wyf,  hir  sadnesse  for  to 

knowe. 
That  he  ne  mighte  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  merveillous  desjrr,  his  wyf  t'assaye, 
Needless,  god  woot,  he  thonghte  hir  for 

t'affraye.  455 

He  hadde  assayed  hir  y-nogh  bifore,  (400) 
And  fond  hir  ever  good ;  what  neded  it 
Hir  for  to  tempte  and  alwey  more  and 

more? 
Though  som  men  preise  it  for  a  subtil  wit. 
But  as  for  me,  I  seye  that  yvel  it  sit    460 
T'assaye  a  wyf  whan  that  it  is  no  nede, 
And  putten  her  in  anguish  and  in  drede. 

For  which  this  markis  wroghte  in  this 

-  manere ; 
Ho  cam  alone  arnight.  ther  as  she  lay. 


With  steme  face  and  with  ful  trouble 
ohere,  465 

And  seyde  thus,  *  Grisild,*  quod  he,  *  that 
day  (410) 

That  I  yow  took  out  of  your  povre  array. 
And  putte  yow  in  estaat  of  heigh  noblesse, 
Ye  have  nat  that  forgeten,  as  I  gesse. 

I  seye,  GrisUd,  this  present  dignitee,    470 
In  which  that  I  have  put  yow,  as  I  trowe, 
Maketh  yow  nat  foiyetful  for  to  be 
That  I  yow  took  in  povre  estaat  ftil  lowe 
For  any  wele  ye  moot  your-selven  knowe. 
Tak  hede  of  every  word  that  I  yow  seye, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  but  we 
tweye.  (420)  476 

Ye  woot  your-self  wel,  how  that  ye  cam 

here 
In-to  this  hons,  it  is  nat  longe  ago. 
And  though  to  me  tiiat  ye  be  lief  and 

dere, 
Un-to  my  gentUs  ye  be  no-thing  so ;    4&0 
They  seyn,  to  hem  it  is  greet  shame  and 

wo 
For  to  be  subgets  and  ben  in  servago 
To  thee,  that  bom  art  of  a  smal  village. 

And  namely,  sith  thy  doghter  was  y-bore, 
Thise  wordes  han  they  spoken  doutelees ; 
But  I  desjnre,  as  I  have  doon  bifore,  (430) 
To  live  my  Ijrf  with  hem  in  reste  and 

pees; 
I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  recohelees. 
I  moot  don  with  thy  doghter  for  the 

beste, 
Nat  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  peple  leste.  490 

And  yet,  god  wot,  this  is  ful  looth  to  me ; 
But  nathelees  with'Oute  your  witing 
I  wol  nat  doon,  but  this  wol  I,'  quod  he, 
'  That  ye  to  me  assente  as  in  this  thing. 
Shewe  now  your  paoience  in  your  working 
That  ye  me  highte  and  swore  in  your 
village  (440)  49^ 

That  day  that  maked  was  our  manage.' 

Whan  she  had  herd  al  this,  she  noght 

nmeved 
Neither  in  word,  or  chere,  or  counten- 

aunce; 
For.  as  it  semed.  she  was  nat  agreved :  500 
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She  seyde,  'lord,  al  lyth  in  your  pl»- 

aunce, 
My  child  and  I  with  hertly  oheisaunce 
Ben  yonres  al,  and  ye  mowe  save  or  spiUe 
Yonr  owene  thing ;    werketh  after  yonr 

wille.  504 

Ther  may  no-thing,  god  so  my  aoole  save, 
Lyken  to  yow  that  may  displese  me ;  (450) 
Xe  I  de^yre  no-thing  for  to  have, 
Ne  drede  for  to  lese,  save  only  ye ; 
Tliis  wil  is  in  myn  herte  and  ay  shal  he. 
"So  lengthe  of  tyme  or  deeth  may  this 
deface,  510 

Xe  chaonge  my  oorage  to  another  place.' 

Glad  was  this  markis  of  hir  answering, 
Bat  yet  he  feyned  as  he  were  nat  so ; 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  loking 
Whan  that  he  sholde  oat  of  the  ohamhre 
go.  5»5 

Sone  after  this,  a  forlong  wey  or  two,  (460) 
He  prively  hath  told  al  his  entente 
Un-to  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  him  sente. 

A  maner  sergeant  was  this  privee  man. 
The  which  that  feithiul  ofte  he  foanden 

hadde  530 

In  thinges  grete,  and  eek  swioh  folk  wel 

can 
Don  exeoncioon  on  thinges  badde. 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  him  loved  and 

dradde; 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  his  lordes 

wille, 
In-to  the  chambre  he  stalked  him  fal 

stille.  525 

*■  Ikfadame,*  he  seyde,  *  ye  mote  foryeve  it 

me,  (470) 

Thogh  I  do  thing  to  which  I  am  con- 

streyned ; 
Ye  ben  so  wys  that  ftil  wel  knowe  ye 
That  lordes  hestes  mowe  nat    been   y- 

feyned ; 
They  mowe  wel  been  biwailled  or  com- 

pleyned,  530 

Bat  men  mot  nede  on-to  her  last  obeye, 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  na-moro  to  seye. 

This  child  I  am  comanded  for  to  take ' — 
And  spak  na-more,  bat  oat  the  child  he 
hente 


Despitoosly,  and  gan  a  chero  make       555 
As  thoagh  he  wolde  han  slayn  it  er  he 
wente.  {4.M) 

Grisildis  mot  al  saflren  and  consente ; 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sitteth  meke  and  stille, 
And  leet  this  cruel  sergeant  doon  his  wille. 

Sospecioas  was  the  diifame  of  this  man, 
Saspect  his  face,  sospect  his  word  also ;  541 
Suspect  the  t3nne  in  which  he  this  bigan. 
Alias !  hir  doghter  that  she  lovede  so 
She  wende  he  wolde  han  slawen  it  right 
tho.  544 

But  natheles  she  neither  weep  ne  syked. 
Consenting  hir  to  that  the  markis  lyked. 

But  atte  laste  speken  she  bigan,         (491) 
And  mekely  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde, 
So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil  man. 
That  she  moste  kisse  hir  child  er  that  it 
deyde ;  550 

And  in  her  barm  this  litel  child  she  leyde 
With  fal  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child  to  kisse 
And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisse. 

And  thus  she  seyde  in  hir  benigne  voys, 
*  Far  weel,  my  child ;  I  shal  thee  never 


5=5 


But,  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  Ihe 
croys,  (500) 

Of  thilke  fader  blessed  mote  thou  be. 
That  for  us  deyde  up-on  a  croys  of  tree. 
Thy  soule,  litel  child,  I  him  bitake, 
For  this  night  shaltow  dyen  for  my  sake.' 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas       561 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rewthe  for  to  so ; 
Wel  mighte  a  mooder  than  han  cryed 

'aUas!' 
But  nathelees  so  sad  stedfast  was  she, 
That  she  endured  all  adversiteo,  565 

And  to  the  sergeant  mekely  she  sayde,  (5 10) 
'  Have  heer  agayn  your  litel  yonge  mayde. 

Goth  now,'  quod    she,   *and  dooth  my 

lordes  heste, 
But  o  thing  wol  I  preye  yow  of  jrour  grace, 
That,  but  my  lord  forbad  yow,  atte  Icste 
Burieth  this  litel  body  in  som  place     571 
That  bestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race.' 
But  he  no  word  wol  to  that  purpos  seye, 
But  took  the  child  and  wento  upon  his 

weye. 
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ThiB  eergeant  cam  nn-to  his  lord  ageyn,  575 
And  of  Orisildis  wordes  and  hir  ohere  (520) 
He  tolde  him  point  for  point,  in  short  and 

playn, 
And  him  preaenteth  with    his  doghter 

dere. 
Somwhat  this  lord  hath  rewthe  in  his 

manere; 
Bat  nathelees  his  pnrpos  heeld  he  stille, 
As  lordes  doon,  whan  they  wol  han  hir 

wille;  581 

And  had  his  sergeant  that  he  prively 
Sholde  this   ohild  fhl  softe  winde  and 

wrappe 
With  alle  circnmstances  tendrely, 
And  cane  it  in  a  cofre  or  in  a  lappe ;  585 
But,    np-on  peyne  his   heed   of  for  to 

swappe,  (530) 

That  no  man  sholde  knowe  of  his  entente, 
Ne  whenne  he  cam,  ne  whider  that  he 

wente; 

Bat  at  Boloigne  to  his  soster  dere. 
That  thilke  tyme  of  Panik  was  cotintesse, 
He  sholde  it  take,  and  shewe  hir  this 

matere,  ggi 

BIsekinge  hir  to  don  hir  bisinesse 
This  child  to  fostre  in  alle  gentilesse ; 
And  whos  child  that  it  was  he  bad  hir 

hyde 
From  every  wight,  for  oght  that  may 

bityde.  595 

Hie  sergeant  gooth,  and  hath  ftOfild  this 
thing;  (540) 

Bat  to  this  markis  now  retoame  we ; 
For  now  goth  he  fol  faste  tmayning 
If  by  his  wyyes  chere  he  mighte  see, 
Or  by  hir  word  aperoeyve  that  she       600 
Were  chaanged ;  but  he  never  hir  coade 

finde 
Bat  ever  in  oon  y-lyke  sad  and  kinde. 

As  glad,  as  humble,  as  bi«y  in  servyse, 
And  eek  in  love  as  she  was  wont  to  be. 
Was  she  to  him  in  every  manor  wyse ;  605 
Xe  of  hir  doghter  noght  a  word  spak  she. 
Xon  accident  for  noon  adversitee        (551) 
Was  seyn  in  hir,  ne  never  hir  doghter 

name 
Ne  nempned  she,  in  emest  nor  in  game. 
Explicit  tercia  pars. 


Seqnitnr  pars  qnarta. 

In   this  estaat  ther  passed  been  foure 

yeer 
Er  she  with  childe  was ;  but,  as  god  wolde, 
A  knave  child  she  bar  by  this  Walter, 
Ful  gracious  and  £ur  for  to  biholde. 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fader  tolde, 
Nat  only  he,  but  al  his  contree,  merie  615 
Was  for  this  child,  and  god  they  thanke 

and  herie.  (560) 

Whan  it  was  two  yeer  old,  and  fro  the 

brest 
Departed  of  his  norice,  on  a  day 
This  markis  caughte  yet  another  lest 
To  tempte  his  wyf  yet  ofter,  if  he  may.  620 

0  needles  was  she  tempted  in  assay ! 
But  wedded  men  ne  knowe  no  mesure, 
Whan  that  they  flnde  a  paoient  creature. 

*  Wyf,'  quod  this  markis,  *  ye  han  herd  er 

this, 
My  peple  sikly  berth  our  manage,        625 
And  namely,  sith  my  sone  y-boren  is,  i^jn) 
Now  is  it  worse  than  ever  in  al  our  age. 
The  murmur  sleeth  myn  herte  and  my 

oorage; 
For  to  myne  eras   comth   the  voys  so 

smerte, 
That  it  wel  ny  destroyed  hath  myn  herte. 

Now  sey  th^y  thus,   **whan  Walter  is 

agoon,  631 

Then  shal  the  blood  of  Janicle  succede 
And  been  our  lord,  for  other  have  we 

noon ; " 
Swiohe  wordee  seith  my  peple,  out  of 

drede. 
Wel  oughte  I  of  swioh  murmur  taken 

hede;  6^ 

For  oerteinly  I  drede  swich  sentence,  (580) 
Though  they  nat  pleyn  speke  in  myn 

audience. 

1  wolde  live  in  pees,  if  that  I  mighte ; 
Wherfor  I  am  disposed  outerly, 

As  I  his  suster  servede  by  nighte,         640 
Right  so  thenke  I  to  serve  him  prively ; 
This  wame  I  yow,  that  ye  nat  sodeynly 
Out  of  youivself  for  no  wo  sholde  outrasre; 
Beth  paoient,  and  ther-of  I  yow  proye.' 
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'  I  have,'  quod  she,  *  aeyd  thus,  and  ever 
Bhal,  (589)  645 

I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nil  no  thing,  certayn. 

But  as  yow  list ;  noght  greveth  me  at  al, 

Thogh  that  my  doghter  and  my  sone  be 
slayn, 

At  yonr  comandement,  this  is  to  sayn. 

I  have  noght  had  no  part  of  children 
tweyne  650 

But  first  siknesse,  and  after  wo  and  peyne. 

Ye  been  our  lord,  doth  with  yonr  owene 

thing 
Right  as  yow  list ;  axeth  no  reed  at  me. 
For,  as  I  lefte  at  hoom  al  my  clothing, 
Whan  I  first  cam  to  yow,  right  so,'  quod 

she,  65s 

*■  Lefte  I  my  wil  and  al  my  llbertee,  (600) 
And  took  your  clothing ;  wherfor  I  yow 

preye. 
Doth  your  plesannce,  I  wol   yonr  lust 

obeye. 

And  certes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 

Your  wil  to  knowe  er  ye  your  lust  me 

tolde,  660 

I  wolde  it  doon  with-outen  nedigence ; 
But  now  I  woot  your  lust  and  what  ye 

wolde, 
Al   your   plesaunce    ferme    and    stable 

I  holde ; 
For  wiste  I  that  my  deeth  wolde  do  yow 

ese,  664 

Bight  gladly  wolde  I  dyen,  yow  to  plese. 

Deth  may  noght  make  no  oomparisoun 
Un-to  your  love : '  and,  whan  this  markis 

sey  (611) 

The  Constance  of  his  wjrf,  he  caste  adoun 
His  yen  two,  and  wondreth  that  she  may 
In  pacience  suffire  al  this  array.  670 

And  forth  he  gooth  with  dreiy  oonten- 

aunce, 
But  to  his  herte  it  was  ftil  greet  plesannce. 

This  ugly  sergeant,  in  the  same  wyse 
That  he  hlr  doghter  oaughte,  right  so  he. 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  can  devyse,       675 
Hath  hent   hir   sone,  that   Ail  was  of 
beautee.  (6ao) 

And  ever  in  oon  so  pacient  was  she, 
That  she  no  chere  made  of  hevinesse. 
But  kiste  hir  sone,  and  after  gan  it  blesse; 


Save  this;  she  preyed  him  that,  if  he 
mighte,  680 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erthe  grave. 

His  tendre  limes,  delicat  to  sighte. 

Fro  foules  and  tro  bestes  for  to  save. 

But  she  non  answer  of  him  mighte  have. 

He  wente  his  wey,  as  him  no-thing  ne 
roghte ;  685 

But  to  Boloigne  he  tendrely  it  broghte. 

This  markis  wondreth  ever  lenger  the 
more  (631) 

Up-on  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  soothly  knowen  ther-bifore, 
That  parfitly  hir  children  lovede  slie,  690 
He  wolde  have  wend  that  of  som  subtiltee, 
And  of  malice  or  for  cruel  corage, 
That  she  had  sufEired  this  with  sad  visage. 

But  wel  he  knew  that  next  him-self, 
certayn,  694 

She  loved  hir  children  best  in  eveiy  wyse. 

But  now  of  wommen  wolde  I  axen  fayn, 

If  thise  assajres  mighte  nat  sufiyse  ?  (641) 

What  coude  a  sturdy  housbond  more 
devyse 

To  preve  hir  wyfhod  and  hir  stedfast- 
nesse,  699 

And  he  continuing  ever  in  stnrdinesse  ? 

But  ther  ben  folk  of  swich  condioioun. 

That,  whan  they  have  a  certein  purpos 
take, 

They  can  nat  stinte  of  hir  entencioun. 

But,  right  as  they  were  bounden  to 
a  stake, 

They  wol  nat  of  that  flrste  purpos  slake. 

Bight  so  this  markis  fulliohe  hath  pur- 
posed (650)  706 

To  tempte  his  wyf,  as  he  was  first  disposed. 

He  waiteth,  if  by  word  or  contenanoe 
That  she  to  him  was  changed  of  corage ; 
But  never  coude  he  flnde  variance  ,*      710 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage ; 
And  ay  the  forther  Uiat  she  was  in  age. 
The  more  trewe,  if  that  it  were  possible. 
She  was  to  him  in  love,  and  more  i>enible. 

For  which  it  semed  thus,  that  of  hem  two 
Ther  nas  but  o  wil ;  for,  as  Walter  leste. 
The  same  lust  was  hir  pleeanoe  also,  (661) 
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And,  god  be  thanked,  al  fil  for  the  beste. 
She  shewed  wel,  for  no  worldly  nnreete 
A  wyf,  as  of  hir-eelf,  no-thing  ne  sholde 
Wille  in  effect,  but  as  hir  honsbond  wolde. 

The  sclanndre  of  Walter  ofbe  and  wyde 
spradde,  '^22 

That  of  a  crael  herte  he  wikkedly. 
For  he  a  povre  womman  wedded  hadde, 
Hath  mordred  bothe  his  children  prively. 
Swich  mnrmnr  was  among  hem  comnnly. 
No  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peples  ere  (671) 
Ther  cam  no  word  bat  that  they  mordred 
were. 

For  which,  wher-as  his  peple  ther-bifore 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  sclanndre  of  his 
dififame  730 

Made  hem  that  they  him  hatede  therfore; 
To  been  a  mordrer  is  an  hateful  name. 
But  natheles,  for  omest  ne  for  game 
He  of  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  stente ;     734 
To  tempte  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doghter  twelf  yeer  was  of 
age,  (680) 

He  to  the  court  of  Bome,  in  subtil  wyse 
Enformed  of  his  wil,  sente  his  messs^, 
Comaunding  hem  swiche  bulles  t6  devyse 
As  to  his  cruel  purpos  may  sufEyse,      740 
How  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  reste. 
Bad  him  to  wedde  another,  if  him  leste. 

I  seye,  he  bad  they  sholde  countrefete 
The  popes  bulles,  making  menoioun 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  to  lete,  745 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun,  (690) 

To  stinte  rancour  and  dissencioun 
Bitwise  his  peple  and  him ;  thus  seyde 

^e  bulle, 
The  which  they  han  publiced  atte  fiille. 

The  rude  peple,  as  it  no  wonder  is,  750 
Wenden  ful  w^  that  it  had  been  right  so ; 
But  whan  thise  tydinges  cam  to  Grisildis, 
I  deme  that  hir  herte  was  fal  wo. 
But  she,  y-lyke  sad  for  evermo, 
Disposed  was,  this  humble  creature,  755 
Th'adversitee  of  fortune  al  t'endure.  (700) 

Abyding  ever  his  lust  and  his  plesaunce. 
To  whom  that  she  was  yeven,  herte  and  al, 
As  to  hir  verray  worldly  suffisaunoe ; 


But  shortly  if  this  storie  I  tellen  shal,  760 
This  markis  writen  hath  in  special 
A  lettre  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente. 
And  seorely  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 

To  th'erl  of  Fanik,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially  765 
To  bringen  hoom  agayn  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaat  al  openly.  (711) 

But  o  thing  he  him  preyede  outerly, 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  men  wolde 

enquere, 
Sholde  nat  telle,  whos  children  that  they 

were,  770 

But  seye,  ^e  mayden  sholde  y-wedded  be 
Un-to  the  markis  of  Saluce  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dide  he ; 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  wey  is  goon 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordes  many  oon,  775 
In  riche  array,  this  mayden  for  to  gyde ; 
Hir  yonge  brother  lyding  hir  bi^de.  (721) 

Arrayed  was  toward  hir  manage 

This  fresshe  mayde,  ful  of  gemmes  clere ; 

Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  yeer  was  of 

age,  780 

Arrayed  eek  ful  fresh  in  his  manere. 
And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  and  with  glad 

chere, 
Toward  Saluoes  shaping  hir  journey, 
Fro  day  to  day  they  lyden  in  hir  wey. 

Explicit  quarta  pars. 

Sequitur  quinta  pars. 

Among  al  this,  aiter  his  wikke  usage,  785 
This  markis,  yet  his  wyf  to  tempte  more 
To  the  uttereste  preve  of  hir  corage,  (731) 
Fully  to  han  eicperience  and  lore 
If  that  she  were  as  stedfast  as  bifrane. 
He  on  a  day  in  open  audience  790 

Ful  boistously  hath  seyd  hir  this  sentence : 

'Certes,  Grisilde,  I  hadde  y-nough  ples- 
aunce 

To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  your  goodnesse, 

As  for  your  trouthe  and  for  your  obeis- 
aunce, 

Nought  for  your  linage  ne  for  your 
richesse ;  795 

But  now  knowe  I  in  verray  soothfast- 
nesse  (740) 
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That  in  gret  lordshipe,  if  I  wel  axyao, 
Ther  is  gret  servitute  in  sondxy  wyse. 

I  may  nat  don  as  every  plowman  may ; 
Hy  i)eple  me  constreyneth  for  to  take  800 
Another  wyf,  and  cryen  day  by  day ; 
And  eek  the  pope,  rancour  for  to  slake, 
Consenteth  it,  that  dar  I  undertake ; 
And  treweliche  thus  maohe  I  wol  yow 

seye, 
My  newe  "wjrf  is  coming  by  the  weye,   805 

Be  strong  of  herte,  and  voyde  anon  hir 
place,  (750) 

And  thilke  dower  that  ye  broghten  me 
Tak  it  agayn,  I  grannte  it  of  my  grace ; 
Hetonmeth  to  your  fadres  hous,'  quod  he ; 

*  No  man  may  alwey  han  proqperitee ;  810 
With  evene  herte  I  rede  yow  t'endure 
The  strook  of  fortune  or  of  aventure.* 

And  she  answerde  agayn  in  pacience, 

*  My  lord,'  quod  she,  '  I  woot,  and  wiste 

alway 
How  that  bitwixen  your  magnificence  815 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  can  ne  may  (760) 
Maken  comparison ;  it  is  no  nay. 
I  ne  heeld  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  your  wyf,  no,  ne  your  chamberere. 

And  in  this  hous,  ther  ye  me  lady  made — 
The  heighe  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse,  821 
And  also  wisly  he  my  soule  glade — 
I  never  heeld  me  lady  ne  maistresse. 
But  humble  servant  to  your  worthinesse. 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 
dure,  825 

Aboven  every  worldly  creature.  (770) 

That  ye  so  longe  of  your  benignitee 
Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobleye, 
Wher-as  I  was  noght  worthy  for  to  be, 
That  thonke  I  god  and  yow,  to  whom 
I  preye  830 

Foiyelde  it  yow ;  there  is  na-more  to  seye. 
Un-to  my  fader  gladly  wol  I  wende. 
And  with  him  dwelle  un-to  my  lyves  ende. 

Ther  I  was  fostred  of  a  child  ftil  smal. 
Til  I  be  deed,  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede     855 
A  widwe  olene,  in  body,  herte,  and  aL  (780) 
For  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  toj  maydenhede, 
And  am  your  trewe  wjrf,  it  is  no  dxede, 


God  shilde  swich  a  lordes  wyf  to  take 
Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make.  840 

And  of  your  newe  wyf,  god  of  his  grace 
So  graunte  yow  wele  and  prosperitee  : 
For  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hir  my  place. 
In  which  that  I  was  blisful  wont  to  be, 
For  sith  it  lyketh  yow,  my  lord,'  quod 

she,  84s 

'  That  whylom  weren  al  myn  hertes  reste, 
That  I  shal  goon,  I  wol  gon  whan  yow 

leste.  (79O 

But  ther-as  ye  me  profre  swich  dowaire 
As  I  first  broghte,  it  is  wel  in  my  minde 
It  were  my  wrecched  clothes,  no-thing 

faire,  850 

The  which  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to 

finde. 
O  gode  god  !  how  gentil  and  how  kinde 
Te  scmed  by  your  si>eche  and  your  visage 
The  day  that  maked  was  our  mariage  ! 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  aJgate  I  finde  it  trewe — 
For  in  effect  it  proved  is  on  mo—  (800)  856 
Love  is  noght  old  as  whan  that  it  is  newe. 
But  certes,  lord,  for  noon  adversitee, 
To  dyen  in  the  cas,  it  shal  nat  bo  859 
That  ever  in  word  or  werk  I  shal  repente 
That  I  yow  yaf  myn  herte  in  hool  entente. 

My  lord,  ye  woot  that,  in  my  fadres  place, 
Ye  dede  me  strei>e  out  of  my  povre  wede, 
And  richely  me  cladden,  of  your  gra<}e. 
To  yow  broghte  I  noght  elles,  out  of  drede, 
But  feyth  and  nakednesse  and  mayden- 
hede. (810)  866 
And  here  agayn  my  clothing  I  restore. 
And  eek  my  wedding-ring,  for  evermore. 

The  remenant  of  your  jewels  redy  be   869 
In-with  your  chambre,  dar  I  saufiy  sayn ; 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,'  quod  she, 
'  I  cam,  and  naked  moot  I  tume  agayn. 
Al  your  plesaunce  wol  I  folwen  fayn ; 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  your  entente  874 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  your  jNiIeys  wente. 

Ye  coude  nat  doon  so  dishoneste  a  thing. 
That  thilke  wombe  in  which  your  children 
leye  (8a  i) 

Sholde,  bifom  the  peple,  in  my  walking, 
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Be  seyn  al  bare ;  -wherfor  I  yow  preye, 
Lat  me  nat  lyk  a  worm  go  by  the  weye.  880 
Remembre  yow,  myn  owene  lord  so  dere, 
I  was  your  wyf,  ihogh  I  unworthy  were. 

Wherfor,  in  gaerdon  of  my  maydenhede, 
Which  that  I  broghte,  and  noght  agayn 

I  here,  884 

As  voucheth  sanf  to  yeve  me,  to  my  mede, 
But  swich  a  smok  as  I  was  wont  to  were. 
That  I  therwith  ma^  wrye  the  wombe  of 

here  (831) 

That  was  your  wyf ;  and  heer  take  I  my 

leve 
Of  yow,  myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow  grove.* 

'  The  smok,'  quod  he,  *  that  thou  hast  on 
thy  bak,  890 

Lat  it  be  stille,  and  her  it  forth  with  thee.' 
But  wel  unnethes  thilke  word  he  spak, 
But  wente  his  wey  for  rewthe  and  for 

pitee. 
Bifom  the  folk  hir-selven  strepeth  she, 
And  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  al 
bare,  (839)  895 

Toward  hir  fjEbder  hoos  forth  is  she  fSEure. 

The  folk  hir  folwe  wepinge  in  hir  weye, 
And  fortune  ay  they  cursen  as  they  goon ; 
But  she  fro  weping  kepte  hir  yen  dreye, 
Ne  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  she  noon.  900 
Hir  fader,  that  this  tyding  herde  anoon, 
Curseth  the  day  and  tyme  that  nature 
Shoop  him  to  been  a  lyves  creature. 

For  out  of  doute  this  olde  povre  man 
Was  ever  in  suspect  of  hir  mariage ;    905 
For  ever  he  demed,  sith  that  it  bigan,(85o) 
That  whan  the  lord  ftilfild  had  his  oorage, 
Him  wolde  thinke  it  were  a  disparage 
To  his  cstaat  so  lowe  for  t'alighte. 
And  voyden  hir  as  sone  as  ever  he  mighte. 

Agayns  his  doghter  hastilich  goth  he,  911 
For  he  by  noyse  of  folk  knew  hir  cominge. 
And  with  hir  olde  cote,  as  it  mighte  be. 
He  covered  hir,  ful  sorwefully  wepinge ; 
But  on  hir  body  mighte  he  it  nat  bringe. 
For  rude  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  than  at  hir  mariage.      (861) 

Thus  with  hir  fader,  for  a  certeyn  space, 
Dwelleth  this  flour  of  wyfly  pacienoe, 


That  neither  by  hir  wordes  ne  hir  fJAce  920 
Bifom  the  folk,  ne  eek  in  hir  absence, 
Ne  shewed  she  that  hir  was  doon  offence ; 
Ne  of  hir  heigh  estaaf  no  remembraunce 
Ne  hadde  she,  as  by  hir  countenaunce. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  grete  estaat    925 
Hir  goost  was  ever  in  pleyn  humylitee ; 
No  tendre  mouth,  non  herte  delicaat,  (871) 
No  pompe,  no  seipblant  of  royaltee, 
But  ful  of  pacient  benignitee, 
Discreet  and  prydeles,  ay  honurable,   930 
And  to  hir  housbonde  ever  meke  and 
stable. 

Ken  speke  of  Job  and  most  for  his  hum- 

blesse. 
As  olerkes,  whan  hem  list,  can  wel  endyte, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  in  soothfastnesse, 
Thogh  clerkes   preyse  wommen    but   a 

lyte,  935 

Ther  can  no  man  in  humblesse  himao- 

quyte  (880) 

As  womman  can,  ne  can  ben  half  so  trewe 
As  wommen  been,  but  it  be  falle  of-newe. 

[Pan  Stzta.] 

Fro  Boloigne  is  this  erl  of  Fanik  come. 
Of  which  the  fame  np-sprang  to  more  and 

lesse,  940 

And  in  the  peples  eres  alle  and  some 
Was  couth  eek,  that  a  newe  markisesse 
He  with  him  broghte,  in  swich  pompe  and 

richesse, 
That  never  was  ther  seyn  with  mannes  yB 
So  noble  array  in  al  West  Lunbardye.  945 

The  markis,  which  that  shoop  and  knew 
al  this,  (890) 

Er  that  this  erl  was  come,  sente  his  message 

For  thilke  sely  povre  Orisildis ; 

And  she  with  humble  herte  and  glad 
visage,  949 

Nat  with  no  swollen  thoght  in  hir  oorage. 

Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hir  knees  hir 
sette, 

And  reverently  and  wysly  she  him  grette, 

*  Grisild,'  quod  he,  *  my  wille  is  onterly, 
This  mayden,  that  shal  wedded  been  to  me, 
Beoeyved  be  to>morwe  as  xoyaUy  955 
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As  it  possible  is  in  myn  hons  to  be.    (900) 
And  eek  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Have  his  estaat  in  sitting  and  servjrse 
And  heigh  plesaunce,  as  I  can  best  devyse. 

I  have  no  wommen  snifisannt  certayn  960 
The  ohambres  for  t'arraye  in  ordinaunoe 
After  my  Inst,  and  therfor  wolde  I  fayn 
That  thyn  were  al  swioh  maner  govem- 

annce ; 
Thou  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  plesannce ; 
Though  thyn  array  be  badde  and  yvel 

biseye,  965 

Do  thon  thy  devoir  at  the  leeste  weye.'  (910) 

*  Nat  only,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,'  quod  she, 

*  To  doon  your  Inst,  bat  I  dettyre  also 
Yow  for  to  serve  and  plese  in  my  degree 
With-oatenfeynting,and  shalevermo.  970 
Ne  never,  for  no  wele  ne  no  wo, 

Ne  shal  the  gostwith-in  myn  hertestente 
To  love  yow  best  with  al  my  trewe  entente.' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hons  to 

dighte. 
And  tables  for  to  sette  and  beddes  make ; 
And  peyned   hir   to  doon  al  that   she 

mighte,  (930)  976 

Preying  the  chambereres,  for  goddes  sake, 
To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  swepe  and  shake ; 
And  she,  the  moste  servisable  of  alle, 
Hath  every  chambre  arrayed  and  hishalle. 

Abonten  nndem  gan  this  erl  alighte,  981 
That  with  him  broghte  thise  noble  ohUd- 

ren  tweye. 
For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 
Of  hir  array,  so  richely  biseye ; 
And  than  at  erst  amonges  hem  th^seye. 
That  Walter  was  no  fool,  thogh  that  him 

leste  (930)  986 

To  chaxmge  his  wyf ,  for  it  was  for  the  beste. 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  demon  alle. 
Than  is  Grisild,  and  more  tendre  of  age. 
And   fairer   fmit   bitwene  hem   sholde 

falle,  990 

And  more  plesant,  for  hir  heigh  linage ; 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fair  was  of  visage, 
That  hem  to  seen  the  peple  hath  caoght 

plesannce, 
Commending,  now  th9  markis   govem- 

annoe. — 


Auctor.  ^  O  stormy  jteple !  nnsad  and  ever 
nntrewe !  (939)  995 

Ay  nndiscreet  and  channging  as  a  vane, 

Belyting  ever  in  mmbel  that  is  newe. 

For  lyk  the  mono  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane ; 

Ay  tal  of  clapping,  dere  y-nogh  a  jane ; 

Your  doom  is  fals,  yonr  constance  yvel 
preveth,  1000 

A  fill  greet  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  leveth ! ' 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  citee, 
Whan  tiiat  the  peple  gazed  np  and  doon. 
For  they  were  glad,  right  for  the  noveltee. 
To  han  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toon.  1005 

Na-more  of  this  make  I  now  mencionn ; 
Bnt  to  Grisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse,  (951) 
And  telle  hir  constance  andhirbisinesse. — 

Ful  bi^y  was  Grisilde  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  feste  was  apertinent ;        toio 
Right  noghtwas  she  abaystof  hir  clothing, 
Though  it  were  mde  and  somdel  eek  to- 
rent. 
Bnt  with  glad  ohere  to  the  yate  is  went. 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  the  markisesse. 
And  after  that  doth  forth  hir  bisinesse.  10x5 

With  so  glad  chore  hisgestes  she  receyveth, 
And  conningly,  everioh  in  his  degree,  (961) 
That  no  defante  no  man  aperoeyveth  ; 
Bat  ay  they  wondren  what  she  mighte  be 
That  in  so  povre  array  wasfor  to  see,  loao 
And  conde  swich  hononr  and  reverence ; 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  pradenoe. 

In  al  this  mene  whyle  she  ne  stente 
This  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  oom- 

mende 
With  al  hir  herte,  in  fal  benigne  entente, 
So  wel,  that  no    man  ooade    hir  prys 

amende.  (970)  1006 

Bat  atte  laste,  whan  that  thise  lordes 

wende 
To  sitten  doan  to  mete,  he  gan  to  calle 
Grisilde,  as  she  vras  bisy  in  his  halla 

*  Grisilde,'  qnod  he,  as  it  were  in  his 

pley,  1030 

*  Howlyketh  thee  my  wyf  and  hir  beantee?' 

*  Bight  wel,'  qaod  she,  *my  lord;  for,  in 

good  fey, 
A  fairer  say  I  never  noon  than  she. 
I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  prosperitee  ;      1034 


6io 
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And  so  hope  I  that  he  wol  to  yow  sende 
Flesanoe  y-nogh  nn-to  yoor  lyves  ende. 

0  thing  biseke  I  yow  and  wame  also,  (981) 
That  ye  ne  prikke  with  no  tormentinge 
This  tendre  mayden,  as  ye  han  don  mo ; 
For  she  is  fostred  in  hir  norishinge    1040 
More  tendrely,  and,  to  my  snpposinge, 
She  conde  nat  adversitee  endore 

As  coade  a  povre  fostred  creature.* 

And  whan  this  Walter  say  hir  pacience, 
Hir  glade  chere  and  no  malioe  at  al,  1045 
And  he  so  ofte  had  doon  to  hir  offence,(99o) 
And  she  1^  sad  and  constant  as  a  wal, 
Continning  ever  hir  innocence  overal, 
This  sturdy  markis  gan  his  herte  dresse 
To  re  wen  np^n  hir  wyfly  stedfastnesse.  1050 

*  This  is  y-nogh,  Grisilde  myn,'  quod  he, 
*■  Be  now  na-more  agast  ne  yvel  apayed ; 

1  haye  thy  feith  and  thy  benignitee. 
As  wel  aa  ever  womman  was,  assayed, 

In  greet  estaat,  and  povreliche  arrayed.  1055 

Now  knowe  I,   dere  wjrf,   thy  sted&st- 

nesse,' —  (1000) 

And  hir  in  umes  took  and  gan  hir  kesse. 

And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keep ; 
She  herde  nat  what  thing  he  to  hir  seyde ; 
She  ferde  as  she  had  stert  out  of  a  sleep, 
Tilsheontofhirmasednesseabreyde.  1061 
'Grisilde,'  quod  he,  'by  god  that  for  ub 

deyde, 
Thou  art  my  wyf,  ne  noon  other  I  have, 
Ne  never  hadde,  as  god  my  soule  save ! 

This  is  thy  doghter  which  thou  hast  sup- 
posed 1065 

To  be  my  wyf;  that  other  feithfully  (loio) 

Shal  be  myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed ; 

Thou  bare  him  in  thy  body  trewely. 

At  Boloigne  have  I  kept  hem  prively ;  1069 

Tak  hem  agayn,  for  now  maystow  nat 
seye 

That  tiiou  hast  lorn  non  of  thy  children 
tweye. 

And  folk  that  otherw^es  han  seyd  of  me, 
I  wame  hem  wel  that  I  have  doon  this 

dede 
For  no  malice  ne  for  no  crueltee,         1074 


But  for  t'  assaye  in  thee  thy  wommanhede, 
And  nat  to  deen  my  children,  god  for- 
bede !  (loao) 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  stille, 
Til  I  thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  wille.' 

Whan  she  this  herde,  aswowne  doun  she 

falleth  1079 

For  pitous  joye,  and  after  hir  swowninge 

She  bothe  hir  yonge  children  un-to  hir 

caJleth, 
And  in  hir  armes,  pitously  wepinge, 
Embraoeth  hem,  and  tendrely  kissinge 
Ful  lyk  a  mooder,  with  hir  salte  teres  1084 
She  batheth  bothe  hir  visage  and  hir  heres. 

O,  which  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  see  (1030) 
Hir  swowning,  and  hir  humble  voys  to 

here ! 
'Grauntmercy,  lord,  that  thanke  I  yow,' 

quod  she, 
'That  ye  han  saved  me  my  children  dere ! 
Now  rekke  I  never  to  ben  deed  right 

here ;  1090 

Sith  Istondeinyourlove  and  in  your  grace. 
No  fors  of  deeth,  ne  whan  my  i^irit  pace! 

O  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yonge  children  myne^ 
Your  woful  mooder  wende  stedfastly  1094 
That  cruel  houndes  or  som  foul  vermyne 
Hadde  eten  yow ;  but  god,  of  his  mercy. 
And  your  benigne  fader  tendrely  (1041) 
Hath  doon  yow  kept ; '  and  in  that  same 

stounde 
Al  sodeynly  she  swapte  adoun  to  grounde. 

And  in  her  swough  so  sadly  holdeth  she 
Hir  children  two,  whan  she  gan  hem 

t'embrace,  1  loi 

That  with  greet  sleighte  and  greet  diffi- 

cultee 
The  children  from  hir  arm  they  gonne 

araoe.  (1047) 

O  many  a  teer  on  many  a  pitous  face  1104 
Doun  ran  of  hem  that  stoden  hir  biqyde ; 
Unnethe  abouten  hir  mighte  they  abyde. 

Walter  hir  gladeth,  and  hir  sorwe  slaketh; 
She  zyseth  up,  abaysed,  from  hir  traunce, 
Andeveiy  wight  hir  joye  andfestemaketh, 
Til  she  hath  caught  agt^yxi  hir  oonten- 
aunce.  mo 
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Walter  hir  dooth  so  feithfolly  plesannce, 
That  it  was  deyntee  for  to  seen  the  chere 
Bitwixe  hem  two,  now  they  ben  met  y-fere. 

Thise  ladyes,  whan  that  they  hir  tyme  say, 
Han  taken  hir,  and  in-to  chambre  goon, 
And  strepen  hir  out  of  hir  mde  array,(  1060) 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  that  brighte  shoon, 
With  a  coronne  of  many  a  riche  stoon 
Ui)-on  hir  heed,  they  in-to  halle  hir 
broghte,  11 19 

And  ther  she  wafl  honoured  as  hir  oghte. 

Thns  hath  this  pitons  day  a  blisfnl  ende. 
For  every  man  and  womman  dooth  his 

might  * 

This  day  in  murthe  and  revel  to  dispende 
Til  on  iJie  welkne  shoon  the  sterres  light. 
For  more  solempne  in  eveiy  mannes  sight 
This  feste  was,  and  gretter  of  costage,  1 126 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  mariage.   (1071 ) 

Fnl  many  a  yeer  in  heigh  prosperitee 
Liven  thise  two  in  concord  and  in  reste, 
And  richely  his  doghter  maried  he     1 130 
Un-to  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthieste 
Of  al  Itaille  ;  and  than  in  pees  and  reste 
His  wyves  fader  in  his  court  he  kepeth. 
Til  that  the  soiile  oat  of  his  body  crepeth. 

TTia  sone  sacoedetii  in  his  heritage       1135 
In  reste  and  pees,  after  his  fader  day ;  (1080) 
And  fortonat  was  eek  in  mariage, 
Al  patte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay, 
As  it  hath  been  in  olde  tymes  yore,     1 140 
And  herkneth  what  this  auctoor  seith 
therfore. 

This  storie  is  seyd,  nat  for  that  wyves 

sholde 
Folwen  Grisilde  as  in  hnmilitee. 
For  it  were  importable,  though  they  wolde ; 
Bat  for  that  every  wight,  in  his  degree,  1 145 
Sholde  be  constant  in  adversitee  (1090) 
As  was  Grisilde ;  therfor  Fetrark  wrjrteth 
This  storie,  which  with  heigh  style  he 

endjrteth. 

For,  sith  a  womman  was  so  pacient    1149 
Un-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  us  oghte 
Beceyven  al  in  gree  that  god  us  sent ; 


For  greet  skile  is,  he  prove  that  he  wroghte. 
But  he  ne  tempteth  no  man  that  heboghtoi 
As  seith  seint  Jame,  if  ye  his  pistel  rede ; 
He  preveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede,  1 155 

And  suffreth  us,  as  for  our  excerc3r8e,(i  100) 
With  sharpe  scourges  of  adversitee 
Ful  ofte  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wyse ; 
Nat  for  to  knowe  our  wil,  for  certes  he, 
£r  we  were  bom,  knew  al  our  freletee;ii6o 
And  for  our  beste  is  al  his  govemaunce ; 
Lat  us  than  live  in  vertuous  saffraunce.* 

But  o  word,  lordinges,  herkneth  er  I  go : — 
It  were  ful  hard  to  finde  now  a  dayes  (i  108) 
In  al  a  toun  Grisildes  three  or  two ;  1 165 
For,  if  that  they  were  put  to  swiche  assayes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  alayes 
With  bras,  that  thogh  the  coyne  be  fair 

at  y6. 
It  wolde  rather  breste  a-two  than  plye. 

For  which  heer,  for  the  wyvM  love  of 
Bathe,  11 70 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  secte  god  mayntene 
In  heigh  maistrye,  and  elles  were  it  scathe, 
I  wol  with  lusty  herte  fresshe  and  grene 
Seyn  yow  a  song  to  glade  yow,  I  wene. 
And  lat  us  stinte  of  emestftd  matere : — 


Herkneth  my 
manere. 


song,  that 


seith  in  this 
(1120)  1176 


Lenvoy  de  Chaucer. 

Grisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hir  pacience, 
And  bothe  atones  buried  in  Itaille ; 
For  which  I  crye  in  open  audience. 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  t'assaille  1 180 
His  wyves  pacience,  in  hope  to  finde 
Grisildes,  lor  in  certein  he  shall  faille  ! 

*  It  seems  to  have  been  Chaaoer*8  irUentianf 
in  thejlrst  instance^  to  end  this  Tale  here.  Hence, 
IM  Jlnd,  in  MSS.  E.  Hn.  Cm.  Dd.,  Vu  following 
penuine,  but  rejected  stanza,  suitable  for  insertion 
at  this  point:  — 

Bihold  the  merye  wordes  of  the  Hoste. 

Thifl  worthy  Clerk,  whAn  ended  was  hii  tale. 

Our  hoste  seyde,  and  swoor  by  goddes  bones, 

'  Me  were  lever  than  a  barel  ide 

My  wyf  at  boom  had  herd  this  legende  ones ; 

This  is  a  gentil  tale  for  the  nones. 

As  to  my  purpos,  wiste  ve  my  wille  * 

But  thing  that  wol  nat  be,  lat  it  be  stille.* 

Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk 
of  Ozenford. 


X  2 


6l2 


^9e  tanittiuv^  ZattB, 


[t.  9059—9120. 


O  noble  wyves,  fol  of  heigh  pmdence, 
Lat  noon  humiUtee  your  tongenaille,  1184 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  have  cause  or  diligence 
To  yrryt&  of  yowa  storie  of  swich  mervaille 
As  of  GrisUdis  paoient  and  kinde ;  ( 1 13 1 ) 
Lest  Cliichevaohe  yow  swelwe  in  hir  en- 
traille ! 

Folweth  Ekko,  that  holdeth  no  silence, 
But  evere  answereth  at  the  ooantretaiUe ; 
Beth  nat  bidafPed  for  your  innocence,  1 191 
But  sharply  tak  on  yow  the  govemaille. 
Emprinteth  wel  this  lesson  in  your  minde 
For  commune  profit,  sith  it  may  availle. 

Ye  arche>vyves,  stondeth  at  defence,  1195 
Sinyebe  stronge  asis  a  greet  camaille;  ( 1 140) 
Nesuflreth  nat  that  men  yow  doon  offence. 
And  solendre  wyves,  feble  as  in  bataUle, 


Beth  egre  as  is  a  tygre  yond  in  Inde ; 
Ay  clappeth  as  a  mille,  I  yowconsaille.  laoo 

Ne  dreed  hem  nat,  do  hem  no  reverence ; 
For  though  thyn  housbonde  armed  be  in 

maille. 
The  arwes  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Shal  perce  his  brest ,  and  eek  his  aventaille ; 
In  jalousye  I  rede  eek  thou  him  binde,  1205 
And  thou  shalt  make  him  couche  as  dooth 

a  quaille.  ("50) 

If  thou  be  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  presence 
Shew  thou  thy  visage  and  thyn  apparaille ; 
If  thou  be  foul,  be  free  of  thy  dispence,iao9 
Togete  thee  freendes  ay  do  thy  travaille ; 
Be  ay  of  chere  as  light  as  leef  on  linde, 
And  lat  him  care,  and  wepe,  and  wringe, 
andwaiUel  (1156) 


Here  endeth  the  Clerk  of  Ozonford  his  Tale. 


THE   MERCHANT'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Blarchantes  Tale. 


*WxpiKo  and  wayling,  care,  and  other 

Borwe 
I  know  y-nogh,  on  even  and  a-morwe,' 
Quod  the  Marchaunt, '  and  so  don  othere 

mo  •  iai5 

That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be  so. 
For,  wel  I  woot,  it  fkreth  so  with  me. 
I  have  a  wyf,  the  worste  that  may  be  ; 
For  thogh  the  feend  to  hir  y.^oupled  were. 
She  wolde  him  overmacche,  I  dar  wel 

swere.  1230 

What  sholde  I  yow  reherce  in  special 
Hir  hye  malice  ?  she  is  a  shrewe  at  aL  (xo) 
Ther  is  a  long  and  large  difference 
Bitwix  Grisildis  grete  pacience 
And  of  my  wyf  the  passing  crueltee.    1225 
Were  I  unbounden,  al-so  moot  I  thee ! 
I  wolde  never  eft  comen  in  the  snare. 
We  wedded  men  live  in  sorwe  and  care ; 


Assaye  who-so  wol,  and  he  shal  finde 
I  seye  sooth,  by  seint  Thomas  of  Inde,  1230 
As  for  the  more  part,  I  sey  nat  alle. 
God  shilde  that  it  sholde  so  bifalle  !    (20) 

A !  good  sir  hooet  I  I  have  y-wedded  be 
Thise  monthes  two,  and  more  nat,  pardee ; 
And  yet,  I  trowe,  he  that  all  his  lyve  1255 
Wyflees  hath  been,  though  that  men  wolde 

himryve 
Un-to  the  herte,  ne  coude  in  no  manere 
TeUen  so  muohel  sorwe,  as  I  now  here 
Coude  tellen  of  my  wyves  cursednesse  ! ' 

*  Now,'  quod  our  boost,  '  Marchaunt,  so 
god  yow  blesse,  1240 

QixL  ye  so  muohel  knowen  of  that  art, 
Ful  hertely  I  pray  yow  telle  us  part.'  (30) 

'  Gladly,'  quod  he,  '  but  of  myn  owene 
sore, 
For  sory  herte,  I  telle  may  na-more,'  1244 
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THE    MARCHANTES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Harchantes  Tale. 


WBYLOMiherwasdwelllnge  in  Lnmbardye 
A  worthy  knight,  that  bom  was  of  Pavye, 
In  which  he  lived  in  greet  proeperitee ; 
And  sixty  yeer  a  wyflees  man  was  he, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
On  wonunen,  ther-as  was  his  appetyt,  1250 
As  doon  thise  folea  that  ben  secnleer. 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty  yeer, 
Were  it  for  holinesse  or  for  dotage, 
lean  natseye,  bat  swioh  a  greet  corage,  (10) 
Hadde  this  knight  to  been  a  wedded  man, 
That  day  and  night  he  dooth  al  that  he  oan 
T'espyen  where  he  mighte  wedded  be ; 
Preyinge  our  lord  to  granten  him,  that  he 
Mighte  ones  knowe  of  thilke  blisfdl  lyf 
That  is  bitwixe  an  housbond  and  his  wyf ; 
And  for  to  live  under  that  holy  bond    1 26 1 
With  which   that   first  god   man   an^ 

womman  bond. 
*  Xon  other  lyf,'  seyde  he,  *  is  worth  a  bene ; 
For  wedlok  is  so  eey  and  so  dene,        (30) 
That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paiadys.'      1265 
Thns  seyde  this  olde  knight,  that  was  so 

wys. 
And  certeinly,  as  sooth  as  god  is  king, 
To  take  a  wyf,  it  is  a  glorious  thing, 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hoor ; 
Thanne  is  a  wyf  the  frnitof  his  tresor.  1270 
Than  sholde  he  take  a  yong  wyf  and  a  feir. 
On  which  he  mighte  eugendren  him  an 

heir. 
And  lede  his  lyf  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Wher-as  thise  bacheleres  singe  'alias,'  (30) 
Whan  that  they  finden  any  adversitee  1275 
In  love,  which  nis  but  childish  vanitee. 
And  trewely  it  sit  wel  to  be  so. 
That  bacheleres  have  often  peyne  and  wo ; 
On  brotel  ground  they  builde,  and  brotel- 

nesse  1279 

They  finde,  whan  they  wene  sikemesse. 


They  live  but  as  a  brid  or  as  a  beste. 
In  Ubertee,  and  under  non  areste, 
Ther-as  a  wedded  man  in  his  estaat 
Liveth  a  lyf  blisful  and  ordinaat,        (40) 
Under  the  yok  of  manage  y-bounde  ;    1285 
Wel  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  blisse 

habounde. 
For  who  oan  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
Who  is  so  trewe,  and  eek  so  ententyf 
To  kepe  him,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make? 
For  wele  or  wo,  she  wol  him  nat  forsake. 
She  nis  nat  wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lye  bedrede  til  he  sterve. 
And  yet  somme  olerkes  seyn,  it  nis  nat  so. 
Of  whiche  he,  Theofraste,  is  oon  of  tho.  (50) 
WhatforcethoughTheofrastelistelye?i295 
'Ke  take  no  wyf,'  quod  he,  *for  hous- 

bondrye, 
As  for  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispence; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  more  diligence, 
Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  thyn  owene  wyf. 
Forshewololayme  half  partalhir  lyf;  1300 
And  if  that  thou  be  syk,  so  god  me  save, 
Thy  verray  firendes  or  a  trewe  knav& 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she  that  waitethay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  don  many  a  day.' 
And   if  thou   take   a  wyf  un-to  thyn 
hold,  (61)  [T.  om, 

Ful    lightly    maystow    been     a    coke- 
wold.  1306  [T.  om. 
This  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thinges 

worse, 
Wryteth  this  man,  ther  god  his  bones 

corse ! 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanitee  ; 
Deffye  Theofraste  and  herke  me.         13 10 

A  wyf  is  goddes  yifbe  verraily ; 
AUe  other  maner  yifbes  hardily, 
As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  commune. 
Or  moebles,  alle  ben  yifbes  of  fortune,  (70) 


6i4 
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That  passen  as  a  shadwe  upon  a  wal.   13 15 
Bat  dredelees,  if  plejmly  speke  I  shal, 
A  yryfvrol  laste,  and  in  thyn  hoas  endure, 
Wei  longer  than  thee  list,  paraventnre. 

Manage  is  a  fnl  gret  sacrement ; 
He  which  that  hath  no  wyfj  I  holde  him 

shent ;  1320 

He  liveth  helplees  and  al  desolat, 
I  speke  of  folk  in  secnler  estaat. 
And  herke  why,  I  sey  nat  this  for  noght,(79) 
That  womman  is  for  manneshelp  y-wroght. 
The  hye  god,  whan  he  hadde  Adam  maked, 
And  sangh  him  al  allone,  bely-naked,  1326 
God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seyde  than, 
*  lAt  TIB  now  make  an  help  nn-to  this  man 
Lyk  to  him-self;'  and  thanne  he  made 

him  Eve.  13^ 

Heer  may  ye  se,  and  heer-hy  may  ye  prove, 
That  wjrf  is  mannes  help  and  his  confort. 
His  paradys  t^rrestre  and  his  disport 
So  buxom  and  so  vertnons  is  she, 
They  moste  nedes  live  in  nnitee.  (90)  1334 
O  flesh  they  been,  and  o  flesh,  as  I  gesse, 
Hath  bat  on  herte,  in  wele  and  in  distresse. 

A  wjrf !  a !  Seinte  Marie,  bm,*eUe  ! 
TLovr  mighte  a  man  han  any  adversitee 
That  hath  a  wyf?  certes,  I  can  nat  seye.  1339 
The  blisse  which  that  is  bitwize  hem  tweye 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle,  or  herte  thinke. 
If  he  be  povre,  she  helpeth  him  to  swinke ; 
She  kepeth  his  good,  and  wastetJi  never 

a  deel; 
Al  that  hir  honsbonde  lost,  hir  lyketh 

weel;  (100) 

She  seith  not  ones  *  nay,'  when  he  seith 

*yo-'  1345 

'  Do  this,'  seith  he ;  *  al  redy,  sir,'  seith  she. 
O  blisfol  ordre  of  wedlok  preoioos. 
Thou  art  so  mery,  and  eek  so  vertnons, 
And  so  commended  and  approved  eek. 
That  every  man  that  halt  him  worth  a 

leek,  1350 

Up-on  his  bare  knees  oghte  al  his  l3rf 
Thanken  his  god  that  him  hath  sent  a 

wyf; 
Or  elles  preye  to  god  him  for  to  sonde 
A  wyf,  to  laste  nn-to  his  lyves  end©,  (no) 
For  thanne  his  lyf  is  set  in  sikemesse ;  1355 
Ho  may  nat  be  deceyved,  as  I  gesso. 
So  that  he  werko  after  his  wyves  reed ; 
Than  may  he  boldly  boron  np  his  heed, 


They  been  so  trowo  and  ther-with-€d  so 

wyso; 
For  which,  if  thou  wolt  werken  as  the 

wyse,  1360 

Do  alwey  so  as  wommen  wol  thee  rede. 
Lo,  how  that  Jacob,  as  thise  clerkes 

redo, 
By  good  conseil  of  his  moder  Robokko, 
Bond  the  kidos  skin  abonte  his  nekke ;  (im) 
Thorgh  which  his  fadres  benisoon  ho  wan. 
Lo,  Jndith,  as  the  storie  eek  telle  can. 
By  wys  conseil  she  goddes  peple  kepte. 
And  slow  him,  Olofemns,  whyl  ho  slepte. 
Lo  Abigayl,  by  good  conseil  how  she  1369 
Saved  hir  honsbond  Kabal,  whan  that  he 
Sholde  han  be  slayn  ;  and  loke.  Ester  also 
By  good  conseil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  peple  of  god,  and  made  him,  Mar- 

dochee, 
Of  Assaere  onhaonced  for  to  be.  (130) 

Ther  nis  no-thing  in  gree  snperlatyf,  1375 
As  seith  Senek,  above  an  hnmble  wyf. 

Satire  thy  wy\'es  tonge,  as  Caton  bit ; 
She  shal  comande,  and  thon  shalt  saffron 

it; 

And  yet  she  wol  obeye  of  cnrteisyo. 
A  W3^  is  keper  of  thyn  hoasbondrye ;  1380 
Wei  may  the  syke  man  biwaille  and  wepe, 
Cher-as  ther  nis  no  wyf  the  hons  to  kepe. 
I  wamo  thee,  if  wysly  thon  wolt  wirche, 
Love  wol  thy  W3^,  as  Crist  loveth  his 

ohirche.  (140)  1384 

If  thou  lovest  thy-self,  thou  lovest  thy  wyf; 
No  man  hateth  his  flesh,  but  in  his  lyf 
Ho  fostreth  it,  and  therfore  bidde  I  thee, 
Cherisse  thy  wyf,  or  thou  shalt  never  thee. 
Housbond  and  wyf,  what  so  men  jape  or 

pleye, 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  siker  woyo  ;i390 
They  been  so  knit,  ther  may  noon  haim 

bityde : 
And  namely,  up-on  the  W3rves  syde. 
For  which  this  Januarie,  of  whom  I  tolde, 
Considered  hath,  in  with  his  dayes  olde,(  150) 
The  lusty  Ij'f,  the  vertuons  qoiete,       1395 
That  is  in  mariage  hony-sweto ; 
And  for  his  freendes  on  a  day  ho  sente. 
To  tellen  hem  th'effect  of  his  entente. 
With  face  sad,  his  tale  he  hath  hem 

told ;  1399 

Ho  seyde,  '  freendes,  I  am  hoor  and  old. 
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And  almost,  god  wot,  on  my  pittes  brinke ; 
Up-on  my  soule  somwhat  moste  I  thinke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  desponded ;       (159) 
Blessed  be  god,  that  it  shal  been  amended ! 
For  I  wol  be,  oerteyn,  a  wedded  man,  1405 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  haste  I  can, 
Un-to  som  mayde  fair  and  tendre  of  age. 
I  prey  yow,  shapeth  for  my  manage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde ; 
And  I  wol  fonde  t'espyen,  on  my  9yde,  14 10 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily. 
Bat  for^w-mnche  as  ye  ben  mo  than  I, 
Ye  shnllen  rather  swich  a  thing  espyen 
Than  I,  and  wher  me  best  were  to  allyen. 
Bat  o  thing  wame  I  yow,  my  freendes 

dere,  (171)  1415 

I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  in  no  manere. 
8he  shal  nat  passe  twenty  yeer,  certayn ; 
Old  fish  and  yong  flesh  wolde  I  haye  fill 

£Etyn. 
Bet  is,'  qnod  he,  '  a  pyk  than  a  pikerel ; 
And  bet  than  old  boef  is  the  tendre  veeL 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age,  14a  i 
It  is  bat  bene-fltraw  and  greet  forage. 
And  eek  thise  olde  widwes,  god  it  woot, 
They  conne  so  machel  craft  on  Wades 

boot,  (180) 

So  machel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

leste,  1425 

That  with  hem  sholde  I  never  live  in  reste. 
For  sondiy  sooles  maken  sotil  derkis ; 
Womman  of  manye  sc<de0  half  a  clerk  is. 
Bat  oerteynly,  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye, 
Bight  as  men  may  warm  wez  with  handes 

plye.  1430 

Wherfore  I  aey  yow  pleynly,  in  a  daose, 
I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  right  for  this 

cause.  (188) 

For  if  so  were,  I  hadde  swich  mischaance, 
That  I  in  hir  ne  coude  han  no  plesannoe, 
Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  avoatrye, 
And  go  streight  to  the  devel,  whan  I  dye. 
Ne  children  sholde  I  none  np-on  hir  geten; 
Yet  were  me  lever  hoandes  had  me  eten, 
Than  that  myn  heritage  sholde  falle  1439 
In  straange  hand,  and  this  I  teU  yow  alle. 
I  dote  nat,  I  woot  the  caase  why 
Hen  sholde  wedde,  and  forthermorewot  I, 
Ther  speketh  many  a  man  of  manage. 
That  woot  na-more  of  it  than  woot  my 

page,  (aoo)  1444 


For  whiche  causes  man  sholde  take  a  wyf. 
If  he  ne  may  nat  liven  chast  his  lyf, 
Take  him  a  W3rf  with  greet  devocioun, 
By-cause  of  leveful  procreaoioun 
Of  children,  to  th'onour  of  god  above, 
And  nat  only  for  paramour  or  love ;    1450 
And  for  they  sholde  lecherye  esohue, 
And  yelde  hir  dettes  whan  that  they  ben 

due; 
Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

other  (209) 

In  meschief,  as  a  soster  shal  the  brother ; 
And  live  in  chastitee  fill  holily.  1455 

But  sires,  by  your  love,  that  am  nat  I. 
For  god  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  avaunt, 
I  felo  my  Umes  stark  and  suflBsaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to ; 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  do.  1460 
Thoogh  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  dooth  a  tree 
That  blosmeth  er  that  f^ruyt  y-wozen  be ; 
A  blosmy  tree  nis  neither  drye  ne  deed. 
I  fele  me  nowher  hoor  but  on  myn  heed ; 
Myn  herte  and  alle  my  limes  been  as 

grene  (aai)  1465 

As  laurer  thurgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  sene. 
And  sin  that  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente, 
I  prey  yow  to  mj  wil  ye  wole  assente.' 

Diverse  men  diversely  him  tolde 
Of  manage  manye  ensamples  olde.     1470 
Somme  blamed  it,  somme   preysed   it, 

oerteyn ; 
But  atte  laste,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
As  al  day  falleth  altercaoioun  1473 

Bitwixen  freendes  in  disputisoun,      (330) 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwixe  his  bretheren  two, 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  oleped  Placebo, 
Justinus  soothly  called  was  that  other. 
Placebo  seyde,  *  o  Januarie,  brother, 
Ful  litel  nede  had  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Ck>nseil  to  axe  of  any  that  is  here  ;      1480 
But  that  ye  been  so  ful  of  sapience. 
That   yow  ne  lyketh,  for  your   heighe 

prudence, 
To  weyven  fro  the  word  of  Salomon. 
This  word  seyde  he  un>to  us  everichon : 
"  Wirk  aUe  thing  by  oonseil,"  thus  seyde 

he,  (341)  i4«5 

"  And  thanne  shaltow  nat  repente  thee." 
But  though  that  Salomon    spak  swich 

a  word, 
Myn,  owene  dere  brother  and  my  lord, 
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So  wisly  god  my  sorde  bringe  at  reste, 
I  hold  your  owene  conseil  is  the  beste.  1490 
For  brother  myn,  of  me  tak  this  motyf, 
I  have  now  been  a  court-man  al  my  Ijrf. 
And  god  it  woot,  though  I  unworthy  be, 
I  have  stonden  in  fnl  greet  degree      (250) 
Abouten  lordes  of  ful  heigh  estaat ;     1495 
Yet  hadde  I  never  with  noon  of  hem 

debaat. 
I  never  hem  contraried,  trewely; 
I  woot  wel  that  my  lord  can  more  than  L 
What  that  he  Beith,  I  holde  it  ferme  and 

stable; 
I  seye  the  same,  or  elles  thing  semblablo. 
A  ful  gret  fool  is  any  conseillour,         1501 
That  serveth  any  lord  of  heigh  honour, 
That  dar  presume,  or  eUes  thenken  it, 
That  his  conseil  sholde  passe  his  lordes 

wit.  (260) 

Kay,  lordes  been  no  foles,  by  my  fay;  1505 
Ye  han  your^selven  shewed  heer  to-day 
So  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  weel, 
That  I  consente  and  oonferme  every-deel 
Your  wordes  alle,  and  your  opinionn.  1509 
By  god,  ther  nis  no  man  in  al  this  toun 
N'in  al  ItaUle,  that  coude  bet  han  sayd  ; 
Crist  halt  him  of  this  conseil  wel  apayd. 
And  trewely,  it  is  an  heigh  corage 
Of  any  man,  that  stai>en  is  in  age,      (270) 
To  take  a  yong  wyf ;  by  i^^y  fader  kin, 
Your  herte  hangeth  on  a  joly  pin.       1516 
Doth  now  in  this  matere  right  as  yow 

leste, 
For  finally  I  holde  it  for  the  beste.' 

Justinus,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  herde. 
Right  in  this  wyse  to  Placebo  answerde : 
•  Now  brother  myn,  be  pacient,  I  preye, 
Sin  ye  han  s^yd,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.  1523 

Senek  among  his  othere  wordes  wyse 
Seith,  that  a  man  oghte  him  right  wel 

avyse,  (280) 

To  whom  he    yeveth    his  lond    or  his 

cateL  1525 

And  sin  I  oghte  avyse  me  right  wel 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  good  awey  fro  me, 
Wel  muchel  more  I  oghte  avysed  be  • 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  body ;  for  alwey 
I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  no  childes  pley  1530 
To  take  a  wyf  with-oute  avysement. 
Men  moste  enquere,  this  is  myn  assent, 


Wher  she  be  wys,  or  sobre,  or  dronke- 

lewe,  (289) 

Or  proud,  or  elles  other-weys  a  shrewe  ; 
A  chydester,  or  wastour  of  thy  good,  1535 
Or  riche,  or  poore,  or  elles  mannish  wood. 
Al-be-it  so  that  no  man  flnden  shal 
Koon  in  this  world  that  trotteth  hool 

in  al, 
Ne  man  ne  beest,  swioh  as  men  coude 

dev3nBe; 
But  nathelees,  it  oghte  y-nonghsuffise  1540 
With  any  W3rf,  if  so  were  that  she  hadde 
Mo  gode  thewes  than  hir  vyces  badde ; 
And  al  this  axeth  lej^ser  for  t'enquere. 
For  god  it  woot,  I  have  wept  many  a  tere 
Ful  prively,  sin  I  have  had  a  wyf.  (301)  1545 
Preyse  who-so  wole  a  wedded  mannes  lyf, 
Certein,  I  finde  in  it  but  cost  and  care, 
And  observances,  of  alle  blisses  bare.  1548 
And  yet,  god  woot,  my  neighebores  aboute, 
And  namely  of  wommen  many  a  route, 
Seyn  that  I  have  the  moste  steilefast  wyf, 
And  eek  the  mekeste  oon  that  bereth  lyf. 
But  I  wot  best  wher  wringeth  me  my 

sho.  (309) 

Ye  mowe,  for  me,  right  as  yowlyketh  do; 
Avyseth  yow,  ye  been  a  man  of  age,     1555 
How  that  ye  entren  In-to  mariage, 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a  fair. 
By  him  that  made  water,  erthe,  and  air, 
The  yongest  man  that  is  in  al  this  route 
Is  bisy  y-nogh  to  bringen  it  aboute      1560 
To  han  his  wjrf  allone,  trusteth  me. 
Ye  shul  nat  plese  hir  fully  yeres  three. 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  doon  hir  ful  plesaunce. 
A  wjrf axethfulmanyan  observaunce.  (320) 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  jrvel  apayd.' 
^  Wel,'  quod  this  Januarie, '  and  hastow 

sayd  ?  1566 

Straw  for  thy  Senek,  and  for  thy  pro- 

v^bes, 
I  counte  nat  a  panier  fiad  of  herbes 
Of  scole-termes ;  wyser  men  than  thow, 
As  thou  hast  herd,  assenteden  right  now 
To  my  purpos ;  Placebo,  what  sey  ye  ?' 
*  I  seye,  it  is  a  cursed  man,'  quod  he, 
*  That  letteth  matrimoine,  sikerly.'     (329) 
And  with  that  word  they  lysen  sodeynly, 
And  been  assented  fully,  that  he  sholde 
Be  wedded  whanne  him  list  and  wher  he 

woldek  1576 
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Heigh  fanta^ye  and  carious  hisinesse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  scale  impresse 
Of  Janaarie  aboate  his  manage. 
Many  fair  shap,  and  many  a  fair  visage 
Ther  passeth  thorgh  his  herte,  night  by 

night.  (337)  '581 

As  who-fio  toko  a  miroor  polished  bright, 
And  sette  it  in  a  commone  market-place, 
Than  sholde  he  see  many  a  figure  pace 
By  his  miroor ;  and,  in  the  same  wyse, 
Gkui  Januarie  inwith  his  thoght  devyse 
Of  maydens,  whiohe  that  dwelten  him 

bisyde.  1587 

He  wiste  nat  wher  that  he  mighte  abyde. 
For  if  that  oon  have  beaatee  in  hir  face, 
Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace  1590 
For  hir  sadnesse,  and  hir  benignitee, 
That  of  the  peple  grettest  voys  hath  she. 
And  somme  were  riche,  and  hadden  badde 

name.  (349) 

Bat  nathelees,  bitwixe  emest  and  game, 
He  atte  laste  apoynted  him  on  oon,     1595 
And    leet  alle    othere    from   his    herte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir  of  his  owene  aactoritee ; 
For  love  is  blind  al  day,  and  may  nat  see. 
And  whan  that  he  was  in  his  bed  y- 

broght, 
He  pnrtreyed,  in  his  herte  and  in  his 

thoght,  1600 

Hir  fresshe  beantee  and  hir  age  tendre, 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  armes  longe  and 

sdendre, 
Hir  wyse  govemaance,  hir  gentiUesse, 
Hir  wommanly  beringe  and  hir  sadnesse. 
And  whan    that   he    on   hir  was  con- 
descended, (361)  1605 
Him  thonghte  his  ohois  mighte  nat  ben 

amended. 
For  whan  that  he  him-self  concluded 

hadde, 
Him  thoughte  ech  other  mannes  wit  so 

badde, 
That  inpossible  it  were  to  replye 
Agayn  his  chois,  this  was  his  fantasye.  1610 
His  freendes  sente  he  to  at  his  instaonce, 
And  preyed  hem  to  doon  him  that  pies- 

annce, 
That  hastily  they  wolden  to  him  come ; 
He  wolde  abregge  hir  labour,  alle  and 

9ome.  (370)  16 1 4 


Nedeth  narmore  for  him  to  go  ne  ryde, 
He  was  apoynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 

Placebo  cam,  and  eek  his  freendes  sone, 

And  alderfirst  he  bad  hem  alle  a  bone, 

That  noon  of  hem  none  argumentes  make 

Agayn  the  puxpos  which  that  he  hath 

take ;  1620 

*  Which  purpos  was  plesant  to  god,'  seyde 

he, 

*  And  vem^  ground  of  his  prosperitee.' 

He  s^de,  ther  was  a  mayden  in  the 

toun. 
Which  that  of  beautee  hadde  greet  r^ 

noun,  (3S0) 

Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree ;  1625 
Sufiyseth  him  hir  youthe  and  hir  beantee. 
Which  mayde,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  han  to 

his  wyf, 
To  lede  in  ese  and  holinesse  his  lyf. 
And  thanked  god,  that  he  mighte  han 

hire  al,  1629 

That  no  wight  of  his  blisse  parten  shal. 
And  preyde  hem  to   labouren   in   this 

nede, 
And  shapen  that  he  faille  nat  to  spede ; 
For  thanne,  he  seyde,  his  spirit  was  at  ese. 

*  Thanne  is,*  quod  he,  '  no-thing  may  me 

displese,  (390)  1634 

Save  o  thing  priketh  in  my  conscience. 
The  which  I  wol  reheroe  in  your  presence. 
I  have,'  quod  he,  '  herd  seyd,  ful  yore 

ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  partite  blisses  two. 
This  is  to  seye,  in    erthe  and  .eek   in 

hevene. 
For  thoagh  he  kepe  him  fro  the  sinnes 

sevene,  1640 

And  eek  from  every  branche  of  thilke 

tree, 
Tet  is  ther  so  parflt  felicitee. 
And  so  greet  ese  and  lust  in  mariage,  (399) 
That  ever  I  am  agast,  now  in  myn  age, 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  mery  a  l3rf,     1645 
So  delioat,  with-outen  wo  and  stryf. 
That  I  shal  have  myn  hevene  in  erthe 

here. 
For  sith  that  verray  hevene  is  boght  so 

dere. 
With  tribulaoioun  and  greet  penaunce. 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  that  live  in  swich 

plesaunce  1650 
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As  alle  wedded  men  don  with  hir  wyvis, 
Come  to  the  blisse  ther  Crist  eteme  on 

lyveis? 
This  is  my  drede,  and  ye,  my  bretheren 

tweye,  (409) 

Assoilleth  me  this  qnestionn,  I  preye.' 

Jostinns,  which  that  hated  his  folye,  1655 
Answerde  anon,  right  in  his  japerye ; 
And  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  abregge, 
He  wolde  noon  anotoritee  allegge,       1658 
But  seyde,  *  sire,  so  ther  be  noon  obstacle 
Other  than  this,  god  of  his  hye  miracle 
Ajid  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  yow  wirche, 
That,  er  ye   have  yonr   right    of  holy 

chirche,  (418) 

Te  may  repente  of  wedded  mannes  lyf, 
In  which  ye  seyn  ther  is  no  wo  ne  stxyf. 
And  eUes,  god  forbede  but  he  sente     1665 
A  wedded  man  him  grace  to  repente 
Wei  ofte  rather  than  a  sengle  man ! 
And  therfore,  sire,  the  heste  reed  I  can, 
Dispeire  yow  noght,   but  have  in  yonr 

memorie,  1669 

Paraxinter  she  may  be  your  purgatorie ! 
She  may  be  goddes  mene,  and  goddes 

whippe ; 
Than  shal  your  soule  up  to  hevene  skippe 
Swifter  than  dooth  an  arwe  out  of  the 

bowe !  (429) 

I  hope  to  god,  her-after  shul  ye  knowe, 
That  their  nis  no  so  greet  felicitee       1675 
In  manage,  ne  never-mo  shal  be, 
That  yow  shal  lette  of  your  savacioun. 
So  that  ye  use,  as  skile  is  and  resoun. 
The  Instes  of  your  wyf  attemprely,      1679 
And  that  ye  plese  hir  nat  to  amorously, 
And  that  ye  kepe  yow  eek  from  other 

sinne. 
My  tale  is  doon : — for  my  wit  is  thinne. 
Beth  nat  agast  her-of,  my  brother  dere.' — 
(But  lat  us  waden  out  of  this  matere.  (440) 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe,  if  ye  han  understonde. 
Of  manage,  which  we  have  on  honde,  1686 
Declared  hath  ful  wel  in  litel  space). — 
*Fareth  now  wel,  god  have  yow  in  his 

grace/ 
And  with  this  word  this  Justin  and  his 

brother 
Han  take  hir  leve,  and  ech  of  hem  of 

other.  1690 

For  whan  they  sawe  it  moste  nedes  be, 


They  wroghten  so,  by  sly  and  wys  tretee, 
That  she,  this  mayden,  which  that  Mains 

highte, 
As  hastily  as  ever  that  she  mighte,     (450) 
Shal  wedded  be  un-to  this  Januarie.  1695 
I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie. 
If  I  yow  tolde  of  every  scrit  and  bond. 
By  which  that  she  was  feifed  in  his  lend ; 
Or  for  to  herknen  of  hir  riche  array. 
But  finally  y-comen  is  the  day  1700 

That  to  the  chirche  bothe  be  they  went 
For  to  reGe3rve  the  holy  sacrement. 
Forth  comth  the  preest,  with  stole  aboute 

his  nekke,  (459) 

And  bad  hir  be  lyk  Sarra  and  B«bekke, 
In  wisdom  and  in  trouthe  of  mariage ; 
And  seyde  his  orisons,  as  is  usage,       1706 
And  crouched  hem,  and  bad  god  sholde 

hem  blesse, 
And  made  al  siker  y-nogh  with  holinesse. 
Thus  been  they  wedded  with  solcmi>- 

nitee. 
And  at  the  feste  sitteth  he  and  she     1710 
With  other  worthy  folk  up-on  the  deys. 
Al  ful  of  joye  and  blisse  is  the  paleys, 
And  ful  of  instruments  and  of  vitaille, 
The  moste  deyntevous  of  al  Itaille.     (470) 
Biforn  hem  stoode  swiohe  instruments  of 

soun,  1715 

That  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioun, 
Ne  maden  never  swich  a  melodye. 
At  every  oours  than  cam  loud  minstral- 

cye. 
That  never  tromped  Joab,  for  to  here, 
Nor  he,  Theodomas,  jret  half  so  clere,  1720 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citee  was  in  doute. 
Bacus  the  wyn  hem  skinketh  al  aboute, 
And  Venus  laugheth  up-on  every  wight. 
For  Januarie  was  bioome  hir  knight,  (480) 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  corage    1725 
In  libertee,  and  eek  in  mariage ; 
And  with  hir  fyrbrond  in  hir  hand  aboute 
Daunceth  biforn  the  biyde  and  al  the 

route. 
And  certeinly,  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this, 
Ymenfius,  that  god  of  wedding  is,        1730 
Saugh  never  his  lyf  so  mery  a  wedded 

man. 
Hold  thou  thy  pees,  thou  poete  Marcian, 
That  wrytest  us  that  ilke  wedding  murie 
Of  hir,  Fhilol<^ye,  and  him,  Mercnrie, 
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And.  of  the  Bonges  that  the  Mtises  »>n^. 
To  smol  is  bothe  thy  penne,  and  eek  thy 

tonge,  (492)  1736 

For  to  deflcryven  of  this  mariage. 
Whan  tendre  youthe  hath  wedded  stonp- 

ingage, 
Ther  is  swich  mirthe  that  it  may  nat  be 

writen; 
Aasayeth  it  yoor-self,  than  may  ye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matere.  1741 
Mains,  that  sit  with  so  benigne  a  ohere, 
Hir  to  biholde  it  semed  fay^rye ;  (499) 
Qnene  Ester  loked  never  with  swioh  an  yS 
On  Assaer,  so  meke  a  look  hath  she.  1745 
I  may  yow  nat  deyj^se  al  hir  beautee ; 
Bnt  thus  mnche  of  hir  beautee  telle  I 

may, 
That  she  was  lyk  the  brighte  morwe  of 

May, 
Fnlfild  of  alle  beautee  and  plesaunce. 

This  Januarie  is  ravisshed  in  a  traunce 
At  every  time  he  loked  on  hir  face ;     1751 
But  in  his  herte  he  gan  hir  to  manace, 
That  he  that  night  in  armes  wolde  hir 

streyne 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  dlde  Eleyne.  (510) 
But  nathelees,  3^  hadde  he  greet  pitee, 
That  thilke  night  offenden  hir  moste  he ; 
And  thoughte,  'alias !  o  tendre  creature! 
Now  wolde  god  ye  mighte  wel  endure 
Al  my  oozBge,  it  is  so  sharp  and  kene  ; 
I  am  agast  ye  shul  it  nat  sustene.       1760 
But  god  forbede  that  I  dide  al  my  might ! 
Now  wolde  god  that  it  were  woxen  night, 
And  that  the  night  wolde  lasten  evermo. 
I  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago.'  (520) 
And  finally,  he  doth  al  his  labour,       1765 
As  he  best  mighte,  savinge  his  honour. 
To  haste  hem  fro  the   mete  in  subtil 

wyse. 
The  tyme  cam  that  reson  was  to  ryse ; 
And  after  that,  men  daunce  and  drinken 

faste,  1769 

And  spyoes  al  aboute  the  hous  they  caste ; 
And  fol  of  joye  and  blisse  is  every  man ; 
All  but  a  squyer,  highte  Damian, 
Which  carf  bifom  the  knight  ful  many 

a  day. 
He  was  so  ravisshed  on  his  lady  May,  (530) 
That  for  the  verray  peyne  he  whs  ny 

wood ;  1775 


Almost  he  swelte  and  swowned  ther  he 

stood. 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir 

brond, 
As  that   she   bar  it   daunsinge   in  hir 

bond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  him  hastily ; 
Na-more  of  him  as  at  this  tyme  speke  I. 
But  ther  I  lete  him  wepe  y-nough  and 

pleyne,  (537)  1781 

Til  freashe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 
O  perilous  fyr,  that  in  the  bedstraw 

bredeth !  Auctor. 

O  fhmulier  foo,  that  his  servyce  bedeth ! 
O  servant  traitour,  false  hoomly  hewe,  1785 
Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom  sly  xmtrewe, 
God  shilde  us  alle  from  your  aqueynt- 

aunce ! 
O  Januarie,  dronken  in  plesaunce 
Of  manage,  see  how  thy  Damian, 
Thyn  owene  squyer  and  thy  borne  inan, 
Entendeth  for  to  do  thee  vOeinye.       1791 
Gk>d  graunte  thee  thyn  hoomly  fo  t*espye. 
For  in  this  world  nis  worse  pestilence  (549) 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  in  thy  presence. 
Farfoumed  hath  the   sonne   his  ark 

diume,  1795 

No  lenger  may  the  body  of  him  sojume 
On  th'orisonte,  as  in  that  latitude. 
Night  with  his  mantel,  that  is  derk  and 

rude, 
Gan  oversprede  the  hemisperie  aboute ; 
For  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  every  syde. 
Hom  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  ryde,  i8oa 
Wher-as  they  doon  hir  thinges  as  hem 

leste, 
And  whan  they  sye  hir  tyme,  goon  to 

reste.  (560) 

Sone  after  that,  this  hastif  Januarie  1805 
Wolde  go  to  bedde,  he  wolde  no  lenger 

tarie. 
He  drinketh  ipocras,  darree,  and  vemage 
Of  spyoes  bote,  t'enoresen  his  corage ; 
And  many  a  letuarie  hadde  he  fHil  fyn,    • 
Swiohe  as  the  cursed  monk  dan  Gou- 

stantyn  1810 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  de  CoUu ;      (567} 
To  eten  hem  alle,  he  nas  no-thing  eschu. 
And  to  his  privee  fiieendes  thus  seyde  he : 
*  For  goddes  love,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
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Lat  voyden  al  this  hous  in  carteyB  wyse/ 
And  they  ban  doon  right    as    he  wol 

devjrse.  i8i6 

Men  drinken,  and  the  travers  drawe  anon ; 
The  bryde  was  broght  a-bedde  as  stille  as 

stoon; 
And  whan  the  bed  was  with  the  preest 

y-blessed, 
Out  of  the  chambre  hath  every  wight 

him  dressed.  1820 

And  Januarie  hath  faste  in  armes  take 
His  fresshe  May,  his  paradys,  his  make. 
He  lalleth  hir,  he  kisseth  hir  ful  ofbe 
With  thikke  bristles -of  his  herd  nnsofte, 
I^k  to  the  skin  of  honndfish,  sharp  as 

brere,  (581)  1825 

Por  he  was  shave  al  newe  in  his  manere. 
He  rubbeth  hir  aboute  hir  tendre  face, 
And  seyde  thus,  *  alias !  I  moot  trespace 
To  yow,  my  sponsei  and  yowgretly  oflfende, 
£r  tyme  come  that  I  wil  donn  descende. 
Bat  nathelees,  considereth  this,'  quod  he, 
*  Therms  no  workman,  what-so^ver  he  be. 
That  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily ; 
This  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  parfitly.    (590) 
It  is  no  fors  how  longe  that  we  pleye  ;  1855 
In  trewe  wedlok  wedded  be  we  tweye ; 
And  blessed  be  the  yok  that  we  been 

inne, 
For  in  our  aotes  we  mowe  do  no  sinne. 
A  man  may  do  no  sinne  with  his  wyf, 
Ne  hnrte  him-eelven  with  his  owene  knyf ; 
For  we  han    leve   to  pleye  xxa  hy  the 

lawe.*  1841 

Thus  labonreih  he  til  that  the  day  gan 

dawe; 
And  than  he  taketh  a  sop  in  fyn  clarree, 
And  upright  in  his  bed  than  sitteth  he, 
And  after  that  he  sang  fill  loude  and 

clere,  (601)  1845 

And  kiste  his  wyf,  and  made  wantoon 

chere. 
He  was  al  ooltish,  ful  of  ragerye, 
And  fal  of  jargon  as  a  flekked  pye. 
The  slakke  skin  aboute  his  nekke  shaketh, 
Whyl  that  he  sang ;  so  chaunteth  he  and 

craketh.  1850 

But  god  wot  what  that  May  thoughte  in 

hir  herte, 
Whan  she  him  saugh  up  sittinge  in  his 

sherte, 


In  his  night-cappe,  and  with  his  nekke 

lene; 
She  preyseth  nat  his  ploying  worth  a 

bene.  (610)  1854 

Than  seide  he  thus,  *■  my  reste  wol  I  take ; 
Now  day  is  come,  I  may  no  longer  wake/ 
And  doun  he  leydo  his  heed,  and  sleep 

til  pryme. 
And  afterward,  whan  that  he  saugh  his 

tyme, 
Up  ryseth  Januarie  ;  but  fresshe  Mi^ 
Holdeth  hir  chambre  un-to  the  fourthe 

day,  i860 

As  usage  is  of  wy  ves  for  the  besto. 
For   every  labour  som-tymo  moot  han 

reste, 
Or  elles  longe  may  he  nat  endure  ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  no  lyves  creature,      (630) 
Be  it  offish,  or  brid,  or  boost,  or  man.  1865 

Auctor. 
Now  wol  I  spoke  of  woful  Damian, 
That  languissheth  for  love,  as  ye  shul 

here ; 
Tlierfore  I  spoke  to  him  in  this  manere : 
I  seye,  '  O  sely  Damian,  alias ! 
Answere  to  my  domaunde,  as  in  this  cas. 
How  shaltow  to  thy  lady  fresshe  May  187 1 
Telle  thy  wo  ?  She  wole  alwoy  seye  "  nay  " ; 
£ek  if  thou  spoke,  she  wol  thy  wo  bi- 

wroye ;  (639) 

God  be  thyn  help,  I  can  no  bottre  seye. 

This  Byke  Damian  in  Venus  fyr       1875 
So  brenneth,  that  he  dyeth  for  desyr ; 
For  which  ho  putto  his  lyf  in  aventure. 
No  longer  mighto  he  in  this  wyse  endure ; 
But  prively  a  penner  gan  he  borwo, 
And  in  a  lettro  wroot  he  al  his  sorwo,  1880 
In  manere  of  a  compleynt  or  a  lay, 
Un-to  his  faire  fresshe  lady  May. 
And  in  a  purs  of  silk,  heng  on  his  sherte. 
He  hath  it  put,  and    leydo   it  at  his 

herte.  (640)  1884 

The  mono  that,  at  noon,  was,  thilko  day 

That  Januarie  hath  wedded  fresshe  May, 

In  two  of  Taur,  was  in-to  Cancre  glidon ; 

So  longe   hath  Maius  in  hir  chambre 

biden, 
As  oustume  is  un-to  thiso  nobles  alio. 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  hallo,     1890 
Til  dayes  foure  or  three  dayes  atte  loste 
Y-passod  been ;  than  lat  hir  go  to  feste. 
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The  foiirthe  day  compleet  tto  noon  to 

noon,  (649) 

Whan  that  the  heighe  masse  was  y-doon, 
In  halle  sit  this  Jannarie,  and  May    1895 
As  fresh  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day. 
And  so  bifel,  how  that  tiiis  gode  man 
Bemembred  him  upon  this  Damian, 
And  seyde,  *  Seinte  Marie !  how  may  this  be, 
That  Damian  entendeth  nat  to  me?  1900 
Is  he  ay  syky  or  how  may  this  bityde  ? ' 
His  sqnyeres,  whiche  that  stoden  ther 

bisyde,  (658) 

Excused  him  by-canse  of  his  silcnesse, 
Which  letted  him  to  doon  his  hisinesse ; 
Noon  other  cause  mighte  make  him  tarie. 
^  That  me  forthinketh,'  qnod  this  Jan- 

narie,  1906 

'  He  is  a  gentil  sqnyer,  by  my  troathe ! 
I  f  that  he  deyde,  it  were  harm  androuthe ; 
He  is  as  wys,  discreet,  and  as  secree 
As  any  man  I  woot  of  his  degree ;       1910 
And  ther-to  manly  and  eek  servisable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able. 
But  after  mete,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may, 
I  wol  my-self  visyte  him  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  him  al  the  confort  that  I  can.' 
And  for  that  word  him  blessed  every  man, 
That,  of  his  boontee  and  his  gentiUesse, 
He  wolde  so  conforten  in  siknesse      (674) 
His  squyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede. 
Dame,'  quod  this  Januarie,  *tak  good 

hede,  1930 

At-after  mete  ye,  with  your  wommen  alle, 
Whan  ye  han   been  in  chambre  oat  of 

this  halle. 
That  alle  ye  go  see  this  Damian ; 
Doth  him  disport,  he  is  a  gentU  man ;  (680) 
And  tolleth  him  that  I  wol  him  visyte, 
Have  I  no-thing  but  rested  me  a  lyte ; 
And  spede  yow  faste,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  &ste  by  my  syde.' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  him  to  calle 
A  squyer,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle, 
And  tolde  him  oerteyn  thinges,  what  he 

wolde.  193 1 

This  fresshe  May  hath  streight  hir  wey 

y-holde. 
With  alle  hir  wommen,  un-to  Damian. 
Doun  by  his  beddes  syde  sit  she  than,  (690) 
Confortinge  him  as  g^oodly  as  she  may. 
This  Damian,  whan  that  his  tyme  he  say, 


In  secree  wise  his  purs,  and  eek  his  biUe, 
In  which  that   he  y-writen  hadde  his 

wille,  1938 

Hath  put  in-to  hir  hand,  with-outen  more, 
Save  that  he  syketh  wonder  depe  and  sore, 
And  sofbely  to  hir  right  thus  seyde  he : 
'  Mercy !  and  that  ye  nat  discovere  me ; 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thing  be  kid.' 
This  purs  hath  she  inwith  hir  bosom  hid, 
And  wente  hir  w^  -,  ye  gete  namore  of  me. 
But  nn-to  Januarie  y-comen  is  she,    1946 
That  on  his  beddes  syde  sit  fnl  softe.  (703) 
He  taketh  hir,  and  kisseth  hir  ful  ofte, 
And  leyde  him  doun  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon. 
She  feyned  hir  as  that  she  moste  gon  1950 
Therms  ye  woot  that  every  wight  mot 

nede. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

hede. 
She  rente  it  al  to  cloutes  atte  laste. 
And  in  the  privee  sofbely  it  caste.       (710) 
Who  studieth  now  but  faire  fresshe 

May?  1955 

Adoun  by  olde  Januarie  she  lay, 
That  sleep,  til  that  the  coughe  hath  him 

awaked; 
Anon  he  preyde  hir  strepen  hir  al  naked ; 
He  wolde  of  hir,  he  seyde,  han  som  ple- 

saunce. 
And  seyde,  hir  olothes  dide  him  encom- 

braunce,  i960 

And  she  obeyeth,  be  hir  lief  or  looth. 
But  lest  that  precious  folk  be  with  me 

wrootii, 
How  that  he  wrc^hte,  I  dar  nat  to  yow 

telle; 
Or  whether  hir  thoughte  it  paradys  or 

helle ;  (720) 

But  here  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyse 
TU  evensong  rong,  and  that  they  moste 

aryse.  1966 

Were  it  by  destinee  or  aventure, 
Were  it  by  influence  or  by  nature. 
Or  constellacion,  that  in  swich  estat 
The  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortunat  1970 
Was  for  to  putte  a  bille  of  Yenus  werkes 
(For  alle  thing  hath  tyme,  as  seyn  thise 

olerkes) 
To  any  womman,  for  to  gete  hir  love, 
I  can.  nat  seye ;  but  grete  god  above,  (730) 
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That  knoweih  that  non  act  is  canselees, 
He  deme  of  alj  for  I  wol  holde  my  pees. 
But  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  fresshe 

May  1977 

Hath  take  swich  impression  that  day, 
For  pitee  of  this  i^ke  Damian, 
That  from  hir  herte  she  ne  drsrve  can  1980 
The  remembraonce  for  to  doon  him  ese. 
'  Cert^n,'  thoghte  she,  '  whom  that  this 

thing  displ^^ 
I  rekke  noght,  for  here  I  him  assure, 
To  love  him  best  of  any  creature,       (740) 
Though  he  na-morehadde  than  his  sherte.' 
Lo,  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 

Heer  may  ye  se  how  excellent  franchyse 
In  wommen  is,  whan  they  hem  narwe 

avyse.  .   .  1988 

Som  tyrant  is,  as  ther  be  many  oon. 
That  hath  an  herte  as  bard  as.any  stoon, 
Which  wolde  han  lete  him  sterven  in 

the  place  1991 

Wei  rather  than  han  grannted  him  hir 

gracd; 
And  hem  rejoysen  in  hir  crael  pryde, 
And  rekke  nat  to  been  an  homicyde.  (750) 
This  gentil  May,  ftilfUled  of  pitee,  1995 
Bight  of  hir  hande  a  lettre  made  she, 
In  which  she  graunteth  him  hir  verray 

grace;    . 
Ther  lakketh  noght  bnt  only  day  and 

place, 
Wher  that  she  mighte  nn-to  his  Inst 

aniiyse: 
For  it  shaj  be  right  as  he  wol  devyse.  2000 
And  whan  she  sangh  hir  time,  np-on  a  day. 
To  visits  this  Damian  goth  Mi^, 
And  sotilly  this  lettre  donn  she  threste 
Under  his  pilwe,  rede  it.  if  him  leste.  (760) 
She  taketh  him  by  the  hand,  and  harde 

him  twiste  3005 

So  secrely,  that  no  wight  of  it  wiste, 
And  bad  him  been  al  hool,  and  forth  she 

wente 
To  Jannarie,  whan  that  he  for  hir  sente. 

Up  ryseth  Damian  the  nexte  morwe, 
Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe. 
He  kembeth  him,  he  proyneth  him  and 

pyketh,  201 1 

He  dooth  al  that  his  lady  Inst  and  lyketh  ; 
And  eek  to  Jannarie  he  gooth  as  lowe 
As  ever  dide  a  dogge  for  the  bowe.     (770) 


He  is  so  pleeant  nn-to  eveiy  man,       2015 
(For  craft  is  al,  who-so  that  do  it  can) 
That  eveiy  wight  is  fayn  to  speke  him 

good; 
And  fully  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood. 
Thus  lete  I  Damian  aboute  his  nede, 
And  in  my  tale  forth  I  wol  procede.  2020 

Somme  derkes  holden  that  felicitee 
Stant  in  delyt,  and  therefor  certeyn  he, 
This  noble  Jannarie,  with  al  his  might, 
In  honest  wyse,  as  longeth  to  a  knight, 
Shoop  him  to  live  ful  deliciously.  (781)  2025 
His  housinge,  his  array,  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  was  maked  as  a  kinges. 
Amonges  othere  of  his  honest  thinges, 
He  made  a  gardin,  walled  al  with  stoon  ; 
So  fair  a  gardin  woot  I  nowher  noon.  2030 
For  out  of  doute,  I  verraily  suppose. 
That  he  that  wroot  the  Bomance  of  the 

Bose 
Ne  coude  of  it  the  beautee  w^  dev3^se ; 
Ne  Priapus  ne  mighte  nat  suffyse,      (790) 
Though  he   be  god  of  gardins,  for  to 

telle  2035 

The  beautee  of  the  gardin  and  the  welle, 
That  stood  under  a  laurer  alwey  grene. 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he,  Pluto,  and  his  quene, 
Froaerpina,  and  al  hir  fayfirye 
Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodye   2040 
Aboute  that  welle,  and  daunced,  as  men 

tolde. 
This  noble  knight,  this  Jannarie  the  olde, 
Swich  deintee  hath  in  it  to  walke  and 

pleye,  (799) 

That  he  wol  no  wight  suffiren  here  thekeye 
Save  he  him-self ;  for  of  the  smale  wiket 
He  bar  alwey  of  silver  a  smal  oliket,  2046 
With  which,  whan  that  him  leste,  he  it 

unshette. 
And  whan  he  wolde  paye  his  wyf  hir  dette 
In  somer  seson,  thider  wolde  he  go, 
And  May  his  wyf,  and  no  wight  but  they 

two ;  2050 

And  thinges  whiche  that  were  nat  doon 

a-bedde. 
He  in  the  gardin  parfoumed  hem  and 

spedde. 
And  in  this  wyse,  many  a  mery  day, 
lived  this  Jannarie  and  fresshe  May.  (810) 
But  worldly  joye  may  nat  alwey  dure  2055 
To  Jannarie,  ne  to  no  creature. 
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Auctor. 
O  sodeyn  hap,  o  thou  fortune  instable, 
Lyk  to  the  scorpioun  so  deceivable, 
That  flaterest  with  thyn  heed  when  thou 

wolt  stinge ; 
Thy  tayl  is  deeth,  thnrgh  thyn  enveni- 

minj^e.  ao6o 

O  brotil  joye  !  o  swete  venim  qneynte  ! 
O  monstre,  that  so  subtilly  canst  peynte 
Thy  yifbes,  under  hewe  of  stedfastnesse, 
That  thou  deceyvest  bothe  more  and  lesse  ! 
Why  hastow  Januarie  thus  deceyved,  (821) 
That  haddest  him  for  thy  fill  frend  re- 

ceyved  ?  2066 

And  now  thou  hast  biraft  him  bothe  hise 

yen, 

For  sorwe  of  which  de^reth  he  to  dyen. 

Alias !  this  noble  Januarie  free, 
Amidde  his  lust  and  his  prosperitee,  2070 
Is  woxen  blind,  and  that  al  sodeynly. 
He  wepeth  and  he  wayleth  pitously ; 
And  ther-with-al  the  fyr  of  jalouf^e,  (829) 
Lest  that  his  wyf  sholde  falle  in  som  foly e, 
So  brente  his  herte,  that  he  wolde  fayn  2075 
That  som  man  bothe  him  and  hir  had 

slayn. 
For  neither  after  his  deeth,  nor  in  his  lyf, 
Ke  wolde  he  that  she  were  love  ne  wjrf. 
But  ever  live  as  widwe  in  dothee  blake. 
Soul  as  the  turtle  that  lost  hath  hir  make. 
But  atte  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye, 
His  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye ;  2082 
For  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  other  be, 
He  paciently  took  his  adversitee ;       (840) 
Save,  out  of  doute,  he  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  jalous  evermore  in  oon  ; 
Which  jalouiE^e  it  was  so  outrageous. 
That  neither  in  halle,  n*in  noon  other  hous, 
Ne  in  noon  other  place,  never-the-mo. 
He  nolde  sufire  hir  for  to  ryde  or  go,  2090 
But-if  that  he  had  hand  on  hir  alway ; 
For  which  ful  ofbe  wepeth  fresshe  May, 
That  loveth  Damian  so  benignely, 
That  she  mot  outher  dyen  sodeynly,  (850) 
Or  elles  she  mot  han  him  as  hir  leste  ;  2095 
She  wayteth  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breste. 

Up-on  that  other  syde  Damian 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwefiiUeste  man 
Tliat  ever  was ;  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Ke  mighte  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe 
May,  2100 


As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  swich  matere, 
But-if  that  Januarie  moste  it  here. 
That  hadde  an  hand  up-on  hir  evermo. 
But  nathelees,  by  wryting  to  and  fro  (860) 
And   privee  signes,  wiste  he  what  she 
mente ;  2105 

And  she  knew  eek  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 

Auctor. 
O  Januarie,  what  mighte  it  thee  availle, 
Thou  mightest  see  as  fer  as  shippes  saiUe  ? 
For  also  good  is  blind  deceyved  be, 
As  be  deceyved  whan  a  man  may  see.  2  no 
Lo,  Argus,  which  that  hadde  an  hondred 

yen, 

For  al  that  ever  he  coude  poure  or  piyen. 
Yet  was  he  blent ;  and,  god  wot,  so  ben 

mo, 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so.    (870) 
Passe  over  is  an  ese,  I  sey  na-more.     2 115 
This  fresshe  May,  that  I  spak  of  so 

yore. 
In  warme  wex  haHi  emprented  the  cliket. 
That  Januarie  bar  of  the  smale  wiket. 
By  which  in-to  his  gardin  ofte  he  wente. 
And  Damian,  that  knew  al  hir  entente, 
The  cliket  countrefeted  prively ;         2121 
Ther  nis  na-more  to  seye,  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  cliket  shal  bityde. 
Which  ye  shul  heren,  if  ye  wole  abyde. 
O  noble  Ovyde,  ful  sooth  seystou,  god 

woot !  Auctor. 

What  sleighte  is  it,  thogh  it  be  long  and 

hoot,  (882)  2126 

That  he  nil  finde  it  out  in  som  manere  ? 
By  Piramus  and  Tesbee  may  men  lere ; 
Thogh  they  were  kept  ful  longe  streite 

overal. 
They  been  accorded,  rouninge  thurgh  a 

wal,  3130 

Ther  no  wight  coude  han  fonnde    out 

swich  a  sleighte.  (887) 

But  now  to  purpos ;  er  that  dayes  eighte 
Were  passed,  er  the  monthe  of  Juil,  bifil 
Tliat  Januarie  hath  caught  so  greet  a  wil, 
Thurgh  egging  of  his  wyf,  him  for  to  pleye 
In  hisgardin,  and  no  wight  but  they  tweye, 
That  in  a  morwe  un-to  this  May  seith  he : 
'  Rys  up,  my  wyf,  my  love,  my  lady  firee ; 
The  turtles  vois  is  herd,  my  douve  swete ; 
The  winter  is  goon,  with  alle  his  reynes 

wete ;  2140 
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Com  forth  now,  with  thyn  eyfin  coloxnl^yn ! 
How  fairer  been  thy  brestes  than  is  wyn  1 
The  gardin  is  enclosed  al  aboute ; 
Com  forth,  my  whyte    spouse;   ont   of 

donte,  (900) 

Thou  hast  me  wonnded  in  myn  herte, 

owyf!  2145 

No  spot  of  thee  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf . 
Com  forth,  and  hit  us  taken  onr  disport ; 
I  chees  thee  for  my  wyf  and  my  confort.' 

Swiche  olde  lewed  wordes  nsed  he ; 
On  Damian  a  signe  made  she,  2150 

That  he  sholde  go  biforen  with  his  cliket : 
This  Damian  thanne  hath  opened  the 

wiket. 
And  in  he  stirte,  and  thatin  swich  manere. 
That  no  wight  mighte   it   see   neither 

y-here ;  (910) 

And  stille  he  sit  nnder  a  bnsh  anoon.  2155 

This  Januarie,  as  blind  as  is  a  stoon. 
With  ICains  in  his  hand,  and  no  wight  mo, 
In-to  his  fresshe  gardin  is  ago, 
And  clapte  to  the  wiket  sodeynly. 

*  Now,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  heer  nis  but  thou 

and  I,  3160 

That  art  l^e  creature  that  I  best  love. 
For,  by  that  lord  that  sit  in  heven  above, 
Lever  ioh  hadde  dyen  on  a  knyf. 
Than  thee  offende,  trewe  dere  wyf!    (gao) 
"For  goddes  sake,  thenk  how  I  thee  ohees, 
Noght  for  no  coveityse,  doutelees,        3166 
But  only  for  the  love  I  had  to  thee. 
And  though  that  I  be  old,  and  may  natsee, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  why. 
Three  thinges,  certes,  shul  ye  winne  ther- 

^)  2170 

First,  love  of  Crist,  and  toyouxHMlf  honour. 
And  al  myn  heritage,  toun  and  tour ; 
I  yeve  it  yow,  maketh  chartres  as  yow 

leste ;  (929) 

This  shal  be  doon  to-morwe  er  sonne  reste. 
So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisse,  2x75 
I  prey  yow  first,  in  covenant  ye  me  kisse. 
AndUiogh  that  I  be  jalous,  wyte  me  noght. 
Ye  been  so  depe  enprented  in  my  thoght, 
That,  whan  that  I  considere  your  beautee, 
And  ther-with-al  the  unlykly  elde  of  me 
I  may  nat,  certes,  thogh  I  sholde  dye, 
Forbore  to  been  out  of  your  companye 
For  verray  love  ;  this  is  with-outen  doute. 
Now  kis  me,  wyf,  and  lat  us  rome  aboute.' 


This  fresshe  May,  whan  she  thise  wordes 
herde,  (941)  2185 

Benignely  to  Januarie  answerde. 
But  first  and  forward  she  bigan  to  wepe, 
*  I  have,'  quod  she,  '  a  soule  for  to  kepe 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour, 
Andof  my  wyfhod  tlulke  tendre  flour,  2190 
Which  that  I  have  assured  in  your  bond, 
Whan  that  the  preest  to  yow  my  body 

bond; 
Wherfore  I  wole  answere  in  this  manere 
By  the  leve  of  yow,  my  lord  so  dere :  (950) 
I  prey  to  god,  that  never  dawe  the  day  2 1 95 
That  I  ne  sterve,  as  foule  as  womman  may, 
If  ever  I  do  un-to  my  kin  that  shame, 
Or  elles  I  empeyre  so  my  name, 
That  I  be  fals ;  and  if  I  do  that  lakke, 
Do  strepe  me  and  put  me  in  a  sakke,  2200 
And  in  the  nexte  river  do  me  drenche. 
I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche. 
Why  speke  ye  thus?  but  men  ben  ever 
untrewe,  (959) 

And  wommen  have  repreve  of  yow  ay  newe. 
Te  han  non  other  oontenance,  I  leve,  2205 
But  speke  to  us  of  untmst  and  repreve.' 
And  with  that  word  she  saugh  wher 
Damian 
Sat  in  the  bush,  and  coughen  she  bigan. 
And  with  hir  finger  signes  made  she, 
That  Damian  sholde  dimbe  up-on  a  tree. 
That  charged  was  with  f^uit,  and  up  he 
wente ;  22 11 

Fot  verraily  he  knew  al  hir  entente. 
And  evexy  signe  that  she  coude  make 
Wel  bet  than  Januarie,  hir  owene  make. 
For  in  a  lettre  she  had  told  him  al      2^15 
Of  this  matere,  how  he  werchen  shal.  (972) 
And  thus  I  lete  him  sitte  up-on  the  pyrie, 
And  Januarie  and  May  rominge  myrie. 
Bright  was  the  day,  and  blew  the  firma- 
ment, 
Phebus  of  gold  his  stremes  doun  hath 
sent.  322U 

To  gladen  evexy  flour  with  his  warmnesse. 
He  was  that  tyme  in  Otminia,  as  I  gesse, 
But  litel  fro  his  declinacioun 
Of  Cancer,  Jovis  exaltacioun.  (980) 

And  so  bifel,  that  brighte  morwe-tyde,  2225 
That  in  that  gardin,  in  the  farther  syde, 
Pluto,  that  is  the  king  of  fayfirye, 
And  many  a  lady  in  his  companye, 
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Folwinge  Mb  ^fvyf,  the  qnene  Proserpyne, 
Eoh  after  other,  right  as  any  lyne —  2230 
Whyl  that  she  gadered  fioures  inthemede, 
In  Claudian  ye  may  the  story  rede, 
How  in  hiB  gprisly  carte  he  hir  fette  :— 
This  king  of  faiiye  thanne  adotin  him 

sette  (990)  2«34 

Up-on  a  bench  of  turves,  fresh  and  grene, 

And  right  anon  thns  seyde  he  to  his  qnene. 

*  My  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  ther  may  no  wight 

sey  nay ; 
Th*experience  so  preveth  every  day 
The  treson  whiche  that  wommen  doon  to 

man.  2239 

Ten  hondred  thousand  [stories]  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  yonr  nntrontheandbrotilnesse. 
O  Salomon,  wys,  richest  of  richesse,   2242 
Folflld  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie, 
Ftd  worthy  been  thy  wordes  to  memorie 
To  evexy  wight  that  wit  and  reson  can. 
Thus  preiseth  he  yet  the  bonntee  of  man : 
"  Amonges  a  thousand  men  yet  fond  loon. 
But  of  wommen  alle  fond  I  noon.'*    (1004) 
Thus  seith  the  king  that  knoweth  your 

wikkednesse ; 
And  JoBXiB  fllius  Synik,  B8  1  geaae,       2250 
Ne  speketh  of  yow  but  selde  reverence. 
A  wilde  fyr  and  corrupt  pestilence 
So  falle  up-on  your  bodies  yet  to-night! 
Ne  see  ye  nat  thishonurable  knight,  (loio) 
By-cause,  alias  I  that  he  is  blind  and  old. 
His  owene  man  shal  make  him  cokewold ; 
Lo  heer  he  sit,  the  lechour,  in  the  tree.  2257 
Now  wol  I  graunten,  of  my  magestee, 
Un-to  this  olde  blinde  worthy  knight 
That  he  shal  have  ayeyn  his  eyen  sight,  2260 
Whan  thathiswyf  wold  doon  him  vileinye ; 
Than  shal  he  knowen  al  hir  harlotrye 
Both  in  repreve  of  hir  and  othere  mo.* 

'  Ye  shal,'  quod  Proserpyne,  *  wol  ye  so ; 
Now,  by  my  modres  sires  soule  I  swere, 
That  I  Eiial  yeven  hir  suffisant  answere. 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake  ; 
That,  though  they  be  in  any  gilt  y-take, 
With   face   bold   they   shuUe   hem-self 

excuse. 
And  here  hem  doun  that  wolden  hem 

accuse.  2270 

For  lakke  of  answer,  noon  ofhem  shal  dyen. 
Al  hadde  man  seyn  a  thing  with  bothe  his 

yfln,  (1028) 


Yit  shul  we  wommen  visage  it  hardily, 
And  wepe,  and  swere,  and  chyde  subtilly, 
So  that  ye  men  shul  been  as  lewed  as  gees. 
What  rekketh  me  of  your  auctoritees? 

I  woot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  Salomon, 
Fond  of  us  wommen  foles  many  oon. 
But  though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good 

womman,  2279 

Yet  hath  ther  founde  many  another  man 
Wommen  Ail  trewe,  ttd  gode,  and  ver- 

tuous. 
Witnesse  on  hem  that  dwelle  in  Cristes 

hous, 
With  martirdom  they  preved  hir  con- 
stance.  (1039) 
The  Bomayn  gestes  maken  remembrance 
Of  many  a  verray  trewe  wyf  also.  2285 
But  sire,  ne  be  nat  wrooth,  al-be-it  so, 
Though  that  he  seyde  he  fond  no  good 

wonmian, 
I  prey  yow  ti^e  the  sentence  of  the  man ; 
He  mente  thus,  that  in  sovereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  but  god,  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  2290 

Ey !  for  verray  god,  that  nis  but  oon. 
What  make  ye  so  muche  of  Salomon  ? 
What  though  he  made  a  temple,  goddes 

hous?  (1049) 

What  though  he  were  riche  and  glorious  ? 
So  made  he  eek  a  temple  of  false  goddis, 
How  mighte  he  do  a  thing  that  more  for- 

bode  is  ?  2296 

Pardee,  as  faire  as  ye  his  name  emplastre, 
He  was  a  lechour  and  an  ydolastre ; 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  god  forsook. 
And  if  that  god  ne  hadde,  as  seith  the  book, 
Y-spared  him  for  his  fadres  sake,  he  sholde 
Have  lost  his  regne  rather  than  he  wolde. 
I  sette  noght  of  al  the  vileinye,         (1059) 
That  ye  of  wommen  wryte,  a  boterflye. 
I  am  a  womman,  nedes  moot  I  spoke,  2305 
Or  eUes  swelle  til  myn  herte  breke. 
For  sithen  he  seyde  that  we  ben  jan- 


As  ever  hool  I  mote  brouke  my  tresses, 
I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  curtei^e,        2309 
Tospeke  him  harm  that  wolde  us  vileinye.' 
*  Dame,'  quod  this  Pluto,  *  be  no  lenger 

wrooth; 
I  yeve  it  up  ;  but  sith  I  swoor  myn  00th 
That  I  wolde  graunten  him  his  sighte 

ageyn,  (1069) 
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My  word  sfaalstonde,  I  wame  yow,  certeyn. 
I  am  a  king,  it  sit  me  noght  to  lye.'    2315 
'  And  I,'  quod  she,  •  a  queene  of  faySiye. 
Hir  answere  shal  she  have,  I  undertake  ; 
Lat  UB  na-more  wordes  heer-of  make. 
For  sothe,  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  contrarie.' 
Now  lat  UB  tume  agayn  to  Januarie,  2320 
That  in  the  gardin  with  his  faire  May 
Singethi  fal  merier  than  the  papejay, 
'Yow  love  I  best,  and  shal,  and  other 

noon.' 
So  longe  aboute  the  aleyes  is  he  goon,  (1080) 
Til  he  was  come  agaynes  thilke  pyrie,  2325 
Wher-aA  this  Damian  sitteth  ful  myrie 
An  heigh,  among  the  fresshe  leves  giene. 
This  fresshe  May,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
Gan  for  to  syke,  and  seyde,  '  alias,  my 

syde! 
Now  sir,'  quod  she,  '  for  aught  that  may 

bityde,  2330 

I  moste  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see. 
Or  I  mot  dye,  so  sore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  peres  grene.     (1089) 
Help,  for  hir  love  that  is  of  hevene  queue  ! 
I  telle    yow   wel,  a  womman    in    my 

plyt  2335 

May  han  to  fMt  so  greet  an  appetyt. 
That  she  may  dyen,  but  she  of  it  have.' 
*  Alias ! '  quod  he,  '  that  I  ne  had  heer 

a  knave 
That  coude  climbe ;  alias !  aUas ! '  quod  he, 
'That  I  am  blind.'      'Te,  sir,  no  fors,' 

quod  she :  2340 

'But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  for  goddes 

sake. 
The  pyrie  inwith  your  armes  for  to  take, 
(For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mistroste  me) 
Thanne  sholde  I  climbe  wel  y-nogh,'  quod 

she,  (i  100) 

*  So  I  my  foot  mighte  sette  upon  your  bak. ' 

'  Gertes,'  quod  he,  '  ther-on  shal  be  no 

lak,  2346 

Mighte  I  yow  helpen  with  myn   herte 

blood.' 
He8toux>ethdoun,  and  on  his  bak  she  stood. 
And  caughte  hir  by  a  twiste,  and  up  she 

gooth. 
Ladies,  I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  wrooth  ; 
I  can  nat  gloee,  I  am  a  rude  man.       2351 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damian 


Ganpullenup  the  smc^,  and  in  he  throng. 
And  whan  that  Pluto  saugh  this  grete 

wrong,  (iiio) 

To  Januarie  he  gaf  agayn  his  sighte,  2355 
And  made  him  see,  as  wel  as  ever  he 

mighte. 
And  whan  that  he   hadde  caught  his 

sighte  agayn, 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  so  &yn. 
But  on  his  wyf  his  thoght  was  evermo ; 
Up  to  the  tree  he  caste  his  eyen  two,  2360 
And  saugh  that  Damian  his  wyf  had 

dressed 
In  swich  manere,  it  may  nat  ben  ex- 
pressed 
But  if  I  wolde  speke  unourteisly : 
And  up  he  yaf  a  roring  and  a  ciy     (1120) 
As  doth  the  moder  whan  the  child  shal 

dye :  2365 

*  Out !  help !  alias !  harrow ! '  began  to  ciye, 
'  O  stronge  lady  store,  what  dostow? ' 
And  she  answerde,  'sir,  what  eyleth 

yow? 
Have  paoienoe,  and  reson  in  yoxxr  minde, 
I  have  yow  holpe  on  bothe  your  eyen 

bUnde.  2370 

Up  peril  of  my  soule,  I  shal  nat  lyen. 
As  me  was  taught,  to  hele  with  your  yfin, 
Was  no-thing  bet  to  make  yow  to  see 
Than  strugle  with  a  man  ujp-on  a  tree,  (i  130) 
God  woot,  I  dide  it  in  ful  good  entente.' 
'Strugle!'  quod  he,  'ye,  algate  in  it 

wente !  2376 

God  yeve  yow  bothe  on  shames  deeth  to 

dyen! 
He  swyved  thee,  I  saugh  it  with  myne  yfin, 
And  elles  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals ! ' 
'  Thanne  is,'  quod  she,  '  my  medicyne 

al  f alB ;  2380 

For  certeinly,  if  that  ye  mighte  see, 

Te  wolde  nat  seyn  thise  wordee  un-to  me  ,- 

Ye  han  som  glimsing  and  no  parfit  sighte.' 

'I  see,'  quod  he,   'as  wel  as  ever  I 

mighte,  (1140) 

Thonked  be  god !  with  bothe  myne  eyen 

two,  2385 

And  by  my  trouthe,  me  thoughte  he  dide 

thee  so.' 
'  Ye  maze,  maee,  gode  sire,'  quod  she, 
'  This  thank  have  I  for  I  have  maad  yow 
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Alias!'  qnod  she,  Hhat  ever  I  was  so 
kinde ! ' 

*  Now,  dame/  qaod  he,  '  lat  al  passe  out 

of  xuinde.  2390 

Com  doon,  my  lief,  and  if  I  have  missayd, 
Gk>d  help  me  so,  as  I  am  yvel  apayd. 
But,  by  my  fader  sonle,  I  wende  han  seyn, 
How  that  this  Damian  had  by  thee  leyn, 
And  that  thy  smok  had  leyn  up-on  his 

brest.'  ("50  2395 

*  Ye,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  ye  may  wene  as 

yow  lest ; 
But,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  o^t  of  his 

sleep, 
He  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keep 
Up-on  a  thing,  ne  seen  it  parfitly. 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  verraily ;  2400 

Bight  so  a  man,  that  longe  hath  blind  y-be, 
Ne  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-see, 


First  whan  his  sighte  is  newe  come  ageyn, 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-seyn.  ( 1 160) 
Til  that  your  sighte  y-satled  be  a  whyle, 
Ther  may  ful  many  a  sighte  yow  bigyle. 
Beth  war,  I  prey  yow;  for,  by  hevene 

king,  2407 

Ful  many  a  man  weneth  to  seen  a  thing, 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semeth. 
He  that  misconceyveth,  he  misdemetli.' 
And  with  that  word  she  leep  doun  fro  the 

tree.  2411 

This  Januarie,  who  is  glad  but  he  ? 
He  kisseth  hir,  and  clippeth  hir  fal  ofte, 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir  ful 

softe,  (1170) 

And  to  his  palays  -hoom  he  hath  hir  lad. 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pn^  yow  to  be  glad.  3416 
Thus  endeth  heer  my  tale  of  Januarie  ; 
Gk>d  blesse  us  and  his  moder  Seinte  Marie  I 


Here  is  ended  the  Karchantes  Tale  of  Januarie. 


EPILOGUE   TO    THE    MARCHANTES 

TALE. 


'  Et  !  goddes  mercy ! '  seyde  our  Hoste  tho, 
*  Now  swich  a  wyf  I  pray  god  kepe  me  fro ! 
Lo,  whiche  sleightes  and  subtilitees    2421 
In  wommen  been  !  for  ay  as  bl^  as  bees 
Ben  th^,  U8  sely  men  for  to  deceyve. 
And  fVom  a  sothe  ever  wol  they  weyve ; 
By  this  Marchauntes  Tale  it  preveth  weeL 
But  doutelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel    2406 
I  have  a  wyf,  though  that  she  povre  be  ; 
But  of  hir  tonge  a  labbing  shrewe  is  she, 
And  yet  she  hath  an  heep  of  vyces  mo ;  (i  i ) 
Ther-of  no  fors,  lat  alle  swiche  thinges  go. 


But,  wite  ye  what  ?  in  oonseil  be  it  seyd. 
Me  reweth  sore  I  am  un-to  hir  teyd.  243  a 
For,  and  I  sholde  rekenen  every  \tc^6 
Which  that  she  hath,  y-wis,  I  were  to 

nyce, 
And  cause  why ;  it  sholde  reported  be  3435 
And  told  to  hir  of  somme  of  this  meynee ) 
Of  whom,  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  declare, 
Sin  wommen  connen  outen  swich  chaf- 

fare ;  (30) 

And  eek  my  wit  suffyseth  nat  ther-to 
To  tellen  al ;  wherfor  my  tale  is  do.'  3440 
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GROUP  F. 


THE    SQUIERES    TALE. 


The  Squire's  Prologne. 

^  S^uiKB,  com  neer,  if  it  your  wille  be, 
And  sey  somwhat  of  love ;  for,  cex^es,  ye 
Connen  therK>n  as  mnohe  as  any  man.' 
•  Nay,  sir/  quod  he, '  bnt  I  wol  seye  as  I  can 
With  hertly  wille ;  for  I  wol  nat  rebelle  5 
Agajrn  your  lust ;  a  tale  wol  I  telle. 
Have  me  excused  if  I  speke  amis, 
My  wil  is  good ;  and  lo,  my  tale  is  this.* 

Here  biginneth  the  Sqnieres  Tale. 

At  Sarray,  in  the  land  of  Tartarye,  (i) 
Ther  dwelte  a  king,  that  werreyed  Bnssye, 
Thnrgh  which  ther  deyde  many  a  donghty 

man.  11 

This  noble  king  was  deped  Cambinskan, 
Which  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  greet  renoon 
That  ther  nas  no-wher  in  no  regionn 
So  excellent  a  lord  in  alle  thing ;  15 

Him  lakked  noght  that  longeth  to  a  king. 
As  of  the  secte  of  which  that  he  was  bom 
He  kepte  his  lay,  to  which  that  he  was 

sworn ;  (10) 

And  ther-to  he  was  hardy,  wjrs,  and  riche, 
And  f  pietous  and  just,  alwey  y-liche  ;  ao 
Sooth  of  his  word,  benigne  and  honorable. 
Of  his  corage  as  any  centre  stable  ; 
Yong,  fresh,  and  strong,  in  armes  desirons 
As  any  bacheler  of  al  his  hons. 
A  fair  persone  he  was  and  fortunat,       35 
And  kepte  alwey  so  wel  royal  Mtat, 
That  ther  was  nowher  swich  another  man. 
This  noble  king,  this  Tartre  Cambinskan 
Hadde  two  sones  on  Elpheta  his  wyf,  {at) 
Of  whiche  th'eldeste  highte  Algar^,    30 
That  other  sone  was  cleped  Cambalo. 
A  doghter  hadde  this  worthy  king  also, 
That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canacee. 
Bat  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beantee, 


It  lyth  nat  in  my  tonge,  n'in  my  conning ; 
I  dar  nat  undertake  so  heigh  a  thing.    36 
Myn  English  eek  is  insufficient ; 
It  moste  been  a  rethor  excellent,  (30) 

That  coude  his  colours  longing  for  that  art, 
If  he  sholde  hir  disciyven  eveiy  part.  40 
I  am  non  swich,  I  moot  speke  as  I  can. 

And  so  bifel  that,  whan  this  Cambinskan 
Hath  twenty  winter  bom  his  diademe, 
As  he  was  wont  fro  yeer  to  yeer,  I  deme, 
He  leet  the  feste  of  his  nativitee  45 

Don  cryen  thurghout  Sarray  his  citee, 
The  last  Idus  of  March,  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus  the  sonne  ful  joly  was  and  deer ; 
For  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioun         (41) 
In  Martes  face,  and  in  his  mansioun     50 
In  Aries,  the  colerik  hote  signe. 
Ful  lusty  was  the  weder  and  benigne, 
For  which  the  foules,  agayn  the  sonne 

shene. 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  yonge  grene, 
Ful  loude  songen  hir  affecciouns ;  55 

Hem  semed  han  geten  hem  protecciouns 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  winter  kene  and  cold. 
This  Cambinskan,  of  which  I  have  yow 

told,  (50) 

In  royal  vestiment  sit  on  his  deys, 
With  diademe,  ful  heighe  in  his  paleys, 
And  halt  his  feste,  so  solempne  and  so 

riche  61 

That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  it 

liche. 
Of  which  if  I  shal  tellen  al  th'array. 
Than  wolde  it  occupye  a  someres  day ; 
And  eek  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  devyse       65 
At  eveiy  cours  the  ordre  of  hir  Bervyao. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  hir  strange  sewes,  (59) 
Ke  of  hir  swannes,  ne  of  hir  heronsewes. 
Eek  in  that  lond,  as  tellen  knightes  olde, 
Ther  is  som  mete  that  is  ful  deyntee  holde. 
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That  in  this  loud  men  recche  of  it  but 

smal ;  71 

Ther  nis  no  man  that  may  reporteu  aL 
I  wol  nat  tarien  yow,  for  it  is  piyme, 
And  for  it  is  no  fruit  but  los  of  tyme ; 
Un-to  my  firste  I  wol  have  my  recours.  75 
And  so  bifelthat,  after  the  thridde  cours, 
Whyl  that  this  king  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye, 
Herkninge  his   minstralles  hir  thingee 

pleye  (70) 

Bifom  him  at  the  bord  deliciously, 
In  at  the  halle-dore  al  sodeynly  80 

Ther  oam  a  knight  up-on  a  stede  of  bras, 
And  in  his  hand  a  brood  mirour  of  glas. 
Upon  his  thombe  he  hadde  of  gold  a 

ring, 
And  by  his  ^yde  a  naked  swerd  hanging ; 
And  up  he  rydeth  to  the  heighe  bord.    85 
In  al  the  halle  ne  was  ther  spoke  a  word 
For  merveille  of  this  knight ;  him  to  bi- 

holde 
Ful  bisily  ther  wayten  yonge  and  olde. 
This  strange  knight,  that  cam   thus 

sodeynly,  (81) 

Al  armed  save  his  heed  fill  richely,       90 
Salueth  king  and  queen,  and  lordes  alle, 
By  ordre,  as  they  seten  in  the  halle, 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  obeisaunce 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  oontenaunce, 
That  Gawain,  with  his  olde  curteisye,    95 
Though  he  were  come  ageyn  out  of  Fairye, 
Ke  ooude  him  nat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  bifom  the  heighe  bord,  (90) 
He  with  a  manly  voys  seith  his  message, 
After  the  forme  used  in  his  langage,     100 
With-outen  vyce  of  sillable  or  of  lettre  ; 
And,  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the  bettre. 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  his  chere, 
As  techeth  art  of  speche  hem  that  it 

lore; 
Al-be-it  that  I  can  nat  soune  his  style,  105 
Ne  can  nat  climben  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
Yet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente. 
Thus  muohe  amounteth  al  that  ever  he 

mente,  (100) 

If  it  so  be  that  I  have  it  in  minde. 
He  seyde,  '  the  king  of  Arable  and  of 

Inde,  1 10 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
SaluSth  yow  as  he  best  can  and  may, 
And  sendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  your  feste. 


By  me,  that  am  al  redy  at  your  heste, 
This  stede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  wel    1 15 
Can,  in  the  space  of  o  day  naturel. 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  foure  and  twenty  houres, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  in  drt^hte    or  elles 

shoures,  (no) 

Beren  your  body  in-to  every  place 
To  which  your  herte  wilneth  for  to  pace 
With-outen  wem  of  yow,  thurgh  foul  or 

fair ;  121 

Or,  if  yow  Ust  to  fleen  as  hye  in  the  air 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  him  list  to  sore, 
This  same  stede  shal  here  yow  ever-more 
With-outen  harm,  til  ye  be  ther  yow 

leste,  125 

Though  that  ye  slepen  on  his  bak  or  reste ; 
And  tume  ayeyn,  with  wiything  of  a  pin. 
He  that  it  wroghte  ooude  ful  many  a  gin ; 
He  wayted  many  a  constellacioun  (121) 
£r  he  had  doon  this  operacioun  ;  130 

And  knew  ful  many  a  seel  and  many 

a  bond. 
This  mirour  eek,  that  I  have  in  myn 

bond, 
Hath  swich  a  might,  that  men  may  in  it 

Whan  ther  shal  fallen  any  adversitee 
Un-to  your  regne  or  to  your-self  also ;    155 
And  openly  who  is  your  freend  or  foo. 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  on  any  maner  wight, 
If  he  be  feds,  she  shal  his  treson  see,    (131) 
His  newe  love  and  al  his  subtiltee         140 
So  openly,  that  ther  shal  no-thing  hyde. 
Wherfor,  SLgeyn  this  lusty  someres  tyde. 
This  mirour  and  this  ring,  that  ye  may  see. 
He  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Canacee, 
Your  excellente  doghter  that  is  here.    145 

The  vertu  of  the  ring,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Is  this ;  that,  if  hir  lust  it  for  to  were  (139) 
Up-on  hir  thombe,  or  in  hir  purs  it  here, 
Ther  is  no  foul  that  fieeth  under  the 

hevene 
That  she  ne  shal  wel  understonde  his 

stevene,  150 

And  knowe  his  mening  openly  and  pleyn, 
And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyn. 
And  every  gras  that  groweth  up-on  rote 
She  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol  do 

bote, 
Al  be  his  woxmdes  never  so  depe  and  wyde. 
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This  naked  Bwerd,  that  hangeth  by  my 

sydo,  156 

Swich  vertu  hath,  that  what  man  so  ye 

smyte, 
Thargh-ont  his  armare  it  vrol  kerve  and 

byte,  (150) 

Were  it  as  thikke  as  is  a  branched  00k  ; 
And  what  man  that  is  wounded  with  the 

strook  160 

Shal  never  be  hool  til  that  yow  list,  of 

grace, 
To  stroke  him  with  the  platte  in  thilke 

place 
Ther  he  is  hurt :  this  is  as  mnche  to  seyn 
Te  mote  with  the  platte  swerd  ageyn 
Stroke  him  in  the  wonnde,  and  it  wol 

close ;  165 

This  is  a  verray  sooth,  with-outen  glose, 
It  tiEiilleth  nat  whyl  it  is  in  your  hold.' 
And  whan  this  knight  hath  thus  his 

tale  told,  (160) 

He  xydeth  out  of  halle,  and  doun  helighte. 
"His  stede,  which  that  shoon  as  sonne 

brighte,  170 

Stcmt  in  the  court,  as  stille  as  any  stoon. 
This  knight  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anon. 
And  is  unarmed  and  to  mete  y-set. 

The  presents  been  ful  royally  y-fet. 
This  is  to  seyn,  the  swerd  and  the  mirour, 
And  bom  anon  in-to  the  heighe  tour  176 
With  oerteine  officers  ordeyned  therfore ; 
And  un-to  Ganacee  this  ring  was  bore  ( 1 70) 
Solempnely,  ther  she  sit  at  the  table. 
But  sikerly,  with-outen  any  fable,  180 
The  hors  of  bras,  that  may  nat  be  remewed. 
It  stant  as  it  were  to  the  ground  y-glewed. 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  dryve 
For  noon  engyn  of  windas  or  polyve  ;  184 
And  cause  why,  for  they  can  nat  the  craft. 
And  therefore  in  the  place  they  ban  it 

lafb 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taught  hem  the 

manere 
To  voyden  him,  as  ye  shal  after  here.  (180) 
Greet  was  the  prees,  that  swarmeth  to 

and  fro,  189 

To  gauren  on  this  hors  that  stondeth  so ; 
For  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so  brood  and  long. 
So  wel  propordoned  for  to  ben  strong, 
Right  as  it  were  a  stede  of  Lumbardye ; 
Thexvwith  so  horsly,  and  so  quik  of  y6 


As  it  a  gentil  Poileys  courser  were.        195 
For  certes,  fro  his  tayl  un-to  his  ere. 
Nature  ne  art  ne  coude  him  nat  amende 
In  no  degree,  as  al  the  peple  wende.  (190) 
But  evermore  hir  moste  wonder  was. 
How  that  it  coude  goon,  and  was    of 

bras ;  200 

It  was  of  Fairye,  as  the  peple  semed. 
Diverse  folk  diversely  they  demed  ; 
As  many  hedee,  Aa  many  wittes  ther  been. 
They  murmureden  as  dooth  a  swarm  of 

been. 
And  maden  skiles  after  hir  fanta^yes,    205 
Behersinge  of  thise  olde  poetryes, 
And  seyden,  it  was  lyk  the  Fegasee, 
The  hors  that  hadde  winges  for  to  flee ;  (200) 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Grekes  hors  Synon, 
That  broghte  Troye  to  destruccion,        210 
As  men  maj  in  thise  olde  gestes  rede. 
*Myn  herte,'  quod  oon,  'is  evermore  in 

drede ; 
I  trowe  som  men  of  armes  been  ther-inne, 
That  shapen  hem  this  citee  for  to  winue. 
It  were  right  good  that  al  swich  thing 

were  knowe.*  215 

Another  rowned  to  his  felawe  lowe. 
And  seyde,  '  he  lyeth,  it  is  rather  lyk 
An  apparence  y-maad  Vy  som  magyk,  (210) 
As  jogelours  pleyen  at  thise  festes  grete.' 
Of  sondiy  doutes  thus  they  jangle  and 

trete,  220 

As  lewed  peple  demeth  oomunly 
Of  thinges  that  ben  maad  more  subtilly 
Than  they  can  in  her  lewednes  compre- 

hende ; 
They  demen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
And  somme  of  hem  wondred  on  the 


mirour. 


225 


That  bom  was  up  in-to  the  maister-tour. 
How  men  mighte  in  it  swiche  thinges  see. 
Another  answerde,  and  seyde  it  mighte 

wel  be  (220) 

Naturelly,  by  compoeiciouns 
Of  angles  and  of  dye  reflezioans,  250 

And  seyden,  that  in  Borne  was  swich  oon. 
They  speken  of  Alocen  and  Yitulon, 
And  Aristotle^  that  writen  in  hir  lyves 
Of  queynte  mirours  and  of  prospectyves. 
As  knowen  they  that  han  hir  bokes  herd. 
And  othere  folk  han  wondred  on  the 

swerd  236 
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That  wolde  peroeh  thurgh-out  eveiy-thing ; 
And  fille  in  speche  of  Thelophns  the  king, 
And  of  Achilles  with  hia  qneynte  spere, 
For  he  coude  with  it  bothe  hele  and  dere, 
Bight  in  swich  wyse  as  men  may  with  the 

swerd  (233)  241 

Of  which  right  now  ye  han  yonr^elven 

herd. 
The^  si>eken  of  sondry  harding  of  metal, 
And  speke  of  medicynes  ther-with-al. 
And  how,  and  whanne,  it  sholde  y-harded 

be;  245 

Which  is  unknowe  lUgates  nnto  me. 
Tho  speke  they  of  CanaceSs  ring, 
And  seyden  alle,  that  swich  a  wonder 

thing  (240) 

Of  craft  of  ringes  herde  they  never  non. 
Save  that  he,  Moyses,  and  king  Salomon 
Haddeanameofkonninginswichart.  251 
Thus  seyn  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
But  nathelees,  somme  seyden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  maken  of  fem-asshen  glas. 
And  yet  nis  glas  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fern ; 
But  for  they  han  y-knowen  it  so  fern,  256 
Therfore  cesseth  her  jangling  and  her 

wonder. 
As   sore  wondren   somme   on   cause  of 

thonder,  (250) 

On  ebbe,  on  flood,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

mist,  259 

And  alle  thing,  til  that  the  cause  is  wist. 
Thus  jangle  they  and  demen  and  devyse, 
Til  that  the  king  gan  fro  the  bord  aryse. 
Fhebus  hath  laft  the  angle  meridional. 
And  yet  ascending  was  the  beest  royal. 
The  gentil  Leon,  with  his  Aldiran,       265 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  king,  this  Cam- 

binskan,  (258) 

Boos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  fal  hye. 
Tofom  him  gooth  the  loude  minstralcye, 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  parements, 
Ther  as  they  sownen  diverse  instruments, 
That  it  is  lyk  an  heven  for  to  here.       271 
Now  dauncen  lusty  Venus  children  dere. 
Tot  in  the  Fish  hir  lady  sat  ftil  hye, 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  freendly  y6. 

This  noble  king  is  set  up  in  his  trone.  275 
This  strange  knight  is  fet  to  him  ftil  sone. 
And  on  the  daunce  he  gooth  with  Canacee. 
Heer  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee  (270) 


That  is  nat  able  a  dul  man  to  devyse.  279 
He  moste  han  knowen  love  and  his  servyse. 
And  been  a  festlich  man   as  fresh    as 

May, 
That  sholde  yow  devsrsen  swich  array. 
Who  coude  telle   yow    the   forme   of 

daunces, 
So  uncouthe  and  so  firesshe  contenaunces, 
Swich  subtil  loking  and  dissimulinges  285 
For  drede  of jalousemenneeaperceyvinges  ? 
No  man  but  Launcelot,  and  he  is  deed. 
Therefor  I  passe  of  al  this  lustiheed ;  (280) 
I  Beye  na-more,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
I  lete  hem,  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse.  290 

The  styward  bit  the  spyces  for  to  hye. 
And  eek  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  usshers  and  the  squyers  ben  y-goon ; 
The  spyces  and  the  wyn  ia  come  anoon. 
They  ete  and  drinke ;  and  whan  this  hadde 

an  ende,  295 

Un-to  the  temple,  as   reson   was,    they 

wende. 

The  service  doon,  they  soupen  al  by  day. 

What  nedeth  yow  rehercen  hir  array  ?(29o) 

Ech  man  wot  wel,  that  at  a  kinges  feest« 

Hath  plentee,  to  the  moste  and  to  the 

leeste,  300 

And    deyntees    mo   than    been    in    my 

knowing. 
At-after  soper  gooth  this  noble  king 
To  seen  this  hors  of  bras,  with  al  the  route 
Of  lordes  and  of  ladyes  him  aboute. 
Swich  wondring  was  ther  on  this  hors 

of  bras  305 

That,  sin  the  grete  sege  of  Troye  was, 
Ther-as  men  wondreden  on  an  hors  also, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
Butfynally  the  king  axeth  this  knight  (301) 
The  vertu  of  this  courser  and  the  might. 
And  preyede  him  to  telle  his  govemaunce. 
This  hors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 

daunce,  312 

Whan  that  this  knight  leyde  hand  up-on 

his  reyne, 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  ther  is  na-more  to  seyne. 
But,  whan  jrow  list  to  ryden  any-where,3i5 
Ye  moten  trille  a  pin,  stant  in  his  ere. 
Which  I  shall  telle  yow  bit wix  vs  two.  (309) 
Te  mote  nempne  him  to  what  place  also 
Or  to  what  con  tree  that  yow  list  to  ryde.3 19 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  yow  list  abyde, 
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Bidde  him  descende,  and  trille  another  pin, 
For  ther-in  lyth  the  effect  of  al  the  gin, 
And  he  wol  donn  descende  «id  doon  yonr 

wille ; 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  abyde  stUle, 
Though  al  the  world  the  contrarie  hadde 

y-«wore ;  3^5 

He  shal  nat  thennee  ben  y-drawe  n*y- 

bore. 
Or,  if  yow  liste  bidde  him  thennee  goon, 
Trille  this  pin,  and  he  wol  vanishe  anoon 
Oat  of  the  sighte  of  every  manor  wight,(3ai) 
And  come  agayn,  be  it  by  day  or  night,  330 
When  that  yow  list  to  clepen  him  ageyn 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  shal  to  yow  seyn 
Bitwize  yow  and  me,  and  that  fol  sone. 
Ryde  whan  yow  list,  ther  is  na-more  to 

done.' 
Enformed  whan  the  king  was  of  that 

knight,  335 

And  hath  conceyved  in  his  wit  aright 
The  maner  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thing, 
fThus  glad  and  blythe,  this  noble  doughty 

king  (330) 

Bepeireth  to  his  revel  as  bifom. 
The  brydel  is  un-to  the  tour  y-bom,     340 
And  kept  among  his  jewels  leve   and 

dere. 
The  hors  vanisshed,  I  noot  in  what  manere, 
Out  of  hir  sighte ;  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
But  thus  I  lete  in  lust  and  lolitee 
This  Cambynskan  his  lordee  fe8teyinge,345 
Til  wel  ny  the  day  bigan  to  springe. 

Explicit  prima  pars. 

Seqnitnr  pars  secunda. 

The  norioe  of  dlgeetioun,  the  slepe, 

Gan  on  hem  winke,  and  bad  hem  taken 

kepe,  (340) 

That  muchel  drink  and  labour  wolde  han 

reste; 
And  with  a  galping  mouth  hem  alle  he 

keste,  350 

And  seyde,  *  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adoun, 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominacioun ; 
Cherissheth  blood,  natures  freend,'  quod 

he. 
They  thanken  him  galpinge,  by  two,  by 

three. 
And  every  wight  gan  drawe  him  to  his 

reste,  355 


As  slepe  hem  bad;  they  toke  it  for  the 

beste. 
Hir  dremes  shul  nat  been  y-told  for  me ; 
Ful  were  hir  hedes  of  fumositee,         (350) 
That  causeth  dreem,  of  which  ther  nis  no 

charge,  359 

They  slepen  til  that  it  was  piyme  large. 
The  moste  part,  but  it  were  Canacee  ; 
She  was  tol  mesurable,  as  wommen  be. 
For  of  hir  fader  hadde  she  take  leve 
To  gon  to  reste,  sone  after  it  was  eve ; 
Hir  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be,  365 

Nor  on  the  morwe  unfeetlich  for  to  see ; 
And  slepte  hir  firste  sleep,  and  thanne 

ftwook.  (359) 

For  swich  a  joye  she  in  hir  herte  took 
Both  of  hir  queynte  ring  and  hir  mirour, 
That  twenty  tyme  she  changed  hir  colour ; 
And  in  hir  slepe,  right  for  impressioun  371 
Of  hir  mirour,  she  hadde  a  visioun. 
Wherfore,  er  that  the  sonne  gan  up  glyde. 
She  cleped  on  hir  maistresse  hir  bissrde, 
And  seyde,  that  hir  liste  for  to  ryse.      375 
Thiae  olde  wommen  that  been  gladly 

wyse. 
As  is  hir  maistresse,  answerde  hir  anoon. 
And    seyde,    'madame,  whider  wil    ye 

goon  (370) 

Thus  erly  ?  for  the  folk  ben  alle  on  reste.' 

'  I  wol,'  quod  she,  *  aiyse,  for  me  leste  380 

No  lenger  for  to  slepe,  and  walke  aboute.' 

Hir  maistresse  clepeth  wommen  a  gret 

route, 
And  up  they  rysen,  wel  a  ten  or  twelve  ; 
Up  ryseth  fresshe  Canacee  hir^elve. 
As  rody  and  bright  as  dooth  the  yonge 

Sonne,  385 

That  in  the  Bam  is  four  degrees  up-ronne ; 
Noon  hyer  was  he,  whan  she  redy  was ; 
And  forth  she  walketh  esily  a  pas,     (380) 
Arrayed  after  the  lusty  seson  sote         389 
Lightly,  for  to  pleye  and  walke  on  fote  ; 
Nat  but  with  fyve  or  six  of  hir  meynee ; 
And  in  a  trench,  forth  in  the  park,  goth 

she. 
The  vapour,  which  that  fro  the  erthe  glood. 
Made  the  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brood ; 
But  nathelees,  it  was  so  fair  a  sighte    395 
That  it  made  alle  hir  hertes  for  to  lighte. 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  morweninge, 
And  for  the  foules  that  she  herde  singe  ; 
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For  right  anon  ahe  wiste  what  they  mente 
Right  hyhir  song,  and  knewal  hir  entente. 
The  knotte,  -why  that  every  tale  ia  told, 
If  it  be  taried  til  that  Inst  be  oold 
Of  hem  that  han  it  after  herkned  yore, 
The  savour  paoseth  ever  longer  the  more, 
For  folaomnesse  of  his  prolixitee.  405 

And  by  the  same  reson  thinketh  me, 
I  sholde  to  the  knotte  oondescende, 
And  maken   of   hir  walking    sone    an 

ende.  (40u) 

Amidde  a  tree  fordrye,  as  whyt  as  chalk, 
As  Canaoee  was  pleying  in  hir  walk,    410 
Ther  sat  a  fanoon  over  hir  heed  fnl  hye. 
That  with  a  pitons  voys  so  gan  to  crye 
That  all  the  wode  resonned  of  hir  cry. 
T-beten  hath  she  hir-self  so  pitonsly     414 
With  bothe  hir  wlnges,  til  the  rede  blood 
Ban  endelong  the  tree  ther-as  she  stood. 
And  ever  in  oon  she  cryde  alwey  and 

shrighte. 
And    with    hir    beek    hiivselven  so  she 

prighte,  (410) 

That  ther  nis  tygre,   ne  noon  so  cruel 

beste, 
That  dwelleth  either  in  wode  or  in  foreste 
That  nolde  han  wept,  if  that  he  wepe 

conde,  431 

For  sorwe  of  hir,  she  shrighte  alwey  so 

loude. 
For  ther  nas  never  yet  no  man  on  lyve — 
If  that  I  conde  a  fanoon  wel  disciyve — 
That  herde  of  swich  another  of  faimesse, 
As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  gentillesse      426 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  mighte  y-rekened  be. 
A  fanoon  peregxyn  than  semed  she    {420) 
Of  fremde  land ;  and  evermore,  as  she 

stood. 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lakke  of 

blood,  4y> 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 

This  faire  kinges  doghter,  Canacee, 
That  on  hir  finger  bar  the  queynte  ring, 
Thnrgh  which  she  understood  wel  eveiy 

thing 
That  any  foul  may  in  his  ledene  seyn,  435 
And  ooude  answere  him  in  his  ledene 

ageyn. 
Hath  tmderstonde  what  this  fanoon  seyde, 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  rewthe  almost  she 

deyde.  (430) 


And  to  the  tree  she  gooih  ttd  hastily, 
And  on  this  faucon  loketh  pitonsly,     440 
And  heeld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wiste 
The  fancon  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste, 
When  that  it  swowned  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hir  she  stood 
Till  atte  laste  she  spak  in  this  manere  445 
Un-to  the  hank,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

*  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle. 
That  ye  be  in  this  ftirial  pyne  of  helle  ? ' 
Quod  Oanacee  un-to  this  hank  above.  (441) 
^  Is  this  for  sorwe  of  deeth  or  los  of  love  ? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  ben  causes  two   451 
That  causen  mooet  a  gentil  herte  wo ; 
Of  other  harm  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke. 
For  ye  your-self  upon  your-self  yow  wreke, 
Which  proveth  wel,  that  either  love  or 

drede  455 

Mot  been  encheson  of  your  cruel  dede. 
Sin  that  I  see  non  other  wight  yow  chace. 
For  love  of  god,  as  dooth  your-selven  grace. 
Or  what  may  ben  your  help ;  fo!r  west  nor 

eest  (451) 

Ne  sey  I  never  er  now  no  brid  ne  beest 
That  ferde  with  Imn-self  so  pitonsly.    461 
Ye  slee  me  with  your  sorwe,  verraily ; 
I  have  of  yaw  so  gret  compassioun. 
For  goddes  love,  com  fro  the  tree  adoun ; 
And,  as  I  am  a  kinges  doghter  trewe,  465 
If  that  I  verraily  the  cause  knewe 
Of  your  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  might, 
I  wolde  amende  it,  er  that  it  were  night. 
As  wisly  helpe  me  gret  god  of  kinde !  (461) 
And  herbes  shal  I  right  y-nowe  y-finde 
To  hele  with  your  hurtes  hastily.'  471 

Tho  shrighte  this  fancon  more  pitonsly 
Than  ever  she  dide,  and  fil  to  grounde 

anoon. 
And  lyth  aswowne,  deed,  and  lyk  a  stoon, 
Til  Canacee  hath  in  hir  lappe  hir  take  475 
Un-to  the  tyme  she  gan  of  swough  awake. 
And,  after  that  she  of  hir  swough  gan 

breyde. 
Bight  in  hir   hankes   ledene  thus   she 

seyde : —  (470) 

*  That  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte, 
Felinghis  similitude  in  peynessmerte,  480 
Is  preved  al-day,  as  men  may  it  see. 
As  wel  by  werk  as  by  auctoritee ; 
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For  gentil  herte  kythetli  gentilletse. 
I  see  wel,  that  ye  han  of  my  distresse 
Compassionn,  my  faire  Ganncee,  485 

Of  verray  wommanly  benignltee 
That  natture  in  your  principles  hath  set. 
But  for  non  hope  for  to  fbre  the  bet,  (480) 
Bnt  for  to  obeye  un-to  your  herte  free, 
And  for  to  maken  other  be  war  by  me, 
As  by  the  whelp  chasted  is  the  leoun,  491 
Bight  for  that  cause  and  that  condusioun, 
Whyl  that  I  have  a  leyserand  a  space, 
Myn  harm  I  wol  oonfessen,  er  I  pace.' 
And  ever,  whyl  that  oon  hir  sorwe  tolde, 
That  other  weep,  as  she  to  water  wolde, 
Til  that  the  &ncon  bad  hir  to  be  stille ; 
And,  with  a  ^yk,  right  thus  she  seyde  hir 

wille.  (49t>)  498 

*  Ther  I  was  bred  (alias !  that  harde 

day!) 
And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  marbul  gray 
So  tendrely,  that  nothing  eyled  me,      501 
I  niste  nat  what  was  adversltee. 
Til  I  coude  flee  fhl  hye  under  the  sky. 
Tho  dwelte  a  teroelet  me  faste  by. 
That  semed  welle  of  alle  gentillesse  ;   505 
Al  were  he  fnl  of  treson  and  fklsnesse. 
It  was  so  wrapped  under  humble  chere, 
And  under  hewe  of  trouthe    in   swich 

manere,  (500) 

Under  plesance,  and  under  bisy  peyne. 
That  no  wight  coude  han  wend  he  coude 

feyne,  510 

So  depe  in  greyn  he  dyed  his  ooloures. 
Bight  as  a  serpent  hit  him  under  floures 
Til  he  may  seen  his  tyme  for  to  byte, 
Bight  so  this  god  of  love,  this  ypooryte, 
Doth  so  his  cerimonies  and  obeisannoes, 
And  kepeth  in  semblant  alle  his  obser- 
vances 516 
That  sowneth  in-to  gentillesse  of  love. 
As  in  a  toumbe  is  al  the  £ure  above,  (510) 
And  under  is  the  corps,  swich  as  ye  woot, 
Swich  was  this  ypooryte,  bothe  cold  and 

hoot,  520 

And  in  this  wyse  he  served  liis  entente. 
That  (save  the  feend)  non  wiste  what  he 

mente. 
Til  he  so  longe  had  wopen  and   com- 

pleyned, 
And  many  a  yeer  his  service  to  me  feyned, 
Til  that  myn  herte,  to  pitous  and  to  nyce. 


Al  innocent  of  his  crouned  malice,       526 
For-fered  of  his  deeth,  as  thoughte  me, 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  seuretee,         (520) 
Graunted  him  love,  on  this  condicioun, 
That  evermore  myn  honour  and  renoun 
Were  saved,  bothe  privee  and  apert ;    531 
This  is  to  seyn,  that,  after  his  desert, 
I  yaf  him  al  myn   herte   and   al   my 

thoght — 
God  woot  and  he,  that  otherwyse  noght — 
And  took  his  herte  in  chaunge  for  myn 

for  ay.  555 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  a  day, 
"  A  trew  wight  and  a  theef  thenken  nat 

oon." 
And,  whan  he  saug^h  the  thing  so  fer 

y-goon,  (530) 

That  I  had  graunted  him  fully  my  love, 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  have  seyd  above,  540 
And  yeven  him  my  trewe  herte,  as  free 
As  he  swoor  he  his  herte  yaf  to  me  ; 
Anon  this  tygre,  fnl  of  doublenesse, 
Fil  on  his  knees  with  so  devout  hum- 

blesse, 
With  so  heigh  reverence,  and,  as  by  his 

chere,  545 

So  lyk  a  gentil  lovere  of  manere. 
So  ravisshed,  as  it  semed,  for  the  joye, 
That  never  Jason,  ne  Paxys  of  Txoye,  (540) 
•Tason  ?  certes,  ne  non  other  man, 
Sin  Lameth  was,  that  alderfirst  bigan  550 
To  loven  two,  as  writen  folk  bifom, 
Ke  never,  sin  the  firste  man  was  bom, 
Ke  coude  man,  by  twenty  thousand  part, 
Countrefete  the  sophimes  of  his  art ; 
Ne  were  wortliy  unbokele  his  galoche,  555 
Ther  doublenesse  or  feyning  sholde  ap- 

proche, 
Ke  so  coude  thanke  a  wight  as  he  did  me ! 
His  manor  was  an  heven  for  to  see     (550) 
Til  any  womman,  were   she    never   so 

wys; 
Sopeynted  he  and  kembde  at  point-devys 
As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  contenannce.  561 
And  I  so  lovede  him  for  his  obeisaunce. 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  demed  in  his  herte, 
That,  if  so  were  that    any  thing   him 

smerte, 
Al  were  it  never  so  lyte,  and  I  it  wiste,  565 
Me  thoughte,  I  felte  deeth  myn  herte 

twiste. 
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And  shortly,  so  ferforth  this  thing  is 
went,  (559) 

That  my  wil  was  his  willes  instrument ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  my  wil  obeyed  his  wil 
In  alle  thing,  as  fer  as  reson  fil,  570 

Keping  the  boondes  of  my  worship  ever. 
Ne  never  hadde  I  thing  so  leef,  ne  lever, 
As  him,  god  woot !  ne  never  shal  na-mo. 
This  lasteth  lenger  than  a  yeer  or  two, 
That  I  supposed  of  him  noght  but  good. 
But  fynally,  thus  atte  laste  it  stood,     576 
That  fortune  wolde  that  he  moste  twinne 
Out  of  that  place  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  questioun ; 
I  can  nat  make  of  it  discripcioun ;       580 
For  o  thing  dar  I  tellen  boldely,         (573) 
I  knowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth  ther-by ; 
Swich  harm  I  felte  for  he  ne  mighte 

bileve. 
So  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  his  leve, 
So  sorwefully  eek,  that  I  wende  verraily 
That  he  had  felt  as  muche  harm  as  I,  586 
Whan  that  I  herde  him  speke,  and  saugh 

his  hewe.  (579) 

But  nathelees,  I  thoughte  he  was  so  trewe, 
And  eek  that  he  repaire  sholde  ageyn 
With-inne  a  litel  whyle,  sooth  to  seyn ;  590 
And  reson  wolde  eek  that  he  most«  go 
For  his  honour,  as  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
That  I  made  vertu  of  necessitee, 
And  took  it  wel,  sin  that  it  moste  be. 
As  I  best  mighte,  I  hidde  fro  him  my 

sorwe,  595 

And  took  him  by  the  hond,  seint  John  to 

borwe. 
And  seyde  him  thus  :  "  lo,  I  am  youres  al ; 
Beth  swioh  as  I  to  yow  have  been,  and 

shaL"  (590) 

What  he  answerde,  it  nedeth  noght  re- 

herce, 
Who  can  sey  bet  than  he,  who  can  do 

werse?  600 

Whan  he  hath  al  wel  8e3rd,  thanne  hath 

he  doon. 
"Therfor  bihoveth  him  a  ful  long  spoon 
That  shal  ete  with  a  feend,"  thus  herde 

I  seye. 
So  atte  laste  he  moste  forth  his  weye. 
And  forth  he  fleeth,  til  he  cam  ther  him 

leste.  605 

Whan  it  cam  him  to  purpos  for  to  reste, 


I  trowe  he  hadde  thilke  text  in  minde. 
That  "  alle  thing,  repeiring  to  his  kinde, 
Oladeth  him-self ";  thus  sejm  men,  as  I 
gesse ;  (601) 

Men  loven  of  propre  kinde  newfiEtngel- 


nesse. 


610 


As  briddes  doon  that  men  in  cages  fede. 
For  though  thou  night  and  day  take  of 

hemhede. 
And  strawe  hir  cage  faire  uid  sofbe  as 

silk, 
And  yeve  hem  sngre,  hony,  breed  and 

milk, 
Yet  right  anon,  as  that  his  dore  is  uppe, 
He  with  his  feet  wol  spume  adoun  his 


cuppe, 


616 


And  to  the  wode  he  wol  and  wormes  ete ; 
So  newefangel  been  they  of  hir  mete,  (610) 
And  loven  noveliyes  of  propre  kinde ; 
No  gentillesse  of  blood   [ne]  may  hem 

binde.  620 

So  ferde  this  teroelet,  aUas  the  day ! 
Though  he  were  gentil  bom,  and  fresh 

and  gay. 
And  goodly  for  to  seen,  and  humble  and 

free. 
He  saugh  up-on  a  tyme  a  kyte  flee, 
And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kyte  so,      635 
That  al  his  love  is  dene  fro  me  ago, 
And  hath  his  trouthe  falsed  in  this  wyse ; 
Thus  hath  the  kyte  my  love  in  hir  ser- 

vyse,  (620) 

And  I  am  lorn  with-outen  remedye  ! ' 
And  with  that  word  this  fauoon  gan  to 

crye,  630 

And  swowned  efb  in  Canace^s  barme. 
Greet  was  the  sorwe,  for  the  haukes 

harme. 
That  CancMiee  and  alle  hir  wommen  made ; 
They  niste  how  they  mighte  the  faucon 

glade.  63+ 

But  Canacee  hom  bereth  hir  in  hir  lappe. 
And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappe, 
Ther  as  she  with  hir  beek  had  hurt  hir- 

selve.  (629) 

Now  can  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out  of  the  grounde,  and   make  salves 

newe 
Of  herbes  precious,  and  fyne  of  hewe,  640 
To  helen  with  this  hauk ;  fro  day  to  night 
She  dootb  hir  bisinesse  and  al  hir  might. 
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And  by  hir  iMddeB  heed  she  made  a  mewe, 

And  covered  it  -with  velnfittes  blewe, 

In  signe  of  troathe  that  is  in  woxnmen 

sene.  645 

And  al  with-onte,  the  mewe  is  peynted 

grene, 
In  which  wore  peynted  alle  thise  false 

fonles,  (639) 

As  beth  thise  tidifs,  tercelets,  and  onles. 
Bight  for  despyt  were  peynted  hem  bi^yde, 
And  pyes,  on  hem  for  to  crye  and  chyde. 
Thtts  lete  I  Ganaoee  hir  hank  keping ; 
I  wol  narmore  as  now  speke  of  hir  ring, 
Til  it  oome  eft  to  porpos  for  to  seyn 
How  that  this  fattcon  gat  hir  love  Sigeyn. 
Bepentant,  as  the  storie  telleth  ns,       655 
By  mediacionn  of  Cambcdns, 
The  kinges  sone,  of  whiche  I  yow  tolde. 
Bn1>  hennes-forth  I  wol  my  proces  holde 
To  9peke  of  aventnres  and  of  batailles, 
That  never  yet  was  herd  so  grete  mer- 

vailles.  (652)  660 

First  wol  I  telle  yow  of  Cambinskan, 
That  in  his  tyme  many  a  citee  wan ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarsyf, 
How  that  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wyf, 
For  whom  fed  ofte  in  greet  peril  he  was, 
Ne  hadde  he  ben  holp^n  by  the  stede  of 

bras;  666 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo, 
That  fanght  in  listes  with  the  bretheren 

two  (660) 

For  Canacee,  erthat  he  mighte  hir  winne. 
And  ther  I  lefte  I  wol  agejm  biginne.  670 

Explicit  secunda  pars. 

Indpit  pars  tercla. 
Appollo  whirleth  up  his  char  so  hye, 

[T.om. 
Til  that  the  god   Ifercnriiis   hous   the 
slye—  [T.  ow. 

{UnfinUhed.) 

Here  folwen  the  wordes  of  the  Frankelin 
to  the  Sqtder,  and  the  wordes  of  the 
Host  to  the  Frankelin. 

*In  feith,  Sqnier,  thon  hast    thee  wel 
y-qnit, 


And  gentilly  I  preise  wel  thy  wit,' 

Quod  the  Frankeleyn,  *  considering  thy 

3^uthe,  675 

So  feelingly  thou  spekest^   sir,  I  allow 

the! 
As  to  my  doom,  there  is  non  that  is 

here 
Of  eloquence  that  shal  be  thy  pere, 
If  that  thou  live;  god  yeve  thee  good 

chaunce,  679 

And  in  vertu  sende  thee  oontinuannce ! 
For  of  thy  speohe  I  have  greet  deyntee. 
.1  have  a  sone,  and,  by  the  Trinitee,     (10) 
I  hadde  lever  than  twenty  pound  worth 

lond, 
Though  it  right  now  were  fiQlen  in  myn 

hond, 
He  were  a  man  of  swich  disorecioun    685 
As  that  ye  been  !  fy  on  possessioun 
But-if  a  man  be  vertuous  with-«L 
I  have  my  sone  snibbed,  and  yet  shal, 
For  he  to  vertu  listeth  nat  entende ; 
But  for  to  pleye  at  dees,  and  to  despende, 
And  lese  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  usage.  691 
And  he  hath  lever  talken  with  a  i>age(^ 
Than  to  comune  with  any  gentU  wight 
Ther  he  mighte  leme  gentillesae  aright.' 
'Straw  for  your  gentillesse,'  quod  our 

host;  695 

*  What,  frankeleyn  ?  pardeei,  sir,  wel  thou 

wost 
That  eohe  of  yow  mot  teUen  atte  leste 
A  tale  or  two,  or  broken  his  biheste.' 
'That   knowe    I  wel,    sir,*  quod   the 

frankeleyn ; 
'  I  prey  yow,  haveth  me  nat  in  desdeyn 
Though  to  this  man  I  speke  a  word  or 

two.*  701 

'  Telle  on  thy  tale  with-outen  wordes 

mo.'  (30) 

*  Gladly,  sir  host,*  quod  he,  '  I  wol  obeye 
Un-to   your   wil;    now    herkneth  what 

Iseye. 
I  wol  yow  nat  oontrarien  in  no  wyse    705 
As  for  as  that  my  wittes  wol  sufiyse ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  it  may  plesen  yow, 
Than  woot  I  wel  that  it  is  good  y-now.' 
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THE    FRANKLIN'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Frankeleyns  Ta]e. 


Thus  olde  gentil  Britons  in  hir  dajres 
Of  diverse  aventnres  maden  layee,        710 
Rymeyed  in  hir  firste  Briton  tonge ; 
Which  layes  with  hir  instnunents  they 

Bonge,  (40) 

Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesaonce ; 
And  00x1  of  hem  have  I  in  remembrannce, 
Which  I  shal  seyn  with  good  wil  as  I 

can,  715 

But,  sires,  by-canse  I  am  a  borel  man, 
At  my  biginning  first  I  yow  biseche 
Have  me  ezonsed  of  my  mde  speche ; 


I  lemed  never  rethoryk  certeyn ; 

Thing  that  I  speke,  it  moot  be  bare  and 

pleyn.  720 

I  sleep  nexer  on  the  monnt  of  Pemaso, 
Ne  lemed  llarcns  Tallins  Oithero.       (50) 
Colours  ne   knowe  I   none,  with-onten 

drede, 
Bat  swiohe  colours  as  growen  in  the  mede, 
Or  elles  swiche  as  men  dye  or  peynte.  735 
Colours  of  rethoryk  ben  me  to  qnejrnte ; 
My  spirit  feleth  noght  of  swich  matere. 
But  if  yow  list,  my  tale  shul  ye  here. 


THE    FRANKELEYNS    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


Iv  Armorik,  that  called  is  Britayne, 
Ther  was  a  knight  that  loved  and  dide 

his  payne  730 

To  serve  a  lady  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
And  many  a  labour,  many  a  greet  empryse 
He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were 

wonne. 
For  she  was  oon,  the  faireste  under  sonne, 
And  eek  therto  come  of  so  heigh  kinrede, 
That  wel  unnethes  dorste  this  knight,  for 

drede,  736 

Telle    hir   his  wo,  his  peyne,  and    his 

distresse. 
But  atte  laste,  she,  for  his  worthinesse,  (10) 
And  namely  for  his  meke  obeysaunoe, 
Hath  swich  a  pitee  caught  of  his  pen- 
unce,  740 


That  prively  she  ftl  of  his  accord 

To  take  him  for  hir  housbonde  and  hir 

lord, 
Of  swich  lordshipe  as  men  han  over  hir 

wyves; 
And  for  to  lede  the  more  in  blisse  hir 

lyves,  744 

Of  his  free  wil  he  swoor  hir  as  a  knight, 
That  never    in  al  his    lyf  he,   day  ne 

night, 
Ne  sholde  up-on  him«take  no  maistxye 
Agayn  hir  wil,  ne  kythe  hir  jalousye,  (ao) 
But  hir  obeye,  and  folwe  hir  wil  in  al 
As  any  lovere  to  his  lady  shal ;  750 

Save  that  the  name  of  soveraynetee. 
That  wolde  he  have  for  shame  of  his 

degrea 
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She  thanked  him,  and  Deith  ftil  greet 

hnmblesse 
She  seyde,  *  sire,  sith  of  your  gentillesse 
Te  profre  me  to  have  so  large  a  reyne,  755 
Ke  wolde  never  god  bitwixe  as  tweyne., 
As  in  my  gilt,  were  onther  werre  or  stryf. 
Sir,  I  wol  be  your  hxunble  trewe  wyf^  (30) 
Have  heer  my  tronthe,  til  that  myn  herte 

breste.* 
Thus  been  they  bothe  in  qtdete  and  in 

reste.  760 

For  o  thing,  sires,  sanfly  dar  I  seye. 
That  frendes  everich  other  moot  obeye, 
If  they  wol  longe  holden  companye. 
Love  wol  nat  ben  constreyned  by  mais- 

trye; 
Whan  maistrie  comth,  the  god  of  love 

anon  765 

Beteth  hise  winges,  and  farewell  he  is 

gon! 
Love  is  a  thing  as  any  spirit  free ; 
Wommen  of  kinde  desiren  libertee,     (40) 
And  nat  to  ben  constrejmed  as  a  thral ; 
And  so  don  men,  if  I  soth  seyen  shal.  770 
Loke  who  that  is  most  padent  in  love, 
He  is  at  his  avantage  al  above. 
Pacience  is  an  heigh  vertn  certeyn ; 
For  it  venqmsseth,  as  thise  clerkes  seyn, 
Thinges  that  rigour  sholde  never  attejme. 
For  eveiy  word  men  may  nat  chyde  or 

pleyne.  776 

Lemeth  to  soffire,  or  elles,  so  moot  I  goon, 
Te  shul  it  lexne,  wher-so  ye  wole  or  noon. 
For  in  this  world,  certein,  ther  no  wight 

i«,  (5O 

That  he  ne  dooth  or  seith  som-tyme  amis. 
Lre,  siknesse,  or  oonsteUacioon,  781 

Wyn,  wo,  or  channginge  of  complexioan 
Caoseth  fill  ofte  to  doon  amis  or  speken. 
On  eveiy  wrong  a  man  may  nat  be  wreken ; 
After  the  tyme,  moste  be  temperannce  785 
To  every  wight  that  can  on  govemannoe. 
And   therfore   hath   this   wyse  worthy 

knight, 
To  live  in  ese,  sofficance  hir  bihight,    (60) 
And  she  to  him  tfol  wisly  gan  to  swere 
That  never  sholde  ther  be  def^nte  in  here. 
Heer  may  men  seen  an  humble  wys 

accord;  791 

Thus  hath  she  take  hir  servant  and  hir 

lord, 


Servant  in  love,  and  lord  in  manage ; 
Than   was   he   bothe    in   lordship   and 

servage; 
Servage?  nay,  but  in  lordshipe  above,  795 
Sith  he  hath  bothe  his  lady  and  his  love ; 
His  lady,  certes,  and  his  W3^  also, 
The  which  that  lawe  of  love  acordeth  to. 
And  whan  he  was  in  this  prosperitee,  (71) 
Hoom  with   his  wyf  he   gooth   to   his 

oontree,  800 

Nat  fer  fro  Penmark,  ther  his  dwelling 

was, 
Wher-as  he  liveth  in  blisse  and  in  solas. 

Who  ooude  telle,  but  he  had  wedded  be, 
The  joye,  the  ese,  and  the  prosperitee 
That  is  bitwise  an  housbonde  and  his  -wyff 
A  yeer  and  more  lasted  this  blisful  lyf,8o6 
Til  that  the  knight  of  which  I  speke  of 

thus, 
Thatpf  Kayrrud  was  doped  Arveragns,  (So) 
Shoop  him  to  goon,  and  dweUe  a  yeer  or 

tweyne 
In  Engelond,  that  doped  was  eek  Britejme, 
To  soke  in  armes  worship  and  honour ;  81 1 
For  al  his  lust  he  sette  in  swich  labour ; 
And  dwelled  ther  two  yeer,  the  book  sdth 

thus. 
Now  wol  I  stinte  of  this  Arveragns, 
And  speken  I  wole  of  Dorigene  his  W3rf,8i5 
That  loveth  hir  housbonde  as  hir  hertes 

lyf. 
For  his  absence  wepeth  she  and  syketh, 
As  doon  thise  noble  wyves  whan  hem 

lyketh.  (90) 

She  moometh,  waketh,  wayleth,  fasteth, 

pleyneth ;  819 

Desyr  of  his  presence  hir  so  distreyneth, 
That  al  this  wyde  world  she  sette  at  noght. 
Hir  frendes,  whiche  that  knewe  hir  hevy 

thoght, 
Conforten  hir  in  al  that  ever  they  may ; 
They  prechen  hir,  they  telle  hir  night 

and  day, 
That  causdees  she  deeth  hir-self,  alias  1 825 
And  every  confort  possible  in  this  cas 
They  doon  to  hir  with  al  hir  bisineflse, 
Al  for  to  make  hir  leve  hir  hevinesse.  (100) 

By  proces,  as  ye  knowen  everichoon, 
Men  may  so  longe  graven  in  a  stoon,   830 
Til  som  figure  ther-inne  emprented  be. 
So  longe  han  they  conforted  hir,  til  she 
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Beceyyed  hath,  by  hope  and  by  resonn, 
Th'emprenting  of  hir  oonsolacioun,      834 
Thurgh  which  hir  grete  sorwe  gan  aswage ; 
She  may  nat  alwey  duren  in  swich  rage. 

And  eek  ArveraguB,  in  al  this  care, 

Hath  sent  hir  lettres  hoom  of  his  welfare, 

And  that  he  wol  come  hastily  agayn ;  ( 1 1 1) 

Or  elles  hadde  this  sorwe  hir  herte  slayn. 

Hir  freendes  sawe  hir  sorwe  gan  to 

slake,  841 

And  preyede  hir  on  knees,  for  goddes 

sake, 
To  come  and  romen  hir  in  oompanye, 
Awey  to  dryve  hir  derke  fanta^e. 
And  finally,  she  grannted  that  reqneste ; 
For  wel  she  sangh  that  it  was  for  the 

beste.  (118)  846 

Now  stood  hir  castel  faste  by  the  see, 
And  often  with  hir  freendes  walketh  she 
Hir  to  disporte  np-on  the  bank  an  heigh, 
Wher-as  she  many  a  ship  and  barge  seigh 
Seilinge  hir  ooors,  wher-as  hem  liste  go ; 
But  than  was  that  a  parcel  of  hir  wo. 
For  to  hir-self  ftd  ofte  '  alias ! '  seith  she, 
*  Is  ther  no  ship,  of  so  manye  as  I  see, 
Wol  bringen  hom  my  lord  ?   than  were 

myn  herte  855 

Al  warisshed  of  his  bittre  peynes  smerte.' 

Another  tyme  ther  wolde  she  sitte  and 

thinke, 
And  caste  hir  eyen  doimward  fro  the 

brinke.  (130) 

Bat  whan  she  sangh  the  grisly  rokkes 

blake, 
For  verray  fere  so  wolde  hir  herte  quake. 
That  on  hir  feet  she  mighte  hir  noght 

sustene.  861 

Than  wolde  she  sitte  adoun  upon  the 

grene, 
And  pitously  in-to  the  see  biholde, 
And  seyn  right  thus,  with  sorwefHil  oykes 

colde : 
^Eterne  god,  that  thurgh  thy  purvey- 

aunce  865 

Ledest  the  world  by  certein  govemaunce, 
In  ydel,  as  men  seyn,  ye  no-thing  make ; 
But,  lord,  thise    grisly  feendly   rokkes 

blake,  (140) 

That  semen  rather  a  foul  confasioun 
Of  werk  than  any  fair  creacioun  870 

Of  swioh  a  parflt  wys  god  and  a  stable, 


Why  han  ye  wroght  this  werk  unreson- 

able? 
For  by  this  werk,  south,  north,  ne  west, 

neeest, 
Ther  nis  y-fostred  man,  ne  brid,  ne  beest ; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  but  anoyeth. 
See    ye    nat,    lord,    how   mankinde   it 

destroyeth  ?  876 

An  hundred  thousand  bodies  of  mankinde 
Han  rokkes  slayn,  al  be  they  nat  in  minde, 
Which  mankinde  is  so  fair  part  of  thy 

werk  (151) 

That  thou  it  madest  lyk  to  thyn  owene 

merk.  880 

Than  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet  chiertee 
Toward  mankinde ;   but  how  than  may 

it  be 
That  ye  swiohe  menes  make  it  to  de- 

stn^en, 
Whiche  menes   do   no  good,  but    ever 

anoyen? 
I  woot  wel  clerkes  wol   seyn,  as  hem 

leste,  885 

By  arguments,  that  al  is  for  the  beste, 
Though  I  ne  can  the  causes  nat  y-knowe. 
But  thilke  god,  that  made  wind  to  blowe, 
As  kepe  my  lord !  this  my  conclusioun ; 
To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputisoun.    (162)  890 
But  wolde  god  that  alle  thise  rokkes  blake 
Were  sonken  in-to  helle  for  his  sake ! 
Thise  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  the  fere.' 
Thus  wolde  she  seyn,  with  many  a  pitous 

tere. 
Hir  freendes  sawe  that  it  was  no  disport 
To  romen  by  the  see,  but  disconfort ;    896 
And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  somwher  eUes. 
They  leden  hir  by  riveres  and  by  welles. 
And  eek  in  othere  places  delitables ;  (171) 
They  dauncen,  and  they  pleyen  at  ches 

and  tables.  900 

So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morwe-tyde, 
Un-to  a  gardin  that  was  ther  bisyde. 
In  which  that  they  had  maad  hir  ordin- 

aunce 
Of  vitaiUe  and  of  other  purvejraunce, 
They  goon  and  pleye  hem  al  the  longe 

day.  905 

And  this  was  on  the  sizte  morwe  of  l£ay. 
Which  May  had  pesmted  with  his  softe 

shoures 
This  gardin  ftd  of  leves  and  of  floures ;  (180) 
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And  craft  of  xnaxmos  hand  so  cnrioosly 
Arrayed  hadde  this  gardin,  trewely,    910 
That  never  was  ther  gardin  of  swich  prys^ 
Bat-if  it  were  the  verray  paradys. 
Th'  odonr  of  flonres  uid  the  fresshe  sighte 
Wolde  han  maad  any  herte  for  to  lighte 
That  ever  was  bom,  bnt-if  to  gret  sik- 

nesse,  915 

Or  to  gret  sorwe  helde  it  in  distresse ; 
So  fill  it  was  of  beautee  with  plesannoe. 
At-aiter  diner  gonne  th^  to  dannoe,  (iqo) 
And  singe  also,  save  Dorigen  allone, 
Which  made  alwey  hir  oompleint  and  hir 

mone ;  920 

For  she  ne  sangh  him  on  the  dannce  go, 
That  was  hir  honsbonde  and  hir  love  aJso. 
But  nathelees  she  moste  a  tyme  abyde, 
And  with  good  hope  lete  hir  sorwe  slyde. 
Up-on  this  daunoe,  amonges  othere  men, 
Dannced  a  sqnyer  biforen  Dorigen,      926 
That  fressher  was  and  jolyer  of  array. 
As  to  my  doom,  than  ia  the  monthe  of 

May.  (300) 

He  singeth,  dannoeth,  passinge  any  man 
That  is,  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
Ther-with  he  was,  if  men  sholde  him 

disciyve,  931 

Oon  of  the  beste  fistringe  man  on-lyve  ; 
Yong,  strong,  right  vertuons,  and  riche 

and  wys, 
And  wel  biloved,  and  holden  in  gret  prys. 
And  shortly,  if  the  sothe  I  tellen  shal,  935 
Unwiting  of  this  Dorigen  at  al, 
This  lusty  sqnyer,  servant  to  Venus, 
Which  that  y-«leped  was  Anrelius,     (210) 
Had  loved  hir  best  of  any  creature 
Two  yeer  and  more,  as  was  his  aventore. 
But  never  dorste  he  teUe  hir  his  gre- 

vannoe ;  941 

With-onten  coppe  he  drank  al  his  pen- 

aunce. 
He  was  despeyred,  no-thing  dorste  he  seye, 
Save  in  his  songes  somwhat  wolde  he  wreye 
His  wo,  as  in  a  genenJ  compleyning ;  945 
He  seyde  he  lovede,  and  was  biloved  no- 
thing, (a  18) 
Of  swich  matere  made  he  manye  layes, 
Songes,  oompleintes,  roundels,  virelayes, 
How  that  he  dorste  nat  his  sorwe  telle. 
But  limguissheth,  as  a  ftirie  dooth  in  helle ; 
And  dye  he  moste,  he  seyde,  as  dide  Ekko 


For  Karcisus,  that  dorste  nat  telle  hir  wo. 
In  other  mimere  than  ye  here  me  seye, 
Ne  d<»8te  he  nat  to  hir  hio  wo  biwreye ; 
Save    that,    paraventure,    som-tyme   at 

dannces,  955 

Ther  yonge  folk  kepen  hir  observaunces, 
It  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hir  &oe 
In  swich  awyse,  as  man  that  asketh  grace ; 
But  no-thing  wiste  she  of  his  entente.  (231) 
Nathelees,  it  happed,  er  they  thennes 

wente,  960 

By-cause  that  he  was  hir  neighebonr, 
And  was  a  tobh  of  worship  and  honour, 
And  hadde  y-knowen  him  of  tyme  yore, 
They  iille  in  speche  ;  and  forth  more  and 

more 
Un-to  his  purpos  drough  Aurelius,        965 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  he  seyde 

thus: 
'  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  by  god  that  this 

world  made, 
So  that  I  wiste  it  mighte   your  herte 

glade,  (240) 

I  wolde,  that  day  that  your  Arveragns 
Wente  over  the  see,  that  I,  Aurelius,  970 
Had  went  ther  never  I  sholde  have  come 

agayn; 
For  wel  I  woot  my  service  is  in  vayn. 
My  guerdon  is  but  bresting  of  myn  herte ; 
Madame,  reweth  upon  my  peynes  smerte ; 
For  with  a  word  ye  may  me  ^een  or  save, 
Heer  at  your  feet  god  wolde  that  I  were 

grave !  976 

I  ne  have  as  now  no  leyser   more  to 

seye; 
Have  mercy,  swete,  or  ye  wol  do  me  deye ! ' 
She  gan  to  loke  up-on  Aurelius :     (251) 
'  Is  this  your  wil,'  quod  she,  *  and  sey  ye 

thus?  980 

Never  erst,'  quod  she,  *ne  wiste  I  what 

ye  mente. 
But  now,  Aurelie,  I  knowe  your  entente, 
By  thUke  god  that  yaf  me  soule  and  lyf , 
Ne  shal  I  never  been  untrewe  wyf       984 
In  word  ne  werk,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit : 
I  wol  ben  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit ; 
Tak  this  for  fynal  answer  as  of  me.' 
But  after  that  in  pley  thus  seyde  she :  (260) 
'Aurelie,'  quod  she,   *by  heighe  god 

above,  989 

Tet  wolde  I  graunte  yow  tobeen  your  love, 
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Sin  I  yow  see  so  pitonsly  oomplayne ; 
Loke  what  day  that,  endelong  Britayne, 
Yeremoeve  alle  the  rokkes,  stoon  by  stoon^ 
That  they  ne  lette  ship  ne  boot  to  goon — 
I  seye,  whan  ye  han  maad  the  ooost  so 

dene  995 

Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nis  no  stoon  y-sene, 
Than  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man  ; 
Have  heer  my  txouthe  in  al  that  ever  I 

can.'  (270) 

*  Is  ther  non  other  grace  in  yow  ?  *  quod  he. 

*  No,  by  that  lord,'  qnod  she,  *that  maked 

me !  1000 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bityde. 
Lat  swiche  f oli^  oat  of  yt>nr  herte  slyde. 
What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  han  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  mannes  wyf, 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  him 

lyketh?*  iop5 

Aorelitts  fid  ofte  sore  ^yketh ; 
Wo  was  Anrelie,  whan  that  he  tiiis  horde, 
And  with  a  sorwefol  herte  he  thns  an- 

swerde :  (280) 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  this  were  an  in- 
possible  !  1009 
Than  moot  I  dye  of  sodein  deth  horrible.' 
And  with  that  word  he  tamed  him  anoon. 
Tho  come  hir  othere  f^reendes  many  oon. 
And  in  the  aleyes  romeden  np  and  doon, 
And  no-thing  wiste  of  this  condosioon, 
Bat  sodeinly  bigonne  revel  newe  X015 
Til  that  the  brighte  sonne  loste  his  hewe ; 
For  th*orisonte  hath  reft  the  sonne  his 

light ;  (289) 

This  is  as  mache  to  seye  as  it  was  night. 
And  hoom  they  goon  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Save  only  wrecche  Aorelias,  alias !  loao 
He  to  his  hoosis  goon  with  sorwefVil  herte ; 
He  seeth  he  may  nat  fro  his  deeth  asterte. 
Him  semed  that  he  felte  his  herte  oolde ; 
Up  to  the  hevene  his  handes  he  gan  holde, 
And  on  his  knowes  bare  hesettehim  doon, 
And  in  his  raving  seyde  his  orisoon.  1036 
For  verray  wo  oat  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
He  niste  what  he  spak,  bat  thos  he  seyde ; 
With  pitoos  herte  his  pleynt  hath  he 

bigonne  (301) 

Un-to   the  goddes,  and  first  on-to  the 

Sonne :  1030 

He  seyde,  '  Appollo,  god  and  govemoor 
Of  every  plaonte,  herbe,  tree  and  floor. 


That  yevest,  lUfter  thy  deolinacioan, 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesoon, 
As  thyn  herberwe  chaongeth  lowe  or  hye, 
Lord  Phebos,  cast  thy  meroiable  yd    X036 
On  wreoohe  Anrelie,  which  that  am  bat 

lorn.  (309) 

Ix>,  lord !  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y*flwom 
With-onte  gilt,  bat  thy  benignitee      1039 
Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  som  pitee ! 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  ^ebos,  if  yow  lest, 
Ye  may  me  helpen,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Now  vonoheth  saaf  that  I  may  yow  devyse 
How  that  I  may  been  holpe  and  in  what 

wyse.  1044 

Yoar  blisfVil  saster,  Lacina  the  shene, 
That  of  theseeisohief  goddesseandqaene, 
Though  Neptanos  have  deitee  in  the  see, 
Yet  emperesse  aboven  him  is  she  :      (320) 
Ye  knowen  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir 

desyr  1049 

Is  to  be  qaiked  and  lightned  of  yoor  fyr. 
For  which  she  folweth  yow  fol  bisily. 
Bight  so  the  see  desyreth  natarelly 
To  folwen  hir,  as  she  that  is  goddesse 
Bothe  in  the  see  and  riveres  more  and 

lesse. 
Wherfore,  lord  Phebas,   this  is  my  re- 

qaeste —  1055 

Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  breste— 
That  now,  next  at  this  opposicioan,    (329) 
Which  in  the  eigne  shal  be  of  the  Leoan, 
As  preyeth  hir  so  greet  a  flood  to  bringe, 
That  fyve  fadme  at  the  leeste  it  overspringe 
The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armorik  Briteyne ; 
And  lat  this  flood  endore  yeres  tweyne ; 
Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  seye : 
**Holdeth  yoor  heste,  the  rokkes  been 

aweye."  1064 

Lord  Phebas,  dooth  this  miracle  for  me ; 
Preye  hir  she  go  no  faster  coars  than  ye ; 
I  seye,  preyeth  your  saster  that  she  go 
No  faster  coura  than  ye  thise  yeres  two. 
Than  shal  she  been  evene  atte  falle  alway. 
And  spring-flood  laste  bothe  night  and 

day.  (34a)  1070 

And,  bat  she  voache^aaf  in  swiche  manere 
To  graante  me  my  sovereyn  lady  dere, 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  evezy  rok  adoan 
In-to  hir  owene  derke  regioan 
Under  the  groand,  ther  Plato  dwelleth 

inne,  1075 
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Or  never-mo  Bhal  I  my  lady  winne. 
Thy  temple  in  Delpbos  wol  I  barefoot  seke ; 
Lord  Phebns,  see  the  teres  on  my  cheke, 
And  of  my  peyne  have  som  compassioun.' 
And  with  that  word  in  swowne  he  fil 

adonn,  (352)  1080 

And  longe  tyme  he  lay  forth  in  a  trannce. 

His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his 

penannce, 
Up  canghte  him  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

him  broght. 
Bispeyred  in  this  torment  and  this  thoght 
Lete  I  this  wofol  creature  lye ;  1085 

Chese  he,  for  me,  whether  he  wol  live  or 

dye. 
Anreragns,  with  hele  and  greet  honour, 
As  he  that  was  of  chivalrye  the  flour,  (360) 
Is  comen  hoom,  and  othere  worthy  men. 
O  blisfol  artow  now,  thou  Dorigen,      1090 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  thyne 

armes. 
The  fresshe  knight,  the  worthy  man  of 

armes, 
That  loveth  thee,  as  his  owene  hertes  lyf. 
No*thing  list  him  to  been  imaginatyf 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whyl  he  was 

onte,  1095 

To  hire  of  love ;  he  hadde  of  it  no  doate. 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swich  matere, 
Bat  daunoeth,  jnsteth,  maketh  hir  good 

chere ;  (370) 

And  thns  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle, 
And  of  the  syke  Anrelins  wol  I  telle,  ixoo 

In  langour  and  in  torment  furions 
Two  yeer  and  more  lay  wreoche  Anrelins, 
Er  any  foot  he  mighte  on  erthe  gfoon ; 
Ne  oonfort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  noon, 
Saveof  his  brother,  which  thatwasaderk ; 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk. 
For  to  non  other  creature  oerteyn       1x07 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn. 
Under  his  brest  he  bar  it  more  secree  (381) 
Than  ever  dide  Pamphilus  for  Galathee. 
His  brest  was  hool,  with-oute  for  to  sene, 
But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  wel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  sursanure 
In  surgerye  is  perilous  the  cure, 
But  men  mighte  touche  the  arwe,  or  come 

therby.  11 15 

His  brother  weep  and  wayled  prively, 


Til  atte  laste  him  fil  in  remembraunoe, 
That  whyl  he  was  at  Orliens  in  Fraunce, 
As  yonge  olerkee,  that  been  likerous  (391) 
To  reden  artes  that  been  curious,        1  lao 
Seken  in  every  halke  and  every  heme 
Particuler  sciences  for  to  leme. 
He  him  remembred  that,  upon  a  day, 
At  Orliens  in  studie  a  book  he  say 
Of  magik  natnrel,  which  his  felawe,  11 25 
That  was  that  tyme  a  bachelor  of  lawe, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  leme  another  craft, 
Had  prively  upon  his  desk  y-laft ;      (400) 
Which  book  spaJk  muchel  of  the  opera- 

ciouns, 
Tonchinge  the  eighte  and  twenly  man- 

siouns  1 130 

That  longen  to  the  mone,  and  swich  folye, 
As  in  our  dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye ; 
For  holy  chirches  feith  in  our  bileve 
Ne  suffreth  noon  illusion  us  to  greve. 
And  whan  this  book  was  in  his  remem- 
braunoe, 1x35 
Anon  for  joye  his  herte  gan  to  daunoe, 
And  to  him-self  he  seyde  prively : 
'  My  brother  shal  be  warisshed  hastily ; 
For  I  am  siker  that  ther  be  sciences,  (4x1) 
By  whiche  men  make  diverse  apparenoes 
Swiche  as  thise  subtile  tregetoures  pl^ye. 
For  ofbe  at  festes  have  I  wel  herd  seye, 
That  tregetours,  with-inne  an  halle  lurge, 
Have  maad  come  in  a  water  and  a  barge, 
And  in  the  halle  rowen  up  and  doun.  x  145 
Somtyme  hath  semed  come  a  grim  leoun ; 
And  somtyme  floures  springe  as  in  a  mode ; 
Somtyme  a  vyne,  and  g^pes  whyte  and 

rede ;  (4J0) 

Somtyme  a  castel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon ; 
And  whan  hem  lyked,  voyded  it  anoon. 
Thus  semed  it  to  every  mannes  sighte. 
Now  than  conclude  I  thus,  that  if  I 

mighte  1x53 

At  Orliens  som  old  felawe  y-finde. 
That  hadde  this  mones  mansions  in  minde, 
Or  other  magik  naturel  above,  1155 

He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  han  his 

love. 
For  with    an    apparence   a  clerk  may 

make 
To  mannes  sighte,  that  alle  the  rokkes 

blake  (430) 

Of  Britaigne  weren  y-voyded  eveiichon, 
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And  shippes  by  the  brinke  comen  and 


gon, 


1160 


And  in  swich  forme  endure  a  day  or  two ; 
Than  were  my  brother  warisshed  of  his 

wo. 
Than  moste  she  nedes  holden  hir  biheste. 
Or  elles  he  shal  shame  hir  atte  leste.' 
What  sholde  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of 

this?  1165 

Un->to  his  brotheres  bed  he  comen  is, 
And  swich  confort  he  yaf  him  for  to  gon 
To  Orliens,  that  he  np  stirte  anon,    (440) 
And  on  his  wey  forthward  thanne  is  he 

fare, 
In  hope  for  to  ben  lissed  of  his  care.  1170 
Whan  they  were  come  aknost  to  that 

citee, 
fint-if  it  were  a  two  furlonfj^  or  three, 
A  yong  clerk  rominge  by  him-self  they 

mette. 
Which  that  in  Latin  thrifbily  hem  grette, 
And  after  that  he  seyde  a  wonder  thing : 
'I  knowe,*  qnod  he,  *the  cause 'of  yonr 

coming';  11 76 

And  er  they  ferther  any  fote  wente,  (449) 

He  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  entente. 

This  Briton  clerk  him  asked  of  felawes 

The  whiche  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes;  1x80 

And  he  answerde  him  thatthey  dede  were, 
]6V>r  which  he  weep  fhl  ofte  many  a  tere. 
Donn  of  his  hors  Anrelios  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicien  is  he  gon 
Hoom  to  his  hoas,  and  made  hem  wel  at 

eee.  i 185 

Htan  lakked  no  vitaille  that  mighte  hem 

plese; 
So  wel  arrayed  hons  as  ther  was  oon 
AnreUns  in  his  l3rf  saagh  never  noon.  (460) 
He  shewed  him,  er  he  wente  to  sopeer, 
Forestes,  parkes  fol  of  wilde  deer ;      1 190 
Ther  sangh  he  hertes  with  hir  homes 

hye, 
The  gretteete  that  ever  were  seyn  with  y6. 
He  sangh  of  hem  an  hondred  slayn  with 

honndes. 
And  Bonmie  with  arwes  blede  of  bittre 

wonndes. 
He  sangh,  whan  voided  were  thise  wilde 

deer,  1195 

Thise  fbnconers  upon  a  fair  river. 


That  with  hir  hankes  han    the  heron 

slayn. 
Tho  sangh  he  knightes  justing  in  a  playn ; 
And  after  this,  he  dide  him  swich  pie- 

sannce,  (471) 

That  he  him  shewed  his  lady  on  a  daunoe 
On  which  him-self  he  daunced,  us  him 

though  te.  1 20 1 

And  whan  this  maister,  that  this  mogik 

wroughte, 
Sangh  it  was  tyme,  he  clapte  his  handcs 

two. 
And  farewel !  al  our  revel  was  ago. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  out  of  tho 

hous,  1205 

Whyl  they  saugh  al  thissighte  merveillous, 
But  in  his  stadie,  ther-as  his  bookes  be, 
They  seten  stiUe,  and  no  wight  but  they 

three.  (480) 

To  him  this  maister  called  his  squyer, 
And  seyde  him  thus :  *  is  redy  our  soper  ? 
Almost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,     1211 
Sith  I  yow  bad  our  soper  for  to  m^e, 
Whan  that  thise  worthy  men  wenten 

with  me 
In-to  my  studie,  ther-as  my  bookes  be.' 
*  Sire, '  quod  this  squyer,  *  whan  it  lyketh 

yow,  121$ 

It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  right  now.' 
*  Go  we  than  soupe,*  quod  ho,  *  as  for  the 

beete; 
This  amorous  folk  som-tyme  mote  han 

reste.'  (490J 

At-after  soper  fille  they  in  tretee, 
What  sonmie  sholde  this  maistres  guer- 
don be,  1220 
To  remoeven  aUe  the  rokkes  of  Britayne, 
And  eek  from  Gerounde  to  the  month  of 

Sayne. 
He  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so  god 

him  save, 
Lasse  than  a  thousand  pound  he  woldo 

nat  have, 
Ne  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon.  1225 

Aurellus,  with  blisftil  herte  anoon, 
Answerde  thus,  *  fy  on  a  thousand  pound ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  seye  is 

round,  (500) 

I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  of  it.     1229 
This  bazgayn  is  fal  drive,  for  we  ben  knit. 
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Ye  Bhal  be  payed  trewely,  by  my  tronthe ! 
Bat  loketh  now,  for    no  necligence  or 

slonthe, 
Ye  tarie  ns  heer  no  lenger  than  to-morwe.* 
'  Nay,'  quod  thia  clerk,  '  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwe.' 
To  bedde  is  goon  Anrelins  whan  him 

leste,  1235 

And  wel  ny  al  that  night  he  hadde  his 

re«te ;  (508) 

Wliat  for  his  labour  and  his  hope  of  blisse, 
His  woftil  herte  of  penannce  hadde  alisse. 
Upon  the  morwe,  whan  that  it  was  day, 
To  Britaigne  toke  they  the  righte  way,  1240 
Anrelins,  and  this  magicien  bisyde, 
And  been  descended    ther    they  wolde 

abyde ; 
And  this  was,  as  the  bokes  me  remembre, 
The  oolde  frosty  seson  of  Decembre. 

Phebns  wex  old,  and  hewed  lyk  latonn, 
That  in  his  hote  declinaoioun  1246 

Sboon  as  the  burned  gold  with  stremes 

brighte ;  (519) 

Bat  now  in  Capricorn  adoon  he  lighte, 
Wlier-as  he  shoon  tai  pale,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  bittre  frostes,  with  the  sleet  and  reyn. 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  in  every  yerd. 
Janos  sit  by  the  fyr,  with  doable  herd. 
And  drinketh  of  his  bngle-hom  the  wyn. 
Bifom  him  stant  braan  of  the  tasked 

swjm,  1254 

And  *■  Nowel '  cryeth  every  lusty  man. 

Aurelios,  in  al  that  ever  he  can, 
Doth  to  his  maister  chere  and  reverence, 
And  preyeth  him  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  ont  of  his  peynes  smerte, 
Or  with  a  swerd  that  he  wolde  slitte  his 

herte.  (532)  1260 

This  sabtil  clerk  swioh  ronthe  had  of 

this  man, 
That  night  and  day  he  spedde  him  that 

he  can. 
To  wayte  a  tyme  of  his  oondusioan ; 
This  is  to  seye,  to  make  illosioan, 
By  swich  an  apparence  or  jogelrye,     1265 
I  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologye, 
That  she  and  every  wight  sholde  wene 

and  seye,  (539) 

That  of  Britaigne  the  rokkes  were  aweye, 
Or  elles  they  were  sonken  under  grounde. 
So  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tyme  y-founde 


To  maken  his  japes  and  his  wrecched- 

nesse  1271 

Of  swich  a  supersticioos  ouiaednesse. 
His  tables  Toletanes  forth  he  broght, 
Fnl  wel  corrected,  ne  ther  lakked  noght, 
Keither  his  collect  ne  his  expans  yeres, 
Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  othere  geres,  1276 

As  been  his  centres  and  his  arguments, 
And  his  proporcionels  oonvenients     (550) 
For  his  equacions  in  every  thing. 
And,  by  his  eighte  spere  in  his  wirkin^. 
He  knew  ful  wel  how  fer  Alnatii  was 

shove  X281 

Fro  the  heed  of  thilke  iixe  Aries  above 
That  in  the  ninthe  speere  considered  is ; 
Ful  subtilly  he  oalculed  al  this. 
Whan  he  had  founde  his  firste  man- 

sioun,  1285 

He  knew  the  remenant  by  proporcioun ; 
And   knew  the    arysing    of  his    mono 

weel, 
And  in  whos  face,  and  terme,  and  eveiy- 

deel;  (560) 

And  knew  ftil  weel  the  mones  mansioon 
Acordaunt  to  his  operacioun,  1290 

And  knew  also  his  othere  observannces 
For  swiche  illusiouns  and  swiohe  mes- 

chaunces 
As  hethen  folk  used  in  thilke  dayes ; 
For  which  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes, 
But  thurgh  his  magik,  for  a  wyke  or 

tw^e,  1295 

It  semed  that  alle  the  xokkes  were  aweye, 

Aurelius,  which  that  yet  despeired  is 
Wher  he  shal  han  his  love  or  fare  amis, 
Awaiteth  night  and  day  on  this  miracle ; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  (572)  xjco 

That  voided  were  thise  rokkes  everichon, 
Doun  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon. 
And  seyde,  ^  I  woful  wreoche,  Aurelius, 
Thanke  yow,  lord,  and  lady  myn  Venus, 
That  me  han  holpen  fro  my  cares  colde  :* 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  he 

holde,  1306 

Wher-as  he  knew  he  sholde  his  lady  see. 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  anon-right 

he,  (580) 

With  dredful  herte  and  with  Ail  humble 

chere, 
Salewed  hath  his  sovereyn  lady  dere :  13 10 
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*  liy  righte  lady,'  qnod  this  -wofol  man, 
'  Whom  I  most  drede  and  love  as  I  hest 

can, 
And  lothest  wore  of  al  this  world  displese, 
Nere  it  that  I  for  yow  have  swich  disese, 
That  I  moste  dyen  heer  at   yonr  foot 

anon,  13 15 

Noght  wolde  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  bigon ; 
Bnt  oertes  onther  moste  I  dye  or  pl^yne ; 
Ye  slee  me  giltelees  for  verray  pejme.  (590) 
But  of  my  deeth,  thogh  that  ye  have  no 

ronthe, 
Avyseth    yow,  er    that    ye    breke   yonr 

tronthe.  1320 

Bepenteth  yow,  for  thilke  god  above, 
Er  ye  me  sleen  by-canse  that  I  yow  love. 
For,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  han 

hight; 
Nat  that  I  chalange  any  thing  of  right 
Of  yow  my  sovereyn  lady,  bat  yonr  grace ; 
Bnt  in  a  gardin  yond,  at  swich  a  place, 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten  me ; 
And  in  mjoi  hand  yonr  tronthe  plighten 

ye  (600) 

To  love  me  best,  god  woot,  ye  seyde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  nnwortliy  be  therto.        1330 
liadame,  I  speke  it  for  the  honour  of  yow, 
More  than  to  save  myn  hertes  lyf  right 

now; 
I  have  do  so  as  ye  oomanded  me ; 
And  if  ye  vonche-sanf,  ye  may  go  see. 
Doth  as  yow  list,  have  yonr  biheste  in 

minde,  1335 

For  qnik  or  deed,  right  ther  ye  shnl  me 

finde; 
In  yow  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye ; — 
Bat  wel  I  woot  the  rokkes  been  aweye !  * 
He  taketh  his  leve,  and  she  astonied 

stood,  (611) 

In  al  hir  face  nas  a  drope  of  blood ;     1340 
She  wende  never  han  oome  in  swich  a 

trappe: 
*  Alias ! '  qnod  she,  *  that  ever  this  sholde 

happe! 
For  wende  I  never,  by  poesibilitee, 
That  swich  a  monstre  or  merveille  mighte 

be! 
It  is  agayns  the  proces  of  nature : '      1345 
And  hoom  she  gooth  a  sorwefol  creature. 
For  verray  feie  nnnethe  may  she  go, 
She  wepeth,  wallleth,  al  a  day  or  two,  {6ao) 


And  swowneth,  that  it  ronthe  was  to  see ; 
Bnt  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  she ;  1350 
For  out  of  tonne  was  goon  Arveragas. 
But  to  hir-self  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus, 
With  fgyce  pale  and  with  ful  sorweful 

chere, 
In  hir  oompleynt,  as  ye  shul  after  here  : 
*  Alias,'  qnod  she,  'on  thee,  Fortune, 

I  pleyne,  1355 

That  nnwar  wrapped  hast   me    in  thy 

cheyne; 
For  which,  t'escape,  woot  I  no  soooor 
Save  only  deeth  or  elles  dishonour ;    (630) 
Oon  of  thise  two  bihoveth  me  to  chese. 
But  nathelees,  yet  have  I  lever  lese    1360 
Ky  lyf  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame. 
Or  knowe  my-selven  fals,  or  lese  my  name, 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quit,  y-wis. 
Hath  ther  nat  many  a  noble  W3^,  er 

this,  1364 

And  many  a  masrde  y-slayn  hir-self,  alias ! 

Bather  than  with  hir  body  doon  trespas  ? 

Yis,  certes,  lo,  thise  stories  beren  wit- 


Whan  thretty  tyrannts,  ful  of  cursed- 

nesse,  (640) 

Had  Aayn  Phidoun  in  Athenes,  atte  feste, 
They  oomanded  his  d(^htres  for  t'areste, 
And  bringtn  hem  bifom  hem  in  desp^^t 
Al  naked,  to  fulfille  hir  foul  delyt,       1372 
And  in  hir  fadres  blood  they  made  hem 

daunce 
Upon  the  pavement,  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce ! 
For  which  thise  woftil  maydens,  fUL  of 

drede,  •  1375 

Bather  than  they  wolde  lese  hir  mayden- 

hede. 
They  prively  ben  stirt  in-to  a  weUe, 
And  dreynte  hem-selven,  as  the  bokes 

telle.  (650} 

They  of  Ifessene  lete  enqnere  and  soke 
Of  Lacedomie  fifty  maydens  eke,         1380 
On  whiche  they  wolden  doon  hir  lecherye ; 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  companye 
That  she  nas  slayn,  and  with  a  good 

entente 
Chees  rather  for  to  dye  than  assente 
To  been  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede.  1385 
Why  sholde  I  thanne  to  dye  been  in 

dredo? 
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liO,  eek,  the  tiraunt  Ariaioolides     (659) 
That  loved  a  maydexi,  heet  Stimphalides, 
Whan  that  hir  fader  slayn  was  on  a  night, 
Un-to  Dianes  temple  goth  she  right,  1390 
And  hente  the  image  in  hir  handes  two, 
Fro  which  image  wolde  she  never  ga 
No  wight  ne  mighte  hir  handes  of  it  arace, 
Til  she  was  slayn  right  in  the  selve  place. 
Now  sith  that  maydens  hadden  swich 

despyt  1395 

To  been  defonled  with  mannes  fool  delyt, 
Wei  oghte  a  wjrf  rather  hir^ielven  slee 
Than  be  defonled,  as  it  thinketh  me.  (670) 

What  shal  I  seyn  of  Hasdmbales  wyf, 
That  at  Cartage  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf  ? 
For  whan  she  saugh  that  Bomajns  wan 

the  tonn,  1401 

She  took  hir  children  alle,  and  skipte 

adonn 
In-to  the  fyr,  and  chees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Homayn  dide  hir  vilelnye. 
Hath    nat    Lnoresse    y-sli^yn    hixvself, 

alias !  1405 

At  Rome,  whanne  she  oppressed  was 
Of   Tarquin,    for   hir   thooghte    it  was 

a  shame 
To  liven  whan  she  hadde  lost  hir  name? 
Tlie  sevene  maydens  of  Milesie  aJso  (681) 
Han  slajm  hem-self,  for  verray  drede  and 

wo,  1410 

Bather  than  folk  of  Ganle  hem  sholde 

oppresse. 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Coade    I. now    telle    as    toachinge    this 

matere. 
Whan  Habradate  was  slajoi,  his  W3^  so 

dere 
Hirselven  slow,   and  leet  hir    blood  to 

glyde  141S 

In  Habradates  wonndes  depe  and  wyde. 
And  seydo,  "  my  body,  at  the  leeste  way. 
Titer  shal  no  wight  defonlen,  if  I  may.** 
What  sholde  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 

sayn,  (691)  1419 

Sith  that  so  manye  han  hem-sclven  slayn 
Wei  rather  than  they  wolde  defonled  be  ? 
I  wol  conclude,  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  my-self,  than  been  defonled  thus. 
I  wol  be  trewe  un-to  Arveragus, 
Or  rather  sleen  my-self  in  som  manere. 
As  dido  Democioncs  doghter  dere,       1426 


By-canse  that  she  wolde  nat  defonled  be. 

O  Cedasns !  it  is  Ail  greet  pitee,       (700) 
To  reden  how  thy  doghtren  dejrde,  alias ! 
That  slowe  hem-selven  for  swich  maner 
cas.  1430 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more, 
The  Theban  mayden,  that  for  Niohanore 
Hir-selven  slow,  right  for  swich  maner 
wo. 

Another  Theban  mayden  dide  right  so ; 
For  oon  of  Macedoine  hadde  hir  oppressed, 
She  with  hir  deeth  hir  maydenhede  re- 
dressed. 1436 

VHiat  shal  I  seye  of  Nicerates  W3rf, 
That  for  swich  cas  birafte  hir«elf  hir  lyf? 

How  trewe  eek  was  to  Alcebiades    (71 1) 
His  love,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  chees  1440 
Than  for  to  suffre  his  body  nnburied  be ! 
Lo  which  a  wyf  was  Alcestd,'  quod  she. 

'  What  selth  Omer  of  gode  Penalopee  ? 
Al  Greoe  knoweth  of  hir  chastitee. 

Pardee,  of  Laodomya  is  writen  thus,  1445 
That  whan  at  Troye  was  slayn  Prothe- 

selans, 
Xo  lenger  wolde  she  live  after  his  day. 

The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  may ; 
With-oute  Brutus  coude  she  nat  live,  (721) 
To  whom  she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herte 
yive.  i45\> 

The  parfit  wyfhod  of  Arthemesye 
Honoured  is  thurgh  al  the  Barbarye. 

O  Teuta,  queen !  tliy  wyfly  chastitee 
To  alle  wyves  may  a  mirour  be.  1454 

The  same  thing  I  seye  of  Bilia,       [T.  0111. 
Of  Bodogone,  and  eek  Valeria.'       [T.  om. 

Thus  plejmed  Dorigene  a  day  or  tweye, 
Purposinge  ever  that  she  wolde  deye.  (730) 

But  nathelees,  upon  the  thridde  night, 

Hom  cam  Arveragus,  this  worthy  knight, 

And  asked  hir,  why  that  she  weep  so 

sore?  1461 

And  she  gan  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more. 

*  Alias !  *    quod   she,    *  that    ever    was 
I  born! 
Thus  have  I  seyd,'  quod  she,  *  thus  have 

I  sworn ' — 
And  told  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ;  1 465 
It  nedeth  nat  reherco  it  yow  narmore. 

This    housbond   with    glad    chere,   in 
freendly  wyse, 
Answerde  and  seyde  as  I  shal  yow  devyse : 
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'Is  ther  ogbt  eUes,  Dorigen,  bat  this  ?'  (741 ) 

*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  she,  '  god  help  me  so, 

as  wis;  147^ 

This  is  to  muche,  and  it  were  goddes  wille.* 

*  Ye,  wyf,'  qnod  he,  '  lat  slepen  that  is 

stille ; 
It  may  be  wel,  paraventure,  yet  to-day. 
Ye  shnl  your  troathe  holden,  by  my  fay ! 
For  god  so  wisly  have  meroy  on  me,    1475 
I  hadde  wel  lever  y-stiked  for  to  be. 
For  verray  love  which  that  I  to  yow  have, 
Bat-if  ye  sholde  your  tronthe  kepe  and 

save.  (750) 

Tronthe  is  the  hyeste  thing  that  man 

may  kepe  : ' — 
Bnt  with  that  word  he  brast  anon  to 

wepe,  1480 

And  seyde,  '  I  yow  forbede,  up  peyne  of 

deeth, 
That  never,  whyl  thee  last«th    lyf   ne 

breeth, 
To  no  wight  tel  thon  of  this  aventnre. 
As  I  may  best,  I  wol  my  wo  endore, 
Ne  make  no  contenance  of  hevinesse,  1485 
That  folk  of  yow  may  demen  harm  or 


And   forth    he    cleped  a  sqnyer    and 

amayde: 

*Goth    forth    anon    with    Dorigen,'    he 

sayde,  (760) 

'And   bringeth    hir    to    swich   a  place 

anon.' 
They  take  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  -wey  they 
gon ;  1490 

Bat  they  ne  wiste  why  she  thider  wente. 
He  nolde  no  wight  tellen  his  entente.  (764) 
Faraventore  an  heep  of  yow,  y-wis, 

[T.  om. 
Wol  holden  him  a  lowed  man  in  this, 

[T.  om. 
That  he  wol  patt«  his  wyf  in  japartye ; 

[T.  om. 
Herkneth  the  tale,  er  ye  ap-on  hir  orye. 

fT.  om. 

She  may  have  bettre  fortune  than  yow 

semeth;  [T.  om. 

And  whan  that  ye  ban  herd  the  tale, 

demeth.  [T.  om. 

This  squyer,  which  that  highte  Aurelins, 

On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous,  (772)  1500 

Of  aventure  happed  hir  to  mete 


Amidde  the  toon,  right  in  the  qoikkest 

strete, 
As  she  was  boon  to  goon  the  wey  forth- 
right 
Toward  the  gardin  ther-as  she  had  hiirht. 
And  he  was  to  the  gardin  ward  also ;   1505 
For  wel  he  spyed,  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hous  to  any  maner  place. 
But    thus   they  mette,  of  aventure  or 
grace ;  (780) 

And  he  saleweth  hir  with  glad  entente. 
And  asked  of  hir  whiderward  she  wente? 
And  she  answerde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 
*  Un-to  the  gardin,  as  myn  housbond  bad, 
My  trouthe  for  to  holde,  alias !  alias ! ' 

Aurelins  gan  wondren  on  this  cas, 
And  in  his  herte  had  greet  oompassioun 
Of  hir  and  of  hir  lamentaoionn,  1516 

And  of  Arveragus,  the  worthy  knight, 
That  bad  hir  holden   al  that  she  had 
bight,  (790) 

So  looth  him  was  his  wyf  sholde  breke 

hir  trouthe ; 
And  in  his  herte  he  caughte  of  this  greet 
ronthe,  1520 

Consideringe  the  beste  on  eveiy  syde. 
That  fro  his  lust  yet  were  him  lever  abyde 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherlish  wreoched- 

neese 
Agayns  iVanohyse  and  alle  gentillesse ; 
For  which  in  fewe  wordes  seyde  he  thus : 
*  Madame,  seyth  to  your  lord  Arvera^fus, 
That  sith  I  see  his  grete  gentillesse    (800) 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  see  wel  your  distresse, 
That  him  were  lever  ban  shame  (and  that 

were  routhe)  * 
Than  ye  to  me  sholde  breke  thus  your 
trouthe,  i5.v> 

I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  suifre  wo 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwix  yow  twa 
I  yow  relesse,  madame,  in-to  your  bond 
Quit  wery  surement  and  every  bond,  1534 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  heer^bifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  ye  were  bom. 
My  trouthe  I  plighte,  I  shal  yow  never 

repreve 
Of  no  biheste,  and  here  I  take  my  leve, 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  (81 1) 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf.      1540 
But  every  wyf  be-war  of  hir  biheste, 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  atte  leste. 
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Thus  can  a  sqnyer  doon  a  gentil  dede, 
As  well  OS  oaaa.  a  knight,  with-onten  drede.' 
She  thonketh  him  np-on  hir  knees  al 

bare,  1545 

And  hoom  tin-to  hir  housbond  is  she  fare, 
And  tolde  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd; 
And  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  weel  apayd,  (Sao) 
That  it  were  inpossible  me  to  wryte ; 
What  sholde  I  lenger  of  this  cas  endyte? 
Arveragos  and  Doii^ne  his  wyf      155 1 
In  sovereyn  blisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf. 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene ; 
He  cherisseth  hir  as  though  she  were 

a  qnene ;  1554 

And  she  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermore. 
Of  thiso  two  folk  ye  gete  of  me  na-niore. 
Anrelins,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Curseth  thet;yme  that  ever  he  was  bom ; 
'  Alias,'  qnod  he,  '  aUas !  that  I  bihighte 
Of  pured    gold    a    thousand   i>oiind   of 

wighto  (83a)  1560 

Un-to  this  philosophre !  how  shal  I  do  ? 
I  see  na-more  bat  that  I  am  fordo. 
Myn  heritage  moot  I  nodes  selle. 
And   been  a  begger;   heer  may  I  nat 

dwelle. 
And  shamen  al  my  kinrede  in  this  plaoe, 
But  I  of  him  may  goto  bettre  grace.    1566 
Bnt  nathelees,  I  wol  of  him  assaye,    (839) 
At  certeyn  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to  paye. 
And  tlumke  him  of  his  grete  ourtei^e ; 
Hy  tronthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.'  1570 
With  herte  soor  he  gooth  un-to  his  cofre, 
And  broghte  gold  un-to  this  philosophre. 
The  value  of  fy  ve  hundred  pound,  I  gesse. 
And  him  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse, 
To  graunte  him  dayes  of  the  remenaunt, 
And  seyde,   *maister,  I  dar  wel  make 

avaunt,  1576 

I  failled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yit ; 
For  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quit        (850) 
Towardes  yow,  how-ever  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare.    1580 
But  wolde  ye  vouche-sanf,  up-on  seurtee. 
Two  yeer  or  three  for  to  reBpyien  me, 
Than  were  I  wel ;  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
Hyn  heritage ;  ther  is  na^more  to  telle.' 
This  philoeophze  sobrely  answerde,  1585 


And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  thise  wordes 
herde :  (858) 

*  Have  I  nat  holden  covenant  un-to  thee?' 

*  Yes,  oertes,  wel  and  trewely,'  quod  he. 

*  Hastow  nat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  ly  keth  ? ' 
*No,  no,'  quod   he,  and   sorwefully  he 

syketh.  1590 

*  What  was  the  cause?  tel  me  if  thou  can.' 
Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan, 

And  tolde  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ; 
It  nedeth  nat  to  yow  reheroe  it  more. 

He  seide,  *  Arvenigus,  of  gentillesse,  1595 
Had  lever  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse 
Than  that  his  wyf  were  of  hir  txouthe 

fals.'  (869) 

The  sorwe  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  him  als. 
How  looth  hir  was  to  been  a  wlkked  wyf. 
And  that  she  lever  had  lost  that  day  hir 

lyf,  1600 

And  that  hir  trouthe  she  swoor.  thurgh 

innocence : 

*  She  never  erst  herde  speke  of  apparence ; 
That  made  me  han  of  hir  so  greet  pitee. 
And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hir  me. 
As  frely  sente  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.        1605 
This  al  and  som,  ther  is  na-more  to  seyn.' 

This     philosophre     answerde,     *leve 

brother, 
Everich  of  yow  dide  gentUly  til  other.  (880) 
Thou  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  a  knight ; 
But  god  forbede,  for  his  blisful  might,  1610 
But-if  a  clerk  ooude  doon  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede ! 

Sire,  I  relesse  thee  thy  thousand  pound. 
As  thou  right  now  were  oropen  out  of  the 

ground,  1614 

Xe  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen  me. 
For  sire,  I  wol  nat  take  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  craft,  ne  noght  for  my  travaille. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ;  (890) 
It  is  y-nogh,  and  farewel,  have  good  day : ' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  way.  i6ao 

Lordinges,  this  question  wolde  I  aske 

now, 
Which  was  the  moste  free,asthinketh  yow? 
Now  telleth  me,  er  that  ye  ferther  wende. 
I  can  na-more,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.  (896) 


Here  in  ended  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 
umbered  1 1929-34  in  T^whitt's  text,  art 
11.  ii93s-ia9oa,  see  pp.  551-564  5  for  IL  12903-15468,  see  pp.  49^-r5« 


\*  The  six  Ilnef,  numbered  11929-34  in  T^whitt's  text,  are  tpurious;  for  hie 
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GROUP  G. 


THE    SECONDE    NONNES    TALE 


The  Prologe  of  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 


The  ministre  and  the  norice  im-to  yyces, 
Which  that  men  depe  in  English  ydel- 

nesse, 
That  porter  of  the  gate  is  of  delyces, 
Teschue,  and  by  hir  contrarie  hir  op- 

presse, 
That  is  to  aeyn,  by  levefnl  bisinesse,         5 
Wei  oghten  we  to  doon  al  our  entente, 
Lest  that  the  feend  thargh  ydelnease  us 

hente. 

For  he,  that  with  his  thousand  cordes  slye 
Continnelly  ns  waiteth  to  bidappe, 
Whan  he  may  man  in  ydelnesse  espye,  to 
Ho  can  so  lightly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lappe. 
He  nis  nat  war  the  feend  hath  him  in 

honde ; 
Wei  onghte  as  werche,  and  ydelnes  with- 

stonde. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  dye, 
Yet  seen  men  wel  by  reson  doutelees,    16 
That  ydelnesse  is  roten  slogardye, 
Of  which    ther    never   comth    no  good 

enoreee ; 
And  Been,  that  slonthe  hir  holdeth  in 

a  lees 
Only  to  slope,  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke. 
And  to  devouren  al  that  othere  swinke.  ai 

And  for  to  putte  us  fro  swich  ydelnesse, 
That  cause  is  of  so  greet  confusionn, 
I  have  heer  doon  my  feithiVil  bisinesse, 
After  the  legende,  in  translacioun  as 

Bight  of  thy  glorious  lyf  and  passioun, 
Thou  with  thy  gerland  wroght  of  rose 

and  lilie; 
Thee  mene  I,  mayde  and  martir,  seint 

Ceoilie! 


Inuocncio  ad  Mariam. 

And  thou  that  flour  of  virgines  art  alle, 
Of  whom   that  Bernard  list  so   wel  to 

wryte,  31) 

To  thee  at  my  biginning  first  I  calle ; 
Thou  comfort    of  us  wrecches,   do   me 

endyte 
Thy  maydens  deeth,  than  wui  thurgh  hir 

meryte 
The  eternal  lyf,  and  of  the  feend  viotorie, 
As  man  miay  after  reden  in  hir  storie.    35 

Thou  mayde  and  mooder,  doghter  of  thy 

sone, 
Thou  welle  of  mercy,  sinAil  soules  cure, 
In  whom  that  god,  for  bountee,  chees  to 

wone, 
Thou   humble,    and    heigh    over   every 

creature. 
Thou  nobledest  so  ferforth  our  nature,  40 
That  no  desdeyn  the  maker  hadde  of 

kinde. 
His  sone  in  blode  and  flesh  to  clothe  and 

winde. 

Withinne  the  cloistre  blisftil  of  thy  sydes 
Took  mannes  shap  the  eternal  love  and 

pees. 
That  of  the  tryne  compos  lord  and  gyde 

Wi  45 

Whom  erthe  and  see  and  heven,  out  of 

relees, 
Ay  herion ;  and  thou,  virgin  wemmelees, 
Bar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltest  mayden 

pure, 
The  creatour  of  every  creature. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnificence         50 
With  mercy,  goodneie,  and  with  svrich 
pitee 

3 
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That  thoQ,  that  art  the  soxme  of  excel- 
lence, 
Nat  only  helpest  hem  that  preyen  thee, 
Bat  ofte  tyme,  of  thy  benignitee,  54 

Fal  frely,  er  that  men  thyn  help  bisecho, 
Thou  goost  bifom,  and  art  hir  lyves  leche. 

Now  help,  thoTi  meke  and  blisfnl  fayre 

mayde. 
Me,  flemed  wrecche,  in  this  desert  of  gaUe ; 
Think  on  the  wonunan  Cananee,  that 

sayde 
That  whelpes  eten  sonune  of  the  crommes 

alle  60 

That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  y-falle ; 
And  though  that  I,  nn worthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Be  sinflil,  yet  accepte  my  bileve. 

And,  for  that  feith  is  deed  with-outen 

werkes. 
So  for  to  werken  yif  me  wit  and  space,  6$ 
That  I  be  quit  fro  thennes  that  most  derk 

is! 
O  thou,  that  art  so  fayr  and  ftil  of  grace, 
Be  myn  advocat  in  that  heighe  place 
Ther-as  withonten  ende  is  songe  *Osanne,' 
Thou  Cristes   mooder,  doghter   dere  of 

Anne!  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  soole  in  prison  lighte. 
That  troubled  is  hy  the  oontagioun 
Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
Of  erthly  Inste  and  fals  affeooionn ; 
O  haven  of  refut,  o  salvacioon  75 

Of  hem  that  been  in  sorwe  and  in  dis- 

tresse, 
Now  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me  dresse. 

Yet  preye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  wryte, 
Foryeve  me,  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  storie  snbtilly  to  endyte ;         80 
For  both  have  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  seintes  reverence 
The  storie  wroot,  and  folwe  hir  legende. 
And  prey  yow,  that  ye  wol  my  werk 
amende. 

Interpretacio  nondnis  CecUie^  quam  ponit 
frater  lacobus  lanuensia  in  Legenda 
Aurea. 

FiKST  wolde  I  yow  the  name  of  seint 
Cecilie  '  85 

Exponne,  as  men  may  in  hir  storie  see, 


It  is  to  seye  in  English  *  hevenes  lilie,' 
For  pnre  ohastnesse  of  virginitee ; 
Or,  for  she  whytnesse  hadde  of  honestee. 
And  grene  of  conscience,  and  of  good 
fame  90 

The  sote  savour,  '  lilie '  was  hir  name. 

Or  Gecile  is  to  seye  *  the  wey  to  blinde,' 
For  she  ensample  was  by  good  techinge ; 
Or  elles  Gecile,  as  I  writen  finde, 
Is  joyned,  by  a  maner  conjoininge         95 
Of  *hevene'  and  'Lia';    and   heer,  in 

figuringe. 
The  *  heven '  is  set  for  thoght  of  hoLinesse, 
And  '  Lia '  for  hir  last.ing  bisinesse. 

Gecile  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  manere, 
*  Wanting  of  blindnesse,'  for  hir  greto 

light  100 

Of  sapience,  and  for  hir  thewes  dere : 
Or  elles,  lo !  this  maydens  name  bright 
Of  *  hevene '  and  *  leos '  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
Men  mighte  hir  wel  *  the  heven  of  peple ' 

calle,  104 

Ensample  of  gode  and  w3^Be  werkes  alle. 

For  '  leos ' '  peple '  in  English  is  to  seye. 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  hevene  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  sterres  every 

weye, 
Right  so  men  gostly,  in  this  mayden  free, 
Seyen  of  feith  the  magnanimitee,  1 10 

And  eek  the  cleemesse  hool  of  sapience, 
And  sondry  werkes,  brighte  of  exoellenoe. 

And  right  so  as  thise  philoeophres  wryte 
That  heven  is  swifb  and  round  and  eek 

brenninge, 
Bight  so  was  fayre  Gecilie  the  whyte  1 15 
Ful  swifl  and  bi^  ever  in  good  werkinge, 
And  round  and  hool  in  good  perseveringe. 
And  brenning  ever  in  charitee  ful  brighte ; 
Now  have  I  yow  declared  what  she  highte. 

ExpUeU. 

Here   biginneth    the  Seconde    Nonnes 
Tale,  of  the  lyf  of  Selnte  Gecile. 

This  mayden  bright  Gecilie,  as  hir  lyf 
seith,  120 

Was  comen  of  Bomi^yns,  and  of  noble 
kinde, 
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And  from  hir  ciadel  up  foetred  in  the 

feith 
Of  Crist,  and  bar  his  gospel  in  hir  minde ; 
She  never  cessedf  as  I  wtiten  finde, 
Of  hir  preyere,  and  god  to  love  and  dxede, 
Biseking  him  to  kepe  hir  maydenhede.  126 

And  when  this  mayden  sholde  nnto  a  man 
Y-wedded  be,  that  was  fhl  yong  of  age, 
Which  that  y-cleped  wa^  Valerian, 
And  day  was  comen  of  hir  manage,  130 
She,  fill  devont  and  hmnble  in  hir  corage, 
Under  hir  robe  of  gold,  that  sat  fal  fayre, 
Had  next  hir  flesh  y-dad  hir  in  an  heyre. 

And  whyl  the  oigans  maden  melodye, 
To  god  alone  in  herte  thus  sang  she ;    155 

*  O  lord,  my  soole  and  eek  my  body  gye 
Unwemmed,  lest  that  I  confounded  be :' 
And,  for  his  love  that  deyde  upon  a  tsee, 
Every  seoonde  or  thridde  day  she  faste, 
Ay  biddinge  in  hir  orisons  fnl  faste.     140 

The  night  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste  she 

gon 
With  hir  honsbonde,  as  ofbe  is  the  manere. 
And  prively  to  him  she  seyde  anon, 
'  O  swete  and  wel  biloved  spouse  dere, 
Ther  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  here, 
Which  that  right  fain  I  wolde  nnto  yow 

soye,  146 

So  that  ye  swere  ye  shnl  me  nat  biwreye.' 

Valerian  gan  faste  unto  hir  swere, 
That  for  no  oas,  ne  thing  that  mighte  be, 
He  sholde  never-mo  biwreyen  here ;     150 
And  thanne  at  erst  to  him  thus  seyde  she, 

*  I  have  an  angel  which  that  loveth  me. 
That  with  greet  love,  wher^o  I  wake  or 

slope. 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe.  154 

And  if  that  he  may  felen,  out  of  drede. 
That  ye  me  tonohe  or  love  in  vileinye. 
He  right  anon  wol  slee  yow  with  the  dede, 
And  in  your  yowthe  thus  ye  shulden  dye ; 
And  if  tiiat  ye  in  dene  love  me  gye. 
He  wol  yow  loven  as  me,  for  your  den- 
nesse,  160 

And  shewen  yow  his  joye  and  his  bright- 


Valerian,  corrected  as  god  wolde, 
Answerde  agayn,  '  if  I  shal  tmsten  thee, 
Lat  me  that  angel  see,  and  him  biholde ; 
And  if  that  it  a  verray  angel  be,  165 

Than  wol  I  doon  as  thou  hast  preyed  me ; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man,  for  sothe 
Bight  with  this  swerd  than  wol  I  slee  yow 
bothe.' 

Cecile  answerde  anon  right  in  this  wyse, 

*  If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shul  ye  see,  17^) 
So  that  ye  trowe  on  Crist  and  yow  bap- 

tyse. 
Gkyth  forth  to  Via  Apia,'  quod  she, 

*  That  fro  this  tonn  ne  stant  but  myles 

three, 
And,  to  the  povre  folkes  that  ther  dwelle, 
Sey  hem  right  thus,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

telle.  175 

Telle  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem  sente, 

To  shewen  yow  the  gode  Urbui  the  olde, 

for  secree  nedes  and  for  good  entente. 

And  whan  that  ye  seint  Urbui  han  bi- 
holde, 

Telle  him  the  wordes  whiche  I  to  yow 
tolde;  i8u 

And  whan  that  he  hath  purged  yow  fnj 
sinne, 

Thanne  shul  ye  see  that  angel,  er  ye 
twinne.' 

Valerian  is  to  the  place  y-gon, 

And  right  as  him  was   taught  by  his 

leminge. 
He  fond  this  holy  olde  Urban  anon       185 
Among  the  seintes  buriels  lotinge. 
And  he  anon,  with-outen  tarsringe, 
Dide  his  message ;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde, 
Urbui  for  joye  his  hondes  gan  up  holde. 

The  teres  from  his  yto  leet  he  falle —  19U 

*  Almighty  lord,  O  Jesu  Crist,'  quod  he, 

*  Sower  of  chast  conseil,  herde  of  us  alle, 
The  fruit  of  thilke  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thou  hast  sows  in  Cecile,  tak  to  thee ! 
Lo,  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  with-outen  gyle,       195 
Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thial  Cecile ! 

For  thilke  spouse,  that  she  took  bat  now 
Ful  lyk  a  flers  leonn,  she  sendeth  here, 
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As  meke  aa  ever  was  any  lamb,  to  yow  ! ' 
And   with  that   worde,   anon   ther  gan 

appere  aoo 

An  old  man,  clad  in  whyte  clothes  clere, 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  golde  in 

honde, 
And  gan  biforn  Valerian  to  stonde. 

Valerian  ag  deed  fll  doun  for  drede 
Whan  he  him  saugh,  and  he  up  hente 

him  tho,  205 

And  on  his  book  right  thus  he  gan  to 

rede — 
'  Oo  liord,  00  feith,  00  god  with-outen  mo, 
Oo  Cristendom,  and  fader  of  alle  also, 
Aboven  alle  and  over  al  everywhere* — 
Thise  wordes  nl  with  gold  y-writen  were. 

Whan  this  was  rad,  than  seyde  this  olde 


man, 


311 


'Ijevostow  this  thing  or  no?   sey  ye  or 

nay.' 
'  I  leve  al  this  thing,*  quod  Valerian, 

•  For  sother  thing  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say, 
Under  the  hevene  no  wight  thinke  may.' 
Tho  vanisshed    th'olde    man,    he    niste 

where,  216 

And  pop©   Urban    him  cristened    right 
there. 

Valerian  goth  hoom,  and  iint  Gecilie 
With-inne  his  chambre  with  an  angel 

stonde ; 
Tliis  angel  hadde  of  roses  and  of  lilie    320 
Corones  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde ; 
And  first  to  Ceoile,  as  I  understonde. 
He  yaf  that  oon,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

'  With  body  dene  and  with  unwemmed 
thoght  235 

Kepeth  ay  wel  thise  corones,'  quod  he ; 

*  Fro  PJEu-adys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght, 
Ne  never-mo  ne  shal  they  roten  J»e, 

No  lose  her  sote  savour,  tmsteth  me ; 
Ne  never  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  his  ye. 
But  he  be  chaast  and  hate  vileinyS.       331 

And  thou,  Valerian,  for  thou  so  sone 
Assentedest  to  good  conseil  also, 
Sey  what  thee  list,  and  thou  shalt  han 
thy  bone.' 


'  I  have  a  brother,'  quod  Valerian  tho,  255 
*  That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  so. 
I  pray  yow  that  my  brother  may  han 

grace 
To  knowe  the  tronthe,  as  I  do  in  this 

place.' 

The  angel  seyde, '  god  lyketh  thy  requeste. 
And  bothe,  with  the  palm  of  martirdom, 
Te  shullen  come  unto  his  blisfiil  feste.' 
And  with  that  word  Tiburce  his  brother 

com. 
And  whan  that  he  the  savour  undemom 
Which  that  the  roses  and  the  lilies  caste, 
With-inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wondre 

faste,  24$ 

And  soyde,  *  I  wondre,  this  tyme  of  the 

yeer, 
Whennes  that  sote  savour  oometh  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  snielle  heer. 
For  though  I  hadde  hem  in  myn  hondes 

two,  249 

The  savour  mighte  in  me  no  depper  go. 
The  sote  smel  tliat  in  myn  herte  I  finde 
Hath  chaunged  me  al  in  another  kinde.' 

Valerian  seyde,  *  two  corones  han  we, 
Snow-whyte  and  rose-reed,  that  shyneu 

clere, 
Whiche  that  th3m  y6n  lian  no  might  to 

see;  255 

And  as  thou  smellest  hem  thurgh  my 

preyere, 
So  shaltow  seen  hem,  leve  brother  dero,  - 
If  it  so  be  thou  wolt,  withouten  slouthe, 
Bileve  aright  and  knowen  verray  troutiie.* 

Tiburce  answerde,  *  seistow  this  to  me  s6o 
In  soothnease,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  this?' 
*  In  dremes,'  quod  Valerian,  *han  we  be 
Unto  this  tyme,  brother  myn,  y-wis. 
But  now  at  ent  in  trouthe  our  dwelling  is.' 
'  How  wooetow  this,'  quod  Tiburce,  *  in 
whatwyse?'  265 

Quod  Valerian,  '  that  shal  I  thee  devyse. 

The  angel  of  god  hath  me  the  trouthe 

y-taught 
Which  thou  shalt  seen,  if  that  thou  wolt 

reneye 
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The   ydoles   and    be    dene,    and    elles 
nanght.' —  a6g 

And  of  the  miracle  of  thiae  corones  tweye 
Seint  Ambrose  in  his  preface  list  to  seye  ; 
Solempnely  this  noble  doctoor  dere 
Commendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere: 

The  palm  of  martirdom  for  to  recey  ve, 
Seinte  Cecile,  falRld  of  goddee  yifte,     275 
The  world  and  eek  hir  chambre  gan  she 

weyve; 
Witnes  Tyhnrcea  and  fValerians  shrifbe, 
To  whiche    god    of   his  bonntee  wolde 

shifte 
Corones  two  of  flonres  wel  smellinge. 
And  made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

bringe :  280 

The  mi^de  hath  broght  thise  men    to 

blisse  above ; 
The  world  hath  wist  what  it  is  worth, 

certeyn, 
Devocioun  of  chastitee  to  love. — 
Tho  sliewede  him  Cecile  al  open  and  pleyn 
That  alle  ydoles  nis  bnt  a  thing  in  veyn  ; 
For  they  been  dombe,  and  therto  they 

been  deve,  386 

And  charged  him  his  ydoles  for  to  leve. 

'Who  so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beste 

he  is,' 
Qnod  tho  Tiburce,  *  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye/ 
And  she  gan  kisse  his  brest,  that  hcrde 

this,  290 

And  was  fol  glad  he  coade  tronthe  espyo. 
'  This  day  I  take  thee  for  myn  allye,' 
Seyde  this  blisfol  fayre  mayde  dere ; 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may  here : 

'  Lo,  right  so  as  the  love  of  Crist,'  qnod 

she,  3915 

'Made  mo  thy  brotheres  wyf,  right  in 

that  wjrse 
Anon  for  myn  aUyo  heer  take  I  thee. 
Sin  that  thou  wolt  thyn  ydoles  despjse. 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  bap- 

tyse. 
And  make  thee  dene ;  so  that  thoa  mowe 

biholde  300 

The  angds  face  of  which  thy  brother 

tolde.' 


Tibnrce   answerde   and  seyde,   'brother 

dere, 
First  tel  me  whider  I  shal,  and  to  what 

man?* 
'To  whom?*  qnod  he,  'com  forth  with 

right  good  chere, 
I  wol  thee  lede  unto  the  pope  Urban.'  305 
'  Til  Urban  ?  brother  myn  Valerian,' 
Qnod  tho  Tibnrce, '  woltow  me  thider  lede  ? 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 

Ne  menestow  nat  Urban,'  qnod  he  tho, 
'  That  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed,    310 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alwey  to  and  fro, 
And  dar  nat  ones  putte  forth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  him  brennen  in  a  fyr  so  ree<l 
If  he  were  fonnde,  or  that  men  mighte  him 

spye; 
And  we  also,  to  here  him  companye —  315 

And  whyl  we  seken  thilke  divinitee 
That  is  y-hid  in  hevene  prively, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  shal  we  be !' 
To  whom  Cecile  answerde  boldely,        319 
'  Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  skilfolly 
This  lyf  to  lese,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
If  this  were  livinge  only  and  non  other. 

But  ther  is  better  lyf  in  other  place. 
That  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght. 
Which  goddes  sone  us  tolde  thnxgh  his 

pace;  3*5 

That  fadres  sone  hath  alle  thinges  wroght ; 
And  al  that  wroght  is  with  a  skilftd  thoght, 
The  goost,  that  firo  the  fader  gan  precede, 
Hath  Bowled  hem,  withoaten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  miracle  goddes  sone,  330 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  declared  here 
That  ther  was  other  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.* 
To  whom  answerde  Tibnrce, '  O  snster  dere, 
Ne  seydestow  ri^t  now  in  this  manere, 
Ther  nis  bnt  o  god,  lord  in  soothtkstnesse ; 
And  now  of  three  how  mi^tow  here 

witnesse?'  33^ 

'  That  shal  I  tdle,'  quod  she,  '  er  I  go. 
Bight  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three, 
Memorie,  engyn,  and  intellect  also, 
So,  in  o  being  of  divinitee,  34c 
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Three  persones  may  ther  right  wel  be.' 
Tho  gan  she  him  ful  bisily  to  preche 
Of  Cristes  come  and  of  his  peynes  teohe, 

And  many  pointes  of  his  pasaioan  ; 
How  goddes  sone  in  this  world  was  with- 

holde,  345 

To  doon  mankinde  pleyn  remissionn, 
That  was  y-bonnde  in  sinne  and  cares 

oolde: 
Al  this  thing  she  unto  Tiburco  tolde. 
And  after  this  Tiboroef  in  good  entente, 
With  Valerian  to  pope  Urban  he  wente, 

That  thanked  god ;  and  with  ghid  herte 
and  light  351 

He  oiistned  him,  and  made  him  in  that 
place 

Parfit  in  his  leminge,  goddes  knight. 

And  afber  this  Tibnroe  gat  swioh  grace, 

That  every  day  he  sangh,  in  tyme  and 
«I>ftce,  355 

The  angel  of  god ;  and  every  maner  bone 

That  he  god  axed,  it  was  sped  ftil  sone. 

It  were  ful  hard  by  ordre  for  to  seyn 
How    many    wondres    Jesns    for    hem 

wroghte; 
Bnt  atte  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn. 
The  sergeants  of  the  toxm  of  Rome  hem 

soghte,  361 

And  hem  bifom  Almaohe    the  prefect 

broghte. 
Which  hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hir 

entente, 
And  to  the  image  of  Jupiter  hem  sente, 

And  seyde,  *  who  so  wol  nat  sacrifyse,  365 
Swap  of  his  heed,  this  is  my  sentence 

here.' 
Anon  thise  martixs  that  I  yow  devyse, 
Oon  Maximns,  that  was  an  officere 
Of  the  prefectes  and  his  oomiculere, 
Hem  hente ;   and  whan    he  forth   the 

seintes  ladde,  370 

Him-self  he  weep,  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

AVhan  Maximus  had  herd  the  seintes  lore, 
He  gat  him  of  the  tormentoures  leve, 
And  ladde  hem  to  his  hous  withoute 
more ;  374 

And  with  hir  preching,  er  that  it  were  eve, 


They  gonnen  fro  the  tormentonrs  to  reve. 
And  fro  Maxime,  and  fro  his  folk  echone 
The  false  feith,  to  trowe  in  god  allone. 

Cecilie  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  night, 
With  preestes  that  hem    cristned  alle 

y-fere ;  380 

And  afterward,   whan  day  was  woxea 

light, 
Ceoile  hem  seyde  with  a  ful  sobre  chere, 
'Now,  Cristes  owene  knightes  leve  and 

dere, 
Caste  alle  awey  ihe  werkes  of  derknesse, 
And  armeth  yow  in  armnre  of  bright- 

nesse.  385 

Ye  han  for  sotho  y-doon  a  greet  bataille, 
Your  oouxs  i»  doon,  your  feith  han  ye 

conserved, 
Qoth  to  the  corone  of  lyf  that  may  nat 

faille; 
The  rightful  juge,  which  that  ye  han 

served,  389 

Shall  yeve  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  deserved.' 
And  whan  this  thing  was  seyd  as  I  devyse, 
Men  ladde  hem  forth  to  doon  the  sacrifyse. 

But  whan  they  weren  to  the  place  broght, 
To  tellen  shortly  the  condusioun, 
They  nolde  encense  ne  sacrifice    right 
noght,  395 

But  on  hir  knees  they  setten  hem  adoun 
With  humble  herte  and  sad  devocioun. 
And  losten  bothe  hir  hedes  in  the  place. 
Hir  soules  wenten  to  the  king  of  grace. 

This  Maximus,  that    saugh  this    thing 
bityde,  400 

With  pitous  teres  tolde  it  anon-right, 
That  he  hir  soules  saugh  to  heven  glyde 
With  angels  ful  of  deemesse  and  of  light, 
And  with  his  word  converted  many  a 

wight ; 
For  which  Almachius  dide  him  so  to-bete 
With  whippe  of  leed,  til  he  his  lyf  gan 
lete.  406 

Cecile  him  took  and  buried  him  anoon 
By  Tiburoe  and  Valerian  softely, 
Withinne  hir  buiying-place,  under  the 

stoon. 
And  after  this  Almachius  hastily         4x0 
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Bod  his  minifltres  feochen  openly 
Ceoile,  so  that  she  mi^hte  in  his  presence 
Doon  sacrifyce,  and  Jnpiter  enoense. 

Bat  they,  converted  at  hir  wyse  lore, 
Wepten  fnl  sore,  and  yaven  fal  credence 
Unto  hir  word,  and  cryden  more  and 

more,  416 

'  Crist,  goddes  sone  withonten  difference, 
Is  verray  god,  this  is  al  onr  sentence. 
That  hath  so  good  a  servant  him  to  serve ; 
This  with  o  voys  we  trowen,  thogh  we 

sterve ! '  420 

Almachins,  that  herde  of  this  doinge, 
Bad  feochen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hir  see, 
And  alderflrst,  lo  !  this  was  his  axinge, 
'What manor wommanartow?'  thoqnod 
he.  434 

'  I  am  a  gentil  womman  horn,'  qnod  she. 
*■  I  axe  thee,'  qnod  he,  *  thogh  it  thee  greve, 
Of  thy  religioon  and  of  thy  bileve.' 

*  Ye  han  bigonne  your  qniestion  folily,' 
Qnod  she,  *  that  wolden  two  answeres 

conclude 
In  00  demande ;  ye  axed  lewedly.'       430 
Almache  answorde  onto  that  similitude, 
'  Of  whennes  comth  thyn  answering  so 

rude?' 

*  Of  whennes?'  quod  she,  whan  that  she 

was  freyned, 
'Of  conscience  and  of  good  feith  un- 
feyned.'  434 

Almachius  seyde,  '  ne  takestow  non  hede 
Of  my  power?'   and  she  answerde  him 

this — 
'Tour  might,*  quod  she,  'ful  litel  is  to 

drede; 
For  eveiy  mortal  mannes  power  nis 
But  lyk  a  bladdre,  ful  of  wind,  y-wis.  439 
For  with  a  nedles  poynt,  whan  it  is  blowe, 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  be  leyd  ful  lowe.' 

'  Ful  wrongfully  bigonne  thou,'  quod  he, 
'  And  yet  in  wrong  is  thy  perseveraunce ; 
Woetow  nat  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Han  thus  comanded  and  maad  ordin- 

aunce,  445 

That  every  Cristen  wight  shal  han  -pen- 

aunce 


But-if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye, 
And  gocm  al  quit,  if  he  wol  it  reneye  ?' 

'  Your  princes  erren,  as  your  nobley  dooth,' 
Qnod    tho    Cecile,    'and   with    a   wood 
sentence  450 

Ye  make  us  gilly,  and  it  is  nat  sooth  ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wel  our  innocence. 
For  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
To  Crist,  and  for  we  bere  a  Cristen  name. 
Ye  pntte  on  us  a  cryme,  and  eek  a  blame. 

But  we  that  knowen  thilke  name  so    456 
For  vertuous,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almache  answerde,  'chees  oon  of  thise 

two. 
Do  saorifyoe,  or  Cristendom  reneye, 
That  thou  mowe  now  escapen  by  that 

weye.'  460 

At  which  the  holy  blisful  fayre  mayde 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  to  the  juge  seyde, 

'  O  juge,  conftis  in  thy  njrcetee, 
Woltow  that  I  reneye  innocence,         464 
To  make  me  a  wikked  wight  ? '  quod  she ; 
'  Lo  !  he  dissimuleth  here  in  audience, 
He  stareth  and  woodeth  in  his  advertence ! ' 
To  whom  Almachius,  '  unsely  wrecche, 
Ne  wooetow  nat  how  far  my  might  may 
streoche  ? 

Han  noght  our  mighty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  470 

Ye,  bothe  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  spekestow  so  proudly  than  to  me  ?* 
'  I  speke  noght  but  stedfastly,'  quod  she, 
'  Nat  proudly,  for  I  seye,  as  for  my  syde. 
We  haten  deedly  thilke  vyoe  of  pryde. 

And  if  thou  drede  nat  a  sooth  to  here, 
Than  wol  I  shewe  al  openly,  by  right. 
That  thou  hast  maad  aftil  gret  lesing  here. 
Thoa  seyst,  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven 

might  480 

Bothe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  quiken  a 

wight; 
Thou,  that  ne  mayst  but  only  lyf  bireve, 
Thou  hast  non  other  power  ne  no  leve  ! 

But  thou  mayst  seyn,  thy  princes  han 

thee  maked  484 

Ministre  of  decth ;  for  if  thou  speke  of  mo, 
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Thou  lyest,  for  l^y  power  is  ful  naked.' 

*  Do  wey  thy  boldnes,'  eeyde  Almaohiiis 

tho, 
'  And  sacrifyce  to  onr  goddes,  er  thou  go ; 
I  recche  nat  what  wrong  that  thou  me 

profre, 
For  I  can  sofCre  it  as  a  philoeophre ;    490 

Bnt  thilke  wronges  may  I  nat  endnre 
That  thou  spekest  of  our  goddes  here,' 

quod  he. 
Cecile  answerede,  '  O  nyce  creature, 
Thoa  seydest  no  word  sin  thou  spak  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  therwith  thy  nyoetee ;  495 
And  that  thou  were,  in    every  manor 

wyse, 
A  lowed  officer  and  a  veyn  jnstyse, 

Ther  lakketh  no-thing  to  thyn  utter  ySn 
That  thou  nart  blind,  for  thing  that  we 

seen  alle  499 

That  it  is  stoon,  that  men  may  wel  espyen, 
That  ilke  stoon  a  god  thou  wolt  it  calle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  hand  upon  it  falle, 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thou  shalt  it 

finde. 
Sin  that  thou  seest  nat  with  thyn  yen 

blinde. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal  505 

So  soome  thee,  and  langhe  at  thy  folye  ; 
For  oomunly  men  woot  it  wel  overal, 
That  mighty  god  is  in  his  hevenes  hye, 
And  thise  images,  wel  thou  mayst  espye, 
To  thee  ne  to  hem-self  mowe   nought 
profyte,  510 

For  in  e£fect  they  been  nat  worth  a  myte.' 

Thise  wordes  and  swiche  othere  se3rde  she, 
And  he  weex  wroth,  and  bad  men  sholde 

hirlede 
Hom  til  hir  hous, '  and  in  hir  hons,'  quod 

he, 

*  Brenne  hir  right  in  a  bath  of  flambes 

rede.*  515 

And  as  he  bad,  right  so  was  doon  in  dede ; 
For  in  a  bath  they  gonne  hir  &ute  shetten, 
And  night  and  day  greet  fyr  they  under 

betten. 


The  longe  night  and  eek  a  day  also. 
For  al  the  fyr  and  eek  the  bathes  hete, 
She  sat  al  cold,  and  felede  no  wo,         521 
It  made  hir  nat  a  drope  for  to  swete. 
But  in  that  bath  hir  lyf  she  moste  lete ; 
For  he,  Almachius,  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hir  in  the  bath  his  sonde  sente. 

Three  strokes  in  the  nekke  he  smoot  hir 

tho,  536 

The  tormentour,  but  for  no  maner  chaunce 
He  mighte   noght  smyte  al  hir  nekke 

a-two ; 
And  for  ther  was  that  tyme  an  ordin- 

aunce. 
That  no  man  sholde  doon  man  swich 

penaunoe  530 

The  ferthe  strook  to  smyten,  sofbe  or  sore, 
Iliis  tormentour  ne  dorste  do  na-more. 

Bnt  half-<deed,  with  hir  nekke  y-oorven 

there. 
He  lefbe  hir  lye,  and  on  his  wey  is  went. 
The  Cristen  folk,  which  that  aboute  hir 

were,  $35 

With  shetes  ban  the  blood  ful  fairey-hent. 
Three  dayes  lived  she  in  this  torment. 
And  never  cessed  hem  the  feith  to  teche ; 
That  she  hadde  fostred,  hem  she  gan  to 

preche; 

And  hem  she  yaf  hir  moebles  and  hir 
thing,  540 

And  to  the  pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho, 
And  seyde,  *  I  axed  this  at  hevene  king, 
To  han  respyt  three  dayes  and  na-mo. 
To  recomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go, 
Thise  Boules,  lo!   and  that  I  mighte  do 
werohe  545 

Here  of  myn  hous  perpetuelly  a  cherche.* 

Seint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  buried  it  by  nighte 
Among  his  othere  seintes  honestly. 
Hir  hous  the  chirche    of  seint  Cecilie 
highte ;  550 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it,  as  he  wel  mighte; 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wyse, 
Men  doon  to  Crist  and  to  his  seint  servyse. 


Here  is  ended  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 
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THE  CANON^S  YEOMAN'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Chanons  TemasmeB  Tale. 


Whav  ended  was  the  lyf  of  seint  Cecyle, 
£r  we  had  riden  fullj  fyve  myle,  555 

At  Bog^ton  under  Blee  as  gan  ai»ke 
A  man,  that  olothed  was  in  clothes  blake, 
And  nndemethe  he  hadde  a  wfayt  sorplys. 
His  hakeney,  that  was  al  pomely  giys, 
So  swatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see ;  560 
It  semed  he  had  priked  myles  three. 
The  hois  eek  that  his  jroman  rood  upon 
So  swatte,  thatnnnethe  mighte  it  gon.  (10) 
Abonte  the  peytrel  stood  the  foom  fnl  hye, 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye.      565 
A  male  tweyfold  on  his  croper  lay, 
It  semed  that  he  caried  lyte  array. 
Al  light  for  somer  rood  this  worthy  man, 
And  in  myn  herte  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  understood 
How  that  his  cloke  was  sowed  to  his 

hood ;  571 

For  which,  when  I  had  longe  avysed  me, 
I  demed  him  som  chanon  for  to  be.  (20) 
His  hat  heng  at  his  bak  doun  by  a  laas. 
For  he  had  riden  more  than  trot  or  paas; 
He  had  ay  priked  lyk  as  he  were  wood. 
A  dote-leef  he  hadde  nnder  his  hood  577 
For  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  from 

hete. 
But  it  was  joye  for  to  seen  him  swete ! 
His  forheed  dropped  as  a  stiUatorie,     580 
Were  fnl  of  plantain  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come,  he  gan  to 

crye, 
*  God  save,'  quod  he,  *  this  joly  companye ! 
Faste  have  I  priked,'  quod  he,  *  for  your 

sake,  (31) 

By-cause  that  I  wolde  yow  atake,         585 
To  ryden  in  this  mery  companye.' 
His  yeman  eek  was  ful  of  onzteisjre, 
And  seyde,  '  sires,  now  in  the  morwe-tyde 
Out  of  your  hostelrye  I  saugh  you  ryde, 


And    warned    heer    my   lord    and    my 

soverajm,  590 

Which  that  to  ryden  with  yow  is  ful  fayn. 
For  his  desport ;  he  loveth  daliaunoe.' 
'  Freend,  for  thy  warning  god  yeve  thee 

good  chaunce/  (40) 

Than  seyde  our  host,  '  for  certes,  it  wolde 

seme 
Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  may  wel 

deme ;  595 

He  ia  ful  jocund  also,  dar  I  leye. 
Can  he  oght  telle  a  mery  tale  or  tweye, 
With  which  he  glade  may  this  companye  ? ' 
'  Who,  sire  ?  my  lord  ?  ye,  ye,  withouten 

lye, 
He  can  of  murthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee    600 
Nat  but  jmough ;  also  sir,  trusteth  me. 
And  ye  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily  (50) 
He  coude  werke,  and  that  in  sondry  wyse. 
He   hath   take    on  him    many  a  greet 

empryse,  605 

Which  were  Ail  hard  for  any  that  is 

here 
To  bringe  aboute,  but  they  of  him  it  lere. 
As  homely  as  he  rit  amonges  yow. 
If  ye  him  knewe,  it  wolde  be  for  your 

prow ;  drp 

Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqueyntaunce 
For  mochel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  balaunce 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  possessionn. 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discrecioun,        (6c>) 
I  wame  you  wel,  he  is  a  passing  man.' 

*  Wel,'  quod  our  host,  *  I  pray  thee,  tel 

me  than,  615 

Is  he  a  clerk,  or  noon  ?  tel  what  he  is.' 

*  Nay,  he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,' 
Seytle  this  yeman,  *  and  in  wordes  fewe, 
Host,  of  his  craft  som-what  I  wol  yow 

shewe.  619 


6n8 
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I  seye,  Toy  lord  can  swidi  snbtilitee- 


(Bat  al  Ills  craft  ye  may  nat  wite  at  me ; 
And  som-what  helpe  I  yet  to  his  working) — 
That  al  this  ground  on  which  we  been 

ryding,  (70) 

Til  that  we  come  to  CSannterbnry  tonn, 
He  conde  al  dene  tame  it  ap-Bo^oou,   6a5 
And  pave  it  al  of  silver  and  of  gold.* 

And  whan  this  yeman  hadde  thus  y-told 
Unto  OUT  host,  he  seyde,  •  ben^cUe  ! 
This  thing  is  wonder  merveilloos  to  me, 
Sin  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  prudence, 
By-oaase  of  which  men  sholde  him  rever- 
ence, 631 
That  of  his  worship  rekketh  he  so  lyte ; 
His  oversloppe  nis  nat  worth  a  myte,  (80) 
As  in  effect,  to  him,  so  mote  I  go ! 
It  is  al  bandy  and  to-tore  also.  635 
Why  is  thy  lord  so  sluttish,  I  thee  preye. 
And  is  of  power  better  cloth  to  beye. 
If  that  his  dede  accorde  with  thy  speohe? 
Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  biseohe.' 
<  Why  ? '  quod  this  yeman, '  wherto  axe 

ye  me  ?  640 

God  help  me  so,  for  he  shal  never  thee  ! 
(But  I  wol  nat  avowe  that  I  seye. 
And  therfor  kepe  it  secree,  I  yow  preye). 
He  is  to  wys,  in  feith,  as  I  bileve  ;        (91) 
That  that  is  overdoon,  it  wol  nat  preve  645 
Aright,  as  clerkes  seyn,  it  is  a  vyoe. 
Wherfor  in  that  I  holde  him  lewed  and 

nyce. 
For  whan  a  man  hath  over-greet  a  wit, 
Ful  ofb  him  happeth  to  misnsen  it ; 
So  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth 

sore.  650 

Ood  it  amende,  I  can  sey  yow  na-more.' 
'  Therof  no  fors,  good  yeman,'  quod  our 

host; 
'Sin  of  the  conning  of  thy  lord  thou 

wost,  (100) 

Tel  how  he  dooth,  I  pray  thee  hertely. 
Sin  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  sly.        655 
Wher  dwellen  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be  ? ' 

'  In  the  suburbes  of  a  toun,'  quod  he, 
'  Lurkinge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blinde, 
Wher-as  thise  robbours  and  thise  theves 

by  kinde 
Holden  hir  privee  fereful  residence,    660 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  presence  ; 
So  faren  we,  if  I  shal  seye  the  sothe.* 


'  Now,'  quod  our  host,  '  yit  lat  me  talke 
to  the;  (no) 

Why  artow  so  discoloured  of  thy  face  ? ' 

*  Peter!'  quod  he,  *god  yeve  it  harde 

grace,  66$ 

I  am  BO  used  in  the  fyr  to  blowe, 
That  it  hath  chaunged  my  colour,  I  trowe. 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  mironr  to  prye, 
But  swinke  sore  and  leme  multiplye. 
We  blondren  ever  and  pouren  in  the  fyr, 
And  for  al  that  we  fay le  of  our  desjnr,    67 1 
For  ever  we  lakken  our  condusioun. 
To  moohel  folk  we  doon  illusioun,      (120) 
And  borwe  gdd,  be  it  a  pound  or  two. 
Or  ten,  or  twelve,  or  many  sommes  mo,  675 
And  make  hem  wenen,  at  the  leeste  weye, 
That  of  a  pound  we  coude  make  tweye ! 
Tet  is  it  fals,  but  ay  we  han  good  hope 
It  for  to  doon,  and  after  it  we  grope. 
But  that  science  is  so  fer  us  bifom,      680 
We  mowen  nat,  al-though  we  hadde  it 

sworn, 
It  overtake,  it  slit  awey  so  faste ; 
It  wol  us  makon  beggers  atte  lasto.'   (130) 
Whyl  this   yeman  was   thus   in    his 

talking. 
This  chanoun  drough  him  neer,  and  herde 

al  thing  685 

Which  this  yeman  spak,  for  suspecioun 
Of  mennes  speche  ever  hadde  this  cha- 
noun. 
For  Catoun  seith,  that  he  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  al  thing  be  spoke  of  him,  y-wis. 
That  was  the  cause  he  gan  so  ny  him  drawe 
To  his  yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe.  691 
And  thus  he  seyde  un-to  his  yeman  tho, 
'  Hold  thou  thy  pees,  and  spek  no  wordes 

mo,  (140) 

For  if  thou  do,  thou  shalt  it  dere  abye ; 
Thou  sdaundrest  me  heer  in  this  com- 

panye,  695 

And  eek  discoverest  that  thou  sholdest 

hyde.* 

*  Te,*  quod  our  host,  *  telle  on,  what  so 

bityde ; 
Of  al  his  threting  rekke  nat  a  myte  ! ' 
'  In  feith,*  quod  he,  *  namore  I  do  but  lyte.* 
And  whan  this  chanon  saugh  it  wolde 
nat  be,  700 

But  his  yeman  wolde  telle  his  privetee, 
He  fledde  awey  for  verray  sorwe  and  shame. 
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*  A ! '  quod  the  yemaxif  *  hoer  shal  aryse 
game,  (150) 

Al  that  I  can  anon  now  wol  I  telle.      704 
Sin  he  ia  goon,  the  fonle  feend  him  quelle ! 
For  never  her-after  wol  I  with  him  mete 
For  peny  ne  for  pound,  I  yow  bihete ! 
He  that  me  broghte  first  unto  that  game, 
£r  that  he  dye,  sorwe  have  he  and  shame ! 
For  it  is  emest  to  me,  by  my  feith  ;      710 
That  fele  I  wel,  what  so  any  man  seith. 


And  yet,  for  al  my  smerte  and  ai  my 

grief. 
For  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  meschief, 
I  coude  never  leve  it  in  no  wjrse.        (161) 
Now  wolde  god  my  wit  mighte  sufifyse  715 
To  tellen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art ! 
But  natheles  yow  wol  I  tellen  part ; 
Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon,  I  wol  nat  spare ; 
Swioh  thing  as  that  I  knowe,  I  wol  de- 
clare.'—  719 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  ChanoimB  Yemannes  Tale. 


THE    CHANOUNS  YEMANNES    TALE. 


Here  blginneth  the  Chanouns  Yeman  his  Tale. 


[Prima  Part.] 

WiTB  this  ohanoun  I  dwelt  have  seven 
yeer,  720 

And  of  his  science  am  I  never  the  neer. 
Al  that  I  hadde,  I  have  y-lost  ther-by ; 
And  god  wot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  L  (170) 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  right  fresh  and  gay 
Of  clothing  and  of  other  good  array,  725 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  upon  myn  heed ; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  fresh  and 

reed, 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe ; 
Who-so  it  useth,  sore  shal  he  rewe. 
And  of  my  swink  yet  blered  is  myn  yS,  730 
Jjo !  which  avantage  is  to  multiply e  ! 
That  slydingsoienoe  hath  me  maad  so  bare, 
That  I  have  no  good,  wher  that  ever  I  fare ; 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by       (181) 
Of  gold  that  I  have  borwed,  trewely,    735 
That  whyl  I  live,  I  shal  it  quyte  never. 
Lat  every  man  be  war  by  me  for  ever ! 
What  maner  man  that  casteth  him  ther-to, 
If  he  continue,  I  holde  his  thrift  y-do. 
Sohelpe  me  god,  ther-by  shal  he  nat  winne. 
But  empte  his  purs,  and  make  his  wittes 
thinne.  (188)  741 

And  whan  he,  thurgh  his  madnes  and  folye, 


Hath  lost  his  owene  good  thurgh  jnpartye, 
Thanne  he  exc3rteth  other  folk  thereto. 
To  lese  hir  good  as  he  him-self  hath  do.  745 
For  unto  shrewes  joye  it  is  and  ese 
To  have  hir  felawes  in  peyne  and  disese ; 
Thus  was  I  ones  lemed  of  a  clerk. 
Of  that  no  charge,  I  wol  speke  of  our  werk. 
W)ian  we  been  ther  as  we  shul  exercj^se 
'Our  elvish  craft,  we  semen  wonder  wyse. 
Our   termes   been    so    clergial    and    so 
queynte.  (199)  752 

I  blowe  the  fyr  til  that  myn  herte  feynte. 

What  sholde  I  tellen  ech  proporcioun 
Of  thinges  whiche  that  we  werche  upon. 
As  on  fyve  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wel  be,  756 
Of  silver  or  som  other  quantitee. 
And  lusie  me  to  telle  yow  the  names 
Of  orpiment,  brent  bones,  yren  squames, 
That  into  poudre  grounden  been  ful  smal  ? 
And  in  an  erthen  potte  how  put  is  al,  761 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papeer,     (209) 
Bifom  thise  poudres  that  I  speke  of  heer, 
And  wel  y-covered  with  a  lampe  of  glas, 
And  mochel  other  thing  which  that  ther 
was?  765 

And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enluting, 
That  of  the  eyre  mighte  passe  out  no-thing  f 
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And  of  the  esy  fyr  and  smart  also. 
Which  that  was  maad,  and  of  the  care 
and  wo  769 

That  we  hadde  in  onr  matires  sablyming. 
And  in  amalgaming  and  caloening 
Of  quik-silver,  y-dept  Mercnrie  crude? 
For  alle  oar  sleightes  we  can  nat  con- 
clude. (220) 
Onr  orpiment  and  sublymed  Mercnrie, 
Onr  g^onnden  litarge  eek  on  the  porphnrie, 
Of  ech  of  thise  of  oonces  a  certeyn       776 
Nought  helpeth  us,  our  labour  is  in  yeyn. 
Ne  eck  our  spirites  ascencioun, 
Ne  our  materes  that  lyen  al  fixe  adoun, 
Mowe  in  our  werking  no-thing  us  avayle. 
For  lost  is  al  our  labour  and  travayle,     781 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  devel  wcye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  upon  it  leye.     (330) 

Ther  is  also  tvCL  many  another  thing 
That  is  unto  our  craft  apertening ;        785 
Though  I  by  ordre  hem  nat  reheroe  can, 
By- cause  that  I  am  a  lowed  man, 
Yet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to  minde, 
Though  I  ne  can  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kindo ; 
As  bole  armoniak,  verdegrees,  boras,    790 
And  Bondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas. 
Our  urinales  and  our  descensories, 
Violes,  croslets,  and  sublymatories,    (340) 
Cuourbites,  and  alembykes  eek. 
And  othere  swiche,  dere  y-nough  a  leek.  * 
Nat  nedeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle,    796 
Watres  rubifying  and  boles  galle, 
Arsenik,  sal  armoniak,  and  brimstoon ; 
And  herbes  coude  I  telle  eek  many  oon, 
As  egremoine,  valerian,  and  Innarie,  800 
And  othere  swiche,  if  that  me  liste  tarie. 
Our  lampes  brenning  bothe  night  and  day. 
To  bringe  aboute  our  craft,  if  that  we 
may.  (250) 

Our  foumeys  eek  of  calcinacioun, 
And  of  watres  albificacioun,  805 

Unsle^ked  lym,  chalk,  and  gleyre  of  an  ey, 
Poudres  diverse,  asshes,  dong,  pisse,  and 

cley, 
Cered  pokets,  sal  peter,  vitriole ; 
And  divers  fyres  maad  of  wode  and  cole  ; 
Sal  tartre,  alkaly,  and  sal  preparat,      810 
And  combust  materes  and  coagulat, 
Cley  maad  with  hors  or  mannes  heer,  and 
oile 


Of  tartre,  alum,  glas,  berm,  wort,  and 

argoile,  (260) 

Hesalgar,  and  our  materes  enbibing ; 
And  eek  of  our  materes  encorporing,    815 
And  of  our  silver  citrinacioun, 
Our  cementing  and  fermentaoioun, 
Onr  ingottes,  testes,  and  many  mo. 

I  wol  yow  telle,  as  was  me  taught  also. 
The  fonre  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevene. 
By  ordre,  as  ofte  I  herde  my  lord  hem 

nevene.  8a  i 

The  flrste  spirit  quik-silver  called  is,  (269) 
The  second  orpiment,  the  thridde,  y-wis, 
Sal  armoniak,  and  the  ferthe  brimstoon. 
The  bodies  sevene  eek,  lo  I  hem  heer  anoon : 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe,  S26 
Mars  yren,  Merourie  quik-silver  we  depe, 
Satumus  leed,  and  Jupit«r  is  tin, 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kin !     829 

This  cursed  cn^  who-so  wol  exeroyse, 
He  shal  no  good  han  that  him  may  suffyse ; 
For  al  the  good  he  spendeth  ther-aboute. 
He  lese  shal,  ther-of  have  I  no  doute.  (a8o) 
Who-so  that  listeth  onten  his  folye,     834 
Lat  him  come  forth,  and  leme  multiplye ; 
And  every  man  that  oght  hath  in  his  cof^, 
Lat  him  appere,  and  weze  a  philosofre. 
Ascaunce  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lore  ? 
Nay,  nay,  god  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or 

frere, 
Freest  or  chanoun,  or  any  other  wiglit,  840 
Though  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day  and 

night, 
In  lernyng  of  this  elvish  nyce  lore, 
Al  is  in  veyn,  and  parde,  mochel  more  ! 
To  leme  a  lewed  man  this  subtiltee,  (291) 
Fy  I  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  be ;  845 
Al  conne  he  letterure,  or  conne  he  noon, 
As  in  effect,  he  shal  finde  it  al  oon. 
For  bothe  two,  by  my  savacioun, 
Concluden,  in  multiplicacioun, 
Y-lyke  wel,  whan  they  han  al  y-do ;     850 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  faylen  bothe  two. 

Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  oorosif  and  of  limaille,        (300} 
And  of  bodyes  mollificacioun, 
And  also  of  hir  induraoioun,  855 

Oiles,  ablucions,  and  metal  fusible, 
To  tellen  al  wolde  passen  any  bible 
That  o-wher  is ;  wherfor,  as  for  the  beste, 
Of  alle  thise  names  now  wol  I  me  reste. 
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For,  as  I  trowe,  I  have  yow  told  y-nowe  860 
To  reyse  a  feend,  al  loke  he  never  so  rowe. 
A !  ni^ !  lat  he ;  the  philoeophres  stoon, 
Elixir  clept,  we  seohen  faste  echoon ;  (310) 
For  hadde  we  him,  than  were  we  siker 

y-now. 
Bat,  unto  god  of  heven  I  make  avow,  865 
For  al  our  crafl,  whan  we  han  al  y-do, 
And  al  our  sleighte,  he  wol  nat  come  as  to. 
He  hath  y-maad  us  spenden  mochel  good, 
For  sorwe  of  which  almost  we  wexen  wood, 
But  that  good  hope  crepeth  in  our  herte, 
Snpposinge  ever,  though  we  sore  smerte, 
To  he  releved  by  him  afterward ;  ,  873 
Swich  sapposing  and  hope  is  sharp  and 

hard ;  (320) 

I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  to  seken  ever ; 
That  futor  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 875 
In  trust  therK>f,  from  al  that  over  they 

hadde. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  can  nat  wexen  sadde, 
For  onto  hem  it  is  a  hitter  swete ; 
So  semeth  it ;  for  nadde  they  hut  a  shete 
Which  that  they  mighte  wrappe  hem  inne 

a-night,  880 

And  a  bak  to  walken  inne  by  day-light, 
They  wolde  hem  selle  and  spenden  on  this 

craft ;  (329) 

They  can  nat  stinte  til  no-thing  be  laft. 
And  evermore,  wher  that  ever  they  goon, 
Men  may  hem  knowe  by  smel  of  brim- 

stoon ;  885 

For  al  the  world,  they  stinken  as  a  goot ; 
Her  savour  is  so  rammish  and  so  hoot, 
That,  though  a  man  from  hem  a  myle  be, 
The  savour  wol  infecte  him,  trusteth  me; 
Lo,  thus  by  smelling  and  threedbare  array. 
If  that  men  liste,  thisfolk  they  knowe  may. 
And  if  a  man  wol  aske  hem  prively,     892 
Why  they  been  clothed  so  unthriftily,  (340) 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyn,  that  if  that  they  espyed  were, 
Men  wolde  hem  slee,  by-oause    of  hir 

science ;  896 

Lo,  thus  this  folk  bitrayen  innocence ! 
Passe  over  this ;  I  go  my  tale  un-ta 
Er  than  the  pot  be  on  the  fyr  y-do, 
Of  metals  with  a  certein  quantitee,      900 
My  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man  but 

he— 


Now  he  is  goon,  I  dar  seyn  boldely — 
For,  as  men  seyn ,  he  can  don  craftily ;  (350) 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  fol  ofte  he  renneth  in  a  blame ;  905 
And  wite  ye  how  ?  ful  ofie  it  happeth  so, 
The  i>ot  to-breketh,  and  farewel !  al  is  go ! 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence, 
Our  walles  mowe  nat  make  hem  resist-ence, 
But  if  they  weren  wroght  of  lym  and  stoon ; 
They  percen  so,  and  thuigh  the  wal  they 

goon,  911 

And  somme    of   hem  sinken   in-to  the 

ground—  (359) 

Thus  han  we  lost  by  tymes  many  a  pound — 
And  somme  are  scatered  al  the  floor  abonte, 
Somme  lepe  in-to  the  roof;    with-outen 

doute,  915 

Though  that  the  feend  noght  in  our  sighte 

him  shewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  us  be,  that  ilke  shrewe ! 
In  helle  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Nis  ther  more  wo,  ne  more  rancour  ne  ire. 
Whan  that  our  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 

sayd,  920 

Every  man  chit,  and  halt  him  yvel  apayd. 

Som  seyde,  it  was  long  on  the  fyr- 

making,  (369) 

Som  seyde,  nay  !  it  was  on  the  blowing ; 
(Than  was  Ifered,  for  that  was  myn  office) ; 
*  Straw ! '  quod  the  thridde,  'ye  been  lewed 

and  nyce,  935 

It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  oghte  be.' 
'  Nay  I '  quod  the  ferthe, '  stint,  and  herkne 

me; 
By-cause  our  fyr  ne  was  nat  maad  of  beech, 
That  is  the  cause,  and  other  noon,  so 

theech ! ' 
I  can  nat  telle  whereon  it  was  long,      930 
But  wel  I  wot  greet  stryf  is  us  among. 
'  What ! '  quod  my  lord,  *  ther  is  na-more 

to  done. 
Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  eft-sone  ;  (380) 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  pot  was  erased. 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no-thing  amased ;  935 
As  usage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  as  swythe, 
Plukke  up  your  hertes,  and  beth  gladde 

and  blythe.* 
The  mullok  on  an  hepe  y-sweped  was, 
And  on  the  floor  y-oast  a  canevas, 
And  al  this  mullok  in  a  sive  y-throwe,  940 
And  sifted,  and  y-piked  many  a  throwe. 


662 


^$e  tMUviutjf  ^att9.  [t.  16410-16493. 


*  Pardee,'  quod  oon,  *8omwhat  of  our 

metal 
Yet  is  ther  heer,  though  that  we  han  nat  aL 
Al-though  this  thing  mishapped  have  as 

now,  (391) 

Another  tyme  it  may  be  wel  y-now,      945 
Us  moste  pntte  our  good  in  aventiune  ; 
A  marchant,  parde !  may  nat  ay  endure 
Trosteth  me  wel,  in  his  prosperitee  ; 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenched  in  the  see. 
And  somtym  comth  it  sauf  un-to  the 

londe.'  950 

*  Pees ! '  quod  my  lord,  *  the  next  tyme 

I  wol  fonde  (398) 

To  bringe  our  craft  al  in  another  plyte ; 
And  but  I  do,  sirs,  lat  me  han  the  wyte  ; 
Ther  was  defaute  in  som-what,  wel  I  woot.' 
Another  seyde,  the  fyr  was  over  hoot : — 
But,  be  it  hoot  or  cold,  I  dar  seye  this,  956 
That  we  conoluden  evermore  amis. 
We  fayle  of  that  which  that  we  wolden 

have, 
And  in  our  madnesse  evermore  we  rave. 
And  whan  we  been  togidres  everichoon, 
Every  man  semeth  a  Salomon.  961 

But  al  thing  which  that  shyneth  as  the 

gold  (409) 

Nis  nat  gold,  as  that  I  have  herd  it  told ; 
Ke  every  appel  that  is  fair  at  yd 
Ne  is  nat  good,  wbat-so  men  clappe  or 

crye.  965 

Bight  so,  lo !  fareth  it  amonges  us ; 
He  that  semeth  the  wysest,  by  Jesus ! 
Is  most  fool,  whan  it  oometh  to  the  preef ; 
And  he  that  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef ; 
That  shul  ye  knowe,  er  that  I  fro  yow 

wende,  970 

By  that  I  of  my  tale  have  maad  an  ende. 

EsqpUeit  prima  pan. 

Et  aequUur  para  secunda, 

Ther  is  a  chanoun  of  religioun 
Amonges  us,  wolde  infecte  al  a  toun,  (420) 
Though  it  as  greet  were  as  was  Ninivee, 
Rome,  Alisaundre,Troye,  and  othere  three. 
Hissleightesandhisinflnitfalsnesse    976 
Ther  coude  no  man  wryten,  as  I  gesse, 
Thogh  that  he  mighte  liven  a  thousand 

yeer. 
In  al  this  world  of  falshede  nis  his  peer ; 
For  in  his  termes  so  he  wolde  him  winde, 


And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  sly  a  kinde,  981 
Whan  he  commune  dial  witJi  any  wight, 
That  he  wol  make  him  doten  anon  right, 
But  it  a  feend  be,  as  him-selven  ia  (431) 
Ful  mimy  a  man  hath  he  bigyled  er  this. 
And  wol,  if  that  he  live  may  a  whyle ;  986 
And  yet  men  ryde  and  goon  ful  many  a 

myle 
Him  for  to  seke  and  hava  his  aqueynt- 

aunce, 
Noght  knowinge  of  his  false  govemaunoe. 
And  if  yow  list  to  yeve  me  audience,   990 
I  wol  it  tellen  heer  in  your  presence. 
But  worshiped  chanouns  religious, 
Ne  demeth  nat  that  I  solaundre  your  hous, 
Al-though  my  tale  of  a  chanoun  be.   (441) 
Of  every  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  parde,    995 
And  god  forbede  that  al  a  companye 
Sholde  rewe  a  singuler  mannes  folye. 
To  sdaundre  yow  is  no-thingmyn  entente, 
But  to  correcten  that  is  mis  I  mente. 
This  tale  was  nat  only  told  for  yow,   1000 
But  eek  for  othere  mo ;  ye  woot  wel  how 
That,  among  Gristes  apoetelles  twelve, 
Ther  nas  no  traytour  but  Judas  him-selve. 
Than  why  sholde  al  the  remenant  have 

blame  (451) 

That  giltlees  were  ?  by  yow  I  seye  the  same. 
Save  only  this,  if  ye  wol  herkne  me,   iou6 
If  any  Judas  in  your  covent  be, 
Bemeveth  him  bitsones,  I  yow  rede. 
If  shame  or  los  may  causen  any  drede.  1009 
And  beth  no-thing  displesed,  I  yow  preye, 
But  in  this  cas  herkneth  what  I  shal  seye. 

In  London  was  a  preest,  an  annueleer, 
That  therin  dwelled  hadde  many  a  yeer, 
Which  was  so  plesaunt  and  so  servisable 
Unto  the  wy f,  whei^as  he  was  at  table,  (462) 
That  she  wolde  sufire  him  no-thing  for  to 
paye  1016 

For  bord  ne  clothing,  wente  he  never  S3 

And  spending-silver  hadde  he  right  y-now. 
Therof  no  fors ;  I  wol  procede  as  now,  1019 
And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  chanoun. 
That  broghte  this  preest  to  confnaioun. 
This  false  chanoun  cam  up-on  a  day 
Unto  this  preestes  chambre,  wher  he  lay, 
Bisechinghim  to  lene  him  a  certeyn  (471) 
Of  gold,  and  he  wolde  quyte  it  him  ageyn. 
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*  Lene  me  a  mark,'  quod  he,  *  bnt  dayes 
three,  1036 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  qoyten  thee. 
And  if  so  be  that  thou  me  finde  fals. 
Another  day  do  hange  me  by  the  halB  ! ' 

This  preest  him  took  a  mark,  and  that 

as  sw3^he,  1030 

And  this  ohanoun  him  thanked  ofte  sythe. 

And  took  his  leve,  and  wente  forth  his 

weye,  (479) 

And  at  the  thridde  day  broghtehismoneye, 

And  to  the  preest  he  took  his  gold  agayn, 

Wherof  this  preest  was  wonder  glad  and 

fayn.  1035 

'  Certes,*  quod  he,  'no-thing  anoyeth  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble,  or  two  or  three, 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possessioon, 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  oondicionn, 
That  in  no  wyse  he  breke  wol  his  day ;  1040 
To  swich  a  man  I  can  never  seye  nay.' 

*  What ! '  quod  this  chanoun,  *  sholde  I 

benntrewe?  (489) 

Kay,  that  were  thing  y-fallen  al  of-newe. 
Tronthe  is  a  thing  that  I  wol  ever  kepe 
Un-to  that  day  in  whioh  that  I  shal  cr^>e 
In-to  my  grave,  and  elles  god  forbede ;  1046 
Bileveth  this  as  siker  as  is  yonr  crede. 
Ood  thanke  I,  and  in  good  tyme  be  it  sayd, 
That  ther  was  never  man  yet  yvel  apayd 
For  gold  ne  silver  that  he  to  me  lente,  1050 
Ne  never  falshede  in  myn  herte  I  mente. 
And  sir,'  quod  he,  *  now  of  my  privetee, 
Sin  ye  so  goodlich  han  been  nn-to  me,  (500) 
And  kythed  to  me  so  greet  gentOlesse,  1Q54 
Somwhat  to  qnyte  with  your  kindenesse, 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and,  if  yow  Ust  to  lere, 
I  wol  yow  teche  pleynly  the  manere, 
How  I  can  werken  in  philoeophye. 
Taketh  good  heed,  ye  shnl  wel  seen  at  yfi, 
That  I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'     1060 

*  Te,'  qnod  the  preest,  '  3re,  sir,  and  wol 

ye  so? 
Harie  !  ther^rf  I  pray  yow  hertely  I '  (509) 

*  At  your  comandement,  sir,  trewely,' 
Quod  the  chanoun,  *  and  elles  god  forbede ! ' 

Lo,  how  this  theef  ooude  his  servyse 
bede !  1065 

Ful  sooth  it  is,  that  swich  profred  servyse 
Stinketh,  as  witnessen  thise  olde  wyse ; 
And  that  ful  sone  I  wol  it  verifye 
In  this  chanoun,  rote  of  al  treohexye,  1069 


That  ever-more  delyt  hath  and  gladnesse — 
Swich  feendly  thoughtes  in  his  herte  im- 

presse— 
How  Cristes  peple  he  may  to  meschief 

bringe ;  (519) 

Ood  kepe  us  from  his  fals  dissimulinge  ! 
Noght  wiste  this  preest  with  whom  that 

he  delte, 
Ne  of  his  harm  oominge  he  no-thing  felte. 
O  sely  preest !  O  sely  innocent !  1076 

With  coveityse  anon  thou  shalt  be  blent ! 
O  gracelees,  ful  blind  is  thy  conceit. 
No-thing  ne  artow  war  of  the  deceit 
Which  that  this  fox  y-shapen  hath  to  thee ! 
His  wyly  wrenches  thou  ne  mayst  nat  flee. 
Wherfor,  to  go  to  the  conolusioun      1082 
That  refereth  to  thy  oonfnsioun,         (530) 
Utihappy  man  !  anon  I  wol  me  hye 
To  tellen  thyn  unwit  and  thy  folye,    1085 
And  eek  the   falsnesse   of  that   other 

wrecche. 
As  ferforth  as  that  my    conning  may 

streoohe. 
This  chanoun  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 

wene? 
Sir  host,  in  feith,  and  by  the  hevenes 

quene, 
It  was  another  ohanoun,  and  nat  he,  1090 
That  can  an  hundred  fold  more  subtiltee ! 
He  hath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme ; 
Of  his  fiedshede  it  dulleth  me  to  ryme.  (540) 
Ever  whan  that  I  speke  of  his  falshede. 
For  shame  of  him  my  chekes  wexen  rede ; 
Algates,  they  biginnen  for  to  glowe,   1096 
For  reednesse  have  I  noon,  right  wel  I 

knowe, 
In  my  visage ;  for  Aimes  dyverse 
Of  metals,  which  ye  han  herd  me  reherce, 
Ck»n8umed  and  wasted  han  my  reednesse. 
Now  tak  heed  of  this  chanouns  cursed- 

nesse!  iioi 

*  Sir,'  quod  he  to  the  preest,  '  lat  your 

man  gon  (549) 

For  quik-silver,  that  we  it  hadde  anon ; 
And  lat  him  bringen  ounces  two  or  three ; 
And  whan  he  oomth,  as  faste  shul  ye  see 
A  wonder  thing,  which  ye  sangh  never  er 

this.'  1106 

'  Sir,'  quod  the  preest,  *  it  shal  be  doon, 

y-wis.» 
He  bad  his  servant  feochen  him  this  thing. 
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And  he  ol  redy  was  at  his  bidding, 

And  wente  him  forth,  and   cam  anon 

agayn  mo 

With  this  qnik-silver,  soothly  for  to  sayn, 
And  took  thise  onnces  three  to  the  cha- 

nonn ;  (559) 

And  he  hem  leyde  fayre  and  wel  adonn, 
And  bad  the  servant  coles  for  to  bringe, 
That  he  anon  mighte  go  to  his  werkinge. 
The  coles  right  anon  weren  y  fet,     11 16 
And  this  chanoon  took  out  a  crosselet 
Of  his  bosom,  and  shewed  it  the  preest. 
*This  instroment,'  quod  he,  'which  that 

thon  seest, 
Tak  in  thyn  hand,  and  put  thy-self  ther- 

inne  11  an 

Of  this  quik-silver  an  oonoe,  and  heer  bi- 

ginne, 
In  the  name  of  Crist,  to  wexe  a  philoBofre. 
Ther  been  fnl  fewe,  whiche  that  I  wolde 

profre  (570) 

To  shewen  hem  thus  muche  of  my  science. 
For  ye  shul  seen  heer,  by  exjwrience,  11 35 
That  this  qnik-silver  wol  I  mortifye 
Right  in  your  sighte  anon,  withouten  lye, 
And  make  it  as  good  silver  and  as  fyn 
As  ther  is  fuiy  in  your  purs  or  myn, 
Or  elleswher,  and  make  it  malliable ;  1130 
And  elles,  holdeth  me  fals  and  unable 
Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appere !        (579) 
I  have  a  poudre  heer,  that  coste  me  dere, 
Shal  make  al  good,  for  it  is  cause  of  al 
My  conning,  which  that  I  yow  shewen 

shaL  1135 

Voydeth  your  man,  and  lat  him  be  ther- 

oute. 
And  shet  the  dore,  whyls  we  been  abonte 
Our  privetee,  that  no  man  us  espye 
Whyls  that  we  werke  in  this  philosophye.' 
Al  as  he  bad,  fulfilled  was  in  dede,      1140 
This  ilke  servant  anon-right  out  yede, 
And  his  maister  shette  the  dore  anon, 
And  to  hir  labour  speedily  they  gon.  (590) 
This  preest,  at  this  cursed  chanouns 

bidding, 
Up-on  the  fyr  anon  sette  this  thing,  1145 
And  blew  the  fyr,  and  bisied  him  fal  faste ; 
And  this  chanoun  in-to  the  croslet  caste 
A  poudre,  noot  I  wher-of  that  it  was 
T-maad,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas, 
Or  somewhat  elles,  was  nat  worth  a  flye 


To  blynde  with  the  preest ;  and  bad  him 

hye  1151 

The  coles  for  to  couchen  al  above       (599) 
The  croslet;     'for,  in  tokening  I  thee 

love,* 
Quod  this  chanoun, '  thyn  owene  hondes 

two 
Shul  werche  al  thing  which  that  shal  heer 

be  do.'  1155 

'  Graunt  mercy,'  quod  the  preest,  and 

was  ful  glad. 
And  couched  coles  as  the  chanoun  bad. 
And  whyle   he   bi^y  was,  this  foendly 

wrecche, 
This  fals  chanoun,  the  foule  feend  him 

fecche ! 
Out  of  his  bosom  took  a  bechen  cole,  1160 
In  which  ful  subtilly  was  maad  an  hole, 
And  ther-in  put  was  of  silver  lymaille 
An  ounce,  and  stopped  was,  with-outen 

fayle,  (6to) 

The  hole  with  wex,  to  kepe  the  lymail  in. 
And  understondeth,  that  this  taXae  gin 
Was  nat  maad  ther,  but  it  was  maad 

bifore;  1166 

And  othere  thinges  I  shal  telle  more 
Heralterward,  which  that  he  with   him 

broghte; 
£r  he  cam  ther,  him  to  bigylo  he  thoghte, 
And  so  he   dide,   er  that  thoy  wente 

a-twinne ;  1170 

Til  he  had  terved  him,  ooude  he  not  blinne. 
It  duUeth  me  whan  that  I  of  him  speke, 
On  his  falshede  fajm  wolde  I  me  wreke, 
If  I  wiste  how ;  but  he  is  heer  and  ther : 
He  is  so  variaunt,  he  abit  no-wher.      1175 
But  taketh  heed  now,  sin,  for  goddes 

love !  (623) 

He  took  his  cole  of  which  I  spak  above. 
And  in  his  hond  he  baar  it  prively. 
And  whyls  the  preest  oouchede  busily 
The  coles,  as  I  tolde  yow  er  this,  1 180 

This  chanoun  seyde, '  f  reend,  ye  doon  amis ; 
This  is  nat  couched  as  it  oghte  be ; 
But  sone  I  shal  amenden  it,'  quod  he.  (630) 
'  Now  lat  me  medle  therwith  but  a  whyle, 
For  of  yow  have  I  pitee,  by  seint  Gyle !  1 185 
Te  been  right  hoot,  I  see  wel  how  ye  swete. 
Have  heer  a  doth,  and  wype  awey  the 

wete.' 
And  whyles that  the  preest  wyped  his  fkoe, 
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This  chanonn  took  his  cole  with  harde 

grace,  1189 

And  leyde  it  above,  np-on  the  middeward 
Of  the  croslet,  and  blew  wel  afterward, 
Til  that  the  coles  gonne  faste  brenne. 
'  Now  yeve  us  drinke/  quod  the  chanonn 

thenne,  (640) 

*  As  swythe  al  shal  be  wel,  I  undertake ; 
Sitte  we  donn,  and  lat  us  meiy  make.'  1 195 
And  whan  that  this  chanoones  bechen 

cole 
Was  brent,  al  the  lymaille,  out  of  the  hole, 
Into  the  croslet  fil  anon  adonn ; 
And  BO  it  moste  nodes,  hy  resoun, 
Sin  it  so  even  aboven  couched  was ;    1200 
But  ther-of  wiste  the  preest  no-thing,  alas! 
He  domed  alle  the  coles  y-liche  good, 
For  of  the  sleighte  he  no-thing  under- 
stood. (650) 
And  whan  this  alkamistre  eangh  his  tyme, 
*B|sni  up,'  quod  he, '  sir  preest,  and  stondeth 

by  me ;  1J05 

And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  have  ye  noon, 
Goth,  walketh  forth,  and  bring  us  a  chalk- 

stoon; 
For  I  wol  make  oon  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hap. 
And  bringeth  eek  with  yow  a  bolle  or 

a  panne,  laio 

Ful  of  water,  and  ye  shul  see  wel  thanne 
How  that  our  bisinesBe  shal  thxyve  and 

preve. 
And  yet,  for  ye  shul  han  no  misbileve  (660) 
Ne  wrong  conceit  of  me  in  your  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  your  presence,  12 15 
But  go  with  yow,  and  come  with  yow 

ageyn.* 
The  chambre-dore,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
They  opened  and  shette,  and  wente  hir 

weye. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  caiieden  the 

keye,  1219 

And  come  agajm  with-outen  any  delfty. 
What  sholde  I  tarien  al  the  longe  day? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shoop  it  in  the 

wyse 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse.      (670) 

I  seye,  he  took  out  of  his  owene  sieve 
A  teyne  of  silver  (yvele  mote  he  cheve !) 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  but  an  ounce  of 

weighte ;  1226 


And   taketh    heed  now   of  his   cursed 

sleighte! 
He  shoop  his  ingot,  in  lengthe  and  eek 

in  brede. 
Of  this  tesme,  with-outen  any  drede. 
So  slyly,  that  the  preest  it  nat  espyde ;  is^o 
And  in  his  sieve  agayn  he  gan  it  hyde ; 
And  fro  the  fyr  he  took  up  his  matere, 
And  in  th'ingot  putte  it  with  meiy  chore, 
And  in  the  water-vessel  he  it  caste     (681) 
Whan  that  him  luste,  and  bad  the  preest 

as  £Buste,  1235 

*  Look  what  ther  is,  put  in  thyn  hand  and 

grope, 
Thow  finde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope ; 
What,  devel  of  helle !  sholde  it  ellcs  be  ? 
Shaving  of  silver  silver  is,  pardee  ! ' 
He  putte  his  hond  in,  and  took  up  a  teyne 
Of  silver  fyn,  and  glad  in  every  veyne  1241 
Was  this  preest,  whan  he  aaugh  that  it 

was  so. 

*  Gk>ddes  blessing,  and  his  modres  also,  (690) 
And  alle  halwes  have  ye,  sir  chanoun,' 
Seyde  this  preest,  *  and  I  hir  malisoun,  1245 
But,  and  ye  vouche-sauf  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtilitee, 

I  wol  be  youre,  in  al  that  ever  I  may ! ' 

Quod  the  chanoun, '  yet  wol  I  make  assay 
The  second  tyme,  that  ye  may  taken  hede 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  your  node 
Another  day  assaye  in  jayn  absence  1252 
This  disciplyne  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quod  he  tho,  (701) 
'  Of  quik-silver,  with-outon  wordes  mo,  1255 
And  do  therewith  as  ye  han  doon  er  this 
With  that  other,  whi(^  that  now  silver  is.* 
This  preest  him  bisieth  in  al  that  he  can 
To  doon  as  this  chanoun,  this  cursed  man, 
Comanded  him,  and  faste  he  blew  the  fyr. 
For  to  come  to  th'effect  of  his  desyr.  1261 
And  this  chanoun,  right  in  the  mene 

whyle, 
Al  redy  was,  the  preest  eft  to  bigyle,  (710) 
And,  for  acountenance,  in  his  hands  he  bar 
An  holwe  stikke  (tak  keep  and  be  war  !) 
In  the  ende  of  which  an  ounce,  and 
na-more,  1266 

Of  silver  lymail  put  was,  as  bifore 
Was  in  his  cole,  and  stopped  with  wex 

weel 
For  to  kepe  in  his  lymail  every  deel. 
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And  whyl  tliia  preest  was  in  his  bisinesse, 
This  chanonn  with  his  stikke  gan  him 

dresse  1271 

To  him  anon,  and  his  ponder  caste  in  (719) 
As  he  did  er  ;  (the  devel  out  of  his  skin 
Him  terve,  I  pray  to  {^od,  for  his  falshede ; 
For  he  was  ever  fals  in  thoght  and  dede) ; 
And  with  this  stikke,  above  the  croslet, 
That  was  ordejnied  with  that  false  get, 
He  stired  the  coles,  til  relente  gan 
The  wex  agayn  the  fyr,  as  every  man, 
.But  it  a  fool  be,  woot  wel  it  mot  node,  1280 
And  al  that  in  the  stikke  was  out  yede. 
And  in  the  croslet  hastily  it  fel.  (729) 

Now  gode  sirs,  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wel  ? 
V^an  that  this  preest  thus  was  bigyled 

ageyn,  1284 

Supposing  noght  but  trouthe,  soth  to  seyn. 
Ho  was  BO  glad,  that  I  can  nat  expresse 
In  no  manere  his  mirthe  and  his  glad- 

nesse ; 
And  to  the  chanonn  he  proft*ed  efbsone 
Body  and  good  ;  'ye,'  quod  the  chanonn 

sone, 
'  Tliough  povre  I  be,  crafty  thou  shalt  me 

finde ;  1290 

I  wame  thee,  yet  is  ther  more  bihinde. 
Is  ther  any  coper  her-inne  ? '  seyde  he. 
'Ye,'  qnod  the  preest,  'sir,  I  trowe  wel 

ther  be.'  (740) 

'  Elles  go  bye  us  som,  and  that  as  swythe, 
Now,   gode    sir,  go  forth  thy  wey  and 

hy  the.' 
He  wente  his  wey,  and  with  the  coper 

cam,  1296 

And  this  ohanoun  it  in  his  handes  nam. 
And  of  that  coper  weyed  out  but  an  ounce. 
Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce. 
As  ministre  of  my  wit,  the  doublenesse 
Ofthischanoun,roteofalcur8edne8se.  1301 
He  semed  freendly  to  hem  that  knewe 

him  noght, 
But  he  was  feendly  bothe  in  herte  and 

thoght.  (750) 

It  werieth  me  to  telle  of  his  falsnesse, 
And  nathelees  yet  wol  I  it  expresse,    1305 
To  th 'entente  that  menmay  be  war  ther  by. 
And  for  noon  other  cause,  trewely. 
He  putte  his  ounce  of  coper  in  the 

croslet, 
And  on  the  fyr  as  swythe  he  hath  it  set, 


And  caste  in  poudre,  and  made  the  preest 

to  blowe,  1310 

And  in  his  werking  for  to  stoupe  lowe, 
As  he  dide  er,  and  al  nas  but  a  jape ; 
Bight  as  him  liste,  the  preest  he  made 

his  ape ;  (760) 

And  afterward  in  th'ingot  he  it  caste. 
And  in  the  panne  putte  it  at  the  laste  13 15 
Of  water,  and  in  he  putte  his  owene  bond. 
And  in  his  sieve  (as  ye  bifom-hond 
Herde  me  telle)  he  hadde  a  silver  teyne. 
He  slyly  took  it  out,  this  cursed  heyne — 
Unwiting  this  preest  of  his  fiftlse  craft — 
And  in  the  pannes  botme  he  hath  it  laft  ; 
And  in  the  water  rombled  to  and  fro. 
And  wonder  prively  took  up  also        (770) 
The  coper  tejme,  noght    knowing    this 

preest. 
And  hidde  it,  and  him  hente  by  the  breest, 
And  to  him  spak,  and  thus  seyde  in  his 

game,  1326 

'  Stoupeth  adoun,  by  god,  ye  be  to  blame, 
Helpeth  me  now,  as  I  dide  yow  whyl-«r, 
Putte  in  your  hand,  and  loketh  what  is 

ther.'  1339 

This  preest  took  up  this  silver  teyne  anon, 
And  thsmne  seyde  the  chanonn,  *lat  us 

gon 
With  thise  three  teynes,  which  that  we 

han  wroght, 
To  som  goldsmith,  and  wite  if  they  been 

oght.  (780) 

For,  by  my  feith,  I  nolde,  for  myn  hood, 
But-if  that  tliey  were    silver,  fyn  and 

good,  1335 

And  that  as  swythe  proved  shal  it  be.' 
Un-to  the  goldsmith  with  thise  teynes 

three 
They  wente,  and  putte  thise  teynes  in  assay 
To  fyr  and  hamer ;  mighte  no  man  sey  nay, 
But  that  they  weren  as  hem  oghte  be. 
This  sotted   preest,  who  was  gladder 

than  he  ?  1341 

Was  never  brid  gladder  agayn  the  day, 
Ne  nightingale,  in  the  sesoun  of  May,  (790) 
Nas  never  noon  that  luste  bet  to  singe ; 
Ne  lady  lustier  in  carolinge  1345 

Or  for  to  speke  of  love  and  wommanhede, 
Ne  knight  in  armes  to  doon  an  hardy  dede 
To  stonde  in  grace  of  his  lady  dere, 
Than  had  this  preest  this  sory  craft  to  lere ; 
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And  to  the  chanonn  thns  he  spak  and 
seyde,  1350 

*  For  love  of  god,  that  for  us  alle  deyde, 
And  as  I  may  deserve  it  un-to  yow, 
What  shal  this  receit  coste  ?  telleth  now ! ' 
*■  By  our  lady/  quod  this  chanonn, '  it  is 
dere,  (801) 

I  wame  yow  wel ;  for,  save  I  and  a  frere, 
In  Engeloiid  ther  can  no  man  it  make.' 

*  No  fors,'  quod  he,  ^  now,  sir,  for  goddes 

sake,  1357 

What  shal  I  paye  ?  telleth  me,  I  preye.' 

*  Y-wis,'  quod  he,  *  it  is  fol  dere,  I  seye  ; 
Sir,  at  o  word,  if  that  thee  list  it  have, 
Ye  shul  paye  fouxty  pound,  so  god  me 

save !  1361 

And,  nere  the  freendship  that  ye  dide  er 

this 
To  me,  ye  sholde  paye  more,  y-wls.'    (810) 
This  preest  the  somme  of  fourty  pound 

anon 
Of  nobles  fette,  and  took  hem  everichon 
To  this  ohanoun,  for  this  ilke  receit ;  1366 
Al  his  working  nas  but  fraude  and  deceit. 

*  Sir  preest,'  he  seyde,  *  I  kepe  han  no  loos 
Of  my  craft,  for  I  wolde  it  kept  were  doos; 
And  as  ye  love  me,  kepeth  it  secree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  knewe  al  my  subtilitee, 
By  god,  they  wc^^den  han  so  greet  envye 
To  me,  by-cause  of  my  philosophye,  (Kao) 
I  sholde  be  deed,  ther  were  non  other 

weyo.'  ^ 

'  G-od    it    forbedo ! '  quod    the  preest, 

*  what  sey  ye  ? '  1375 

Yet  hadde  I  lever  spenden  al  the  good 
Which  that  I  have  (and  olles  wexe  I  wood !) 
Than  that  ye  sholden  falle  in  swich  mes- 

chee£' 

*  For  your  good  wil,  sir,  have  ye  right 

good  preef,' 
Quod  the  chanoun,  *and  far-wel,  grant 

mercy ! '  1380 

Ho  wente  his  wey  and  never  the  preest 

him  sy 
After  that  day ;  and  whan  that  this  preest 

sholde  (829) 

Maken  assay,  at  swich  tyme  as  he  wolde. 
Of  this  receit,  far-wel !  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thus  byjaped  and  bigyled  was  he !  1385 
Thus  maketli  he  his  introducoioun 
To  bringe  folk  to  hir  destruccioun. — 


Considereth,    sirs,    how   that,  in  ech 

estaat, 
Bitwixe  men  and  gold  ther  is  debaat 
So  ferforth,  that  unnethes  is  ther  noon. 
This  multiplying  blent  so  many  oon,  1391 
That  in  good  feith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  cause  grettest  of  swich  scarsetee.  (840) 
Philosophres  speken  so  mistily 
In  this   crafb,  that  men  can  nat  come 

therby,  ,395 

For  any  wit  that  men  han  now  a-dayes. 
They  mowe  wel  chiteren,  as  doon  thise 

jayes, 
And  in  her  termes  sette  hir  lust  and  peyne, 
But  to  hir  purpoe  shul  they  never  attoyne. 
A  man  may  lightly  leme,  if  he  have  aught, 
To   multiplye,  and   bringe  his  good  to 

naught !  (848)  1401 

Lo  !  swich  a  lucre  is  in  this  lusty  game, 
A  mannes  mirthe  it  woltomeun-tograme. 
And  empten  also  grete  and  hevy  purses, 
And  maken  folk  for  to  purchasen  curses 
Of  hem,  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent. 
O !  fy !  for  shame  !  they  that  han  been 

brent,  1407 

Alias !  can  they  nat  flee  the  fyres  hete  ? 
Yo  that  it  use,  I  rede  ye  it  lete, 
Lest  ye  lese  al;    for  bet  than  never  is 

late.  14 10 

Never  to  thryve  were  to  long  a  date. 
Though  ye  prolle  ay,  ye  shul  it  never 

flnde ;  (859) 

Ye  been  as  bolde  as  is  Bayard  the  blinde, 
That  blundreth  forth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon  ; 
He  is  as  bold  to  renne  agajm  a  stoon  14 15 
As  for  to  goon  besydes  in  the  weye. 
So  faren  ye  that  multiplye,  I  seye. 
If  that  your  y^n  can  nat  seen  aright, 
Loke  that  your  minde  lakke  nought  his 

sight.  (866) 

For,  though  ye  loke  never  so  brode,  and 

stare,  1420 

Ye  shul  nat  winnea  myteonthat  cliafiare, 
But  wasten  al  that  ye  may  rape  and  renne. 
Withdrawe  the  fyr,  lest  it  to  faste  brenne ; 
Medleth  na-more  with  that  art,  I  mene. 
For,  if  ye  doon,  your  thrift  is  goon  fol 

clene.  1425 

And  right  as  swythe  I  wol  yow  tellen  hero, 
What  philosophres  seyn  in  this  matcro. 
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Lo,  thus  seith  Arnold  of  the  Newe  Toon, 
Ab  his  Hosarie  maketh  xnenoionn  ; 
He  seith  right  thnSf  with-oaten  any  lye, 
'  Ther  may  no  man  Meroorie  mortifye,  1431 
But  it  be  with  his  brother  knowleohing. 
How  that  he,  which  that  first  seyde  this 
thing,  (880) 

Of  philosophres  fader  was,  Hermes ; 
He  seith,  how  that  the  dragonn,  doatelees, 
Ne  deyeth  nat,  bnt-if  that  he  be  slayn  1436 
With  his  brother ;  and  that  is  for  to  aayn, 
By  the  dragonn,  Mercnrie  and  noon  other 
He  nndorstood ;   and  brimstoon  by  his 

brother, 
That  ont  of  sot  and  luna  were  y-drawe. 
And  therfor,'  seyde  he,  '  tak  heed  to  my 


sawe. 


1441 


Let  no  man  bisy  him  this  art  for  to  seohe, 
Bnt-if  that  he  th'entenoionn  and  speche 
Of  philosophres  nnderstonde  can ;     (891) 
And  if  he  do,  he  is  a  lewed  man.         1445 
For  this  science  and  this  conning,'qaod  he, 

*  Is  of  the  secree  of  seorees,  parde.' 

Also  ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato, 
That  on  a  tyme  seyde  his  maister  to. 
As  his  book  Senior  wol  bere  witnesse,  1450 
And  this  was  his  demande  in  soothfiut- 
nesse: 

*  Tel  me  the  name  of  the  privy  stoon  ? ' 

And  Plato  answerde  onto  him  anoon, 
'  Tak  the  stoon  that  Titanos  men  name.* 
*  Which  is  that  ?'  quod  he.     '  Magnesia 
is  the  same,*  (902)  1455 


Seyde  Plato.    *  Ye,  sir,  and  is  it  thus  ? 

This  is  ignotumper  ignoHus. 

What  is  ICagnesia,  good  sir,  I  yow  preye?' 

*  It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,  I  s^ye, 

Of  elementes  foore,'  qnod  Plato.         1460 

*  Tel  me  the  rote,  good  sir,'  qnod  he  tho, 
'Of  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  wille?* 

*  Kay,  nay,'  qaod  Plato,  *  oertein,  that 

I  niUe.  (910) 

The  philosophres  sworn  were  everiohoon, 
That   they   sholden  disoovere    it  an>to 

noon,  1465 

Ne  in  no  book  it  wiyte  in  no  manere ; 
For  nn-to  Crist  it  is  so  leef  and  dere 
That  he  wol  nat  that  it  discovered  be. 
Bat  wher  it  lyketh  to  his  deitee 
Man  for  t'enspyre,  and  eek  for  to  defende 
Whom  that  him  lyketh ;  lo,  this  is  the 

ende.*  1471 

Thanne  conclude  I  thus;  sith  god  of 

hevene 
Ne  wol  nat  that  the  philosophres  nevene 
How  that  a  man  shal   come   nn-to  this 

stoon,  (931) 

I  rede,  as  for  the  beste,  lete  it  goon.    1475 
For  who-so  maketh  god  his  adversarie, 
As  for  to  werken  any  thing  in  oontrarie 
Of  his  wil,  certes,  never  shal  ho  thxyve, 
Thogh  that  he  moltiplye  terme  of  his 

Ijrve. 
And  th^  a  poynt ;  for  ended  is  my  tale ; 
Ood  sendo  ever^ntrewe  man  bote  of  his 

bale ! — ^Amen.  (928)  1481 


Here  is  ended  the  Chanoans  Temannes  Tale. 
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GROUP  H. 


THE    MANCIPLE'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folwetfa  the  Prologe  of  the  Ifaimclplee  Tale. 


WiTB  ye  nat  wher  ther  stant  a  litel  toan 
Which  that  y-cleped  is  Bob-up-and-doim, 
Under  the  Blee,  in  Gaunterbnzy  weye  ? 
Ther  gan  our  hoste  for  to  jape  and  pleye, 
And  seydOf  '  sirs,  what !  Dnn  is  in  the 

myre!  5 

Is  ther  no  man,  for  preyere  ne  for  hjnre, 
That  wol  awake  onr  felawe  heer  bihinde  ? 
A  theef  mighte  him  fnl  lightly  robbe  and 

binde. 
See  how  he  nappeth !  see,  for  cokkes  bones, 
As  he  wol  falle  from  his  hors  at  ones.    10 
Is  that  a  cook  of  Londonn,  with  mes- 

chaonce  ? 
Do  him  come  forth,  he  knoweth  his  pen- 

annce, 
For  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  by  my  fey ! 
Al-thongh  it  be  nat  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thoa  cook,*  quod  he,  *god  yeve 

thee  sorwe,  15 

What  eyleth  thee  to  slepe  by  the  morwe  ? 
Hastow  had    fleen   al   night,   or  artow 

dronke, 
Or  hastow  with  som  qnene  al  night  y- 

swonke. 
So  that  thou  mayst  nat  holden  up  thyn 

heed?' 
This  cook,  that  was  fiol  pale  and  no- 
thing reed,  ao 
Seyde  to  onr  host, '  so  god  my  soule  blesse, 
As  ther  is  falle  on  me  swioh  hevinesse, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  that  me  were  lever  slepe 
Than  the  beste  galoon  wyn  in  Chepe.' 
*  Wei,'  qnod  the  mannciple,  *  if  it  may 

doon  ese  2$ 

To  thee,  sir  cook,  and  to  no  wight  displese 
Which  that  heer  rydeth  in  this  oompanye, 
And  that  onr  host  wol,  of  his  cnrteisjre, 
I  wol  as  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale ; 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  visage  is  fnl  pale. 


Thyn    yfin    daswen    eek,    as    that    me 

thinketh,  ^i 

And  wel  I  woot,  thy  breeth  tal  sonre 

stinketh, 
That  sheweth  wel  thon  art  not  wel  dis- 
posed; 
Of  me,   certein,   thon    shalt    nat   been 

y-glosed. 
Se  how  he  ganeth,  lo,  this  dronken  wight, 
As  though  he  wolde  ns  swolwe  anon-right. 
Hold  oloos  thy  month,  man,  by  thy  fader 

kin !  37 

The  devel  of  helle  sette  his  foot  ther-in ! 
Thy  cursed  breeth  infeote  wol  ns  alle  ; 
Ty^  stinking  swjrn,  fyl  fonle  moot  thee 

fSsOle !  40 

A  !  taketh  heed,  sirs,  of  this  lusty  man. 
Now,  swete  sir,  wol  ye  justen  atte  fan  ? 
Ther-to  me  thinketh  ye  been  wel  y-shape  ! 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  wyn  ape, 
And  that  is  whan  men  pleyen  with  a 

straw.'  45 

And  with  this  speche  the  cook  wex  wrooth 

and  wraw. 
And  on  the  maunciple  he  gan  nodde  faste 
For  lakke  of  speche,  and  doun  the  hors 

him  caste, 
Wlier  as  he  lay,  tU  that  men  up  him  took ; 
This  was  a  fayr  chivachee  of  a  cook  !     50 
Alias !  he  nadde  holde  him  by  his  ladel ! 
And,  er  that  he  agajm  were  in  his  sadel, 
Ther  was  greet  showving  bothe  to  and  ftro, 
To  lifte  him  up,  and  muohel  care  and  wo, 
So  unweldy  was  this  sory  palled  gost.    55 
And  to  the  maunciple  thanne  spak  our 

host, 
*  By-oause  drink  hath  dominacioun 
Upon  this  man,  by  my  savacioun 
I  trowe  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tale. 
For,  were  it  wjm,  or  old  or  moysty  ale,  60 
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That  he  hath  dronke,  he  speketh  in  his 

noBe, 
And  fneseih  faste,  and  eek  he  hath  the 

pose. 
He  hath  also  to  do  more  than  y-no'ngh 
To  kepe  him  and  his  capel  oat  of  slongh ; 
And,  if  he  falle  from  his  oapel  ef t-sone,  65 
Than  shol  we  alle  have  y-nough  to  done, 
In  lifting  op  his  hevy  dronken  oors. 
Telle  on  thy  tale,  of  him  make  I  no  fors. 
Bnt  yet,  mannciple,  in  feith  thou  art  to 

nyce, 
Thus  openly  reprove  him  of  his  vyce.     70 
Another  day  he  wol,  peraventure, 
Reclayme  thee,  and  bringe  thee  to  lure  ; 
I  mene,  he  speke  wol  of  smale  thingos, 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekeninges. 
That  wer  not  honeste,  if  it  cam  to  preef.' 
'  No,'  qnod  the  mannciple,  '  that  were 

a  greet  mescheef !  76 

So  mighte  he  lightly  bringe  me  in  the 

snare. 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
Which  he  rit  on,  than  he  sholde  with  me 

stryve ;  79 

r  wol  nat  wratthe  him,  al-so  mote  I  thrjrve ! 
Tliat  that  I  spak,  I  seyde  it  in  my  boorde  ; 
And  wite  ye   what?    I   have    heer,   in 

a  gourde. 


A  draught  of  wyn,  ye,  of  a  lype  grape, 
And  right  anon  ye  shul  seen  a  good  jape. 
This  cook  shal  drinke  ther-of,  if  I  may  ;  85 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  he  wol  nat  seye  me  nay ! ' 

And  oerteinly,  to  tellen  as  it  was. 
Of  this  vessel  the  cook  drank  faste,  alias ! 
What  neded   him?  he   drank   y-nongh 

bifom. 
And  whan  he  hadde  pouped  in  this  horn, 
To  the  maunciple  he  took   the   gourde 

agayn ;  91 

And  of  that  drinke  the  cook  was  wonder 

fayn, 
And  thanked  him  in  swioh  wyse  as  he 

coude. 
Than  gan  onr  host  to  langhen  wonder 

loude, 
And  seyde,  '  I  see  wel,  it  is  nec'essarie,  95 
Wher  that  we  goon,  good  drink  we  with 

us  carle ; 
For  that  wol  tume  rancour  and  disese 
Tacord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apese. 
O  thou  Bachus,  y-blessed  be  thy  name, 
That  so  canst  turnen  emest  in-to  game ! 
Worship  and  thank  be  to  thy  deitee  !  loi 
Of  that  matere  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
Tol  on  thy  tale,  maunciple,  I  thee  preyo.' 
*  Wel,  sir,'  quod    he,    '  now  herkneth 

what  I  seye.' 


Thns  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Manciple. 


THE    MAUNCIPLES   TALE. 

Here  bJglnneth  the  Maundples  Tale  of  the  Crowe 


Whak  Phebus  dwelled  here  in  this  erthe 
adoun,  105 

As  olde  bokes  maken  menoioun. 
He  was  the  moste  lusty  baohiler 
In  al  this  world,  and  eek  the  beste  archer ; 
He  slow  Phitoun,  the  serpent,  as  he  lay 
Slepinge  agayn  the  sonne  upon  a  day;  no 


And  many  another  noble  worthy  dede 
He  with  his  bowe  wroghte,  as  men  may 
rede. 
Pleyen  he  coude  on  every  minstralcye, 
And  singen,  that  it  was  a  melodye,  (10) 
To  heren  of  his  olere  vois  the  soun.  1 15 
Certes  the  king  of  Thebes,  Amphioun, 
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That  with  his  singing  walled  that  oiteo, 
Goude  never  singen  half  so  wel  as  he. 
Therto  he  was  the  semelieste  man         1 19 
That  is  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
What  nedeth  it  his  fetures  to  discry ve  ? 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  so  fair  on  lyve. 
He  was  ther-with  folfild  of  gentillesse, 
Of  honour,  and  of  iMirfitworthinesse.  {20) 
ThisFhebus,  that  was  fioar  of  bachelrye, 
As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  chivalrye,  126 

For  his  desport,  in  signe  eek  of  victorie 
Of  Fhitoon,  so  as  telleth  us  the  storie, 
Was  wont  to  beren  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

Now  had  this  Fhebus  in  his  hous  a  crowe, 
Which  in  a  cage  he  fostred  many  a  day, 
And  taughte  it  speken,  as  men  teche  a  jay. 
Whyt  was  this  crowe,  as  is  a  snow-whyt 

swan,  (39) 

And  countrefete  the  speche  of  every  man 
He  ooude,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale.  135 
Ther-with  in  al  this  world  no  nightingale 
Ne  ooude,  by  an  hondred  thousand  deel, 
Singen  so  wonder  merily  and  weel. 

Now  had  this  Fhebus  in  his  hous  a  wyf. 
Which  that  he  lovede  more  than  his  lyf. 
And  night  and  day  dide  ever  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hir  reverence, 
Save  only,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jalous  he  was,  and  wolde  have  kept  hir 

iayn ;  (40) 

For  him  were  looth  by-japed  for  to  be.  145 
And  so  is  every  wight  in  swich  degree ; 
But  al  in  ydel,  for  it  availleth  noght. 
A  good  wyf,  that  is  dene  of  werk  and 

thoght, 
Sholde   nat    been  kept  in  noon  await, 

certayn; 
And  trewely,  the  labour  is  in  vayn       150 
To  kepe  a  shrewe,  for  it  wol  nat  be. 
This  holde  I  for  a  verray  nycetee, 
To  spiUe  labour,  for  to  kepe  wyves ; 
Thus  writen  olde  derkes  in  hir  lyvea  (50) 
But  now  to  purpoe,  as  I  first  bigan  :  155 
This  worthy  Fhebus  dooth  all  that  he  can 
To  plesen  hir,  weninge  by  swich  plesaunce, 
And  for  his  manhede  and  his  govemaunce. 
That  no  man  sholde  han  put  him  from 

hir  grace. 
But  god  it  woot,  ther  may  no  man  embrace 
As  to  destreyne  a  thing,  which  that  nature 
Hath  naturelly  set  in  a  creature.  162 


Tak  any  brid,  and  put  it  in  a  cage. 
And  do  al  thyn  entente  and  thycorage(6o) 
To*  fostre    it    tendrely  with    mete   and 
drinke,  165 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  thou  canst  bithinke, 
And  keep  it  al-eo  clenly  as  thou  may ; 
Al-though  his  cage  of  gold  be  never  so  gay, 
Yet  hath  this  brid.  by  twenty  thousand 

fold. 
Lever  in  a  forest,  that  is  rude  and  oold,  170 
Gon  ete  wormes  and  swich  wreochednesse. 
For  ever  this  brid  wol  doon  his  bisinesse 
To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  if  he  may ; 
His  libertee  this  brid  desireth  ay.        (70) 
Lat  take  a  cat,  and  fostre  him  wel  with 
milk,  175 

And  tendre  flesh,  and  make  his  coucho 

of  silk, 
And  lat  him  seen  a  mous  go  hy  the  wal ; 
Anon  he  weyveth  milk,  and  flesh,  and  al, 
And  every  d^yntee  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swich  appetyt  hath  he  to  ete  a  mous.   180 
Lo,  here  hath  lust  his  dominacioun. 
And  appetyt  flemeth  discrecioun. 

A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vileins  kinde ; 
The  lewedeste  wolf  that  she  may  finde,  (80) 
Or  leest  of  reputacion  wol  she  take,      185 
In  tyme  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make. 
Alle  thise  ensamples  speke  I  by  thise 
men 
That  been  untrewe,  and  no-thing  by  worn- 
men. 
For  men  han  ever  a  likerous  appetyt 
On  lower  thing  to  parfoume  hir  delyt  190 
Than  on  hir  wyves,  be  they  never  so  faire, 
Ne  never  so  trewe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
Flesh  is  so  newefangel,  with  meschaunoe. 
That  we  ne  conne  in  no-thing  han  ple- 
saunce (90) 
That  Bouneth  in-to  vertu  any  whyle.    195 
This  Fhebus,  which  that  thoghte  upon 
no  gyle, 
Deoeyved  was,  for  al  his  joUtee ; 
For  under  him  another  hadde  she, 
A  man  of  litel  reputaoioun,  199. 
Noght  worth  to  Fhebus  in  comparisoun. 
The  more  harm  is ;  it  happeth  ofte  so, 
Of  which  ther  oometh  muchel  harm  and 
wo. 
And  so  bifel,  whan  Fhebus  was  absent, 
His  wyf  anon  hath  for  hir  lemman  sent; 
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Hir  lemxnan?  certes,  this  is  a  knavish 

speche !  (loi)  305 

Foryeveth  it  me,  and  that  1 70W  biseche. 

The  wy^e  Plato  soith,  as  ye  may  rede, 
The  -word  mot  nede  aooorde   with  the 

dede. 
If  men  shal  telle  proprely  a  thing, 
The  word  mot  cosin  be  to  the  werking.  a  10 
I  am  a  boistons  man,  right  thtu  sciye  I, 
Ther  nis  no  difference,  trewely, 
Bitwise  a  wyf  that  is  of  heigh  degree, 
If  of  hir  >)ody  dishonest  she  be,  (no) 

And  a  povre  wenche,  other  than  this — 
If  it  so  be,  they  werke  bothe  amis —     316 
Bat  that  the  gentile,  in  estaat  above, 
She  shal  be  oleped  his  lady,  as  in  love ; 
And  for  that  other  is  a  povre  womman, 
She  shal  be  oleped  his  wenche,  or  his 
lemman.  aao 

And,  god  it  woot,  mjm  owene  dere  brother, 
Men  leyn  that  oon  as  lowe  as  lyth  that 
other. 
Bight  BO,  bitwise  a  titlelees  tizaont 
And  an  ontlawe,  or  a  theef  erraont,  (lao) 
The  same  I  seye,  ther  is  no  difference.  22$ 
To  Alisanndre  told  was  this  sentence ; 
That,  for  the  tyrant  is  of  gretter  might. 
By  force  of  meynee  for  to  sleen  doon-right, 
And  brennen  hons  and  hoom,  and  make 

al  plain, 
Lo !  therfor  is  he  oleped  a  capitain ;    230 
And,  for  the  ontlawe  hath  but  smal  mey- 
nee, 
And  may  nat  doon  so  greet  an  harm  as  he, 
Ne  bringe  a  contree  to  so  greet  mesoheef, 
Hen  depen  him  an  ontlawe  or  a  theef. 
But,  for  I  am  a  man  noght  teztnel,      335 
I  wol  noght  telle  of  textes  never  a  del ; 
I  wol  go  to  my  tale,  as  I  bigan.  (133) 

Whan  Phebos  wyf  had  sent  for  hir  lem- 
man, 
Anon  they  wroghten  al  hir  Inst  volage. 
The  whyte  crowe,  that  heng  ay  in  the 
cage,  240 

Biheld  hir  werk,  and  seyde  never  a  word. 
And  whan  that  hoom  was  oome  Phebos, 

the  lord. 
This    crowe    sang    '  cokkow !     ookkow ! 
cokkow ! ' 
'What,    brid?'    quod   Phebos,   'what 
song  singestow  ?  (140) 


Ke  were  thow  wont  so  merily  to  singe  345 
That  to  myn  herte  it  was  a  rejoisinge 
To  here  thy  vois?  alias !  what  song  is  this? ' 
'  By  god,*  qood  he,  '  I  singe  nat  amis ; 
Phebos,'  qood  he,  '  for  al  thy  worthinesse, 
For  al  thy  beaotee  and  thy  gentilesse,  250 
For  al  thy  song  and  al  thy  minstralcye, 
For  al  thy  waiting,  blared  is  thjm  yd 
With  oon  of  litel  repotadoon,  (149) 

Koght  worth  to  thee,  as  in  oomparisonn, 
The  moontance  of  a  gnat ;  so  mote  I  thxyve ! 
Foron  thybed  thy  wyf  Isaogh  himswyve.' 
What  wol  ye  more?  the  crowe  anon 

him  tolde,  357 

By  sadde  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bolde, 
How  that  his  wyf  had  doon  hir  lecheiye, 
Him  to  gret  shame  and  to  gret  vileinye ; 
And  tolde  him  ofte,  he  saogh  it  with  his 

yfin.  a6i 

This  Phebos  gan  aweyward  for  to  wryen, 
Him  thooghte  his  sorweitil  herte  brast 

a-two; 
His  bowe  he  bente,  and  sette  ther-inne 

a  flo,  (160) 

And  in  his  ire  his  wyf  thanne  hath  he 

slas^*  265 

This  is  th'effeot,  ther  is  na-more  to  sayn ; 
For  sorwe  of  which  he  brak  his  min- 
stralcye, 
Bothe  harpe,  and  lote,  and  gitexne,  and 

saotrye; 
And  eek  he  brak  his  arwes    and    his 

bowe. 
And  after  that,  thos  spak  he  to  the  crowe : 
'Traitoor,'  qood  he,   'with  tonge  of 

scorpioon,  271 

Thoo  hast  me  broght  to  my  oonfosioon  ! 
Alias!   that  I  was  wzoght!  why  nere  I 

deed? 
O  dere  wyf,  O  gemme  of  instiheed,     (170) 
That  were  to  me  so  sad  and  eek  so  trewe, 
Now  lystow  deed,  with  face  pale  of  hewe, 
Fol  giltelees,  that  dorste  I  swere,  y-wis ! 
O  rakel  hand,  to  doon  so  foole  amis! 
O  trooble  wit,  O  ire  recohelees, 
That  onavysed  smjrtest  giltelees !         380 
O  wantrost,  fol  of  fals  sospecioon, 
Where  was  thy  wit  and  thy  discrecioon  ? 
O  evexy  man,  be-war  of  rakelnesse, 
Ke  trowe  no-thing  with-ooten  strong  wit- 

nesse ;  (180) 
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Smyt  nat  to  sone,  er  that  ye  witen  "why, 
And  beeth  avysed  wel  and  Bobrdy       386 
£r  ye  doon  any  ezeoncionnf 
Up-on  your  ire,  for  suspecioan. 
Alias !  a  thonaand  folk  hatH  rakel  ire  289 
Fully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alias !  for  sorwe  I  wol  my-selven  slee ! ' 
And  to   the  crowe,   *0  false   theef!* 

seyde  he,  (188) 

*  I  wol  thee  qnyte  anon  thy  false  tale ! 
Thou  songe  whylom  lyk  a  nightingale ; 
Now  shaltow,  false  theef,  thy  song  forgon, 
And  eek  thy  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
Ne  never  in  al  thy  lyf  ne  shaltou  speke. 
Thus  shal  men  on  a  traitour  been  awreke ; 
Thou  and  thynof-spring  evershulbeblake, 
Ne  never  swete  noise  shul  ye  make,     300 
But  ever  orye  agayn  tempest  and  rayn, 
In  tokeninge  that  thurgh  thee  my  -wyf  is 

slayn.' 
And  to  the  crowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon, 
And  pulled  his  whyt«  fetheres  everiohon. 
And  made  him  blak,  and  refte  him  al  his 

song,  (aoi)  305 

And  eek  his  speche,  and  out  at  dore  him 

slong 
Un-to  the  devel,  which  I  him  bitake ; 
And  for  this  caas  ben  alle  crowes  blake. — 
Lordings,  by  this  ensample  1 3row  preye, 
Beth  war,  and  taketh  kepe  what  I  seye : 
No  telleth  never  no  man  in  your  lyf    31 1 
How  that  another  man  hath  dight  his  wyf ; 
He  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  certeyn. 
Daun  Salomon,  as  wyse  derkes  seyn,  (a  10) 
Techeth  a  man  to  kepe  his  tonge  wel ;  315 
But  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textueL 
But  nathelees,  thus  taughte  me  my  dame : 
^  My  sone,  thenk  on  the  crowe,  a  goddes 


name; 


My  sone,  keep  wel  thy  tonge  and  keep 

thy  freend. 
A  wikked  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend.  3^0 
My  sone,  from  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blease; 
My  sone,  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  sholde  him  ayj9&  what  he  speke. 
My  sone,  iVd  ofte,  for  to  muche  speche, 


Hath  many  a  man  ben  spilt,  as  olerkes 

teche ;  {222)  326 

But  for  a  litel  speche  avysely 
Is  no  men  shent,  to  speke  generally. 
My  sone,  thy  tonge  sholdestow  restreyne 
At  alle  tyme,  but  whan  thou  dooet  thy 

peyne  330 

To  speke  of  god,  in  honour  and  prejrere. 
The  flrste  vertu,  sone,  if  thou  wolt  lere. 
Is  to  restreyne  and  kepe  wel  thy  tonge. — • 
Thus  leme  children  whan  that  they  ben 

yonge,—  (a3o)  334 

My  sone,  of  muohel  speking  yvel-avysed, 
Ther  lassespeking  haddey-nough  sufjfysed, 
Comth  muchel  harm,  thus  was  me  told 

and  taught. 
In  muchel  speche  sinne  wanteth  naught, 
Wostow  wher-of  a  rakel  tonge  serveth  ? 
Bight  asa  swerd  forcutteth  and  forkerveth 
An  arm  a-two,  my  dere  sone,  right  so  341 
A  tonge  cutteth  frendship  al  a-two, 
A  jangler  is  to  god  abhominable ;        {i^cjr) 
Beed  Salomon,  so  wys  and  honurable ; 
Beed  David  in  his  psalmes,  reed  Senekke. 
My  sone,  8i>ek  nat,  but  with  thyn  heed 

thou  bekke.  346 

Dissimule  aa  thou  were  deef,  if  that  thou 

here 
A  jangler  speke  of  perilous  matere. 
The  Fleming  seith,  and  leme  it,  if  thee 

leste,  349 

That  litel  jangling  oauseth  muchel  reste. 
My  sone,  if  thou  no  wikked  word  hast  seyd, 
Thee  thar  nat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd ; 
But  he  that  hath  misseyd,  I  dar  wel  sajm, 
He  may  by  no  wey  depe  his  word  agayn. 
Thing  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd ;  and  forth  it 

gooth,  (251)  355 

Though  him  repente,  or  be  him  leef  or 

looth. 
He  IB  his  thral  to  whom  that  he  hath  sayd 
A  tale,  of  which  he  is  now  yvel  apayd. 
My  sone,  be  war,  and  be  non  auctonr  newe 
Of  tydinges,  whether  they  ben  false  or 

trewe.  3O0 

Wher-BO  thou  come,  amonges  hjre  or  lowe, 
Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenk  up^n  the 

crowe,' 


Here  is  ended  the  Maunciples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 
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GEOUP  L 

THE   PARSON'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folwetb  the  Prolog  of  the  Persones  Tale. 


Bt  that  the  maiinciple  hadde  his  tale  al 

ended, 
The  Sonne  fro  the  sonth  lyne  vras  de- 
scended 
So  lowe,  that  he  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 
Degree  nyne  and  twenty  as  in  highte.  4 
Fonre  of  the  clokke  it  was  tho,  as  I  gesse : 
For  eleven  foot,  or  litel  more  or  lesse, 
My  shadwe  was  at  thilke  tyme,  as  there, 
Of  swich  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 
In  six  feet  equal  of  proporcionn. 
Ther-with  the  mones  exaltacionn,  10 

I  mene  Libra,  alwey  gan  ascende, 
As  we  were  entringe  at  a  thropes  ende ; 
For  which  onr  host,  as  he  was  wont  to  gye. 
As  in  this  caas,  our  joly  companye, 
Seyde  in  this  wyse,  '  lordings  everichoon, 
Now  lakketh  ns  no  tales  mo  than  oon.  16 
Folfild  is  my  sentence  and  my  decree ; 
I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  ech  degree. 
Almost  fU^ld  is  al  myn  ordinannce ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  yeve  him  right  good 

chaunce,  ao 

That  telleth  this  tale  to  ns  lustily. 
Sir  preest,'  quod  he,  '  artow  a  yicary  ? 
Or  art  a  person  ?  sey  sooth,  by  thy  fey ! 
Be  what  thou  be,  ne  breke  thou  nat  our 

pley; 
For  oveiy  man,  save  thou,  hath  told  his 

tale,  as 

Unbokel,  and  shewe  us  what  is  in  thy  male ; 
For  trowely,  me  thinketh,  by  thy  chere, 
Thou  sholdest  knitte  up  wel  a  greet  matere. 
Tel  us  a  tale  anon,  for  cokkes  bones ! ' 

This  Persone  him  answerde,  al  at  ones, 
'  Thou  getest  fable  noon  y-told  for  me ;  31 
For  Paul,  that  wryteth  unto  Timothee, 
Bepreveth  hem  that  weyven  soothfast- 

nesse, 
Jind  tellen  fables  and  swich  wrecched- 

nesse.  34 

Why  sholde  I  sowen  draf  out  of  my  fast. 
Whan  I  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest  ? 


For  which  I  seye,  if  that  yow  list  to  here 
Moralitee  and  vertuous  matere. 
And  thanne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  audience, 
I  wol  ful  fayn,  at  Cristes  reverence,       40 
Do  yow  plesaunce  leeffril,  as  I  can. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  am  a  Southren  man. 
I  can  nat  geste — rum,  ram,  ruf— by  lettre, 
Ke,  god  wot,  rym  holde  I  but  litel  bettre ; 
And  therfor,  if  yow  list,  I  wol  nat  glose. 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  mery  tale  in  prose      4^ 
To  knitte  up  al  this  feeste,  and  make  an 

ende. 
And  Jesu,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sende 
To  shewe  yow  the  wey,  in  this  viago, 
Of  thilke  parfit  glorious  pilgrimage       50 
That  highte  Jerusalem  celestial. 
And,  if  ye  vouche^auf,  anon  I  shal 
Biginne  upon  my  tale,  for  whiche  I  preye 
Telle  your  avys,  I  can  no  bettre  seye. 
But  nathelees,  this  meditacioun  55 

I  putte  it  ay  under  correocioun 
Of  clerkes,  for  I  am  nat  textuel ; 
I  take  but  the  sentens,  trusteth  weL 
Therfor  I  make  protestacioun 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  correccioun.'  60 

Up-on  this  word  we  han  assented  sone, 
For,  as  us  semed,  it  was  for  to  done, 
To  enden  in  som  vertuous  sentence, 
And  for  to  yeve  him  space  and  audience ; 
And  bede  our  host  he  sholde  to  him 

seye,  65 

That  aUe  we  to  telle  his  tale  him  preye. 

Our  host  hadde  the  wordes  for  us  alle : — 
*Sir  preest,'  quod  he,  *now  fayre  yow 

bifalle! 
Sey  what  yow  list,  and  we  wol  gladly 

here^ — 
And  with  that  word  he  seyde  in  this 

manere —  70 

*  Telleth,'  quod  he,  *  your  meditacioun. 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  Sonne  wol  adoun ; 
Beth  fmctnous,  and  that  in  litel  space. 
And  to  do  wel  god  sende  yow  his  grace ! ' 


Explicit  proheminm. 
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THE   PERSONES   TALE. 


Here  biglimeth  the  Persones  Tale. 


Jer,  (fi.  State  guper  viaa  et  videte  et  inter- 
rogate  de  viit  antiquiB^  que  git  via  bona; 
et  amhuUxte  in  ea,  et  inverUetia  refrifjerium 
ammabuB  veatris,  Ac 

§  1.  Our  swete  lord  god  of  hevene,  that 
no  man  wol  perisse,  but  iirole  that  we 
comen  alio  to  the  knoweleche  of  him, 

'  'j^  and  to  the  blisful  lyf  that  is  perdurable,  / 
amonesteth  us  by  the  prophete  Jeremie, 
that  seith  in  this  wyse :  /  *  stondeth  upon 
the  weyes,  and  seeth  and  azeth  of  olde 
pathes  (that  is  to  seyn,  of  olde  sentences) 
which  is  tide  goode  wey ;  /  and  walketh 
in  that  wey,  and  ye  shul  flnde  refressh^ 
Inge  for  your  soules,'  &c.  /  Manye  been 
the  weyes  espirituels  that  leden  folk  to 
oure  Lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  to  the  regne  of 
glorie,  /  Of  whiche  weyes,  ther  is  a  ful 
noble  wey  and  a  ful  covenable,  which 
may  nat  faile  to  man  ne  to  womman, 
that  thurgh  sinne  hath  misgoon  fro  the 
80  righte  w^  of  Jerusalem  celestial ;  /  and 
this  wey  is  deped  Penitence,  of  which 
man  sholde  gladly  herknen  and  enquere 
with  al  his  herte ;  /  to  witen  what  is 
Penitence,  and  whennes  it  is  oleped  Peni> 
tence,  and  in  how  manye  maneres  been 
tlft  accions  or  werkinges  of  Penitence,  / 
and  how  manye  spyces  ther  been  of  Peni- 
tence,  and  whiche  thinges  apertenen  and 
bihoven  to  Penitence,  and  whiche  thinges 
destourben  Penitence.  / 

§  2.  Seint  Ambrose  seith,  that  *  Peni- 
tence is  the  pleyninge  of  man  for  the 
gilt  that  he  hath  doon,  and  na-more  to 
do  any  thing  for  which  him  oghte  to 

(  >o)  pleyne.'  /  And  som  doctonr  seith :  ^  Peni- 
tence is  the  waymentinge  of  man,  that 
sorweth  for  his  sinne  and  pyneth  him- 
S$  self  for  he  hath  misdoon.'  /  Penitence, 
with  certejme  circumstances,  is  vermy 
jepentanoe  of  a  man  that  halt  him-self 

Z 


in  sorwe  and  other  peyne  for  hise  giltes.  / 
And  for  he  shal  be  verray  penitent,  he 
shal  first  biwailen  the  sinnes  that  he 
hath  doon,  and  stidefastly  purposen  in 
his  herte  to  have  shrift  of  mouthe,  and 
to  doon  satisfaccioun,  /  and  never  to  doon 
thing  for  which  him  <^hte  more  tobiwayle 
or  to  compleyne,  and  to  continue  in  goode 
werkes :  or  elles  his  repentance  may  nat 
availle.  /  For  as  seith  seint  Isidre  :  '  he  is 
a  jai>er  and  a  gabber,  and  no  verray  repen- 
tant, that  eftsoone  dooth  thing,  for  which 
him  oghte  repente.'/  Wepinge,andnatfor 
to  stinte  to  doon  sinne,  may  nat  avayUe.  /  9^ 
But  nathelees,  men  shal  hope  that  every 
tyme  that  man  falleth,  be  it  never  so 
ofte,  that  he  may  arise  thurgh  Penitence, 
if  he  have  grace :  but  certeinly  it  is  greet 
doute.  /  For  as  seith  Seint  Gregorie : '  un- 
nethe  aryseth  he  out  of  sinne,  that  is 
charged  with  the  charge  of  jrvel  usage/  / 
And  therfore  repentant  folk,  that  stinte 
for  to  sinne,  and  forlete  sinne  er  that 
sinne  forlete  hem,  holy  chirche  holdeih 
hem  Biker  of  hir  savacioun.  /  And  he 
that  sinneth,  and  verraily  repenteth  him 
in  his  laste  ende,  holy  chirche  yet  ho])eth 
his  savacioun,  by  the  grete  mercy  of  oure 
lord  Jesu  Crist,  for  his  repentaunce ;  but 
tak  the  siker  wey.  /  (20) 

§  8.  And  now,  sith  I  have  declared 
yow  what  thing  is  Penitence,  now  shul 
ye  understonde  that  ther  been  three 
accions  of  Penitence.  /  The  firste  accion  95 
of  Penitence  is,  that  a  man  be  baptized 
after  that  he  hath  sinned.  /  Seint  Au- 
gustin  seith ;  '  but  he  be  penitent  for  his 
olde  sinfhl  lyf,  he  may  nat  biginne  the 
newe  clene  lif.'/  For  oertes,  if  he  be 
baptised  withouten  penitence  of  his  olde 
gQt,  he  receiveth  the  mark  of  baptisme, 
but  nat  the  grace  ne  the  remission  of  his 
sinnes,  til  he  have  repentance  verray.  / 
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Another  defante  is  this,  that  men  doon 
deedly  sinne  after  that  they  han  received 
haptisme.  /  The  thridde  defante  is,  that 
men  fallen  in  venial  sinnes  afber  hir 
100  baptisme,  fro  day  to  day.  /  Ther-of  seith 
Seint  Angastin,  that  *  penitence  of  goode 
and  hnmble  folk  is  the  penitence  of  every 

§  i.  The  spyces  of  Penitence  been  three. 
That  oon  of  hem  is  solempne,  another  is 
commnne,  and  the  thridde  is  privee.  / 
Thilke  penance  that  is  solempne,  is  in 
two  maneres ;  as  to  be  pnt  ont  of  holy 
chirche  in  lente,  for  slanghtre  of  children, 
and  swich  maner  thing.  /  Another  is, 
whan  a  man  hath  sinned  openly,  of  which 
sinne  the  fame  is  openly  spoken  in  the 
oontree;  and  thanne  holy  chirche  by 
jagement  destreineth  hin&  for  to  do  open 
(30)  penannce.  /  Commnne  penannoe  is  that 
preestes  enjoinen  men  oomanly  in  oerteyn 
caas ;  as  for  to  goon,  peraventnre,  naked 
105  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot.  /  Privee 
penaunce  is  thilke  that  men  doon  alday 
for  privee  sinnes,  of  whiche  we  shryve  ns 
prively  and  receyve  privee  penannce.  / 

§  6.  Now  shaltow  nnderstande  what  is 
bihovely  and  necessarie  to  verray  parfit 
Penitence.  And  this  stant  on  three 
thinges;/  Contrioionn  of  herte,  Con- 
fessionn  of  Month,  and  Satisfaccionn.  / 
For  which  seith  Seint  John  Crisostom : 
*  Penitence  destreyneth  a  man  to  aocepte 
benignely  every  peyne  that  him  is  en- 
jo3med,  with  contricion  of  herte,  and 
shrift  of  month,  with  satisfaccion ;  and 
in  werkinge  of  alle  maner  homilitee.'  / 
And  this  is  froitfdl  Penitence  agayn 
three  thinges  in  whiche  we  wratthe  onre 
no  lord  Jesu  Crist :  /  this  is  to  seyn,  by  delyt 
in  thinkinge,  by  recchelesnesse  in  spek- 
inge,  and  by  wikked  sinfiil  werkinge.  / 
And  agayns  thise  wikkede  giltes  is  Peni- 
tence, that  may  be  lykned  nn-to  a  tree.  / 

§  0.  The  rote  of  this  tree  is  Contricion, 
that  hydeth  him  in  the  herte  of  him  that 
is  verray  repentant,  right  as  the  rote  of 
a  tree  hydeth  him  in  the  erthe.  /  Of  the 
rote  of  Contricion  springeth  a  stalke, 
that  bereth  brannohes  and  leves  of  Con- 
(40)  fession,  and  firuit  of  Satisfaccion.  /    For 


which  Crist  seith  in  his  gospel:  *dooth 
digne  fruit  of  Penitence  * ;    for  by  this 
fruit  may  men  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat 
by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte  of 
man,  ne  by  the  brannohes  ne  by  the 
leves    of   Confession.  /     And    therefore  1 15 
onre  Lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  thus  :  *  by  the 
fruit  of  hem  ye  shnl  knowen  hem.*/     Of 
this  rote  eek  springeth  a  seed  of  grace, 
the  which  seed  is  moder  of  sikemease, 
and  this  seed  is  egre  and  hoot.  /    The 
grace  of  this    seed    springeth    of    god, 
thurgh  remembrance  of  the  day  of  dome 
and  on  the  peynes  of  helle.  /     Of  thiH 
matere  seith  Salomon,  that '  in  the  drede 
of  god  man  forleteth  his  sinne.'  /    The 
hete  of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  god,  and 
the  desiring  of  the  joye   perdurable.  /  lao 
This  hete  draweth  the  herte  of  a  man  to 
god,  and  dooth  him  haten  his  sinne.  / 
For  Boothly,  ther  is  no-thing  that  savour- 
eth  so  wel  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his 
norice,  ne  no-thing  is  to  him  more  abho- 
minable  than   thilke   milk  whan   it   is 
medled  with  other  mete.  /     Right  so  the 
sinful  man  that  loveth  his  sinne,   him 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  most  swete  of 
any-thing;/    but    fro    that   tyme    that 
he  loveth  sadly  our  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and 
desireth  the  lif  i)erdurable,  ther  nia  to 
him  no-thing  more  abhominable.  /     For  (50) 
soothly,  the  lawe  of  god  is  the  love  of 
god ;  for  which  David  the  propheto  seith  : 
*  I  have  loved  thy  lawe  and  hated  wikked- 
nesse  and  hate';   he    that   loveth    god 
kepeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.  /     This  125 
tree  saugh  the  prophete  Daniel  in  spil^, 
up-on  the  avision  of  the  king   Nabogo- 
donoflor,  whan  he  oonseiled  him  to   do 
penitence.  /    Penaunce  is  the  tree  of  lyf 
to  hem  that  it  receiven,  and  he   that 
holdeth    him    in    verray   penitence     is 
blessed ;  after  the  sentence  of  Salomon.  / 
§  7.  In  this   Penitence  or  Contricion 
man    shal   understonde    foure    thinges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  what  is  Contricion  :  and 
whiche  been  the  causes  that  moeven  a 
man  to  Contricion :  and  how  he  skolde 
be  contrit :  and  what  Contricion  avaiUeth 
to  the  soule.  /    Thanne  is  it  thna  :  that 
Contricion  is  the  verray  aorwe   that   a 
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man  receiveth  in  his  herte  for  his  sinnes, 
with  sad  pnrpos  to  shiyve  him,  and  to 
dopenaonce,  and  nevermore  to  dosinne./ 
And  this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  manere, 
as  seith  seint  Bernard :  *  it  shal  been 
hevy  and  grevons,  and  Ail  sharpe  and 

130  iMinant  in  herte.'  /  First,  for  man  hath 
agilt  his  lord  and  his  creatonr ;  and  more 
sharpe  and  poinant,  for  he  hath  agilt  his 
fader  celestial ;  /  and  yet  more  sharpe 
and  poinant,  for  he  hath  wrathed  and 
agilt  him  that  boghte  him ;  which  with 
his  precious  blood  hath  delivered  ns  fro 
the  bondes  of  sinne,  and  fro  the  crael- 
tee  of  the  devel  and  fro  the  peynes  of 
belle./ 

§  8.  The  causes  that  oghto  moeve  a 
man  to  Contricion  been  six.  First,  a 
num  shal  remembre  him  of  hise  sinnes ;  / 
bat  loke  he  that  thiUce  remembrance  ne 
be  to  him  no  delyt  by  no  wey,  bnt  greet 
shame  and  sorwe  for  his  gilt.  For  Job 
seith :  *  sinftd  men  doon  werkes  worthy 

(60)  of  Confession.*  /  And  therfore  seith 
Fzechie  :  *  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf,  in  bittemesse  of  myn 

135  herte.*  /  And  god  seith  in  the  Apocalips : 
*  remembreth  yow  fro  whennes  that  ye 
been  falle  * ;  for  bifom  that  tyme  that  ye 
sinned,  ye  were  the  children  of  god,  and 
limes  of  the  regne  of  god ;  /  but  for  yonr 
sinne  ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foal,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aongeli, 
sdanndre  of  holy  chirche,  and  fode  of 
the  false  serpent;  perpetael  matere  of 
the  fyr  of  helle.  /  And  yet  more  fool 
and  abhominable,  for  ye  trespassen  so 
ofte  tyme,  as  doth  the  hoand  that  re- 
tonmeth  to  eten  his  spewing.  /  And 
yet  be  ye  fooler  for  yoor  longe  eon- 
tinning  in  sinne  and  your  sinful  usage, 
for  which  ye  be  roten  in  your  sinne, 
as  a  beest  in  his  dong.  /  Swiche  manere 
of  thoghtes  maken  a  man  to  have  shame 
of  his  sinne,  and  no  delyt,  as  god  seith 

140  by  the  prophete  Esecbiel :  /  *  ye  shal 
remembre  yow  of  youre  weyes,  and  they 
shuln  displese  yow.*  Sothly,  sinnes  been 
the  woyes  that  leden  folk  to  helle.  / 

§  9.  The  seoonde  cause  that  oghte  make 
a  man  to  have  desdeyn  of  sinne  is  this : 


that,  as  seith  seint  Peter,  *who-so  that 
doth  sinne  is  thral  of  sinne ' ;  and  sinne 
put  a  man  in  greet  thraldom.  /  And 
therfore  seith  the  prophete  Eisechiel : 
*  I  wente  sorweful  in  desdayn  of  my-self.* 
And  ceftes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn of  sinne,  and  withdrawe  him  from 
that  thraldom  and  vileinye.  /  And  lo,  what 
seith  Seneca  in  this  matere.  He  seith 
thus :  '  though  I  wiste  that  neither  god 
ne  man  ne  sholde  nevere  knowe  it,  yet 
wolde  I  have  desdayn  for  to  do  sinne.*  /  (70) 
And  the  sune  Seneca  also  seith  :  *  I  am 
bom  to  gretter  thinges  than  to  be  thral 
to  my  body,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thral*  /  Ne  a  fouler  thral  may  145 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his  body, 
than  for  to  yeven  his  body  to  sinne.  / 
Al  were  it  the  fouleste  cherl,  or  the  foul- 
este  womman  that  liveth,  and  leest  of 
value,  yet  is  he  thanne  more  foule  and 
more  in  servitute.  /  Evere  fro  the  hyer 
degree  that  man  falleth,  the  more  is  he 
thral,  and  more  to  god  and  to  the  world 
vile  and  abhominable.  /  O  gode  god, 
wel  oghte  man  have  desdayn  of  sinne ;  sith 
that,  thurgh  sinne,  ther  he  was  free,  now 
is  he  maked  bonde.  /  And  therfore  seyth 
Seint  Augnstin  :  *  if  thou  hast  desdayn 
of  thy  servant,  if  he  agilte  or  sinne, 
have  thou  thanne  desdayn  that  thou 
thy-selfsholdest  do  sinne.*/  Take  reward  150 
of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be  to  foul  to 
thy'Self.  /  Alias !  wel  oghten  they  thanne 
have  desdayn  to  been  servaunts  and 
thralles  to  sinne,  and  sore  been  ashamed 
of  hem-self,  /  that  god  of  his  endelees 
goodnesse  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  estaat, 
or  yeven  hem  wit,  strengthe  of  body,  hele, 
beautee,  prosperitee,  /  and  boghte  hem 
fro  the  deeth  with  his  herte  blood,  that 
they  so  unkindely,  agajms  his  gentilesse, 
quyten  him  so  vileinsly,  to  slanghtre  of 
hir  owene  soules.  /  O  gode  god,  ye  (80) 
wommen  that  been  of  so  greet  beautee, 
remembreth  yow  of  the  proverbe  of 
Salomon,  that  seith :  /  *  he  lykneth  a  155 
fair  womman,  that  is  a  fool  of  hir  body, 
lyk  to  a  ring  of  gold  that  were  in  the 
groyn  of  a  sowe.*  /  For  right  as  a  sowe 
wzoteth  in  everich  ordure,  so  wroteth 
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bIig  hir  beaatee  in  tho  stinkinge  ordore 
of  sinne.  / 

§  10.  The  thxidde  cause  that  oghte 
moeve  a  man  to  Contrioionf  ia  drede  of 
the  day  of  dome,  and  of  the  horrible 
po3mo8  of  helle.  /  For  as  seint  Jerome 
seith :  *  at  eveiy  tymo  that  me  remem- 
breth  of  the  day  of  dome,  I  qnake ;  /  for 
whan  I  ete  or  drinke,  or  what-so  that 
I  do,  evere  semeth  me  that  the  trompe 

ifio  sowneth  in  myn  ere :  /  riseth  up,  ye  that 
been  dede,  and  cometh  to  the  jngement. */ 
O  gode  god,  mnohel  oghte  a  man  to  drede 
swich  a  jugement,  *  ther-as  we  shnllen 
boon  alle,*  as  seint  Ponl  seith,  *  bifom  the 
sete  of  oore  lord  Jesu  Crist  *  *,  /  wher-as 
he  shal  make  a  general  congregacion, 
wher-as  no  man  may  been  absents  /  For 
certes,  there  availleth  noon  essoyne  ne 
(90)  oxcnsaoion«  /  And  nat  only  that  onre 
defautes  shnllen  be  jnged,  bnt  eek  that 

165  olleonre  werkes  shnllen  openly  be  knowe./ 
And  as  seith  Seint  Bernard :  *  ther  ne 
shal  no  pledinge  availle,  ne  no  sleighte ; 
wo  shnllen  yeven  rekeninge  of  everich 
ydel  word.*/  Ther  shnl  we  han  a  jnge 
that  may  nat  been  deceived  ne  oorrapt. 
And  why?  For,  certes,  alle  our  thoghtes 
been  discoyered  as  to  him ;  ne  for  preyere 
ne  for  mede  he  shal  nat  been  corrupt.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Salomon :  *  the  wratthe 
of  god  ne  wol  nat  spare  no  wight,  for 
preyere  ne  for  yifte';  and  therfore,  at 
the  day  of  doom,  th^  nis  noon  hope  to 
escape.  /  Wherfore,  as  seith  Seint 
Anselm:  *ful  greet  angwissh  shul  the 
sinful  folk  have  at  that  tyme;/  ther 
shal  the  steme  and  wrothe  jnge  sitte 
above,  and  under  him  the  hoixible  put 
of  helle  open  to  destroyen  him  that  moot 
biknowen  hise  sinnes,  whiche  sinnes 
openly  been  shewed  bifom  god  and  bi- 

170  fom  eyeiy  creature.  /  And  on  the  left 
syde,  mo  develes  than  herte  may  bithinke, 
for  to  harie  and  drawe  the  sinful  soules 
to  the  pyne  of  helle.  /  And  with-inne 
the  hertes  of  folk  shal  be  the  bytinge 
conscience,  and  with-oute-forth  shal  be 
the  world  al  brenninge.  /  Whider  shal 
thanne  the  wreoohed  sixiftd  man  flee  to 
hydenhim?    Certes,  he  may  nat  hyden 


him ;  he  moste  come  forth  and  shewen 
him.'/  For  certes,  as  seith  seint  Jerome: 
*  the  erthe  shal  casten  him  out  of  him, 
and  the  see  also ;  and  the  eyr  also,  that 
shal  be  fnl  of  thonder-clappes  and  light- 
ninges.'/  Now  sothly,  who-so  wel  re- (100) 
membreth  him  of  thise  thinges,  I  gesse 
that  his  sinne  shal  nat  tnme  him  in-to 
delyty  but  to  greet  sorwe,  for  drede  of  the 
peyne  of  helle.  /  And  therfore  seith  Job  175 
to  god :  *  suffre,  lord,  that  I  may  a  whyle 
biwaiUe  and  wepe,  er  I  go  with-onte 
returning  to  the  derke  lond,  covered  with 
tiie  derknesse  of  deeth  ;  /  to  the  lond  of 
misese  and  of  derknesse,  where-as  is  the 
shadwe  of  deeth  ;  where^as  ther  is  noon 
ordre  or  ordinance,  but  grisly  drede  that 
evere  shal  lasted'  /  Lo,  here  may  ye  seen 
that  Job  preyde  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  waiUe  his  trespas;  for  soothly  oon 
day  of  respyt  is  bettre  than  al  the  tresor 
of  the  world.  /  And  for-as-muche  as 
a  man  may  acquiten  him-eelf  bifom  god 
by  penitence  in  this  world,  and  nat  by 
tresor,  therfore  sholde  he  preye  to  god 
to  yeve  him  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  biwaillen  his  trespas.  /  For  certes, 
al  tiie  sorwe  that  a  man  mighte  make 
fro  the  beginning  of  the  world,  nis  but 
a  litel  thing  at  regard  of  the  sorwe  of 
helle.  /  The  cause  why  that  Job  clepeth  180 
helle  *the  lond  of  derknesse';/  under- 
stondeth  that  he  clepeth  it  Uonde*  or 
erthe,  for  it  is  stable,  and  nevere  shal 
faille ;  *  derk,'  for  he  that  is  in  helle  hath 
defaute  of  light  material  /  For  certes, 
the  derke  light,  that  shal  oome  out  of  the 
fyr  that  evere  shal  brenne,  shal  tnme 
him  al  to  peyne  that  is  in  helle ;  for  it 
sheweth  him  to  the  horrible  develea  that 
him  tormenten./  *  Covered  with  the 
derknesse  of  deeth ' :  that  is  to  seyn,  that 
he  that  is  in  helle  shal  have  dofaute  of 
the  sighte  of  god ;  for  oertes,  the  sighte 
of  god  is  the  lyf  perdurable./  *  The  (no) 
derknesse  of  dee^ '  been  the  sinnee  that 
the  wreoched  man  hath  doon,  whiohe 
that  destonrben  him  to  see  the  face  of 
god ;  right  as  doth  a  derk  doude  bitwixe 
us  and  the  sonne.  /  *  Lond  of  miaeae ' :  /  1S5 
by-cause  that  ther  been  three  maaevea 
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of  defantes,  agayn  three  thinges  that  folk 
of  this  world  han  in  this  present  lyf, 
that  is  to  seyn,  honours,  delyces,  and 
richesses.  /    Agayns  honour,  have  they 
in  helle  shame  and  conftision.  /    Forwel 
yo  woot  that  men  clepen  *  honour'  the 
reverence  that  man  doth  to  man ;  but  in 
helle  is  noon  honour  ne  reverence.    For 
oertes,  na-more  reverence  shal  be  doon 
there  to  a  king  than  to  a  knave.  /    For 
which  god  seith  by  the  propheto  Jeremye : 
'  thilke  folk  that  me  despysen  shul  been 
in  despyt.'/    *  Honour'   is   eek    deped 
greet  lordshipe ;  ther  shal  no  man  serven 
other  but  of  harm  and  torment.  *  Honour ' 
is  eek  cleped  greet  dignitee  and  heigh- 
nesse;  but  in  heUe  shul  they  been  al 
190  fortroden  of  develes.  /    And  god  seith : 
Hhe  horrible  develes  shulle  goon  and 
oomen  up-on  the  hevedes  of  the  dampned 
folk.'    And  this  is  for-«»-muche  as,  the 
hyer  that  they  were  in  this  present  lyf, 
the  more  shulle  they  been  abated  and 
defouled  in  helle.  /   Agayns  the  richesses 
of  this  world,  shul  they  han  misese  of 
poverte ;  and  this  poverte  shal  been  in 
foure  thinges :  /  in  defaute  of  tresor,  of 
which  that  David  seith ;  *  the  riche  folk, 
that  embraceden  and  oneden  al  hir  herte 
to  tresor  of  this  world,  shul  slepe  in  the 
slepinge  of  deeth ;  and  no-thing  ne  shul 
they  finden   in    hir   handes  of  al  hir 
tresor.'.  /    And  more-over,  the  misetse  of 
helle  shal  been  in  defaute  of  mete  and 
(110)  drinke.  /    For  god  seith  thus  by  M^yses  ; 
*  they  shul  been  wasted  with  hunger,  and 
the  briddes  of  heUe  shul  devouren  hem 
with  bitter  deeth,  and  the  gaUe  of  the 
dragon  shal  been  hir  drinke,  and  the 
195  venim  of  the  dragon  hir  morsels.'  /    And 
fortherniver,  hir  miseise    shal  been   in 
de&ute  of  clothing:  for  they  shnUe  be 
naked  in  body  as  of  clothing,  save  the  fyr 
in  which  they  brenne  and  othere  filthes ;  / 
and  naked  shul  they  been  of  soule,  of  aUie 
manere  vertues,  which  that  is  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  soule.  Where  been  thanne  the 
gaye  robes  and  the  sofbe  shetes  and  the 
smale  shertes  ?  /    Lo,  what  seith  god  of 
hem  by  the  prophete  Isaye :  *  that  under 
hem  shul  been  strawed  motthes,  and  hir 


covertures   shulle   been   of  wormes   of 
heUe.'  /    And  forther-over,  hir  miseise 
shal  been  in  defaute  of  freendes ;  for  he 
nis  nat  povre  that  hath  goods  f^ndes, 
but  there  is  no  freend ;  /  for  neither  god 
ne  no  creature  shal  been  fireend  to  hem, 
and  everich  of  hem  shal  haten    other 
with  deedly  hate.  /     *Tho  sones  and  the  100 
doghtren  shuUen  rebellen  agayns  flEKler 
and  mooder,  and  kinrede  agayns  kinrede, 
and  chyden  and  despysen  everich  of  hem 
other,'  bothe  day  and  night,  as  god  seith 
by  the  prophete    Michias.  /      And    the 
lovingo  children,  that  whylom  loveden 
so  fleshly  everich  other,  wolden  everich 
of  hem  eten  other  if  they  migfate.  /    For 
how  sholden  they  love  hem  togidre  in  the 
peyne  of  helle,  whan  they  hated  ech  of 
hem  other  in  the  prosperitee  of  this  lyf  ?  / 
For  truste  wel,  hir  fleshly  love  was  deedly 
hate ;  as  seith  the  prophete  David :  *■  who- 
so that  loveth  wikkednesse  he  hateth  his 
soule.*  /    And  who-so  hateth  his  owene  (i^) 
soule,  certes,  he  may  love  noon  other 
wight  in  no  manere.  /    And  therefore,  205 
in  helle  is  no  solas  ne  no  firendshipe,  but 
evere  the  more  fleshly  kinredes  that  been 
in  hello,  the  more  cursinges,  the  more 
chydinges,  and  the  more  deedly  hate  ther 
is  among  hem.  /    And  forther-over,  they 
shul  have  defaute  of  alle  manere  delyces ; 
for  oertes,  delyces  been  after  the  appe- 
tytes  of  the  fyve  wittes,  as  sighte,  heringe, 
smell  inge,  savoringe,    and   touchinge.  / 
But  in  helle  hir  sighte  shal  be  ftil  of 
derknease  and  of  smoke,  and  therfore  ful 
of  teres ;  and  hir  heringe,  ful  of  way- 
mentinge  and  of  grintinge  of  teeth,  as 
seith  Jesu  Crist ;  /  hir  noset  hirles  shullen 
be  ful  of  stinkinge  stink.    And  as  seith 
Isaye  the  prophete:  ^hir  savoring  shal 
be  fhl  of  bitter  galle.*  /    And  touchinge 
of  al  hir  body,  y-covered  with  *•  fyr  that 
nevere  shal  quenohe,  and  with  wormes 
that  nevere  shul  dyen,'  as  god  seith  by 
the  mouth  of  Isaye.  /    And  for-as-muohe  a  10 
as  they  shul  nat  wene  that  they  may 
dyen  for  peyne,  and  by  hir  deeth  flee 
fro  peyne,  that  may  they  understonden 
by  the  word  of  Job,  that  seith  :  *  ther-as 
is  the  shadwe   of  deeth.'  /     Certes,  a 
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Bhadwe  hath  the  lyknesse  of  the  thiii^ 
of  which  it  is  shadwe,  bat  shadwe  is  nat 
the  same  thing  of  which  it  is  shadwe.  / 
Right  so  fareth  the  peyne  of  helle ;  it  is 
lyk  deeth  for  the  horrible  angnisBh,  and 
why?  For  it  peyneth  hem  eyere,  as 
though  they  sholde  dye  anon  ;  bnt  eertes 
they  shal  nat  dye.  /  For  as  Aeith  Seint 
Gregorie:  *to  wrecche  caytiyes  shal  be 
deeth  with-oute  deeth,  and  ende  with- 
onten  ende,  and  defante  with-oute  fail- 
(140)  inge.  /  For  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  liven, 
ajid  hir  ende  shal  everemo  biginne,  and 

415  hir  de&nte  shal  nat  faille.'  /  And  ther- 
fore  seith  Seint  John  the  Eyangelist: 
*  they  stinll^^Ti  folwe  deeth,  and  they  shnl 
nat  flnde  him ;  and  they  shtd  de«3nren 
to  dye,  and  deeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.'  / 
And  eek  Job  seith:  that  *in  helle  is 
noon  ordre  of  role.'/  And  al-be-it  so 
that  god  hath  creat  alio  thinges  in  right 
ordre,  and  no-thing  with-outen  ordre, 
bnt  alle  thinges  been  ordeyned  and  nom> 
bred ;  yet  nathelees  they  that  been 
dampned  been  no-thing  in  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre.  /  For  the  erthe  ne 
shal  here  hem  no  fruit.  /  For,  as  the 
prophete  David  seith :  *  god  shal  destroye 
the  froit  of  the  erthe  as  fro  hem';  ne 
water  ne  shal  yeve  hem  no  moisture ;  ne 

920  the  eyr  no  refresshing,  ne  fyr  no  light.  / 
For  as  seith  seint  Basilie :  '  the  brenninge 
of  the  fyr  of  this  world  shal  god  yeven  in 
helle  to  hem  that  been  dampned  ;  /  but 
the  light  and  the  deemesse  shal  be  yevm 
in  hevene  to  hise  children ';  right  as  the 
gode  man  yeveth  flesh  to  hise  children, 
and  bones  to  his  houndes.  /  And  for 
they  shullen  have  noon  hope  to  escape, 
seith  seint  Job  atte  laste:  that  *ther 
shal  horrour  and  grisly  drede  dwellen 
with-outen  ende.'/  Horrour  is  alw^ 
drede  of  harm  that  is  to  come,  and  this 
drede  shal  evere  dwelle  in  the  hertes  of 
hem  that  been  dampned.  And  therefore 
han  they  lorn  al  hir  hope,  for  sevene 
(150)  causes.  /  First,  for  god  that  is  hir  juge 
shal  be  with-outen  mercy  to  hem ;  ne 
they  may  nat  plese  >»*"^t  ne  noon  of  hise 
halwes ;   ne  they  ne  may  yeve  no-thing 

aas  for  hir  raunson  ;  /  ne  they  have  no  vois 


to  speke  to  him ;  ne  they  may  nat  flee 
fro  peyne ;  ne  they  have  no  goodnesse  in 
hem,  that  they  mowe  shewe  to  delivere 
hem  firo  pej^e.  /  And  therfore  seith 
Salomon:  *the  wikked  man  dyeth;  and 
whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  have  noon  hope 
to  escape  f^o  peyne.'  /  Who-00  thanne 
wolde  wel  understande  these  peynea,  and 
bithinke  him  weel  that  he  hath  deserved 
tbilke  peynes  for  his  sinnes,  oertes,  he 
sholde  have  more  talent  to  syken  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  singen  and  to  plejre.  / 
For  as  that  seith  Salomon :  ^  who-so  that 
hadde  the  science  to  knowe  the  peynes 
that  been  establissed  and  ordeyned  for 
sinne,  he  wolde  make  sorwe.'  /  *  Thilke 
science,'  as  seith  seint  Augustin,  *  maketh 
a  man  to  waymenten  in  his  herte.'  /  330 

§  11.  The  f6urthe  point,  that  oghte 
maken  a  man  to  have  contricion,  is  the 
sorwefhl  remembrance  of  the  good  that 
he  hath  left  to  doon  here  in  erthe  ;  and 
eek  the  good  that  he  hath  lorn.  /  Soothly, 
the  gode  werkes  that  he  hath  left,  onther 
th^  been  the  gode  werkes  tiiat  he 
wroghte  er  he  fel  in-to  deedly  sinne,  or 
elles  the  gode  werkes  that  he  wroghte 
while  he  lay  in  sinne.  /  Soothly,  the 
gode  werkes,  that  he  dide  bifom  that  he 
fil  in  sinne,  been  al  mortified  and  astoned 
and  dulled  by  the  ofte  sinning.  /  The 
othere  gode  werkes,  that  he  wroghte 
whyl  he  lay  in  deedly  sinne,  they  been 
outrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdaralAe  in 
hevene.  /  Thanne  thilke  gode  werkes  (160) 
that  been  mortified  by  ofte  sinning, 
whiche  gode  werkes  he  dide  whyl  he  was 
in  oharitee,  ne  mowe  nevere  quiken  agayn 
with-outen  verray  penitence.  /  And  ther>  s^ 
of  seith  god,  l^  the  mouth  of  Eaechiel : 
that,  *  if  the  rightfUl  man  retume  agayn 
from  his  rightwisnesse  and  werke  wikked- 
nesse,  shal  he  Uve  ?'  /  Nay ;  for  aUe  the 
gode  werkes  that  he  hath  wroght  ne  shia 
nevere  been  in  remembrance ;  for  he  »>^^1 
dyen  in  his  sinne.  /  And  up-on  thilke 
chapitre  seith  seint  Gregorie  thus  :  » that 
we  shulle  understonde  this  principally;  / 
that  whan  we  doon  deedly  sinne,  it  'is 
for  noght  thanne  to  rehercen  or  drawen 
in-to  memorie  the  gode  werkes  that  we 
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han  vroght  bifom.'  /  For  certes,  in  the 
verkinge  of  the  deedly  siniie,  ther  is  no 
trust  to  no  good  -werk  that  we  han  doon 
bifom ;  that  is  to  seyn,  as  for  to  have 

340  therby  the  lyf  perdurable  in  hevene.  / 
Bnt  nathelees,  the  gode  werkes  qniken 
agayn,  and  comen  agajm,  and  helpen, 
and  availlen  to  have  the  lyf  perdurable 
in  hevene,  whan  we  han  contrioion.  / 
But  soothly,  the  gode  werkes  that  men 
doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly  sinne, 
for-as-mnche  as  they  were  doon  in  deedly 
sinne,  they  may  neyere  quiken  agayn.  / 
For  certes,  thing  that  nevere  hadde  lyf 
may  nevere  quikene;  and  nathelees,  al- 
bo-it  that  they  ne  availle  noght  to  han 
the  lyf  i>erdnrabl6,  yet  availlen  they  to 
abregge  of  the  peyne  of  helle,  or  elles  to 
geten  temporal  riohesso,  /  or  elles  that 
god  wole  the  rather  enlumine  and  lightne 
the  herte  of  the  sinful  man  to  have 
(170)  repentance ;  /  and  eek  they  availlen  for 
to  usen  a  man  to  doon  gode  werkes,  that 
the  feend  have  the  lasse  power  of  his 

24$  soule.  /  And  thus  the  curteis  lord  Jesn 
Crist  wole  that  no  good  werk  be  lost ; 
for  in  somwhat  it  shal  availle.  /  But 
for-as-muche  as  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  good  lyf, 
been  al  mortified  by  sinne  folwinge ;  and 
eek,  sith  that  alle  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly 
synne,  been  outrely  dede  as  for  to  have 
tho  lyf  perdurable ;  /  wel  may  that  man, 
that  no  good  werke  ne  dooth,  singe  thilke 
newe  Frenshe  song :  '  Jay  tout  perdu  mon 
tempt  et  mon  labour.*  /  For  certes,  sinne 
bireveth  a  man  bothe  goodnesse  of  nature 
and  eek  the  goodnesse  of  grace.  /  For 
soothly,  the  grace  of  the  holy  goost 
fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  may  nat  been  ydel ; 
for  fyr  faileth  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his 
wirkinge,  and   right    so    grace   fayleth 

350  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his  werkinge.  / 
Than  leseth  the  sinful  man  the  goodnesse 
of  glorie,  that  only  is  bihight  to  gode 
men  that  labouren  and  werken.  /  Wel 
may  he  be  sory  thanne,  that  oweth  al 
his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  hath  lived, 
and  eek  as  longe  as  he  shal  live,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his  dette 


to  god,  to  whom  he  oweth  al  his  lyf.  / 
For  trust  wel,  *  he  shal  yeven  aconntes,* 
as  seith  seint  Bernard,  *  of  alle  the  godes 
that  han  be  yeven  hinx  in  this  present 
lyf,  and  how  he  hath  hem  despended ;  / 
in  so  mnche  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse  an 
heer  of  his  heed,  ne  a  moment  of  an 
houre  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his  tyme^ 
that  he  ne  shal  yeve  of  it  a  rekening.'  /     (180) 

§  12.  The  flfthe  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  oontricion,  is  remembrance  of 
the  passion  that  ouro  lord  Jesu  Crist 
suiFred  for  oure  sinnes.  /  For,  as  seith  355 
seint  Bernard :  *•  whyl  that  I  live,  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 
oure  lord  Crist  suffred  in  preching ;  /  his 
werinesse  in  travailling,  hise  temptacions 
whan  he  fasted,  hise  longe  wakinges 
whan  he  preyde,  hise  teres  whan  that 
he  weep  for  pitee  of  good  peple ;  /  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  seyden  to  him ;  of  the  foule  spitting 
that  men  spitte  in  his  face,  of  tho 
buifettes  that  men  yaven  him,  of  the 
foule  mowes,  and  of  the  reproves  that 
men  to  him  seyden  ;  /  of  the  noyles  with 
whiche  he  was  nailed  to  the  croys,  and 
of  al  the  remenant  of  his  passion  that  he 
sui&ed  for  my  sinnes,  and  no-thing  for 
his  gilt.'/  And  ye  shal  understonde, 
that  in  mannes  sinne  is  every  manere  of 
ordre  or  ordinance  turned  up-so-doun.  /  260 
For  it  is  sooth,  that  god,  and  reson,  and 
sensualitee,  and  the  body  of  man  been  so 
ordeyned,  that  everich  of  thise  fonre 
thinges  sholde  have  lordshipe  over  that 
other ;  /  as  thus  :  god  sholde  have  lord- 
shipe over  reson,  and  reson  over  sensu- 
alitee, and  sensualitee  over  the  body  of 
man.  /  But  sothly,  whan  man  sinneth, 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  turned 
up-so-doun.  /  And  therfore  thanne,  for- 
as-muche  as  the  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
be  subget  ne  obeisant  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lord- 
shipe that  it  sholde  have  over  sensualitee, 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  /  And  (ic^) 
why?  For  sensualitee  reboUeth  thanne 
agayns  reson ;  and  by  that  wey  leseth 
reson  the  lordshipe  over  sensualitee  and 
over  the  body.  /    For  right  as  reson  Ib  ^5 
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rebel  to  god,  right  so  is  bothe  sensnalitee 
rebel  to  reson  and  the  body  also.  /  And 
certes,  this  disordinanoe  and  this  re- 
bellion oore  lord  Jesa  Crist  aboghte 
np-on  his  preoions  body  fhl  dere,  and 
herkneth  in  which  wyse.  /  For-as-muche 
thanne  as  reson  is  rebel  to  god,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  sorwe  and  to  be 
deed.  /  This  snf&ed  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist 
for  man,  after  that  he  hadde  be  bitraysed 
of  his  disciple,  and  distreyned  and 
bonnde,  *so  that  his  blood  brast  out  at 
every  nail  of  hise  handes,'  as  seith  seint 
Angnstin.  /  And  fortherK>ver,  for-as- 
muchel  as  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
dannte  sensnalitee  whan  it  may,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  shame ;  and  this 
snffired  oore  lord  Jesa  Grist  for  man, 
370  whan  they  spetten  in  his  visage.  /  And 
forther-over,  for-as-maohel  thanne  as  the 
caitif  body  of  man  is  rebel  bothe  to  reson 
and  to  sensnalitee,  therfore  is  it  worthy 
the  deeih.  /  And  this  soffired  oore  lord 
Jesa  Crist  for  man  apon  the  croys, 
where-as  ther  was  no  part  of  his  body 
free,  with-onten  greet  peyne  and  bitter 
pamion.  /  And  al  this  soffred  Jesa 
Crist,  that  nevere  forfeted.  And  therfore 
resonably  may  be  seyd  of  Jesa  in  this 
manere:  *to  maohel  un  I  peyned  for 
the  thinges  that  I  nevere  deserved,  and 
to  macho  defooled  for  shendshipe  that 
man  is  worthy  to  have.'  /  And  therfore 
may  the  sinfiil  man  wel  seye,  as  seith 
seint  Bernard:  ^aoorsed  be  the  bitter- 
nesse  of  my  sinne,  for  which  ther  moete 
(aoo)  be  saffi^  so  machel  bittemesse.'  /  For 
certes,  after  the  diverse  discordances  of 
oore  wikkednesses,  was  the  passion  of 
^75  Jesa  Crist  ordeyned  in  diverse  thinges,  / 
as  thos.  Certes,  sinfol  mannes  soole  is 
bitraysed  of  the  devel  by  coveitise  of 
temporel  prosperitee,  and  scorned  by 
deceite  whan  he  cheseth  fleshly  delyoes ; 
and  yet  is  it  tormentod  by  inpacience  of 
adversitee,  and  bispet  by  servage  and 
sabjeocion  of  sinne ;  and  atte  laste  it  is 
elayn  fynally.  /  For  this  disordinaunce 
of  sinihl  man  was  Jesa  Crist  first  bi- 
traysed, and  after  that  was  he  boonde, 
that  "^^  for  to  nnbynden  ns  of  sinne 


and  peyne.  /  Thanne  was  he  bisoomed, 
that  only  riiolde  han  been  hononred  in 
alle  thinges  and  of  alle  thinges.  /  Thanne 
was  his  visage,  that  oghte  be  desired 
to  be  seyn  of  al  man-kinde,  in  which 
visage  aongels  desyren  to  looke,  vileynsly 
bispet.  /  Thanne  was  he  scoarged  that 
no-thing  hadde  agilt ;  and  fynally,  thanne 
was  he  oracified  and  slayn.  /  Thanne  280 
was  acompliced  the  word  of  Isaye :  *  he 
was  wounded  for  oare  misdedes,  and 
defoaled  for  oare  felonies.*  /  Now  sith 
that  Jesa  Crist  took  ap-on  him-self  the 
peyne  of  alle  oare  wikkednesses,  machel 
oghte  sinfU  man  wepen  and  biwayle, 
that  for  hise  sinnes  goddes  sone  of 
hevene  sholde  al  this  peyne  endare.  / 

§  18.  The  sixte  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  the  hope  of  three 
thynges;  that  is  to  seyn,  forsdfoesse  of 
sinne,  and  the  yifte  of  grace  wel  for  to 
do,  and  the  glorie  of  hevene,  with  which 
god  shal  gaerdone  a  man  for  hise  gode 
dedes.  /    And  for-as-mache  as  Jesn  Crist 
yeveth  as  thise  yiftes  of  hjs  largesse  and 
of  his  sovereyn  boantee,  therfore  is  he 
deped  Jegus  Nazarenug  rex  Judeorum,  /  (210) 
Jesos  is  to  seyn  *saveoar'  or  '  salvacion,* 
on  whom  men  shol  hope  to  have  foryi^ 
nesse  of  sinnes,  which  that  is  proprely 
salvacion  of  sinnes.  /  And  therfore  seyde'  285 
the  aangel  to  Joseph  :  *  thon  shalt  depen 
his  name  Jesos,  that  shal  saven  his  peple 
of  hir  sinnes.*  /    And  heer^f  seith  seint 
Peter :  *  ther  is  noon  other  name  under 
hevene  that  is  yeve  to  any  man,  by  which 
a  man  may  be  saved,  bat  only  Jesos.*  / 
Nazarenut  is  as  moche  for  to  seye    as 
( florisshinge,*  in  which  a  man  shal  hope, 
that  he  that  yeveth  him  remission  of 
sinnes  shal  3reve  him  eek  grace  wel  for  to 
do.     For  in  the  floor  is  hope  of  froit  in 
tyme  cominge;    and    in    foryifnesse    of 
sinnes  hope  of  grace  wel  for  to   do.  / 
*  I  was  atte  'dore  of  thyn  herte,*  seith 
Jesus,  *  and  deped  for  to  entre  ;  he  that 
openeth  to  me  shal  have  foryifnesse  of 
sinne./    I  wol  entre  in-to  him  by  my 
grace,  and  soope  with  him,'  by  the  goode 
werkes  that  he  shal  doon  ;  whicfae  werkes 
been  the  foode  of  god ;    'and  he  shal 
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Boape  ynih.  me/  by  the  g;rete  joye  that 
490  I  ahal  yeven  him.  /  Thus  shal  man  hope, 
for  hifle  werkee  of  penannoe,  that  god 
shall  yeyen  him  hia  regno ;  as  he  bihoteth 
him  in  the  goepeL  / 

§  14.  Now  Bhal  a  man  nnderatondef  in 
which  manere  shal  been  his  contricion. 
I  seye,  that  it  shal  been  nnivezaal  and 
total;  thia  is  to  s^yn,  a  man  shal  be 
verray  repentant  for  alle  hise  sinnes  that 
he  hath  doon  in  delyt  of  his  thoght ;  for 
delyt  is  fol  perilous.  /  For  ther  been 
two  manere  of  consentinges ;  that  oon  of 
hem  is  oleped  oonsentinge  of  affeccion, 
whan  a  man  is  moeved  to  do  sinne,  and 
delyteth  him  longe  for  to  thinke  on  that 
sinne  ;  /  and  his  reson  aperoesrveth  it 
wel,  that  it  is  sinne  agayns  the  lawe  of 
god,  and  yet  his  reson  refreyneth  nat  his 
foul  delyt  or  talent,  though  he  see  wel 
apertly  that  it  is  agayns  the  reverence  of 
god;  al-thongh  his  rason  ne  oonsente 
(220)  noght  to  doon  that  sinne  in  dede,  /  yet 
seyn  somme  dootoors  that  swioh  delyt 
that  dwelleth  longe,  it  is  ftil  perilons, 
29s  al  be  it  nevere  so  lite.  /  And  also  a  man 
sholde  Borwe,  namely,  for  al  that  evere 
he  hath  desired  agayn  the  lawe  of  god 
with  perfit  oonsentinge  of  his  reson ;  for 
theiw>f  is  no  donte,  that  it  is  deedly  sinne 
in  oonsentinge.  /  For  oertes,  ther  is  no 
deedly  sinne,  that  it  nas  first  in  mannes 
thought,  and  after  that  in  his  delyt ;  and 
so  forth  in-to  oonsentinge  and  in-to  dede./ 
Wherfore  I  sesre,  that  many  men  ne  re- 
penten  hem  nevere  of  swiohe  thoghtes 
and  delytes,  ne  nevere  shryven  hem  of  it, 
bat  only  of  the  dede  of  grete  sinnes 
ontward.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  swiche 
wikked  delytes  and  wikked  tiioghtes  been 
subtile  bigyleres  of  hem  that  shullen  be 
dampned.  /  More-over,  man  oghte  to 
Borwe  for  hise  wikkede  wordes  as  wel  as 
for  hise  wikkede  dedes ;  for  oertes,  the 
repentance  of  a  singnler  sinne,  and  nat 
repente  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes,  or  elles 
repenten  him  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes, 
and  nat  of  a  singnler  sinne,  may  nat 
joo  availle.  /  For  certes,  god  almighty  is  al 
good;  and  ther-fore  he  foryeveth  al,  or 
elles  right  noght.  /    And  heer-of  seith 


seint  Augustin :  *■  I  woot  oerteinly  /  that 
god  is  enemy  to  everich  sinnere*;  and 
how  thanne  ?  He  that  observeth  o  sinne, 
shal  he  have  forsrifiiesse  of  the  reme- 
naunt  of  hise  othere  sinnes?  Nay.  / 
And  forther-over,  contricion  sholde  be 
wonder  sorweful  and  anguissous,  and 
therfore  yeveth  him  god  pleynly  his 
mercy;  and  therfore,  whan  my  soule 
was  anguissous  with-inne  me,  I  hadde 
remembrance  of  god  that  my  preyere 
mighte  come  to  him.  /  Forther-over,  (330) 
contricion  moste  be  continnel,  and  that 
man  have  Btede£Mt  purpos  to  shryven 
him,  and  for  to  amenden  him  of  his  lyf.  /  305 
For  soothly,  whyl  contricion  lasteth,  man 
may  evere  have  hope  of  foryifhesse ;  and 
of  this  oomth  hate  of  sinne,  that  destroy- 
eth  sinne  bothe  in  himself,  and  eek  in 
other  folk,  at  his  power.  /  For  which 
seith  David :  *  ye  that  loven  god  hateth 
wikkednesse.*  For  trusteth  wel,  to  love 
god  is  for  to  love  that  he  loveth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth.  / 

§  16.  The  laste  thing  that  man  shal 
understonde  in  contricion  is  this ;  wher- 
of  avayleth  contricion.  I  seye,  that  som 
tyme  contricion  delivereth  a  man  fro 
sinne;  /  of  which  that  David  seith: 
*I  seye,'  quod  David,  that  is  to  seyn, 
^  I  purposed  fermely  to  shryve  me ;  and 
thow,  Lord,  relesedest  my  sinne.'  /  And 
right  so  as  contricion  availleth  noght, 
with-outen  sad  purpos  of  shrifte,  if  man 
have  oportunitee,  right  so  litel  worth  is 
shrifbe  or  satisfStMoion  with-outen  con- 
tricion. /  And  more-over,  contricion  510 
destrojreth  the  prison  of  heUe,  and  maketh 
wayk  and  feble  alle  the  strengthes  of  the 
develes,  and  restoreth  the  yifbes  of  the 
holy  goost  and  of  alle  gode  vertues ;/  and 
it  denseth  the  soule  of  sinne,  and 
delivereth  the  soule  fro  the  peyne  of 
helle,  and  fro  the  companye  of  the  devel, 
and  fro  the  servage  of  sinne,  and  restoreth 
it  to  alle  godes  espiritueU,  and  to  the 
companye  and  communion  of  holy 
chirohe.  /  And  forther-over,  it  maketh 
him  that  whylom  was  sone  of  ire  to  be 
sone  of  grace ;  and  alle  thise  thinges  been 
preved  by  holy  writ.  /    And  therfore,  he 
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that  volde  sette  his  entente  to  thiBO 
t  hinges,  he  were  ftil  'wys ;  for  soothly,  he 
ne  sholde  nst  thanne  in  al  his  lyf  have 
coroge  to  sinne,  hut  yeven  his  body  and 
al  his  herte  to  the  service  of  Jesn  Crist, 
(340)  and  theiw>f  doon  him  hommage.  /  For 
Boothly,  onre  swete  lord  Jesn  Crist  hath 
spared  ns  so  debonairly  in  oar  folies,  that 
if  he  ne  hadde  pitee  of  mannes  soolOf 
315  a  soxy  song  we  mighten  alle  singe./ 

Explicit  prima  para  Penltentie;  et 
seqvitnr  sectmda  para  eiuadem. 

§  16.  The  seconde  partie  of  Fenitenoe  is 
Confession,  that  is  signe  of  contricion.  / 
Now  shul  ye  nnderstonde  what  is  Con- 
fession, and  whether  it  oghte  nodes  be 
doon  or  noon,  and  whiche  thinges  been 
oovenable  to  verray  Confession.  / 

§  17.  First  shaltow  nnderstonde  that 
Confession  is  verray  diewinge  of  sinnes 
to  the  preest ;  /  this  is  to  seyn  *  verray,* 
for  ho  moste  confessen  him  of  alio  the 
condicionns  that  bilongen  to  his  sinne,  as 
ferforth  as  he  can.  /  Al  moot  be  seyd, 
and  no  thing  excnsed  ne  hid  ne  for- 
wrapped,  and  noght  avannte  him  of  hia 
3ac>  godo  werkes.  /  And  forther  over,  it  is 
necessarie  to  nnderstonde  whennes  that 
sinnes  springen,  and  how  they  encresen, 
and  whiche  they  heen.  / 

§  18.  Of  the  springinge  of  sinnes  seith 
aeint  Panl  in  this  wise  :  that  *  right  as  by 
a  man  sinne  ontred  first  in-to  this  world, 
and  thnrgh  that  sinne  deeth,  right  so 
thilke  deeth  entred  in-to  alle  men  that 
sinneden«Y  And  this  man  was  Adam, 
by  whom  sinne  entred  in-to  this  world 
whan  he  brak  the  comanndement  of 
god.  /  And  therfore,  he  that  first  was  so 
mighty  that  he  sholde  not  have  dyed, 
bicam  swich  oon  that  he  moste  nodes  dye, 
whether  ho  wolde  or  noon ;  and  all  his 
progenie  in  this  world  that  in  thilke  man 
(250)  sinneden.  /  Loke  that  in  th'estaat  of 
innocence,  when  Adam  and  Eve  naked 
weren  in  paradys,  and  no-thing  ne  hadden 
325  sliame  of  hir  nakednesse,  /  how  that  the 
serpent,  that  was  most  wyly  of  alle  othere 
bestes  that  god  hadde  maked,  seyde  to 


the  womman :  *  why  oomaonded  god  to 
yow,  ye  sholde  nat  eten  of  eveiy  tree  in 
paradys?'/     The    womman    answerde: 
^  of  the  fmit,*  qnod  she,  *  of  the  trees  in 
paradys  we  feden  ns ;  but  soothly,  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  middel  of 
jiaradys,  god  forbad  ns  for  to  ete,  ne  nat 
tonohen  it,  lest  i>er-aventnre  we  should 
dyen.*  /    The  serpent  seyde  to  tho  wom- 
man :   *  nay,  nay,  ye  shul  nat  dyen  of 
deeth ;  for  sotho,  god  woot,  that  what  day 
that   ye  eten  ther-of,  youre  eyen  shnl 
opene,    and    ye   shul  been   as   goddes, 
knowinge  good  and  harm.  Y    The  wom- 
man thanne  saugh  that  tho  tree  was  good 
to   feding,  and    fair  to  the    eyen,  and 
deljrtable  to  the  sighte ;   she  tok  of  the 
firuit  of  the  tree,  and  eet  it,  and  yaf  to  hir 
housbonde,  and  ho  eet ;   and  anoon  the 
eyen  of  hem    bothe    openeden.  /     And 
whan  that  they  knewe  that  they  wero 
naked,  thoy  sowed  of  fige-leves  a  manere 
of  breches  to  hiden  hir  membres.  /  There  330 
may  ye  seen  that  deedly  sinne  hath  first 
suggestion  of  the  feend,  as  sheweth  hero 
by  the  naddre ;  and  afterward,  the  delyt 
of  the  flesh,  as  sheweth  here  by  Eve ;  and 
after  that,  the  consentinge  of  resoun,  as 
sheweth  here  by  Adam.  /    For  trust  wel, 
thogh  so  were  that  the  feend  tempted  Eve, 
that  istoseyn  theflesh,  and  tho  flesh  haddo 
delyt  in  the  beantee  of  the  fruit  defended, 
yet  certes,  til  that  resoun,  that  is  to  seyn, 
Adam,  consented  to  tho  etinge  of  the 
ftnit,  yet  stood  he  in  th'estaat  of  inno- 
cence. /    Of  thilke  Adam  toke  wo  thilke 
sinne  original ;   for  of  him  fleshly  de- 
soended  be  we  alle,  and  cngondred  of  vile 
and  oorrupt  matere.  /    And  whan  the 
soule  is  put  in  our  body,  right  anon  is 
contract  original  sinne ;   and  that,  that 
was  erst  but  only  -peyne  of  ooncupiscenoe, 
is  afterward  bothe  pejme  and  sinne.  /  (a6o) 
And  therfore  be  we  alio  bom  sones  of 
wratthe  and  of  dampnacion  pexdnrable,  if 
it  nere  baptesme  that  we  receyven,  which 
binimeth  us  the  culpe ;  but  for  sothe,  the 
peyne  dwelleth  with  us,  as  to  texnpti^ 
cion,  which  peyne  high  to  ooncupisoence.  /  335 
Whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed  or  op- 
dsyned  in  man.  it  maketh  him  ooveite, 
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by  ooreitise  of  flesh,  fleshly  sinne,  by 
sighte  of  hifie  eyen  as  to  erthely  thinges, 
and  coTeitise  of  hynesse  by  pryde  of 
herte./ 

§  19.  Now  as  for  to  speken  of  the  firste 
coveitise,  that  is,  cononpiscenoe  after  the 
lawe  of  oure  membres,  that  weren  lawe* 
fdlliche  y-maked  and  by  rightfhl  jnge- 
ment  of  god ;  /  I  seye,  for-as-mnche  as 
man  is  nat  obeisaont  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord,  therfore  is  the  flesh  to  him  dis- 
obeisannt  thmgh  concupisoence,  which 
yet  is  deped  norissinge  of  sinne  and 
occasion  of  sinne.  /  Therfore,  al  the 
whyle  that  a  man  hath  in  him  the  peyne  of 
concupiscence,  it  is  impossible  but  he  be 
tempted  somtyme,  and  moeved  in  his 
flesh  to  sinne.  /  And  this  thing  may  nat 
faille  as  longe  as  he  liveth ;  it  may  wel 
-wexe  feble  and  faille,  by  vertu  of  baptesme 
and  by  the  grace  of  god  thnrgh  peni- 

340  tence ;  /  but  fiilly  ne  shal  it  nevere 
qnenche,  that  he  ne  shal  som  tyme  be 
moeved  in  him-self,  but-if  he  were  al 
refreyded  by  siknesse,  or  by  nuJefice  of 
sorcerie  or  colde  drinkes.  /  For  lo,  what 
seith  seint  Paul:  *the  flesh  ooveiteth 
agayn  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  aga3m  the 
flesh;  they  been  so  contrarie  and  so 
stiyven,  that  a  man  may  nat  alwey  doon 
as  he  wolde.'  /  The  same  seint  PanL 
niter  his  grete  penaunce  in  water  and  in 
lond  (in  water  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
greet  peril  and  in  greet  i>eyne,  in  lond, 
in  £Eucnine,  in  thurst,  in  cold  and  cloth- 
lees,  and  ones  stoned  almost  to  the 
deeth)/  yet  seyde  he:  *  alias!  I,  caytif 
man,    who    shal    delivere    me   fro    the 

(270)  prisoon  of  my  caytif  body  ?  *  /  And  seint 
Jerome,  whan  he  longe  tyme  hadde  woned 
in  desert,  where-os  he  hadde  no  com- 
panye  but  of  wilde  bestes,  where-as  he  ne 
hadde  no  mete  but  herbes  and  water  to 
his  drinke,  ne  no  bed  but  the  naked  erthe, 
for  which  his  flesh  was  blak  as  an 
Ethiopen  for  hete  and  ny  destroyed  for 
345  cold,/  yet  seyde  he :  that  *the  brenninge  of 
lecherie  boiled  in  al  his  body.'/  Wherfore 
I  woot  wel  sikerly,  that  they  been 
deceyved  that  seyn,  that  they  ne  be  nat 
tempted   in   hir   body.  /    Witnesse  on 


Seint  Jame  the  Apostel,  that  seith  :  that 
*  every  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen  con- 
cupiscence ; '  that  is  to  seyn,  that  overich 
of  us  hath  matere  and  occasion  to  be 
tempted  of  the  norissinge  of  sinne  that 
is  in  his  body.  /  And  therfore  seith 
Seint  John  the  Evaungelist:  *if  that 
we  s^yn  that  we  both  with-oute  sinne, 
we  deceyve  us-s^ve,  and  trouthe  is  nat 
in  us.*  / 

§  20.  Now  shal  ye  understonde  in  what 
manere  that  sinne  wezeth  or  encreseth 
in  man.    The  flrste  thing  is  thilke  noris- 
singe of  sinne,  of  which  I  spak  bifom, 
thilke  fleshly  concupiscence.  /    And  after  55^ 
that  comth  the  subjecoion  of  the  devel, 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  develes  bely,  with 
which  he  bloweth  in  man    the  fyr  of 
fleshly  concupiscence.  /     And  after  that, 
a  man  bithinketh  him  whether  he  wol 
doon,  or  no,  thilke  thing  to  which  he  is 
tempted.  /    And  thanne,  if  that  a  man 
withstonde  and  weyve  the  firsfto  entysinge 
of  his  flesh  and  of  the  feend,  thanne  is  it 
no  sinne ;  and  if  it  so  be  that  he  do  nat 
so,  thanne  feleth  he  anon  a  flambe  of 
delyt.  /    And  thanne  is  it  good  to  be 
war,  and  kepen  him  wel,  or  elles  he  wol 
falle  anon  in*to  consentinge  of  sinne; 
and  thanne  wol  he  do  it,  if  he  may  have 
t3'me  and  place.  /    And  of  this  matere  (2S0) 
seith  Hojrses  by  the  devel  in  this  manere : 
*■  the  feend  seith,  I  wole  chace  and  pursue 
the  man  by  wikked  suggestion,  and  I  wole 
hente  him  by  moevynge  or  stiringe  of 
sinne.    I  wol  departe  my  pryse  or  my 
praye  by  deliberaoion,  and  my  lust  shal 
been  accompliced  in  delyt ;  I  wol  drawe 
mj  swerd  in  consentinge : '  /  for  certes,  355 
right  as  a  swerd  departeth  a  thing  in  two 
peces,  right  so  consentinge  dex>arteth  god 
fro  man :  *  and  thanne  wol  I  sleen  him 
with  myn  hand  in  dede  of  sinne ' ;  thus 
seith  the  feend.  /    For  oertes,  thimne  is 
a  man  al  deed  in  soule.    And  thus  is 
sinne    accompliced    by   temptaoion,    by 
delyt,  and  by  consentinge ;  and  thanne  is 
the  sin  deped  actueL  / 

§  21.  For  sothe,  sinne  is  in  two 
maneres;  outher  it  is  venial,  or  deedly 
sinne.  ■  Soothly,  whan  man  loveth  any 
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oreatnre  more  than  Jecm  Grist  oore 
creatonr,  thanne  is  it  deedly  sinne.  And 
venial  synne  is  it,  if  man  love  Jesu  Crist 
laase  than  him  oghte.  /  For  sothe,  the 
dede  of  this  venial  sinne  is  ful  perilous ; 
for  it  amennseth  the  love  that  men 
sholde  han  to  ^;od  more  and  more.  /  And 
therfore,  if  a  man  charge  him-self  with 
manye  swiche  venial  sinnes,  certes,  but-if 
so  be  that  he  som  tyme  descharge  him  of 
hem  by  shrifbe,  they  mowe  fnl  lightly 
amennse  in  him  al  the  love  that  he  hath 
360  to  Jesn  Crist ;  /  and  in  this  wise  skippeth 
venial  in-to  deedly  sixmo.  For  certes,  the 
more  that  a  man  ohargeth  his  sonle  with 
venial  sinnes,  the  more  is  he  enclyned  to 
fallen  in-to  deedly  sinne.  /  And  therfore, 
lat  ns  nat  be  necligent  to  deschargen  us 
of  venial  sinnes.  For  the  proverbe  seith  : 
that  manye  smale  maken  a  greet.  /  And 
herkne  this  ensample.  A  greet  wawe  of 
the  see  comth  som-tyme  with  so  greet 
a  violence  that  it  drencheth  the  ship. 
And  the  same  harm  doth  som-tyme 
the  smale  dropes  of  water,  that  entren 
thorgh  a  litel  crevace  in-to  the  thnrrok, 
and  in-to  the  botme  of  the  ship,  if  men 
be  so  necligent  that  they  ne  descharge 
hem  nat  by  tyme.  /  And  therfore,  eJ- 
thogh  ther  be  a  difference  bitwixe  thise 
two  canses  of  drenchinge,  algates  the 
(390)  ship  is  dreynt.  /  Bight  so  fareth  it  som- 
tyme  of  deedly  sinne,  and  of  anoyonse 
veniale  sinnes,  whan  they  mnltiplye  in 
a  man  so  greetly,  that  thilke  worldly 
thinges  that  he  loveth,  thnrgh  whiche  he 
sinneth  venially,  is  as  greet  in  his  herte 
365  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  /  And  ther- 
fore, the  love  of  every  thing,  that  is  nat 
biset  in  god  ne  doon  principally  for 
goddes  sake,  al-though  that  a  man  love  it 
lasse  than  god,  yet  is  it  venial  sinne ;  / 
and  deedly  sinne,  whan  the  love  of  any 
thing  weyeth  in  the  herte  of  man  as 
muchel  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  / 
*  Deedly  sinne,'  as  seith  seint  Angustin, 
'is,  whan  a  man  tnmeth  his  herte  fro 
god,  which  that  is  verray  sovereyn 
bonntee,  that  may  nat  channge,  and 
yeveth  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
channge  and  flitte  * ;  /  and  certes,  that  is 


every  thing,  save  god  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is,  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  god  with  al  his 
herte,  nn-to  a  creature,  cert^  as  mnohe 
of  his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  thilke  creature, 
so  muche  he  bireveth  fro  god;/  and 
therfore  doth  he  sinne.  For  he,  that  is 
dettour  to  god,  ne  yeldeth  nat  to  god  al 
his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al  the  love  of 
his  herte.  /  37(>  v 

§  22.  Now  sith  man  understondeth 
generally,  which  is  venial  sinne,  thanne 
is  it  covenable  to  tellen  specially  of  sinnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  per-aventure  ne 
demeth  hem  nat  sinnes,  and  ne  shiyveth. 
him  nat  of  the  same  thinges ;  and  yet 
nathelees  they  been  sinnes.  /  Soothly, 
as  thise  derkes  wxyten,  this  is  to  s^m, 
that  at  every  tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or 
drinketh  more  than  sufil^seth  to  the 
sustenaunoe  of  his  body,  in  oertein  he 
dooth  sinne.  /  And  eek  whan  he  speketh 
more  than  nedeth,  it  is  sinne.  Eke  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the  compleint 
of  the  povre.  /  Eke  whan  he  is  in  hele 
of  body  and  wol  nat  faste,  whan  othera 
folk  faste,  with-outen  cause  resonable. 
Eke  whan  he  slepeth  more  than  nedeth, 
or  whan  he  comth  by  thilke  enchesoun 
to  late  to  chirche,  or  to  othere  werkes  of 
charite.  /  Eke  whan  he  useth  his  wyf,  (300) 
with-outen  sovereyn  desyr  of  engendrure, 
to  the  honour  of  god,  or  for  the  entente 
to  yelde  to  his  wyf  the  dette  of  his  body./  375 
Eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visite  the  sike  and 
the  prisoner,  if  he  may.  Eke  if  he  love 
wyf  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thing} 
more  than  resoun  requyreth.  Eke  if  he 
flatere  or  blandishe  more  than  him  oghte 
for  any  necessitee.  /  Eke  if  he  ameniue 
or  withdrawe  the  almesse  of  the  povre. 
Eke  if  he  apparailleth  his  mete  more 
deliciously  than  node  is,  or  ete  it  to 
hastily  by  likerousnesse.  /  Eke  if  he  tale 
vanitees  at  chirche  or  at  goddes  servioe, 
or  that  he  be  a  talker  of  ydel  wordes  of 
folye  or  of  vileinye ;  for  he  shal  yelden 
aoountes  of  it  at  the  day  of  dome.  /  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assureth  to  do  thinges 
that  he  may  nat  perfoume.  Eke  whan 
that  he,  by  lightnesse  or  folic,  misseyeth 
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or  scometh  his  neighebore.  /  Eke  whan 
he  hath  any  wikked  Bospecion  of  thing, 
380  ther  he  ne  woot  of  it  no  aoothfastnesse.  / 
Thifle  thinges  and  mo  with-oute  nombre 
been  sinnes,  as  seith  seint  Augostin.  / 

Now  shal  men  nnderstonde,  that  al-be- 
it  so  that  noon  erthely  man  may  eschae 
alle  venial  sinnes,  yet  may  he  refreyne 
him  by  the  brenninge  love  that  he  hath 
to  onre  lord  Jean.  Crist,  and  by  preyeres 
and  confession  and  othere  gode  weikes, 
so  that  it  shal  bat  litel  greve.  /  For,  as 
seith  seint  Angnstin :  *  if  a  man  love  god 
in  swiche  manere,  that  al  that  evere  he 
doth  is  in  the  love  of  god,  and  for  the  love 
of  god  verraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the 
love  of  god :  /  loke,  how  mache  that 
a  drope  of  water  tiiat  falleth  in  a  foumeys 
fol  of  fyr  anoyeth  or  greveth,  so  mnohe 
anc^eth  a  venial  sinne  nn-to  a  man  that 
(jiu)  is  parflt  in  the  love  of  Jesa  Grist.*  /  Men 
may  also  refreyne  venial  sinne  by  re- 
ceyvinge  worthily  of  the  precious  body 
385  of  Jesn  Grist ;  /  by  receyving  eek  of  holy 
water;  by  almesdede;  by  general  con- 
fession of  Co^/iteor  at  masse  and  at 
complin ;  and  by  blessinge  of  bisshopes 
and  of  preestes,  and  by  othere  gode 
werkes.  / 

Explicit  secnnda  pars  Penitentle. 

Seqnitnr  de  Septem  Peecatls  Mortalibus 
et  eomm  dependenciia  circumatanciia 
et  apeciebiu. 

§  23.  Kow  is  it  bihovely  thing  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  deedly  sinnes,  this  is  to 
seyn,  chieftaines  of  sinnes;  aUe  they 
renne  in  o  lees,  bnt  in  diverse  maneres. 
Now  been  they  deped  chieftaines  for-as- 
mnche  as  they  been  chief,  and  f  springers 
of  alle  othere  sinnes.  /  Of  the  roote  of 
thise  sevene  sinnes  thanne  is  Pryde,  the 
general  rote  of  alle  harmes ;  for  of  this 
rote  springen  certein  brannches,  as  Ire, 
Envye,  Accidie  or  Slewthe,  Avarice  or 
Coveitise  (to  commune  nnderstondingeX 
Glotonye,  and  Lecherye.  /  And  everich 
of  thise  chief  sinnes  hath  hise  braunches 
and  hise  twigges,  as  shal  be  declared  in 
hir  chapitres  folwinge.  / 


Be  Saperbia. 

§  24.  And  thogh  so  be  that  no  man 
can  outrely  telle  the  nombre  of  the 
twigges  and  of  the  harmes  that  oometh 
of  Piyde,  yet  wol  I  shewe  a  partie  of 
hem,  as  ye  shul  understonde.  /  Ther  390 
is  Inobedlenee,  Avauntinge,  Ipocrisie, 
Despyt,  Arrogance,  Impudence,  Swellinge 
of  herte,  Insolence,  Elacion,  Impacience, 
Strif,  Contumacie,  PresumjKsion,  Irrev- 
erence, Pertinaoie,  Yeyne  Glorie;  and 
many  another  twig  that  I  can  nat 
declare.  /  Inobedlent,  is  he  that  dis- 
obeyeth  for  despyt  to  the  oomandements 
of  god  and  to  hise  sovereyns,  and  to  his 
goostly  fader.  /  Avauntour,  is  he  that 
bosteth  of  the  harm  or  of  the  bonntee 
that  he  hath  doon.  /  Ipocrite,  is  he  that 
hydeth  to  shewe  him  swiche  as  he  is,  and 
sheweth  him  swiche  as  he  noght  is.  /  (320) 
Despitous,  is  he  that  hath  desdeyn  of  his 
neighebore,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  his  evene- 
oristene,  or  hath  despyt  to  doon  that  him 
oghte  to  do.  /  Arrogant,  is  he  that  395 
thinketh  that  he  hath  thilke  bountees  in 
him  that  he  hath  noght,  or  weneth  that 
he  sholde  have  hem  by  hise  descries ;  or 
elles  he  demeth  that  he  be  that  he  nis 
nat.  /  Impudent,  is  he  that  for  his  pride 
hath  no  shame  of  hise  sinnea  /  Swellinge 
of  herte,  is  whan  a  man  rejoyseth  him  of 
harm  that  he  hath  doon.  /  Insolent,  is 
he  that  despyseth  in  his  jugement  alle 
othere  folk  as  to  regard  of  his  value,  and 
of  his  conning,  and  of  his  ^>eking,  and  of 
his  bering.  /  Elacion,  is  whan  he  ne  may 
neither  suffine  to  have  maister  ne  felawe.  /  400 
Impacient,  is  he  that  wol  nat  been  y- 
taught  ne  undemome  of  his  vyce,  and  by 
stryf  werreyetii  trouthe  witingly,  and 
defiendeth  his  ioiye,  /  Contumaaey  is  he 
that  thurgh  his  indignacion  is  agayns 
everich  auctoritee  or  power  of  hem  that 
been  hise  sovereyns.  /  Presumpoion,  is 
whan  a  man  undertaketh  an  empryse 
that  him  oghte  nat  do,  or  elles  that  he 
may  nat  do ;  and  that  is  dialled  Surqui- 
drie.  Irreverence,  is  whan  men  do  nat 
honour  thereas  hem  oghte  to  doon,  and 
waiten  to  be  reverenoed.  /   Pdrtinaoie, 


688 


Z$^  CantevBurp  t^afee. 


[t.  1$  35-37. 


is  whan  man  deiFendeth  his  folye,  and 
(530)  tnxsteth  to  muchel  in  his  owene  wit.  / 
Yeyne  glorief  is  for  to  have  pompe  and 
delyt  in  his  temporel  hynesse,  and 
405  glorifle  him  in  this  worldly  estaat.  / 
Janglinge,  is  whan  men  speken  to  mnche 
bifom  folk,  and  olappen  as  a  mille,  and 
taken  no  kepe  what  they  aeye.  / 

§  26.  And  yet  is  ther  a  privee  speoe  of 
Pryde,  that  waiteth  first  to  be  salewed  er 
he  wole  salewe,  al  be  he  lasse  worth  than 
that  other  is,  per-aventnre ;  and  eek  he 
waiteth  or  de^jrreth  to  sitte,  or  elles  to 
goon  above  him  in  the  wey,  or  kisse  pax, 
or  been  encensed,  or  goon  to  offring  bifom 
his  neighebore,  /  and  swiohe  semblable 
thinges ;  Bgayns  his  dnetee,  per-aventore, 
bnt  that  he  hath  his  herte  and  his 
entente  in  swioh  a  proud  de^r  to  be 
magnifyed  and  honoured  bifom  the 
I>eple.  / 

§  26.  Now  been  ther  two  maneres  of 
Pryde  ;  that  oon  of  hem  is  with-inne  the 
herte  of  man,  and  that  other  is  with- 
oute.  /  Of  whiche  soothly  thise  forseyde 
thinges,  and  mo  than  I  have  seyd,  aper- 
tenen  to  pryde  that  is  in  the  herte  of 
man ;  and  that  others  speces  of  pryde 
410  been  with-oute.  /  But  naUieles  that  oon 
of  thise  speces  of  pryde  is  signe  of  that 
other,  right  as  the  gaye  leefsel  atte  taveme 
is  signe  of  the  %yn  that  is  in  the  celer.  / 
And  this  is  in  monye  thinges :  as  in  speche 
and  contenannce,  and  in  outrageous  array 
of  clothing ;  /  for  oertes,  if  ther  ne  hadde 
be  no  sinne  in  clothing,  Grist  wolde  nat 
have  noted  and  spoken  of  the  clothing  of 
thilke  riche  man  in  the  goepeL  /  And,  as 
seith  Seint  Gregorie,  that  precious  clothing 
is  ooupable  for  the  dertilie  of  it,  and  for 
his  softenesse,  and  for  his  strangenesse 
and  degysinesse,  and  for  the  superfluitee, 
(40)  or  for  the  inordinat  scantnesse  of  it.  / 
Alias!  may  men  nat  seen,  as  in  oure 
dayte,  the  sinfVil  costlewe  array  of  cloth- 
inge,  and  namely  in  to  muche  superfluitee, 
415  or  elles  in  to  deeordinat  scantnesse  ?  / 

§  27.  As  to  the  firste  sinne,  that  is  in 
superfluitee  of  olothinge,  which  that 
maketh  it  so  dere,  to  harm  of  the  peple ;/ 
nat  only  the  cost  of  embroudinge,  the 


degyse  endentinge  or  baninge,  oundinge, 
palinge,  windinge,  or  bendinge,  and 
semblable  wast  of  dooth  in  vanitee ;  / 
but  ther  is  also  costlewe  furringe  in  hir 
geunes,  so  muche  pounsoninge  of  nHinAlf 
to  maken  holes,  so  muche  dagginge  of 
shores;/  forth -with  the  superfluitee  in 
lengthe  of  the  forseide  gounes,  tmilinge 
in  the  dong  and  in  the  mjrre,  on  horse 
and  eek  on  fote,  as  wel  of  man  as  of 
wonmian,  that  al  thilke  trailing  is  verraily 
as  in  efleot  wasted,  consumed,  thiedbarc, 
and  roten  with  donge,  rather  than  it  is 
yeven  to  the  povre ;  to  greet  damage  of 
the  forseyde  povre  folk.  /  And  that  in 
sondiy  wyse :  this  is  to  seyn,  that  the 
more  that  clooth  is  wasted,  the  more  it 
oosteth  to  the  peple  for  the  scantnesse  ;  /  420 
and  forther-over,  if  so  be  that  they  wolde 
yeven  swich  pounsonedand  dagged  cloth- 
ing to  the  povre  folk,  it  is  nat  convenient 
to  were  for  hir  estaat,  ne  suiilsant  to  bete 
hir  necessitee,  to  kepe  hem  fro  the  dis- 
temperance  of  the  firmament.  /  Upon 
that  other  syde,  to  speken  of  the  horrible 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  clothing,  as  been 
thise  cutted  sloppes  or  hainselins,  that 
thurgh  hir  shortnesse  ne  covere  nat  the 
shameful  membres  of  man,  to  wikked 
entente.  /  Alias  !  somme  of  hem  showen 
the  boce  of  hir  shap,  and  the  horrible 
swollen  membres,  that  semeth  lyk  the 
maJadie  of  himia,  in  the  wrappinge  of  hir 
hoses ;  /  and  eek  the  buttokes  of  hem 
faren  as  it  were  the  hindre  part  of  a  she- 
ape  in  the  fulle  of  the  mone.  /  And  {3150) 
more-over,  the  wrecched  swollen  mem- 
bres that  they  shewe  thurgh  the  degy- 
singe,  in  departinge  of  hir  hoses  in  whyt 
and  reed,  semoth  that  half  hir  shameful 
privee  membres  weren  flayn.  /  And  if  425 
so  be  that  they  departen  hire  hoses  in 
othere  colours,  as  is  whyt  and  blak,  or 
wh3rt  and  blew,  or  blak  and  reed,  and  so 
forth  ;  /  thanne  semeth  it,  as  by  variance 
of  colour,  that  half  the  partie  <^  hir 
privee  membres  were  corrupt  by  the  fyr 
of  seint  Antony,  or  by  cancre,  or  by  other 
swich  meschaunce.  /  Of  the  hindre  part 
of  hir  buttokes,  it  is  ful  horrible  for  to 
see.    For  certes,  in  that  partie  of  hir 
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body  ther-as  iixey  pnrgen  hir  stinkinge 
ordnrs,  /  that  foole  partie  ahewe  they  to 
the  peple  proudly  in  despjrt  of  honestetee, 
the  which  honestetee  that  Jesn  Crist 
and  hise  freendes  oboervede  to  shewen  in 
hir  lyve.  /  Now  as  of  the  outrageous 
array  of  wommen,  god  woot,  that  though 
the  visages  of  somme  of  hem  seme  tol 
chaast  and  debonaire,  yet  notifle  they  in 
hir   array   of    atyr    likeronsnesse    and 

430  pryde.  /  I  sey  nat  that  honestetee  in 
dothinge  of  man  or  womman  is  unooven- 
able,  but  certes  the  superfluitee  or  dis- 
ordinat  scantitee  of  dothinge  is  reprev- 
nble.  /  Also  the  sinne  of  aomement  or 
of  apparaille  is  in  thinges  that  apertenen 
to  rjrdxnge,  as  in  to  manye  delicat  horses 
that  been  holden  for  delyt,  that  been  so 
faire,  fatte,  and  costlewo ;  /  and  also  to 
many  a  vicious  knave  that  is  sustened  by 
cause  of  hem ;  in  to  curious  hamoys,  as 
in  sadeles,  in  crouperes,  i)e3rtrels,  and 
brydles  covered  wiUi  precious  clothing 
and  riche,  barres  and  plates  of  gold  and 
of  silver.  /  For  which  god  soith  by 
Zakarie  the  prophete,  *  I  wol  confounde 
^560)  the  xyderes  of  swiche  horses.'  /  This 
folk  taken  litel  reward  of  the  rydinge  of 
goddes  sone  of  hevene,  and  of  his  hameys 
whan  he  rood  up-on  the  asse,  and  ne 
hadde  noon  other  hameys  but  the  povre 
clothes  of  hise  disciples ;  ne  we  ne  rede 

435  nat  that  evere  he  rood  on  other  beest.  / 
I  speke  this  for  the  sinne  of  superfluitee, 
and  nat  for  reasonable  honestetee,  whan 
reson  it  requyreth.  /  And  forther,  certes 
pryde  is  greetly  notified  in  holdinge  of 
greet  meinee,  whan  they  be  of  litel  profit 
OT  of  right  no  profit.  /  And  namely, 
whan  that  meinee  is  felonous  and  dama- 
geous  to  the  peple,  by  hardinesse  of  heigh 
lordshipe  or  by  wey  of  offices.  /  For 
certes,  swiche  lordes  sellen  ihanne  hir 
lordshipe  to  the  devel  of  faelle,  whanne 
they  sastenen  the  wikkednesse  of  hir 
meinee.  /  Or  elles  whan  this  folk  of 
lowe  degree,  as  thilke  that  holden  hostel- 
ries,  sustenen  the  thefte  of  hir  hostilers, 

440  and  that  is  in  many  manere  of  deceites.  / 
Thilke  manere  of  folk  been  the  fiyes  that 
£[>lwen  the  hony,  or  dies  the  houndes 


that  folwen  the  careyne.     Swiche  for- 
seyde  folk  stranglen  spiritually  hir  lord- 
shipes ;  /  for  which  thus  seith  David  the 
prophete,  *  wikked  donth  mote  como  up-on 
thUke  lordshipes,  and  god  yeve  that  they 
mote  descenden  in-to  belle  al  doun  ;  for 
in  hir  houses  been  iniquitees  and  shrewed- 
nesses,'  and  nat  god  of  hevene.  /    And 
certes,  but-if  thoy    doon    amendement, 
right  as  god  yaf  his  benison  to  fLaban  by 
the  service  of  Jacob,  and  to  i- Pharao  by 
the  service  of  Joseph,  right  so  god  wol 
yeve  his  malison  to  swiche  lordshipes  as 
sustenen  the  wikkediiesse    of  hir    ser- 
vaunts,  but-if  they  come  to  amendement.  / 
Piyde  of  the  table  appereth  eek  ful  ofte ; 
for  certes,  riche    men    been    cleped   to 
festes,  and  povre  folk  been  put  awey  and 
rebuked.  /     Also  in  excesse  of  diverse  (370) 
metes  and  drinkes ;  and  namely,  swiche 
manere  bake  metes  and  dish-metes,  bren- 
ninge  of  wilde  fyr,  and  pejmted    and 
castdled  with  papir,  and  semblable  wast ; 
so  that  it  is  abusion  for  to  thinke.  /    And  445 
eek  in  to  greet  predousnesse  of  vessel  and 
curiositee  of  minstralcie,  by  whiche  a  man 
is  stired  the  more  to  delyces  of  luxurie,  / 
if  so  be  that  he  sette  his  harte  the  lasse 
up-on  cure  lord  Jesu  Crist,  certein  it  is 
a  sinne  ;  and  certeinly  the  delyces  mighte 
been  so  grete  in  this  caas,  that  man  mighte 
lightly  falle  by  hem  in-to  deedly  sinne.  / 
The  esi)eces  that  sourden  of  Pryde,  soothly 
whan  they  sourden  of  malice  ymagined, 
avysed,  and  fomcast,  or  elles  of  usage, 
been  deedly  synnes,  it  is  no  doute.  /    And 
whan  they  sourden  by  frdetee  unavysed 
soddnly,  and  sodeinly  withdrawen  ayein, 
al  been  they  grevouse  sinnes,  I  gesse  that 
they  ne  been  nat  deedly.  /    Now  mighte 
men  axe  wher-of  that  Pryde  sourdeth 
and  springeth,  and  I  seye :  somtymo  it 
springeth  of  the  goodes  of  nature,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  goodes  of  fortune,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  goodes  of  grace.  /   Certes,  45^^ 
the  goodes  of  nature  stonden  outher  in 
goodes  of  body  or  in  goodes  of  soule.  / 
Certes,  goodes  of  body  been  hde  of  body, 
as  Btrengthe,  ddivemesse,  beantee,  gen- 
trye,  franchise.  /     Goodes  of  nature  of 
the  soule  been  good  wit,  sharp  under- 
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stondynge,  subtil  eng^,  vertn  naturel, 
good  memorie.  /  Goodes  of  fortnne  been 
richesaes,  highe  d^rees  of  lordshipes, 
(380)  preising^  of  the  peple.  /  GKx>des  of  grace 
been  science,  power  to  soiFre  spiritael 
traTaillei  benignitee,  yertnons  contem- 
placion,    withstondinge   of  temptaoion, 

455  and  semblable  thinges.  /  Of  whiche  for- 
seyde  goodes,  certes  it  is  a  fol  greet  fotye 
a  man  to  pryden  him  in  any  of  hem 
alle.  /  Kow  as  for  to  speken  of  goodes  of 
nature,  god  woot  that  som-tyme  we  han 
hem  in  nature  as  muohe  to  oure  damage 
as  to  oure  profit.  /  As,  for  to  speken 
of  hele  of  body;  certes  it  paaseth  ful 
lightly,  and  eek  it  is  ful  ofte  encheson  of 
the  siknesse  of  oure  soule ;  for  god  woot, 
the  flesh  is  a  ful  greet  enemy  to  the 
soule :  and  therfore,  the  more  that  the 
body  is  hool,  the  more  be  we  in  peril  to 
falle.  /  Eke  for  to  pryde  him  in  his 
strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an  heigh  folye ; 
for  certes,  the  flesh  coveiteth  agajni  the 
spirit,  and  ay  the  more  strong  that  the 
flesh  is,  the  sorier  may  the  soule  be :  / 
and,  over  al  this,  strengthe  of  body  and 
worldly  hardinesse  oanseth  ful  ofbe  many 

460  a  man  to  peril  and  meschaunce.  /  Eek 
for  to  pryde  him  of  his  gentiye  is  fhl 
greet  folye ;  for  ofbe  tyme  the  gentrye  of 
the  body  binimeth  the  gentrye  of  the 
soule ;  and  eek  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and 
of  o  moder ;  and  alle  we  been  of  o  nature 
roten  and  corrupt,  both  riche  and  povre.  / 
For  sothe,  00  manere  gentrye  is  for  to 
preise,  that  apparailleth  mannes  oorage 
with  vertues  and  moralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Cristes  child.  /  For  truste  wel,  that 
over  what  man  sinne  hath  maistrie,  he  is 
a  verray  cherl  to  sinne.  / 

§  28.  Now  been  ther  generale  signes  of 
gentilesse;  as  eschewinge  of  vyce  and 
ribaudye  and  servage  of  sinne,  in  word, 
(590)  in  werk,  and  contenance ;  /  and  usinge 
vertu,  curteisye,  and  dennesse,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  seyn,  large  by  mesnre ; 
for  thilke  that  passeth  mesnre  is  folye 

465  and  sinne.  /  Another  is,  to  remembre 
him  of  bountee  that  he  of  other  folk  hath 
receyved.  /  Another  is,  to  be  benigne  to 
hise  goode  subgetis;   wherfore,  as  seith 


Senek,  *  ther  is  no-thing  more  oovenable 
to  a  man  of  heigh  estaat  than  debonairetee 
and  pitee.  /    And  therfore  thise  flyes  that 
men  olepeth  bees,  whan  they  maken  hir 
king,  they  chesen  con  that  hath  no  prikke 
wherwith  he  may  stinge.*  /    Another  is, 
a  man  to  have  a  noble  herte  and  a  dili- 
gent, to    attayne    to   heighe    vertuonse 
thinges.  /    Now  oertes,  a  man  to  piyde 
him  in  the  goodes  of  grace  is  eek  an  out- 
rageous folye ;  for  thilke  yiftes  of  grace 
that  sholde  have  turned  him  to  goodnesse 
and  to  medicine,  tumeth  him  to  venim 
and  to  conftision,  as  seith  seint  Gregorie.  /  4^0 
Certes  also,  who-so  prydeth  him  in  tho 
goodes  of  fortune,  he  is  a  ful  greet  fool ; 
for  som-tyme  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  by  the 
morwe,  that  is  a  oaitif  and  a  wreoohe  er 
it  be  night :  /  and  somtyme  the  richesse 
of  a  man  is  cause  of  his  deeth  ;  somtyme 
the  delyces  of  a  man  is  cause  of  the 
grevous  maladye  thurgh  which  he  dyeth.  / 
Certes,  the  commendaoion  of  the  peple  is 
somtyme  ful  fals  and  ful  brotel  for  to 
triste ;  this  day  they  preyse,  tomorwe 
they  blame.  /    God  woot,  desyr  to  have 
oommendacion  of  the  peple  hath  caused 
deeth  to  many  a  bisy  man.  /  (400) 

Remedium  contra  peccatnm  Snperbie. 

§  29.  Now  sith  that  so  is,  that  ye  han 
nnderstonde  what  is  pryde,  and  whiche 
been  the  speoes  of  it,  and  whennes  pride 
sourdeth  and  springeth ;  /  now  shul  ye  475 
imderstonde  which  is  the  remedie  agayns 
the  sinne  of  pryde,  and  that  is,  humilitee 
or  mekenesse.  /  That  is  a  vertn,  thuigh 
which  a  man  hath  verray  knoweleche  of 
him-self,  and  holdeth  of  him-self  no  prys 
ne  deyntee  as  in  regard  of  hise  desertes, 
consideringe  evere  his  freletee.  /  Now 
been  ther  three  maneres  of  humilitee ;  as 
humilitee  in  herte,  and  another  humilitee 
in  his  mouth ;  the  thridde  in  hise  werkes./ 
The  humilitee  in  herte  is  in  foure  maneres : 
that  oon  is,  whan  a  man  holdeUi  him-self 
as  noght  worth  bifom  god  of  hevene. 
Another  is,  whan  he  ne  despyaeth  noon 
other  man.  /  The  thridde  is,  whan  he 
rekketh  nat  thogh  men  holde  him  noght 
worth.    The  ferthe  is,  whan  he  nis  nat 
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480  8017  of  his  htimiliacion.  /  Also,  the  hn- 
militee  of  mouth  is  in  foore  thinges  :  in 
attempree  speche,  and  in  hnmblesse  of 
speche,  and  whan  he  biknoweth  with  his 
owene  month  that  he  is  swich  as  him 
thinketh  that  he  is  in  his  herte.  Another 
is,  whan  he  preiseth  the  bonntee  of 
another  man,  and  nothing  ther-of  amen- 
useth.  /  Hnmilitee  eek  in  werkes  is  in 
foore  maneres :  the  iirste  is,  whan  he 
putteth  othere  men  bifom  him.  The 
seconde  is,  to  chese  the  loweste  place 
over-al.  The  thridde  is,  gladly  to  assente 
to  good  conseiL  /  The  ferthe  is,  to  stonde 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hise  sovereyns,  or 
of  him  that  is  in  hyer  degree ;  certein, 
this  is  a  greet  werk  of  hnmilitee.  / 

Seqnltnr  de  Innidia. 

§  80.  After  Pryde  wol  I  speken  of  the 
foole  sinne  of  Envye,  which  is,  as  by  the 
word  of  the  phUosophre,  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  prosperitee ;  and  after  the  word 
of  seint  Angostin,  it  is  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  wele,  and  joye  of  othere  mennes 
(410)  harm.  /  This  foule  sinne  is  platly  agayns 
the  holy  goost.  Al-be-it  so  that  every 
sinne  is  agayns  the  holy  gooet,  yet  nath»- 
lees,  for  as  mnche  as  bonntee  aperteneth 
proprely  to  the  holy  goost,  and  Envye 
comth  proprely  of  malice,  therfore  it  is 
proprely  agayn  the  boontee  of  the  holy 
485  goost.  /  Now  hath  malice  two  speces, 
that  is  to  seyn,  hardnesse  of  herte  in 
wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  flesh  of  man  is 
so  blind,  that  he  oonsidereth  nat  that  he 
is  in  sinne,  or  rekketh  nat  that  he  is  in 
sinne;  which  is  the  hardnesse  of  the 
devel.  /  That  other  spece  of  malice  is, 
whan  a  man  werreyeth  trouthe,  whan  he 
woot  that  it  is  trouthe.  And  eek,  whan 
he  werreyeth  the  grace  that  god  hath 
yeve  to  his  neighebore ;  and  al  this  is  by 
Envye.  /  Certes,  thanne  is  Envye  the 
worste  sinne  that  is.  For  soothly,  aUe 
othere  sinnes  been  8om-tyme  only  agayns 
o  special  vertu ;  /  but  certes,  Envye  is 
agayns  alle  vertues  and  agayns  alle  good- 
nesses ;  for  it  is  sory  of  alle  the  bountees 
of  his  neighebore ;  and  in  this  manere  it 
is  divers  from  alle  othere  sinnes.  /    For 


wel  unnethe  is  ther  any  sinne  that  it  ne 
hath  som  delyt  in  itself,  save  only  Envye, 
that  evere  hath  in  itself  anguish  and 
sorwe.  /    The  speces  of  Envye  been  thise  :  490 
ther  is  first,  sorwe  of  other  mannes  good- 
nesse  and  of  his  prosperitee;  and  pros- 
peritee is  kindely  matere  of  joye;  thanne 
is  Envye  a  sinne  agayns  kinds.  /    The 
seconde  spece  of  Envye  is  joye  of  other 
mannes  harm  ;  and  that  is  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  rejoyseth  him  of 
mannes  harm.  /     Of  thise  two  speces 
comth  bakbjrting ;  and  this  sinne  of  bak- 
byting  or  detraocion  hath  certeine  speces, 
as  thus.    Som  man  preiseth  his  neighe- 
bore by  a  wikke  entente ;  /  for  he  maketh 
alwey  a  wikked  knotte  atte  laste  ende. 
Alwey  he  maketh  a  *  but '  atto  laste  ende, 
that  is  digne  of  more  blame,  than  worth 
is  al  the  preisinge.  /    The  seconde  spece  (420) 
is,  that  if  a  man  be  good  and  dooth  or 
seith  a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bnkbyter 
wol  tnme  all  thilke  goodnesse  up-so-doun 
to  his  shrewed  entente.  /     The  thridde  495 
is,  to  amenuse  the  bonntee  of  his  neighe- 
bore. /    The  fourthe  spece  of  bakbyting 
is  this ;  that  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of 
a  man,  thanne  wol  the  bakbyter  seyn, 
*•  parfey,  swich  a  man  is  yet  bet  than  he ' ; 
in  dispreisinge  of  him  that  men  preise.  / 
The  fifte  spece  is  this ;   for  to  consente 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  other  folk.    This  sinne 
is  ftil  greet,  and  ay  encreseth  after  the 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbyter.  /    Aft)er 
bakbyting  oometh   gruoching   or  mmv 
mnracion;  and  somtyme  it  springeth  of 
inpacience   agayns   god,    and    somtyme 
agayns  man.  /    Agayns  god  it  is,  whan 
a  man  gmccheth  agayn  the  peynes  of 
helle,  or  agayns  poverte,  or  los  of  catel, 
or  agayn  reyn  or  tempest ;  or  elles  gmc- 
cheth that  shrewes  han  prosperitee,  or 
elles  for  that  goode  men  han  adversitee.  /  500 
And  alle  thise  thinges  sholde  men  suffre 
paciently,  for  they  comen  by  the  rightful 
jugement  and  ordinance  of  god.  /    Som- 
tyme comth  gmcching  of  avarice ;    as 
Judas    grucched    agayns    the    Magda- 
leyne,  whan  she  enoynte  the  heved  of 
cure  lord  Jesa  Crist  with  hir  precious 
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oynement.  /  This  maner  mnnnnre  is 
swich  as  whan  xxian  gruccheth  of  good- 
nesse  that  him-self  dooth,  or  that  other 
folk  doon  of  hir  owene  cateL  /  Som- 
tyxne  comth  xnurxnure  of  Piyde ;  as  whan 
Simon  the  Pharisee  grucohed  agayn  the 
Magdaleyne,  whan  she  approched  to  Jesa 
(430)  Crist,  and  weep  at  his  feet  for  hir  sinnes.  / 
And  soxntymo  gmcching  soordeth  of 
Envye ;  whan  men  disoovereth  a  mannes 
harm  that  was  privee,  or  bereth  him  on 

50s  hond  thing  that  is  fals.  /  Hormure  eek 
is  ofbe  amonges  servannts,  that  gracchen 
whan  hir  sovereyns  bidden  hem  doon 
levefol  thinges ;  /  and,  for^os-muche  as 
they  dar  nat  openly  withseye  the  co- 
manndements  of  hir  sovereyns,  yet  wol 
they  seyn  harm,  and  graoohe,  and  mnr- 
mure  prively  for  verray  despyt ;  /  whiche 
wordes  men  cleiwn  the  develes  JPatet' 
notUr,  though  so  be  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  nevere  PaUr-nosUr^  but  that  lewed 
folk  yeven  it  swich  a  name.  /  Som  tyme 
grnoching  comth  of  ire  or  prive  hate, 
that  norisseth  rancour  in  herte,  as  afber^ 
ward  I  shal  declare./  Thanne  cometh 
eek  bittemesse  of  herte;  thuigh  which 
bittemesse  every  good  dede  of  his  neighe- 

510  bor  semeth  to  him  bitter  and  unsavory.  / 
Thanne  cometh  discord,  that  unbindeth 
alle  manere  of  frendshipe^  Thanne  comth 
scominge,  as  whan  a  man  seketh  ocoa- 
sioun  to  anoyen  his  neighebor,  al  do  he 
never  so  wcel.  /  Thanne  comth  accu- 
singe,  as  whan  man  seketh  occasion  to 
anoyen  his  neighebor,  which  that  is  lyk 
to  the  craft  of  the  devel,  that  waiteth 
bothe  night  and  day  to  accusen  us  alle.  / 
Thanne  comth  nudignitee,  thurgh  which 
a  man  anoyeth  his  neighebor  prively  if 
he  may ;  /  and  if  he  noght  may,  algate 
his  wikked  wil  ne  shal  nat  wante,  as  for 
to  brennen  his  hous  prively,  or  empoy- 
sone  or  sleen  hise  bestes,  and  semblable 
(440)  thinges.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatnm  Innidie. 

§  81.  Now  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedie 
agayns  this  foule  sinne  of  Envye.  First, 
is  the  love  of  god  principal,  and  loving  of 
his  neighebor  as  him-solf ;  for  soothly. 


that  oon  ne  may  nat  been  withoute  that 
other.  /     And  truste  wel,  that  in  the  515 
name  of  thy  neighebore  thon  shalt  under- 
stonde  the  name  of  thy  brother;    for 
oertes  aUe  wo  have  o  fader  fleshly,  and 

0  moder,  that  is  to  seyn,  Adam  and  Eve ; 
and  eek  o  fader  espirituel,  and  that  is  god 
of  hevene.  /  Thy  neighebore  artow  holden 
for  to  love,  and  wilne  him  alle  goodnesse ; 
and  therfore  seith  god,  *  love  thy  neighe- 
bore as  thyselve,'  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
salvacion  bothe  of  lyf  and  of  soule.  / 
And  more-over,  thon  shalt  love  him  in 
word,  and  in  benigne  amonestinge,  and 
chastysinge ;  and  conforten  him  in  hise 
ano3res,  and  preye  for  him  vdth  al  th3m 
herte.  /  And  in  dede  thou  shalt  love 
him  in  swich  wyse,  that  thou  shalt  doon 
to  him  in  charitee  as  thou  woldest  that  it 
were  doon  to  thyn  owene  persone.  /  And 
therfore,  thou  ne  shalt  doon  him  no 
damage  in  wikked  word,  no  harm  in  his 
body,  ne  in  his  catel,  ne  in  his  soule,  by 
entysing  of  wikked  ensample.  /  Thou  520 
shalt  natdeeyren  his  wyf,  ne  none  of  hise 
thinges.  Understond  eek,  that  in  the 
name  of  neighebor  is  comprehended  his 
enemy.  /  CSertes  man  shal  loven  his 
enemy  by  the  comandement  of  god ;  and 
soothly  thy  frend  shaltow  love  in  Gkxi.  / 

1  seye,  thyn  enemy  shaltow  love  for  goddes 
sake,  by  his  comandement.  For  if  it 
were  reson  that  a  man  sholde  haten  his 
enemy,  for  sothe  god  nolde  nat  receiven 
us  to  his  love  that  been  hise  enemys.  / 
Agayns  three  manere  of  wronges  that 
his  enemy  dooth  to  h3rm,  he  shal  doon 
three  thinges,  as  thus.  /  Agayns  hate  (450} 
and  rancour  of  herte,  he  shal  love  him  in 
herte.  Agayna  chyding  and  wikkede 
wordes,  ho  shal  preye  for  his  enemy. 
And  agayn  the  wikked  dede  of  his  enemy, 

he  shal  doon  him  bountee.  /  For  Crist  525 
seith,  *  loveth  youre  enemys,  and  preyetla 
for  hem  that  speke  yow  harm ;  and  eek  for 
hem  that  yow  chaoen  and  pursewen,  and 
doth  bountee  to  hem  that  yow  haten.'  Lo, 
thus  comaundeth  us  oure  lord  Jesn  Crist, 
to  do  to  oure  enemya  /  For  soothly, 
nature  dryveth  us  to  loven  oure  freendes, 
and  parfey,  cure  enemys  han  more  nede 
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to  love  than  our  freendes  ;  and  th^  that 
more  nede  have,  certes,  to  hem  shal  men 
doon  goodnesse  ;  /  and  certes,  in  thilke 
dede  have  we  remembrance  of  the  love 
of  Jesn  Cr'ist,  that  d^yde  for  hise  enemys.  / 
And  in-as-mnche  aa  thilke  love  ia  the 
more  grevons  to  perfonme,  in-so-mnche 
is  the  more  gn^etter  the  merite ;  and  ther^ 
fore  the  lovinge  of  onre  enemy  hath  con- 
founded the  venim  of  the  deveL  /  For 
right  as  the  devel  is  disconfited  by  hxuni- 
litee,  right  so  is  he  wounded  to  the  deeth 
550  by  love  of  cure  enemy.  /  Gertes,  thanne 
is  love  the  medicine  that  casteth  ont  the 
venim  of  Envye  fro  mannes  herte.  /  The 
speoes  of  this  pas  shnllen  be  more  largely 
in  hir  chapitres  folwinge  declared.  / 

Sequitnr  de  Ira. 

§  82.  After  Envye  wol  I  discxyven  the 
sinne  of  Ire.  For  soothly,  who-so  hath 
envye  npon  his  neighebor,  anon  he  wole 
comonly  finde  him  a  matere  of  wratthe, 
in  word  or  in  dede,  agayns  him  to  whom 
he  hath  envye.  /  And  as  wel  comth  Ire 
of  Frsrde,  as  of  Envye ;  for  soothly,  he 
that  is  pronde  or  envions  is  lightly 
(460)  wrooth.  / 

§  83.  This  sinne  of  Ire,  afler  the  dis- 
cryving  of  seint  Angnstin,  is  wikXed  wil 

535  to  been  avenged  by  word  or  by  dede.  / 
Ire,  after  the  philosophre,  is  the  fervent 
blood  of  man  y-qniked  in  his  herte,  thnrgh 
which  he  wole  harm  to  him  that  he  hateth.  / 
For  certes  the  herte  of  man,by  eechanflnge 
and  moevinge  of  his  blood,  wezeth  so 
trouble,  that  he  is  out  of  alle  jugement  of 
resoun.  /  Bat  ye  shal  understonde  that 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres ;  that  oon  of  hem 
is  good,  and  that  other  is  wikked.  /  The 
gode  Ire  is  by  jalougye  of  goodnesse,  thurgh 
which  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkednesse 
and  agayns  wikkednesse;  and  therfore 
seith  a  wys  man,  that  '  Ire  is  bet  than 
pley.'  /  This  Ire  is  with  debonairetee, 
and  it  is  wrooth  withouten  bittemesse; 
nat  wrooth  agayns  the  man,  but  wrooth 
with  the  misdede  of  the  man ;  as  seith  the 
prophete  David,  Inudmini  et  noiUte  pee- 

540  care.  /  Now  understondeth,  that  wikked 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres,  that  is  to  aeyn, 


sodeyn  Ire  or  hastif  Ire,  withouten  avis»> 
ment  and  consentinge  of  resoun.  /  The 
mening  and  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  the 
resoun  of  man  ne  consente  nat  to  thilke 
sodeyn  Ire ;  and  thanne  it  is  venial.  / 
Another  Ire  is  ful  wikked,  that  comth  of 
felonye  of  herte  avysed  and  cast  bifom  ; 
with  wikked  wil  to  do  vengeance,  and 
therto  his  resoun  consenteth ;  and  soothly 
this  is  deedly  sinne.  /  This  Ire  is  so  dis- 
plesant  to  god,  that  it  troubleth  his  hous 
and  chaceth  the  holy  goost  out  of  mannes 
soule,  and  wasteth  and  destroyeth  the 
lyknesse  of  god,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  vertu 
that  is  in  mannes  soule ;  /  and  put  in  (47^) 
him  the  lyknesse  of  the  devel,  and 
blnimeth  the  man  fro  god  that  is  his 
rightful  lord.  /  This  Ire  Is  a  ful  greet  545 
plesannce  to  the  devel;  for  it  is  the 
develes  foumeys,  that  is  eschaufed  with 
the  tyr  of  belle.  /  For  certes,  right  so  as 
fyr  is  more  mighty  to  destroyen  erth^ 
thinges  than  any  other  element,  right  so 
Ire  is  mighty  to  destroyen  alle  spirituel 
thinges.  /  Loke  how  tiiat  f^r  of  smale 
gledei;  that  been  almost  dede  under 
asshen,  wollen  quike  agayn  whan  they 
been  touched  with  brimstoon ;  right  so 
Ire  wol  everemo  quiken  agayn,  whan  it 
is  touched  by  the  prydo  that  is  covered  in 
mannes  herte.  /  For  certes  fyr  ne  may 
nat  comen  out  of  no-thing,  butrif  it  were 
first  in  the  same  thing  naturelly ;  as  fyr 
is  drawen  out  of  flintes  with  steeL  /  And 
right  so  as  pryde  is  ofte  tyme  matere  of 
Ire,  right  so  is  rancour  norice  and  keper 
of  Ire.  /  Ther  is  a  manor  tree,  as  seith  550 
seint  Isidre,  that  whan  men  maken  fyr 
of  thilke  tree,  and  oovere  the  coles  of  it 
with  asshen,  soothly  the  fyr  of  it  wol 
lasten  al  a  yeer  or  more.  /  And  right  so 
fareth  it  of  rancour ;  whan  it  is  ones  con- 
ceyved  in  the  hertes  of  som  men,  certein, 
it  wol  lasten  peraventure  fVom  oon  Estre- 
day  unto  another  Estre-day,  and  more.  / 
But  certes,  thilke  man  is  ful  fer  fto  the 
mercy  of  god  al  thilke  while.  / 

§  84.  In  this  fors^yde  develes  foumeys 
ther  tcfrgen  three  shrewes :  Pryde,  that 
ay  bloweth  and  encreseUi  the  fyr  by  chyd- 
ingQ  and  wikked  wordes.  /    Thanne  stant  (4^) 
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Envye,  and  Holdeth  the  hote  iren  upon 
the  herte  of  man  with  a  peire  of  longe 

555  tonges  of  long  rancour.  /  And  thanne 
stant  the  sinne  of  oontnmelie  or  stryf  and 
cheeste,  and  batereth  and  forgeth  by 
vileynB  reprevinges.  /  Cartes,  this  onrsed 
sinne  anoyeth  bothe  to  the  man  him-self 
and  eek  to  his  neighebor.  For  soothly, 
almost  al  the  harm  that  any  man  dooth 
to  his  neighebore  oomth  of  vratthe.  / 
For  certes,  outrageous  wratthe  doth  al 
that  evere  the  deyel  him  comaundeth ; 
for  he  ne  spareth  neitiier  Crist,  ne  his 
Bwete  mooder.  /  And  in  his  outrageous 
anger  and  Ire,  alias !  alias !  ftil  many  oon 
at  that  tyme  feleth  in  his  herte  toX  wik- 
kedly,  bothe  of  Crist  and  of  alle  hise 
halwes./  Is  nat  this  a  cursed  vice  ?  Yis, 
certes.  Alias !  it  binimeth  Arom  man  his 
wit  and  his  resonn,  and  al  his  debonaire 

560  lyf  espirituel  that  sholde  kepen  his  aoule.  / 
Certes,  it  binimeth  eek  goddes  due  lord- 
shipe,  and  that  is  mannes  sonle,  and  the 
love  of  hise  neighebores.  It  stzyveth  eek 
alday  agayn  trouthe.  It  reveth  him  the 
qniete  of  his  herte,  and  subvert^lh  his 
sonle.  / 

§  86.  Of  Ire   comen    thise   stinkinge 
engendrures :    first    hate,    that    is   old 
wratthe;  discord,  thurgh  which  a  man 
forsaketh  his  olde  freend  that  he  hath 
loved  fill  longe.  /    And  thanne  oometh 
werze,  and  every  manere  of  wrong  that 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore,  in  body  or 
in  cateL  /    Of  this  cursed  sinne  of  Ire 
Cometh  eek  manslaughtre.    And  under- 
stonde  wel,  that  homicyde,  tJiat  is  man- 
slaughtre, is  in  dyversewyse.  80m  manere 
(490)  of  homicyde  is  spirituel,  and  som  is  bodily./ 
Spirituel  manslaughtre  is  in  six  thinges. 
First,  by  hate ;  as  seint  John  seith,  *  he 
565  that  hateth  his  brother  is  homicyde.*  / 
Homicyde  is  eek  by  bakbytinge;  ofwhiche 
bakbyteres  eeith  Salomon,  that  *they  han 
two  swerdes  with  whiche  they  sleen  hir 
neighebores.'    For  soothly,  as  wikke  is  to 
binime  his  good  name  as  his  lyf.  /    Homi- 
cyde is  eek,  in  yevinge  of  wikked  conseil 
by  frande ;   as  for  to  yeven  conseil  to 
areysen  wrongAU  custumes  and  taiUages.  / 
Of  whiche  seith  Salomon,  '  Leon  rorynge 


and  here  hongrybeen  lyke  to  the  cruel 
lordshipes,'  in  withholdinge  or  abregginge 
of  the  shepe  (or  the  hyre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servaunts,  or  elles  in  usure  or  in  with- 
drawtnge  of  the  al  mease  of  povre  folk.  / 
For  which  the  wyse  man  seith,  ^fedeth 
him  that  almost  dyeth  for  honger  * ;  for 
soothly,  but-if  thou  fede  him,  thou  sleest 
him ;  and  alle  thise  been  deedly  sinnes.  / 
Bodily  manslaughtre  is,  whan  thow  sleest 
him  with  thy  tonge  in  other  manere  ;  as 
whan  thou  comandest  to  sleen  a  man,  or 
elles  yevest  him  conseil  to  sleen  a  man.  /  57^ 
Manslaughtre  in  dede  is  in  foure  maneres. 
That  oon  is  by  lawe ;  right  as  a  justice 
dampneth  him  that  is  ooupable  to  the 
deeth.    But  lat  the  justice  be  war  that  he 
do  it  rightfully,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  for 
delyt  to  spille  blood,  but  for  kepinge  of 
rightwisenesse.  /    Another  homicyde  is, 
that  is  doon  for  neoessitee,  as  whan  o  man 
sleeth  another  in  his  defendaunt,  and 
that  he  ne  may  noon  otherwise  escape 
from  his  owene  deeth.  /    But  certeinly, 
if  he  may  escape  withouten  manslaughtre 
of  his  adversarie,  and  sleeth  him,  he  doth 
sinne,  and  he  shal  here  penance  as  for 
deedly  sinne.  /    Eek  if  a  man,  by  caas  or 
aventnre,  shete  an  arwe  or  caste  a  stoon 
with  which  he  sleeth  a  man,  he  is  homi- 
cyde. /    Eek  if  a  womman  by  nedigence  (500) 
overlyeth  hir  child  in  hir  sleping,  it  is 
homicyde  and  deedly  sinne.  /    Eek  whan  575 
man  destourbeth  concepcion  of  a  child, 
and  maketh  a  womman  outher  bare3nie 
by  drinkinge  venemouse  herbes,  thuigh 
which  she  may  nat  conceyve,  or  sleeth 
a  child  hy  drinkes  wilfully,  or  eUes  put- 
teth  oerteine    material   thinges    in  hir 
secree  places  to  slee  the  child  ;  /  or  elles 
doth  unkindely  sinne,  hy  which  man  or 
womman  shedeth  hir  nature  in  manere 
or  in  place  ther-^tf  a  child  may  nat  be 
conceived ;  or  elles,  if  a  womman  have 
oonoejrved  and  hurt  hir-self,  and  sleeth 
the  child,  yet  is  it  homiojrde.  /    What 
seye  we  eek  of  wommen  that  mordren  hir 
children  for  drede  of  worldly  shame? 
Certes,  an  horrible  homicjrde./    Homi- 
cyde is  eek  if  a  man  approoheth  to  a 
womman  by  desir  of  leoherye,  thuxgh 
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which  the  child  is  periflsedf  or  elles 
amyteth  a  womman  witingly,  thturgh 
which  ghe  leseth  hir  child.  Alle  thise 
heen  •  homicydes  and  horrible  deedly 
sinnes.  /  Yet  comen  ther  of  Ire  xnanye 
mo  sinnes,  as  wel  in  word  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dede ;  as  he  that  arretteth  upon 
god,  or  blameth  god,  of  thing  of  which  he 
is  him-self  gilty ;  or  despyseth  god  and 
alle  hise  halwes,  as  doon  thise  cursede 

580  hasardonrs  in  diverse  contrees.  /  This 
onrsed  sinne  doon  they,  whan  they  felen 
in  hir  hertes  fol  wikkedly  of  god  and  of 
hise  halwes.  /  Also,  whan  they  treten 
nnreverently  the  sacrement  of  the  auter, 
thilke  sinne  is  so  greet,  that  nnnethe 
may  it  been  relesed,  bat  that  the  merqy 
of  god  passeth  alle  hise  werkes ;  it  is  so 
greet  and  he  so  benigne.  /  Thanne  comth 
of  Ire  attry  angre  ;  whan  a  man  is  sharply 
amonest^d  in  his  shrifte  to  forleten  his 
sinne,  /  than  wole  he  be  angry  and 
answeren  hokerly  and  angrily,  and  deffen- 
den  or  ezcnsen  his  sinne  by  unstedefast- 
nesse  of  his  flesh  ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for 
to  holde  conipanye  with  hise  felawes,  or 
(510)  elles,  he  seith,  the  fend  entyced  him  ;  / 
or  elles  he  dide  it  for  his  yonthe,  or  elles 
his  complexioun  is  so  oorageous,  that  he 
may  nat  forbore ;  or  elles  it  is  his  desUnee, 
as  he  seith,  nnto  a  certein  age ;  or  elles, 
he  seith,  it  cometh  him  of  gentillesse  of 

585  hise  anncestres ;  and  semblable  thinges./ 
Alle  this  manere  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  sinnes,  that  they  ne  wol  nat  deli- 
vere  hem-self.  For  soothly,  no  wight  that 
excuseth  him  wilfnlly  of  his  sinne  may 
nat  been  delivered  of  his  sinne,  til  that 
he  mekely  biknoweth  his  sinne.  /  After 
this,  thanne  cometh  swering,  that  is 
expres  agayn  the  cdmandement  of  god ; 
and  this  bifalleth  ofte  of  anger  and  of 
Ire.  /  God  seith  :  *  thou  shalt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  lord  god  in  yeyn  or  in 
ydeL'  Also  oure  lord  Jesa  Crist  seith  by 
the  word  of  seint  l£athew  :  '  XoUte  iurare 
omnino :  /  ne  wol  ye  nat  swere  in  alle 
manere;  neither  by  hevene,  for  it  is 
goddes  trone ;  ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the 
bench  of  his  feet ;  ne  by  Jemsalem,  for  it 
ia  the  citee  of  a  greet  king ;  ne  by  thyn 


heed,  for  thon  mayst  nat  moke  an  heer 
whjrt  ne  blak.  /  Bnt  seyeth  by  yonre 
word,  **ye,  ye,"  and  "nay,  nay";  and 
what  that  is  more,  it  is  of  jrvel,*  seith 
Crist.  /  For  Cristes  sake,  ne  swereth  nat  590 
so  sinfully,  in  dismembringe  of  Crist  by 
sonle,  herte,  bones,  and  body.  For  certes, 
it  semeth  that  ye  thinke  that  the  onrsede 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  y-nongh  the 
precionse  person  e  of  Crist,  bnt  ye  dis- 
membre  him  more.  /  And  if  so  be  that 
the  lawe  compelle  yow  to  swere,  thanne 
role  yow  after  the  lawe  of  god  in  youre 
swering,  as  seith  Jeremye  quarto  capitulo^ 

*  lurabis  in  veritate^  in  iudicio  it  in  iutticia : 
thoa  shalt  kepe  three  condicions;  thou 
shalt  swere  in  tronthe,  in  doom,  and  in 
rightwisnesse.' /  This  is  to  soyn,  thou 
shalt  swere  sooth ;  for  every  lesinge  is 
agayns  Crist.  For  Crist  is  verray  tronthe. 
And  think  wel  this,  that  every  greet 
swerere,  nat  compelled  lawefhlly  to  swere, 
the  wonnde  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hons  whyl  he  nseth  swioh  nnlevefnl 
swering.  /  Thou  shalt  sweren  eek  in 
doom,  whan  thon  art  constreyned  by  thy 
domesman  to  witnessen  the  tronthe.  /  (520) 
Eek  thou  shalt  nat  swere  for  envye  ne  for 
favour,  ne  for  mede,  but  for  rightwis- 
nesse  ;  for  declaracionn  of  it  to  the  wor- 
ship of  god  and  helping  of  thyne  evene- 
cristene.  /  And  therfore,  every  man  that  595 
taketh  goddes  name  in  ydel,  or  fedsly 
swereth  with  his  mouth,  or  elles  taketh 

on  him  the  name  of  Crist,  to  be  called  a 
Cristene  man,  and  liveth  agayns  Cristes 
livinge  and  his  techinge,  alle  they  taken 
goddes  name  in  ydel.  /  Loke  eek  what 
seint  Peter  seith,  Actuum  quarto  capittdo, 
'  Non  est  aliud  nomen  sub  celo^*  ftc.  *  Ther 
nis  noon  other  name,'  seith  seint  Peter, 

*  under  hevene,  yeven  to  men,  in  which 
they  mowe  be  saved ;'  that  is  to  seyn,  but 
the  name  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Take  kepe  eek 
how  that  the  precious  name  of  Crist,  as 
seith  seint  Paul  ad  Philipensea  meundo^ 

*  In  nomine  Jetu^  &c. :  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesu  every  knee  of  hevenely  creatures,  or 
erthely,  or  of  helle  sholden  bowe ' ;  for  it 
is  so  heigh  and  so  worshiped,  that  the 

I  onrsede  feend  in  helle  sholde  tremblen  to 
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heren  it  y-nexnpned.  /  Thanne  sexneth 
it,  that  men  that  sweren  bo  horribly  hy 
his  blessed  name,  that  they  despyse  him 
more  boldely  tlian  dide  the  onrsede  Jewes, 
or  elles  the  devel,  that  trembleth  whan 
he  hereth  his  name.  / 

§  86.   Now  oertes,  sith  that  swering, 
bnt-if  it  be  lawefnlly  doon,  is  so  heighly 
deffended,  mnche  worse    is   forswering 
600  falsly,  and  yet  nedelees.  / 

§  37.  What  seye  we  eek  of  hem  that 
delyten  hem  in  swering,  and  holden  it  a 
e^entrie  or  a  manly  dede  to  swere  grete 
othes  ?  And  what  of  hem  that,  of  verray 
nsage,  ne  cesse  nat  to  swere  grete  othes, 
al  be  the  cause  nat  worth  a  straw? 
Certes,  this  is  horrible  sinne.  /  Sworingo 
Bodeynly  with-oate  avysement  is  eek  a 
sinno.  /  Bat  lat  ns  go  now  to  thilke 
horrible  swering  of  adjuracionn  and  oon- 
jaracionn,  as  doon  thise  false  enchann- 
tonrs  or  nigromanciens  in  bacins  ftd  of 
water,  or  in  a  bright  swerd,  in  a  cerclo, 
or  in  a  fyr,  or  in  a  shnlder-boon  of  a 
sheep.  /  I  can  nat  seye  but  that  they 
doon  cnrsedly  and  damnably,  agayns 
(530)  Crist  and  al  the  feith  of  holy  chirche.  / 

§  38.  What  seye  we  of  hem  that  bileven 
in  divynailes,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse  of 
briddes,  or  of  bestes,  or  by  sort,  by  geo- 
mancic,  by  dremes,  by  chirkinge  of  dores, 
or  orakkinge  of  houses,  by  gnawynge  of 
605  rattes,  and  swich  manere  wrecohednesse  ?/ 
Certes,  al  this  thing  is  deffended  by  god 
and  by  al  holy  chirche.  For  which  they 
been  acursed,  til  they  come  to  amende- 
ment,  that  on  swich  filthe  setten  hir 
bile ve.  /  Charmes  for  woundes  or  maladye 
of  men,  or  of  bestes,  if  they  taken  any 
effect,  it  may  be  peraventure  that  god 
suffreth  it,  for  folk  sholden  yeve  the  more 
feith  and  reverence  to  his  name.  / 

§  39.  Now  wol  I  spoken  of  lesinges, 
which  generally  is  fals  significacioun  of 
word,  in  entente  to  deceyven  his  evene- 
cristene.  /  Som  lesinge  is  of  which  ther 
comth  noon  avantage  to  no  wight :  and 
som  lesinge  tnmeth  to  the  eso  or  profit  of 
o  man,  and  to  disese  and  damage  of 
another  man.  /  Another  lesinge  is  for 
to  saven  his  lyf  or  his  cateL    Another 


lesinge  comth  of  delyt  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delyt  they  wol  forge  a  long  tale,  luid 
peynten  it  with  alle  circnmstaunoes, 
where  al  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  fals.  /  610 
Som  lesinge  comth,  for  ho  wole  sustene 
his  word ;  and  som  lesinge  oomth  of 
recchelesnesse,  with-onten  avysement ; 
and  semblable  thinges.  / 

§  40.  Lat  us  now  touohe  the  vyce  of 
flateringe,  which  ne  oomth  nat  gladly  bat 
for  drede  or  for  ooveitise.  /  Flatezye  is 
generally  wrongful  preisinge.  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  norices,  that  norimen 
hise  children  with  milk  of  losengerie.  / 
For  sothe,  Salomon  seith,  that  *  flaterie  is 
wors  than  detraccioun.*  For  som-tyme 
detraccion  maketh  an  hautein  man  be 
the  more  humble,  for  he  dredeth  detrac- 
cion ;  but  certes  flaterye,  that  maketh  a 
man  to  enhauncen  his  herte  and  hia 
contenaunce.  /  Flatereres  been  the  de-  (540) 
veles  enchauntours ;  for  they  make  a 
man  to  wene  of  him-self  be  lyk  that  he 
nis  nat  lyk.  /  They  been  lyk  to  Judas  615 
that  bitraysed  [god ;  and  thise  flatereres 
bitraysen]  a  man  to  sellen  him  to  his 
enemy,  that  is,  to  the  deveL  /  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  chapelleyns,  that  singen 
evere  Placebo.  /  I  rekene  flatexye  in  the 
vyces  of  Ire ;  for  ofte  tyme,  if  o  man  be 
wrooth  with  another,  thanne  wol  he 
flatere  som  wight  to  sustene  him  in  his 
querele.  / 

§  41.  Speko  we  now  of  swich  cuzsinge 
as  oomth  of  irons  herte.  Malisoun  gener- 
ally may  be  seyd  every  maner  power  of 
harm.  Swich  cursinge  bireveth  man  fro 
the  regno  of  god,  as  seitli  seint  Paul  / 
And  ofbe  tyme  swich  cursinge  wrongfViIly 
retometh  agayn  to  him  that  ourseth,  as 
a  brid  that  retometh  agayn  to  his  owene 
nest.  /  And  over  alle  thing  men  oghten  620 
eschewe  to  oursen  hir  children,  and  jreven 
to  the  devel  hir  engendrure,  as  ferforth 
as  in  hem  is  ;  certes,  it  is  greet  peril  and 
greet  sinne.  / 

§  42.  Lat  us  thuine  speken  of  chydingo 
and  reproche,  whiohe  been  Ail  grete 
woundes  in  mannes  herte ;  for  they  nn- 
sowen  the  semes  of  firendshipe  in  mannes 
herte.  /    For  certes,  unnethes  may  a  man 
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pleynly  'been  accorded  with  hixn  that 
haUi  him  openly  reryled  and  reproved  in 
diflclaondre.  This  is  a  fdl  grisly  sinne, 
as  Crist  seith  in  the  gospeL  /  And  tak 
kepe  now,  that  he  that  repreveth  his 
neighebor,  onther  he  repreveth  him  by 
som  harm  of  peyne  that  he  hath  on  his 
body,  as  *  mesel,'  *  croked  harlot,'  or  by 
(550)  som  sinne  that  he  dooth.  /  Now  if  he 
repreve  him  by  harm  of  peyne,  thanne 
tameth  the  repreve  to  Jesn  Crist;  for 
peyne  is  sent  by  the  rightwys  sonde  of 
god,  and  by  his  sniftunoe,  be  it  meselrie, 
6^5  or  maheym,  or  maladye.  /  And  if  he 
repreve  him  nncharitably  of  sinne,  as, 

•  thon  holour,*  'thou  dronkelewe  harlot,' 
and  so  forth ;  thanne  aperteneth  that  to 
the  rejoysinge  of  the  devel,  that  evere 
hath  joye  that  men  doon  sinne.  /  And 
oertes,  chydinge  may  nat  come  but  ont  of 
a  vileyns  herte.  For  after  the  habiin- 
dance  of  the  herte  speketh  the  month  fal 
ofte.  /  And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  that 
loke,  by  any  wey,  whan  any  man  shal 
chastyse  another,  that  he  be  war  from 
chydinge  or  reprevinge.  For  trewely,  bnt 
he  be  war,  he  may  i\il  lightly  qoiken  the 
fyr  of  angre  and  of  wratthe,  which  that 
he  sholde  qnenohe,  and  per^ventnre 
sleeth  him  which  that  he  mighte  chastyse 
with  benignitee.  /    For  as  seith  Salomon, 

*  the  amiable  tonge  is  the  tree  of  lyf,'  that 
is  to  seyn,  of  lyf  espiritnel :  and  sothly,  a 
deslavee  tonge  sleeth  the  spirites  of  him 
that  repreveth,  and  eek  of  him  that  is 
repreved.  /  Lo,  what  seith  seint  Angus* 
tin  :  '  ther  is  no-thing  so  lyk  the  develes 
child  as  he  that  ofte  chy deth .'  Seint  Paul 
seith  eek  :  '  I,  servant  of  god,  bihove  nat 

630  to  chyde.'  /  And  how  that  chydinge  be 
a  vileyns  thing  bitwixe  alle  manere  folk, 
yet  it  is  certes  most  nnoovenable  bitwixe 
a  man  and  his  wyf ;  for  there  is  nevere 
reste.  And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  'an 
hons  that  is  uncovered  and  droppinge, 
and  a  chydinge  wyf,  been  lyke.'  /  A  man 
that  is  in  a  droppinge  hous  in  many 
places,  though  he  oschewe  the  droppinge 
in  o  place,  it  droppeth  on  him  in  another 
place;  so  fareth  it  by  a  chydinge  wyf. 
But  she  chyde  him  in  o  place,  she  wol 


chyde  him  in  another.  /  And  therfore, 
'  bettre  is  a  morsel  of  breed  with  joye  than 
an  hous  ftil  of  delyces,  with  chydinge,' 
seith  Salomon.  /  Seint  Paul  seith :  '  O 
ye  wommen,  be  ye  subgetes  to  youre 
housbondes  as  bihoveth  in  god ;  and  ye 
men,  loveth  yoxue  wyves.'  Ad  Odoaaentea^ 
tertio.  I  (560) 

§  48.  Afterward  speke  we  of  scominge, 
which  is  a  wikked  sinne ;  and  namely, 
whan  he  scometh  a  man  for  hlse  gode 
werkes.  /  For  certes,  swiche  scomeres  635 
faren  lyk  the  foule  tode,  that  may  nat 
endure  to  smelle  the  sote  savour  of  the 
vyne  whanne  it  florissheth.  /  Thise 
scomeres  been  jMurting  felawes  with  the 
devel ;  for  they  han  joye  whan  the  devel 
winneth,  and  sorwe  whan  he  leseth.  / 
They  been  adversiuies  of  Jesu  Crist ;  for 
they  haten  that  he  loveth,  that  is  to  sejoi, 
salvanion  of  soule.  / 

§  44.  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  conseil ; 
for  he  that  wikked  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytour.  For  he  deceyveth  him  that 
trusteth  in  him,  ut  Achitoftl  ad  AbaoUmem. 
But  natheless,  yet  is  his  wikked  conseil 
first  agayn  him-self.  /  For,  as  seith  the 
wyse  man,  every  fals  livinge  hath  this 
propertee  in  him-self,  that  he  that  wole 
an<^e  another  man,  he  an<^eth  first 
him-self.  /  And  men  shul  nnderstonde,  640 
that  man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of 
fals  folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevous 
folk,  ne  of  folk  that  loven  specially  to 
niuchel  hir  owene  profit,  ne  to  muche 
worldly  folk,  namely,  in  oonseilinge  of 
soules./ 

§  46.  Now  eomth  the  sinne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  amonges  folk, 
which  is  a  sinne  that  Crist  hateth  outrely ; 
and  no  wonder  is.  For  he  deyde  for  to 
make  concord.  /  And  more  shame  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dide  they  that  him 
crucifyede;  for  god  loveth  bettre,  that 
frendshipe  be  amonges  folk,  than  he  dide 
his  owene  body,  the  which  that  he  yof 
for  unitee.  Therfore  been  they  lykned 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  been  aboute  to 
maken  discord.  / 

§  46.  Now  comth  the  sinne  of  double 
tonge ;  swiche  as  speken  faire  bifom  folk. 
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and  wikkedly  bihinde ;  or  elles  they 
maken  semblant  as  thoni^h  they  gpeke 
of  good  entencionn,  or  elles  in  game  and 
pley,  and  yet  they  speke  of  wikked 
(570)  entente.  / 

§  47.  Xow  oomth  biwreying  of  conseil, 
thurgh  which  a  man  is  defamed ;  certes, 
645  nnnethe  may  he  restore  the  damage.  / 

Now  oomth  manaoe,  that  is  an  open 
folye ;  for  he  that  ofte  manaoeth,  he 
threteth  more  than  he  may  perfoome 
f nl  ofte  tyme.  / 

Now  cometh  ydel  wordes,  that  is  with- 
onten  profit  of  him  that  speketh  tho 
wordes,  and  eok  of  him  that  herkneth 
tho  wordes.  Or  elles  ydel  wordes  been 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  with-outen 
entente  of  natnrel  profit.  /  And  al-be-it 
that  ydel  wordes  been  som  tyme  venial 
sinne,  yet  sholde  men  donten  hem ;  for 
we  shnl  yevo  rekeninge  of  hem  bifore 
god./ 

Now  oomth  janglinge,  that  may  nat 
been  withonte  sinne.  And,  as  seith 
Salomon,  '  it  is  a  sinne  of  apert  folye.*  / 
And  therfore  a  philosophre  seyde,  whan 
men  axed  him  how  that  men  sholde  plese 
the  peple ;  and  he  answerde,  '  do  many 
650  gode  werkes,  and  spek  fewe  jangles.'  / 

After  this  comth  the  sinne  of  japeres, 
that  been  the  develes  apes;  for  they 
maken  folk  to  l^nghe  at  hir  japerie,  as 
folkdoonatthegaudesofanape.  Swiche 
japeres  deffendeth  seint  PauL  /  Loke 
how  that  vertaonse  wordes  and  holy 
conforten  hem  that  travaillen  in  the 
service  of  Crist ;  right  so  oonforten  the 
yileyns  wordes  and  knakkes  of  japeris 
hem  that  travaillen  in  the  service  of  the 
devel.  /  Thise  been  the  sinnes  that  comen 
of  the  tonge,  that  comen  of  Ire  and  of 
othere  sinnes  mo.  / 

Sequitnr  remedliim  contra  peccatnm  Ire. 

§  i8.  The  remedye  agayns  Ire  is  a 
vertn  that  men  depen  Mansaetnde,  that 
is  Debonairetee  ;  and  eek  another  vertn, 
(580)  that  men  oallen  Paoienoe  or  Sufirance.  / 

§  49.  Debonairetee  withdraweth  and 
refreyneth  the  stiringes  and  the  moe- 
vynges  of  mannes  oorage  in  his  herte,  in 


swich  manere  that  they  ne  skippe  nat 
out  by  angre  no  by  Ire.  /  Sni&anoe  655 
snffreth  swetely  alle  the  anoyannces  and 
the  wronges  that  men  doon  to  man  out- 
ward. /  Seint  Jerome  seith  thus  of 
debonfuretee,  that '  it  doth  noon  harm  to 
no  wight,  ne  seith;  ne  for  noon  harm 
that  men  doon  or  seyn,  he  ne  eschanfeth 
nat  agayns  his  resoun.'  /  This  vertn 
som-t3ane  oomth  of  natore ;  for,  as  seith 
the  philosophre,  '  a  man  is  a  qnik  thin^, 
by  nature  debonaire  and  tretable  to 
goodnesse  ;  but  whan  debonairetee  is 
enformed  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the  more 
worth.*  / 

§  60.  Paoienoe,  that  ia  another  remedye 
agayns  Ire,  is  a  vertn  that  sufireth 
swetely  every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is 
nat  wrooth  for  noon  harm  that  is  doon 
to  him./  The  philosophre  seith,  that 
*  paoienoe  is  thilke  vertu  that  sufOreth 
debonairely  idle  the  outrages  of  adver- 
sitee  and  every  wikked  word.'  /  This  660 
vertu  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  god,  and 
maketh  him  goddes  owene  dere  child,  as 
seith  Crist.  This  vertu  disconfiteth  thyn 
enemy.  And  therfore  seith  the  wyse 
man,  *  if  thou  wolt  venquisse  thyn  enemy, 
leme  to  suffire.*  /  And  thou  shalt  under- 
stonde,  that  man  suffireth  foure  manere 
of  grevanoes  in  outward  thinges,  agayns 
the  whiche  foure  he  moot  have  foure 
manere  of  xMtciences.  / 

§  51.  The  firsts  grevance  is  of  wikkede 
wordes ;  thilke  suffrede  Jesu  Crist  with* 
outen  gruoohing,  ful  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  despysed  and  reproved  him  ful 
ofte.  /  Suffire  thou  therfore  paciently ; 
for  the  wyse  man  seith :  *  if  thou  stryve 
with  a  fool,  though  the  fool  be  wrooth  or 
though  he  laughe,  algato  thou  shalt  have 
no  reste.'  /  That  other  grevance  outward  (590) 
is  to  have  damage  of  thy  cateL  Ther* 
agajms  suffired  Crist  ful  paoientiy,  whan 
he  was  despoyled  of  al  that  he  hadde 
in  this  lyf,  and  that  nas  but  hise  clothes.  /  66$ 
The  thridde  grevanoe  is  a  sum  to  have 
harm  in  his  body.  That  su&ed  Crist 
ful  paciently  in  al  his  passioun.  /  The 
fourthe  grevanoe  is  in  outrageous  labour 
in  werkes.    Wherfore  I  seye,  that  folk 
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that  maken  hir  servants  to  trayaillen  to 
gre vonsly ,  or  oat  of  tyxne,  as  on  halydayes, 
soothly  they  do  greet  sinne.  /  Heeiv 
agajrns  snffired  Crist  ftil  paciently,  and 
tanghte  ns  paoience,  whan  he  bar  npon 
his  bliased  shnlder  the  oroys,  npon  which 
he  sholde  snfi&en  despitons  deeth.  /  Heer 
may  men  leme  to  be  paoient ;  for  certes, 
noght  only  Cristen  men  been  paoient  for 
love  of  Jesn  Crist,  and  for  gaerdonn  of 
the  blisftil  ]yf  that  is  perdurable;  bat 
certes,  the  olde  payens,  that  nevere  were 
Cristene,  oommendeden  and  oseden  the 
▼ertn  of  paoienoe.  / 

§  52.  A  philoeophre  ap-on  a  tyme,  that 
wolde  have  beten  his  disciple  for  his  grete 
trespas,  for  which  he  was  greetly  amoeved, 
670  and  broghte  a  yerde  to  scourge  the  child ;  / 
and  whan  this  child  saugh  the  yerde, 
he  seyde  to  his  maister,  *  what  thenke  ye 
to  do?'  *I  wol  bete  thee/  quod  the 
maister,  *for  thy  correocion.*  /  *For 
sothe,'  quod  the  child,  *ye  oghten  first 
correote  youre-self,  that  ban  lost  al  youre 
pacience  for  the  gilt  of  a  child.'  /  *  For 
sothe/  quod  the  maister  al  wepinge,  *  thou 
seyst  sooth;  have  thou  the  yerde,  my 
dere  sone,  and  correcte  me  for  myn 
inpacience.' /  Of  Pacience  comth  Obe- 
dience, thurgh  which  a  man  is  obedient 
to  Crist  and  to  alle  hem  to  whiche  he 
(600)  oghte  to  been  obedient  in  Crist  /  And 
nnderstond  wel  that  obedience  is  perfit, 
whan  that  a  man  doth  gladly  and  hastily, 
with  good  herte  entierly,  al  that  he 
67s  sholde  do.  /  Obedience  generally,  is  to 
perfoume  the  doctrine  of  god  and  of  his 
sovereyns,  to  whiche  him  oghte  to  ben 
obeisaunt  in  alle  rightwsrsnesse.  / 

Sequitnr  de  Accidla. 

§  58.  After  the  sinnes  of  Envie  and  of 
Ire,  now  wol  I  speken  of  the  sinne  of 
Accidie.  For  Envye  blindeth  the  herte 
of  a  man,  and  Ire  troubleth  a  man ;  and 
Accidie  nutketh  him  hevy,  thoghtfU,  and 
wrawe.  /  Envye  and  Ire  maken  bitter- 
nesse  in  herte;  which  bittemesse  is 
moder  of  Accidie,  and  binimeth  him  the 
love  of  aUe  goodnesse.  Thanne  is  Accidie 
the  angnissh  of  a  trouble  herte;  andseint 


Augustin  seith  :  *  it  is  anoy  of  goodnesso 
and  joyo  of  harm.'  /  Certes,  this  is  a 
dampnable  sinne ;  for  it  doth  wrong  to 
Jesu  Crist,  in-as-muche  as  it  binimeth 
the  service  that  men  oghte  doon  to  Crist 
with  alle  diligence,  as  seith  Salomon.  / 
But  Accidie  dooth  no  swich  diligence; 
he  dooth  alle  thing  with  nnoy,  and  with 
wrawnesse,  slaknesse,  and  excnsacioun, 
and  with  ydelnesse  and  unlust ;  for  which 
the  book  seith :  *  acursed  be  he  that  doth 
the  service  of  god  necligently.'  /  Thanne  680 
is  Accidie  enemy  to  everich  estaat  of  man ; 
for  certes,  the  estaat  of  man  is  in  three 
maneres.  /  Outher  it  is  th'estaat  of  inno- 
cence, as  was  th'estaat  of  Adam  bifom 
that  he  fil  into  sinne;  in  which  estaat 
he  was  holden  to  wirche,  as  in  heiyingo 
and  adouringe  of  god.  /  Another  estaat 
is  the  estaat  of  sinfWl  men,  in  which 
estaat  men  been  holden  to  laboure  in 
preyinge  to  god  for  amendement  of  hir 
sinnes,  and  that  he  wole  graunte  hem  to 
arysen  out  of  hir  sinnes.  /  Another 
estaat  is  th'estaat  of  grace,  in  which 
estaat  he  is  holden  to  werkes  of  penitence ; 
and  certes,  to  alle  thise  thinges  is  Accidie 
enemy  and  contrarie.  For  he  loveth  no 
bisinesse  at  aL  /  Now  certes,  this  fonle  (610) 
sinne  Accidie  is  eek  a  ful  greet  enemy 
to  the  lyflode  of  the  body ;  for  it  ne  hath 
no  purveaunce  agayn  temporel  necessitee ; 
for  it  forsleweth  and  forsluggeth,  and 
destrc^eth  alle  goodes  temporeles  by 
reccheleesnesse.  /  6^5 

§  54.  The  fourthethinge  is,  that  Accidie 
is  lyk  to  hem  that  been  in  the  i>eyne  of 
helle,  by-cause  of  hir  slouthe  and  of  hir 
hevinesse ;  for  they  that  been  dampned 
been  so  bounde,  that  they  ne  may  neither 
wel  do  ne  wel  thinke.  /  Of  Accidie  comth 
first,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  and  encombred 
for  to  doon  any  goodnesse,  and  maketh 
that  god  hath  abhominacion  of  swich 
Accidie,  as  seith  seint  Johan.  / 

§  55.  Now  comth  Slouthe,  that  wol  nat 
suf&e  noon  hardnesse  ne  no  penaunco. 
For  soothly,  Slouthe  is  so  tencbre,  and  so 
delicat,  as  seith  Salomon,  that  he  wol 
nat  suffre  noon  hardnesse  ne  penaunce, 
and  therfore  he  shendeth  al   that   he 
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dooth«  /  Agayns  this  roten-herted  siime 
of  Accidie  and  Slonthe  aholde  men  exer- 
cise hem-self  to  doon  gode  werkes,  and 
manly  and  vertnonaly  cacohen  oorage  wel 
to  doon ;  thinkinge  that  onre  lord  Jean 
Crist  qoyteth  eveiy  good  dede,  be  it  never 
so  lyte.  /  Usage  of  labour  is  a  greet 
thing ;  for  it  maketh,  as  seith  seint  Ber- 
nard, the  laborer  to  have  stronge  armes 
and  harde  sinwes ;  and  Slonthe  maketh 

690  hem  feble  and  tendre.  /  Thanne  oomth 
drede  to  biginne  to  werke  any  gode 
werkes ;  for  certes,  he  that  is  enclyned 
to  sinne,  him  thinketh  it  is  so  greet  an 
empryse  for  to  undertake  to  doon  werkes 
of  goodnesse,  /  and  casteth  in  his  herte 
that  the  circumstannces  of  goodnesse 
been  so  greyouse  and  so  chargeaxint  for 
to  suffrSf  that  he  dar  nat  undertake  to 
do  werkes  of  goodnesse,  as  seith  seint 
Qregorie.  / 

§  56.  Now  oomth  wanhope,  that  is  de- 
speir  of  the  mercy  of  god,  that  oomth 
somtyme  of  to  muche  outrageous  sorwe, 
and  somtyme  of  to  muche  drede :  imagin- 
inge  that  he  hath  doon  so  muche  sinne« 
that  it  wol  nat  availlen  him,  though  he 
wolde  repenten  him  and  forsake  sinne :/ 
thnrgh  which  despeir  or  drede  he  abaun- 
doneth  al  his  herte  to  every  maner  sinne, 
(620)  as  seith  seint  Augnstin.  /  Which  damp- 
nable  sinne,  if  that  it  continue  un-to  his 

695  ende,  it  is  deped  sinning  in  the  holy  gost.  / 
This  horrible  sinne  is  so  perilous,  that  he 
that  is  despeired,  ther  nis  no  felonye  ne 
no  sinne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do;  as 
shewed  wel  by  Judas.  /  Gertes,  aboven 
alle  sinnes  thanne  is  this  sinne  most 
displesant  to  Crist,  and  most  adversarie.  / 
Soothly,  he  that  despeireth  him  is  lyk  the 
coward  champioun  recreant,  that  seith 
creant  withoute  nede.  Alias!  alias! 
nedeles  is  he  recreant  and  nedeles  de- 
speired. /  Certes,  the  mercy  of  god  is 
evere  redy  to  every  penitent,  and  is 
aboven  alle  hise  werkes.  /  Alias !  can 
nat  a  man  bithinke  him  on  the  gospel  of 
seint  Luk,  15.,  where-as  Crist  seith  that 
*  as  wel  shal  ther  be  joye  in  hevene  upon 
a  sinful  man  that  doth  penitence,  as 
up-on  n3mety  and  nyne   rightful   men 


that  neden  no  penitence?'/  Lokeforther,  ^00 
in  the  same  gospel,  the  joye  and  the 
feste  of  the  gode  man  that  hadde  lost  his 
sone,  whan  his  sone  with  repentannce 
was  retoumed  to  his  fader.  /  Can  they 
nat  remembren  hem  eek,  that,  as  seith 
seint  Luk  xxiii9  eapUulOj  how  that  the 
theef  that  was  hanged  bisyde  Jesn  Crist, 
seyde:  ^Lord,  remembre  of  me,  whan 
thou  oomest  in-to  thy  regne?*/  *For 
sothe,'  seyde  Crist,  *  I  seye  to  thee,  to-day 
shaltow  been  with  me  in  Paradys.*  / 
Certes,  ther  is  noon  so  horrible  sinne  of 
man,  that  it  ne  may,  in  his  lyf,  be  de- 
stzviyed  by  penitence,  thurgh  vertu  of 
the  passion  and  of  the  deeth  of  Crist.  /  (6jo) 
Alias !  what  nedeth  man  thanne  to  been 
d^ipeired,  sith  that  his  mercy  so  redy  is  and 
large  ?  Axe  and  have.  /  Thanne  cometh  705 
Sompnolence,  that  is,  sluggy  slombringe, 
which  maketh  a  man  be  hevy  and  dul,  in 
body  and  in  soule ;  and  this  sinne  comth 
of  Slonthe.  /  And  certes,  the  tyme  that, 
by  wey  of  resoun,  men  sholde  nat  slope, 
that  is  by  the  morwe ;  bnt-if  ther  were 
cause  resonable.  /  For  soothly,  the  morwe- 
tyde  is  most  covenable,  a  man  to  sejre  his 
prejreres,  and  for  to  thinken  on  god,  and 
for  to  honours  god,  and  to  yeven  almeswe 
to  the  povre,  that  first  oometh  in  the 
name  of  Crist.  /  Lo !  what  seith  Salomon : 
*  who-0o  wolde  by  the  morwe  awaken  and 
soke  me,  he  shal  finds.'  /  Thanne  oometh 
Necligenoe,  or  reocholesnesse,  that  rek- 
keth  of  no-thing.  And  how  that  igno- 
raunce  be  moder  of  alle  harm,  certes, 
Kecligence  is  the  norice.  /  Xecligenoe  710 
ne  doth  no  fors,  whan  he  shal  doon  a 
thing,  whether  he  do  it  weel  or  baddely.  / 
§  67.  Of  the  remedie  of  thise  two  sinnes, 
as  seith  the  wyse  man,  that  *he  that 
dredeth  god,  he  spareth  nat  to  doon  that 
him  oghte  doon.*  /  And  he  that  loveth 
god,  he  wol  doon  diligence  to  plese  god 
by  his  werkes,  and  abaundone  him-self, 
with  al  his  might,  wel  for  to  doon.  / 
Thanne  comth  ydelnesse,  that  is  the  3rate 
of  alle  harmes.  An  ydel  man  is  lyk  to 
a  place  that  hath  no  walles ;  the  develes 
may  entre  on  every  «yde  and  sheten  at 
him  at  discovert,  by  temptacion  on  eveiy 
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(640)  syde.  /  This  ydelnease  is  the  thurrok  of 
alle  wikked  and  vileyns  thoghtes,  and  of 
715  alle  jangleSf  tmfles,  and  of  alls  ordure.  / 
Certes,  the  hevene  is  yeven  to  hem  that 
vfol  laboaren,  and  nat  to  ydel  folk.  £ek 
David  seith :  that  *■  they  ne  been  nat  in 
the  labonr  of  men,  ne  they  shnl  nat  been 
whipped  with  men/  that  is  to  seyn,  in 
pargatorie.  /  Certes,  thanne  semeth  it, 
they  shnl  be  tormented  with  the  devel 
in  belle,  bnt-if  they  doon  penitence.  / 

§  58.  Thanne  comth  the  slnne  that 
men  olepen  TarditoA,  as  whan  a  man  is 
to  latrede  or  taryinge,  er  he  wole  tame 
to  gcd ;  and  certes,  that  is  a  greet  folye. 
He  is  lyk  to  him  that  falleth  in  the  dich, 
and  wol  nat  aryse.  /  And  this  "vyoe 
eomtli  of  a  fals  hope,  that  he  thinketh 
that  he  shal  live  longe;  but  that  hope 
falleth  ful  ofte.  / 

§  59.  Thanne  oomth  Laohesse ;  that  is 
he,  that  whan  he  biginneth  any  good 
werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it  and  stinten ; 
as  doon  they  that  han  any  wight  to 
goveme,  and  ne  taken  of  him  na-more 
kepe,  anon  as  they  iinden  any  contrarie 
720  or  any  anoy.  /  Thise  been  the  newe 
shepherdes,  that  leten  hir  sheep  witingly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  the  breres, 
or  do  no  fors  of  hir  owene  governaonce.  / 
Of  this  comth  poverte  and  destmocioon, 
bothe  of  spiritnel  and  t^mporel  thinges. 
Thanne  comth  a  manere  ooldnesse,  that 
freseth  al  the  herte  of  man.  /  Thanne 
oomth  nndevocionn,  thnrgh  which  a  man 
is  so  blent,  as  seith  seint  Bernard,  and 
hath  swiche  langonr  in  sonle,  that  he 
may  neither  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  chirohe, 
ne  here  ne  thinke  of  no  devooionn,  ne 
travaille  with  hise  handes  in  no  good 
werk,  that  it  nis  him  nnsavory  and  al 
apalled.  /  Thanne  wexeth  he  slow  and 
slombiy,  and  sone  wol  be  wrooth,  and 

(6Sit)  sone  is  enclyned  to  hate  and  to  envye.  / 
Thanne  comth  the  sinne  of  worldly  sorwe, 
swioh  as  is  deped  triaUeia^  that  sleeth 
735  man,  as  seint  Paul  seith.  /  For  certes, 
swioh  Borwe  werketh  to  the  deeth  of 
the  sonle  and  of  the  body  also ;  for  ther- 
of  comth,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owene  lyf./   Wherfore  swioh  sorwe  short- 


eth  fnl  ofte  the  lyf  of  a  man,  er  that  his 
tyme  be  come  by  wey  of  kinde.  / 

Remedlum  contra  peccatmn  Accidie. 

§  60.  Agayns  this  horrible  slnne  of 
Accidie,  and  the  branches  of  the  same, 
ther  is  a  vertn  that  is  called  FortUudo 
or  Strengthen  that  is,  an  affeccionn 
thnrgh  which  a  man  despyseth  anoyons 
thinges./  This  vertu  is  so  mighty  and 
BO  vigorous,  that  it  dar  withstonde 
mightily  and  wysely  kepen  him-self  fro 
perils  that  been  wikked,  and  wrastle 
agayn  the  assantes  of  the  deveL  /  For  it 
enhannceth  and  enforceth  the  sonle,  right 
as  Accidie  abateth  it  and  maketh  it 
feble.  For  this  FortUudo  may  endnre  by 
long  snffrannce  the  travailles  that  been 
oovenable.  /  730 

§  61.  This  vertn  hath  manye  speces ; 
and  the  ilrste  is  cleped  Magnanimitee, 
that  is  to  seyn,  greet  corage.  For  certes, 
ther  bihoveth  greet  corage  agains  Accidie, 
lest  that  it  ne  swolwe  the  sonle  by  the 
sinne  of  sorwe,  or  destroye  it  by  wan- 
hope.  /  This  vertn  maketh  folk  to  nnder« 
take  harde  thinges  and  grevonse  thinges, 
by  hir  owene  wil,  wysely  and  resonably./ 
And  for  as  muchel  as  the  devel  flghteth 
agayns  a  noan  more  by  queyntise  and  by 
sleighte  than  by  strengthe,  therfore  men 
shal  withstonden  him  by  wit  and  by 
resonn  and  by  discrecionn.  /  Thanne  am 
ther  the  vertnes  of  feith,  and  hope  in  god 
and  in  hise  seintes,  to  acheve  and 
acomplice  the  gode  werkes  in  the  whiche 
he  pnrposeth  fermely  to  continne.  /  (660) 
Thanne  comth  senretee  or  sikemesse; 
and  that  is,  whan  a  man  ne  douteth  no 
travaille  in  tyme  cominge  of  the  gode 
werkes  that  a  man  hath  bigonne.  /  735 
Thanne  comth  Magnificence,  that  is  to 
seyn,  whan  a  man  dooth  and  perfonmeth 
grete  werkes  of  goodnesse  that  he  hath 
bigonne ;  and  that  is  the  ende  why  that 
men  sholdo  do  gode  werkes ;  for  in  the 
acomplissinge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lyth 
the  grete  guerdonn./  Thanne  is  ther 
Gonstannce,  that  is,  stiablenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  been  in  herte  by  stedefast 
feith,  and  in  mouthy  and  in  berijige,  and 


702 


Zit  Canitxiw^  ^afee* 


[t.  ((  62-56. 


in  ohere  and  in  dede.  /  Eke  ther  been 
mo  speciale  remediea  agfuns  Accidie,  in 
diverse  werkes,  and  in  conBideraciotin  of 
the  peynes  of  helle,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevene,  and  in  trust  of  the  grace  <^  tba 
holy  goost,  that  \yole  yeve  him  might  to 
peribome  his  gode  entente.  / 

Seqnitur  de  Auaricia. 

§  62.  Afber  Accidie  wol  I  speke  of 
Avarice  and  of  GoveitiBe,  of  ivhioh  sinne 
seith  seint  Fanle,  that '  the  rote  of  alle 
harmes  is  Goveitise* :  Ad  Timotheunij  texto 
capittilo.  I  For  soothly,  whan  the  herte 
of  a  man  is  confounded  in  it-self  and 
troubled,  and  that  the  sonle  hath  lost  the 
oonfort  of  gr.d,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel 
740  solas  of  worldly  thinges.  / 

§  68.  Avarice,  after  the  descripcion  of 
seint  Angnstin,  is  likerousnesse  in  herte 
to  have  erthely  thinges.  /  Som  other 
folk  Seyn,  that  Avarice  is,  for  to  pur- 
chacen  manye  erthely  thinges,  and  no- 
thing yeve  to  hem  that  han  nede.  /  And 
understond,  that  Avarice  ne  stant  nat 
only  in  lond  ne  catel,  but  somtyme  in 
science  and  in  glorie,  and  in  every  manere 
of  outrageous  thing  is  Avarice  and 
Coveitise.  /  And  the  di£ferenoe  bitwixe 
Avarice  and  Coveitise  is  this.  Oyveitise 
is  for  to  coveite  swiche  thinges  as  thou 
hast  nat ;  and  Avarice  is  for  to  withholds 
and  kepe  swiche  Uiinges  as  thou  hast, 
(I70)  with-oute  rightful  nede.  /  Soothly,  this 
Avarice  is  a  sinne  that  is  ful  dampnable ; 
for  al  holy  writ  curseth  it,  and  speketh 
agayns  that  vyce ;  for  it  dooth  wrong  to 
745  Josn  Crist.  /  For  it  bireveth  him  the 
love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  tumeth 
it  bakward  agayns  alle  resoun ;  /  and 
maketh  that  the  avaricious  man  hath 
more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Jesu  Crist, 
and  dooth  more  observance  in  kepinge  of 
his  tresor  than  he  dooth  to  service  of 
Jesu  Crist.  /  And  therfore  seith  seint 
Paul  ad  £pke8ioBf  quifUo,  that  *an 
avaricious  man  is  in  the  thraldom  of 
ydolatrie.'  / 

§  64.  What  difference  is  bitwise  an 
ydolastre  and  an  avaricious  man,  but 
that  an  ydolastre,  per  aventare,  ne  hath 


but  o  mawmet  or  two,  imd  the  avaricious 
man  hath  manye?  For  certes,  every 
florin  in  his  cofre  is  his  mawmet.  /  And 
oertes,  the  sinne  of  Mawmetrye  is  the 
flrste  thing  that  Gk>d  deifended  in  the  ten 
comaundments,  as  bereth  witnesse  Exodi, 
eapUulo  xaP :  /  *  Thou  shalt  have  no  false  75^ 
goddes  bifore  me,  ne  thou  shalt  make 
to  thee  no  grave  thing.*  Thus  is  an 
avaricious  man,  that  loveth  his  tresor 
bifom  god,  an  srdolastre,  /  thurgh  this 
cursed  sinne  of  Avarice.  Of  Coveitiso 
comen  thise  harde  lordshipes,  thurgh 
whiche  men  been  distreyned  by  tallages, 
custumes,  and  cariages,  more  than  hir 
duetee  or  resoun  is.  And  eek  they  taken 
of  hir  bonde-men  amerciments,  whiche 
mighten  more  resonably  ben  cleped 
extorcions  than  amerciments.  /  Of  whicho 
amerciments  and  raunsoninge  of  bonde- 
men,  somme  lordes  stywardes  seyn,  that 
it  is  rightful;  for-as-mnche  as  a  cherl 
hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it  ne  is  his 
lordes,  as  they  seyn.  /  But  certes,  thise 
lordshipes  doon  wrong,  that  bireven  hir 
bonde-folk  thinges  that  they  nevere  yave 
hem :  Au{pui^t»  de  CivUaU^  libro  nono.  /  (680) 
Sooth  is,  that  the  condicioun  of  thraldom 
and  the  firste  cause  of  thraldom  is  for 
sinne ;  OeneaiB,  quinto.  /  755 

§  65.  Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the  gilt 
disserveth  thraldom,  but  nat  nature.  / 
Wherfore  thise  lordes  ne  sholde  nat 
muche  glorifyen  hem  in  hir  lordshipes, 
sith  that  by  natnrel  condicion  they  been 
nat  lordes  of  thralles;  but  for  that 
thraldom  oomth  first  by  the  desert  of 
sinne.  /  And  forther-over,  ther-as  the 
lawe  seith,  that  temporel  godes  of  bonde- 
folk  been  the  godes  of  hir  lordshipes,  ye, 
that  is  for  to  xinderstonde,  the  godes  of 
the  emperoor,  to  deffenden  hem  in  hir 
right,  but  nat  for  to  robben  hem  ne  reven 
hem.  /  And  therfore  seith  Seneca :  *  thy 
prudence  sholde  live  benignely  with  thy 
thralles.'  /  Thilke  that  thou  depest  thy 
thralles  been  goddes  peple ;  for  humble 
folk  been  Cristes  freendes;  they  been 
oontnbemial  with  the  lord.  /  760 

§  66.  Think  eek,  that  of  swioh  seed  as 
eherles  springeth,  of  swich  seed  springen 
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lordes.  As  wel  may  the  oherl  be  saved  as 
the  lord.  /  The  same  deeth  that  taketh 
the  oherl,  swich  deeth  taketh  the  lord. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  do  right  so  with  thy 
cherl,  as  thoa  woldest  that  thy  lord  dide 
with  thee,  ifthon  were  in  his  plyt./  Every 
sinfhl  man  is  a  cherl  to  sinne.  I  rede 
thee,  certes,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
Bwiche  wyse  with  thy  cherles,  that  they 
rather  love  thee  than  drede.  /  I  woot  wel 
ther  is  degree  above  degree,  as  reson  is ; 
and  skile  it  is,  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
ther-as  it  is  due;  but  certes,  extorcions 
and  despit  of  yonre  nnderlinges  is  damp- 
(690)  nable.  / 

§  67.  And  forther-over  nnderstond  wel, 
that  thise  conqueroars  or  tirannts  maken 
fol  ofle  thralles  of  hem,  that  been  bom  of 
OS  royal  blood  as  been  they  that  hem 
765  conqueren.  /      This    name  of  thraldom 
was  nevere  erst  couth,  til  that  Noe  seyde, 
that  his  Bone  Canaan  sholde  be  thral  to 
hise  bretheren  for   his  sinne.  /    What 
seye  we  thanne  of  hem  that  pilen  and 
doon  extorcions  to  holy  ohirche?    Certes, 
the    swerd,    that    men    yeven    first    to 
a  knight  whan  he  is  newe  dabbed,  signi- 
fyeth    that    he    sholde   deffenden    holy 
chirche,  and  nat  robbeu  it  ne  pilen  it ; 
and  who  so  dooth,  is  traitour  to  Crist.  / 
And,  as  seith  seint  Augostin,  *  they  been 
the  develes  wolves,  that  stranglen  the 
sheep  of  Jesu  Crist';    and  doon  worse 
than  wolves.  /     For  soothly,  whan  the 
wolf  hath  ful  his  wombe,  he  stinteth  to 
strangle  sheep.    Bat  soothly,  the  pilours 
and  destroyoars  of  goddes  holy  chirche 
ne  do  nat  so ;  for  they  ne  stinte  nevere  to 
pile.  /    Now,  as  I  have  seyd,  sith  so  is 
that  sinne  was  first  cause  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thus ;  that  thilke  tyme  that 
ttl  this  world  was  in  sinne,  thanne  was  al 
770  this  world  in  thraldom  and  sul^eccionn./ 
But  certes,  sith  the  tyme  of  grace  cam, 
god  ordeyned  that  som  folk  sholde  be 
more  heigh  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
som  folk  more  lowe,  and  that  everich 
sholde  be  served  in  his  estaat  and  in  his 
degree.  /    And  therfore,  in  somme  con- 
trees  ther  they  byen  thralles,  whan  they 
han  turned  hem  to  the  feith,  they  maken 


hir  thralles  free  out  of  thraldom.     And 
therfore,  certes,  the  lord  oweth  to  his 
man  that  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord.  / 
The  Pope  calleth  him-self  servant  of  the 
servaunts  of  god ;   but  for-as-muche  fis 
the  estaat  of  holy  chirche  ne  mighte  nat 
han  be,  ne  the  commune  profit  mighte 
nat  han  be  kept,  ne  pees  and  reste  in 
erthe,  but-if  god  hadde  ordeyned  that 
som  men  hadde  hyer  degree  and   som 
men  lower :  /  therfore  was  soverejmtee 
ordeyned    to  kepe    and   mayntene  and 
de£fenden  hir  underlinges  or  hir  subgcts 
in  resoun,  as  ferforth  as  it  lyth  in  hir 
power;    and  nat  to  destroyen  hem  ne 
confounde.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  thilke  (700) 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves,  that  devouren 
the  possessiouns  or  the  catel  of  povre  folk 
wrongfVilly,  with-outen  mercy  or  mesure,  /  775 
they  shul  receyven  by  the  same  mesure 
that  they  han  mesnred  to  povre  folk  the 
mercy  of  Jesu  Crist,  but-if  it  be  amended.  / 
Now  comth  deoeite  bltwixe  marchant  and 
marohant.    And  thow  shalt  understonde, 
that  marchandyse  is  in  two  maneres; 
that  oon   is    bodily,  and  that  other  is 
goostly.     That  oon  is  honeste  and  leveinl, 
and  that  other  is  deshoneste  and  unleve- 
f^  /   Of  thilke  bodily  marchandyse,  that 
is  leveful  and  honeste,  is  this ;  that,  there- 
as  god  hath  ordeyned  that  a  regne  or 
a  contree  is  sufflsaunt  to  him-self,  thanne 
is  it  honeste  and  leveful,  that  of  habun- 
daunoe  of  this  contree,  that  men  heli)e 
another  contree  that  is  more  nedy.  /  And 
therfore,  ther  mote  been  marchants  to 
bringen  fVo  that  o  contree  to  that  other 
hire  marchandyses.  /    That  other  mar- 
chandise,  that  men  haunten  with  fraude 
and  trecherie  and  deoeite,  with  lesinges 
and  false  othes,  is  cursed  and  dampnable./  780 
Espirituel  marchandyse  is  proprely  83'- 
monye,  that  is,  ententif  de^yr  to  byen 
thing    espirituel,    that    is,    thing    that 
aperteneth  to  the  seintuarie  of  god  and  to 
cure  of  the  soule.  /    This  desjrr,  if  so  be 
that  a  man  do  his  diligence  to  parfoumen 
it,  al-be-it  that  his  desjrr  ne  take  noon 
effect,  yet  is  it  to  him  a  deedly  sinne ; 
and  if  he  be  ordred,  he  is  irreguler.  / 
Certes,    Symonye   is    doped    of  Symon 
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Magus,  that  wolde  han  boght,  for  tem- 
porel  catel,  the  yifbe  that  god  hadde 
yeven,  by  the  holy  goost,  to  seint  Peter 
and  to  the  apostles.  /  And  therfore 
nnderstondi  that  bothe  he  that  selleth 
and  he  that  byeth  thlnges  espuitaels, 
been  oleped  Symonials ;  be  it  by  catel,  be 
it  by  procnringef  or  by  fleshly  preyere 
of  hise  freendes,  fleshly  freendes,  or 
(710)  espiritnel  ft'eendes.  /  Fleshly,  in  two 
maneres ;  as  by  kinrede  or  oth  ere  f reendes. 
Soothly,  if  they  praye  for  him  that  is  nat 
worthy  and  aUe,  it  is  Symonye  if  lie  take 
the  benefice ;  and  if  he  be  worthy  and 

785  able,  ther  nis  noon.  /  That  other  manere 
is,  whan  a  man  or  womman  preyen  for 
folk  to  avaunoen  hem,  only  for  wikked 
fleshly  affeccioun  that  they  have  nn-to 
the  persone ;  and  that  is  fonl  Symonye.  / 
Bnt  certes,  in  service,  for  which  men 
yeven  thinges  espiritnels  nn-to  hir 
servants,  it  moot  been  nnderstonde  that 
the  service  moot  been  honeste,  and  elles 
nat ;  and  eek  that  it  be  with-oaten  bar- 
gayninge,  and  that  the  persone  be  able.  / 
For,  as  seith  seint  Damasie,  *alle  the 
sinnes  of  the  world,  at  regard  of  this 
sinne,  am  as  thing  of  noght ' ;  for  it  is 
the  gretteste  sinne  that  may  be,  after  the 
sinne  of  Lucifer  and  Antecrist.  /  For, 
by  this  sinne,  god  forleseth  the  chirche, 
and  the  soule  that  he  boghte  with  his 
precious  blood,  by  hem  that  yeven 
chirchcs  to  hem  that  been  nat  digne.  / 
For  they  putten  in  theves,  that  stolen  the 
Boulefl  of  Jesu  Christ  and  destroj^n  his 

7^)  patrimoine.  /  By  swiche  nndigne  preest^s 
and  cnrates  han  lewed  men  the  lasse 
reverence  of  the  sacraments  of  holy 
chirohe  ;  and  swiche  3reveres  of  ohirches 
putten  out  the  children  of  Crist,  and 
putten  in-to  the  chirche  the  develes  owene 
sone.  /  They  sellen  the  soules  that 
lambes  sholde  kepen  to  the  wolf  that 
strangleth  hem.  And  therfore  shul  they 
nevere  han  part  of  the  pasture  of  lambes, 
that  is,  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  Now 
comth  hasardrye  with  hise  apurtenaunces, 
as  tables  and  rafles;  of  which  comth 
deceite,  false  othes,  chydinges,  and  alle 
ravines,  blaspheminge  and  reneyinge  of 


god,  and  hate  of  hise  neighebores,  wast  of 
godes,  misspendinge  of  tyme,  and  som- 
tyme  manslaughtre.  /  Certes,  hasardonrs 
ne  mowe  nat  been  with>outen  greet  sinne 
whyles  they  haunte  that  craft.  /  Of  (720) 
avarice  comen  eek  lesinges,  thefte,  fals 
witnesse,  and  false  othes.  And  ye  shul 
nnderstonde  that  thise  been  grete  sinnes, 
and  expres  agayn  the  oomaundements  of 
god,  as  I  have  seyd.  /  FoJs  witnesse  is  in  795 
word  and  eek  in  dede.  In  word,  as  for  to 
bireve  thy  neighebores  goode  name  by 
thy  fals  witnessing,  or  bireven  him  his 
catel  or  his  heritage  hy  thy  figils  witness* 
ing ;  whan  thou,  for  ire  or  for  mede,  or 
for  envye,  berest  £als  witnesse,  or  aocusest 
him  or  excusest  him  by  thy  fals  witnesse, 
or  elles  excusest  thy-self  falsly.  /  Ware 
yow,  questemongeres  and  notaries !  Certes, 
for  fals  witnessing  was  Susanna  in  ful 
gret  sorwe  and  peyne,  and  many  luiother 
mo.  /  The  sinne  of  thefte  is  eek  expres 
agasms  goddes  heste,  and  that  in  two 
maneres,  corporel  and  espiritueL  /  Cor* 
porel,  as  for  to  take  thy  neighebores  catel 
agayn  his  wil,  be  it  by  force  or  by  sleighte, 
bo  it  by  met  or  l^  mesure.  /  By  steling 
eek  of  false  enditements  upon  him,  and 
in  borwinge  of  thy  neighebores  catel,  in 
entente  nevere  to  payen  it  agayn,  and 
semblable  thinges.  /  Espirituel  thefte  is  800 
Sacrilege,  that  is  to  seyn,  hurtinge  of  holy 
thinges,  or  of  thinges  sacred  to  Crist,  in 
two  maneres ;  by  reson  of  the  holy  place, 
as  chirches  or  chirohe>hawes,  /  for  which 
every  vileyns  sinne  that  men  doon  in 
swiche  places  may  be  deped  sacrilege,  or 
every  violence  in  the  semblable  places. 
Also,  they  that  withdrawen  falsly  the 
rightes  that  longen  to  holy  chirche.  / 
And  pleynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reven  holy  thing  fro  holy  place,  or  un- 
holy thing  out  of  holy  place,  or  holy  thing 
out  of  unholy  place.  / 

Relevacio  contra  peccatum  Avarlde. 

§  68.  Now  shul  3re  understonde,  that 
the  relevinge  of  Avarice  is  miserioorde, 
and  pitee  largely  taken.  And  men 
mighten  axe,  why  that  m^rioorde  and 
pitee  is  relevinge  of  Avarice  ?  /    Certes,  (730) 


T.  (S  69,  70.] 


I.    Zit  (Pereonee  ^&. 


705 


the  avaricioiiB  man  sheweth  no  pitee  ne 
miseiicorde  to  the  nedefol  man ;  for  he 
delyteth  him  in  the  kepinge  of  his  tresor, 
and  nat  in  the  reecowinge  ne  relevinge  of 
his  evene-oristene.    And  therfore  speke 

8P5  I  first  of  miserioorde.  /  Thanne  is  miser- 
ioozde,  as  seith  the  philosophre,  a  yertn, 
by  which  the  corage  of  man  is  stired 
by  the  misese  of  him  that  is  misesed.  / 
Up-on  which  misericozde  folweth  pitee, 
in  piurfoaminge  of  charitable  werkes  of 
misericorde.  /  And  certes,  thise  thinges 
moeven  a  man  to  misericorde  of  Jesn 
Crist,  that  he  yaf  him-self  for  onre  giltt 
and  Boffred  deeth  for  misericorde,  and 
forgaf  ns  onre  originale  sinnes ;  /  and 
therby  released  ns  fro  the  peynes  of  helle, 
and  amenused  the  peynes  of  pnigatorie 
by  penitence,  and  yeveth  grace  wel  to  do, 
and  atte  laste  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  The 
flpeces  of  miserioorde  been,  as  for  to  lene 
and  for  to  yeye  and  to  foryeven  and 
relesse,  and  for  to  han  pitee  in  herte,  and 
oompassionn  of  the  meschief  of  his  evene- 
oristene,  and  eek  to  chastyse  there  as 

810  nede  is.  /  Another  manere  of  remedie 
agayns  Avarice  is  resonable  largesse ;  but 
soothly,  here  bihoveth  the  consideracioun 
of  the  grace  of  Jesa  Crist,  and  of  hise 
temporal  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  godes 
perdnrables  that  Crist  yaf  to  ns;/  and 
to  han  remembrance  of  the  deeth  that  he 
shal  receyve,  he  noot  whanne,  where,  ne 
how ;  and  eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that 
he  hath,  save  only  that  he  hath  deQ)ended 
in  gode  werkea.  / 

§  60.  But  for-as-mnohe  as  8<Haft  folk  been 
nnmesurable,  men  oghten  esohne  fool- 
laxgesse,  that  men  depen  wast.  /  Certes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  yeveth  nat  his 
catel,  but  he  leseth  his  cateL  Soothly, 
what  thing  that  he  yeveth  for  veyne 
glorie,  as  to  minstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to 
beren  his  renonn  in  the  world,  he  hath 
(740)  sinne  ther-of  and  noon  almesse.  /  Certes, 
he  leseth  foole  his  good,  that  ne  seketh 
with  the  yifte  of  his  good  no>thing  bnt 

815  sinne.  /  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  seketh 
rather  to  drinken  drovy  or  trouble  water 
than  for  to  drinken  water  of  the  clere 
welle.  /  And  for^M-mnchel  as  they  yeven 


ther  as  they  sholde  nat  yeven,  to  hem 
aperteneth  thilke  malisoun  that  Crist 
shal  yeven  at  the  day  of  dome  to  hem 
that  shullen  been  dampned.  / 

Sequitnr  da  Gnla. 

§  70.  After  Avarice  oomth  Glotonye, 
which  is  expres  eek  agayn  the  oomande- 
ment  of  god.  Olotonye  is  nnmesurable 
appetyt  to  ete  or  to  drinke,  or  elles  to 
doon  y-nogh  to  the  nnmesurable  appetyt 
and  desordeynee  oovei^nse  to  eten  or  to 
drinke.  /  This  sinne  corrumped  al  this 
world,  as  is  wel  shewed  in  the  sinne  of 
Adam  and  of  Eve.  Loke  eek,  what  seith 
seint  Paul  of  Olotonye.  /  '  Kanye,*  seith 
seint  Paul,  *goon,  of  whiche  I  have  ofte 
seyd  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye  it  wepinge, 
that  they  been  the  enemys  of  the  croys  of 
Crist ;  of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  and 
of  whiche  hir  wombe  is  hir  god,  and  hir 
glorie  in  oonftisioun  of  hem  that  so 
saveren  erthely  thinges.'  /  He  that  is  Sao 
usaunt  to  this  sinne  of  Glotonye,  he  ne 
may  no  sinne  withstonde.  He  moot  been 
in  servage  of  alle  vyces,  for  it  is  the 
develes  hord  ther  he  hydeth  him  and 
resteth.  /  This  sinne  hath  manye  speoes. 
The  finite  i»  dronkenesse,  that  is  the 
horrible  sepulture  of  mannes  resoun ;  and 
therfore,  whan  a  man  is  dronken,  he  hath 
lost  his  resoun;  and  this  is  deedly  sinne./ 
But  soothly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat 
wont  to  strong  drinke,  and  peraventure 
ne  knoweth  nat  the  strengthe  of  the 
drinke,  or  hath  feblesse  in  his  heed,  or 
hath  travailed,  thurgh  which  he  drinketh 
the  more,  al  be  he  sodeynly  caught  with 
drinke,  it  is  no  deedly  sinne,  but  veniaL  / 
The  seconde  spece  of  Glotonye  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  trouble ;  for 
dronkenesse  bireveth  him  the  discrecioun 
of  his  wit.  /  The  thridde  spece  of  (750) 
Glotonye  is,  whan  a  man  devoureth  his 
mete,  and  hath  no  rightful  manere  of 
etinge.  /  The  fourthe  is  whan,  thuigh  8^5 
the  grete  habundaunce  of  his  mete,  the 
humours  in  his  body  been  destempred.  / 
The  fifths  IS,  foryetelnesse  by  to  muchel 
drinkinge;    for  which  somtyme  a  man 
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foiyeteth  er  the  morwe  what  he  dide  at 
even  or  on  the  night  bifom.  / 

§  71.  In  other  manere  been  distinct 
the  speces  of  Qlotonye,  after  seint  Gr^ 
gorie.  The  firste  is,  for  to  ete  bifbm 
tyme  to  ete.  The  seconde  is,  whan  a  man 
get  him  to  delicat  mete  or  drink&  /  The 
thridde  is,  whan  men  taken  to  muche 
over  mesore.  The  foorthe  is  cnriositee, 
with  greet  entente  to  mftken  and  appa- 
raillen  his  mete.  The  fifbhe  is,  for  to  eten 
to  gredily.  /  Thise  been  the  fyve  fingres 
of  the  develeshand,  by  whiche  he  draweth 
830  folk  to  sinne.  / 

Remedinm  contra  peccatnm  Gnle. 

§  72.  Agayns  Glotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Galien;  but  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it  only  for 
the  hele  of  his  body.  Seint  Angnstin 
wole,  that  Abstinence  be  doon  for  vertn 
and  with  pacienoe.  /  Abstinence,  he 
seith,  is  litel  worth,  but-if  a  man  have 
good  wil  ther-to,  and  bnt  it  be  enforced 
by  paoience  and  by  charitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  godes  sake,  and  in  hope 
to  have  the  blisse  of  hevene.  / 

§  78.  The  felawes  of  Abstinence  been 
Attemperannce,  that  holdeth  the  mene  in 
alle  thinges:  eek  Shame,  that  eschneth 
alle  deshonestee :  Soffisanoe,  that  seketh 
no  riche  metes  ne  drinkes,  ne  dooth  no 
fors  of  to  ontrageons  apparailinge  of 
mete.  /  Mesnre  also,  that  restreyneth  by 
tesonn  the  deelavee  appetyt  of  etinge : 
Sobrenesse  also,  that  restreyneth  the 
(760)  ontrage  of  drinke :  /  Sparinge  also,  that 
restreyneth  the  delicat  ese  to  idtte  longe 
at  his  mete  and  softely;  wherfore  som 
folk  stonden  of  hir  owene  wil,  to  eten  at 
835  the  lasM  leyser.  / 

Seqnltnr  de  Lnziirla. 

§  74.  After  Glotonye,  thanne  oomth 
Lecherie  ;  for  thise  two  sinnes  been  so  ny 
cosins,  that  ofte  tjme  they  wol  nat  de- 
parte.  /  God  woot,  this  sinne  is  fnl 
displesiEinnt  thing  to  god;  for  he  seyde 
himself, '  do  no  lecherie.*  And  therfore 
he  pntte  grete  peynes  agayns  this  sinne 
in  the  olde  lawe./  If  womman  thral  were 


taken  in  this  sinne,  she  sholde  be  beten 
with  staves  to  the  deeth.  And  if  she 
were  a  gentil  womman,  she  sholde  be 
sla3m  with  stones.  And  if  she  were 
a  bisshoppes  doghter,  she  sholde  been 
brent,  by  goddes  oomandement.  /  For- 
ther  over,  by  the  sinne  of  Lecherie,  god 
dreynte  al  the  world  at  the  dilnge.  Ajid 
after  that,  he  brente  fyve  citees  with 
thonder-leyt,  and  sank  hem  in-to  helle.  / 
§  76.  Now  lat  ns  speke  thanne  of  thilke 
stinkinge  sinne  of  Lecherie  that  men 
olepe  Avontrie  of  wedded  folk,  that  is  to 
seyn,  if  that  oon  of  hem  be  wedded,  or 
elles  bothe.  /  Seint  John  seith,  that  84a 
avoutiers  shnllen  been  in  helle  in  a  stank 
brenninge  of  fyr  and  of  brimston ;  in  fyr, 
for  the  lecherie ;  in  brimston,  for  the 
stink  of  hir  ordore.  /  Certes,  the  brekinge 
of  this  sacrement  is  an  horriUe  thing ; 
it  was  maked  of  god  him-self  in  paradys, 
and  conformed  by  Jesa  Grist,  as  wit- 
nesseth  seint  Mathew  in  the  gosftel ; 
*•  A  man  shal  lete  fader  and  moder,  and 
taken  him  to  his  wyf,  and  they  shnllen 
be  two  in  o  flesh.*  /  This  sacrement  bi- 
tokneth  the  knittinge  togidre  of  Crist 
and  of  holy  chirche.  /  And  nat  only 
that  god  forbad  avontrie  in  dede,  but  cek 
he  comanded  that  thon  sholdest  nat 
ooveite  thy  neighebores  wyf.  /  In  this  (77o) 
heeste,  seith  seint  Angnstin,  is  forboden 
alle  manere  coveitiso  to  doon  lecherie. 
Lo  what  seith  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
that  *  who-so  seeth  a  womman  to  coveitiae 
of  his  last,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  with  hir 
in  his  herte.*  /  Here  may  ye  seen  that  845 
nat  only  the  dede  of  this  sinne  is  for- 
boden, but  eek  the  desyr  to  doon  that 
sinne.  /  This  cursed  sinne  anoyeth  gre- 
vousliche  hem  that  it  hannten.  And  flrst, 
to  hir  soule ;  for  he  oblygeth  it  to  sinne 
and  to  peyne  of  deeth  that  is  perdur- 
able./ TJn-tothe  body  anoyeth  it  grevonsly 
also,  for  it  dreyeth  him,  and  wasteth, 
and  shent  him,  and  of  his  blood  he  maketh 
sacrifyce  to  the  feend  of  helle ;  it  wasteth 
his  catel  and  his  substaunoe.  /  And 
certes,  if  it  be  a  fool  thing,  a  man  to 
waste  his  catel  on  wommen,  yet  is  it 
a  fouler  thing  whan  that,  for  swich  ordure, 
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wommen  dispenden  np-on  men  hir  oatel 
and  salistaance.  /  This  sinne,  as  seith 
the  prophetOf  bireveth  man  and  womman 
hir  gode  fame,  and  al  hir  honour ;  and  it 
is  fnlpleaaannt  to  the  devel ;  for  ther-by 
winneth  he  the  moste   partie    of  this 

8^  world.  /  And  right  as  a  marohant  de- 
lyteth  him  most  in  chaffare  that  he  hath 
most  avantage  of,  right  so  delyteth  the 
feend  in  this  ordure.  / 

§  76.  This  is  that  other  hand  of  the 
•devel,  with  fyve  fingres,  to  cacche  the 
peple  to  his  vUeinye.  /  The  firste  finger 
is  the  fool  lookinge  of  the  fool  womman 
and  of  the  fool  man,  that  sleeth,  right  as 
the  basiliook  sleeth  folk  by  the  venim  of 
his  sighte ;  for  the  ooveitise  of  eyen  fol- 
weth  the  ooveitise  of  the  herte.  /  The 
seoonde  finger  is  the  vileyns  tonchinge  in 
wlkkede  manere;  and  ther-fore  seith 
Salomon,  that  who-so  toncheth  and  hand- 
leth  a  womman,  he  fareth  lyk  him  that 
handleth  the  scorpioun  that  stingeth  and 
Bodeynly  sleeth  thnrgh  his  enveniminge ; 
as  who40  toncheth  warm  pich,  it  shent 
(780)  his  fingres.  /  The  thridde,  is  fonle  wordes, 
that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  right  anon  bren- 

C55  neth  the  herte.  /  The  foarthe  finger  is 
the  kissinge ;  and  trewely  he  were  a  greet 
fool  that  wolde  kisse  the  mouth  of  a  bren- 
ninge  ovene  or  of  a  fonmeys.  /  And 
more  fooles  been  they  that  kissen  in 
vileinye ;  for  that  month  is  the  mouth  of 
helle:  and  namely,  thise  olde  dotardes 
holonrs,  yet  wol  they  kisse,  though  they 
may  net  do,  and  smatre  hem.  /  Certes, 
they  been  lyk  to  honndes ;  for  an  hound, 
whan  he  comth  by  the  roser  or  by  othere 
•fbusshes,  though  he  may  nat  pisse,  yet 
w(de  he  heve  up  his  leg  and  make  a  oon- 
tenaunce  to  pisse.  /  And  for  that  many 
man  weneth  that  he  may  nat  sinne,  for 
no  likerousnesse  that  he  doth  with  his  wyf ; 
certes,  that  opinion  is  fals.  God  woot, 
a  man  may  sleen  him-self  with  his  owene 
knyf,  and  make  him-selven  dronken  of 
his  owene  tonne.  /  Certes,  be  it  wyf,  be 
it  child,  or  any  worldly  thing  that  he 
loveth  bifom  god,  it  is  his  maumet,  and 

860  he  is  an  ydolastre.  /  l£an  sholde  loven 
his  wyf  by  disoreoionn,  paciently  and 


atemprely ;  and  thanne  is  she  as  though 
it  were  his  suster.  /  The  flilhe  finger  of 
the  develes  hand  is  the  stinkinge  dede  of 
Lecherie.  /  Certes,  the  fyve  fingres  of 
Olotonie  the  feend  put  in  the  wombe 
of  a  man,  and  with  hise  lyve  fyngres 
of  Leoherie  he  gripeth  him  by  the  reynas, 
for  to  throwen  him  in-to  the  foumeys  of 
helle ;  /  ther-as  they  shul  han  the  fyr 
and  the  wormes  that  evere  shul  lasten 
and  wepinge  and  wailinge,  sharp  hunger 
and  thurst,  and  grimnesse  of  develes  that 
shullen  al  to-trede  hem,  with-onten  respit 
and  with-outen  ende.  /  Of  Lecherie,  as  (790) 
I  seyde,  sourden  diverse  speoes ;  as  fomi- 
cacioun,  that  is  bitwixe  man  and  womman 
that  been  nat  maried ;  and  this  is  deedly 
Rinne  and  agayns  nature.  /  Al  that  is  865 
enemy  and  destruccionn  to  nature  is 
agayns  nature.  /  Parfiivy,  the  resoun  of 
a  man  teUeth  eek  him  wel  that  it  is 
deedly  sinne,  for-as-muche  as  god  forbad 
Lecherie.  And  seint  Paul  yeveth  hem 
the  regne,  that  nis  dewe  to  no  wight  but 
to  hem  that  doon  deedly  sinne.  /  Another 
sinne  of  Leoherie  is  to  bireve  a  mayden  of 
hir  maydenhede ;  for  he  that  so  dooth, 
certes,  he  casteth  a  mayden  out  of  the 
hyeste  degree  that  is  in  this  present  lyf,/ 
and  bireveth  hir  thilke  precious  fruit 
that  the  book  depeth  *  the  hundred  fruit.' 
I  ne  con  seye  it  noon  other  weyes  in  Eng- 
lish, but  in  Latin  it  highte  Centedmus 
Jrudus,  Certes,  he  that  so  dooth  is  cause 
of  manye  damages  and  vileinyes,  mo  than 
any  man  can  rekene ;  right  as  he  som- 
tyme  is  cause  of  alle  damages  that  bestes 
don  in  the  foeld,  that  breketh  the  heg^ 
or  the  closure;  thurgh  which  he  de- 
stroyeth  that  may  nat  been  restored.  /  870 
For  certes,  na-more  may  maydenhede  be 
restored  than  an  arm  that  is  smiten  fro 
the  body  may  retoume  agayn  to  wexe.  / 
She  may  have  mercy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if 
she  do  penitence  ,*  but  nevere  shal  it  be 
that  she  nas  corrupt.  /  And  al-be-it  so 
that  I  have  spoken  somwhat  of  Avontrie, 
it  is  good  to  shewen  mo  perils  that  longen 
to  Avontrie,  for  to  eschue  that  fonle 
sinna  /  Avontrie  in  Latin  is  for  to  seyn, 
approchinge  of  other  mannes  bed,  thnrgh 


A  a  2 


7o8 


Z^t  tanittiuv)^  Zatui. 


[t.  s  76. 


which  tho  that  whylom  weren  o  flessh 
(800)  alMundone  hir  bodyes  to  othere  pergoues./ 
Of  this  sinne,  as  seith  the  -wyse  man, 
folwen  manye  harmes.  First,  brekinge 
of  feith ;  and  oeries,  in  feith  is  the  keye 

875  of  Cristendom./  And  whan  that  feith  is 
broken  and  lorn,  soothly  Cristendom  stant 
veyn  and  with-onten  fruit.  /  This  sinne 
is  eek  a  thefte ;  for  thefte  generally  is  for 
to  reve  a  wight  his  thing  agayns  his 
wille.  /  Certes,  this  is  the  fooleste  thefte 
that  may  be,  whan  a  womman  steleth  hir 
body  from  hir  housbonde  and  yeveth  it 
tohireholoortodefoalenhir;  and  steleth 
hir  sonle  fro  Crist,  and  jreveth  it  to  the 
devel.  /  This  is  a  fouler  thefte,  than  for 
to  breke  a  ohirche  and  stele  the  chalice ; 
for  thise  avontiers  broken  the  temple  of 
god  spiritoally,  and  stolen  the  vessel  of 
grace,  that  is,  the  body  and  the  soule,  for 
which  Crist  shal  destn^en  hem,  as  seith 
seint  Paul.  /  Soothly  of  this  thefte 
doated  greUy  Joseph,  whan  that  his 
lordes  wyf  pr^ed  him  of  vileinye,  whan 
he  seyde,  *  lo,  my  lady,  how  my  lord  hath 
take  to  me  nnder  my  warde  al  that  he 
hath  in  this  world ;  ne  no-thing  of  hise 
thinges  is  out  of  my  power,  but  only  ye 

880  that  been  his  wyf.  /  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse,  and  sinne 
BO  horribly  agayns  god,  and  agayns  my 
lord?  God  it  forbede.'  Alias!  alto litel 
is  swich  troathe  now  y-fonnde !  /  The 
thriddo  harm  is  the  filthe  thnrgh  which 
they  breken  the  oomandement  of  god,  and 
defoolen  the  auotour  of  matrimoine,  that 
is  Crist.  /  For  certes,  in-so-mnohe  as  the 
sacrement  of  manage  is  so  noble  and  so 
digne,  so  mnche  is  it  gretter  sinne  for  to 
breken  it;  for  god  made  mariage  in 
paradys,  in  the  estaat  of  innocence,  to 
mnltiplye  man-kinde  to  the  service  of 
god.  /  And  therfore  is  the  brekinge 
ther-of  more  grevous.  Of  which  brekinge 
oomen  false  heires  ofte  tyme,  that  wrong- 
fully oocnpyen  folkes  heritages.  And 
therfore  wol  Crist  putte  hem  out  of  the 
regno  of  hevene,  that  is  heritage  to  gode 
(810)  folk.  /  Of  this  brekinge  oomth  eek  ofte 
tyme,  that  folk  nnwar  wedden  or  sinnen 
with  hir  owene  kinrede;    and  namely 


thilke  harlottes  that  haunten  bordels  of 
thise  fool  wommen,  that  mowe  be  lykned 
to  a  commune  gonge,  where-as  men  pnrgen 
hir  ordure.  /  "What  seye  we  eek  of  putours  885 
that  liven  by  the  horrible  sinne  of  puterie, 
and  constreyne  wommen  to  yelden  to 
hem  a  oerteyn  rente  of  hir  bodily  puterie,      : 
ye,  somtjrme  of  his  owene  wyf  or  his 
child;    as    doon    this   baudes?     Certes, 
thise  been  cursede  sinnes.  /    Understond 
eek,  that  avoutrie  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten 
comandements  bitwize  thefte  and  man- 
slaughtre;  for  it  is  the  gretteste  thefte 
that  may  be ;  for  it  is  thefte  of  body  and 
of  soule.  /    And  it  is  lyk  to  homicsrde ; 
for  it  kerveth  a-two  and  breketh  a-two 
hem  that  first  were  maked  o  flesh,  and 
therfore,  by  the  olde  lawe  of  god,  they 
sholde  be  slayn.  /    But  nathelees,  by  the 
lawe  of  Jesu  Crist,  that  is  lawe  of  pitee, 
whan  he  seyde  to  the  womman  that  was 
founden  in  avoutrie,  and  sholde  han  been 
slayn  with  stones,  after  the  wil  of  the 
JewM,  as  was  hir  lawe  :  *  Go,'  quod  Jesu 
Crist,  *  and  have  na-more  wil  to  sinne ' ; 
or,  *■  wille  na-more  to  do  sinne. '  /   Soothly, 
the  vengeaunoe  of  avoutrie  is  awarded  to 
the  peynes  of  helle,  bnt-if  so  be  that  it  be 
destourbed  by  penitence.  /    Tet  been  ther  89^ 
mo  speces  of  this  cursed  sinne ;  as  whan 
that  oon  of  hem  is  religious,  or  elles 
bothe ;  or  of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordre,  as  snbdekne  or  dekne,  or  preest,  or 
hospitallers.     And  evere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  sinne.  / 
The  thinges  that  gretly  agreg^n    hir 
sinne  is  the  brekinge  of  hir  avow  of 
ohastitee,  whan  they  recejrved  the  ordre./ 
And   forther-over,  sooth    is,   that    holy 
ordre  is  chief  of  al  the  tresorie  of  god, 
and  his  especial  signe  and  mark  of  ohas- 
titee ;  to  shewe  that  they  been  joyned  to 
ohastitee,  which  that  is  most  precious 
lyfthatis./    And  thise  ordred  folk  been 
specially  tytled  to  god,  and  of  the  special 
meynee  of  god ;  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  sinne,  they  been  the  special 
traytoursofgodandofhispeple;  for  they 
liven  of  the  jieple,  to  preye  for  the  peple, 
and  whyle  they  been  snohe  traitours,  hir 
preyersavailennat  to  the  peple./  Preestes  (ftao) 
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been  atmgeles,  as  by  the  dignitee  of  hir 
misteTye ;  bat  for  sothe,  seixit  Paul  seith, 
that  ^  Sathanas  transformeth  him  in  an 

895  anngel  of  light.'  /  Soothly,  the  preest 
that  hannteth  deedly  sinne,  he  may  be 
lykned  to  the  anngel  of  derknesse  trans- 
formed  in  the  anngel  of  light ;  he  semeth 
anngel  of  light,  bat  for  sothe  he  is  anngel 
c£  derknesse.  /  Swiche  preestes  been  tiie 
sones  of  Helie,  as  sheweth  in  the  book  of 
Kinges,  that  th^y  weren  the  sones  of 
Belial,  that  is,  the  deveL  /  Belial  is  to 
seyn  *with-onten  jnge';  and  so  faren 
they ;  hem  thinketh  they  been  free,  and 
han  no  juge,  na-more  than  hath  a  free 
bole  that  taketh  which  cow  that  him 
lyketh  in  the  toun.  /  So  faren  they  by 
wommen.  For  right  as  a  free  bole  is 
y-nongh  for  ul  a  tonn,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
preest  cormpcionn  y-nongh  for  al  a  par- 
isshe,  or  for  al  a  con  tree.  /  Thise  preestes, 
as  seith  the  book,  ne  conne  nat  the  mis- 
terie  of  preesthode  to  the  peple,  ne  god 
ne  knowe  they  nat ;  they  ne  helde  hem 
nat  apayd,  as  seith  the  book,  of  soden 
flesh  that  was  to  hem  offred,  bat  they 

900  toke  by  force  the  flesh  that  is  rawe.  / 
Certes,  so  thise  shrewes  ne  holden  hem 
nat  apayed  of  rosted  flesh  and  sode  flesh, 
with  which  the  peple  fedden  hem  in  greet 
reverence,  bat  they  wole  have  raw  flesh 
of  folkes  wyves  and  hir  doghtres.  /  And 
certes,  thise  wommen  that  consenten  to 
hir  harlotrie  doon  greet  wrong  to  Crist 
and  to  holy  chirche  and  alle  halwes,  and 
to  alle  soales ;  for  they  bireven  alle  thise 
him  that  sholde  worshipe  Crist  and  holy 
chirche,  and  preye  for  Cristene  scales.  / 
And  therfore  han  swiche  preestes,  and 
hir  lemmanes  eek  that  consenten  to  hir 
lecherie,  the  malisonn  of  al  the  court 
Cristen,  til  they  come  to  amendement.  / 
The  thridde  spece  of  avoatrie  is  som-tyme 
bitwise  a  man  and  his  wyf ;  and  that  is 
whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hir  assem- 
blinge,  bnt  only  to  hire  fleshly  delyt,  as 
(830)  seith  seint  Jerome  ;  /  amd  ne  rekken  of 
no>thing  but  that  they  been  assembled ; 
by-caase  that  they  been  maried,  al  is 

905  good  y-noagh,  as  thinketh  to  hem.  / 
Bat  in  swich  folk  hath  the  devel  power, 


as  seyde  the  anngel  Baphael  to  Thobie ; 
for  in  hir  assemblinge  they  pntten  Jesa 
Crist  ont  of  hir  herte,  and  yeven  hem-self 
to  alle  ordure.  /  The  fourthe  spece  is, 
the  assemblee  of  hem  that  been  of  hire 
kinrede,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon 
affinitee,  or  elles  with  hem  with  whiche 
hir  fadres  or  hir  kinrede  han  deled  in  the 
sinne  «f  lecherie ;  this  sinne  maketh  hem 
lyk  to  houndes,  that  taken  no  kepe  to 
kinrede.  /  And  certes,  parentele  is  in 
two  maneres,  onther  goostly  or  fleshly ; 
goostly,  as  for  to  delen  with  hise  god- 
sibbes.  /  For  right  so  as  he  that  engen- 
dreth  a  child  is  his.  fleshly  £Etder,  right  so 
is  his  godfader  his  fieuler  espirituel.  For 
which  a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  sinne 
assemblen  with  hir  godsib  than  with  hir 
owene  fleshly  brother.  /  The  fifkhe  spece 
is  thilka  abhominable  sinne,  of  which 
that  no  man  nnnethe  oghte  speke  ne 
wryte,  nathelees  it  is  openly  reheroed  in 
holy  writ.  /  ThiA  oursednesse  doon  men  910 
and  wommen  in  diverse  entente  and  in 
diverse  manere;  bnt  though  that  holy 
writ  speke  of  horrible  sinne,  certes,  holy 
writ  may  nat  been  defonled,  na-more 
than  the  sonne  that  shyneth  on  the  mizen.  / 
Another  sinne  aperteneth  to  lecherie, 
that  comth  in  slepinge;  and  this  sinne 
cometh  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenes, 
and  eek  to  hem  that  been  oorrapt ;  and 
this  sinne  men  olepen  poUucioun,  that 
comth  in  foure  maneres.  /  Somtyme,  of 
langoissinge  of  body;  for  the  humours 
been  to  ranke  and  habundaunt  in  the 
body  of  man.  Somtyme  of  infermetee  ; 
for  the  feblesse  of  the  vertu  retentif,  as 
phisik  maketh  mencioun.  Somtyme,  for 
surfeet  of  mete  and  drinke.  /  And  som- 
tyme of  vileyns  thoghtes,  that  been  en- 
closed in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goth  to 
slepe;  which  mi^  nat  been  with-oute 
sinne.  F6r  which  men  moste  kepen  hem 
wysely,  or  elles  may  men  sinnen  fol  gre- 
vously.  /  (841.) 

Remediom  contra  peccatmn  Lnzurie. 

§  77.  Now  comth  the  remedie  agayns 
Lecherie,  and  that  is,  generally,  Chastitee 
and  Continence,  that  restreyneth  alle  the 
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deflordeynee  moevinges  that  coxnen  of 
915  fleshly  talentes.  /  And  evere  the  gretter 
merite  shal  he  hazif  that  most  restreyneth 
the  wikkede  eeohaafingos  of  the  ordure 
of  this  sinne.  And  this  is  in  two  maneres, 
that  is  to  seyn,  chastitee  in  manage,  and 
chastitee  in  widwehode.  /  Now  shaltow 
undexBtonde,  that  matrimoine  is  leeffnl 
ossemblinge  of  man  and  of  womman,  that 
reeeyren  by  vertu  of  the  sacrement  the 
bond,  thnrgh  which  they  may  nat  be 
departed  in  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  seyn, 
whyl  that  they  liven  bothe.  /  This,  as 
seith  the  book,  is  a  iVil  greet  sacrement. 
Qod  maked  it,  as  I  have  seyd,  in  paradys, 
and  wolde  him-eelf  be  bom  in  manage.  / 
And  for  to  halwen  manage,  he  was  at 
a  weddinge,  where-as  he  tnmed  water 
in-to  wyn ;  which  was  the  flrste  miracle 
that  he  wroghte  in  erthe  bifom  hise  dis- 
ciples. /  Trewe  effect  of  mariage  olenseth 
fomicacionn  and  replenisseth  holy  chirche 
of  good  linage ;  for  that  is  the  ende  of 
mariage ;  and  it  channgeth  deedly  sinne 
in-to  venial  sinne  bitwixe  hem  that  been 
y-wedded,  and  maketh  the  hertes  al  oon 
of  hem  that  been  y-wedded,  as  wel  as  the 
920  bodies.  /  This  is  verray  mariage,  that 
was  establissed  by  god  er  that  sinne  bigan, 
whan  natnrel  lawe  was  in  his  right  point 
in  paradys ;  and  it  was  ordeyned  that  o 
man  sholde  have  bat  o  womman,  and 
o  womman  but  o  man,  as  seith  seint 
Angostin,  by  manye  resonns.  / 

§  78.  First,  for  mariage  is  flgnred  bi- 
twixe Crist  and  holy  chirche.  And  that 
other  is,  for  a  man  is  he ved  of  a  womman  ; 
algate,  by  ordinannce  it  sholde  be  so.  / 
For  if  a  womman  had  mo  men  than  oon, 
thanne  sholde  she  have  mo  hevedes  than 
oon,  and  that  were  an  horrible  thing 
bifom  god ;  and  eek  a  womman  ne  mighte 
nat  plese  to  many  folk  at  ones.  And  also 
ther  ne  sholde  nevere  be  pees  ne  reste 
amonges  hem;  for  everich  wolde  axen 
his  owene  thing.  /  And  forther-over,  no 
man  ne  sholde  knowe  his  owene  engen- 
drnre,  ne  who  sholde  have  his  heritage  ; 
and  the  womman  sholde  been  the  lasse 
biloved,  fro  the  time  that  she  were  oon- 
(850)  joynt  to  many  men.  / 


§  79.  Now  oomth,  how  that  a  man 
sholde  here  him  with  his  wyf;  and 
namely,  in  two  thinges,  that  is  to  seyn  in 
snifrannce  and  reverence,  as  shewed  Crist 
whan  he  made  first  womman.  /  For  he  935 
ne  made  hir  nat  of  the  heved  of  Adam, 
for  she  sholde  nat  cli^yme  to  greet  lord- 
shipe.  /  For  ther<as  the  womman  hath 
the  maistrie,  she  maketh  to  mnohe 
desray;  ther  neden  none  ensamples  of 
th  is.  The  experience  of  day  by  day  ogh te 
snfifyse.  /  Also  certes,  god  ne  made  nat 
womman  of  the  foot  of  Adam,  for  she  ne 
sholde  nat  been  holden  to  lowe ;  for  she 
can  nat  pacientily  snffre :  bnt  god  made 
womman  of  the  rib  of  Adam,  for  womman 
sholde  be  felawe  nn-to  man.  /  Han  sholde 
here  him  to  his  wyf  in  feith,  in  troathe, 
and  in  love,  as  seith  seint  Paul :  that 
*a  man  sholde  loven  his  wyf  as  Crist 
loved  holy  chirche,  that  loved  it  so  wel 
that  he  deyde  for  it.'  So  sholde  a  man 
for  his  wyf,  if  it  were  nede.  / 

§  80.  Now  how  that  a  womman  sholde 
be  subget  to  hir  hoosbonde,  that  telleth 
seint  Peter.  First,  in  obedience.  /  And  930 
eek,  as  seith  the  decree,  a  womman  that 
is  a  wyf,  as  longe  as  she  is  a  wyf,  she  hath 
noon  anctoritee  to  swere  ne  here  witnesse 
with-onte  leve  of  hir  honsbonde,  that  is 
hir  lord;  algate,  he  sholde  be  so  by 
resonn.  /  She  sholde  eek  serven  him  in 
aUe  honestee,  and  been  attempree  of  hir 
array.  I  wot  wel  tliat  they  sholde  setten 
hir  entente  to  plesen  hir  honsbondes,  bnt 
nat  by  hir  qneyntise  of  array.  /  Seint 
Jerome  seith,  that  wjnres  that  been  ap- 
parailled  in  silk  and  in  precious  pnrpre 
ne  mowe  nat  dothen  hem  in  Jesa  Crist. 
What  seith  seint  John  eek  in  this  matere?/ 
Seint  G-regorie  eek  seith,  that  no  wight 
seketh  precious  array  but  only  for  ve3rne 
glorie,  to  been  honoured  the  more  bifom 
the  peple.  /  It  is  a  greet  folye,  a  womman  (860) 
to  have  a  fair  array  outward  and  in  hir- 
self  be  foul  inward.  /  A  wyf  sholde  eek  935 
be  meeurable  in  lokinge  and  in  beringe 
and  in  langhinge,  and  discreet  in  alle  hir 
wordes  and  hir  dedes.  /  And  aboven  alle 
worldly  thing  she  sholde  loven  hir  hous- 
bonde  with  al  hir  herte,  and  to  him  be 
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trewe  of  hir  body ;  /  so  sbolde  an  hoos- 
bonde  eek  be  to  his  wyt  Eor  nth  that  al 
the  body  is  the  honsbondes,  so  sholde  hir 
herte  been,  or  elles  ther  is  bitwixe  hem 
two,  as  in  that,  no  parfit  manage.  / 
Thanne  shal  men  nnderstonde  that  for 
three  thinges  a  man  and  his  wyf  fleshly 
mowen  assemble.  The  flrste  is  in  entente 
of  engendrore  of  children  to  the  service 
of  god,  for  oertes  that  is  the  cause  iynal 
of  matrimoine.  /  Another  canse  is,  to 
yelden  everioh  of  hem  to  other  the  dette 
of  hir  bodies,  for  neither  of  hem  hath 
power  over  his  owene  body.  The  thridde 
is,  for  to  eschewe  leoherye  and  vileinye. 
940  The  ferthe  is  for  lothe  deedly  sinne.  / 
As  to  the  firste,  it  is  meritorie;  the 
seconde  also ;  for,  as  seith  the  decree,  that 
she  hath  merite  of  chastitee  that  yeldeth 
to  hir  honsbonde  the  dette  of  hir  body, 
ye,  though  it  be  agayn  hir  lykinge  and 
the  lust  of  hir  herte.  /  The  thridde 
manere  is  venial  sinne,  and  trewely  soarsly 
may  ther  any  of  thise  be  with-oute  venial 
sinne,  for  the  cormpoion  and  for  the 
delyt.  /  The  fourthe  manere  is  for  to 
nnderstonde,  if  they  assemble  only  for 
amorous  love  and  for  noon  of  the  for- 
seyde  causes,  but  for  to  aooomplioe  thilke 
brenninge  delyt,  they  rekke  nevere  how 
ofie,  sothly  it  is  deedly  sinne ;  and  yet, 
with  sorwe,  somme  folk  wol  peynen  hem 
more  to  doon  than  to  hir  appetyt  suf- 
fyseth.  / 

§  81.  The  seconde  manere  of  chastitee 
is  for  to  been  a  dene  widewe,  and  eschue 
the  embraoinges  of  man,  and  desyren  the 
(870)  embracinge  of  Jesu  Crist  /  Thise  been 
tho  that  han  been  wyves  and  han  forgoon 
hir  housbondes,  and  eek  wommen  that 
han  doon  leoherie  and  been  releeved  by 
945  Penitence.  /  And  oertes,  if  that  a  wyf 
coude  kepen  hir  al  chaast  by  licence  of 
hir  housbonde,  so  that  she  jeye  nevere 
noon  occasion  that  he  agilte,  it  were  to 
hire  a  greet  merite.  /  Thise  manere 
wommen  that  observen  chastitee  moste 
be  dene  in  herte  as  well  as  in  body  and 
in  thoght,  and  mesurable  in  dothinge 
and  in  contenaunce ;  and  been  abstinent 
in  etinge  and  drinkinge,  in  spekinge,  and 


in  dede.  They  been  the  veesd  or  tho 
boyste  of  the  blissed  Magdalene,  that 
fulflUeth  holy  chirohe  of  good  odour.  / 
The  thridde  manere  of  chastitee  is  vir- 
ginitee,  and  it  bihoveth  that'  she  be  holy 
in  herte  and  dene  of  body;  thanne  is 
she  spouse  to  Jesu  Grist,  and  she  is  the 
lyf  of  angdes.  /  She  is  the  preisinge  of 
this  world,  and  she  is  as  thise  martirs  in 
egalitee ;  she  hath  in  hir  that  tonge  may 
nat  telle  ne  herte  thinke.  Yirginitee  baar 
oure  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  virgins  was 
him-sdve.  /  93^ 

§  82.  Another  remedie  agayns  Leoherie 
is,  specially  to  withdrawen  swiche  thingea 
as  yeve  occasion  to  thilke  vileinye;  as 
ese,  etinge  and  drinkinge;  for  certes, 
whan  the  pot  boyleth  strongly,  the  beste 
remedie  is  to  withdraws  the  fyr.  /  81ep- 
inge  longe  in  greet  quiete  is  eek  a  greet 
norice  to  Leoherie.  / 

§  88.  Another  remedie  ag^jms  Lecherie 
is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  eschue  the 
companye  of  hem  by  whiche  he  douteth 
to  be  tempted;  for  al-be-it  so  that  the 
dede  is  withstonden,  yet  is  ther  greet 
temptaoioun.  /  Soothly  a  whyt  wal,  al- 
though it  ne  brenne  noght  ftilly  by 
stikinge  of  a  candele,  yet  is  the  wal  blak 
of  the  leyt  /  Ful  offce  tyme  I  rede,  that  (880) 
no  man  trusts  in  his  owene  perfeccioun, 
but  he  be  stronger  than  Sampson,  and 
holier  than  -fl^vid,  and  wjrser  than 
Salomon.  /  955 

§  84.  Now  after  that  I  have  declared 
yow,  as  I  can,  the  sevene  deedly  sinnes, 
and  jBomme  of  hir  braunches  and  hir  reme- 
dies, soothly,  if  I  coude,  I  wolde  telle 
yow  the  ten  comandements.  /  But  so 
heigh  a  doctrine  I  lete  to  divines.  Kathe- 
lees,  I  hope  to  god  they  been  touched  in 
this  tretice,  everich  of  hem  alle.  / 

De  Confesalone. 

§  85.  Now  for-as-muohe  as  the  second 
partio  of  Penitence  stant  in  Conibssioun 
of  mouth,  as  I  bigan  in  the  flrste  ohapitre, 
I  seye,  seint  Augustin  seith:/  sinne  is 
every  word  and  every  dede,  and  al  that 
men  cpvdten  agayn  the  lawe  of  Jesu 
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CriBt;  and  this  is  for  to  sinne  in  herte,  ixL 
month,  and  in  dede,  by  thy  fyve  wittes, 
that  been  aighte,  heringe,  smellinge,  tast- 
ing or  Bavonringe,  and  felinge.  /  Now 
is  it  g<xxl  to  nnderstonde  that  that 
960  agreggeth  mnohel  every  sinne.  /  Thou 
ghalt  considere  what  thon  art  that  doost 
the  sinne,  whether  thon  be  male  or 
femele,  yong  or  old,  gentil  or  thral,  free 
or  servant,  hool  or  syk,  wedded  or  sengle, 
ordred  or  nnordred,  wys  or  fool,  clerk  or 
secnler ;  /  if  she  be  of  thy  kinrede,  bodily 
or  goostly,  or  noon ;  if  any  of  thy  kinrede 
have  sinned  with  hir  or  noon,  and  manye 
mo  thinges./ 

§  86.  Another  circnmstannce  is  this ; 
whether  it  be  doon  in  fomicaoionn,  or  in 
avontrie,  or  noon ;  incest,  or  noon ;  may- 
den,  or  noon  ;  in  manere  of  homicyde,  or 
noon ;  horrible  grete  sinnes,  or  smale ; 
and  how  longe  thon  hast  continued  in 
sinne.  /  The  thridde  circnmstannce  is 
the  place  ther  thon  hast  do  sinne ;  whether 
in  other  mennes  hous  or  in  thyn  owene  ; 
in  feeld  or  in  chirche,  or  in  chirche-hawe ; 
(890)  in  chirche  dedicat,  or  noon.  /  Por  if  the 
chirche  be  halwed,  and  man  or  womman 
spille  his  kinde  in-with  that  place  by  wey 
of  sinne,  or  by  wikked  temptacion,  the 
chirche  is  entredlted  til  it  be  reconciled 
965  by  the  bishop ;  /  and  the  preest  that  dide 
Bwich  a  vileinye,  to  ierme  of  al  his  lyf,  he 
sholde  na-more  singe  masse ;  and  if  he 
dide,  he  sholde  doon  deedly  sinne  at 
every  tjnne  that  he  so  songe  masse.  /  The 
fonrthe  circnmstannce  is,  by  whiche 
mediatonrs  or  by  whiche  messagers,  as 
for  entycement,  or  for  oonsentement  to 
here  companye  with  felaweshipe ;  for 
many  a  wrecche,  for  to  here  companye, 
wil  go  to  the  devel  of  helle.  /  Wher-fore 
ihey  that  eggen  or  consenten  to  the  sinne 
been  parteners  of  the  sinne,  and  of  the 
dompnacionn  of  the  sinner.  /  The  flfbhe 
circnmstannce  is,  how  manye  tymes  that 
he  hath  sinned,  if  it  be  in  his  minde,  and 
how  ofbe  that  he  hath  falle./  For  he 
that  ofte  falleth  in  sinne,  he  despiseth 
the  mercy  of  god,  and  encreesseth  his 
sinno,  and  is  nnkinde  to  Crist ;  and  he 
wexeth  the    more   feble    to   withstonde 


sinne,  and  sinneth  the  more  lightly,  /  970 
and  the  latter  aryseth,  and  is  the  more 
eschew  for  to  shrjrven  him,  namely,  to 
him  that  is  his  confessonr.  /  For  which 
that  folk,  whan  they  falle  agayn  in  hir 
olde  folies,  onther  they  forleten  hir  olde 
confessonrs  al  onlarely,  or  elles  they  de- 
parten  hir  shrift  in  diverse  places ;  bat 
soothly,  swich  departed  shriit  deserveth 
no  mercy  of  god  of  hise  sinnes.  /  The 
sixte  cironmstannoe  is,  why  that  a  man 
sinneth,  as  l^  whiche  temptacionn ;  and 
if  him-self  procure  thilke  temptacionn, 
or  by  the  excytinge  of  other  folk ;  or  if 
he  sinne  with  a  womman  by  force,  or  by 
hir  owene  assent ;  /  or  if  the  womman, 
man^ee  hir  heed,  hath  been  afforced,  or 
noon ;  this  shal  ahe  telle ;  for  coveitise, 
or  for  poverte,  and  if  it  woe  hir  procnringe, 
or  noon  ;  and  swiche  manere  barneys.  /  (900) 
The  seventhe  circnmstannce  is,  in  what 
manere  he  hath  doon  his  sinne,  or  how 
that  she  hath  snffred  that  folk  han  doon 
to  hir.  /  And  the  same  shal  the  man  975 
telle  pleynly,  with  alle  oircnmstannces ; 
and  whether  he  hath  sinned  with  comnne 
bordel-wommen,  or  noon ;  /  or  doon  his 
sinne  in  holy  tymes,  or  noon  ;  in  fasting- 
tymes,  or  noon ;  or  bifom  his  shrii^  or 
after  his  latter  shrifle ;  /  and  hath,  per- 
aventnre,  broken  ther-fore  his  i>enance 
enjoyned ;  by  whos  help  and  whos  conseil ; 
by  sorcerie  or  craft ;  al  moste  be  told.  / 
Alle  thise  thinges,  after  that  they  been 
grete  or  smale,  engreggen  the  conscience 
of  man.  And  eek  the  preest  that  is  thy 
jnge,  may  the  bettre  been  avysed  of  his 
jngement  in  yevinge  of  thy  jienannce, 
and  that  is  after  thy  contrloionn.  /  For 
nnderstond  wel,  that  after  tyme  that 
a  man  hath  defonled  his  baptesme  by 
sinne,  if  he  wole  come  to  salvacionn,  ther 
is  noon  other  wey  but  by  penitence  and 
shrifte  and  satisfaocioun ;  /  and  namely  980 
by  the  two,  if  ther  be  a  confessonr  to 
which  he  may  shryven  him;  and  the 
thridde,  if  he  have  lyf  to  parfonmen 
it./ 

§  87.  Thanne  shal  man  looke  and  con- 
sidere, that  if  he  wole  maken  a  tzewe  and 
a  profitable  confesslonn,  ther  moste  be 
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foTire  condiciomifl.  /    Flxst,  it  moot  been 
in  Borwefal  bittemease  of  herte,  as  seyde 
the  king  Esekias  to  god  :  *  I  wol  remem- 
bre  me  alio  the  yerea  of  my  lyf  in  bitter- 
nesse  of  myn  herte.'  /    This  oondicionn 
of  bittemease  hath  fyve  Bignes.    The  firste 
IB,  that  confeflsioon  moste  be  shame&st, 
nat  for  to  covere  ne  hyden  his  sinne,  ibr 
he  hath  agilt  his  god  and  defonled  his 
(910)  soole.  /    Andher^f  seithseintAugastin: 
'  the  herte  travailleth  for  shame  of  his 
sinne ' ;  and  for  he  hath  greet  shamefast- 
nesse,  he  is  digne  to  have  greet  mercy  of 
985  god.  /    Swioh  was  the  confession  of  the 
publican,  that  wolde  nat  heven  up  hise 
eyen  to  hevene,  for  he  hadde  offended  god 
of  hevene ;  for  vrhich  shamefastnesse  he 
liadde  anon  the  mercy  of  god.  /    And 
ther-of  seith  seint  Angnstin,  that  swich 
shamefast  folk  been  next  foryevonesse  and 
remissionn.  /    Another  signe  is  hnmilitee 
in  conf essioon ;  of  which  seith  seint  Peter, 
*  Hombleth  yow  under  the  might  of  god.' 
The  bond  of  god  is  mighty  in  confession, 
for  ther-by  god  foiyeveth  thee  thy  sinnes ; 
for  he  allone  hath  the  power.  /    And  this 
humUitee  shal  been  in  herte,  and  in  signe 
outward ;  for  right  as  he  hath  humilitee 
to  god  in  his  herte,  right  so  aholde  he 
humble  his  body  outward  to  the  preest 
that  sit  in  goddes  place.  /    For  which  in 
no  manere,  sith  that  Crist  is  sovereyn 
and    the  preest   mene   and   mediatour 
bitwixe  Grist  and  the  sinnere,  and  the 
990  sinnere  is  the  laste  by  wey  of  resoun,  / 
thanne  sholde  nat  the  sinnere  sitte  as 
heigfae  as  his  oonfessour,  but  knele  bifom 
him  or  at  his  feet,  bttt*if  maladie  destourbe 
it.    For  he  shal  nat  taken  kepe  who  sit 
there,  but  in  whos  place  that  he  sitteth.  / 
A  man  that  hath  trespased  to  a  lord,  and 
comth  for  to  axe  mercy  and  maken  his 
accord,  and  set  him  doun  anon  by  the 
lord,  men  wolde  holden  him  outrageous, 
and  nat  worthy  so  sone  for  to  have  remis- 
sionn ne  mercy.  /    The  thridde  signe  is, 
how  that  thy  shrift  sholde  be  ful  of  teres, 
if  man  may ;  and  if  man  may  nat  wepe 
with  hiae  bodily  eyen,  lat  him  wepe  in 
herte./    Swioh  was    the   confession    of 
seint  Peter;   for  after  that   he   hadde 


forsake  Jesn  Crist,  he  wente  out  and 
weep  ful  bitterly.  /  The  fourthe  signe  is,  (920) 
that  he  ne  lette  nat  for  ahame  to  ahewen 
his  confeasioun./  Swich  was  the  con-  995 
fessioun  of  the  Magdelene,  that  ne  spared, 
for  no  shame  of  hem  that  weren  atte 
feste,  for  to  go  to  cure  lord  Jesu  Crist  and 
biknowe  to  him  hir  sinnes.  /  The  fifthe 
signe  is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  be 
obeisant  to  receyven  the  penaunce  that 
him  is  enjojoied  for  hise  sinnes;  forcertes 
Jesu  Crist,  for  the  giltes  of  a  man,  was 
obedient  to  the  deeth.  / 

§  88.  The  seoonde  condicion  of  verray 
confession  is,  that  it  be  hastily  doon ;  for 
certes,  if  a  man  hadde  a  deedly  wounde, 
evere  the  longer  that  he  taried  to  warisshe 
him-self,  the  more  wolde  it  corrupte  and 
haste  him  to  his  deeth;  and  eek  the 
wounde  wolde  be  the  worn  for  to  hele.  / 
And  right  so  fareth  sinne,  that  longe 
tyme  is  in  a  man  unshewed.  /  Certes,  a 
man  oghte  hastily  shewen  hise  sinnes  for 
manye  causes ;  as  for  drede  of  deeth,  that 
Cometh  ofbe  sodenly,  and  is  in  no  oerteyn 
what  tyme  it  shal  be,  ne  in  what  place ; 
and  eek  the  dreoohinge  of  o  aynne  draweth 
in  another ;  /  and  eek  the  longer  that  he  looo 
tarieth,  the  ferther  he  is  fro  Crist.  And 
if  he  abyde  to  hia  laste  day,  scarsly  may 
he  shryven  him  or  remembre  him  of  hise 
sinnes,  or  repenten  him,  for  the  grevous 
maladie  of  his  deeth.  /  And  for-as-muche 
as  he  ne  hath  nat  in  his  lyf  herkned  Jesu 
Crist,  whanne  he  hath  spoken,  he  shal 
crye  to  Jesu  Crist  at  his  laste  day,  and 
scarsly  wol  he  herkne  hiuL  /  And  under- 
stond  that  this  condicioun  moste  ban 
foure  thinges.  Thy  shrift  moste  be  pur- 
veyed bifore  and  avysed;  for  wikked 
haste  doth  no  profit;  and  that  a  man 
conne  shryve  him  of  hise  sinnes,  be  it  of 
pryde,  or  of  envye,  and  so  forth  of  the 
speces  and  circumstances ;  /  and  that  ho 
have  comprehended  in  his  minde  the 
nombre  and  the  greetnease  of  hiae  sinnes, 
and  how  longe  that  he  hath  10301  in 
sinne ;  /  and  eek  that  he  be  contrit  of  (950) 
hise  sinnes,  and  in  stedefast  purpos,  by 
the  grace  of  god,  nevere  eft  to  falle  in 
sinne ;  and  eek  that  he  drede  and  oountre- 
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vraite  him-self  ,  that  he  flee  the  oocasionnfl 

1005  of  sinne  to  whiche  he  Ib  enolyned.  /  Also 
thoa  Shalt  shzyye  thee  of  alle  thy  sinnes 
to  o  man,  and  nat  a  parcel  to  o  man  and 
a  parcel  to  another;  that  is  to  nnder- 
stonde,  in  entente  to  departe  thy  confes- 
sionn  as  for  shame  or  drede ;  for  it  nis  hnt 
stranglinge  of  thy  sonle.  /  For  certes, 
Jesu  Crist  is  entierly  al  good ;  in  him  nis 
noon  inperfeocionn ;  and  therfore  onther 
he  foryeveth  al  parfltly  or  never  a  deeL  / 
I  seye  nat  that  if  thou  he  assigned  to  the 
penitanncer  for  certein  sinne,  that  thou 
art  hoimde  to  shewen  him  al  the  reme- 
nannt  of  thy  sinnes,  of  whiche  thou  hast 
he  shriven  to  thy  curat,  bat-if  it  lyke  to 
thee  of  thyn  hnmilitee ;  this  is  no  de- 
partinge  of  shrifte.  /  Ke  I  seye  nat, 
ther-asi  speke  of  divisioon  of  confessionn, 
that  if  thou  have  lyoenoe  for  to  shiyve 
thee  to  a  discreet  and  an  honeste  preest, 
where  thee  lyketh,  and  by  lyoence  of  thy 
curat,  that  thou  ne  mayst  wel  shrjrtre 
thee  to  him  of  alle  thy  sinnes.  /  But  lat 
no  blotte  be  bihinde ;  lat  no  sinne  been 
imtold,    as   fer   as   thou   hast    remem- 

iQio  braunce.  /  And  whan  thou  shalt  be 
shriven  to  thy  curat,  telle  him  eek  alle 
the  sinnes  that  thou  hast  doon  sin  thou 
were  last  y-shriven ;  this  is  no  wikked 
entente  of  dlvisioun  of  shrifte.  / 

§  89.  Also  the  verray  shrifte  axeth 
certeine  condidouns.  First,  that  thou 
shryve  thee  by  thy  free  wil,  noght  con- 
streyned,  ne  for  shame  of  folk,  ne  for 
maladie,  ne  swiche  thinges ;  for  it  is 
resoun  that  he  that  trespasseth  by  his 
free  wil,  that  by  his  free  wil  he  confesse 
his  trespas ;  /  and  that  noon  other  man 
telle  his  sinne  but  he  him-self,  ne  he  shal 
nat  nayte  ne  denye  his  sinne,  ne  wratthe 
him  agf^n  the  preest  for  his  amonestinge 
to  leve  sinne.  /  The  seconde  oondicioun 
is,  that  thy  shrift  be  laweful ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  thou  that  shryvest  thee,  and 
eek  the  preest  that  hereth  thy  confessioun, 

(940)  been  verraily  in  the  feith  of  holy  chirche ;  / 
and  that  a  man  ne  benat  despeired  of  the 

1015  mercy  of  Jesu  Crist,  as  Caym  or  Judas.  / 
And  eek  a  man  moot  accusen  him-self  of 
his  owene  trespas,  and  nat  another ;  but 


he  shal  blame  and  wyten  him-self  and 
his  owene  nuJlce  of  his  sinne,  and  noon 
other ;  /  but  nathelees,  if  that  another 
man  be  oocasioun  or  entycer  of  his  sinne, 
or  the  estaat  of  a  persone  be  swioh  thurgh 
which  his  sinne  is  agregged,  or  elles  that 
he  may  nat  pleynly  shryven  him  but  he 
telle  i^e  persone  with  which  he  hath 
sinned ;  thanne  may  he  telle ;  /  so  that 
his  entente  ne  be  nat  to  bakbyte  tlie 
persone,  but  only  to  declaren  his  oon- 
fessioun.  / 

§  90.  Thou  ne  shalt  nat  eek  make  no 
lesinges  in  thy  confessioun ;  forhumilitee, 
per-aventure,  to  seyn  that  thou  hast  doon 
sinnes  of  whiche  that  thou  were  nevere 
gilty.  /  For  seint  Augustin  seith :  if 
thou,  by  cause  of  thyn  humilitee,  makest 
lesinges  on  thy-self,  though  thou  ne  were 
nat  in  sinne  bifom,  yet  artow  thanne  in 
sinne  thurgh  thy  lesinges.  /  Thou  most  1020 
eek  shewe  thy  sinne  by  thyn  owene  propre 
mouth,  but  thou  be  wexe  doumb,  and  nat 
by  no  lettre  ;  for  thou  that  hast  doon  ihe 
sinne,  thou  shalt  have  theshame  therfore./ 
Thou  shalt  nat  eek  pejmte  thy  confessioun 
by  £Eure  subtile  wordes,  to  oovere  the  more 
thy  sinne ;  for  thanne  bigylestow  thy-self 
and  nat  the  preest ;  thou  most  teUen  it 
pleynly,  be  it  nevere  so  foul  ne  so  horri- 
ble. /  Thou  shalt  eek  shryve  thee  to  a 
preest  that  is  discreet  to  oonseille  thee, 
and  eek  thou  shalt  nat  shiyve  thee  for 
veyne  glorie,  ne  for  ypoorisjre,  ne  for  no 
cause,  but  only  for  the  doute  of  Jesu  Crist 
and  the  hele  of  thy  sonle.  /  Thou  shalt 
nat  eek  renne  to  the  preest  sodeynly,  to 
tellen  him  lightly  thy  sinne,  as  who-so 
telleth  a  jape  or  a  tale,  but  avysely  and 
with  greet  devocioun.  /  And  generally,  (95^) 
sluTve  thee  ofte.  If  thou  ofte  falle,  ofte 
thou  aryse  by  confessioun.  /  And  thogh  10:15 
thou  shiyve  thee  ofter  than  ones  of  sinne, 
of  which  thou  hast  be  shriven,  it  is  the 
more  merite.  And,  as  seith  seint  Augus- 
tin, thou  shalt  have  the  more  lightly 
relesing  and  grace  of  god,  bothe  of  sinne 
and  of  peyne.  /  And  oertes,  ones  a  3^re 
atte  leeste  wey  it  is  laweftil  for  to  been 
housled ;  for  oertes  ones  a  yere  alle  thinges 
renovellen.  / 
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Explicit  secnnda  pars  Penltencle;  et 
■eqnitiir  tercia  pars  elnsdenit  de  Satis* 
fii€clon6* 

§  91.  Now  have  I  told  yon  of  verray 
Gonfessioim,  that  is  the  seoonde  parfcie  of 
Penitence.  / 

The  thridde  partie  of  Penitence  is 
Satisfaccioon ;  and  that  stant  most  gene- 
rally in  almesse  and  in  bodily  peyne.  / 
Now  been  ther  three  manere  of  ahnesses ; 
contricion  of  herte,  where  a  man  o£b>eth 
himself  to  god ;  another  is,  to  han  pitee 
of  defaute  of  hise  neighebores ;  and  the 
thridde  is,  in  yevinge  of  good  conseil 
goostly  and  bodily,  where  men  han  nede, 
and  namely  in  snstenannce  of  mannes 
1030  fode.  /  And  tak  keep,  that  a  man  hath 
need  of  thise  thinges  generally ;  he  hath 
need  of  fode,  he  hath  nede  of  clothing, 
and  herberwe,  he  hath  nede  of  charitable 
oonseil,  and  visitinge  in  prisons  and  in 
maladie,  and  Bepolture  of  his  dede  body.  / 
And  if  thou  mayst  nat  visite  the  nedeftil 
with  thy  persone,  visite  him  by  thy 
message  and  by  thy  yiftes.  /  Thise  been  • 
generally  almesses  or  werkes  of  oharitee 
of  hem  that  han  temporel  richesses  or 
discreoioon  in  conseilinge.  Of  thise 
werkes  shaltow  heron  at  the  day  of 
d<nne./ 

§  92.  Thise  almesses  shaltow  doon  of 
thyne  owene  propre  thinges,  and  hastily, 
(960)  and  prively  if  thou  mayst ;  /  bnt  nathe- 
lees,  if  thon  mayst  nat  doon  it  prively, 
thou  shalt  nat  forbore  to  doon  almesse 
thongh  men  seen  it;  so  that  it  be  nat 
doon  for  thank  of  the  world,  bat  only  for 
1053  thank  of  Jesn  Crist.  /  For  as  witnesseth 
seint  Mathew,  capitvlo  quintOf  *A  citee 
may  nat  been  hid  that  is  set  on  a  mon- 
tayne ;  ne  men  lighte  nat  a  lanteme  and 
put  it  nnder  a  bosshel ;  but  men  sette  it 
on  a  candle-stikke,  to  yeve  light  to  the 
men  in  the  hoas.  /  Bight  so  shal  yonre 
light  lighten  bifore  men,  that  they  may 
seen  yonre  gode  werkes,  and  glorifie  yonre 
&der  that  is  in  hevena'  / 

§  90.  Now  as  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne,  it 
stant  in  preyeres,  in  wakinges,  in  fastinges, 
in  vertnonse  tecfainges  of  orisonns.  /  And 
ye  shnl  TrnderstondSi  that  orisonns  or 


preyeres  is  for  to  seyn  a  pitons  wil  of 
herte,  that  redresseth    it   in   god   and 
ezpresseth  it  by  word  outward,  to  re- 
moeven  harmes  and  to  han  thinges  espiri- 
tuel  and  durable,  and  somtyme  temporel 
thinges;  of  whiohe  orisonns,  certes,  in 
the  orisonn  of  the  Pctter-nosUr^  hath  Jesn 
Crist  enclosed  most  thinges.  /    Certes,  it 
is  privileged  of  three  thinges  in  his  dig- 
nitee,  for  which  it  is  more  digne  than 
any  other  preyere;  for  that  Jesn  Crist 
him-self  maked  it ;  /  and  it  is  short,  for  it  1040 
sholde  be  cond  the  more  lightly,  and  for 
to  withholden  it  the  more  esily  in  herte. 
and  helpen  him-self  the  ofter  with  the 
orisonn ;  /  and  for  a  man  sholde  be  the 
lasse  wery  to  seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  ezcusen  him  to  leme  it,  it  is  so  short 
and  so  esy ;  and  for  it  oomprehendeth  in 
itHBelf  alle  gode  preyeres.  /    The  exposi- 
oionn  of  this  holy  preyere,  that  is  so 
excellent  and  digne,  I  bitake  to  thise 
maistres  of  theologie ;  save  thus  muchel 
wol  I  seyn :  that,  whan  thou  prayest  that 
god  sholde  foryeve  thee  thy  giltes  as  thou 
foryevest  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be  ful 
wel  war  that  thou  be  nat  out  of  charitee.  / 
This  holy  orisonn  amennseth  eek  venial 
sinne ;  and  therfore  it  aperteneth  specially 
to  penitence.  /  (970) 

§  94.  This  preyere  moste  be  trewely 
seyd  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  god  ordinatly  and  discreetly  and 
devoutly ;  and  alwey  a  man  shal  putten 
his  wil  to  be  subget  to  the  wille  of  god.  /  1045 
This  orisonn  moste  eek  been  seyd  with 
greet  hnmblesse  and  ful  pure ;  honestly, 
and  nat  to  the  anoyannce  of  any  man  or 
womman«  It  moste  eek  been  continued 
with  the  werkes  of  oharitee.  /  It  avayleth 
eek  agayn  the  vyoes  of  the  sonle ;  for,  as 
seith  seint  Jerome,  *By  fastings  been 
saved  the  vyces  of  the  flesh,  and  by 
preyere  the  vyces  of  the  sonle.*  / 

§  95.  After  this,  thou  shalt  understonde, 
that  bodily  peyne  stant  in  wakinge ;  for 
Jesn  Crist  seith,  *waketh,  and  preyeth 
that  ye  ne  entre  in  wikked  temptacionn.*  / 
Te  ^ul  nnderstanden  also,  that  &stinge 
stant  in  three  thinges ;  in  forberinge  of 
bodily  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  forberinge 
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of  worldly  jolitee,  and  in  forberinge  of 
deedly  sinne ;  ihifi  Ui  to  seyn,  that  a  man 
filial  kopen  him  fro  deedly  sinne  with 
al  his  might.  / 

§  96.  And  thoa  shalt  nnderstanden  eek, 
that  god  ordeyned  fastinge ;  and  to  fastinge 
1050  appertenen  foore  thinges.  /  Largeneese 
to  povre  folk,  gladnesse  of  herte  espirituel, 
nat  to  been  angry  ne  anoyed,  ne  gmoche 
for  he  fasteth ;  and  also  resonable  honre 
for  to  eto  by  mesure ;  that  is  for  to  seyn, 
a  man  shal  nat  ete  in  nntyme,  ne  sitte  the 
lenger  at  his  table  to  ete  for  he  fasteth.  / 

§  07.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde,  that 
bodily  peyne  stant  in  disciplyne  or  tech- 
inge,  by  word  or  by  -wrytingo,  or  in 
ensample.  Also  in  weringe  of  heyres  or 
of  stamin,  or  of  hanbergeons  on  hir  niOced 
Hcsli,  for  Cristes  sake,  and  swiche  manere 
penances.  /  But  -war  thee  wel  that  swiche 
manero  penances  on  thy  flesh  ne  make 
nat  thyn  herte  bitter  or  angry  or  anoyed 
of  thy-self ;  for  bettre  is  to  caste  awey 
thyn  hcyre,  than  for  to  caste  away  the 
sikemesse  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  And  therfore 
seith  seint  Paul :  '  Clothe  yow,  as  they 
that  been  chosen  of  god,  in  herte  of 
misericorde,  debonairetee,  snffirannce,  and 
Bwich  manere  of  clothinge ' ;  of  whiche 
Jesu  Crist  is  more  apayed  than  of  heyres, 
(980)  or  hanbergeons,  or  hauberkes.  / 

§  98.  Thanne  is  disciplyne  eek  in  knok- 
kingo  of  thy  brest,  in  sconrginge  with 
1055  yerdes,  in  knelinges,  in  tribnlacions  ;  / 
in  snffringe  paciently  wronges  that  been 
doon  to  thee,  and  eek  in  pacient  sul&annce 
of  maladies,  or  lesinge  of  worldly  oatel, 
or  of  wyf,  or  of  child,  or  othere  freendes.  / 

§  99.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde, 
whiche  thinges  destonrben  penannce ; 
and  this  is  in  fonr  maneres,  that  is,  drede, 
shame,  hope,  and  wanhope,  that  is,  des- 
peracion.  /  And  for  to  speke  first  of 
drede  ;  for  which  he  weneth  that  he  may 
suffre  no  penannce ;  /  ther-agayns  is 
remedie  for  to  thinke,  that  bodily  penannce 
is  but  short  and  litel  at  regard  of  the 
peyne  of  helle,  that  is  so  cruel  and  so 
long,  that  it  lasteth  with-outen  ende.  / 

§  100.  Now  again  the  shame  that  a  man 
hath  to  shryven  him,  and  namely,  thise 


ypocrites  that  wolden  been  holden  so 
parfite  that  they  han  no  nede  to  shiyven 
hem;  /  agayns  that  shame,  sholde  a  num  1060 
thinke  that,  by  wey  of  resoun,  that  he 
that  hath  nat  been  ashamed  to  doon 
foule  thinges,  certes  )iim  oghte  nat  been 
ashamed  to  do  faire  thinges,  and  that  is 
conf  essioons.  /  A  man  sholde  eek  thinke, 
that  god  seeth  and  woot  alle  hise  thoghtea 
and  alle  hise  werkes;  to  him  may  no 
thing  been  hid  ne  covered.  /  Men  sholden 
eek  remembrm  hem  of  the  shame  that  is 
to  come  at  the  day  of  dome,  to  hem  thai 
been  nat  penitent  and  shriven  in  this 
present  lyf.  /  For  alle  the  creatures  in 
erthe  and  in  helle  shullen  seen  aperUy  al 
that  they  hyden  in  this  world.  /  (990) 

§  101.  Now  for  to  speken  of  the  hope 
of  hem  that  been  necligent  and  sk>we  to 
shryven  hem,  that  stant  in  two  maneres.  /  1065 
That  oon  is,  that  he  hopeth  for  to  live 
longe  and  for  topurchacen  mucho  richeose 
for  his  delyt,  and  thanne  he  wol  Bhryren 
him ;  and,  as  he  seith,  him  semeth  thanne 
tymely  y-nongh  to  come  to  shriffce.  / 
Another  is,  surqnidrie  that  he  hath  in 
Cristes  mercy.  /  Agayns  the  firste  vyce, 
he  shal  thinke,  that  oure  lyf  Js  in  no 
sikemesse;  and  eek  that  alle  the  richeases 
in  this  world  ben  in  aventure,  andpassen 
as  a  shadwe  on  the  wal.  /  And,  as  seith 
seint  Gregorie,  that  it  aperteneth  to  the 
grete  rightwisnesse  of  god,  thai  nevere 
shal  the  peyne  stinte  of  hem  that  nevere 
wolde  withdrawen  hem  fto  sinne,  hir 
thankes,  but  ay  continue  in  sinne;  for 
thilke  perpetuel  wUto  do  sinne  shul  th^ 
han  perpetuel  pe3aie.  / 

§  102.  Wanhope  is  in  two  maneres : 
the  flrste  wanhope  is  in  the  mercy  of 
Crist;  that  other  is  that  they  thinken, 
that  they  ne  mighte  nat  longe  persevere 
in  goodnesse.  /  The  firste  wanhope  comth  1070 
of  that  he  demeth  that  he  hath  sinned  so 
greetly  and  so  ofle,  and  so  longe  leyn  in 
sinne,  that  he  shal  nat  be  saved.  /  Certes, 
agayns  that  cursed  wanhope  sholde  ho 
thinke,  that  the  passion  of  Jesu  Crist  is 
more  strong  for  to  onbinde  than  sinne  is 
strong  for  to  binde.  /  Agayns  the  seoonde 
wanhope,  he  shal  thinke,  that  as  ofte  as 
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he  falleth  he  may  aryse  agayn  by  peni- 
tence. And  tfaogh  he  never  so  longe 
have  leyn  in  sinne,  the  mercy  of  Crist  is 
alwey  redy  to  receiven  him  to  meroy.  / 
Agayns  the  wanhope,  that  he  demeth 
that  he  sholde  nat  longe  persevere  in 
goodnesse,  he  shal  thinke,  that  the 
feblesse  of  the  devel  may  no-thing  doon 
'iooo)bnt-if  men  wol  suffiren  him;/  and  eek 
he  shal  han  strengthe  of  the  help  of  god, 
and  of  al  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  pro- 

>075  teccionn  of  anngels,  if  him  list.  / 

§  108.  Thanne  shal  men  imderstonde 
what  is  the  fruit  of  penaonoe ;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Jesa  Crist,  it  is  the  endelees 
blisse  of  hevene,  /  ther  joye  hath  no  con- 
trarionstee  of  wo  ne  grevaance,  ther  alle 
harmes  been  passed  of  this  present  lyf ; 
ther-as  is  the  sikemesse  fix>  the  peyne  of 
helle ;  ther-as  is  the  blisftd  companye 
that  rejoysen  hem  overemo,  overich  of 
otheres  joye ;  /  ther-as  the  body  of  man, 
that  whylom  was  fool  and  derk,  is  more 
deer  than  the  Sonne ;  ther-as  the  body, 
that  whylom  was  syk,  freele,  and  feble, 
and  mortal,  is  inmortal,  and  so  strong 
and  so  hool  that  ther  may  no-thing 
apeyren  it ;  /  ther-as  ne  is  neither  hanger, 
thurst,  ne  cold,  but  every  soule  replenissed 
with  the  sighte  of  the  parflt  knowinge  of 
god.  /  This  blisfuL  regno  may  men  par> 
chace  by  poverte  espiritnel,  and  the  glorie 
by  lowenessej  the  plentee  of  joye  by 
hanger  and  thnrst,  and  the  reste  by 
travaille;   and  the   lyf  by   deeth   and 

1080  mortifloadon  of  sinne.  / 


Here  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 
his  leve. 

§  104.  Now  preye  I  to  hem  alle  that 
herkne  this  litel  tretis  or  rede,  that  if 
ther  be  any  thing  in  it  that  lyketh  hem, 
that  ther-of  they  thanken  oare  lord  Jesa 


Crist,  of  whom  procedeth  al  wit  and  al 
goodnesse.  /  And  if  ther  be  any  thing 
that  displese  hem,  I  preye  hem  also  that 
they  arrette  it  to  the  defante  of  myn 
nnoonninge,  and  nat  to  my  wiL,  that 
wolde  fol  fayn  have  seyd  bettre  if  I  haddo 
had  conninge.  /  For  oore  boko  seith,  *  al 
that  is  writen  is  writen  for  oore  doctrine ' ; 
and  that  is  myn  entente.  /  Wherfore 
I  biseke  yow  mekely  for  the  mercy  of 
*  god,  that  ye  preye  for  me,  that  Crist  have 
meroy  on  me  and  foryeve  me  my  giltes :  /  (loio) 
— and  namely,  of  my  translacions  and 
endytingesof  worldly  vanitees,  the  whiche 
I  revoke  in  my  retraocioans :  /  as  is  the  1085 
book  of  Troilns ;  The  book  also  of  Fame  ; 
The  book  of  the  nynetene  Ladies ;  The 
book  of  the  Dnchesse ;  The  book  of  seint 
Yalentynes  day  of  the  Parlement  of 
Briddes ;  The  tales  of  Caanterbary,  thllke 
that  Boonen  in-to  sinne;/  The  book  of 
the  Looun;  and  many  another  book,  if 
they  were  in  my  remembrance;  and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  lecheroos  lay ; 
that  Crist  for  his  grete  mercy  foxyeve  me 
the  sinne.  /  Bat  of  the  translacion  of 
Boeoe  do  Consolacione,  and  othero  bokes 
of  Legendes  of  seintes,  and  omelies,  and 
moralitee,  and  devocioan,  /  that  thanke 
I  oore  lord  Jesa  Crist  and  his  blisfol 
moder,  and  alle  the  seintes  of  hevene ;  / 
bisekinge  hem  that  they  from  hennes- 
forth,  an-to  my  lyves  ende,  sende  mo 
grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes,  and  to  stadie 
to  the  salvacionn  of  my  soale : — and 
graonte  mo  grace  of  verray  penitence, 
confessioon  and  satisfaccioan  to  doon  in 
this  present  lyf;/  thargh  the  benigne  1090 
grace  of  him  that  is  king  of  kinges  and 
preest  over  alle  preostes,  that  boghte  as 
with  the  preoions  blood  of  his  herte;/  so 
that  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  the  day  of 
dome   that   sholle  be  saved:    Qui  cum 


Here  ie  ended  the  book  of  the  Tales  of  Caimterbiuy,  compiled  by  Geffirey  Chancer, 

of  whoa  aonlejeen  Crist  have  mercy.   Amen. 
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VARIATIONS  AND  EMENDATIONS. 

Tex  text  of  Cliaaoer  is,  in  some  places,  oormpt,  and  in  othexB  can  he  maoh 
improved  by  some  emendation,  xtsoaUy  of  a  slight  character. 

The  text  of  the  best  authorities,  aa  improved  by  collation  with  other  good 
authorities,  is  here  given.  Variations  from  these  are  denoted  by  an  obelus  (f)  in 
the  text,  which  may  be  considered  as  marlring  a  reading  as  to  which  there  is  some 
doubt.  These  are  most  numerous  in  the  Bomannt  of  the  Bose,  the  Book  of  the 
Duohesse,  and  the  House  of  Fame.  There  are  very  few  doubtful  readings  in  the 
Canterbury  Tales,  for  which  there  are  better  authorities  than  in  other  oases.  In 
the  following  Appendix  all  the  doubtful  readings  and  editorial  emendationa  are 
accounted  for.  I  do  not,  however,  notice  words  which  are  placed  between  square 
brackets,  such  as  the  word  *  a'  on  p.  1, 1.  la.  It  will  be  understood,  once  for  all, 
that  all  such  words  are  tuppUed^  and  are  mimng  in  the  originals,  though  often 
necessary  for  the  sense  or  the  metre,  or  for  both. 

ROMAIJNT  OF  THE  ROSE, 

The  authorities  are  G.  (the  Glasgow  HS.) ;  and  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition  of  153a). 
Also,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  F.  (the  original  French  text,  here  quoted  from 
the  edition  by  ICten,  Paris,  1813X  No  other  authorities  exist.  Many  lines  are 
wholly  miaaiTtg  in  G. ;  and  when  it  is  not  cited,  this  must  be  understood.  Thus,  it 
has  lost  lines  1-44. 

Page  1.  3.  Th.  sweuen ;  InU  the  plural  U  required,  4.  Th.  that  false  ne  bene. 
35.  Th.  slepte ;  (sleep  U  mors  tituaZ).    38.  Th.  hatte ;  rtad  bote  (be  called). 

Page  2.  66,  G.  Th.  had ;  rtad  hath.  103.  G.  Th.  buakes  {not  Chaucer's  fijTm\ 
iia  G.  Th.  gan  L  138.  G.  Th.  Enclosed  was ;  U6 1.  1653 }  F.  Tani  do9,  149.  G.  Th. 
mynoresse  (0 ;  F.  moverreate. 

Page  8.  196.  G.  Th.  mysconeiting  (!) ;  F.  meBOonter,  aao.  G.  Th.  courtpy  {see 
Cant.  Tales,  A  390).    348,  BotApeynted. 

Page  4.  355.  Both  Upon  any  worthy  man  falle.  377.  Both  and  so  breketh. 
334.  Both  Tent, 

Page  S.  383.  Both  may  neuer.  443.  Both  ay  {giving  no  sense);  rwd  shaL 
444.  Both  grace  (!),  for  face  ;  F.  lor  vit. 

Page  6.    485.  G.  laddris ;  Th.  ladders ;  see  1.  533.    49^*  G.  yeer ;  Th.  yere  ;  read 
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yerd ;  tee  1.  656.  501.  Both  wolde  {/or  nolde  ;  by  con/^tsion).  505.  Both  god  kepe  it 
fro  care,  a  /aUe  riine ;  clearly  substituted  /or  god  it  kepe  and  were.  Were  is  the 
£.  spelling  of  tiie  verb  in  the  French  text,  which  has  que  Diex  garisse,  sxk  Both 
For ;  read  Fol ;  (wo  U  here  an  adjective  =  sad).    536.  G.  ony ;  Th.  any ;  read  a. 

Page  7.  564.  Some  lines  lost  here ;  3  lines  0/  F.  ^/t  umlranslaied.  586.  Both  may ; 
read  mayden.  60a.  Both  lande  of  Alezandryne ;  but  Alexandryn  is  an  adjective, 
603.  G.  hidre  he ;  Th.  hyther  be. 

Page  8.  660.  Both  places.  668.  Both  That;  read  These.  7xx  Th.  renclrye; 
G.  renerye ;  F.  reverdie. 

Page  0.  761.  Both  made ;  read  make.  791.  Both  bode  (no  sense) ;  read  Bede  ;  Ne 
bede  I  =^  I  would  not  offer. 

Page  10.  859.  G.  seye;  Th.  sey.  86a  G.  pleye(!);  Th.  pley(!).  865.  Both  I  wot 
not  what  of  hir  nose  I  shal  descryve  (eleven  syllables),  866.  Two  lines  lost  here. 
879.  Both  Love  and  as  hym  likith  it  be.  923.  Both  Torke  bowes  two  fill  wel  deoysed 
had  he  {too  UmQ). 

Page  11.  959.  Both  shoten ;  see  h  989.  984.  Both  on ;  read  ot  1007.  Both  And  an  ; 
read  As  was  an ;  F.  Ainsinc  cum,  1017.  Both  wyntred ;  but  see  L  loaa  io36w  Both 
thought ;  read  thinketh.     1031.  Both  Sore  (0 ;  F.  Sade,     1034.  Both  And  hight  (!). 

Page  12.  1037.  ^^oth  in  werk  (!).  1Q58.  Th.  prill ;  G.  prile ;  {error  /or  prikke, 
written  so  as  to  look  like  prilke).  io8a  Th.  amyled ;  G.  enameled.  1089.  BoUi  durst  (!) ; 
error  /or  thurfte,  more  commonly  tfaurte.     1117.  Both  ragounoes ;  F.  jagonces. 

Page  18.  1 188.  G.  sarlynysh;  Th.  Sarlynysshe;  F.  Sarraadnesehe.  laoi.  Both 
gousfancoun  (!) ;  F.  gonfanon.  lato.  Both  He  caste.  1233.  Th.  hempe ;  G.  hempe  ne 
( -  hempene).     1236.  Both  a ;  read  00  (oneX 

Page  14.  1244.  Both  Bitokeneth.  1282.  BofA  And  she  (!) ;  read  Youthe ;  F.  Joneses  ; 
see  1. 1302.  1303.  Both  that ;  read  thus ;  see  h  131a  13 13.  G.  loreyes  {error /or  loreres) ; 
Th.  Laurclles.  1315.  Th.  ended ;  G.  eended  ( =  y-ended).  1324.  Both  dunt  {as  in 
t  1089).  1332.  Both  she  {/or  second  he).  1334.  Both  hadde  {/or  bad) ;  and  bent  {/or 
bende) ;  both  omit  it.     1335.  Both  an  {/or  on). 

Page  16.  1341.  G.  hadde  me  shette ;  Th.  had  me  shete  (but  shete  is  wA.  a  pp.\ 
1343.  Both  had  me  greued.  1348.  Both  hadde  in  all  the  gardyn  be.  1366.  BotA 
gudin  {/&r  yerd).     1369.  BaXh  Parys  (!) ;  /or  parndya.     1397-8.  Th.  knjrtte,  sytte. 

Pago  16.     1440.  Th.  dilectable.     1447.  Th.  garden ;  read  yerde  in ;  cf.  1348,  1366. 

1448.  Th.  efters  (!) ;   F.  toui  Vestre.     1453.  Th.  shoten ;  read  shete.    Th.  goodnesse  (Jbr 

good  mes) ;  cf.  3462.     1498.  G.  velaynesly ;  Th.  vilaynously.     1527.  2?ofA  musede  so. 

Pago  17.     159 1.  Both  entrees;  F.  Tout  Vestre,    1593.  Both  ye  {/or  he).    1594.  Both 

Ye  {/or  He).     1608.  Both  laughyng  (!) ;  read  loving. 

Page  18.  164 1.  Both  sighed.  1644.  Both  strengthes.  1648.  G.  bitriashed;  Th. 
bytresshed.  1663.  Both  me ;  re€id  be ;  F.  /usse,  1666.  G.  wole  ;  Tli.  woL  1674.  Th. 
ware ;  G.  waxe ;  both  have  Bone.  1698.  Both  hath ;  omit  wel  ?  i;oa  Both  rosea. 
1713.  Both  For  ;  read  FuL 

Page  19.  1721.  G.  bothetmi ;  Th.  bothum.  1732.  Bo<A  Sithen.  1758.  B<Jth  two(!). 
1766.  Both  certis  euenly ;  read  oerteinly.  1771.  Both  his ;  read  a.  1814.  Both  lefte  (!) ; 
read  felte. 

Page  20.    1848.   Both  mighte  it     1851.  Both  sene  I  hadde.    1853-4.   -^o^^  thore, 
more ;  see  1.  1857.     i86a  G.  Castith  ;  Th.  Casteth.     1913,  1914.  Transposed  in  G.,  Th. 
Page  21.     1924.  Both  softyng;  see  1925.     1925.   Both  prikkith.     1965.  Both  loue; 
read  loners.    2002.  Both  of;  read  to. 
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Page  22.  2038.  Both  queynt.  a  144.  Both  taken ;  read  tan  ;  cf.  3068.  2046.  Both 
disteyned  ;  F.  Deceus,  2067.  Both  sosprised.  3068.  Both  taken ;  read  tan  ;  of.  au44« 
2076.  G.  disese ;  Th.  desese  ;  F.  desaaisir,    a  116.  Both  degree. 

Page  23.  2154.  Both  bigynneth  to  amende.  2176.  G.  say ;  Th.  aaye,  2185.  Both 
vnto ;  for  to.     2195.  Both  in  ;  read  a. 

Page  24.  2364.  Both  on ;  read  upon.  2271.  Th.  anmere ;  G.  awmere ;  gee  2087. 
2279.  Both  costneth  ;  F.  coutte.  2285.  Both  Faroe.  2294.  G.  Th.  knowith  (!) ;  F.  rit, 
2302.  Both  pleyneth  ;  read  pleyeth.     2327.  Both  menen. 

Page  25.  2336.  Both  londes  ;  read  lones.  2341.  Both  this  swifte ;  read  swich  yift ; 
F.  si  riche  don,  2365.  Both  and ;  read  in.  2427.  Th.  sene ;  read  sonde ;  F.  envoier. 
2432.  Th.  gone  and  visyten. 

Page  26.  2466.  Better  omit  of.  2473.  Both  Thought ;  read  That  swete  ?  2499.  ^• 
yitt ;  Th.  yet ;  read  yif. 

Page  27.  2564.  Th.  forwerede;  G.  forweriede;  me  3251.  2569.  Botha/a  \  reo^ seme. 
26x7!  Both  I  wote  not;  read  I  noot.  2619.  Both  better.  2621.  Both  on  hir  I  caste. 
3622.  Both  That.    2628.  Both  liggen  ;  read  ly. 

Page  28.  265a  Both  whider  (!).  2675.  Th.  whan ;  G.  whanne ;  read  wham  or 
whom ;  F.  De  qui  tu  ne  puea  avoir  aite.  2676.  Corrapt.  F.  Au  departir  la  porte  baiee 
(l.e.  the  lover  is  to  kiss  the  doorX  2709,  271a  Both  more,  fore.  2712.  Both  to  gon  ; 
omit  to. 

Page  29.  2774.  Both  aftirward.  2796.  G.  Thenkyng ;  Th.  Thynkyng ;  cf.  2804. 
2824.  Both  not  ben ;  F.  tu  aeroiee.    2833.  Both  me  ;  read  hem  ;  cf.  2845. 

Page  80.    2917.  Both  thou  {/or  they).    2935.  Both  declared  thee. 

Page  81.    2992.  Both  warrans ;  F.  Cre  voue  i  puis  hien  garantir. 

Page  32.  31152.  Both  Yenns  hath  ilemed.  31 15.  Both  arise.  3125.  Both  And  lato 
{or  lette)  it  growe  (too  long).  3136.  Th.  His  eyes  reed  Sftardyng  as  the  fyre-glowo 
(too  long) ;  spardyng  is  a  gloss  on  reed. 

Page  83.  315a  G.  it ;  Th.  he ;  read  I ;  F.  flre.  3207.  Both  For  Nature ;  I  omit  For. 
32(?9.  Both  but  if  the. 

Page  34.  3264.  Both  BeyD» ;  feyne  seems  better,  3274.  Both  he  be  a ;  /  omit  a. 
3^^i.  After  gete,  Th.  inserts  the,  and  G.  thee.  3319.  Both  thought ;  read  taughte. 
3331.  Both  Who  that ;  /  omit  that.    3337.  BoUi  cherisaunce ;  F.  chevisance, 

Fage  85.  3399.  Th.  forbode ;  G.  forbede ;  read  forbad.  343^.  Th.  suche ;  G.  sichen  ; 
F.  puis  quHl  me  siet. 

Page  36.    3447.  Both  where  that  the;  I  omit  that.     349a   B<dh  That  he  had. 
,  3491.  G.  Thanne ;  Th.  Than ;  read  That ;  F.  Qu'  Amors,    3522.  Both  ye  (/or  he) ; 
F.  Que  il.     3525.  Both  it  is. 

Page  87.  3548,  This  (=  This  is);  F.  CesL  3554.  Both  Vpon  {for  On).  3604.  Bead 
thar ;  Th.  dare.    3626.  Th.  eftrea.    3643.  Th.  the  god  of  blesse  ;  F.  IHex  la  heneie. 

Page  38.  366a  Th.  That  so;  omit  bo.  369a  Th.  grapes  be  ripe.  3694.  A>^ Though. 
3697.  Both  rennyng  (!).  3698.  Both  come  (t^wurdly) ;  see  1. 2700 ;  read  to  me.  3710.  G. 
herte  is  ;  Th.  hert  is ;  read  hertis  (=hertesX  3718,  Both  neithir  {for  norX  3745*  Both 
pleyne  or  playne.    3751.  Both  ye  ;  read  to. 

Page  89.  3755.  Th.  with  his  hete.  3756.  Both  insert  me  after  bad.  3774.  G.  it 
wille ;  Th.  at  wyL    3851.  Both  verge  ;  see  3234. 

Page  40.  388a  Both  lye.  3895.  Both  trechonrs.  3902.  Both  herte  I  crye. 
3907.  Both  lowe ;  read  londe.  3928.  Both  must ;  read  mot ;  supply  take.  3942.  Both 
Do ;  read  Ta    3943.  Both  Thanne  (or  Than)  close  ]¥.  Quiles  roses  clorro  entor. 
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Page  41.  3994.  Th.  vilanously;  G.  vilaynesly.  4021.  O.  an  high;  Th.  an  hye. 
4036.  Both  To  make. 

Page  42.    4089.  Both  place  it  a/ter  I. 

Page  43.  4181.  Both  of;  recid  as.  4188.  Both  Boses ;  F.  rosiers,  4194.  Both  -who 
(/or  whiche). 

Page  44«  437a.  £ot^  walketh  (!).  4385.  l?otfc  Which  (/or  Ther);  giving  no  aen9e^ 
4391.  Bath  except.  4333.  Both  wente  abonte  (!);  reeid  wende  a  bonght  (a  —  have) ; 
F.  Oes  cuidoie  avoir  achetSs  (I  weened  to  have  bought  themX  4339.  G-.  tillers ;  Th. 
tyllers.    435a.  Both  wente  best  abouen  to  haue. 

Page  46.  4363.  Both  but ;  read  al.  Both  Inst.  4365.  Both  is ;  read  am.  43166,  Both 
charge.    4373.  G.  wole  ;  Th.  wol ;  read  waL    4435.  Both  good. 

Page  46.  4467.  Both  her  (/or  his).  4476.  Both  preise.  455a  Both  Lone;  read 
lorde.    4556.  Th.  moche  that  it ;  G.  mych  that 

Page  47.  4561.  Both  yene  good  wille ;  F.  ae  Diex  plaist  4587.  Both  ne  faUid ; 
/  omit  ne.    4617.  Both  not ;  rMd  nist ;  cf.  4636.    4657.  Bath  I ;  read  han. 

Page  48.  4705.  Beth  And  through  the ;  read  A  trouthe.  4731.  Th.  lyke ;  G.  like ; 
read  sike.  4733.  G.  trust ;  Th.  truste ;  (thrust  =  thirstX  Both  and  {/!or  in\ 
4733.  Both  And.     4735.  Both  And.    4731.  Both  Sen. 

Page  49.  4755.  Both  by  {for  be).  4764.  Both  That ;  read  But.  4793.  Both  euer ; 
read  er  (i.e.  before).  4796.  Both  al  by  i>artuere.  4799.  -BotA  greven.  4807.  Both 
diffyned  here.  481 1.  G.  kned ;  Th.  knedde.  4813.  Both  With.  4833.  Both  engendrure ; 
tee  6\  14.    4837.  Both  han  her  lust.     4846.  Both  what ;  for  who. 

Page  60.  4858.  Both  their.  4893.  G.  perell;  Th.  parel ;  but  read  tyme  {9ee  4891 X 
4931.  Both  But  that  if.    4933.  Both  this.    4935.  Both  youthes  chambre  (or  chambere) ; 

F.  Joneaee  aa  chamberiere,  4943.  Beth  And  mo  of  (!).  4s>45-  Both  remembreth. 
4948.  Both  him. 

Page  61.     4955.    Both  gan.      4960.   Both  neither  preise.      ^x>4.    Th.  stondeth; 

G.  stondith.    5010.  Both  weped.    5031.  EMh  he  {for  hir).    5038.  Both  list  to  loue. 
Page  62.    5050.  Both  gouen.    5051.  Both  so;  read  sho  {or  sheX    5059.  Both  loued. 

5068.  Both  That ;  read  But ;  cf.  4764.  5085.  Both  to ;  read  they.  5107.  G.  herberest 
hem;  Th.  herborest. ,  51 16.  Both  the;  read  thy;  F.  ton.  51 17.  Both  by  thought; 
F.  tajoneace.    5144.  G.  ay  ;  Th.  aye  ;  read  alway. 

Page  68.  5155.  Both  That ;  F.  Lore.  5163.  Pet'hape  a&y  =  assay.  5301  (rubric).  Both 
Aunsete ;  error  for  Amistie.    5339.  Both  00  state ;  read  oon  estate ;  see  540a 

Page  64.  5378.  Both  bothe  the.  5283.  Both  this.  5385.  Both  vnyte  (!).  5387.  Both 
And ;  rec^  A  man.  P93.  Th.  causes ;  G.  cause ;  see  5301,  5533.  5335.  Both  he ;  o£ 
5337)  5341-    5341*  ^oUi  hir;  read  the.    5345.  Both  Thurgh  the ;  I  omit  the. 

Page  65.  5360.  Both  greueth  so  groueth.  5379.  Both  him  silf  (or  selfeX 
5389.  Both  kepen  ay  his ;  see  5367.  5393.  I  omU  alle  before  his.  5401.  Both  ought  to 
be.  5404.  Both  hath.  5408.  G.  it ;  read  in  ;  Th.  omita,  5419,  5430,  5435,  5437,  5436. 
Both  hym  (!) ;  F.  lea.    5433.  Both  to  (for  90). 

Page  66.  5453.  Th.  chere  (for  there) ;  G.  cheer  (!X  5463.  Both  thus.  5478.  Both 
For  to  shewe ;  read  She  sheweth.  5486.  Both  affect.  5491.  Both  For  al  that  yeueth 
here  out  of  drede.  5493.  G.  late;  Th.  lette.  5544.  Both  fablyng;  F.  cheana  (i.e. 
^^^llingX    5546b  Both  caste. 

Page  57.  5555.  Both  in  (for  ie).  5556.  Both  depe  (error  for  do):e  =  dothX  5569.  Th. 
haue  you  to  haue ;  G.  ha  yow  to  ha.  5577.  Both  jwrceyueth.  559a  G.  mavis ;  Th. 
mauys ;  F.  muia  (bushelsX    559^  ^th  that  (for  itX    5617.  Both  heme.   5641.  Both  take. 
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Page  68.  5699.  Both  where ;  F.  guerre,  571)1.  Both  shal  thogh  he  hath  geten  (!). 
5713.  Both  Thus  iB  thnxst.  5741.  G.  fy ;  Th.  fye;  read  sy.  (Prom  fy  to  ty  means 
from  the  first  syllable  of  fy-gy-den  (phisician)  to  the  second.) 

Page  59.  5755.  Boith  shewing.  5761-a.  Supply  it  in  5761 ;  it  occurs  after  Himsilf  in 
5762.    5781.  Both  The  ;  F.  Troia.    5788.  Both  vnto.    5821.  Both  nyl  not. 

Page  60.  5855.  Both  kepte ;  F.  qui  meatrie,  5860.  Both  that  ilke.  5883.  Both  As 
my  nede  is.    5900.  Both  That  snch  tonres  ben  ,*  /  omit  That  and  ben. 

Page  61.  594a.  Both  folyly.  5959.  Both  beaute  (!).  5960.  Both  That  I ;  I  omit 
That.  5976.  Both  ful  dere.  6002.  Both  grede  ;  error  for  gnede.  6006.  Both  beaute  (aa 
<«  5959X    6009.  Th.  wol ;  G.  wole. 

Page  62.    6064.  Both  hindreth. 

Page  68.  6165.  Both  which ;  F.  tex  (snch).  6169.  Both  lette.  6174.  Both  nede  ;  F. 
hesoignes.  6205. 1  supply  this  line  ;  went  his  wyle  =  turns  aside  his  craft.  6206.  Th. 
begylen ;  G.  bygylyng.    6237.  Th.  commen  ;  G.  comyn. 

Page  64.  6243.  Both  ful  many ;  omit  fuL  6256.  Both  maketh  the ;  omit  the. 
6293.  Both  plan  ten  most.  6296.  Both  feyne ;  F.  dire.  6314.  Both  insert  shal  htfore 
never.    6317,  6318.  Two  half-lines  lost ;  words  supplied  by  Kaluza. 

Page  65.  6341.  Both  and  reyned(!);  for  streyned;  see  7366.  6355.  Both  loly{\); 
read  blynde.  /  supply  ther.  6373.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  as  in  Morris's  edition ; 
P.  Si  n^en  sui  mes  si  receus.    6378.  Both  I  {for  me).    6407.  Both  not ;  read  yit. 

Page  66.  646a  Both  it  is ;  F.  PorquoL  6466.  Both  woth  (!).  6481.  Both  semest ; 
F.  sembles,  6491.  Both  bettir.  6493.  Both  of  a  pore.  650a  Both  me  a  dyne. 
6515.  Both  not.    6522.  Both  Hath  a  soule.    6532.  G.  thrittene ;  Th.  thirtene  {wrongly\ 

Page  67.  6539.  G.  beggith  j  Th.  beggeth.  6542.  G.  goddis  j  Th.  goddes.  6565.  G. 
ther ;  Th.  their.  6569.  Both  yaf.  6570.  G.  folkis ;  Th.  folkes.  6572.  Both  they ;  read 
leye ;  F.  gisoient    6606.  Both  Ben  somtyme  in ;  see  6610. 

Page  68.  6667.  Both  haue  bidde ;  /  omit  haue.  6688.  Th.  hondis  ,*  G.  omits. 
670a  Both  Tit.    6707.  Both  mendiciens  (-ence). 

Page  69.    6819.  Both  wrine ;  both  hem  ;  both  at.    6823, 6824.  Both  robbyng,  gilyng. 

Page  70.  688a  Th.  Ne  wol;  G.  Wol;  read  NiL  691)2,  6907.  Both  burdens. 
691 1.  A><A  burdens;  but  hoTders  are  meant.     6925,6926.  Both^tum. 

Page  71.  6974.  I  omit  a  after  tymes.  7018.  G.  werrien  ;  Th.  werryen.  7029.  Both 
these  {for  thefe),  and  that  {for  or) ;  F.  lerres  ou.    7038.  Both  them. 

Page  72.  7041.  G.  cheffis  ;  Th.  cheifes ;  F.  fromages.  7092.  Th.  We  had  ben  tur- 
mented  al  and  some;  (G.  difflerent  line,  in  late  hand);  F.  Tout  euet  este  tormente, 
7109.  G.  has  here  h  71 10,  followed  by  a  blank  line ;  Th.  has  That  they  [read  he]  ne  might 
the  booke  by,  fallowed  by  a  spurious  line.    71  la  Th.  To  the  copye,  if  hem. 

Page  78.  7145.  Both  no.  7159.  Both  vpon.  7173,  7174.  I  supply  these  lines  by  con- 
jecture ;  F.  Par  Pierre  voil  le  Pape  entendre.  7180.  Both  That  {read  And) ;  to  {read 
thatX     7221.  Both  worthy ;  see  7104.    Both  mynystres ;  read  maistres. 

Page  74.    7316.  Both  slayn ;  F.  escorchUs. 

Page  75.  7368.  G.  gracohe ;  Th.  gratche.  7389.  Th.  deuysed.  7392.  Th.  salowe ; 
read  falowe.  7394.  Th.  to ;  read  tho.  7409,  Th.  And.  7429.  Th.  humbly.  7432,  Th. 
remeued. 

Page  76,  7473.  Th.  hath  hadde  the.  7488.  Th.  doughty  (!) ;  F.  p(mdreu8,  7533.  Th. 
she  nat  berselfe  {%or<mgly). 

Page  78.  7653.  G.  wole ;  Th.  woL  7662.  Both  wot ;  F.  fttit.  7663.  Th,  we  {for  ye) ; 
Gt.omUs, 
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THE  MINOR  POEMS. 
L  AN  A.aa 

The  MSS.  used  to  form  this  text  are :  C.  —  MS.  Ff.  5.  30  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library; 
Jo.  =  MS.  G.  31,  in  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge;  Gl.=  Glasgow  MS.  Q.  a.  35; 
L.  =  MS.  Laud  740,  in  the  Bodleian  Library ;  Gg.  =  MS.  Gg.  4.  37,  in  the  Camb. 
Univ.  Library ;  F.  =  Fairfax  16,  in  the  Bodleian ;  B.  =  Bodley  638 ;  Sion  =  Sion 
ColL  MS.  The  text/oUowa  dotely  the  first  of  these;  hut  is  corrected  by  collation  with 
the  dhers. 

Page  81.  163.  AU  tM  MSS.  insert  saffred  after  eek ;  probably  catight  from  the  line 
above.  Or  perhaps  hia  herte  toas  caught  from  the  line  below ;  in  which  case^  read  And 
snfifred  eek,  that  Longins  him  pigbte.  And  note^  that  pighte  should  surely  be  prighte, 
i.  e.  pricked,  as  in  Cant  Tales,  F  418.  Pighte  properly  means  pitched.  Bence  read : 
And  stifEred  eek,  that  Longius  him  prighte. 

IL    THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITE. 

The  MSS.  are:  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  Sh.  (Shirley's 
MS.,  Harl.  78) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  T.,  here  put  for  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  R  3.  19) ;  also  Ha.  (HarL  7578).     The  textfbttows  F.  mainly. 

Page  82.    21,  MSS.  was  (for  nas),  tunce;  wrongly,    77,  MSS.  is  {for  nis). 

in.    THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DUCHESSE. 

The  authorities  are  only  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532) ;  and  three  MSS.^  viz.  F.  (Fairfax 
16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  R  (Bodley  638).  I  foUow  F.  mainly.  R  and  F.  are  mudi 
alike. 

Page  88.    6.  All  take  no  kepe.     14.  AU  sorwful  (badly) ;  read  sory.     2^  All  this. 

Page  84.  76.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  of  Aleyone  his  wyfe.  80.  Not  in  Tn.  R  ;  Th.  F. 
began  to  yeme  ;  read  gan  to  erme.  83.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  her  thought  so  (copied 
from  81) ;  read  he  dwelte  so.  86.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  That  she  had  this ;  I  omit  she, 
and  supply  alas  J)rom  87,  wJtere  it  occurs  after  him,  and  makes  the  line  too  long. 
101.  All  this  lady ;  for  she.  107.  All  wepte ;  read  weep.  131.  All  right  so  (but  right 
belongs  to  1.  13a). 

Page  85.  149.  All  speke  right  so  (but  right  belongs  to  L  150).  158,  159.  All  noght 
(for  nothing).  175.  Tn.  slepte ;  F.  slept ;  see  177.  185.  All  up  and  axed.  204.  All  am. 
3o6.  /  supply  look.    307.  AU  for  suche ;  read  at  whiohe.      213.  AU  aUas  ;  read  A. 

Page  86.  264.  AU  insert  queue  (^fter  goddesse.  294.  All  And ;  read  L  396.  AU 
insert  my  btfore  slepe.  30a  AU  ouer  al ;  I  omit  oner.  328.  AU  and  of  kin|^.  339.  AU 
repeat  of  king  before  Lamedon.  330.  All  insert  And  eke  b^ore  of  Medea.  331.  AU 
and  of  (for  and).  333.  (Marked  by  mistake;  so  in  MSS.)  334.  .^U  And;  read  Of. 
342.  AU  insert  to  b^ore  cold. 

Page  87.  348.  All  And  I ;  omit  And.  38a  AU  and  so  at ;  onUi  so.  443.  AU  insert 
right  b^ore  Wonder. 

Page  88.  454.  AU  but  B.  insert  right  before  yong.  473.  AU  insert  fol  b^ore  weL 
479b  After  iMs  line^  Th.  inserts  And  thus  in  sorowe  lefte  me  alone ;  it  is  spurious. 
[Hence  there  is  no  line  480.]  498.  AU  for  ther  no ;  and  is  (for  was).  517.  AU  had 
ygret ;  read  grettd  ;  see  503.    548.  Insert  good ;  cf.  714,  731. 

Page  89.    571X  AU  with  his ;  omit  his.    571.  All  may  no  ;  omit  no,    583.  AUaotvl; 
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omit  fuL  584.  All  That ;  read  Thogh.  586w  For  the  former  hit,  all  have  him ;  aee 
585.  589.  F.  B.  ThenphuB ;  Tn.  Tesiphoa ;  Th.  Te^yphos  {miswritten  for  Cedphna  = 
Sesiphns).  599.  F.  Th.  8oxx>we(!};  Tn.  8oroy(!);  read  song.  6yi.  Th.  Tn.  flonres; 
F.  B.  flonrys ;  read  flonr  is. 

Page  90.  660).  All  in  the ;  omit  the.  681.  All  she  my  fen ;  read  my  fera  she 
(Koch).  693.  All  For  ther ;  omit  For.  721.  AU  yis  parde ;  omit  yis.  738.  ulZZ  also ; 
read  als.  733.  ^U  the  qnene ;  omit  the.  74a  AUno  man ;  tieod  noon.  745.  F.  Tn. 
Loo  she  that  may  he ;  Th.  Howe  that  may  be ;  Jiere  she  it  an  error  for  sir ;  and  how 
that  may  be  for  how  may  that  be ;  the  edition  of  1550  ha»  Howe  may  that  be. 

Page  91.  751.  AU  ifuert  shalt  afUfr  thou ;  omit  H  (Koch).  771.  AVL  I  prayde ;  omit 
L  779.  uia  moste  able  ;  omi^moste.  785.  j4U  lyght  so ;  omtt  ryght.  803.  >12ZThat 
tyme  and  ;  omit  That  tyme.  805.  All  on  a  day.  806^  All  ther  that  I ;  wait  that. 
833.  AU  Than  any  other  planete  in  heven.  838.  All  and  of;  omii  of.  839.  AU  and 
so ;  omiJt  and.  840.  AU  counseyl  (a  glon  u:pon  reed,  the  original  tcord),  844.  All 
better. 

Page  92.  895.  All  Bnt  which  ;  omit  Bnt.  905.  Was  white ;  omit  white  {reaerued 
for  L  948).  934.  AU  swere  wel ;  omU  wel.  930.  ^22  never  yet ;  omit  yet.  943.  All 
and  pure  flat ;  omit  pore.    943.  ilU  or ;  read  and. 

Page  98.  959^  AU  nere  pure ;  omit  pure.  971.  ^U  swere  wel ;  read  sweren. 
994.  AU  And  therto ;  omit  And.  997.  AU  What  harme  was ;  hut  harm  ie  mono- 
eyUabie,  i03(x  wolde  not ;  read  nolde.  1038.  AU  into ;  read  to.  104a  AU  and  my 
goddesse  (!) ;  read  and  my  lisse  (L  e.  consolation).     1051.  All  loked  her ;  omit  her. 

Page  94.  1075.  All  nay  trewly  I;  omit  trewly.  1099.  AU  coude  tho;  recul  tho 
oonde.     1147.  AU  hit  not  never ;  omit  not. 

Page  96.  xi88.  ^Uam;  read  najn,  1189.  ^Usey  right;  omit  right.  1334.  -^'^  to 
fihlse  ;  omit  to,     1339.  AU  rygbt  as  ;  omit  ryght. 

Page  96.     1364.  AU  thynges ;  read  thing.     1333.  AU  ther  was ;  omit  ther. 

IV.    THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  MABS. 

The  authoritiee  are:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  Jn.  (Julian  Notary's 
edition) ;  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  T.  (Trin.  GolL  Oftmb.,  R  3.  30) ;  Ar.  (Axoh.  Selden  B.  34, 
in  the  Bodleian  Library) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1533).    I  follow  F«  mainly. 

Page  96.    89.  AU  nygh  dreynt ;  omit  nygh.     135.  AU  transpose  hit  and  don. 

Page  99.  141.  AU  god  helpe ;  read  helpe  god ;  and  accent  sely  and  Yenns  on  tJie 
latter  suUable, 

Page  lOa    374.  Most  MSS.  have  to  so ;  T.  omits  to, 

V.    THE  PABLEHENT  OF  FOULEa 

The  authorities  are :  F.  (Fairiaz  16) ;  Og.  (Qg.  4.  37,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  B.  3.  19);  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition);  HarL  (Harleian  7333);  O.  (St. 
John's  ColL,  Oxford) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  LibraiyX  I  have  also  consUUed  Tn. 
(Tanner  346);  D.  (Digby  181);  and  others.  I  follow  F.  mainly;  chiefly  corrected 
tyGg. 

Page  101.    39b  AU  he  ;  read  hit ;  see  36,  43. 

Page  106.    39(S.  ilK  have  formed. 

Page  109.    613.  Qtg,  renfUles  (!) ;  Pepys,  rowthfoll ;  rest  rewAU  (!). 
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VX.    A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 

Onlu  tux)  Its.  copies  :  Sh.  (Shirley's  Ma,  HarL  78) ;  Ph.  (FhiUippe  9055,  now  Addit. 
34360).  Also  Ed.  (edition  of  1561X  I  follow  Sh.  mainly;  but  correct  many  bad 
spellings  ;  and  supply  many  tcords,  and  even  Unes,    Lines  124-133  are  in  Ph.  oidy. 

Page  111.  X4.  All  now  doth ;  I  omit  now.  15.  This  line  is  supplied,  to  rime  with 
1.  17.  19.  Sh.  and  yit  my ;  /  put  fro  for  yit.  24.  This  line  supplied ;  to  rime  with 
I.  33  ;  ofl  CompL  of  Man,  189.  25,  26.  Supplied ;  cf.  CompL  to  Pite,  93,  17 ;  Anelida, 
307*    33>  I  omit  she  before  sleeth.    56.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  from  Anelida,  181. 

Page  112.  59.  Supplied  from  Anelida,  183.  68.  Sh.  euer  do.  78.  Sh.  youre ;  read  yow. 
79.  Sh.  wist  that  were  ;  /  omit  that.  Sh.  your  hyendsse  {repeated  from  76) ;  read  yow 
distresse.  82.  {The  dagger  should  precede  is) ;  Sh.  thane  U  ;  omit  thane.  102.  Sh.  heon 
euer ;  read  ever  been.  103.  Imperfect ;  I  supply  here.  104.  Sh.  But  the  ;  omit  But. 
114.  Sh.  nought;  read  nothing.  120.  Sh.  no  trewer  so  verrayly;  Ed.  no  trewer 
verely  {fcdse  rime),  127.  Ph.  For  wele ;  om.  For.  129.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  That  yow 
myght  offenden,     132.  NU  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  no  blisse ;  omU  no.     133.  Ph.  dwelle  withyn. 

Vn.    ANELIDA  AND  AECITE. 

Authi(yrUies:  Harl.  (HarL  7333) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  D.  (Digby  181); 
Cz.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  B.  (Bodley  638);  Lt.  (Longleat  MS.) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532).    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  114.  91.  Th.  Tn.  HarL  tmsteth ;  rest  trusted;  read  trust  (^trustethX 
129.  AU  lenger  she ;  omit  she. 

Page  116.     174.  ulU  speketh  she.     191.  AU  un-to ;  read  to. 

Page  116.    241.  AU  be  founde ;  but  be  was  copied  in  from  L  240. 

Vin.    CHAUCEES  WORDES  UNTO  ADAM, 

From  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  Camb.,  B.  3.  20).    Also  in  Ed.  (edition  of  1561). 

Page  118.    3.  T.  thy  long  lokkes ;  omit  long.    4.  T.  wryte  more  truwe ;  omit  more. 

IX.    THE  FOBMEB  AGE. 

Two  copies:  L  (IL  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  Hh.  (Hh.  4.  12,  in  the  sameX 
CM^yfroml, 

Page  118.  3.  I.  paied  of  the ;  omU  the.  11.  I.  gnodded ;  Hh.  knoddyd ;  correctly 
gDldea^  pt.  pL  cf  gulden. 

Page  119.  23.  Both  No  bataUs  trompes ;  omit  batails.  34.  L  No  placee  wildnesse; 
Hh.  No  plaoe  of  wildnesse  ;  omit  plaoes,  place  ot    56.  A  Une  lost ;  I  supply  iL 

X.  FORTUNE. 

Authorities :  I.  (li  3.  21,  Oamb.  Univ.  Library);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL 
Camb.) ;  F.  (Faiz&x  16) ;  R  (Bodley  638) ;  H.  (HarL  2251X 

XL    MERCILES  BEAUTE. 
One  copy :  P.  (Pepys  aoo6X    36.  P.  this ;  read  ther. 

XIL    TO  ROSEMOUNDE. 

One  copy:  MS.  RawL  Poet.  163  ;  leaf  114. 

Page  121.    1 1,  aemy  {sic) ;  read  seemly,    fynall  {for  final,  a  misreading  q/amalX 
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XriL    TBUTH. 

AuihoriUet:  At.  (Addit  10340);  Gg.  (Og.  4.  37,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);   £.  (EUi 
mere  MS.) ;   Ct.  (Ck»tton,  deop.  D.  7);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3.  20);  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  oimI 
othen,    Chin/lyfrom  E.     The  Envoy  is  in  At,  only. 

Page  122.  19.  Know  thy  con  tree ;  HarL  F.  T.  Loke  yp  on  hie.  aa  Hold  the  hye 
wey ;  Harl.  F.  Weyve  thy  Inat, 

XrV.    GEKTILESSE. 

Authorities:  A.  (Aahmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3.  ao);  HarL  (HarL  7333);  Ct. 
(Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  Ha.  (HarL  7578) ;  Add.  (Addit.  22139) ;  Cx.  (Caxton*8  edition). 
I/oUow  Cx.  mainly. 

Page  123.  20.  Cx.  makes  hem  eyrea,  that  can  hem  qneme  ;  A.  mathe  his  heyre 
him  that  wol  him  qweme  ;  Ct.  That  maketh  his  heires  hem,  ftc. 

XV.    LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE. 
AuthcrUies:  HarL  (HarL  7?33);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3.  20);  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7); 
F.  (Fairfax  16) ;   Add.  (Addit.  22139) ;   Bann.  (Bannatjrne) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532) ;  and  others,    IfoUow  Ct.  mairdy, 

XVI.    LENVOY  A  SCOGAN. 

Authorities:  Gg.  (Gg.  4.  r;^  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  P.  (Fepys  2cxyS) ; 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).    I  follow  F.  mainly, 

XVn.    LENVOY  A  BUKTON. 

Authorities:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition);  Ju.  (Julian  Notary's  edition). 
IfoUow  F.  mainly, 

XVIIL    THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS. 

Authorities:  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3.  20);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  F. 
(Fairfax  16);  Ff.  (Ff.  1.6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden,  P.  24);  P.  (Pepys 
aoo6);  Th«  (Thynne's  edition,  1532X    If<Mow  F.  mainly, 

N.B.  Another  authority  is  the  set  of  three  original  French  Ballades  1^  Otes  de 
Graunson,  whioh  Chaucer  here  imitates. 

Page  125.  31.  AU  Pley  or  Vleye ;  read  Pleyne,  transUxtion  of  original  ]«Vench 
riaindre, 

XTX.  THE  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  PUBSE. 

Authorities:  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  HarL  (HarL  7133) ;  Ff. (Ff  i. 6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ; 
P.  (Pepys  2006) ;  Add.  (Addit.  22139)  i  ^^  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  ed.  ic^a). 
IfoUow  F.  mainly. 

XX.    PBOVEBBS. 

Authorities :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Ha.  (HarL  7578) ;  Ad.  (Addit.  16165).     I  follow  F. 
mainly. 
Page  126.     i.  AU  insert  thus  after  these ;  I  omit  thus. 

XXL    AGAINST  WOMEN  UNCONSTANT. 

Authorities :  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  B.  7) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Ha.  (HarL  3738) ;  Ed.  (Stowe's 
edition,  1561). 
Phge  127.    17.  AU  stondeth;  read  stant. 


728  JSifftniix. 


XXIL    COMPLEINT  DAMOUBS. 

AuthoriUM :  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  F.  (FkirfM  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638). 
Page  127.    4.  AU  right  thus ;  omit  right.    9.  AWSe;  read  For. 
Page  12a    96,  I  iupply  ther  J^rom  ParL  FonleSf  31a 

XXm.    A  BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNT. 
Sole  copy :  MS.  Addit.  16165,  fol.  256)  hack. 

XXIV.    WOMANLY  NOBLESSK 

Sole  copy:  MS.  Addit.  34360,  foL  91,  hack. 

Page  129.  13.  This  line  is  supplied  hy  conjedture,  x8.  MS.  for  to ;  /  omU  for. 
35.  And  thynkith  be  ndson  (too  long),  26.  for  til  do  the ;  /  omit  the,  and  mibtAitvU  to 
/or  tiL 

TRANSLATION  OF  BOETHIUS. 

Authoritiea :  G.  (Camb.  Univ.  Library,  IL  3.  ai) ;  A.  (Addit.  10340) ;  Ed.  (Thynne's 
edition,  1532) ;  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  li.  (IL  i.  38) ;  &c.    I/oQow  C.  mainly. 

Page  181.    pBon  L  74.  Cx.  Th.  from ;  MSS.  omit  from. 

Page  188.  Pr.  IIL  63.  Gx.  Th.  Soranos  (ae  in  Latin  text) ;  C.  A.  Sorans.  Met.  IT. 
13.  Cx.  Th.  leyte  ;  IL  leit ;  C.  A.  light. 

Page  184.  Pb.  IV.  97.  This  GUm  ia  mieplaced  in  the  MSS. ;  it  cornea  in  b^ore  Textus 
M  L  87. 

Page  144.    Pa.  III.  66,  I  omit  and  before  ftilftildest ;  it  is  wone  than  needleat. 

Pftge  163.    Pr.  YIH.  38.  C.  A.  'windinge ;  Cx.  wyndy ;  Lat.  uentoeam. 

Page  158,    Pa.  II.  125.  I  eupply  nat,  for  cLeamesa ;  it  ia  implied  in  ihefdUouing  na. 

Page  188.    Pr.  VI.  30a    ^U  the ;  read  that 

Page  190.  Mkt.  VL  38.  Read  bretheth ;  li  brethith  ;  A.  bredith  ;  C.  Ed.  bereth; 
lAi,  apirat. 

Page  198.    Pr.  III.  193.  AU  of  the  whiche  (no  aeme) ;  read  than  whiohe. 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE. 

AuthoriUea:  CL  (Campaall  MS.) ;  Gp.  (Corp.  Ghr.  CoU.  Cam.  61) ;  H.  (HarL  3360); 
H3.  (HarL  3943);  Cm.  (Qg.  4.  37,  in  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ed.  (edition  by  Thynne, 
1533).    IfoUow  CL  and  Cp.  mainly^  tohich  are  much  alike. 

Pftge  247.     17.  AU  hem ;  read  him  ;  #00  L  19. 

Page  249.  144.  CL  Gp.  H.  ben  ay  I-lyke ;  Ed.  to  ben  aye  ylike ;  H3.  bene  ylyke ; 
Cm.  ay  ben  I-lik ;  read  been  y-like  ay. 

Page  255.  573.  Cm.  thonrrsto ;  Gp.  H.  thnute ;  CL  dorste ;  H3.  Ed.  durst ;  read 
thurfte. 

Page  279.    391.  H.  troste  {rightly) ;  real  trust,    AU  to  flnden  (or  flnde) ;  omit  ta 

Page  814.    1109.  ./IK  the  eat ;  read  th'est. 

Page  821.     1586.  AU  That  she ;  omit  That     1618.  AU  Come  or  Com. 
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THE  HOUS  OF  FAME. 

AuthorUiet :  F.  (FairfiiK  16) ;  B.  (Bodl^  638) ;  P.  (Pepys  9006) ;  Cx,  (Cazton's  edition) 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1533X    I/oUow  F.  mainly. 

Page  826.  8.  AU  yvhj  this;  omit  why.  11.  why  these;  omit  why.  ao.  All  is 
more  ;  omit  is.    2^  AU  needleady  insert  the  (or  her)  he^/bre  hrayn. 

Page  827.  88.  All  ponerte ;  read  povert ;  or  elide  the  Jlnal  e.  X19.  All  slept, 
slepte ;  read  sleep  ;  see  438. 

Page  829.    36a.  AU  But  al ;  om<«  Bui 

Page  880.  366.  All  in-to  ;  read  in.  37a  MSS.  Alias  (or  alas  !) ;  read  Eneas.  (^o«>- 
0twr  Th.  hoe  him,  alas.)  399.  Gz.  Th.  Oenone  (toAicA  read  as  four  syUaibleSt  O-e-no-ne, 
as  in  TroiL  i  654X 

Page  881.    513.  All  sely ;  read  selly  (l  e.  strange). 

Page  882.  557.  Cx.  Th.  P.  agast  so ;  rsad  so  agast.  603.  AU  do ;  read  done 
(^rund).  613.  ^U  herke;  read  herkne;  see  735.  618.  Defleieni;  I  supply  goddesse. 
6ai.  All  lytel  (litell) ;  read  lyte. 

Page  888.    727,  Cx.  Th.  P.  a  worthy ;  F.  B.  worthe  a ;  omit  a. 

Page  884.  764.  AU  herke ;  see  725.  827.  F.  And  that  sum  place  stide ;  B.  Th.  And 
that  som  styde ;  {not  in  Cx.  P.) ;  read  And  that  the  mansionn  ;  see  754,  831.  83a  All 
That ;  read  Than. 

Page  885.  896.  Cx.  Th.  gan  to ;  rest  to ;  read  gan.  911.  AU  token  (!) ;  read  tonn ; 
see  89a 

Page  886.  1007.  F.  Cx.  Th.  B.  Atfaalantes;  P.  athlanntres  (of.  Atlante,  Ovid, 
Fasti,  V.  83X 

Page  887.     1114.  F.  dtee ;  P.  cite  (=site) ;  rest  cyte. 

Page  888.  1177.  Supply  ciraft./Wmi  1.  1178,  where  it  occurs,  aJUr  cast,  in  Cx.  Th.  P. 
1 189.  B.  Babewynnes;  P.  Babewenries ;  (aU  corrupi),  laia  F.  8aten;  B.  Sate;  Cx. 
Th.  Sat ;  P.  Sett ;  read  Seten. 

Page  839.  1259.  Th.  pleyeng;  re^  pley.  laji.  AU  the  (put  for  theeX  1303.  F. 
hat ;  B.  hate  ;  Cx.  Th.  haokyng ;  read  hatte. 

Page  840.  1361.  F.  B.  Sit;  Cx.  P.  Sat;  read  Sitte,  1373.  AU  wonderly;  see  1327. 
1415.  AU  And  Uius ;  omit  And. 

Page  841.  1494.  F.  high  the  {for  highthe);  Cx.  Th.  hoyght;  read  highte; 
see  744.     1537.  AU  into  ;  read  in. 

Page  842.     1570^  All  Upon ;  read  Up. 

Page  848.  1666.  AU  werkes ;  read  werk  {and  so  in  1701, 1720).  1686.  AU  of  bawme; 
omit  of.     1735.  F.  B.  Th.  Al  so ;  red  And  so ;  read  So. 

Page  844.     1765.  F.  B.  now  let  se ;  omit  now.     1813.  All  grete,  gret ;  read  gretest. 

Page  846.  1853.  F.  Th.  be  noght  for;  Cx.  B.  be  for;  read  be  but  for.  1887.  AU 
thinge,  thing ;  read  thinges.  1897.  ^Uwote  ;  read  wiste ;  see  1 901.  1902.  ul 22  dwelled 
or  dwellyth.  1907.  B.  Whithen ;  regt  Why  than ;  read  Whiche.  194a  F.  Cx.  B. 
hattes  (!) ;  Th.  hutches ;  read  hottes. 

Page  846.  1961, 1963.  AU  wertres,  restes ;  read  werre,  reste.  1967.  AU  and  eek  of; 
omit  and  eek  (of.  1968).  1975.  AU  wrongly  torite  misgoyemement  as  one  word, 
3009.  AU  these;  read  swiche.  3017.  F.  frot  (for  ficoit  =  fruit);  B.  foot;  Cx.  Th. 
swote.  302I.  All  yaf  in :  omit  in.  3026.  F.  B.  here  anoon  (anon) ;  Cx.  Th.  here ;  read 
anoon  heer. 
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Page  847.  2049.  AU  he  (!) ;  read  the  other.  2053.  AU  And  thtu  (twice) ;  om/f  And 
{twice),  ao6i.  F.  B.  forth  ryght  to ;  Cx.  forth  nnto ;  Th.  streyght  to ;  read  forth  to. 
2076.  F.  B.  Went  every  mouthe  (!) ;  Th.  Cx.  Wente  eneiy  tydyng ;  read  Wente  eveiy 
^irord.  2tiRi.  AU  and  wente  ;  read  hit  wente.  ^104.  B.  haoe  that  oon ;  F.  han  on ; 
Th.  have  one.    AU  omit  o£ 

Page  84a  315a.  B.  noee;  F.  Th.  noyse  (!).  F.  an  hig^en  (!);  Th.011  hyghen  (!);  B. 
and  yen ;  read  on  hyghe  (or  on  hye). 

THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 

Authorities:  /or  Text  A  (eaHier  version)  of  the  Prologue :  soU  copy  C.  (Qg.  4.  aj,  in 
Camb.  Univ.  Library).  For  Text  B  (Utter  version)  of  the  same,  and  all  the  rest : 
F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  546) ;  T.  (Trin.  Coil  Cam.  B.  $,  19) ;  A.  (Arch.  Selden. 
B.  14);  B.  (Bodley  638);  P.  (Pepys  2006);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1533);  also  C.  (as 
above) ;  Add.  (Addit.  9832X 

Page  858,  coL  i.  135.  C.  is  here  corrupt ;  it  has— T!he  honour  and  the  humble 
obej^saunce.  /  suggest  They  dide  honour  and  humble  obeyaaunces ;  or  read  Yelding 
honour,  &c.  (as  in  coL  a).    Col.  i ;  137,  138 ;  imperfect ;  IJiU  up  the  gaps. 

Page  870.    842.  AU  renten  (rente),  wrongly ;  read  renden. 

Page  874.  1126.  AU  honourable ;  read  noble ;  see  1143,  12101  1222. 

Pkige  -876.  1217.  C.  bestys  wilde ;  T.  A.  P.  wild  bestys ;  rest  wilde  hertes ;  read 
hertes  wilde.     1238.  AU  and  becom  (against  metre) ;  read  to  been. 

Page  87a     1463.  AU  yle  of]  omit  of. 

Page  883.     1879.  AU  himself  or  himselfe  ;  read  himselve. 

Page  887.    2138.  AU  was  performed ;  read  performed  wa& 

Page  88a     2227.  AU  quyte  him ;  read  him  quyte. 

Page  89a    2592.  Th.  And  what ;  C.  T.  That  what ;  read  What 


TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE. 

Authorities :  A.  (Camb.  Univ.  Libraxy,  Dd.  3.  53) ;  B.  (Bodley,  E.  ICnseo  54) ;  C. 
(Bawlinson  1370) ;  D.  (Ashmole  391) ;  £.  (Bodley  619) ;  F.  (Corpus  424) ;  G.  (Trin.  Coll. 
Cam.  B.  15.  18) ;  H.  (Sloane  3x4) ;  L  (Sloane  291) ;  K.  (Bawlinson,  Misc.  3) ;  L.  (Addit^ 
23002) ;  M.  (St.  John's  ColL  Cam.) ;  N.  (Digby  72) ;  O.  (Ashmole  360) ;  P.  (Camb.  Univ. 
Library,  Dd.  12.  51) ;  Q.  (Ashmole  393) ;  H.  (Egerton  2622) ;  S.  (Addit.  29250X  I/oUow 
A.  mainly ;  collated  wUh  B.  C.  I.  H.  P.  The  latter  part  (<^fter  Part  IL  §  40)  firom^ 
L.  M.  N.  0.  P.  R.  a 

Part  899.  §  12.  8,  9.  MSS.  wrongly  transpose  umbra  wtm,  and  umbra  recta 
(=  umbra  extensa), 

"PAge  402.    §  3.  51, 53.  For  18,  some  HSS.  have  12. 

Page  408.  §  3.  62, 63.  Some  MSS.  8  and  2 ;  others^  9  and  la  64.  Some  23 ;  others  la 
§  4.  12.  C.  P.  for>seide  same  degree;  omit  same.  25.  AU  15;  read  25;  Xat.  text, 
viginti  quinque. 

Page  409.  §  2$,  45.  Two  sets  of  readings  here  ,*  the  second  set  puts  the  Sun  in 
10  degrees  of  Leo,  with  an  altitude  of  56,  and  declination,  18 ;  difference,  38. 

Page  410.    §  aS,    37.  All  heed  (heued)/(>r  ende,  absurdly ;  cf.  27,  31. 
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Fage  414.    §  4a    8.  Bead  for  Bothe  ;  miswriUm  tor  Bonne  <n  A.  B. ;  otliera  vary. 

Page  416.  §  40.  75-  A.  omto  of  and  degrees ;  but  retains  3.  93.  P.  supplies  the  last 
five  tDords^  vihieh  A.  B.  C.  E.  omit.    §  42.   24,  25.  ^or  2,  M.  has  6 ;  /or  3,  M,  has  4. 

Page  416.  §  44.  20.  N.  wreten;  read  wiyte.  36.  L.  N.  O.  passid;  M.  omft*; 
read  Utfse. 

Page  417.    §  45.     la  Lb  I  "wold  -wyttyn ;  N.  Iwyton ;  0,  wiytoun. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

Aufhcrities :  E.  (Ellesmere  MS.) ;  Hn.  (Hengwrt  MS.) ;  Cm.  (Gg.  4.  27,  Ctanh,  Univ. 
Library) ;  Cp.  (Corpus  Chr.  ColL  Oxford) ;  Pt  (Petworth  MS.) ;  Ln.  (Lansdowne  851) ; 
HL  (HarL  7334).  Also^  occasionally,  Dd.  (Dd.  4,  24,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Reg.  (Keg! 
17  D.  XV.) ;  Add.  (Addit.  5140) ;  Li.  (Lichfield  MS.) ;  SL  (Sloane,  1685). 

Page  421.    179.  HL  cloysterlees  {see  180) ;  Cm.  rekeles ;  rest  recohelees,  recheles. 

Page  422.    252  &,  252  c ;  from  Hn. ;  rest  omit. 

Page  485.     129a  All  moste,  muste,  most ;  read  mot. 

Page  448.     1979.  HL  swymbul ;  r^  rumbeL 

Page  449.    2420.  All  insert  the  (or  thy)  b^ore  victdrie ;  it  dogs  the  line. 

Page  45a    3155,  3156.  From  E.  Cm.  HL  ;  rest  omit 

Page  462.    3451,  3457 ;  astromye  is  intentional. 

Page  465.    3721,  3722.  From  E.  {also  in  old  editions)  \  rest  omit 

Page  466.    3818.  Now^lis  is  an  intentional  error  \  see  3834. 

Page  476.    47.  Dd.  But ;  rest  That  {wrongly). 

Page  484.     6ai.  A  short  line  ;  /  insert  ftd. 

Page  486.    791.  HL  vn-to ;  Pt.  to ;  rest  til ;  read  nn-tiL 

Page492.  ii63-ii9a  RHn.Cm.owi«;  mainly  from  Cp.  1189.  Jfort  Jffi-^.  phialyas ; 
Sloane,  phiUyas ;  Ln.  fisleas ;  read  physices,  i.e.  physioes  liber. 

Page  508.     1995.  Supplied  f^m  MS.  Reg.  17  D.  icv  j  most  MSS.  omit  this  line. 

Page  509.  2252,  2253.  ^^ot  in  the  MSS.,  but  necessary ;  supplied  from  2274  and  2280, 
which  see. 

Page  519.    2623,  2624.  Not  in  the  MSS.  j  supplied  by  translating  the  French  text. 

Page  526.    2854.  From  namore  to  god  is  not  in  the  MSS. ;  but  is  necessary. 

Page  586.  3564.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  the  stories  from  Nxbo  to  Cbbsus 
0^  3653-3956) ;  incorrectly. 

Page  53a    3657.  MSS.  North ;  read  South. 

Page  541.    3910.  HI.  Yalirien  ;  rest  Valerius ;  ed.  1561,  Valerie  (rightly). 

Page  546.    4266.  All  MSS.  insert  herkneth  or  herken  after  But. 

Page  582.  1294.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  IL  1307,  1308  ;  which  are  out  of 
place  here.  MS.  HL  is  right*  1307,  1308.  Nearly  all  MSS.  omit  these  lines,  having 
inserted  them  after  L  1294  above.     MS.  HL  is  right. 

Page  625.  2240.  The  MSS.  canit  the  word  stories,  leaving  sense  and  metre 
incomplete. 

Page  62a    20,  Most  MSa  h&vepitous,  which  will  not  scan ;  but  Hn.  hasjptftotM, 
which  also  occurg  in  Troilus. 
Page  685.    620.  I  supply  ne. 

Page  658.  277.  For  » Valerians,'  the  MSS.  absurdly  have  'Cecilies » j  but  the  Latin 
original  has  '  Valeriani' 
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Page  664.  1171.  K  iemed  ;  Cm.  temede ;  rett  tomed,  wrongly.  80  also  in  1.  1174 
below. 

Page  674.  la  CSiaacer  has  made  a  miBtake ;  for  the  tnoneg  read  Satumet,  Libra 
is  the  exaltation  of  Saturn,  not  of  the  Moon. 

Page  687.  587.  HL  springers ;  Hn.  sprynge ;  E.  Pt.  Ln.  spryngen.  Perhaps 
*  springes  *  would  be  better. 

Plage  689.     443.  AU  MS8.  trantpoae  Laban  and  Pharao. 

Page  606.  616.  Some  needAil  words  are  here  supplied  ;  MS3.  omit  '  god  . . . 
bitraysen.' 

Page  707.  858.  S«ad  busshes ;  E.  Seld.  Ln.  beautees  (!) ;  Cm.  beauteis  (!) ;  HI. 
beantes  (!) ;  Pt  bewtees  (!). 

Page  711.    955.  K  Cm.  Danyel ;  rett  Dauid,  at  in  the  French  originaU 


GLOSSARIAL   INDEX. 


The  references  in  this  Index  are  given  according  to  the  following  scheme. 

Poems  denoted  by  Arabic  numerals  are  Minor  Poems.  Thus,  under  '  Abaved/  the 
reference  '  3.  6za  '  means  Minor  Poem  no.  3,  line  614,  or  1.  614  of  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse.  The  letter  '  R.'  refers  to  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  Fragment  A,  in  pp.  1-18 ; 
the  rest  of  the  Poem,  not  being  Chaucer's,  is  indexed  separately.  Thus  *  R.  163 '  means 
1.  163  of  the  Romaunt. 

The  five  books  of  Boethius  are  denoted  by  B  z,  B  a,  B  3,  B  4,  B  5,  respectively ;  and 
the  '  prose '  and  '  metrical '  sections  are  denoted  by  '  p '  and  '  m.'  Thus,  under  '  Abais- 
sen,'  the  reference  '  B  4.  p  7.  81  *  means  *  Boethius,  ok.  iv.  prose  7,  line  81.'  The  five 
books  of  Troilus  are  denoted  by  T.  i.,  T.  ii.,  T.  iii..  T.  iv.,  and  T.  v.  Thus  '  T.  iii.  1233  * 
means  '  Troilus,  bk.  iii.,  line  1233.' 

The  House  of  Fame  and  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  are  denoted  by  '  HF.'  and 
'  U  respectively.  If,  in  the  latter  case,  the  italic  letter  '  a '  follows  the  number  of  the 
line,  the  reference  is  to  the  earlier  (or  A-text)  of  the  Prologue  to  the  Legend.  Thus 
'  HF.  865 '  means  '  House  of  Fame,  Ime  865.'  Again, '  L.  2075 '  means  '  Legend  of  Good 
Women,  line  2075 ; '  and  *  L.  200  a '  means '  Legend,  &c.,  line  200  of  the  text  in  the  left- 
hand  column.'  • 

The  Prologue  and  the  two  books  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  are  denoted^ 
respectively,  by  '  A.  pr.,'  '  A.  i.,'  and  '  A.  ii.'  Thus  the  reference  '  A.  ii.  la  8  *  means 
'  Astrolabe,  bk.  ii.  §  10,  line  8 ; '  and  '  A«  pr.  10 '  means  '  Astrolabe,  prologue,  line  10.' 

References  to  the  Canterbury  Tales  are  known  by  the  use  of  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  D^ 
E,  F,  G,  H,  and  I,  which  are  used  to  denote  the  various  Groups  into  which  the  Tales 
are  divided.  In  this  case, '  A '  is  never  followed  by  a  full  stop  or  by  Roman  numerals, 
as  when  the  'Astrolabe'  is  referred  to;  and  such  a  reference  as  *B  5,'  meaoifijg 
line  5  of  Group  B,  is  quite  distinct  from  *  B  <.  p  I.  I,'  where  '  B  5 '  means  bk.  v. 
of  Boethius,  ana  is  invariably  accompanied  by  tne  '  p '  or  '  m '  denoting  the  '  prose  *  or 
'  metre.' 

Summary  of  the  Minor  Poems.  The  Minor  Poems  are  all  numbered,  viz.  z  (ABC.)  ; 
a  (Compleynte  unto  Pite)  ;  3  (Book  of  the  Duchesse) ;  4  (Mars) ;  5  (Parlement  of 
Foules) ;  6  (Compleint  to  his  Lady) ;  7  (Anelida) ;  8  (Wordes  to  Adam)  ;  9  (Former 
Age)  ;  zo  (Fortune) ;  zz  (Merciless  Beauty) ;  Z2  (To  Rosemounde)  ;  Z3  (Truth) ;  Z4  (Gen- 
tilesse) ;  zc  (Lak  of  Stedfastnesse)  ;  z6  (Envoy  to  Scogan) ;  Z7  (Envoy  to  Bukton) ; 
z8  (Venus;  ;  Z9  (To  his  Purse) ;  ao  (Proverbs)  ;  az  (Against  Women  Unconstant)  ; 
22  (Amorous  Complaint)  ;  23  (Balade  of  Compleynt)  ;  24  (Womanlv  Noblesse). 

Alphabetically,  the  references  are  to  A  (Group  A  of  Cant.  Tales)  ;  A.  (Astrolabe)  ; 
B  (Group  B  of  C.  TO ;  B  z  .  .  .  B^  (Boethius,  books  z  to  5) ;  C,  D.  E,  F,  G,  H,  I 
(Groups  C  to  I  of  C.  T.) ;  HF.  (House  of  Fame) ;  L.  (Legend  of  Good  Women) ; 
R.  (Romaunt  of  the  Rose)  ;  T.  i,  .  .  .  T.  v  (Troilus,  books  z  to  $).  The  Minor  Poems, 
numbered  z  to  24,  are  given  above. 

N.B.  Words  containing  ^,  ey,  oy,  aw,  <w,  <no^  are  sometimes  entered  as  if  spelt  with 
at,  ei,  oi\  au,  eu,  aw,  respectively. 

Bb 
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Abbreviations.  Besides  s,,  adj\,  and  adv.,  for  substantive^  adjective,  adverb,  the  fol- 
lowing are  used  in  a  special  sense: — v.,  a  verb  in  the  infinitive  mood;  ^er,,  gerund; 
pr.  s.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  singular ;  pr,  pL,  present  tense.  3rd  person  plural. 
Other  persons  are  denoted  by  the  figures  i  or  a. 

Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  '  Romaunt'  are  glossed  in  a  separate  Index. 


A. 


A,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  T.  i.  171 ; 
the  letter  A.  A  161. 

A,  inde/,  art.  a,  A  24.  &c. ;  ai  a,  the  whole 
of  a,  E  Z165;  one,  D  1396;  one  and  the 
same,  21.  5 ;  about,  some,  L.  2075. 

A,, prep,  on,  on  (the),  in,  for;  A-nighte.  by 
night,  B3758;  A-dayes,  a-days,  E  1164; 
A-morwe,  on  the  morrow,  A  822;  A 
three,  in  three.  A  2934 ;  A  goddes  half, 
'  on  God's  side,'  in  God's  name,  D  50 ; 
A  goddes  name,  in  God's  name,  A  854. 

A I  ifit,  ah !  3.  213. 

A I  hat  inter/.  Aha.\  T.  i.  868. 

AbaiBsen,  ^er.  to  be  dismayed,  B  4.  p  7. 
8z;  pp.  amazed,  spell-bound,  abashed, 
cast  down,  disconcerted,  E317, 1108. 

Abak,  adv.  backwards,  A  373ti5;  aback, 
back,  L.  864. 

Abakward,  adv.  backward,  B  3.  m  ix  66. 

Abandoane,  V.  devote,  1 713 ;  pr.  s.  aban- 
dons, B  2767. 

Abasshen,  v.  fear,  be  abashed,  R.  1552; 
pp.  abashed,  confused,  confounded,  dis- 
concerted, 5. 447 ;  R.  805,  &c. 

Abate,  v,  lower,  put  down,  B  3780;  de- 
preciate, R.  286 ;  2  pr,  s.  sub/,  subtract, 
A.  ii.  la  8 ;  pp.  enfeebled,  B  3.  p  5.  52 ; 
put  down.  I  X91. 

A  Daved,  pp.  confounded,  disconcerted,  3. 
6x4. 

Abasrst ;  see  Abaissen. 

Abe,  alphabet,  A.  i.  xi.  3. 

A-bedde,  in  bed,  T.  i.  915. 

Abeerere,  v.  pay  for  it,  A  3938.  A  Kentish 
form.    See  Aoeye,  Abye. 

A-hegged,  a-begging,  F  1580. 

Abet,  /.  abetting,  aid,  T.  ii.  ^57. 

Abeye,  v.  pay  tor,  C  xoo.    bee  Abye. 

Abiden,  Ablt;  see  Abyde. 

Abite,  J.  habit,  dress.  L.  146  a. 

A-blakeberied ;  see  Blakeberied. 

Able,  ad/,  capable,  3.  786;  fit,  suitable, 
adapted,  A  167;  fit.  L.  320;  fit  for.  3. 
779;  deemed  deserving,  i.  X84;  fitting, 
K.  986. 

Abllnere, /»r.  ^/.  enabling,  lifting,  B  3.  m 
9.  37 ;  fitting.  B  I.  m  6.  19. 

Abodes,  pi.  ^Abood,  s. 

Abogrhte,  Aooffht ;  see  Abye. 

Abood,  J.  delay,  A  965;   tarrying,  T.  v. 


1307;  abiding,  continuance,  HF.  1963; 

pt.  delays,  T.  lii.  854. 
Abood,  pt.  s.  of  Abyde. 
Aboute,  prep,  about,  round,  throughout, 

round  about,  near. 
Aboute,  adv.  about,  engaged  in,  T.  v. 

X645;    in  due   order,  in  turn,  A  890; 

around,   here   and    there;  been  a«,  go 

about,  endeavour,  A  IZ42. 
Aboven,  prep,  above. 
Abreffffe,  ^er.  to  abridge,  shorten,  T.  lii. 

262 ;  A.  with  thy  peynes,  to  shorten  thy 

pains  with,  T.  iv.  426. 
Abreffffinffe,  /.  abridging,  B  5.  p  i.  57; 

diminishing,  I  568. 
A^breyde,  v.  awake,  T.iii.  1Z13;  come  to 

my  senses,  H  F.  559 ;  Abravd,//.  s.  {strong 

form),   woke    up,  started    up,   3.    X92; 

Abreyd,  ipt,  s.  started  fi^m  sleep,  HF. 

no;  Abrayde,^.  s.  {weakfifrm),  started, 

B  4198 ;  Aoreyde,  awoke,  T.  i.  724. 
Abroche,  v.  broach,  D  177. 
Absdnte,  ?  pr.  pi,  subj,  absent  yourself, 

1.43- 

AbUBioun,  s,  abuse,  absurditjr,  T.  iv.  990 ; 
deceit,  B  214 ;  a  shameful  thing,  scandal. 
T.  iv.  io6a 

Abyden,  v.  abide,  await,  1. 131 ;  wait  for, 
HF.  1086;  be  still,  withdraw,  F  1522; 
pr,  s.  await.1,  B  2x75 ;  dwells,  T.  ii.  ^87 ; 
Abit,  pr.  s.  waits  for,  T.  i.  X091 ;  abides, 
G  1x75;  imp,  s.  stay,  wait,  A  3x29;  imp. 
pi.  B  XX7S;  pres.pt.  E  757;  Abood,//.  s. 
awaited,  T.  iv.  156 ;  stopped,  HF.  1062 ; 
expected,  ^  247 ;  Ab\den, pt.  pi.  abode,  T. 
i.  474;  Abiden,  pp.  waited,  B  3.  p  9. 19X. 

Abydln^e,  s.  expectation.  B  2.  p  3.  66. 

Abye,  v.  pay  for.  A  4303 ;  pr.pl.  undei^o, 
B  4.  p  4.  86 ;  Abougnte,  pt.  s.  paid  for, 
T.  V.  1756 ;  suffered  Tor,  A  2303 ;  Aboght, 
pp.  paid  for,  L.  2483 ;  purchased,  x8.  37 ; 
bought  dearly.  L.  1387;  atoned  for,  A 
3x00.    See  Abeffffe,  Abeye. 

A-caterwawed,  a-caterwaulin^,  D  354. 

Accdsse,  s,  feverish  attack,  T.  ii.  1315. 

Accident,  s.  that  which  is  accidental,  T. 
iv.  1505 ;  incident,  T.  iii.  9x8 ;  accidental 
occurrence.  HF.  1976;  unusual  appear- 
ance, £  607;  outward  appearance  (see 
note),  C  539. 

Accidie,  s.  sloth,  I  ^88. 

Accioun,  s.  action,  i.  e.  accusation,  i.  20. 
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Aocomplice,  v.  accomplish,  A  2864. 
Accord,  s,  agreement,  B  3988 ;  harmony, 

B  4069 ;  peace,  1  99a.    See  Acoxxi. 
Accordaunce,  s.  concord,  harmony.  R. 

496. 
Aocordaunt,  adj.  suitable,  B  4026. 
Accorde,  v.  agree ;  pr,  s,  beseems,  L.  2583. 

See  Acorde. 
AccuBeth,  pr.  s.  reveals,  R.  1591. 
AccuBement,  s.  accusation  (of  her) ,  T.  iv. 

556- 
Accusour,  s,  revealer.  T.  iii.  1450. 

Ach&t,  s.  buying,  purchase.  A  571. 

Ach&tours,  p/,  buyers,  caterers,  A  568. 

Ache,  s.  ache,  T.  iv.  728. 

A-chekked,  pp.  checked,  hindered.  HF. 

ao93- 
Acheve,  v.  achieve,  L.  1614. 

Achoken,  v.  choke,  stifle ;  pp,  L.  2008. 
Acloyeth,  pr.  s.  overburdens,  5.  517. 
A-compae,  adv.  in  a  circle,  L.  30a 
Acompliashe,  pr.  s,  subj,  fulfil,  compre- 
hend, B  3,  p  10.  179. 
Acord,  5.  agreement,  5.  371 ;  concord,  5. 

381, 668 ;  accord,  3.  316 ;  in  a.,  in  tune,  5. 

197 ;  a/  of  oon  a.,  in  tune,  3.  305.     See 

Accord. 
Acordable,  adj.  harmonious,  B  2.  m  8. 23. 
Acordaunce,  s.  concord,  B  2.  m  8. 14. 
Acordaunt,  adj.  suitable,  A  37,  3363 ;  A. 

to,  in  harmony  with,  5.  203. 
Acorde,  v.  accord,  grant,  allow,  agree, 

concern;  pt.  s.  suited,  A  2^44;    pf,  pi. 

agreed,  L.  168;  pres.  part,  agreeing,  B 

1737 ;  tP*  agreed,  A  818. 
Acorse,  i  pr.  s.  curse.  T.  iv.  839. 
Acounte,  v.  consider,  B  3^91 ;  pt.  s.  valued, 

cared.  3. 1237;  2//.  s.  didst  reckon.  B  2. 

P  5-  "3' 
AcountlDffe,  1.  reckoning,  calculation. 

Acoyede,  pt.  s.  caressed,  B  2.  p  3.  73. 

AoQultance,  s.  release,  A  4411 ;  deed  of 

release,  A  3327. 
Acquyte,  v.  acquit,  D  1599. 
Acuree,  v.  curse,  T.  iii.  1072. 
Acused,  pt.  s.  blamed,  T.  ii.  108 x. 
Acustoznaunce,  s.   system   of  habits, 

habitual  method  of  life,  HF.  28;    had 

of  a.,  was  accustomed,  B  3701. 
Adcunant,  s.  adamant,  A  1990 ;  loadstone, 

magnet,  R.  1x82. 
Adawe,  v.  awake,  recover,  T.  iii.  112a 
A-day ,  in  the  day,  T.  ii.  60. 
Addincr,  s.  (the)  addition,  A.  ii.  41. 16. 
Adjecoioun,  s.  addition,  B  5.  p  6.  2x2. 
A-doun,  adv.  downwards,  down,  L.  178 ; 

down  below,  HF.  889;  below,  H  105;  at 
•  the  bottom,  G  779. 
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Adrad./^.  afraid,  A  605;  Adred,  3.  1190. 

Adressin^e,  s,  directing,  B  4.  p  5.  zoi. 

Adversarie,  adj.  hostile,  1  6^. 

Advertence,  J.  attention,  heed,  T.  iv.  698. 

Adv6cacyeB,  pi.  pleas,  T.  ii.  1469. 

Advocats,  pi.  advocates  (in  which  the  / 
is  mute),  C  29X. 

Afer,  adv.  afar,  HF.  1215. 

A-fdre,  on  fire,  T.  i.  229. 

A-fered,  pp.  afraid,  affrighted,  T.  i.  974 ; 
Aferd,  A  628. 

Affectis,^/.  desires,  T.  iii.  1391. 

Affermed,  pp.  agreed  upon,  L.  790; 
established,  A  2349. 

Ai&ance,  s.  trust,  B  X33a 

Af forced,/^,  forced,  I  974. 

Affray,  s.  iray,  quarrel,  D  2x56;  terror,  B 
1x37;  fright,  4.  2x4 ;  dread,  7.  334. 

Affrayeth,  pr.  s.  arouses,  excites,  R.  91 ; 
pp.  frightened,  afraid,  B  563;  scared,  B 
4468 :  roused,  3.  296. 

Affyle,  V.  file,  i.  e.  render  smooth.  A  7x2. 

Afor-yejni,  prtp.  over  against.  T.  ii.  xi88. 

Afounde,  v.  founder,  perish,  12.  2X. 

Afrayed,  adj.  scared,  distracted.  R.  X54. 

Afrierht,  pp.  affrighted,  B  4085. 

After,  prep,  according  to ;  in  expectation 
of.  for.  B  467 ;  to  get.  A  525 ;  according 
as.  L.  575;  after,  i.  e.  to  fetch,  L.  XX30; 
towards,  A  X36:  in  accordance  with,  8. 
4 ;  by  inheritance  from,  L.  X072 ;  A.  as, 
according  as,  5.  2x6;  A.  oon,  alike,  A. 
178 X ;  A.  me,  according  to  my  command, 
E  327;  A.  the  yeer,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  F  47 ;  A.  that,  accord- 
ing as,  T.  ii.  X347. 

A-fyre,  on  fire,  D  726;  i.  94;  A-fere,  T.  i. 
229. 

A^TS^xi,  prep,  when  exposed  to,  L.  2426; 
Agayn,  against,  B  580:  towards,  A  2680; 
(so  as)  to  meet,  R.  785 ;  opposite  to,  R. 
''■$77'*  exposed  to,  H  ixo;  contrary  to,  F 
748;  just  before,  B  4268;  near,  G  1279; 
to  meet,  B  39X ;  in  comparison  with,  L. 
X89;  Ageyn,  against.  A  66;  compared 
with,  R.  xoix ;  turned  towards.  L.  48. 

AfiT&ixiB,  prep,  against,  contrary  to,  in 
answer  to,  instead  of,  before,  in  presence 
of,  to  meet,  near  to;  against,  near; 
against,  B  3754. 

A-^aine,  adv.  in  play,  in  jest,  in  mockery, 
in  sport,  4.  277. 

A^aste,  ger,  to  terrify,  T.  ii.  90X ;  pr.  s. 
deters,  frightens,  B  4.  p  6.  323;  pt.  s. 
frightened,  L.  X22X ;  pt.  s.  re/l.  was 
affrighted,  A  2424 ;  pf.  scared,  frightened, 
terrihed.  A  2931 ;  aghast,  B  4079;  afraid, 
A  4267. 
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Aff  asm-ward,  adv,  backward,  at  the  point 
of  return.  A.  i.  17. 14 ;  back  again,  B  441. 

Affes,  pL  times,  periods,  B  3177. 

Affllten,  V.  do  wrong,  I^  436 ;  //.  s,  did 
offence,  D  39a ;  wrongly  committed,  L. 
2383 ;  I  pt,  s.  wronged,  HF.  399 ;  offended, 
1.  lii.  S40;  pr.  s.  subj»  (if  he)  offend, 
I  150;  /^.  offended,  i.  laa;  sinned,  T.  v. 
1684. 

Affon,  V,  to  go  away ;  Ago,  pp.  gone  away, 
T.  V.  1054 ;  gone,  F  Z904 ;  passed  away, 
A  280a ;  past,  L.  1766 ;  dead,  L.  916 ;  to 
ben  cuo,  to  be  off,  5.  465;  Agon,  pp.  de- 
parted, A  1276;  gone  away,  C  810;  past, 
C  246 ;  not  lon^e  a,  is,  it  is  not  long  ago, 
D  9 ;  passed  away,  A 1782 ;  dead,  £  631 ; 
ago.  B  184X. 

Aflrreable,  adj.  pleasing,  HF.  1097 ;  -es,^/. 
pleasant,  B  3.  m  2. 31. 

A^reablely,  adv.  complacently,  B  a.  p  4. 
140. 

Affreabletee,  s.  equability,  B  2.  p  4. 127. 

A-flTToef,  in  dudgeon,  lit.  '  in  grief,'  T. 
iii.  862 ;  sadly,  T.  iv.  613 ;  amiss,  5.  543 ; 
in  dudgeon.  B  4083. 

Acrre^ffe,  v.  aggravate;  pr.  s.  I  960; 
pr.  pi.  I  892;  pi,  pi.  aggravated,  B 
2209. 

Acrreved,  p/f.  angry,  A  2057;  vexed, 
L-  345 ;  aggrieved,  E  500. 

AgTiet;  see  A^reef . 

A^risen,  A^rroos ;  see  AiHTBen. 

Arreted,  pp.  surfeited,  cloyed,  L.  2454. 

Asrrysen,  v.  shudder,  tremble,  feel  terror, 
B  I.  p  3.  22;  V.  feel  terror,  HF.  210; 
a  pr.  s.  dreadest,  B  2.  p  i.  71; 
pr.  J.  trembles,  shivers,  B  z.  m  6. 
II :  Agr66s,  pi.  s.  shuddered,  wras  terri- 
fied, became  frightened,  T.  ii.  030; 
A-grisen,  pp.  filled  with  dread,  B  3. 
p  1. 18. 

A^u.  s.  ague,  B  415a 

Affuiler,  /.  needle-case,  R.  98. 

A-heiffh,  adv.  aloft. 

AJa^ed,  pp. ;  a.  bi/bnt,  prejudged,  B  i. 
04.109. 

Ake,  V.  ache.  T.  u.  549;  pr.  pi.  B 
2113. 

Aketoun,  s.  a  short  sleeveless  tunic,  worn 
under  the  hauberk,  B  ao^a 

Akin^e,  s.  pain,  T.  i.  1088. 

Aknowe,  pp.  conscious ;  am  aJbiatoe,  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  I.  p  4. 169. 


respect,  wholly,  C  633;  at  all,  D  1078; 
ai  day,  all  the  day,  3.  1105:— Al,  adv. 
quite,  entirely,  altogether,  5.  540;  all 
over,  R.  840;  ai  am  kigkt4,  ^uite  aloud, 
A  1784 :  at  by  ooh  assemi,  quite  with  one 
accord.  5.  557:  — AI,  cornj.  although, 
HF.  1740;  whether.  G  839;  ai  be,  aU 
though,  albeit,  4.  274;  al  Jtr  tkai,  al- 
though, 5.  8 :  —  Al  and  som,  the  whole 
matter  (collectively  and  severally),  D 
91;  AI  and  somme.  each  and  all,  all, 
the  whole,  7.  26;  Al  and  som,  5.  690; 
Alle  and  some,  one  and  all,  A  3136; 
Al  only.  adv.  merely,  simply,  a.  6a;  Al 
so,  so,  E  1296 ;  Al  thing,  everything,  R. 
1:  Al  thus,  exactly  thus,  5.  3a    See 


Akomes,  s.pi.  firuits,  B  4.  m  3.  28. 
Al,  adj.  all,  A  10;  Alle.  //.  all,  A  26.  53; 
Al,  every.  R.  1586;  as  s,  everything.  T. 


iii.  1764;  ai  a,  the  whole  of  a,  A  854; 
and  ai,  and  all,  3.  116;  at  ai,  in  every 


Al,  s.  awl,  13.  zi.    See  Oules. 
Alambyk  (Alambiik).  /.  alembic,  T.  iv. 

Sao;  MG794- 
Alaunts,  pi.  dogs  of  a  huge  sixe,  A  2x48. 
Alayes,  s.fi.  alloy.  E  1167. 
Al-be-it,  although,  L.  1^63. 
Alblflcaoioun,  s.  albeiaction,  whitening, 

G805. 
Alday,  Al-day,  adv.  continually,  A  1163; 

always,  L.  1250 ;  everyday,  at  any  time, 

4.237. 
Alder.  /'<».//.  of  all;  our^  alder,  of  us 

all,  I.  84.    See  Aller. 
Alder-best,  adv.  best  of  all,  3.  87.    See 

AUer. 
Alderbeste,  adj.  beat  of  all,  3.  246. 
Aldexfaireste,  ad§.fem.  def.  fairest  of 

all.  3>  Z050. 
Alderflrat,  adv.  first  of  all,  B  2393 ;  in  the 

first  place,  R.  1000;  for  the  nnt  time, 

B  I.  p  3.  25. 
Alderfirste,  adj.  first  of  all,  T.  iiL  97. 
Alderlast,  adv.  lastly,  R.  449. 
Alder-lest,  least  of  all.  T.  i.  604. 
Alderleveat,  dearest  of  all.  T.  iii.  239. 
Alderman,  1.  the  head  of  a  guild,  A 

Aldennost,  adv.  most  of  all.  T.  i.  15a. 
Alder-next,    adv.  nearest  of  all,  next, 

5.  244* 
Alderwyaest,  adj.  pi.  the  wisest  of  all. 

T.  i.  247. 
Ale  and  breed,  drink  and  meat,  B  ao6a. 
Aleznandres,  pi,  almond-trees,  R.  1363. 
Alembykes,  pi.  alembics,  G  794. 
Alestake,  s.  ale-stake,  i.  e.  a  horiaontal 

stake  or  short  pole  projecting  from  an 

ale-house  to  support  a  sign   or  bosh, 

A  667. 
Aley,  J.  an  alley.  B  1758;  //.  walks,  1*: 

2324. 
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Aleys,  s,pL  service-berries,  berries  of  the 

senrice-tree,  R.  1377. 
Alffate^  adv.  always,  A  571 ;  at  any  rate, 

3.  887 ;  nerertheless,  L.  238 ;  in  any  case, 

T.  iL  964;  all  the  same,  D  588;  at  all 

haxards,  HF.  ^3. 
AlgateSy  adv,  in  every  way,  aa.  43 ;  by  all 

means,  D  1514 ;  at  any  rate,  in  any  case, 

3.  1x71;  wholly,  F  24J6:  nevertheless,  B 

3333;  all  the  same,  B  530. 
Allene,  v.  alienate,  B  i.  p  6. 60. 
Al-if ,  even  if,  T.  iii.  398. 
AUcamistre,  s,  alchemist,  G  1904. 
Alle,  dot.  s.  and  pi,  0/  A\\  at  alU,  in 


every  case,  4.  36;  in  alU,  in^ny  case, 
3.  141 ;  AUe,  pL  al       ' 
See  Al,  Aller. 


\.  141 ;  AUe,  pt  all  (of  you),  T.  ii.  403. 


Alleffesunoe,  s.  alleviation,  34.  33. 
AlleflT^ed,/^.  allayed,  B  4.  p  4. 13. 
Aller,  of  all,/tfM.  pL  0/ Pl\\  our  aller ^  of 

us  all,  A  833:  air  aller ^  of  them  all, 

A586U 
Alliaunoe,  s,  kindred,  i.  58;  espousal, 

E357. 
AUone,  adj.  alone,  4.  141 ;  lat  me  a.,  let 

me  alone,  i.  e.  trust  to  me,  T.  iii.  413. 

Allow,  ip, s, pr,  (I)  approve,  (I)  applaud, 
F676. 

Allye,  s,  relative,  B  3593. 

Allyen,  ger,  to  all^  myself,  E  1414;  pp, 
allied,  s.  65 ;  provided  with  friendly  aid, 
83730. 

Almesse,  s.  alms,  B  168 ;  pi.  almsdoings, 
I  103a 

Almloanteras.  s.pl.  small  circles  of  de- 
clination (in  the  celestial  sphere),  A.  i. 
x6. 3,  8. 

Alaanry,  s.  the  'denticle'  or  tooth-like 
point  or  pointer  situate  on  the  Rete  near 
the '  head '  of  Capricorn,  A.  i.  33.  x. 

Aloes,  pi,  aloe,  in  comp.  ligne-aloes,  T.  iv. 
1x37.    (Aloes  is  a  pi.,  not  a  gen.  case.) 

A4ofte,  adv,  on  high,  T.  v.  359. 

A4onde,  adv.  on  land,  ashore,  L.  3166 ; 
kint  were  lever  «-/.,  he  would  rather  be  on 
land.  L.  3413. 

Alon^  on,  along  of,  owing  to,  T.  iii.  783. 

At-only,  adv.  solely,  T.  v.  1779. 

Aloon,  adj.  alone ;  her  aiaom,  all  by  her- 
self, E.  3478. 

Aloae.  V.  commend,  T.  iv.  1473. 

Al-outerly,  adv.  entirely,  absolutely,  3. 
1344 :  AU-utterly,  HF.  396. 

Alpes,  pL  bull-finches,  R.  658. 

Alao,  AUso,  adv,  and  canj.  as,  R.  3X3,  iiaa; 
adv,  so,  A  3x04;  AlswB,also  (Northern), 
A  4085 ;  A.  many,  as  many,  L.  538 ;  A. 
muche  as,  as  much  as,  D  3134 ;  Als,  also. 


besides,  3.  738;   as.  B  3850;  frequently 
used  in  expressing  a  wisk^  4.  367. 
Altercacloun,  s,  altercation,  dispute,  B 

4427- 

Altber-fairest,  adj.  superl.  &irest  of  all, 
R.  635. 

Alther-faatest,  adv,  sup.  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, HF.  3131. 

Altherflret,  adv.  first  of  all.  at  first,  HF. 
1368. 

Alther-flrste,  adj,  first  of  all,  3. 1173. 

Altitude,  s,  the  elevation  of  a  celestial 
object  above  the  horizon,  measured 
along  a  vertical  arc,  A.  pr.  60. 

AL-utterly;  seeALouterly. 

Alwey,  adv,  always,  ceaselessly,  all  the 
while,  A  18^. 

Alyne,  adv,  in  an  exact  line,  A.  ii.  38.  37. 

Am,  am ;  inphr,  it  am  I ;  it  is  I,  B  1x09. 

Axnadxides,  s.pl.  hamadryads,  A  3^. 

Almslffaminff,  s,  the  formation  of  an 
amalgam,  G  771. 

A-inayed,  pp,  dismayed,  T.  i.  648. 

Ambages,  //.  ambiguous  words,  T.  v. 
897. 

Ainbel,  s.  amble  \  an  a,,  in  an  amble,  at 
an  ambling  pace,  B  3075. 

Ambes  ae,  double  aces,  B  134. 

Amblere,  s.  an  ambling  nag,  A  469. 

Aineled,  pp,  enamelled,  R.  1080. 

Ainenden,  v.  make  amends,  A  3074 ;  to 
surpass  in  demeanour,  F  97 ;  pr.s,  subj, 
may  (He)  amend,  D  1810 ;//.  s.  improved, 
R.  1437 ;  did  good,  3. 1103 ;  pp.  improved, 
B4G48;  remedied,  D  1097;  surps[ssed,B 

3444* 

Amendement,  s.  amends,  A  4x85. 

Amenuae,  ger,  to  lessen.  I  496 ;  v,  dimin- 
ish, I  360;  pr.  s.  diminishes.  I  359;  be- 
comes less,  A.  i.  31. 76. 

Ameroiznents,   s.  pi,  fines,   exactions, 

^752- 
Ainesureth,  pr,  s.  measures,  B  3.  p  i.  95. 

Amoved,  pt,  s,  moved,  changed ;  nought 
a.,  changed  not,  altered  not,  E  498; 
Amoeved,/;^.  perturbed,  I  67a 

Amiable,  adj,  kind,  B  3168 -,  courteous, 
I  639 ;  kindly,  R.  1336. 

A-midde,  adv,  in  the  midst,  R.  147. 

Axnidde,  prep,  amid,  in  the  midst  of^  F 

Amiddes,  adv,  in  the  midst,  5.  377. 
A-middes, /r^.  in  the  midst  of,  A.  i.  x8. 

4 ;  in  the  middle,  A  3009. 
Amis,  adv.  amiss,  3. 1141 ;  wrong,  L.  xa9i ; 

wrongly,  B  3370;  seyde  amis,  gave  an. 

unwelcome  answer,  5. 446. 
Amoeve;  seeAmeve. 
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Amonestethy  ^.  s.  admonishes,  I  76; 

recommends,  B  2484. 
Aznonestinflro,  s.  admonition,  I  518. 
AznonflTt  adv.  as  well,  T.  iii.  1816 ;  all  the 

while.  3.  998. 
AmonfiTOB,  adv.  sometimes,  variously,  B  a. 

p  I.  119. 
AinongreB,  pr^.  amongst,  A  759. 
Aznonicioun,  s.  pointing  out,  B  i.  p  4.  la 
Amorettee,  //.  love-knots,  R.  893. 
Amor  vincit  omniat  love  conquers  all,  A 

163. 
Amorwe,  A-morwe,  on  the  morrow, 

A  822, 1631 ;  in  the  morning,  3.  1103. 
Amounteth,    pr.  s.  means,   A    3363; 

amounts  to,  F  108. 
Amphibolofiryes,  //.  ambiguities,  T.  iv. 

1406. 
Amy,  s.  friend,  C  318. 
An,  a,  A  575;  An  eighte  busshels,  a  quan- 

tity  equal  to  eight  bushels.  C  771. 
An,  prep,  on ;  An  heigh,  on  high,  E  ^36. 
Ancllle,  s.  handmaiden,  1. 109. 
Ancre,  s.  anchor,  10.  38 ;  Anker,  L.  3501. 
And,  conj.  if,  6.  113;  L.  317. 
AneB,  adv.  once  (Northern),  A  4074. 
Angrld,   s.   angle  (a  technical    term   in 

astrology) ,  B  304 ;  angular  distance  from 

the  meridian,  A.  ii.  4. 48. 
Anffle-hook,  s.  fish-hook,  4.  338. 
Angrre,  s.  anguish,  R.  ^o. 
AneruiBSh,  s.  anxiety,  B  3.  p  3.  55. 
AnflTUiBsheth,  pr.  s,  wounds,  pains,  B  3. 

m  7.  1. 
AneralBBOUfl,    adj.   distressed,    R.    530; 

sorry,  I  304;  distressful,  T.  iii.  816. 
AnhftngB,  ger.  to  hang,  C  359:  pp.  B 

3945- 
AnientlBBed,  pp.  brought  to  naught,  B 

^2438. 

A^nlflrht,  in  the  night,  A  X043;  at  night, 
D  1827. 

A-nifirhteB,  adv.  by  night,  R.  18. 

Anlas,  s.  a  short,  two-edged  knife  or 
dagger,  broad  at  the  hilt  and  tapering 
to  the  point,  formerly  worn  at  the 
girdle.  A  357. 

Annexed,  pp.  tied,  3.  73;  attached,  C 
482. 

Anni  colUcti,  collected  ^ears,  A.  ii.  44.  37. 
When  a  table  contains  quantities  de- 
noting the  change  in  a  planet's  place 
during  round  periods  of  years,  such  as 
3o.  40,  or  60  years,  such  a  change  is 
entered  under  the  heading  Anni  CoJlecH, 

Anni  exfansi,  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  44. 
36.  When  a  table  contains  quantities 
denoting  the  change  in  a  planet's  place 


during  only  a  few  vears,  viz.  from  i  to 

19    years,    such    changes  are   entered 

separately   under   the    headings    i,   3, 

3,  &c.,  years,  which  are  designated  the 

expanse  (or  separate)  years. 
Annis  colUctis  et  expansis^  ttie  collected 

years  and  expanse  years,  A.  iL  45.  x8. 

See  above. 
Annueleer,  s.   a   priest   who   received 

annual  pavments,  a  chaplain,  G  1013. 
Annunclat,/^.  pre-announced,  i.  e.  whose 

birth  was  foretold,  B  3305. 
Anon,  adv.  anon,  immediately,  at  onoe» 

A  33, 748. 
Anon-riffht,  adv.  immediately,  L.  115, 

1503. 
Anon-riflrhteB,  adv.  immediately,  A  348a 

Anoy,  s.  vexation,  T.  iv.  845 ;  trouble,  B 
1330;  torture,  B  3.  m  is.  35;  sadness,  I 
678,  680;  pi.  troubles,  I  518. 

Anoye,  v.  annoy,  vex,  T,  iv.  1304  \pr.  j. 
annoys,  vexes,  B  2334;  gives  oflEence, 
5.  518;  does  harm,  F  875;  impers.  it 
vexes,  G  1036;  pr.  pi.  harm,  B  3187; 
imp.pl.  injure  ye,  B  494;  /^.  displeased, 
D  1848 ;  wearied,  I  736 ;  peevish,  I  1051. 

AnoyfUl,    adj.    annoying,    tiresome,    B 

3232. 

AnoyouB,  cuij.  annoying,  tedious,  B  3433  \ 

disagreeable,  B  3335. 
Answere,  v.  answer,  D 1077 ;  a.  of^  answer 

for,  be  responsible  for,  L.  3313 ;  be  suit- 
able for,  B  4.  p  3.  69. 
Answeringr,  -r-  answer,  E  5x3. 
Antaiidk,  adj.  southern,  A.  ii.  35. 11. 
Antem,  s.  anthem,  B  1850. 
Antiphoner,  s.  anthem-book,  B  1709. 
Antony,  fyr  of  aelnt,  erysipelas,  I  427. 
Anvelt,  s.  anvil,  3. 1x65. 
Any-thinfiT,  at  all,  in  any  degree,  T.  L 

848. 
Aomement,  s.  adornment,  I  432. 
Apaire :  see  Apelren. 
Apallea,  pp.  vapid,  I  733 ;  weakened,  A 

3053 ;  pale,  F  3)5^ ;  languid,  B  1392. 
Aparaylee,  s.  pi.  ornaments,  B  3.  p  4. 

^.     (Lat.  omamentis.) 
Ai>araile,  v.  apparel,.  D  343;  prepare,  L. 

^73:  Apparaillen,  v,  prepare,  B  3533; 

pr.s.  endues,  I  462;  imp.  s.  prepare,  B 

3534. 
ApaiTailementB,  s.  pi.  ornaments,  B  a. 

p  5.  i8i- 
Aparcey ve ;  see  Aperoelve. 

Apasaed,  pp.  passed  away.  B  3.  p  5.  35. 

Apaye,  v.  to  satisfy ;  j>p.  satisfied,  T.  v. 

1349;  pleased,  T.  in.  431;  yvel  a.,  ill 

pleased.  I^  80;  E  X053. 
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Apayre ;  see  Apeiren. 

Apayse ;  see  Apese. 

Ape,  s.  ape.  Ht\  laia;  dupe,  A  3389;  pi, 
dupes,  T.  i.  913. 

Apeiren,  ^^.  to  injure,  impair,  A  3147; 
V,  I  1070 ;  grow  worse,  H  F.  7^6 ;  i  pr, 
pi,  perish,  T,  ii.  399 ;  pp.  impaired,  B  i. 
p  5.  67 ;  injured,  T.  i.  38. 

Aperceive,  v.  perceive,  E  600;  Apdr- 
cey ve,  T.  iv,  656 ;  pr,  s.  discerns,  I  994. 

Apercey vinflres, /»/.  perceptions,  obser- 
vations, F  a86. 

Apert,  mIj,  manifest,  I  649. 

Apert,  adv,  openly,  F  531. 

Apertenant,  ad/,  belonging  to,  such  as 
belongs  to,  a.  70 ;  suitable,  E  loia 

Aperteneth,  pr.  s,  impers,  appertains,  B 
2171 ;  pr,  pi,  I  83 ;  pres.  pL  belonging, 

G785. 
Apertly,  adv,  openly ;  clearly,  I  99^ 
Apese,  Apeiae,  v,  appease,  pacify;  E 

433;  imp,  pi,  mitigate,  4.  10;  pr,  s,  re/l, 

is  pacified,  B  3051;  2pr.  pi,  T.  iii.  aa; 

pt,  s,  B  aa9o;  pp.  appeased,  T.  i.  asa 
Apeyre;  seeApeire. 
Apeyse ;  see  Apese. 
Apoae ;  see  Appose. 
Apotecaorle,  s.  apothecary,  B  4138 ;  //. 

preparers  of  medicines,  A  4a5. 
Appalled;  seeApalle. 
Apparaunte,  adj.  pi.  apparent,  manifest, 

R.5- 
Apparence,  s.  appearance,  F  218 ;  seem- 

ing,  HF.  265;  apparition,  F  i6oa;  &lse 

show,  F  1x57:  pi.  apparitions,  F  1140. 
Appese ;  see  Apese. 
Appetyt,  s.  desire,  A  i68a 
Appetyteth,  pr,  s,  seeks  to  have,  desires, 

L.  158a. 
Applyen,  v.  be  attached  to,  B^.  p  4.  14. 
Apposed,  //.  s.  questioned,  G  363 ;  pp. 

opposed,  alleged.  B  i.  p  5. 54. 
Apprentys,  adj.  unskilled,  as  novices, 

R.  687. 
Appreved,  pp.  approved,  £  1349. 
Appropred, /^.  appropriated,  made  the 

property  of.  14.  18. 
Approwours,  //.  approvers,  informers, 

I>  1343- 
Aprocnen,  v,  approach,  T.  v.  i. 

Apurtenance,   s,   appurtenance;   pi,  I 

793- 
Apyked,    pp.    trimmed,    adorned,    A 

365. 
Aqueynte  me,  make  myself  acquainted, 

3.  53a;  pi.  pi.  became  acquainted,  HF. 

a5o ;  pp,  acquainted,  B  lai^. 

Aquyte,  imp,  s,  requite,  T.  li.  laoo. 


Arace,  v,  eradicate,  uproot,  T.  v.  954; 

tear  away,  6.  20  \  pr,  s.  iubj,  root  out, 

eradicate,  T.  iii.  1015;  pp,  torn,  borne 

along ;  torn  away,  B  3.  p  11.  165. 
Aralse;  seeArelse. 
Aray,  s.  array,  dress,  L.  1505;  arrange- 
ment, T.  iii.  536;  state,  dress,  A  41,  73; 

attire,  I  93a ;  array  of  garments,  L.  3607 ; 

order,  £  a6a ;  ordinance,  E  670 ;  position, 

D  90a;  condition,  A  934. 
Arayed,  pp,  dressed,  ready,  T.  iii.  433; 

clad,  R.  47a;  adorned,  T.  ii.  1187;  wet 

a,,  well  situated,  T.  ii«  680;  equipped,  A 

ao46;  dressed,  F  389;  ordered.  B  asa; 

appointed,  F  1187. 
Arbitre,  s,  will,  choice,  B  5.  p  3. 18. 
Arches ;  see  Ark. 
Archaunfirel,  s.  titmouse,  R.  915. 
Archew3nree,  s,  pi,  archwives,    ruling 

wives,  E  119^. 
Ardaunt,  adj.  ardent,  B  3.  m  la.  15; 

eager,  B  4.  p  3.  116. 
Arede,  v,  explain,  disclose,  T.  ii.  1505; 

counsel,  T.  iv.  ma;  interpret,  3.  389; 

ger,  to  divine,  T.  ii.  13a. 
Axeise,  v,  raise ;  Areysen.  gtr,  to  le^, 

I  567;  pp*  praised,  L.  1535;  raised,  A. 

ii.  a.  7. 
Arest,  s.  rest  (for  a  spear),  A  a6oa. 
Areste,  s,  arrest,  B  4090;  detention,  A 

1310;  responsibility,  £  138a;   delay.  L. 

806;    hesitation,  ll  1939;  deliberation, 

L-397. 
Areste,  v.  stop  (a  horse),  A  827;  Do  a., 

cause  to  be  stopped,  B  4aia 

Aretten,  v,  impute,  B  a.  p  4. 14 ;  A.  upon. 
pr.  s.  accuses.  I  580;  pr,pl,  subj,  ascribe, 
I  looa ;  ye  n'arette  it  nat,  ye  impute  it 
not,  consider  it  not,  A  736;  pp.  imputed, 
A  3739. 

A^rewe,  adv.  successively,  lit  in  a  row, 
D  1354. 

Areyse ;  see  Arelse. 

Argroile,  s.  crude  tartar,  G  8x3. 

ArgrulnflrBf  s.  argument,  L.  475. 

ArfiTumented,  pt,  s,  argued,  T.  i.  377. 

Arig-ht,  adv,  rightly,  well,  A  367 ;  aright, 
G  14x8 ;  properly,  F  694 ;  wholly,  A  189 ; 
exactly,  T.  v.  364 ;  certainly,  B  3135. 

Arisen,  Arlst;  see  Aryse. 

Ariste,  s,  arising,  rising,  A.  ii.  la.  16. 

Ark,  s,  arc,  referrinc;  to  the  arc  of  the 
horizon  extending  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, B  a;  daily  course  of  the  sun,  E 
Z795;  arc,  the  apparent  angular  dis- 
tance passed  over  by  the  sun  in  a  day 
and  a  night,  A.  ii  7.  xa;  Arches,  pL 
arcs,  A.  ii.  7. 15. 


8 


9\ofMxiB\  Intiex. 


Arxnes,  //.  arms,  wes^»ons.  7.  i ;  coat-of- 

arms,  A  1012. 
Arm-greet,  adj.  thick  as  one's  arm,  A 

Arminflre,  s,  putting  on  of  armour,  B 

Armlpotente,  adj.  powerful  in  arms, 
A  1982. 

Armoniak,  adj.  ammoniac;  applied  to 
Me,  G  790,  and  so/,  G  798.  It  is  a 
corruption  of  Lat.  armeniacum,  i.  e.  Ar- 
menian. 

Armonye,  s.  harmony,  3. 3x3. 

Armure,  s.  defensive  armour,  4.  130;  B 
2009. 

Annurers,  //.  armourers,  A  2507. 

Am,  pr.  pi.  are,  HF.  1008. 

Aroos ;  sec  Axyse. 

A-rouxne,  adv.  at  large,  in  an  open 
space,  HF.  540. 

A^owe,  adv.  in  a  row,  HF.  1835. 

Arowe,  s.  \  see  Arwe. 

Arrace ;  see  Arace. 

Array,  Arraye ;  see  Aray,  Arayed. 

Arreragre,  s.  arrears.  A  602. 

Arrette;  seeAretten. 

Arrivasre,  s.  coming  to  shore,  HF.  223. 

Arry ve,  v.  arrive,  come  to  land,  la  38 ; 
pr.  s.  (it)  arrives,  L.  2309;  pt.  s.  drove 
ashore,  B  4.  m  3.  i;  yvel-a.,  ill-fitted , 
R.  1068. 

Are-metryke,  s,  arithmetic,  D  2222. 

Artelleries,  s,  pi,  engines  for  shooting, 
B  2523. 

Arten,/vr.  to  constrain,  urge,  T.  i.  388. 

Artlflcua,  adj.  A.  ii.  7.  rub.  The  day 
artificial  is  the  length  of  the  day,  from 
the  moment  of  sunrise  to  that  of 
sunset. 

Artik,  northern,  A.  i.  14.  la 

Artow,  art  thou,  A  X141;  thou  art.  L. 
986. 

Arwe,  J.  arrow,  T.  ii.  641 ;  Arowe,  7.  185 ; 
pi.  arrows,  A  107. 

Aryse,  v.  arise,  be  raised.  T.  iv.  1480; 
pr.  s.  rises,  I  971 ;  Arist,  pr,  s.  {contr.  1 
from  ariseth)  arises,  B  26^ ;  Ar6ds,  ft,  s.  \ 
arose,  5.  575 ;  stood  up,  L.  831 ;  Arisen, 
pt.  fl,  arose,  T.  ii.  1598 ;  Aryse,  pr.  s, 
subj.  may  arise;  Fro  the  sonne  aryse, 
from  the  point  where  the  sun  rises. 

Aryslng,  s.  rising,  rise,  A.  ii.  12.  i. 

Axyve,  s.  lit.  arrival;  landing,  disem- 
barkation of  troops.  A  60. 

Aryve :  see  Arryve. 

(,  so  (in  asseverations),  3.  838, 1235;  an 
expletive,  expressing  a  wish,  commonly 
used  with  an  imperative,  e.  g.  as  lat. 


pray  let,  B  859;  as  Une,  pray  lend,  A 
3777,  &c. ;  As,  like,  B  1864;  as  that, 
F  xoz8 ;  As  after,  according  to,  B  3555 ; 
As  ferforth  as,  as  far  as,  B  19;  As  in, 
i.  e.  for,  B  3688 ;  As  now,  at  present,  at 
this  time,  A  2964 ;  on  the  present 
occasion,  G  944;  for  the  present,  G 
1019;  As  nouthe,  as  at  this  time,  at 
present,  A  46a;  As  of,  with  respect  to. 
5.  26;  As  swythe,  as  soon  as  possible, 
at  once,  7.  226;  As  that,  as  soon  as. 
F  615 ;  as  though,  3. 1200 ;  As  ther,  there. 
4,  117;  As  to,  with  reference  to,  F  107; 
As  to  my  wit,  as  it    seems  to  me,  5. 

547. 
As,  J.  an  ace,  B  3851 ;  Ambes  as,^/.  double 

aces,  B  X24. 

Asay ;  see  Assay. 

Ascaunce,  as  if,  perhaps,  G  838 ;  in  case 
•  that.  L.  2203;  Ascaunces,  as  if.  D  1745; 
as  if  to  say,  T.  i.  205,  292.  Compounded 
of  E.  as,  and  O.  F.  quanses,  as  if. 

Ascencloun,  s.  ascension,  ascending 
degree.  B  4045 ;  rising  up,  G  778. 

Ascende,  v.  ascend,  rise  (a  term  in 
astrology),  I  11;  pres.  part,  ascending, 
in  the  ascendant,  i.  e.  near  the  eastern 
horison,  F  264. 

Ascendent,  s,  ascendant,  A  417 ;  pi,  HF. 
1268.  The  'ascendant'  is  that  degree 
of  the  ecliptic  which  is  rising  above 
the  horizon  at  a  given  moment. 

Asemble;  see  Assemble. 

Aseuraunce,  s.  assurance,  T.  v.  1259. 

Ash ;  sec  Asshe. 

Ashamed,  pp.  put  to  shame,  A  2667 ;  for 
pure  a.,  for  veiy  shame,  T.  ii.  656. 

Asketh,  pr.  s,  requires,  T.  i.  339. 

AsklnflT,  s.  (question,  L.  313. 

Aslake,  v.  diminish,  A  3553 ;  pp.  assuaged, 
A  1760. 

Asonder,  adv.  asunder,  apart,  A  491. 

Asp,  s.  aspen  tree,  A  2921;  collectivefy, 
R.  1384.    A.  S.  <Bps. 

Aspect,  s.  an  (astrological)  aspect.  A 1087. 
An  '  aspect '  is  the  angular  distance 
between  two  planets.  The  principal 
aspects  zxtfive,  viz.  conjunction,  sextile, 
quartile,  tnne,  and  opposition,  corre- 
sponding to  the  angular  distances  o^,  60P, 
90**  ixf>,  and  z8oP.  respectively. 

Aspen4eef ,  s,  leaf  of  an  aspen  tree.  D 

1667. 
Aspre.  adj.  sharp,   bitter,   T.   iv.   827; 

vexatious,  B  3.  p  8.  19;   cruel,  B  2.  p 

8.  39 ;  fierce,  hardy,  j.  23. 
Asprenesse,  s.  asperity,  B  4.  p  4. 159. 
Aspye,  s.  spy,  C  755. 
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Aspye,  V.  spy,  see,  A  1490;  Aspyen,  v, 
behold,  T.  li.  649. 

Assaut,  s.  assault,  A  989. 

Assay,  s.  trial,  D  ago;  doon  his  a.,  make 
his  attempt,  L.  1594;  A-say,  test,  L. 
28  a. 

Assaye,  v.  try,  make  trial  of,  B  3x49; 
try.  3-  574 :  endeavour,  F  1567 ;  get.  to 
assail,  f.  i.  928 ;  pr.  s.  experiences,  B  3. 
ra  2.  13 ;  pr.  pL  try,  L.  487 ;  imp.  pL 
try,  E  1740;  i^.  proved,  tested,  tried, 
experienced,  T.  iii.  1220,  1447;  A  i8zi. 

Aasayle;  seeAssaile. 

Assesre,  s.  siege,  T.  i.  464,  ii.  107. 

Assegre,  v.  besiege;  //.  //.  T.  i.  60;  pp. 
A  881. 

Assemble,  v. ;  come  together,  I  909 ;  ^er. 
to  amass,  B  3.  p  8.  8 ;  pp.  A  717 ;  united, 
G50. 

ABsemblingre,  s.  union,  I  904,  917. 

ABsendent;  see  Ascendent. 

Assente,  v.  agree  to,  A  374:  assent,  A 
3092;  consent,  B  3469;  agree,  £  11, 
88,  129. 

Asshe  (i),  -r.  ash-tree,  5. 176;  collectively, 
ash-trees,  R.  1384. 

Asshe  (2),  s.  ash  (of  something  burnt) ; 
Asshen,^/.  ashes,  7.  17^ ;  A  1302. 

Assoilen,  ^er,  to  discharge,  pay,  B  5. 
p  1. 15 ;  V.  loosen ;  pr.  s.  absolve,  pardon, 
C  913;  pp.  explained,  B  5.  p  6.  311. 

Assolllnfir,  s.  absolution,  A  66z. 

Assure,  s.  assurance,  protestation,  7.  331. 

Assure,  v.  feel  secure,  trust,  T.  v.  870; 
rely,  T.  v.  1624;  declare  (to  be)  sure, 
7.90. 

Assyse,  s,  assize,  session,  A  314;  judge- 
ment, I.  36;  position,  R.  900. 

Asterte,  v.  escape,  L.  1802 ;  A  1595 ;  es- 
cape from,  L.  2338;  D  968;  get  away, 
withdraw,  3.  11^;  release,  D  1314;  pt. 
s.  escaped,  T.  lii.  97;   pp.   escaped,  B 

437- 
Astonie,  v.  astonish;  pr.  s.  astonishes, 

HF.  1 174;  pp.  astonished,  T.  i.  274,  iii. 

1089. 
Astonylnsre,  s.  astonishment,  B  4.  p  5. 33. 
Astore,  v.  to  store ;  pp.  A  609. 
Astrolabie,  s.  astrolabe,  A.  pr.  4. 
Astrologrlen,  s.  astrologer,  astronomer, 

D324. 
Astrolofirye,  s.  astrology.  A  3192.  3514. 
Astromye  (/^  Astronomye),  a^v  i^orant 

form,  A  3451,  3457. 
Asure,  s.  azure,  R.  477. 
Asweve,  v. ;  pp.  dazed,  put  to  sleep,  HF. 

549. 
A-swown,  adv.  {from  pp.)  in  a  swoon, 

Bb 


L.  2207;    Aswowe,  7.  ^;    hence  As- 
wowne,  in  a  swoon,  T.  iii.  1092;  A  3823. 

At,  prep,  at,  A  ao,  &c. ;  of,  R.  378 ;  as  to, 
6.  114;  by,  D  2095;  in  the  presence  of. 
T.  ii.  984;  with,  beside,  HF.  1593;  to, 
HF.  1603;  At  me,  with  respect  to  me, 
B  1975 ;  At  erste,  firste  of  all,  HF.  512 ; 
At  his  large,  free,  free  to  speak  or  be 
silent,  A  2288:  At  on,  at  one,  agreed. 
A  4197;  At  shorte  wordes,  briefly,  5. 
481;  At  regard,  with  regard,  I  180;  At 
y6,  at  (your)  eye,  with  your  own  eyes, 
visibly,  A  3016;  have  at  thee,  I  attack 
thee,  L.  1383. 

At-after,  prep,  after,  B  1445. 

Atake,  v.  overtake,  G  556,  585. 

Ataste,  ^pr.  s.  subj.  taste,  B  a.  p  i.  41. 

Ataynt ;  see  Atteine. 

Atazlr,  s.  evil  influence,  B  305. 

Atempraunce,  s.  temperament,  B  4.  p  6. 
214;  adjustment,  moderation,  temper- 
ance, C  46. 

Atempre,  adj.  temperate,  mild,  L.  128, 
1483;  moderate,  T.  i.  953;  mild,  5.  204; 
R.  131 ;  modest,  I  932. 

Atempre,  v. ;  pr.  s.  attempers,  B  i.  m  a. 
33 ;  reft,  controls  himself,  B  3704. 

Atemprely,  adv.  temperately,  I  861: 
moderately.  B  2728. 

Atemprinsre,  s.  controlling,  B  5.  p  4.  loi. 

Ateyne ;  see  Atteine. 

Athamaunt,  s.  adamant,  A  1305. 

Athinken,  v.  displease,  T.  v.  878;  Athink- 
eth,  pr.  s.  itnpers.  (it)  repents,  T.  i.  1050. 

At-ones,  adv.  at  once,  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  B  670. 

Atoon,  adv.  at  one,  E  437. 

At-rede,  v.  surpass  in  counsel,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

At-renne,  v.  surpass  in  running,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

Attamedy  pp.  broached,  B  4008. 

Attayne ;  see  Atteine. 

Atte,  far  at  the.  D  404;  Atte  beste,  in 
the  best  way,  A  39,  749;  Atte  &n,  at 
the  fan,  H  4a;  Atte  fulle.  at  the  full, 
completely,  A  651;  Atte  gate,  at  the 
^te,  B  1563;  Atte  hasard,  at  dice, 
C  608;  Atte  laste.  at  the  last,  B  506; 
Atte  leste,  at  the  least,  at  least,  B  38; 
Atte  Bowe,  at  Bow.  A  135. 

Atteine,  v.  attain,  R.  1495;  succeed  in, 
4.  161 :  pp.  apprehended,  B  3.  p  3.  35. 

Attempre ;  see  Atempre. 

Attry,  adj,  venomous,  I  583. 

A-tweyn,  adv.  in  two,  3.  1193. 

A-twlnne,  adv.  apart,  T.  iii.  1666. 

Atwlze,  prep,  betwixt,  R.  854. 
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A-twlxen,  prep,  between,  T.  v.  472. 

A-two,  in  twain,  7.  94 ;  L.  758. 

A-tyr,  J.  attire,  dress.  T.  i.  181. 

Auctor ;  see  Auctour. 

Auctoritee,  s.  authority,  B  2355 ;  recog- 
nised text,  A  3000;  statements  of  good 
authors,  D  i. 

Auctour,  J.  author,  HF.  314 ;  originator, 
H^59 ;  creator,  T.  iii.  1765. 

Audience,  s,  hearing,  5*3^:  audience, 
B  399  z ;  open  assembly,  D  103a. 

Au^rim,  s.  algorism,  i.  e.  numeration,  A. 
i.  7.  6;  Arabic  numerals,  A.  i.  8.  6. 

Auffrim-Btones,  p/.  counters  for  calcu- 
lating, A  3210. 

Aunceasour,  s.  ancestor;  //.  R.  391. 

Auncestre,  s.  ancestor,  5. 41. 

Auncetrye,  s,  ancestry,  A  3982. 

Aunerel,  J.  angel.  R.  916. 

Aungreliyk,  adj\  angelical,  T.  i.  102. 

Aungrellyke,  adv.  like  an  angel.  L.  236. 

Auntre  it,  v,  risk  it,  A  4209;  Auntred 
him,  p/.  s.  adventured  himself.  A  4205. 

Auntrous,  adj,  adventurous.  B  2099. 

Autentyke,  adj,  authentic,  3. 1086. 

Auter,  s,  altar,  5.  249. 

Avale,  V,  fall  down,  T.  iii.  626;  doff,  take 
off,  A  3122 ;  Avalen,  pr.  pi,  sink  down. 

Avant&JBTO,  s.  advantage,  F  772;  lo  don 
his  a,,  to  suit  his  own  interests,  B  729; 
as  adj.  advantageous,  B  146. 

Ayante ;  see  Avaunte. 

A vaunce,  v.  promote,  L.  2022 ;  ger.  T.  i. 
518;  be  profitable,  A  246;  cause  to 
prosper,  HF.  640;  help,  xo.  31. 

Avaunt,  s.  vaunt,  boast,  A  227,  E  1457. 

Avaunte  (her),  v.  re/,  boast  (herself),  7. 
296;  ger,  to  extol,  HF.  1788;  v.  rejU. 
boast,  vaunt  himself,  D  1014. 

Avauntingr,  s.  boasting,  A  3884. 

Avauntour,  s,  boaster,  5. 43a 

Avenaunt,  adj.  graceful,  comely,  R.  1263. 

Ayentayle,  s.  ventail,  E  1204. 

Aventure,  s.  chance,  4.  21 ;  peril,  B  1151 ; 
misfortune,  L.  657;  fortune,  18.  22; 
luck,  T.  ii.  288,  291;  circumstance,  L. 
1907;  0/  a.,  by  chance,  HF.  2090;  ^h  a., 
in  case  of  mishap,  T.  v.  298 ;  in  a.,  in 
the  hands  of  fortune,  T.  i.  784 ;  per  a., 
perchance,  A.  ii.  12.  6 ;  m  a.  and  grace, 
on  luck  and  &vour,  4.  60;  good  a.,  good 
fortune,  5.  131,  7.  324;  pL  adventures, 
A  79^ ;  accidents.  C  934. 

AventurouB,  adj.  random,  B  z.  p  6.  98; 
adventitious  (Lat.  fortuita) .  B  2.  p  4.  17. 

Avlsee,  adj.  deliberate.  L.  152 1. 

AvlBioun,  s.  vision,  R.  9 ;  H  F.  7. 

Avouterye,  s.  adultery,  5.  361. 


Avoutier,  s.  adulterer;  pi.  1  841. 

Avow,  J.  vow,  A  2414,  2237. 

Avowe,  V.  avow,  own,  proclaim,  G  642; 
pr.  s.  vows,  7.  355. 

Avoy ,  intetj.  fie  I  B  4098. 

Avye,  J.  advice,  consideration,  opinion, 
A  786,  B  2442. 

Avyse,  v.  consider,  T,  i.  364;  contem- 
plate, T.  V.  1814;  rejl.  consider,  B  664; 
imp.  s.  take  heed,  A  4188 ;  imp.  pi.  con- 
sider, deliberate,  A  3x85;  pp.  clearly 
seen,  R.  475;  with  mind  made  up.  T. 
iii.  xx86;  advised,  careful,  A  3584; 
deliberate.  I  448;  wary,  A  4333;  fore- 
warned, B  2538;  VfeU  a.,  well  advised, 
B25X4. 

Avysely ,  adv.  advisedly,  B  2488 ;  seriously, 
I  1024 ;  carefully,  A.  ii.  29.  29. 

Ayysementy  s.  consideration,  B  2941; 
counsel,  T.  ii.  343;  deliberation,  B  86; 
determination,  L.  1417. 

Await,  s.  watch,  D  1657;  surveillance,  H 
149;  waiting.  T.  iii.  57^;  watchfulness, 
T.  iii.  457;  Have  hir  m  awayt,  watch 
her,  B  39x5 ;  //.  plots,  B  3.  p  8. 11. 

Awute,  V.  await;  pr.  s.  waits,  i.  zxi; 
watches,  B  1776. 

AwaltlnsTy  <f.  attendance,  7.  25a 

Awaltour,  j.  Her  in  wait,  B  4.  p  ^.  122. 

Awake,  v.  wake,  awake ;  Awook,  x  pi.  s. 
aroused,  3,  X324;  pt,  s,  awoke,  F  367; 
Awaked,  pt.  s.  awoke,  A  2523. 

Award,  s.  decision,  I  ^83. 

Awen,  own  (Northern),  A  4239. 

A-wepe,  a-weeping,  in  tears,  T.  ii.  408. 

ArWerke,  adv.  at  work.  D  2x5. 

Aweye,  adv.  out  of  the  way,  done  with, 
T.  ii.  Z23 ;  gone,  7.  3x9 ;  from  home,  B 
593 ;  astray,  B  609. 

Aweyward,  adv.  away,  backwards,  H 
262. 

Awhape,  v,  amaze ;  pp.  scared,  L.  132 ; 
stupefied.  7.  2x5 ;  confounded,  T.  i.  3x6. 

Awook;  see  Awake. 

Awreke,  v.  avenge,  a.  11;  pr.s.  avenges. 
R.  278;  fP'  H  298;  A  3752. 

Awry,  adv.  on  one  side,  R.  291. 

Axen,  V.  ask,  L.  835 ;  Axe  at,  ask  of,  T.  ii. 
894 :  pr.  s.  requires,  T.  ii.  227. 

Axlnsr,  S'  question,  L.  239  a ;  request,  A 
X826. 

Ay,  adv.  aye,  ever,  A  63,  233;  Ay  whyl 
that,  all  the  while  that,  4.  252. 

Ay-dwellingre,  adj.  perpetual,  ever-abid- 
ing. B  5,  p  6.  97. 

Ayein,  prep,  opposite  to,  T.  ii.  930; 
against,  T.  i.  902. 

Ayein,  adv.  a^n,  back,  5.  xoa 


(SUMwciaX  ivLttx. 


IX 


Ayeln-ledinflre^  adj.  returning,  recon- 
ducting, B  3.  m  9. 43. 

Ayeins,  /r^^.  against,  A  1787 ;  towards, 
at  the  approach  of.  5.  542. 

Ayelns,  adv.  against,  to,  A  3155. 

Ayeinward,  adv.  again,  on  the  other 
hand.  B  a.  p  4.  126 ;  back  again,  T.  iii. 
750,  iv.  1581. 

Ayel,  s,  grandfather,  A  2477. 

Azimut,  s,  azimuth,  A.  ii.  31.  23. 

B. 

Ba,  V,  kiss,  D  433 ;  imf.  s.  A  3709. 

Babewlnnes,/^/.  (lit.  baboons),  grotesque 
figures  in  architecture,  HF.  1189. 

Bachelere,  s.  young  knight.  R.918. 1469; 
an  aspirant  to  knighthood,  A  80. 

Bacheirye,  s,  bachelor-hood,  H 125 ;  com- 
pany of  young  men,  £  270. 

Bad;  seeBldde. 

Badder,  adj.  comp.  worse.  F  224. 

>,  V. ;  pr.  s.  looks  askant,  3.  623. 


BaiTfirepype,  s.  bagpipe,  A  565. 
BafiTGTlnfirlyt  adv.  squintingly,  K.  292. 
Baite,  v.  bait;    feed,  B  466;  //.  baited, 

tormented,  R.  1612. 
Bak,  s.  back,  3.  957;  cloth  for  the  back, 

coarse  mantle,  rough  cloak.  G  881. 
Bakbyter,  s,  backbiter,  1 495. 
Bake  metes,  baked  meats,  meat  pies, 

l44S- 
Baknalf,  the  back  or  flat  side  of  the 

astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  i. 

Bak-Bide,  s.  the  back  of  the  astrolabe,  A. 

i.  15. 3. 

Balaunce,  s.  a  balance,  G  61 1 ;  m  balaunce, 
in  jeopardy,  G  6ix ;  in  suspense,  3.  1021. 

Bale,  J.  sorrow,  3.  535 ;  for  bote  ne  bale,  for 
good  nor  for  ill,  3.  227. 

Balke,  s.  balk,  beam,  A  3920;  pi,  trans- 
verse beams  beneath  a  roof,  A  3626. 

Balled,  adj.  bald.  A  198,  2518. 

Bane,  s.  death,  L.  2159;  destruction,  HF. 
408;  cause  of  death,  A  1097 ;  slayer.  T. 

Jv.  333- 

Banes,  pi.  bones  (Northern),  A  4073. 

Bar,  Bare ;  see  Bere,  v. 

Barbe,  s.  barb  (part  of  a  woman's  head- 
dress, still  sometimes  used  by  nuns, 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  white  plaited 
linen,  passed  over  or  under  the  chin, 
and  reaching  midway  to  the  waist),  T. 
ii.  no. 

Barbre,  adj.  barbarian,  B  281. 

Bareine,  adj.  barren,  B  68,  D  372. 

Barel  ale,  barrel  of  ale,  B  3083. 

Bark,  $.  (of  a  tree),  T.  iii.  727. 

Bb 


Barm-clooth,  s.  apron,  A  3336. 

Barme,  j.  (</a/.)  bosom,  lap,  B  3256, 3630", 

Baronagre,  s.  assembly  of  barons,  A  3096. 

Barre,  s.  bar,  A  1075 ;  Barres,  pi.  stripes 
across  a  girdle,  A  329. 

Barred,  pp.  furnished  with  '  bars,'  A  3235. 

Barrin^re,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bars,  I  417. 

Basillcok,  s.  basilisk,  I  853. 

Baste,  v.  baste;  pres.part.  basting,  tack- 
ing on.  R.  104. 

Bataile,  s.  battle,  fight,  L.  1647 ;  troop.  B 
5.  ni  1. 4. 

Batallen,  v.  fight,  B  i.  p  4.  2^1. 

Batallled,  adj.  embattled,  1.  e.  notched 
with  indentations.  B  405a 

Batere,  v.  batter ;  pr.  s.  strikes,  I  556. 

Bathe,  both  (Northern),  A  4087. 

Bathe,  ger.  to  bathe,  to  bask,  T.  ii.  849 ; 
rejl.  to  bask.  B  4457. 

Bauderye,  s.  bawdry,  act  of  a  pandar,  T. 
iii.  397;  mirth,  A  1^26. 

Bauarlk,  s.  baldnc.  belt  worn  trans- 
versely over  one  shoulder,  A  116. 

Baudy,  adj.  dirty,  G  635. 

Baume,  s.  balm.  HF.  1686. 

Baundon,  s.  power,  disposal,  R.  1163. 

Bay,  a<U,  bay-coloured,  A  2157. 

Bayard,  a  horse's  name ;  a  horse,  A  41 15. 

"Bb-^ prefix;  see  also  B1-. 

Beau,  adj.  fair;  beau  sir,  £air  sir,  HF. 643. 

Be-bled,  pp.  bloodied,  covered  with  blood, 
B  q.  m  2.  14. 

Beblotte,  imp.  s.  blot,  T.  ii.  1027. 

Bechen,  atfy'.  made  of  beech.  G  1160. 

Become,  v.  go  to,  L.  2214 ;  pp.  gone  to,  7. 

Bed,  s.  L.  221 1 ;  station,  B  3862;  bed  (of 

herbs).  B  441 1. 
Beddingre,  s.  couch,  A  1616. 
Bede,  v.  offer,  proffer,  HF.  32;  G  1065; 

I  pr.  s.  proffer,  7.  304 ;   Bedeth,  pr.  s. 

proffers,  E  1784;  Bede,  ipi.pl.  directed, 

told,  I  65 ;  Boden,;^.  commanded,  T.  iii. 

691 ;  ordered.  L.  266. 
Bede,  pt.  pi.  and  pp.  of  Bidde. 
Beden,  pt.  fl.  of  Bidde. 
Bedes,  pi.  Deaas,  A  159. 
Bedote,  v.  befeol,  L.  1547. 
Bedrede,  adj.  bedridden,  D  1769. 
Beek,  j.  beak,  F  418. 
Beem,  s.  balk,  B  4362 ;  Bemes,  //.  beams. 

R.  1574. 
Been,  pi.  bees.  F  204. 

Beer,  bare ;  pt.  s.  of  Bere. 

Beest,  s.  beast,  F  460 ;  Beest  roial  =  royal 

beast,  i.  e.  I^o,  F  264;  brute.  G  288; 

beast,  quarry,  R.  1452. 
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Beet,  pt.  s.  and  imp.  s.  of  Bete. 

Beeth,  imp.  pi.  of  Ben,  to  be. 

BeGTfiTOStere,  s,  beggar,  properly  a  female 
beggar,  A  242. 

Behette ;  see  Blnote. 

Bekke,  i  pr.  s,  (I)  nod,  C  396;  //.  s. 
nodded  to,  T.  ii.  126a 

Bel  amy,  i.  e.  good  friend,  fair  friend,  C 
318 ;  Bele,  adj.  ftm.  £ur,  beautiful,  HF. 
1796 ;  Bete  chere,  excellent  fare,  B  1599 ; 
Bele  chose,  beautiful  part.  D  447. 

Belle,  s.  bell,  T.  ii.  1615 :  (of  a  clock),  3. 
1332;  (sign  of  an  inn),  A  719;  dere 
the  b.,  be  the  first,  T.  iii.  198. 

Belweth,  pr,  s.  roars,  HF.  1803. 

Bely,  s.  belly,  B  2167. 

Bely,  s.  a  pair  of  bellows,  I  351. 

Bely-naked,  adj.  entirely  naked,  E  1326. 

Berne,  s.  trumpet,  HF.  1240;  p/.  B  4588. 

Bdn,  Been,  v.  be.  1. 182;  i  pr.  pi.  are.  3. 
582;  Ben,  apr.pl.  B  122;  consist,  I  82; 
Beth,  pr.  pi.  are,  F  648 ;  Be,  pr.  s.  subj. 
exists,  it  should  be,  4.  49 ;  Be,  i  pr.  s.  subj. 
be,  am,  D  1245;  Beth,  imp.  pi.  be,  C 
683;  Been,  pp.  3.  530;  A  199;  Be,  pp. 
been,  R.  322;  /  had  be,  I  should  have 
been,  3.  222 ;  Be  as  be  may,  be  it  as  it 
may,  however  it  be,  L.  1852 ;  Be  what  she 
be,  be  she  who  she  may,  T.  i.  679 ;  Lat 
be,  let  alone,  D  I28|9. 

Bench,  $.  bench,  T.  ii.  91 ;  table,  B  1548 ; 
bench  (law  court),  1. 159. 

Bend,  s.  band.  R.  1079. 

Bende,  v.  bend.  R.  1334 ;  turn.  T.  ii.  1250 ; 
Bente,  //.  s.  bent,  H  264:  Bent,  pp.  i. 
29 ;  arched,  A  3246. 

Bendinflre,  j.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bends,  I  417.  A  bend^  in  heraldry,  is 
a  broad  diagonal  band  upon  a  shield. 

Bdne,  s.  bean,  11.  29. 

Betudiciie,  bless  ye  (the  Lord),  A  1785; 
(pronounced  ben'ciii),  T.  i.  780,  &c. 

Benlaoun,  s,  benison,  blessing,  B  2288. 

Bent,  s.  grassy  slope ;  Bente,  dot.  A  1981. 

Berafte;  seeBlreye. 

Berd,  s.  beard,  A  270,  2173 ;  in  the  berd, 
£ice  to  face,  T.  iv.  41 ;  mahe  a  berd,  de- 
ceive, A  4096;  irahe  his  berd,  delude 
him,  D  361. 

Bdre,  s.  t>ear.  L.  1214;  the  constellations 
Ursa  Major  and  Ursa  Minor,  HF.  1004. 

Bdre,  s.  bier,  2. 105 ;  19. 5. 

Bere,  v.  bear,  carry,  B  3564;  transport, 
F  119;  confer  on,  I^  2135;  Bere  yow, 
conduct  yourself,  D  1108;  Beren  on 
honde.  accuse,  D  393:  Beren  him  on 
bond,  assure  him,  D  232  (cf.  226) ;  Bereth 
him,  conducts  himseu,  behaves,  A  796; 


Bereth  hir,  comports  herself.  T.  ii.  401 ; 
Berth  hir  on  bond,  bears  fiilse  witness 
against  her,  B  620 ;  Bereth  him  on  bond, 
accuses  him,  I  505;  Sickly  berth,  take 
ill,  dislike,  E  625 ;  Bere.  pr.  pi.  3.  894 ; 
Bere,  apt.  s.  barest.  T.  iv.  763 ;  Bar.  pt.  s. 
bare,  carried.  A  10^ ;  possessed.  D  997 ; 
//.  s.  refi.  conducted  himself,  T.  iii.  490; 
Bar  on  honde,  made  him  believe.  D  575 ; 
Bar  her  on  honde,  brought  against  her 
a  charge  which  he  feigned  to  believe,  7. 
158 ;  Baren  us,  z  pt.  pi.  conducted  our- 
selves, A  721 ;  Baren  me  on  bond,  bore 
folse  witness  against  me,  B.  i.  p  4.  180 ; 
pr.  s.  sttbj.  may  pierce,  A  2256;  Ber, 
imf.  s.  carry,  D  1139;  Ber  ayein,  take 
back,  T.  ii.  1141 ;  Boren,  pp,  bom,  D 
1 153;  Bore. /»/.  bom. 

Bere,  s.  head-sheet,  pillow-case,  3. 254. 

Berie,  s.  berry,  A  4368. 

Berie,  v.  bury,  C  884. 

Beriniare,  s.  behaviour,  B  2022 ;  carriage, 
E1604. 

Berke,  v.  bark;  Borken,/^.  shrieked  (lit 
barked),  B  i.  p  5.  i. 

Berxn,  s.  barm,  i.  e.  yeast,  G  813. 

Bern.  s.  bam,  B  3759. 

Beryle,  s.  beryl.  HF.  1184. 

Besaunt-wiflrht,  s.  weight  of  a  besant,  R. 
Z106.  {^Besant,  a  gold  coin  of  Byzan- 
tium.) 

Bespreynt ;  see  Bisprengre. 

Bestlalitee,  s.  animal   condition,  T.  i. 

735- 
Bet,  adj.  comp.  better,  10. 47 ;  HF.  108. 

I  Bet,  adv.  better,  A  242;  go  bet,  go  foster, 

go  as  quickly  as  possible,  3. 136 ;  the  btt, 

the  better,  HF.  559;  bet  and  bet,  better 

and  better,  T.  iii.  714. 

B^te,  V.  remedy,  heal.  T.  i.  66$ ;  amend, 
mend,  assist,  I  421 ;  kindle,  A  2253. 

Bdte,^/r.  to  beat,  flap,  B45Z2 ;  to  hammer 
out,  C 17 ;  Beet,^/.  s.  adjoined  (lit.  beat), 
R.  129 ;  Beten,  pp.  beaten,  B 1732 ;  as  adj. 
beaten,  ornamented  with  the  hammer, 
R.  837. 

Beth,  pr.pl.  are.  B  2350;  imp.pl.  be,  i. 

Betraiainff ,  s.  betrayal,  L.  246a 
Bettre,  adj.  better,  A  256;  b.  arm,  right 

arm.  T.  ii.  165a 
Sever,  adj.  made  of  beaver,  A  272. 
Beye,_>tfr.  to  buy,  T.  v.  1843 ;  v.  B  1462. 

See  Bye. 


Bibbe,  v. ;  pp.  imbibed.  A  4162. 
Bible,  s.  bible,  A  438;  book.  HF.  1334. 
Bi-bledde,/^.//.  covered  with  blood.  A 


2002. 
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Bloohed  bones,  s,  pi,  dice,  C  656. 
Bl-clappe,  ger^  to  catch  (as  in  a  trap), 

G9. 
Blcoine,^^r.  to  become,  D 1644 ;  Bicomth, 

fr.  s,  goes,  T.  ii.  795. 

Bidaffed,  pp,  befooled.  E  1x91. 

Bidde,  V.  ask  {confused  with  B6de,  v.  com- 
mand, bid) ;  ger,  to  request,  L.  8^8 ; 
I  pr,  s,  pray,  T,  i,  1027 ;  Bit,  pr,  s.  bids, 
A  187 ;  Bad,  pt,  s.  prayed,  begged,  T.  iii. 
1249;  besought,  T.  i.  iia;  requested,  E 
373 ;  I  //.  s.  bade,  F  1212 ;  pi.  s.  bade, 
commanded.  D  108 ;  Beden,  pt  pL  bade, 
B  2233 ;  Bidde,  pp.  commanded.  B  440 
(where  han  bidde  «  have  bidden)  ;  Bede, 
pp.  bidden  {as  if  from  Bede),  3.  194; 
I  pu  s.  subj,  would  seek,  R.  791;  Bid, 
imp,  s.  pray,  T.  iii.  342 ;  bid,  3.  144 ;  Bid- 
deth,  imp.pL  pray,  T.  i.  36. 

BlddincTi  s.  request.  L.  837. 

Bidelve,  v. ;  Bidolven.  ^.  buried,  B  5.  p 

1.51- 
Bideii,>>^.  </Byde. 

Bifcminsre,  s.   coming   to   pass.  T.  iv. 

1018. 
Biforen,/r^.  before,  B  3553 ;  in  front  of, 

G680. 
Blforen,  adv.  in  the  front  part  (of  his 

head),  A  Z376;  beforehand,  A  1x48;  in 

front,  A  590 ;  in  a  good  position,  A  572 ; 

of  old  time,  F  551 ;  first,  E  446. 
Blfom,  prep,  before. 
Bigrete,  v.  beget ;  Begat,  //.  s.  L.  1562 ; 

Bigcten,  pp.  B  3138. 
BlerinnB,  V.  begin.  A  42 ;  Bigonne,  2  pt.  s. 

(i  442 ;  Began,  2  pt.  s.  {false  form  for 

Bigunne),  L.  2230;   Bigan,  pt.  s.  A  44; 

Bigonne,  pt.pl.  F  1015;  Bigonne,  pp.  T. 

ii.  779- 

Bieroon,  pp.  ornamented,  R.  943 ;  wel  b., 
well  contented,  joyous,  merry,  5.  171; 
fortunate,  T.  ii.  294 ;  wel  bigo,  well  con- 
tent, R.  693;  wo  d.,  distressed.  L.  1487, 
2497;  sorwfu/fy  b.,  distressed,  T.  i.  1x4; 
wers  b.,  more  wretched,  T.  v.  1328. 

Blgryleres,  pi.  brguilers,  I  299. 

Blhalve.  s.  dal.  behalf,  T.  ii.  X458. 

Bihate.  v.  hate ;  pp.  B  3.  m  4.  6. 

Bibeste,  s.  promise,  B  ^ ;  command,  T. 
>'•  359:  pl-  promises,  1.  e.  all  that  they 
profess  to  prove,  A.  pr.  26. 

Blhete,  I  pr.  s.  promise,  G  707;  2  pr.  s. 
dost  promise.  B  4.  p  2.  i ;  pr.  s.  promises, 
I  379.    See  Bibote. 

Bihetlngre,  s.  promising,  B  2.  p  8. 16. 

Blhewe,  v.;  Behewe,  pp.  carved,  HF. 
1306. 

Bihlgrhte,  pi.  s.  promised,  T.  v.  1204; 


Bihighte,  pt.  pi.  T.  iii.  3x9;  Bihight,  pp. 

T.  V.  354.    See  Blhote. 
BlbOlde,  V,  behold.  A  2293 ;  Behelde,  v. 

behold,  7. 80;  Behelde.  pt.  s.  subj.  should 

see,  T.  u.  378;   Biholde. /^.  beheld,  G 

X79. 
Bibote.  \pr.s.  promise,  A  1854;  Behetfe, 

ft.  s.  5. 436. 
Bibove,  s.  dot.  profit  (lit.  behoof),  R.  1092. 
Blbove,  V.  suit,  13.  5 ;  pr.  s.  (it)  behoves, 

T.  iv.  1004 ;  /r.  pi.  are  necessary,  I  83. 
Blboyely,  adj.  helpful.  T.  ii.  26X ;  needful, 

I  107. 
BUJape,  v.;  pp.  jested  at.  tricked,  T.  i. 

531- 
Biker,  s.  quarrel,  L.  2661. 

Blknowe,  v.  acknowledge,  B  886 ;  Bikno- 
weth,  pr.  s.  I  481;  Beknew,  //.  s.  con- 
fessed, L.  1058 ;  I  am  bi-knowen  s^  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  3.  p  la  88. 

Bilde.^^r.  to  build,  HF.  X133;  Bilt,  pr.  s. 
HF.  xi3S:  BiW, pp.  1.  X83.    See  Bulde. 

Bilder,  s.  as  adj;  builder,  used  for  build- 
ing. 5- 176. 

Bileve,  s.  faith,  L.  2109  '•  creed,  A  3456. 

Bileve  (i),  V.  believe;  imp.pl.  G  1047. 

Bileve  (2),  V.  to  remain,  stay  behind,  F 


B^m 


Ixine,  V.  cease,  T.  iii.  1365. 

Bllle,  s.  bill,  petition,  z.  59,  xio;  letter,  E 
1937 ;  writ.  D  1586. 

Binde,  v.  bind,  enthral.  4.  249;  Bynt 
{for  Bint),^r.  s.  binds,  4.  47,  48;  Bond, 
pt.  s.  bound,  fastened,  R.  241 ;  Bounden, 
fp.  bound,  B  270;  bound  up.  D  681. 

Bmdixiflr,  s.  constraint,  A  1304. 

Blnlixxe,  v.  take  away,  B  4.  p  3.  36; 
Binemen,/r.//.  B  3.  p  3.  65 ;  Bi-nomen, 


fp.  taken  away,  B  3.  p  3. 69. 
Binne,  s.  bin,  chest,  A  593. 
Biquetbe,  v.  bequeath,  D  x 


X2X. 


Biraft,  -e ;  see  Blreve. 

Blrelne,  v. ;  Bireyned,  pp.  rained  upon, 
T.  iv.  1 172. 

Blreve,  v.  bereave,  B  3359 ;  restrain,  T.  i. 
685 ;  take  away,  G  48a ;  me  wo  bereve,  rob 
me  of  woe,  6.  X2 ;  Bircved,  pt.  s.  bereft, 
D  207X :  Biraf^e,  pt.  ^.  B  83 ;  Biraft,  pp. 
bereft,  T.  iv.  22^;  A  136X. 

Blrtbe,  s.  birth,  B  192. 

Blacomed,  pp.  scorned,  I  278. 

Biaeg-e,  v.  besiege ;  pr.  s.  L.  1902 ;  Bise- 
gede,  pt.  pi.  T.  i.  149. 

B&6ken,  v.  beseech,  pray,  B  2306,  2910; 
By-s6ke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131 ;  Biseken, 
I  pr.  fl.  implore,  A  918 ;  Bisoughtest.  2 
pt.  s.  didst  beseech,  T.  v.  X734 ;  Bisoghte, 
//.  s.  B  2x64. 
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Biaexnare,  s.  contemptuous  conduct,  A 

39^5- 
Blsette,  V. ;  Besette,  v,  employ,  L.  X069 ; 

bestow,  3.  772;  Besette,  disposed  of,  L. 

2558 ;  used  up,  D  1952 ;  bestowed,  A  3715, 

established,  A  3012 ;  fixed,  I  366 ;  Beset, 

^p.  bestowed,  T.  i.  521. 

Blseye,  pf.  beseen;  roe/  ^.,  £iir  to  see, 
igood-looking,  R.  821;  well  provided,  3. 
•839;  goodly  b,,  fair  to  see,  good  in  ap- 
pearance, T.  ii.  X262;  yvei  b,,  ill-looking, 
E  965 ;  rickety  b.,  rich-looking,  splendid, 
£984. 

Bishende,  v. ;  Beshende,  v.  bring  to  ruin, 
L.  2696. 

Bishitte,  V, ;  Bishet,  pp.  shut  up,  T.  iii 
602. 

Blshrewe,  ipr,  s.  beshrew,  D  844. 

Blsie,  V,  rg/,  take  pains,  B  3034 ;  Bisie  me, 
employ  myself,  G  758 ;  pt,  pL  occupied 
themselves.  5.  192. 

Blsily,  adv.  diligently,  A.  ii.  ^8.  8 ;  com- 
pletely, T.  iii.  1153;  eagerly,  F  1051; 
well,  2.  33. 

Bisinesae,  s.  business.  B  X415 ;  busy  en- 
deavour, A  1007.  G  ^  •  diligence,  3. 1156 ; 
C  56 ;  industry,  G  5 ;  labour,  5.  86 ;  work, 
activity,  T.  i.  795:  trouble,  ado,  7.  99; 
careful  attention,  B  9979;  attentiveness, 
7.250;  care,  A  520. 

Bi-smokede,  adj.  pi.  dirtied  with  smoke, 
B  I.  p  z.  31. 

Bismotered,  pf.  besmutted,  marked  with 
spots  of  rust,  &c.,  A  76. 

Bispet,  pp.  spit  upon,  I  276. 

Blsprenfire,  v. :  Bespreynt,/^.  sprinkled, 
bedewed,  2.  xo. 

Blstad,  pp.  bestead,  in  trouble,  R.  1227 ; 
hard  b.,  greatly  imperilled,  B  649. 

BlBtryden,  v. ;  Bistrood,  //.  s.  bestrode, 

Bisy,  Besy,  adj.  busy,  industrious,  R. 

1052;    active,    L.    103;    useful,  I  474; 

attentive.  F  509 ;  anxious.  2.  2. 
Bi8yde,/r^.  beside;  tker  b.,  beside  that 

Elace,  3. 13x6;  of  b.,  from  the  neighbour- 
ood  of,  A  445;  b.  his  /rv«,  without  his 
leave,  HF.  2105. 

Bisydee,  prep, ;  him  b.,  near  him,  A  402. 

Blsydes,  jBesydes,  adv.  on  one  side,  G 
14x6. 

Bit,  fr.  s.  of  Bidde. 

Bitake,  x  pr,  s.  commend,  1 1043 :  commit, 
E  i6x ;  resign,  A  3^750 ;  x  pr.  s.  deliver, 
entrust,  L.  2297 ;  Bitook,  p/.  s.  entrusted, 
G  s^ :  Bitaken,  /^.  B  3.  m  2.  47. 

Bitecne,  i  pr.  s.  commit  (to),  consign 
(to).  B  2114. 


Bmi 


Blthizike,  V.   imagine,  think   of.  T.  iii. 

X694 ;  Bethinke,  v.  2.  X07 ;  ger.  to  reflect, 

HF.  X176;  Bithoughte,  i  pf.  s.  re/,  be- 
thought myself,  R.  521;  I  am  bithought, 

I  have  thought  (of),  A  767;  Bithought, 
p.  T.  ii.  225. 

ild,  Bltit;  seeBltyde. 
Bitook ;  see  Bitake. 
Bitore,  s.  bittern,  D  972. 
BitiTalse,  BltraiSBhe,  v.  betray ;  Bitray- 

seth,  pr.  s.  C  92;  pp.  betrayed.  T.  iv. 

X648;  I  269:   Bitraisshed,  R.  1648;  Bi- 

trasshed,  R.  1520. 
Bitrenden,  vj  Bi-trent,  pr.  s.  encircles, 

^oes  round,  T.  iv.  870 ;  twines  round,  T. 

iii.  X231. 
Bitwixexi,^^^.  between,  A  880;  Betwixen, 

5.  X48 ;  Bitwixe,  A  277 ;  Bitwix.  L.  729. 
B»yde,  Bltyden,  v.  happen,  T.  ii.  623 ; 

anive,  B  3730;  pr.  s.  sttbj.  E306;  Bityde 

what  b.,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  750; 

Bitit,/r.  s.  betides,  happens,  T.  ii.  4i8,  v. 

345;    Bitidde,  //.  s.  befell,  T.  v.  x64X: 

Bitid,  pp.  T.  iu.  288 ;  Betid,  HF.  384. 
BltydLngTBt  ^'  ^^  event,  B  5.  p  x.  37. 
Bltsnnes,  adv.  betimes,  soon,  G  1008. 
Blware,  v. ;  Biwared./^.  spent,  expended. 

laid  out  (as  on  wares),  T.  i.  636. 
Biwepe,  ger.  to  bemoan,  T.  i.  763:  Bi- 

wopen,/^.  bathed  in  tears,  T.  iv.  916. 
Blwreye,  v.  make  manifest,  reveal,  T.  iii. 

377 ;  Biwreyest,  2  pr.  s,  revealest,  B  773 ; 

Biwreyd,  pp.  betrayed   (viz.  by  having 

vour  woros  revealed),  H  352. 
Biwreylxiflr,  s.  betraying,  Ba^yK 
BUwryen.  v.  disclose,  reveal,  T.  ii.  537 ; 

Bewrye,  betray,  5.  348.    (Wrongly  used 

for  Biwreye.) 
Blak,  adj.  black,  A  294 ;  Blake,  pi.  A  557 ; 

Blakke.  def  HF.  1801. 
Blak,  J.  black  clothing,  ^  445. 
Blake,  s.  black  writing,  ink,  T.  ii.  X320. 
Blakebexied,  a,   a^lackberrying,  i.  e. 

a-wandering  at  will,  astray,  C  406. 
Blaked,  pp.  blackened,  rendered  black. 

B  332X. 
Blandiahe,  pr.  s.  subj.  fawn,  I  376. 
B1  ankm anger,  s.  a  compound  of  minced 

capon    with  cream,  sugar,  and  flour,  A 

387.    Named  firom  its  white  colour. 
Blaeezi,  ger.  to  blow,  HF.  x8o2. 
Blaspheme,  s.  blaspheming,  x6.  X5. 
Bltephem6ur.  j.  blasphemer,  C  898. 
Blast,  s.  puff,  T.  ii.  X387. 
Blaste,^^.  to  blow  a  trumpet,  HF.  z866. 
Blauncne,  adj.fem.yi\(\vt  (see  Fevere), 

T.  i.  916. 
Blaundisshlzxffe,  pret.  pt.   as   adj.  be- 
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witching,  B  3.  m  la.  23 ;  Blaundissinge, 

flattering,  B  2.  p  i.  31. 
Bleche,  V. ;  pp,  bleached,  9. 45. 
Blede,  v.  bleed,  L.  3696;  Bledde,  pt.  s, 

bled,  T.  ii.  950. 
Blemished,  /^.  injured,  B  i.  p  4.  312. 
Blende,  v.  bhnd,  T.  iv.  648 ;  ^er,  to  de- 
ceive, T.  iii.  207;  to  blind  {or  read  to- 

blende,  v.  blind   utterly),  T.  ii.  X496; 

Blent,  pr,  s,  blinds,  5.  600 ;  Blente,  pi.  s, 

blinded,  T.  v.  1194;  Blent,  pp,  15.  18; 

deceived,  £  21 13. 
Blere,  v.  blear,  bedim ;  Blere  hir  yiS,  dim 

their  eye,  cajole  them,  A  4049;  pp,  de- 
ceived, G  730. 
BlerlngTf  s,  dimming;  bl.  of  an  ye  ^  cajoling, 

A  3865. 
Blesse,  v.  bless ;  Blesseth  hir,  /r.  s,  crosses 

herself,  B  449. 
Bleve,  V.  remain,  T.  iv.  1484;  remain  (at 

home) ,  T.  iii.  623  \ger,  to  dwell,  T.  iv.  1357. 
Blew,  pt,  s.  of  Biowe. 
Blew,  adj,  blue,  A  564;  3.  340;  as  s.  blue 

clothing,  21.  ^. 
Bleyne,  s.  blam,  blemish,  R.  553. 
Bleynte,//.  s,  blenched,  started  back,  A 

1078 ;  turned  aside,  T.  iii.  1346.    Pt.  s,  of 

Blenche,  v. 
BUnde,  v.;    Blynde  with,  ger,  to  blind 

fthe  priest)  with,  G  1151. 
Bllnne,  v.  leave  off,  cease,  G  1171. 
BUsful,  adj,  happy,  9.  i ;  conferring  bliss, 

I.  24;  blessed,  3.  854;    merry,  R.  80; 

sainted,  A  17. 
Blisful,  adv.  joyously,  5. 689. 
Bllsfully,  adv.  happily,  A  1^6. 
Blisfulnesae,  s.  hsuppiness,  B  2.  p  4.  75. 
Blisse,   V.  bless,  E  553.    Perhaps  read 

blesse,  kesse.    See  Blesse. 
Bllssed,  ff.  happy,  9. 43. 
Bio,  adj.  blue,  smoke-coloured,  HF.  1647. 
Blody,  adj.  causing  bloodshed,  A  2512. 
Blondren;  seeBlundre. 
Blood,  s.  lineage,  7.  65 ;  offepring,  £  632 ; 

kinswoman,  T .  ii.  594. 
Bloeme,  s,  blossom,  A  3324. 
Blosme,  v.  blossom;  pr,  s.  £  1462;  pp. 

covered  with  blossoms,  R.  108. 
Blosmy,  adj.  blossoming,  T.  ii.  821 ;  full 

of  buds,  c.  183. 
Blowe,  V.  Dlow,  A  565 ;  Blew,  p/.  s.  3. 182 ; 

(it)  blew,  T.  iii.  678;  Blowen,  pp.  pro- 
claimed by  trumpets,  A  22^1. 
Blundre,   v.;  pr.  s.  runs  needlessly,  G 

1414;  \p.pl.pr,  Blondren,  we  become 

mazed,  G  070. 
Blythly,  adv.  gladly,  3. 749, 755. 
Blyve,  adv.  quickly,  soon,  L.  60;  /li  bl.. 


very  soon,  as  soon  as  possible,  T.  i.  965 ; 

forthwith,  R.  706,  992 ;  also  bl.,  as  soon 

as  possible,  T.  iv.  174. 
Bobance,  s.  presumption,  boast,  D  569. 
Boce,  s.  protuberance  (boss),  I  423. 
Boch,  s.  botch,  pustule,  B  3.  p  4. 14. 
Bocher,  s.  butcher,  A  2025. 
Bocler,  s.  buckler.  A  3266. 
Bode  (z),  J.  foret>oding.  omen,  5.  343. 
Bode  (2),  s.  abiding,  delay,  7.  119. 
Bode,  V.  proclaim;  pr.  s,  heralds,  B  4. 

m  6. 17. 
Boden,  pp.  of  Bede. 

Body,  s.  person,  F  1005;  principal  sub- 
ject, £  42;  corpse,  3.  142;  B  1872;  my 

b,,  myself,  B  1185;  //.  metallic  bodies 

^metals),  answering  to  celestial  bodies 

(planets),  G  820,  825. 
Boef,  s.  beef,  £  1420. 
Boes.^.  s.  (it)  behoves,  A  4026.  (Northern.) 
Bofirbt,  Bogrhte;  see  Bye. 
Bolst,  s.  box,  C  307 ;  ^/.  HF.  2129. 
Bolstous,  adj,  rude,  plain,  H  211. 
BolstouBly,  adv.  loudly,  £  791. 
Bokel,  s.  buckle,  R.  1086. 
Bokeler,  j.  buckler,  A 112.  A  small  round 

shield  usually  carried  by  a  handle  at  the 

back.    See  Bocler. 
Bokelln8re,/r^j.//.  buckling,  A  2503. 
Bokes,  pi.  books,  A  294. 
Boket,  J.  bucket,  A  1533. 
Bolas,  pi.  bullace-plums,  bullaces,  R.  1377. 
Bolde,  v.  grow  bold,  5. 144. 
Bdle,  s.  bull,  T.  iii.  723.  iv.  239. 
BOle  armonlak,  Armenian  clay,  G  790. 
BoUe,  s,  a  bowl,  G  1210. 
Bolt,  s.  crossbow-bolt,  A  3264. 
Bolt-uprifirht,  on  (her)  back,  A  4266,  B 

1506. 
Bomble,  v.\  pr.  s.  booms  (as  a  bittern), 

D972. 
Bon,  adj.  good,  HF.  1022. 
Bond,  J.  bond,  obligation,  A  1604;  band, 

fetter,  T.  iii.  1766;  obligation  (compelling 

the  service  of  spirits).  F  131. 
Bonde,  s.  bondman,  D  1660, 1  149. 
Bonde-folk,  s.pl.  bondmen.  I  754. 
Bonde-men,  s.  pi.  bondmen,  I  752. 
B6ne,  s.  petition,  boon,  prayer,  request. 
„3- 129,  835. 
Bood,  pt.  s.  of  Byde. 
Bd6n,  J.  bone,  R.  1059;  ivory,  T.  ii.  926; 

Bdnes.  pi.  bones,  A  546. 
B66r.  s.  boar,  A  2070;   Bores,  gen.  sing. 

boar's,  B  2060 ;  Bores,  //.  A  16^8. 
B668t,  s.  loud  talk,  A  4001;  boast,   L. 

267;  pride,  B  3289;   boasting,   C  764; 

swelling,  G  441. 
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B66ty  s.  boat,  T.  i.  4x6,  ii.  3. 

B66t,  s.  help,  remedy,  T.  iii.  i9o8. 

Boot,  pt.  s,  of  Byte. 

Boras,  s,  borax,  A  630,  G  790. 

Bord,  s,  table,  A  52,  B  430 ;  plank,  o.  74 ; 
board,  i.  e.  meals,  G  1017;  to  3..  to 
board,  A  3x88,  D  538 ;  into  skippes  bord, 
on  board  the  ship,  A  3585;  over-bord, 
overboard,  B  922. 

Bordels,  s.  pL  brothels,  I  885. 

Bordel-womexx,^/.  women  of  the  brothel, 

Bordure,  j.  border,  raised  rim  on  the 
front  of  an  astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  4. 

Bore,  J.  bore,  hole,  T.  iii.  X4S3. 

Bore,  Boren,  pp.  of  Bere. 

Borel,  J.  coarse  woollen  clothes,  D  356; 
Borel  men,  laymen,  B  3x45.    See  Burel. 

Bores ;  see  Boor. 

Borken,  pp,  of  Berke. 

Borne,  v. ;  Borneth,  pr,  s,  bumisheSi 
smoothes.  T.  i.  327. 

Borwe,  s.  pledge,  A  1622 ;  to  b.,  in  pledge, 
as  a  pledge,  T.  v.  1664 ;  Uyd  to  b.,  laid 
in  pledge,  pawned,  T.  ii.  963 ;  to  ^.,  for 
surety,  4.  20< ;  yenus  here  to  b.,  Venus 
being  your  pledge,  T.  ii.  1524. 

Borwe,  v,  borrow,  B  105. 

Boa,  s.  boss,  A  3266.    See  Booe. 

BoBt,  J. ;  see  Boost. 

Bbste,  V.  boast ;  pr.  s.  D  1672. 

B6te,  J.  good,  benefit,  D  472;  remedy, 
profit,  3.  38 ;  advantage,  T.  i.  352 ;  heal- 
mg.  T.  i.  763;  help,  T.  ii.  345:  healer, 
22.  45 ;  relief,  G  148 1 ;  salvation,  B  1656 ; 
doth  b.,  gives  the  remedy  for,  5.  276; 
for  b.  ne  bale,  for  good  nor  for  ill,  3. 
227. 

Botel,  s.  bottle  (of  hay).  H  14. 

Botelees,  adj.  without  remedy,  T.  i.  782. 

Boteler,  s.  butler,  HF.  592. 

Boterflye,  s.  butterfly,  B  3980. 

Botes,  pi.  boots,  A  203,  273. 

Bothe,  both,  A  540;  your  bothes,  of  both 
of  you,  I.  83;  your  bother,  of  you  both, 
T.  iv.  i68. 

Botxnelees,  adj.  bottomless,  unreal,  T.  v. 

1431- 
Bougrb,  s.  bough,  R.  1403 ;  Bowes,  pi.  R. 

108. 
Bougrht,  Bougrhte ;  see  Bye. 
Bouk,  s.  trunk  of  the  body,  A  2746. 
Boun,  adj.  prepared,  F  1503. 
Bounde,  s.  bound ;   pi.  bounds,  limits, 

L.  546.  1673. 
Bountee,  s.  goodness,   kindness,   i.   9; 

good   deed,   I   393;    delightfulness,    R. 

1444. 


Bountevous,  etdj.  bountiful,  bounteous. 

T.  i.  883;  C  no. 
Bour,  s.  bed-chamber,  HF.  1186;  B  1932; 

lady's  chamber,  R.  1014;  inner  room, 

B4023. 
Bourde,  s.  jest,  H  81 ;  pL  D  68a 
Bourde,  i  pr,  s.  jest,  CjjZ;  pp,  5. 589. 
Box  (i),  J.  box-tree,  A  2922 ;  boxwood,  L. 

866;  money-box,  A  4390;  box,  C  869. 
Box  (2),  J.  blow,  L.  1388. 
Boydekln,  s.  dagger,  A  396a 
Brac6r,  s,  bracer,  a  guard  for  the  arm 

in  archery,  A  iii. 
Bragrot,  s,  a  beverage  made  of  honey  and 

ale,  A  3261. 
Braid,  s,  quick  movement;  ai  a  b.,  in  a 

moment,  R.    1336;    Brayd,  a  start,  L. 

1 166. 
Brak,  pt.  s.  of  Breke. 
Braall,  s,  dye  made  from  a  certain  dye- 
wood,  B  4649. 
Brast,  Braste ;  see  Breste. 
Braun,  s.  muscle,  A  546 ;  brawn  (of  the 

boar),  F  1254. 
Braunche,  s.  branch,  T.  v.  8^ 
Brayd,  Brayde ;  see  Breyde. 
Brede  (i),  j.  breadth,  R.  825. 1124 ;  space, 

T.    i.    179;     on    brede,    abroad,    T.    i. 

530- 
Brede  (2),  s.  roast  meat,  HF.  1322. 

Brede,  ^<fr.  to  breed,  T.  iii.  1546;  grow, 
T.  v.  1027;  Breden,£*r.  to  breed,  arise, 
L.  1x56  (cf.  Vergil,  &n.  iv.  2)  ;  Bred,  pp. 
bred  up,  F  499. 

Breech,  s.  breeches,  B  2049,  C  948. 

Breexn,  s.  bream,  a  fish.  A  35a 

Breke,  v.  break,  A  551,  C  936;  br,  his 
day,  fail  to  pay  on  the  day,  G  X040; 
j^er.  to  interrupt,  B  2233;  Brak,  pt,  s. 
3.  71 ;  Breke,  pr.  s.  subj.  4.  242 ;  Breke, 
2  pr.  pi.  subJ.  break  off".  F.  v.  1032 ;  Breke. 
pt.  s.  subj.  would  break.  B  4578 ;  Broke. 
pp.  broken,  A  3571 ;  Broken,  pp.  ship- 
wrecked, T...  X487. 

Brekke,  j.  break,  flaw,  defect,  3.  940. 

Brexnble-flour,  s.  flower  of  the  bramble, 
B  1936. 

Brexne,  adj.  furious,  T.  iv.  X84. 

Breine,  adv.  furiously,  A  1699. 

Bren,  s.  bran,  A  4053. 

Brenne,  v.  burn.  17.  x8;  to  be  burnt, 
T.  i.  91;  Brinne,  ger.  to  bum,  D  52; 
Brendest,  2  //.  J.  didst  bum,  A  2384 ; 
Brende,  pt.  s.  1.  90;  was  burnt,  HF. 
163;  was  set  on  fire,  HF.  537;  Brenned, 
//.  s.  was  inflamed  with  anger.  R.  297 ; 
Brende,  pt.  pi.  caught  fire.  HF.  954 ; 
Brente,  pf.  pi.  L.  73X;  Brent,  ^.7.  115; 
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Brend,  //.  B  4555;   as  adj,  bright,  R. 
Z109. 

Brennlnff,  s,  burning.  4.  133;  greed  of 
gold,  R.  188. 

BrezmlnflTly ,  adv,  ardently,  T.  i.  607 ;  fer- 
vently, A  1564. 

Brere,  s,  briar,  R.  858 ;  Breres,  pi.  under- 
wood, A  1532. 

Brest,  s,  breast,  A  115, 131. 

Brest-boon,  j.  breast-bone,  A  3710. 

Breste,  v.  burst,  T.  v.  1008;  afflict,  T. 
iii.  X434;  break,  D  Z103;  Brest,  /r.  j. 
bursts,  A  a6io;  breaks,  T.  i.  258;  Brast, 
pU  s,  burst  out,  T.  v.  1078;  burst,  L. 
1033;  broke,  3.  1x93;  Brast,  pt  s,  burst 
{or  read  braste  s  would  burst),  T.  v. 
180;  Braste.  >/.  pL  burst,  T.  ii.  326; 
Broste,  pt  pL  B  671,  C  234;  Brosten, 
pt,  pL  A.  ^\  Bnste,jft.  s.  subj,  would 
burst,  T.  ii.  xxo8;  Brosten,  pp,  burst, 
T.  ii.  976;  broken,  L.  130a 

BreBtlngr,  i.  bursting,  F  973. 

Bretful,  adj,  brimful.  A  687. 2164. 

Bretherhed,  s,  brotherhood,  religious 
order,  A  511. 

Brew,  pt  s.  contrived,  B  3575. 

Breyde, /w.  to  start,  T.  iv.  230,348;  v. 
awake.  F477;  Breyde,  i  pr.  s.  start,  T. 
V.  1262;  Breyde,  1  pt  s,  awoke.  D  799; 
Breyde,  pt  s.  started.  T.  v.  1243;  went 
(out  of  his  wits),  B  3728;  drew.  B  837; 
Brayde,  ^/.  j.  took  hastily,  HP.  1678; 
Brayd,  pp.  started,  gone  suddenly,  7. 
X24, 

Brid,  s,  bird,  HF.  1003 ;  young  of  birds, 
5.  192. 

Brigre,  j.  contention,  B  2873.    ^-  ^ig^^* 

BrisTfiTOf  5.  bridge,  A  3922. 

Brisrbt,  adj,  fair.  R.  1009. 

Brigrhte,  adj.  as  s,  brightness  (after  ^r), 
r.  ii.  864. 

Brlke,  s.  a  trap,  snare,  'fix,'  dilemma, 
B3580. 

Brlngre,  v.  bring ;  Bringes,  2  pr.  s.  bring, 
est,  HF.  19^  (a  Northern  form) ; 
Broghten,  pt  pt  B  2590 ;  made  broght, 
caused  to  be  brought.  HF.  155. 

Brinne,  ger.  to  bum.  D  52.   See  Brexme. 

Brocage,  s.  mediation,  A  3375. 

Broche,  J.  brooch,  R.  1193:  small  orna- 
ment, bracelet,  4.  245. 

Brode,  adv.  broadly,  plainly.  A  739;  iax 
and  wide,  HF.  1683;  wide  awake,  G 
1420. 

Brodere,  adj.  larger,  A.  ii.  38.  i. 

Brok,   i.  e.  Badger,  a  horse's  name,  D 

1543- 
Broken ;  see  Harm.    And  see  Breke. 


Brokklnflre,  pres.  pt  using  a  quavering 

voice,  A  3377. 
Bromes, //.  broom  (bushes  so  called),. 

HF.  X220. 

Brond,  s.  torch,  L.  22^2;  firebrand,  B- 
3324:  Bronde,  dot,  piece  of  burning 
wood,  B  9995. 

Brood,  adj.  broad,  A  155.  471;  thick, 
large,  F  82;  Brode,  //,  R.  939;  ex- 
panded, R.  x68i. 

Broste, -en;  see  Breste. 

Brotel,  adj.  brittle,  frail,  T.  iii.  820; 
fickle,  L.  1885;  unsafe,  insecure.  E  1279; 
transitory,  E  2061 ;  Brutel,  B  2.  p  5.  6. 

Brotelnesse,  s.  frailty,  T.  v.  X832 ;  inse- 
curity, E  Z279;  fickleness,  10.  63. 

Brotherhede,  s,  brotherhood,  D  1399. 

Brouded,  pp.  embroidered,  A  3238,  B 
3659. 

Brouke,  v.  enjoy,  use,  B  4400 ;  keep,  E 
2308 ;  X  pr.  s.  subj.  {optatvue)^  may  nave 
the  use  of,  HF.  273;  Brouken,  pr,  pt 
subj.  {opt),  may  (they)  profit  by,  L.  194. 

BrowdingTi  s.  embroidery,  A  2498. 

Broyded,  pp.  braided,  A  1049. 

Brutel ;  see  Brotel. 

Brybe,  v.  steal,  filch,  A  44x7;   rob.  D 

1378. 
Bryberyes,  pt  ways  of  robbing,  D  1367. 

Brydale,  s.  wedding,  A  4375. 

Brydel,  s.  bridle,  7. 184. 

Brydeleth,  pr.  s.  controls,  4.  41. 

Buffet,  s.  blow ;  BufTettes.  pt  I  258. 

Buerlo-hom,  s.  drinking-horn  made  from 

the  •  bugle '  or  ox,  F  1253. 
Buk,  s.  buck,  5.   195 ;    Bukke,  B  1946 ; 

Bukkes.  gen.  buck's,  A  3387. 
Bulde,  V.  build;    Bulte,  //.  5.  built,    A 

1548. 
Bulle,  s.  papal  bull.  C  909. 
Bulte,  pt  s.  of  Bulde. 
Bulte,  V.  boult,  sift,  B  443a 
Burdoun,  s.  burden   of  a  song,  bass- 
accompaniment,  A  673. 
Burel,  adj.  rough,  unlettered,  F  716 ;  lay 

(people) ,  D  1872,  X874.   The  idea  is  that 

of  a  man  dressed  in  burel,  or  coarse 

woollen  cloth.    See  Borel. 
Burlels,    s,  pt  burial-places,    i.   e.    the 

catacombs,  G  x86. 
Bume,  V.  burnish ;  pp.  A  1983 ;  polished, 

HF.  1387 ;  lustrous.  C  38.    See  Borne. 
Burnet,  adj.  made  of  coarse  brown  cloth.. 

R.  226. 
Busk,  s.  bush,  R.  54 ;  ^/.  A  1579. 
But,  conj.  except,  unless,  2.  82;  3. 1x7. 
But,  as  s.  an  exception,  a  '  but,'  I  494. 
But  and,  but  if,  L  X790. 
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But-if ,  conj.  unless,  R.  350. 

Buxom,  adj\  yielding,  6.  125;  obedient, 
B1287. 

Buxomly,  adv,  obediently,  £  186. 

Buzamnesse,  s.  submission,  13. 15. 

By,  prep,  by,  A  25,  &c. ;  as  regards,  with 
respect  to,  concerning,  6.  196;  with 
reference  to,  5.  4;  for,  on  account  of, 
R.  844;  by  proces,  in  process,  B  2665; 
fy  me,  beside  me  (10/M  accent  on  by),  T. 
ii.  991 ;  fy  the  monoe,  in  the  morning, 

^  L.  49. 

By,  adv.  beside ;  /aste  by,  close  at  band, 

R.  1274. 
By  and  by,  adv,  one  after  another,  in 

due  order,  in  due  place,  L.  304,  A  xoii. 
Byde,  v.  wait,  T.  i.  1067:  A  1576;  Hood. 

pt,  s.  waited,  T.  v.  29 ;  Biden,  pp,  stayed, 

E  1888. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for  (it),  D  167;  ^by,  let 

us  go  to  buy.  G  1294 ;  Bye.  pr.  pL  subj, 

18.  26;   Boghte,  ^/.  J.  bought.  A  2088; 

redeemed,  £  X153;  b,  agayn,  redeemed, 

C776. 
Byhig-ht,  pp,  promised,  T.  v.  1104. 
BylnflT,  s.  buymg.  A  569. 
By-japed,  pp,  tricked,  made  a  jest  of,  T. 

V.  1 1 19. 
Bynt  him,  binds  himself,  4.  47;    Bynt 

her,  4. 48. 
By-path,  /.  by-way,  T.  iii.  1705. 
Bynle,  J.  maiden,  lady,  R.  1014. 
By-aeke,  v,  beseech,  T.  iv.  131. 
Byte,  V.  bite,  T.  iiL  737 1   c"*  deeply,  F 

158;   bum,  A  631;  Bodt.  //.  j.  bit.  B 


3701 :  Blten,/!^.  bitten,  L.  2318. 

tlnsre,  J.  wound,  B  3.  m  7. 7. 

By- word,  s,  proverb.  T.  iv.  769. 


Bytlnsre,  s,  wound,  B  3.  m  7. 7. 
'.  proverb.  T.  iv.  769. 
By-wreye,  v.  reveal,  T.  iii.  367. 


C. 

Caaa,  s,  circumstance,  I  105;  sette  caas 
=  suppose,  A.  ii.  42.  24;  Qias,//.  cases 
of  law,  A  323. 

Gacohe,  v,  catch,  G  11 ;  lay  hold  of,  3. 
969;  come  by,  HF.  404;  Caughte,^/.  s, 
took,  conceived,  £  619;  took,  A  498; 
pulled,  L.  1854;  Caught,  pp,  obtained, 
E  mo;  taken,  F74a 

Gaitif,  adj.  captive,  miserable,  wretched, 

A  1.55a. 
Caltli,  s.  wretch,    R.  340;  pi.  captives, 

A  924. 
Cake,  5.  a  round  and  rather  flat  loaf  of 

bread   (in  the  shape  of  a  large  bun), 

A  668,  4094,  C  322. 
CalceninfiT,  <r.  calcination,  G  771. 


Calclnacloun,  s.  calcination.  G  804. 
Calcule,  V.  calculate;  Calculed,  pt.  s.  F 

1284. 
Calculer,  s.  the  calculator  or  pointer,  A 

i.  23. 2.    See  Almory- 
CalcuUngre,  j.  calculation,  T.  i.  71. 
Calendes,  pi.  kalends,  introduction   to 

a  new  time,  T.  ii.  7, 
Calle,  s.  caul,   a   net   used   to   confine 

women's  hair,  A.  i.   19.  4;   headdress. 

D  1018 ;  to  '  make  a  hood  above  a  caul ' 

=  to  befool.  T.  iii.  775. 
Caxnaille,  s.  a  camel.  £  1x96. 
Caxnuae,  adj.  low  and  concave,  A  3934, 

3974. 
Can,  I  pr.  s.  know,  L.  1987;  know  bow, 

am  able,  E  304.  F  4;  can,  B  4a;  under- 
stand, F  1266;  am  able  to  say,  c.  X4: 
pr.  s.  knows,  3.  673 ;  has,  £  2245 :  knows 
(of),  A  X780;  has  skill,  T.  ii.  1197;  can 
on,  has  knowledge  of,  F  786;  can  hir 
good,  knows  her  own  advantage,  D  231 ; 
can  thank,  owes  (them)  thanks,  A  18x8; 
^pr.pL  know,  B  XX69. 
Canel-boon,  s.  collar-bone  (lit  channel- 
bone,  with  reference  to  the  depression 
in  the   neck  behind   the  collar-bone), 

CaneUe,  s.  cinnamon,  R.  X37a 
Cankedort,  s.  state  of  suspense,  critical 

position,  T.  ii.  175a. 
Canon,  s.  the  '  Canon,'  the  title  of  a  book 

by  Avicenna,  C  890;  rule,  explanation, 

A.  pr.  X05. 
Oanstow,  2  p.  -'•>>''•  knowest  thou,  A.  pr. 

20 :  canst  thou,  T.  iv.  460. 
Cantel,  s.  portion,  A  3008. 
Cape,  g^er,  gape  after,  T.  v.  X133.    See 

Gtape. 
Capel,  s.  horse,  nag,  H  64;  cart-horse, 

D  2x5a 
Cappe,  s.  cap,  A  586;  set  the  wrigkUs 

cappe,  i.  e.  made  a  fool  of  him,  A  3143. 
Carboude,  s.  carbuncle-stone,  R.  ixao. 
Cardlacle,  s.  pain  about  the  heart.  C  3x3. 
Care,  s.  anxiety,  sorrow,  grief,  trouble,  7. 

63;  T.  i.  505,  587;  ill-luck,  s.  363;  //. 

miseries,  T.  1.  264. 
Care,  v.  feel  anxiety,  E  xax2 ;  Care  thee, 

imp.  s.  be  anxious,  A  3298. 
Careful,  adt'.  full  of  trouble,  6.  44,  133 ; 

sorrowftil,  A  X565. 
Careyne,  s.  corpse,  carcase,  5. 177. 
Carf,  cut;  see  Kerve. 
Cckrlaflre,  s.  a  carrying  away ;  upon  c,  in 

the   way    of  carrying    anything   away. 

i.  e.  that  I   can  carry  away,  D   X570; 

Cariages,  s.  pi.  tolls  due  from  the  tenant 
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to  his  feudal  lord  imposed  by  authority, 

I  752. 
Oarl,  J.  man,  A  3469 ;  rustic,  countryman, 

A  545. 

Carole,  s.  a  dance  accompanied  with 
singing,  R.  744,  781,  793. 

Carole,  v,  dance  round  singing,  3.  849; 
^.  danced,  R.  810. 

Carpe,  v,  talk,  discourse,  A  474. 

Carrik,  s,  barge,  D  1688. 

Cart,  s.  chariot,  HF.  943. 

Ccurtere,  s.  charioteer.  B  5.  p  4. 100. 

Cart-hors,  pJ,  chariot-horses,  H  F.  944. 

Cas,  ^.  accident,  chance,  HF.  354,  1053; 
affair,  L.  409;  occasion,  B  q6;  adven- 
ture, L.  1630;  mischance,  L.  1056;  in 
cos  that^  in  case,  A.  ii.  3.  3 ;  upon  cos,  by 
chance,  A  3661;  in  cas  if  thai,  in  case 
that,  T.  ii.  758 ;  in  no  maner  cas,  in  no 
way,  D  1831 ;  set  a  cas,  suppose  that,  T. 
ii.  739;  to  deyen  in  the  cas,  thobgh 
death  were  the  result.  E  859. 

Cast,  s,  occasion,  turn,  B  3477;  contri- 
vance, plan,  HF.  1178. 

Caste,  t/.  cast  (accounts),  B  1406;  Casten, 
V,  throw,  T.  ii.  513;  c,  with  a  sperc, 
throw  with  a  spear.  HF.  1048;  fling, 
A  3330;  contrive,  HF.  1170;  Caste,  i 
pr.  s,  conjecture,  A  3173;  Casteth.^r.  s, 
casts  about,  I  693;  considers,  G  1414; 
applies,  B  3781;  reji,  devotes  himself, 
G  738 ;  Cast,  pr.  s.  casts,  R.  1574 ;  Caste, 
ipt  s.  threw,  5. 173;  Casten,/^.  thrown, 
B  1796;  Cast,  pf.  overthrown,  T.  ii. 
1389;  contrived,  a  3891;  c,  bifbm,  pre- 
meditated, I  543. 

Castelled,  adj,  castellated,  I  445. 

Castel-yate,  castle-gate,  HF.  1394. 

Catapuce,  s,  caper-spurge  {Euphorbia 
iMthyris),  84155. 

Catel,  s.  property,  wealth,  possessions, 
goods,  A  373,  54a 

Cause,  s,  cause,  i.  36;  A  419;  reason,  T. 
V*  5^;  pl^i  3.  46;  Cause  causinge, 
first  cause,  T.  iv.  839;  by  the  c,  that, 
because,  A  2488;  by  that  c,  because, 
T.  iv.  99;  Cause  why,  the  reason  why, 
T.  iii.  795;  the  reason  for  it  (was),  A 
4x44. 

Cauaeles,  adv.  without  cause,  F  835. 

Cave,  s.  cave,  HF.  70:  used  to  translate 
the  astrological  term  '  puteus,'  4.  119. 

Cavillacloun,  s.  cavilling,  D  S136. 

Celebrable,  adj.  celebrated,  B  4.  m  7.  30. 

Celerer,  s.  keeper  of  a  cellar,  B  3136. 

Celle,  s.  cell,  A  173, 1376. 

Centaure,  s.  centaury.  Centaur ea  nigra, 
B  4153- 


Centre,  s.  a  point  on  a  rete  representing 
a  star,  A.  i.  3X.  13. 

Ceptre,  s.  sceptre,  B  3^34,  3563. 

Cercle,  s.  HF.  791 ;  sphere,  16.  9. 

Cerclen,^<rr.  to  encircle,  T.  iii.  1767 ;  pr.  s. 
R.  1619. 

Cered,  pp.  as  adj.  waxed.  G  808. 

CeriaJ,  adj.  belonging  to  a  species  of 
oak,  the  Quercus  cerris,  A  3390. 

Ceriously,  ctdv.  minutely,  with  full 
details,  B  185.  Ducange  has  *  Seriose, 
fuse,  minutatim,  articulatim.'  From 
Lat.  series,  order. 

Certeln,  adj.  sure ;  Certeins,  pi.  certain, 
B  5.  p  5.  115;  cgold,  a  stated  sum  of 
money,  B  343;  c.  tresor,  a  quantity  of 
treasure,  B  443;  c.  yeres,  a  cenain 
number  of  years,  B  3367;  Certeyn,  a 
certain  sum,  a  fixed  quantity,  G  776. 

Certeln,  adv.  certainly,  indeed,  assuredly, 
A  375. 

Certes,  adv.  certainly,  R.  374, 439. 

Ceruce,  s.  white  lead,  A  630. 

Cese,  V.  cause  to  cease,  T.  i.  445 ;  put  an 
end  to,  4.  II.    See  Cesse. 

Cesse,  V.  cease,  B  1066;  c.  cause,  when 
the  cause  ceases,  T.  ii.  483 ;  c.  wind,  when 
the  wind  ceases,  T.  ii.  1388. 

Cetewale,  s.  setwall,  i.  e.  zedoary,  A  3307, 
B  1951.  O.  F.  atoal.  A  medicinal  sub- 
stance obtained  in  the  East  Indies, 
having  a  fragrant  smell,  and  a  warm, 
bitter,  aromatic  taste,  used  in  medicine 
as  a  stimulant.  (The  name  setwall  was 
also  given  to  valerian.) 

Ceynt,  s.  cincture,  girdle,  A  3335. 

Chatfare,  s.  bargaining,  I  851;  trafiic, 
G  X431;  trade,  A  4389;  merchandise, 
ware,  B  1475,  D  531;  matter,  subject, 

E2438. 
Chafiare,  ger.   to   trade,    barter,   deal, 

traffic,  B  139. 
Chalres,  s.pl.  thrones,  B  4.  m  3. 6. 
Chal&nfire,  v.\  pr.s.  \p.  claim,  F  1334; 

Chalaunged,  pt.  s.  arrogated,  B  3.  p  6.  36. 
Chalan8rlnfir»  i.  bdse  claim,  accusation, 

C364. 
Chalaundre,  s,  a  species  of  lark  {Alauda 

calandra),  R.  914 ;  pi.  R.  663. 
Chalice,  s.  cup.  I  87^. 
Chalk-stoon,  s.  a  piece  of  chalk,  G  1307. 
Chalons,^/,  blankets  or  coverlets  for  a 

bed,  A  4140.    Cf.  E.  shalloon. 
Chamberere,  J.  maidservant,  lady's  maid, 

D  300. 
Chambre-roof,  roof  of  my  room.  3.  s^. 
Champartye,  s.  equality,  participation 

in  power.  A  1949.    F.  champ  parti. 
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Chanon,  s.  canon,  G  573. 

Cbapelelne,  s.  chaplain,  A  164.  . 

Chapelet,  s,  fillet,  circlet  for  the  head, 
chaplet,  R.  563,  845,  908. 

Chapitre,  s.  chapter,  D  194c. 

Chapman,  j.  trader,  mercnant,  A  397; 
Chapmen,  pi,  B  135. 

Chapmanbede,  s,  bargaining,  B  1428; 
trade,  B  Z43. 

Char.  J.  chariot,  7.  24,  39, 40. 

Charbocle,  s.  cart>imcle  (a  precious 
stone),  Bao6i. 

Chargre,  j.  load,  burden,  R.  135a;  respon- 
sibility, 5.  507;  consideration,  A  1284; 
importance,  3.  894;  care,  A  733;  par- 
ticular note,  D  431 ;  a  heavy  thing, 
HF.  746;  weight,  L.  6ao;  consequence, 
L.  2383;  0/  that  no  ch.,  for  that  no 
matter,  it  is  of  no  importance,  G  749. 

Charfire,  v.  load,  L.  2x51;  command,  L. 
493!  PP'  burdened,  I  92;  bidden.  L. 
940. 

Chargreant,  adj,  burdensome,  B  2433. 

Char-hors,  pL  chariot-horses.  T.  v.  1018. 

Chaiit&ble,  adJ,  loving,  L.  444 ;  kind,  A 

143- 
Charltee,  j.  charity,  love,  T.  i.  49;  for 

seinte  ch.,  i.  e.  either  (i)  for  holy  charity ; 

or  (2)   for  the  sake  of  St.  Charity,  A 

1721,  B4510,  D  21 19. 
CharmeresseB,  /em,  pi.   workers  with 

charms,  HF.  1261. 
Chaste,   v,   to    chasten;   pp.  taught.  F 

491.    O.  F.  ehastier.    See  Chastyse. 
Chastesm,    s.    chestnut,    A    2922.     See 

Chesteynes. 
Ch&atiBlnsre,  s.  chastening,  i.  139. 
Chastyse,  v.  to  rebuke,  restrain,  B  3695 ; 

chasten,  i.  39.    See  Chaste. 
Chaunce,  s,  chance,  A   1752;   incident, 

3.  1285:  destinv,  3.  11 13;  luck,  G  593; 

'  chance,'  a  technical  term  in  the  game 

of  haiard,  C  653. 
ChaunerinfiT,  s.  change,  21.  17. 
Chaunteth,  pr.  s.  sings,  A  3367.  E  i8sa 
Chaunte-pleure,  title  of  a  song  upon 

grief  following  joy,  7.  320. 
Chaunterie,  s,  an  endowment  for  the 

payment  of  a  priest  to  sing  mass,  agree- 
ably to  the  appointment  of  the  founder, 

A  510. 
Chayer,  s,  chair,  B  3803;  throne.  B  i. 

■"  5-  3* 
Cheef,  adj.  chief,  3. 910, 911. 

Cheef,  s.  chief,  head,  L.  2109. 

Cheek,  s.  cheek,  i.  e.  cheekbone,  B  3228. 

Cheep,  s,  market,  price ;  to  greet  cheep, 

too    cheap,   D    523;    as  good  chep,  as 


cheaply,  T.  iii.  64Z ;  a  time  of  cheapness. 
HF.  1974. 

Cheea ;  see  Cheae. 

Cheeste,  $.  wrangling,  I  5^6.    A.  S.  ciaxt^ 

Chek,  J.  as  int.  check  (at  chess),  3.  659. 

Chekkere,  s.  chess-board,  3. 660. 

Chekmat,  checkmate,  T.  ii.754. 

Chelaundre,  R.  81 ;  see  Cnalaundre. 

Chep,  -e ;  see  Cheep. 

Chepe,^^.  to  bargain  (with  her),  D  968. 

Chere,  s.  face,  countenance,  T.  i.  14 ;  ]ook» 
mien,  R.  1014;  entertainment,  A  747; 
favour,  7.  108;  appearance,  19.  4;  be- 
haviour, A  149;  look,  glance,  sign,  T. 
i.  312;  good  cheer,  mirth,  A  4363; 
kindly  greetin£[.  4.  146;  show,  B  2377; 
kindly  expression.  E  1112;  doth  him 
chere,  maxes  him  good  cheer,  L.  2452 ; 
be  of  good  ch.,  be  of  good  cheer,  T.  i. 
879;  sory  ch.,  moumml  look,  D  588; 
Cberes,  pi,  laces,  R.  813;   looks,  T.  ii. 

1507. 
Cherl,  s,  churl,  boor,  fellow,  c  596;   L.. 

136;  slave,  I  463;  man  (in  the  moon)» 

T.  i.  1024;  pi,  violent  men,  fierce  men^ 

R.  88a 
Chortle,  s.  affection,  B  1526. 
CherublniieB,^^«.  cherub's,  A  624. 
'  Cheryse,  pi,  cherries,  R.  1376. 
Ches,  s,  chess,  3.  619,  652. 664. 
Chdse,  V.  choose,  5.  399,  400;  Cheest.^. 

s.  chooseth,  5.  623 ;  Chees.  i  pt.  s,  chose,. 

3. 791 ;  Chees,  pt.  s,  chose,  B  3706 ;  Chees, 

imp,  s.  choose,  L.  1449;  Cheseth,  imp, 

pi.  D  1232;  Chose, /^.  chosen,  3.  1004. 
Cneslzigre,  s.  choosing,  choice,  B  2305.  £ 

162. 
Cheste,  s,  chest,  casket.  T.  v.  1368 ;  box, 

trunk,  L.  510;  coffin,  D  502. 
Chesteynes,/)/.  chestnuts,  R.  1375. 
Chevauchee ;  see  Chlvachee. 
Cheve,  v. ;  m  phr,  yvel  mote  he  cheve 

=  ill  may  he  end,  or  ill  may  he  thrive, 

G  1225. 
Chevesaile,  s,  (ornamented)  collar  or 

neckband  of  a  gown,  R.  1082. 
Chevisaunce,    s.  borrowing.   L.  24^; 

ngreement  to  borrow,  B  1519;  dealing 

for  profit,  A  282. 
Chevise,  v.  re/l.  accomplish  (her)  desire. 

4.  289.    O.  F.  chevir. 
Chlderesse,  s.  a  scold,  R.  150. 
Chieftayn,  s.  captain,  A  2555. 
Chiertee,  s.  fondness,  D  396;   love.  F 

881. 
Chike,  s.  chicken.  R.  541. 
Chiknes,  pi,  chickens,  A  38a 
Child,  J.  young  man,  A  3325;    Childes- 
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pley,  child's  play,  E  1530;  Childe,  with, 

with  child,  L.  1333. 
Childhede,  s,  childhood,  R.  399. 
Childly,  adj,  childlike,  3. 1095. 
GhUlndre,  s,  cylinder,  portable  sun-dial, 

B  1396, 
Chimbe,  x.  rim  of  the  barrel,  A  3895. 
Gblznbe,  v.  chime  (as  a  bell),  A  3896. 
Gblxnenee,  s,  fireplace,  A  3776. 
Ghinche,  s,  niggard,  miser,  B  2793,  3809. 
Ghlncberye,    s.    niggardliness,   miserli- 
ness, B  379a 
Cblrcbe,  s,  church,  A  708,  2760. 
Ghlrche-hawe,   s.   churchyard,  I  964; 

p/.  I  801. 
Gblrche-reves,      pL      church-officers, 

churchwardens,  D  1306. 
Cblrketb,  ^r.  J.  chirps,  D  1804;  pres.pt, 

rustling,  B  i.  m  6. 10. 
Chirking,    s,    creaking,  grating   noises, 

A  3004.  I  605;  Chirkinges,//.  sbriekings, 

cries,  HF.  1^3. 
Chisels,  s,  scissors,  I  418. 
Cblt,  chides ;  /r.  j.  0/  Chyde. 
Chlteren,  v.  chatter,  prattle,  G  1397. 
Ghlterinsre,  s.  chattering,   chirping.  T. 

ii.68. 
Ghiv&chee,  j.  feat  of  horsemanship,  H 

50;  Cbevauchee,  swift  course  (lit  ride), 

4. 144.    O.  F.  chevauckee,  an  expedition 

on  horseback. 
Chlvaohye,  s.  a  military  expedition,  A 

Ghivalrye,  j.  knighthood,  the  accom- 
plishments of  a  knight,  A  45 ;  knightly 
conduct,  valour,  R.  1207 ;  L.  608 ;  troops 
of  horse,  cavalry,  company  of  knights, 
A  878. 

Gbofirh,  s.  chough.  5.  345. 

Choppen,  v.  strike  downwards,  knock, 
HF.  1834. 

Chose,  pp.  of  Chcse. 

Chuk,   s.   cluck,    'chucking'    noise.    B 

Chukketh,^.  s.  clucks,  B  4373. 
Chyde,  v.  chide,  T.  iii.  1433 ;  complain. 


F  650 ;  reproach.  T.  v.  1093 ;  Chit,  pr.  s, 

"         ;  Chi 

chid.  D  333. 


chides,  scolds,  G  931 ;  Cnidde,  i  pL  s. 


Chydester,  s.  (female)  scold.  E  1535. 
Cbydinflres,  //.  scoldings,  HF.  1038. 
ChyninsT,    oar.   gaping,    yawning,    B  i. 

p  6.  41.    A.  S.  ciitan,  to  gape  open. 
Ciolatoun,  s.  a  costly  kind  of  thin  cloth, 

B  1934. 
Cinamozne,  s,  cinnamon,  as  a  teim  of 

endearment,  sweet  one,  A  3699. 
Clnk,  num,  cinque,  five,  C  653. 


Cipres,  s.  cypress,  5.  179;  {coIUcttvtfy), 

cypresses,  R.  1381. 
Ctroumscryve,  v.  enclose,  comprehend, 

T.  v.  1865. 
Cltole,  s.  kind  of  harp,  a  stringed  instru- 
ment, A  1959. 
Citrinacloun,  s.  citronising,  the  turning 

to  the    colour  of  citron,  a  process  in 

alchemy,  G  816. 
Citryn,  adj.  citron-coloured,  A  2167. 
Clemiib.  pt.  s.  of  Climben. 
Clamour,  j.  A  995 ;  outcry.  D  889. 
Clsperes,  pi,  burrows  (for  rabbits),  R. 

1405. 
Clappe,  s.  thunderclap,  HF.  1040. 
Clappe,  J.  prating,  foolish  talk,  A  3144. 
Clappe,  V,  clap;  hence,  chatter,  prattle, 

G  965 ;  pr,  s,  knocks,  D  1581,  1584 ;  pr. 

pi.  talk  unceasingly,  I  406;    CTappeth, 

imp.   pi.    E  isoo;    Clapte.  //.   s.  shut 

quickly,  A  3740. 
Clappinsr,  s,  chatter,  idle  talk,  E  999. 
Clarioninsr,  s.  the  music  of  the  clarion, 

HF.  1342. 
Clarioun,  s,  clarion,  trumpet,  HF.  1340, 

1573. 1579- 
Clarree,  s,  clarified  wine,  wine   mixed 

with   honey  and  spices,  and  aiterM'ards 

strained  till  clear,  A  1471,  E  1807. 
Clasped,  pp.  fastened,  A  373. 
Clatereth,  pr.  s.  says  noisily,  B  3259; 

pt.  pi.  rattled,  A  3423. 
Claterinsre,  s,  clanking,  A  2492 ;  clashing, 

D  1865. 
Clause,    s.   sentence;    also,   agreement, 

stipulation,  T.  ii.  728 ;  in  a  clause,  in  a 

short  sentence,  briefly,  22.  38. 
Clawe,  V.  rub,  D  940 ;  ger,  to  scratch,  T. 

iv.  728;  ft,  s,  stroked,  A  4326;  Clew, 

I  pt.  s.  ruobed,  HF.  1702. 
Cleerly ,  tuiv,  entirely,  B  1566. 
Cleemesee,  s.  glory,  G  403. 
Clefte,^/.  s.  o/Clcve  (i). 
Cldne,  adj.  clean,  A  504;   unmixed,  B 

1 183. 
Cldne,  adv.  clean,  entirely,  wholly,  R.  1380. 
Clennesse,  s,  purity,  A  506. 
Clense,  v.  cleanse,  A  631. 
Clepen,  v,  call,  name,  A  643.  2730:  call 

out,  A  3577;  pr,  J.  D  103;  F  383;  men 

cl.,  people  call,  E  115;  Clepe  .  .  .  ayein 

{or  again),  v,  recall,  T.  li.  531;  pi.  s. 

called,    F    374;    Clepte,  //.    s,   called, 

R.  1331 ;  summoned,  B  2433 ;  Clept,  pp, 

named,  G  863. 
Clere,  adj.  clear,  R.  681;  bright,  3.  340; 

well-sounding.  3.347;  noble,  pure,  HF. 

1575- 
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Clere,  adv,  clearly,  A  170;  L.  139. 
Clere,  v.  erow  clear,  T.  ii.  2,  806 ;  ^er.  to 

frow  bnght,  T.  v.  519 ;  to  shine  clearly, 
•.773- 
Clerer,  adj\  comp.  brighter,  3.  82a. 

Clerfireon,  s.  a  chorister-boy.  B  1693. 
Clersrial,  adj,  clerkly,  learned.  G  75a. 
Clergye,  s.  learning,  D  1377. 
Clerk,  J.  clerk,  scholar,  student,  A  385; 

writer,  D  689. 
Clemesse,  s.  brightness.  L.  84. 
Cleve  (i),  V,  cleave,  cut,  split,  R.  859;  L. 

758;  Clefte,  //.  s,  split,  3.  7a;   Cloven, 

pp,  A  2934;   Clove,  pp,  cleft,  dimpled, 

K.  55a 
Cleve  (2),v.  adhere;  pr,pL^^^  zi.  iia. 
Clew,  i.  clew,  L.  2140. 
Clew,  PL  s.  of  Clawe. 
Cley,  J.  clay.  G  807. 
Cllfte,  s,  cleft,  L.  740;  chink,  B  4.  p  4. 

296. 
Cllket,  s,  latch-key,  E  2046,  2117,  ai2Z, 

213^. 

CliznbeD,  v.  climb,  F  106;  Clamb,//.  s, 

B  1987:  Qomb,  I  pt,  s.  climbed,  HF. 

1 118;  Clomben,^/.//.  climbed,  A  3636; 

Clamben,  pt,    pi,  climbed,  HF.   2151; 

Cloumben,  B  2590;  Clomben,  pp,  T.  i. 

215;    ascended,   B   4388;    Clombe,  pp, 

risen.  B  la ;  were  clonue^  hadst  climbed, 

B3502. 
CllziKmsr.  s,  tinkling,  B  3984. 
Cllppe  (i),  ipr,s,  embrace,  T.  iii.  1344. 
Clippe  (2),  V.  cut  hair,  A  3326. 
CllpplnfiTf  J.  embracing,  R.  34a. 
Clobbed,  adj,  clubbed,  B  3088. 
Cloisterer,  s,  resident  in  a  cloister,  A 

259,  3661. 
Clolaterlees,  adj,  outside  of  a  cloister,  A 

170, 
Cloke,  s,  cloak,  T.  iii.  738. 
Clokke,  s,  clock,  B  4044;  of  the  cl.,  by 

the  clock,  B  14. 
Clozn,  interj.  be  silent,  mum !  A  3638. 
Cloznbe,  -n ;  see  Cllmben. 
C166B,  adj,  close,  secret.  T.  ii.  1534 ;  closed, 

B  4522 ;  Clos.  closed,  R.  1675. 
C16oth,  s,  piece  of  clothing,    D    1633; 

infants'  clothing,  T.  iii.  733. 
CI08,  s.  enclosure.  B  4550. 
Closet,  s,  small  room,  T.  ii.  599.  1215. 
Closlngr.  s,  enclosure,  boundary,  R.  527. 
Closure,  s,  enclosure,  I  87a 
Clote-leef,  s,  a  leaf  of  the  burdock  or 

clote-bur.  G   577.    A.  S.  date,  a  bur- 
dock. 
Cl6th,  s.  cloth,  garment,  D  238 ;  clothes. 

D  1881. 


Clothen,  v    clothe,  T.  v.  1418 ;  Cladde^ 

//.  s,  clad,  T.  iv.  1690 ;  rejl,  clothed  him- 
self, 7.  145;  Cledde,  pt,  s,  T.  iii.  1521; 

Clad,  pp,  R.  409;  covered,  A  394;  ftir- 

nished,  3.  35a. 
Olothered,  //.  clotted,   coagulated,    A 

2745.     (Other  MSS.  c/otered,  chtred,) 
Clotnlees,  adj,  naked,  1 343. 
Cloud,  s.  sky,  T.  iii.  433. 
Clouznben ;  see  ClimDen. 
Clout,  s.  bit  of  cloth.  C  736;   patch,  R. 

458;  pi,  fragments,  E  1953;  rags,  C  348. 
Clouted,  pp,  patched  up,  R.  223. 
Cloven,^.  <>/ Cleve  (i). 
Clowes,^/,  claws,  HF.  1785. 
Clow-flrelofre,  pp,  clove,  the   spice  so 

called,  R.  1368;  Clowe-gilofre,  B  1952. 

Fr.  clou  de  girojlt, 
Clustred,  pp,  covered  with  clouds,  B  x. 

m  3.  6.     (Lat.  glomereuUur,) 
Clymat,  s.  a  belt  or  tone  of  the  earth 

included  between    two   given  lines    of 

latitude,  A.  ii.  39.  38 ;  //.  cones  of  lati- 

tude,  A.  i.  3.  4 ;  Clymates,  sets  of  almi- 

canteras  calculated  for  various  terrestrial 

latitudes,  A.  i.  14.  4. 
Cly  ven,  pr,  pi.  cleave,  keep,  B  3.  p  11. 115. 
Cly  ves,  pi,  ciifis,  L.  1470. 
Coaerulat,  pp.  clotted,  G  811. 
Cod,  s.  bag;  used  of  the  receptacle  of  the 

stomach.  C  534. 
Coempoioun,  s.  an  imposition  so  called^ 

lit.  joint  purchase,  the  buying  up  of  the 

whole  of  any  commodity  in  the  market^ 

B  I.  p  4. 9a 
Coft«,  s.  coffer,  chest,  L.  380 ;  money-box^ 

F  1571 ;  coffin,  5. 177. 
Cog-fire,  s.  cock-boat,  L.  1481. 
Cofrhe,  j^er.  to  cough,  T.  ii.  254. 
Colllons,  pi.  testicles,  C  953. 
Cok,  s.  cock,  5.  350 ;  thridde  c,  third  cock, 

A  4233. 
Cok  I  cok  I  the  noise  made  by  a  cock.  B 

4467. 
Cokenay,  s.  cockney,  effeminate  creature, 

A  4208. 
Cokewold,  s,  cuckold,  A  3152. 
Cokkel,  s.  cockle,  i.  e.  the  corn-cockle, 

Agrostemma  githago,  B  1x83. 
Cokkes,  corruption  <7/'Goddes,  H  9,  I  29. 
Cokkow,  s,  cuckoo.  HF.  243. 
C61,  s.  coal,  T.  ii.  1332 ;  Cole,  A  2692. 
Col-blak,  adj.  coaPblack,  A  2142. 
Cold,  adj.  cold,  A  420;  chilling  (often  in 

phr.  cares  colde),'T.  iii.  1260;  disastrous, 

B4446. 
Colde,  V.  grow  cold.  B  879.  F  1023. 
Coler,  J.  collar,  T.  v.  811;   Colers,  pi. 
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collars,  A  2152  (or  read  coUrd,  provided 

with  collars). 
Colera  (Lat.),  choler,  B  41 18. 
Colere,  j.  choler,  B  4136. 
Colerik,  adj,  choleric,  A  ^87.  B  4145. 
Col-fox,  J.  coal-fox,  fox  with  black  marks, 

B44oq. 

Collacioun,  s.  conference,  E  325. 
Collateral,  adj,  adventitious,  subordinate, 

r.  i.  262. 
Collect,  pp,  collected  in  groups,  F  1275. 
Col6ur,  s,  colour.  7.   173;   complexion. 

hue,  R.  213 ;  outward  appearance,  2.  66 ; 

pretence,  la  21 ;  excuse,  D  399 ;  //.  fine 

phrases.  HF.  859;    hues,  pretences    (a 

pun),  F  511. 
Colpons,  fl,    shreds,    bundles,  A  679; 

billets,  A  2867. 
Coltish,  adj,  lUce  a  colt.  E  1847. 
Coluznbyn,  tidj.  dove-like.  E  2141. 
Colver,  J.  dove,  L.  2319.    A.  S.  culfre. 
Combred,  pp.  encumbered.  B  3.  m  10. 9. 
Coznbre-world,  j.  one  who  encumbers 

the  world,  who  lives  too  long,  T.  iv.  279. 
Combust,  pp,  burnt.  G  811;  (quenched 

(as  being  too  near  the  sun),  T.  lii.  717. 
Come^  V.  come ;  come  thereby^  come  by  it, 

acquire  it,  G  1395 ;  Come,  ger,  to  come, 

future,  3.  708 ;  Coroestow,  comest  thou, 

L.  1887;    Cometh,  fr,  s.  as  fut,  shall 

come.  4.  11;   Comtn,  ^.  s,  comes,  B 

407 ;  Cam,  pt,  s.  came,  F  81 ;  Com,  pt.  j. 

3.  134 ;  Comen,  pt,  pi,  L.  1241 ;  Cdmen. 

//.  come,  4.  81 ;  ben  comen,  are  come,  B 

1 130;  Com  of,  i.  e.  seize  the  opportunity, 

be  quick,  T.  ii.  1738 ;  D  1602 ;  Cometh, 

imp.  pi.  A  83^. 
C6ine,  s,  coming,  G  343.    A.  S.  cyme. 
Cozn^die,  s.  comedy,  pleasant  tale,  one 

that  ends  happily,  T.  v.  1788. 
Comeveden,  2  pr,  pi.  as  2  pr,  s.,  didst 

instii?ate.  T.  iii.  17.    See  Commeveth. 
Coxnlily,  adv,  in  a  comely  way,  3.  848. 
Commeveth,  pr,  s.  moves,  induces,  T.  v. 

1783;  Commeve,  ^r.  J.  j«^*.  move,  T.  v. 

1386.  See  Commoeve,  Comeveden. 
Commoeve,  ger,  to  move,  influence,  B  4. 

P  4-  275- 

Commoevingre,  s,  moving,  disturbing, 
B  I.  m  4*  6. 

Commune,  ad/,  general,  common.  B  155 ; 
in  c,  commonly,  A  1261. 

Commune,  s,  the  commons,  £  70;  pi. 
commoners.  A  2509. 

Compaifirnable,  adj,  companionable,  B 
1194. 

Company e,  s,  compumy,  A  34;  com- 
panionship, 4.  219. 


Comparisoned,  //.  compared,  B  2.  p  7. 
118. 

Compas,  J.  circuit,  4. 137 ;  circlet,  wreath. 
R.  900;  circle,  A  1889;  a  very  large 
circle,  HF.  798;  circumference,  20.  5; 
enclosure,  orb,  world,  as  in  tryne  compas^ 
the  threefold  world  (earth,  sea,  and 
heaven),  G  45 ;  pair  of  compasses,  A.  ii. 
4a  13;  craft,  contriving,  HF.  462;  pi, 
circles  {or,  perhaps,  pairs  of  compasses). 
HF.  1302. 

Compasment,  s,  plotting,  contrivance. 
L.  14 16. 

Compasse,  v,  contrive,  R.  194 ;  planned, 
L.  14x4;  Compassed,  pp,  drawn  wiih 
compasses,  fashioned  circularly,  A.  i. 
18.  I :  planned,  L.  1543. 

Compasshi^r,  s.  dimension,  R.  1350 ;  con- 
trivance, A  1996. 

Compeer,  s.  gossip,  close  friend,  A  670 ; 
comrade,  A  4419. 

Compilatoar,  s.  compiler,  A.  pr.  70. 

C6mple3nit,  s,  a '  complaint '  or  ballad,  2. 

^43;  3.464. 

Complexioun,  s,   complexion,  A  333; 

temperament,  I  585 ;  the  (four)  tempera- 
ments. HF.  21. 

Compline,  s,  evening  service,  A  4x71. 

Compllsshen,  v,  accomplish,  B  4.  p  4. 24. 

Comporte,  v.  bear,  endure,  T.  v.  1397. 

Composlcloun,  s.  agreement,  A  848, 
2651. 

Compotent,  adj,  all-powerful,  B  5.  p  6. 

53- 
Comi>ouned,  >^.  composed,  HF.  1029; 

tempered,  L.  2585;  mingled,  HF.  2108; 

constructed,  drawn,  A.  pr.  11. 

Comprehende,  v.  take  (it)  in,  T.  iv.  891 ; 
take  in  (in  the  mind),  F  223;  pr,  s,  com- 
prises, I  1043. 

Comprende,  v,  comprehend,  contain,  T. 
iii.  1687. 

Comunalltee,  s,  empire,  B  4.  p  6.  402. 

Comune,  adj.  general,  common  to  all,  T. 
iii.  1415 ;  accustomed  to.  3.  812 ;  Comun 
profit,  the  good  of  the  country^,  5.  47,  75. 

Comune,  s,  a  common  share  in  a  thing, 
E  1313. 

Comjni,  s,  cummin,  B  2045.  '  A  dwarf 
umbelliferous  plant,  somewhat  resem- 
bling fennel,  cultivated  for  its  seeds.'  — 
Webster. 

Con,  imp,  s.  grant ;  Con  roe  thank,  grant 
me  thanks,  thank  me,  A.  pr.  62. 

Concelte,  s,  conception,  thought,  L.  1764 ; 
idea,  G  12x4 ;  notion,  T.  i.  996. 

Conclude,  v,  draw  a  conclusion,  B  14; 
include,  put  together,  G  429;  attain  to 
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success,  G  773;  ger,  to  summarize,  A 
1358 ;  Concluded,  pp.  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, E  1607. 

-Conolusioun,  s,  decision,  judgement,  A 
1845 ;  result,  successful  end  of  an  experi- 
ment, G  673;  purpose,  D  115;  moral,  L. 
2723;  reason,  F  492;  performance,  F 
1263;  result,  summary,  A  1743;  end  (of 
life),  HF.  103;  fiate,  22.  23;  oi  in  c„ 
after  all,  4.  257;  15.  4;  Conclusiouns, 
//.  mathematical  propositions,  theorems, 
A  3193. 

Gondys,  pi,  conduits,  R.  1414. 

Confedred,  pp.  rendered  confederates, 
conjoined,  2.  42,  52. 

Conferxne,  v.  confirm,  T.  ii.  1526. 

Conflrme,  ger.  B  4.  p  7.  oo  (but  an  error 
for  conforme  ;  Lat '  conformandae '). 

Confiteor, '  I  confess,'  I  386. 

Confiture,  s.  composition,  C  862.  Fr. 
confiture^  a  mixture,  preserve. 

'Gonforten,  v,  comfort,  E  1918 ;  pr.  s.  tn- 
courages,  A  2716 ;  ^r.^/.  strengthen,  1 652, 

Confounde,  v.  destroy,  1.40;  12.  10;  pp. 
put  to  confusion,  i.  5;  overwhelmed,  B 
100;  destroyed  in  soul,  G  137. 

CdntuBj  pp.  as  adj.  confused,  T.  iv.  356; 
convicted  of  folly,  G  463 ;  confounded, 
A  223a 

■Consreyen,  v.  give  us  our  congee,  tell  us 
to  depart,  T.  v.  479. 

Conjectest,  2  pr.  s.  supposest,  T.  iv.  1026. 

ConJectlngroB,  pi.  conjectures,  B  2598. 

Conloiningre.  -f.  conjunction,  G  95. 

Conjuracioun,  s.  conjuring,  I  603. 

•Conne,  v.  be  able,  L.  2044 ;  know,  T.  iii. 
83;  have  experience,  T.  i.  647;  know 
how,  T.  iii,  377;  con,  learn,  B  1730; 
Conne,  i  pr,  s.  can,  T.  ii.  ^9 ;  2  pr.  s.  subj. 
canst,  knowest  how,  T.  ii.  1497;  pr.  s. 
subj.  may,  A  4396 ;  i  pr.pl.  can,  are  able, 
B483;  know,  HF.  335;  Conne,  a  pr.  pi. 
can,  A 4123 ;  can  (do), T.  i. 776 ;  owe  (me 
thanks),  T.  ii.  1466;  Connen,  pr.  pi. 
know  how  to,  E  2438;  al  conne  A£, 
whether  he  ma^  know,  G  846. 

ConninfiT,  s.  skill,  knowledge,  L.  68,412; 
T.  i.  83 :  experience,  B  1671 ;  learning,  B 
2929. 

-GonninfiT,  adj.  skilful,  B  3690. 

GonnlnsroBt,  most  skilful,  T.  I.  331. 

Gonninsrly,  adv.  skilfully.  E  1017. 

GonBOcrat,  consecratetl,  B  3207. 

Gonsell,  s.  council,  B  204;  counsel,  B 
425;  secret  counsel,  A  1141;  secret,  A 
3504 ;  advice,  B  2211 ;  counsellor,  A 
1 147. 

Conaeile,  v.  counsel ;  pi.pl.  B  2554. 


Consentant,  adj.  consentient,  consenting 

(to) ,  C  276. 
Consentxik,  adj.  having  the  same  centre. 

A.  i.  17.  5 ;  tending  to  the  same  centre. 

A.  i.  16.  9 ;  at  the  same  altitude,  A.  ii.  3. 

Consequent,  s.  sequel,  result,  B  2577. 

Conaervatif ,  adj.  preserving ;  c.  iJu  seam, 
preserving  the  sound,  HF.  847. 

Conserve,  v.  keep,  preserve,  T.  iv.  1664. 

Conslst6i1e,  s.  council,  T.  iv.  65 ;  court 
of  justice,  C  162. 

Conspiracye,  s.  plot.  B  3889,  C  149. 

Constable,  s.  governor,  B  qi2. 

Constdblesse,  s.  constable  s  wife,  B  539. 

Constaunce,  s.  constancy,  I  737. 

Constellacioun,  s.  influence  of  the  stars. 
F781. 

Constresmethy  pr.  s.  constrains,  E  800; 
//.  s.  L.  105 ;  pt.  s.  rejl.  contracted  her- 
self, B  I.  p  I.  15 ;  pp.  constrained,  com- 
pelled, E  527.  F  764,  769. 

Constresmte,  s.  distress.  T.  iv.  741. 

Conatrde,  v.  divine,  make  out,  T.  iii.  33 ; 
ger.  to  translate,  B  17 18 ;  imp.  pL  inter- 
pret, L.  152. 

Consulers,  s.  pi.  consuls,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 

Consumpte,  pp.  pi.  consumed,  B  2.  m  7. 

27- 

Contafirlovis,  adj.  contiguous,  B  3.  p  12. 5. 
Contek,  s.  strife,  contest,  T.  v.  1479;  A 

2003. 
Contemplaunce,  s.  contemplation,    D 

^1893. 

Contenance,  J.  appearance.  F 1485;  show, 
B  2378 ;  gesture,  B  2227 ;  demeanour,  E 
924;  self-possession,  E  mo;  pretence, 
I  858 ;  /omd  his  c,  i.  e.  disposed  himself, 
T.  ilL  979 ;  //.  modes  of  behaviour,  R. 

lOOI. 

Contene,  v.  contain,  T.  iii.  503 ;  pi,  s,  held 

together,  B  3.  p  12. 40. 
Continued,  pp,  accompanied,  eked  out. 

I  1046. 
Contract,  pp.  contracted,  incurred,  I  334. 
Contralre,  adj.  contrazy.  R.  348;  TTi. 

212. 
Contraire,  s.  the   contrary,  HF.  1540; 

adversary,  2. 64. 
Contr^Uie,  adj,  contrary,  B  3964;   im  c, 

in  contradiction,  G  1477. 
C6ntrarle,  s.  contrary,  A  3057 ;  contrary 

thing,    HF.    808;    opponent,   A    1859; 

opposition,  T.  i.  418. 
Contr^Men,  v.  oppose,  F  705 ;  /iL  s.  gain- 
said, D  1044. 
Contrarlovis,  adj.  contrary,  adverse.  B 

2249;  pi.  B.  2311. 
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Contrarioufltee,  s.  contrary  state,  1 1077. 

Contree,  country,  R.  768;  fatherland, 
home,  B  2.  p  4.  lao. 

Contree-folky  people  of  his  country,  L. 
2161. 

Contree-houses,  //.  houses  of  his  coun- 
try, homes,  7.  35.     Lat.  domos  fatrias, 

Contree-wara,  to  his,  towards  bis 
country,  L.  2176. 

ContuDemial,  adj.  fi&miliar,  at  home 
with  (lit.  sharing  the  same  tent  with), 
I  760. 

Contumax^  adj.  contumacious,  I  402. 

Convenient,  adj.  fitting,  suitable,  I  421 ; 
pi,  suitable.  F  1278. 

Convers ;  in  convers,  on  the  reverse  side, 
T.  V.  1810. 

Conversacioun,  s,  conversation,  i.  e. 
manner  of  life,  B  2501. 

Oonverte,  v,  change,  T.  i.  308 ;  swerve, 
C  212;  ger,  to  change  his  ways,  T.  iv. 
1412 ;  to  change  her  mind,  T.  ii.  903. 

Convertible,  adj.  equivalent,  A  4395. 

Conveyen,  v.  introduce,  E  55 ;  /r.  s,  ac- 
companies, L.  3305;  //.  //.  conducted 
on  their  way,  A  2737. 

Convict,  pp.  overcome,  i.  86; 

Cony,  s.  rabbit;  Conies,  //.  R.  1404; 
Conyes,  pi,  5. 193. 

Cook,  J.  cook,  A  351 ;  Cokes,  pi.  C  538. 

Coomen,  pt.pl.  came,  B  1805. 

Cop,  s.  top,  A  554;  summit,  B  2.  m  4.  6; 
hill-top.  HF.  1166. 

Cope,  s.  cope,  A  260 ;  cape,  R.  408 ;  cloak, 
T.  iii.  724 ;  vault,  L.  1527. 

Coper,  s.  copper,  HF.  1487. 

Copie,  s.  copy,  T.  ii.  1697. 

Coppe,  5.  cup,  A  134,  F  942. 

CordfiTO,  C6rafire,  s.  heart,  spirit,  mind, 
disposition,  mood,  inclination,  R.  357, 
423.  849,  1302,  1614;  A  22;  courage,  B 
1970;  will,  desire,  B  3713;  impetuosity, 
I  655;  attention,  H  164;  spite,  R.  ici; 
encouragement,  R.  23 ;  of  his  c,  in  nis 
disposition,  F  33 ;  Corages,  pi.  disposi- 
tions, natures,  A  11. 

CorbetB,  pi.  corbels,  HF.  1304. 

Cordeth,  pr.  s.  agrees,  T.  ii.  1043. 

Cordewane,  s.  Cordovan  leather,  B  1933. 

Corfew-tsrme,  s.  curfew-time,  about  8 
p.m.,  A  3645. 

Corigre,  V.  correct ;  pr.  j.  B  4.  p  7.  39. 

Corxneraunt,  s.  cormorant,  5.  362. 

Cor  meum  eructavit,  D  1934.  See  Ps. 
xlv.  I. 

Com,  s.  grain,  A  563 ;  chief  portion,  B 
3144 :  Comes,  pi.  crops  of  com,  B  3335 ; 
grains  of  com,  HF.  698. 


ComemuBe,  s.  bagpipe,  HF.  1318.  Fr. 
cornemuse. 

Comiculere,  s.  registrar,  secretary,  G 
369.  Lat.  comicuiariuSf  a  r^istrar, 
clerk  to  a  magistrate. 

Corny,  adj.  applied  to  ale,  strong  of  the 
com  or  malt,  C  315,  456. 

Corone,  s.  crown,  garland,  E  381;  Co- 
roune,  crown,  garland,  3.  58;  C6roiin, 
crown.  L.  316;  the  constellation  called 
'  the  Northern  Crown,'  L.  3324. 

Corosif ,  adj.  corrosive,  G  853. 

Coroumpinfire,  s.  corruption,  B  3.  p  12. 
82. 

Cor6uned,  pp.  crowned,  B  3555. 

Corpus,  s.  bcKiy,  A  3743 ;  Corpus,  the  body 
(e.  g.  of  Christ),  B  3096;  Corpus  Domi" 
nus,  false  Latin  for  corpus  Domini,  the 
body  of  the  Lord,  B  1625;  Corpus 
Madrian,  the  body  of  St.  Mathurin, 
B  3082;  Corpus  bones,  an  intentionally 
nonsensical  oath,  composed  of  *  corpus 
domini,*  the  Lord's  body,  and  '  bones,' 

C314. 
Correccioun,  s.  fine,  D  \tvj. 
Comunpable,  adj.  corruptible,  A  3010. 
Comuni>eth,  pr.  s.  becomes  corrupt,  L. 

2237 ;  pt.  s.  corrupted,  I  819. 
Corrupcloun,  s.  destroyer,  5.  614. 
Cora,  s.  body,  L.  676,  876 ;  corpse,  T.  v. 

742. 
Corse,  pr.  s.  subj.  curse,  E  1308. 
CorsedneBse,  s.  abomination,  T.  iv.  994. 
Corseynt,  j.  a  saint  (lit.  holy  t>ody) ;  esp. 

a  shrine,  HF.  117.    O,  F.  cors  seint. 
Conunpe,  v.  become  corrupt,  B  3.  p  zi. 

58.    See  Corrumpe. 
Corve,  -n;  see  Kerve. 
Cosin,  s.  cousin.  A  1x31;  as  adj.  akin, 

suitable  to,  A  742,  H  210;  Cosins  ger- 

mayns,  cousins-german,  first  cousins,  B 

3558. 
Cosinag'e,  s.  kinship,  B  1336, 1339. 
Cost  (i),  s.  expense,  A  193,  313. 
Cost    (s),  s.  choice,   condition;    Nedes 

cost,  ot  necessity  (lit.  bv  condition  of 

necessity),  L.  3697.    Icel,  >toj/!r,  choice, 

condition,  state. 
Costaffe,  s.  cost,  expense,  B  1335, 1563. 
Coste,  s.  coast.  B  1626;   region,  D  933; 

Costes,  pi.  parts  of  the  sky,  A.  i.  19.  10. 
Costeyinfir,^«j./<ir/.  coasting,  R.  134. 
Costlewe,  adj.  costly,  I  415.    Cf.  Icel. 

kostlifcr. 
Costrel,  s.  flask,  kind  of  bottle.  L.  3666. 
Cote,  s.  cot,  E  398;  dungeon,  A  3457. 
Cote,  s.  coat,  jacket  (for  a  roan),  A  103. 

338;    skirt,    petticoat,  or  gown    (for  a 
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woman).  R.  296;  fl,  coats,  surcoats,  or 
coats-of-arms  (see  oelow),  HF.  133a. 

Cote-arxnure,  coat-armour,  coat  shew- 
ing the  arms,  coat-of-arms,  T.  v.  165 1. 

Couche,  V,  lay  down,  place;  cower,  E 
i9o6 ;  pt.  s,  laid  in  order,  placed,  5.  az6 ; 
G  1 157;  M  set,  placed,  laid,  A  2933, 
321 1 ;  beset,  begemmed,  A  2x61. 

Coucliinfir»  -r.  laying  down,  letting  the 
astrolabe  lie  flat  on  the  ground,  A.  iL 
29.  29. 

Coude,  I  pt,  s,  could,  was  able,  L.  116; 
knew  how,  3.  517;  pt,  s.  knew.  3.  667, 
loia ;  understood,  R.  179 ;  as  amx.  could, 
R.  175 ;  Coude  her  good,  knew  what  was 
for  Dido's  advantage,  L.  1182;  Coude 
no  good,  knew  no  good,  was  untrained, 

?.  390;  Coudj*/.  known,  3.  787;  learnt, 
1041.    See  Oan,  Oonne. 
CounaeU,  s,  advice.  A  784;   secrets,  A 

665 ;  Counseyl,  secret,  5.  348. 
Oounte,  I  pr.  s.  account.  11.  29;  pt.  s,  3. 

718. 
Oountenaunoe,  s,  appearance,  show,  A 

1926 ;  looks,  appearance,  G  1264 ;  shew- 
ing favour,  3. 1022 ;  demeanour,  R.  814 ; 

pretext,  A  4421 ;  //.  looks.  R.  1309. 
OountlnfiT-Dord,  s.  counting-house  table, 

B1273. 
Countour  (i),  s,  arithmetician,  3.  435; 

auditor,  A  359. 
Ck>untour  (2),  s,  abacus,  counting-board, 

3.  436 :  counting-house,  B  1403. 
Oountour-ho\is,   j.  counting-house,  B 

1267. 
Oountrepelse,  v.  render  equivalent,  HF. 

1750 ;  countervail,  T.  iii.  1407. 
Oountrepleted,  pp.  made  the  subject  of 

pleadings  and  counter-pleadings,  argued 

against,  L.  476. 
OouQtretaille,  s,  lit  countertally,  L  e. 

correspondence  (of  sound)  ;  a/  the  ^ .,  in 

reply,  E  1190. 
Countre watte,  pr.  s.  sufy\  keep  watch 

over,  I  1005 ;  watch  against,  B  2509. 
Coupable,  mIj.  culpable,  blameworthy, 

B  2731, 1  414. 
Coupe,  s.  cup.  L.  1 1 22. 
Ck>ured,  //.  s.  cowered,  R.  465. 
Coura,  s.  course.  T.  ii.  970;  life  on  earth, 

G  387 ;  orbit,  A  24C4. 
Courser,  s.  horse.  T.  ii.  loii ;  pi.  steeds, 

A  2501. 
Court,  s.  court,  A  140 ;  manor-house,  D 

2162. 
Courtepy,  an  upper  short  coat  of  a  coarse 

material,  R.  220:  A  290.  D  1382. 
Oourt-znan,  s,  courtier,  E  1492. 


Couthe,  I  //.  s.  could.  R.  513 ;  knew,  3. 
800;  knew  how.  A  390;  Couth,  pp. 
known,  T.  iv.  61 ;  Couthe,  pp.  pi.  well- 
known,  A  14. 

Couthe,  adv.  in  a  known  way,  manifestly, 
HF.  757. 

Coveltyee,  s.  covetousness,  A  3884,  C 
424 ;  bodily  craving,  I  8x9 ;  lust.  I  336. 

Covenable,  adj.  fit,  proper,  fitting,  suit- 
able, 18.  25;  agreeable,  B  4.  p  6.  394; 
congruous.  B  3.  p  12. 179. 

Covenably,  adv.  suitably,  fitly,  B  2423. 

Covent,  J.  convent,  conventual  body,  B 
1827,  D  Z863. 

Coverchlef,  s.  kerchief  worn  on  the  head, 
D  590: //.A  453. 

Covercle,  s,  pot-lid,  HF.  79a. 

Covered,  pp.  covered,  A  354 ;  recovered 
from,  healed  of,  L.  762. 

Covertly,  adv.  secretly,  R.  19. 

Coverture,  s.  disguise,  R.  1588;  Cover- 
tures. //.  coverings.  I  198. 

Covetour,  s.  one  who  covets,  4.  262. 

Covyne,  s,  deceitfiilness,  A  604.  *  Cnnms, 
a  deceitful  agreement  between  two  or 
more  to  the  prejudice  of  another ;  * 
Cowel,  Law  Dictionary. 

Cow,  s.  chough,  D  232.    See  Chogrb. 

Coward,  adj.  cowardly,  5.  449. 

Cowardye,  s.  cowardice,  A  2730. 

Cowardyse,  s.  cowardice,  T.  iv.6oa,  v.4ia. 

Coy,  adj.  quiet,  A  119;  shy,  L.  1548. 

Coye,  V.  quiet,  calm,  cajole,  T.  ii.  801. 

Coynes,  //.  quinces,  R.  1374.  O.  F.  caim, 
quince. 

Crabbed,  adj,  shrewish,  cross,  bitter,  B 
1203. 

CracchinfiT,  s.  scratching.  A  2834. 

Craft,  s.  cunning.  C  84;  skill,  T.  i.  665: 
art.  R.  687 ;  trade,  occupation,  3.  791 ;  A 
692;  secret,  mystery,  R.  1634;  might,  B 
32^8;  contrivance,  F  249. 

CndttUy^  adv.  artfully,  in  a  studied  man- 
ner, T.  li.  1026 ;  skilfully,  B  48. 

Crafty,  adj.  skilful,  clever,  A  1897 ;  sensi- 
ble^ 3.  439. 

Craketn,  pr.  s.  utters  boldly,  A  4001 ; 
sings  in  a  grating  tone  (like  a  corn- 
crake). E  i8qo. 

Crampissheth,  pr.  s.  draws  convulsively 
together,  contracts,  7.  171.  Cf.  'Deth 
crampishitf^  into  their  hert  gan  cr^pe ;  * 
Lydgate,  Falls  of  Princes,  bk.  i.  c  9. 
Cf.  O.F.  erampir, '  fitre  tordu ; '  Godefroy. 

erased,  pp.  cracked.  G  934. 

Creant,  adj.;  seiik  creant,  acknowledges 
himself  beaten.  I  698.  Probably  short 
for  recreant. 
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Great,  pp.  created,  16.  a ;  B  2203. 
Creaunce,  s.  credence,  beliei,  creed,  B 

915 ;  object  of  &ith,  B  34a 
Creaunce,  v,  borrow  on  credit,  B  1479 ; 

pr,  J.  borrows,  B  1493 ;  pp.  B  1556. 
Creep,  pt.  s.  of  Crepe. 
Crek.eBfp/.  crooked  devices,  wiles,  A  4051. 

See  CreeJb,  j.  (1),  §  7,  in  the   New  E. 

Diet 
Crepe,  v,  creep,  3. 144 ;  Creep,  pt.  s.  crept, 

A  4226 ;  Crepten,  pt.pl.  D  1698 ;  Cropen, 

pp.  crept,  T.  lii.  loii. 
Orepul,  s.  cripple,  T.  iv.  1459. 
Crepusculls,  s.  pL  twilights,  durations 

of  twilight,  A.  ii.  6.  rubric, 
Crevaoe,  j.  crevice,  crack,  HF.  2086. 
Crinkled,/^,  full  of  turns  or  cranks,  L. 

201a. 
Crips,  adj.  crisp,  curly,  HF.  1386;  Crisp, 

R.824. 
Crlsten,  adj.  Christian.  B  222,  1679. 
Cristendom,  s.  the  Christian  religion,  B 

351 ;  Christianity,  G  447. 
Cnstenly,  adv.  in  a  Christian  manner,  B 

1 122. 
Cristianitee,  s.  company  of  Christians,  B 

544* 
Groce,  s.  staff,  stick.  D  484.    See  Crose, 

(  2,  in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Crola,  s.  cross,  i.  60. 
Croked,  adj.  crooked,  R.  926;  crooked 

(things),  13.  8;  'tortuous,'  A.  ii.  28.  32. 
Crokes,  pi,  crooks,  hooks,  L.  64a 
Orokke,  s.  earthenware  pot,  13.  la. 
CrommeB,  s.  pi.  crumbs,  G  60. 
Crone,  s.  crone,  hag,  B  432. 
Cronique,  s.  chronicle,  B  4398. 
CrooB-lyne,  s.  cross-line,  the  line  from 

right  to  left  through  the  centre,  A.  i. 

12.7. 
Crop,  s.  top,  sprout,  new  twig,  T.  ii.  3^8 ; 

crop  and  roU^  top  and  root,  everything, 

T.  V.  1345 ;  Croppes,  pi.  tree-tops,  ends 

of    branches,    CL     1396;    new    shoots, 

A  7. 
Cropen,  pp.  of  Crepe. 
Croper,  s.  crupper,  G  566. 
Cros,  J.  cross,  i.  82;  Crois,  i.  6a 
Oroslet,  s.  crucible,  G  11^7. 
Crouche,  i  pr,  s,  mark  with  the  cross  (to 

defend  from  elves).  A  3479;  E  1707. 
Croude,  V.  push,  HF.  2095  '•  P^-  ^'  ^P-  ^'^^ 

prrss,  dost  push,  B  296. 
Crouke,  s.  pitcher,  jug,  A  4158. 
Croun,  5.  crown  (of  the  head),  A  4041; 

(referring  to  the  tonsure),  B  1499. 
Crouned,  pp.  crowned,  R.  ia66 ;  supreme, 

F526. 


Croupe,  s,  crupper,  D  1559. 
CrouperoB,  //.  cruppers,  I  4^ 
CrowdlnflTf  -r.  pressure,  motive  power,  B 

...599. 

CroySy  s.  cross,  A  699, 4286. 

Orul,  adj.  curly,  A  3314 ;  pi.  A  81.  Friesic 
krul^  curly. 

GrydeBtow,  didst  thou  cry  out,  A  1083 ; 
pp.  proclaimed,  HF.  2107. 

Cryin^TOy  '•  outcry,  A  906. 

Cryke,  s.  creek,  A  ^09. 

CuctLrbit^B,  s.  pi.  cucurbites,  G  794. 
'Cucurbite,  a  chemical  vessel,  originally 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  gourd,  but  some- 
times shallow,  with  a  wide  mouth,  and 
used  in  distillation.'  —  Webster. 

Culpa  mea,  i.  e.  I  acknowledge  my  fault, 
T.  ii.  525. 

Culpe,  s.  guilt,  blame,  I  ^. 

Culter,  J.  coulter  (ofa  plough),  A 
3763. 

Cunningr*  adj.  skilful,  a.  97. 

Cunninsr,  s.  skill,  5. 167, 487. 

Cuppe,  s.  a  cup,  F  616. 

Ouracloun,  s,  cure,  healing,  B  3463 ;  mode 
of  cure,  T.  i.  791. 

Curat,  s.  parish-priest,  vicar,  A  219  (the 
words  vicar  and  curate  have  now,  practi- 
cally, changed  places). 

Cure,  s.  cure,  remedy,  T.  i.  469 ;  charge, 
B  2.  p  3.  32 ;  diligence,  A  1007 ;  attention, 
A303 ;  heed,  care,  2.82 ;  endeavour,  B 188 ; 
careml  purpose,  HF.  1298;  supervision, 
D  133  \  I  do  MO  cure,  I  care  not,  L.  152 ; 
fylk  in  his  cure,  depends  on  his  care  for 
me,  L.  1 176 ;  did  his  besy  cure,  was  busily 
employed,  ^.  369 ;  his  lyves  cure,  the  ob- 
ject of'^his  thoughts  always,  4. 131 ;  honest 
cure,  care  for  honourable  things,  C  557 ; 
in  cure,  in  her  power.  B  230. 

Curiosltee,  s.  curious  worKmanship,  HF. 
1178;  intricacy,  18.  81. 

Curio\iB,  adj.  careful,  attentive,  B  1433; 
eager,  R.  icKa ;  skilful,  A  577 ;  delicately 
made,  A  196;  magical,  F  1120. 

Curroura,  t.  pi.  runners,  couriers,  HF. 
2128. 

CursednesBe,  s.  abominable  sin,  wicked- 
ness, C  276,  400;  shrewishness,  E  1239; 
malice,  B  1821. 

CurtelB,  adj,  courteous,  hence,  compas- 
sionate, I  246 ;  courteous,  R.  538. 

Curtelsye,  s,  courtesy,  A  46, 132. 

Custume,  s.  custom.  D  682 ;  pi.  payments, . 
I  752;  imports.  I  567. 

Out,  s,  lot,  A  835,  845,  854. 

Cutte,  V,  cut,  C  954 ;  Cutted,  pp,  cut  short,. 
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D. 

Daf,  s,  foolish  person,  A  4208. 
DafiTsred.  ad/,  tagged,  cut  into  hanging 

peaks  at  the  lower  edge,  I  421. 
Dasrerlnfire,  s.  a  cutting  into  tags,  I  418. 
Dasron,  s.  small  piece,  D  1751. 
Dalf ,  //.  s.  of  Delve. 

DaUaunce,  s.  gossip,  A  211 ;  playful  de- 
meanour, favour.   la.  8;  //.  dsuliance, 

toying,  C  66. 
Damagreous,  adj,  injurious.  I  438. 
Dame,  j.  mother,  C  684;  dam,  A  3260; 

madam,  A  3956;  goodwife,  D  1797. 
Damlselle,  s,  dfamsel,  R.  1240;  fL  R.  1622. 
Dampnacioun,  s.  condemnation,  C  500 ; 

curse,  D  1067. 
Dampne,  ger,  to  condemn,  L.  40X ;  //.  A 

1 175, 1342;  damned,  I  191. 
Dan,  J.  yfor  Dominus),  lord,  sir,  a  title  of 

respect,  HF.  161;   B  3982;  Daun,  HF. 

137- 
Dappel-srray,  adj.  dapple-gray,  B  2074. 

Dar,  \pr.  s.  dare,  A  1151;  Darst,  apr,  s. 
darest,  T.  i.  768 ;  B  860 ;  Darstow,  ciarest 
thou,  L.  1450;  Dorste,  i  //.  s.  durst, 
might  venture  (to),  L.  20C4.;  //.  s.  A 
227 :  Dorstestow,  wouldst  thou  dare,  T. 
i.  767;  I  pf,  s,  sufy',  might  dare,  2.  60. 
See  Durre. 

Dare,  pr,  pi.  doze,  B  1293. 

Darketh,  pr.  s.  lies  hid,  L..  8x6. 

Darreyne,  ^^.  to  decide  one's  right  to, 
A  1853}  to  decide,  A  1631;  to  decide 
your  claims  (to),  A 1609.  O.  F.  deraisnier. 

Dart,  s.  dart,  6.  40 :  (given  as  a  prize  in  an 
athletic  contest),  D  75. 

'DBJBwexif^t.pl.  dase,  are  dazzled,  H  31; 
pp.  confused,  HF.  658.  O.  F.  daser 
(Godefroy). 

Date-tree,  s.  date-tree,  R.  1364. 

Daun ;  see  Dan. 

Daunce,  s.  dance,  R.  808;  play,  T.  iv. 
1431 ;  set,  company,  HF.  639 ;  the  newe  d., 
the  new  dance,  T.  ii.  553 ;  the  oldt  d.,  the 
old  game,  the  old  way  of  love,  A  476,  C  79. 

Dauncen,  v.  dance,  A  2202. 

Daunfirox*t  •*•  disdain,  R.  1524;  imperious- 
ness,  7.  186;  liability,  A  1849;  sparing, 
stint,  R.  1 147;  power,  control,  R.  1470; 
Power  to  harm  j^personified) ,  L.  160; 
in  d.,  within  his  jurisdiction,  under  his 
control,  A  663 ;  in  Air  d.,  at  her  disposal, 
R.  Z049;  wUA  d.,  sparingly,  charily,  D 

521. 
DaunfirerouB,  adj.  forbidding,  sparing,  A 
517;  niggardly,  U  1427;  grudging,  hard 


to  please,  R.  1482. 1492 ;  reluctant,  D  514 ; 
inhospitable,  R.  490. 
Daunten,  v.  tame,  subdue,  R.  880;  /r.  s. 
T.  ii.  399,  iv.  1589;  pp.  frightened,  D 

^463- 

Dawe,  V.  dawn.  B  3872,  E  1832. 

Dawenlngre,  s.  dawn,  A  4234,  B  4072. 

Dawes,  s.pl.  days,  F  1180. 

Dawinff,  s.  the  Dawn  (Aurora),  T.  iii. 

1466. 
Dawnlngr,  s.  dawn,  3.  292. 
Day ,  J.  day,  A 19 ;  dme,B3374;  appointed 

time  for  repaying  money,  G   X040;  ott 

a  day,  one   day,  some   da^,  R.  1493; 

Dayes,  p/.  appointed  days  ror  payment, 

F  1^68, 1575 ;  lifetime,  B 118 ;  nawadayes, 

at  this  time,  £  1164. 
Dayerye,  s.  dairy,  A  597;  pi.  D  871. 
Dayesye,  s.  daisy,  L.  182, 184,  218. 
Debaat,  s.  strife,  A  3230,  B  2867 ;  war,  B 

Z30;  mental  conflict,  3. 1x92;  quarrelling, 

T.  ii.  753. 
Debate,  v.  fight,  war,  B  2058 ;  quarrel,  C 

412. 
Debonair,    adj.    calm,    benign,   gentle, 

I  658;  Debonaire,  fern,  well-mannered 

B  406X ;  gracious,  courteous,  R.  797 ;  as 

s.  kind  person,  3.  624. 
Debonairely,     adv.    meekly,     I     660; 

graciously,  3.  851,   X284',   with  a  good 

grace,  HF.  20x3;   courteously,  3,  518: 

T.  ii.  X259. 
Debonairetee,   s.    gentleness,    I    467 ; 

graoiousness,  6.  108. 
Deoeivable,  adj.  deceitful,  X5.  3 ;  E  2058. 
Declamed,//.^/.  discussed,  T.  ii.  X247. 
Declinadoun,    s.   declination,   angular 

distance  N.  or  S.  of  the  equator,  E  2223, 

Fxp33. 
Declyneth, /r.  s.  turns  aside,  B  4.  p  6. 

195:  ^^*  ■'•  possesses  declination,  A.  ii. 

19.  12. 
Declyninsre,  €ulj.  sloping,  B  5.  m  x.  19. 
Decoped,  ^.  lit.    'cut  down';    hence. 

pierced,  cut  in  openwork  patterns,  R. 

843. 
Ddde,  dead ;  see  Dddd. 

Ddde,  ger,  to  grow  dead,  become  stupe- 
fied. HF.  552. 

Deden,  pf.  pi.  did.  T.  i.  82.    See  Doon. 

Dedicat,  pp.  dedicated.  1 964. 

Deduyt,  J.  pleasure,  A  2177. 

Deed,  s.  deed,  act ;  Dede,  dot.  1.  45 ;  B 
1999;  <^  dede,  indeed,  A  659,  B  35x1: 
wUA  the  dede,  with  the  act  thereof,  D 
70  ;  Dede,  pi.  fA.  S.  dada),  5.  82. 

Dedd,  adj.  dead,  R.  2x5;  dead,  livid  (of 
hue),  R.  44X ;  /or  d.,  as  dead,  T.  iv.  733 ; 
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Dede.  def,  L.  876;  d,  slept,  heavy  sleep, 
3.  127;  Dcde.  //.  sluggish,  5.  187; 
Tooundes  dede,  deadly  wounds,  3.  121 1. 

Ddddly,  adj.  mortal,  I  99;  dying.  L.  885 ; 
deathlike,  3.  16a. 

Ddddly,  adv.  mortally,  G  ^6. 

Dddf ,  adj,  deaf,  T.  i.  753 ;  Deve,  pL  G  a86. 

Deel,  s,  part, 'IL  1074;  never  a  deei,  not 
at  all,  I  1007 ;  not  a  bit,  HF.  331 ;  every 
deely  every  whit,  wholly,  T.  ii.  590 ;  Deel, 
pi.  times.  6.  35 ;  Del.  part,  R.  38 ;  share. 
3.  looi ;  every  d„  every  whit,  A  1825 ; 
€che  a  du  every  whit.  T.  iii.  694 ;  a  greet 
del,  to  a  large  extent,  A  415 ;  very  often. 
3.  1159;  no  del,  no  whit.  T.  i.  1089; 
never  a  d,,  not  a  whit,  3.  543. 

Deer,  s,pl,  animals,  B  1926. 

Dees,  //.  dice,  T.  ii.  1347,  iv.  1098. 

Dees.  s.  dais.  HF.  1360, 1658. 

Deeth,  s.  death.  B  3567;  pestilence, 
plague.  T.  i.  483;  the  deeth,  the  pesti- 
lence (with  special  references  to  the 
pestilences  of  1349,  1361,  and  1369).  A 
605. 

Defame,  s.  dishonour,  B  3788,  C  612. 

Defaute,  s.  fault,  22.  56;  foult  (as  a 
hunting  term) ,  3.  384  {were  on  a  defauie 
y-falle,  had  a  check) ;  lack,  defect, 
want.  3.  5,  25.  223:  sin.  B  3718,  C  370. 

Defence,  s,  resistance,  L.  1931;  hin- 
drance, R.  Z142;  covering,  5.  273;  pro- 
hibition, T.  iii.  138 :  denisu,  D  ^67. 

Defendaunt,  x. ;  in  his  d,,  in  defending 
himself,  in  self-defence,  I  572. 

Defende,  ger,  to  defend,  B.  2631;  to 
forbid,  G  1470. 

Defet,  pp,  exhausted  (lit  defeated),  T. 
V.  618 ;  cast  down,  T.  v.  1219. 

Detfendeth,  pr.  s,  forbids.  I  651 ;  pp,  I 
600. 

Defoulen,  v.  trample  down,  hence,  defile. 
F  1418:  pp.  trampled  down.  I  191; 
defiled.  T.  v.  1339:  disgraced.  B  4.  m 
7.  47  (Lat  turpaius). 

Define,  z  pr.  s.  pronounce,  declare.  T. 
iv.  39a 

Degrree.  j.rank,  5. 453 ;  condition.position. 
A  1841 ;  step,  K.  485;  footstep,  B4.  m  i. 
42 ;  horizontal  stripes,  B  i.  p  i.  38 ;  of  the 
zodiac.  F  386 ;  at  'lowe  degree,  R.  863 ; 
at  alle  degrees,  in  every  way.  A  3724. 

Degysd,  adj,  elaborate,  I  417. 

Desryalnesse,  s.  elaborate  style,  I  41^ 

Desryainge,  s.  elaborate  ornamentation, 

1425- 
Dekne,  s.  deacon.  I  891. 

Del;  see  Deel. 

Delen,  ger.  to  have  dealing  with.  A  247 ; 


Dele.  ger.  to  have  dealings,  T.  iii.  32a ; 
to  deal,  L.  1158;  v.  argue,  T.  ii.  1749: 
Deled,  pt.  pi.  had  intercourse,  L.  1517 ; 
Deled,  pp.  apportioned,  D.  2249. 

DeUberen,  v.  deliberate,  consider,  T.  iv. 
160 ;  pt.  s.  deliberated,  B  2916. 

Delicaoye,  s.  amusement.  B  3669;  wan- 
tonness, 9.  ^8. 

Delicat,  ad;,  delicious,  E  1646 ;  delicate. 
E  682 ;  dainty.  I  432. 

Dellcea,  s.  pi.  delights,  B  2602;  tender 
feelings,  B  2.  p  4.  78;  sinful  pleasures, 
B  3.  p  7. 1. 

DellciouB,  adj.  giving  delight,  T.  v.  443. 

Deliolouflly,  aat.  luxuriously,  E  2025. 

Deniable,  adj.  delightful.  R.  z^;  de- 
licious, R.  137 z ;  //.  delightful,  t  899. 

Delitably,  ath.  pleasingly,  B  4.  p  z.  2. 

Delitoua,  adf.  delicious.  R.  489. 

Deliver,  adj.  quick,  active,  A  84. 

Delivere,  v.  set  free,  Z3. 7 ;  do  away  with, 
T.  iii.  Z012 ;  ger.  to  set  free  (after  a  legal 
decision),  5.  Q08. 

Dellverly,  adv.  nimbly,  B  4606 ;  quickly, 
T.  ii.  Z088. 

DelivemeBse,  s.  activity,  B  2355. 

Delphsrxi,  s.  the  constellation  Dolphin, 
HF.  Z006. 

Delte,  //.  s.  of  Delen. 

Delve,  V.  dig,  A  536;  Dalf,  i  pt.  s.  dug, 
B  5.  p  z.  99;  Dolve,  pt.  s.  suit',  had 
digged,  B  5.  p  I.  87 ;  Dolven,  pp.  buried. 
3.  222.    A.  S.  del/an. 

Delyoes,  s.  pi.  delights,  pleasures.  C  547, 
G  3 ;  fiavourites  (Lat.  delieias) ,  B  2.  p  3. 

74. 
Delyd,  adj'.  delicate,  fine,  B  z.  p  z.  23. 

O.  F.  delU. 
Delyt,  s.  delight,  joy,  3.  606;  pleasing 

ornamentation,  L.  ZZ99. 
Delytable,  adj.  delightful,  L.  32Z. 
Delyte,  v.  delight,  please.  5.  27;    re/. 

take  pleasure,  5.  66 ;  Delyte  me,  z  pr.  s. 

delight,  L.  3a 
Delyto\is,  adj.  delicious.  R.  90. 
Demaunde,  s.  question,  T.  iv.  1694,  v. 

859. 
Deme,  v.  judge,  Z4.  6;  decide,  conclude. 

T.  ii.  371;  suppose,  4.  Z58;  give  a  ver- 
dict, G  595 ;  Demen,  v.  deem,  judge,  A 
3z6z ;  decide,  B  3045 ;  z  pr.  s.  condemn, 
D  2024 :  decree,  C  Z99 ;  suppose,  E  753 ; 
Demeth,  imp.  pi.  judge,  decide,  L.  453; 
suppose,  A  3Z72. 

Demeine,  v.  manage,  HF.  959. 

Deznesme,  s,  dominion,  B  3855. 

Dezzioniak,  s.  madman,  D  22401 
I  Demozistracloun,  s.  proof.  HF.  727. 
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Deznonstratif,  adj,  demonstrable,  D. 
2272. 

Denticle  y  s.  pointer,  A.  i.  23.  i.  See  Al- 
znury. 

Denye,  v.  refuse,  T.  U.  1489;  Deneyed, 
pp,  denied,  B  3.  p  la  16. 

Depardleux,  ta/erf,  on  the  part  of  God, 
by  God's  help,  T.  li.  1058, 1212. 

Depu^,  V,  separate,  part.  7.  285 ;  sever, 
T.  ii.  531:  divide,  1  1006;  imp,  s.  dis- 
tinguish, T.  iii.  404. 

Departingre,  s,  dividing,  I  425,  1008; 
departure,  ^.  675 ;  separation,  4.  25. 

Depe,  adv.  deeply,  3. 16^ ;  7.  8. 

Depesmted,  //.  depicted,  L.  1035; 
painted,  R.  478 ;  stained,  T.  v.  15^. 

Dapper,  adv,  comp,  deeper,  T.  li.  485; 
B63a 

Depraven,  pr,pl,  calumniate,  4.  907. 

Depresaioun,  s,  the  angular  distance  of 
the  southern  pole  from  the  horizon,  A. 
il.  25. 10. 

Dere,  adi,  dear,  i.  99 ;  4.  147. 

Dere,  aav,  dearly,  i.  86 ;  x8.  26. 

Dere,  i.  dot,  deer,  R.  1453. 

Ddre,  v.  injure,  harm,  T.  i.  651.  A.  S. 
derioH, 

DerellxxfiTj  s,  darling.  A  3793. 

Derk,  adj,  dark,  R.  Z009;  inauspicious, 
4. 120;  as  s.  inauspicious  position,  4. 122. 

Derke,  s.  darkness,  gloom,  3.  609. 

Derkeat,  adJ,  suptrL  darkest,  B  304. 

Derkly,  adv,  darklv.  HF.  51. 

Derknesse,  s,  darkness,  B  1451. 

Deme,  adj,  secret,  A  3200, 3^8. 

Derre,  adv,  camp,  more  dearly,  T.  i.  136, 
174 ;  A  1448. 

Derth.  s,  dearth,  HF.  1074. 

Denrveth,  pr,  s,  is  derived,  A  3006. 

Desceivaunce,  s.  deception,  B  3.  p  8. 53. 

Descendoun.  s,  descension,  A.  ii.  4.  ^5. 
The  technical  signification  seems  to  be 
—  the  'house'  or  portion  of  the  sky 
just  above  the  western  horizon,  so  that 
a  planet  in  his  descension  is  about  to 
set. 

Descdnaories,  s.  pi,  G  7^  '  Descenso- 
ries,  vessels  used  in  chemistry  for  extract- 
ing oils  per  descensum  ;  *  Tyrwhitt 

Desceme,  v,  discern,  T.  iv.  20a 

Descharsre,  pr,  s,  subi,  disburden,  I  36a 

Deaclaundred,  pp,  slandered,  B  674. 

Deacryve,  v,  describe,  R.  705 ;  HF.  1105. 

Deadeyn,  s.  disdain,  contempt,  A  789. 

Daaert,  s,  merit,  4.  31 ;  pi,  merits,  T.  iii. 
1267. 

Deserte.  ad^,  lonely,  HF.  417. 

Deservedeat,  3/iL  s.  didst  deserve,  C  216. 


Desespaired,  pp.  in  despair,  6. 7. 
Deseapeir.  s.  despair,  T.  i.  605,  ii.  6. 
Deeeaperaunoe,  s.  hopelessness,  T.  ii. 

^530. 1307. 

Desherite,  ger,  to  disinherit,  B  3025. 

Deshoneatee,  s.  unseemliness,  I  833. 

D68lr6U8,  adj.  ambitious,  9.  59:  ardent, 
F23. 

Deslavee,  cuij,  foul,  I  629;  inordinate, 
unrestrained,  I  834.  '  Deslavi,  pp.  non 
lav6,  crasseux,  sale ; '  Godefroy. 

Deaordeynee,  adj.  unregulated,  inor- 
dinate, I  818,  915. 

Deaordlnat,  adj.  inordinate,  I  415. 

Despaired,  pp,  sunk  in  despair,  a.  91 ;  T. 
V.  713. 

Deapence,  s.  expense,  D  1874;  expendi- 
ture, money  for  expenses,  B  105. 

Deepende,  v,  spend.  T.  iv.  921 ;  %pr,s, 
wastest.  B  2121 ;  pp.  spent,  A  3983. 

Deapendoura, //.  spenders,  u  2843. 

DeepenaeB,  pi,  expenditure,  B  2842. 

Deaperacioun,  s.  despair,'  i.  ai. 

D6apito\ia,  adj,  spitenil,  R.  173;  angry, 
jealous,  D  761 ;  merciless,  A  5x6;  scorn- 
ful, A  1777,  I  39$. 

Despitously,  adv,  soomfullr,  B  3785; 
angrily,  A  4274;  maliciously,  B  605; 
cruelly,  E  w. 

Deaplayetn,  pr,  s.  spreads  open,  A  966. 

Desponeth,  ir.  s.  disposes,  T.  iv.  964. 

Deaport,  s,  diversion,  merriment,  amuse- 
ment, T.  i.  593 ;  B  2x58. 

Desporte,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  1^98. 

Despoyled,  pp.  robbed,  I  66^. 

Despyt,  s.  malice,  spite,  T.  1.  207;  con- 
tempt, disdain,  D  1876;  scorn,  L.  373; 
malice,  L.  1771;  ill-humour,  I  507;  a 
deed  expressing  contempt,  B  3738:  m 
d,  o/i  in  contempt  of,  5.  281 ;  sn  your  d., 
in  contempt  of  you,  B  1753 1  i»  lusd.,  in 
scorn  of  him,  L.  134. 

Dearay,  s.  confusion,  I  927. 

Desaeveraunce,  s.  separation,T.  iii  1424. 

Destemperaunoe,  s,  inclemency,  B  3. 
p  II.  X3a 

Deetempred,  pp.  distempered,  I  8aS. 

Destinal,  adj.  feital,  B  4.  p  6.  173;  pre- 
destined, B  4.  p  6.  ixa 

Deatourbe,  ^tfr.  to  distuit);  tL  of,  to 
disturb  in,  C  340;  pr,  s.  hinders,  I  576; 
interrupts,  B  21^. 

Deatourbinff ,  s,  trouble,  z8. 44. 

Deatrat,  pp.  distracted,  B  3.  p  8. 19. 

Deetre3nie,  v.  distress,  T.  iii.  1528 ;  ger. 
constrain,  force,  H  i6x. 

Deatroubled,/s».  disturbed,  3. 524. 

Deayringre,  a4f.  desirous,  B  2767. 
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Determinate  adj,  determinate,  exact, 
fixed.  D  1459;  properly  placed  (on  the 
astrolabe),  A.  ii.  18  (rubric). 

Ddtermyne,  v.  come  to  an  end.  T.  iii. 
379;  Determined,  pp,  settled,  B  5.  p 
4.9. 

Dette,  J.  debt,  L.  541 ;  A  380. 

Dettelees,  adj,  free  from  debt,  A  582. 

Dettour,  j.  debtor,  B  1587,  D  155. 

Deus  hie,  God  (be)  here,  D  1770. 

De  ve,  //.  of  Deer,  deaf. 

Devil,  J.  L.  2493 ;  wheU  d.,  what  the  devil, 
L.  2694 ;  how  a.,  how  the  devil,  T.  i.  623 ; 
a  d,  meye,  in  the  way  to  the  devil,  in 
the  devil's  name,  A  3134;  a  twenty  devil 
way,  in  the  way  of  twenty  devils,  i.  e. 
to  utter  destruction,  L.  2177;  an  excla- 
mation of  petulance.  A  37x3, 4257. 

Devoir,  s.  duty,  T.  iii.  1045 ;  A  2598. 

Devyn,  j.  astrologer.  T.  L  66. 

Devyne,  v.  guess,  T.  v.  288 ;  ger,  T.  iii. 


Devynereaee ,  s,  female  diviner, T.  v.  1532. 

DeyyB,  s.  contrivance,  R.  1413;  suppo- 
sition, R.  651;  direction,  A  816;  at  his 
d,,  according  to  his  own  wish,  R.  1326; 
at  point  d,,  with  great  exactness  or 
exactitude,  R.  830 ;  Devyses,  //.  heraldic 
devices,  badges.  L.  1272. 

Devyse,  v.  to  relate,  tell,  describe,  T.  iii. 
41 ;  A  34 ;  recommend,  T.  ii.  388 ;  devise, 
suggest,  ordain,  L.  437;  plan,  L.  1453; 
ger.  to  tell,  describe,  5.  398;  to  relate, 
A  994;  to  frame,  E  739;  to  tell  of,  T.  i. 
277  ;  fr.  s.  narrates,  describes,  5.  317; 
pr.  pL  imagine,  discourse,  F  261;  pp. 
described  to,  told,  R.  476. 

Devyslnff ,  s,  arrangement,  A  2496. 

Dewe,  adj.  due,  I  867. 

Dextrer,  s.  3.  courser,  war-horse,  B  2103. 
Fr.  destrier,  a  war-horse.  Low  Lat. 
dextrarius.  The  squire  rode  his  own 
horse,  and  led  his  master's  horse 
beside  him,  on  his  right  hand. 

Deye,  s,  dairywoman,  B  4036.  I  eel. 
deigja. 

Heye,  v.  die,  5.  469,  651 ;  Deyde,  pt.  s.  A 
2846;  Deyed.  pp.  R.  456;  Deyde,  pt.  s. 
subj.  should  die,  A  3427. 

Deyen,  ger.  to  dye,  to  dip,  B  4.  m  6. 14. 

Desdn^e,  s.  death,  B  1850;  lay  on  deying, 
lay  a^dying,  B  3906. 

Deyne,  v.  deign,  7.  231;  Deyneth  him, 
pr.  s.  he  deigns,  7.  181;  L.  395;  him 
deyned,  he  deigned,  B  3324,  4371 ;  hir 
deyned,  she  deigned,  4. 39. 


I  Deyno\is,  adj.  scornful,  A  3941. 

Desrntee,  s.  worth,  vsdue,  D  208;  took 
lesse  d.  for,  set  less  value  on.  7.  143 ; 
a  peculiar  pleasure,  B  139;  pleasure, 
F681, 1003 ;  Deyntees,^/.  dainties,  A  346. 

Dejrntee,  s.  as  adj.  dainty,  pleasant,  rare, 
T.  V.  438 :  good,  A  168. 

Deyntevous,  adj.  dainty,  E  265. 

Days,  s.  dais,  platform,  the  high  table 
in  a  dining-hall,  A  370,  2200. 

Dlademe,  s.  diadem,  crown  of  An  em- 
peror, 14. 7. 

DUlpred,  pp.  as  adj.  variegated,  diver- 
sified with  figures,  A  2158. 

Dlch,  s.  ditch,  A  3964. 

Dlchen,  v.  make  a  dyke  round,  L.  708 ; 
pp.  provided  with  a  moat,  A  1888. 

Dlde,  Dldest ;  see  Doon. 

Dlete,  s.  diet,  daily  food,  A  435. 

Dlffamaoioun,  j.  defamation.  D  1304. 

Dlffame,  x.  ill  report,  E  540,  730. 

Dlffame,  ger.  to  dishonour,  HF.  158 1 ;  v. 
cry  down,  D  2212. 

Dimnloloun,  s.  clear  exposition,  D  25. 

Dlfflnlsahe,  pr.  s.  subj.  define,  B  5.  p 
1-36. 

DliEbiltlf ,  adj.  definite,  final,  C  172. 

DUfUBloun,  s.  prolbcity,  T.  iii.  296. 

Dltfye,  I  pr,  s.  defy,  spurn,  D  1928. 

Dlf^ne,^^.  define,  state  clearly,  5.  529 ; 
^  pr.pl.  conclude.  HF.  344. 

DlflTOfluble,  adj.  easy  to  be  digested,  A 

Dlfirnte,  v.  prepare,  L.  1288;  prepare 
(himself),  L.  zooo;  Dighte  me,  prepare 
myself  to  go,  B  3104;  ordain,  place, 
T.  iv.  1188;  lie  with,  D  767:  ^A  j.  rejl. 
hastened,  betook  himself.  T.  ii.  948; 
lay  with,  D  ^98;  Dight,  pp.  arrayed, 
equipped,  T.  iii.  1773;  served,  H  312; 

grepared,  R.  941 ;  prepared  him  to  go, 
;  3719;  Dighte,  pp.  pi.  prepared,  L. 
261 1.  ^A<  S.  dihtan;  from  Lat.  dictare. 

DlfiTOe*  adj.  worthy,  T.  i.429;  honourable, 
"^noble,  B  1x75.  C  605;  suitable,  B  778; 
proud,  disdainful.  A  517:  scornful,  re- 
pellent, A  3964. 

Dignely,  adv.  scornfully,  T.  ii.  1024. 

Dl^xdtee,  s.  worth,  dignity,  C  701.  782; 
rank,  E  47a  Dignity,  in  astrology, 
signifies  the  advantages  which  a  planet 
has  when  in  a  particular  position  in 
the  zodiac,  or  in  a  particular  position 
with  regard  to  other  planets  (Bailey). 

DUatadoun,  j.  diffuseness,  B  232. 

Dllufire*  i*  deluge.  I  839. 

Dixit,  s.  stroke,  HF.  534. 

Direct,  adj,  directed,  addressed,  18.  75; 
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in  directe,  in  a  line  with,  A.  ii.  44.  96. 

A  planet's  motion    is    direct  when    it 

moves   in   the   same  direction  as  the 

sun  in  the  zodiac. 
Directe,  i  fr,  s,  address,  T.  v.  1856. 
Disavaunce,  v.  defeat,  T.  ii.  511. 
Diasventure,  s,  misfortune,  T.  ii.  415. 
Dlsblameth,   imp,  pi,   free  (me)  from 

blame,  T.  ii.  17. 
DiscoTvlnsr,  s,  deception,  R.  1^90. 
DlBChevele,  adj,  witn  (his)  hair  hanging 

loosely  down,  A  683;  with  hair  in  dis- 
order, L.  13x5. 
Disclplyne,   s,  bodily   mortification,    I 

1052. 
Disclaundre,  s,  reproach,  T.  iv.  564; 

slander,  I  633. 
Disconflture,  s,  defeat,  A  1008;  grief, 

7.326. 
Diaconfort,  $,  discouragement,  discom- 
fort, A  2010;  grief,  woe,  T.  iv.  311. 
Dlsconforten,  v,  discourage,  A  2704. 
Dlscordable,  discordant,  T.  iii.  1753. 
Diflcordsnces,  j.  pi,  discords,  I  275. 
Discorden,  pr,  pi,  disagree,  B  4.  p  6. 

208. 
Dlscordinfire,  adj.  different,  B  3.  p  2. 14a 

(Lat.  dissidentes,) 
Discovered,  pp,  revealed.  G  1468. 
Discovert,  pp,  uncovered;  at  </.,  when 

unprotected,  I  714. 
Dl8cryve,t;.  describe,  T.  v.  267 ;  Discreven, 

V.  T.  iv.  802. 
Dlscure,  V,  reveal,  discover,  3.  549. 
Discussed,  pp.  discussed,  5.  624 ;  driven 

away,  B  i.  m  3.  i. 
Dlsdesm,  s.  disdain,  R.  296. 
Disencreseth,  pr,  s,  decreases,  B  5.  p 

6.85. 
Disese,  s.    discomfort,  grief,  misery,  4. 

216,  277;  T.  il.  987;  sorrow,  7.  226:  dis- 
pleasure, T.  ii.  147;  disease,  ill,  HF.  89; 

inconvenience,  I  609;  distress,  B  616; 

unrest,  F  1314. 
Disesen,  ^er,  to  trouble,  T.  iii.  1468 ;  v, 

vex,  T.  iv.  130A;  distress,  T.  i.  573. 
Disesperat,  ad^'.  without  hope,  HF.  2015. 
DlsflfiTurat,  adf.  disguised,  5.  222. 
Disflg'tire,  s.  disfi^rement.  D  960. 
Dlsflfirtbre,    v,   disguise,    L.    2046;  pp, 

changed,  A  1403. 
Dlserressioun,  di^ssion,  T.  i.  143. 
Disg'yse,  ^tr.  to  disgfuise,  T.  v.  1577. 
Disherited,  pp.   disinherited,   deprived, 

L.  1065. 
Dish-metes,  pi.  spoon-meat,  broth,  I  455. 
Dishonest,  adj,  unfaithful,  H  214;  Dis- 

honeste,  shameful,  E  876. 


Dlsjosrnt,   s.   faulure,  A  9963;    difficult 

position,  B  1601 ;  dot,  peni,  T.  iii.  496, 

V.  1618. 
Dismal,  s.  unlucky  day.  3. 1206. 
Dlsmembred,^/.//.  dismembered,  1591. 
Dlsmembrinsre,  s.  dismembering,  I  591. 
Disobeysaunt,  adj,  disobedient,  5. 429. 
Dlsordenaimce,   s.  violation  of  rules, 

HF.27. 
DlexMLrasre,  s.  dispace,  E  908. 
Disparts,  v,  dishonour,  A  4271;  pp, 

misallied,  D  1069. 
Dlspelre  yow,  imp,  pi.  despair,  E 1669. 
Dlepence,    s.   expenditure,   expense.  A 

441;    what  I  spend,  D  1432;  cost,  B 

1195;  lavish  help,  HF.  260;  Dispenses, 

//.  expenses,  R.  1144. 
Dlspende,  v.  spend.  B  3500 ;  pp.  spent, 

shared,  B  2560. 
Dlspeyred,  adj,  despairing.  F  1084. 
Dlspftous,  adj,  spiteful,  R.  156;  T.  iii. 

X458;    grievous,   sad,  T.  v.  199;    Dis- 

pit6usS,  voc,  pitiless,    T.  ii.   435;    de/. 

fern,  cruel,  3. 624. 
Dispftously,  o^.  angrily,  A  X124;  spite- 
fully, T.  V.  1806;  cruelly,  HF.  161. 
Dlsplesant,  adj,  displeasing,  I544.  697. 
Dlsplesaunce,  s.  displeasure,  T.  iii.  480; 

offence,  C  74 ;  Displesances,  //.  annoy- 
ances, C  490. 
Dlsi>one,  imp.  s,  dispose,  T.  v.  300;  pr.  s, 

disposes,  onlers,  regulates,  B  4.  p  6.  60. 
Disport,  s,  sport,  pleasantry,  A  137, 775 ; 

amusement,  diversioun,  D  839 ;  pleasure, 

B143;  sport,  4. 177. 
Disports,  ger,  to  amuse,  HF.  571;  to 

exhilarate,  T.  ii..i673;  v.  cheer,  T.  iii. 

1133 ;  pr.pl.  sport,  play,  E  2040. 
Disposed,  pt,  s.  purposed,  E  244;  pp, 

disposed,  T.  ii.  682;  ready,  T.  iv.  330; 

ivel  d.f  in  good  health  (the  reverse  of 

indisposed),  H  33. 
Dlsposicioun,  s.  disposal,  T.  ii.  526,  v.  2 ; 

position,  A    1087;    frame   of  mind,  B 

2326. 
Dlspoyllnfire,  s.  spoil,  B  4.  m  7.  32. 
Dlspreisen,  ^^.  to  disparage,  R.  1053: 

V.  blame,  B  2261 ;  pres,  pi,  depreciating, 

B  2741. 
Dlsprelslzige,  s.  blame,  I  497 ;  contempt, 

B2876. 
Dlsputlsoun,  J.  argument,  £  1474;  dis- 

£ute.  B  4428,  F  890. 
ipyt,  s.  despite,  scorn,  L.  x822;  dis- 
dain, HF.  1716;  vexation,  R.  1487;  in 
d.  of,  in  spite  of,  HF.  1668. 
Dlsserveth,  pr,  s,  deserves,  I  756. 
Dissever,  v.  part,  2.  1x5;  17. 15;  ger.  to 
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part.  G  87s;  /^.  separated.  B  4.  p  3. 

19. 
Diflseveraunoe,  s.  severine,  B  3.  p  11. 64. 
Dlaahevele,  A^'.with  hair  flowing  down. 

K,  235.    See  Dlaohevele. 
DisBlmulen.  v.  dissimulate,  T.  i.  32a.  iii. 

434* 
DlBWlmiilinge,  /.  dissimulation,  dissem« 

bling,  T.  V.  1613.  G  1073. 
Diasimulour,  s.  dissembler.  B  4418. 
Disslaimdred.  /^.  de&med,  L.  1031. 
DlsaolTeth.  /r.  j,  puts  an  end  to.  B  a. 

DistantBi  oify',  pi,  distant ;  evetu  distatt/g, 
equidistant,  A.  i.  17.  53. 

Dlstemperaunoe.  s.  inclemency,  I  431. 

Dlstempre,  adj.  distempered,  furious.  B 
4.  p  3. 125. 

Dlstempre,  v,  vex.  B  2496;  imp,  s.  be 
out  of  temper.  D  2x95. 

Diflteyne,  v,  stain,  bedim,  dull,  L.  255. 

DlfltlnflTwed,/^.  distinguished,  B  2.p  5.75. 

Dlstourbe.  v.  disturb.  T.  iv.  563;  (to) 
interfere  with,  T.  iv,  934 ;  prevent,  T.  iv, 
iip3.    See  Destourbe. 

Dlstreyne,  v.  constrain,  A  z8i6;  get 
into  his  grasp,  clutch,  ao.  6;  imp,  s, 
constrain,  T.  v.  596 ;  Distreyneth,  pr,  s, 
secures,  clutches,  grasps,  5.  337 ;  afflicts, 
F  820 ;  pp,  misled.  T.  ii.  840 ;  assessed, 
taxed,  I  752, 

DlBturbeo,  pp,  altered,  T.  ii.  622. 

Dlstume,  v,  turn  aside,  T.  iii.  718, 

Ditee,  J.  ditty,  song,  B  3,  p  i,  2;  //.  HF. 
62a.    See  Dyte. 

Diume,  adf,  diurnal.  E  1795. 

Divers,  aaj.  diverse,  various,  3. 653 ;  dai, 
different,  2.  17. 

Diversely,  adv,  in  different  ways,  R. 
1699. 

Dlversltee,  s,  variety,  T.  v.  1793. 

Dlvlnlstre,  j.  theologian,  A  2811. 

Dlvlsloun,  s,  distinction,  A  1781 ;  differ- 
ence, 10.  33 ;  0/  my  d,,  under  my  influ- 
ence, 4.  973. 

DlvynaUes,  //.  divinations,  I  605. 

Dlvynen,  v,  guess,  T.  iii.  458;  i  pr,  s, 
declare,  12. 19 ;  pres,  pt,  guessing,  A  25x5. 

Dlvynlngre,  s,  opinion,  A  2531. 

Dlvynls,  pi,  theologians.  A  1323. 

Dlvynour,  j.  seer,  soothsayer,  B  5.  p 

3-I49- 
Do ;  see  Doon, 

Doctour,  s,  doctor,  A  411;  (i.e.  St  Au- 
gustine), C  117;  theologian,  I  85;  pi, 
teachers,  D  1648. 

Dofirerel,  adj,  doggrel,  B  2115. 

Dofir^e,  i.  dog,  D  1369.  E  20x4. 


Dofirhter,  s,  daughter,  L.  1x4;  B  151; 
Doghtren,  pi,  L.  1963 ;  Doughtren,  pL 
T.  iv.  22. 

Dolnares,//.  deeds,  L.  1681. 

Doke,  s,  duck,  5.  498, 589 ;  A  3576. 

Dokke,  s,  dock  (plant).  T.  iv.  46X. 

Dokked,  pp,  cut  short,  A  59a 

Dolve,  Dolven:  see  Delve. 

Domb,  adj.  dumb,  HF.  656. 

Domesday,  s,  doom's  day,  HF.  X384. 

Domesmeui,  s,  judge,  B  3680, 1  594. 

Domlnacloun,  s,  power,  A  3758;  do- 
minion, C  560:  chief  influence,  F  353; 
supremacy,  H  18  x. 

Dominus;  see  Corpus. 

Domtu  Dedali,  the  labyrinth  of  Daedalus,. 
HF.  199a 

Don,  imp,  s,  don,  put  on,  T.  ii.  954. 

Don,  Done ;  see  Doon. 

Dongr-carte,  s.  dung-cart,  B  4326. 

Dongreoun,  s,  keep-tower,  A  xa57. 

Donne,  adj,  pi,  dun,  dusky,  T.  ii,  908; 
dun-colourea,  5. 334. 

Doom,  s,  judgement,  F  928;  opinion,  B- 
3127;  sentence,  decision:  kir  d.^  the 
decision  passed  on  them,  5. 308 ;  Dome,. 
dot,  opinion,  T.  i.  100;  judgement,  HF. 
1905 ;  C  637 ;  to  my  d.,  in  my  opinion.  R. 
901;  stonae  to  the  d.,  abide  by  the  de- 
cision, 5.  546;  Domes,  pi.  judgements, 
A  323. 

Doon,  V,  do,  execute,  A  960 ;  do,  3.  194 ; 
act,  B  90 ;  cause,  B  3618 ;  doon  us  honge, 
cause  us  to  be  hung,  C  790;  don  her 
companye^  accompany  her,  4.  125;  leei 
don  cry  en  ^  caused  to  be  cried,  F  46 ;  Do, 
V,  cause,  T.  iv.  1683;  use.  B  2204;  fulfil. 
B  1653 -,  make,  3.  145;  do  werche^  cause 
to  be  built,  G  545;  L)one,^^r.  to  do,  T. 
i.  xoa6 ;  what  to  done,  what  is  to  be  done,. 
3. 689 ;  /or to  done,  a  fit  thing  to  do,  I  63; 
to  be  done,  L.  1597 ;  Doon,^*r.  to  do,  A 
78.  768:  to  commit,  I  90;  to  cause,  R. 
1 178 ;  to  force,  J.  221 ;  to  don,  from  doing, 
B  4.  p  6.  323 ;  Do,  ger,  to  make,  3.  1260; 
to  cause,  T.  ii.  loaa ;  to  commit,  I  129 ; 
Doost,  2  pr,  s,  makest,  C  312;  Dostow, 
doest  thou,  L.  315 ;  Dooth,  pr.  s,  causes. 
A  2396 :  Doth,  pr,  s,  makes,  2. 7 ;  causes, 
6.  21:  Doth  forth,  continues,  E  10x5; 
Doon,  pr.pl,  do,  A  268 ;  Do,  imp.  s.  make. 
H  12 ;  bring  (it)  about,  A  aM)5 ;  cause,  G 
32;  ^Aiur^/.  cause  meto be  nung.G  1029; 
do  fecche,  cause  to  be  fetched,  B  66a ;  do 
wey,  put  away,  lay  aside,  G  487;  take 
away,  A  3287 ;  do  stryken  Air  out,  cause 
her  to  be  struck  out,  D  X364 ;  do  come, 
cause  to  come,  B  2035 ;  Dooth,  imp, pi.  do 
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ye,  C  745, 1  Z05 ;  or  doaik,  pray  do,  F  458 ; 
Didcst.  a  pL  s.  didst,  T.  iu.  363;  Didc, 
pt,  s,  did,  3. 373 ;  caused,  R.  607 ;  put  on, 
B  ao47*,  aide  htm  drawe^  caused  to  be 
drawn,  B  1823 ;  dide  don  sUen,  caused  to 
be  slain,  caused  (men)  to  have  them 
slain  {sUem,  like  doHf  is  in  the  infin. 
mood),  D  2042 :  did4  of,  took  off,  3. 516; 
Dide,  pt  s,  subf,  should  do,  F  1404; 
Diden,  //.  pL  made,  2a.  98 ;  /A  //.  subj. 
should  do,  L.  723;  Doon,  pp.  done, 
I.  54;  past,  ended,  3. 40;  doon  to  detht^ 
<lone  to  death,  U  889:  doon  make, 
caused  to  be  made,  E  253;  Math  doon 
yaw  kepi,  has  caused  you  to  be  pre- 
served, £  1098 ;  doon  ther  write,  caused 
to  be  written  (or  described  there),  R. 
413 :  don  to  dye,  done  to  death,  murdered, 
R.  1063 ;  Do,  pp,  done,  L.  957 ;  ended.  E 
2440. 

Dore,  s.  door,  R.  537,  A  ^50 ;  out  at  d„  out 
of  doors,  D  17^7,  H  306. 

Dormant,  s.  tdble  dormant,  a  permanent 
side-table,  A  353. 

Dorre,  Dorrlnsr ;  see  Durre,  Durrlnff . 

Borate ;  seeDar. 

Dortour,  j.  dormitorv,  D  1855. 

Doseyn,  s.  a  dozen,  A  578. 

J>oaaer8,  pi.  baskets  to  carry  on  the  back, 
HF.  Z940. 

Dostow,  doest  thou,  D  239. 

J>otard,  adj.  foolish,  D  991. 

Dote,  V.  dote,  grow  foolish,  L.  261  a; 
Doten,  act  foolishly,  G  983. 

Doth,  pr,  s,  causes,  R.  389 ;  Doth . . .  carie, 
causes  to  be  carried,  A  3410;  makes,  F 
1257 ;  imp.  pi,  do  ve,  B  2785.  See  Doon. 

DouDle,  aaj.  twofold,  4.  109;  deceitful, 
HF.  285. 

Doublenease,  j.  duplicity,  7. 159;  9. 63. 

Doucet,  adj\  dulcet,  i.  e.  dulcet  (pipe), 
sweet-sounding  (pipe),  HF.  1221. 

Doughter,  s,  daughter,  T.  iii.  3 ;  Dough- 
tren,  pi,  T.  iv.  29. 

Doumb,  adj.  dumb.  A  774. 

Doun,  s.  down,  soft  feathers,  9.  4c 

Doun,  adv.  down,  F  323 ;  up  anddomn,  in 
all  directions,  in  all  ways,  a  53. 

Doune,  dat.  down,  hill.  B  1986. 

Dounere,  adv.  more  downward,  A.  ii.  12. 
22. 

Doun-rlfirht,  adv.  at  once,  H  228. 

Dounward,  adv.  outward,  southward.  A. 
ii.  40.  63. 

Doutance,  s.  doubt,  T.  iv.  963 ;  pt.  per- 
plexities, T.  i.  2oa 

Doute,  s.  doubt,  i.  25 ;  fear.  F  1096, 1  91 ; 
peril,  L.  16x3;  suspense,  E  1721;  lack. 


T.  iL  366 ;  out  ofdoute,  doubtless.  A  487 ; 
sans  d.,  without  doubt,  D  1838;  witA- 
outen  d.,  certainly,  L.  383. 

Doutelees,  adv.  without  doubt,  certainly, 
T.  ii.494;  A1831. 

Douten,  v.  fear,  1  648 ;  pr.  s.  fears.  I  953 ; 
Douteth,  imp.  pi.  fear,  T.  i.  683. 

Douto\is,  adj.  doubtful,  T.  iv.  902. 

D'outremere,  adi.  from  beyond  the  seas. 
foreign,  imported,  3.  253. 

Douve,  J.  dove,  5.  341 ;  pigeon,  C  397. 

Dowaire,  s.  dower,  E  848. 

Dowe,  I  pr.  s.  grant,  give,  T.  v.  23a 

Dowve;  see  Douve. 

Dradde  *,  see  Drede. 

Draf,  s.  draff,  refuse  (of  com),  chaff,  I  35 ; 
L.  ^12  a. 

Draf-aek,  s.  sack  full  of '  draff,'  A  4206. 

DraflTsres,  //.  digestive  sweetmeats,  A 
426  (in  MS.  Harl.  only;  other  MSS. 
have  drogues). 

Draffoun,  s.  dragon,  L.  1430, 1581 ;  taii 
of  the  dr.,  the  Dragon's  tail,  A.  ii.  4.  36 ; 
the  point  where  a  planet  (esp.  the  moon) 
passed  from  the  northern  to  the  southern 
side  of  the  ecliptic.  (The  opposite  node 
was  called  the  Dragon's  Head.) 

Drasty,  adj.  filthy,  worthless,  B  2x13, 2120. 
Cf.  A.  S.  dresten,  detrstam,  dregs. 

Drat,  pr.  s.  </ Drede. 

Draugrht  (of  drink),  L.  2667;  move  at 
chess,  3. 682. 

Drawe,  v.  draw,  incline,  E  314 ;  dr.  Aim, 
withdraw  himself,  F  355 ;  bring  forward, 
R.  6;  V.  attract,  R.  1183;  recall,  A  2074; 
^er.  to  draw,  to  carry,  A  1416 ;  to  bring 
back,  I  239;  Draweth  along, /r.  s.  pro- 
longs, B  I.  m  I.  32  (Lat  protraAit) ;  pr. 
pi.  rejl.  withdraw  themselves,  F  252; 
Drough,^/.  s.  drew,  A  4304;  drew  along, 
T.V.1558;  r^.  drew  himself,  approached, 
B  1710;  Draw,  pt.  s.  drew,  B  3292;  drew 
near,  D  993 ;  moved  (as  the  sun) ,  5. 490 ; 
hoisted,  L.  1563 ;  Drew,  //.  s.  attracted, 
3.  864;  drotoe  to  record,  didst  bring  to 
witness,  16.  22 ;  Drowe,  pt.  pi,  drew.  R. 
1678;  Drawe,  pp.  drawn,  T.  iii.  674: 
pres.  part,  resorting,  B  1217. 

Dreccne,  v.  be  tedious,  T.  ii.  1264;  ^#r. 
to  vex,  T.  ii.  1471;  2/r.  pi.  tarry,  T.  iv. 
1446 ;  pp.  vexed,  troubled,  B  4077. 

Drecomnflre,  s.  prolonging.  I  xooo; 
Drecchins,  delav.  T.  iii.  853. 

Drede,  s.  oread,  rear,  A 1998 ;  uncertainty. 
X7.  28 ;  doubt.  5.  52 ;  it  is  no  drede,  with- 
out doubt,  B  869,  E  1155 ;  out  of  drede, 
without  doubt,  E  634;  //.  feais,  T.  i. 
463. 
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I>rede,  v,  dread,  fear,  i.  76 ;  reji.  dread, 
A  660 ;  ^er.  to  be  dreaded,  to  be  feared, 
B  4253;  Drat.^r.  s.  dreadeth,  dreads,  T. 
iii.  338 ;  Dredde,  i//.  s,  was  afraid,  T.  ii. 
483;  Dradde.  //.  s.  feared,  B  3403; 
Dradde  him,  was  afraid,  B  3918;  Drad- 
den.//.  pL  G  15 ;  Dradj^.  E  69. 

I>redele8,  adj.  fearless,  B  3.  ro  12.  iz. 

Dredeles,  adv.  without  doubt,  certainly, 

3-764- 
Dredful,  adj\  terrible.  B  3558;    fearful, 

timid,  L.  109;  cautious,  A  1479. 

Dredfully,  adv.  timidly.  T.  ii.  1128. 

Drelnt,  -e ;  see  Drenchen. 

Dremed  me,  pt.s.  I  dreamt,  R.  51. 

Dremingres,  //.  dreams,  B  4280. 

I>reiicliexi,  (i)  ^er.  to  drown,  A  3617; 
Drenche,  v.  drown,  HF.  905;  Jo  me 
drenche,  make  (men)  drown  me,  cause 
me  to  be  drowned,  £  2201 :  Drenchen  (2) 
V.  be  drowned,  A  3521 ;  be  overwhelmed, 
L.2919;  pr.s.  swamps,  I  ^63;  Dreinte, 
//.  J.  (i)  drowned,  3.  72;  Drcynte,^/.  s. 
drowned,  I  839:  Dreynte,  //.  s.  (2)  was 
drowned,  B  923 ;  Dreynte,  2  //.  //.  were 
drowned,  T.  iv.  930;  pi.  pi.  drowned,  F 
1378 ;  Drenched,  pp.  drowned,  L.  2178 ; 
Drc3mt,  pp.  3.  148 ;  Dreynte,  jj^.  as  def. 
adj.  drowned,  B69;  pp.  pi.  Hr.  m. 

DrenchinsTf  '.  drownmg.  A  2456,  B  485. 

Brerlneese,  s,  sadness,  T.  i.  701. 

Drery,  adj.  sad,  E  514;  terrified,  L.  8ia 

Dresae,  v.  direct,  14. 3 ;  dispose,  get  ready, 
T.  ii.  71 ;  prepare,  E  1049 ;  set  in  order, 
A  106 ;  V.  rek.  address  oneself,  E  1007 ; 
direct  himself,  go,  A  3468 ;  direct  myself. 
R.  no;  address  himself,  direct  himself 
{or  perhaps,  mount),  T.  v.^;  Dresse 
her.  settle  herself,  L.  804 ;  Dresse,  ger. 
to  direct,  B  2308 ;  /w.  rejl.  prepare  him- 
self, T.  V.  279 ;  prepare,  5.  88 ;  pi.  s.  ly/l. 
raised  himselif,  T.  iii.  71 ;  took  up  nis 
station,  A  3358 ;  pp.  arrayed,  E  2361 ; 
prepared,  5.  tos. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  A  3024 ;  as  s.,  5.  380. 

Dreyeth,  pr.  s.  dries  up,  drains.  I  848. 

Dreynt,  -e ;  see  Drenche. 

I>rofir6re8,  pi.  drugs,  A  426. 

Drog-h :  see  Drawe. 

Drogrhte,  s.  drought.  A  2. 595. 

Dronkelewe,  o^'.  addicted  to  drink.  B 

2383.  C  495.  D  2043. 
Droufirb,  pi.  s.  of  Drawe. 
Droufirhte,  s.  thirst  (j//i),  B  2.  p  7. 44. 
Drouped,  pt.  s.  were  draggled,  A  107. 
I>rovy,  adj.  dirtv,  muddy,  I  816. 
Drow, -e;  see  Drawe. 
Druexye,  s.  affection,  R.  844. 


Drugsre,  ger.  to  drudge,  A  14x6. 
Drunken,  adj.  causing  drunkenness,  5. 

181. 
I>JT®,  g'r.  to  endure,  T.  v.  42 ;  v.  suffer, 

endure,  4.  2^1. 
Dryve,  v.  drive,  F  183;  hasten,  D  1694; 

whirl  round,  la  46;  pass  away.  T.  v. 

?94;    dryve  away,  pass    away,   C  628; 
)ryveth  forth,  pr.  s.  continues,  goes  on 

with,  T.  i.  1092 ;   Dryfth,  pr,  s.  impels, 

T.  V.  1332 ;  Dryven  (the  day) .  pr.  pi.  pass 

(the  day).  L.  2620;  Drddf./A  j.  drove, 

brought,  T.  v.  475;  incited,  T.  iii.  994; 

Drive,  //.  driven,  passed  away,  T.   v. 

389;  completed,  F  1230. 
Duetee,  s.  duty,  A  3060;  debt,  D  1391; 

sum  due,  D  1352. 
Dulcamon,  s.  an  inexplicable  dilemma, 

one's  wit's  end,  T.  iii.  931. 
Dulle,  ger.  to  feel  dull,  T.  ii.  1035 ;  makes 

dull,  stupefies.  G  1073, 1x72;  Dulled./^. 

made  of  none  effect,  I  233. 
Dun,  adj.  swarthy,  R.   1213 ;  Donne,  //. 

dusky,  T.  ii.  908 ;  dun-coloured,  5.  334. 
Dun,  s.  the  dun  horse,  H  ^.    *  Dun  is  in 

the  mire'  is  the  name  of'^an  old  rustic 

game. 
Dungeoun,  s.  keep-tower,  chief  castle,  L. 

_937- 

Dure,  V.  last,  endure,  A  2770;  remain,  A 

1236 ;  live,  T.  iv.  765 ;  continue.  F  836. 
Duresse,  s.  hardship,  T.  v.  399. 
Durre ,  ger.  to  dare  (to  do) ,  T.  v.  840.   See 

Durren  in  Stratmann ;  and  see  Dar. 
Durrlnsr,    -r.   daring,    bravery;    d.  don, 

daring  to  do,  courage  to  execute,  T.  v. 

837. 
Durste;  see  Dar. 

D\isked,  pi.  pi.  f^rew  dim,  A  2806. 

Dwale,  s.  soporific  drink,  A  4161. 

Dwelle,  V,  remain,  A  i66z ;  tarry,  stay,  3. 

712;  ger.Xo  delay,  HF.a52;  Dwelled, />^. 

dwelt,  A  1228 ;  imp,  s.  remain,  T.  iv.  1449. 
Dwellingres,  s.pl,  delays,  B  i.  m  i.  33 

(Lat.  moras). 
Dwyned,/^.  as  adj.  dwindled,  R.  36a 
I)y»  say;  Je  vous  dy,  I  tell  you.  D  1832, 

1838. 


Dye,  V.  die,  2. 7 ;  ger,  to  die,  B  114 ;  Dyde, 
I,  HF.   106,  gft 
would  die,  D  965.    See  Deye. 


//.  s.  died. 


X06,  380;  pi.  s.  subj. 


Dyen,  ger,  to  dye,  B  4648. 

Dyere,  s,  dyer,  A  362. 

Dyingre,  s,  death,  B  3073. 

Dyke,  v.  to  make  dikes  or  ditches,  A  536. 

Dys,  pi.  dice,  A  1238.    See  Dees. 

Dyte,  s.  ditty,  23. 16.    See  Ditee. 

Dyverseth,^.  J.  varies,  T.  iii.  1752. 
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Bbbe,  s.  low  water,  F  359. 

Bbben,  v.  ebb,  T.  iv.  1145. 

Eicclesiaste.  1.  minister,  A  708. 

Bch,  adj.  each,  A  39,  369. 

ISohe,  v.  increase,  augment,  T.  i.  887,  iii. 
IC09;  ^er.  enlarge,  add  to,  HF.  9065. 

HSonines,  s.  fl.  sea-urchins,  B  3.  m  8.  90 
(Lat  tckinu). 

Echoon,  each  one,  L.  390;  A  2655; 
Echone.//.  (?),  all,  every  one,  C  IZ3. 

Bdlfled,  pp.  built  up,  B  4.  p  6.  284. 

Bek,  adv.  also,  eke,  moreover,  A  5.  41. 

Bern,  s.  uncle,  T.  L  102a.    A.  S.  eam» 

ESest,  adv,  eastward,  3.  88. 

Bet,  -e ;  see  Bte. 

ESffect,  s,  deed,  reality,  T.  i.  748;  result, 
HF.  5;  Theffect  {for  the  effect),  the 
sequel,  L.  622;  in  effect^  in  fact,  in 
reality,  in  practice,  A  319. 

ESft,  adv,  agpftin,  A  1669;  another  time,  3. 
41. 

Bft-aone,  adv.  soon  after,  G  1288;  im- 
mediately afterwards,  I  89;  soon  after 
this,  H  65;  hereafter,  G  933;  again,  B 
909;  Eftsones,  adv.  very  soon,  L.  2322. 

Eflral,  adj.  equal,  T.  iii.  137. 

Bflral,  adv.  equally.  T.  iv.  660. 

Bfiralitee,  s.  equality,  I  949. 

Effaly,  adv.  equably,  B  2.  p  4.  141;  im- 
partially. B  5.  p  3.  ^2. 

ESfiTflTB,  -r.  edge,  sharp  side,  T.  iv.  927 ;  sword, 
9.  19. 

Bffffeth,  pr.  s.  incites,  R.  182. 

Bfirffement,  s.  instigation,  incitement,  B 
842. 

Kgging,  s.  instigation,  £  2x35. 

BflTle,  s.  eagle.  HF,  499. 

Bifirre,  adj.  sharp,  sour,  R.  217;  bitter,  B 
2367;  keen,  I  117. 

Esrremolne,  s.  agrimony,  G  8oa 

Bflrren,  v.  incite  (lit.  make  eager),  B  4. 

P  6.  335- 
Elffhte,  eighth,  F  1280. 
BifiTlitetene,  eighteen,  A  3223. 
Bigrhtetethe,  ord.  adj.  eighteenth,  B  5. 
Sir,  J.  air,  A  1246,  3473. 
Eilsel,  s.  vinegar.  R.  217. 
Bkko,  s.  echo.  E  1189. 
Elde,  s.  old  age,  age.  T.  ii.  393,  3991  long 

lapse  of  time.  7.  12. 
Bide,  V.  grow  old,  R.  39^;  pr.  s.  ages, 

makes  old,  R.  391. 
Elder,  adj.  older,  B  1720, 345a 
ESlder-faaer,  s.  grandfather,  B  2.  p  4. 

50- 
Bldres,  p/.  ancestors.  B  3388. 


Blecoioun,  s.  choice,  5. 409, 621 ;  election 

(in  astrolo^),  B  312. 
Blenflre,  adj.  miserable,  B  14x2,  D  Z199. 
Blevat,  pp.  elevated,  A.  ii.  23.  29^ 
Elf-queen,  s.  fairy-queen,  B  1978,  D  860. 
Bllebor,  s.  hellebore,  HtlUbcrus  niger,  B 

Biles,  adv.  else,  otherwise,  3.  997;  tU^s 

god  forhedt^  God  forbid  it  should  be 

otherwise,  G  1046. 
BlODfiraciouii,  s.  angular  distance,  A.  ii. 

25.66. 
Elvish,  adj.  elvish,  i.  e.  absent  in  demea- 
nour, B  1893 ;  foolish,  G  751,  842. 
SSmbassadrye,  s.  embassy,  negociation, 

B  233. 
Embaume,   v.   embalm,    L.    676;    pp. 

covered  with  balm,  R.  1663. 
BSmbelif,  adj.  oblique,  A.  i.  20.  3;  (as 

applied  to  angles)  acute,  A.  ii.  26.  39. 

See  the  New  £.  Diet. 
Embellsed,  pp.  beautified,  B  2.  p  5.  75. 
Embosed,  pp.  plunged  deeply  into  the 

thicket,  quite  hidden,  3. 353. 
Eznbraclnflre,  s.  embrace.  I  944. 
Bxnbrouded, //.  embroidered,  adorned, 

A  89. 
SSmbroudinffe,  s.  embroidery,  1 4x7. 
SSmbussheinent8.//.ambuscades,B9509. 
Emeraude,  s.  emerald,  B  1799. 
Ernes,  gen.  uncle's,  T.  ii.  466.    See  Bern. 
Emforth,  prep,  as  &r  as  extends,  to  the 

extent  of,  A  2235.    Em-  is  from  A.  S. 

emn^  for  eftn^  even. 
Eknisperies,  s.pl.  hemispheres,  A.  i.  18.9. 
BSmi>eireden,  pt.  pi.  made  worse,  B  2209. 
SSmplastre,  apr.pl.  plaster  over,  bedaub, 

£2207. 
SSmpoisoned,  pp.  poisoned,  B  25x9,  3850L 
Exnpoisonlnff ,  s.  poisoning,  C  891. 
Exnpoysoner,  s.  poisoner,  C  894. 
BxJiprentixifir»  -r.  impression,  F  834. 
Bxnprlnteth,  imp.  pi.  impress,  E  XX93; 

Emprented,  pp.  imprintea,  F  83X ;  takes 

an  impression  of,  E  2x17. 
Empryse,  s.  enterprise,  undertaking,  L. 

617, 1452. 
Exnpte,  V.  empty,  make  empty,  G  74X; 

//.  as  adj.  exhausted.  B  x.  p  x.  xo;  worn 

out,  shrunken  (Lat.  effeto),  B  i.  m  i.  aa 
Enbaashlnge,  s.  bewilderment,  amaie- 

ment,  B  4.  p  i.  43. 
Bnbal^ailled,  adj.  embattled.  R.  X39. 
EnbiblnflT,  s.  absorption,  G  814. 
Enbrace,  v.  embrace,  hold  firmly,  ax.  xi ; 

Enbraced.  pp.  surrounded,  T.  v.  1816. 
Enbrouden,  v.  embroider,  L.  2351 ;  pp^ 

L.  119,  227. 
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Sncena,  s,  incense.  A  3429. 

BBncense,  v.  to  offer  incense,  G  395,  413. 

BnchantouTB,  pi.  wizards.  I  603. 

Bncbaufeth,  pr.  s.  bums,  B  ^.  m  3. 19. 

Sncbaunten,  v.  enchant,  T.  iv.  1395. 

Sncheaoun,  s.  occasion,  reason,  a  3783 ; 
cause,  T.  i.  68x. 

Bnclos,  pp.  enclosed,  R.  138. 1653. 

Bnclsrntnff ,  1.  inclination,  HF.  734. 

BncomberouB,  adj.  cumbersome,  op- 
pressive, burdensome,  18. 43;  HF.  862. 

Sncombraunce,  s.  encumbrance,  £  196a 

Bacombre,  v.  encumber,  L.  30o6;  pp. 
endangered,  stuck  fast,  A  508;  ham- 
pered, R.  889 ;  hindered,  I  687 ;  embar- 
rassed, weary,  A  718. 

Bnco]i>orin^,  s.  incorporation,  G  815. 

Bnorees,  s.  increase,  A  3184. 

Bncrese,  v,  increase,  3.  103;  Encressed, 
pp.  E408;  enriched,  B  1271. 

BQdaznaflren,  v.  harm,  B  i.  p  4. 91 ;  pp. 
compromised,  B  i.  p  i.  73. 

Bode,  s.  end,  A  15;  purpose,  B  481; 
point,  R.  973. 

BQded,  pp,  finite,  B  3.  p  7. 113. 

Bndelees,  adj.  infinite,  H  333. 

Bndelonff ,  adv.  all  along,  A  3678 ;  length- 
ways. A  1991. 

Bodelonff ,  prtp,  all  along,  F  993 ;  along, 
L.  1498 ;  down  along,  F  416. 

Bndentinfire,  s.  indentation,  I  417.  Etp- 
dented  or  Indented  is  an  heraldic  term, 
signifying  notched  with  regular  and 
equal  indentations. 

Bndere,  1.  cause  of  the  end,  A  3776;  i.  e. 
who  dost  end,  C  318. 

Bndetted,  pp.  indebted,  G  734. 

Hndliiff-dsy,  s.  death-day,  18.  55. 

Bndltements,  s.  pi.  indictments,  I  80a 

Bndlanff,  adv.  along,   lengthways.    See 

BndelonflT. 

Bndouted,  pp,  feared  (with  me),  R. 
1664. 

Bndyte,  v.  write,  dictate,  A  95,  335 ;  en- 
dite,  compose,  write,  L.  41A,  2356;  re- 
late. G  80;  tell.  L.  1678;  indict,  B  3858; 
pp.  related,  B  3170. 

BndyUnff ,  s.  composing,  18. 77 ;  pi.  com- 
positions, I  1085. 

BnfiEunyiied,  pp.  starved,  L.  3439. 

Bnfeoteth,  pr,  s.  infects,  L.  3343. 


pi,  gain  strength,  B  3355;    imp.  s.  en- 
deavour, B  3337. 
Bnformed,  pp.  informed.  E  738,  F  335 ; 
instructed,  I  658. 


Bnfortdned,  pt.  s,  endowed  with  powers. 

4.259. 

Bn^endre,  v.  procreate,  B  3148;  pro- 
duce, B.  3583 ;  V.  beget.  E  1373 ;  pr,  pi. 
are  produced,  B  41 13. 

Bnffendrlnflre,  s.  product,  B  3580. 

Bn^endrure,  j,  procreation,  B  3137; 
begetting,  5.  306;  generation.  D  138, 
134 ;  progeny,  of&pring,  I  631 ;  frater- 
nity. I  375. 

Bnflrllah,  s.  power  of  expression  in  Eng- 
lish, L.  66. 

Bngreggen,  pr.  pi.  burden,  I  979. 

ItngyUf  s,  contrivance,  T.  iii.  374 ;  device, 
R.  511 ;  machine,  F  184;  skill,  HF.  538. 

Bn^yned,  pp,  tortured,  racked,  B  425a 

Bnhabit,  pp.  devoted,  T.  iv.  443. 

Bnhauncen,  v.  raise,  A  1434;  j^er.  to 
exalt,  I  614 ;  Enhaunceth,  pr,  s.  elevates, 
1 730 :  pf'  ^'  raised,  B  3391 ;  pp,  promoted, 
L.  1411. 

Bnhauaed,  pp,  elevated,  lifted  above 
(the  horizon),  A.  ii.  36.  37. 

BnhauBtog,  s,  elevation.  A.  ii.  39.  26. 

Bnhorte,  ^er,  to  exhort,  A  3851. 

Bnlaceth,  pr.  s.  entangles,  B  i.  m  4. 
23 ;  pp.  involved,  made  intricate,  B  3.  p 
8.6. 

Bnluinlne,  v.  illumine,  I  244;  //.  j.  E 

Bnlutlnfir.  s,  securing  with  '  lute,'  daubing 

with  clay,  &c.,  to  exclude  air,  G  766. 
Bnoynt,  pp.  anointed.  A  2961. 
Bnpeiren,  v.  injure.  B  4.  p  3. 56. 
BnpoyBoninffe,  s.  poisoning,  B  i.  p  3. 59. 
Bnprented,  pp,  imprinted,  E  2x78. 
BnpreBBe,  v.  make  an  impression  on, 

31.  8. 

Bnquex*e,  v,  enquire,  A  3166;  search 
into,  B  639. 

BnquerinffO,  s,  inquiry,  B  888. 

Bnsample,  s,  example,  A  496,  505 ;  pat- 
tern, 3.  911 ;  warning,  R.  1539;  instance, 
R.  1584;  in  e.,  to  signify,  A.  i.  31.  41; 
pi.  examples,  F  1419;  cases,  A  3843. 

laiBaumpler,  j.  prototype,  B  3.  m  9. 17. 

Ehiseiffne,  s.  ensign,  standard,  R.  x3oa 

Bnaeled,  pf.  sealed  up,  T.  v.  151 ;  fully 
granted,  T.  iv.  559. 

BntaUe,  s.  cutting,  intaglio-work,  R.  xo8x ; 
Entayle,  shape,  description,  R.  163. 

Bntalle,  v.  carve,  R.  609 ;  i^.  R.  Z4a 

Bntalenten,  pr.  pi.  stimulate,  B  5.  p  5.  6. 

Bntame,  v.  re-open  (lit.  cut  into),  i.  79. 
O.  F.  entamer. 

Bnteccheth,  (r.  s.  infects,  B  4.  p  3.  83 ; 
pp.  endued  with  (good)  qualities,  T.  v. 
833.    O.  F.  enieckier,  entachUr. 
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Bntencioun,  s.  intent,  C  408 ;  attention, 
T.  i.  52;  design,  T.  i.  an. 

Bntende,  v.  attend,  T.  iii.  414;  give 
attention  to,  D  1478;  dispose  oneself, 
F  689;  /w.  to  apply  oneself,  B  3498; 
to  aim  ^er),  incline  (to),  T.  ii.  853; 
Entende,  i  pr,  s.  perceive,  T.  iv.  16^; 
attend,  R-  597 ;  pres.  part  looking  in- 
tently, B  I.  p  a.  3. 

Entendement,  s,  perception,  HF.  983. 

Bntente,  s,  intention,  intent.  A  958, 1000 ; 
design,  B  3835 ;  wish,  18.  68 ;  meaning, 
F  400,  959;  attention,  D  1374;  endeav- 
our, G  6;  feeling,  5.  532,  580;  mind,  B 
X740;  plan,  B  147,  906;  do  tkyn  ^.,  give 
heed,  3.  753;  as  to  comun  €.,  in  plain 
language.  F  107. 

Bntenteden,  pL  pt,  gave  their  attention, 

L..  X155. 
Bntentif,  Bntentsrf,  adt,  attentive.  HF. 

iiao;   B  2205;   eager,  K.  685;  diligent. 

R.  436;    devoted,   R.  339;    careful,   E 

1288. 
Bntentifly,  adv,  attentively,  HF.  6x6. 
BDterxnedled,  pp,  intermixed,  R.  ^. 
Bntrallle,  s,  entrails,  B  1763;  inside.  E 

1x88. 
Bntre,  /j^er.  to  enter.  5.  X47,  X53.    In  A.  ii. 

44. 4,  entere  hit  =  set  down  in  writing. 
Bntrechaunffeden,^/.//.  interchanged, 

exchanged,    T.    iii.     1369;    pp,    inter- 
changed, T.  iv.  X043. 
Bntrechaunglnffes,   s.  pi.  mutations, 

B  I.  m  5.  38;  vicissitudes  (Lat.  uices), 

B  2.  m  3.  ao. 
ESntrecoxnunen,   v,   intercommunicate, 

T.  iv.  1354. 
Bntrecomunln^e,  s.  interchange,  B  a. 

P  7-  63. 
Bntredlted,  pp.  interdicted,  I  965. 
Bntree,  entry,  entrance.  R.  5x7.  530,  538 ; 

pi,  entrances,  HF.  X945. 
BntreUtoed,  pp.  intricate,  B  3.  p  X2.  x66. 
Bntremedled,   pp.    intermingled,    HF. 

2124. 
BntrexneB,  s,  intervening  course,  5.  665. 

'Entremets,     certaine     choice      dishes 

served    in    between    the    courses  of  a 

feast ;  *  Cotgrave. 
Bntrexnette,  v.  reji.  interfere,  D  834; 

Entremeten  (him),  meddle  with,  5.  ^X5; 

imp.  s.  take  part  (in),  meddle  (with), 

T.  i.  1026. 
Ihitreparten,  ^^.  to  share,  T.  i.  592. 
Bntreteden,  pt.  pi.  treated  of,  discussed, 

B2466. 
Bntryketb,  pr.  s.  hold  iasx  in  its  subtle 

grasp,  ensnares,  5.  403;    Entryked,  pp. 


entrapped,  R.  1642 ;  '  Intriguer,  to  intri- 
cate, involve ; '  Cotgrave. 

Bntune,  v.  intone,  tune,  T.  iv.  4. 

Bntimee,  s.  pi.  tunes,  3.  309. 

Bntysinffe,  s.  allurement,  I  353. 

Bnvenlminffe,  s.  poisonous  e£fect,  E 
2060;  poison,  I  854. 

Bnvenjrme,  v.  infect.  D  474;  pp.  B  33x4. 

Bnvlronlxifire,  s.  surface,  B  5.  m  4. 172; 
circumference,  B  4.  p  6.  85. 

Enviroun,  adv.  roundabout.  L.  30a 

BnTlroune,  v.  encompass.  B  3.  m  9.  45 ; 
pres.part.  skirting,  going  round,  R.596. 

Bnv61uped,  pp.  enveloped,  involved,  C 
942. 

Bnv^e.  s.  envy,  B  3584 ;  longing,  R.  1653; 
to  e„  in  rivalry,  3.  X73. 

Bnvye.  v.  vie,  strive,  3.  406;  vie  (with)„ 
HF.  X231. 

Bnvyned,  pp,  stored  with  wine.  A  34a. 

Bplslcle,  s,  epicycle,  A.  iL  35.  99.  A 
small  circle,  me  centre  of  which  moves 
along  the  circumference  of  a  larger  one. 

Bquaclon,  s.  equal  partition,  A.  ii.  37. 
24;  Equacions,  pi,  equations,  F  X279; 
Ec^uaciouns,  A.  ii.  36  (rubric) ;  calcu- 
lations, A.  i.  23.  5.  By  'equations  of 
houses'  is  meant  the  division  of  the 
sphere  into  twelve  equal  portions  (or 
'  nouses '),  for  astrological  purposes. 

Bquales,  adj.  pi.  of  equal  length ;  houres 
equates,  hours  each  containing  sixty 
minutes,  A.  ii.  8.  3. 

Equlnoxial,  s.  equinoxial  circle,  B  4046. 

Br,  adv.  before,  formerly.  A  3789. 

Br,  conj,  before,  A  1040,  XX55;  er  tJkat^ 
before,  A  36. 

Br,  prep.  l>efore,  C  892;  er  tho,  before 
then,  L.  X062;  er  now,  ere  now,  F  46a 

Brbe,  s.  herb,  L.  109  a. 

Brbe  y ve,  s.  herb  ive,  ground  ivy,  Ajuga 
Chamaepitys,  B  4156. 

Brber,  s.  arbour,  L  07  a.    See  Berber. 

Erchedeken,  s.  archdeacon,  D  1300. 

Bre  (^^ra).  s.  ear,  D  636;  at  ere,  in  (her) 
ear,  T.  i.  xo6. 

Ere,  s.  ear  (of  com),  L.  76. 

Bre  (tn),^er.  to  plough,  A  886;  >^.  HF. 
485.    A.  S.  erian. 

Brl,  s.  earl,  B  3597, 3646. 

Brzne,  v.  feel  sad.  grieve,  3.  80;  C  312. 
A.  S.  earmian,  yrman. 

Bmestful,  adj,  serious,  T.  ii.  X737;    E 

"75- 
Brratik,  adj.  wandering,  T.  v.  i8xa. 
Brraunt,   adj.   arrant,   H   294;    errant,. 

stray  (because  near  the  middle  of  the 

chess-board),  3.  66 x^ 
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Brrest,  %pr,  s.  wanderest,  T.  iv.  302. 

Brs,  s.  buttocks,  A  3734.    A.  S.  ears, 

JSnt,  adv,  first,  at  first,  HF.  2075;  A  776; 
before,  16.  ai;  aforetime,  R.  692;  a/<., 
first,  for  the  first  time.  B  1884,  G  151: 
at  last,  T.  i.  842 ;  /.  iAatt,  before,  A  1566 ; 
/ofi^  e.  /r,  long  first  before,  C  662. 

Brtbes,  j.  pi,  lands,  countries,  B  i. 
i!t  5.  61. 

Bschaufen,  ger.  to  bum ;  pr,  s,  chafes, 
I  657 ;  pp,  heated,  I  546. 

Bschauflnffe,  s,  heating,  I  537 ;  pL  en- 
kindlings,  I  916. 

BBChaunfire,  s.  exchange,  A  278 ;  //.  in- 
terchangings,  HF.  697. 

Eschew,  adj,  averse,  I  971;  Eschu,  E 
1812. 

Baobewe,  v.  escape;  Eschue,  v.  avoid, 
T.  ii.  696;  A  3043;  shun,  G  4;  a/r.  //. 
eschew,  avoid,  T.  L  344;  Eschewed,  >^. 
B  4528 ;  imp,  s.  T.  ii.  zoi8. 

if  s.  ease,  E  217,  434;  amusement, 
delight,  A  TiSS,  G  746;  dc  yva  e,,  give 
you  pleasure,  6.  78;  wel  at  «.,  fully  at 
ease,  T.  ii.  75a 

►,  V,  ease.  3. 556;  relieve,  L.  1704;  give 
ease  (to),R.  3x6;  Esen,^^.to  entertain, 
A  2194;  pp,  entertained,  A  29. 

Bsement,  s,  benefit,  A  4179. 4186. 

Bspace,  s,  space  of  time,  B  2219. 

Bspeces,  s,pL  kinds,  varieties  (of  sin),  I 
448. 

BBpiallle,  s,  sets  of  spies,  B  2509,  D  1323. 

Bspye,  J.  spy,  T.  ii.  1112. 

Espye,  ger.  to  observe,  R.  795 ;  v,  per- 
ceive, HF.  706;  enquire  about,  B  z8o; 
look  about,  L.  858. 

BsBoyne,  1.  excuse,  1 164.  Mod.  E.  essoin. 

Bet,  s.  east,  B  297,  493, 3657. 

Bstableth,  pr,  s,  settles,  causes,  B  4.  p 

4-Si- 
BBtat,  s,  state,  condition.  L.  125;  rank, 

T.  V.  102^;   position,  E  1969;    Estaat, 

state,  condition,  rank,  B  973.  3592,  3647 ; 

way.  E  610 ;  term  of  office,  D  2018. 
Bstatllob,  adj,  stately,  dignified,  A  140; 

suitable  to  one's  estate.  B  3902. 
Bstatuts,  s,  ordinances,  B  2.  p  i.  48. 
BBtraunflre,  adj.  strange,  T.  i.  1084. 
Bstres,  pi,   inward   parts,   recesses   (of 

a  buildmg),  L.  1715;  A  1971;  recesses, 

R.  1448 ;  interior,  A  4295. 
Bay,  adj.  easy,  A  223 ;  moderate,  A  441 ; 

gentle,  5. 382. 
Bte,  V.  eat,  A  947;  Et,^.  s,  eats,  L.  1389; 

Eet,  pt.  s,  ate,  T.  v.  1439;  A  2048, 342Z ; 

E€te,jft,  pi  ate,  9.  11;  Ete,  //.  pJ,  3. 

432;  Eten,/^.  eaten,  A  4351. 


Bteme,  ach'.  eternal,   A  1x09,  1990;  j.. 

eternity,  T,  iv.  978. 
Btbe,  adj.  easy,  T.  v.  8sa 
Btik,  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle,  L.  166. 
Bvannrle,  s,  gospel,  R.  445 ;  pi,  B  666. 
Even,  adj.  even,  equal,  same,  HF.  10;. 

exact,  R.  135a 
Even,    adv,   exactly,  3.  441;  evenly,   D- 

2249;  regularly,  R.  596;  Evene  joynant, 

closely   adjoining,   A    1060;   /it/  even^ 

actually,  3. 1329. 
Evane-cmtene,   s,   fellow-Christian,   I 

395.  80^. 
Bven-lyk,  adJ,  similar,  B  5.  p  a.  25. 
Ever,  adv.  ever,  alwavs,  A  50,  &c. ;  Ever 

in   oon,  always    alike,   continually,   T. 

V.  4C1 ;  incessantly,  A  177Z. 
Bivencb,  each,  A   zi86;   every,  A  241;. 

each  one,  A  371;  every  one,  E  1017;. 

e,  of  htm^  either  of  the  two,  B  1004; 

Everich  other,  each  other,  7.  53. 
Evericboon,  every  one,  A  31, 747 ;  each 

one,  L.  2567 ;  Everichone,  pi,  each  one 

(of  us),  Hr.  337;  each  of  them  all,  all 

of  them,  T.  iii.  412. 
Biver-ino,  adv,   for   ever,   always,  con- 
tinually, L.  12^9,  2035,  2634. 
Biveirydeel,  aau.  every  whit,  A  368,  D  162 ; 

altogether,  A  3303. 
Evidently,  adv.  by  observation,  A.  ii.  23,. 

rubric, 
HiW,  s.  yew-tree,  A  29^ ;  {collectively)  yew- 
trees,  R.  1385. 
Ezaltacloiin,  s,  (astrological)  exaltation,. 

D  702,  E  2224. 
Bxaitat,  aspp,  exalted,  D  704. 
Exametron,  s,  a  hexameter.  B  3169. 
Bxc\isaecloun,i.£A]se  excuse,  1 680 ;  plea, 

I  164. 
Excuse,  s, ;  for  myn  «.,  in  my  excuse,  7. 

305. 
Bxecutetb,  pr,  s,  performs,  A  1664 ;  Exe- 

cut,  pp.  executed,  T.  iii.  622. 
Bxecutour,  s,  executant,  D  201a 
Bxecutrice,  s.  causer.  T.  iii.  617. 
Bxercitacloun,  s,  exercise,  B  4.  p  6.  298.. 
Existence,  s.  reality.  HF.  266. 
BxorsiscbCiouns,  pi,  exorcisms,  spells  to- 

raise  spirits,  HF.  1263. 
Bxpans,  adJ,  (calculated)  separately,  F. 

1275.    See  Anni  expansi, 
Bxpoune,  v,  explain.  B  3398,  G  86;  Ex- 

pouncd,//.  s,  B  3346,  3399. 
Bxpres,  adJ,  expressed,  made  clear,  D 

1 169. 
Bxpres,  adv,  expressly,  C  182,  D  719. 
Bxprease,^^.  to  declare,  17. 5 ;  v.  relate,. 

C  105. 
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Bzpulslf ,  adj,  expellent,  A  2749. 
Sztendexi,/r.//.  are  extended,  B  461. 
Sztree,  s,  axle-tree,  A.  i.  14.  a. 

By.  s,  ^gz^  B  4035.  G  806. 

By,  i!»/«7'.  eh  I  T.  ii.  ia8 ;  alas  I  T.  iv.  1087 ; 
what!  C782. 

JBye,  J.  eye;  ai  eye,  evidently,  L.  100; 
Eyen, //.  eyes,  i.  105;  Eyen  sight,  eye- 
sight, D  ao6o.    See  Ye. 

Eyed,  adj,  endowed  with  eyes,  T.  iv.  1459. 

ESyle,  V.  ail.  A  3424. 

T^^  s.  air,  HF.  954 ;  L.  1482 ;  Eir,  A  1246, 
3473 ;  Eyre,  daf,  air,  gas,  G  767. 

Byr.  J.  heir,  L.  1598,  1819. 

Byrlsb,  adj.  of  the  air,  aiirial,  HF.  932, 965. 

Byse,  s.  ease,  D  210Z.    See  Bse. 

P. 

Face,  s.  face,  A  199, 458 ;  a  technical  term 
in  astrology,  signifying  the  third  part 
of  a  sign  (of  the  zodiac),  ten  degrees  in 
extent,  F  50.  1288. 

Facound,  adj.  eloquent,  5.  521. 

Facounde,  s,  eloquence,  fluency,  3. 926 ; 

C50. 

Facultee,  s.  capacity,  authority,  or  dis- 
position, A  244;  branch  of  study,  HF. 
248. 

Fade,  adj'.  feded,  R.  31Z. 

Fader,  s.  f&ther,  A  zoo ;  Fader,  ^en.  A 
7S1;  fader  day,  father's  time,  B  3374; 
fader  kin,  Csither's  race,  ancestry,  G  829; 
pi.  ancestors,  E  61 ;  originators,  B  129. 

Tf2Axaa^pl.  fathoms,  A  2916. 

Fadres-m-lawe,//.  parents-in-law,  B  2. 

P3.4a- 
Faile,    s.   fidlure;   wUhouten  /,  without 

fail.  2. 48 ;  sons  faille ^  B  501. 

Fallen,  v.  foil,  grow  dim,  5.  85 ;  pres.part. 
failing,  remote,  A.  ii.  4.  3a 

Fair,  adj.  fine,  D  2253 ;  good,  excellent,  A 
154;  a  fair,  a  good  one,  A  165 ;  as  s.,  a 
&ir  thing,  excellent  thing  (sarcasti- 
cally). T.  iii.  850;  voc.  O  fair  one  I  HF. 
^18 ;  pi.  A  234 ;  clean,  R.  571 ;  specious, 

K.  437. 
Falre,  adv.  fiurly,  R.  774.  798;  honestly. 

A  539;  courteously,  R.  592;  clearly,  D 

1x42;  prosperously,  L.  186,  277. 
Falre,  s.  fair,  market,  B  151  q. 
Falre  Bewtbelees,  Fair  Unpitying  One, 

La  Belle  Dame  sans  Merci,  6.  31. 
Falmeeae,  s.  beauty,  A  1098 ;  honesty  of 

life,  A  51Q. 
Falr-Semblaunt,  Fair-show,  R.  963. 
Faldlnff ,  s.  a  sort  of  coarse  cloth,  A  39Z, 

3212. 


Fallen,  v.  happen,  T.  iv,  076;  light,  E 
126;  suit,  E  259;  prosper,  L.  z86;  pr.  s, 
subi.  may  befisill,  R.  798 ;  impers,  may  it 
befall,  L.  277 ;  pr.  s,  comes  as  by  acci- 
dent, 6.  ^;  comes,  3.  706;  suffers  de- 
pression (an  astrological  term).  D  702, 
705;  FaWes, pr,  s,  (Northern  form),  falls, 
A  4042;  belongs,  3.  257;  Fallen,  pr.  pi, 
happen,  come  to  pass,  R.  20;  Fel,  ifi.s. 
fiell,  2.  15 :  Fil,  //.  s.  fell.  A  84^ ;  hap- 
pened, L.  589, 1162;  was  fitting,  L.  2474 ; 
JU  OH  slepe,  fell  asleep,  HF.  J14 1  Jil  of 
his  accord,  agreed  with  him,  F  741 ;  as 
fer  as  resonfil,  as  Car  as  reason  extended, 
F  570;  Fille,  ipt.pl.  fell,  became.  D 
812;  Fillen,  pt.  pi.  fell.  B  3183,  3620; 
Fille,//.  //,  HF.  i6s9\fUU  in  specks  = 
fell  to  talking.  F  964;  Falle,  >^.  fallen. 
L.  Z726,  1826;  happened,  A  324;  acci- 
dentally placed,  F  684;  Falling,  pres. 
pt.  fellii^,  causing  to  fall,  T.  ii.  1382. 

Fals,  €uij\  false,  3.  618 ;  false  get,  cheating 
contrivance,  G  1277 ;  voc.  B  ^16. 

Falsen,  v.  iaXsrSy,  A  3175 ;  deceive.  L.  1640 ; 
betray,  T.  v.  1845;  False,  v.  be  untrue 
to,  3.  Z234;  pp,  uilsified,  broken  (fiaith), 
F627. 

Falwe,  adj.  &II0W,  yellowish,  HF.  1936 ; 
A  1364. 

Falwes,  pi.  fallow-ground,  D  656. 

Fame,  s.  notoriety,  A  3148;  rumour,  L. 
1242;  good  report,  E  418;  Fames,  pi. 
rumours,  HF.  129a. 

Famller,  s.  familiar  friend,  B  4,  p  6.  255. 

Famuller,  adj.  familiar,  at  home.  A  215, 
B  1221 ;  of  one's  own  household,  E 1784 ; 
Famulere,  affable,  L.  1606. 

Fan,  s.  vane,  quintain,  H  42. 

Fanne,  s.  fon,  A  331^. 

Fantaetyk,  adj.  belonging  to  the  fancy, 
A  1^76.  Used  with  reference  to  the 
portion  of  the  brain  in  the  front  of  the 
nead. 

Fantaaye,  s.  fancy,  HF.  593 :  delight.  A 
3191:  imagining,  HF.  992;  fimcy,  pleas- 
ure. D  190;  imagination,  A  3835,  3840; 
imaginary  object,  9.  51;  desire,  will,  B 
3475;  Fantasyes,  pt.  foncies,  F  205; 
wishes.  B  3465. 

Fant6nie,  s.  phantasm,  delusion,  B  Z037. 

Farced,  pp.  stufTed,  L.  Z373. 

Fare,  s,  behaviour,  conduct,  A  1809,  B 
1453:  condition,  2.  62;  good  speed,  HF. 
682;  business,  goings-on,  T.  iii.  izo6; 
bustle,  ado,  HF.  Z065 ;  company,  T.  iii. 
605 ;  evel/are,  ill  hap,  2. 62. 

Faren,  v.  behave,  T.  iv.  1087 ;  doth  fare, 
causes  to  behave  or  feel,  T.  1.  626 ;  rare. 
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ger,  to  go,  travel,  T.  v.  ai,  279;  to  pro- 
ceed. A  2435 ;  Fare,  i  pr,  s,  go.  G  733 ;  it 
is  with  me  (thus),  7.  320;  am,  B  1676; 


Farcst^a/r.  j.  actest,  5.  599;   art,  HF, 

,  D  1088 :  U,  3. 
113;  happens,  HF.  271 ;  z  pr,p/.  live,  U 


887 ;    Fareth,  pr.  s.  acts,  D  1088 ;  is. 


662;  2  pr.  pi.  behave,  D  852;  pr.  pi. 
seem,  I  414 ;  Fare,  pr.  s.  subj.  may  fare, 
F  1579;  Ferde,  i  pt.  s.  fared,  T.  ii.  1006; 
felt,  3.  99,  785 ;  was  placed,  5.  152 ;  pt.  s. 
behaved,  A  137a;  happened,  T.  i.  225; 
was,  R.  876;  seemed,  R.  249;  went  on, 
HF.  1522;  Ferden,  //.  pi,  behaved,  A 
1647 ;  Ferde,  pt.  s.  subj.  should  fare,  R. 
271 ;  Faren.  pp,  fared,  T.  v.  466 ;  D  1773 ; 
gone,  B  4069 ;  Fare,  pp.  fared,  D  1782, 
gone,  A  2436;  walked,  L.  2309;  Ferd. 
pp.  fored,  T.  iv.  1094;  F&nnge.pres.pt, 
as  adj. ;  best  /.,  best  looking,  fairest  of 
behaviour.  F  932 ;  /  aright,  prosper,  T. 
i.  878;  farwel^  farewell,  B  116;  Fareth, 
imp.  pi.  £<ire,  E  1688 ;  /  wel,  farewell,  T. 
V.  1412. 

Fare-cart,  s.  travelling  cart,  T.  v.  1162. 

Fare-wel,  interj.  it  is  all  over!  F  1204,  G 
907 ;  go  farewell  be  lost  sight  of,  A.  ii.  23. 

12. 

Farsed,  pp.  stuffed,  A  233. 

Fasoun,  s.  feishion,  appearance,  R.  708; 
shape,  R.  ^51. 

Fast,  J.  fastmg,  T.  v.  370. 

Fast,  adj.  firm,  7.  313. 

Faste,  adv.  closely,  R.  1346 ;  close,  near, 
A  1478:  tight,  R.  431;  fast,  quickly,  T. 
i.  748;  «/.  very  quickly.  G  1235;  hard, 
soundly.  5.  94;  intently,  eagerly,  R. 
793 ;  f^te  by,  near  to,  A  1476 ;  faste  by, 
close  at  hand,  3.  369. 

Faster,  adv.  closer,  B  372a. 

Fatte,  V.  fiaitten.  D  1880. 

Fauoon,  s.  folcon,  F  41Z,  424. 

Fauconers,  s.tl.  falconers,  F  1196. 

Fauned,  pt.  s.  fowned  on.  3.  389. 

Faunes,  pi.  Fauns,  A  3928. 

Fawe,  adj.  fain,  glad,  D  22a 

Fawe,  adv.  fain,  anxiously,  T.  iv.  887. 

Fay,  J. ;  see  Fey. 

Fayerye,  s.  troop  of  fairies.  E  2039; 
troops  of  fairies,  D  859;  enchantment, 
E  1743;  Fairye,  £airy-land.  F  96;  en- 
chantment. F  aoi ;  pi.  Cairies,  D  872. 

Fayn,  adj.  glad.  L.  130, 1137 ;  fond,  R.  1376. 

Fayn,  adv.  gladly.  A  766;  toolde  /. 
would  be  glad  to,  E  696. 

Feblesse,  s.  weakness,  T.  ii.  863 ;  I  1074. 

Fecobea,  pi.  vetches.  T.  iii.  936. 

Fecchen,  ger.  to  fetch,  T.  v.  485 ;  ger,  to 
fetch,  to  be  brought  (i.  e.  absent),  T.  iii. 


609;    Fettc,  a  *t.  s.  didst  fetch.  T.  iii. 

723 :  pt.  s.  fetched,  L.  676 ;  brought,  T. 

V.  852;  pt.  pi.  B  2041 :  Fet,  pp.  fetched, 

A  2527;  brought,  A  819;  brought  home, 

D  217. 
Feccbdnff,  s.  fetching,  rape,  T.  v.  890. 
Fedde,  pt.  s.  fed,  A  146. 
Fee,  J.  reward,  pay,  7. 193 ;  Fee  simple,  an 

absolute  fee  or  hef,  not  clogged  with 

conditions,  A  319. 
Feeld,  s.  field.  A  886, 3032 ;  (in  an  heraldic 

sense),  B3S73. 
Feendly,  adj.  fiendlike,  devilish,  B  751. 

^783. 

Feet,  s.  performance,  E  429.    K./eat. 

Fefte,  V.  enfeoff,  endow,  present,  T.  iii. 
Qoi ;  ger.  to  present,  T.  v.  1689;  pp.  en- 
feoffed, put  in  possession,  endowed,  E 
1698. 

Fel,  s.  skin,  T.  i.  91. 

Fel,  adj.  dreadful.  T.  v.  50 ;  cruel,  A  2630 ; 
deadly,  D  2002 ;  terrible.  B  2019 ;  Felle. 
voc.  cruel,  A  1559 ;  destructive,  T.  iv.  44. 

Felawe,  s.  companion,  comrade,  A  395, 
648. 

Felaweshipe,  s.  partnership,  A  z6a6; 
companionship,  B  2749;  company,  A  26. 

FelawBhli>eth,  pr.  s.  accompanies,  B  4. 
m  I.  Z2. 

Feld,  pp.  of  FeWe. 

Feldefeure,  s.  field-fare,  5. 364 ;  T.  iii.  861 ; 
/aretoel  /.,  i.  e.  farewell,  and  a  good  rid- 
dance; because  fieldfares  depart  when 
the  warm  weather  comes. 

Felden,  ft.  pi.  </ Felle. 

Fele,  adj.  many.  R.  189 ;  E  9Z7. 

Felen,  v.  feel,  experience,  L.  69a;  Fele, 
understand  by  experiment,  HF.  8a6; 
try  to  find  out,  T.  li.  387 ;  Felte.  z  pt.  s. 
4.  2Z7:  Felede,  //.  1.  G  S2z;  Yt\ta,pp. 
perceived,  T.  iv.  984. 

Fele-folde,  adj.  manifold,  B  2.  p  z.  z6. 

Feliziff,  s.  affection,  3.  ZZ72. 

Felle,//.  and  voc.  s.  ^/Fel,  adj. 

Felle,  v. fell,  A  Z702 ;  Felden,^/.//.  caused 
to  fall,  R.  9ZZ ;   Feld,  pp,  cut  down,  A 

Fellezi,  //.  //.  happened,  T.  i.  Z34.    See 

Fallen. 
Felliobe,  adj,  bitingly,  severely,  B  2.  m 

3-  «3- 
Felziesse,  s.  fierceness,  B  i.  m  6.  11. 

Felon,  adj.  an^,  T.  v.  Z99. 

Felonous.  adj.  fierce,  wicked.  B  z.  m  4. 
15 :  mischievous,  I  438. 

Felonye,  s.  injustice,  B  4.  p  6. 278 ;  crime. 
A  1996;  treachery,  R.  165,  978;  pL  in- 
iquities. I  281. 
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Femele,  adj.  female,  D  X22,  I  961. 
Femlninitee,  s,  feminine  fonn,  B  360. 
Fen,  J.  chapter  or  subdivision  of  Avi- 

cenna's  book  called  the  Canon,  C  890. 
Fenet  s,  fennel,  R.  731. 
Fenlz,  s.  phoenbc,  3.  982. 
Fer,  adj\  far,  A  388,  491;  Fcrre,  de/.  A 

3393' 
Fer,  adv.  far,  B  1781 ;  Fer  ne  ner,  neither 

later  nor  sooner,  A  1850;  hovif.  so,  how- 
ever far,  5.  4A0. 
Ferd,  j.  (UU.  fear,  T.  iv.  607.    (Always  in 

phr, /or /erd,  or /or /erde,) 
Ferd,  ^.  o/Fere,  v. 
Ferd,  -e ;  see  Faren.  v. 
Fere,  s.  dat.  fear,  B  3369 ;  panic,  HF.  174. 
Fere,  s.  companion,  L.  969 ;  mate,  5. 410, 

416 ;  wife,  T.  iv.  791 ;  //.  companions,  T. 

i.  224. 
Fere,  j.  dat,  fire,  T.  iii.  978. 
Fere,  v.  frighten,  T.  iv.  1483;  Fered,^. 

afraid,  G  924;  Ferd,/^^.  afraid,  T.  ii.  124. 
Ferforth,  adv.  far ;  as/,  as,  as  far  as,  T. 

iv.  891;    as  long  as,  T.  i.  121;  so  /.  to 

such  a  degree,  i.  170;  thus  /,  thus  far, 

T.  ii.  960. 
Ferforthly,  adv,  thoroughly ;    so  /,  to 

such  an  extent,  A  960:   so  far,  L.  682; 

as/.,  as  completely,  D  1545. 
Fermlleete,  most  timid,  T.  ii.  45a 
Forly,  adj.  strange,  A  4173. 
Fermckcies,  pi.  remedies,  A  2713. 
Ferme,  adj.  firm,  E.  663. 
Ferme,  imp.  s,  make  nrm,  B  z.  m  5. 61 

(Lat.y?rwa). 
Ferine,  s.  rent.  A  252  b. 
Fermely,  adv.  firmly,  T.  iii.  1488. 
Fermerere,  s.  friar  in  chai;ge  of  an  infirm- 
ary, D  1859. 
Fermour,  s.  farmer  of  taxes,  L.  378. 
Fern,  adv.  long  ago ;    so  /ern  =  so  long 

ago,  F  2^6. 
Fem-aasnen,  s.  pi.  ashes  produced  by 

burning  ferns,  F  254. 
Feme,  pi.  0/  Ferren,    distant,  remote, 

A  14. 
Feme ;  /.yere,  last  year,  T.  v.  1176. 
Ferre,  adj.  de/  distant.  A  3393. 
Ferre,    comp.    adv.    farther,    HF.    600; 

Ferrer,  A  835. 
Ferreste,  superl.pl,  farthest,  A  494. 
Fere,  s,  queen  (at  chess),  3.  654,  655; 

Ferses,  pi.  the  pieces  at  chess,  3.  723. 
Fers,  adj.  fierce,  T.  i.  225 ;  voc.  7.  i. 
Fersly,  adv.  fiercely,  T.  iii.  1760. 
Ferthe,  fourth,  T.  iv.  26,  v.  476. 
Fertber,  adj.  farther,  B  1686,  E  2226. 
Ferther,  aav,  further,  z.  148,  3. 1254. 


Feiiiher-over,  conj,  moreover,  A.  ii.  26. 

13- 

FerthlnfiTi  s.  farthing,  D  1967;  a  very 
small  portion,  A  134. 

Fery,  adj.  fiery,  T.  lii.  1600. 

Feet,  s.  fist,  A  4275,  C  802. 

Feste,  s.  feast,  festival,  A  883,  B  418 ;  to 
/,  to  the  feast,  B  380;  encouragement, 
T.  ii.  361 ;  meriiment,  T.  ii.  421 ;  Maketh 
feste,  flatters,  3.  638;  //.  tokens  of 
pleasure,  T.  v.  1429. 

Festeth,  pr.  s.  feasts,  A  2193. 

Festeyinge,  pres.  part,  feasting,  enter- 
taining, F  345. 

Festeyinge,  s.  festivity,  T.  v.  455. 

Festllch,  adj.  fond  of  feasts,  F  281. 

Festne,  ger.  to  fasten,  A  195. 

Fet ;  see  Fecchen. 

Fete,  dat.  pi.  feet,  3.  199,  400,  502. 

Fether,  s.  wing,  A  2144. 

Fetls,  adj.  neat,  well-made,  handsome, 
A  157 ;  K.  776;  splendid,  R.  1133 ;  grace- 
ful, C  478. 

FetiJsly,  adv.  elegantly,  A  124,073 ;  neatlv, 
trimly,    A    3205,    3319;    exquisitely,  R. 

837. 
Fette ;  see  Fecchen. 

Fetys,  adj.  well-made,  R.  532 ;  handsome, 

R.    821;    splendid,   R.  1133;    graceful, 

C478. 

Fetyely,  adv.  exquisitely,  neatly,  R.  1235. 

Fey,  s.  faith,  A  1126, 3284;  fidelity,  L.  778. 

Feyn,  adj.  glad,  7.  315. 

Feyne,  v.  feign,  pretend,  A  736;  speak 
falsely,  2.  4;  /eyne  us,  feign,  pretend, 
B  351 ;  Feigne,  who-so  f.  may,  let  him, 
who  can,  pretend,  B  3.  p  10. 93. 

Fesmest,  adv.  most  gladly,  ^.  48a 

Feynlng,  s.  pretendmg,  cajolery,  F  556 ; 
pretence,  feigning,  L.  1556. 

Feynt,  adj.  feigned,  R.  433. 

Feyntest,  2/r.  s.  enfeeblest,  B  936. 

Ficcben,  ger.  to  fix.  B  5.  m  4. 18. 

Fiers,  adj.  fierce,  A  1598 ;  proud,  R.  1482. 

Flfte,  fifth,  R.  962,  982;  16.  9. 

Figes,  pi.  fig-trees,  K.  1364. 

Figbten,  v.  fight,  L.  1996 ;  Fight,  pr.  s. 
fights.  5.  103;  Faugh  t,  pt.  s.  fought,  A 
399 ;  Foughten.  pp.  A  62. 

Flgt&re,  s,  shape,  16. 27 ;  form  (as  a  man), 
B  34x2;  figure,  1.94;  figure  (of  speech), 
A  499;  Figure,  type,  i.  169:  pi.  figures 
(of  speech),  E  16;  markings,  A.  pr.  75. 

Figuringe,  s.  form,  L.  298 ;  figure,  G  96. 

Fll,  pt.  s.  y  Fallen. 

Fild,^.  filled,  5.  610. 

Flncb,  s.  finch  (bird),  R.  915;  pulle  a 
finch,  pluck  a  dupe,  A  652. 
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FInde,  v,  find,   x.  72;   A  648;    invent, 

A  736 ;  jrer,  to  provide  for,  C  537 ;  Fint, 

/r.  J.  finds,  G  218 ;  Fynt,  fr.  s.  L.  1499 ; 

Fond^/.  s,  discovered,  A  2445:  found 

out,  T.  i.  659;    provided  for,  B  4019; 

Fonde,//.  s,  iubj.  could  find,  5.  374;  pp. 

found,    E    Lf6;    Founden,   pp,   found, 

B  612;  provided,  B  243. 
Finding,  /.provision,  A  3220. 
Fint,  pr.  s,  finds,  G  218. 
Firre,  s,  fir-tree,  A  2921. 
Flrste.   adj.  def.  first,  3.  1166;  my  firsU, 

my  first  narration,  F  75;  with  the  fir sU^ 

very  soon,  T.  iv.  63. 
Fish,  J.  the  sign  Pisces,  F  273. 
Fit,  J.  a  *  fyt '  or  '  passus,'  a  portion  of 

a  song,  B  2078 ;  bout,  turn,  A  4184. 
Fithele,  /.  fiddle,  A  296. 
Fixe,  pp,  as  adj,  fixed,  T.  L  298 ;  solidified, 

G779. 
Flambe,  s.  flame,  I  353. 
Flatour,  /.  flatterer.  B  45x5. 
Flauinbe,  s,  flame,  HF.  769. 
Flasm,  pp.  flayed,  I  425. 
Fledde,  fi,  s.  fled,  avoided,  B  3445,  3874; 

Fledde  herself,  took  refuge,  L.  122^. 
Flee  (x),  V.  fly,  F  503;  /eet  fiee,  let  fly. 

A  3806;  Flcigh,  pt.  s,    flew,  HF.   921. 

2087;  Fley,//.  J.  B4362;  Flowen,^/.//. 

flew.  B  4581 ;  pp.  flown,  HF.  905. 
Fleen  (2) ,  v.  escape.  A  1170 ;  flee,  L.  1307, 

2oao;  Fleeth,  f>^. //.  4.6;  Fleigh,//.  s. 

fled,  B  3879. 
Fleen,  s.pi.  fleas,^  17. 
Flees,  s.  fleece,  L.  1428. 1647. 
Fleet,  pr,  s.  floats,  B  4^. 
Flekked,  pp.  spotted.  E  1848,  G  565. 
Flexnen,^^.  to  banish,  T.  ii.  Bsa;pr.i, 

H  182;  pp.  banished,  G  58. 
Flexner,  s.  banisher,  driver  away,  B  46a 
Flexnlnflre,  s.  banishment,  flight,  T.  iiL 

933- 
Wlen,  fr.pl.  fly,  T.  iv.  1356. 

Fleshly,  adv.  carnally.  B  1775. 

Flete,  V,  float,  bathe,  T.  iii.  197X ;  i  pr,  s, 
subj.  may  float.  A  2397 ;  Fleteth,  pr.  s, 
floats,  B  901 ;  flows,  abounds  (Lat.  f»- 
fiuat),  B  I.  m  2.  28;  Fleet,/r.x.  floats, 
B  463 ;  pres.  pt.  floating,  A  1956 ;  Flet- 
ingc,'pres. pt.  flowing.  B  i.  p  3.  78  (Lat 
Umphan/e). 

Flex,  s.  flax.  A  676. 

Fley,  pt.  s.  flew,  B  ^362. 

Flikered,  pt.  s.  fluttered,  T.  iv.  1221 ; 
fres.  pt.  pi.  fluttering.  A  1962. 

Flltte,  V.  pass  away,  I  368;  pp.  removed, 
T.  V.  X544 ;  pres.pt.  unimportant,  3.  801. 

Flo,  s.  arrow,  H  264. 


Flokmele,  adv.  in  a  flock,  in  a  great 

number,  E  86. 
Flood,  s.  flood-tide,  F  259;  on  a  fi.,  in 

a  state  of  flood,  T.  iii.  640. 
Florlsshlnffes,//.  florid  ornaments,  HF. 

1301. 
Florouns,  s.pl.  florets,  L.  217,  220. 
Floteren,  pr.  pi.  fluctuate,  waver,  B  3. 

£11.  227. 
^tezy,  adj.  fluttering,  wavy,  A  2883. 
Floufirhf  3//.  s.  didst  fly,  B  4421. 
Flour,  J.  (i)  flower,  L.  48;  ofaUefioures 
fiour^  flower  of  all  flowers,  i.  4 ;  flower, 
i.  e.  choice,  A  4174;  choice  part,  A  982; 
time  of  flourishmg,  A  3048:    (2)  flour, 

R.  356. 

Flour^e-lys,  s.  fleur-de-lis,  lily,  A  238. 

Floviretli,  pr,  s.  flourishes,  T.  iv.  1577 ; 
blooms,  7. 306. 

Flourettes,  s.  pi.  flowerets,  buds,  R.  891. 

Floury,  adj.  flowery,  3.  398. 

Floute,  s.  flute,  HF.  1223. 

Floutours,  pi.  flute-players,  R.  763. 

Flowen,  pt.pl.  and  pp.  of  Flee  (i). 

Floytinsre, /rex.//,  playing  on  the  flute, 
A  91. 

Fneseth,  pr.  s,  breathes  heavily,  puffs, 
snorts,  H  62. 

Fo,  s.  foe,  enemy,  B  1748;  Foo.'A  63; 
Foon,  pi.  B  3896;  Foos,//.  B  2x60. 

Fode,  J.  food,  D  1881,  I  137. 

Foisoun,  s.  plenty,  abundance,  R.  1359. 

Folde,  s.  fold,  sheepfold,  A  5x2. 

Folden,  pp.  folded,  T.  iv.  359,  1247. 

Foled,  j^.  foaled,  bom,  D  X545. 

Folily,  adv.  foolishly,  B  2639. 

Folk,  s.  folk,  people,  A  X2,  25 ;  sort,  com- 
pany, 5.  524 :  fl.  companies,  5.  278. 

Folowed  wel,  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course.  3.  1012;  Folweth,  itnp.  pi.  imi- 
tate, E  X189. 

Fols^,  adv.  foolishly,  3.  874. 

Folye,  s.  folly,  foolishness,  A  304^. 

Folyen,  pr.  pi.  act  foolishly,  B  3.  p  2. 
xoo. 

Fomen,  //.  foe-men.  T.  iv.  42. 

Fomy,  adj.  foaming,  covered  with  foam, 
A  2Qo6. 

Fond ;  pt.  s.  of  Finde. 

Fonde,  V.  endeavour.  R.  1584 ;  v,  attempt, 
try.  E  283 ;  try  to  persuadfe,  B  347. 

Fonde,//.  s.  subj.  could  find,  5.  374. 

Fonge,  V.  receive,  B  377. 

Foxuie,  s.  fool  (Northern),  A  4089. 

Font-ful  water,  fontfiil  of  water,  B  357^ 

Fontstoon,  s.  font,  B  723. 

Foo;  seeFo. 

Foo,  s.  ioo\fbr  foot,  A  3781. 
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Fool,  adj,  foolish,  silly,  R.  1353. 

Fool,  s,  fool,  A  3005 ;  jester,  B  3271 ;  //. 
wicked  persons,  E  2278. 

Fool-larfire,  adj,  foolishly  liberal,  B  2789. 
2810. 

Fool-larfirease,  s,  foolish  liberality,  I  813. 

Foom,  J.  foam,  A  1659,  G  564. 

Foo-men,  s.p/.ioes,  B  3255,  3507. 

Foon,  F008 ;  see  Fo. 

Foot,  iu//.  feet,  A  4124. 

Foot-brede,  s.  foot-breadth,  HF.  2042. 

Foot-hot,  adv.  instantly,  on  the  spot, 
B438. 

Foot-mantel,  s.  foot-cloth, '  safeguard '  to 
cover  the  skirt,  A  472. 

VoT,pr€p.  for,  A  486,  &c.;  in  respect  of, 
5*  336:  by  reason  of,  R.  1564;  for  the 
sake  of,  6  4.  p  6.  190 ;  far  me,  by  my 
means,  T.  ii.  134 ;  /br  wkUh,  wherefore, 
F  152^;  against,  to  prevent,  in  order 
to  avoid,  L.  231 ;  /or  fay  ling,  to  prevent 
£ulure,  T.  i.  928 ;  in  spite  of,  C  129  *,  /or 
ai,  notwithstanding,  A  2020;  /or  my 
dethe,  were  I  to  die  for  it,  4.  186;  to 
have /or  excused,  to  excuse,  A.  pr.  31. 

For,  conj.  for,  A  126,  &c. ;  because,  3.  735, 
789 ;  in  order  that,  B  478,  F  102. 

For  to,  with  in/In.  in  order  to,  to,  A  13, 
78,  &c. 

Fori&ge,  j.  provision  of  fodder,  E  1422 ; 
food,  B  1973;  winter-food,  as  hay,  &c., 
A  3868. 

For-bede,  v.  forbid,  T.  iii.  467;  For- 
bedeth.  pr.  s,  B  2774 ;  Forbet,  jfbr  For- 
bedeth,/r.  s.  forbids,  T.  ii.  717;  m  pAr, 
^od  f.,  or  Crist  f.  =  God  forbid,  Christ 
forbid.  T.  ii.  113,  716;  Forbad,  pi.  s. 
Es7o;  Forbode,  pp.  forbidden,  E  2206. 

Forbere,  v.  forbear  (to  mention),  A  885; 
leave  (him^  alone,  D  665 ;  spare,  A  31^ ; 
little  consider,  T.  ii.  i66o;  Forbar,  //. 
s.  forbare.  T.  i.  437 ;  imp.  pi.  forgive,  L. 
80. 

For-blak,  adj.  extremely  black.  A  2144. 

Forbode,  s,  prohibition ;  goddes  forbode, 
it  is  God's  prohibition  (i.  e.  God  forbid), 
L.  10  a. 

Forbrak,  i  //.  s.  broke  off,  interrupted, 
B  4.  p  I.  7. 

For-bruBed,  pp.  badl v  bruised,  B  3804. 

Forby,  adu.  by.  past,  L.  2539. 

Forbyae,  ger.  to  instruct  by  examples,  T. 
ii.  139a  (A  false  form;  vxt /brbtsne{n) , 
the  former  n  being  dropped  by  confusion 
with  that  in  the  suffix.) 

Force;  seeFora. 

Forcracchen,^^.  to  scratch  excessively, 

R.  323- 


Forcutteth, /r.  s.  cuts  to  pieces,  H  340. 
For-do,  V.  destroy.  '  do  for,  T.  i.  238,  iv. 

168 1 ;  For-dide,//.  s.  slew,  L.  2557;  For- 

doon,  pp.  overcome,  vanquished.  T.  i. 

525;   ruined.  T.  v.  1687;   destroyed,  H 

290;  slain,  L.  939. 
Fordrlven,  pp.  driven  about,  B  i.  p  3. 71. 
For-dronken,  pp.  extremely  drunk,  A 

3120, 4150. 
Fordrye,    adj.   very  dry,  withered   up, 

Fordwyned,  adj.  shrunken,  R.  366. 
Fore,  s.  path,   trace    of  steps,  D  xio; 

course,  track,  D  1935.    A.  S.  /or.. 
Foreyne,  adj.  extraneous,  B  3.  p  3. 73. 
Foreyne,  s,  outer   chamber  \or  court- 
yard?), L.  1962. 
Forfered,  pp.  exceedingly   afraid;  for- 

/ered  0/=  very  afraid  for.  F  527. 
Forfeted,//.  s.  did  wrong,  I  273. 
Forgai,  pt.  s.  0/  Foryeve. 
Forgrat,//.  J.  0/  Foryete. 
Forglft,  s.  forgiveness,  L.  18^. 
For-ffO,  pp.  overwalked.  exhausted  with 

walking,  HF.  115. 
For^on,  ger.  to  give  up,  forego,  {better 

forgo) ,  T.  iv.  19s ;  lose,  R.  1473 ;  Foi^oon, 

pp.  lost,  B  2183. 
Forheed,  s.  forehead,  R.  860;  Forheved. 

Bi.p4.  139. 
For-noor,  adj.  very  hoar}r,  R.  356. 
Forkerveth,  pr.  s.  hews  in  pieces,  H  340. 
Forlaft,^.  abandoned,  C  83. 
Forleeetn,  pr.  s.  los^  I  789.    See  For- 

lorn. 
For-leten,  v.  abandon,  give  up,  C  864 ; 

yield  up,  B  1848 ;   Forlete,  pr.  pL  for- 
sake,  I    9^:    Forleten,  pp.  abandoned, 

given  up,  HF.  694. 
Forllven,  v.  degenerate,  B  3.  p  6.  56: 

Forlived,/^.  as  adj.  degenerate,  ignoble, 

B  3.  m  6.  13. 
Forlorn,  pp.  utterly  lost,  L.  2663.    Sec 

Forlese. 
Forl08t,>^.  utterly  lost,  T.  iii.  28a 
Forloyn,  s.  note  on  a  horn  for  recall,  3. 

386. 
Forme,  s.  form,  A  305;  form,  lair  (of 

a  hare),  B  1294. 
Forme-fader,  .r.  fore-father,  first  fiither. 

B2293. 
Formel,  s.  companion  (said  of  birds), 

S-  371.  373- 
Formely,  adv.  formally,  T.  iv.  497. 

Former,  s.  Creator.  C  19. 

Former  afire,  the  Golden  Age  of  old,  9. 2. 

Formest,  adj.  sup.  foremost,  3.  890. 

Fom-cast,  pp.  premeditated,  B  4407. 
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Forneys,  s.  furnace,  A  903, 559. 

For-old,  adj,  extremely  old,  A  3124. 

Forpampred,/^.  exceeding]/  pampered, 
spoilt  by  pampering,  9. 5. 

For-pynea,  fp.  wasted  away  (by  torment 
orpine),  A  305. 

Fors,  s.  force,  A  3723;  no  fors^  no  matter, 
no  consequence,  A  3723,  B  385 ;  noforce^ 
no  matter,  18.  53;  no  fors  is,  it  is  no 
matter,  T.  iv.  333 ;  no  force  of  no  matter 
for,  10.  13 ;  no  fors  of  me,  no  matter 
about  me,  4.  197 ;  thereof  no  fors,  never 
mind  that,  3.  1170;  make  no  fors,  pay 
no  heed,  H  68 ;  I  do  no  fors,  I  care  not, 
D  1254 ;  /  do  no  fors  thereof  it  is  nothing 
to  me,  3.  543 ;  doth  no  fors,  takes  no  ac- 
count, I  711 ;  what  fors,  what  matter, 
T.  ii.  378. 

Forsake,  v.  deny,  B  i.  p  4.  164;  leave, 
B  3431 ;  Forsook,  pt.  s.  forsook,  R.  1538 ; 
Forsaken,  pp,  R.  1498 ;  imp.  pi.  give  up, 
C386. 

Forseid,  pp.  as  adj.  aforesaid,  5.  13a 

Forseinflre,  s,  prevision,  T.  iv.  989. 

Forshapen,  pp.  metamorphosed,  T.  ii.66. 

For-shrisrlit,  pp,  exhausted  with  shriek- 
ing. T.  iv.  1 147. 

For-slght,  s.  foresight,  T.  iv.  961. 

For-sleuthen,  v.  waste  in  sloth.  B  4286. 

Forslewethy^r.  s.  wastes  idly,  I  685. 

Forsluffgreth,  pr.  s.  spoils,  allows  (goods) 
to  spoil,  I  685. 

Forsongren,  pp,  tired  out  with  singing, 
R.  664. 

Forster,  s.  forester,  A  117. 

Forstraufirht,  pp.  distracted,  B  1395. 

Forswor  bim,  pt.  s.  was  forsworn,  HE. 
389 ;  Forswore,  pp.  falsely  sworn  by,  L. 
2522 ;  Forsworn,  forsworn,  L.  937. 

Forth,  adv.  forth,  on,  further,  onward,  K, 
37:  D  1569,  F  604,  605,  964;  forward. 
HF.  3061;  out,  5.  352;  continually.  F 
Z081;  away,  T.  i.  118;  still,  4.  148;  tho 
f,  thenceforth,  T.  i.  \Qrj(i\  jforth  to  hve, 
i.  e.  they  proceed  to  love,  T.  ii.  788. 

Forther,  adv.  more  forward,  A  4333; 
Further,  (go)  further,  A  41 17. 

Fortheren,  ^er.  to  further,  T.  v.  1707. 

Fortherlnff ,  s.  furtherance,  aid,  L.  69  a. 

Forther-moor,  adv.  further  on,  A  3069; 
Forthermore,  moreover,  C  357. 

Forther-over,  adv,  moreover,  C  648. 

Forthest,  adj.  and  adv.  furthest,  B4.  p  6. 

136. 
For-thinke,  v.  seem  amiss,  {or  here)  seem 
serious,  T.  ii.  1414 ;  pr.  s.  impers.  seems 
a  pity   (to  me),  £  IQ06;    Forthoughte, 
pt.  s.  subj.  should  displease,  R.  1671. 


Forthren,  ger.  to  further,  help,  assist, 

L.  71,  472,  1618;  ger.  to  farther,  T.  v. 

1707. 
Forth-riffht,      adv.     straightforwardly, 

straightforward,  R«  395;   F  1503. 
Forth  ward,  adv.  forwards,  B  363,  F  1169. 
For-thy,  adv.  therefore,  on  that  account, 

A  1 84 1.  4031. 
Fortroden,  pp.  trodden   under  foot,   I 

190. 
Fortult,  adj.  fortuitous,  B  5.  p  i.  91. 
Fortuna  maior^  a  name  for  the  auspicious 

planet  Jupiter,  T.  iii.  1430.     (Or  else, 

a  cluster  of  stars  near  the  beginning  of 

Pisces ;  cf.  Dante,  Purg.  xix.  4.) 
Fortunel,  adj.  accidental,  B  5.  m  i.  16. 
Fortunen,  v.  to   give   (good  or  bad) 

fortune  to,  A  417;   Fortunest,  3  pr.  s. 

renderest  lucky  or  unlucl^,  A  3377 ;  pt, 

pi.  happened,  chanced,  3.  388;  pp.  en- 
dowed by  fortune,  4.  x8o. 
Fortunous,   adj.  fortuitous,  accidental, 

B  I.  p  6.  9. 
For- waked,  pp.  tired  out  with  watching, 

3. 136;  B596. 
Forward,  adv.  foremost;  JSrst  and  /, 

first  of  all,  B  3431. 
Forward,  s.  agreement,  covenant,  A  33, 

839. 
Forwelked,    adj.    withered,    wrinkled, 

deeply  lined,  R.  361. 
Forweped,  pp.  weary,  exhausted  through 

weeping,  3.  126. 
Forwered,/^.  worn  out.  R.  235. 
For-wery,  adj.  very  tired,  5.  93. 
Forwes,  pi.  furrows,  9. 13. 
FOr-why,  com.  for  what  reason,  T.  iii. 

1009;  wherefore,  why,  HF.  30;  because, 

3.461,793. 
For-witer,  s.  foreknower,  B  5.  p  6.  339. 
Forwitingr,  s.  foreknowledge,  B  4433. 
For-wot,  pr.  s.  foreknows,  foresees,  HF. 

45- 
Forwrapped,  pp.  wrapped  up,  C  718 ; 

concealed,  I  330. 

For-yede,  pt.  s.  gave  up,  T.  ii.  133a 

Foryelde,  v.  yield  in  return,  requite,  E 
831. 

Foryetelnesse,  s.  forgetfiilncss,  I  837. 

Foryeten,  v.  forget,  T.  iii.  55 ;  V.  s.  for- 
gets. T.  ii,  375 ;  Forget,  for  Forgeteth, 
pr,  s.  foigets,  R.  61;  Forgat,  i  pt.  s. 
forgot,  C  919 ;  For-yat,  pt,  s,  T.  v.  1535 ; 
For-yeten,  pp.  foigotten,  A  303i;  For- 
geten,pp.  B  3603. 

Foryetral,  adj.  forgetful,  E  473. 

Foryetlngre.  s.  forgetfulness,  B  3.  p  7. 98. 

Foryeve,  v.  forgive,  B  994;  Foryaf,//.  s. 
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foiigave,  T.  iii.  nap,  1577;  Forgaf,  //.  j. 

L.  162;  Forycvc,  ^/. //.  L.  1848;   For- 

ycven,/^^.  forgiven,  T.  ii.  595. 
Foryltaesse,  s.  forgiveness,  B  9963. 
Fostreth,  pr,   s,   cherishes,    E    1387; 

Fostred.  pt.   s.    nourished,    fed,    kept, 

£  22a,  H  131 ;  pp.  nurtured,  nourished, 

C  210. 
Fostrmff,  s.  nourishment,  D  1845. 
Fote,  1.  foot,  short  distance,  F  1x77:  dot. 

L.  2711 ;  him  to  /,  at  his  foot,  L.  1314; 

oh/,,  on  foot,  F  390. 
Fotner,  s,  load,  properly  a  cart-load,  A 

530 ;  great  quantity,  A  1908. 
Fot-hoot,   adv.  hastily,  immediately,  3. 

375- 
Foudre,  s,  thunderbolt.  HF.  535. 

Fouerbten,/^.  fought,  A  6a. 

Foul,  s.  bircf,  F  149 ;  pi.  birds,  L.  37,  130. 

Foule,  adv.  vilely,  D  1069;  foully,  3.  m ; 

S'  5^7*1   evilly,  A  4aao;   shamerally,  L. 

1307;   hideously,  D  xo8a-,   meanly,  R. 

X061. 
Fouler,  adj.  comp.  uglier,  D  999. 
Fouler,  s.  fowler,  L.  132. 
Founde  (i),^^.  to  found,  T.  i.  Z065. 
Founde  (2),  v.  seek  after,  7.  241 ;  x  pr.  j. 

try,  endeavour,  7.  47. 
FouDdexnent,  s.  foundation,  HF.  1x32. 
Foundred,  pt.  s.  foundered,  stumbled, 

A  2687. 
FounoB,  s.  pi.  fawns,  3.  429;    Fownes 

{metaphorically) ,  young  desires, T.  i. 465. 
Foumeys,  s.  furnace,  B  3353. 
Fouztenlgrht,    fourteen   nights,  a  fort- 
night, T.  iv.  1337. 
Fowel,  s.  bird,  A  X90,  3437. 
Foyne,  pr.  s,  imp.  let  him  thrust,  A  S550; 

pr.  s.  A  a6i^ ;  pr.  pi.  A  1654. 
Foyaon,  s.  abundance,  plenty,  A  3165. 
Frakxiea,//.  freckles,  A  2169. 
Frazxie,  ^er.  to  put  together,  build,  T.  iii. 

530- 

Fraxichyse,  s.  liberality.  E  1987 ;  noble- 
ness, F  1524 ;  privilege,  I  45a. 

Fraukeleyn,  s.  fraxudin,  freeholder,  A 


331- 


Fraxikes,  pi.  franks.  B  137X.  1377. 

\  T.   iii. 
O.  F.  pra/f,  troop. 


Frape,  s.  company,  pack, 


4x0. 


Fraught,  pp.  freighted,  B  171 ;  han  doom 
fr.,  have  caused  to  be  freighted. 

Frayneth,  pr.  s.  prays,  beseeches,  B  X79a 

Free,  adj.  liberal,  generous,  B  1366, 1854 ; 
bounteous,  liberal,  3.  484;  noble,  beau- 
^i^'t  C  35;  profuse,  lavish,  A  4387;  as 
s.  noble  one,  6.  X04. 

Freedoxn,  s.  Uberalitv.  L.  1x37. 


Freele,  adj.  frail,  fragile,  1 1078. 

Freend,  s.  friend,  A  67a 

Freendllch,  adj.  friendly.  A  a68o. 

Freletee,  s.  frailty,  C  78,  D  9a. 

Fremede,  adj.  foreign ;  Fremed  {before  a 
vowel),  strange,  wild ;  fremed  and  tame ^ 
wild  and  tame,  every  one,  T.  iii.  529; 
Fremde.  foreign.  F  429.    A.  %.  fremede. 

Frexiesye,  s.  madness,  D  aao9. 

Frenetyk,  adj.  frantic,  T.  v.  ao6. 

Frenges,  pi.  fringes,  D  X383 ;  bordcrings. 
HF.  1318. 

Frere,  s.  friar,  A  ao8.  D  839. 

Fresshe,  adv.  newly.  L.  304. 

FireBSbe,  v.  refresh,  R.  15x3. 

Fret,  s.  ornament,  L.  ax5.  225, 2a8. 

Freten,  v.  eat  (governed  by  sough)  ^  A 
aox9 ;  pr.  s,  devours,  R.  387 ;  pt.  pi.  con- 
sumed, D  561;  Freten,  pp.  eaten,  de- 
voured, A  ao68 ;  Frete,^.  B  475. 

Fretted,/^,  adorned,  set.  L.  XX17. 

Freyzie,  v.  ask,  question,  T.  v.  1237 ;  //.  s. 
B3oaa:  M  G433. 

Fro,  prep,  from,  A  44 ;  out  of,  4.  354 ;  to 
and  fro,  L.  3^58,  a47X. 

FroflTgee,  pi.  frogs.  R.  X4ia 

From,  prep.  from.  A  128 ;  apart  from,  T. 
iv.  766 ;  from  the  time  that,  R.  85a 

Frosty,  adj.  frosty,  cold,  A  a68;  which 
comes  in  the  winter,  5.  ^64. 

Frote,  ger.  to  rub,  T.  iii.  IXX5:  pr.  s.  A 

3747- 
i  Frothen,  pr.  pi,  become  covered  with 

foam.  A  X659. 

Fro-this-forth,  henceforward.  T.  iv.  314. 

Froxinced,  adj.  wrinkled,  R.  365. 

Frounoeles,  adj.  unwrinkled,  R.  86a 

Frount,  s.  true  countenance,  B  2.  p  8. 7. 

Fructuoue,  adj.  fruitful,  1 73. 

Fruit,  s.  fruit,  X.  38 ;  result,  F  74. 

Frusrteciteres,  s.  pi.  fern,  fruit-sellers,  C 

478. 
Frye.  v.  fry,  A  383,  D  487. 
Fufiritif,  adj.  fleeing  from  iXAX^frcfiigus), 

HF.  X46. 
Ful,  adj.  satiated.  T.  iii.  x66x ;  atte  fulU, 

at  the  full,  completely,  A  65X. 
Ful,  adv.  fiilly,  F  X230;   very,  quite,  B 

3506.  F  5a ;  /  many,  very  many.  F  X28. 
FulflUe,  V.  mmi,  6.  X7;  Fulfelle  (Kentish 

form),^#r.  T.  iii.  5x0;  Fulfuldest,  a//,  s. 

didst  satisfy,  B  a.  p  3.  66;  Fulfillecf, /^. 

quite  full.  L.  54. 
Fiusoxxixiease,  s.  copiousness,  excess.  F 

405. 
Fuxne,  s.  vapour,  B  4x14. 
Fumetere,  s.  fumitory,  Pumaria  ofici- 

Halts,  B  4x53. 
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Fuznositee,  s.  fumes  arising  from  drank- 
enness,  C  567,  F  358. 

Pundement  (x),  j.  foundation.  D  2x03; 
(2)  fundament,  C  95a 

Funeral,  adj.  T.  v.  30a ;  funereal,  A  2864, 
2912. 

Furial,  adj.  tormenting,  furious,  F  448. 

Furle,  s.  monster,  A  2684  •  i^c>  1**  v.  212. 

FurlonfiTB,  pL  furlongs,  A  4166 ;  Furlong- 
wey,  a  short  distance,  B  557;  Forlong- 
wey,  a  brief  time  (lit.  time  of  walking 
a  furlong,  ai  minutes) ,  T.  iv.  1237. 

Furre,  s.  fur,  R.  228. 

Furred,  pp.  hirred,  trimmed  with  fiir, 
R.  227.  408. 

Furrinere,  s.  fiir-trimming,  I  418. 

Further-over,  moreover,  2.  85. 

Furthre,iw.  to  help,  HF.  2023;  pp.  ad- 
vanced, 7.  273. 

Fusible,  adj.  capable  of  being  fused, 
G8^6. 

Fustian,  s.  fustian,  A  75. 

Futur,  ad;',  future,  T.  v.  748. 

Fyle,  V.  file,  smoothe  by  filing,  5.  2x2; 
Fylcd,  pp.  A  2152. 

Fyn,  J.  end,  R.  1558;  death,  T.  ii.  $27; 
result,  B  S^^f  3^^4  '*  ^^"^>  ^  3i<^ !  object, 
T.  ii.  425,  lii.  553 ;  for  fyn,  finally,  T.  iv. 

477- 
Fyn,  adj.  fine,  strone,  A  1472;  of  fyne 

force,  of  very  need,  T.  v.  421. 
Fyne,  v.  finish,  T.  iv.  26;  cease,  end,  T.  ii. 

X460. 
Fynt,  pr.  s.  finds,  A  407Z ;  Fint,  G  ai8. 
Fyr,  s.  fire,  B  3734 ;  r yr  of  Seint  Antony, 

erysipelas,  I  427. 
Fyr.maklnffe,  j.  making  of  the  fire,  A 

29x4. 
Fysicien,  j.  physician,  B  i.  p  3.  4. 


O. 


Gabbe, ^er.  to  boast,  prate^  A  3510 ;  ipr.s. 

>bestow,  " 
thou,  T.  iv.  481. 


lie,  speak  idly,  3.  IG75 ;  Gabl 


liest 


Gabber,  s.  liar,  idle  talker.  I  89. 

Gable,  s.  gable-end.  A  3571. 

Gadellngr,  s.  idle  vagabond,  gad-about,  R. 

938- 
Gadereth,  pr.  s.  gathers,  A  1053. 

Oaderlnge,  s.  gathering,  B  2765. 

GaiUard,  adj,  joyous,   merry,  lively.  A 

4367. 
Galantyne,  s.  a  kind  of  sauce,  galantine, 

9.  16 ;  12. 17. 
Galazye,  s.  the  Galaxy.  Milky  Way.  5. 

56:  HF.936. 


Gale,  V.  sing,  cry  out,  D  852 ;  pr,  s.  subj. 
exclaim.  D  1336. 

Galianes,  s.  pi.  medicines.  C  306.  So 
named  after  Galen. 

Galingale,  s.  sweet  cyperus,  A  381.  (A 
spice  was  prepared  from  the  root  of  the 
plant.) 

Galle,  s.  sore  place,  D  940. 

Galles,  pi.  feelings  of  envy,  9. 47. 

Galoche,  s.  a  shoe,  F-555. 

Galoun,  s.  gallon,  H  94. 

Galpinff ,  pres.  pi.  gaping,  F  350. 

Galwes,  s.  pi.  gallows,  B  3924. 

Gamed,  pt.  s.  impers.  it  pleased,  A  534. 

Gamen,  s.  game,  sport,  T.  ii.  38,  iii.  250 ; 
joke,  jest,  E  733 ;  amusement,  fun,  merri- 
ment, A  2286,  4354. 

Gan,  //.  s.  of  Ginne. 

Ganeth,/r.  s.  yawneth,  H  35. 

Gape,  V.  gape,  gasp,  B  3924;  Gapeth./r. 
s.  opens  his  mouth,  L.  2004;  Gape  {also 
CAm ,  pr.  pi.  gape,  stare,  A  3841. 

Oapmges,  s.  pi.  greedy  wishes,  B  2.  m  2. 
17  (Lat.  hiatus^. 

Oappe,  s.  gap,  A  1639, 1645. 

Gardin-wal,  s.  garden-wall,  A  io6a 

Gardinward,  tulv.  gardenward;  to  tkeg.^ 
towards  the  garden,  F  X505. 

Gargat,  s.  throat,  B  4524. 

Garleek,  s.  garlick,  A  634. 

Gamement,  s.  garment,  R.  896. 

Gamere,  s.  gamer,  granary,  R.*ii48. 

Gamlsoun,  s.  garrison.  B  22x7. 

QtBAyfr.  s.  goes  (Northern),  A  4037. 

Oastly,  adv.  terrible,  A  19814. 

Gastnesse,  s.  terror,  B  3.  p  5.  29. 

Gat,/A  J.  tf/Geten. 

Gat-tothed.  adj.  having  the  teeth  fiir 
apart,  A  468,  D  603. 

Gaude,  s.  gaud,  toy.  pretence,  T.  ii.  35 x ; 
trick.  C  389 ;  pi.  pranks,  I  651. 

Gaud^,  adj.  dyed  with  weld.  A  2079.  Fr. 
gauder,  to  dye  with  weld. 

Gauded,  pp.  furnished  with  beads  called 
gauds,  A  159.  (The  bead  or  ^aud  vfos 
formerly  called  gaudee,  from  Lat.  imp. 
^\.  gaudete.) 

Gaure,  v.  stare,  T.  ii.  1x57;  gtr.  to  stare, 
gaze,  A  3827. 

Gay,  d<(^'.  finely  dressed.  A  74,  ixx ;  joyous, 
R.  435 ;  wanton,  A  3769. 

Gaylard,  adj.  lively.  A  3336. 

Gayler,  s.  gaoler,  A  X064. 

Gayneth,/r.  j.  avails,  A  1176;  pt.  s.  pro- 
fited. T.  i.  352. 

Gaytres  bersrles,  berries  of  the  gay-tree 
or  gait-tree  (goat-tree),  berries  of  the 
Rkamnus  catharticus,  or  buckthorn,  B 
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4155.    Called  ^etbdrs  ttd,  goat-berry-tree, 

in  Swedish  dialects  (Rietz). 
Gtoaunt,  s.  giant,  B  1997, 3398. 
Oebet,  s.  gibbet,  gallows,  HF.  106. 
Oeen,  pp.  gone  (Northern),  A  4078. 
Oeeth,/r.  s,  goes,  L.  2145. 
Generally,  adv.  everywhere,  T.  i.  86. 
Oent,  adj.  refined,    exquisite,    noble,  B 

1905;   slim,  A  3254;  yvOT.   graceful,  R. 

1032. 
Oenterye,  s.  nobility,  magnanimity,  L. 

394;  gentility,  D  ZI46;  gentle  birth,  I 

t52;  rank,  I  461;  sign  of  good  birth, 
601. 

Gentil,  adj.  gentle,  refined,  A  72;  gentle, 
worthy,  B  1627;  excellent,  A  718;  mild 
in  manner,  compassionate,  A  647 ;  well- 
bred,  Dm;  beautiful,  R.  zo8i ;  charm- 
ing, R.  1016. 

GentUlesse,  s.  gentleness,  noble  kindness, 
courtesy,  good  breeding,  L.  610,  loio, 
1080;  A  920;  nobility,  B3854;  gentility, 
D  1 109;  worth,  £96;  kindness.  G  1054; 
condescension,  B  853;  high  birth,  I  ^85 ; 
slendemess,  symmetiy,  F  426 ;  delicate 
nurture,  E  593. 

Oentilleete,  adj.  sup.  noblest,  E  72, 131. 

Oentilly,  adv.  gently,  honourably,  A 
3104;  courteously,  B  1093;  frankly,  F 
674. 

GentilB,  s.pl.  gentlefolk,  A  3113. 

Geoxnancle,  s.  divination  by  figures  made 
on  the  earth.  I  605. 

Gtooxnetrlens,  /.//.  geometricians,  B  3. 
p  lo.  143. 

Gere,  s.  gear,  armour,  A  2180;  equip- 
ment, A  4016;  property,  B  800 ;  utensils, 
A  352 ;  apparel,  A  365 ;  pi.  contrivances, 
F  1276. 

Gere,  s.  changeful  manner,  A  1372;  pL 
changeful  ways.  A  153 1. 

Qerful,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iv.  286;  A 
1538.    Cf.  Gery. 

Gerland,  s.  garland,  R.  566. 

Gemer,  s.  gamer,  A  593. 

Gery,  adj.  changeable,  A  1536. 

Gesse,  v.  suppose,  imagine,  R.  1115;  i/r, 
s.  suppose,  A  82, 117;  B  3435,  3960. 

Geselngre,  s.  opinion,  B  i.  p  4.  315. 

Gest,  s.  guest.  HF.  288. 

Geste,  s.  romance,  tale,  story,  T.  ii.  83, 
iii.  450 ;  in  geste,  in  romance-form,  like 
the  common  stock-stories,  B  2123;  pi. 
stories,  D  642;  occurrences,  T.  i.  145; 
exploits,  affairs,  T.  ii.  1349;  histories, 
historv.  B  1126;  deeds,  HF.  1434. 

Gestoiirs,  s.  pi.  story-tellers,  B  2036; 
Gestiours.  HF.  1198. 


Gtot  (jet),  s.  contrivance,  G  1277. 
Geten,  v.  obtain,  get,  L.  2370;  beget,  E 

1437;  Get,/r.  s.  procures,  1  828;  Gete, 

9  pr,  pi.  as  Jut.  (ye)  will  get,  5.  651;  Gat, 

//.  s.  begat,  B  715 ;  got,  7.  906;  procured 

for,  A  703 ;  Geten,  pp.  gotten,  obtained, 

A  291;  won,  L.  1753;  begotten,  L.  1402; 

han  geten  hem,  to  have    acquired    for 

themselves,  F  56. 
Glf,  conj.  if  (Northern),  A  4181. 4190. 
Gig^es,  pi.  rapid  movements,  HF.  1942. 
Oigghigefpres.  pt.  £l.  fitting  with  straps, 

A  2504.    From  O.  F.^tf^fi//,  a  handle  of 

a  shield. 
Gilden,  adf.  golden,  3.  338. 
Gilt,  s.  guilt,  offence,  F  757,  1039;  //.sins, 

B  3015. 
Glltelees,  adj.  guiltless,  innocent,  A  1312. 
Giltif ,  adj.  guilty,  T.  iii.  1019. 
Gin,  s.  contrivance,  snare,  G  X165;  pi. 

traps,  snares,  R.  162a 
Gln^ebreed,  s.  gingerbread,  B  2044. 
Gingere,  s.  ginger.  R.  1369. 
Ginglen,  v.  jingle,  A  17a 
Glnne,  v.  begin,  attempt,  HF.  2004;  Gan, 

I  //.  s.  be^n,  T.  i.  266 ;  {as  auxiliarv 

verb'),  did.  R.  734, 1129;  Gonne,//.  did, 

E  1103;  HF.  044,  1002;  began,  C  323; 

Gonnen,//. //.  began.  5.  531;   Gunne, 

pt.pl.  began,  HF.  1658;  did,  HF.  1384; 

Gunnen,//.jft/.  did,  T.  ii.  i^a 
Glnninflre,  s.  beginning,  T.  1. 377. 
Gipoun,  s.  a  short  cassock  or  doublet, 

A  75,  2x20. 
Glpser,  s.  pouch,  purse,  A  357. 
Girdel,  j.^rdle,  A  358.3250;  central  line, 

or  great  circle,  A.  1. 17.  49. 
Giraen.^«r.  to  strike,  B  3736.    Properly 

to  switch. 
Girdilstede,  s.  waist.  R.  826. 
Girles,  pi.  young  people,  whether  male 

or  female,  A  664. 
Glrt./r.  J.  girds,  L.  1775  \  PP-  girded.  A  3^. 
Giser,  s.  gizzard,  liver,  B  3.  m  12. 47. 
Giteme,  s.  kind  of  ^itar,  cittern.  A  3333. 
Giteminge,  s.  playmg  on  the  gittem,  or 

cittern,  A  3363. 
Glade,  ger.  to  gladden,  cheer,  E  1174; 

ger.  to  console,  A  2837 ;  to  rejoice.  5. 687 ; 

Gladed.  pt.  s.  cheered,  T.  i.  Il6;  imp.  s. 

3  p.  may  he  comfort,  E  822 ;   Gladeth, 

imp.pl.  rejoice,  4.  z. 
Glader,  s.  one  that  cheers,  A  2223. 
Gladly,  <f^z/.  fitly,  887;  willingly,  F  224; 

by  preference.  L.  770 ;  that  been  gl.  wyse^ 

that  would  be  thought  wise,  F  372. 
Gladsoxn,  adj.  pleasant,  B  3968. 
Glareth,  pr.  s.  glistens,  shines,  HF.  272. 
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Glaae,  ^tr.  to  glaze,  furnish  with  glass,  T. 
V.  469.  To  glate  one's  hood  =  to  provide 
with  a  useless  defence. 

OlaslnflT,  s.  glass-work,  3.  327. 

Qlede,  J.  burning  coal,  glowing  coal  or 
ashes,  B  III;  coloured  as  the  glede,  of 
a  bright  red,  gules,  B  3574;  ^/.glowing 
coals,  L.  235.    See  Oleed. 

Gledy,  adj,  glowing  (as  a  coal),  burning, 
L.  105. 

Olee,  s.  music,  T.  ii.  1036 ;  entertainment, 
B  2030;  pi,  musical  instruments,  HF. 
1209. 

Oleed,  s,  glowing  coal.  L.  735. 

Glente,//.^/.  glanced,  T.  iv.  1223. 

Olewe,  V.  fiEisten,  glue,  HF.  1761. 

Glesnre,  s.  white  (of  an  egg),  G  806. 

GUden,  pp.  <7/Glyde. 

Glimsing,  s.  imperfect  sight,  E  2383. 

Gliteren,  pr,pl.  glitter,  A  977. 

Glood,  pi,  s.  <>/Glyde. 

Glose,  s,  glosing,  comment,  L.  328;  F 
166;  explanation,  D  1792;  commentary, 
Aence  margin,  3.  333. 

Glose,  ger,  to  interpret,  explain,  T.  iv. 
1410;  to  flatter,  B  3330;  speak  with 
circumlocution,  E  2351 ;  persuade  cun- 
ningly, T.  iv.  147 1 ;  cajole,  ,D  509;  com- 
ment on,  B  1 180. 

Gloslng-e,  s.  explaining,  D  1793. 

Glyde,  v,  glide,  A  1575;  ascend,  G  402; 
slip,  T.  iv.  1215 ;  up  gL,  rise  up  gradually, 
F  373;  Glddd,  pi.  s.  went  quickly,  B 
2094:  Gllden,/^.  glided,  passed,  E  1887. 

Gnlden,  pi.  pi,  rubbed,  9. 1 1.  From  A.  S. 
gnidan. 

Gnof,  s.  churl  (lit.  thief),  A  3188.  Mod. 
E.  gonoph. 

Gnow,  //.  s.  gnawed,  B  3638. 

Gobet,  s.  piece,  morsel,  fragment.  A  696. 

God,  s.  A  769 ;  God  be  with  you.  farewell. 
C  748;  Goddes,  God's,  Christ's,  B  ii66; 
{pronounced  god's),  D  1096;  Goddes, 
pi.  gods,  false  gods,  3.  1328. 

Godhede,  s.  divinity,  A  2381. 

Godllhede,  s.  beauty,  T.  lii.  1730. 

Godsib,  5.  sponsor,  I  909. 

Gold,  s.  made  of  gold,  R.  1193. 

Gk>ld-bete,  adorned  with  beaten  gold, 
gilt.  7.  24.    Cf.  Y-bete. 

Goldes,  pi.  marigolds,  A  1929. 

Gold-hewen,  pp.  hewn  of  gold,  cut  out 
of  or  made  of  gold,  A  2500. 

Goldleee,  a4j.  moneyless,  B  148a 

Goldsmithne,  s.  goldsmiths'  work,  A 
2498. 

Golee,  s.  gabble  (lit.  mouthful),  5.  566. 
O.  F.  golee. 


Golet,  s.  throat,  gullet,  C  543. 

Gollardeys,  s.  buffoon,  scurrilous  talker,. 
A  560. 

Gomxne,  s.  gum,  L.  i2x. 

Gon,  V.  go,  proceed,  F  200;  walk,  L.  1399; 
move,  A  2510;  Uie  it  goon,  let  it  %o,  G 
1475 ;  to  walk,  1 105 ;  move,  F  921 ;  roam,. 
L.  2066;  Goost,  2  pr.  s.  goest,  G  56; 
Goth,  pr.  s.  goes,  i.  68 ;  Gooth  at)out. 
seeks  for.  T.  i.  1091 ;  Gooth,  goes,  B  385 ; 
Geeth,  L.  2145;  Gas  (Northern),  A 
4037;  Goon,  pr.pl,  proceed,  go  along,  E 
898;  Goon, /5^.  gone,  L.  792:  B.  17;  Go, 
pp.  gone,  G  907;  Geen  (Northern),  A 
4078 ;  Go,  pr,  s,  subj.  may  walk,  L.  2069; 
Go  we,  let  us  go,  T.  ii.  615 ;  Goth,  imp, 
pi.  go,  B  3384. 

Gonfanoun,  s.  gonfieinon,  gonmlon,  a 
sacred  banner,  R.  1201. 

Gonffe,  s.  privy,  I  885. 

Gonne,  s.  missile,  L.  637;  gun,  cannon,. 
HF.  1643. 

Gonne,  -n;  see  Ginne,  v. 

Good,  s,  property,  goods,  5.  462;  Gode, 
dot.  benefit,  HF.  i,  58 ;  property,  wealth,. 
L.  2638 ;  Godes,//.  goods.  B  2605. 

Goodllch,  adj.  kind,  bountiful,  G  1053. 

Goodlibeed,  s.  seemliness,  T.  ii.  842; 
goodly  seeming,  HF.  330;  a  goodly  out- 
side. HF.  274. 

Goodly,  adj.  kindly,  B  2921:  excellent, 
L.  77;   pleasing,  right,  B  3969:    portly, 

B  4010. 
Goodly,  adv.  patiently,  T.  iii.  1035;  well, 
B  2420 ;  kindly,  HF.  565 ;  reasonably,  T. 
iii.  990;   fiavourably,  T.  iii.  654;  rightly, 

B2860.  ^   ^ 

Good-man,  s.  master  of  the  house,  C  361 ; 

householder,  L.  1391' 
GooB,  s.  goose,  5.  358 ;  Gees,//.  E  2275. . 
Gooslsh,  adj.  goose-like,  foolish,  T.  lii.. 

584. 
Goost,  2/r.  s.  goest,  B.  2501. 

Gk>ot,  s.  goat,  A  688,  G  886. 

Gore,  s.  '  gore '  or  gusset  of  a  garment,  B 

1979 ;  a  triangular  piece  cut  out,  A  3237. 
Goshauk,  s.  goshawk,  B  1928. 
Gossib,  J.  female   companion,  D    529; 

male  (spiritual)  relation,  D  243;  Godsib, 

sponsor,  I  909. 
GoBSomer,  s.  gossamer,  F  259. 
G58t,  s.  spirit,  ghost,  HF.  185 ;  soul,  i.  56 ; 

mind,  L.  103;  ghost  (ironically),  H  55; 

the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  93 ;  G  328 ;  yeidetk 

upthegost,  gives  up  the  ghost.  L.  886. 
Goatly,  Goostly,  adj.  spiritual,  I  392. 
GoBtly,    adv.   spiritually,    mystically,    G. 

109 ;  devoutly,  truly,  T.  v.  1030. 
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Goter,  s,  gutter,  channel  for  water,  L. 
2705. 

Goune-clooth,  s.  cloth  to  make  a  gown, 
D  2247,  2252. 

'Oovemadlle,  s.  mastery,  E 1192 ;  pi.  rules, 
B  I.  p  6.  32. 

■ilovemaunce,  s.  management,  control, 
rule,  HF.  ^5,  958;  providence,  T.  ii. 
467;  dommion,  B  3541;  manner  of 
action,  F  311;  self-control,  T.  ii.  1020; 
charge,  care,  C  73;  demeanour,  T.  ii. 
219. 

'Govdrhe,  v,  control,  T.  iii.  475 ;  imp.  pi. 
arrange,  regulate,  B  1451,  E  322. 

•Oovdmeresse,  s.  fem.  governor,  ruler, 
mistress,  i.  141 ;  2.  80. 

Oovemour,  s,  ruler,  umpire,  A  813; 
leader,  L.  1060. 

Grace,  s,  favour,  i.  46;  mercy,  F  999; 
pardon,  B  647;  good  opinion,  R.  1169; 
virtue,  R.  1099;  hir  jifrace,  her  favour 
(i.  e.  that  of  the  Virgin),  B  980;  ofgrace, 
out  of  &vour,  in  kindness,  F  161 ; 
sory  grace,  an  ill  &vour,  HF.  1790;  dis- 
favour, D  746 ;  horde  grace,  displeasure, 
5.  65;  displeasure,  disgust,  D  2228; 
severity,  HF.  1586;  disravour,  misfor- 
tune, T.  i.  713 ;  ill  luck  (i.  e.  a  curse  upon 
him),  G  665 ;  Graces, pi.  thanks,  B  2994. 

Oracelees,  ad;,  un&voured  by  Gc^,  G 
1078 ;  out  of  favour,  T.  i.  781. 

'Grame,  s.  anger,  grief,  harm,  7.  276. 

GransTBi  s.  bam,  granary,  A  3668. 

Grant  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1380. 

Grapenel,  s.  grapnel,  L.  640. 

'Gras  (x),  J.  grass,  R.  1419. 

Graa  (2),  s.  grace,  B  2021. 

'Graspe,  v.  grope,  T.  v.  223. 

Gras-tyme,  s.  time  of  eating  grass,  time 
of  youth,  A  3868. 

Graungres,  pi.  granges,  bams,  granaries, 
HF.  698. 

Graunt,  s.  grant,  R.  851. 

^Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1156. 

GrauDten,  v.  grant.  R.  1483 ;  fix,  name, 
E  179 ;  pt.  s.  assented  to,  L.  2665 ;  pt.  pi. 
consented  to,  A  786. 

Grave,  s.  A  2778 ;  pit,  L.  680. 

Graven,  v.  engrave,  F  830 ;  Grave,  v.  dig ; 

doth  shegr,,  she  causes  to  be  dug,  L.  678 ; 

bury,  E  681 ;  to  engrave,  C  17 ;  Graven, 

jj^.  engraved,  graven,  HF.  193;  buried, 

L.  785;  Grave, >>^.  graven,  HF.  157. 

Grayn,  s.  dye;  in  grayn,  in  dye,  i.  e. 
dyed  of  a  fast  colour,  B  1917. 

Gray  the,  ger.  to  clothe,  dress,  R.  584. 

Grece,  s.  urease,  A  135. 

Gredy,  adj.  greedy,  ready,  T.  iii.  1758. 


Gree  {i),s. fiavour,  good  part,  R. 42 ;  good 
will,  18. 73 ;  in  gree^  favourably,  T.  ii.  529. 
Gree  (2),  s.  degree,  rank,  L.  1313;  supe- 
riority, A  2733. 

Greef,  s.  grievance,  D  2174. 

Greet,  adj.  great,  3. 954 ;  principal,  B  ii8t ; 
voc.  B  1797 ;  pl.Ls.  929;  luxuriant,  C  37; 
a  greet,  a  great  one,  A  339 ;  Grete,  def. 
adj.  as  s.,  the  chief  part,  L.  574. 

Grenoundes,  s.pl.  greyhounds,  A  19a 

Greithe,  v.  prepare,  B  3784. 

Gr6ne,  adj\  asj.,  green  colour,  R.  573 ;  A 
103;  green  clothing  (the  colour  of  in- 
constancy), 21.  7;  green 'place,  green 
space.  F  862. 

Grenehede,  v.  greenness,  wantonness,  B 
163. 

QreTinia^fPres.part.  grinning,  R.  156. 

Gres,  s.  grass,  T.  ii.  515 ;  pi.  grasses,  HF. 

1353- 
Grete,  v.  greet ;  imp.  s.  L.  2299 ;  Grette, 

I  pt.  s.  L.  116. 
Gretter,  adj'.  camp,  greater,  A  197. 
Grevaunce,  s.  grievance,  trouble,  hard- 
ship, B  2676;   complaint  (against  us), 

I.  63;  discomfort,  5.  205;  affliction,  la 

47 ;  pi.  distresses,  T.  i.  647. 
Greve,  s.  grove,  T.  v.  Z144 ;  pi,  A  1495  '• 

boughs,  sprays,  L.  227. 
Greve,  ger.  to  harm,  R.  1042;  feel  vexed. 

grumble,  T.  i.  343 ;  pr.  s.  grieves,  harms, 

A  917 ;  impers,  it  vexes,  E  647. 
GrevouB,   adj.  grievous,  painful,  T.  v. 

1604. 
Greyii,  s.  grain,  corn,  A  596;  grain  (dye), 

B  4649 ;  in  greyn,  of  a  rast  colour,  F  ^11 ; 

Greyn  de  Paradys,  grains  of  paradise, 

R.   1369;    Greyn,  grain    (of  paradise), 

cardamom,  A  3690. 
Greytben,  pr.  pi,  prepare  (themselves), 

get  ready,  A  4309 ;  ger.  to  adom,  clothe, 

dress,  R.  584.     Ice).  greiSa. 
Griffon,  s.  griffin,  A  2133. 
Grille,  adj.  pi.  horrible,  R.  73. 
Grim,  adj.  angry,  A  2042;  nerce,  A  2519. 
Grlmnesse,  s.  horror,  I  864. 
Grinte,  pt.  s.  grinned,  D  2x61. 
Grintinfire,  s,  gnashing  (of  teeth),  I  208. 
Grisel,  s.  name  given  to  an  old  man, 

whose  hair  is  gray  (lit.  old  horse) ,  x6. 35. 
Grisly,  adj.  homble,  terrible,  awful,  A 

X363.  1971 ;  very  serious,  T.  ii.  1700. 
Grobbe,  v.  dig,  grub  (up),  9.  29. 
Grome,  s.  man;  gr.  and  wenche,  man 

and  woman,  HF.  206;  pi.  men,  R.  200. 
Gronte,  pt.  s.  groaned,  B  3899. 
Grope,  V.  try,  test,  examme,  A  644 ;  ger. 

to  search  out,  D  1817. 
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Grdt,  s.  particle,  atom,  D  1293. 
OrOte,  s.  groat,  (Dutch)  coin,  C  945. 
GrouDded,  pp.  well  instructed,  A  414; 

founded,  T.  iv.  167a. 
Oroyn  (i),  j.  (a  swine's)  snout,  I  156. 
Groyn  (2) ,  s.  murmur,  T.  i.  349. 
Groyning,  s,  murmuring,  A  2460. 
Grucche,  v.  murmur,  T.  iii.  643 ;  ^er.  to 

grumble,  D  443. 
Gruoohingr,  s.  grumbling,  complaining, 

murmuring,  D  406, 1 499. 
Gruf,  adv.  on   their  faces,  grovellingly, 

in  a  grovelling  posture,  A  949,  B  1865. 

Cf.  Icel.  a^rrujit,  face  downwards. 
Grypen,  ^er.  to  grasp,  R.  204. 
Grys,  adj.  gray,  G  559;  pomely  grys,  i.  e. 

dapple-gray. 
Grys,  s.  a  gray  iiir,  A  194.    The  fiir  of 

the  gray  squirrel. 
Guerdon,  s.  recompense,  meed,  reward, 

R.  1526 ;  him  to  g.^  as  a  reward  for  him, 

L.  2052. 
Guerdone,  v.  reward,  I  383 ;  pp.  B  2462. 
GuerdoninfiT,  s.  reward,  5.  45c. 
Gyde,  s.  guide,  A    804;    ruler,    G  45; 

guide,  wielder,  5. 136. 
Gyde,  gtr.  to  direct,  lead,  T.  i.  183 ;  to 

guide,  T.  iii.  1811 ;  pr.  pi.  conduct,  T. 

ii.  1x04. 
Gyderease,  s.  conductress,  B  4.  p  i.  9. 
Gydingr,  s.  guidance,  T.  v.  643. 
Gye,  V.  guide,  A  1950,  E  1429;  conduct 

(myself),  L.  2045;  govern,  A  3046;  rule, 

B  3587;  instruct,  control,  B  1286;  ger. 

to  guide,  T.  v.  546;  to  regulate,  I  13; 

as  wisly  he  gye^  so  verily  may  he  guide, 

2^.8. 
Gyle,  5.  deceit,  A  2596;  trick,  T.  iii.  777. 
Gylour,  s,  beguiler,  trickster,  A  4321. 
Gyse,   5.  guise,  way,   A    663;    manner, 

R.  789,  A  1208,  1789;  custom,  A  993; 

way,  plan,  T.  iv.  1370. 
Gyte,  s.  dress,  perhaps  skirt  or  mantle, 

A  3954 ;  pL  D  559.   (jLgyde  in  Jamieson's 

Diet,  where  the  sense  is  dress,  skirt, 

or  mantle.    Gascoip^ne  uses  giie  in  the 

sense  of  dress  in  his  Philomena,  1. 117 : 

*A  stately  Nimph,  a  dame  of  heauenly 

kinde.  Whose  glittering  giU  so  glimsed 

in  mine  eyes.' 


Ha  1  ha  I  itUerj.  B  4571. 
Haberdasslier,  s.  seller  of  hats,  A  361. 
Haberereoun,  s.  a  hauberk  or  coat  of 

mail,  A  76,  21 19. 
Habitacle,  5.  habitable  space.  B  2.  p  7. 

59;  Habitacles,//.  niches,  HF.  1194. 


Habotindaunt,  pres.  pt.  abounding,  B 

o^  D  2.  ^2 

Habounde,  v.  abound,  B  3938,  E  1286. 
Habundant,  adj.  abundant,  E  59. 
Habundaunce,  s.  plenty,  B  2332. 
Hab3fteii, /r.  pi.  inhabit,  R.  660. 
Hacches,  pi.  hatches,  L.  648. 
Hailes,  pi.  hail-storms,  HF.  9(57. 
Hainselins,  s,  pi.  short  jackets,  I  422. 

O.  F.  hainselln,  hamcellin^  a  sort  of  robe ; 

cf.  G.  Hemd,  shirt. 


Haire,  s.  hair-shirt,  R.  438. 
"lakei 
[aide 

4208. 
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Hakeney,  s.  old  horse,  R.  1137 ;  G  559. 

Halde,/^.  held,  esteemed  (Northern),  A 


Hale,  V.  draw,  attract,  5.  151;  pr.  s. 
draws  back,  i.  68. 

Half,  s.  side,  HF.  X136:  behalf,  T.  ii. 
1734;  Halfe,  dal.  5.  125;  on  my  hal/e, 
from  me,  3.  139;  a  goddes  hal/e,  on 
God's  side,  in  God's  name,  D  50 ;  Halve, 
dot.  side,  part,  T.  iv.  945;  pL  sides, 
A  3481. 

Half-groddes,  pi.  demi-gods,  L.  387. 

Half-yeer  afire,  of  the  age  of  half  a  year, 

Hallday,  s.  holiday,  A  3309,  ^o. 
Halke,  s.  comer,  R.  464;  hiding-place, 

L.  1780;  nook,  F  IX2I ;  fl.  G  311. 
Halle,  s.  hall,  A  353 ;  dining-room,  T.  ii. 

1 170 ;  parlour,  B  4022. 
Halp,  pt  s.  of  Helpe. 
HeLls,j.neck,  HF.394;  B73;  adthehals, 

cut  in  the  throat,  L.  392  a. 
Halse,  I  pr.  s.  I  conjure,  B  1835.    The 

proper  meaning  of  A.  S.  healsian  is  to 

clasp  round  the  neck  (A.  S.  heals)  ^  and 

thence  to  beseech,  supplicate. 
Halt,  pr.  s.  of  Holde  and  Halten. 
Halten,  ger.  to  limp,  T.  iv.  1457;  Halt, 

pr.  s.  goes  lame,  3.  622. 
Halve   fiTOddes,  pi,  demigods,   T.   iv. 


1545. 
[alvei 


Halvendel,  s.  the  half  part  (of),  T.  v. 

Halwen,  ger.  to  hallow,  I  919. 

Halwes,  pL  saints,  B  1060;  apostles,  3. 
831 ;  shnnes  of  saints,  A  14. 

Haly-dayes,  pi.  holy-days,  festivals,  A 

-^3952. 1  6R7. 

Hazn,  s.  home  (Northern),  A  4033. 

Hameled,  pp.  cut  oif.  T.  ii.  964.  (It 
refers  to  the  mutilation  of  dogs  that 
were  found  to  be  pursuing  game 
secretly.  They  were  mutilated  by 
cutting  off  a  foot.)  A.  S.  hamelian,  to 
mutilate. 

Hamer,  s.  hammer,  A  2508. 
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Hampred,  /^.  hampered,  burdened,  R. 
1493. 


Ld,  s.  band,  A  108;  i>  Ais  hantU, 
leading  by  his  hand,  L.  913. 

Handebrede,  s.  hand's  breadth,  A  381 1. 

Haudwerk,  s,  creatures,  things  created, 
D  1562. 

Hanereth,  pr.  s.  as/ia.  will  bang,  R.  193 ; 
Heeng,//.  s.  hung,  A  ^250;  Heng,//.  s. 
hung,  K.  224,  240;  (which)  hung.  £ 
1883;  hung  down,  T.  ii.  689;  Hanged, 
pp.  hung  round,  A  2568 ;  hung.  T.  ii.  353. 

Hap,  s.  chance,  E  2057;  luck,  success, 
B  3928,  G  1209;  good  fortune,  3.  1039; 
A.  othir  grace^  a  mere  chance  or  a 
special  favour,  3.  810;  pL  occurrences, 

3-  ia79- 
Happe,  V.  happen,  befiBLlI,  A  585 ;  h,  hova 

A,  may,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  796. 

Happen,  /r.  s,  suij\  (it)  may  happen,  L. 

78. 

Happy,  adj.  lucky,  T.  ii.  621. 

Hard,  adj,  hard,  A  220;  0/ hard,  with 
difficulty,  T.  ii.  1236 ;  def.  cruel,  6.  106 ; 
F  499 ;  with  h.  jp'ace,  with  displeasure, 
severity  {see  Qrace). 

Harde,  adv,  tightly,  A  3279. 

Hardely y  adv,  boldly,  R.  270 ;  unhesitat- 
ingly, 6.  118;  scarcely,  R.  4;  certainly, 
HF.  359. 

Hardiment,  s.  boldness,  T.  iv.  533. 

Hardlnesae,  s.  boldness,  A  1948,  fi  3210; 
fool-hardiness,  B  2^08 ;  insolence,  I  438. 

Hardlngr,  s.  hardening,  tempering,  V  243. 

Hardn^Bse,  s,  cruelty,  4.  232 ;  hardship, 
1688. 

Hardy,  ad;,  bold,  A  405;  sturdy,  F  19; 
rash.  R.  1038. 

Harle,  ger.  to  drag,  I  171 ;  Haried,  pp. 
pulled  forcibly,  A  2726. 

Harlot,  s.  a  person  of  low  birth,  servant- 
lad,  D  1754;  ribald,  A  647;  rogue, 
rascal,  A  4268;  Harlotes,  pi.  thieves, 
pick-pockets,  R.  Z91.  (Used  of  both 
sexes.) 

Harlotrye,  s.  ribaldry,  A  3x45 ;  wicked- 
ness, D  1328 ;  evil  conduct,  £  2262 ;  pL 
ribald  jests,  A  561. 

Harm,  s.  harm,  q.  492;  A  385;  broken 
harm,  occasional  injury,  pAty  annoy- 
ance, E  1425. 

Hamelaed,  pp.  equipped  (lit.  harnessed) , 
A  114. 

Hameya,  s,  armour,  A  1006;  gear,  ar- 
rangement, I  974;  fittings,  A  2896; 
harness,  I  433 ;  provision,  D  136. 

Harpe^trlnfires,  //.  harp-stnngs,  HF. 
777. 


HarplnGr*  -r.  playing  on  the  harp,  A  266. 

Harpour,  s.  harper,  T.  ii.  1030. 

Harre,  s.  hinge,  A  550.    A.  S.  heorra. 

Hsunrow !  intery.  help  1  A  3286.  O.  F.  Maro, 

Harwed,//.  s.  harried,  despoiled,  A  351s, 
D  2107.  (Alluding  to  the  harrying  or 
harrowing  of  hell  by  Christ.)  A.  S. 
hergian. 

Hasard,  s.  dice-play,  C  46^,  591. 

Hasardour,  s.  gamester,  C  ^96. 

Hasardrye,  s.  gaming,  playing  at  hazard, 
C590. 

Hasel-wode,  s.  hazel-wood,  i.  e.  no  news 
(see  below),  T.  v.  50c,  1174;  pi.  hazel- 
bushes,  T.  iii.  89a  (Hazel-woods  shake, 
i.  e.  that  is  no  news,  it  is  of  no  ose  to 
tell  me  that.) 

Haspe,  s.  hasp,  A  3470. 

Hast,  hast  thou  (so)  ?  A  4268. 

Hast,  s.  haste,  T.  iii.  1438. 

Hasteth,  imp.pl.  make  haste,  I  7a. 

Hastif ,  adj.  hasty,  A  3545. 

Hastifnease,  s.  nastiness,  B  2312. 

Hastow,  2/r.  s.  hast  thou,  A  3533. 

Hateful,  adj.  hateful,  D  306;  odious 
(Lat.  odibile),  D  1195. 

Hateredes,  x.  pi.  hatreds,  B  4.  m  4.  2. 

Haubergreons,  x//.hauberks.1 1052, 1054. 

Hauberk,  s.  coat  of  mail,  A  2431,  B  2053. 

Haunche-bon,  s.  thigh-bone,  A  3803; 
pi.  haunch-bones,  A  3279. 

Bfaunt,  s.  abode,  B  abode,  B  2001 ; '  limit,' 
usual  resort,  A  252  c\  use,  practice, 
skill.  447. 

Haunteth,  pr.  s.  habitually  uses,  T.  v. 
1556;  is  used  to,  A  4392;  practises,  C 

f^7 ;  P"'  P^'  resort  to,  I  885 ;  practise, 
780,  847. 
Hauteyn,  adj.  proud,   stately,   5.   262; 

loud,  C  3^0 ;  Hautein,  haughty,  I  614. 
Haven,  vThave,  T.  iii.  1463 ;  Han,  v.  F  56 ; 
keep,  retain,  C  725 ;  take  away,  C  727 ; 
obtain,  G  st34 ;  possess  (cf. '  to  have  and 
to  hold'),  B  208;  Hast.  2 /r.  s.  hast 
thou  so?  A  4268;  Hath,  pr.  s.  has, 
L.  2700;  Han,  i  pr.  pi.  have,  L.  28; 
apr.pl.  A  ^457  Han,^r.//.  E  188,  381 ; 
possess,  A.  pr.  24;  Hadde,  i  pi.  s.  pos- 
sessed, 2.  34;  Hadde,//.  J.  bad,  L.  1859; 
had,  possessed,  £  438;  took,  £  303; 
Hade  (used  for  the  rime) ,  //.  s.  A  554, 
617 ;  Hadden,  pi.  pi.  had,  kept,  £  201 ; 
Hadde,//.//.  L.  1841;  /hadde  lever,  I 
would  rather,  B  3083;  Have,  imp.  s. 
take,  F  759 ;  Have  doon,  make  an  end. 

S-492- 
Havingre,  s.  possession  (habemdi),  B  2. 

m5.33. 
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Hawe,  (i),s.  haw,  yard,  enclosure,  C  85^. 

Hawe,  (2),  J.  haw  (fruit  of  dog-rose),  D 
659 ;  w/M  Aawe  bake,  with  baked  haws, 
i.  e.  with  coarse  fare,  B  95. 

Hay,  s.  hed^e,  R.  54. 

Hayl,  inter;,  hail !  A  3579. 

Hayt,  interj.  come  up !  D  1543. 

He,  pron.  he,  A  44,  &c. ;  used  fir  it,  G  867, 
868 ;  that  he,  that  inan,  HF.  2069 ;  He  . . . 
he,  this  one  . . .  that  one,  5.  166 ;  He  and 
he,  one  man  and  another,  T.  ii.  1748; 
Him,  dot,  and  ace,  himself,  A  87;  Him 
or  here,  him  or  her,  HF.  1003;  him 
semed,  it  seemed  to  him,  he  appeared, 
B  3361 ;  Hem,  pi.  dat.  and  ace,  them, 
A  11;  hem  seemed,  it  seemed  to  them, 
they  supposed,  F  56. 

Sed.pp,  hidden,  L.  ao8. 

Hede,  s.  heed,  A  303 ;  tah  h.,  take  care, 
1. 47. 

Hede,  v.  provide  with  a  head,  T.  ii.  1042. 

H^^d,  s.  head,  A  198,  293,  455;  source, 
16.  43;  beginning,  F  1282;  on  his  h,, 
at  the  risk  of  his  head,  A  1725 ;  malgre 
hir  hede,  in  spite  of  all  they  can  do, 
4. 220 ;  maugree  hir  heed,  in  spite  of  all 
she  could  do,  D  887 ;  mau^e  thyn  heed, 
in  spite  of  all  thou  canst  do,  B  104; 
Hedes,  pi.  heads,  or  first  points  of  signs, 
A.  i.  17.  20 :  Hevedes,  heads,  B  9033. 

Heef ,  pi.  s.  of  Heve. 

Heeld,  pt.  s.  of  Holde. 

Heelp,  pt.  s.  of  Helpe. 

Heener,  pt,  s.  of  Hange. 

H^^P,  s,  heap,  i.  e.  crowd,  host,  A  575 ; 
great  number,  crowd,  T.  iv.  128 1. 

He^r,  s.  hair,  R.  549;    Hdres,  pi,  HF. 

H^er,  adv,  here,  B  1177;  Heer  and  ther, 
never  long  in  one  place,  G  1174;  her 
and  ther,  hither  and  thither,  B  5.  p 
•».  w* 

Heer-agra3m8,  prep,  against  this,  I  668. 

Heer-bifom,  adv,  here-before,  before 
this,  F  1535. 

Heer-forth,  adv,  in  this  direction,  D  looi. 

Heer-mele,  s,  the  thickness  of  a  hair, 
a  hair's  breadth,  A.  ii.  38.  17. 

Heeste,  s.  commandment,  I  845. 

Heet,  pt,  s.  of  Hote. 

HeggBf  s.  hedge,  T.  v.  1144;  pi.  B  4408. 

Heifirb,  adj,  high,  A  316,  522;  great,  A 
1798;  lofty,  B  31^2;  learned,  E  18; 
severe,  B  795;  Heighe,  def,  C  633;  in 
h,  and  lotoe,  in  both  high  and  low 
things,  i.  e.  wholly,  A  817,  B  993. 

Helfirne,  adv.  high  up,  T.  iv.  996;  heigh, 
B  4607 ;  an  hei^h,  on  high,  F  849. 


Helfirbly,  adv,  strongly,  T.  ii.  1733. 

Helde,  v.  hold,  retain,  D  272.  See  Holde 
(the  usual  form). 

Helde,  pt.  pi,  poured  out,  HF.  1686. 
(Better  than  '  held.')    See  Hlelde. 

Hele,  s,  health,  L.  1159;  recovery,  well- 
being,  I.  80;  prosperity,  L.  296.  A.  S. 
halu. 

H61e,  dat.  heel,  T.  iv.  728. 

Hele,  V.  conceal,  B  2279;  //.  hidden,  B 
424^.    A.  S.  helan. 

Helelees,  adj.  out  of  health,  T.  v.  1593. 

Helen,  v.  heal,  11.  4;  MA  2706. 

Helle,  s.  hell,  4.  120;  L.  2,  6. 

Helpe,  J.  helper,  assistant,  L.  1616. 

Helpe,  f  .help,  A  358 ;  H.  of,  cure  of,  A  632 ; 
Heelp,  \  pt.  s,  helped,  A  4246;  Heelp, 
pt.  s,  B  920;  HB\p,pt.  s,  A  165 1 ;  Helpeth, 
imp.  pi,  L.  68 ;  Holpe,//.  s,  subj,  helped, 
R.  1230;  Holpen,  pp.  helped,  aided, 
F  666;   healed,  A  18. 

Helply,  adj,  helpful.  T.  v.  128. 

Hezn,  them ;  see  He. 

Hezni-spere,  hemisphere,  T.  iii.  1439. 

"lem-self,  pron.  pi.   ' 
Hem-selven,  F 1420. 


Hezn-self,  pron.  pi.  themselves,  B  145*, 


:^ 


Hen,  s,  hen,  A  177 ;  (as  a  thing  of  small 

value),  D  1112. 
Hende,    adj.    courteous,    polite,   gentle, 

A  3199.  3272.  3462. 
Henne,  adu,  hence,  T.  i.  572. 
Hennes,  adv.  hence,  T.  v.  402;  now,  HF. 

1284. 
Hennes-forth,  adv,  henceforth,  R.  701. 
Hente,  v.  catch,  I  355;  scire,  A  3347; 

acquire,  get.  A  299;  circumvent,  T.  iv. 

137 1 ;  dide  her  for  to  hente,  caused  her 

to  be  seized,  L.  2715 ;  Hent,/r.  s,  seizes, 

catches,  T.    iv.  5;    Hente.  pr,  s.  subj. 

may  seize,  G  7;  Hente,  pt,  s.  caught. 

took,   A  957;    caught  away,    B    1144; 

seized,  caught  hold  of,  T.  ii.  924 ;  grasped, 

C  255;  took  forcibly,  E  534;  took  in 

hunting,  B  3449;  lifted,  G  205;  pt,  pi. 

seized,    A   904;    caught,    R.   773;   pp* 

caught.  A  1581. 
Henteres,  s,  pi,  filchers,  B  i.  p  3.  89. 
H6pe,  5.  hip,  the  fruit  of  the  dog-rose,  B 

1937* 
Hepen,  pr.  pi.  anient,  B  5.  p  2.  46 ;  pp. 

accumulated,  T.  iv.  236. 
Her,  Hir,  pron.  foss,  their,  B  136.    A.  S. 

heora,  hira,  of  them ;  gen.  pi.  of  hi,  he. 
Heraud,  s,  herald,  A  2533. 
Heraude,  ^^.  to  proclaim  as  a  herald 

does,  HF.  1576. 
Herber,  s,  garden,  T.  ii.  1705 ;  arbour,  L. 

203. 
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Herbercragre,  s,  a  lodging,  abode,  A  4339 ; 
B  ^179. 

Herberereours,  j.  //.  harbingers,  pro- 
viders of  lodgings,  B  997. 

Herberwe,  or  Herberw,  s.  harbour,  A 
403;  inn,  A  765;  lodging,  shelter,  A 
41 19 ;  dwelling,  position,  F  1035. 

Herberwe,  ^er.  to  shelter,  R.  491 ;  Her- 
berweden, //.//.  lodged,  B  a.  p  6.  75. 

Herberwlngr,  s.  lodging,  sheltering,  A 

4332- 
Her-blfom,  adj,  before  this  time,  L.  73 ; 

a  while  ago,  3.  1136. 
Her-by,  adv.  with  respect  to  this  matter, 

D  2204;  hence,  HF.  263. 
Herde,  s.  shepherd,  G  19a;    keeper  of 

cattle,  A  603. 
Herde-gTomes, //.  herdsmen,  HF.  1235. 
Herdes,  p/.  coarse  flax, '  hards,'  R.  1233. 
Herdesse,  s,  shepherdess,  T.  i.  653. 
Here,  pro/t.  her,  K.  1260;  &c. 
Here,  pass.  pr<m.  her,  T.  i.  285;  &c. 
Here,  adv.  here,  in  this  place,  on  this 

spot,  T.  V.  478.  (Dissyllabic.)   SeeHeer. 
Here,  v.  hear,  A  169 ;  Heren,  v.  HF.  879 ; 

Herestow,  2pr.  s,  hearest  thou,  A  3366; 

Herth,  pr,  s.  hears,   L.   327  a;  Herde, 

pt.  s.  heard.  A  321 ;  Herdestow,  heardest 

thou,  A  4170;  Herd,//,  heard,  3.  129. 
Here-aerasniB,  against  this,  A  3039 ;  Here- 

ayeins,  in  reply  to  that,  T.  ii.  1380. 
Here  and  bowne,  T.  iv.  aio;  perhaps 

gentle    and   savage,    i.e.    one  and    all 

(doubtful).     C£  here,  gentle,   in  Strat- 

mann ;  and  A.  S.  Huna,  a  Hun. 
Herle,  v.  praise,  T.  iii.   1672;    Heriest, 

2  pr,  J.  worshippest,   B  3419;  pr.  s.  B 

1 155:  pf-P^'  worshipped,  L.  786;  pp.  B 

872.    A.  S.  herian. 
Herke,  imp.  s.  hearken,  E  1323 ;  Herketh, 

imp.  pi.  D  1656. 
Herknen,  v.  hearken,  listen,  I  81 ;  ger. 

to  listen  to,  3.  752;  Herkne,  v.  G  1006; 

ger.  B  3159;  pt.  s.  listened  to,  A  4173; 

Herkned,  jj^.  listened,  R.  630;  h.  a/ier, 

expected,  F  403. 
Heme,  j.  comer,  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  658. 
Herney 8,  s.  armour.  A  2496 ;  p7.  sets  of 

armour,  A  1630. 
Heroner,  s.  falcon  for  herons,  T.  iv.  413. 
Heronere,  ad/,  used  for  flying  at  herons, 

L.  1120.    Said  of  a  falcon. 
Heronsewes,  s.  pi.  hemshaws,   young 

herons,    F    68.     Heronsew    is    derived, 

regularly,  from  A.  F.    herouncel,    later 

herounfeau;  a  diminutive  from  heroun, 

like  lioncel  from  lion. 
Herse,  j.  hearse,  2.  15,  36. 


Hert,  s.  hart,  3.  351 :  5.  195- 

Herte,  s.  heart,  A  150, 229 ;  dear  one,  T.  ii. 

1096;    courage,    3.   1222;    Hertes,  gen. 

heart's,  i.  i^ ;  Herte,  gen.  T.  ii.  445 ; 

Herte  rote,  root  (bottom)  of  the  heart, 

R.  1026 :  myn  hertes^  of  my  heart,  4.  57. 
Herte, //.  s.  hurt,  3.  883. 
Herte-bloody  heart's  blood.  A  2006.  C  902. 
Hertelees,  adj.  heartless,  without  heart, 

T.  V.  1594 ;  deficient  in  courage,  B  4098. 
Hertely,  adv.  heartily.  A  762  -.  thoroughly, 

L.  33;  earnestly,  3.  1226;  truly,  3.  85. 
Herte-rote,  s.  root  of  the  heart,  depth  of 

the  heart,  L.  1993. 
Herte-eiK>on,  s.  '  the  concave  part  of  the 

breast,  where    the    ribs   unite  to  form 

the  cartilago  ensi/ormis*  (Tyrwhitt),  A 

9606. 
Hert-huntinfiT,  s.  hunting  of  the  hart,  3. 

1313- 
Hertn,/r.  s.  heareth,  L.  327  a. 

Hertly,  adj.  heartfelt,  honest,  L.  2124; 

hearty,  E  176,  509,  F  5. 
Hersrinfire,  s.  praising,  I  683;  praise,  B 

1649 ;  glory,  T.  iii.  48. 
Heste,  s.  command,  commandment,  be- 
hest, B  383;  promise,  F  1064;  Heeste, 

commandment,  I  845. 
H^te,  s.  heat,  R.  isoiB;  passion,  4.  127; 

heat,  but  put  for  surge,  B  i.  m  7.  4. 
Hete,  V.  promise,  vow,  6.  77 ;  pr.  s.  subj» 

promise,  A  2398 ;  i  pr.  s.  B  334 ;  Hette„ 

pt.  s.  4. 185.    See  Hote. 
Eieterly,  adv.  fiercely,  L.  638. 
Hfithen,  adv.  hence  (Northern),  A  4033. 
Hetbenesse,  s.  heathen  lands,  A  49,  B 

1 1 12. 
HStblngr,    s.   contempt,   A   41 10.     Icel. 

having. 
Hette,//.  s.  heated,  inflamed,  5.  145. 
Hette,  pt.  5.  promised,  4. 185.  See  Hote. 
Heve,  V,  heave,  lift,  A  550;  ger.  to  use 

exertion,  labour,  T.  ii.  1289;  fr.  s.  lifts 

up,  B  $.  m  5.  18 :  Haf,  pt.  s.  heaved,  A 

3470 ;  Heef,  pt.  s.  lifted,  B  i.  p  i.  19. 
Heved,  s.  head,  HF.  550 ;  beginning,  A. 

ii.  16.  3;  Hevedes,//.  B  2032. 
Heven,  s.  heaven,  A  519;  the  celestial 

sphere,  B  ^300 ;,  supreme  delight,  F  558 ; 

beautiful  sight,  T.  ii.  637;  Hevenc,  gen. 

heaven's,  D  1181,  G  54a. 
Hevenisb,  adj.  heavenly,  HF.  1395;  of 

the  spheres,  4.  3a 
Hevieth,  pr.pl.  weigh  down,  B  5.  m  5. 16. 
Hevy,  adj.  heavy,  R.  229;  sad,  4.  12. 
Hewe,  (i),  s.  hue,  colour,  complexion, 

A  394,  1364 ;  outward  appearance,  mien, 

D  1622 ;  pretence,  C  421. 
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He  we,  (2),  J.  (household) -servant,  domes- 
tic, E  1785.    A.  S.  Aiwa. 

Hewed,  a^iy,  coloured,  R.  313. 

Hey,  s.  hay,  A  3062 ;  grass,  B  3407. 

Hey  I  ifiUrj,  bev  i  L.  1313. 

Heye,  adj.  def.  high,  A.  i.  16.  zi. 

Heygrhte,  s.  height.  A.  iL  2a.  8. 

Heyne,  s,  wretch,  G  13 19. 

HeynouBy  adj.  heinous,  odious,  T.  ii.  1617. 

Heyre,  adj.  hair,  made  of  hair,  C  736. 

Hey  re,  s.  hair-shirt,  G  133. 

HeysugTGre,  s.  hedge-sparrow,  5.  612. 

Heyt,  inter j.  come  up.  D  1561. 

Hlder,  adv.  hither,  4. 165. 

Hldous,  adj.  hideous,  A  3520;  terrible, 
horrible,  dreadful,  A  1978,  B  4583 ;  ugly, 
R.  158. 

Hidoualy,  adv.  terribly,  A  1701. 

Hielde,  pr.  s.  subj.  pour  out,  shed,  B  a. 
m  2.  2  {}j^\.fiindat). 

Hlerdes,  female  guardian,  protectress, 
T.  iii.  610.    See  Herdeaae. 

Hlgrht,  Highte ;  see  Hote. 

Hlerliteth,  pr.  s.  adorns,  gladdens,  B  i. 
m  2.  25. 

Hlld.  pt.  s.  bent,  inclined,  3.  393. 

Hinde,  s.  hind,  3.  427. 

Hlndre,  v.  hinder,  R.  1039. 

Hlndreste,  superl.  hindmost,  A  622. 

Hlpes,  //.  hips,  A  472. 

Hir,  (i),  pers.  pron.  dot.  and  a£c.,  to  her, 
her,  A  126,  B  162,  &c. 

Hir,  {a), pass.  pron.  her,  A  lao,  B  164,  &c. 

Hlr,  {^),gen.  pi.  of  them;  Hir  aller,  of 
them  all,  A  586 ;  Hir  bothe,  of  both  of 
them,  B  221. 

Hir,  {^), pass. pron. their,  A  11,  B  140,  &c, ; 
Her.  B  3536,  &c. 

Hir  thankee,  with  their  good  will,  will- 
ingly, A  21 14. 

Hires,  hers,  5.  482,  588. 

Hlmla,  J.  hernia,  I  423. 

His,  gen.  masc.  his,  A  47,  50,  &c. ;  neui. 
its,  I.  178 ;  T.  iii.  1088,  v.  1379 ;  in  phr. 
Mars  his  »  of  Mars,  I^  2593. 

His  thankes,  with  his  good  will,  will- 
ingly. A  2107. 

Hlatorial,  adj.  historical,  C  156. 

Hit,  pron.  it,  2. 117 ;  Hit  am  I,  it  is  1, 3. 186, 
L.  314;  Hit  weren,  they  were.  HF.  1323. 

Hit,  pr.  s.  hides,  F  512.  Hit  is  a  con- 
tracted form,  equivalent  to  hideth. 

Ho,  interj.  hold  i  stop  I  B  3957. 

Ho,  s,  exclamation  commanding  silence, 
A  2533 ;  stop,  cessation,  T.  ii.  1083. 

Hochepot,  s.  hotch-potch,   mixture,   B 


Ho; 


8447- 
oke,  dat. 


o/HooV. 


Hoker,   s.  scorn,   frowardness,  A  3965. 
A.  S.  hocor. 

Hokerly,  adv.  scornfully,  I  584. 

Hold,  s.  possession,  B4064;  grasp,  F  167 ; 
keeping,  D  599 ;  fort,  castle,  B  507. 

Holde,  V,  keep,  preserve,  D  1144;  hold, 
keep,  B  41 ;  continue,  go  on  with,  T.  ii. 
965;  restrain,  7.  309,  310;  keep  to  (sec 
Proces),  F  658 ;  Holden,  v.  hold,  keep, 
F  763;  keep,  F  1163;  think,  consider^ 
L.  857;  do  than  holde  herto,  keep  to  it 
then,  3.  754;  Holde  up,  hold  up,  2.  24; 
Holde  his  pees,  hold  his  peace,  c  4625; 
Holde,  I  pr.  s.  consider,  deem,  G  739 ; 
Holdest,  2  pr.  s.  accountest,  L.  326;. 
Hah,  pr.  s.  holds,  11.  16;  T.  v.  348; 
keeps,  T.  ii.  37 ;  holds  £ast,  T.  iii.  1636 ; 
considers,  G  921 ;  esteems,  D  1185 ;  per- 
forms, 3.  621;  remains  firm,  10.  38; 
Holt,  pr.  s.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374;  Holden, 
2  pr.  pi,  keep,  L.  2500 ;  Holde,  2  pr.  pU 
esteem,  deem,  T.  v.  1339;  Heeld,  i  ft.  J. 
considered,  E  818 ;  Heeld,//.  s.  held,  A 
17s ;  took  part,  A  3847 ;  esteemed,  C  625 ; 
ruled,  B  3518;  Holden,  pp.  esteemed,, 
held,  A  Z41 :  considered,  £  205 ;  observed, 
F 1587 ;  esteemed,  L.  1709 ;  bound,  T.  ii. 
241;  made  to  be,  C  958;  Holde,  pp. 
esteemed,  A  1307 ;  bet  for  the  have  holde, . 
better  for  thee  to  have  held,  5.  572; 
Hold  up.  imp.  pL  hold  up,  A  783; 
Holdeth,  imp.  pi.  keep,  B  37 ;  consider, 
A  1868. 

Holdlnere   in   hondes,   cajolery,  HF. 
692. 

Holly,  adv.  wholly,  T.  iii.  145. 

Holm,  J.  evergreen  oak,  A  2921. 

Holour,  s.  lecher,  adulterer,  D  254. 

Holpe,  -n ;  see  Helpe. 

Holsom,  adj.  wholesome,  T.  i.  947 ;  heal- 
ing, 5.  206. 

Holt,  s.  plantation,  A  6. 

Holt,  pr.  s.  holds,  T.  iii.  1174. 

Holwe,  adj.  hollow,  G  1265. 

Holwe,  adv.  hollow,  A  289. 

Horn.  adv.  homewards,  F  635. 

Hoitiioyde  (i).  ^.  man-slayer.  E  1994. 

Homlcyde   (2),  manslaughter,  murder, 
C  644. 

Hond,  J.  hand,  A  193. 399 ;  Beren  him  on 
h..  make  him  believe,  T.  iv.  1404:  Bere 
on  h.,  accuse  (of),  D  226:  Bar  on  h., 
made  (them)  believe,  D  380;  Bar  him 
on  h.,  assured  him,  T.  iii.  1154;  Holden 
in  h.,  retain,  cajole,  T.  ii.  ^m ;  Holde 
in  h.,  T.  iii  773 ;  delude  with  fiilse  hopes,. 
3. 1019. 

Honest,  adj.  creditable,  A  246;  honour- 
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able,  worthy,  B  1751;   seemly,  decent, 
C  328 ;  luxurious.  E  aoaB, 

Honeatee,  s.  honour,  L.  1673 ;  goodness. 
B  3x57 ;  hoDourableness,  3. 40 ;  womanly 
virtue,  C  77. 

Honestetee,  s,  honour,  E  422 ;  modesty, 
I  439 ;  neatness,  I  431. 

Honestly,  adv,  honourably,  B  1434; 
richly,  E  ao96. 

Hongre,  V.  hang.  A  2410;  be  hung,  C  790 ; 
do  me  A.,  cause  me  to  be  han^^ed,  T.  i. 
833;  apr.p/.  subj.  hesitate,  T.  ii.  1243. 

Hony,  1.  honey,  A  3908;  beloved  one, 
A  3617. 

Hony-coznb,  a  term  of  endearment, 
sweet  one,  A  3698. 

Hony-swete,  sweet  as  honey,  E  1396. 

Hoodlees,  atU.  without  a  hood,  3. 1028. 

H661C,  1.  hook,  T.  v.  777 ;  sickle,  B  3.  m  i. 
3 ;  crosier,  D  1317. 

H661,  adj.  whole,  T.  i.  961;  sound,  D 
1370;  unwounded,  F  iiii;  perfect,  G 
III,  117;  restored  to  health,  L.  2468; 
entire,  3.  554. 

H661,  adj.  as  adv.  wholly,  T.  i.  1053 ;  a/ 
hooi,  entirely,  T.  iii.  1013. 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly,  R.  1163. 

Hoolnesse,  j.  integrity,  B  4.  p  6.  202. 

Hoolsozne,  adj.  wholesome.  B  2285. 

Hoolsomnesse,  s.  health,  B  2303. 

H6dzn,  s.  as  adv.  home,  homewards,  L. 
1619. 

Hoomlinesse,  s.  domesticity,  E  439; 
fiamiiiarity,  B  3876. 

Hoomly,  adj.  belonging  to  one's  house- 
hold, E  1785. 

Hoomward,  adv.  homeward,  T.  iii.  631 ; 
Homward.  A  3956. 

H66r,  adj.  hoary,  white-haired,  grey- 
headed. A  3878. 

Hoors,  adj.;  see  Hors. 

Hooat,  s.  army,  A  874. 

H66t,  adj.  hot,  L.  914 ;  fervent.  I  117 ;  as 
s.  5.  380 ;  Hote,  de/.  hot,  5.  266 ;  vora- 
cious, 5.  363 ;  (as  epithet  ofAries,  which 
induced  heat  of  blood).  F  51. 

Hope,  J.  expectation,  G  870. 

Hope,  I  pr.  s.  fear,  A  4039. 

Hoper,  s.  hopper,  A  4036, 4039. 

Hoppe,  V.  dance.  A  4375. 

Hoppeateres,  p/.  dancers  -,  used  as  adj., 
dancing,  A  3017. 

Herd,  s.  hoard,  treasure,  C  775 ;  store  (of 
apples),  A  3363;  treasure-hotise,  I  831; 
avarice.  13.  a. 

Hore,  p/.  <7/Hoor,  adj. 

Horn,  s.  horn,  T.  ii.  643;  f  musical  instru- 
ment,  used  metaphorically),  H  90;  //. 


drinking-horns,  A  3379;    horns  (of  the 

moon) ,  T.  v.  652. 
I  Horosc(^o:  in  horoscopo,  within  that  part 

of  the  sky  considered  as  the  ascendent, 

A.  ii.  4.  14. 
Horowe,  adj.  pi.  foul,  scandalous,  4.  ao6. 

Cf.  A.  S.  horig,  filthy. 
Hors,  s.  hors,  A  168 ;  the '  horse,'  a  name 

for  the  little  wedge  that  passes  through 

a  hole  in  the  end  of  the '  pyn,'  A.  i.  14. 

7  (Arabic  alphera*^  the  horse)  ;  Hors,^/. 

A  74.  598. 

Hors,  adj.  hoarse,  3.  347;  Hoors,  T.  iv. 
1 147.    A.S.  Aof. 

Horsly,  adj.  like  all  that  a  horse  should 
be,  F  194. 

Hose,  s,  hose,  covering  for  the  feet  and 
legs,  A  3933,  G  736;  Hosen,  //.  A  456; 
Hoses,  ^/.  A  3319. 

Hospitallers,  s.  pL  knights  hospitallers, 
I  ^i. 

Hosts,  J.  host  (of  an  inn),  keeper  of  a 
lodging,  A  747.    Often  spelt  osU. 

Hostel,  s.  hostelry,  HF.  1022. 

Hostelrye,  s.  hostel,  inn,  A  33. 

HostUer,  s.  innkeeper,  A  241;  pi.  ser- 
vants at  an  inn,  I  440. 

Hote,  adt. ;  see  Hoot. 

Hote,  aav.  hotly,  A  97, 1737. 

Hote,  V,  command,  promise;  also,  be 
called,  R.  38 ;  Hoten.  v.  be  called,  D 144 ; 
Hote,  I  pr.  s.  command,  HF.  1719; 
Hight,  //.  s.  as  pr.  s.  is  called,  L.  417; 
Highten,  pi.  pi.  as  pr.  pi.  are  called,  L. 
423 ;  Hight,  pi.  s.  was  named,  L.  735 ; 
Highte,  pt.  s.  was  called,  was  named, 
R.  588,  745;  I  pt.  s.  was  called,  A  4536; 
I  pi.  s.  promised,  17.  5;  Highte,  p>t.  s. 
promised.  T.  v.  1636;  2  pt.pl.  promised, 
E  496;  Hatte,  pt.  s,  aspr.  s.  is  called,  is 
named,  T.  iii.  797 ;  Hatte,  pt.  pi.  were 
called,  were  named,  HF.  1303;  Hette, 
I  pt.  s.  promised,  4.  i8q ;  Heet,  //.  s.  was 
named,  HF.  1604;  (who)  was  called,  F 
1388;  Het€  {for  Heet),  3.  300;  Hoten. 
pp.  called,  A  3941 ;  Hight, >y.  promised, 
T.  ii.  492 ;  named,  HF.  296.  A.  S.  haiaH. 
The  parts  of  the  verb  show  great  con- 
fusion. 

Hottes,  pi.  baskets  carried  on  the  back, 
HF.  1940.    O.  F.  hotte. 

Hound,  5.  dog,  T.  iii.  764. 

Houndflsh,  s.  dogfish.  E  1835. 

Houped,  pl.pi.  whooped,  B  4590. 

Hous,  s.  house,  A  353,  343;  to  hous,  to 
a  reception  by.  L.  1546 ;  Hous  and  hoom, 
house  and  home,  H  229 ;  Hous  by  hous, 
to  each  house  in  order,  D  1765 ;  a  house- 
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hold,  F  24 ;  a  '  mansion '  of  a  planet  (in 
astrology),  F  67a;  a  'house'  or  portion 
of  the  sky  (in  astrology),  B  304.  The 
whole  celestial  sphere  was  divided  into 
twelve  equal  portions,  called  houses,  by 
six  great  circles  i>assing  through  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  horizon ; 
two  of  these  circles  being  the  meridian 
and  the  horizon.  A  house,  when  used 
for  a  '  mansion,'  is  a  sign  of  the  zodiac ; 
thus  Aries  was  the  mansion  of  Mars. 

H6u8bonde,  j.  husband,  B  2241. 

HouBbondrye,  j.  economy,  A  4077; 
household  goods.  D  a88. 

Hooaled,  pp.  made  a  recipient  of  holy 
communion,  I  loaej. 

Hove,  V,  hover,  dwell,  T.  iii.  1427 ;  pr,pl, 
wait  in  readiness,  hover,  L.  1196;  pt,  s. 
waited  about,  T.  v.  33. 

How,  interj.  ho  1  A  3437,  3577. 

Howne,  savage  (?) ,  T.  iv.  210.  See  Here. 

Howve,  s,  hood,  T.  iii.  775;  Sette  his 
howve,  set  (awry)  his  hood,  make  game 
of  him.  A  391 1. 

Humanitee,  s.  kindness,  E  92. 

Humbely,  adv.  humbly,  T.  v.  1354. 

Humblely ,  <z</i/.humbly ,  T.  ii.  1719 ;  L.  156. 

Huxnblesse,  s.  meekness,  A  1781,  B  16^. 

Huxnbllngr,  s.  low  growl  (lit.  humming), 
HF.  1039. 

Humxne,  j^er.  to  hum,  T.  ii.  1x99. 

Hunte,  s.  nuntsman,  A  20x8.  2628. 

Hunter,  s.  huntsman,  A  1638. 

Hunteresse,  s.  /em.  female  hunter,  A 

2347- 
Hurleat,  a  pr.  s.  dost  hurl,  dost  whirl 

round,  B  297. 
Hurt,  pr.  s.  hurteth,  hurts,  T.  v.  350. 
Hurtleth,  fr.  s.  pushes,  A  2616 ;  pr,  pi. 

dash  together,  K  638. 
Husht,  pp.  hushed,  silent,  L.  2682 ;  Hust, 

as  imp.  s.  be  silent,  A  3722. 
Hy,  adj.  high,  A  jo6;  Hyc,  dot.  HF.  1133; 

great,  E  135 ;  Hye  weye,  dot.  (the)  high 

way,  main  road,  A  897. 
Hyde,  v.  hide,  A  1477, 1481 ;  lie  concealed, 

F  141;   Hydestow.  bidest  thou,  D  308; 

H!t,/r.  s.  hides,  F  512;  Hidde,  i  pt.  s. 

hid,  F  595:  Hed,  pp.  hidden,    L.  ao8; 

Hid.  pp.  hidden,  R.  1598. 
B.ye,  adv.  high,  aloft,  HF.  905;  L.  1200; 

loudly,  3.  305 ;  proudly,  T.  ii.  401. 
Hye,  V.  hasten,  hie,  A  2274,  G  1x51 ;  h.  me, 

make    haste,    G     1084;   ^er,    to    bring 

hastily,  F291:  to  hasten,  HF.  X658;  Hy 

thee,  imp.  s.  reji.  G.  1295. 
Hye,  s.  haste;   only  in  phr.  in  hye,  in 

haste,  T.  ii.  88.  17x2. 


Hyene,  s.  hyaena,  10.  35. 

Hy^r,  adj.  higher,  upper,  HF.  1117. 

Hyne,  s.  hind,  servant,  peasant,  A  603, 
C  688.    A.  S.  hiua. 

Hyre,  s,  hire,  A  507 ;  reward,  1. 103 ;  pay- 
ment, D  1008 ;  ransom,  T.  iv.  506. 

I. 

I-,  common  prefix  of  past  participles  ;  see 

Y-. 
Icched,  pp.  itched,  A  3682. 
Ich,  pron.  I,  T.  i.  678,  lii.  I818. 
I-comen,  ^.  come,  T.  iii.  1668. 
IduB,  s.pl.  ides,  F  47. 
Ignotum,  s.  an  unknown   thing,  G   1457. 

Lat  ignotum,  an  unknown  thing ;  comp. 

ignotius,  a  less  known  thing. 
I-erraunted,  pp.  granted,  T.  iv.  66|. 
I-halowed,  pp.   view-hallooed    (of  the 

hart),  3.  379. 
Ik,  I,  A  3867,  3888. 

n,  adj.  evil,  A  4174.     (A  Northern  word.) 
n.hayl,  bad  luck  (to  you),  A  4089.     (A 

Northern  form.) 
like,  adj.   same,  very.  A  64,   X75;  that 

ilke,  that  same,  B  3663 ;  ilke  same,  very 

same,  L,  779. 
Iznaerinatyf,  adj.;  No-thing  list  him  to 

been     imag^natyf  =  it    did     not  at    all 

please  him  to  imagine,  he  did  not  care 

to  think,  F  1094. 
Imaffioinff,  s.  plotting,  A  1995;   fancy. 

x8.  36. 
Ixnperle,  s.  government,  rank,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 
Impertinent,  adj.  irrelevant.  E  54. 
Impes,  pi.  grafts,  scions,  B  3x46.    A.  S. 

imp. 
Impetren,  pr.  pi.  impetrate,  ask  for.  B  5. 

p  3.  225. 
Import&ble,  adj.  insufferable,  B  3792,  E 

1144. 
Impossible,  adj.  impossible,  T.  i.  783; 

as  s.,  thing  impossible,  D  688. 
Impressen,  v.  imorint,  T.  iii.  X543 ;  im- 
print (themselves),  find  an  impression, 

£  1578;  pr.  pi,  make    an   impression 

(upon).  G  1071. 
Impressioun,  s.  remembrance.  F  371 ;  //. 

notions,  HF.  39. 
In,  /.  dwelling,  house,  A  3547,  3622 ;  inn, 

B  4216 ;  lodging,  B  X097. 
In,  frep.  in,  A  3.  &c. ;  into.  B  x  X9 ;  =  come 

withm,  20.  6;  on,  I  105;  against,  I  695. 
In  manus  tuas,  into  Thy  hands  (I  commend 

my  spirit),  A  4287. 
In  princ^io,  in  the  beginning,  A  254.  B 

4353.    Part  of  St.  John,  i.  i. 
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Inde,  adj.  indigo,  dark  blue,  R.  67. 
Indetennlnat,  adj,  not  marked  upon  the 

Astrolabe,  A.  ii.  17.  rubric. 
Indifferently,  adv.  impartially,  B  5.  p  3. 

143. 
Induracloun,  j.  hardening,  G  855. 
Inequal,  adj.  unequal,  A  2271 ;  Inequales, 

pi.  of  varying  length ;   houres  inequales, 

hours  formed  by  dividing  the  duration 

of  daylight  by  twelve,  A.  ii.  8.  i. 
Infect,  adj.  of  no  effect,  A  320;  dimmed, 

B  4.  m  5.  13. 
In-f ere,  adv.  together,  B  338.  D  924.  Orig. 

in  fere,  in  company. 
Infortunat,   adj.    unfortunate,  unlucky, 

inauspicious,  B  303. 
InforttLne,  s.  misfortune,  ill  fortune,  T. 

iii.  1626,  iv.  185. 
Inforttined,  pp,  ill-starred,  T.  iv.  744. 
InfortunlnflTy  s.  unlucky  condition,  A.  ii. 

4*43- 
Ingot,  J.  a  mould  for  pouring  metal  into, 

G  x2o6,  1209. 
Inhelde,  imp,  s.  pour  in,  infuse,  T.  iii.  44. 
Injure,  s.  injury,  T.  iii.  1018. 
In-knette,  //.  s.  knit  up,  drew  in,  T.  iiL 

Z088. 
Inly,     adv.     inwardly,      intimately,     ex- 
tremely, greatly,  T.  i.  140;  exquisitely, 

3.276. 
In-mid,  prep,  amid,  HF.  923. 
Inmortal,  adj.  immortal,  T.  i.  103. 
Inne,  dot.  of  in,  s. 
Inne,  adv.  m,  within,  T.  i.  387,  821. 
Inned,  pp.  housed,  lodged,  A  2192. 
Inobed^ence,  s.  disobedience,  I  391. 
Inobedient,  adj.  disobedient,  I  393. 
Inordinate,  adj.  unusual,  I  414. 
Inpacience,  s.  impatience,  B  3734. 
Inpacient,  adj.  impatient,  B  2730. 
Inparflt,  adj.  imperfect,  B  3.  p  10.  18. 
Inplitable,  adj.  intricate,  impracticable, 

B  I.  p  4.  90. 
Inpossible,  s.  impossible  thing,  F  1009. 
Inset,  pp.  implanted.  B  2.  p  3. 19. 
Inspired,  pp.  quickened,  A  6. 
Instable,  adj.  unstable,  E  2057. 
Instance,  s.  suggestion,  T.  ii.  1441 ;  urgent 

request,  £  161  x. 
Intendestow,  dost  thou  intend,  T.  v.  478. 
Intervalle,  s.  interval,  B  2724. 
In-til,  prep.  unto,  as  for  as,  R.  624. 
Into,  prep,  unto,  B  2423. 
Intresse,  s.  interest,  10. 71. 
In-wlth,  prep,  within,  in,  B  1794,  2159, 

E  870,  1394.  1586,  1944. 
Ipoorae,  a  kind  of  cordial  drink,  E  1807. 

Named  after  Hippocrates. 


Ipocrite,  s.  h^rpocrite,  R.  414. 

Ire,  s.  irritability.  R.  314;   quickness  of 

temper,  I  665 ;  anger,  A  1997. 
Irous,  adj.  angry,  B  2315,  D  2014. 
Irreeruler,  adj.  asinner  against  his  orders, 

I  782. 
Is,  I  pr.  s.  am  (Northern),  A  4031,  4045, 

4303;  apr.  s.  art  (Northern).  A  4089. 
Issest,  2/r.  s.  issuest,  B  3.  p  12.  168. 
Issue,  s.  outlet,  vent.  T.  v.  205. 
It  am  I,  it  is  I.  A  1736. 
I-wls,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  6.  48. 

J. 

Jade,  J.  a  jade,  i.  e.  miserable  back,  B  4002. 
Jagrounces.^/.  garnets  (orrubies) ,  R.  1 1 17. 
Jalous,  adj.  jealous,  A  1329. 
Jalousye,  s.  jealousy,  A  3294. 
Jambeuz,  s,  pi,  le^ngs,  leg-armour,  B 

2065.    From  ¥,jamoe,  the  leg. 
Jane,  s,  a  small  coin  of  Genoa,  B  1925, 

E999. 
Janerle,  v.  chatter,  prate,  T.  ii.  666. 
Janglere,  s.  story-teller,  jester,  babbler. 

A  560 ;  talkative  person,  H  343. 
Janerleresse,    s.    (female)    chatterbox. 

prattler,  D  638. 
Janerleiye,  s,  gossip,  T.  v.  755 ;  talkative- 
ness, B  2252. 
Jangles,  s.  pi.  idle  pratings,  HF.  i960; 

disputes,  ailments,  D  1407. 
Jangrllnge,    s,  chattering,    idle   talking, 

I  649. 
Jape,  s.  jest,  trick,  A  3390,  ^99,4201 ;  jest. 

foolish  conduct,  D  1961 ;  laughmg-stock, 

HF.  414. 
Jape,  V,  jest,  T.  i.  929;  ger.  to  jest,  L. 

169^;  H  4;  Japedest.  2//.  s,  didst  jest. 

T.  I.  508.  ^ ;  pp.  tricked.  A  1729. 
Japere,  s.  jester,  T.  ii.  340;  mocker.  I  89. 
Japerle,  s.  buffoonery,    I    651;   jesting 

mood,  E  1656. 
Jape-'wortby,  adj,  ridiculous,  B  5.  p  3. 

148. 
Jargon,  s.  talk,  E  1^48. 
Jargonlng,  s,  jaigoning,  chattering,  R. 

716. 
Jaunyce,  s,  jaundice,  R.  305. 
Jeet,  s.  jet,  B  4051. 

Jelous,  adj.  jealous,  suspicious,  4. 140. 
Jet,  s.  ^shion,  mode.  A  682. 
Jeupardyee,  s.  pi.  problems  (at  chess). 

3.  666. 
Jewerye,  j.  Jewry.  Jews'  quarter,  B  1679. 
Jo,  V.  take  effect,  come  about,  T.  iii.  33. 

O.  Y.joer  {F,jouer), 
Jogelour,  s,  juggler,  D  1467 ;  pi.  R.  764. 
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Jogelrye,  s.  jugglery.  F  1265. 

JoUf ,  adj\  yoyhil,  merry,  R.  109,  A  3355 ; 

in  eood  spirits,  B  4264;  jovial,  R.  435; 

frisky,  A  4154;  pretty,  R.  610. 
Jollly,  adv.  memly,  A  4370. 
Jolitee,  J.  sport,  amusement,  merriment, 

A  1807;  joviality,  jollity,  mirth,  R.  616; 

enjoyment,   F   344;    comfort,   A   680; 

excellence,  H  197;  happiness,  HF.  68a. 
Joly,   adj\   full   of  merriment,    D    456; 

jolly,  joyous.  R.  6ao;  delightful,  L.  176; 

festive,  B  11S5.    See  Jolif. 
Jolyer,  adj.  comt,  handsomer,  F  927. 
Jolyf ;  see  JoUz. 
Jolynesse,  s.  festivity,  F  289 ;  amusement, 

D936. 
Jolytee;  see  Jolitee. 
Joxnpre,  imp.  s.  jumble,  T.  ii.  1037. 
Jordiaiies,  //.  chamberpots.  C  305. 
Jooea,  down  here,  A  4101.    O.  F.  Jos, 

down :  fa,  here. 
Jouken.  v.  slumber,  T.  v.  409.     O.  F. 

JoquUrJomquier^  fitre  en  repos,  jucher. 
Joumee,  s.  day's  work.  R.  579;  day's 

march.  A  3738 ;  journey,  £  783. 
Jowea,  s.  pi.  jaws,  B  i.  p  4.  107  (where 

the    Latin    text    has  faucUtus)  \    jaws, 

jowls,   HF.   1786  (riming  with  cUnoes, 

claws). 
Jo3mture.  s.  union.  B  2.  p  5.  51. 
Jubbe,  s.  vessel  for  holding  ale  or  wine. 

A  ^628.  B  126a     (It  held  4  gallons.) 
Judicial,    adj.   judicial.    A.    ii.   4.    59. 

yudicial  astrology  pretended  to  forecast 

the    destinies    of    men    and    nations; 

natural  astrology  foretold  natural  events. 

such  as  the  weather  and  seasons. 
Jugre,  s.  judge.  A  8x4;  umpire.  A  17  la, 

1864. 
JufiTO,  s.  judge ;    but  an   error  for  Jug, 

a  yoke.  I  898.    Belial  is  explained  to 

mean  '  absque  iugo.'  in  the  Vulgate. 
Jug-e.  I  pr.  s.  judge,  decide,  5.  629;  pp. 

HF.  357. 
Juffeznent,   s.  judgement,  decision,  A 

778;  opinion.  B  1038;  sentence,  5.  431. 
Jugr^en,  V.  judge.  T.  ii.  21;  deem.  T. 

V.  1203 ;  imp.pl.  judge  ye.  T.  iii.  131a. 
Juparte,  2  pr.  pi.  jeopard,  imperil,  en- 
danger. T.  iv.  1566. 
Jupartye,  s,  jeopardy,  peril,  hasard.  T. 

ii.  465.  772.    O.  F.  Jeu  parti  (Lat  iocus 

partitus),  a  divided  game. 
Jtist,  adj.  just,  exact,  correct,  D  2090. 
Juste,  V.  joust,  tourney,  tilt.  A  96.  2604. 
JuBtes.  s,  pi.  as  sing,  a  jousting-match, 

A  2720. 

JuBttng,  s.  jousting,  L.  11 15. 


Justyse,  s.  judge,  B  665,  C  289. 

Justyae,  s.  judgement,  condemnation,  i. 
143;  administration  of  justice,  C  587. 

Juyse,  s,  justice,  judgement,  B  795;  sen- 
tence, A  1739.    O.  Y.Juise. 


Kalender,  j.  calendar,  almanack,  A.  L 

XI.  z :  hence,  a  complete  record  of  exam- 
ples. L.  542';  pi.  I.  73. 
KalendeSy  i.  e.  beginning,  introduction, 

T.  V.  1634.    (Because  the  Kalends  fall 

on  Uti^Jlrst  of  the  month.) 
Karf .  pt.  s.  o/Kerve. 
Kaynard,  s,  dotard,  D  235.    O.  F.  caig- 

nard,  cagnard,  sluggard. 
Kecche,  v.  catch,  clutch,  T.  iii.  1375. 
Kficbll,  s,  small  cake,  D   1747.    O.  E. 

coecil,  small  cake. 
Keep,  s.  care,  heed,  notice  (only  in  the 

phrase  take  keep);  tak  keep,  take  notice, 

0431. 
Keep,  imp,  s.  take  care  I  mind !  A  4101. 
Kekl  interj.  (represents  the  cackle  of  a 

goose),  5.499. 
Kembe,  ger.  to  comb,  R.  599 ;  pr.  s.  E 

2011;    Kembde,  pt.  s.  F  560;    kempte, 

pt.   s.  A   3374:    Kembd,  pp.    combed, 

trimmed,  A  2x43. 
Keznpe,  adj.pl.  shaggy,  rough,  A  2134. 

Cf.    Icel.    Aampr,    beard,    moustaches. 

whiskers  of  a  cat;  and  see  Camp,  s.  (4) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Ken,  s.  kin,  kindred,  men,  3.  438.     (A 

Kentish  form.) 
Kene,  ad/,  keen,  eager,  21.  6;  cruel.  10. 

27 ;  bold,  B  3439 ;  sharp,  A  2876. 
Kene,  adv.  keenly.  6.  63 ;  11. 3. 
Kenne,  v.  discern,  HF.  498. 
Kepe,  V.  take  care  (of),  A  130;  keep.. 

preserve,  L.  384;  i  pr,  s,  care.  L.  103a; 

intend,  T.  L  676 ;  regard,  reck,  A  2238 ; 

/  iepe  han^  I  care  to  have,  G  1368;  pr. 

s.  subj.  may  (He)  keep,  F  889;  pt.  s. 

E  223;  retained,  A  442;   took  care  of, 

A  415,  512,  B  269;    imp.  s.  take  care  I 

A  4101 ;  imp.pl.  keep  ye.  B  764. 
Kepe,  s,  heed  (only  in  the  phrase  taMe 

kepe  or  take  ke^);  I  take  kepe,  3.  6. 
Keper.  s.  keef>er,  i.  e.  prior,  A  172. 
Kex^hief ,  finely  woven  loose  covering,  5. 

272 ;  kerchief;  B  837. 
Kers,  s.  cress;  thing  of  small  value,  A 

3756. 
Kerve,  v.  carve,  cut.  T.  iL  325.  F  158; 
Karf,  //.  s.  carved,  A  loo;  cut,  B  3647, 
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?79i;  Corven,  i^.  cut,  A  1696;  carved, 
IF.  1995 ;  slashed,  A  3318. 
Kerver,  s.  carver,  A  1899. 
KervlnfiTf   <r*  carving.  A  1995;    cutting, 

crossing  over,  A  1. 19.  4. 
KervinfiT-tolea,  j.  pi.  tools  to  cut  with, 

T.  i.  639. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  E  1057 ;  Keste,  pi.  s.  F  350. 

(A  Kentish  form.)    See  Klflsen. 
Kevere,  v.  to   recover,  T.  i.  917;  pp. 

covered.  HF.  975,  359. 
Keye,  j.G  1919;  key  {in place  tf/ rudder), 

B  3.  p  19.  80.    Chaucer  has  translated 

c/aw  (rudder),  as  if  it  were  ciaue  (key). 
Klchenes.  pi.  kitchens,  D  869. 
Bad,  Kldae ;  see  Kythen. 
Kike,  V.  kick,  D  941. 
Klxnelln,  s,  a  large  shallow  tub,  A  3548. 

3621. 
Km,  s.  kindred.  R.  968 ;  som  km,  of  some 

kind.  B  1 137 ;  allgs  kintus,  of  every  kind, 

HF.  1530. 
Kinde,   s,  nature,   R.   419,   1699;    race, 

lineage,  stock,  D  iioi;  seed,  I  965;  the 

natural  world,  HF.  ^84;    natural  bent, 

F  608.  619;  natural  disposition,  HF.  43 ; 

natural  ordinance,  3.  494 ;  kind,  species, 

5.  174;    of  k,,  by  nature,  naturally,  F 

768 ;  //.  sorts,  HF.  904. 
Eande,  adj,  kind,  A  647;   natural,  HF. 

834.  836. 

Kinde,  adv.  kindly,  7.  967. 

Kindely,  adj\  natural,  HF.  849. 

Kindely,  cuiv.  by  nature,  D  409;  natu- 
rally. HF.  839. 

Kindenesse,  s.  kindness,  4.  998;  love, 
devotion,  L.  665. 

ELinfires  note,  the  name  of  a  tune.  A  3917. 

Einrede,  s.  kindred,  B  9558:  relations, 
A  1986 ;  birth,  A  9790 ;  family,  L.  9094. 

Bllrtel,  s.  kirtle,  A  3391.  A  kirtU  usually 
means  a  short  skirt  with  a  body. 

KlBsen,  V.  kiss,  L.  761 ;  Kiste,  pt.  pi.  R. 
788;  kist  they  been,  they  have  kissed 
each  other,  B  1074.    See  Kesse. 

Kitte,  pt.  s.  cut,  B  600. 1761. 

Knakkes,  s.  pi,  tricks.  I  659 ;  contempti- 
ble ways,  3.  1033. 

Knskrre,  s.  a  thickset  fellow,  sturdy  churl, 

_A549. 

Knckrry,  adj.  gnarled,  A  1977. 

Knave,  j.  boy,  servant-lad,  page,  R.  886; 
man-servant,  servant.  L.  1807;  peasant, 
D  1190'.  Knave  child,  male  child,  B  715. 

Knavish,  adj.  rude.  H  905. 

Knede,  v.  knead,  A  4094;  Kneden,  pp. 
kneaded,  R.  917. 

Knet,  Knette;  see  Knitte. 


E^nettln^e,  x.  chain.  B  5.  p  i.  39. 
Knlfirhtly,  adv.  bravely,  L.  9085. 
Knitte,  ger.  to  knit,  I  47 :   ^  pr,  s.  rejl. 

joinest  (thyself^,  art  in  conjimction,  B 

307 ;  Knit,  pp.tLdg;  conjoined.  5.  381 ; 

agreed,  F  1930;  wedded,  F  986;  joined 

in  love,  4.  50;  KneU  pp.  R.  1397. 
Knlttlngres,  pi.  connections,  B  5.  m  3. 18. 
Knobbes,  pi.  large  pimples,  A  633. 
Knoppe,  s.  bud,  R.  1709. 
Knotte,  s.  knot,  gist  of  a  tale,  F  401. 407. 
Knotteles,  adj.  without  a  knot,  T.  v.  769. 
Knotty,  adj.  covered  with  knots,  A  1977. 
Knowe,  dal.  knee,  T.  ii.  X909. 
Elnowe,  v.  know,  A  389;   Knowestow, 

thou  knowest,  A  31^6 ;   Knewe,  9  pi.  s. 

knewest,  10.  91;   Knew,  pi.  s.  A  940; 

Knewe,  i  pi.  s.  sub;,  could  know,  F  466; 

Knewe,  //.  pi.  D  1341 ;    Knewe,  pi.  s. 

sub;',  were  to  know,  R.  989;  Knowen,  pp. 

known,  L.  491 ;  shown,  B  2709 ;  Knowe, 

pp.  known,  L.  138a. 
Knowing,  s.  knowledge,  R.  1699;  con- 
sciousness, 6. 114. 
Knowlnfire,  adj.  conscious,  B  3.  p  11. 168 ; 

Knowinge  with '  me,  i.  e.  my  witnesses, 

B  I.  p  4.  ^o. 
Knowlecneth,  pr.  s.  acknowledges,  B 

9964. 
EZnowlecmnflTt  s.  knowing,  knowledge. 

G  1439 ;  cognition,  B  ^.  p  5.  3. 
KonxunGT,  s.  cunning,  sxill,  F  951. 
Konnin^e,  adj.  skilful,  T.  i.  309. 
Kukkow  I  inl.  cuckoo !  5. 499. 
Kyken,  pr.  pi.  peep,  A  3841 ;  pp.  gazed, 

A  3445*    I  eel.  JkiJfya,  Swed.  JkiJka. 
Kyn.W.  kine,  cows,  B  4091. 
Kyudely,  adj'.  natural,  3. 761. 
Kyndely.   adv.  naturally,  by  nature,  3. 

778. 
Kyte,  s.  kite  (bird),  A  1179. 
Ksrthe,  V.  shew,  shew  plainly,  display. 

F  748 ;  declare  to  be.  7,  998 ;  shew.  la 

63 ;  pr.  s.  shews,  L.  ^04 ;   Kidde,  pi.  s. 

shewed.  T.  i.  208 ;  Kid,  pp.  made  known. 

L.    X098;    known,   9.  46;    Kythed,  pp. 

shewn,  G  1054;  Kythe, /r.  s.  subj'.  may 

shew,  B  636;  Kyth,  imp.  s.  shew,  T.  iv. 
^8;  display,  T.  iv.  619;  HF.  598; 
^ytheth,  imp,  pi.  4.  998. 
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Laas :  see  Las. 

Labbe,  s.  blab,  tell-tale.  A  3509. 

Labbiner,  pres.  pari,  blabbing,  babbling. 

E2428. 
Label,  .r.  the  narrow  revolving  rod  or 
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rule  on  the  front  of  the  astrolabe,  A.  i. 
aa.  I. 

li&borous,  adj,  laborious.  D  1428. 

Lacche,  j.  snare,  sprii^e,  R.  1624. 

Lace;  see  Las. 

Laced,  pp.  laced  up,  A  3067. 

Lacerl^,  x.  a  fleshy  muscle,  A  2753. 

Lache,  adj,  lasy,  dull,  B  4.  p  3. 13a. 

Lacliesse,  s,  laziness,  I  720. 

Ladnflre,  j.  lacing ;  vnth  layneres  /.,  with 
the  fostening  up  of  straps,  A  2504. 

Lad,  Ladde ;  see  Lede. 

Lade,  ger.  to  load,  cover,  T.  ii.  1544. 

iJdAYygen.  lady's,  A  88,  695. 

Laft,  Lafte ;  see  Leve. 

Lak,  s.  want,  defect,  lack.  3.  958 ;  blame, 
dispraise,  L.  298  a;  Lakke,  dot.  lack, 
want,  5.  87,  615 ;  loss.  F  430 ;  ace,  fault, 
£2199. 

Lake,  5,  a  kind  of  fine  white  linen  cloth, 
B  2048.  The  word  probably  was  im- 
ported from  the  Low  Countries,  as 
laken  is  a  common  Dutch  word  for 
cloth  or  a  sheet. 

Lakken,  v,  find  fieiult  with,  disparage, 
blame,  R.  284;  pr,  s.  lacks,  B  1437;  pr, 
s.  impers.  lacks ;  me  lakieiA^  I  lack,  2. 105. 

Lakklng,  s.  lack,  sdnt,  R.  1147. 

Lamblflh,  adj.  gentle  as  lambs,  9.  50. 

Lampe,  s.  lamina,  thin  plate,  G  764. 
F.  lame,  a  thin  plate,  Lat.  lamina. 

Lanfire,  adj.  long  (Northern),  A  4175. 

Lanflr6ur,  s.  weakness,  i.  7 ;  slow  starva- 
tion, R.  214;  B  3597;  languishing,  R. 
304;  sickness.  F  iiox. 

LanerulBSlie,  v.  fail.  HF.  2018. 

Lapidaire,  a  treatise  on  precious  stones, 
HF.  1352. 

Lappe,  s.  fold,  lappet,  or  edge  of  a  gar- 
ment, F  441,  G  12;  lap.  A  686;  a  wrap- 
per. E  585. 

Lappetn,  pr,  s.  enfolds,  embraces,  4.  76. 

Larere,  adj.  large,  A  472, 753 ;  great,  1 705 ; 
wide,  broad,  R.  13^1 ;  liberal,  bounteous, 
R.  1 168;  at  his  L,  free  (to  speak  or  to  l>e 
silent),  A  2288;  free  to  move,  HF.  745; 
at  our  /.,  free  (to  go  anywhere) ,  D  322. 

Larg'e,  adv.  liberally,  1. 174. 

Larcrely,  adv.  fully,  A  1908;  in  a  wide 
sense,  I  804. 

Larerenesse,  s.  liberality,  I  105 1. 

Larerease,  s.  liberality,  R.  1x50;  bounty, 
B  2465 ;  liberal  bestower,  1. 13. 

I,  s,  lace,  snare,  entanglement.  L.  600 ; 

net,  A  2389 ;  Laas,  lace,  1.  e.  thick  string, 

A 392;  band,  G  574;  lace  (i.  e.  laces),  R. 

843 ;  Lace,  snare,  entanglement,  18.  50. 

I,  adj.  comp.  less,  R.   118;    lesser, 


A  1756;   smaller.  B  2262;   less  (time), 
^  35i9't   ^<'^^*  ^^  more,  smaller  and 
greater,  i.  e.  all,  E  67;   the  lasse,  the 
lesser,  R.  187. 
Laase,  adv.  less,  3.  927 ;  M«  las,  the  less, 

,  3.  675. 

Last,  s.  pi.  lasts,  i.  e.  burdens,  loads, 
B  1628.  A.  S.  hhest,  a  burden,  load, 
a  ship's  freight. 

Laate,  adj,  last,  xa  71 ;  atte  /.,  at  last,  3. 
364;  lastly.  A  707. 

Laste,  V,  endure,  4.  226 ;  Last,  pr.  s.  lasts, 
E  266;  Laste,  pt.  s,  lasted,  B  1826; 
delayed.  L.  791. 

Late,  adj.  late;  bet  than  never  is  late, 
G  14 10 ;  til  now  late,  till  it  was  already 
late,  3.  4C. 

Late,  -n,  let;  see  Lete. 

Lathe,  s.  bam  (Northern),  HF.  2140; 
A  4088.    Icel.  hlaSa. 

Latls,  s,  lattice,  T.  ii.  61^. 

Latitude,  s,  (i)  breadth,  A.  i.  ax.  43; 
(2)  ,the  breadth  of  a  climate,  or  a  line 
aloiig  which  such  breadth  is  measured, 
A.  ii.  39.  42 ;  (3)  astronomical,  the  angu- 
lar distance  of  any  body  frx>m  the  ecliptic, 
measured  along  a  great  circle  at  right 
angles  to  the  ecliptic.  A.  pr.  no;  (4)  ter- 
restrial, the  distance  of  a  place  N.  or  S. 
of  the  equator,  E  1797. 

Latoun,  s.  latten,  a  compound  metal, 
like  pinchbeck,  containing  chiefly  copper 
and  zinc,  A  6^. 

Latrede,  ad;,  tardy,  dawdling,  I  7x8. 
A.  S.  latrade. 

Latter,  adv.  more  slowly,  I  971. 

Laude,  s.  praise,  honour,  HF.  1575;  //. 
lauds,  a  service  held  at  2  or  3  A.M.,  A 

,  3655. 

LauGTOe,  V.  laugh,  A  474;  Laugheth  of, 

smiles  on  account  of.  A  1494;  Lough, 

strong  pt.  s,  laughed,  R.  248 ;  Laughede, 

weahpt.pl.  R.  fe3. 
Launce,  v.  rear,  HF.  946. 
Launcegray,  s.  a  kind  of  lance,  B  1942. 

201 1.    Originally  of  Moorish  origin. 
Launcheth,  pr.  s,  pushes,  lets  slide,  D 

2145- 
Launde,  s,  a  grassy  clearing  (called  dale 

in  5. 327) .  5. 302 ;  glade,  plam  surrounded 

by  trees,  A  i6qi. 
Laure,  s.  laurel-tree,  HF.  1107. 
Laureat,  adj,  crovmed  with  laurel,    B 

3886,  E  31. 
Laurer,  s.  laurel-tree,  5.  182. 
Laurer-crouned,  laurel-crowned,  7.  43. 
Laurlol,  s.  spurge-laurel,  Daphne  Zmm- 

reola,  B  4153. 


62 


(5lo00artal  ixittx. 


Laus,  adj.  loose,  B  4.  p  6.  147. 

Laven,  ^er,  to  exhaust,  B  4.  p  6.  14; 
Laved,  pp.  drawn  up,  B  3.  m  12.  125. 
A.  S.  iajlaft. 

Lavender,  s,  laundress,  L.  358. 

Laverokkes,  p/.  sky-larks,  R.  66a. 

Lavours,//.  basins,  D  287. 

Laxatlf ,  ad/\  as  s,  looseness,  A  2736 ;  s. 
laxative,  B  4133. 

Lay  (i),  J.  song,  lay,  B  1959;  Layes, //. 
songs,  F  710,  712,  947. 

Lfty  (3)1  -f*  Iaw;  Aence  belief,  fiedth,  T.  i. 
340 ;  creed,  L.  336. 

Layneres,  p/.  straps,  thongs,  A  2504. 
O.  F.  laniere  ;  mod.  E.  lanyard, 

Layser,  j.  leisure,  T.  ii.  227. 

Lazar,  s,  leper,  A  242. 

Leche,  s.  physician,  A  3904,  C  916. 

Lechecrafty  1.  art  of  medicine,  T.  iv.  436 ; 
skill  of  a  physician,  A  2745. 

Lecher,  s,  healer,  B  4.  p  6.  238. 

Lechoiir,  1.  lecher,  B  1935. 

Lede,  v.  lead,  T.  i.  259 ;  carry,  T.  iv,  1514 ; 
lead,  take.  L.  2021;  draw,  R.  1608; 
govern,  B  434;  lead  (his  life),  R.  1321; 
lead,  R.  1129;  Lede,/yr.  to  lead,  spend, 
F  744 ;  to  guide,  R.  400 ;  Let,/r.  s.  leads, 
T.  li.  882;  Ladde,  fL  j.  led,  R.  581; 
brought,  7.  39;  carried,  L.  114;  con- 
ducted, B  3747;  continued,  R.  216; 
Ladden, //. //.  led,  R.  1310;  Ledden, 
pt,  pi,  9.  2;  Ladde, //.^/.  B  3920;  Lad, 
pp,  led.  L.  1 108.  1948;  brought,  A  2620; 
conducted,  A  4402;  carried,  L.  74. 

Leden,  adj.  leaden,  G  728. 

Ledene,  s.  {dot.)  language,  talk,  F  435, 
478. 

Leed,  s.  lead  (metal),  HF.739, 1448, 1648 ; 
a  copper,  or  caldron,  A  202. 

Leef ,  ad/,  lief,  A  1837 ;  dear,  R.  103 ;  pre- 
cious, G  1467 ;  lief,  pleasing,  T.  v.  1738 ; 
pleasant,  R.  1688 ;  yaw  so  Uef^  so  desired 
by  you,  C  760 ;  that  Ue/tng  were,  which 
I  should  like.  HF.  1999;  Leve.  def.  dear 
(one),  A  3393;  vocatwe,  HF.  8i6;  Lefe, 
adj.  fern.  vqc.  HF.  1827;  Leve.  //.  dear, 
T.  iv.  8^  V.  592. 

Leef ,  adj.  as  s.  what  is  pleasant ;  for  /.  tu 
looth,  tor  weal  nor  for  woe,  L.  1^9; 
what  is  dear  (to  him) ,  T.  iv.  1^85 ;  be- 
loved one,  lover,  lady-love,  T.  iii.  3. 

Leef,  J.  leaf,  L.  72 ;  Leves,  //.  leaves,  R. 
56 ;  (of  a  book) ,  D  79a 

Leefful ;  see  Leveful. 

Leefsel,  s.  the  *  bush '  or  leafy  bundle  (as 
a  sign),  at  a  tavern-door,  I  4x1 ;  Levesel, 
arbour  of  leaves,  A  4060.  Cf^  Swed. 
18/sat,  a  hut  made  of  green  boughs. 


Leek,  s,  leek,  R.  21a ;  a  thing  of  no  value, 

G  795. 
Leen,  imp,  s.  of  Lene. 
Leep  (166p),^/.  s,  of  LApe. 
Lees  (lds6),  s,  leash,  G  19;  snare,  7. 233. 
Lees,  adj.  untrue,  R.  8. 
Lees  (166s),  1.  deceit,  fraud;  a  skrewed 

lees,  a  wicked  fraud,  L.  154c ;  wUhouien 

lees,  without  deceit,  verily,  HF.  1464. 
Lees,  pt.  s.  of  Lese. 
Leeste,  adg.  sup,  least,  B  2513:  atu  L 

weye,  at  the  very  least,  A  iiax. 
Leet,  pt,  s.  of  Lete. 
Lef,  imp,  s,  of  Leve  (leave). 
Lefe,  adj,fem.  voc,  dear,  HF.  1897. 
Leful;  see  Leveful. 
Lecrere,  -n ;  see  Leye,  v, 
Leide,  \pt,  s,  of  Leye. 
LelGrb,;^/.  s,  ofljye  (2). 
Lekes,  //.  leeks.  A  634. 
Leznes,  pi,  flames,  B  4iaa    A.  S.  leoma, 
Lexmnan,  s.  nuuc,  (male)  lover,  sweet- 
heart, A  4240,  4247 ;  fern,  (female)  lover, 

lady-love.  A  32;r8, 3280 ;  concubines,  1 903. 
Lendes,  fl,  loins.  A  3237,  3304.    A.  S. 

lenden,  pi.  Undenu, 
Lene,  aaj,  lean,  thin,  R.  si8, 444;  weak, 

.  11.  132. 
Lene,  ger,  to  lend,  give,  A  6x1;  Lene. 

imp,  s,  lend,  B  1376 ;  Leen,  imp,  j.  give. 

A  3082.    A.  S.  ISnoH, 
Lene,  v,  lean,  incline,  B  2638. 
Lenfir»  adv,  longer;  ever  I.  the  toers,  the 

worse,  the  longer  it  lasts,  A  3872. 
Lenfirer,  aify',  longer,  L.  450,  2025. 
Lenerer.  adv,  longer,  B  374,  2122,  3709; 

ever  tke  I,,  the  longer,  the  more,  7.  X99; 

ever  I.  the  more,  E  687. 
Lenffest,  adv,  siup,  longest.  5.  549. 
Lente,  s,  Lent-season,  D  543. 
Lenvoy,  s,  I'envoy,  i.  e.  the  a>ilogue  or 

postscript  addressed  to  the  bearers  or 

readers,  E  xx^  {pthric), 
Leonease,  s,  lioness,  L.  805. 
Leonyn,  adj,  lioniike,  B  3836. 
Leoe,  s,  people,  G  X03,  xo6.    Gk.  Ank. 
Leoun,  s,  bon,  L.  tarj,  899;   L6on,  the 

sign  Leo,  F  265. 
Lepdbrt,  s,  leopard,  A  2186;  Libardes,//. 

R.  894. 
Iiepe,  V.  run,  A  4378 :  leap,  L.  9008 ;  Lepe 

up,  V,  leap  up,  HF.  2x50;  L66p,  //.  s. 

leapt,  A  2687. 
Iiere,  s,  flesh,  skin,  B  9047.    Properly  the 

muscles,  especialljr  the  muscles  ot  the 

thigh,  whicn  special  sense  is  perfectly 

suitable  here.    A.  S.  lira,  flesh,  muscle. 
iMre^ger,  (i)  to  teach,  7. 98 ;  v. teach,  T.  iv. 
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441 ;  (2)  to  learn,  T.  v.  161 ;  Lere,  ^^.  to 

learn,  find  out,  D  909;  ljsTG,fr.p/.  (i) 

teach,  5.  35;  (3)  learn,  F  104;  Lered,/^. 

(s)  learnt,  T.  iii.  406. 
Ijered,  aJj.  instructed,  learned,  C  983; 

A.  S.  leered, 
Leme,  v,  learn,  A  308,  D  994;  Lemed  of. 

taught  by,  G  748.    (Chaucer  here  uses 

the  word  wrongly,  as  in  mod.  provincial 

English.^ 
Leae,  s.  dot,  pasture,  T.  IL  753;  HF.  1768. 

A.  S.  las, 
Lese,  V,  lose,  A  1315, 1390 ;  Lese  me,  v, 

lose  myself,  be  lost,  c.  147 ;  Lees,  pt.  s, 

lost,  L.    9^5;    Leseth,  imp,  pi,  B    19; 

Loren,  pp,  lost,  L.  1048 ;  Lorn,  pf,  lost, 

T.  i.  373,  iii.   1076,    iv.  1613;    forlorn, 

wasted,  R.  366. 
Leslng-,  s,  falsehood,  lie,  HF.  3089;  G 

479;    Lesinges,  ^/.  lies,  deceits,  R.  3; 

lying  reports,  Hr .  3133. 
Ifeslngre,  s,  loss,  I  1056 ;  Lesiiir.  A  1707 ; 

/or  Usinge^  for  fear  of  losing,  0  375a 
Lessoun,  s,  lesson,  lection,  A  709. 
Lest,  s.  pleasure,  3.  908 ;  delight,  A  i|3 ; 

desire,  E   619;    inclination,    HF.   SW7; 

Lestes,^/.  desires,  HF.  1738.  A  Kentish 

form ;  for  lust. 
Lest,  pr,  s,  impers,  (it)  pleases,  L.  1703 ; 

(it)  pleases   (me),  D  360;  Thee  lest,  it 

pleases  thee,  5.  114;  Lesteth,  (it)  pleases. 

L.  480  a ;  Leste,//.  s,  impers,  (it)  pleased. 

T.  V.  517;  pers,  was  pleased,  T.  iii.  453; 

Leste,^.  1.  subj,  (it)  may  please,  L.  1338 ; 

As  yow  leste,  as  it  may  please  you,  L. 

449 ;  (it)  would  please.  F  380 ;  Her  leste, 

it  should  please  her,  5.  551.    Kentish 

forms. 
Leste,  adj,  super  I,  least.  T.  i.  381 ;  at  the 

/.,  at  least,  3.  973 ;  atte  /.,  at  least,  B  38; 

Leste,  as  s.,  the  least  one,  3.  383 ;  at  the 

leeste  weye^  at  any  rate,  E  906. 
Let,  pr,  s,  of  Lede. 
Lete,  V,  let,  B  3534;  let,  leave,  A  1335; 

|[ive  up,  let  go,  T.  v.  1688;  forsake,  T. 

IV.  1 199;  let  alone,  leave,  D  1276;  quit, 

X.  73 ;  give  up,  lose,  G  406 ;  omit,  depart 

from,  5.  391 ;  Lete  of,  ger,  to  leave  off, 

18.  53 ;  IJeten,  v,  let,  L.  3107 ;  give  up,  R. 

1690;  forsake,  T.  iv.  1556;  Leten,^^.  to 

let  go,  T.  i.  363 ;  Late,  v,  let,  T.  iii.  693 ; 

Laten,  v,  let,  A  3336 ;  Lete,  i  pr,  s,  leave. 

7.  45 ;  Let,  pr.  5.  lets  go,  repels,  5.  151 ; 

Lai./r.  s.  lets,  permits,  T.  iv.  300;  Lete, 

3  pr,  pi,  abandon,  B  3505 ;  L66t,  pt.  s, 

let,  A  138;  let  go,  A  1306;  allowed,  HF. 

343 :  left  off,  A  331 1 ;  left,  A  508 ;  caused, 

permitted,    B    373;    caused,    B   3194; 


caused  (to  be),  B  959;  leet  .  .  ,feccke, 
commanded  (men)  to  fetch,  D  300^ ;  leet 
don  cryen^  caused  to  be  proclaimed,  F 
45;  leet  make,  caused  to  be  made,  B 
3349 ;  leet  dinde,  caused  to  be  bound,  B 
18 10;  Let,  ft,  J.  caused,  L.  3624;  let 
calle,  caused  to  l>e  called,  L.  1684 ;  let,  5. 
379;  Lete, //.^/.  let,  B  3898;  Lete,^Aj. 
subj,  were  to  let,  T,  iii.  1763 ;  Leet,  imp. 
s,  let,  C  731 ;  Lat,  imf.  s,  let,  i.  79,  84 ; 
let  alone,  give  up,  T.  ii.  1500;  Lat  be,  let 
be,  do  away  with,  A  840;  let  me  alone, 
A  3385 ;  give  up,  H  F.  993 ;  Lat  do,  cause, 
C  173 ;  Lat  take,  take,  G  1354,  H  175 ; 
Lat  see,  let  us  see,  A  831 ;  Lat  goon,  let 
slip  (the  dogs),  L.  1313 ;  Laten  blood, /^. 
let  blood,  A  4346.    A.  S.  Utan, 

Lette,  s,  hindrance,  T.  i.  361 ;  delay,  T. 
iii.  235. 

Lette,  V,  hinder,  T.  ii.  732;  prevent,  L. 
733 ;  oppose,  stay,  B  3306 ;  cause  delay, 
B  11x7;  wait,  B  1440;  tarry,  B  4334; 
stop,  desist,  B  4379 ;  cease,  R.379 ;  Letten, 
ger,  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  (of),  to 
decline  (from),  A  1317;  Let,/r.  s,  pre- 
vents, B3.  p  10.  163;  Lette,^.  s.  subj.; 
lette  kirn  no  man.god firbede,  God  forbid 
that  any  should  hinder  him,  T.  iii. 
545;  Letted,  pt,  s,  hindered,  A  1891; 
was  hindered,  B  3591 ;  Letteth,  in^,  pi, 
hesitate,  T.  ii.  1136. 

Lette-flTBrnd,  s, '  let-game,'  one  who  hin- 
ders sport.  T.  iii.  527. 

Lettres,  pi,  letters  {also  as  sing,  a  letter) , 

B736:  5I9- 
Lettrure,  s,  learning,  B  3486 ;  book-lore, 

B3686. 
Letuarie,  s,  electuary,  remedy,  C  307; 

pi.  electuaries.  A  436.    Lat  electuarwm, 
Leve,  dear;  see  Leef. 
Leve,  s.  leave,  B  1637,  D  908 ;  permission. 

L  3381;    bi^de  kir    leve,  without    her 

leave,  T.  iii.  633. 
Leve  {i)tV,  leave,  E  350 ;  let  alone,  G  714 ; 


let  go,  3.  iiii;  go  away,  5.  153;  leave 
alone,  T.  i.  688 ;  ger,  to  leave  off,  T.  i. 
686;  to  forsake,  G  387;  Leve,  i  pr.  s. 
leave,  3.  50;  Lcveth,  pr,  s.  remains,  3. 
701 ;  Lafte,  i  pt.  s.  left,  C  763;  Lefte,  left 
off,  F  670;  Laften,  pt,  pi.  L.  168;  Left, 
pp.  omitted.  I  331 ;  Laft,  pp,  left.  L. 
1360;  Leef.  imp,  s.  leave,  T.  iv.  853; 
leave  (it)  alone,  T.  v.  1518 ;  Lef.  imp.  s. 
forego,  D  3089;  Leve,  imp.  s,  leave,  A 
1614;  Leveth,  imp.  pL  leave,  C  659. 
A.  S.  la/an. 
Leve  (2),  V.  believe,  5.  496;  L.  xo;  ger.  to 
be   believed,  HF.  708;    Levestow,  be- 
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lievest  thou,  G  21a;  Leveth,  imp,  pi, 
believe,  6.  88.    A.  S.  ii/an,  ly/an. 

Leve  (3) ,  /«r.  to  allow,  L.  2s8o ;  ^od  leve, 
God  grant,  L.  9083,  ao86.  A.  S.  le/an, 
fyfan. 

Leveful,  adj,  allowable,  A  3912;  per- 
missible, D  37;  Leefful,  allowable. 'I  41, 
9x7 ;  Leful,  permissible,  T.  iii.  loao. 

Levene,  j.  flash  of  lightning,  D  376. 

Lever,  adj.  comp,  lie^r,  rather ;  me  were 
lever ^  I  had  rather,  T.  i.  1034,  iii.  57^ ;  me 
nis  lever ^  L.  191 ;  tkee  were  /.,  thou  hadst 
rather,  B  3339 ;  him  was  I.,  A  293 ;  Aim 
were  I.,  L.  2413;  have  1 1,,  I  would  rather. 
T.  ii.  471;  F  1360;  hadde  I  /.,  D  168; 
hath  /.,  F  693 ;  hadde  /.,  L.  1536 ;  had  hir 
/.,  she  would  rather,  £  444;  him  had 
be  I,,  he  would  rather,  A  3541. 

Levesel;  see  Leefsel. 

Levesty  sup,  dearest,  most  desirable,  HF. 

87. 

Lewed,  adi,  ignorant,  A  ^02,  574;  un- 
learned, C  283;  unskilled,  rude,  HF. 
1096;  wicked,  foolish,  F  1494:  wanton, 
E  2120.    A.  S.  leewed. 

Lewedly,  adv,  simply,  HF.  866;  igno- 
rantly.  B  47 ;  ill,  G  43a 

LewedDeBse,  s,  ignorance,  ignorant  be- 
haviour, D  1928. 

Ley,  lied ;  pt.  s,  of  Lye. 

Leye,  v,  lay,  4.  205 ;  lay,  cause  to  lie,  T. 
iii.  659;  lay  a  wager,  HF.  674;  pledge, 
T.  ill.  1605;  Levn,  ger,  to  lay  up,  to 
hoard,  R.  184;  hcggcn,  ger,  to  lay,  A 
3269;  Lcgge.  V.  A  3937;  Lsyth,  pr,s.  A 
4229;  Leith,/r.  s,  D  2138;  Leye,  tpr.pl. 
lay  out,  expend,  G  783;  Leyn,  pr.  pi. 
lay,  H  222  ;  Leyde, //.  s.  3.  394 ;  Leyde, 
2  pi.  fl.  L.  2501 ;  Ley  den  forth,  pi.  pi. 
brought  forward,  B  2x3;  Leyd,^.  laid, 
A  3263;  placed.  R.  1184;  overlaid,  R. 
1076;  /  toas  leyd,  I  had  laid  myself 
down,  L.  208;  Leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  81; 
fixed.  3.  1 146;  set,  3.  1036;  Ley  on,  lay 
on,  A  2558. 

Leyser,  s.  leisure,  R.  462;  A  11 88;  de- 
liberation, B  2766 ;  opportunity,  A  3293. 

Leyt,  s.  flame  (of  a  candle),  I  954.  A.  S. 
^^^^l,  ^^^If  M.  E.  leil,  lightning. 

Libardes,  fl.  leopards,  R.  894. 

Libel,  s.  wntten  declaration,  D  1505. 

Licentiat,  adj.  one  licensed  by  the  pope 
to  hear  confessions,  independently  of 
the  local  ordinaries,  A  220. 

Liche,  adf.  like,  R.  1073;  similar,  7.  76; 
if  liehe,  like  it,  F  62. 

Liche,  adv.  alike,  HF.  10. 

Liche-wake ,  j.  watch  over  acorpse,  A  2958. 
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Licoryod,  s.  liquorice,  R.  1368. 
Lic6ui%  s.  moisture,  A  3;  liquor,  T.  iv. 

520 ;  Lfcour,  juice,  C  453. 
lAet,  adj.  dear,  A  3501 ;  Lief  to,  glad  to, 

given  to,  A  3510;    cherished,  E  470; 

goode  lee/mv  wyf  my  dear  good  wife, 

B  3084 ;  hadde  as  lie/,  would  as  soon,  D 

1574 ;  as  s.  dear  one,  B  4069. 

lit,  €ulj.  left  (said  of  the  left  hand  or 

side),  K.  163. 
Ufire,  adj.  liege,  C  337 ;  Lige  man,  vassal, 

L.  ^9 ;  Liges,  s.  pi.  vassals,  L.  382 ;  pi. 

subjects,  B  240.    F.  lige^  from  O.  H.  G. 

ledtc  (G.  ledig) ,  free.    A  liege  lord  was  a 

^ee  lord ;  in  course  of  time  his  subjects 

were  called  lieges,  from  confusion  with 

Lat.  ligare,  to  bind. 
Liffeaunoe,  s.  allegiance,  B  895. 
lAgfgeUf  V.  lie,  B  2101 ;  VAggknge,  pres.  pi. 

lying,  T.  iv.  29;  Ligging,  A  loii. 
Liflrbv,  adj\  lightsome,  joyous,  R.  77;  3. 

1 175;  active,  nimble,  R.  832;  easv.  3. 

526 ;  wearing  but  few  clothes  (o/f^, fickle). 

21.  20;  Lighte, //.  light  (of  weight),  5. 

188 ;  easy,  A.  pr.  36. 
Liffhte,  adv.  brilliantly,  R.  1109. 
Uffhte,  ger.  (i)  to  make  light,  rejoice,  T. 

V.  6^;  to  render  cheernil,  T.  i.  203; 

alleviate,  T.  iiL  1082;    (2)  ger.  to  feel 

light,  to  be  glad,  F  396,  914;    Lighte, 

//.  s.  lighted;    eiiher  tn  ihe  sense  (i) 

lightened,  made  light,  made  happy,  or 

(2)  illuminated,  B  1661. 
Liflrnte,  v.  alight,  descend,  HF.  508 ;  //.  s. 

alighted,  B  786. 
Llgrbten,  v.  shine,  I  1037 ;  Lighted,  pp. 

brightened,  i.  74;  Light, /^.  illuminated, 

L.  2506;  Lighte,  imp.  s.  illumine,  G  71. 
Ligrbtly,  adv.  lightly,  F  390;  readily,  4. 

205;  quickly,  I  534;  easily,  T.  ii.  289; 

carelessly,  I  1023 ;  joyfully,  A  1870. 
Ligrhtned,  pp.  enlightened,  illuminated, 

F  1050. 
Llghtnesse  (i).  j.  brightness,  5.  263. 
Lifirlitnesse  (2),  s.  agility.  A  3383. 
Lifirhteoxn,  adj.  gay,  R.  936. 
Llsrne,  s.  line,  T.  v.  1481. 
Llgrne-aloeB,  wood  of  the  aloe,  T.  iv. 

1 137.     (Properly  a  compound,  i.  e.  ligne- 

aloes ;  where  aloes  is  a  plural  form.) 
Likerous,  adj.  lecherous,  H  189 ;  wanton. 

A  3244,  3545,  E  214;  gluttonous,  C  540; 

greedy  alter  indulgence,  D  466;  eager, 

F  1119;  very  vile  (Lat.  nequissimi),  B3. 

4-3I- 

:erousnease,  j.  Iccherousness,  D  6zi ; 

licentiousness,  I  430;  g[reediness,  I  377; 

eagerness,  1 741 ;  appetite,  C  84. 
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UltinfiT-bome,  s,  horn  to  be  played  for 
a  lilt,  HF.  11193. 

Tilmallle;  see  Lymaille. 

Lbne,  j.  limb,  3.  409;  Limes.  ^/.  R.  830. 

Limitaoloun,  s.  limit,  D  877. 

Liznltour,  s,  limitor,  a  friar  licensed  to 
beg  for  alms  within  a  certain  limit,  A 
ao9,  D  874. 

LiDaffe,  J.  lineage,  race,  A  11 10;  family, 
I>  1 135;  noble  family.  K.  258;  high 
birth,  B  3441;  kinsfolk,  B  3193;  kin- 
dred, B  999 ;  consanguinity,  L.  9600. 

LiDd,  s.  lime-tree,  A  993a. 

Llpsed,  //.  J.  lisped,  A  364. 

Usee,  s.  comfort.  T.  v.  550;  joy,  T.  iii. 
343;  assuaging,  HF.  390;  solace,  3. 1040 ; 
alleviation,  F  1338.    A.  S.  /iss. 

Llsaen,  v,  alleviate,  T.  i.  703 ;  soothe,  6. 
6;  Lissed,  ^p,  relieved,  F  1170.  A.  S. 
/issian, 

Iiist  (i),  s,  pleasure,  T.  iii.  1303;  will, 
D633. 

List  (3),  J.  ear,  D  ^    A.  S.  Afyst. 

List,  pr,  s,  impers,  it  pleases  {usually  with 

dot!) ,  A  I03Z,  B  531 ;  me  list  right  evel^  I 

was  in  no   mind  to,  3.  339;  you  list, 

it    pleases    you,     11.    77;    List,   pr,   s. 

pers.  is  pleased,  pleases,  T.  i.  518,  797 ; 

wishes.  A  3x76;  Listeth,  pr,  s.  impers. 

(it)  pleases.  T.  ii.  700;  pers.  pleases,  is 

pleased,  HF.  511;  likes,  F  689;  Listen, 

:ipr,pl,  are  pleased,  T.  iii.  1810;  Listen, 

pr,  pL   list,   choose,    B   3334;    Listen 

trete,  choose   to  write,  L.  ^75;    Liste, 

//.  J.  impers,   (it  pleased),  L.  333;  her 

liste,  it  pleased  her,  she  cared.  7.  190; 

him  liste,  he  wanted,  4.  93;  hem  liste , 

(it)  pleased  them,  F  851.    A.  S.  lystan, 

liistes,  pi,  in  sing,  sense,  lists,  a  place 
enclosed  for  tournaments,  A  63. 

Listes,  s.  pi.  wiles ;  in  his  /.,  by  means  of 
his  wiles,  i.  85. 

Listeth,  imp.fl,  listen  ye,  B  1903. 

LitargrOf  <f-  litharge,  ointment  prepared 
from  protoxide  oflead,  A  629 ;  protoxide 
of  lead,  G  775. 

Litargrie,  s.  lethargy,  B  i.  p  9.  29. 

Lite,  adj.  little,  I  995 ;  as  s.,  a  little,  T.  i. 
291 ;  adv.  little,  T.  iv.  13^0. 

Litestere,  s,  dytr,  9. 17.   Icel.  lita,  to  dye. 

Lith,  s.  limb  (viz.  of  herself) ,  B  4065.  A.  S. 
liS. 

Lltherly ,  adv.  ill.  A  3399.  A.  S.  ^er,  evil. 

Livere  (i),s.  liver.  D  1839. 

Llvere  (3) ,  s.  liver  (one  who  lives) ,  B 1024. 

Liveree,  s.  livery,  A  363. 

Livlngre,  s.  life-time,  7.  188;  manner  of 
life,  C  107 ;  state  of  life,  G  322. 


Lixt,  liest;  see  Lye  (2). 

Lode,  s.  load,  A  2918. 

LodemenaffO,  s,  pilotage,  A  403.  Lode-^ 
mantle  is  the  hire  of  a  pilot,  for  con- 
ducting a  ship  from  one  place  to  another. 

Lodesmen,  s.pl,  pilots,  L.  1488. 

Lode-sterre,  s,  polar  star,  lodestar,  A 

«>59. 

Lofte,  dot,  upper  room,  L.  9709;  on  hfte^ 
in  the  air,  HF.  1797 ;  aloft,  B  977. 

LofiTGTB,  s.  resting-place,  B  4043. 

LofiT^nff,  s.  lodging.  B  4185. 

Loke,  V.  iyoeak)  lock  up,  D  317. 

Loken,  ger,  to  look,  A  1783 ;  v,  behold.. 
R.  812;  Loked,  pt,  s,  looked,  A  289; 
Lokeden,//.  pi.  L.  1972;  imp.s,  see,  HF. 
893;  take  heed,  D  1587;  Loke  he,  let 
him  take  heed,  1  134 ;  Loketh,  imp.  pL 
behold,  G  1329 ;  search  ve,  C  578. 

Loken,  pp.  of  strong  verb  (Louken) ,  locked 
up.  B  4065. 

Lokinff,  s.  look,  gaze,  3.  870;  counte- 
nance, B  »32 ;  glance,  L.  240 ;  glance  ^of 
the  eye),  A  2x71 ;  aspect,  4. 51 ;  examin- 
ing, 5.  no;  appearance.  R.  390;  looks, 
F285. 

Lokkes,  pi,  locks  of  hair,  A  81, 677. 

LoUer,  s.  a  loller,  a  lollard,  B  Z173.  Loiter 
(one  who  is  sluggish)  was  conmsed  with 
the  name  Lollard. 

Lomb,  s,  lamb,  L.  1798. 

Lond,  s.  land,  A  194.  400,  579;  country. 
B  3548;  upon  lond,  in  the  country,  A 
709. 

Lone,  s.  dot.  loan,  B  1485 ;  gift,  grace,  D 
1861. 

lAmft,prep.;  the  ^Yinsit  wher-on  .  .  long 
=  long  on  wher,  along  of  what.  G  930 ; 
Long  on,  along  of.  because  of,  G  939. 

Long-,  adj.  {befire  a  vowel),  tall,  R.  817; 
pi.  tall,  high.  R.  1384;  long.  A  03. 

Lonfire,  adv.  long,  A  986;  tor  a  long  time, 
L.  9961. 

Longre  (x),  v.  desire,  long  for,  L.  2260; 
yearn,  T.  ii.  546;  Longen  (2),  v,  belong, 
A  2278 ;  pr.  s.  belongs,  R.  754 ;  (it)  con- 
cerns, T.  ii.  312;  pr,  pi,  belong,  F  1131 ; 
//.  s.  befitted.  R.  1299;  Longing  for, 
suitable  for,  F  39. 

Loneres,  pi.  lungs,  A  9759. 

Longrituae,  s.  the  distance  between  two- 
given  meridians,  A.  ii.  39. 19 ;  the  length 
or  extent  of  a  '  climate,'  in  a  direction 
]>arallel  to  the  equator,  or  rather  a  line 
along  which  to  measure  this  length; 
A.  ii.  39.  98.  The  longitude  of  a  star  is- 
measured  along  the  zodiac;  that  of  a. 
town,  from  a  fixed  meridian. 
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ImOOB,  s.  praise,  renown,  B   2834,  3036. 

O.  F.  /OS. 
I«oo8,  adj.  loose,  A  4064, 4x38 ;  Lous,  free, 

HF.  ia86. 
liOOtb  (Iddth),  adj.  loath,  odious,  A  486; 

hateful,  A  3393;   fne  were  /.,  it  would 

displease  me,  B  91 ;  as  s.,  what  is  hate- 
ful, misery,  L.  1639. 
liOOthly,  adj.  hideous,  D  iioo. 
LOPPO*  J.  a  spider,  A.  i.  3.  6. 
Loppewebbe,  s.  cobweb,  A.  i.  21.  3. 
Lordetb,  pr.  s.,  rules  over,  4.  id6. 
LordlngTB,  s.pl.  sirs.  C  329,  573. 
liore,  s.  teaching,  L.  2450;  advice,  T.  i. 

X090;  lesson,  T.  i.  645,  754;  instruction, 

B  342;  learning,  B  761;  study,  G  842; 

profit,  5.  IS ;  doctrine,  A  527.    A,  S.  /dr. 
Lore,  pp.  of  Lese. 
liOrel,    s.    worthless    man,    abandoned 

wretch,  D  275. 
liOren,/!^.  «/Lese. 
liOrer,  s.  laurel,  R,  1379. 
Lorn,  pp.  of  Lese. 

Los  (i).  J.  loss,  A  2543;  occasion  of  per- 
dition, D  720. 
LoB  (2),  s.  praise,  renown,  fisime,  L.  1514; 

report,  L.  1424;  tU  her  /oses,  in  praise 

of  them,  HF.  1688.    O.  F.  /os. 
Losengrere,  s.  flatterer,  R.  1050 ;  p/.  R. 

1056.    O.  F.  /osengeur. 
Losengrerle,  s.  flattery,  I  613. 
Losensres, ^/.  lozenges,  HF.  13x7;  small 

diamond-shaped  shields,  R  893. 
Lost,  s.  loss,  B  2.  p  4. 185. 
Lotb,  adj.  loath,  3.  8 ;  displeasing,  R  233. 
Lotber,  adj.  comp.  more  hateful,  L.  191. 
LotbeBt,  cu/j.  super/,  most  loath,  F  1313. 
Lotingre,  pres.  part,  lurking,  G  186.   A.  S. 

/utian,  to  lurk. 
Loude,  adv.  loudly,  A  171. 
Louffb,  //.  s.  of  Laughe. 
Louke,  s.  accomplice,  A  4415. 
Loured,  fp.  frowned,  HF.  409. 
Lous,  adj.  loose,  free,  HF.  1286. 
Lousy,  adj.  fiill  of  lice,  miserable,  D  1467. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  do  obeisance,  T.  iii.  683 ; 

ger.  10  bow  down,  B  3352 ;  ipt.  s.  stooped, 

bent,  R  X554. 
Love,  s.  love,  A  475 ;  fem.  lady-love,  4. 31 ; 

voc.  O  my  love,  A  672;  masc.  lover,  L. 

862. 
Lovedayes,  p/.  days  for  settling  disputes 

by  arbitration,  A  «8 ;  HF.  695. 
Love-dpury,  s.  affection.  B  2085.    The 

latter  part  of  the  word  is  O.  F.  drurie, 

druerie,  love,  passion. 
Loveknotte,  s.  looped  omament,  A  X97. 
Loves,  s.p/.  loaves,  B  503. 


Lovyere,  s.  lover,  A  8a 

Lowenesse,  s.  lowliness,  I  1080. 

Lowly,  adj.  humble,  A  99. 

Luce,  s.  luce,  pike,  A  350. 

Lucre,  s.  lucre,  gain,  G  X402;  lucre  of 

vilanye  «  vile  gain,  B  x68i. 
Lufsoxn,  adj.  lovely,  T.  v.  9x1 ;  lovable,  T. 

V.  465. 
Lulletb,/r.  s.  lulls,  soothes,  B  839. 
Ltizia,  s.  the  moon,  G  826;  a  qame  for 

silver,  G  1440. 
LunArle,  s.  lunary,  moon-wort,  G  800. 
Lure,  s.  a  hawk's  lure,  D  1340;  //.  enti(%- 

ments,  L.  137X. 
Lussbeburgrbes,  p/.  spurious  coin.   B 

3152.    Named  from  the  town  of  Luxem- 
bourg. 
Lust,  s.  desire,  R  1653;  amusement.  R. 

1287;  pleasure,  R.  616;  delight,  i.  xo6; 

will,  desire,  wish,  B  188;   interest  in  a 

story,  F  402 ;  //.  delights,  3.  581.    A.  S. 

/ust. 
Lu8tetb,/r.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleases,  L.  996 ; 

Lust,/r.  s.pers.  pleases,  E  1344;  impers. 

Tit)   pleases,  E  322;  Luste,  pt.  s.  pers. 

desired,  G  1344;  Luste,//.  s.  impers.  it 

pleased,  G  1235. 
Lustier,  more  joyous.  G  1345. 
Lustibede,  s.  cheerfulness.  3. 27 ;  delight, 

\l  274;  enjoyment,  F  288;  vigour,  L. 

1530. 
Lustily,  adv.  gaily,  merrily,  R.  1319. 
Lustinesse,  s.  pleasure,  jollity,  A  1939 ; 

vigour,  R  1282. 
Lusty,  adj.  pleasant,  gay,  A  80;  Jocund, 

F  272;    lusty,  H  41;    joyous,   R  581; 

happy.  R.  1303 ;  joyful,  A  1513 ;  vigorous, 

L.  1(^8. 
Luxures,  s.p/.  lusts,  B  3.  p  7. 12. 
Luxurle,  s.  lechery,  B  925,  C  484. 
Lyard,  adj.  grey,  D  15^. 
Lycorys,  s.  liquorice,  A  3690. 
Lye  (i),  t/.  lie,  remain,  10. 52;  Lye.^«r.  to 

lodge,  D  1780 ;  Lye  .  .  by,  v.  he  beside, 

B  3470 ;  Lye  upright,  lie  on  one's  back. 

lie  dead,  R.  1604 ;  Lystow,  thou  liest,  H 

276;    Lyth,  pr.  s.  lies,  is,  remains,  R. 

782;  lies,  3.  146,  181;  (he)  lies,  B  634: 

(that)  lies,  D  1829;  remains,  resides,  B 

3654;  lies  (dead),  3.  143;  Lyth  therto. 

belongs  here,  is  needed,  3.  527;   Lay, 

I  pt.  s.  lodged,  A  20 ;  was,  A  538 ;  Laye, 

pt.  s.  subj.  would  lie,  T.  iv.  1560;   Ly, 

imp.  s.  T.  ii.  953. 
Lye  (2),  V.  tell  lies,  lie,  A  763;  Lixt,  2 

pr.  s.  liest.  D   1618,   1761;  Ley,  stromg 

pt.  s.  lied,  T.  ii.  1077 ;  Lyed,  weaJk  pt,  s. 

lied,  A  659.    A.  S.  /eogan. 
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Lye  (3),  V.  blaze,  D  1x42.  A.  S.  tyge^s, 
flame. 

Lyer,  j.  liar,  B  2356. 

Lyes,  s.pl.  lees,  dregs,  HF.  az^. 

LyeB,  //.  (i)  lees;  or  (2)  lies,  D  302. 
Perhaps  a  double  meaning  is  intended. 

Lyf ,  J.  life,  A  71,  2776 ;  Lyves,  gen.  life's, 
6.  60;  of  my  life,  3.  920;  Our  present 
worldes  lyves  space,  the  space  of  our 
present  life  in  the  world,  5.  53;  Lyves 
day,  lifetime,  L.  1624 ;  Ly ve,  dot.  L.  59 ; 
On  lyve,  alive,  L.  1792;  in  his  time,  D 
43;  Upon  lyve,  alive,  T.  ii.  1030;  Of 
lyve,  out  of  life,  T.  v.  1561;  Bringe  of 
lyve,  cause  to  die,  T.  ii.  1608 ;  My  lyve, 
in  my  life,  T.  iu  905 ;  By  thy  lyf,  during 
thy  life,  B  1621;  Thy  lyf,  during  thy 
lifetime,  17.  19 ;  His  Ivve,  in  his  life,  L. 
1099;  Hir  lyve,  in  their  life,  D  392; 
L^ves,  pL  B  3284. 

liSmode,  5,  means  of  living,  I  685.  Mod. 
E.  livelihood. 

Lyfly,  adv,  in  a  lifelike  way,  A  2087. 

Lyke,  V.  please,  T.  i.  431 ;  ger,  HF.  860; 
to  be  liked,  R.  1357;  Lyketh,  /r.  s. 
pleases,  £  1031 ;  impers,  (it)  pleases,  E 
31  z,  845;  us  7.  yow^  it  pleases  us  with 
respect  to  you,  E  106 ;  Lyke,  pr,  s,  subj, 
may  please,  D  1278 ;  thee  L  not,  it  may 
not  please  you,  L.  490;  Lyked,  pt.  s. 
impers.  pleased,  R.  13 12. 

Lyklnfir,  s,  pleasure,  C  455;   delight,  B 

3499. 
XjykiDfiT,  adj.  pleasing,  R.  868;  pleasant, 

R.  1416;  thriving.  R.  1564. 
Liykllhed,  s.  dot.  likelihood,  £  448. 
LyklinoBse,  s.  probability,  22. 15. 
Lykly,  adj.  likely,  like,  16.  32. 
Lykne,  i  pr.  s.  compare,  3.  636. 
Lyknesse,  j.  parable,  A  2842. 
Lyxn,  s.  lime,  K  1149;  quicklime,  L.649. 
Lymaille,  s.  filings  of  any  metal,  G  iz^; 

Lymail,  G  ZZ64;  Limaille,  G  853. 
Lyme.^^r.  to  cover  with  birdlime,  T.  i.353. 
Lyxnere,  s,  hound  held  in  leash,  3.  365. 
Xiyznrod,  s,  lime-twig,  B  3574. 
Lyne,  s.  line,  T.  i.  1068;  fishing-line,  4. 

242;   line  of  descent,  D  1135:   as  fyme 

right,  straight  as  a  line,  T.  iii.  228. 
Xiyned,  pp.  lined.  A  440. 
Lyne-rigrbt,  adj.  in  an  exact  line,  exactly 

in  a  line  with,  A.  i.  21.  31. 
Ijyoun,   s,   lion,   T.   iii.   Z780;    v.  830; 

Lyouns,  pi.  R.  894.    See  Leoun. 
I«y8t,  2  pr.  s.  liest,  reclinest,  T.  ii.  99Z ; 

Lystow,  liest  thou,  H  276. 
liSrtarcrye,  s.  lethargy,  T.  i.  730. 
JJyte,    adj.  small,  little,   R.  532;    slight, 


I  689;  Lyte,  s.  a  little,  L.  99,  535 ;  Lyte, 

//.  little,  A  494. 
Lyte,  adu.  little,  3.  884;  a  little,  E  935; 

in  a  small  degree,  G  632,  699;  /.  ana  I., 

by  little  and  little,  D  2235. 
L3^be,  adj.  easy,  soft,  HF.  1x8. 
Lythe,  ger.  to  alleviate,  cheer,  T.  iv.  754. 
Lyve ;  see  Lyf. 

Lyveiy,  adv.  in  a  lively  way,  3.  905. 
Ljrvee;  see  Lyf. 
Lsryes,  adv.  in  life ;  hence,  as  adj.  living, 

alive,  T.  iv.  252;   no  lyves  creature^  no 

living  creature,  T.  iii.  Z3. 

M. 

M',  sometimes  put  foryi^  (before  a  vowel)  ; 
as  in  masterte/vr  roe  asterte. 

Ma  fey,  my  foith !  T.  iii.  52. 

Maad ;  pf.  y  Make. 

Maat,  aaj.  aejected,  B  2.  p  4. 42. 

Mad,  W.  made.  L.  286.    See  Make. 

Madde,  v.  go  mad,  4«  253;  ger.  to  be 
furious,  T.  i.  479. 

Mader,  s.  madder,  9. 17. 

Magrik,  s.  magic,  A  416. 

Magrlstrat,  1.  magistracy,  B  3.  p  4.  26. 

Maheyxn,  s.  maiming.  I  625.  Mod.  £. 
maim. 

Mallle,  s.  mail,  ringed  armour,  E  1202. 

Maister,  s.  master,  B  1627;  doctor,  D 
2Z84;  doctor  (of  divinity),  D  Z638;  (as 
a  term  of  address),  X7.  x ;  one  in  authority, 
A  261. 

MaiBterful,  adj.  masterful,  T.  ii.  756. 

Malster-Btrete,  s.  main  street,  I^  1965. 

MalBter-temple,  s.  chief  temple,  L.  zoi6. 

Malster-toun,  s.  chief  town,  L  1591. 

Malster-toiir,  s.  chief  tower,  F  226. 

Malstow,  mayest  thou,  HF.  699. 

Malstresse,  s.  mistress,  L.  88;  govern- 
ess, C  Z06. 

Malstrye,  s.  mastery,  great  skill,  A  3383 ; 
mastery,  F  747,  764 ;  control,  B  3689,  C 
58;  superiority;  for  the  maistrye^  as 
regards  authority,  A  Z65;  victory.  B 
3582;  specimen  of  skill,  HF.  1074;  art, 
elegance,  R.  842;  a  masterly  operation 
(d.  F.  coup  de  ma2/re),  G  X060. 

Majeetee,  s.;  his  real  majestee  —  his  roviil 
majesty,  i.  e.  high  treason.  B  i.  p  4.  162. 

Make,  s.  mate,  D  270,  H  x86;  equal, 
match,  A  2556 ;  wedded  companion,  wife, 
B  700;  bride.  E  1882;  husband,  D  85. 

Make,  v.  make,  A  X84 ;  compose,  write, 
L.  69 ;  ger.  to  compose,  to  wnte  (about), 
R.  41;  pretend  to,  counterfeit.  T.  ii. 
1522;  cause  (it),  T.  ii.  959;  Makestow, 
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a  /r.  J.  B  371 ;  Maketh,  pr,  s.  causes,  A 
3035 ;  Maken,  pr.  pi.  make,  utter,  A  9 ; 
Maked, /A  s,  made.  A  526;  Makeden, 
ft,  pi,  T.  iv.  I2Z  ;  Made,//,  s.  subj,  may 
nave  made,  4.  337;  Made  .  .  .  broght, 
caused  to  be  brought,  HF.  155;  Maked, 
/^.  made,  A  1247;  composed,  5.  677; 
Maad,  pp,  made,  A  394 ;  Mad,  pp,  3. 415. 

MakeleeB,  adj.  peerless,  T.  i.  172. 

MakinfiT.  s.  poetry,  composition,  L.  74, 

413.  483- 
Malapert,  adj.  forward.  T.  iii.  87. 

Male  (i).  J.  bag,  wallet,  A  694,  31 15. 

Male  (2),  s.  male,  D  122. 

Maleflce,  s.  evil  contrivance,  I  341. 

Mckl6ncolyk,  adj.  melancholy,  A  1375. 

Malffre,  prep,  in  spite  of,  4.  22a 

Malison,  s,  curse,  I  443 ;  cursing,  I  619. 

Malllable,  adj.  malleable,  sucn  as  can 
be  worked  by  the  hammer,  G  1130. 

Malt,  pt.  s.  melted,  HF.  022. 

Mckltaient,  s.  ill-will,  ill-humour,  resent- 
ment, R.  273,  330. 

Man,  s.  A  167, 209, 323 ;  (used  indefinitely) 
one,  B  43,  D  2002 ;  hero,  B  3331 ;  servant, 
I  772 ;  Mannes,  ^en.  of  mankind,  T.  ii. 
417;  Men,  //.  men,  people.  18.  26;  A 
178 ;  sin^.  {unemphatU  form  ^man),  one 
{with  swg.  verb) ,  A  149, 232,  C  675,  G  393. 

Manace,  ger.  to  threaten,  E  1752. 

Manasinge,  s.  threatening,  A  2035. 

Mandement,  s,  summons,  D  1346. 

Maner,  s.  manor,  place  to  dwell  in,  3. 1004. 

Manere,  s.  manner,  A  858,  D  1229 ;  de- 
portment, A  140;  disposition,  L.  251; 
manner,  way,  ^.  1130 ;  ease  of  behaviour, 
3.  1218;  goodly  courtesy  of  manner,  4. 
394;  0/ manere,  in  his  behaviour,  F  546; 
Maner,  way,  3.  433 ;  manner,  kind,  sort 
(used  without  of  follovoitig) ,  as  in  maner 
doctrine,  B  1689 ;  pi.  kinds,  R.  1406. 

Manhede,  s.  manliness,  A  1285. 

Mannish,  ndj.  manlike,  T.  i.  284;  human, 
B  34^4 ;  unwomanly,  B  782. 

Mannisb,  adv.  like  a  man,  boisterously, 
E  1536. 

Mansioun,  s.  dwelling,  A  1974 ;  (a  term 
in  astrology),  F  50;  mansion  (of  the 
moon),  F  1285;  //.  daily  positions  or 
'  stations '  of  the  moon,  F  iZ3a  A  man- 
sion of  a  planet  is  the  sign  (or  signs)  of 
the  zodiac  in  which  the  planet  was 
thought  to  be  peculiarly  at  home.  A 
mansion  of  the  moon  refers  to  its  posi- 
tion day  by  da^  in  the  sky. 

Mansuete.  adj.  courteous,  T.  v.  194. 

Meuisuetude,  s.  meekness,  I  654. 

Mantelet,  s.  short  mantle,  A  3163. 


Manye,  j.  mania,  A  1374. 

Mappemounde,  map  of  the  workl,  ix  2. 

Mapul,  s.  maple-tree,  A  2923. 

Max ble-8toon,  s.  piece  of  marbk.  R. 
1462. 

Marohal,  s.  marshal,  E  193a 

Marchandyae,  s.  barter,  I  777. 

Marchant,  s.  merchant,  A  27a 

Maroial,  adj.  warlike,  T.  iv.  1669. 

Marcien,  <uij.  devoted  to  Mars.  D  610. 

ICareys,  s.  marsh,  D  970;  Mareys,  //. 
marshes,  B  a.  p  7. 4a. 

Marie,  interj.  marry,  i.  e.  by  St  Mary,  G 
1062. 

Mark  (i) ,  s.  mark,  fixed  spot,  L.  784 ;  aex, 
race,  D  696;  sign,  I  98. 

Mark  (2),  s.  a  piece  of  money,  of  die 
value  of  i3f.  ^.  in  England,  G  zoa6;  pL 
Mark,  C  39a 

Market-beter,  s,  swaggerer  in  a  market^ 
A  ^36. 

Markis,  s.  a  marquis,  E  64 ;  gen.  simg, 
marquis's,  E  994. 

Markisesse,  s.  a  marchioness,  E  283. 

Martyre,  s.  martyrdom,  T.  iv.  818. 

Marts^retb,  pr,  s,  torments,  A  1562. 

Mary,  s.  marrow,  pith,  C  542. 

Mary-bones,  s.pL  marrow-bones,  A  380. 

Mase,  s.  maze,  labyrinth,  L.  aoi4;  be- 
wilderment, T.  V.  468 ;  bewildering  posi- 
don,  B  4283. 

Mased,  adj.  bewildered,  B  526;  stunned 
with  grief;  7.  32a. 

Masedneaee,  s,  amaze,  E  1061. 

Maselyn,  s.  a  bowl  made  of  maplewood, 
B  2042. 

Massedayes,  pi,  massdays,  B  4041. 

Masse-peny,  s,  penny  for  a  mass,  D  1749. 

Mast,  s.  mast,  1.  e.  the  fruit  of  forest- 
trees,  acorns  and  beech-nuts,  9. 7,  37. 

Masty,  adj.  fottened,  sluggish,  HF.  1777^ 
Lit '  fattened  on  mast.' 

Mat,  adj,  dejected,  A  955 ;  exhausted,  T. 
iv.  342;  doiid,  L.  126;  defeated  utterly^ 
B935. 

Mate,  interj,  checkmate  1  3.  660;  eulj. 
exhausted,  7.  176. 

Materes,  pi.  materials  (of  a  solid  char- 
acter) ,  G  779. 

Matrlxnoine,  s.  matrimony,  A  3095,  E 
1573. 

Maugrre,  Maugrree,  in  spite  of;  as  in 
maugre  al  thy  might,  A  1607 ;  mangree 
hir  eyen  two,  A  1796 ;  mangree  thyne  yen, 
D  315 ;  m.  her,  L.  1772:  m.  Phiiistiens,  B 
3238 ;  m.  my  heed,  in  spite  of  all  I  can 
do.  ^.  1 201 ;  m.  thyn  heed,  B  104;  m,  his 
heed,  A  1x69;  m.  her  (hir)  heed,  L.  a3a6. 
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D  887 ;  m,your  tued^  in  spite  of  all  you 

can  do,  B  460a. 
Maumet,  j.  idol,  I  860. 
Maumetrye,  j.  Mahometanism,  idolatry, 

B    236.     Maumet    is   a    corruption    of 

Mahomet  or  Muhammed ;  our  ancestors 

wrongly  held   the    Mahometans  to  be 

idolaters. 
Maunciple,   j.    manciple,   A   544.    An 

officer  who  purchases  victuals   tor  an 

inn  or  college. 
If  avis,  s,  song-thrush,  R.  619. 
If  awe,  X.  maw,  stomach,  B  4)36. 
May,  1.  maiden,  B  851. 
Mayde  child,  girl,  B  1285. 
J^aydenheed,  s,  maidenhood,  virginity, 

D888. 
Mayle,  s.  mail-armour,  T.  v.  1559. 
Mayntene,  v.  maintain,  R.  1144 ;  uphold, 

A  1778. 
Mayster-bunte,  s.  chief  huntsman,  3. 

llaystres,  s,  pL  masters,  B  3.  m  2.  la. 
MajTStrie,  s,  masterly  act;  No  maystrie, 

an  easy  matter,  L.  40a 
Maae,  ^fr.pL  are  in  a  state  of  bewilder- 
ment, E  2387. 
If  eobel,  aaj,  much ;  for  as  meckel^  for  as 

much,  A.  pr.  6. 
Ifede  (i),  X.  mead  (drink),  B  2042.    See 

Meeth. 
Mede,  s,  (a),  mead,  meadow,  A  89. 
If  edeietn,  pr,  s,  mingles,  L.  874. 
If  edellngr,  s.  admixture,  B  i.  p  4.  279. 
Medewe,  1.  meadow,  R.  128.  • 

Mediatours,  s,  pi.  go-betweens,  I  067. 
If edle,  z/.<mingle,  HF.  2102 ;  meddle,  take 

part  in,  G  ii&i;  dye  (miscere),  B  2.  m  5. 

10 ;  Medly,  v,  mingle,  mix,  B  2.  m  5. 7 ; 

imf.pL  meddle,  G  1424. 
Mediae,  adj,  of  a  mixed  colour,  A  328. 
Meed,  5,  reward,  L.  1662 ;  M6de,  meed, 

reward,  A  770;  to  medes,  for  my  meed, 

for  my  reward,  T.  ii.  1201. 
Meel-tyd,  s,  meal-time.  T.  ii.  1556. 
Meeth,  s,  mead,  A  3261,  3378 ;  Meth,  A 

«79. 
Mecrre,  adj,  thin,  R.  218.  311. 

Meinee ;  see  Meynee. 

Make,  z  pr.  s.  humble,  B  2874. 

Meke,  adv.  meekly,  7.  267. 

Melanoolious  (accented  m61anc6Iious), 

adf.  melancholy,  HF.  3a 
Meli&ncol^e,  s.  melancholy.  3.  23. 
Mele,  s.  meal  (of  flour),  A  3995. 
Melle,  s,  mill.  A  3923, 4242. 
Melte,  V.  melt.  T.  iv.  367;   Malt,//,  s. 

HF.  922;  MoWe,  pp.  HF.  1145, 1149. 


Memorial,  adj.  which  serves  to  record 
events,  7. 18. 

Mem6rte,  s.  memory,  G  339;  remem- 
brance, A  31 12,  B  3164. 

Men,  //.  o/Msia ;  also  a  weakened  form  of 
Man,  in  the  sense  of  'one,'  or  'some 
one';  used  with  a  singular  verb.  See 
Mem. 

Mendinants,  //.  mendicant  friars,  D 
1907, 1912. 

Mene,  adj.  middle,  B  3.  m  9.  28;  mene 
whyle,  mean  while,  G  1962;  of  middle 
size,  T.  V.  806;  Mene,  adj.  pi.  inter- 
mediate, 7.  986. 

Mene,    s.  means,  way,   zi.  36;    middle 

course,  T.  i.  689;  instrument,  £  Z67Z; 

mediator,  i.  zsk;  go-between,  T.iii.  254; 

intermediary,  I  990 ;  the  mean,  L.  Z65 ; 

fl.  means,  instruments,  D  Z484. 

Menellohe,  adj.  moderate,  B  z.  p  6.  zzz. 

Menen,^!^.  to  say,  HF.  ZZ04;  to  signify, 
B  3941 ;  \pr.  s.  intend,  A  793 ;  Menestow, 
meanest  thou,  G  309;  Mente.  z  //.  s. 
meant,  intended,  B  4614 ;  purposed,  z8. 
50;  declared,  7. 160;  Ment,>^.  intended, 

5-  158. 

Mene-whyle,  mean  time,  D  Z445. 

MeninfiT,  s,  intent.  F  Z51. 

Mezilvere,  s.  miniver,  a  fine  fur,  R.  327. 

Menstralcies,  pi.  minstrelsies,  HF.  12Z7. 

Mente,  pt.  t.  ofMcnen. 

Mentea,  pi.  plants  of  mint,  R.  73Z. 

Mercenarie,  s.  hireling,  A  5x4. 

Merclable,  adj.  merciml,  B  Z878.  30Z3. 

Mercy,  /.  1. 7 ;  (have)  mercy,  z.  36 ;  grawU 

r*  mercy,  much  thanks,  za  29. 

Mere,  s.  mare,  A  541 ;  Mare,  A  4055. 

Meridian,  adj.  at  the  moment  of  south- 
ing, southern.  A.  pr.  93. 

Meridle,  s.  midday,  A.  ii.  44. 48. 

Meridlozial,  adj.  southern,  F  263. 

Merier,  adj.  pleasanter,  sweeter,  B  2024, 

Meritorie,  adj.  meritorious,  I  83Z. 
Merk,  s.  image,  F  88a 
Merken,  v.  brand,  B  i.  p  4.  Z39. 
Merllon,  s.  merlin,  small  hawk.  5.  339. 
Merznaydezis,  sirens,  R.  680. 682. 
Mersshy,  adj.  marshy,  D  Z7Z0. 
MervelUe,  s.  marvel,  B  2736. 
Merveillous,  adj.  marvellous,  B  Z643. 
Mery,  adj.  merry,  gay,  R.  580;  pleasant, 

A  2^,  757;  pleasant  to  hear,  B  1x86; 

Menemen,  followers,  B  2029. 
Mes ;  at  good  mes,  at  a  fiivourable  distance, 

so  as  to  have  a  fair  shot,  R.  Z453.    O.  F. 

mes, 
Meschaunoe,  s.  misfortune,  A  2009 ;  evil 
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occurrence,  T.  i.  92;  a  miserable  con- 
dition, B  3904;  unfortunate  conduct,  C 
80;  ill  luck.  B  4633;  ill  luck  (to  him), 
B  896;    with  m.,  with    a   mischief,  H 

I93« 
Mescblef ,  1.  misfortune,  A  493,  B  351^ ; 

trouble,  mishap.  A  2551 ;  tribulation.  H 

76. 
Mesel.  s,  leper,  1  634.    O.  F.  mtstl, 

Meselrie,  s,  leprosy,  I  625. 

Mess&ffe,  s,  (i).  message,  T.  iii.  401; 

errand,  B  1087;  (2)  messenger,  B  144, 

333. 
MessafiTOi^f  s,  messenger.  A  1491. 
Messafferye,  j.  a  sending  of  messages 

(personified),  5.  228. 
Measanfirer,  s.  messenger,  HF.  1568. 
Mesee,  s.  mass,  B  1^13. 
Mesauaire»  s,  dweiling-house,  A  3979. 
Meste,  pL  most,  L  e.  highest  ra  rank, 

greatest,  £  Z31 ;  a/  the  m.,  at  most,  T.  v. 

947- 
Mester,  s.  service,  office,  occupation,  A 

1340.    O.  F.  mester;  Lat  ministerium. 

Mesurable,  a^f.  moderate,  A  435 ;  modest, 
I  936. 

Mesurably,  adv,  moderately,  B  2795. 

Meaure,  s.  moderation,  3.  881 ;  measure, 
£  256 ;  plan,  5.  305 ;  bym,,  not  too  much, 
q.  872;  moderately,  R.  543;  ever  m., 
immeasurably,  5.  300;  out  of  m.,  im- 
moderately, B  2607 ;  withoute  m,,  beyond 
measure,  3. 632. 

MesurinflTy  s*  measure,  R.  1349. 

Met,  s.  measure  of  capacity,  I  790. 

Metamorpbo8eo8,^/».  s.  fthe  book)  of 
Metamorphosis;  it  should  oe  pL  Afeta- 
morphoseon:  B  93. 

Mete,  adj,  meet,  befitting,  3.  3x6;  fit,  L. 
1043 ;  pi.  meet,  A  2991. 

Mete,  1.  equal,  3.  486. 

Mete,  1.  meat,  food,  A  136, 1900;  meat, 
L.  IZ08;  repastf  T.  ii.  1462;  eating,  A 
127. 

Mete,  V.  meet,  L.  146;  find,  5.  698;  to 
meet  together,  B  1873;  ^^^c'^>  ^<  ■'• 
meets  {mem  being  smgular  «  one) ,  A 
1524 :  Mette,  pt,  pi,  met,  £  390 ;  Metten, 
PLpL  HF.  227:  wel  met,  D  1443. 

Mete,  v.  dream,  T.  iii.  1559,  iv.  1396,  v.  249 ; 
Met,  pr,  s,  5. 104,  105 ;  Mette,  x  pt,  s,  5. 
95 ;  Me  mette,  i  //.  1.  reft,  I  dreamt,  R. 
26;  pt,  s.  impers,  3.  276;  Met,^.  B  4445. 

Mete,  I  pr,  s,  {l\  measure,  A.  h.  41.  8. 

Meteiy,  adJ,  well-proportioned,  R.  823. 

Meth,  s.  mead  (drink),  A  2279. 

Metlxigr  (i)»  J-  meeting,  L.  784. 

Metlngr  (2),  X.  dream,  3.  283. 


Meve,  V.  move,  stir.  T.  i.  472;  to  him 
meved,  urged  against  him,  L.  34^ 

Mewe,  J.  mew,  1.  e.  coop  wherein  fowls 
were  fettened,  A  349;  properly,  a  coop 
for  hawks  when  moulting,  F  643; 
hiding-place,  T.  iii.  602. 

Mewet,  adJ,  mute,  T.  v.  194. 

Mexcu8e,/&r  Me  excuse,  excuse  myself, 
16.36. 

Meynee,  s,  household,  B  1238 ;  company, 
R.  1305;  followers,  suite,  retinue,  re- 
tainers, household-servants,  R.  6x5,  634 ; 
household,  menials,  A 1258 ;  army,  troop, 
B  3532;  assembly,  HF.  933;  Meinee, 
retinue,  I  437;  troop.  A  438x7  Meiny, 
crew,  L.  290X.  O.  F.  meisnee,  maismee, 
household. 

Meyntenaunce,  s,  demeanour,  3.  834. 

Mloliel,  ad;,  much,  A.  ii.  23. 3a 

Mid,  a^,  middle,  3. 66a 

Middel,  x.  waist,  R.  1032. 

Midel,  adj,  neither  tall  nor  short,  7. 79. 

Mikel,  adj.  great,  7. 99;  much,  L.  XX75. 

Mile-wey ,  x.  a  space  of  5°,  which  answers 
to  twenty  minutes  of  ume,  the  average 
time  for  walking  a  mile;  hence  toe 
term,  A.  i.  7.  ix. 

Milkaop,  X.  a  piece  of  bread  sopped  in 
milk;  hence,  a  weak,  effeminate  man, 
B3ioa 

MUne-atones,  pi,  mill-stones,  T.  ii.  X384. 

Minde,  x.  remembrance,  T.  ii.  602; 
memory,  B  527 ;  in  m.,  in  remembrance, 
F  109,  607. 

Mixii8tx*e8, //.  officers,  B  4233. 

Mlniatx^tn,  pr,  x.  administers,  governs, 
B  3.  m  6.  3. 

Mlzine,  imp.  s,  remember,  mention,  i6k  48. 

MlnatralcyB,  x.  minstrelsy,  £  X718; 
musical  instrument,  H  XX3;  sound  of 
music,  F  268. 

Mintiii8re,/r^x.//.  intending,  B  i.  m  2.  ^ 

MlrAcle,  X.  wonder,  A  2675;  legend,  B 
188 1 ;  pleyes  of  m.,  miracle-plays.  D  558. 

Mirour,  x.  mirror.  R.  567, 1585. 

Mlrre,  x.  myrrh,  A  3938. 

Mirtbe,  x.  pleasure,  amusement,  R.  6ox ; 
Mirthe.  Sir  Mirth  (personified),  R.  733. 

Mlx^helea,  adj.  sad.  5.  592. 

Mia,  adj.  wrong,  amiss,  T.  iv.  1348 ;  bad, 
HF.  1975 ;  blameworthy.  G  999. 

Mia,  X.  wrong,  evil.  L.  266  a. 

Mia,  adv.  amiss,  wrongly.  T.  i.  934. 

Mia,  I  pr,  X.  lack,  have  not.  6. 47. 

Miaacounted,  pp.  miscounted,  T.  ▼. 
xx8s. 

Mlaauziter,  x.  misadventure,  mislbrtane, 
T.  766. 
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Misaventure,  j.  misadventure,  mishap, 

B  6x6 ;  mischief,  R.  423. 
Mi8avy8e,/r.//.  reft,  act  unadvisedly,  D 

330- 
Miabileve,  s,  suspicion,  G  1213. 

Misbileved,  infidels,  1. 146. 

Mlaboden,  pp,  offered  (to  do  you)  evil, 

insulted,  A  909. 
Misbom,  pp,  misbehaved,   B  3067  (lit. 

'borne  amiss'). 
Miscarle,  v.  go  amiss,  A  513. 
Mlschaunce,  j.  ill  luck.  K.  1548;  mis- 
chance, R.  2^1 ;  misfortune,  L.  1826;  to 

mischauHce,  1.  e.  to  the  devil,  T.  ii.  232, 

^*  359  •  ^^w  ^M  bow  the  mischief,  T.  iv. 

1362. 
Mischeef ,  s,  misfortune,  L.  1278 ;  danger, 

A.  58 ;  harm,  R.  253. 
Misoonoeyvetli,  pr,  s,  misunderstands, 

£2410. 
Miscountingr,  s,  fraudulent  reckoning,  R. 

196. 
Mlsdemetb,  (r,  s,  misjudges,  E  2410. 
Mlsdepartetn,  pr,  s,  parts  or  divides 

amiss,  B  107. 
Mlsdootb,  pr,  s.  ill-treats,  B  3112. 
MlsdrawlngrdB,  s.  pi.  way  of  drawing 

aside,  B  3.  p  12.  107. 
Mlsericorde,  s.  (there  is)  mercy,  pity,  T. 

iii.  1 177;  pity,  B  2608. 
Misdrle,  s,  misery,  B  ^167. 
Mlsese,  s.   trouble,  I   806;    discomfort, 

I  177 ;  (L  injuries.  B  i.  p  4. 73. 
Misesed,  pp,  vexed,  I  806. 
Mlsfllle,//.  J.  subj,  it  went  amiss  (with), 

A  2388. 
Misforyaf ,  //.  s,  misgave,  T.  iv.  1426. 
MlBg'OOll,  pp,  gone  astray,  I  80. 
Misfirovemaunce,  s.  misconduct,  B  3902. 
Mlsgryody  PP'  misconducted,  B  3723. 
Miabap,  s,  ill  luck,  B  3435. 
Mlabapx>e,  v,  meet  with  misfortune,  B 

2886 ;  pr,  s,  subj,  (it)  may  happen  ill  for, 

A  1646. 
Mlabappy,  adj,  unhappy,  B  2758. 
Ml8knowizifire»  x.  ignorance,  B  3.  m  zi.  «7. 
^lalay,  //.  s,  lay  in  an  uncomfortable 

position,  A  3647. 
Mlsledden,  pt,pl,  misconducted,  T.  iv.  48. 
Misledingres,  //.  misguiding  ways,  B  3. 

p8.  2. 
Mielyketb,  pr,  s,  displeases,  L.  1393. 
Misly  ved,  pp,  of  ill  life,  treacherous,  T. 

iv.  330. 
Mlsznetre,  pr,  s.  subj,  scan  amiss,  T.  v. 

1796. 
Mls-aat,  //.  s,  was  not  where  it  should 

be,  3.  941 ;  misbecame,  R.  X194. 


Misse,  V,  fail,  D  1416 ;  draw  to  an  end,  5. 

40;  pt,  s,  was  wanting  (to),  T.  iii.  445;, 

hp,  missing,  T.  iii.  537. 
Mis-set,  pp,  misplaced,  3. 121a 
Mlssey  e,  \pr,  s,  speak  amiss,  7. 317 ;  pr,  s, 

slanders,  I  379;  missayd  or  do^  said  or 

done  wrong,  3.  528. 
MlBspeke,  i  pr,  s,  subj,  speak  wrongly,  A 

3139- 
Mistaketb,  2  pr,  pL  transgress,  trespass^ 

R.  1540. 

Mister,  s,  trade,  handicraft,  occupation,. 
A  613;  need,  R.  1426;  Mester,  occupa- 
tion, A  1340 ;  what  m,  men^  men  of  what 
occupation,  what  sort  of  men,  A  17101.. 
See  Mester. 

Mlsterye,  s,  ministry,  profession,  I  895. 
From  Lat.  ministerium, 

Mlstibede,  x.  mystery,  4.  224. 

Mls-tometb,  pr,  pi.  turn  aside,  B  3. 

MlBtyde,  v,  be  unlucky,  B  2886. 
Mlswanderinge,    adj,   straying    (Lat 

deuius)^  B  3.  p  2.  27. 
Miswent,  pp,  gone  amiss,  T.  i.  633. 
Mis-weyes,  s,  pi,  by-paths,  B  3.  m  11.  3. 
Miteyn,  s,  mitten,  glove,  C  372. 
Mizen.  X.  dunghill,  I  911. 
Mo  (mod),  adj,  more,  A.  pr.  27 ;  more  (in 

number),  A  576,  &19-,  besides,  L.  917; 

others,  E  2113 ;  another,  E 1039 ;  Tothers) 

besides,  E  ^3;   many  others  besides, 

D  663 ;  tymes  mo,  at  other  times,  £  449 ; 

othere  mo,  others  besides,  G  looi ;  na  mo, 

no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Mo,  adv,  more,  any  longer,  D  864 ;  neifer 

the  mo,  never  mo,  never,  D  691, 1099. 
Mocbel,  adj,  great,  L.  1966 ;  much,  G  611. 
Mocbel,  adv,  much,  B  3959. 
Mocbel,  X.  size,  3. 454,  861. 
Moder,  x.  mother,  B  376;  the  thickest 

plate  forming  the  principal  part  of  the 

astrolabe  (Lat.  mater  or  rotula),  A.  i.  3. 

i;    Modres,  ^en.  B  1783;    Modres,  //. 

C93. 
Moeble,  adj,  moveable,  A.  i.  31.  8a 

Moeble,   x.   moveable   goods,   personal 

property,  T.  iv.  1380, 1460;  pi.  G  540. 
Moedes,  s,pl,  moods,  strains  (of  music). 

B  3.  p  I.  50. 
Moevable,  adj,  fickle,  B  4.  m  5.  33;  as  s. 

The  firste  m.,  the  *  primum  mobile,'  A.  i. 

17.5a 
Moevabletee,  x.  mobility,  B  4.  p  6. 136. 
Moeve,  ^er.  to  stir  up,  B  3318 ;  v,  move. 

I  133- 
Moevere,  x.  mover,  A  9987. 
Moevingre,  x.  moving,  motion,  A.  pr.  99 ; 
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Firste  moeving,  the  '  primum  mobile/ 
A.  i.  17.  45. 

If  oiste,  pi.  supple,  A  457. 

Moiste,  adj,  as  s.  moisture,  R.  1564. 

Mokereres,  s.  pi.  misers,  B  2.  p  5.  z8. 

Mokre,  v.  hoard  up,  T.  iii.  1375. 

Molestie,  s.  trouble,  B  3.  p  9.  105. 

Jlolliflcacioun,  s.  softenmg,  G  854. 

Molte,  pp,  \  see  Melte. 

Moncbe,  v.  munch,  T.  i.  914. 

Mone,  J.  moon,  A  3077;  i.  e.  position  or 
'  quarter '  of  the  moon,  A  403 ;  Mone, 
gen,  B  2070;  Mones,^ifxr.  F  1154. 

loone,  s.  moan,  complaint,  A  1366,  F  990. 

Mone,  V.  rtjl,  to  lament,  T.  i.  98. 

Monstre,  j.  prodigy,  F  1344;  pL  B3303. 

MontaiflTue,  s,  mountain,  B  24. 

Mood,  s,  anger,  A  1760 ;  thought,  C  ia6. 

Moon,  s.  moan,  lamentation,  complaint, 
L.  1169, 1799. 

Moome,  i  pr,  s.  mourn,  A  3704. 

Moomingro,  J-.  mourning,  plaint,  A  3706. 

Moot,  J.  pi.  notes  on  a  horn,  3.  376. 

Moot,  ipr.  s,  must,  shall,  B  1853;  pr.  s. 
must,  ought  to,  A  232 ;  is  to  (go),  B  294; 
Mot,  I  pr.  s.  may,  4.  267;  must,  have 
to,  B  227 ;  Most,  2  pr.  s.  B  104 ;  Mot, 
pr.  s.  must,  has  to,  L.  388,  1945 ;  Mote, 
apr.  pi.  may,  T.  ii.  402;  Moten,  must, 
L.  343 ;  Mote  {or  Moot), pr.  s.  subj.  may, 
HF.  103;  L.  843;  is  sure  to,  L.  1632; 
Moot  {or  Mote)  I  goon,  may  I  still  go, 
may  I  still  retain  the  power  to  walk, 
F  777;  So  moot  {or  mote)  I  thee,  as 
I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  thrive,  C 
309;  As  ever  mote  I,  A  832;  Foule 
moot  thee  falle,  ill  may  it  befall  thee, 
H  40 ;  Moot  {or  Mote)  thou,  mayst  thou, 
6  1626 ;  Moste,  i  pt.  s.  must  (go) ,  B  282 ; 
Moste,  pi.  s.  must,  4.  250;  had  to,  B 
886;  ought  to  (be),  F  38;  was  made  to, 
B  3700;  Mosten,  pi.  pi.  should,  L.  99; 
Moste,  pt.  s.  subj.  might,  L.  1573;  m 
moste,  we  must  resolve  to,  G  946. 

Moral,  adj.  excellent  in  character,  T.  iv. 
1672. 

Moralitee,  s.  moral  tale,  I  38;  moral 
writing,  I  1088. 

Mordre,  s.  murder,  R.  1136;  m,  wol  out, 
B4242. 

Mordre,  ger.  to  murder,  kill,  L.  1536. 

Mordrer,  j.  murderer,  5.  353, 612. 

Mordringr,  s.  murdering,  A  2001. 

More,  adj.  greater,  B  2396,  E  1231 ;  larger, 
HF.  500;  More  and  lesse,  all  alike, 
every  one,  B  959 ;  More  and  more,  HF. 
532;  with-outen  more,  without  further 
trouble,  T.  iv.  133. 


More,  adv.  more,  A  219;  in  a  greater 
degree,  B  3745. 

More,  s.  root,  'i'.  v.  25.    A.  S.  moru. 

Monnckl,  s,  sore,  gangrene,  A  386. 

Mome,  s.  mominff ;  mome  milx,  morning- 
milk,  A  358,  3236. 

Morsel,  s.  morsel,  bit,  A  128;  m.  dreed, 
morsel  of  bread,  B  3^4. 

Morter,  s.  mortar,  9. 15 ;  a  metal  bowl  for 
holding  wax,  with  a  wick  for  burning, 
T.  iv.  1245, 

Mortlfy^e,  V.  kill;  used  of  producing 
change  by  chemical  action,  G  143 1; 
pp.  deadened,  I  233. 

Mortreuz,  //.  thickened  soups  or  pot- 
tages, A  384.  (Also  spelt  mortretoes; 
thtis  X  is  for  s.) 

Morwen,  s.  morning,  morrow,  T.  ii.  1555 ; 
Morwe,  L.  49,  108 ;  fore  part  of  a  day, 
T.  iv.  Z308;  by  the  morwe,  early  in  the 
morning,  A  334. 

Morweninfird,  s.  morning,  A  1062 ;  dawn- 
ing. 4.  26. 

Morwe-aonfiTf  s.  morning-song,  A  63a 

Morwe-tyde,  s.  morning-hour,  E  2235; 
in  the  m.,  in  the  morning.  B  4206. 

Mosel,  s.  muzzle,  A  215 1. 

Most,  2  //.  J.  oughtest  (to),  8.  3;  Moste, 
pt.  s.  must,  ought  (to),  A  3088;  must 
(go),  HF.  187;  had  to  go,  T.  v.  5;  was 
obliged  to,  T.  iii.  540;  must,  might,  E 
2102;  //.  s.  subj.  might.  L.  1594;  Niosten. 
pt.  pi.  must,  might,  T.  ii.  1507;  could, 
HF.  2094. 

Moste,  adj.  sup.  greatest,  F  199;  chief, 
D  104 1 ;  chiefest,  F  361. 

Mote  (z),  J.  atom,  T.  iii.  1603;  Motes,//, 
specks  of  dust,  D  868. 

Mote  (2),  s.  motion  (Lat  motms),  A.  ii.  44. 
22.  The  '  mene  mote '  or  meau  moticn 
is  the  average  motion  of  a  planet  dur- 
ing a  given  period. 

Motre.^(^.  to  mutter,  T.  ii.  541. 

Mottelee,  s.  motley  array,  A  271. 

Motthes,  s.  pi.  moths,  B  2187. 

Mot3ff,  s.  motive;  hence  idea,  notion,  B 
628.  E  1491. 

Moulen,  v.  grow  mouldy,  B  32;  pp.  A 
3870. 

Mountance,  s,  amount,  value,  quantity, 
A  1570;  amount  (of  time),  L.  307 ;  length, 
T.  ii.  1707 ;  value,  H  255. 

Mourdaunt,  s.  chape,  or  metal  tag,  at 
the  end  of  a  girdle,  R.  1094.  (Not  '  the 
tongue  of  a  buckle.') 

Moustre,  s.  pattern,  3.  912. 

Moveresse,  s.  a  fomentress  of  quarrels, 
R.  149. 
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Mo  we.  J.  grimace,  T.  iv.  7 ;  //.  HF.  1806. 

Mo  wen,  V,  be  able;  mowen  shewen,  be- 
come evident,  B5.  p4. 163;  Mowen, ^/r. 
to  have  power,  T.  li.  1594 ;  May,  i  pr,  s. 
may,  B  89 ;  can,  B  231 ;  Maystow,  may- 
est  thou,  A  1918 ;  Nfowe,  i  pr.  pL  can, 
B  2939;  may,  HF.  1735;  Mowen,  a /r. 
//.  can,  19.  25 ;  Mowe,  2  pr,  pL  may,  I* 
92;  can,  3.  55a;  Mowen,  pr,  pi,  are 
able  to,  D  1722;  Mowe,  pr,  pi,  may, 
can,  A  2990 ;  Mowe,  11  pr,  s,  subj.  mayest, 
G  460;  Mighte,  ft,  s.  might.  A  169,  &c.; 
X  p/.  s.  subj,  coula,  £  638. 

Mowlngre,  s,  ability,  B  4.  p  4.  32. 

Mowled,  pp,  decayed.  A  387a 

Moysoun,  s.  crop,  growth.  R.  1677.  O.  F. 
moison  ;  Lat.  ace.  mensionem, 

Moyate,  adj,  fresh,  new,  B  1954.  C  315. 

Moysty,  adj.  new  (applied  to  ale),  H  60. 

Muable,  adj,  changeable,  T.  iii.  822. 

Muchel,  mj,  much,  great.  A  2352;  a 
great  deal  of,  F  349;  in  so  m.,  in  so 
much,  B  2S44;  many.  G  673. 

Muchel,  adv.  greatly,  A  258;  much,  F 
1129. 

Afulier  est  homimis  con/usio,  woman  is 
man's  confusion,  B  4354. 

Mullok,  s,  a  heap  of  refuse,  A  3873 ;  con- 
fused heap  of  materials.  G  938.  940. 

MultiplicaciouQ,  s,  multiplying,  i.  e. 
the  art  of  alchemy.  G  849. 

Multiplye,  V.  to  make  gold  and  silver  by 
the  arts  of  alchemy,  G  669. 

Murmuracion,  s.  murmuring,  I  499. 

Murmuringre,  s.  murmur,  A  2432. 

Murbhe,  s,  mirth,  joy,  E  1123. 

Murye,  adj,  merry.  A  1386. 

Muscle,  s.  mussel,  D  2100. 

Muse,  s.  muse,  poetic  facult^jr,  16.  38. 

Muse,  j^er.  to  consider,  T.  iii.  563;  pr.  s, 
f^azes  into.  R.  1592 ;  pp,  gazedf,  R.  1645. 

Musice,  Music,  B  2.  p  i.  49. 

Mussfke,  music,  5.  62 ;  Musik,  B  4483. 

Muwe,  s,  mew,  pen  (for  hawks),  ca^, 
T.  i.  381;  in  muwe,  cooped  up,  T.  iv. 
496. 

Muwe,  V.  change,  T.  ii.  1258. 

Myle.  s,  mile,  HF.  1038;  jyve  m,,  fire 
miles.  G  555. 

Mynde,  s.  aai,  mind,  recollection.  3. 15 ; 
ace,  reason,  2.  34;  3.  511;  have  mitiae 
upon,  remember,  19.  26. 

Myne,  v.  undermine,  T.  iii.  767. 

Mynour,  s,  one  who  mines,  A  2465. 

Mjrrle,  adj.  merry,  A  1499. 

Myrie,  adv,  merrily,  A  3575. 

Myrier,  adv.  comp,  memer,  R.  876. 

Mys,  pi,  mice.  B  a.  p  6.  37. 


Myte  (i),  s,  mite,  thing  of  no  value,  A 

1558. 
Myte  (2),  mite,  insect;  pi,  D  56a 

N. 

N\  for  ne,  not ;   as  in  nachtveth  for  ne 

acheveth,  and  the  like. 
Na,  no  (Northern).  A  4175. 
Na  mo,  i.  e.  no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Nacbeveth,  for  ne  acheveth,  achieves 

not,  T.  V.  784. 
Nadde,//.  s.  {for  ne  hadde),  had  not,  R. 

457- 
Naddre,  s,  adder.  £  1786. 

Nadir,  s,  the  point  of  the  ecliptic  exactly 

opposite   to   that  in  which  the  sun  is 

situate.  A.  ii.  6.  i ;  see  1.  za. 
Nadstow,  2  pt.  s.  haddest  thou  not.  didst 

thou  not,  A  4088. 
Naille,  imp,  s.  3  /.  let  it  nail,  let  it  fasten. 

£1184. 
Naltetb,  pr,  s,  refuses.  B  i.  m  i.  25. 
Nake,  ^pr,pl.  make  naked,  B  4.  m  7.  70; 

Naked. //.  as  adj.  naked,  A  1956,  I  105 ; 

bare,   HF.   133;    destitute,  void,  weak, 

G  486 ;  simple,  plain.  A.  pr.  30. 
Nakers,  pi.  kettle-drums,  A  251 1.    From 

the  Arabic. 
Nckle;   aite  nale,  at  the  ale,  at  the  ale- 
house, D  1349. 
Nam,  {for  ne  am),  i  pr.  s.  am  not,  A 

1X22.  D  2710;  nam  but  deed,  am  only  a 

dead  man,  3.  204. 
Nam,  pt,  s.  took,  G  1297. 
Name,  s.  good  name,  reputation,  L.  1812 ; 

title,  B  3.  p  6.  36. 
Namely,  adv,  especi^ly,  A  1268,  3709. 
Namo,  {for  na  mo),  no  more  in  number. 

A  xoi.  544;   none  other,  no  one  else, 
^  D  957. 

Namore,  adv,  no  more,  A  98. 
Napoplexye,  for  Ne   apoplexye,   nor 

apoplexy,  B  403X. 
Nappetb,  pr,  s,  naps,  slumbers,  nods, 

H9. 
Naxette ;  see  Arette. 
Nart,  {for  ne  art),  art  not,  G  499. 
Narwe,  adj.  small,  B  4012 ;  pi,  A  625 ; 

close,  closely  drawn.  D  1803. 
Narwe,  a<fo.  narrowUr,  closely.  A  3234; 

tightly.  L.  600;  carefully,  E  1988. 
Nas,  {for  ne  was),  was  not,  A  351,  388 ; 

/  nas  but,  I  was  simply,  a.  ax. 
Naaaayetb,  for  ne   assayeth,  attempts 

not,  T.  V.  784. 
Nat,    adv.    not,    A    74;    Nat   but,  only, 

merely,  L.  1899 ;  quite,  I^  3091. 
Nat,  (  for  ne  at),  nor  at,  B  390. 
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Nat  fortby,  adv,  notwithstanding,  B  2165. 
Natal,  adj.  who  presides  over  nativities,  ' 

T.  iii.  150. 
Natb,    (for  ne  hath),  pr,  s,  hath  not,  A 

923- 
Nathelees,  nevertheless,  A  35. 

Nature,  s.  nature.  An;  kind,  race,  5. 
615 ;  seed,  I  577. 

Naturel,  adj.  natural,  A  4x6.  A  'day 
natural '  is  a  period  of  24  hours. 

Naugrbt,  adv.  not,  B  170Z ;  not  so,  G  969. 

Nave,  s.  nave  (of  a  wheel) ,  D  2266. 

Naxe,  {for  ne  axe),  ask  not,  T.  v.  594. 

Nay,  aav.  nay,  no,  G  1339 ;  {opposed  to 
yea) ,  E  355 ;  (answers  a  direct  question) , 
B  740;  surely  not!  3.  1309;  as  s.  nay, 
untruth,  3.  147;  It  is  no  nay,  there  is 
no  denying  it,  B  1956. 

Nayte,  v.  withhold,  deny,  I  1013. 

Ne,  adv.  and  conj.  not;  A  70;  nor,  A  179, 
526 ;  ne  . . .  ne,  neither  . . .  nor,  A  603 ; 
(when  used  with  a  verb,  a  second  neg- 
ative is  often  added). 

Nece,  s.  niece,  B  1290. 

Necesseden,  pt.  pL  compelled,  B  3.  m 
9.  8. 

Neddre,  s.  adder ;  pi.  L.  699. 

Nede,  s.  need,  extremity,  B  Z02,  658, 
2360;  extremity,  difficult  matter,  B 
29x7;  peril,  B  3576;  at  nede^  at  need, 
I.  112;  for  nede,  if  needful,  R.  1123; 
s.  as  adj.  needful,  A  304 ;  //.  matters  of 
business,  B  174,  1266;  necessities,  T.  ii. 
954;  needs,  G  178;  /br  nedes,  for  very 
need,  3. 120X. 

Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  of  necessity,  R. 

X441.  1473. 

Nede,  v.  be  necessary.  B  871;  Nedeth, 
pr.  s.  (it)  is  necessary,  (it)  needs,  A  462 ; 
wAat  If.,  what  is  the  need  of,  A  849; 
NededA,  p/.  s.  impers.  (there)  needed,  A 
4020,  4161;  us  neded,  we  should  ne«d, 
T.  iv.  1344. 

Nedely,  adv,  of  necessity,  necessarily, 

„B4435. 

Nedes,  adv.  needs,  necessarily,  of  neces- 
sity, L.  X298. 

Neaes-cost,  adv.  of  necessity,  A  1477, 
1^.  2697. 

Needly,  adv.  necessarily,  B  3.  p  9.  87. 
See  Nedely. 

Neen,  no  (Northern),  A  4185,  4187. 

Neer,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  A  839.  968 ;  neer 
and  neer,  A  4304 ;  as  pos.  adv.  near,  A 
'439 '.  f""  ^  neer,  far  or  near,  T.  i.  451. 

Neet,  pi.  neat,  cattle,  A  597. 

Negrardye,  s.  niggardliness,  10. 53. 

Negrben,  v.  draw  nigh,  L.  318. 


Neigrli,  adj.  near,  nigh,  B  2558. 
Neifirh,  adv.  nearly,  T.  i.  6a 
Neigrbebour,  s.  neighbour.  A  535. 
Nelgrben,  v.  draw  near,  T.  ii.  1555. 
Neitber  notber,  (in)  neither  the  one 

nor  the  other,  B  5.  m  3.  53. 
Nekke-boon,  s.  neck-bone.  B 1839 ;  neck, 

D  906 ;  nape  of  the  neck,  B  669. 
Nel,  ipr.  s.  will  not,  T.  ii.  726. 
Nempnen,  v.  name,  B  507. 
Nenvye,  /or  ne  envye,  unp.  s.  enry  not, 

T.  v.  1789. 
Ner,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  3.  888 ;  T.  i.  448 ; 

Nere,  3.  38;  ner  and  ner,  B  1710;  Ner 

the  les,  nevertheless,  4.  13a 
Nercotikes,  pi.  narcotics,  A  1472. 
Nere  {/or  ne  were),  2  pt.  s.  wast  not,  4. 

112;  pt.  fl.  were  not,  A  875,  D  1944; 

ipt.  s.  suhj.  should  not  (I)  be,  T.  ii  409 ; 

Nere,  pt.  s.  subj.  would  not  be,  should 

not  be,  A  1x29;  were  not,  B  3984;  were 

it  not,  B  132;   were  it  not  (for),  x.  24, 

180. 
Nere,  adv.  nearer,  R.  1454. 
Nerf,  J.  nerve,  i.  e.  sinew,  T.  ii.  642. 
Neeoapest  {/or  Ne  escapest),  escapest 

not,  L.  2643. 
Nest,  s.  D  169Z ;  wikked  nest,  i.  e.  mau  mi, 

or    Mauny     (referring    to    Sir    Oliver 

Mauny),  B  3573;  pL  HF.  15 16. 
Net-berdes,  m.  neat-herd's.  B  2746. 
Netber,  adj.  lower,  A  3852. 
Netberest,  adj'.  sttperl.  lowest,  i.  e.  outer- 
most, A.  i.  18. 7. 
Nevene,  v.  name,  G  82X ;  herd  kir  name 

If.,  heard    (him)    name  her   name,  T. 

i.  876;  pr.  pi,  subj.  may  mention,   G 

1473- 
Never,  adv.  never,  A  70:   «.  dide  hit, 

never  did  aught  that  was  not,  4.  397; 

IT.  the  neer,  none  the  nearer,  G  721. 
Neveradel,  adv.  not  a  bit,  C  670. 
Never-mo,    adv.   never   oftencr,   never 

(with  two  exceptions),  A.  ii. 31. 5 ;  never, 

3-  "as- 
Nevew,  s,  nephew,  L.  1442;  grandson, 

L.  2659. 
Newe,  adv.  newly,  freshly,  afresh,  A  365, 

428 ;  o/newe,  new,  fresh,  T.  ii.  ao;  Newe 

and  newe,  again  and  again,  T.  iii.  116; 

continually,  C  929. 
Newed,  pt.  s.  had  something  fresh  in  it, 

3.  906 ;  pp.  renewed,  B  3036. 
Newefangrel,  adj.  fond  of  novdty,  F  618, 

H193. 

New-ranffelnesse,  s.  fondness  for  nov- 
elty. L.  154 ;  F  610. 

Newe-tbougrbt,  s.  Inconstancy,  R.  983. 
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Nezte,  adj,  sup.  nearest,  A  14x3 ;  easiest, 

T.  i.697. 
Ney,  adj,  nigh.  A.  ii.  3.  78. 
Nig-ard,  tuLj,  niggardly,  R.  1172. 
Nigrard,  s,  miser,  niggard,  B  4105. 
Nigraz*dye,  s,  miserliness,  B  1363. 
Nigrhte,  ger,  to  grow  dark,  become  night, 

T.  V.  515. 
Nierbter-tale,  s. ;  by  ».,  in  the  night-time, 

A  97.    This  expression  seems  to  have 

resulted    from  a   confusion  of   Icel.  a 

natiar-peii,  in  the  dead  of  night,  with 

Icel.  nattar-tal^  a  tale    or   number   of 

nights. 
Nlfirnt-8pel,  j.    night-spell,   night-incan- 
tation, A  3480. 
Nifirromeuiciens,    s.  pi,   necromancers, 

I  603. 
Nil,  I  pr.  s,  will  not,  3.  92.  1125;  will  ^I) 

not,  shall  (1)  not  T.  v.  40,  43.  44;  desire 

not,  dislike.  E  646;  Nille,  i  pr.  s,  will 

not,  G  1463;  Nil,/r.  s.  will  not,  B  972; 

will  not  (have),  3.  586;  will  (she)  not, 

X.  1 140;  Nilt,  2  ^r.  J.  wilt  not,T.  ii.  X024; 

Niltow,  thou  wilt  not,  T.  i.  792. 
Nillinfire»  s.  refusing,  B  5.  p  2.  23. 
Nlli,y&r  Ne  in.  nor  in,  E  1511,  F  35. 
Nla,  for  ne  is,  is  not,  2.  77 ;  Ther  nis  no 

more  but,  all  that  remains  is    that,  L. 

847. 
Niste,   I  pt.  s,  knew  not,  F  502;  //.  j. 

knew  not,  A  3414, 4225. 
Noble,  s,  a  gold  coin,  A  3256;  pi.  HF. 

1315.     (Worth  dr.  Sd.) 
Nobfedest,  pt.  s.  2  p.  ennobledest,  didst 

ennoble,  G  4a    A  translation  of  Dante's 

Hobilitasti. 
Noblesse,  s.  nobleness,  R.  780;  noble 

cheer,  T.  v.  439;  nobility,  D  1167;  (title 

of  respect^,  B  2956;    magnificence,   B 

3438;    high  honour,  B  3208;    nobility, 

rank,    R.    1034;    worthy  behaviour,    B 

185.  248. 
Nobley,  s,  nobility,  dignity,  splendour, 

HF.    1416;   noble   rank,   T.    iv.    1670; 

assembly  of  nobles,  G  449 ;  state.  F  77. 
Nof  {/or  Ne  of),  nor  of,  D  571,  66a 
Noernt,  adv.  not,  A  107;  by  no  means, 

in  no  respect,  A  1226;  Noght  but  for, 

onlv  because,  D  645. 
Nogrnt,  s.  nothing,  C   542;    N.   worth, 

worth  nothing,  H  200. 
Noisen,  apr.pl,  cry  aloud,  B  3.  m  6.  10. 
Nokked,  pp.  notched,  R.  942. 
Nolde,  I  pt.  s.  would  not,  did  not  want, 

^.90;   (I)  should  not  desire,  G  1334; 

Noldest,  2  //.   s.  wouldst  not,  3.  482; 

Noldestow,  if  thou  wouldst  not,  T.  iii. 


X264;   Nolde,  //.  s.  would  not,  i.  31; 

would  not  (have),  A  1024. 
Noznbre,    s,  number,  A  7x6;    amount,. 

sum,  A.  ii.  24. 5. 
Nombred,  pp.  counted  in,  T.  iii.  X269. 
Nomen,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  514 ;  put,  R.  408 ; 

Nome,  pp.  L.  822,  10x8,  X777.     Pp.  of 

nimen. 
Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  for  the 

occasion,  for  this  occasion,  A  379,  523, 

545i  ^9  '•  ^^  ^hc  spui^  ^^  ^^  moment, 

T.  i.  561 ;  for  the  time,  T.  ii.  138X ;  With 

the  nones,  on  the  condition,  HF.  2099, 

L    X540.    Originally  fctr  then  ones,  for 

the  once ;  where  (Aen  is  the  dat.  of  the 

def.  article  (A.  S.  t!am). 
Noxine,  s.  nun.  A  118;  Nonnes  Freest, 

Nun's  Priest,  B  4637. 
Nonnerye,  s,  nunnery,  A  3946. 
Noon,  none,  no.  A  3x8,  449 ;  or  noon,  or 

not,  or  no,  D  2069. 
Noot,  ipr.  s.  know  not,  L.  2660;  Not,  L. 

X93 ;  Nost,  knowest  not,  3. 1137 ;  Nostow, 

thou  knowest  not,  HF.  xoxo;  NootfPr.s. 

knows  not,  C  284;  Not,  4.  2x4.    A.  S. 

ndt. 
Norlce,  s.  nurse,  B  4305. 
Norice,  v.  nourish,  foment,  B  2204;  pp. 

brought  up,  £  399. 
Norissingr}  s.  nutriment,  A  437 ;  growth, 

A  3017;    Norishinge,    bringing    up,    £ 

X040;  //.    refections,     B    4.    p    6.    38; 

sustenance,  B  i.  p  6.  93  (JL^t./omitem). 
Noriture,  s.  nourishment,  T.  iv.  768. 
Nortelrye,  s.  education,  A  3967. 
Nox*thren,  northern,  A  X987. 
Norture,  s.  instruction,  good  manners, 

R.  179. 
Nory,  s.   pupil    (lit  foster-child),  B  3. 

p  XX.  233;  Norry,  B  i.  p  3. 14. 
Nose-tmrles,  pi.  nostrils,  A  557, 1  209. 
NoBklnneB,/&r  Noneskinnes,  of  no  kind, 

HF.  X794.    From  nones,  gen.  of  noon,_ 

none ;  and  JUnnes,  gen.  of  kin. 
Nost,  Nostow,  Not ;  see  Noot. 
Not  but,  only,  4.  X2i :  T.  iii.  X636. 
Nota,  i.  e.  observe,  A.  ii.  26.  33. 
Notabilitee,  s.  notable  foct,  B  4399. 
Not&ble,  adj.  notorious,  remarkable,  B 

1875. 
Notaries,  s,pl.  scribes.  I  797. 

Note,  J.  ( x) ,  note  (in  music) ,  A  235.  B  X737 ; 

musical  note,  peal,  HF.  1720;  tune.  5. 

677;  iy  ».,  according  to  musical  notes, 

by  note,  R.  669 ;  in  concord,  all  at  once, 

T.  iv.  585. 
Note,  s.  (2).  employment,  business,  task„ 

job,  A  4068.    A.  S.  notu. 
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Noteful,  adj,  useful,  A.  pr.  lao. 
Notemuflre,  s.  nutmeg,  B  1953. 
Notes,  s.f/.  nuts.  R.  136a 
Not-heed,  s,  crop-head,  a  head  with  hair 

cropped  short,  A  109. 
Nother,  neither, 7. 253;  neither  (of  them), 

L.  IQ2. 

NothmfiT,  adv,  in  no  respect,  in  no  degree, 
not  at  all,  A  2505;  /or  m.,  by  no  means, 
D  izai. 

Notlflcaoions,  f/,  hints,  B  5.  m  3.  93. 

Notlfle,  pr,  pL  mdicate,  I  430;  pp,  pro- 
claimed, B  2^6. 

Nouobls,  1.//.  jewelled  ornaments,  jewels 
(properly,  setting  for  jewels),  clasps, 
HF.  Z350;  Nowcnes,  £  38a.    E.  ouck. 

Nought,  adv,  not,  T.  ii.  575. 673 ;  not  at 
all,  3.  3;  B2a62. 

Noumbre,  j.  number,  3. 44a 

Noumbre,  v.  number,  3. 439 ;  //.  counted 
in,  T.  iii.  1269. 

Noun-certeyn,  s,  uncertainty,  18. 46 ;  T. 

i.  337. 
Noun-power,  s.  impotence,  B  3.  p  5. 22. 
Nouthe,  now,  T.  i.  985:  as  nouthe,  at 

present,  A  462. 
Novelrye,  s,  novelty,  T.  ii.  756. 
Now,  {uiv,  now,  A  715 ;  ftr  now,  for  the 

present,  7.  343 ;  now  and  now,  from  time 

to  time,  occasionally,  F  430. 
Nowcbes;  seeNoucbls. 
N07OU8,  ad/,  troublesome,  HF.  574.  Short 

for  anoyotu, 
Ny,  ad/,  near,  B  2562  ;  Nye,  de/.  the  one 

who  IS  near,  A  3392. 
Ny,  adv,  nigh,  nearly,  B  2735;  as  ny  as, 

as  close  to,  A  568 ;  tveJ  ivy,  almost,  A 

1330. 
Ny,/r<^.ni£h.B5sa 
Nyoe,  adj,  foolish,  B  37x2, 4505 ;  ignorant, 

R.  1257;  foolish,  weak,  B  1083,  G  493; 

ludicrous,  A  3855 ;  scrupulous,  A  398. 
Nycely,  adv,  foolishly.  T.  v.  1x^2. 
Nycetee,  s.  folly,  G  463;  simplicity,  A 

4046;    foolish   behaviour,   pleasure,   D 

412;  scrupulousness,  T.  ii.  1288. 
Nye;  seeNy. 
Nsrfles,  p/,  mockeries,  pretences,  D  1760. 

Lit. '  sniffings ' ;  O.  F.  nijUr,  to  snift 

O. 

O  (dd) ,  one,  A  304, 363 :  a  single,  B  5.  p  6. 
158;  one  and  the  same,  T.  ii.  37;  one 
continuous  and  uniform,  HF.  xioa  See 
Oon. 

Obelaant,  adj.  obedient.  E  66. 1  264. 

Obelsaunoe,  s.  obedience,  E  24,  502; 


obedient  act,  E  230;  obedient  fieirewell, 

L.  2479;  in  your  0.,  in  obedience  to  you. 

2.  84 ;  unfo  her  <?.,  in  obedience  to  her, 

L.  587 ;  Obeisaunces.  pi,  acts  of  dutiful 

attention.  I^  X49 ;  observances,  L.  1268. 
ObeiBliiflr,  adj,  yielding,  L.  1266. 
Obleote,  adj,  presented,  B  5.  p  ^.  5. 
Obllsracioun.j.bond,  15.2;  Obhgaciouns, 

fl,  sureties,  B  30x8. 
Obligre,  V. ;  o,  to  you,  lajr  an  obligation  on 

vou  (to  make  me),  T.  iv.  14x4. 
ODB^QUies,  pi,  foneral  rites,  A  993. 
Observaunoe,  J.  respect,  A 1045 ;  homage. 

7.  2x8 ;  observance,  L.  1608 ;  ceremony. 

T.  ii.  112;  heed,  I  7^7;  //.  customary 

attentions,  F  956 ;  duties.  L.  X50. 
Observe,  v,  favour,  B  1821 ;  pr,  s,  takes 

heed,  I  303. 
Occaedoun,  s,  cause,  L.  994. 
Occident,  s,  west.  B  297. 
Occidentale,  adj,  western.  A.  i.  5. 9. 
Occupye,  v,  take  up,  F  64 ;  fr,  s,  follows 

close  upon,  T.  iv.  836;  dwells  in,  B424; 

imp.  s.  hold  to,  B  4.  p  y,  103. 
OctOflraoiyei  s,  marry mg  eight  times,  D 

33- 
Ot,prgp,  of,  A  2,  &c;  by,  R.  1260;  con- 
cerning, about,  F  X179;  during,  B  510; 
for,  13. 19;  off,  from,  3.  964;  on  account 
of,  B  2208 ;  as  to,  as  regards,  in  respect 
of,  F  425;  as  to,  3.  966;  upon,  5.  555; 
over.  B  2947;  with,  A  2055;  some,  A 
146;  of  a  purpos,  on  purpose,  deliber- 
ately, a  2273 ;  ofalmv  Ii/  in  ail  my  life. 
5.  484;  of  grace ,  by  his  favour,  out  of 
his  favour,  E  178;  fulJUd  of,  filled  with. 

Or,  adv,  off,  away,  5.  494 ;  (come)  off,  T. 
iv.  1106;  off,  A  2676;  com  of  be  quick, 
have  done,  A  3728. 

Offensioun,  damage,  A  2416. 

Offertorle,  s,  offertory,  A  710. 

Office,  s,  office,  employment  of  a  secular 
character,  A  292 ;  employment,  B  3446 ; 
duty.  5.  236;  property,  D  1144;  place  olf 
office,  D  1577;  with  0..  by  tne  use  of 
(Lat.  ojficio),  B  I.  p  I.  3;  houses  of  o,, 
sprvants'  offices,  E  264. 

Of-newe,  adv,  newly,  again,  R.  1613: 
lately,  E  938. 

Of-sbowre,  v,  repel  (lit  shove  off).  A 
391a. 

Oz-taken,  pp,  taken  away,  B  1855. 

Ofte,  adj,  pi,  many;  One  sythes.  often- 
times. A  48<;  One  tyme,  often,  A  5a; 
Tymes  ofte,  £226. 

Ofter,  adv,  comp,  oftener,  E  215. 

Of  tbat,  conj\  because.  L.  8x5. 
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Of-thowed, //.  thawed  away,  HF.  X143. 

OfiTbt,  s.  augnt,  anything,  F  1469;  any- 
thing of  value,  G  1333 ;  as  adv,  ought, 
at  an,  B  X792. 

OfiTllte;  see  Owen. 

Oke,  Okes ;  see  Ook. 

Olifaunts,  s.pl.  elephants,  B  3.  p  8.  99. 

Oliveres,  s,pl.  olive-trees,  R.  1314 ;  olive- 
yards,  B  3226. 

Olyve,  s.  olive-tree,  5. 18  z. 

Omeliea,  s,  pi,  homilies,  I  1088. 

On,  prep,  on,  A  la ;  in,  F  921 ;  at,  T.  iii. 
33;  or.  T.  iii.  18;  as  regards,  E  1424; 
against.  T.  ii.  865;  towards,  4.  998; 
binding  on.  xo.  43;  hir  on,  upon  her,  3. 
12x7 ;  on  €V€,  in  the  evening,  E  12x4;  on 
teste,  at  rest,  F  379. 

On,  one ;  see  Oon. 

Onde,  s,  envy,  R.  x^.    A.  S.  anda, 

Oneden,  //.  pi.  united,  I  X93 ;  pp.  united, 
complete,  D  1968. 

Ones,  adv.  once,  B  588 ;  united  in  design, 
C  696 ;  at  ones,  at  once,  A  765. 

On-lofte,  adv,  aloft,  up  in  the  air.  in  the 
skv,  5.  203,  683 ;  above  ground,  E  229. 

On-Iy  ve,  adv.  alive,  F  93*    Lit. '  in  life.' 

Oo.  one ;  see  Oon. 

Ook,  s,  oak,  A  1702;  Oke,  dat,  3.  447; 
{collectively) ,  oaks,  R.  1384. 

Oon,  one,  R.  624;  always  the  same,  the 
same,  one  and  the  same,  B  3142 ;  united, 
agreed,  T.  ii.  X740;  alone,  unwedded,  D  I 
66 ;  the  same,  i.  e.  of  small  consequence,  | 
3.  1295;  the  same  thing,  alike,  F  537;  ; 
oon  t/u  faireste,  one  of  the  foirest,  E 
212;  in  oon,  in  the  same  state,  un- 
changeably; ever  in  oon,  ever  alike, 
always  in  the  same  manner,  E  6o2\ 
continually,  D  209;  oon  and  oon,  one  by 
one,  A  679;  afier  oon,  equally  good,  A 
34 z ;  that  oon,  one  thing,  T.  iv.  X453 ; 
the  one,  C  666 ;  many  oon,  many  a  one, 
A  317.  E  775 ;  felle  at  oon,  came  to  one 
agreement,  T.  "iii.  565 ;  many  on,  many 
a  one,  D  680 ;  everUh  on,  every  one,  B 
1164 ;  Oo,  one,  G  207 ;  a  single,  R.  1236 ; 
one  and  the  same,  3.  1293. 

Ooned,  pp.  united,  B  4.  p  6.  81. 

Open-era,  s.  fruit  of  the  medlar,  A  3871. 

Open-heeded,  with  head  uncovered,  D 

645- 
Opie,  s.  opium,  A  1472 ;  Opies,//.  opiates, 

L.  2^0. 
Opnea,  pp.  opened,  T.  iii.  469. 
Opposen,  v,  oppose;  0.  me,  lay  to  my 

charge.  D  1597. 
Oppresae,  v,  suppress,  xa  60 ;  violate,  F 

141 1 ;  ger.  to  put  down,  G  4. 


Oppreasioun,  s,  oppression,  wrong,  L. 
3593;  tyranny,  xo.  19;  violation,  L. 
1868. 

Or,  conj,  ere,  G  314. 

Or,  prep,  before,  R.  864. 

Or,  conj.  or,  A  91,  &c ;  Or  . . .  or,  either 
...  or,  R.  26X. 

Oratorie,  s.  closet  for  prayers,  A  X905. 

Ordal,  s,  ordeal,  T.  iii.  1046. 

Orde,  dat.  point,  L.  645.  A.  S.  ord.  And 
see  Word. 

Ordenee,  adj.  well-ordered,  B  4.  p  x.  46. 

Orden61y,  adv,  conformably,  in  order, 
B  4.  p  6.  313. 

Ordenour,  s.  ruler,  B  3.  p  12.  X02. 

Oxtleyned,  pp.  provided,  A  2553;  ap- 
pointed, F  X77;  prepared,  G  X277; 
ordered,  I  336;  (=  ordeynee),/*/.  regu- 
lated. T.  i.  892, 

Oxtilnast,  adj,  orderly,  E  X284. 

Ordinatly,  adj.  methodically,  I  1045. 

Ordlnaunce,  s.  arrangement,  A  3012; 
provision,  B  250;  orderly  arrangement. 
A  2567 ;  consideration,  18.  38 ;  order,  B 
2303;   resolve,  B  2258;   command,  xa 

Ordred,  pp,  as  adj.  ordained,  I  782. 

Ox^ure,  s,  filthiness,  I  841;  rubbish,  T. 
V.  385. 

Ore,  s.  grace;  thyn  o.,  (I  pray  for)  thy 
grace,  A  3726.    A.  S.  or. 

Ore,  s.  ore  (of  metal),  D  X064.    A.  S.  or. 

Orea,  s.  pi.  oars,  L.  2308. 

Orfrays,  s.  gold  embroidery,  gold  braid, 
fringe  with  golden  threads,  R.  46a,  869, 
1076.    A.  F.  orfreis,  O.  F.  orfrois. 

Organs,  s.pl. '  organs,'  the  old  equivalent 
of  organ,  G  X34. 

Oreron,  pi.  as  sing,  organ  (Lat.  organa) ,  B 
4041. 

Orient,  s.  east,  A  X494. 

Oriental,  adj.  eastern ;  (hence)  of  supe- 
rior quality,  L.  22X. 

Orisonte,  j.  horizon,  T.  v.  276. 

Orlaoun,  s.  prayer,  A  am. 

Orizon  rectum,  or  right  noriton,  A.  ii.  26. 
35.  This  means  the  horizon  of  any 
place  situate  on  the  equator,  which 
could  be  represented  by  a  straight  line 
UDon  a  disc  of  the  astrolabe. 

Orlofire,  s.  clock,  5. 350;  B  4044. 

Orphelin,  adj.  orphaned,  B  2.  p  3.  33. 

Orpiinent,  s,  orpiment.  G  7S9i  774.  823. 
*  Orpiment,  trisulphide  of  arsenic ' ; 
Webster. 

Orttscupmm,  \.  e.  horoscope,  A.  ii.  3.  rubric, 

Oaanne,  i.  e.  Hosannah,  B  642. 

Oat,  s.  host,  army,  L.  1906. 
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OatelxnentB,  j.  pi.  furniture,  household 
goods,  B  3.  p  5.  135.  (L.  supeUectilis), 
Cf.  F.  otUil, 

Ostesse,  s.  hostess,  B  4.  m  3.  33. 

Otes,  s.pL  (of)  oats,  D  1963. 

Other,  adj.  second,  R.953, 976;  the  other, 
A  427;  what  o.,  what  else,  T.  i.  799; 
Mo/  o.,  the  other,  F  496;  Other,  pJ. 
others,  R.  1304;  Othere,  //.  other,  A 
794;  others,  HF.  2151;  J^en.  pi.  others', 
HF.  2153;  Otheres,  ^en.  sing,  each 
other's  (lit.  of  the  other),  C  476. 

Other,  conj,  or.  3.  810;  Other  ...  or, 
either  ...  or,  G  1149. 

Other-whyle,  adv.  sometimes,  B  2.  p  i. 
120. 

Ouche,  5.  nouch,  cliisp,  D  743.  See  Nou- 
chis. 

Ougrht,  s.  anything,  3. 459 ;  as  adv.  at  all, 
T.  ii.  268 :  tn  ought  that,  in  as  &r  as.  T. 
iii.  1241. 

Ougrhtestow,  oughtest  thou,  L.  1957. 

Oule,  5.  owl,  D  1081. 

Oules,  pi.  awls;  spiked  irons  for  tor- 
menting men,  D  1730.    A.  S.  awel. 

Ounces,//,  small  portions,  A  677 ;  ounces, 
G  7S6.^ 

Ounded,  pp.  wavy,  T.  Iv.  736. 

Oxindlngfe,  s.  adornment  with  waved 
lines,  I  417. 

Oundy,  adj.  wavy,  HF.  1386.    F.  ondi. 

Out,  adv.  out,  A  45,  &c. :  used  for  come 
out,  HF.  2139;  go  out,  T.  iv.  210;  fully, 
T.  iii.  417 ;  mordre  toil  out,  murder  will 
out,  B  1766 ;  Out  and  out,  entirely,  T.  ii. 

^739- 

Out,  mter/.  alas!  A  3825;  Outl  harrow  1 

B4570. 
Out  of,  prep,  without,  C  157 ;  out  of,  A 

Out-breke,  v.  break  out,  break  silence, 

3.  13. 

Out-breate,  v.  burst  out,  T.  iv.  237. 
Out-brlng>e,  v.  utter,  L.  1835. 
Outcast,  pp.  cast  out,  T.  v.  615. 
Out-oausrhte,  //.  j.  drew  out,  B  1861. 
Out-drawe,  pp.  drawn  out,  T.  iv.  1226. 
Oute,  adv.  away,  T.  v.  553;   out,  i.  e. 

uttered,  D  977. 
Outen,  V.  put  out,  utter,  exhibit.  G  834; 

utter.  E  2438 ;  Oute,  i  pr.  s.  utter,  ofeir, 

D  521.    A.  S.  SHan. 
Outereste,  ad/,  superl.  uttermost,   fiir- 

thest.  B  3.  m  6. 17. 
Outerly,  adv.  utterly,  entirely,  E  335. 
Outfleylngre,  s.  flying  out,  HF.  1523. 
Oul^hees,  s.  outcry,  hue  and  cry,  alarm, 

A  3013. 


Outher,  conJ.  either,  R.  350. 
Outherwhyle,  adv.  sometimes,  B  3733, 

2857. 
Outlandish,  adj.  foreign,  9.  33. 

Outragre,  s.  excess  {luxu)^  B  3.  m  5.  $; 

cruelty,  injustice,  A  3013. 
Outracreous,  adj.  excessive,  B  3180;  im- 
moderate, I  743;   violent,  rampant,  R. 

Z74 ;  excessively  bold,  R.  1357. 
Outrafireously,  adv.  excessively,  A  3998. 
Outrance,  s.  great  hurt,  excessive  injury, 

Q±.  36. 
Ouiraye,  v.  lose  temper,  E  643.    O.  F. 

ouireer,  to  surpass. 
Outrely,  adj.  utterly.  B44Z9;  entirely,  B 

3943.  3073 :  decidedly,  B  3310. 
Out-rinfire,  v.  ring  out,  T.  iii.  1337. 
Out-rood,  //.  s.  rode  out,  T.  v.  604. 
Out-rydere,  s.  rider  abroad,  A  166.   The 

name  of  a  monk  who  rode  to  inspect 

granges.  &c. 
Out-sprlngre,  v.  come  to  light,  T.  i.  745 ; 

Out-sprong, /»/.  s.  spread  abroad.  Cm. 
Out-sterte. //.//.  started  out,  B  4337. 
Out-8trauffnte,  pt.  s.  stretched  out,  R. 

Out-taken,  pp.  excepted,  B  377. 
Out-twyne,  s  pr.  pL  twist  out,  utter,  la. 

II. 
Out-wende,  v.  proceed.  HF.  1645. 
Over,  prep,  above,  R.  1475;   beyond,  D 

i66z;  besides,  F  137;  Over  hir  might, 

to  excess,  C  468. 
Over,  adj,  upper,  A  133 ;  Overest,  n^erU 

uppermost,  A  390. 
Over-al,  adv.  everywhere,  A  316,  349, 

Z307 ;  in  all  directions,  T.  i.  938 ;  on  all 

sides,  D  364;   in  evenr  way.  E  3139; 

throughout,  £  1048;    Over  al  and  al, 

beyond  every  other,  3. 1003. 
Over-blowe,/^.  past,  L.  1387. 
Overcaate,  v,  overcast,  sadden,  A  1536. 
Overcomer,  s.  conqueror,  B  i.  m  3. 15. 
Overdoon,  pp.  carried  to  excess.  G  645. 
Over-grilt,  mJ.  worked  over  with  gold, 

R.873. 
Over-groon,  v.  pass  away,  T.  i.  846;  over- 
spread, B  3.  p  7. 43. 
Overkerveth,  pr.  s.  cuts  across,  crosses, 

A.  i.  31. 90. 
Overlad,  pp.  put  upon,  B  3101.    Lit.  led 

over. 
Overlade,  v,  overload,  L.  631. 
Overligrht,  adj.  too  feeble,  B  4.  m  3.  34. 
Over-loked,  pp.  perused,  3.  333. 
Overly eth,  pr.  s.  lies  upon,  1  575. 
Over-paeeeth,  pr,  s,  surpasses,  B  5.  p  6. 

117. 
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O  ver-raiigrlite,  pi,  j.  reached  over,  henct, 
urged  on,  T.  v.  1018. 

O ver-shake,  fp,  shaken  off.  5.  68z. 

Overshote,  pp.  \  had  overshote  hem,  had 
over-run  the  scent,  3.  383. 

Over-8klpte,  i  pt,  s.  skipped  over, 
omitted,  3.  laoS. 

Overslopi>e,  s,  upper-g^arment,  G  633. 
Cf.  Icel.  x/lrsloppr,  an  upper  garment. 
See  Sloppes. 

Oversprede,  v.  spread  over,  cover,  E 
1799;  Over-sprat,  pr,  s,  over-spreadeth, 
T.  ii.  767 ;  Overspradde,  //.  s.  covered, 
A  3871. 

Oversprlngre,  pr.  s,  subj.  overpass,  F 
1060. 

Overtake,  v,  overtake,  attain  to,  G  68a; 
Overtook,  z  pU  s.  caught  up,  3.  360. 

©▼erte.  adj.  open,  HF.  718. 

Over  thro  we,  v.  be  overturned,  be  ruined, 
HF.  1640. 

Over-throwlnsro,  ad/,  overwhelming,  B 
I.  m  a.  a;  headlong  (Lat.  praecipUi), 
B  a.  m  7. 1  -,  headstrong  (J-At.  praectpitl) , 
B  z.  m  6.  35 ;  revolving,  0  3.  m  za.  43. 

Overthrowiiiero,  s.  foiling  down,  B  3755 ; 
pL  destruction  (I^t  rumis),B  2.  m  4.  Z7. 

Overthwart,  adv.  across,  A  Z99Z',  op- 
posite, T.  iii.  685 ;  askance,  R.  392. 

Overtyzneliolie,  adv,  untimely,  B  z.  m 
I.  z8. 

Over-whelvetb,  pr,  j.  overturns,  turns 
over,  agitates,  B  a.  m  3.  Z7. 

Owen,  V,  owe,  own,  possess;  Oweth, 
pr,  s.  owns,  possesses,  C  36Z;  Oweth, 
pr.  s.  reji.  it  is  incumbent  (on  him), 
L.  360  a ;  Oghte,  i  pt.  s.  ought,  4.  2z6 ; 
Oughtestow,  a  //.  1.  oughtest  thou,  T. 
V.  545 ;  L.  1957 ;  Oghte,  pi.  s,  impers,  it 
were  necessary,  B  az88;  him  orhle,  he 
ought,  L.  377:  it  became  him,  B  Z097; 
hir  oghU,  became  her,  E  zzao;  us  oghte, 
it  behoved  us,  we  ought,  z.  ZZ9;  hem 
•ghte,  they  oueht,  G  Z340;  us  oghie 
^ubj.),  it  should  behove  us,  we  ought, 
£  ZZ50;  Oghte,  //.  s,  owed,  L.  589; 
ought,  A  505 ;  Owed,  pp,  due,  B  4.  p 
5.  18. 

Owene,  adj.  def.  own,  C  834 :  myn  owene 
toomati,  mdependent,  T.  ii.  750;  his 
ottme  hand,  with  his  own  hand,  A  3604. 

Owh,  inierf.  alas,  B  z.  p  6.  35. 

Owber,  adv.  anywhere,  A  653. 

Oze,  J.  ox,  C  354 ;  Oxes,  gen,  E  307 ;  Oxen, 
pJ.  A  887. 

Oxe-stalle,  s.  ox-stall,  E  398. 

Oyziexnent,  s.  ointment,  unguent,  A  63Z. 

Ojrnona,  //.  onions,  A  634. 


P. 


I,  s.  pace,  step,  L.  384;  gwm  a  paas, 
go  at  a  footpace,  C  866. 
Pace,  V.  pass,  go,  A  z6o3 ;  pass,  T.  i.  37Z ; 
go  away,  zs.  9 ;  pass  away,  A  Z75 ;  sur- 
pass, go  beyond,  T.  iii.  Z373 ;  walk,  T.  v. 
Z79Z;  overstep,  HF.  39a;  come,  HF. 
730 ;  p.  of,  pass  over,  T.  ii.  Z568 ;  of  this 
thing  to  p.,  to  pass  this  over  in  review, 
HF.  339;  to  pace  of  to  pass  from,  B 

3(^5;  I/''*  -'•  ps^^  over  (iO>  SO  oi^i  HF. 

Z35^;  proceed,  go  on,  A  36;  z  pr,  s. 

sudj.  depart,  F  494;  a  pr.  s.  subj.  go, 

D  9ZZ. 
Paillet,  s.  pallet.  T.  iii.  339. 
Paire,  s.  pair,  A  473;  set,  A  Z59;  oi  pi. 

pairs,  5.  238.     {Pair,  in  the   sense  of 

*  set,'  is  applied  to  many  things  of  the 

same  kind  and  size.) 
Palsible,  adj.  peaceable,  9.  z. 
Palasye,  s.  palsy.  R.  Z098. 
Pale,  s.  perpendicular  stripe,  HF.  Z840. 
Palestral,    adj.   athletic,   pertaioiojg  to 

wrestling,  T.  v.  304. 
Paleth,  pr.  s.  renders  pale,  B  a.  m  3.  3. 
Pckleys-,  or  Palels-chaumbres,  pi. 

palace-chambers,  9. 4Z. 
PckleyB-firaa^yny  palace-garden,  T.  ii.  508. 
Paleys-ward,  to,  toward  the  palace,  T. 

ii.  Z353. 
Pckleys-yates,  //.  gates  of  the  palace, 

4.83. 
Paliziflrd,   s.   adorning    with    (heraldic) 

pales,  or  upright  stripes,  I  4Z7. 
Palls,  s.  paUsade,  stockade,  B  z.  p  6.  41 ; 

paling,  rampart,  B  z.  p  3.  86.    O.  F. 

palis.  paleis. 
Palled,  pp.  pale,  languid,  H  55. 
Pan,  s.  brain-pan,  skull,  A  ZZ65. 
Panade,  s.  kmd  of  knife,  A  3939, 3960. 
Panler,  s.  pannier,  E  Z568 ;  //.  baskets 

for  bread,  HF.  Z939. 
Pazine,  s.  pan,  A  3944. 
Peuiter,  s.  bag-net  ft>r  birds,  L.  Z3Z ;  pi. 

nets.  R.  z62Z.    O.  Y.pantiere. 
Papejay,  s.  popinjay,  B  Z5S9,  Z957.  E  233a ; 

applied  in  England  to  the  green  wood- 
pecker {Gecinus  viridis). 
Paper,  s.  account-book,  A  4404. 
Paper-Whyt,  adj.  white    as   paper,   L. 

ZZ98. 
Papinflray,  J.  popinjay,  R.  8z.  See  Pape- 

Par  amour ;  see  Paramour. 

Par  cos,  by  chance,  C  885. 

Par  companye,  for  company,  A  3839,  4Z67. 

Paradys,  s.  paradise,  R.  443. 


So 
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i,  J.  kindred,  birth,  D  250 ;  rank, 

D  ZI30. 

Paraments, //.  mantles,  splendid  cloth- 
ing. A  250X.    See  Parements. 

Paramour,  (for  par  amour),  adv,  for  love, 
B  ap33;  longingly.  B  1933;  with  devo- 
tion, A  X155;  Paramours,  passionately. 
T.  V.  332;  A  2112;  with  excessive 
devotion,  L.  260  a ;  by  wav  of  passionate 
love,  T.  V.  158 ;  /or  p.,  tor  the  sake  of 
passion,  E 1450;  /br/aramours,  for  love's 
sake,  A  3354. 

Paramour,  s,  (i)  concubine,  wench,  D 
454 :  /^'  ^  375^  •  lovers,  paramours,  T. 
ii.  236;  Paramour  (2),  love-making,  A 

437«- 
Paraunter,  perhaps.  L.  362. 

Paraventure,  perad venture,  perhaps,  F 

955- 
Parcel,  x.  part,  F  852;  small  part,  2. 106. 

Parcbemm,  s,  parchment,  B  5.  m  4. 14, 

Pardee,  {¥,par  Dieu),  a  common  oath, 

A  563,  3084 ;  Pardieux,  T.  i.  197. 
Paraoner,  s.  seller   of  indulgences,  A 

543,  C318. 
Pareiraf,  adj.  fiillv  equal.  T.  v.  84a 
Parements,  s,  pL  rich  haneines  or  orna- 
ments, (applied  to  a  chambe^,  L.  1106; 

F  269.    See  Paramenta. 
Parentele,  j.  kinship,  I  908. 
Parfey,  by  my  foith,  in  faith,  HF.  938. 
Parflt,  adj,  perfect,  A  72,  422. 
Parfltiy,  adv.  perfectly,  R.  771;  wholly, 

B  2381. 
Parfoumo,  v.  perform,    B   2402;    Par- 

fourne,  ger.  to   fulfil,    B  3137;  /.  up, 

complete,  D  2261. 
Parfoumlngre,  s.  performance,  I  807. 
Parisshens,//.  parishioners,  A  482. 
Paritorie,  s.  pelUtory,   Parietaria  ojfici- 

naib,  G  581. 
Parlement,  s.  (i)  deliberation,  decision 

due  to  consultation.  A  1306;   (2)  par- 
liament,   T.    iv.    143;    p.    of    Briddes, 

Parliament  of  Birds,  I  1086. 
Parodle,  1.  period,  duration,  T.  v.  1548. 

(A   curious    confusion    of  pardd'u  (so 

pronounced)  \t\^  period,) 
Parsoneres,  s,  pL  partners,  partakers, 

B  <.  p  5.  loi. 
Parton,  v.  share,  T.  i.  589;  ger.  To  p. 

with,  participate    in,  I^    465;    i  pr.  s. 

part,    depart,  T.   i.    5  ;  Parteth,  pr.  s. 

departs,  L.  359 ;   Parted,  pp.  dispersed, 

T.  i.  960;  gone  away,  taken  away,  L. 

izio. 
Parteners,  s.  pi.  partners,  partakers,  I 

968. 


PartinfiT-felawea,  s,  pL  fellow-i>artakers, 
I  637. 

Part-lea,  adj.  without  his  share,  B  4.  p  3. 
44. 

Partricb,  s,  partridge,  A  349. 

Party,  adv,  partly,  A  1053. 

Party e,  1.  portion,  A  3008;  partial  um- 
pire, taker  of  a  side,  A  9657 ;  portion, 
T.  ii.  394. 

Parvys,  s.  church-porch,  A  31a 

Pas,  1.  pace,  B  ^99;  step,  u  2x63;  dis- 
tance, K.  525 ;  toot-pace,  A  825 ;  grade, 
degree.  4.  134;  grade,  I  532  ;^a8sage, 
B  2635 ;  a  pas,  at  a  footpace,  T.  ii.  637, 
V.  60;  F  388:  //.  paces,  yards,  A  1890; 
ikousandpas,  a  mile,  B  z.  p  4.  270. 

Passaero,  1.  period,  R.  406. 

Passant,  prts.  pt.  as  adj.  surpassing,  A 
2107. 

Passen,  g€r»  to  surpass,  exceed,  conquer, 
A  3089;  overcome,  L.  i6a;  outdo,  G 
857 ;  pr.  s,  passes  away,  F  404 ;  Paste. 
pt.  s.  passed,  T.  ii.  658 ;  passed  by,  T. 
"•  398;  Passing,  pres,  pt.  surpassing, 
A  2885;  pp.  past,  spent,  E  610;  sur- 
passed, 7.  82;  passed  by,  5.  81;  over- 
blown, gone  off,  R.  1682. 

Passingr,  adj.  excellent,  F  929;  extreme, 
£  1225. 

Passioun,  s.  suffering,  B  X175;  passion, 
I.  162;  passive  feeling,  impression,  B 
5.  m  4.  52. 

Pastee,  s,  pasty,  A  ^346. 

Patrimoine,  s.  patnmony,  I  790. 

Patroun,  s.  patron,  4.  275;  protector,  7. 
4 ;  pattern,  3.  910. 

Pawmes,//.  palms  (of  the  hand),  T.  iii. 
1 1 14. 

Paz,  s.  the  '  osculatorium,*  or  '  paxbrede,' 
a  disk  of  metal  or  other  substance,  used 
at  Mass  for  the  '  kiss  of  peace,'  I  407. 

Pay,  J.  pleasure,  5.  271 ;  m<rre  to  pay,  so 
as  to  give  more  satisfiiction,  5.  474. 

Pays,  V.  pay,  A  806;  //.  j.  A  539:  pp. 
satisfied,  pleased,  9.  3;  kolde  her  pay d, 
think  herself  satisfied,  3.  969. 

Payen,  adj.  pagan.  A  vvjo. 

Payens,  s.  pi.  pagans,  L.  786. 

Payndemayn,  s.  bread  of  a  peculiar 
whiteness,  B  1915.  Lat  pamis  Dominp- 
cus. 

Payne,  s.  pain;  dide  Ass  payne,  took 
pains,  F.  730. 

Payre,  s.  a  pair,  R.  1386;  Paire,//.  pabs, 
R.  1698. 

Peoe,  J.  piece,  5.  u^\pl.  pieces,  T.  i.  833. 

Peches,  pi,  peaches,  k.  1374. 

Pecok,  s.  peacock,  5. 356. 
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Peeok-arwee,  pL  arrows  with  peacocks* 

feathers,  A  104. 
Pecunial,  adj,  pecuniary,  D  131^ 
Pees,  s,  peace,  A  532,  1447;   in  p.,  in 

silence,  B  228. 
Pees,  peace !  hush !  be  still !  B  836. 
Pekke,  s.  peck  (quarter  of  a  bushel),  A 

40x0. 
Pekke,  imp,  s.  peck,  pick.  B  4157. 
Pel,  s.  peel,  small  castle.  HF.  1310.    O.  F. 

pel;  trom  Lat.  zicicpcilum, 
Pelet,  1.  pellet,  stone  cannon-ball,  HF. 

1643. 
Penaunt,  j.  a  penitent,  one  who  does 

penance,  B  3154. 
Pencel  (i),  ^.  pencil,  brush,  A  2049. 
Penoel  (2) ,  j.  small  banner,  sleeve  worn 

as  a  token,  T.  v.  1043.  Short  for penonceL 
Pdnible,  adj.  painstakine,  B  3490 ;  Penf- 

ble,  careful  to  please,  £  714;   Penyble, 

inured,  D  1846. 
Penitauncer,  j.  confessor  who  assigns  a 

penance,  I  1008. 
Penitence,  s.  penance,  I  loi,  126. 
Penne,  s,  pen,  quill.  L.  2357. 
Penner,  1.  pen-case,  E  1879. 
Penoun,  s,  pennon,  ensign  or  small  flag 

borne  at  the  end  of  a  lance,  A  978. 
Pens;  seePeny. 
Peny,  s,  penny,  R.  451;  money,  A  41 19; 

Penyes,  pi.   pence,  R.   189;    Pens,  pi, 

pence,  C  376. 
Per  cos,  by  chance,  L.  1967. 
Per  consequens,  consequently,  D  2x92. 
Peraventure,  adv.  perhaps,  HF.304;  C 

935* 
Percen,  v.  pierce,  B  2014 ;  pr.  s.  pierces 

with  his  gaze,  5.  331. 
Perche,  s.  perch  (for  birds  to  rest  on). 

A  2204 ;  wooden  bar,  R.  225 ;  a  horizon- 
tal rod,  A.  ii.  23.  44.    VALpertica. 
Percincfe,  s.\  for  percinge  =  to  prevent 

any  piercing,  B  2052. 
Perdurable,    adj.   everlasting,    eternal, 

B  2699;  Perdurables,  o^r'.//.  everlasting, 

I  811. 
Perdurabletee,  s.  immortality,  B  2.  p  7. 

63.  103. 
Pere  s.  peer,  equal,  B  3244,  F  678. 
Peregrryn,  adj.  peregrine,  i.  e.  foreign, 

F428. 
Pere-jonette,  s.  a  kind    of  early-ripe 

pear.  A  3248. 
Peres,  pi.  pears,  R.  1375,  E  2331. 
Perflt,  adj.  complete,  A.  i.  18.  4. 
Perfltly,  adv.  perfectly,  A.  pr.  21. 
Perfoume,  ger,  to  perform,  B  2256 ;  be 

equivalent  to,  A.  ii.  la  x6. 


Peril,  s,  B  2673;  in  p.  in  danger,  4.  zo8; 

tipan  my  /.,  (I  say  it)  at  my  peril,  D 

561. 
Perisse,  v,  perish,- 1  254. 
Perle,  s,  pearl.  L.  221. 
Perled,  pp.  fitted  with  pearl-like  drops, 

A  3251. 
Perr66,   s,   jewellery,    precious    stones, 

gems,  B  3495.  3550. 
Perr^e,  s.  jewellery,  A  2936;  Perrie,  HF. 

1393- 
Pers,    adj,  of   Persian    dye,    light-blue, 

R.  67, 
Pers,  s,  stuff  of  a  sky-blue  colour,  A  439, 

617. 
Persdveraunee,  1.  endurance,  T.  i.  44 ; 

constancy,  3. 1007. 
Persevere,  v.  continue,  D   148;  pr,  s, 

lasts,  C  497. 
PersdvermiTOi  !•  perseverance,  G  117. 
Persly,  s.  parsley,  A  433a 
Persdne,  s,  person,  figure,  T.  ii.  701; 

P6rsoun,  parson.  A  478. 
Pert,  adJ,  forward,  fnsky,  A  3950.    Short 

for  apert, 
Pertlnacie,  s.  pertinaciousness,  I  391. 
Pertinent,  adj.  fitting,  B  2204. 
Pertourbe.^f^r.  to  perturb,  T.  iv.  561. 
PertTirbacioun,  s,  trouble,  B  i.  p  i.  98. 
PertTirbinfire,  s.  perturbation,  D  2254. 
Pervenke,  s.  periwinkle,  R.  903;   Per- 

vinke,  R.  1432. 
Pesen,  pi.  peas.  L.  648. 
Pesible,  adj.  calm,  B  i.  p  5.  3. 
Pestilence,  s,  the  (great)  pestilence.  A 

442.  C  679 ;  curse,  B  4600.  D  1264. 
Peter,  interj,  by  St.  Peter,  6  1404,  G  665. 
Peyne,  s.  pain  of  torture,  A  1133,  T.  i. 

674;    in   the  p,,  under  torture,  T.  iii. 

1502 ;  care.  F  509 ;  toil,  G  1398 ;  penalty, 

B  3041;    endeavour,  R.  765:   penance, 

B  2939 ;  upon  p.,  under  a  penalty.  E  586. 
Peyne,  v,  rejl.  take  pains,  endeavour,  B 

4495;  put  (myself)  to  trouble,  HF.  246; 

Peyne,  i  pr.  s.  reft,  take  pains,  C  330, 

395 :  Pcyned  hir,  pt,  s,  refi,  took  pains, 

A  139,  E  976;  Peyned  hem,//.//,  ref,, 

R.  107. 
Peynte,  v.  paint,  C  12;  colour  highly, 

HF.  246;  smear.  L.  875 ;  do  p.,  cause  to 

be  painted,  3.  259;  pt.  s.  F  560;  Peynted, 

pp.  painted.  L.  1029;  Peynt,  pp.  R.  248. 
Peyntour,  j.  painter,  T.  li.  1041. 
Peynture,  s,  painting.  C  33. 
Peyre,  1.  pair.  A  2121 ;  a  set  (of  similar 

things).  D  1741. 
Peysible,  adi.  tranquil,  B  3.  m  9.  51. 

(L.  tranquUia,) 
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Pasrtrel,  s,  poitiel»  breast-^Hece  of  a 
horse's  harness;    properly,  the  breast- 

rlate  of  a  horse  in  armour,  G  564 ;  //. 
433.    A.  F.  peitrelf  Lat  pectoraU, 

PhltoneBseSf  //.  pythonesses,  witches, 
HF.  ia6i. 

[Physices,  j^en,  of  physics,  or  natural 
philosophy,  B  1x89.  Lat.  fkjfsUes,  gen. 
ol  physice,  natural  philosophy.  (I  pro- 
pose this  reading.)] 

Plch,  s.  pitch,  A  3731, 1  854. 

Pietee,  s.  pit^,  T.  iii.  1033,  v.  1598. 

Pidtous,  adj.  piteous,  sad.  T.  iii.  1444; 
sorrowful,  T  v.  451 ;  merciful,  F  90. 

Plg'Sres-nye  (lit  pig's  eye),  a  dear  little 
thing,  A  3368. 

Pifirhte,^/.  J.  re/l.  pitched,  fell,  A  9689; 
pi,  s.  subj,  should  pierce,  should  stab, 
I.  163  (but  this  is  almost  certainly  an 
error  iox  prighte^  pt.  s.  subj.  oiprikke). 

Piked, ^/.  s,  stole,  L.  2467. 

Pikerei,  s,  a  young  pike  (fish).  E  1419. 

Pllche,  1.  a  warm  nirred  outer  garment, 
90.  4. 

Pile,  ger.  to  pillage,  plunder,  I  769;  v, 
rob,  despoil,  L>  1369. 

Piled,  pp,  deprived  of  hair,  very  thin, 
A  697 ;  bare,  bald  (lit.  peeled),  A  3935. 

Pileer,  s,  pillar,  HF.  1491. 

Pilled,  pp,  robbed,  L.  1969. 

Pilours,  pL  robbers,  pillagers,  A  1007, 

I090. 

PUwe,  s.  pillow,  E.  9004. 
Pilwe-beer,  j.  pillow-case,  A  694. 
Piment,  s,  sweetened  wine,  A  3378. 
Pin,  J.  pin,  small  peg,  F  197,  316 ;  festen- 

ing,  brooch,  A   196;   thin   wire,  A.  ii. 

38.  8 ;  Hangeth  on  a  joly  pin,  is  merry, 

E  1516. 
Pincne,  v.  find  £iult  (with),  pick  a  hole 

(in),  A  396;  Pinchest  at,  apr.s,  blamest, 

10.  57 ;  pp.  closely  pleated,  A  151. 
Piper,  s.  as  adj\  suitable  for    pipes  or 

horns,  5,  178. 
Pissexnyre,  s.  pismire,  ant,  D  1895. 
Pistel,  s.  epistle,  E  1154;  message,  sen- 
tence, D.  X09X. 
Pit,  pp.  put  (Northern),  A  4088. 
Pitaunce,  s.  pittance,  A  994. 
Pitee,  J.  pity,  i.  68;  Pite  were,  it  would 

be  a  pity  (if).  3.  X966. 
Pith,  s.  strength,  R.  401 ;  D  475. 
Pit6u8,  Pftous,  ad/,  compassionate,  A 

143;   merciful,   C  296;    pitiful,  A  95^; 

plaintive,     R.    89,    497;     mournful,    R. 

490;    piteous,    sad,  sorrowful,   A    955; 

pitiable,   B  3673 ;    PitousS,  /em.  full  of 

compassion,  L.  9589. 


Pitoualy,  adv.  piteously,  B  XP59;  pitiably, 
'       B3799;  sadly,  A  11x7. 
PlCMse,   s.  place,   A   693;    manor-house 

(residence  of  a  chief  person  in  a  small 

town  or  village),  B  19x0,  D  X768. 
Placebo^  vespers  of  the  dead,  so  called 

from  the  mitial  word  of  the  antiphon 

to  the  first  psalm  of  the  office  (see  Ps. 

cxiv.  9  in  the  Vulgate  version),  I  617;  a 

song  of  flattery,  D  9075. 
Plafires,  s.  pi,  regions,  B  543 ;  quarters  of 

the  compass,  A.  i.  5.  I9. 
Plain,  adj.;  see  Playxi. 
Plane,  j.  plane-tree,  A  9939. 
Planed,  //.  j.  planed,  made  smooth,  D 

1758. 
Plante,  j.  slip,  cutting,  D  763;  piece  of 

cut  wood,  R.  999. 
Piastres,  s.pl.  plasters,  F  636. 
Plat,  adj.  flat,  certain,  A   X845;    Platte, 

dot,  flat  (side  of  a  sword) .  F  x69, 164. 
Plat,  adv.  flat,  B  X865;  plainly,  B  886; 

fully,  T.  ii.  579. 
Plate,  s.  plate-armour,  9.  49;  stiff  iron 

defence    tor  a    hauberk,  B    9055;    ^^ 

\  sight '  on  the  '  rewle,'  A.  i.  X3.  9. 
Plated,  pp.  covered  with  metal  in  plates, 

HF.  X345. 
Platly,  adv.  flatly,  plainly,  T.  iii.  786,  881. 
Plaunte,  s.  plant,  F  X039. 
Plaunte,  imp.  s.  plant,  T.  i.  964. 
Playen  ine,  v,  reji.  to  amuse  myseU^  R. 

"3. 
Playing,  s.  sport,  R.  1x9. 

Playn,    cuij.  smooth,  even,  R.  860;    in 

short  and  pl.^  in  brief,  plain  terms,  E 

^77 ;  Plain,  flat,  H  999. 
Plasm,  s.  plain.  B  94. 
Plede.  ger.  to  dispute,  B  9559. 
Pledingr.  s.  pleading,  3.  6x5. 
Pledoures,  //.  pleaders,  lawyers,  R.  196. 
Plee,  s.  plea,  5.  485 ;  pi.  suits,  5.  lox. 
Plegrsres,  s.  pi.  pledges,  B  30x8. 
Pleinedest,  9  //.  s.  didst  complain,  B  4. 

p.  4.  x68. 
Pleinte,  .r.  complaint,  lament,  B  66. 
Plen6re,  adj.  plenary,  foil,  L.  1607. 
Plentee,  s.  plenitude,  fulness,  I    xo8o; 

abundance,  K.  X43A. 
Plentevous,  adj.  plentiful,  A  344. 
Plentevously ,  adv.  plenteousiy.  B  9.  p  9. 

86. 
Plesaunce,  s.  pleasure.  C  9x9,  D  408; 

delight,  A  9409 ;  pleasant  thing.  3.  773 : 

pleasure,  will,  A  X571;  kindness,  E  ixxi; 

pleasing  behaviour,  F  509 ;  pleasantness, 

L.  X373 ;  happiness,  L.  XX50;  amusement, 

F  713 ;  will,  delight,  B  X49. 
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Plesaunt,  a^'.  pleasant,  satis£Eu:tory, 
pleasing,  A  138,  233. 

Plesen,  v.  please,  A  610,  F  707. 

PlesinfireB,  adj.pl,  pleasing,  .B  7x1. 

Plesure,  j.  pleasure,  6.  126. 

Pldte,  ger,  to  plead,  bring  a  law-suit,  T. 
ii.  1468. 

Pletinfires,//.  law-suits,  B  3.  p  3. 67. 

Pley,  s.  play,  sport,  A  11 25;  dalliance,  4. 
178 ;  jesting,  I  539 ;  delusion,  3.  648 ; 
pL  games,  T.  v.  304;  plays,  D  558; 
funeral  games,  T.  v.  1490. 

Pleye,  v,  amuse  oneself^  B  3524,  3666; 
gtr,  to  play,  be  playful,  be  amused,  A 
772;  to  amuse  (myself),  B  3996;  to 
amuse  (ourselves),  L.  1495;  P'^X  (o*^ 
an  instrument),  A  236;  i  pr,  s.  jest,  B 
3153 ;  I  /^.  M  play.  B  1423 ;  pr.  pi.  F 
900;  //.  s,  played,  rejoiced,  T.  i.  1013: 
was  in  play.  3.  875 ;  Pleyd,/^.  3.  618. 

PleyiniTOf  s.  amusement,  sport,  A  1061. 

PlesrinfiTO,  adj.  playful,  B  3.  m  2.  27. 

Plesrn  (i),  aaj.  full,  A  2461;  complete, 

A  315.  337- 
Plesni  {2), adj.  plain, clear,  L.  328 ;  honest, 

5.  ^38:    plain,  i.  e.  open,  A  987;  as  s. 

plam  (fiact),  A  1091  ;_^/.  smooth,  5. 180. 
Pleyn  (i),  adv.  full,  T.  v.  1818;  entirely, 

A  3*7. 
Pleyn  (2),  adv.  plainly,  A  790;  openly,  E 
^637. 
Plejrne,  v.  complain,  lament,   B   1067; 

re/l.  6.  50;  V.  to  whinny  (as  a  horse),  7. 

157 :  pi.  upon,  cry  out  against,  L.  2525 ; 

I  pr.  s.  make  complaint,  L.  2512;  pp. 

said  by  way  of  complaint,  L.  326  a, 

PleynlniTf  -f*  complaining,  lamenting,  3. 

599. 
Pleynly,  adv.  plainly,  openly,  (or,  fiiUy), 

A  1733. 
Pleynte,  j.  plaint,  complaint,  3.  47;  PI. 

of  Kynde,  Complaint  of  Nature,  5,  3x6. 
Pllfirhte  (i),  pt.  s.  plucked,  drew,  T.  ii. 

1120:  pulled,  B  15;  pp.  plucked,  torn, 

D  790.    The  infin.  would  be  plicchen, 

variant  oiplukkUn  ox  plukken. 
PUffhte  (2).  I  pr.  s.  plight,  pledge,  F 1537 ; 

pt.  s.  L.  2466 ;  pp.  pledged,  C  702. 
Pioxnet,  s.  plummet,  heavy  weight,  A.  ii. 

23.42. 
Ploxn-rewle,  J.  plummet-rule,  A.  ii.  38.  la 
Ploufirb-hameyB,  s.  harness  for  a  plough, 

i.  e.  parts  of  a  plough,  as  the  share  and 

coulter,  A  3762. 
Ploumes,  s.pl.  plums,  R.  1375. 
Plou&ffen,  ger.  to  plunge,  bathe,  B  3.  p 

2.48. 
Ploungry,  adj'.  stormy,  rainy,  B  i.  m  3.  9. 


Plowman,  s.  ploughman,  E  799. 
Plukke,  v.  pluck,  pull,  T.  iv.  1403. 
Plye,  V.  ply.  mould,  £  1430;  bend,  E  1169. 
^lyght,  pp.  plighted,  T.  iii.  782. 
Plyt,  s.  plight,  T.  ii.  7x2,  1731 ;  condition, 

B  2338;  position,  T.  ii.  74;   Plyte,  dal. 

mishap,    wretched    condition,    5.    394; 

plight,  23.  19 ;  state,  G  952. 
Plyte,  ger.  to  fold,  T.  ii.   1204;  pt.  s. 

turned  backwards  and  forwards,  T.  ii. 

697. 
Poepliah,  popular,  T.  iv.  1677. 
Poesye,  s.  poetry,  T.  v.  1790. 
Poinant,  adj.  poignant.  I  130,  131. 
Point,  Pojrnt,  s.  point,  A  114;  position, 

1  921 ;  in  paint,  on  the  point  of,  about 

to,  B  ^i,  910 ;   at  point,  ready,  T.  iv. 

1638;  in  good  p.,  in  good  case,  A  200; 

fro  p.  to  p.,  from  beginning  to  end,  B 

3l^S^\P>/orp.,  in  every  detail.  E  577. 
Point^evys ;  at  p.,  with  great  neatness, 

exactly,  carefully,  HF.  917;  A  3689,  F 

560. 
Pointel,  s.  style,  i.  e.  stylus,  writing  im- 
plement, B  I.  p  I.  3. 
Poke,  s.  bag,  A  3780, 4378. 
Poked,  //.  s.  incited,  T.  iii.  116;  nudged, 

A  4x69. 
Pokets,  s.pl.  little  bags,  G  808. 
Pokkes,  s.pl.  pocks,  pustules,  C  358. 
Pol  (i),  s.  pole,  long  stick;  Pole,  dot.  L. 

2303. 

Pol  (3) ,  s.  pole  (of  the  heavens) ,  A.  i.  14. 9. 
Polax,  s.  pole-axe,  L.  643. 
Polcst,  s.  polecat,  C  855. 
Policye,  s.  public  business,  C  6co. 
Pollax,  s.  pole-axe,  A  3544. 
Polut,  pp.  polluted.  B  I.  p  4.  381. 
Polyve,  s.  pulley,  F  184. 
Poinel,  s.  round  part,  top,  A  3689. 
Poxnely,  adj'.  marked  with  round  spots 

like  an  apple,  dappled,  A  616 ;  Pomely- 

gris,  dapple-gray,  G  559. 
PomfirarnetteB,  s.  pi.  pom^ranates,  R. 

»  '356. 

Poinpe,  s.  pomp,  A  525. 

Pool,  s.  pole  (of  the  heavens),  A.  i.  18. 20. 

Pope-Holy,  1.  e.  Hypocrisy,  R.  415. 

Popelote,  1.  poppet,  darling.  A  3254. 

Popet,  s,  puppet,  doll;  spoken  ironically, 
and  really  applied  to  a  corpulent  person, 
B  189X. 

Popinjay,  s.  popinjay,  R.  913. 

Popl6r,  s.  poplar-tree,  A  2921;  (collec- 
tively) poplar-trees,  R.  1385. 

Popped,  //.  s.  rejl.  tricked  herself  out, 
R.  1019. 

Popper,  s.  small  dagger,  A  3931. 
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Poraille,  j.  poor  people,  A  347. 

Porche,  s,  rorch,  B  5.  m  4.  x. 

Pore,  adj.  poor,  L.  388. 

Porisme,  s,  corollary,  B  3.  p  xa  x66. 

Porphtirie,  s,  a  slab  of  poiphyry  used  as 

a  mortar,  G  775. 
Port  (i),  s,  port,  carriage,  behaviour,  A 

69 ;  bearing,  mien,  L.  3453. 
Port  (a),  J.  haven,  T.  i.  526,  969. 
Portatlf ,  adj.  portable,  x,  53. 
Porthors,  s.  portesse,  breviary,  B  X331. 

From  porter^  to  carry,  kors,  abroad. 
Portours,  pL  porters,  T.  v.  1139. 
Portreitiire,  s,  drawing,  picture,  R.  827 ; 

set  of  drawings,  A  X968 ;  picturing,  HF. 

Portreye,   v.  pourtrav,  depict,   x.    8x; 

Portrayed,  pp.  painted  in  fresco,  R.  140; 

full  of  pictures,  R.  X077. 
Portresrlnff ,  s,  a  picttire,  A  X938. 
Pose,  s.  a  cold  in  the  head,  A  4153,  H  63. 

A.  S.  ge^ose. 
Pose,  I  pr.  s.  put  the  case,  (will)  suppose, 

A  1 163. 
Posltif,  adj.  positive,  fixed,  A  1167. 
Posltioun,    s,    supposition,    hypothesis, 

B  5.  p  4.  48. 
Possessioxiers,  s.  pi.  men  who  are  en- 
dowed, D  1732. 
Poesessioun,  s.  great  possessions,  wealth, 

F  686 ;  endowments,  D  1936. 
Posseth,  pr.  s.  pusheth,  tosseth,  L.  3430. 
Post,  1.  support,  A  314;  pillar,  A  800. 
Postuxn,  s.  imposthume,  abscess,  B  3.  p  4. 

14. 
Pot&gre,  s.  broth,  B  3633,  C  368. 
Potente,  s.  crutch,  R.  ^8 ;  staff,  D  1776. 
Potestst,  s.  potentate,  D  3017. 
Pothec&rle,  s.  apothecary,  C  853. 
Pouche,  X.  pocket,  A  3931;  p/.  money- 
bags, A  368. 
Poudre,  s.  dust.  HF.  536 ;  powder,  G  760 ; 

gunpowder.  HF.  1644. 
Poudred,  pp.  besprinkled,  R.  X436. 
Poudre-marchatint,  s.  the  name  of  a 

kind  of  spice,  A  381. 
Pounagre,  s.  pannage,  swine's  food,  9.  7. 
Pound,  pi.  pounds,  A  454. 
Poune,  s.  pawn  at  chess,  3.  661. 
Pounsoned,  pp.  as  adj.  stamped,  pierced, 

I  421. 
PounsonlncTd,  s.  punching  of  holes  in 

garments.  I  418. 
Pouped,  pf.  pi.  blew  hard,  puflfed,  B  4589 ; 

pp.  blown,  H  90. 
Poure,  ger.  to  pore,  look  closely,  A  185 ; 

to  pore  over  (it) ,  R.  1640 ;  i  pr,  pi.  (we) 

pore,  gaze  steadily,  G  670. 


Poured,  pp.  poured,  R.  1x48. 

PourinfiTf  '•  pourin|^  (in),  T.  iii.  1460. 

P0U8,  s,  pulse,  T.  ill.  X114. 

Poustee,  s,  power,  B  4.  p  5. 13. 

Povertee,  s.  poverty,  3.  410 ;  Pov^rte,  s. 
poverty,  T.  iv.  1530;  PVSvcrt,  poverty, 
R.  450 ;  Pov6rt,  C  441. 

Povre,  adj.  poor,  R.  466,  A  335. 

Povre,  adj.  as  s,  poor,  kence  poverty,  lOw  a. 

Povre,  aav,  poorly,  E  1043. 

Povreliche,  adj.  poorly,  in  poverty,  E  9x3, 
1055. 

Povrely,  adv.  in  poor  array,  A  X413. 

Povrest,  adj.  st^erl.  poorest,  C  4^,  E  905. 

Poyuaunt,  adj.  pungent,  A  353,  B  4004. 

Poyxit,  s,  sharp  point,  7.  3x1 ;  very  object, 
aim.  A  1501;  point,  bit  (of  it),  part,  R. 
X336;  a  stop,  G  1480;  ^  p.,  on  the 
point,  T.  iv.  1153;  m /.  »,  is  on  the 
point,  is  ready,  i.  48 ;  fro  p.  to  p.,  in 
every  point,  5.  461;  to  the  p.,  to  the 
point,  5.  373;  at  p.  devys,  exact  at  all 
TOints,  R.  830;  to  perfection,  exquisitely, 
R.  X3I5 ;  pi.  tags,  A  3333. 

Poynte,  ger.  to  describe,  T.  iii.  497 ;  fr. 
pi,  stab,  K.  ioc8 :  pp.  i>ointed,  R.  944. 

Poyntel,  s.  style  for  writing,  D  X743. 

PractlBOur,  s.  practitioner,  A  420. 

Praktlke,  s.  practice,  D  187. 

Praye,  s.  prey,  x.  64. 

Prsye,  pr.  pi.  petition,  make  suit,  I  785. 

PrayinfiT,  s.  request,  prayer,  R.  X484. 

Preamble,  s.  D  831. 

Preambulacloun,  s.  preambling,  D  837. 

Precedent,  adj.  preceding,  A.  ii.  33. 4. 

Preche,  v.  preach,  A  481,  7x3;  Prcche- 
stow,  thou  preachest,  D  366. 

Prechour,  s.  preacher,  D  165. 

Preoiousneas,  s.  costiiness.  I  446. 

Predestlnee,  s.  predestination.  T.  iv.  966. 

Predlcaoioun,  s:  preaching,  sermon,  B 
1179. 

Preef,  s,  proof,  assertion,  D  347;  ex- 
perience, L.  538  a\  test,  proof,  G  968; 
the  test,  H  75. 

Prees,  s.  press,  crowd,  B  393,  646;  the 
throng  of  courtiers,  13. 4 ;  press  of  tMttle. 
9.  33 ;  in  p.,  in  the  crowd,  5.  603. 

Preeseeth,  pr.  s.  throngs,  A  3580. 

Prefectes.  gen.  prefect's,  G  369.  Lit.  *  an 
officer  of  the  prefect's  (officers).* 

Preferre,  pr.  s.  subj.  precede,  take  pre- 
cedence of,  D  96. 

Preiernant,  pres.  pt.  plain,  convincing, 
T.  iv.  1179. 

Prelsen,  ger.  to  praise,  (worthy)  of  being 
praised,  R.  70;  v.  appraise,  estimate,  EL 
1 115 ;  prize,  esteem,  R.  1693. 
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Preiseres,  s,pi,  praisers,  B  2367. 

PreiBinge,  s.  honour,  glory,  1  949. 

Prel&t,  s.  prelate,  A  304. 

Premlases,  //.  statements  laid  down, 
B  3.  p  10.  121. 

PrenoBtSk,  s,  prognostic,  prognostication, 
10.54. 

Prento,  1.  print,  D  60^. 

Prenten,  ger,  to  impnnt,  T.  ii«  900. 

Pr^ntls,  s,  apprentice,  A  4365. 

PrentlBhood,  s,  apprenticeship.  A  440a 

Prescience,  s,  foreknowledge,  A  1^13. 

Prese,  ^er,  to  press  forward,  T.  1.  446; 
V,  hasten,  2. 19. 

Presence,  s,  i.  19;  in  pr.,  in  a  large 
assembly,  E  1207. 

Present,  adv,  immediately,  5. 424. 

Presentarie,  adi.  ever-present,  B  5.p  6.78. 

Presented,  pp.  brought,  L.  1297. 

PresentiniTf  '•  offering,  L.  1135. 

Presently,  adv,  at  the  present  moment, 
B  5.  p  6. 123. 

President,  s,  the  one  who  presided  in 
parliament,  T.  iv.  213. 

Presdun,  s,  prison,  T.  iii.  380. 

Press,  J.  throng,  T.  i.  173;  Presse,  dot. 
instrument  exercising  pressure,  A  81; 
mould,  A  263 ;  on  presse,  under  a  press, 
in  a  suppressed  state,  down,  T.  i.  559; 
press,  a  cupboard  with  shelves  (for  linen, 
&c.).  A  3212. 

Prest,  s.  priest,  B  1x66. 

Prest,  adj,  ready,  prepared,  prompt,  5. 
307 ;  pi.  prompt,  T.  iv.  66i. 

Pretende,  v.  attempt  to  reach,  seek 
(after),  T.  iv.  922. 

Preterit,  /.  past  time,  D  5,  p  6.  ^. 

Pretorie,  s.  the  Roman  imperial  body- 
guard, ^e  Pretorian  cohort,  B  i.  p  4.  94. 

Prove,  s,  proof,  B  4173;  experimental 
proof,  A.  li.  23  ruMc;  at  p.,  (when  it 
comes)  to  theproof,  T.  iii.  1002;  at  p., 
in  the  proof,  T.  .iv.  1659 :  armes  preve, 
proof  of  fighting  power,  T.  i.  47a 

Preve,  v.  prove,  C  169;  bide  the  test, 
G  645;  succeed  when  tested,  G  1212; 
Prered,Pp.  proved  to  be  so,  T.  L  239 ; 
tested,  G  1336;  approved,  E  28;  ex- 
emplified, E  826;  shewn,  F  481. 

Prevetee,  s.  secret  place,  recess,  T.  iv* 

XIII. 

Prevey,  adf.  secret,  B  4.  p  3. 122. 
Prevldenoe,  1.  seeing  beforehand,  B  5. 

p  6. 131. 
Prevy,  adj.  privy,  unobserved,  3. 382 ;  not 

confidential,  HF.  285. 
Ppeye,  ^er.  to  beseech,  T.  ii.  1369;  to  ! 

pray.  2.  20;  Preyde,  pt,    s.   a   391;  ! 


Preyeden,  //.  //.  D  895 ;  Preyed,  pp.  E 

_773- 

Preys,  s.  praise,  B  383^. 

Pricasour,  s,  a  hard  rider,  A  189. 

Prifirhte,  //.  s.  pricked,  F  418  {in/erior 
MSS.  Aave  pighte).  No  doubt,  the 
reading  pig'Ate  m  i.  163  should  also  be 
prighu.    See  Priken. 

Priken,  v.  incite,  urge,  T.  iv.  633;  Prik, 
I  pr.  s.  spur,  rouse,  5.  389;  Pnketh,/r. 
1.  excites,  A  11,  1043;  spurs,  D  656; 
pricks,  aches,  D  1594;  Prighte,  //.  s. 
F  418  (see  above)  ;  Ftiked.//.  s.  spurred, 
B  1 064. 

PrikinGr,  s.  hard  riding.  A  191,  2599. 

Prikke,  s.  point,  HF.  907;  sting,  I  468; 
a  small  mark,  a  peg,  A.  ii.  42. 4 ;  a  dot, 
A.  iL  5.  20;  piercing  stroke.  A  2606; 
point,  critical  condition,  B  119. 

Principals,  adj.fl.  cardinal,  A.  ii.  31.  17. 

Principio  itt,  in  tne  beginning  (St  John, 
i.  i).A254. 

Pris,  s.  prize,  A  2241. 

Piivee,  ad;',  secret,  A  3295;  private, 
I  102;  intimate,  R.  600;  closely  atten- 
dant, E  X92;  privee  man,  private  in- 
dividual, B  2.  p  3.  77. 

Privee,  adv.  secretly,  F  531 ;  Privee  and 
apert,  secretly  and  openly,  D  1114;  /r. 
ne  ap.,  neither  secretly  nor  openly,  D 1136. 

Privee,  s.  privy.  C  527,  E  1954. 

Prively,  adv,  secretly,  A  652;  unper- 
ceived,  R.  784. 

Privetee,  s.  privacy.  R.  1294;  secrecy, 
B^8;  secrets,  secret,  D  531,  542,  1637; 
private  af&irs,  A  141 1;  private  apart- 
ment, A  ^334;  privy  parts,  B  3905. 

Privy,  adj.  secret,  L.  1267, 178a 

Proces,  s.  process,  B  2665 ;  proceeding, 
f  1345;  process  of  time,  F  829;  argu- 
ment, B  3.  p  la  62;  matter,  T.  ii.  485; 
L.  1914;  story,  HF.  251;  occurrence  of 
events,  B  3511 ;  dai.  course  (of  time),  3. 

1331- 
Procutour,  used  for  Procurator,  proctor, 

D1596. 
Proeve,  s.  proof,  B  5.  p  4.  83. 
Proeve,  i  pr.  s.  approve,  B  5.  p  3.  28 ; 

pr,  s.  shews.  B  2.  m  i.  17. 
Professioun,  s.  profession  of  religion, 

D  1925;  oath  of  profession  (as  a  monk). 

BI345- 
Proferestow,  dost  thou  offer.  T.  iii.  1461. 

Proft^,  s,  offer,  L.  2079. 

Proheme,  s.  proem,  prologue,  E  43. 

Prolaciouns,  s.pl,  utterances,  B  2.  p  i.  5a 

Prolle,    2  pr,  pf,  prowl   about,   search 

widely,  G  1412. 
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Pronounced,  jM.  announced,  T.  iv.  2x3. 
ProporcionaDleB,  adj.pl,  proportional, 

B  3.  m  9.  ao. 
Proporcioned,  >^.  made  in  proportion, 

F  192. 
ProporclonelB,  s,pl,  proportional  parts, 

F  1278. 
Propre,  adj\  own,  T.  iv.  83 ;  especial,  B 

2175;   peculiar,  D   103;   well-^frown,  A 

2972 :  well-made,  A  3345 ;  comely,  A  4368 ; 
landsome,  C  309;  Propres, //.  own,  B 
I.  m  6.  20;  0/ propre  kinde,  by  their  own 
natural  bent,  r  610. 

Proprely,  adv,  fitly,  A  1549;  literally,  I 
285;  naturally,  D  1191;  appropriately, 
A  729. 

Propretee,  1.  peculiarity,  xo.  69 ;  charac- 
teristic, B  2364;  peculiar  possession,  T. 
iv.  39a. 

Prose,  V.  write  in  prose,  x6. 41. 

Prospectyves,  s,  pL  perspective-glasses, 
lenses,  F  234.  Chaucer  here  makes  the 
usual  distinction  between  reflecting  mir- 
rors and  refracting  lenses. 

Prospre,  adj.  prosperous;  prospre  for- 
tunes, well-being,  B  i.  p  4.  62. 

Protestacioun,  1.  protest,  A  3x37. 

Prove,  V,  test,  A.  ii.  23,  rubric;  Provcth, 
pr.s,  proves,  F455. 

Provdrbed,/;^.  said  in  proverbs,  T.  iii. 

393* 
Provost,  s,  prefect,  B  i.  p  4.  64;  chief 

magistrate,  B  1806. 

Provostrle,  s,  praetorship,  B  3.  p  4. 9a 

Prow,  s,  profit,  advantage,  B  1598,  4140, 
C  300,  G  609. 

Prowesee,  s,  prowess,  T.  i.  438 ;  excel- 
lence, D  1x29;  profit,  B  4.  p  3.  71. 

Pro7neth,/r.  x.  prunes,  i.  e.  trims,  makes 
(himself)  neat,  E  201X.    0,¥,proigner, 

Piydelees,  adj,  without  pride,  6.  29. 

Prye,  ^er,  to  pry  j>cer,  T.  ii.  404 ;  to  gaxe, 

A  3458;  V.  spy.  1.  ii.  17 10. 

Prsrme,  i.  prime  (of  dav),  usually  9  A.M., 
A  2189.  2576,  3^54;  fulfy  pr,,  the  end  of 
the  first  period  of  the  day  (from  6  A.M. 
to  9  A.M.),B  2015 ;  prJar^e,^2sX  90'clock, 
F  360 ;  passed pr.,  past  9  o'clock,  D  X476 ; 
hai/waypryme,  half  wav  between  6  and 
9  A.M.,  hal^past  seven,  A  3906. 

Pryxne  face,  s,  the  first  glance,  T.  iii.  919. 

Pryxnerole,  s,  primrose,  A  3268. 

Prys,  J.  price,  value,  R.  1134;  worth,  ex- 
cellence, F  91X ;  praise,  E  1026 ;  esteem. 
F  934;  glory.  L.  2534;  reputation,  D 
115a;  renown,  A  67.  237:  pnze,  I  355. 

PT*^f  ^^'  to  esteem,  to  be  esteemed,  R. 
887. 


Pryved,  pp,  deprived,  exiled,  i.  X46. 
Pryvee,  adj\  secret,  A  a46a 
Puffen,  ger,  to  blow  hard,  HF.  1866. 
Pulle,  s.  a  bout  at  wrestling,  a  throw, 

5.  164. 
Pulle,  V.  pluck,  T.  i.  2x0 ;  to  draw.  T.  ii: 

657 ;  pulle  a  fincke,  pluck  a  finch,  cheat 

a  novice,  A  652 ;  a  pulled  ken^  a  plucked 

hen,  A  X77. 
Pultrye,  s,  poultry,  A  508. 
Puplisshen,  pr,pl,  rejf,  are  propagated. 

B3.  p  IX.  135. 
Purcnacen,  ^er,  to  procure,  acquire,   I 

742,  X066;  gain,  I   X080;  win,  ai.  X9; 

buy,  A  608;  pr,  pi,  promote,  B  2870; 

imp,  s,  3  p,  may  (He)  provide,  B  87^; 

Purchace,  imp, pi,  provide  (for yourself)^ 

T.  ii.  XI2S. 
Purohas,  s,  proceeds,  gifts  acquired,  A 

256;  gain,  D  X45X.  XS30. 
Purcbaslncrf  s,    conveyancing.  A  320; 

acquisition  of  property,  D  X449. 
Purohasour,  s,  conveyancer,  A  318. 
Pnre,  adj,  very  (lit.  pure),  A  X379;  utter» 

3.  xao9:  ihep,  deth,  death  itself,  3.  583. 
Pure,  adv,  purely,  3.  xoxo. 
Pured,  pp,  as  adj,  pure,  F 1560;  very  fine» 

D  143. 
Purflled,  pp.  ornamented  at  the  edge» 

trimmed,  A  X93. 
Purgradoun,  1.  discharge,  D  xaa 
Purgen,  ger,  to  purge,  B  4x43;  ft,   s, 

expiated.  B  4.  m  7.  4  (Lat.  pumU)  ;  pp, 

cleansed  (by  baptism),  G  x8x. 
Purpos,  s,  purpose,  R.  XX40;   design,  A 

X684 ;  to  purpos^  to  the  subject,  5.  96 ;  cf 

cam  kirn  top,,  he  purposed,  F  606. 
Purposen,  v.  purpose,  I  87 ;  pr.  pi,  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  135a 
Purpre,  adj.  purple,  T.  iv.  869. 
Purpre,  s.  purple.  R.  1071 ;  purple  raiment, 

I  933. 
Purs,  s.  purse,  A  656* 

Pursevauntes,  s.  pi,  pursuivants,  HF. 

X3«- 
Pdrsuit,    s.  continuance,    perseverance, 

T.  ii.  959 ;  continuance  in  pursuit,  T.  ii. 

1744 ;  appeal  to  prosecute,  D  890. 
Purireye,  v,  draw,  A  96;  //.  s,  E  x6oa 
Purtreyour,  s,  draughtsman,  A  X899. 
Purveyable,  adj.  with  provident  care, 

B  3.  m  a.  5. 
Purveyaunce,  j.providence,A  1250,1665 ; 

foresight,  D  566,^570;  equipment.  B  347 ; 

provision.  A   35W,  F  904;  pre-arran|fe- 

ment,  T.  iii.  533 ;  umto  his  p.,  to  provide 

himself  with  necessaries,  L.  156X. 
Purveyen,  v.  provide,  B  9533 ;  pr,  s.  fore* 
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sees,  T.  iv.  1066;  /.  of,  provided  with, 

D591. 
Purveylnge,  s.  providence,  T.  iv.  986. 
Put,  s.  pit,  T.  iv.  1540. 
Puterte,  J.  prostitution,  I  886. 
Putours,  X.  pi,  pimps,  procurers,  I  886. 
Putten,  V.  put,  lay,  7.  344 ;  v.  suppose,  B 

2667;  Put,  fr.  s.  puts,  I  142;    Put  him, 

puts  himself,  L.  652 ;  Putte,  pi.  s.  B  1630 ; 

set.  L.  675 ;  p.  up,  put  away,  2.  54. 
Pye,  J.  magpie,  A  3950,  B  1399. 
Pye,  s.  pie.  pasty.  A  384. 
Pyk,  J.  pike  (fish) ,  12.  17. 
Pyke,  V.  (1)  peep,  T.  iii.  60;  /w.  (2)  to 

pick  at,  T.  li.  1274:  pr.  s,  (3)  msikes 

(himselO  tidy  or  smooth.  £  201 1. 
Pykepurs,  s,  pick-purse,  A  1998. 
Pyled,  pp.  peeled,  bare,  bald,  A  4306. 
Pyn,  the  pin  which  passes  through  the 

central  hole  in  the  Astrolabe  and  its 

plates,  A.  i.  14.  i. 
Pyn,  s,  pine-tree,  R.  1379. 
Pyne,  s.  pain,  torment,  T.  v.  6 ;  hurt,  5. 

MS;  toil,  HF.  147;  place  of  torment, 

HF.  1512 ;  suffering,  A  1324,  2382 ;  woe, 

torment,  B  3420;   the  passion,  B  2126. 

A.  S.  pin. 
Pyne,^(fr.  to  torture,  A  1746;  pr.  s.  pines 

away,  7.  205;   grieves,  bemoans,  I  85; 

pp.  examined  by  torture.  B  4249. 
Pype,  s.  pipe,  musical  instrument,  B  2005 ; 

//.  pipes,  tubes,  A  a/sa. 
Pypen,  v.  pipe,  whistle,  A  1838 ;  play  on 

the  iMig-pipe,  A  3927;    Pype,  make  a 

piping  noise,  T.  v.  1433;  play  upon  a 

pipe,  A  3876;  pp.  fointly  uttered,  HF. 

785 :  pres.pt.  pipmg  (hot) ,  hissing,  A  3379. 
Pyne,  s.  pear-tree,  E  2217,  2325.    A.  S. 

pyrige. 


Qoaad,  adj.  evil  (Flemish),  A  4357: 
Quad,  bad,  B  1628.    Du.  kwaad, 

Quaille,  J.  quail,  E  1206. 

Qu&ke,  V.  tremble,  shiver,  R.462;  quake, 
A  3614 ;  shake,  T.  iii.  542 ;  Quook,  pt.  s. 
quaked,  A  1576,  X762;  Quaked,  pp.  B 
383X :  Quaketh,  imp.  pi.  quake,  fear,  T. 
li.  Q02. 

Quatdnff,  j.  fear,  7.  214. 

Quakke,  5.  a  state  of  hoarseness,  A  4152. 

Qualm,  s.  pestilence,  A  20x4 ;  evil,  plague, 
R«  357:  foreboding  of  death,  T.  v.  382. 

Quappe,  V.  heave,  toss  (lit.  shake,  pal- 
pitate), L.  1767 ;  beat  repeatedly,  L.  865 ; 
palpitate,  T.  iii.  57. 

Quarter-nifirbt,  the  time  when  a  fourth 
part  of  the  night  is  gone.  9  P.M.,  A  3516.  . 


Quayles,^^.  pi.  quails,  5.  339. 

Quelnte,  adj.  curious,  B  1426. 

Quek  I  int.  quack  I  5.  499,  594. 

Quelle,  V.  kill,  C  854;  pr.pl.  strike,  T.  iv^ 
46. 

Queme,  v.  please,  T.  695;  pr.  pi.  sub- 
serve. T.  ii.  803. 

Quenche,  v.  put  a  stop  to.  T.  iii.  846 ;  be 

.  quenched,  I  341;  Queynte,  pt.  s.  was 
quenched,  A  2334.  2337;  QueyT\i,pp.  ex- 
tmguished,  A  2321,  2336. 

Queue,  s.  queen.  R.  1266. 

Querele,  s.  quarrel,  I  618 ;  //.  complaints^ 

B  3-  P  3-  67. 
Quern,  s.  hand-mill.  9. 6 ;  dot.  B  326^. 

Queeteznong'ereB,  s.pl,  questmen,  jury- 
men. I  797. 

Questio,  quid  tJtris,  the  question  is,  how 
stands  the  law,  A  647. 

Questioun,  s.  dispute,  A  2514;  problem, 
D  2223. 

Queynt,  adj.  strange,  3.  1330;  curious^ 
dainty,  R.  65;  adorned,  R.  1435;  well- 
devised,  HF.  228;  neat,  R.  98;  sly,  A 
3275;  curiously  contrived,  HF.  126;  F 
234 ;  hard  to  understand,  3.  531 ;  grace- 
ful, R.  6x0. 

Queynte,  adv.  artfully,  HF.  245. 

Queynte,  s.  pudendum,  A  3376,  D  332,. 


Queyntellche,  adv.  curiously,  cunningly,. 
HF.  1923;   daintily,  R.  569;   strangely, 

R.  783- 
Queyntlee,  s.  finery,  I  932;  art,  I  733;^ 

ornament.  R.  840. 

Qui  cum  patre,  D  1734,  I  X092.  The  for- 
mula used  at  the  end  of  a  sermon. 

Qui  la,  who's  there?  B  1404. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  F  X336;  lively,  A  306',. 
ready,  I  658. 

Quiken,  v.  quicken,  revive,  T.  i.  443 ;  j^er. 
to  grow,  T.  i.  295 ;  to  make  alive,  quicken, 
G  48X  ;  ger.  to  take  life,  burst  forth.  HF. 
2078;  ft.  s.  burst  into  flame,  A  2335; 
pp.  enaowed  with  life,  F  iom. 

Quikkest,  adj.  superl.  liveliest,  busiest,. 
F  X502. 

Quiknesse,  s.  life,  3.  26. 

Quinlble,  s.  shrill  treble,  A  3332. 

Quirbollly,  s.  boiled  leather,  B  9065. 

Quissliln,  s.  cushion.  T.  ii.  1229. 

Quistroun,  s.  scullion,  kitchen-drudge^ 
R.  886.    O.  F.  coistron. 

Quit,  -te;  see  Quyte. 

Quitly,  adv.  freely,  wholly,  A  1792. 

Quod,  //.  s.  said,  A  1234. 

Quoniam,  pudendum,  D  608. 

Quook,  pt,  s.  o/Quake. 
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Quyte,  V.  recite,  reward,  repay,  recom- 
pense, give  in  return,  R.  154a;  5.  119; 
10.  75;  HF.  670;  free,  ransom.  A  103a; 
jr^r.  to  remove,  free,  7.  263 ;  guytt  ivUA, 
to  requyte  with,  A  3119;  Air  cost  for 
to  guyte,  to  pay  for  her  expenses,  B 
^564;  qi^te  hir  whyle,  repay  her  time, 
1.  e.  her  trouble,  B  584 ;  pt,  s,  repaid,  R. 
1596;  //.//.  released,  T.  iv.  205;  Quit, 
pp,  rewarded,  requited,  HF.  1614;  set 
free,  G  66 ;  discharged,  quit,  F  1758 ;  as 
adj,  free.  F  1534. 

B. 

Baa,  J.  roe  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Baby,  Rabbi,  D  3187. 

Bad,  -de ;  see  Bede. 

Badevore,  x.  piece  of  tapestry,  L.  a3<a. 

From  F.  rcu  de   Vore,  serge  from   La 

Vaur. 
Bafles,  J.  pi.  raffles.  I  793. 
Baft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 
Bafire,  s,  passion,  R.  1613 ;  craving, R.  1657 ; 

madness,  3.  731 ;  L.  599 ;   violent  grief, 

F  836;  violent  rush,  fierce  blast.  A  1985. 
Bafife,  V.  romp,  toy  wantonly,  A  257,  3273, 

3958. 
Bagrerye,  s,  wantonness,  E 1847  '•  passion, 

D  455- 
Baked,  pp.  raked.  B  3323.    Literally,  the 

sentence  is  —  'Amongst   hot   coals   he 

hath  raked  himself;    the  sense  is,  of 

course, '  he  hath  raked  hot  coals  around 

himself.' 
Bakel,  adj.  rash,  T.  i.  1067;  hasty,  T.  iii. 

1437. 

Bakelnesse,  s.  rashness,  H  383. 

Bake-8tele,  j.  handle  of  a  rake,  D  949. 
See  Stele. 

Baket,  s.  the  game  of  rackets,  T.  iv.  460. 

Bakle,  v.  behave  rashly,  T.  iii.  164a. 

Bam,  s.  ram,  L.  1427 ;  (as  prize  at  a  wrest- 
ling-match), A  548;  Aries,  the  first  sign 
in  the  zodiac.  A  8. 

Bammlsh,  adj.  ramlike,  strong-scented, 
G887. 

Bampeth.  ^r.  s,  (lit.  ramps,  romps,  rears, 
but  here)  rages,  acts  with  violence,  B 
3094.  We  should  now  say  — '  She  ^ies 
in  my  face,' 

Baneour,  s.  ill-feeling,  ill-will,  malice,  R. 
X361. 

Bansaked,  //.  s,  ransacked,  came  search- 
ing out.  4.  28. 

Bape,  J.  haste,  8. 7.    Icel.  krap. 

Bape,  V. :  in  phrase  rapt  and  renne,  cor- 
rupted from  an  older  phrase  repen  and 
rinen  (A.  S.  hrepian  and  hrinan)^  i.  e. 


handle  and  touch,  clutch  and  seiiie,  G 

1422. 
Bascaille,  s,  mob.  T.  v.  1853. 
Bated,  pp.  reproved,    scolded,  A  3463. 

Short  for  araied^  variant  of  areUed;  see 

Arette. 
Bathe,  adv.  soon,  HF.  2139 ;  early,  A  3768. 
Bather,  adj.  comp.  former,  T.  iii.  1337. 
Bather,  adv.  sooner,  3.  562;  more  will- 
ingly, A  487 ;  the  r..  the  sooner.  9.  8a. 
Bauffhte ;  see  Beche. 
Baunaon,  s.  ransom,  A  103^ 
Bave,  2/r.  fl.  are  mad,  T.  ii.  1x6. 
Baven,  s.  the  constellation  Corvus,  HF. 

1004. 
Bavines,  s.  pi.  rapines,  thefts,  I  793. 
Bavinour,  s.  plunderer.  B  4.  p  3.  117. 
Bavlashe,  v.  snatch  away.  B  2.  m  7.  32; 

ji^o  r.,  go  and  ravish,  T.  iv.  530 ;  pp.  rapt, 

E  1750;   overjoyed,  F  547;  part,  pres, 

snatching  away,  B  4.  m  6.  39. 
BavlBBhlnfir,  adj.  swift,  violent.  B  i.  m  5. 

4;  enchanting,  5.  198;  destroying,  B  x. 

ni  5.  60  (Lat.  rapidos). 
Bavyne,  s.  ravening,  greediness,  5.  336; 

ravin,  prey,  5.  323;   Ravines,  thefts,  I 

793.     O.  F.  ravine,  L.  rapina. 
Bayyaedeat,  ^p.s.pt,  didst  draw  (down), 

B  X6C9. 
Bayed,  pp.  striped.  3.  2^3. 
B^al,  adj.  royal,  regal.  T.  iii.  1534 ;  L.  3x4, 

284.  X605. 
Btoltee,  s,  royalty,  sovereign  power,  10. 

60. 
Reauxne,  s.  realm,  kingdom,  L.  ao9X. 
Bebekke,  s.  old  woman,  dame.  D  1573. 
Bebel,  adj.  rebellious,  A  833. 3046. 
Bebellinsr,  <r.  rebellion,  A  3459. 
Bebotinde,  v.  return.  T.  iv.  x666. 
Bebuked,  pp,  snubbed,  I  ^44. 
Becche  (x),  v.  reck,  care,  need,  5.  ^93 ;  is 

nought  to  r.,  no  matter  for,  T.  ii.  44^; 

pr.  s.  recks,  cares,  A  2397 ;  Recche  ofit, 

care  for  it,  pr. /I.  F  71;  it  recche,  pr,  s, 

subj.  may  care  for  it,  T.  iv.  630 ;  Ro^hte. 

pt.  s.  recked,  cared,  regarded,  3.  887: 

impers.  he  cared,  L.  605 ;  Roughte.  pt,  s, 

recked,  cared,  T.  i.  4^. 
Becche  {^),pr, s.  suhj.  interpret, expound, 

B4086. 
Beccheleea,  adj,  careless,  reckless,  R. 

340;  regardless,  HF.  668. 
Beccheleaneaae,  s,  recklessness,  I  ixx. 

6x1. 
Beceit,  s,  receipt,  i.  e.  recipe  for  making 

a  mixture,  G  x^53. 
Bechaaed,  pp,  headed  back.  3.  379. 
Beche,  v,  reach,  give,  hand  over,  3.  74 ; 
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Raughte,  //.  s.  reached,  A  5696 ;  reached 
up  to,  A  2915 ;  reached  (out,  or  forward), 
A  136;  proceeded,  T.  ii.  446;  Reighte, 
^/.  s.  reached,  touched,  HF.  1374. 

Beclaimlnfir,  1.  eDticement,  L.  1371. 

Beclasrme,  r.  reclaim  (as  a  hawk  by 
a  lure),  i.  e.  check,  H  72. 

Recoznaunde,  v.  recommend.  T.  ii.  1070. 

Becoxnende,  ^tr.  to  commit,  G  544. 

Becoxnforte,  ^er,  to  comfort  again,  T.  ii. 
1672. 

BecoxnpenBacioun,  s,  recompense,  HF. 

665. 
Reconciled,  /^.  re-consecrated,  I  965. 
Beconforte,  v.  comfort  again,  A  2852,  B 

2168. 
Record,  j.  report,  D  2049;    testimony, 

3-934. 
Becorde,  v.  witness,  bear  in  mind,  A 

1745 ;  remember,  T.  v.  445 ;  (to)  record, 

recording,  5.  609 ;  Recorde.  i  j^r.  s.  bring 

(it)  to  your  remembrance,  A  829. 

Recours,  s.  recourse,  B  26^2 ;  resort,  T.  ii. 
1352 ;  tuo/  have  my  r.,  will  return,  F  75 ; 
pt.  orbits,  B  I.  m  2.  14. 

Recovere,  v,  regain,  T.  iv.  406. 

Recoverer,  j.  recovery,  22.  3.  O.  F.  re- 
covritr,  recoverer, 

Reddour,  s,  violence,  vehemence,  10.  13. 

Rede,  v.  read,  A  709;  advise,  counsel^  L. 
2217;  interpret,  3.  279;  Ret,  pr,  s. 
advises,  T.  ii.  413 ;  Redeth,  pr.  s.  advises, 
T.  iv.  573;  Redde,  pf.  s.  read,  D  714, 
721;  interpreted,  3.  281;  Radde, //.  s. 
read,  T.  ii.  1085 ;  D  791 ;  advised,  5. 579 ; 
Red,  pp.  read.  3.  224 ;  Rad,  pp.  read,  B 

43". 
Rede,  dot.  counsel,  T.  iv.  679 ;  see  Reed. 

Rede,  adj.  red ;  see  Reed. 

Rede,  aaj.  made  of  reed;  referring  to 
a  musical  instrument  in  which  the 
sound  was  produced  by  the  vibration  of 
a  reed,  HF.  1221. 

Rede,  s.  red  (i.  e.  gold),  T.  iii.  1384;  the 
blood,  B  356 ;  red  wine,  C  526,  562. 

Redelees,  adj.  without  counsel;  not 
knowing  which  way  to  turn,  2.  27. 

Redely,  adv.  soon,  HF.  1392;  readily, 
truly,  HF.  1127. 

Redoute,  v.  fear,  B  i.  p  3.  21. 

Redoutinge,  s.  reverence,  A  2050. 

Redreseeth,  pr.  s.  amends,  1 1039 ;  pr.  pi, 
reji.  erect  (themselves)  again,  rise  again, 
T.  ii.  969;  Redressed, //.  s,  reasserted, 
vindicated,  F  1436;  Kedresse,  imp,  s, 
reform,  i.  129;  Redressed,  pp.  roused, 
B  4.  p  2.  139. 

Reducen,  v,  sum  up.  B  3.  p  8. 6x. 


Bedy,  adj,  ready,  A  21,  352;  dressed,  F 
387 ;  at  hand,  2. 104. 

Beed,  s.  counsel,  advice,  plan,  A  1216. 
3527;  profit,  help,  remedy,  3.  203; 
counsel,  adviser,  A  665;  /  com  no  r,, 
I  know  not  what  to  do.  3.  1187 ;  without 
reed,  helpless.  3,  C87;  to  rede,  for  a 
counsel ;  best  to  rede,  best  for  a  counsel, 
best  to  do,  T.  iv.  679  {not  a  verb). 

Beed,  adj.  red,  A  153;  (of  the  com- 
plexion), 3.  470;  Rede,  adj.  def.  red, 
A  957;  inief.  (rare),  L.  2589;  Rede,//. 
1.89. 

Beed,  s,  redness,  L.  533. 

Beed,  imp,  s.  read,  H  344. 

Beedneeae,  s.  redness,  G  1097. 

Bees,  s,  great  haste,  T.  iv.  350. 

Retect,pp.  restored,  B  4.  p  6. 4x4. 

Befere,  v.  return,  T.  i.  266;  Referred./^, 
brought  back,  B  3.  p  xo.  i8a 

Befigurinee,  pres.pt.  reproducing,  T.  v. 

473- 
BefreinixiGre,  s.  refrain,  burden,  R.  749. 

Befreyden,  v.  grow   cold,   T.  v.  507; 

Refreyd,  cooled  down,  X2.  21. 
Befk'eyn,  s,  reirain,  T.  ii.  X571. 
Befireyxie,  v.  bridle,  curb.  I  385. 
Befresahlxifire,  s.  renewing,  1  78. 
Beft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 
Befu8,/j».  as  adj,  refused,  rejected,  T.  i.S7a 
Befut,  J.  place  of  refuge,  refuge,  x.  X4; 

safety,  1.  33. 

Befirala,  //.  royal  attributes.  L.  2x28. 
BecT&lye,  s.  rule,  authority,  2.  65. 
Begrard;   to   the   r.  of,  in    comparison 

with,  B  2.  p  7.  X26;  atr.of,^  58. 
Befflstre,  s.  narrative,  A  28x2. 
BefiT&Bf  s.  kingdom,  dominion,  realm,  A 

866 ;  dominion,  rule.  A  1624. 
Begrxiexi,  pr.  pi.  reign.  4.  50. 
Bebextse,  v.  rehearse,  repeat  with  exacti- 
tude, A  732;  ger.  to  enumerate,  I  239; 

recount.  B  89. 
Behex'saille,  s.  enumeration,  G  852. 
BeherainiTf  s.  rehearsal,  A  1650 ;  recital, 

L.  1x85. 
Beiffbte,  pt.  s.  reached,   touched,   HF. 

irr4,     Pt.  t.  of  reche. 
Beines,  s.  pt.  rain-storms,  HF.  967. 
Beloye,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  395. 
Bejoyae,  /^er.  to  make  rejoice,  i.  lox ;  feel 

glad.  T.  V.  1x65. 
Bekene,  j^er.  to  reckon.  A  40X. 
BekenincT,  s.  reckoning,  account.  3.  699; 

A  600. 
Beketh,  pr.  s.  reeks,  smokes.  L.  26x2. 
Bekever,  i  pr,  s.  (for  /ktnre),  (I)  shall 

retrieve,  do  away,  HF.  354, 
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Bekke,  ipr,s.  care,  C  ^5,  E  1090;  pr.  s. 
impers,  (it)  recks  (him),  he  cares,  L. 
365 :  yow  r.,  you  reck,  7.  303 ;  what  r. 
me,  what  do  I  care,  D  53. 

Bekne,  v.  reckon  {also  ipr.  s,V  A  1933. 

Balayes,  s.  pi.  fresh  sets  of  nouDds,  re- 
serve packs,  3. 362. 

Releee,  s.  release,  i.  3;  ceasing;  out  of 
relees,  without  ceasing,  G  46. 

Belente,  v.  melt,  G  1278. 

Belesedest,  2  //.  s.  forgavest,  I  309; 
Relessed,//.  J.  for^ve,  B  3367. 

BeleslnfiTi  s.  remission,  I  1026. 

Releve,  ^er.  to  raise  up,  relieve,  T.  v. 
1042;  fp.  restored,  I  945;  Releved,  pp, 
revived.  L.  128;  recompensed,  A  4x82; 
madt*  rich  again,  G  872. 

BelevlnfiTOi  j.  remedy,  I  804. 

BeUgioun,  j.  religion,  A  477;  state  of 
religion,  life  of  a  nun,  R.  429;  a  re- 
ligious order,  B  3x34;  the  religious 
orders,  B3144H. 

Baliflrious,  adj.  belonging  to  a  religious 
order,  B  3150;  devoted  to  a  religious 
order,  T.  11.  759  \  as  s,,  a  monk  or  nun, 
I  891. 

Belik,  J.  relic,  L.  321. 

Rexne,  s.  realm,  B  1306. 

Rexnede,  s.  remedy,  T.  i.  66x. 

Bexnedies,  pi,  (Ovid's)  Remedia  Amoris, 

3.  S6f-. 
Bexnexnbre,  v.  remember,  I  135 ;  pr,  pi, 

remind,  F   1343;  pr,   s,   recurs  to  the 

mind,  4.  X50:  Remembringe  him,  call- 
ing to  remembrance,  T.  ii.  72. 
Bexnenant,  s.  remainder,  rest,  A  888. 
Remeve,  v,  remove,  T,  i.  601. 
Bexnorde,  pr.  s.  subj,  cause  (you)  remorse, 

T.    iv.    1491;    pr,   s,    vexes,    plagues, 

troubles,  B  4.  p  6.  293. 
Bemors,  s,  remorse,  T.  i.  554. 
Bexnounted,  pp.  comforted/ B  3.  p  i.  p. 
Bexnusble  (i),  adj,  changeable,  variable, 

T.  iv.  1682. 
BexDuable  (2),  adj.  capable  of  motion 

(Lat.  mobiltius),  B  5.  p  5.  37. 
Bexnuen,  v,  remove,  B  2.  p  6.  55.    (Lat 

afnouebis.) 
Ben,  s.  run,  A  4079. 
Bexisbly,  adv.  reasonably,  D  1^09. 
Bexide,  V,  rend,  T.  iv.  1493 ;  Rent,  pr,  s, 

rends,  tears,  L.  646  a;  Rente,//,  s,  tore, 

A  990. 
BendlniTf  <r.  tearing,  A  2834. 
Benefirat,  s,  renegade,  apostate,  B  93a. 
Beneye,  v.  deny,    renounce,   abjure,  B 

376,3751- 
Reneylnsre,  s,  denying,  I  793. 


Bended,  pp.  ranged,  placed  in  rows,  R. 
X380. 

Bensros,  //.  ranks,  A  2594. 

Bexine  (i),  v.  run,  I  721;  ^er,  A  3890; 
pr.  s.  runs,  D  76;  is  current,  E  1986; 
approaches  quickly,  T.  ii.  1754;  goes 
easily,  A.  i.  2.  i ;  arises,  L.  503 ;  spreads. 
L.  1423 ;  rentuth  for^  runs  in  favour  of, 
B  125;  Ronnen,  //.  pi.  ran,  A  2925. 
3827;  Ronnen,  pp.  advanced,  lit.  run, 
K.  320;  is  r.,  has  run,  has  found  its 
way  (into),  HF.  1644. 

Beilhe  (2),  v.;  only  in  the  phrase ^  rape 
and  renne,  G  1422.    See  Bajw. 

Benoined,  pp.  renowned.  B  3.  p  2.  X24. 

Benoxnee,  s.  renown,  L.  15 13. 

Benouix,  s.  renown,  fame,  2.  88. 

Benovelaxxces,  s.  pi.  renewals,  HF.  693. 

Benovelle,  v.  renew,  B  3035;  are  re- 
newed, I  1027. 

Bente,  s.  revenue,  income,  A  256;  pay- 
ment, tribute,  3.  765 ;  tor.^  as  a  tribute, 
T.  ii.  83a 

Bepalr,  s,  resort,  repairing,  B  xaii.  D 
1224. 

Bepaire,  ger,  to  go  home.  B  X5X6;  to 
repair,  find  a  home,  T.  iii.  ^;  to  go 
back  (to),  HF.  755 ;  v.  return,  F  580. 

Beparaciouns, //.  reparations,  makings 
up,  HF.  688. 

Bepentaunoe,  s,  penitence,  A  1776. 

Bepentaunt,  adj.  penitent.  A  228. 

B^pentiniP,  s.  repentance,  L.  147. 

Bepesrre,  v.  repair,  return,  T.  v.  1571. 

Beplecdoun,  s.  repletion.  B  4027. 

Bepleet,  adj,  replete,  full,  B  4147. 

Bepleniased,  p^,  filled.  I  1079. 

Bepllcacioun,  s,  reply,  A  1846;  involu- 
tion. B  3.  p  12.  170. 

Beplye,  v.  object,  E  1609. 

Beporte,  v,  relate,  tell,  C  438. 

Beportour,  s.  reporter,  A  8x4.  (The  host 
is  so  called  because  he  receives  and 
remembers  the  tales;  they  were  all 
addressed  to  him  in  particular.  Thus 
'  reporter '  has  here  almost  the  sense  of 
•  umpire.') 

Beprehenoloun,  s.  reproof.  T.  i.  684. 

Beprehende,  v.  reproach,  T.  i.  510 ;  pr.pi, 
blame,  criticise.  B  3.  p  12. 134. 

Bepresaed,/^.  kept  under,  L.  2591. 

B^prev&ble,  adj.  reprehensible,  C  632; 
r.  to^  likely  to  cast  a  slur  on,  X5.  24. 

Bepreve,  s.  reproof,  B  24x3;  shame,  C 
595 ;  reproach,  £  2206. 

Bepreve,  v,  reproach,  F  X537 ;  reprove,  H 
70. 

Bepx^ved,  pp.  as  adj,  blamed,  accused. 
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R.  1135 ;   Reproeved,  pp.  stultified,  B  2. 
p  6.  127. 
Bepusrnen,  ger,  to  be  repugnant  (to),  B 

5.  p  3.  6. 
Bequersble,  adj.  desirable,  B  2.  p  6.  32. 
ReQueren,  v.  entreat,  seek,  B  2927 ;  ask, 

D  X052 ;  pp.  necessitated,  T.  iii.  40^. 
Resalgrar,  s.  realgar,  G  814.    '  Realgar^  a 

combination  of  sulphur  and  arsenic,  of 

a  brilliant   red   colour  as   existing   in 

nature ;  red  orpiment ;  *  Webster. 
Rescelved,  pp.  received ;  wel  resceived, 

&vourably  situated  with  respect  to  other 

planets,  &c. ;  A.  ii.  4.  51. 
Besoous,  5.  a  rescue,  help.  T.  iii.  1242 ;  A 

2643- 
Bescowe,  v.  (to)  rescue,  save,  T.  iii.  857 ; 

rescue,  T.  v.  231. 

Reacowing'e,  s,  rescuing,  I  805. 

Bese,  ger.  to  shake,  A  19845. 

B^sexnbl&ble,  adj.  alike,  R.  985. 

Besolven,  pr,  pL  flow  out.  B  <.  m  x.  i ; 
Resolved,  pp.  dissolved,  melted,  B  2.  p  7. 
164. 

Besonable,  adj,  talkative,  3.  534. 

Besort,  s,  resource,  T.  iii.  134. 

Besoun,  s.  reason,  right,  A  37,  847; 
argument,  speech,  sentence,  T.  i.  796. 

Besduneth,  pr.  s.  resounds,  A  1278. 

Besport,  s.  regard.  T.  iv.  86,  850. 

Bespyt,  s.  delay,  B  948;  respite,  delay, 
reprieve,  G  543;  witAoute  more  respyt, 
without  delay,  forthwith,  R.  1488;  out 
of  more  respyt,  without  any  delay,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  T.  v.  137. 

Beapsrte,  ger.  to  hesitate,  7.  259. 

Beate,  j.  rest,  repose,  F  355 ;  at  reste,  at 
rest,  fixed,  T.  it  760 ;  a/  his  reste,  as  in 
its  home,  5.  376;  to  resie,  (gone)  to  rest, 
A  30;  Restes,  //.  times  of  repose,  T.  ii. 
1722. 

Beste,  V.  remain  (with),  T.iii.  1435;  rest, 
repose,  T.  ii.  1396. 

Bestelees,  adu.  restlessly,  R.  37a 

BeBurreecioun,  s.  resurrection,  i.  e.  re- 
opening (of  the  daisy),  L.  zxa 

Bet,  for  Redeth,  pr.  s.  advises,  T.  ii. 

413- 
BetenuOf  s,  retinue,  troop  of  retainers, 

suite,  A  2503;  E  270;  at  his  r.,  among 

those  retained  by  him.  D  1355. 
Bethor,  s,  orator,  B  4397,  F  38. 
Bethorien,  adj.  rhetorical,  B  2.  p  i.  46. 
Betborien  {written  Retorien),  s.  orator. 

B  2.  p  3.  61. 
Batometh,  pr.  s.  brings  back,  B  5.  p  6. 

301 ;  pres.pt,  revolving,  T.  v.  10^ 
Betoumlnffe,  s.  return,  A  2095. 


Betraceiouns,  s.  pi  retractions,  things 

which  I  withdraw.  I  1085. 
Betreteth,  pr.  s.  reconsiders,  B  5.  m  3. 

57- 
Betrogrrad,  adj.  moving  in  a  direction 

contrary  to  that  of  the  sun's  motion  in 

the  ecliptic,  A.  ii.  4.  53. 
Beule,  s.  rule,  A  173. 
Beiilen,  v.  rule,  B  4234 ;  Reule  hir,  guide 

her  conduct,  E  327. 
Beuthe,  s.  ruth.  1. 127. 
Beve,  s.  reeve,  steivard,  baili£f,  A  542, 

3860. 
Beve,  ger.  to  rob  (fit>m),  T.  iv.  285;  to 

take  away,  G  376 ;  to  r.  no  man  fio  his 

Ml  to  take  away  no  man's  life,  L.  2693 ; 

Reven,  ger.  to  reave,  plunder,  I  758 ;  to 

bereave,  T.  i.  x88;  Reveth,  pr.  s.  forces 

away.  5.  86;  Raite,  //.  s.  bereft,  D  888; 

reft,  B  3288;   Refte,  //.  s.  bereft,  HF. 

457;    Rit,  pp.  torn,  reft,  T.  v,   1258; 

taken  from,  L.  2590 ;  bereaved,  F  1017. 
Bevel,  s.  revdry,  sport,  A  2717;   min- 

strelsv,  A  440a. 
Bevelbur,  s.  (the)  Reveller,  A  4371;  a 

reveller,  A  4391. 
BevelouB,  ad/,  fond  of  revelry,  B  1194. 
Beverberaoloun,  s.  vibration,  D  2234. 
Beverdya,  s.  rejoicing,  R.  720.    O.  P. 

reverdie,  'feuiil^,  veraure;   joie,  all6- 

gresse ; '  Godefroy. 
Beverenoe,  s.  respect,  A  141 ;  respectful 

manner,  A  305 ;  fear,  I  294 ;  tky  r.,  the 

respect  shewn  to  thee,  B  iz6. 
Bevers,  s.  reverse,  contrary,  18.  32. 
Bevesten,  pr.  pi.  clothe  again,  T.  iii. 

353. 
Bevoken,  ger.  to  recall,  T.  iii.  11 18. 
Bevolucloun,  s.  revolving  course  (orbit), 

4*  3^ 
Bew«fd,  s.  regard,  attention,  T.  ii.  1133, 

V.  1736 ;  having  r.  to,  considering,  5. 426 ; 

tahe  r.  of  have  regard,  I  151. 
Bewde,  adj.  plain,  unadorned,  A.  pr.  49k 
Bewe,  s.  row,  line,  A  2866;  iy  rewe,  in 

order,  D  506. 
^Etewe,  ger.  to  have  pity.  A  2382 ;  be  sorry, 

T.  ii.  455 ;  do  penance  for,  G  447 ;  /r. 

s.  impers.  makes  (me)  sorry,  I  am  sorry,. 

A  3462,  B  4287. 
Bewel-boon,  s.  (probably)  ivory  made 

ft-om  the  teeth  of  whales,  a  2068. 
Bewful,  adj.  lamentable,  sad,  L.  1838; 

sad  (one),  B  85^ 
Bewrolleste,  adj.  sup.  most  sorrowful,  A 

2886. 
Bewfully,  adv.  sadlv,  T.  iii.  65. 
Bewla,  s.  the  revomog  k>ng  and  narrow 


92 


(Slosusartal  Inliex. 


plate  or  rod  used  for  measuring  and 
taking  altitudes.  A.  i.  z.  6 ;  it  revolves  at 
the  back  of  the  Astrolabe ;  //.  rules,  A. 
pr.  44, 
Bewledest,  a  pr,  s,  didst  control,  B  i.  p 

4<  338- 
Bewuche,  adf.  pitiable,  B  s.  p  2. 67. 

Bewme,  s,  realm,  R.  495. 

Bewthe,  s.  ruth,  pity,  E  579;  a  pitiful 

sight,  E  s6a. 
Bewtheleee,  adj.  ruthless,  unpitying,  5. 

613;  6.31. 
Beye,  s.  rye,  D  1746. 
Reyes,  //.  round  dances,  HF.  1336.   Mid. 

Du.  r^/,  *  a  round  daunce ' :  Hexham. 
Beyn,  s,  rain,  A  493;  storm  of  rain,  A 

3SI7» 
Besme,  s.  rein,  A  4083. 

Beyne,  v,  rain  down,  T.  v.  1336 ;  rain,  4. 
287.    See  Bon. 

Beynes,  s,p/.  loins,  I  863. 

Boyse,  j^er,  to  build  up,  D  aioa;  r.  u^,  to 
exact, '  realise,'  D  139a 

Reysed,  /^.  gone  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion, A  ^  O.  F.  reist,  'expedition 
militaire,  incursion  sur  une  terre  enne- 
mie ; '  Godefroy. 

Bhetorice,  Rhetoric,  B  a.  p  z.  48. 

Biban,  j.  as  pi,  ribbons,  HF.  1318. 

BibsnlnireSf  /A  siik  trimmings,  borders. 
R.  1077, 

Bibaudye,  s,  ribaldry,  ribald  jesting,  A 
3866.  C  324. 

Bibible,  J.  rebeck,  lute  with  two  strings, 

A  4396. 
Bibybe,  s,  term  of  reproach  for  an  old 

woman,  D  1377. 
Biche,  adj\  pi.  rich  people,  A  248. 
Bichely,  aav.  richly,  F  90. 
Blchesee,  s.  riches,  wealth,  D  mo,  1118; 

Richesses,  p/.  wealth,  riches,  B  256a 
Bideled,  pp.  plaited,  gathered  in  ^at  the 

neck,  or  waist),  R.  1235,  1243.    '  Ri€UU, 

plisse ; '  Godefroy. 
Biden,  //.  pi.  and  pp.  rode,  ridden. 
Biet,  'rete,'  A.  i.  3.  5.    The  'retc*  or 

'net'  is  the  circular  plate  with  many 

openings    which    revolves    within    the 

'  mother.' 
Bigrbt,    adj.   straight,   upright,  R.   1701; 

right,  1. 75 :  voc.  own,  F  1311. 
Bigrht,    aihf.  just,   exactly,  A  257,  535; 

wholly,  C  58 ;  even,  B  2173 ;  Right  mat. 

that  very  thing,  3.  1307. 
Bigrht,  s.  I.  21 ;  fy  rights  justly,  B  44 ;  ^j^ 

alle  r,  in  all  justice,  T.  ii.  763;  at  alU 

rightes,  in  all  respects,  fiiUy,  A  iioo. 
Btfirntful,  adj.  perfect ;  rightful  agt^  (in) 


her  prime,  R.  405 ;  just,  i.  31 ;  righteous, 

5.55:  lawful,  I  744, 
Blffntwis,  adj.  righteous,  just,  L.  90^. 
Bierhtwlsnesae,  s.  righteousness,  Cr637, 

D  1909 ;  justice,  14.  8. 
Bikne,  imp.  s,  reckon,  compute,  A.  ii*  27. 

10.    See  Bekene. 
Binde,  s,  rind,  bark,  T.  iv.  1139;   hard 

skin,  T.  ii.  64a. 
Bing*,  s,  rin^,  F  83 ;  concourse,  L.  1887 ; 

lyJk  r.,  i.  e.  m  ringlets,  A  2165. 
Bingrd,  V.  make  to  resound,  A  2431 ;  ring, 

resound,  T.  ii  233 ;  Rong.  pt.  s,  rang,  5. 

49a:  Ronge,//.  T.  il  805. 
Biot,  J.  riotous  conduct,  gaming,  A  4395, 

4393. 
Blote,  V.  not,  gamble,  A  44x4. 

Bisen,  pp.  of  Ryse. 

BiBshe,  s.  rush.  T.  iii.  1161. 

Blst,  pr.  s.  of  Ryse. 

Bit,/r.  J.  tf/Ryde. 

Biveer,  s.  river,  B  1927. 

Bobbour,  j.  robber,  B  3818. 

Boche,  s.  rock,  F  500;  //.  HF.  1035. 

Bode,  s.  complexion,  A  3317,  B  1917. 

Bode,  s.  nom.  rood,  cross,  HF.  57. 

Bode-beem,  s.  rood-beam,  D  496.    (A 

beam  across  the  entrance  to  the  choir  of 

a  church,  supporting  a  rood  or  cross.) 
Body,  adj.  ruddy,  F  385,  394. 
Boes,  pi.  of  Roo. 
BOfiTffeth   (Ruggeth).  pr,  s.  shakes,  L. 

2708.    I  eel.  mgga. 
Boket,  J.  rochet,  tunic,  R.  1240,  1242, 

1243.     An   outer   garment,  usually  of 

fine  white  linen. 
Bokke,  s.  rock,  L.  2195. 
Bokken,  ger.  to  rock,  A  4157. 
Bolle,  J.  roll,  C  91  z. 
Bollen,  ger,  to  roll,  revolve,  T.  ii.  659; 

pt.  s.  revolved,  D  22Z7 ;  pp.  much  talked 

of,  T.  v.  zo6z. 
Boiziauzice,  s.  romance,  T.  iii.  980. 
Bombled,  pt.  s.  fumbled,  moved  about 

with  his  hands,  groped  about,  G  Z322. 
Boznbled,  pt,  s,   buzzed,   muttered,   B 

3725. 
Boznen,  v,  roam,  wander,  A  zooo ;  Romed, 

pt.  s.  A  Z065,  Z069  'tpp.  gone,  L.  Z589. 
Bozi,  //.  s.  rained,  T.  iii.  640,  677.    A.  S. 

ran,  pt  s.  rained. 
Bozid,  adj.  round,  circular,  A.  ii.  38.  z. 
Boner,  -e ;  see  Bingre. 
Bongres,  pi.  rungs,  rounds  of  a  ladder,  A 

3625.    A.  S.  hrung. 
Bonne, -n;  see  Benne. 
Boo,  s.  roe,  5.  Z95 ;  Roes.  pi.  roes,  R.  Z40Z. 
Bood,  pt.  s.  of  Ryde. 
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Roof,  ft,  s.  of  Ryve. 

Roon,  5,  rose-bush,  R.  1674.  Halliwell 
gives  roan,  a  dump  of  whins,  as  a 
Northumberland  word;  and  we  find 
the  spelling  ranes  in  the  allit.  Morte 
Arthure,  933. 

Boos,  pt,  s,  of  Ryse. 

Boost,  s,  roast  meat,  A  906. 

Bopen,  fp,  reaped,  L.  74. 

Bore,  J.  uproar,  T.  v.  45. 

Bore,  ger,  to  roar,  T.  iv.  373 ;  /r.  j.  re- 
sounds, A  a88i. 

BorincTi  5.  loud  lament,  E  9364. 

Bose,  5,  rose,  R.  1700 ;  ger.  of  the  rose,  A 
1038. 

Bose-leef ,  j.  rose-leaf,  R.  905. 

Bose-fir&rlond,  s,  garland  of  roses,  HF. 

135" 
Bosen,  adj.  made  of  roses,  R.  845;  Ro- 

sene,  adj.  def.  rosy,  B  a.  m  8.  6. 

Roser,  s,  rose-bush,  R.  1651,  1659;  I  858. 

Rosd-reed,  adj.  red  as  a  rose,  G  254. 

Roste,  V.  roast,  A  383 ;  pp.  A  1^. 

Rosy  hewed,  of  rosy  fkue,  T.  lu  1198. 

Rote,  J.  (i)  root,  A  3, 433 ;  the  radix,  fun- 
damental principle.  G  1461;  source, 
B  358;  i.  e.  foot,  E  58;  on  rote,  firmly 
rooted,  T.  ii.  1378;  herte  rote,  bottom 
of  the  heart,  D  4^1 ;  (3)  root,  the  tabu- 
lated number  wntten  opposite  a  given 
fixed  date,  A.  ii.  44.  3 ;  the  '  epoch '  of 
a  nativity,  B  3x4. 

Rote,  J.  rote ;  6y  rote,  by  rote,  by  heart, 
A  337,  B  1712. 

Rote,  s.  a  musical  string^ed  instrument, 
a  kind  of  fiddle,  of  Celtic  origin ;  said 
to  be  a  fiddle  with  three  strings,  A  336. 
O.  F.  rote,  from  O.  H.  G.  hrotta,  rotta. 
Low  Lat  chrotta ;  of  Celtic  origin,  from 
O.  Irish  crot  (Gael,  cruit,  W.  crwth) ; 
whence  also  E.  crowd, 

Rotelees,  adj.  rootless,  T.  iv.  770. 

Roten,  adj.  rotten,  A  3873 ;  corrupt,  filthy, 

I  139- 
Roten-herted,    adj.     rotten-hearted,    I 

689. 

Rotie,  pr.  s.  subj.  render  rotten,  A  4407. 

Rougrhte ;  see  Recobe. 

Rouketh,  fr.  s.  cowers,  crouches,  is  hud- 
dled up,  A  1308. 

Roule,  V.  gad  (lit.  roll),  D  653. 

Roum,  adj.  roomy,  spacious,  A  4126. 

Roum,  s.  room,  spare,  L.  1999. 

Roumer,  adj.  larger,  A  4145. 

Rouncy,  s.  a  hackney,  nag,  A  390. 

Rounde,  ailv.  rouncllv,  i.  e.  easily,  with  ' 
an  easy  (not  jerky;  motion,  B  2076;  . 
melodiously,  C  331.  I 


Rounded,//,  s.  stood  out  in  a  rounded 

form,  A  263. 
Roundel,  s.  roundel,  roundelay,  a  kind 

of  poem,  A  1529;  a  small  circle,  HF. 

791.798. 
Roundnesses,  pt.  orbs,  orbits,  B  4.  m 

6.53. 
Roune,  V.  whisper,  B  203^ ;  ger.  D  157s ; 

pt.  s.  HF.  3044.    A.  S.  runian. 
Route,  s.  company,  rout,  troop,   band, 

train,  A  622, 889, 21531 ;  number,  R.  1667 ; 

flock.  R.  909 ;  //.  T.  ii.  69a 
Route  (i),  v.  roar,  T.  iii.  743;  murmtur, 

HF.  1038;  ger.  to  snore,  3.  172;  pr.  s. 

snores,  A  3647.    A.  S.  kriitan. 
Route  (3),  V.  assemble  in  a  company,  B 

540. 
Routhe,  s.  pity,  ruth,  compassion,  mercy, 

F  1261,  1349;    lamentation,  L.  669;  a 

pity,  a  sad  thing,  A  9x4. 
Routhelees,   adj.   ruthless,   pitiless.    B 

863. 
Routing",  s.  snoring,  A  4166,  43x4 ;  whiz- 
zing noise,  HF.  X933. 
Rowe,  J.  row,  3.  ^75 ;  line,  HF.  448 ;  by  r., 

in  a  row,  T.  h.  970;   Rowes,  //.  rays, 

beams  (of  light) ,  4.  2. 
Rowe,  adv.  roughly,  angrily,  G  861. 
Rowed,  pp.  rowed,  T.  i.  969. 
Rowin,  adj.    roomy,    large,  wide,  A.  i. 

3.  ^. 
Rowne,  ger.  to  whisper,  T.  iii.  568. 
Rowthe,  s.  ruth,  pity,  3.  465;   sorrow, 

3-97- 
Royaltee,  s.  royalty,  E  938. 

Royleth,  pr.  s.  meanders,  wanders,  B  i. 

m  7.  la 

Royne,  s.  roughness,  R.  553. 

R03mous,  adf.  rough,  R.  9M. 

Rubbe,  V.  rub  out,  8.  6. 

Rubee,  s.  ruby,  HF.  1363. 

Rublble,  s.  ribibe,  rel>eck,  A  3331. 


A  3331 
,  redd< 


Rubifying*,  s.  rubefisiction,  reddening,  G 

RuDrlche,  s.  rubric,  D  346. 
Ruby,  J.  ruby,  13. 4.    Rubies,//.  4.  346. 
Ruddok,  s.  redbreast,  robin,  5.  349. 
Rude,  adj.  harsh,  R.  753;  poor.  E  916; 

inhospitable,  H  170;  of  humble  birth, 

D  1 173. 
Rudeliche,  adv.  rudely,  A  734. 
Rudenesse,  s,  boorishness,  T.  iv.  1677; 

rusticity,  E  397. 
Ruggy,  adj.  rough,  A  3883. 
Rule,  imp.  fl.  regulate,  order,  I  593 ;  //. 

as  adj.  well-mannered.  L.  163. 
Rum,  ram,   ruf;   nonsense   words,  to 

imitate  alliteration,  I  43. 
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Buxnbel,  s,   rumbling   noise,   A    1979; 

rumour,  E  997. 
Buznbleth,  pr.  s,  moves  to  and  firo  with 

an    indistinct    murmuring    noise,   HF. 

1026. 
Bumblin^e,  s.  noise.  D  2133. 
Buaed,  //.  s,  roused  herselt||rushed  away, 

BuHHhIng,  pres.  pi,  rushing.  A  164.1. 

Buste,  ^vr.  to  rust,  A  50a;  pr.  s.  subj, 
rust,  A  500. 

Busty,  adj.  rusty,  A  618 ;  besmirched  as 
with  rust,  R.  IC9. 

Byal,  adj.  royal,  i.  144 ;  Rial,  3.  59. 

Byde,  V,  ride.  A  27,  94,  xoa;  ride  at 
anchor,  L.  968;  Ryden,^^.  Ooi^  out), 
to  go  on  expeditions,  A  45 ;  Kyde,  ger, 
(w»/A  out) ,  to  ride  abroad  to  inspect,  B 
13^5;  (see  Outrydere);  Rydestow. 
ridest  thou,  D  1386;  Rit,  pr.  s.  rides, 
A  974;  R6dd,//.  J.  rode,  A  169;  Rlden, 
I  pt.  pi.  (we)  rode,  A  825 ;  //.//.  C  968 ; 
Rlden, pp.  ndden,  B  1990. 

BydinfiTf  s.  jousting,  or  riding  in  proces- 
sion, A  4377. 

Bym,  J.  rime  (usually  misspelt  rhyme), 
B  2115,  aii8;  Ryme,  dot.  HF.  693;  a 
tale  in  verse,  B  1899;  verse,  D  1137; 
//.  B  96.    A.  S.  rim. 

Byrne,  v.  describe  in  verse,  put  into  rime 
(or  rhyme),  A  1459,  B  2122. 

JLymeyed,  pp.  rimed,  or  rhymed,  F7Z1; 
see  above. 

Byminff,  s.  riming,  or  rhyminp^,  verse- 
making,  B  aiao;  the  art  of  nming,  B 
48. 

Byot,  s.  riotous  living,  C  465. 

Byotour,  j.  roysterer.  C  60! 

Bye,  s.  spray,  branch,  twig,  R.  10x5;  A 
3324.    A.  S.  Arts. 

Rya®,  ^^'  to  rise.  A  33 ;  to  get  up,  F  375 ; 
Rist,  pr.  s.  rises.  A  3688, 4x93 ;  arises,  T. 
i.  944:  Rdds.  xpi.  s,  rose,  2.  17;  pi.  s.  A 
823;  Risen,  pp.  A  1065;  Riseth.  uff^.  ^/. 
1  x6x. 

RyvOf  ^^'  to  pierce,  T.  v.  xs6o;  v.  thrust, 
^  1793:  pierce.  C  898;  tear,  E  1336; 
Rddf,  pi.  s,  rove,  rived,  pierced,  L.  &i, 
1351.    IceL  ri/a. 

8. 

Sable,  s.  sable,  black,  4.  384. 
SachelB,  s.pi.  bags.  B  x.  p  3.  83. 
Sacrement,  s.  the  eucharist,  I  583. 
Sacrlfye,  v.  do  sacrifice,  L.  1348. 
Bacrlfyse,  s.  sacrifice,  L.  131a 
Sacrilege,  s.  I  8ox ;  sorcery,  B  i.  p  4. 
28a. 


Sad,  adj.  stable,  firm,  I  139,  3x0;  staid, 
A  3985;  sober,  E  330.  337;  bxed,  con- 
stant, unmoved,  settled,  E  693,  754; 
sad,  R.  311;  devoted,  33.  9;  trusty. 
H  37V,  serious,  grave,  3.  9x8;  calm, 
settled,  G  397;  staid,  iZ  .1581,  1876; 
earnest.  HI*.  3089:  Sadde,  //.  grave, 
E  I003 ;  steady,  3.  860 ;  discreet,  B  135 ; 
sure.  H  358. 

Sadel,  s.  saddle,  L.  1199. 

Sadel-bowe,  i.  saddle-bow,  A  a69x. 

Sadly,  adv.  firmly,  A  3603;  discreetly,  B 
1366;  steadfastly,  I  X34;  carefully,  D 
3x64;    firmly,  tightly.  £  iioo;  unstiot- 

^  ingiy,  B  743. 

Sadnesse,  s.  soberness,  staidness,  E 1591 ; 
patience.  E  453. 

Saffron  with,  ger.  to  tinge  with  safiEron, 
to  colour,  C  34^ 

Safftoun,  J. ;  like  safiiron  «s  of  a  bright 
yellowish  colour.  B  1930. 

Sak,j.sack,R.457 ;  Sakkes.//.  bags.  Ui  118. 

Sakked,  pp.  put  in  a  sack,  A  407a 

Sal,  pr.  s.  shall  (Northern),  A  4043. 

Sal  armoniak,  s.  sal  ammoniac,  G  798. 
834.  Lat  sai  anrumiaatm,  Armenian 
salt.  Sal  ammoniac,  chloride  of  am- 
monium. The  word  armomiac  certainly 
answers  to  the  Lat.  Armeniacum  in  the 
old  treatises.  Yet  the  right  spelling  is 
ammimiac. 

Sal  peter,  s.  saltpetre,  G  808.  Lat.  sal 
peira,  rock-salt ;  nitrate  of  potassa;  — 
called  also  nitre. 

Sal  preparat,  s.  prepared  salt,  G  8ia 

Sal  tartre,  s.  salt  of  tartar,  G  3ia  '  Salt 
of  iariar,  carbonate  of  potash;  .  .  . 
first  prepared  from  cream  of  tartar ;  * 
Webster. 

Salowe,  adj.  sallow,  R.  355.  (But  read 
falowe.^ 

Salte,  adj.  def.  salt.  L.  146a. 

Salewe,  v.  salute,  I  407 ;  ^.  j.  B  1384 ; 
Salewed,/^.  F  1310. 

Saluing,  s.  salutadon,  A  1649. 

Saluwe,^tfr.  to  salute,  T.  iii.  1785 ;  Salued. 
I  //.  s.  L.  315. 

Salvacioun,  s.  salvation,  4. 3x3 ;  security. 
B2361. 

salve,  1.  salve,  cure.  T.  iv.  944 ;  //.  heal- 
ing remedies,  A  3713. 

Salwes,//.  willow-twigs,  osiers,  D  655. 

Samit,  /.  samite,  a  rich  and  glossy  silk 
material,  T.  i.  109;  robe  made  of  samite, 
R.  836,  873. 

SaniTi  <r>  song  (Northern),  A  4x70. 

SanflTWin,  s.  stuff  of  a  blood-red  colour. 

A  439. 
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Sanfirwyn,  adj.  veiy  ruddy,  A  2168 ;  blood- 

red,  A  333. 
Sans,  pri^.  without,  B  501. 
Ssphlres,  j.  p/.  sapphires.  B  3658. 
Sapience,  wisdom,  B  2184;  //.kinds of 

inieiligence,  G  338. 
Sarge,  s,  serge,  A  2568. 
Sarpulers,  s,  pi.  sacks  made  of  coarse 

canvas,  B  i.  p  3.  82.    Cf.  F.  strpilliirg. 
SarsineaBbe,   adj.  Saracenic,   R.  zi88. 

If  sarsinesske  can  be  taken  as  a  sb.,  it 

may  refer  to  sarsmi. 
Sat ;  pt.  J.  0/  Sitte. 
Satin,  s.  satin,  3.  253. 
Satisraccioun,  s.  penance,  I  87;  resti- 
tution, I  108. 
8auf,  ad;,  safe,  safely  kept,  G  950;   in 

safety,  4.  197. 
Sauf,  prep,  save,  except,  A  218a 
Saufly,  adv.  safely,  with  safety,  B  2373, 

4398. 

Saugrb,  pt.  s.  of  See. 

Saule,  s.  soul  (Northern),  A  4x87. 

Sauna,  prep,  without ;  somhs  fdilU^  with- 
out feiil,  certainly,  HF.  188,  429.     See 


Sauter,  s.  psalter,  R.  431. 

Sautrye,  s.  psaltery,  a  kind  of  harp,  A 

296.  3313.  3305*  H  268. 
Savacioun^  s.  salvation,  T.  ii.  381, 563 ; 

wUAouU  amy  savacioun^  without  saving 

any,  HF.  208. 
Save,  1.  sage  (the  plant),  A  3713. 
Save,  prep,  and  conj.  save,  except,  A  683 ; 

Save  your  grace,  by  your  leave,  B  3260. 
Saven,  ger.  to  save,  keep,  i.  117 ;  pr.  s, 

subj.  may  (He)  save,  A  3108;  /j^.  kept 

inviolate,  F  531. 
Save-iranie,  s.  safe-conduct,  T.  iv.  139. 
Saveour,  s.  saviour,  19.  x6. 
Saveren,  pr,  pi.  mind,  care  for,  1  82a 
Savinfire,  prejp,  except,  A  2838. 
Savortnge,  s.  taste,  I  907. 
Savorous,*  adj.  pleasant,  R.  84. 
Savory,  adj.  pleasant,  T.  i.  405. 
Savour,  s.  savour,  D  2196;  pleasantness, 

F  204;  pleasure,  10.  20;  smell,  G  887; 

scent,  R.  925;  interest,  T.  ii.  269;  //. 

odours.  5.  274. 
Savoure,  v.  taste,  D  171 ;  pr.  pi,  mind, 

care  for,  I  820;  imp,  s,  have  relish  for, 

13.5- 
Savoured,  adj.  perfumed,  R.  547. 

Savourin^e,  s.  tasting,  I  9^9. 

Savourly,  adj.  enjoyfU)ly,  A  373$. 

Sawcefleem,  adj.  covered  witn  pimples 

(due   to   an  excess  of  humour  called 

taisa  phUgma) ,  A  625. 


Sawe,  s.  saying,  speech.  A  1163;  word, 

B  2925;  discourse,  G  691. 
Sawe,  Say;  see  See. 
Sayde,  said ;  see  Seye. 
Say  lours,  pi,  dancers  (who  leap  in  dano- 

ing) ,  R.  770.   '  SailUor,  ikUlUiir,  sauteur, 

danseur ; '  Godefroy. 
Scabbe,  s.  scab,  R.  553;   a  disease  of 

sheep,  C  358. 
Scalded,;^,  burnt,  A  3853. 
Scale,  s.  scale,  or  rather,  double  scale, 

for  measuring  both  by  umbra  recta  and 

umbra  versa,  A.  i.  12.  3. 
Scalle,  s.  scab.  8.  3. 
Scallea,  pp.  havmg   the   scall,  scabby, 

scurfy,  A  627. 
Scantitee,  s.  scantiness,  I  431. 
Soantnesae,  s.  scarcity,  1 420. 
Scapen,  v.  escape.  T.  v.  908. 
Scarlet-reed,  adj.  scarlet-red,  B  4351. 
ScarmlablnfiT,  <r.  skirmish,  L.  X9ia 
Scarmyche,  s.  skirmish,  T.  v.  1508. 
Scars,  adj.  parsimonious,  B  3789. 
Scaraetee,  s.  scarcity,  B  2790. 
Scaraly,  adv.  parsimoniously,  A  583. 
Scatered,/^.  scattered,  G  914. 
Scathe,  s.  scathe,  harm,  misfortune,  'a 

City,'  A  446:    Polymites  to  sc,  to  the 
arm  of  P.,  T.  v.  938. 
Scatbelea,  adv.  harmlessly,  R.  I5sa 
Science,  s.  science,  knowledge.  ^.  25; 

learned  writing,  B  1666;  wisdom,  I  229. 
Sclat,  s.  slate,  II.  34. 
Sclaundre,  s.  slander,  HF.  1580;   ill- 
fame,  disgrace,  E  722;  scandal,  I  137. 
Sclave,  s.  slave,  T.  iii.  391. 
Sclendre,  adj.  slender,  slight  in  make, 

A  587 ;  thin.  B  5147 ;  poor.  B  4023. 
Soochouna,    pi,    escutcheons,    painted 

shields,  R.  893. 
Scole,  s,  school,  B  1685,  1694;  manner, 

fashion,  A  125.  3329;  discipline,  T.  i. 

634 ;  '  the  schools ' ;  D  9186. 
Scole-mat^re,  s,  subject  for  disputation 

in  the  schools,  D  1272. 
Scoler,  s.  scholar,  A  26a 
Scolerlnff,  1.  young  scholar,  note  to  D 

44 ;  line  6. 
Scole-termea,  pL  school-terms,  E  1569. 
Scole  ward;      to     scoleward  »  toward 

school.  B  X739. 
Scoleye,  ger,  to  study.  A  302. 
Scoxnea,  s.  pi.  foam,  lather,  B  4.  m  7.  61. 

Lit. '  scums.' 
Score,  imp.  s.  notch,  cut,  mark.  B  1606. 
Scorkletn,  pr.  s.  scorches,  shrivels,  B  2. 

m  6.  28. 
Scorned,  //.  s.  3. 927 ;  jested  at,  B  4277. 
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Scominir,  s,  scorn.  T.  i.  105. 
Scorpion,  s.  £  2058;   sign  of  Scorpio, 

HF.  948. 
Scot,  a  horse's  name,  A  616,  D  1^3. 
Bcoursres,  s,pl,  whips,  plagues,  E  1157. 
ScoTirginflT,  s.  correction,  4.  42. 
Sorippe,  s,  scrip,  bag,  D  1737. 
Scripture,  j.  writing,  inscription  (on  a 

ring),  T.  iii.  1369;   passage  of  writing, 

L.  1 144;  //.  manuscripts,  A  2044. 
Scrit,  J.  writing,  deed,  E  1697 ;  T.  ii.  1x30. 
Sorivenlsh,  adv.  like  a  scrivener,  T.  ii. 

1036. 
Scrlveyn,  s.  scribe,  8.  i. 
Seche,  g^r.  to  seek,  i.  e.  to  be  sought  for 

(it  was  easily  had),  A  784;  to  seek  out, 

D909. 
Secree,  adj\  secret,  trusty,  5.  395 ;  secret, 

B  3251 ;  able  to  keep  secrets,  D  946. 
Secree,  adv.  secretly,  F  1109. 
Secree,  s.  a  secret',  B  331 1 ;   Secree  of 

secrees.  secret  of  secrets,  Lat.  Secreta 

Secretonim  (the  name  of  a  book),  G 

1447. 

Secreenesse,  s.  secrecy,  B  773. 

Secrely,  adv.  secretly,  E  763. 

Secte.  J.  sect,  company,  E  1171 ;  religion, 
faith  (lit. 'following O.F  17. 

Seculer,  s,  a  layman,  B  464a 

Sede,  V.  bear  seed,  7.  306. 

See,  s.  sea,  A  59 ;  ^i/e  see,  high  tide,  A. 
ii.  46. 4. 

See,  .t.  seat,  HF.  i46x ;  seat  of  empire,  B 
3339 ;  //•  seats,  HF.  121a 

See,  V.  see,  L.  2560 ;  ^er.  to  see,  look,  F 
366;  to  look  (upon),  3.  1 177;  as  jfuL 
shall  see,  4.  190;  Seestow,  seest  thou, 
HF.  911;  Say,  i  //.  5.  saw,  T.  v.  992; 
Say,  pt.  s.  saw,  B  4304;  Sey,  pt.  s.  B  i, 
7;  Seigh,  I  pf.  s.  saw,  A  193;  Seigh, 
pf.  s.  A  1066,  F  850;  Saugh,  i  //.  s. 
saw,  A  764;  pf,  s.  A  850,  1400;  Sy,pt.  s. 
G  1381 ;  Sawe,  2  pt.  s.  sawest,  B  848 ; 
Saugh,  2  pt.p/.  G  1 106  (with  ye)',  Sawe, 
pt.  pi.  B  218 ;  Seye,  pt.  pi.  saw,  T.  iv. 
'720;  Seycn,  pt.pl.  G  no;  Syen, //.//. 
B  2879,  4568;  Sye,  pt.  pi.  E  1804;  pr. 
s.  suhj.  may  (he)  behold  or  protect,  B 
156;  Sawe,  pt.  s.  subi.  were  to  see,  A 
144 ;  Seyn,  pp.  seen,  B  1863 ;   Seye,  pp. 

D  552. 
Seed-foul,  s.  birds  living  on  seeds,  5. 

5". 
Seek,  adj.  sick,  ill,  L.  2409,2436;  def.K 

424 ;  Seke,  def.  as  s.  man  in  a  fever,  5. 

104 ;  Seke,  pi.  A  18,  245. 
Seel  (i),  J.  bliss,  A  4239.    A.  S.  sal. 
Seel  (a),  J.  seal,  B  882. 


Seemlineeae,  s.  dignity  of  bearing,  L» 

X041. 
Seemly,  adj.  delicate,  pleasing,  12.  ix; 

seemly,  L.  2074. 
Seestow,  seest  thou.  HF.  911. 
Seet,  pt.  s.  sat   (fEdse  form,  due  to  pi. 

seten) ,  A  2075. 
Seetes,  pi.  seats,  A  2580. 
Seeth,  pt.  s.  seethed,  boiled,  E  237. 
Sefire,  s,  throne,  B  i.  p  4.  385 ;  siege,  L» 

1696. 
Seffffen,  \pr.fL  say,  T.  iv.  194. 
Selffh,  pt.  s.  Of  See. 
Sein,^^.;  Inat  is  to  sein,  that  is  to  say, 

A.  pr.  26. 
Selnte,  adj. /em.  holy,  D  1824. 
Selntuarie,  s.  sanctuary,  I  781 ;  a  conse* 

crated  object,  C  953. 
Seistow,  sayest  thou,  A  1125. 
Seith,  pr.  s.  says,  A  178. 
Seke ;  see  Seek,  adj. 
Seke,  V,  search  through,  B  60;  seek,  B 

1633;  ^*r.  A  13,  510;  to  seek,  i.  c.  a 

matter   for  search,  G  874;    Sekestow. 

seekest  thou,  T.  iii.  1455;  Seken  to,  ipr. 

pi.  press  towards,  2.  91 ;  2  pr.  pi.  search 

through,  B  127 ;  Soghte,  i  pt.  s.  sought, 

A.  ii.  45.  XI ;  pt.  s.  subj.  were  to  exarome, 

C488. 
Sekemes,  s.  security,  7.  345. 
Sekirly,  adv.  certainly,  L.  163  a. 
Selde,  adj.  pi.  few,  E  X46. 
Selde,   adv.  seldom.  A   1539,  B   2343; 

Selden,  B  2594;  Seld,  B  2343. 
Seled,  pp.  sealed,  B  736. 
Seles,  pi.  seals,  T.  iii.  1463. 
Selily,  adv.  happily,  B  2.  p  4.  96. 
Sellnesse,  s.  happiness,  T.  iii.  813. 
Selle,  s.  dat.  boarding,  A  3822.   A  Kenf^h 

form;    M.  E.  sulU^   sule;    A.  S.    syll. 

{Flore  =  ground  beneath  the  boards.) 
Selle,  V.  sell,  F  1563;  barter,  A  vjZ-,  for 

to  selle,  for  sale,  D  414 ;  to  selle,  for  sale, 

A  3821 ;   Solde,  pt.  s.  subj.  Were  to  sell, 

R.  452. 
Selly,  adj.  wonderful  (MSS.  sely),  HF. 

513.    A.  S.  selltc,  seldlic,  strange. 
Sely,  adj.  happy,  T.  iv.  503 ;  kmd,  4.  89 ; 

good,  B   1702;  holy,  B  682;   innocent, 

simple,  A  3404 ;  poor,  pitiable,  T.  i.  871 ; 

wretched,  A  3896;  hapless,  L.  1254, 1336. 

A.  S.  scelig. 
Seinblable,  adj.  like,  B  2294. 
Seinblaunce,  s.  likeness,  R.  425 ;  appear- 
ance. R.  145. 
Semblaunt,  s.  appearance,  semblance, 

look,  E  928,  F  516 ;  in  hir  s.,  apparently, 

R.  863. 
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Seme,  v.  appear,  seem,  F  loa;  ger.  to 
seem  (to),  T.  i.  747 ;  pr,  fl.  F  869 ;  /A  J. 
(there)  seemed.  A  9970;  impers.  (it) 
•  seemed,  A  39.  £  296;  him  semed,  it 
seemed  to  them,  they  supposed,  F  56; 
the  peple  semed  =  it  seemed  to  the 
people,  the  people  supposed,  F  aox. 

Semellhede,  s,  seemliness,  comeliness, 
R.  1x30;  gracefiilness,  R.  777. 

Semely,  ad/,  seemly,  comely,  A  751. 

Semely,  adv.  becomingly,  A  123. 

Semes,  s.  pi.  seams.  I  632. 

Semlcope,  s.  half-cope,  short  cope,  A  262. 

Semlnfir,  J.  appearance,  3.  944;  to  my  s., 
as  it  appears  to  me,  B  18^8. 

Semiaoun,  s.  half-sound,  1.  e.  suppressed 
sound,  A  3697. 

Senatorle,  s.  senatorial  rank,  B  3.  p  4. 93. 

Senatour,  j.  senator,  L.  584. 

Sencer,  s.  censer,  A  334a 

Sencingre,  pres.  pt.  censing,  perfuming 
with  incense,  A  3341. 

Sendal,  s.  a  thin  silk,  A  440. 

Sende,  v.  send.  B 144;  Sent,^.  j.  E 1151 ; 
Sende,  ^/.  s.  sent,  A  4136;  Sente,^/.  s. 
B  3927 ;  Sendeth,  fw^./A  send  ye,  C614 ; 
Sente,  pt.  s,  iubj.  would  send,  B  1091. 

Sene,  adj.  visible,  manifest,  apparent,  A 
134.  924,  F  645.  A.  S.  gesine,  ge^ne,  adj. 
evident,  visible. 

Sexie,^^r.  to  behold,  to  see.  L.  1034;  to 
look  at,  L.  2649;  to  look  on,  D  1245;  to 
seem,  L.  224;  on  to  sene^  to  look  on, 
L.  2425. 

Senffe,  v.  singe,  D  349 ;  Seynd,/^.  broiled, 
B  4035. 

Sensrle,  adj.  single,  unmarried,  E  1667. 

Senith,  5.  (x)  the  zenith,  A.  i.  18.  4,  22.  6; 
(2)  the  point  where  a  given  azimuth- 
circle  meets  the  horizon,  A.  i.  19.  12; 
the  point  of  sunrise,  A.  ii.  31.  13. 

SenBlbUltees,  s.  pi.  perceptions,  B  5. 
m  4.  8. 

Sensible,  adj.  perceptible  by  the  senses, 
B  5.  p  4.  212. 

Sent,  -e ;  see  Sende. 

Sentement,  s.  feeling,  iiancy,  T.  ii.  13; 
susceptibility,  T.  iii.  43 ;  passion,  L.  69. 

Sentence,  s.  meaning,  drift,  E  2288 ;  con- 
tents, C  190;  subject,  B  1753;  opinion, 
B  X 13.  3992;  decision,  5.  530;  meaning, 
sentiment,  instruction,  A  306, 798 ;  tenor, 
theme,  HF.  ixoo;  decision,  speech,  5. 
383;  judgement,  order,  I  X7;  verdict, 
G  366 ;  general  meaning,  I  58. 

Septemtrloun,  s.  north,  B  3657. 

Septentrional,  adj.  northern,  A.  ii.  40. 
50;  Septentrionalis, //.  A.  ii.  40.  36. 


Sepulore,  1.  tomb,  D  498. 

Sepulture,  s.  mode  of  burial,  T.  v.  299; 
burial,  L.  2553;  tomb.  A  2854. 

Serchen,  v.  search,  B  2597 ;  pr,  pi.  g«> 
about,  haunt,  D  867. 

Sereyns,  s.pl.  sirens,  R.  684. 

Serg-eaunt  of  the  Ijawe,  sergeant-at- 
law,  A  309. 

Serie,  x.  process,  alignment,  A  3067. 

Sermone,  ger.  to  preach,  speak,  C  879. 

Sermonlnff,  s.  argument,  A  3091;  talk, 

^  A  3597. 

Sermoun,  1.  discourse,  L.  2025 ;  T.  ii.  965 ; 
tale,  T.  ii.  1115 ;  pi.  writings,  B  87. 

Serrate,  s.  servitude,  thraldom,  A  1946, 
B368. 

Servant,  s.  lover.  A 1814 ;  servant,  D 1501. 

Servlaable,  adj.  willing  to  serve,  A  99; 
serviceable,  E  X911 ;  useful,  E  979. 

Servitour,  s.  servant,  D  2185. 

Servitute,  s.  servitude,  £  798. 

Servyse,  s.  service,  serving,  A  250 ;  reli- 
gious service,  T.  i.  315;  musical  per- 
formance, 3. 302. 

Sese,  pr.  s.  sum.  seize.  5. 481 ;  pp.  caught, 
4.  240*;  seised,  possessed,  T.  iii.  445. 

Sesoun,  s.  season,  F 1034 ;  prime,  R.  1678. 

Sestow,  seest  thou,  T.  iii.  46. 

Sete,  J.  seat,  throne,  B  3715,  I  162. 

Sete,  -n ;  see  Sitte. 

Sete^rale,  s.  zedoary,  setwall,  R.  1370. 
See  Oetewale. 

Sethe,  V.  seethe,  boil,  A  383. 

Sette,  ger.  to  set,  place.  L.  540;  settem 
a  myte,  care  a  mite,  T.  iii.  900;  Sette, 
I  pr.  s.  suppose,  T.  ii.  367 ;  B  2681 ;  Sette 
cas,  imagine  the  case,  B  3041 ;  2  pr,  pi, 
esteem,  T.  ii.  432 ;  Sette,  ipr.  s.  sufy'.  set, 
A  391 1 ;  Set, /r.  s.  setteth,  sets,  2,  loi; 
D  1982;  cares,  T.  iii.  832;  puts,  3.  635; 
Sette,  X  pt,  s.  counted,  regarded,  D  659 ; 
Sette  me,  placed  myself,  L.  115:  sette 
iro/ a  ierj,  accounted  not  worth  a  crcss^ 
A  3756;  Sette  at  nought,  counted  as 
nothing.  F  821;  Sette  him,  sat  down, 
C  207;  Sette  hir,  sat,  B  329;  Sette  her 
on  knees,  knelt  down,  B  638;  Sette  hem, 
seated  themselves,  L.  301 ;  C  775 ;  Setten 
hem  adoun,  set  themselves,  G  396 ;  Set, 
j^.  placed,  A  132.  2528 ;  put,  B  440 ;  set, 
K.  846 ;  appointed,  4.  52 ;  £  774 ;  wholly 
devoted,  6.  100;  wel  set,  seemly,  3.  828; 
set  the  wrightes  cappe  =  made  a  fool  of 
him,  A  3143;  Set,  imp.  s.  stake  (as  at 
dice) ,  T.  iv.  622. 

Seur,  adj.  sure,  B  2642,  2953. 

Seur,  adv.  surely,  T.  iii.  1633. 

Setirly,  adv.  surely,  B  2913. 
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Seurtee,  s.  surety.  A  1604,  B  243. 

flewe,  V.  follow,  25.  12;  ensue,  B  2619, 
2692:  pt,  J.  pursued,  B  4527. 

flewes,  s,  pi,  lit.  juices,  gravies;  used 
here  for  seasoned  dishes,  delicacies, 
F67. 

Sewing,  •dj,  oonformable.  in  proportion, 
similar.  3.  959.    Liu  '  following.' 

8ezte,  sixth,  HF.  1787. 

Sexteyn,  s.  sacristan,  B  3216. 

S^y*  ipt.s.ww,  3.  Z089;  Seyn,/^.  seen, 
B  172.  624.    See  See. 

Seye,  v.  say.  A  738 ;  to  be  told,  B  706;  to 
seyn,  A  284 ;  for  to  seye,  to  say.  A  468 ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  A  x8i ;  tAat  is  to  seyn^  A 
797;  Seistow,  sayest  thou,  B  zio;  as 
who  seytk,  like  one  who  says,  i.  e.  so  to 
speak,  T.  v.  883 ;  S^ggen.  i  pr,pL  say,  T. 
iv.  104 ;  Sevdestow,  saidest  thou.  G  334 ; 
Seydij^.  B  49;  Seycth,  imp,  pi,  say  ye, 
A  1868. 

Beyl,  J.  sail,  A  696, 3532. 

8eyn,^.  seen.  B  i8^,  4471. 

Seynd,  pp,  singed,  i.  e.  broiled.  B  403^. 

fieynt,  s,  saint,  9. 13x9;  S(iynt  {displume) , 
A  120,  509.  687,  D  1564 ;  Seynte,  saint 
{or  holy*),  A  1721. 

Seyst,  2  pr,  s,  sayest,  B  109;  Seystow, 
2  pr.  s,  sayest  thou.  A  3490. 

Shaar,  s.  a  plough-share,  A  3763. 

Shad,  -de ;  see  Shede. 

Shad  we,  s,  shadow,  B  7,  10;  shade,  3. 
Aa6 ;  scene,  B  2.  p  3.  89 ;  Shadowe,  re- 
flection, R.  1520. 

Shadwed,  pp,  shadowed,  shaded,  A  607. 

Shaft,  s.  wooden  part  of  an  arrow,  A 
X362 ;  pi.  shafts  of  spears,  A  2605. 

Shal,  I  pr,  s,  owe,  T.  iii.  1649 ;  owe  (to) ,  T. 
iii.  791;  shall  (do  so),  F  688;  must,  A 
8?3 ;  am  to  be,  2. 53 :  am  to  (go),  G  303; 
Shalt,  apr.s.  must  go,  D  1636;  Shaltow, 
9pr.  s.  shalt  thou,  A  3575;  Shal,  pr,  s, 
shall  be,  T.  v.  833;  is  to  be,  HF.  82; 
must,  is  to.  A  187 ;  must  (come) ,  T.  iv. 
Z106;  will, L.  1276;  must  (do so), R. 387; 
owes,  F  750 ;  Sholde,  i  pt,  s,  should, 
B  56;  ought  (to  have  done  so),  3.  zaoo; 
Sholdestow,  shouldst  thou.  zo.  60; 
wouldst  thou.  D  X944;  Sholde,  //.  s, 
should,  A  Z84 ;  ought  to,  B  44 ;  had  to, 
E  5x5 ;  was  to.  B  3891 ;  would,  B  3627 ; 
Shul,  I  pr,  pi.  must,  have  to,  B  351; 
must,  B  1900;  ShuUen,  2  pr,  pi,  shall, 
B  4652;  ShuUen^r. //.  must,  A  3014. 

Shale,  s.  shell,  HF.  X281. 

Shalmyes,  pi,  shawms.  HF.  X218. 

Shame,  s,  A  503 ;  Shame  of  his  decree, 
i.  e.  lest  it  should  shame  his  condition 


(as  husband).   F    75a;    Shames  deth, 
shamefol  death,  B  8x9,  £  2377. 

Shaznen,  v.  put  to  shame,  F  1565 ;  tJk^e 
skameth,  it  shames  thee,  thou  art 
ashamed,  B  xoi. 

Shamfaat,  adj,  modest,  shy,  A  2055,  C  55 ; 
shame-&ced,  ashamed,  R.  467. 

Shamfaatzieaee,  s,  modesty,  A  840 ;  sense 
of  shame,  I  985. 

Shap,  s,  A  1889 :  privy  member,  I  423. 

Bhapen,  v.  plan,  devise,  A  3403;  find 
means  (to  do),  A  800;  ;^.  s,  mtends,  L. 
za89;  Shape,  ^.  pi.  dispose,  B  2989; 
Sbapen  hem,  intend,  F  2x4 ;  Sh66p,  pt, 
s,  befel,  T.  ii.  61 ;  devised,  planned,  T.  i. 
207 ;  made,  gave,  L.  2569;  prepared  for, 
E 198 ;  plotted,  B  2543 ;  created.  E  903 ; 
contrived,  E  946;  Sboop  me,  ipt.  s,  reft. 
addressed  myself,  a.  20;  prepared  my- 
self, L.  z8o ;  Sboop  bim,  pt,  s,  rejl,  got 
ready.  L.  625;  determined,  F  809; 
Shop>en,  pt,  pi,  made  ready,  B  2995; 
Shapen,  pp,  determined,  A  zzo8;  des- 
tined, A  1392;  shaped,  L.  20x4 ;  planned. 
B  95X;  prepared,  B  249;  appointed,  B 
253 ;  disposed  (themselves),  B  142;  built, 
7.  357;  cut  out,  T.  iU.  734;  Shape,  pp, 
destmed,  ordained,  A  1225;  allotted,  T. 
ii.  282 ;  created,  B  3099 ;  imp,  pi,  reJL 
dispose  yourself,  B  2307. 

Shaply ,  iuU,  fit,  A  372 ;  likely,  T.  iv.  Z452. 

Sharpe,  adv.  sharply,  B  2073. 

Shave,  v,  shave,  A  3326;  Shaven,  >^.  cut 
smooth,  R.  941 ;  Shave,  pp,  shaven,  A  588. 

ShaThziTf  -f*  a  thin  slice,  G  1239. 

Shawe,  s,  wood,  A  4367,  D  X38iS. 

She,  she,  A  446;  She  . . .  she,  one  wodub 
and  another,  T.  ii.  X747. 

She^pe,  s,  female  ape,  I  424. 

Shedeth,  pr,  s,  sheds,  1 577 ;  Shedde,//.  s, 
shed.  B  3447 ;  Shadde,  pt,  s,  poured,  B 
3921 ;  Shad,/^.  distributed,  B  x.  m  x.  x8. 

Sheef,  s.  shear,  A  X04;  Sheves,  //.  HF. 
214a 

Sheep,  s,  a  sheep,  A  506;  a  meek  person, 
D432. 

Sheld,  s,  shield,  A  2x22;  pi,  French 
crowns  (coins  worth  3^.  4i£),  A  278; 
Sheeld,^/.  B  X521. 

Shelde,/r.  s,  subj,  may  he  shield,  HF.  88. 

Shende,  v.  disgrace,  T.  iv.  X577 ;  ruin.  B 
927:  render  contemptible,  T.  v.  893; 
reproach.  T.  v.  xo6o;  destroy,  HF.  10x6; 
Shent./r.i.  ruins.  I  848;  defiles,  I  854; 
Shente,  pt,  s,  harmed,  injured,  B  403X; 
Shente,  pt,  s.  subj,  should  destroy,  T.  ii. 

?57:  Shent,/^.  spoilt,  T.ii.  37;  defeated, 
*,  65a ;  scolded,  B  X73X. 


iSiUfmxiBl  in^n. 


99 


Shendshipe,  s.  shame,  I  273. 

Shene,  adj.  bright,  A  115 ;  glistening,  R. 
X27:  iiair,  £  2528;  beautinil.  B  6^,  F 
1045.    A.  S.  scene,  scyne. 

Shene,  adv,  brightly,  4.  87. 

Shepe,  J.  hire.  1568.    See  Bhipe. 

fihepne,  s.  stable,  shed,  A  200a  A.S. 
scypen.    See  Shipnes. 

Shore,  s.  pair  of  shears,  A  2417. 

Shere,  ger.  to  shear,  cut,  B  3257. 

Sherln^-hokes,  //.  shearing-hooks,  con- 
trivances for  severing  ropes  in  a  sea- 
fight,  L.  64X. 

Blierte,  s,  shirt,  A  1566 ;  chemise,  T.  iv. 

Sliet, /^.  tf/Shette. 

Shete,  J.  sheet,  G  879 ;  pL  A  414a 

Sheten,  v.  shoot,  I  714;  Shetetb,  pr,  s. 

shoots,  R.  96a 
Slieter,  s,  as  adj.  fit  for  shooting  (lit. 

shooter),  5.  180. 
Shethe,  s.  sheath,  R.  2066. 
Shette,  V,  shut,  enclose,   T.  iii.  1549; 

shut,  close,  D  1141;  Shette,/^.  s,  shut, 

A  3499;  closed,  nstened  up,  T.  ii.  Z090; 

Shetten.  pt  pi.  shut  up,  enclosed,  T.  i. 

Z48 ;  Shet,  pp,  shut,  R.  529. 
Sheves,  pi  sheaves,  HF.  214a 
She  wetn,  pr.  s.  pretends,  appears,  B  2386 ; 

appears  as,  is  shewn,  A.  i.  7.  9. 
Sbifte,  V.  provide,  distribute,  ordain,  D 

104 :  assign,  G  278. 
Shilde,  pr.  s.  subL  shield,  T.    ii.  1019; 

defend,  B  2098 ;  forbid,  A  3427. 
Shimeriiifir,  s,  glimmer,  A  4297. 
Shine,  s,  shm,  A  386. 
Shined,  pL  s,  shone,  L.  219^ 
Ship,  s.  1. 16 ;  Shipe,  dal.  (mto  the)  ship, 

(into  the)  ark,  A  3540. 
Snipe,  s,  hire,  pay,  reward,  y,  193:  Shepe, 

hire,  I  568.    A«  S.  sci/fe,  stipendium. 
Shlpman,  s.  sailor,  skipper,  A  388. 
Shipnes,  //.  stables,  sheds.  D  871.    See 

Shepne. 
Shlrreve,  s,  sheriff,  A  359.    Lit.  '  shire- 
reeve.* 
Shlten,  pp.  defiled,  dirty,  A  504. 
Shittinfir,  s.  shutting,  R.  1598. 
Shlvere,  s.  thin  slice,  D  184a 
Shiveren,  pr,pl,  break,  A  2605. 
Sho,  shoe,  A  2^3. 

Shod,  pp,  provided  with  shoes,  HF.  98. 
Shode,  s.  parting  of  the  hair,  A  33x6 ;  the 

temple  01  the  head,  A  2007. 
Shof ,  pt  s.  pushed,  T.  iii.  487. 
Shoken,  ft.  pi.  shook,  R.  363. 
Sholder-bone,  s.  shoulder-blade-bone,  C 

350. 


Shonde,  1.  disgrace,  HF.  88 ;  B  2098. 
Shoo,  s.  shoe,  D  4912 :  Shoos,  //.  A  457 ; 

Shoon,//.  B  1922. 
Shoof,  //.  J.  I  p,  shoved,  pushed,  R.  534; 

pf.  s.  drove,  L.  2412. 
Shoon  (sh6<3n),^/.  o/Shoo. 
Shoon  (shddn),^/.  1.  i/Shyne. 
Shorn,  pp.  shaven,  B  3142. 
Shorte,  v,  shorten,   D    1261;    ia  shorte 

with  your  weye,  to  shorten    your  way 

with,  A  791. 
Shortly,  adv.  briefly,  A  30. 
Short-sholdred,  adj.  short  in  the  upper 

arm,  A  549. 
Shot,  s.  a  missile,  B  4539 ;  arrow,  A  2544. 
Shot-wlndowe,  s.  a  window  containing 

a  square  division  which  opens   on   a 

hinge,  A  3^58, 3695. 
Shour,  s.  shower,  T.  iv.  751 ;  onset,  con- 
flict, T.  iv.  47;  pi.  assauhs,  T.  i.  470. 

Cf.  £. '  a  sAatoer  of  darts.' 
ShowvlniTi  s.  shoving,  pushing,  H  53. 
Shredde,  pt.  s.  shred,  cut,  E  227. 
Shrewe,  s.  scoundrel,  accursed  wretch, 

D  284;  shrew,  peevish  woman,  E  1222, 

2428;  planet  having  an  evil  influence, 

A  ii.  4. 54 ;  evil  one,  G  917. 
Shrewe,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  G  995. 
Shrewe,  i  pr.  s.  beshrew,  curse.  B  4616. 
Shrewed,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  L  1545 ; 

accursed,  D  54. 
Shrewedly,  adv.  cursedly.  D  2238. 
Shrewednesse,  s.  wickedness,  evil,  B 

272  X ;  cursedness,  D  734 ;  pi.  evil  deeds, 

Shime-fadres,  pi.  fiither-confesson,  D 

1442. 
Shriffhte,  //.  s.  shrieked,  A  28x7 ;  pp.  T. 

V.  320. 
Shrlmpes,  //.  small   creatures,  dwarfi* 

B3145. 
Shroud,  s.  robe,  R.  64. 

Shrouded,/^,  clad,  R.  55. 

Shryked,  pt.  pi.  shrieked.  B  4590. 

Shrykinff,  s.  shrieking,  T.  v.  382. 

Shryned,  pp.  enshrined,  C  955 ;  canon- 
ised (ironically),  2X.  15. 

Shryve,  rer.  to  confess,  I  129. 

Shulder-Doon,  s.  blade-bone.  I  603. 

Shuldres.  pi.  shoulders,  R.  328. 

Shull,  Shiillen,  Shulde ;  see  Shal. 

Shyne,  ger.  to  shine,  xa  62 ;  Sh5dn.  stro/ng 
pt.  s.  shone,  A  X98 ;  Shvnede,  weakpt.  s. 

'  shone,  L.  XX19;  Shined,  L.  2x94. 

Sib,  adj.  related,  akin,  B  256c. 

Sicamour,  s.  sycamore,  HF.  Z278. 

Sioer,  s.  strong  drink,  B  3245. 

Slffh,  X  pt.  s.  saw,  R.  8x8. 
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Siflrhte,  //.  J.  of  Syke. 
Sifirnet,  s.  signet-nn^,  T.  ii.  1087. 
Sifirniflaunce,  j.  signification,    R.  995; 

significance,  HF.  17;  prediction,  R.  16. 
SignificavU,  a  writ  of  excommunication, 

A  66a. 
8ik,  adj,  sick.  ill.  A  1600. 
Biker,  adJ,  sure,  A  3049,  B  4353;  safe, 

G  864;   certain.  G  X047;   sure,  steady, 

D  3069 ;  in  security,  17.  38. 
Siker,  adv,  uninterruptedly,  T.  iii.  1237; 

surely,  T.  ii.  991. 
Slkered,  fp.  assured,  L.  2128. 
Sikerer,  adj.  surer,  more  to  be  trusted, 

B4043. 
Slkerly,  adv,  certainly,  surely,  truly,  A 

137- 
Slkemesse,    s.   security,   safety,   confi- 
dence, B  425;  state  of  security,  T.  ii. 

773. 
Sikly,  adv,  ill,  with  ill  will,  E  625. 

Silver,  s.  money,  A  332,  713. 

Silver,  adt.  silvery,  A  1496. 

Similitude,  s,  comparison;  hence,  pro- 
position, statement,  G  431;  sympathy, 
likeness.  F  480 ;  one  like  himself,  A  3238. 

Simphonye,  s.  a  kind  of  tabor,  B  2005. 

Simple,  adj.  modest,  R.  1014;  innocent, 
3.  861. 

SlxnpleBse,  s.  Simplicity  (personified), 
R.  954. 

Sin,  conj,  and  adv.  since,  4.  273. 

Sinsre,  v.  sing,  A  236 :  Singestow.  singest 
thou,  H  244;  Song,  ipt.  s.  sang,  3. 1158 ; 
Songe,  2  pt.  s.  didst  sing,  H  294 ;  Song, 
pt  s.  A  1055 ;  Songen,/A//.  sang,  F  55 ; 
Songe,  pt.  s.  subj.  were  to  sing,  3.  929 ; 
Songen,  pp.  sung,  T.  v.  645 ;  Songe,  pp. 
A  266 ;  recited,  T.  v.  1797. 

Singrularltees,  5.  pi.  separate  parts,  par- 
ticulars. B  5.  m  3.  45. 

Singruler,  adj.  particular,  B  2.  p  7.  64; 
single,  I  300;  a  single,  G  997;  private, 
B  2625 ;  sinjrular  profyie,  special  advan- 
tage, HF.  310. 

Sinriilerly,  adv.  singly,  B  4.  p.  6. 77. 

Sinne,  s.  sin.  A  561. 

Sin'wes,  s.fl.  sinews,  I  690. 

Slppe,  V.  sip,  taste,  D  170. 

Sire,  sir,  my  master,  A  355;  Sires,  gen. 
sire's,  father's,  i.  c.  Saturn's,  E  2265. 

Sis  cink,  i.  e.  six-five,  a  throw  with  two 
dice,  B  125. 

Sisoures,  pi.  scissors.  HF.  690. 

Sit,  pr.  s.  sits ;  see  Sitte. 

Site,  s.  situation,  HF.  1x14 ;  E  199. 

Sith,  conj.  since,  A  930;  Sith  that,  since, 
F  930,  H  I30. 


Sitb,  adv.  afterwards,  C  869;  then,  1^ 
302. 

Sithen,  conJ.  since,  B  2947;  Sithen  that» 
since,  A  2102. 

Sithen,  adv,  since,  ago,  A  1521;  since 
then,  R.  1641;  since,  T.  iii.  244;  after- 
wards, A  2617 ;  then,  next,  L.  304 ;  getom 
s.  a  greet  w^l,  a  great  while  ago,  L. 
427 ;  gon  s.  Icnge  wAyle,  long  ago,  T.  i. 
718. 

Sithes,  pi.  times,  A.  ii.  42. 9. 

Sitte,  V.  sit,  A  94 ;  Sit,  pr,  s.  sits,  dwells, 
A  1599.  3641;  befits,  suits,  B  1353;  is 
fitting,  T.  i.  246;  yvel  it  sit,  k  is  un- 
becoming, £  460;  Sat,  pt,  s,  sat,  A  469; 
affected,  T.  iv.  231;  suited,  L.  1735; 
became,  R.  750;  sat  on  knees,  knelt,  3. 
106 ;  hit  sat  me  sore,  it  was  very  painful 
for  me,  3.  1220;  T.  iii.  240;  Sect,  pt,  s. 
sat  (fiilse  form,  due  to  pi.  seten),  A  2075 ! 
Seten,  pt.  pi.  sat,  A  2893 ;  Sete,  //.  j. 
subj,  would  befit,  T.  i.  985,  ii.  117;  were 
to  sit,  3.  436 ;  was  sitting,  3.  501 ;  Sften^ 
pp.  sat,  D  420 ;  dwelt.  A 1452 ;  welsittinge, 
well  suited,  R.  986. 

Sittinffest,  sup.  adj.  most  fitting,  5.  551. 

Sive,  s.  sieve,  G  94a 

Sixte,  sixth.  D  45,  F  906. 

Skant,  adj,  scanty,  sparing,  niggardly,  i. 

175- 
Skarmieh,  s,  skirmish.  T.  ii.  611. 

Skars,  adj.  scarce,  9.  36. 

Skathe,  s.  harm,  iT.  iv.  307. 

Skile,  s,  reason,  cause,  HF.  736 ;  gret  sk.^ 

food  reason,  E  1152;  reasonable  claim, 
«.  1392;  //.  reasons,  arguments,  HF. 
8<^. 

Skilful,  adj,  reasonable,  L.  385 ;  discern- 
ing, B  1038. 

Skilfully,  adv,  reasonably,  with  reason,. 
G  ^30 ;  particularly,  4. 155. 

Sklunfire,  s,  reason,  B  4.  p  6. 155. 

Sklnketh,  pt.  s.  pours  out,  E  1722. 

Skippe,  ger.  to  skip,  jump,  T.  i.  218; 
V.  dance,  A  325^;  leap,  £  1672;  pass 
over.  L.  622 ;  Skipte,  pt.  s.  leapt,  F  1402. 

Skulle,  s,  skull,  A  3935, 4306. 

Skye,  s,  cloud,  HF.  1600. 

Slfi^e,  V,  assuage,  R.  317 ;  slacken,  abate,. 
F  841;  desist  (from),  E  705;  cease, 
E  137;  end,  £  802;  Slake  oComit,  L. 
619 ;  Slake, /r.  s.  subj.  grow  slack,  wane, 
T.  ii.  291 ;  Slakede,  //.  s,  subj,  should 
relax,  B  2.  m  8.  18. 

Slakke,  adj,  slow,  A  3901;  tie/,  slack, 
E  X849. 

Slakker,  adj.  pi,  slacker,  more  tardy, 
B  1603. 
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Siedea,  s,  pL  sledges,  vehicles,  B  4.  p  i. 
78.    ^X.dislecU 

Slee,  V,  A  661 ;  Sleen,^^.  to  slay,  A  ia22 ; 
Slee,  I  pr,  s.  as  fut.  shall  slay,  B  2002 ; 
Sleeth,/r.  J.  slays,  A  11 18;  Slowe,  a //. 
J.  didst  slay,  T.  iv.  506;  Slow,  pt,  s, 
slew.  B  6a/;  extinguished,  B  3922; 
Slough,  //.  s,  7.  56;  Slawe. /^.  slain, 
A  ^3;  Slawen,  //.  E  544;  Slayn,  pp, 
slain,  A  63. 

Sleep,  pf,  s.  of  Slepe. 

Sletire,  s,  slayer,  A  ^k'oSi 

Sleet,  /.  sleet,  L.  1220 ;  F*  135a 

Slelffh,  a4j,  sly,  artful,  A  3201. 

Slelffhly,  adv,  cunningly.  T.  v.  83. 

Sleiffhte,  s.  trickery,  T.  iv.  1459;  trick, 
B  2386;  sleight,  T.ii.  15x2;  contrivance, 
EXZ02;  plan,  £2131;  dexterity,  A  1948; 
cunning.  L.  1382 ;  skill,  G  867 ;  //.  plans, 
T.  iv.  1^51 ;  devices,  tricks,  E  2421. 

Slely,  aav,  slily,  i.  e.  skilfully,  A.  ii.  29. 20. 

Slex>e,  f .  sleep,  F  347 ;  on  sUpe,  asleep,  L. 
209. 

Slepe,  V,  sleep,  3.  3 ;  Slepestow,  sleepest 
thou,  A  4169 ;  Sleep,  i  pt.  s,  slept,  HF. 
119 ;  Sleep,  //.  j.  A  98 ;  Slepte,  wectk  pt 
s.  E  224 ;  Slepe,  pt.  pi.  3.  166, 177. 

SlepinfiT,  s.  sleep,  B  4202. 

Sleplngr-tyme,  s.  time  to  sleep,  6. 54. 

Slepy,  adj.  sleep-bestowing,  A  1387. 

Slew  the,  s.  sloth,  I  388. 

Sleye,^/.  sly,  subtle,  T.  iv.  972. 

Sleyly,  adv,  slily,  T.  ii.  1185;  subtly,  T. 
ii.  462. 

Slider,  adj.  slippery,  A  1264. 

SUfirhte,  5.  sleight,  cunning,  C  131. 

flUke,  adj.  sleek.  R.  542. 

Sttiiire-stones,  pi.  stones  from  a  sling, 
T.  iL  941. 

Sllxike,  ger.  to  slink,  T.  iii.  1535. 

Sllppe,  V.  slip,  L.  6^. 

Slit,/r.  J.  (>/Slyde. 

Slitten,  V.  pierce,  F  Z26a 

SUTere,  s.  a  slice,  portion,  T.  iii.  10x3. 

Slo,  5.  sloe,  R.  928 ;  Sloo,  A  3246. 

Sloffaxxlye,  s.  sluggishness,  sloth,  lazi- 
ness, A  1042. 

Slombrestow,  slumberest  thou,  T.  i.  730. 

Sloxnbry,  adj.  sleepy,  I  724. 

Sloxneringre,  s.  slumber,  T.  ii.  67. 

Slongr,  pt,  s.  threw,  flung,  H  306.  Pt  t. 
of  slingen. 

Sloo,  s.  sloe,  A  3246;  Slo,  R.  928. 

Sloppes,  s.  pi.  loose  ^^arments,  I  422. 

SloufiTh,  s.  slough,  mire,  H  64. 

Slougrb,  //.  s.  slew,  A  980;  see  Slee. 

Slouthe,  s.  sloth.  T.  ii.  959. 

Slow,  5.  slough,  D  1565 ;  Slough,  H  64. 


Slow,  pt.  s.  of  Slee. 

Slowh,  //.  s.  slew,  B  4.  m  7. 43. 

SlU8rfir7f  adj.  sluggish,  I  706. 

Sluttisli,  adj.  slovenly,  G  636. 

Sly,  adj.  L.  1369;  sly  (one),  A  3040;  Slye, 


def.\MXiTL\ti%,  crafty,  7. 48 ;  skil 


t\ 


1040;  :5lye, 
fill,  F  672; 


ft.  artfully  contrived,  F  230. 
Slyde,  V.  slide,  T.  v.  351 ;  pass,  go  away, 

E  82,  F  924 ;  Slit,  pr.  s.  passes  away,  5. 

3;  G  682;    Slydinge,  pres.  pt.  as  adj. 

moving,  i.  e.  unstable,  T.  v.  825. 
Slyk  (^SlykePJ,  adi.  sleek,  D  351. 
Slyk,  adj.  such  (Northern),  A  4130, 4170. 
Slyljr,  adv.  sagaciously,  A  1444. 
SmeJ,  adj.  small,  A  153 ;  a  smal,  a  little, 

6.  X13. 
Sxnal,  adv.  little,  D  592;   but  smal,  but 

little,  F  71 :  high  (of  musical  notes) ,  12. 

XI. 

Smalish,  adj.  smallish,  R.  826. 
Smart,  adj.  brisk  (said  of  a  fire),  G  768. 
Sxnatre,  pr.  pi.  refl.  taste  slightly,  I  857. 
Smert,  adj.  smart,  quick,  R.  831 ;  brisk, 

G  768 ;  //.  painful,  3.  507. 
Sznerte,  s.  pain,  smart,  F  480,  856,  974 ; 

anguish,  A  3813. 
Smerte,  adv.  smartly,  sharply,  A  149; 

sorely,  E  629. 
Sxnerte,  ger.  to  smart,  L.  502 ;  Smert,  pr. 

s.  pains  (me),  1. 152;  Smerte, /r.  s.subj. 

(it)  may  pain,  A  1394;    Smerte,  pt.  s. 

felt  pain,  T.  ii.  930;  Smerte,  pt.  s.  subj. 

impers.  (it)  might  give  pain  to,  A  230. 
Sxnlt,  -en ;  see  Smyte. 
Smithed,  pt.  s.  forged,  A  3762. 
Smltted,  pp.  smutted,  i.  e.  besmirched, 

sullied  with  dishonour,  T.  v.  1545. 
Smoldnfir,  pres.  pt.  reeking  with  incense 

or  perfiime,  A  2281. 
Smokleas,  adj.  without  a  smock,  E  875. 
Smoky,  adj.  smoke-like,  T.  iii.  628. 
Smoot,  ft.  s.  of  Smyte. 
Smoterliche,  adj.  smirched  in  reputa- 
tion. A  3963. 
Smothe,  adj.  smooth,  A  69a 
Smothe,  adv.  smoothly,  A  676. 
Smyler,  s.  smiler,  flatterer,  A  1999. 
Smyte,  V.  strike,  A  1220;    Smyten  of, 

smite    off,    L.    18 17;    Smyteth,   pr.   s. 

knocks,   L.  393;    Smit,  pr.   s.   smites, 

E  122;  Smdot,  pt.  s.  smote,  struck,  A 

149;  Smiten,/>^.  struck,  T.  ii.  1145. 
Snewed,//.  s.  abounded,  A  345. 
Snibben,  v.  reprove,  chide,  nt.  'snub,' 

A  523 ;  pp.  reprimanded,  A  4401. 
Snorteth,/r.  s,  snorts,  A  4163 ;  pt.  s.  was 

drawn  together  (as  in  sniffing),  R.  157. 
Snow,  s.  R.  558;   argent   (in  heraldry). 


^ 
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white,   B   3573:  //.  snow-storms,  HF. 

Q07> 

Snowlah,  adj.  snowy,  white,  T.  iii.  1350. 
So,  adv,  so,  A  10a ;  such,  B  2905 ;  in  such 

a  way,  such,  T.  iii.  1579 ;  so,  i.  e.  pray 

(with  verb  in  subj.  mood),  T.  iii.  1470; 

So  as,  as  well  as,  as  &r  as,  4.  i6x;  so 

have  I  Jcye,  as  I  hope  to  have  bliss,  3. 

1065. 
So,  conj.  provided  that,  L.  1319;  So  as, 

whereas,  B  4.  p  3.  40 ;  So  that,  provided 

that,  C  186. 
Sobrely,  adv,  gravely,  F  1585;  Soberly, 

sadly,  with  a  melancholy  look,  A  389. 
Sobrenease,  s,  sobriety,  I  834. 
Socour,  succour,  help,  A  910,  F  1357 ;  do 

yow  s.,  help  you,  4.  292. 
Socouren,  v.  aid,  T.  iii.  1264. 
Socours,  s.  help,  L.  1341. 
Soden,  /^.  sodaen,  boiled,  I  900. 
Sodein,  adj.  prompt,  forward,  T.  v.  X024. 
Sodelnly,  adv.  suddenly,  F  1015. 
Softe,  ad/,  soft,  A   153;  gentle,  slow,  B 

399 ;  mifd,  D  1412. 
Softe,  adv.  softly,  A  2781 ;  gently,  C  252; 

tenderly,  B  275 ;  timicily,  3.  1212. 
Softely,  adv.  softly,  F  636;   quietly.  G 

408 ;  in  a  low  tone,  L.  2126. 
Softneth,  /r.  s.  assuages,  L.  5a 
Sojoume,  v.  dwell,  T.  v.  1350;  tarry,  R. 

381;  remain,  D  987. 
Soken,  s.  toll,  A  3987.    A.  S.  socn. 
Sokinffly,  adv.  gradually.  B  2766.    *So- 

kyngly,    uUm    quod    esyly';     Prompt 

Parv. 
Sol,  Sol  (the  sun),  G  826. 
Solas,  5.  amusement,  A  798;    solace,  I 

206 :  comfort,  F  802 ;  consolation,  T.  ii. 

460;  relief,  B  1972;  diversion,  B  1904; 

pleasure,  B  3964;  playfulness,  R.  844; 

joy.  T.  i.  31 ;  ease.  L.  1966. 
Solde,//.  J.  <?/Selle. 
Solempne,  adj.  festive,  grand,  E  1125; 

cheerful,   A    209;    important,   A   364; 

illustrious,  B  387 ;  superb.  F  61 ;  public, 

I  loa. 
Solempnely,    adv.     pompously,    with 

pomp,  A  274. 
Solempnltee,  s,  pomp,  A  870;  outward 

show,  C  X14 ;  due  ceremony,  E  1709. 
Soleyn,  adj.  sole,  solitary,  3.  982;    un- 

mated.  5.  607,  61^. 
Solstldotin,  s.  the  solstice,  or  point  of 

the  ecliptic  most  remote  from  the  equa- 
tor, A.  i.  17.  9. 
Bom  (sum),  indef.  from,  some,  A  640,  B 

X182;  one,  a  certain  man,  G  922;  one, 

3-  305:  another,  5.  476;  som  skrewe  is, 


some  one  (at  least)  n  wicked,  G  995; 

Som  . . .  som,  one  . . .  another,  A  3031 ; 

Somme,  //.  some,  B  2x39;    some  (of 

them).  L.  1050. 
Somdel,  adv.  somewhat.  B  401Z ;  a  little, 

L.  1183;  in  some  measure,  A  3911. 
Soxner,   j.   summer,   A   394;    Someres 

fame,  summer-game,  athfedc  exhibition, 
)648. 

Soxner-sesoun,  x.  spring,  early  summer. 
B  3.  p  8. 43. 

Soxxixne,  pi.  some,  T.  iv.  995 ;  see  Soxn. 

Soxxixne,  s,  sum.  F  1220;  chief  point, 
upshot,  L.  Z559;  pL  sums  of  money. 
B  1407.  G  675. 

Soxxme,  v.;  see  Soxnpne. 

Somnour,  s,  summoner,  apparitor,  a» 
officer  who  summoned  dehnquents  be- 
fore the  ecclesiastical  courts.  A  543. 

Soznonoe,  s.  summons,  D  1586. 

Sompne,  v.  summon,  D  1577 ;  Sorone.  v. 
D  1347. 

Soxnpnolenoe,  s.  somnolence.  I  706. 

Soxntyme,  adv.  once.  A  65,  85;  sonne- 
times,  B  1667 ;  some  day,  B  iia 

Sond,  s.  sand,  B  509, 4457. 

Sonde,  s.  message.  B  388.  1049;  >d<li>^> 
I  625;  gifts,  B  1049;  visitation,  B  760, 
826;  trial,  B  902;  message  {or  messen- 
ger), G  525. 

Sonded,  pp.  sanded.  T.  ii.  822. 

Sondry,  adt.  various,  A  14.  25. 

Soxie  (suna),  s.  son,  A  79.  336. 

Soxie,  adv.  soon.  A  1022 ;  speedily.  D  X264. 

Soxie-in-lawe,  s.  son-in-law.  E  315. 

Sonest,  adu,  superl.  soonest.  B  3716. 

Sonff,  -e,  -exi ;  see  Singe. 

Sonne,  i.  sun.  A  7,  3a 

Sonne-beexn,  s.  sunbeam,  D  868. 

SonnlBh,  adj.  sun-like,  golden,  T.  iv.  736^ 
816. 

Soor,  s.  sore,  wound,  A  1454. 

Soor,  adj.  wounded,  grieved,  A  9695; 
sore,  F  157X ;  sad.  T.  v.  630. 

Soot,  J.  soot,  an  emblem  of  bitterness,  T. 
iii.  1194. 

Sooth,  adj.  true,  L.  14 ;  or  adv,  truly,  C 
636. 

Sooth,  s.  truth,  A  284;  Sothe,  G  66a: 
Sothe.  dot.  B  1939. 

Soothfastnesae,  1.  truth,  B  4518. 

Soothly,  adv.  truly,  A  117. 

Sooty,  adj.  begrimed  with  soot,  B  409a. 

Sop,  J.  sop  (of  toasted  bread),  E  xa4^; 
Sop  in  wyn,  wine  with  bread  soaked  m 
it,  A  334. 

Soper,  s.  supper,  A  348 ;  Sopeer,  F  X189. 

Sophlatrye,  1.  evil  cunning,  L.  137. 
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Sophy  me,  s.  a  sophism,  trick  of  logic,  E 

S ;  //.  deceits,  F  554. 
Sore,  adv,  sorely,  A  148 ;  ^arso  sore,  bore 

so  ill,  £  85. 
Sore,  ^er,  to  soar,  HF.  531;  to  mount 

aloft,  F  X23. 
Sorer,  adv.  more  sorely,  L.  503. 
Sorest,  adv.  most  sorely,  5.  404. 
Sormounte,  ^er,  to  surpass,  R.  667 ;  pr, 

s.  rises  above,  T.  iii.  1038. 
Sort,  s.  lot,  T.  ii.  1754;  destiny,  chance, 

A  844;  kind,  A  4381;  divination,  T.  i. 

76. 
Sorted,//,  s.  allotted,  T.  v.  1827. 
Sorwe,  s,  sorrow,  grief,  A  951;   mourn- 
ing, B  2171;   sympathy,  compassion,  F 

422 ;  wi/A  sorwe,  with  ill  luck  to  you,  D 

308. 
Sorwestow,  thou  sorrowest,  B  x.  p  6. 

Zo;  pr.s.lSK;  pr.pl.  A  2824. 
Sorweful,  aS'.  sorrowful,  L.  1832. 
Sorwefullesie,  adj.  most  scrrowfiil,  E 

2098. 
Sorwefully,  adv.  sadly,  A  2978. 
SorwlnfiTy  s.  sorrow,  3.  606. 
Sory,  adf.  sorrowful,  mournful,  A  2004, 

2010 ;  sad.  B  2899 ;  unlucky,  B  1949 ;  ill, 

C  876 ;  miserable,  H  55. 
Sory,  adv.  sorely,  B  2.  p  4.  100. 
Soeter,  s.  sister,  A  3486. 
Sote,  ad/,  sweet,  A  x,  B  2348. 
Sote.  adv.  sweetly,  L.  2612. 
Sotel,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  x8.  43. 
Soteltee,  subtlety,  skill,  18. 77. 
Soth,  adf.  true,  B  169 ;  Sooth,  L.  14. 
Sothe,  s.  tnith.  A  845.    See  Sooth. 
Sother,  adj.  comp.  truer,  G  214. 
Sothfastnesse,  s.  truth,  B  2365;    cer- 
tainty, I  380. 
Sothly ,  adu.  verily,  sooth  ly,  A.  pr.  23. 
Soth-aawe,   s.  true  saymg.  truth,  HF. 

2089;  pi.  HF.676. 
Sotil,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  L.  1556,  2559 ; 

subtly  woven,  A  1054;  thin,  A  2030. 
SotUly,  adv.  skilfully,  R.  1119;  cleverly, 

R.  772. 
Sotted,  adj.  besotted,  befooled,  G  1341. 
Souded,  pp.  confirmed.  B  1769. 
Souffht,  -e;  see  Seke. 
Souke,  ger.  to  suck,  A  41^7 ;  to  embezsle, 

A  4416 ;  pp.  been  at  the  breast,  E  450. 
Soul,  adj.  sole,  single,  E  2080. 
Soule,  s.  souU  A  656, 781. 
Sotilfre,  s.  sulphur,  HF.  1508. 
Soun,  s.  sound,  musical  sound,  A  674,  E 

271;  vaunt,  L.  267;  pi.  sounds,  A  25x2. 
Sound,  adj.  unhurt,  L.  1619 ;  //.  in  strong 

health,  T.  iii.  1526. 


Sounde,^^n  to  heal,  make  sound,  7. 243 ; 
v.  heal,  R.  966. 

Soune,  ger.  to  sound,  to  utter,  T.  il  573; 
imitate  in  sound,  speak  alike,  F  105; 
Sounen,  v.  sound,  hence,  tend,  redound^ 
T.  i.  1036;  Souneth,  pr.  s.  tends  (to- 
wards),  relates  (to),  T.  iii.  14 14;  is  con- 
sonant (with),  B  3x57;  makes  (for),  H 
19s ;  Sounen,  pr.  pi.  tend,  I  io68 ;  pt.  x. 
inclined,  T.  iv.  1676;  pres,  pt.  accordant 
with,  in  agreement  with,  A  275;  Soun- 
inge  in,  tending  to,  A  307. 

Souned ;  beste  s.,  best-sounding,  T.  ii.  1031. 

Soupe,  V.  sup,  T.  ii.  944. 

Souper,  s.  supper,  T.  ii.  947. 

Souple,  aify'.  pliant.  A  203. 

Soordeth,  pr.  s.  arises,  I  475. 

Soure,  adj.  bitter,  cruel,  B  i.  p  4.  88. 

Soure,  adv.  sourly,  bitterly,  B  2012. 

Soures,  s.  pi.  sorrels,  bucks  of  the  third 
year,  3.  429. 

Sourmounteth,  pr.  s.  surmounts,  rises 
above,  T.  iii.  1038. 

Sours,  s.  source,  origin,  T.  v.  X591 ;  E  49 ; 
a  springing  aloft,  HF.  544;  swift  ui>- 
ward  flight,  D  1938,  1941. 

Souter,  s.  cobbler,  A  3904. 

Soutlltee,  1.  device,  D  576. 

Souveuance,  s,  remembrance,  24.  X4. 

Soveraynetee,  s.  sovereignty,  E  XX4,  F 
75 X ;  supremacy,  D  8x8. 

Soveresni,  adj.  supreme,  very  high,  A  67 ; 
chief,  B  3339 ;  sovereign,  D  X048 ;  supe- 
rior, A.  li.  28.  39  (a  technical  term, 
applied  to  the  western  signs  of  the 
zodiac)  ;  as  s.  lord,  x.  69 ;  master,  G  590; 
Sovereyne,  fem.  5.  422 ;  Sovereyns,  pL 
superiors,  I  392, 402. 

Sovereyuly,  cuiv.  royally,  B  2462 ;  chiefly, 

B  4552- 
Sovereyntee.  s.  supremacy,  D  X038. 

Sowdan,  s.  sultan,  B  ,177. 

Sowdanesse,  t.  sultaness.  B  358. 

Sowe,  V.  sew  up,  T.  ii.  1201,  1204;  pp. 

sewn,  A  685. 
Sowen,  V.  sow,  B  1x82:  Sowen,  pp.  R. 

1617;  Sowe,>^.  T.  i.  385. 
Sowie,  s.  soul,  life,  T.  n.  1734. 
Sowled,  pp.  endued  with  a  soul,  G  329. 
Sowne,  V,  sound,  play  upon,  A   565; 

sound,   T.   iii.    189;    Sowneth,  fr.    s. 

sounds,  I  160;  signifies,  A.  i.  21.  02;  pr, 

pi.  play,  F  270;   Sowneth,  pr,  pL  tend 


Space, 

A  87;  while,  C  239;  opportunity,  spare 
time,  A  35 ;  course.  A  176. 
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Spak,//.  s,  spake.  A  XJ24;  see  Speke. 
Span,  //.  s.  spun,  L.  176a. 
Spanne,  s.  span,  A  155. 
Span-newe,  ad/\  span-new,  T.  iii.  1665. 

Lit. '  newly  spun.' 
Spare,  v,  spare,  refrain,  A  193 ;  cease,  5. 

699 ;  p^.  passed  over,  L.  9603. 
Sparhauk,  s.  sparrow-hawk,  B  1957. 
Sparlngre,  s.  moderation,  I  835. 
Sparkle,  1.  small  spark,  B  2095. 
Sparow,  J.  sparrow,  5. 351. 
Sparre,  j.  wooden  beam,  A  990, 1076. 
Sparth,  s.  battle-axe,  A  3520. 
Sparwe,  s.  sparrow,  A  6a6. 
Spasniel,  s.  spaniel,  D  267. 
Spece,  s.  species,  sort,  I  407 ;  //.  kinds,  A 

3013,  I  865. 
Sx>ecne,  s.  speech,  L.  1084 ;  discourse,  A 

307;  talk,  A  783,  D  1020;   address,  3. 

1131 ;  oratory,  F  104. 
Special,  adj.  special;    in  special,  espe- 

ciallv,  in  particular,  A  444,  1017. 
Spectacle,  J.  eye-glass,  D  1303. 
Spede,  ger.  to  succeed,  C  134 ;  Spede  me, 

V,  be  quick,  5.  385 ;   Spede,  pr,  s.  subj. 

speed,  prosper,  A  ^69;    Spedde,  pt,  s. 

hastened,  moved  quickly,  A  36^9 ;  made 

to  prosper.  B  3876 ;  pt.  s.  reji,  hasted,  A 

1317 ;  I  pt.  s.  refi.  L.  300 ;  pp.  terminated. 

determined,   5.    loi;    accomplished,   G 

357. 
Speed,  s.  help,  T.  ii.  9 ;  success,  T.  i.  17 ; 

/or  comune  spede,  for  the  good  of  all,  5. 

507. 
Speedful,  adj.  advantageotis,  B  737. 

Speere,  s.  sphere,  F  1283. 

Speke,   V.    speak,   3.   853;    Spekestow, 

speakest  thou.  G  473 ;    Spak,'  i  pt.  s. 

spake.  L.  97 ;  pt.  s.  3.  503 ;  Speken,  pt.pl. 

3'  350;  Spaken  (Setter  Speken),//,  pi. 

spake.  T.  i.  565 ;  Speke,//. s,  subJ.  might 

speak,  T.  ii.  1x19;  Spoken,/^.  A  31. 
Spekhxff,  s.  speech-making,  oratory.  5. 

488 :  speaking.  H  335. 
Spelle,  s.  dat.  a  story.  B  3083. 
Spence,  s.  buttery.  D  1931. 
Spending'-eUver,   s.   silver    to    spend, 

money  in  hand,  G  ioz8. 
Spere,  s.  spear,  A  Z14;  as  nigh  as  men 

may  casten  with  a  spere,  a  spear's  cast, 

!1F.  1048. 
Spere,  s.  sphere,  orbit,  4.  137;  16.  xi. 
Sperhauk,  s.  sparrowhawk,  B  4647. 
Sperrne,  s.  seed.  B  3199. 
Sperred,/^.  barred,  T.  v.  53X. 
Spete,  V.  spit,  T.  ii.  x6x7;  Spetten,//.  //. 

I  370. 
Spewe,  V.  vomit,  B  2607. 
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Spewinff,  s,  vomit,  I  ia8. 

Spicerye,  s.  mixture  of  spices,  B  3043. 

Spille,  V.  spill,  drop,  T.  v.  880;  kill,  L. 
1574;  destroy,  ruin,  E  503;  perish,  d. 
131 ;  ger.  to  destroy,  T.  v.  588;  to  sp. 
labour,  to  lose  labour,  H  153:  d<fth  vie 
sp.,  causes  me  to  die,  6.  14;  SpiUesfow 
teres,  lettest  thou  tears  £all  (Lat  manas) , 
B  X.  p  4. 4 ;  >^.  killed,  B  857 ;  lost.  1. 180 ; 
ruined.  D  161 1 ;  confounded,  D  388. 

Spirit,  s.  A  2809:  Spirites,  the  (four) 
spirits  in  alchemy  (sulphur,  sal  ammo- 
niac, quicksilver,  arsenic),  G  8ao;  vital 
forces,  3.  489. 

SpitOTlB,  adj.  malicious,  R.979;  inhospi- 
table, 22. 13. 

Spitously,  adv.  spitefully,  D  3^;  vehe- 
mently, A  3476. 

Spoke,  //.  0/  Speke. 

Sponne,  9  pt.pl.  did  spin,  T.  iii.  734. 

Spoon,  J.  spoon,  F  603;  Spones,  //.  C 
908. 

Spore,  s.  spur,  A  3603 ;  fl.  A  473. 

Spome,  ger.  to  spurn,  kick,  13. 11 ;  //.  s. 
spurns,  treads,  T.  ii.  797 ;  //.  j.  tripped 
himself  up,  A  4280. 

Spot,  s.  defect,  E  2x46. 

Spousedllef  s.  espousal,  wedding,  £  115, 
180. 

SpoTised,  //.  wedded,  E  3,  386. 

Spouted,  pp.  vomited,  B  487. 

Sprayned ;  see  Sprinffen. 

Sprede,  v.  spread,  open.  4.  4 ;  ger,  to  ex- 
pand, R.  1679 ;  Spradde,  //.  s.  spread,  £ 
418,  722;  covered,  7.  40;  Sprad,  //. 
spread.  A  2903;  dispersed.  3.  874; 
Spradde,  pp.  pi.  wide  open,  T.  iv.  1433. 

Spreynd;  see  Sprinsren, 

Springr,  s.  dawn,  A.  ii.  6.  6 ;  first  growth, 
R-  834 ;  //.  merry  dances,  HF.  1235. 

Springre,  strong  v.  spring  up.  grow,  A 
3018;  rise,  B  4068;  spread  abroad,  7. 74 ; 
spring,  be  carried,  L.  7x9;  ger.  to  rise 
(as  the  sun),  A  3533;  to  dawn,  A  822;  to 
arise,  I.  133:  Sprang,  //.  J.grew  up.  R. 
1425 ;  Sprong,  //.  s.  spread  out,  R.  1704 ; 
Spronge,  pp.  become  famous,  A  1437 ; 
prown.  L.  1054;  spronge  amis,  alighted 
m  a  wrong  place,  HF.  2079. 

Sprlnffen,  toeah  v.  sprinkle,  scatter, 
sow  broadcast,  B  1183;  Spreynd,  pp. 
sprinkled,  B  422,  1830;  Sprayned,  pp. 
B  2.  p  4.  132.    A.  S.  sprengan, 

Springrers,  s.pl.  sources,  origins,  I  387. 

SpringrinfiTi  -r.  source,  E  49. 

Spume,  V.  spurn,  kick,  F  616. 

Spyce,  s.  spice,  R.  1367, 1371 ;  //.  spicery, 
L.  izxo;  species,  kinds,  1  83.  102. 
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Spyoed,  pp.  spiced.  A  3378 ;  scrupulous, 

A  596.  D  435. 
Bpycerye,  s.  collection  of  spices,  mixture 

of  spices.  A  2935,  B  136. 
Spyr,  1.  spire,  shoot,  T.  ii.  1335. 
SquameB,  /.  pL  scales,  G  75^. 
Squaymoua,   adj.    squeamish,   sparing 

(except  rarely),  A  3337. 
Squiereth,  pr,  s.  attends,  accompanies, 

8qu£h9,  J.  a '  square.'  a  carpenter's  instru- 
ment for  measuring  right  angles,  D 
2090 ;  pi,  measuring-rules,  A.  i.  12.  3. 

Squyer,  s.  squire,  A  79. 

Stable,  adj.  abiding,  A  3004.  3009 ;  firm, 
3.  64V.  sure.  £  1499;  constant,  4.  281; 
steadfast.  F  871. 

Btablisaed,  pp  established,  A  2995. 

Stadie,  s.  race-course.  B  4.  p  3. 11. 

Staf,  s.  staff,  stick.  L.  2000;  (perhaps  a 

-  bed-staff) ,  A  4294,  4296 ;  Staves,  j^en,  of 
the  shaft  of  a  car,  7.  184. 

Staf-sUnffe,  s.  a  staff-sling,  sling  with  a 
handle,  B  2019. 

Stages,  //.  positions,  HF.  122. 

Stak,  pt.  s.  stuck,  T.  iii.  1372 ;  was  fsLSt- 
ened  on.  R.  458. 

Stakereth,/r.  s,  staggers,  L.  2687. 

Stal,//.  jr.  <>/ Stelen. 

Stalke,  s.  stalk,  A  1036;  piece  of  straw. 
A  3919;  Stalkes,//.  (Lat.  pa/mi/es) ,  B  x. 
m  6.  15 ;  stems.  T.  ii.  968 ;  uprights  of  a 
ladder.  A  3625. 

Stalke,  V.  creep  up  (to),  T.  ii.  519 ;  move 
stealthily,  L.  1781 ;  pr.  s.  walks  stealthily, 
A  1479 ;  moves  slowly,  A  3648. 

Stalle,  J.  da/,  ox-stall.  T.  v.  1469. 

Stamln,  s.  a  coarse  harsh  cloth,  tamine, 
tammy,  L.  2360 ;  I  1052.    O.  F.  estamine. 

8tanipe,^r.  pi,  bray  in  a  mortar,  C  538. 

Stanched,  pp.  staunched,  B  2.  p  2.  53. 

Stank,  s,  lake,  tank,  pool,  I  841.    £.  tank. 

Stant,  stands ;  see  Stonde. 

Stapen,  pp,  advanced,  B  401  z,  E  1514  {in 
MS.  E.). 

Stare,  s.  starling,  5.  348. 

Starf ,  pt,  s,  of  Sterve. 

Stark,  adj,  strong.  E  1458;  severe,  B 
3560. 

Startllnsr.  moving  suddenly.  L.  1204. 

Staunchen,  v,  satisfy,  B  3.  m  3.  3. 

Stede,  1.  place,  HF.  731 ;  in  stede  of,  in- 
stead of.  B  3308. 

Stede,  5.  steed,  A  2157. 

Stedfastnesse,  s,  constancy,  firmness, 
£  699 ;  stabiliw,  15.  7. 

Steer,  s.  bullock,  A  2149. 

Steked,  pp,  stuck,  L.  i6x  a. 


Stele,  i,  lit.  handle ;  i.  e.  the  (cool)  end, 

« -^,3785. 

Stelen,  v,  steal,  A  562;    Steleth,  pr,  s, 

steals  away,  B  21 ;  Stal.  pf.  s,  stole.  L. 

796;   came   (or  went)   cunningly.   HF. 

418 ;  went  stealthily,  B  3763 ;  stai  away, 

stole  away,  3.  381 ;  Stole,  pp.  stolen,  A 

2627. 
Stelllfye,  v,  make  into  a  constellation, 

HF.  586,  1002. 
Btemed,  pt.  s.  shone,  glowed,  A  202.  A.  S. 

stemoH, 
Stenten,  v.  leave  off,  A  903 ;  £er.  to  stay, 

A  2442 ;    V.  cease,  leave   on,  B   3925 ; 

Stente,  apr.  s,  subj,  cease,  18.61 ;  Stente, 

//.  s.  ceased,  stopped,  3.  154;  L.  1240; 

remained,   L.   821;    staved,  T.  i.  273: 

Stente,  pt,  pi,  ceased,  T.  L  60 ;  delayed, 

L.  633 ;  pp,  stopped,  A  1368. 
Stepe,  adj.  pi,  glittering,  bright,  A  201, 

753.    A.  S.  stic^. 
Steppes,  //.  foot-tracks,  L.  829,  2209. 
Stere,    s.   helm,   rudder,  B  833;    pilot, 

helmsman,  guide,  B  448 ;  in  stere,  upon 

my  rudder,  T.  v.  641. 
Stere,  v,  steer,  rule,  T.  iii.  910 ;  i  //-.  s, 

steer,  T.  ii.  4 ;  pp,  controlled.  L.  935. 
Stere,  v.  stir,  move,  excite,  T.  i.  228 ;  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  1451 ;  pr,  s.  stirs,  HF.  817. 
Sterelees,  adj.  rudderless,  B  439. 
Steresman,  s,  steersman,  HF.  436. 
Sterinsre,  s,  stirring,  motion.  HF.  80a 
Sterlinsres,  pi,  sterling  coins,  C  907. 
Sterne,  adj,  stern,  £  465 ;  violent,  T.  iii. 

743- 
Sterre,  s.  star,  5.  68,  300;  constellation, 

HF.  599. 

Stert,  s,  start,  T.  v.  254 ;  at  a  stert,  in  a 
moment,  A  1705. 

Sterte,  v,  start,  go  quickly,  T.  ii.  1634; 
move  away,  T.  iii.  949;  pass  away,  B 
335;  leap,  skip,  R.  344;  Stert,  pr,  s, 
rouses.  HF.  681 ;  Sterte,  i  //.  s,  departed, 
T.  iv.  93;  rushed,  L.  811 ;  leapt,  A  952; 
went,  T.  ii.  1094 ;  went  at  once,  L.  660 ; 
Sterting.  pres,  pt.  bursting  suddenly, 
I-,.  1741. 

Sterve,  v.  die,  A  1249;  die  of  famine.  C 
451 ;  Starf.  //.  s,  L.  1691 ;  A  933,  B  283 ; 
Storven.//.//.  C888. 

Stevene,  s,  voice,  sound,  language.  A 
2562;  rumour,  talk,  T.  iii.  1723;  time, 
moment,  esp.  of  an  appointment,  A 
1524;  sound,  L.  1219:  meeting  by  ap- 
pointment. 4.  52;  sette  St.,  made  ap- 
pointment, A  4383. 

Stewe,  s.  a  fish-pond,  A  350;  a  small 
room,  closet,  T.  iii.  601 ;  brothel,  H  F.  26. 
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I^tewe-dore,  s.  closet-door,  T.  iii.  698. 

Steyre,  j.  degree  (Lat.  ^radns),  4.  129; 
Sleyres,  ^e/t.  stair's,  T.  iii.  205. 

Stibom,  adj.  stubborn,  D  456,  637. 

Stidefast,  adj,  steadfast,  B  2641. 

Stlf,  adj,  strong,  A  673;  bold,  R.  1270; 
hard,  D  2267. 

Stlken,  ^er,  to  stick,  T.  i.  297;  Stiked, 
pf.  s,  stuck,  B  509 ;  fixed,  B  2097 ;  Stikede, 
//.  s.  pierced,  B  3897;  Stikked,  fixed. 
L.  2202;  pp.  stabbed,  B  430;  a  stiked 
swyn,  a  stuck  pig,  C  556. 

Stilcinfire,  J.  sticking,  setting.  I  954. 

BtUckes,//.  palings,  B  4038. 

Stillatorle,  s.  still,  vessel  used  in  distil- 
lation, G  580. 

StUle,  adv.  quietly,  L.  816;  still,  D  2200. 

Stille,  j^er.  to  silence.  T.  ii.  230. 

Stlnffetli,  pr.  s.  pierces,  L.  645. 

Stlnte,  V.  leave  off,  A  1334 ;  cease,  G  883 ; 
cause  to  cease,  i.  63 ;  end,  E  747 ;  ger.  to 
cease,  B  2164;  to  slop,  T.  ii.  383;  cease, 
I  720;  restrain,  R.  1441;  stop,  avert, 
L.  1647 ;  Stinte,  i  pr.  s.  leave  off  telling. 
HF.  1417;  pr.pl.  cease.  I  93;  pt.  s.  subj. 
may  cease.  B  413 ;  Stinte.  pt.  s.  ceased, 
A  2421;  was  silent,  3.  1299;  pt.  pi, 
stoppled  (or  fr.  pi.  stop) ,  L.  a^;  Stinte. 
pt.  s.  sufy\  should  cease.  T.  1.  848;  //. 
stopped.  T.  iii.  xoi6;  stint  thy  clappe, 
hold  your  tongue,  A  3144;  Stinteth, 
imp.  pi.  stay.  T.  li.  1729. 

Stlntinsre,  s.  ceasing,  end,  B  2.  m  7.  37. 

Stiren,  v.  stir,  excite,  B  2696. 

Btiropes,  s.pl.  stirrups,  B  1163. 

Stlrte,  pt.  s.  started,  D  1046;  rushed,  H 
30^;  went  quickly,  £  2153. 

Stitn,  s.  anvil.  A  2026.    Icel.  st^i. 

Stod,  -e ;  see  Btonde. 

Stok,  s.  a  block  of  wood,  A.  ii.  38.  6; 
source,  14.  i ;  race,  A  1551 ;  //.  stumps, 
A  2934 ;  posts,  T.  iii.  589. 

Stoke,  ger.  to  stab,  thrust,  A  2546. 

Stokked,  pp.  fastened  in  the  stocks,  T. 
iii.  380. 

Stole,  s.  stool,  frame  for  tapestry-work, 
L.  2352 ;  pi.  chairs,  D  288. 

Stole,  pp.  </Stelen. 

Stoxnak,  s,  stomach.  T.  i.  787;  appetite, 
D  1847 ;  compassion,  D  1441. 

Stombien,/r.//.  stumble,  A  26x3. 

Stonde,  v.  stand,  B  X050;  be  placed,  A 
745 :  be  understood,  be  fixed,  E  346 ;  be 
set  in  view  (as  a  prize  at  a  game),  B 
'931 :  J$^'  stonde,  finds  standing,  L. 
1499 ;  Stont,  pr.  s.  stands,  is,  T.  iii.  1562 ; 
Stant,  pr.  s,  stands,  B  618;  consists,  I 
107, 1029 ;  is,  B  1304 ;  Stood,  //.  j.  A  354 ; 


stuck   fast,  D  1541;    Stonden,  pp.  HF. 

1928. 
QX^TLgen.pp.  stung.  A  1079. 
Stoon,  s.  stone,  A  774:  precious  stone, 

gem.  R.  1086. 
Stoon-wal,  stone-wall,  L.  713. 
Stoor,  s.  store,  stock  (of  a  farm),  A  598; 

store,  D  2159 ;  value,  D  203. 
Stopen./^/.  advanced,  E 1514  (MS.  E.  has 

stapen). 
Stoppen,  V.  stop,  T.  ii.  804. 
Store,  s.  store,  value,  B  4344 ;  possession, 
^  L.  2337. 

Store,  ^er.  to  store,  B  1463. 
Store,  adj.  voe.  audacious,  bold,  E  2367. 

Icel.  storr. 
Storlal,  adj.  historical,  A  3179;   Storial 

sooth,  historical  truth,  L.  702. 
Storie,  s.  history,  legend  of  a  saint  (or 

the  like),  A  709;  history,  E  1366;  tale, 

story,  7.  xo;  pi.  books  of  history,  T.  t. 

1044. 
Storren,  pt.  pi.  e/Sterve,  died,  C  888. 
Stot,  /.  a  stallion,  horse,  cob,  A  615; 

heifer  (a  term  of  abuse),  D  163a 
Stovmde,  s.  hour,  time,  while,  A  1212, 

4007:  short  time.  B  1021;   moment.  L. 

949;   in  a  stounde,  at  a  time,  once,  A 

3992 ;  upon  a  stounde,  in  one  hour,  T.  iv. 

625 ;  pi.  hours,  seasons,  T.  iii.  1752. 
Stoiindeniele,  at  various  times,  from 

time  to  time,  T.  v.  674. 
Stoupe,^rr.  to  stoop,  G  131 1. 
Stour,  J.  oattle,  contest,  R.  1270. 
Stout,  adj.  strong,  A  545. 
Straigrhter,    adj.   more    stretched    out, 

more  expanded,  R.  1x9. 
Strake,  v.  move,  proceed.  3.  1312. 
Strangre,  adj.  strange,  F  89;  external,  D 

1 161 ;   not  its  own,  A.  ii.  19.  7.    Every 

star  has  its  own  degrees  (of  longitude) 

in  the  equator  and  ecliptic. 
Strangrenesse,  s.  estrangement,  B  1576. 
Strangrlen,  pr.  pi.  strangle,  worry,  I  768. 
Strangrlingr,  j.  A  2458 ;  o/str.,  caused  by 

strangling,  L.  807. 
Strauffht,  -e ;  see  Strecche. 
Straunge,  adj.  strange,   foreign,  A  13; 

unwonted.    7.    202;     difficult,    hard    to 

agree  upon,  F  1223 ;  like  a  stranger,  T. 

ii.  1660:  unfriendly,  estranged,  R.  1065; 

distant,    unbending.   5.    584;    not  well 

known,  A.  ii.  X7.  n^. ;  [a  stranj^e  star  is 

one  that  is  not  represented  upon  the 

Rete  of  the  Astrolabe]  ;  //.  strangers,  T. 

ii.  411. 
Straunffely,  adv.  distantly,  T.  v.  955. 
Straw,  s. T.  iii.  859 ;  as  inUrj.  a  straw !  F 695. 
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Strawen,  v.  strew,  L.  207 ;  ^  pr.s.  subj, 
F  613 ;  pp.  strewn,  1  918. 

Strayte,  s.  strait,  B  464. 

Strecche,  v.  stretch,  B  4498 ;  extend,  T. 
ii.  341 ;  reach,  7.  341 ;  Streic^hte,  //.  j. 
stretched,  HF.  1373;  Straugnte,  //.  pi. 
extended,  A  2916;  Straughten,  pt.  pL 
stretched  out,  R.  1021 ;  Streight,  stretched 
out;  l<mg  sir.,  stretched  at  full  length, 
T.  iv.  1 163;  pp,  as  adu.  straight,  T.  ii. 

599. 
Stree,  s.  straw.  A  2918 ;  //.  3.  718. 
Btreem,  s.  river,  current,  L.  2508 ;  stream, 

A  464;  ray  (oflight),  2.  94. 
Streen,  s.  strain,  i.  e.   stock,   progeny, 

race,  E  157. 
Streigrht,  ad/,  straight,  3.  957. 
Streigrbt,  adv,  straight,   straightway,  A 

671. 
Streifirlit,  -e ;  see  Streoche. 
Streit,  adj.  narrow.  A  1984;   scanty,  R. 

457;   B  4179;  strict,  A  174;  pJ,  scanty, 

small,  D  X426.    A.  F.  estreit. 
Streite,  pp.  as  adj.  def.  drawn,  B  4547. 

(It  here  represents  Lat.  st/^ictus.) 
Streite,  adv.  closely,  T.  iv.  1689;  strictly, 

L.  723;  tightly,  A  457. 
Streitnes,  s,  smallness,  A.  i.  21.  55. 
Stremeden,^/.^/.  streamed.  T.  iv.  247. 
Strenfir,  s.  strmg,  D  2067 ;  pi.  5.  197. 
Strengrer,  adj.  comp.  stronger,  B  2410. 
Streng'est,  strongest,  T.  i.  243. 
Strengrest-feythed,  strongest  in  faith, 

T.  i.  1007. 
Strengrtlie,  s.  strength,  A  84;   force,  3. 

351 :  pi.  sources  of  strength,  B  3248. 
Strepen,  v.  strip,  E  1958;   do  sir.  me, 

cause  me  to  be  stripped,  E  2200. 
Strete,  j.  street,   T.  ii.  612;    dai.  HF. 

1049;  street,  road,  way,  i.  70;  B  1683. 
Streyne,  v.  compress,  T.  iii.  1205 ;  strain, 

press,  E  1753;  constrain,  E  144;   hold, 

confine,  R.  1471 ;  ger.  to  compress,  T. 

iii.   107 1 ;    Strepe,   pr,  pi.   strain    (as 

through  a  sieve),  C  538. 
Strejrt,  adj.  small,  B  3.  m  2.  96. 
Strike,  s,  hank  (of  flax),  A  676. 
Strofirelest ;  see  Struffle. 
Stroke,  ^tr.  to  stroke,  T.  iii.  1249. 
Strokes,  pi.  of  Strook. 
Strompetes,  s.  pi.  strumpets,  B  i.  p  z. 

54. 
Stronde,  dat,  shore,  L.  2189;  Strondes, 

fi.  shores,  A  13. 

SironfiT,  adj.  difficult,  B  2635 ;  pi.  severe, 

A  1338,  2771. 
Strongre,  adv.  securely,  R.  241. 

Stroof ,  pi.  5.  of  Stry  ve. 


Strook,  5.  stroke,  A  1701 ;  Strokes,  //.  T.  - 

iii.  1067. 
Strouted,  pi.  s.  stuck  out,  A  3315. 
Strowe,  V.  strew,  L.  loz  a. 
Stroyer,  destroyer,  5.  360. 
Strufirle,  V.  struggle,  E  2374;  Strogelest, 

2  pr.  s.  C  829. 
Stryf,  s.  quarrel,  strife,  A    1x87,  2784; 

took  stryfss'took  up  the  cudgels,'  B  i. 

P4.93- 
Stryk,  s.  stroke,  mark,  A.  ii.  12. 19. 

Stryke,  v.  strike;  Stryken  out,  strike 
out,  D  1364;  Strike,/^,  struck,  11.  35. 

Stryve,  v.  strive,  stru|ggle,  10.  30 ;  oppose, 
E  170;  Stroof,  pi.  s.  strove,  vied,  A  1038. 

Stryvinfire,  s.  striving,  strife,  B  9674. 

Stubbel-firoos,  /.  latted  goose,  A  4351. 

Stubbes,  pi,  stumps,  A  1978. 

Studle,  s.  study,  A  303;  state  of  medi- 
tation, A  i^;  Studv,  library,  F  1207, 
1214 ;  Studies,  pi.  endeavours,  B  3.  p  2. 
93 ;  desires,  B  4.  p  2.  56. 

Studle,  V.  study,  A  184;  ^<rr.give  heed,  I 
1090;  Studieth,  pr.  s.  deliberates,  £  1955. 

Stuffed,  pp.  filled,  E  264. 

Sturdely,  adv.  boldly,  4.  82. 

Sturdinesee,  s.  sternness,  E  700. 

Sturdy,  adj.  cruel,  hard,  harsh,  stem,  E 
698,  1049;  firm,  T.  ii.  1380;  D  2162. 

Sty,  s.  pig-sty.  D  1829. 

Stye,  ^er.  to  mount  up,  B  4.  p  6.  4x4. 

Style  (i),  J.  a  stile,  a  means  to  get  over 
a  barrier  by  climbing,  C  712,  F  106. 

Style  (2),  s.  style,  mode  of  writing,  F  105. 

Styves,  fi.  stews,  D  1332, 

Stywara,  s.  steward,  B  914. 

Suasloun,  s.  persuasiveness,  B  2.  p  i.  45. 

Subdekne,  s.  subdeacon,  I  891. 

Subfirit,  adj.  subject.  T.  v.  1790;  Subget, 
T.  i.  231. 

Subgrit,  s.  subject,  T.  ii.  828 ;  pi.  servants, 
D  X990. 

Subjeccion,  j.'(i),  suggestion,  (a  thing 
subjected  to  the  mind),  I  351 ;  (2),  sub- 
jection, obedience,  B  270;  submission, 
4.  32;  subjection,  governance,  B  3656, 
3742. 

Sublymatorlee,  s.  pi.  vessels  for  subli- 
mation, G  793. 

Sublsnned,  /^.  sublimed,  sublimated,  G 
774.  *SubiimaUt  to  bring  by  heat  into 
the  state  of  vapour' ;  Webster. 

Sublyminff,  s.  sublimation,  G  770. 

Submitted,  pp.  subjected,  B  5.  p  z.  44 ; 
ye  ben  s.,  ye  have  submitted,  B  35. 

Subtil,  adj.  subtle,  C  141 ;  ingenious,  A. 
pr.  60;  skiliiil,  L.  672;  finely  woven,  5, 
272. 
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8ubtUitee»  s,  «ubtie^.  craft,  secret  knowl- 
edge, Q  6a9;  skin,  craft,  G  844;  pL 
tricks,  E  2421. 

Subtilly,  adv.  craftily.  A  6x0:  subtly,  F 
333. 

Subtlltee,  j.  subtlety,  F  140;  specious 
reasoning,  HF.  855;  skill,  B  4509:  trick, 
D  i4aa 

Succedent,  sfi.  a  '  succedent '  house,  A. 
ii.  4.  48.  The  succedent  houses  are  the 
second,  fifih,  eighth,  and  eleventh,  as 
these  are  about  to  fallow  the  most  im- 
portant houses,  which  are  the  first, 
faurth,  seventh,  and  tenth, 

Sucre,  s.  sugar,  T.  iii.  1194. 

Suored,  pp,  sugred,  T.  il  384. 

Sufllsaunce,  s,  sufficiency.  A  490;  suffi- 
cient food,  D  1843;  enough,  a  com- 
petence, xo.  X5;   contentment.  B  4099; 

3^703. 
SufflBSunt,  adj.  sufficient,  good  enough, 

A  1631 ;  A.  pr.  7 ;  capable,  L.  3534 ;  well 

endowed,  L.  1067. 
Sufflsaiintly ,  adv.  sufficiently,  A.  pr.  43 ; 

availably,  B  2493. 
Sutfrable,  adj.  patient,  D  4^3. 
Suffraunce,  s.  longsuflenng,   B   3479; 

patience,  E  1163;  Suffi^nce,  longsufier- 

ins.  B  3654;  permission,  F  788. 
Suffraunt,  pres.  pt.  as  s.  patient  man. 

T.  iv.  1584;  as  adj.  patient,  tolerant.  3. 

lOIO. 

8uffk«.  V,  sufier.  permit,  A  649 ;  endure. 

3.41a. 

Suffyse,  V.  suffice.  B  3648 ;  Suffyseth,  (it) 
suffices,  13.  15 ;  Sufiyce,  imp.  s.  be  con- 
tent (spend  frugally),  13.  3. 

Sugrfireetiotin.  s.  a  criminal  charge.  B 
3607 ;  hint,  I  331. 

Su6rx*e,  s.  sugar,  B  30^6. 

Sukkenye.  s.  short  ^ock,  tunic,  R.  1332. 
O.  F.  souquanie;  F.  souquenie  (Cotgrave). 

Summitted.  pp.  submitted.  B  3.  p  10. 15 ; 
subjected,  B  4.  p  6.  145. 

Superflce.  /.  surfeice,  A.  i.  3X.  43 ;  in  the 
5.  of,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of,  A.  i.  3X.  33. 

Superflultee.  s.  superfluity,  excess,  A 
436 ;  over-abundance,  A.  pr.  50. 

SuppUen,  V.  supplicate,  entreat,  B  3. 
p  8.  XX. 

Supportaoloun,  s.  support,  B  3333. 

Supprysed.  pp.  surprised.  T.  iii.  XX84. 

Surcote,  s.  upper  coat,  A  617. 

Surement.  /.  pledge,  F  1534. 

Suretee.  s.  security,  D  903 ;  careless  con- 
fidence, 7.  315. 

Burfeet.  s.  surfeit,  I  913. 


Sunnountetb./r.  s.  surpasses,  L.  123. 

Surplya,  s.  surplice,  A  3333,  G  558. 

Surquldrie,  s.  over-conndence.  presump- 
tion, I  403 ;  arrogance,  T.  i.  3x3.  O.  r . 
surquideru. 

Sursanure.  s.  a  wound  healed  outwardly, 
but  not  inwardly,  F  IXX3. 

Surveyaunoe.  s.  surveillance,  €95. 

Suspeoloun,  s.  suspicion,  T.  ii.  50X. 

Su8X>eoiou8,  adj.  ominous  of  evil,  E  540. 

Suspect,  adj.  suspicious,  ominous  of  evil, 
Es4i. 

SAi8X>ect.  i.  suspicion.  B  3385. 

SuBtenance.  s.  support,  hving,  E  903. 

Sustene,  v.  sustain,  support,  F  SiSx ;  main- 
tain, X.  33;  endure,  B  365^;  uphold, 
preserve.  B  160;  hold  up  (herself),  7. 
X77. 

Suster.  s.  sister,  L.  593,  986 ;  Her  suster 
love,  love  for  her  sister,  L.  3365;  Sus- 
tren,^/.  T.  iii.  733 ;  Sustres.//.  B  4057. 

Suwe,  ger.  to  follow,  T.  i.  37^. 

Suyte.  s.  suit,  array  (of  like  kmd),  A  3873  • 
Sute.  uniform  p>attem.  3.  261. 

Swa.  so  (Northern),  A  4040. 

Swal,  pt.  s.  of  Swelle. 

Swalowe,  v.  swallow.  HF.  X036. 

Swalwe,  s.  swallow,  A  3358. 

Swapx>e,  s,  a  swoop,  the  striking  of  a 
bird  of  prey,  HF.  543. 

Swappe.  ger.  to  swap,  strike,  E  586: 
Swapte.  pt.  s.  dashed.  T.  iv.  356;  fell 
suddenly,  E  1099;  Swap,  imp.  s.  strike 
off.  G  366. 

Swai*ti8li,  adj.  as  adv.  dark,  HF.  X647. 

Swatte.  pt.  s.  of  Swete. 

Swayn.  s.  servant-lad.   young   man,  A 

Sweljgrb,  s.  motion,  sway,  B  396. 

Swelletb.  pr.  s.  swells.  A  3743;  Swal. 
//.  s.  D  967;  up  swal,  was  puJOfed  up 
with  anger,  B  X750 ;  Swollen,  pp.  proud. 
E  950. 

Swelte,  V.  die,  T.  iii.  347;  Swclt,  pr.  s. 
dies,  4.  X38:  //.  s.  died.  E  X776;  lan- 
guished, fainted,  A  X356. 

Swelwe.  V.  swallow.  B  3808. 

Swerd.  s.  sword.  A  1x3. 

8 were,  v.  swear,  A  454;  Swoor.  x  pt.  s. 
E  33x2 ;  Swore,  3  //.  s.  L.  X378 ;  Swodr. 
pt.  s.  swore,  7.  lox ;  Sworen.  pt.  pi.  swore, 
B  344;  Sworn,  pp.  sworn  (to  the  con- 
trary). T.  iv.  976;  A  X089;  sworn  (to  do 
it),  G  68x ;  bound  by  oath,  F  x8 ;  sworn 
(it  should  not  be  so).  D  6^ 

Swerinfir*  -f.  swearing,  C  63X. 

Swete.  adj.  sweet,  A  5,  3437:  ass.  sweet 
one,  love,  3.  83a, 
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6wete,  s.  sweetness,  5. 161. 

Swete,  V.  sweat,  G  579;  Swatte,  //.  s, 
sweated,  B  1966. 

Swete  herte,  sweetheart,  T.  iii.  69. 

Swete-LokiniTt  Sweet-Looking.  R.  990. 

SwetnesBe,  s,  sweetness,  i.  51 ;  nourish- 
ment, 3. 415. 

Bwetter,  adf.  comp.  sweeter,  R.  622, 708. 

Swety,  adj\  sweaty,  9.  28. 

Sweven,  s,  dream,  R.  a8;  //.  dreams, 

R.  3. 

Sweveninff,  1.  dream,  R.  26;  Sweven- 
inges  {pron,  swev'ningez),  R.  i. 

Sweynte,  pp.  as  def.  adj.  tired  out,  sloth- 
ful. HF.  1783.     Pp.  of  swenchen. 

Swioh,  adj.  such,  A  3,  943,  313;  such  a 
thmg.  B  4696 ;  Swich  a,  such  a,  B  3921 ; 
Swich  oon,  such  a  one,  F  231. 

Swimxne,  v.  swim,  A  3550,  L.  2450 ;  Swom- 
men,  //.  pi.  were  filled  with  swimming 
things.  5.  188. 

Swlok,  J.  labour,  toil.  A  188, 54a 

Swlnke,  v.  toil,  labour,  T.  ▼.  272;  to 
cause  to  labour,  HF.  16;  pr.  pi.  work 
for,  G  21 ;  Swonken,/^.  toiled,  A  4235. 

8 winker,  s,  labourer,  toiler,  A  531. 

Swire,  s.  neck,  throat,  R.  325. 

Swoffhy  J.  (x)  sough,  low  noise,  %.  247; 
murmur,  HF.  103 1 ;  sigh,  groan,  A  3619; 
rustling  noise,  blast,  A  1979;  whizzing 
noise,  HF.  1941;  Swogh,  (2)  swoon,  D 
799:  Swow,  grief,  3,  215. 

Swollen,/^,  proud,  E  950. 

Swolow,  s.  gulf,  L.  1 104. 

Swolwe,  V.  swallow,  H  36. 

Swoininen,/r.//.  were  filled  with  swim- 
ming things,  5. 188. 

Swonken,  pp.  toiled,  A  4235. 

Swoot,  J.  sweat,  G  578. 

Swote,  adj.  sweet,  A  2860,  3205;  pL  R. 
60.    See  Sote,  Swete. 

Swote,  adv.  sweetly,  T.  i.  158. 

Swougrb,  Swow  •*  see  Swoffli. 

Swoune,  Swowne,  v.  swoon,  faint,  T. 
ii.  574;    Swowned,  pt,  s.  swooned,   A 

^a943-. /AA913.    ^ 

Swow,  J.  swoon ;.  hence,  anguish,  3.  2XC. 

Swo^rne,  J.  swooff,  F  1080;  Aswowne,  m 
a  swoon,  C  245. 

Swownlngr,  s.  swooning,  C  246. 

Swyn,  s.  swine,  boar.  F  1254 ;  hog,  D  460. 

Swynes-heed,  s,  pig's  head  (a  term  of 
abuse),  A  4262. 

Swythe,  aav.  quickly,  C  796 ;  as  sw.,  as 
soon,  T.  V.  1384;  as  quickly  as  possible, 
immediately,  B  637,  G  936. 

Swyve,  V.  lie  with,  A  4178;  pp.  dis- 
honoured, A  385a 


Sy ,  saw ;  pi,  /.  0/  See. 

Sye,  £^r,  to  sink  down,  T.  v.  182. 

Sye,  Byen,  saw ;  sec  See. 

Syk,  adj.  sick,  ill;  /or  syk,  on  acconnt 
of  being  sick,  D  ^ ;  Syke,  d£/.  F  iioo; 
pi.  sick  persons,  T.  iii.  61. 

Syk,  J.  sigh.  F  498. 

Syke,  V.  sigh,  T.  iii  i^;  Syke,  ger.  to 
sigh  {Jmtpertu^  readsyVt,  i.  e.  to  grieve, 
fS"  the  rtm€),T,  ii.  884;  Syketh, /r.  s, 
sighs,  5.  404 :  22. 62  (men  sigh) ;  Syked, 
pt.  I.  sighed,  A  oi^S*  Sighte,  pt.  s. 
sighed,  B  1035. 

SykUche.  adj.  sickly,  T.  ii.  1^28. 

Symonlals,  s.fl.  simoniacs,  1  784. 

Symonye,  s.  simony,  D  1309. 

Syre,  s.  master  of  the  house,  D  713 ;  mas- 
ter, 5.  12. 

Sys,  HUM.  six  (at  dice),  B  3851. 

[Syte,  V.  to  grieve:  perhc^s  the  right 
reading  in  T.  ii.  884.] 

Sythe,  s.  time,  R.  80 ;  Sythe,  pi.  (orig.  ff 

fen.  plOi  A  1878;  ofie  sythe,  oftentimes, 
:  233,  G  1031 ;  Sythes,^/.  times,  A  485. 
Sythe,  s.  scythe,  L.  646. 

T. 

T*,  for  To,  frequently prejixed  to  verbs;  as 
taoyde,  tamende,  &c. 

Taa,  V.  take  (Northern),  A  4129. 

Tabard,  s.  a  herald's  coat-oi-arms,  hence, 
(i)  the  same,  as  an  inn-sign,  A  90;  (2) 
a  ploughman's  loose  frock.  A  541. 

Tabenutcles,  //.  shrines,  HF.  123, 1190. 

Table,  s.  table,  A  100;   table  dormaunt. 


permanent    side-table,   A   353;    tablet, 

3.    780;     tablet,    plate, 

HF.  142 ;  table  (of  the  law) .  C  639 ;  one 


writing-tablet,    3.    780 ; 


of  the  thin  plates  on  which  almican- 
teras  are  engraved,  A.  ii.  21.  6 ;  at  table, 
at  board,  i.  e.  entertained  as  a  lodger. 
G  1015 :  Tables,  pL  tables  (for  calcula- 
tion), F  1273;  dining-tables,  B  1442; 
writing-tablets,  D  1741 ;  plates,  A.  i.  14. 
3;  the  game  of 'tables 'or  back-gammon, 

F900. 
Tabour,  s.  small  drum,  D  2268. 
Taboureii,/r.//.  drum,  din,  L.  354. 
Tabregrffe,  fir  To  abregge,  to  abridge, 

shorten.  T.  iii.  995. 
Tabreyde,  for  To  abreyde,  to  awake.  T. 

V.  590. 
Tabyde,  for  To  abyde,  to  abide,  T.  v. 

33. 
Tache,  s.  defect,  21.  x8.    See  Teoohee. 
Taoheve,  for  To  acheve,  to  achieve,  L. 
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Tacompte,  /fr  To  acompte,  to  reckon 

up,  sa.  17. 
Tacord,  /or  To  accord,  i.  e.  to  agreement, 

H98. 
Tacoxxle,  /or  To  acorde,  to  agree,  i.  37. 
Tacoye,  for  To  acoye,  to  decoy,  T.  v. 

782. 
Taffata,  s.  taffeta,  A  44a 
TalCraye,  /br  To  aifraye,  to  frighten,  E 

TTamafireB,  s,p/,  taxes,  I  567. 

Taille,  X.  tally,  an  account  scored  upon 
(wo  similarly  notched  sticks,  A  570,  B 
1606. 

Take,  v.  seize,  T.  ii.  389;  present,  offer, 
G  333;  ^er.  to  take,  A  34;  Takestow, 
takest  thou,  G  435 ;  Take  me,  i  pr,  s, 
betake  myself;  B  1985;  Took,  i  pt.  j. 
drew  in,  breathed  m,  B  z.  p  3.  3  (Lat 
kaust) ;  hit.  D  793 ; //.  s,  handed  over, 
gave,  B  1484 ;  had,  B  193 ;  Toke,  3  /A  s, 
tookest,  3.  48^;  Toke, //.  //.  took,  F 
1340;  received,  F  356 ;  Take,  pp,  taken, 
A  3007;  entrusted,  I  880;  brought,  i. 
ao;  Tak,  imp.  s.  receive,  B  Z17;  accept 
as  a  result,  A.  ii.  35.  57 ;  taJk  kepe,  take 
heed,  observe,  B  3757;  tak  she^  let  her 
take,  5.  463;  Taketh.  imp,  pi,  take, 
4.9. 

Takel,  s,  tackle,  archery-gear,  arrows,  A 
106. 

Tald,  pp,  told  (Northern),  A  4307. 

Tale,  J.  tale,  A  3136;  stoiy,  A  36.  831; 
account,  B  4308;  enumeration,  E  383; 
/  ganJUide  a  taU  to  Aim,  I  thought  of 
something  to  say  to  him,  3.  536;  tette 
taU,  give  an  account  of,  A  33a 

Tale,  V.  tell  a  tale,  talk,  speak,  T.  iii. 
1235;  Talen.  ger.  to  tell  tales,  A  773; 
pr.  J.  smij,  talk  about,  I  378. 

Talent,  s,  inclination,  wish,  desire,  B 
3439;  desire,  appetite,  C  540;  longing, 

B  3.  p  Z.  Z3. 

TaUziff ,  s.  tale-telling.  B  Z634. 
Talierbte,  /or  To  alighte,  1.  e.  to  alight, 

E909. 
TaUe,  adj,  docile,  obsequious,  4.  38.     (A 

rare  sense.) 
Taznezide,  /or  To  amende,  to  redress,  E 

441. 
TazioyeD,  /or  To  anoyen.  to  injure,  B 

^492. 

Tanswere,  i.  e.  to  answer,  D  Z589. 

Tapes,  pi.  tapes,  A  334Z. 

Tapioer,  s.  upholsterer,  maker  of  carpets, 

A  363. 
Tapite,  V.  cover  with  tapestry,  3. 960. 
Tappe,  s.  tap,  A  3890, 3893. 


Tappestere,  s.  female  tapster,  barmaid, 

A  341,  3336. 
Tarditas,  s.  slowness,  I  718. 
Tare,  s.  tare,  kind  of  weed,  A  Z57a 
Tareete,/^/-  To  areste,  to  arrest,  F  1370. 
Tarsre,  s.  target,  shield,  A  47Z;  defence, 

z.  176. 
Tariezi,  v.    tarry,  B   983;    delay    (used 

actively),  F  73:    ^pf'  •*.  tarry,  T.  iiL 

"95 ;  fP'  delayed,  T.  u.  Z739. 
Tarraye,  /br  To  arraye,  to  array,  arrange, 

E96Z. 
Tart,  adj.  of  sharp  flavour,  pungent,  A  38Z. 
Tartre,  s.  tartar.  G  8Z3 ;  oille  of  Tartrt, 

(probably)  cream  of  tartar,  or  oitartzute 

of  potassium,  A  63a 
Taryiziffe,  s.  tarrying,  delay,  A  8sz. 
Tae,  s.  heap,  A  zdps,  Z0C9,  zo3a   O.  F.  tas, 
Taasaille,  /or  To  assaiUe,  L  e.  to  assail. 

Ezi8o. 
Taeaaye,  /or  To  assajre,  to  test,  prove, 

try,  E  4§4,  Z07S. 
Taeseled,    pp.   fringed,   provided   with 

tasseto.  R.  Z079,  A  335Z. 
Tasaezuble,  ^r  To  assemble,  to  bring 

together,  D  89. 
Tasaollle,  /or  To  assoile,  i.  e.  to  absolve, 

C933- 
Taeeure,  /or  To  assure,  B  Z331. 

Taet,  s.  taste,  relish  (for),  5.  160. 

Taete,  v.  tnr,  test.  L.  1993;  //.  s.  ex- 
perienced, T.  i.  6^ ;  imp.  s.  feel,  G  503. 

Taufirlite,//.  s.  o/Teche. 

Tavemer,  s.  innkeeper,  C  685. 

Tavyse./w  To  avyse  (me),  to  deliberate, 
BZ496. 

Tawayte,y^To  awayte,to  dwell,  remain, 

TaylaerOf  s-  taxation,  o.  54. 

Teochee,  //.  evil  qualities,  defects,  T.  iii. 


935 ;  characteristics,  HF.  Z778. 

show.  R.  5Z8 :  Techen,  v.  direct,  B  4Z39; 


Tec! 


5;  cnai 
he,  V. 


teach,  instruct,  A  jfA^ger.  to 


ger.  to  inform  (him  of),  D  Z396;  Taughte, 
\pt.  s.  taught,  told,  D  Z050. 

Te  dettm,  the  anthem  so  called,  D  z866. 

Teer,  s.  tear,  E  ZZ04. 

Tehee,  intefy.  (denoting)  laughter,  hee- 
hee  1  A  3740. 

Telle,  V.  tell,  recount,  relate,  A  38 ;  com- 
pute, 3.  440;  ger.  to  tell,  to  be  told,  F 
447;  z  pr.  s.  account,  B  4344;  Telle  no 
tale,  set  no  store,  5.  336;  Telles^r.  j. 
(Northern  form),  tells,  3.  73;  HF\  436; 
Tolde,  z  pt.  s.  counted,  HF.  Z380;  ac- 
counted, D  303,  308;  pt,  pi.  esteemed, 
T.  i.  zjz ;  lurdtold,  heard  (it)  told.T.  i. 
Z97;  ToXdt,  pp.  pi.  told,  B^6. 
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Tembrace,  for  To  embrace,  T.  v.  234; 
£  iioi. 

Temen,  v,  bring ;  temen  us  on  here,  bring 
us  on  our  bier,  let  us  die,  HF.'  1744. 

Temper,  s.  mood,  R.  346. 

Temperaunce,  s,  temperance,  modera- 
tion. F  785. 

Tempest,  s.  storm,  A  406;  tempest  (al- 
luding to  a  passage  in  Statins) ,  A  884. 

Tempest  thee,  imp.  s.  violently  distress 
thyself.  13.  8 ;  2  pr,  s.  subj,  vex,  perturb, 
B  a.  p  4.  75. 

TempestouB,  adj.  tempestuous,  T.  ii.  5. 

Temple,  j.  inn  of  court,  A  567. 

Temprede,  pt.  s.  modulated,  B  3.  m  la. 
32 ;  pp.  tempered,  G  926.  (In  alchemy, 
to  temper  is  to  adjust  or  moderate  heat.) 

Temps,  J.  tense;  futur  temps,  future 
tense,  time  to  come,  G  875. 

Temptour,  s.  tempter,  D  1655. 

Ten,  ten.  A  454;  ten  so  wood,  ten  times  as 
mad,  L.  735. 

Tenbrace,  to  embrace,  B  1891. 

Tenoresen,  to  increase,  £  1808. 

Tendure,  to  endure,  £  756,  8ii. 

Tendyte,  for  To  endyte,  to  compose, 
write,  T.  i.  6 ;  to  relate,  A  1209. 

Tene,  s.  vexation,  A  3106;  sorrow,  grief, 
T.  V.  240 ;  cross,  trouble,  T.  ii.  61.  A.  S. 
teona. 

Tenour,  s.  outline  of  the  story,  L.  929. 

Tenquere,  for  To  enquere,  to  ask,  £  1543. 

Tenspyre,  for  To  enspyre,  i.  e.  to  in- 
spire, G  1470. 

Tenthe,  tenth,  HF.  63,  iii ;  Tenthe 
some,  company  of  ten,  T.  ii.  1249. 
(Sometimes  tenthe  some  means  'ten  in 
all.') 

Tentlfly,  adv.  attentively,  carefully,  £ 
334. 

Tercel,  adj.  male  (of  an  eagle),  5.  393, 

449 ;  /'•  5-  540 :  <"  ^'  ma*e  cag'c.  5-  405. 
Tercelet,  s.  male  falcon,  5.  529,  533;  F 

504,  6ai;  Tercelets,  pi.  male  birds  of 
prey,  5.  659:  male  hawks,  F  648. 
^  Tiercelet,  m.  the  tassell,  or  male  of 
any  kind  of  hawke,  so  tearmed,  be- 
cause he  is,  commonly,  a  third  part 
lesse  then  the  female ' ;  Cotgrave. 

Tere,  s.  tear,  B  3251. 

Tere,  v.  tear,  B  1326;  scratch,  R.  325; 
Torn,/>^.  L.  2103. 

Terlns,  /.  //.  tanns,  siskins,  R,  665.  F. 
tarin. 

Terme,  x.  set  time,  appointed  time,  T.  v. 
696;  period,  space  of  time,  'term,'  a 
portion  of  the  zodiac,  being  one- third 
of  a '  sign,'  or  10°,  F  1288 ;  (during  the) 


term,  A  1029;  terme  of  his  lyve,  while 
he  lives,  G  1479 ;  in  terme,  in  set  phrases. 
C311 ;  pi.  pedantic  phrases,  A  323;  legal 
jargon,  R.  199;  periods,  A  3028;  terms, 
C  51,  F  1266. 

Terme-day,  s.  appointed  day,  3.  730. 

Termyne,  v.  determine,  express  in  '  good 
set  terms,'  5.  530. 

Terrestre,  adj.  earthly,  £  1332. 

Terve,  pr.  s,  subj.  flay,  G  1274  {^so  in  MS. 
£.) ;  Terved  {not  Temed).  pp.  skinned, 
G  1171  {so  »«  MS.  £.).  This  is  certainly 
the  right  word;  in  G  1171,  read  terved 
[not  torned'],  and  in  G  1274,  read  terve 
[not  tome\.  See  my  letter  in  the  Athe- 
naeum, Mar.  24,  1894.  So  in  Havelok, 
603.  for  tirneden  read  tirueden  ^  tirve- 
den,  i.  e.  rolled  back. 

Tery,  adj.  tearful,  T.  iv.  821. 

Tescape,  to  escape,  F  1357. 

Tespye,  for  To  espye,  to  spy  out,  espy, 
B  1989, 4478. 

Testers,  //.  head-pieces.  A  2499. 

Testes,  s.  pi.  vessels  for  assaying  metals 
(Tyrwhitt),  G  818. 

Testtf ,  adj.  heady,  headstrong,  T.  v.  802 ; 
A  4004. 

Tete,  s.  teat,  A  3704. 

Texpounden,  to  expound,  B  1716. 

Text,  s.  text,  quotation  from  an  author, 
B  45;  saying,  A  177,  182;  text  (as  op- 
posed to  a  §loss),  3.  333. 

Textuel,  a<^.  well  versed  in  texts,  learned, 
H  23s;  I  57. 

Teyd,  pp.  tied,  bound,  £  2432.  - 

Teyne,  s.  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  G  1225, 
12^9.    Lat.  tania, 

Th*,  for  The;  common,  as  in  thabsence, 
for  the  absence. 

Tnabsence,  the  absence,  A  1239. 

Thadversitee,  the  adversity,  E  756. 

Thakketh,  pr.  s,  strokes,  pats,  D  1559. 
A.  S.  pticcian, 

Thallcrhte,  for  Thee  alighte;  in  thee 
alij^hie,  alighted  in  thee,  B  1660. 

Thank,  s.  expression  of  thanks,  A  612; 
thanks,  £  2388;  can  th.,  owes  thanks, 
A  1808;  his  th.,  the  thanks  to  him, 
L.  452;  my  thankes,  by  my  goodwill, 
willingly,  R.  1666;  his  thankes,  of  his 
free  will,  willingly.  A  1626;  hir  thankes, 
of  their  own  will,  A  21 14. 

Thanke,  1  pr.  s.  thank,  E  1088;  Th.  hit 
thee,  thank  thee  for  it,  10.  51. 

Thanne,  adv.  then,  D  2004,  I  104 ;  Than, 
then,  A  12;  next,  5.324;  er  than,  sooner 
than,  before,  G  899. 

Thar,  pr.  s.  impers,  (it)  is  necessary,  is 


iia 
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needful;  tkar  ye.  It  is  needful  that  ye, 
B  3358 ;  thar  thee,  it  is  needful  for  thee, 
you  need,  or  thou  needst.  D  329,  336, 
1365,  H'  35a;''AM«  Mar,  it  is  needful  lor 
him,  he  needs,  T.  ii.  1661;  he  must, 
A  4390;  Thurte,  //.  s»:  tk,  him,  he 
needed, 'R?  1089,  1324;  yow  thurfie,  you 
would  need,  you  need,  T.  iii.  57a. 

Tharivaile,  the  arrival,  the  landing. 
HF.  451. 

Tharznes,  the  arms,  armorial  bearings, 
HF.  141 1. 

Tharray,  the  array.  A  716. 

Thaacry ,  for  The  ascry.  the  alarm,  T.  ii. 
611. 

Thasaay,  the  assay,  the  endeavour.  5.  2. 

Thassege,  the  sie^e,  T.  iv.  1480;  the 
besieging  force,  T.  iv.  62. 

Thassemblee.  the  assembly,  B  403. 

Tha.88e]nblinfiro>  the  assembling,  B  2431. 

That,  reLfron,  that  which,  whom,  3.  979; 
that  of,  from  whom,  3.  964;  That  oon, 
the  one,  A  4013 ;  That  other,  the  other, 
A  40x3 ;  That,  with  reference  to  whom, 
G  236 ;  if  that,  if,  3.  969,  971. 

Thaventayle,  for  The  aventayle,  the 
mouthpiece  of  a  helmet,  T.  v.  1558. 

ThavlBion,  for  The  avision,  the  vision, 

3.285. 
ThavyB,  the  advice,  A  3076. 

The,  def  art,  A  2,  &c. 

The;  €U  in  The  bet,  by  so  much  the 
better,  3.  668 ;  The  las,  by  so  much  the 
less.  3.  ^5. 

The,  for  Thee, ^ers.proff,  F  676,  &c. 

Theatre,  s.  theatre,  area  for  a  touma^ 
ment.  A  1885. 

Thedoxn,  s.  success,  B  1595. 

Thee,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  R.  1067;  ttever 
mot  she  thee,  may  she  never  prosper, 
5*  569 ;  mot  he  never  thee,  may  he  never 
prosper,  T.  ii.  670;  lot  him  never  thee, 
let  him  never  prosper,  B  4622  ;  thou 
Shalt  never  thee,  E  1388;  he  shal  never 
thee,  G  641 ;  also  moot  I  thee,  as  I  may 
thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper,  D  1215, 
E  1226 ;  so  moot  I  thee,  D  361 ;  as  mote 
I  thee,  T.  i.  941 ;  so  theech,  for  so  thee  ich, 
as  I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper, 
C  947,  G  929 ;  so  theek,  for  so  thee  ih,  as 
I  hope  to  prosper,  A  3864. 

Theei.  j.  thief,  robber,  D  1338. 

Theeny,  adv.  like  a  thief,  L.  1781. 

Theffect,  for  The  effect,  the  result,  A 
1 189;  the  substance,  pith,  L.  xi8o,  2403; 
the  matter,  contents,  2.  56;   the  source, 

'  D  145X :  the  moral.  B  2148 ;  the  sum  (of 
the  matter),  A  2366. 


Thegrle,  the  eagle.  B  3573. 

Their,  the  air,  D  1939. 

ThembaBaadouTB,  the  ambassadors,  T. 
iv.  140, 145. 

Theme,  s,  text,  thesis,  C  333,  425. 

Themperour,  the  emperor,  3. 368. 

Then,  conj,  than,  L.  1693.  2092. 

Thenoena,  the  incense,  A  2277,  9938. 

ThenchaTintemente,  //.  the  enchant- 
ments. A  1944. 

Thenche,  v.  imagine,  A  3253. 

Thencheson,  ftr  The  encheson,  the 
reason,  cause,  T.  v.  632. 

Thencrees,  the  increase,  A  275. 

Thende,  the  end,  B  423, 965.  ^969, 

ThencrondrinsTf  the  engendnng,  the  pro- 
cess of  production,  HF.  968. 

ThenfiTSm,   the    (warlike)    engine,    HF. 

.-.^934. 

Thenke,  v.  think  of;  5.  311 ;  ipr,s,  think, 

intend,  E   641;    Thenkestow,  thinkest 

thou.  T.  iv.  849,  1088 ;  Thoghte,  i  //.  s, 

thought,  3.  448;   Thenke  on,  think  o^ 

Thenne,  adt.  thin,  A  4066. 
Thenne,  adv,  then,  T.  ii.  210. 
Thenne,  adv.  thence,  D  1141. 
Thennes,  adv.  thence,   i.e.  away  from 

that  place,  T.  iv.  695;  thence,  k.  791; 

as  s.  tne  place  that,  G  66. 
Thennes-forth,  adv.  thenceforth,  B  1755. 
Thentencloiin,  the  intention,  G  1443. 
Thentente,  for  The  entente,  the  design. 

B  930;   the  purpose,  end,  G  1306;   the 

meaning.  T.  v.  163a 
Thentree,  the  entrance,  A  1983. 
Thenvyous,  for  The  envyous,  the  spite- 
ful, malicious,  3.  642. 
Theoloffie,  j.  theology,  I  xom^3. 
Theoiik,  s.  theory,  theoretical  explana- 
tion, A  pr.  98. 
Ther,  adv.  there.  B  62,  1x90,  &c.;  where. 

T.  ii.  618;   when.  B  474;   whither,  at 

which,  B  460 ;  whereas,  D  1213.  G  724 ; 

wherefore,  T.  iii.  1437 ;  wherever.  D  128 ; 

as  to  which,  T.  ii.  588 ;  wherefore  (I  pray 

that).  D  1561. 
Ther-aboute,  adv.  about  it,  D    1837; 

therein,  G  832 ;  round  it.  A  937. 
Therafter,  adv.  afteru'ards,  3. 66. 
Ther-agrayna,  prep,  against  that,  I  665; 

in  reply,  T.  ii.  369. 
Ther-as,  Ther  ae,  there  where,  where. 

B  2384 ;  there,  I  162 ;  whereas.  D  1177 ; 

where  that,  A  34.  172;   when  that.  L. 

1277;  Ther-as  that,  where,  1. 160;  Ther 

that,  where.  F  267. 
Therbe,  the  herb,  HF.  29a 
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Ther-blfore,  adv,  before  that  time,  D  631 ; 
beforehand,  £  689.  739. 

Ther-bifom,  adv,  beforehand,  A  2034; 
previously,  A  3997. 

Therby ,  by  it,  to  it,  D  984 ;  into  posses- 
sion of  it,  F  1Z15 ;  beside  it,  R.  1184. 

Ther-fore,  adv.  therefore.  A  189 ;  for  that 
purpose.  A  809;  on  that  account,  L. 
1863;  on  that  point,  £  1141;  for  it,  L. 

Therfto,  therefrom,  from  it,  HF.  895. 

Ther-lnne,  therein,  in  it,  B  1945,  35^3. 

Ther-of,  adv.  with  respect  to  that,  £  644; 
concerning  that,  3.  1132;  A  463;  from 
that,  3.  1166;  thereby,  I  314;  of  it,  ao.  8. 

Ther-on,  adv,  thereupon,  A  160 ;  thereof, 

F3. 
Ther-oute,  adv,  out  there,  out  in  the  open 

air.  B  3363;  outside  there,  G  1x36. 

Therthe,  the  earth,  R.  1423. 

Therto,  adv,  besides,  moreover,  D  1251 ; 
to  it,  2. 100 ;  likewise,  R.  1262. 

Ther-upon,  adv.  immediately.  A  8x9. 

Ther-whyles,  whilst,  B  5.  p  6.  250. 

Therwlth,  adv.  withal,  for  ail  that,  3.  954; 
moreover,  F  931 ;  thereupon,  3.  275 ;  at 
the  same  time,  B  32x0. 

Ther-wlth-al,  thereupon,  A  1078 ;  there- 
with, with  it,  by  means  of  it,  A  566; 
beside  it,  besides,  R.  226;  at  once,  L. 
148 :  thereat,  L.  864. 

Theschaung-e,  the  exchange,  T.  iv.  146. 

TheschewinfiT,  the  avoidmg  (of  any- 
thing), 5. 140. 

Thestat,  the  estate,  the  rank,  condition, 
A  716. 

Thewed,  pp. ;  wet  thewed,  of  good  dis- 
position, 4. 180. 

Thewes,  s.  pi,  habits,  natural  qualities. 
E  409,  1542;  good  qualities,  virtues, 
G  loi ;  customs,  habits,  manners,  T.  ii. 
723 ;  morals.  HF.  X834. 

Thexcellent,  the  excellent,  B  150. 

ThexcuBe,  thee  excuse,  D  i6ix. 

Thezecuclon,  the  execution.  10.  65. 

Thexp6ri6xice,  the  experience,  E  2238. 

Thlder,  adv.  thither,  A  X263. 

Thlder-ward,  adv.  thither,  A  2530. 

Thlkke,  adj.  thick,  A  549;  stout,  plump, 

A  3973- 
Thikke,  adv.  thickly,  R.  1396. 

Thlkke-herd,  adj.  thick-haired,  A  2518. 

Tbikke-sterred,    adj.   thickly   covered 

with  stars,  A.  ii.  23.  2. 
Thilke,  that,  R.  660,  &c.;  such  a,  A  182; 

that  same,  A  1x93;   that  sort  of,  I  50; 

pi.  those,  HF.  173. 
Tnlmage,  the  image,  L.  176a. 


Thinff,  s,  fact,  C  156;  property,  wealthy 
R.  ao6;  deed,  legal  document,  A  325; 
for  any  tkin^,  at  any  cost,  A  276 ;  Thing, 
//.  things,  L.  XI,  2140;  Tningcs,  //. 
things,  A  175;  matters  of  business,  B 
1407;  poems,  L.  364;  pieces  of  music, 
F  78 ;  services,  prayers,  B  1281. 

Thinirot,  the  ingot,  G  1233. 

Thinke,  v.  seem,  T.  i.  405;  Thinketh, 
pr.  s.  tmpers.  (it)  seems,  B  1901 ;  me  th,. 
It  seems  to  me,  A  37,  2207 ;  how  th.  yow, 
how  does  it  seem  to  you,  D  2204; 
Thoghte,  pt.  s.  tmpers.  (it)  seemed,  L. 
1697;  me  thot^hte,  it  seemed  to  me.  A 
385;  him  th..  It  seemed  to  him.  A  682; 
us  th.,  it  seemed  to  us,  A  785 ;  hir  th.,  it 
seemed  to  her,  D  965.  967. 

Thlnne,  adj.  thin.  A  67^:  poor,  feeble, 
9.  36 :  E  1682 ;  scanty,  limited,  G.  741. 

Tnlfleth,  pr.  s.  pierces,  7.  2x1;  pp.  A 
27  xo. 

This,  A  175,  &c.;  contrcuted  form  o/'this 
is,  T.  ii.  363,  iii.  936,  v.  151 ;  This  is, 
pronounced  this,  ^.  4x1,  620;  A  X091, 
D91;  Thise  (dhiiz),//.  (monosyllabic), 
A  701,  B  59,  &c. 

Tho,  pi.  those,  A  498.  1123,  2351,  3246. 

Tho,  adv.  then,  at  that  time,  A  993,  3329, 
&c. ;  still.  3.  X054. 

Thoccident,  the  Occident,  the  west.  B 
3864. 

Thomoe,  the  office,  the  duty,  B  2863. 

Thoerht,  s.  anxiety,  B  1779,  £  80. 

Thoerhtful,  adj.  moody,  I  677. 

Tholde,  pi.  the  old.  D  857. 

Tholed.  pp.  suffered,  D  ZC46.  A.  S.  poliam, 

Thoxnbe,  s.  thumb,  A  563. 

Thonder,  s.  thunder,  A  492. 

Thonder-dlnt,  s.  stroke  of  lightning, 
D  276 :  -dent,  thunder-clap,  A  3807. 

Thonder-leyt,  s.  thunder-bolt,  B  i.  m  4. 
12;  lightning,  I  839. 

Thozike,  ipr.  s.  thank,  £  380. 

Thondur,  the  honour.  B  1767.  E  1449. 

Thorgrh,  prep,  through,  5.  X27.  xa9. 

Thorient,  the  orient,  the  east,  B  3871. 

Thoinerliial,  the  original,  L.  1558. 
Thorisonte,  the  horison,  £  1797,  F  10x7. 
Thoiisoun,  the   orison,  the   prayer,  A 

2a6x. 
Thorpes,  pi.  villages,  5.  350. 
Thorufirh-passen, /r. //.  penetrate,  B  4. 

m  3.  49. 
Thought,  s.  anxiety,  T.  i.  579. 
Thouznbe,  s.  thumb,  A.  i.  i.  2. 
Thoiirsrh-ffirt,  pp.  struck  through,  T.  iT. 

627.    From  M.  £.  gurden,  to  strike. 
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Thral,  s,  thiall.  slave,  subject,   servant, 

B  3343,  C  183,  D  155. 
Thral,  adj,  enthralled,  A  155a,  I    137; 

Thralle,//.  enthralled.  B  9751;  Thral,  as 

pi.,  L.  1940. 
Thraldom,  s,  slavery,  B  a86,  338. 
Thralle,  v.  subject,  T.  i.  335 ;  subjugate, 

R.  882. , 
Thraate,//.  s,  thrust,  T.  ii.  1155. 
Threde,  v.  thread,  R.  99. 
Threed,  s,  thread,  A  9030;    thread  (of 

destiny),  T.  v.  7. 
Threpe,  i  pr,  //.  (we)  call,  assert  to  be, 

G  826.    A.  S.  priapian. 
Threshfold,  s.  threshold,  A  348a. 
Threete,  v,  thrust,  push.  A  3613;//.//. 

vexed,  T.  iv.  354. 
Threte,  v,  threaten.  L.  754. 
Thretlngr,  s.  menace,  G  698. 
Thretty,  adj,  thirty,  F  1368. 
Thridde,  third,  A  1463.  3371. 
Thrift,  J.  success,  wel&re,   T.   ii.    847; 

profit,  success.  G  739.  1435 ;  ^od  thrift 

bad,  prayed  for  the  welfare  (of),  blessed, 

T.  ill.  1349;  by  my  thrift,  if  1  succeed, 

T.  ii.  1483. 
Thrlftieste,  most  successful,  T.  i.  1081 ; 

most  thriving,  T.  ii.  737. 
Thriftily,  adv.  carefully,  A  105;    profit- 
ably, A  3131 ;  encouragingly,  F  1 174. 
Thrifty,  adj,  profitable  (to  the  buyer), 

B  138;   serviceable,  D  338;   provident, 

7.  197- 
Thrlngre,  v,  press,  T.  iv.  66 ;  Throng,  pt,  s. 

forced  his  way,  7.  55 ;  thrust,  E  3353. 
Thriste,  pt.  s.  thrust,  T.  iii.  1574. 
Thrlttene,  thirteen,  D  3359. 
Thrltty,  thirty,  E  1431. 
Throf,  pt.  s.  tf/Thryve. 
Throng,//,  s.  (/Thringe. 
Throp,  s.  thorp,  small  village.  E  199,  308. 
Throstel,  s.  throstle,  song-thrush,  5.  364. 
Throte,  s.  throat.  3. 945. 
Throte-bolle,  s.  ball  of  the  throat, '  the 

protuberance  in  the  throat  called  Adam's 

apple,'  A  4373. 
Throufifh-out,  quite  through,  11.  3. 
Throwe,  s.  short  space  of  time,  while, 

period.  B  953,  3336. 
Throwe,  /w.  to  throw,  T.  ii.  971 ;  Threw, 

//.  J.  T.  hi.  184 ;  Threwe,  pt.  pt.  R.  786; 

Throwe, /^.  thrown,  L.  i960;  Throwen, 

pp.  cast,    HF.    1335;     twisted,   turned, 

T.  iv.  1159. 
Throwee,  pi.  torments,  T.  v.  306;  throes, 

T,  V.  1 201. 
Thrustel,  s.  thrush.  B  1963. 
Thrusteth,  pr.  s.  thirsts,  yearns,  L.  103. 


Thnistle-ook,  j.  male  thrush,  B  1959. 
Thrye,  adv.  thrice,  T.  ii.  89,  463. 
Thryes,  adv.  thrice,  A  63,  463. 
Thryve,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  E  173;  ^«r. 

G  141  z ;  so  thr.  /,  as  I  hope  to  thrive. 

D  1764;   Throf,  //.  s.  flourished,  B  3. 

m4/5. 
Thryvingre,  adj,  vigorous,  B  5.  m  4.  24 

(Lat.  uigens'). 
Thunworthiest,  the  unworthiest,  33.  19. 
Thurfte,  //.  s.  impers.  fwith  yow),  you 

would  need,  you  need,  T.  iii.  573.    See 

Thar. 
Thurgrh,  prep,  through,  i.  37 ;  by  means 

of,  A  930. 
Thurgrh-^arted,  pp.  transfixed  with  a 

dart.  T.  i.  335. 
Thur^hfare,  s.  thoroughfeire,  A  3847. 
Thurgrh-firirt,  pp.   pierced   through,   A 

loio. 
Thurghout,  prep,  throughout,  F  46 ;  all 

through,  B  356,  464;  quite  through,  C 

655- 
Thurgrh-shoten,  pp.  shot  through,  T.  i. 

325- 
Thurrok,  s.   sink,   the   lowest   internal 

part  of  a  ship's  hull,  I  363,  715.    A.S. 

purruc. 
Thurst,  s.  thirst,  B  100. 
Thursteth,  pr.  s,  thirsts,  T.  v.  1406 ;  pt.  s. 

impers.  he  was  thirsty,  B  3339. 
Thurte:  see  Thar. 
Thwitel,  s,  large  knife,  whittle,  A  3933. 
Thwjrte,  pr.  pi,  whittle,  cut  up  for,  HF. 

1938 ;  lliwiten,  pp.  carved,  whittled,  R. 

Tl<!rM<7/Tyde. 

Tidifs,  s.  pi.  small  birds,  F  648.    Cf.  l£x^. 

titmouse,  titlark.    See  Tydlf . 
Tikel,  adj.  unstable,  A  3438. 
Tikelnesse,  s.  instability,  13. 3. 
Tikled,  //.  s.  tickled.  D  395. 
Til  {before  a  vovoel),  prep,  to,  A  z8o;  as  a 

Northern  toord  (before  a  consomant),  A 

41 10 ;  Til  and  fra,  to  and  firo  (Northern). 

A  4039.    Icel.  tit. 
Til,  conj.  until,  A  1760 ;  til  that,  A  1490,  F 


360. 
Tllyere,  s.  tiller,  B  5.  p  1. 1 
Timber,  s.  material,  T.  iii.  53a 


lyere,  s.  tiller,  B  s._p  i.  86. 


Tiznbestre,    s.    female    timbrel-player, 

tambourine-player,  R,  769. 
Timbres,  s.  pi.  timbrels,  tambourines,  R. 

772. 
Tipet,  s.  tippet,  cape,  A  333. 
Tiptoon,  pi.  tiptoes,  B  4497. 
Tissew,  s.  a  band,  T.  ii.  639. 
Tit,  pr.  s.  betides,  T.  i.  333.    See  Tyde. 
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Titerlnff,  j.  hesitation,  vacillation,  T.  ii. 

Titleieee,  adj,  without  a  title,  usurping. 
H  233. 

To  (tdd) ,  J.  toe,  A  2796 ;  Toon, //.  B  405a ; 
Toos,  pU  B  4370. 

To  (t6<5),  prep,  to,  A  2;  gone  to,  A  30; 
(used  after  its  case),  G  1449 ;  for,  1. 184; 
as  to,  as  for,  L.  2096;  him  to^  for  him,  3. 
771 ;  to  thai,  until.  4.  239. 

To,  cidv,  too,  B  2129 :  moreover,  beside,  T. 
i.  540 ;  overmuch,  G  1423 ;  to  badde,  too 
evil,  very  evil,  L.  2597. 

To-  {i),itttensive prefix,  lit  in  twain,  asun- 
der.   A.  S.  to-,  G.  ter-. 

To-  (2),  prepositional  prefix  ^  as  sm  To-fom. 
A.  S.  to-,  G.  ZU-, 

To-bete,  v.  beat  amain,  T.  v.  1762 ;  beat 
severely,  G  405. 

To-breke,  v.  break  in  pieces;  pr,  s.  (it) 
breaks  in  pieces,  R.  277:  breaks  asun- 
der, G  907;  is  violently  broken,  HF. 
779;  To-broken,  pp,  broken  in  pieces, 
destroyed,  16.  x ;  To-broke,  pp,  broken 
in  halt,  D  277 ;  severely  bruised,  A  4277. 

To-breste,  v.  burst  in  twain.  T.  ii.  608 ; 
pr.  s.  sufy\  may  (she)  break  in  twain,  T. 
iv.  1516 ;  may  be  broken  in  twain,  i.  z6 ; 
pr.  pi,  break  in  pieces.  A  26x1;  To- 
DTOStcn,  pp,  broken  in  twain,  A  2691, 

To-cleve,  v,  cleave  in  twain,  T.  v.  613. 

To-da8Shte,//.j.  dashed  violently  about. 
R.  537 ;  pp.  much  bruised,  T.  ii.  640. 

Tode,  s.  toad,  I  636. 

To-drawen,  pr.  pi.  allure.  B  4.  m  3. 46 ; 
To-drowen.  pt,  pi.  tore  in  pieces,  B  i. 
p  3.  43 ;  To-drawen.  pp.  distracted,  B  i. 

To-onven,  pp.  scattered,  L.  1280. 
To-fom,  prep,  before,  F  268 ;  god  to-fom, 

in  God's  sight,  T.  i.  X049. 
To-fom,  adv.  in  front,  beforehand,  B  5. 

p  6.  300. 
To-ff6der,  adv.  together.  5. 555 ;  To-gider, 

B  ^222 ;  To-gidre,  A  824. 
Tog-nt,  adj.  taut,  D  2267. 
To-gro,  pp.  dispersed.  L.  653. 
To-erreve,  v.    grieve   excessively,  T.  i. 

lOOI. 

To-liangren»  v.  put  to  death  by  hanging, 

HF.  1782. 
To-hepe,  adv.  (lit.  into  a  heap),  together, 

T.  iii.  1764 ;  L.  2009. 
To-be  wen,  ^r.//.  hew  in  twain.  A  2609; 

fp.  cut  through,  T.  ii.  638 ;  To-hewe,^. 

liewn  in  pieces,  B  430. 
Tolce,  2//.  s.  tookest,  3.  483 ;  pt.  pi.  took, 

F  1240:  received,  F  356. 


To-laufirb,  pr.  s.  lai^hs  out,  laughs  exces- 
sively, T.  iu  1 108.  (Short  for  to-iaugheih.) 

Told,  -e ;  see  Telle. 

Tollen  (i),  V.  take  toll.  A  562. 

ToUen  (2),  v.  attract,  entice,  B  2.  p  7. 18. 

Tombesteres,  s.  pL  fern,  dancing  girls, 
lit.  female  tumblers,  C  477.  A.  S.  turn- 
bian,  to  tumble,  dance. 

Tomblixiffe,  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  fleeting, 
transitory,  B  2.  m  3.  31  (Lat.  caducis). 

To-melte,  v.  melt  utterly,  T.  iii.  348. 

Tongre,  s.  tongue,  3.  930;  A  265;  dot. 
speech,  language,  z6.  21. 

Toaged,//.  tongued,  3.  927. 

Tongres,  s.  pi.  tongs,  I  555. 

Tonne,  J.  tun,  ban  el,  cask,  A  3894. 

Tonne-erreet,  adj.  great  as  a  tun,  A  1994. 

Toon,Toos,  pi.  of  To,  s. 

Tooth-ake,  s.  toothache,  R.  Z098. 

Top,  s.  top,  A  2915 ;  top  (of  the  mast) , 
main-top,  L.  639:  tuft  of  hair.  C  255; 
top  (of  the  head).  A  590;  crown  (of  the 
head),  T.  iv.  996;  Top  and  tail,  t>egin- 
ning  and  end,  HF.  880. 

To-race,  pr.pl.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  E572. 
Here  race  is  probably  short  for  arace,  to 
tear  up. 

Tord,  s.  piece  of  dung.  B  2120,  C  955. 

To-rende,  pr.  pi.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  T. 
ii.  790;  To-rente,  pt.  s.  distracted,  T.  iv. 
34x;  rent  asunder,  B  3215;  tore  in 
pieces,  L.  820;  To-rent,  j^.  rent  in 
pieces,  C  102,  E  10x2. 

Torets,  pi.  small  rings  on  the  collar  of  a 
dog,  A  2x52.    See  Taret. 

Tormentlnge,  s.  torture,  E  X038. 

T6rment6ur,  s.  tormentor,  la  x8;  exe- 
cutioner, B  818. 

Tormentrye,  s.  torture,  D  251. 

Tormentyse,  s.  torment,  B  3707. 

Tom,  s.  turn,  C  815. 

Toi*nen,  v.  turn,  G  1403:  return.  A 
1488. 

Tomey.  J.  tourney,  T.  iv.  1660. 

To-romolen,  v.  rumble,  crash,  I^  1218. 

Tortuos,  adj,  lit.  tortuous,  i.  e.  oblique, 
applied  to  the  six  signs  of  the  zodiac 
(Capricorn  to  Gemini),  which  ascend 
most  rapidly  and  obliquely;  Tortuous, 
B302. 

To-8catered,>»^.  dispersed,  D  1969. 

To-ahake.  pp.  shaken  to  pieces,  L  962 ; 
tossed  about,  L.  1765. 

To-ahlvered,  pp.  been  destroyed,  5. 493. 

To-ehrede,  pr.  pi,  cut  into  shreds,  A 
2609. 

To-8lltered,  pp.  slashed  with  numerous 
cuts,  R.  840. 
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To-eterte,  v.  start  asunder,  burst.  T.  ii. 
980. 

To-stoupe,  V,  stoop  forwards,  D  1560. 

To-8winke,  pr,  pi.  labour  greatly,  C  519. 

To-tar,  pt,  s,  tore  in  pieces,  rent.  B  3801. 

Totelere,  subst.  as  adj.  tattling,  tale- 
bearing. L.  35^. 

To-tere,  pr.  pi,  rend,  tear  in  pieces,  C 
474;  To-tar,//.  J.  rent,  B  3801 ;  To-tore, 
jp.  G  63s ;  To-torn,  pp,  much  torn,  5. 
I  jo;  defaced,  T.  iv.  358;  dishevelled,  R. 

Totner :  the  tother  {for  that  other),  the 

other,  L.  325  a. 
To-trede,  v.;  al  to-trede^  trample  under 

foot,  I  864. 
Toty.  a^,  dizzy,  A  4253.    Spenser  has 

totty:  F.  Q.  vii.  7.  39. 
Touchingre,  s.  touch,  I  207. 
Tough,  adi,  troublesome,  pertinacious,  in 

phr.  make    it   toughs  to   behave    in  a 

troublesome,  pertinacious,  and  forward 

manner,  T.  v.  lox ;   mcuie  it  tough,  was 

captious,  3.  531 ;  behaved  pertinaciously, 

T.  iii.  87. 
Touxnbliner,  ndj.  perishing,  B  3.  p  9. 168. 

See  Tombllngre. 
Toun,  s.    town,  A  217;    farm,  B  4138; 

neighbourhood,  R.  446. 
Tour,  s.  tower,  F  176;  tower  (of  London), 

A  3256;  mansion  (in  astrology),  4.  113. 

(In  B  2096,  the  sense  is  that  his  crest 

was   a    miniature    tower,   with    a   lily 

above  it.) 
Touret,  s.  turret,  A  1909. 
Toume,  v,  turn,  T.  ii.  688;   return,   D 

988. 
Tourney  Inge,  s.  tournament,  R.  1206. 
Tourneyment,  s.  tournament,  B  1906. 
Toumlngr,  s.  turning  round,  R.  761. 
Toute.  J.  buttocks,  backside,  A  3812, 3853. 
Toverbyde,  ger,  to  survive.  D  1260. 
Towayle,  s.  towel,  cloth,  R.  161 ;  Towaille, 
„  B  3935,  3943. 
Towne;  out  oft.,  away,  '1*.  iii.  570,  577, 

1091. 
To-wonde,  pt  s.  (with  substitution  of  the 

weak  for  the  strong  form,  as  in  abreyde), 

flew  in  pieces,  became  broken,  4.  102. 

The  form  towond,  flew  in  pieces,  occurs 

in  Sir  Fenimbras,  2568. 
To-yere,  adv.  this  year,  HF.  84;  D  168. 
TrcK^e,  s.  trace,  steps,  14.  3:  Traas.  pro- 
cession, L.  285. 
Trace,  i/r./>/.go,5.54. 
Trad,  pt.  s.  of  Trede. 
Tragredlen,  s.  writer  of  tragedy,  B   3. 

P6.3. 


TraisoTin,  s.  treason,  B  4307. 
Traitorye,  treachery,  B  781. 
Traitour,  s.  traitor,  HF.  267. 
Translaten,  ger.  to  translate,  L.  370;  pp, 

changed,  dressed  afresh,  £  38^. 
Transmuwe,  v.  transform.  T.  iv.  467; 

pp,  T.  iv.  830. 
Transporten,  v.  extend,  B  i.  p  4.  241. 
Trappe,  s.  trap,  snare,  A  145 ;  trap-door, 

entrance,  T.  iii.  741. 
Trapped,  pp.  furnished  with  trappings.  A 

289a 
Trappe-dore,  s.  trap-door.  T.  iii.  759. 
TrappureB,  //.  trappings  for  horses,  A 

2499. 
Traunce,  s.  trance,  A 1572 ;  half-conscious 

state,  B  3906 ;  brown  study,  D  2216. 
Traunce,  ger.  to  tramp  about,  T.  iii.  690. 
Trave,  s.  wooden  frame  for  holding  un- 
ruly horses,  A  3282.    O.  F.  tref  from  Lat. 

ace.  trabem,  beam. 
Travere,  s.  'traverse,'  a  curtain,  screen, 

T.  iii.  674 ;  E  1817. 
Trayed,  pt.  s.  betrayed,  HF.  390 ;  L.  2486. 
Trays,  s.  traces,  T.  i.  222;  A  2139.    O.  F. 

trais,  pi.  of  trait,  a  trace.    The  E.  traees 

is  a  double  plural. 
Traysen,  ger.  to  betray,  T.  iv.  438. 
Trayteresse,  s.  fern,  traitress,  3.    620, 

813. 
Traytour,  s.  traitor,  A  1130;  gen.  pi.  of 

traitors,  hence  traitorous,  C  896I 
Trecherye,    s.    treachery,    trickery,    B 

4530- 
TrechoureB,//.  traitors.  R.  197. 

Trede,  ^pr.pl,  tread.  A  3022;  Tret,^r.  j. 

treads,  D  2002;  Trad,  pt.  s.  trode,  B 

4368;  Troden, pt.pl.  HF.  2153;  Troden. 

pp.  stepped,  C  712. 
Trede-roul,  s,  treader  of  fowls,  B  3x35, 

4641. 
Tragddie,  s.  tragedy,  sad   story.  T.  v. 

1786. 
Tregretour,  s.  a  juggler  who  used  me- 
chanical contrivances.  HF.  1277;  //.  F 

IZ41. 
Trench,  s.  a  hollow  walk,  alley.  F  392. 

F.  trancher,  to  cut. 
Trenchant,  adj,  cutting,  sharp,  A  3930. 
Trenden,  v.  revolve,  B  3.  m  11. 4. 
Trentals,  //.  (sets  of)  thirty  masses  for 

the  dead,  U  X717, 1724. 
Tresor,  s.  treasure,  wealth.  B  442,  C  779. 
Tresorere,  s.  treasurer,  1. 107 ;  19. 18. 
Tresorie.  s.  treasury,  HF.  524. 
Trespas,  s.  wrong,  B  2547 ;  transgression. 

L.  408, 463. 
Trespaasoure,  s.  pi.  offenders,  B  9548. 
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i,  /.  a  (4kree4old>  pkut  (of  hair), 

R.  779;  HF.  230;  A  1049. 
Tresse,  ^er.  to  dress  (my)  hair,  to  plait, 

R.  599 ;  M  plaited,  D  344. 
Tressour,  j.  bead-dress,  K.  568.    Proba- 
bly a  *Gaul,'  or  net  of  gold  thread. 
Tret,^.  s,  o/Trede, 
TretaDle,  ad/,  tractable,  docile,  I  6sB; 

yielding,  L.  411;  inclinable,  3.  923;  in- 
dined  to  talk,  3.  533. 
Trete^  v,  treat,  T.  iv.  58 ;  treat  of,  tell,  5. 

34;  ^'^'  to  speak,  converse,  C  64;  /^. 

explained,  B  5.  p  z.  3. 
Tretee,  s.  treaty,  A  1288;  discussion,  F 

laip ;  agreement,  £  1893. 
TretiB,  j.  treaty,  B  233;    account,  T.  ii. 

1697 ;  treatise,  A.  pr.  5 ;  story,  B  2147. 
Tretys,  adj.  well-proportioned,  long,  A 

15a;  weIl-£uhioned,  R.  1016;  ^g^ceful, 

FL  932.    O.  F.  trefis. 
Tre  we,  adj.  true,  A  531 ;  honest,  L.  464 ; 

^/.  the  fiEiithfiil,  B  456. 
Trewe,  adu.  correctly,  8. 4. 
Trewe,  j.  truce,  T.  iii.  1779,  iv.  58 ;  Trewes, 

^/.  the  days  of  truce,  T.  v.  401. 
Trewe  love,  s.  true-love  (probably  a  leaf 

of  herb  paris  or  some  aromatic  confec- 
tion), A  3692. 
Trewely,  adv.  truly,  certainly,  A  481. 
Trewer,  adj.  truer.  6.  117. 
Trewer,  adv.  mor«!  truly,  3.  927. 
Treweste,  adj.  superl,  truest,  F  1539. 
Treye,  num.  *  tray,'  three,  C  653. 
Trlacle,  s.  a  sovereign  remedty,  B  479,  C 

314.    O.  F.  triacU. 
'MJkledfPt.pL  trickled.  B  1864. 
TfUle,  w.  turn,  twiri,  F  3x6.    CI  Swed. 

Iriiia,  to  turn  round. 
nrip,  /.  small  piece,  D  1747. 
Trippe,  V.  dance,  A  3328 ;  ^<r.  to  trip,  to 

move  briskly  with  the  feet,  F  312. 
Trist,  s.  trust,  T.  i.  154,  iii.  403. 
Trlste,  s.  tryst,  station,  T.  ii.  1534. 
Trlste,  V.  trust,  L.  333;  ^er.  to  trust  (to), 

L.  1885. 
'jy-isticia,  sadness,  I  725. 
Troden ;  see  Trede. 
Trogrlif  s.  trough,  A  3627. 
Troinpe,  s.  trumpet,  L.  635. 
Troinped,  pt.  s.  sounded  the  trumpet,  E 

1719. 
Troinpes,  pi.  trumpeters,  7. 30;  A  2671. 
Troncboun,  s.  broken  shan  of  a  spear, 

A  2615.    O.  F.  ironchoM. 
Trone,  s.  throne,  A  2529 ;  throne  (of  God) , 

heaven,  C  842. 
Tropik,  X.  the  turning-point,  a  name  for 

the  solstitial  points.  A.  i.  17.  13. 


Thopos,  s,  a  turning ;  t)ut  interpreted  by 

Cnaucer    to    mean    'agaynward,'    i.  e. 

backward,  A.  i.  17. 13. 
Trotteth,  pr.  s.  trots,  1.  e.  |;oes,  is,  E  1538. 
Troublable,  adj\  disturbmg,  B  4.  m  2. 

12. 
Trouble,  adj,  tempestuous,  turbid.  B  z. 

m  7.  3;  dull,  H  279;  disturbed,  I  537; 

anxious,  E  4^65 ;  vexed,  6.  Z33. 
Troubly,  ad/,  cloudy,  obscure,  B  4.  m  5. 

35- 
Trouthe,  s.  truth,  A  46 ;  fidelity,  L.  267 ; 

troth,  promise,  A  1610. 
Tro wezi, V. believe, H F. 699 ;  ipr. s,  trow, 

believe,  imagine,   A    155;    Trowestow, 

dost  thou  think.  B  i.  p  3.  24. 
Troyewardes,  to,  towards  Troy,  T.  i.  59. 
Trufles,  s.pJ.  trifles,  I  715. 
Tniinpen,  v.  blow  the  trumpet,  HF.  1243. 
Trussed,  pp.  packed,  A  681. 
Truwe,  s.  truce,  T.  iv.  Z312,  Z3Z4. 
Tryce,  v.  pull,  drag  away.  B  37x5.    Cf.  E. 

trice  up  (naudcal  term). 
Trye»  adj.  choice,  excellent.  B  2046. 
Tryne  cozzipas,  the  threefold  world,  con- 
taining earth,  sea.  and  heaven,  G  45. 
Tubbe,  s.  tub.  A  362X. 
Tuel,  s.  pipe,  slender  chimney,  HF.  1649. 

O.  F.  iue/,  F.  tuyau. 
Tukked,^.  tucked,  A  621. 
Tulle,  V.  entice,  allure,  A  4134. 
Tungre,  s.  tongue,  z.  Z28. 
Turet,  s.  the  eye  in  which  the  ring  of  the 

astrolabe  turned,  A.  i.  2.  x.    (Jotp^ve 

has  '  Tauret,  the  little  ring  by  which  a 

Hawkes  iune  or  /easA  is  fastened  unto 

the  Jesses.*    See  Torets. 
Tunnent,  s.  torment,  R.  274. 
Turznezite,  ^er.  to  vex,  L.  871. 
Tume,  ^er.  to  turn,  A  2454 ;  v.  turn  (in  a 

lathe),  A  3928;    Tumen,  v.  return,  L. 

26x9 ;  pp.  at  an  end,  3.  689. 
Tumesrinffe,  s.   tournament,   A   2557; 

mock  tournament,  R.  1407. 
Turtel,  s.  turtle-dove,  A  3706,  E  2080. 
Turves,  s.  pi.  turf-plots,  patches  of  turf, 

L.  204 ;  E  223^. 
Tusked,  provided  with  tusks,  F  X254. 
Tuskes,  pi.  tusks.  T.  v.  1238. 
Tuwel,  s.  hole,  D  2x48.    See  Tuel. 
Twelf ,  twelve.  C  30. 
Twelfmontb,  s.  twelvemonth,  year.  A 

651,  D  909. 
Twelfte,  adj.  twelfUi,  4.  X39. 
Tweye.  two.  A  704,792;  Twey.  B  2203; 

tw.  and  iw,,  in  pairs.  A  898. 
Tweyfold,  ad/,  double,  G  566. 
Tweyxie,  twam,  a.  76 ;  4. 95. 
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Twig-gres,  J.//,  twigs.  HF.  1936. 

Twifirhte,  //.  s,  twitched,  drew  quickly, 
T.  iv.  1 185;  Twight,  pp.  distraught,  (lit. 
twitched),  T.  iv.  57a;  pulled,  D  1563. 
The  infin.  is  twucken, 

Twinkellngr,  s.  twinkling,  4.  222;  mo- 
mentary  blinking,  £  37. 

Twinkled,  //.  //.  twinkled,  h  ^\  pp, 
winked,  B  a.  p  3.  79. 

Twinne,  v.  sever,  part,  T.  iv.  1197;  tw, 
from  his  wU^  lose  his  mind,  7. 102 ;  de- 
part, B  3195,  F  577;  ger,  to  separate, 
B  517 ;  to  depart  (from),  C  43a 

Twlnninge,  s,  separation,  T.  iv.  1303. 

Twiste,  s,  (1)  twist,  tendril,  T.  iii.  1230; 
(2)  twig,  spray,  K  2349. 

Twlste,  V.  wring,  torment,  F  566 ;  i  pu  s, 
tortured,  D  494;  pt,  s,  wrung,  E  2005; 
Twiste,  W.  s,  mdj\  would  compel,  con- 
strain, T.  iii.  1769;  Twist,  pp,  twisted, 

HF.  775. 
Two  so  ricbe,  twice  as  rich,  L.  2291. 

Cf.  Ten. 
Twyes,  adv.  twice,  A  4348;  Twye,  A.  i. 

16. 13. 
Tyd,  sd.  time,  hour,  T.  ii.  1739;  {usually) 

Tyde.  R.  1452;   season,  F  142;   Tydes, 

pi.  tides,  A  401. 
Tyden,  v.  befall,  happen,  B  337;  pr.  x. 

comes  (to),  (a  Northern  form)  A  4175; 

Tit,  pr,  J.  betides,  T.  i.  333;   Tid,  pp, 

haprcned.  T.  i.  907. 
Tydil,  J.  small  bird,  perhaps  the  titmouse, 

L.  154.    See  TldlfB. 
Tyme,  s,  time,  A  35,  44 ;  ^  tyme,  early, 

betimes,  L.  452;   tn  good  tyme,  3.  370; 

Tymes,  pi.  hours,  5.  283 ;  moments,  R. 

380 ;  {preceded  by  a  number)  Tyme,  gen, 

pi.  times,  T.  i.  441. 
Tyne,  s.  barrel.  12.  9.    O.  F.  tine, 
tyveix,  V.  tear,  rend,  B  3.  m  12.  49;  /r. 

pi.  pull  to  pieces,  T.  i.  787. 
Tytled,^.  dedicated,  I  894. 

U. 

Umbra  externa^  or  recta,  the  lower  part  of 

the  'skale';    Umbra  versa,  the  upper 

part  of  the  same,  A.  i.  12.  8. 
Umbreyde,  //,  s.  upbraided,  reproached, 

L.  1671. 
Unaflrreable,  adj.  miserable,  B  i.  m  i. 

32  (Lat.  ingratas), 
Unbltyde,  v.  fail  to  happen,  B  5.  p  4. 39. 
Unbodle,  v,  leave  the  body.  T.  v.  1550. 
Unbokele,  v,  unbuckle,  F  555. 
Unbrent.  pp.  unbumt,  B  1658. 
nnbroyden,/^.  unbraided,  T.  iv.  817. 


Unbuxumneeee,  s,  unsubmissiTencss, 
24.27. 

Undrcumscript,  pp,  boundless,  T.  v. 
1865. 

Unoonninfir,  adj.  unskilful.  6. 75. 

Unconninsre,  s.  ignorance.  B  3066^ 

Unconvenable,  adj,  unsuitable,  I  431. 

Uncouple,  v,  to  let  loose,  B  369a. 

Uncouth,  adJ,  curious,  A  2497;  strange. 
HF.  Z279  (where  the  text  has  uncouthe, 
but  read  uncouth), 

Uncouthly,  adv.  uncommonly,  strik- 
ingly, R.  58A. 

Uncovenable,  adJ,  unseemly,  I  631; 
unfit  (for  good),  B  4.  p  6.  33^ 

Uncunningre,  adJ,  ignorantTB  i.  p  x.  6t. 

Uncurtelsly,  adv,  rudely,  £  2363. 

Undefouled,  undefiled,  B  a.  p  4.  24. 

Undepartable,  adJ,  inseparable,  B  4.  p 
3.62. 

Underfirrowe,  pp,  of  short  stature,  A  156. 

Undermeles,  pi,  undem-times,  perhaps 
afternoons,  D  875.    See  below. 

Undem,  s,  B  ^la.  £  ate.  981.  A  par- 
ticular time  in  the  morning  is  here 
implied,  either  abqut  9  a.m.,  or  some- 
what later.  (Also  applied  to  signify 
mid-aftemoon.) 

Undemom,  //.  s.  perceived,  G  243; 
Undcrnome,,^.  reproved,  I  401. 

Underput,  pp.  subjected,  B  i.  p  6.  97. 

Underpysrbte,  pt,  s.  stuffed,  filled  under- 
neath, B  789. 

Underspore,  v,  thrust  (the  staff)  under, 
push  beneath,  A  346^. 

Understonde,  v,  understand,  A  746;  pr, 
pi.  C  646;  Understode,//./.  subj,  should 
understand,  T.  i.  X03S;  Understonde. 
pp.  understood,  T.  v.  ii86. 

unden»ke,  v,  afiinn,  £  803 ;  ger.  to  con- 
duct an  enterprise,  A  405;  warrant.  R. 
46X ;  dare  say.  B  3516. 

Undevocioun,  s,  lack  of  devotion,  I  7a3. 

Undl^ne,  adj.  unworthy,  £  359. 

Undo,  ger,  to  unfold,  reveal,  3.  899;  v, 
unfasten,  T.  iii.  741 ;  pr.  s.  opens,  A  3727. 

UndoutouB,  adj.  undoubting,  B  5.  p  i. 

3a. 
Unescbewably,  adv,  inevitably,  B  5.  p 

3*  '35' 
Uneschuable,  adj.  inevitable,  B  5.  p  x. 

105. 
Unethe,  adv.  scarcely ;  welunethe,  scarcely 

at  all.  HF.  2041. 
Unetbes,  adv.  with  difficulty,  T.  ii.  566. 
UnfamouB,  adJ,  lost  to  fiune,  HF.  1146. 
Unfeatlicb,  ac^'.  unfestive.  Jaded,  F  366. 
Unfirlltif ,  adj.  guiltless,  T.  iii.  1018. 
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Un-fiTTObbed,  adj.  not  digged  round,  9. 14. 
Unhap,  s,  ill  luck,  T.  i.  552. 
Unhappily,  adv.  unluckily,  T.  v.  937. 
Unhardy,  adj.  cowardl^r,  A  421a 
Unhele,  s,  misfortune,  sickness,  C  116. 
UnholBom,  adj.  ailing,  weak,  T.  iv.  330. 
Universe  ;  in  universe,  universally,  T.  iii. 

36. 
Universitee,  5.  the  universal,  B  5.  p  4. 

187. 
Unkinde,  adj.  unnatural,  B  88;    cruel, 

Unkmdely,  adv.  unnaturally,  C  485. 
Unkindenesse,  s.  unkindness.  B  1057. 
Unkonninff ,  adj.  unskilful,  A  2593. 
Unkorven,  adj.  uncut,  unpruned,  9.  14. 
Unkouth,  adj.  strange,  T.  ii.  151. 
Unkunninge,  adj.  ignorant,  R.  686. 
Unlaced,  fp.  disentangled,  B  3.  p  12.  166. 
Unle veful,  adj.  not  permissible,  1 593, 777. 
Unloven,  ^/r.  to  cease  to  love,T.  v.  1698. 
Unlust,  s.  disinclination,  I  680. 
Unlyklineese,  s,  difficulty  in  pleasing,  T. 

i.  z6. 
Unlykly,  adj.  unpleasing,  E  2180. 
Unmanhod,  s.  an  unmanly  act,  T.  i.  824. 


Unmerie,  adj.  sad,  HF.  74. 

ii.  858. 

est,  T.  iv.  30^. 
Unnethe,    adv.    scarcely,    hardly,    with 


•74- 
Unmigrhty ,  adj.  unable,  T.  ii.  858. 

Unneste,  imp,  s.  leave  thy  nest,  T.  iv.  301 


difficulty,  A  3121,  B  1050. 1816,  361  z. 

Unnethes,  adv,  scarcely,  B  1675,  D  2168. 

Unordredi  adj.  not  belonging  to  a  re- 
ligious order,  I  961. 

Unpaxigal,  adj.  unequal  (Lat  it^rem)^ 
B  3.  p  1.  13. 

Unpleyten,  v.  unplait,  explain,  unfold, 
B  2.  p  8.  II. 

Unpurveyed,  adj.  unprovided,  uncared 
for,  B  2.  p  I.  22. 

Unraced,  adj.  unbroken,  untom,  B  4. 

P  I.  53- 
Unrexneved,  pp.   unremoved,    without 

(its)  being  moved,  A.  it  46.  37. 
Unreste,  s.  restlessness,  D  11G4. 
Unrigrht,  J.  wrong,  T.  iv.  550;    injury, 

T.  ii.  453. 
Unrigrbtml,  adj.  wicked.  L.  1771. 
Unsad,  adj.  unsettled.  E  995. 
Unsavory,  adj.  displeasing,  I  51a 
Unsclence,    s.   unreal    knowledge,    no 

knowledge.  B  5.  p  3.  113. 
Unselinesse,  s.  unhappiness.  B  4.  p  4. 

38. 
Unsely,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2.  p  4.  8. 

Unset,  adj.  unappomted,  A  1524. 

Unshethe,  i  pr.  s,  unsheathe,  remove, 

T.  iv.  776. 


Unshette,//.  s.  unlocked,  £  9047. 
Unshette,  adj.pl.  not  shut,  HF.  1953. 
Unshewed,  pp.  unconfessed,  I  999. 
Unslttinge,  adj.  unfit,  T.  ii.  307. 
Unskilful,  adj.  fooUsh,  T.  i.  79a 
Unskilfully,  adv.  unreasonably,  B  z.  p  4. 

Unslekked,  adj.  unslacked,  G  806. 
Unsofte,  adj.  harsh,  E  1824. 
Unsolexnpne,    adj.  uncelebrated,  B  i. 

P3-64- 
Unspeedful,  adj,  unprofitable,  B  5.  p  6w 

337. 
Unstaiinchable,  adj.  inexhaustible,  B  2. 

p  7.  ia6  (Lat  inexkaustd) . 
Unstaunched,  adj^  insatiate,  B  2.  p  6. 

lie  (Lat  inexpletam). 
Unstraunflre,  adj.  well-known,  A.  ii.  17. 

rubric. 
Unswelle,  v.  become  less  full,  T.  iv.  1146. 
Unswete,  adj.  bitter,  HF.  72. 
Unthank,  s.  no  thanks,  want  of  thanks, 

T.  V.  699 ;  a  curse,  A  4081. 
Unthrlft.  5.  nonsense,  T.  iv.  431. 
Untbriftily,  adv.  poorly,  G  803. 
Unthrift^y,  a^r.  profitless.  T.  iv.  1530. 
Untold,  adj.  uncounted,  A  3780. 
Untressed,  adj.  with  hair  loose,  5.  268 ; 

unarranged,  £37^;  unplaited,  A  1289. 
Untretable,  adj.  mexorable.  B  2.  p  8.  2. 
Untrewe,  adv.  untruly,  A  735. 
Untriste,  v.  distrust,  T.  iii.  839. 
Untyme;  in  unfymt,  out  of  season,  1 1051. 
Unwar,  adj.  unaware,  T.  i.  304;   unex- 
pected, B  427. 
Unwar,  adv.  unexpectedly,  unawares,  T. 

i.  549. 
Unwelde,  adj.  (unwieldy),  too  weak  to 

support  herself,  R.  359 ;  difficult  to  move, 

H  55 ;  difficult  to  control,  A  3886. 

Unweznmed,  adj.  unspotted,  spotless, 
B  924.  G  137,  225. 

Unwened,  adj.  unexpected,  B  4.  p  6. 26a 

Unwist,  adj.  unknown.  T.  ii.  1294;  un- 
wist  of,  uninformed  of,  T.  i.  93 ;  unknown 
by.  L.  1653. 

Un"Wit,  J.  folly,  4.  271. 

Unwot,  pr.  s.  fiuls  to  know,  B  5.  p  6. 177. 

Unwrye,  v.  reveal,  T.  i.  8^8. 

Unyolden,  pp.  without  having  yielded, 
A  2642. 

Up,  adv.  up;  open  (outwards,  not  up- 
wards), A  3801 ;  as  v.  up  with,  HF.  loai ; 
up  and  doun^  T.  ii.  659;  in  all  directions, 
A  977;  backwards  and  ibrM-ards,  A 
1052, 

Up,;fri5^.  on,  upon,  A  2543;  up  peril,  on 
peril,    D    2271;    up  peyne,    under    the 
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penalty,  D  1587:  uppapit,  on  the  point, 

ready.  T.  iv.  1153. 
np-bounde,>»^.  bound  up,  T.  Hi.  517. 
Up-caste,  pt,  s,  cast  up,  B  906. 
Up-drow,  pi.  X.  drew  up,  ll  1459. 
Up^nboeaedy/i^.  raised.  L.  laoo. 
Up-haf ,  /»/.  J.  uplifted,  A  2428. 
Upon,  pTfp,   upon,  A  131;    In,  F  925; 

against.  D  1313. 
Upon,  used  adwr^uUfy,  upon   (him    or 

her),  on,  D  559,  1382. 
nppe,  adv,  up,  i.  e.  left  open,  F  6x5. 
Up-pllgrlit,  pp.  plucked  up,  pulled   up, 

Upngnt,  adv.  i.  e.  reversed,  D  3266  *.  also, 

lying  on  one's  back  (mostly  of  people 

asleep  or  dead)  ;  A  4194 ;  B  1801. 
Up-rist,  pr.  s.  rises  up.  L.  1188 ;  A  4249. 
np-ris^B,  s.  dot.  up-nsing,  A  1051. 
Upronne,  pp.  ascended,  F*  386. 
I7p-BO-do|in,  adv.  upside  down,  A  1377, 

G62S. 
npsprtngre,  V.  rise  (as  the  sun),  4. 14. 
Upsterte,  pt,  s.  upstarted,  arose,  A  1080, 

1299. 
Up-yaf ,  pi.  s.  yielded  up,  gave,  A  2427. 
Up-yolden,  pp.  yielded  up.  A  3052. 
Ua&^e,  s.  usage,  habit,  A  no;  hadde  in 

usdj^e,  was  accustomed,  B  1696 ;  xwu  in 

usdge,  B  17 17. 
Usaunce,  s.  custom,  R.  683. 
n8aunt,/r^j.  //.  as  adj.  addicted,  I  821 ; 

accustomed,  A  3940. 
Usen,^^/'.  to  accustom,  I  245 ;  v.  use,  B44 ; 

Useth.  pr.  s.  is  accustomed,  L.  364. 
Us-selve,  pron.  ourselves.  I  349. 
XTsshers,  s.  pi.  ushers,  F  293. 
UBure,  s.  usury,  B  1681. 
XTs-ward,  to,  towards  us.  B  2938. 
Utter,  adj.  outward,  G  498. 
Uttereste,  adj.  superL  supreme,  E  787. 

V. 

Vache,  s.  cow.  beast.  13. 32.  The  reference 
is  to  a  quadruped  that  looks  ebwm  to  the 
earth. 

Valance,  j.  (possihfy)  sign  of  zodiac  op- 
posite the  mansion  of  a  planet,  4.  145 ; 
if  so.  the  reference  here  is  to  the  sign 
of  Aries. 

Val6ur,  j.  worth,  R.  957. 

Vane,  s.  a  weather-cock,  E  996. 

Vanish,  i  pr.  s.  shrink  up.  waste  away, 
C732. 

Variaunce,  s.  variation,  T.  iv.  985 ;  Vari- 
ance, difference,  I  437. 

Variaunt,  adj.  varying,  G  1175. 


Vasattlaffe,  j. -prowess,  L.  1967. 

Vavassour,  s.  a  sub-vassal,  next  in  dig- 
nity to  a  baron,  A  360. 

Veine,  adj.  fern,  vain,  R.  447. 

Veludt,  X.  velvet.  R.  1420;  Velu«ttes, //. 
F644. 

Venerian,  adj.  devoted  to  Venus.  D  609. 

Venerye,  s.  hunting,  A  166.  2308. 

VensTO,  v.  revenge.  B  2471. 

Vengeresaes,  s.pl.  avengeresses,  avenge 
ing  deities.  B  3.  m  12.  38. 

Venlm,  s.  venom,  poison,  R.  1089;  malice, 
B  891,  C  421;  corruption,  A  2751;  dye 
(Lat.  ueneno),  B  2.  m  5.  12. 

VentUBingre,  s.  cupping  (a  surgical  opera- 
tion). A  2747. 

Venus,  venerealpleasure,  D  464. 

Ver,  the  spring.  T.  i.  157. 

Veray,  adj.  very,  true,  real.  L.  1068. 

Verdegrroes,  s.  verdigrease,  G  791. 

Verdit,  s.  verdict.  A  787. 

Vemdflre,  s.  a  wine  of  Itrly.  B  1261. 

Vemlcle,  s.  vemicle,  A  685.  A  copy  of 
the  sacred  handkerchief  on  which  the 
impression  of  the  Saviour's  fisice  was 
distinguishable. 

Vemlsshed,  pt.  s.  varnished;  hence 
(jocularly),  lined  in  a  lavish  way,  A 
4149. 

Verre,  s.  glass,  T.  ii.  867. 

Verray,  adj.  very,  true,  A  72, 422;  v. force, 
main  force,  B  3237. 

Verray ly,  adv.  verily,  truly,  2,  73. 

Verrayment,  adv.  verily.  B  1903. 

Verslflour,  s.  poet.  B  2783. 

Vertu,  s.  virtue,  A  307 ;  quickening  power, 
A  4;  power,  A  2249;  valour,  R.  1208; 
mental  faculty,  HK.  550;  mngic  in- 
fluence, F  146.  157;  V.  piese,  satisfy 
virtue,  be  virtuous,  E  216. 

Vertuous,  adj.  virtuous,  A  2^1;  full  of 
virtue,  D  1x13:  fill!  of  healmg  power, 
R.  1097 ;  holy.  I  455. 

Verye  (a  word  used  in  a  charm),  A  3485. 
Perhaps  for  weri,  an  accursed  creature ; 
A.  S.  toearr. 

Vese,  s.  rush  (Lat.  impetus),  A  1985. 

Vessel,  s.  {collectively),  vessels,  plate.  B 

3338. 
Vestlment,  s.  clothing,  F  59. 
Veyne,  s.  vein,  A  3. 
Veyne-blood,  j.  bleeding  at  a  vein,  A 

2747. 
Vl&are,  s,  voyage,  travel,  journey,  T.  ii.  75 ; 

expedition,  attempt.  T.  lii.  732. 
Vlcalre,  s.  deputv,  deputed  ruler,  5.  379 ; 

Vicary,  a  vicar,  1  22. 
Victor,  s.  as  adj.  of  victory,  5.  x8a. 
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Vlflrild,  J.  wake,  T.  v.  305. 

Visrilyes,  pi.  vigils.  A  377. 

Vlker,  s.  vicar.  D  aoo8. 

Vileinous,  a4;\  evil,  B  3693. 

Vllelna,  Vileyns.  a^f.  villainous,  L.  1824; 
rude.  D  ia68;  sinful,  I  854,  914;  evil, 
wicked,  I  556. 

Vileinaly,  adv.  evilly,  I  154;  Vilaynsly, 
shamefully,  R.  1498. 

Vilelnye,  s.  vile  conduct,  B  3547;  great 
harm,  A  4 191;  despiteful  language,  re- 
proach, D  34.  53;  disgrace,  A  943;  unfit 
speech,  A  70;  servitude,  1  143;  dis- 
courtesy, rudeness,  C  740;  vileness,  HF. 
96;  reproach,  T.  iv.  21;  evil-doing.  B 
1681. 

Vlnolent,  adj.  full  of  wine,  D  467,  1931. 

Violes,  s.  pi.  vials,  phials.  G  793. 

Virelayes,  s.  pi.  ballads  with  a  particular 
return  of  rime,  F  948 ;  L.  433. 

Vllitoot,  s.  brisk  movement.  A  3770. 

Vlxitrate,  s.  hag,  D  1582. 

VlB&fire,  V.  put  a  face  (on  it),  disguise.  £ 
2373. 

Vlsltaclouns,  s,  pi.  visits,  D  555. 

V^Aft^^ger.  to  visit,  A  4^3,  1194. 

Vltallle,  s.  victuals,  provisions.  A  248, 569. 

VitaiUe,  v.  provide  with  victuals,  L.  1093. 

Vitaillers,  pi,  victuallers.  A  4366. 

Vltremyte,  s.  {probably)  a  woman's  cap, 
an  effeminate  head-dress,  B  3563. 

Voided,  pp.  removed,  F  Z195;  cleared, 
emptied.  L.  2635. 

Vols,  s.  voice,  R.  751.    See  Voys. 

VolaiiBre,  adj.  giddy,  volatile,  R.  1384; 
wanton,  H  339. 

Volatyl,  $.  as  pi.  fowls,  B  1263. 

VoHor,  s.  vulture,  B  3.  m  13.  46;  pi.  T.  i. 
788. 

Volupoer,  j.  night-cap,  A  4303 ;  Voluper, 
woman's  cap,  A  3341. 

Vouche,  v.;  only  used  with  sauf,  safe; 
Vouche  sauf,  v.  to  avouch  as  saSt,  call 
safe,  vouchsafe,  grant,  deign,  permit, 
A  813.  B  1641.  E  3341 ;  I  pr.  s.  am  content. 
T.  iv.  90;  3  /r.  pL  vouchsafe,  grant, 
deign,  L.  2038;  Voucheth  sauf,  imp,  pi. 
vouchsafie,  E  885,  F  1043. 

Voyde  (void66),x. '  voidee,'  alight  dessert, 
with  wine  and  spices,  T.  iii.  674. 

Voyden,  v,  get  rid  of,  expel,  A  3751,  E 
ozo,  F  188;  imp,  s,  depart  from,  E  806; 
Voydeth,  imf,pL  send  away,  G  1136. 

Voye,  s,  voice,  A  688,  C  531 ;  rumour, 
E  639;  commendation,  E  1593;  report, 
.  ni.  Z733. 

Vulfirar,  adj.  A.  ii.  9.  5.  The  day  vulgar 
is  the    length   of  the    '  artificial '    day, 


with    the    durations   of   morning   and 
evening  twilight  added  to  it. 
Vyce,  J.  feiult,  error,  T.  i.  689;  F  loi; 
defect,  D  955. 

W. 

Waast,  s.  waist,  B  1890. 

Waat,  pr.  s.  knows  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Wacche,  s,  sentinel,  B  3316. 

Wachet,  s.  light  blue  colour,  A  3321. 

Later  £.  waichtt, 
Waden,  v.  pass,  E 1684 ;  wade  (through) , 

D  3084;  enter  (into),  T.  ii.   150;    go. 

descend,  B  3684. 
Waf ,  pi,  s.  wove,  L.  3364. 
Wafereres,  s.  pi.  makers  of  gaufres  or 

wafer-cakes,  confectioners,  C  479. 
Wagres,  //.  A  1803;  pay,  recompense, 

4.  344. 
WagrerinSt  j.  shaking.  T.  ii.  1^5. 
Waiten,  v.  attend  on,  L.  13(19;  pr.  5. 

watches,  E  708;   imp.  s,  observe,  A.  ii. 

S-  18. 
wake,  V.  be  awake,  lie  awake,  18.  37; 
Waken,  v.  cut.  awake,  B  1187;  pr.  s, 
watches,  F  819 ;  Wook,  i  pt.  s.  awoke,  5. 
695 ;  remained  awake,  B  3809 ;  Waked, 
pp.  awaked,  3. 394 ;  kept  wake,  caroused. 


Wake-: 


ake-pleyes,  //.  funeral  games,  A  3960. 
Waker,  adj.  vigilant.  5.  358. 
Waking-,  s.  watching,   being  awake.  3. 

6x1;  period  of  wakefulness.  B  22;  pi. 

vigils,  I  357. 
W£et,  a  wallet,  A  686;  Wal6t,  A  681. 
Walked  {/or  Walketh),  j.  walking;   in 

phr.  go  walked,  for  go  arwalketh,  gone 

a-walking,  3.  387 ;  D  1778. 
Walken,  ger.  to  walk,  roam,  A  3309; 

Welk.   I  pt,  s.  walked,  T.  ii.  517;    is 

walked,  is  gone,  went,  A  3368. 
Walsh-note,  gen,   sing,  walnut's,    HF. 

138 1. 
Walwe,  ger,  to  wallow,  roll  about,  T.  i. 

699;   pr.  pi.  wallow,  tumble,  A  4378; 

pr.  s.  tosses,  L.  i  x66 ;  rolls  about,  D  1085 ; 

pp.  involved,  immersed,   13.   17;   Wal- 

winge,  fres.  part,  causing  to  roll,  B  i. 

m  7.  4  (Lat.  uoluens), 
Wangee,  s.pl.  molar  teeth,  A  4030. 
Wangr-tootn,  s.  molar  tooth,  B  3334. 
Wanhope,  s.  despair,  A  1349. 
Wanie,  v.  wane,  A  3078. 
I  Wante,  v.  be  wanting,  be  absent,  L.  361 ; 

fail,  be  lacking,  I  514 ;  pr.  s,  is  lacking, 

H338. 
Wantowneese,  s,  wantonness,    B  31; 

mannerism  (of  speech),  A  364. 
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Wantruflt,  s,  distrust,  T.  i.  794 ;  H  a8o. 

War,  adj.  prudent,  discreet,  cautious,  T. 
i.  203 ;  aware,  A  157, 896. 3604 ;  vfos  I  to., 
I  observed,  5.  si8,  298 ;  /  was  w.,  3.  445 ; 
^en  w.,  beware,  T.  i.  635 ;  de  tu.,  beware,  | 
13.  11;  take  warning.  G  737;  de  vk/^o,  > 
beware  of,  L.  473 ;  da/A  to.,  beware,  T.  iii.  1 
1180;  B  1699.3281.  ' 

War  him,  let  nim  beware,  A  662 ;  7oar 
yoTo,  make  way,  B  1889. 

Warde,  s.  dot.  (?)  keeping;  on  w.,  into 
his  keeping,  3.  248;  in  our  w.,  C  201; 
under  my  tu.,  I  880. 

Wardecors,  s.  body-guard.  D  359. 

Warderere,  /or  warde  rere,  look  out 
behind.  A  4101. 

Wardrobe,  s.  privy,  B  1762. 

Ware,  adj.  aware,  3. 1030. 

Ware,  s.  wares  (for  sale),  merchandise,  B 
Z40,  1246. 

Ware,  imp.  pi,  beware,  B  4416. 

Warente,  ger.  to  warrant,  protect,  C  338. 

Wariangrles,  //.  shrikes,  butcher-birds, 
D  1408. 

Warien,  ger,  to  curse,  T.  ii.  1619 ;  i  pr.  s. 

Warlaoun,  s.  requital,  R.  1537. 

Warlsshe,  v.  cure,  I  998;  recover,  be 
cured,  B  2172;  pp.  cured.  B  2467. 

Warlsshinffe,  s.  cure,  B  2205. 

Warly,  adv,  warily,  carefully,  T.  iii.  454. 

Wame,  v,  reject,  refuse,  i.  ii ;  i  pr.  s. 
warn,  bid  you  take  heed,  B  16,  1x84; 
invite,  B  2652;  2/r.  s.  subj,  inform,  HF. 
893;  pp'  forewarned,  L.  2658;  given 
notice,  B  1578. 

Wames1x>re,  ger.  to  fortify,  defend,  B 
2487;  to  garrison,  B  2521;  pp.  pro- 
visioned, B  1.  p  3.  85. 

Wamestorinir,  J.  fortifying,  B  2525. 

Warjfce,  v.  heal,  cure,  C  906. 

Waste,  ad^'.//.  wasted, (Mirtially  destroyed, 
A  1331. 

Wastel-breed.  s.  cake-bread,  bread  of  the 
very  best  quality,  A  147. 

Wastour,  s.  waster,  E  1535. 

Watering,  s.  watering-place  (for  horses), 
A  826. 

Wawe,  s.  wave.  B  508. 1  363. 

Waxen, /jJ.  become,  T.v.  1014,  1374, 1376. 

Wayk,  aaj.  weak,  L.  2428,  2713. 

Way  ken,  ger.  to  grow  weak,  lessen, 
T.  iv.  1 144. 

Waymenten,  ger.  to  lament,  I  230. 

Waymentinsre,  s.  lamenting,  lamenta- 
tion, A  995,  1921. 

Wayn,  s.  car,  B  4.  m  i.  34. 

Way  ten,  ger.  to  observe,  T.  i.  190;  to 


watch  for,  F  1263;   to  watch,  F    444; 
V.  to  expect,  B  467 ;  pr,  s,  seeks  occasion, 

A  1222. 

Webbe,  s.  a  weaver,  A  362. 

Wedde,  s.  da/.;  /o  w.,  as  a.  pledge,  in 

pledge,  A  iai8,  B  1613. 
Wedde,  ger.  to  wed,  T.  v.  863. 
Wedding,  s.  wedlock,  17.  24. 
Wede,  s.  weed,  robe,  garment,  A   1006, 

B  2x07,  E  863. 
Weder,  x.  weather,  D  2253,  F  52 ;  storm, 

T.  ii.  2,  iii.  657. 
Wedee,//.  weeds,  T.  i.  946. 
Weel,  adv.    well,  A  926;    well    placed, 

luckily  situated,  B  308. 
Weeldlnge,  s.  power,  control,  B  2800. 
Weep,  p/.  s.  of  wepe. 
Weeply ,  adj.  tearful,  sorrowful,  B  i.  p  i.  3. 
Weet,  s.  wet,  A  4107. 
Weex,//.  s.  waxed,  grew,  G  5x3. 
Weffgre,  s.  a  wedge,  A.  i.  14.  6. 
Wehee,  s.  a  whinnying  noise.  A  4066. 
Weilawey,  alas  I  D  216. 
Wei,  adv.  well,  A  384,  B  25;  much,  L. 

1386;    many,  L.  11;  certainly,   L.  452; 

fiiUy,  A  29,  49;  about  {used  wi/h  num- 

bers),  A  24 ;  toei  royal,  very  royal,  F  26 ; 

wel  fiy,  very  nearly,  B  3230 ;  wel  /he  be/, 

much    better,    T.    ii.    92;    wel  une/fu, 

scarcely  at  all,  L.  33  a;  /o  be  wel,  to 

be  in  favour,  3.  845;  wel  is  Aim,  it  is 

well  for  him,  T.  i.  350 ;  well  was  Aim, 

it  was  well  for  him,  B  4066;  /ill  wel, 

very  well,  A  122. 
Welawey,  in/,  alas !  T.  iii.  1695. 
Welde,  s.  weld,  Reseda  LuUola,  9.  17. 
Welde,  s.  power,  control,  R.  395. 
Welden,  ger.  to  have  control  over,  to 

move   with   ease,   D    1947;   to    control, 

D  271;  to  wield,  L.  2000;  Weltc, /A  s. 

B  3200. 
Weldy,  adj.  wieldy,  active,  T.  ii.  636. 
Wele,  s.  happiness,  success,  prosperity, 

well-being,  good  fortune,  A  895,  3101. 

B  122. 
Weleful,  adj.  prosperous,  happy,  B  2507 ; 

blessfd,  B  451. 
Welefulnesse,  s.  happiness,  B  i.  p  3. 35. 
Welk,  pt.  s.  0/  Walken. 
Welked,  pp,  as  adj.  withered,  C    738, 

D  277. 
Welken,   s.    heaven,    sky,    HF.    1601; 

Welkne,  10.  6a. 
Welmeth./r.  s,  wells,  gushes.  R.  1561. 
Welte,  p/.  s.  wielded,  i.  e,  lorded  it  over, 

possessed  for  use,  B  3200. 
Wel-wllly,  adj.  benevolent,  benign,  bene* 

ficent,  T.  iii.  1257. 
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Wem,  s,  blemish,  R.  930;  hurt,  F  121. 
Wezninelees,  adj\  stainless,  G  47. 
Wenden,  ^tr,  to  go,  A  ai,  2214;  pass 

away,  A  3025 ;  go,  pass,  B  1683 ;  Went, 

pr,  s.  goes,  T.  ii.  36,  812;  Wente,  //.  s. 

went,  A  78,  B  1739 ;  Wente  him,  pi.  s. 

went,  G  no;   Wentestow,  2  pr.  j.  hast 

thou  gone,  A  3486 ;  Went,  pp.  gone,  L. 

1651 ;  dea  went,  are  gone,  B  173 ;  is  went, 

is  gone,  G  534. 
Wendingr*  -f*  departure,  T.  iv.  1344,  1436. 
Wene,  5.  supposition,  doubt,  T.  iv.  1593 ; 

witkouten  wene,  without  doubt,  R.  574, 

732. 

Wenen,  v.  ween,  suppose,  imagine,  con- 
sider, L.  12;  G  676;  expect,  A  4320; 
Wenestow,  weenest  thou,  thinkest  thou, 
D  311;  Weneth,  pr.  s.  imagines  (with 
m^ir  =  one),  A  2195;  Wende,  i  />/.  s, 
imagined.  T.  v.  693;  supposed,  F  585; 
fancied,  A  1269 ;  Wendest,  2  pr.  s.  swj. 
shouldst  ween,  T.  i.  1031 ;  Wende,  pf,  s. 
subj.  would  have  thought,  C  782 ;  Wend, 
pp.  supposed,  T.  iv.  384 ;  imagined,  T.  v. 
1682. 

Wengred,  adj.  winged,  HF.  21x8. 

Wengres,  //.  wings,  L.  168  a. 

Weningre,  s.  imagination,  supposition, 
T.  iv.  992. 

Went,  pr.  s.  and  pp.  of  Wenden. 

Wente,  pt.  s.  of  Wenden. 

Wente,  s.  turn,  T.  ii.  63 ;  path,  passage, 
T.  iii.  787 ;  footpath,  18.  69. 

Wepe,  V.  weep,  A  144,  230 ;  Weep,  pt  s. 
wept,  A  148,  B  606,  1052 ;  Wepte,  pt.  s. 
{weak  form),  B  267;  Wepen,  pp.  T.  i. 
941 :  Wopen,  pp.  F  523. 

Wepen,  s.  weapon,  L.  1994. 

Werbul,  j.  tune  (warble),  T.  ii.  1033. 

Werche,  v.  work,  perform,  B  566; 
Wroghtestow  {f>r  Wroghtest  thou), 
thou  didst  cause,  B  3583 ;  Wroghte,//.  s. 
worked,  A  497;  contrived,  B  1788; 
made,  E  1152;  Wroughtc,  i  pt.  s.  acted, 
A.  ii.  3.  46 ;  did,  R.  701 ;  Wrought,  pp. 
made,  formed,  R.  559;  born,  B  3619; 
created,  G  326 ;  composed,  L.  372. 

Werde,  pt.  s.  of  Were  (wear). 

Werdes,  j.  pi.  fates,  destinies,  B  i.  m  i. 
14. 

Were,  $.  weir,  5.  138 ;  T.  'ii- 35. 

Were,  J.  doubt,  3.  1295;  HR  979;  men- 
tal struggle,  L.  2686.     Lowl.  Sc.  weir. 

Were,  2  pt.  s.  wast,  T.  iv.  762 ;  it  were, 
they  were,  E  850;  a/  were  it,  though  it 
were,  D  1172. 

Were  (w^ra),  v.  wear,  21.  7;  Werede, 
pt.  J.  wore,  A  1388, 3235 ;  Werde,  R.  875 ; 


Wered,  A  75 ;  Wered  upon,  i  //.  j.  wore 

upop  (me),  D  559. 
Were,  jrgr,  to  defend,  A  2550. 
Weilngre,  s.  wearing,  I  1052. 
Werk,  J.  work,  A  479 ;  act,  L.  891, 
Werken,  v.  act,  A  3527 ;  pr.  s.  acts,  L. 

Workers,  pt.  doers,  D  1937. 
Werkes,  pr.pt,  ache,  A  4030. 
Werking,  s.   deed,    H    210;    mode    of 

operation,  G  1367. 
Weme,  ^er.  to  re^e,  T.  iii.  149,  iv.  iii ; 

V.  refuse,  R.  1485;    warn  oflf,  R.  636; 

Werned,  pp.  forbidden,  R.  442. 
Wemlngr,  s.  let,  forbidding,  R.  1142. 
Werre,  j.  war,  T.  ii.  868 ;  trouble,  T.  v. 

1393;  of  werre,  in  war,  T.  i.  134;  to  w., 

in  enmity,  i.  116. 
Werre,  adv.  worse,  3.  616. 
Werreye,  ^er.  to  make  war,  A  1484 ;  v. 

war  against,  A  1544;  pr.  s.  opposes,  I 

w  erreyour,  j.  warrior,  L.  597. 

Were,  adj.  worse,  A  3872. 

Werste,  adj.  superl.  worst,  T.  ii.  304. 

Werte,  s.  wart,  A  555. 

Wery,  adj.  (being)  weary,  T.  iv.  707; 

worn,  R.  440,  664;   beaten  repeatedly, 

lit.  weary,  B  4.  m  5.  17. 
Wesele.  s.  weasel,  A  3234. 
Wesh,//.  J.  of  Wasshe. 
Weste,  V.  turn  to  the  west,  L.  61,  197. 
Westren,  v.  to  go  to  the  west,  T.  ii.  906. 
Wete,  s.  perspiration,  G  1187. 
Wete,  V.  wet,  HF.  1785. 
Wether,  s.  sheep.  T.  iv.  1374. 
Weven,  v.  weave,  L.  2352 ;  Waf,  pt.  s. 

wove,  L.  2364. 
Wex,  s.  wax,  A  675,  E  1430. 
Wexen,  v.  wax,  ^row,  become,  B  2265,  G 

877 ;  I  pr.  s.  subj.  may  I  become,  G  1377 ; 

Wexe,  2  pr.  pt.  increase,  grow  (in  ap- 
plauding),  E  998;    Wex,   pt.    s.  grew, 

became,  A    1362;    increased,    L.    727; 

Woxe,pp.  grown,  R.  1460;  become,  HF. 

1494. 
Wezede,  pt.  s.  coated  with  wax,  A.  ii. 

40.  28. 
Wey,  s.  way,  A  34:  path,  R.  1345;  the 

sun's  apparent  daily  path,  A.  ii.  30.  5; 

the  sun's  apparent  annual  orbit,  A.  i. 

21.  49;  a  furlong  wey,  a  short  time  (lit. 

short  distance),  E  516;  go  wey,  go  thy 

way,  T.  i.  574;    do  wey,  take  away,  A 

3387, 
Wey  en,  v.  weigh,  B  3776;   oghte  weyen, 

ought  to  weigh,  L.  3^8. 
Weyere,  j.  the  'weigher,'  a  translation 
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of  the  Lat.  equtUor;  because  the  days 
and  nights,  at  the  equinoxes,  are  equal ; 
A.  i.  17.  a^. 

Weyk,  adj.  weak,  7.  341. 

Weylaway,  inttrj.  alas !  A  938. 

WeymentiniTO,  s,  lamenting,  A  903; 
lament,  T.  ii.  65. 

Weynes,  j.  pL  chariots,  B  4.  m  5.  6. 

Weyven,  ger,  to  turn  aside,  E  1483 ;  v. 
waive,  neglect,  T.  ii.  284;  put  aside,  D 
1 176;  forsake,  G  276;  abandon,  B  2406. 

Whan,  when,  A  5,  18, 179. 

What,  whatever,  4.  170 ;  what  sort  of  a, 
L.  1305;  what  with,  B  21,  23;  why,  T. 
ii.  262,  292 ;  what !  how !  L.  x8oo ;  What 
that,  whatever,  £  165;  What  man  that, 
whoever,  B  2645 ;  What . .  what,  partly, 
.  .  partly,  HF.  2058. 

Wheelen,  ger.  to  cause  to  revolve,  T.  i. 

139. 
Wnelkes,  pi.  pimples,  blotches.  A  632. 

Whelp,  i.  cub,  A  2627. 

Whenne,  adv.  whence,  E  588. 

Whennes,  adv.  whence,  B  2400. 

Wher,  adv.  where,  B  1785,  &c. ;  wherever, 

R.  1669;  Wher  as  (^r  wher-as) ,  where 

that,  where,  B  647,  13 11. 
Wher,  whether,    (a    common    contracted 

form  of  whether) ,  3.  91. 
Wher-as,  adv,  where  that,  where,  T.  iii. 

VfYLereotf  prep,  in  what  respect,  R.703; 

for  what,  K.  1552. 
Wherfore,  for  any  cause.  C  216. 
Wher-on ;  long  wher-on,  because  of  what, 

G93a 
Wher-«o,  whether,  B  294;  wherever,  L. 

439- 

Wher-throufiTh,  adv.  by  means  of  which, 
3.  120. 

Wherto,  iuiv.  for  wherefore,  T.  i.  409, 

Whete,  s.  wheat,  C  375. 

Whether,  adj.  which  (of  two),  A  1856. 

WTiette,^.//.  sharpened,  T.  v.  1760. 

Which,  proH,  which,  A  161 ;  whom,  A 
568;  what  kind  of.  L.  1883;  Which  a, 
what  kind  of  a,  what  a,  L.  668,  869,  &c. 

Whlder,  whither,  T.  v.  428, 486. 

Whllk,  which  (Northern).  A  4078. 

Whilom,  adv,  once,  D  2017. 

Whlppeitree  (^^i/^Wippeltree),  cornel- 
tree,  A  2923. 

Whirls,  ger.  to  rush,  go  swiftly,  T.  v. 
1019;  v.  be  whirled  round,  5.  80. 

Who,  interrog,  who,  T.  v.  371;  D  692; 
ituUf.  who  (it  might  be),  3.  244;  one 
who,  3.559;  whoever,  who,  T.  v.  11 15; 
Who  was  who,  which  was  which,  A  430a 
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Whyle,  s,  time,  A  3299;  worth  the  wJL, 

worth  while,  T.  v.  882. 
Whyl-er,  adv.  formerly,  G  1328. 
Whyles,  gen.  s.  as  adv. ;  the  whyles,  whilst, 

Whylom,  adv.  once,  formerly,  once  on  a 
time,  R.  10.  362. 

Whjrne,  v,  wnine,  whinny.  D  386. 

Whyt,  adj.  white,  A  238;  or  sb,,  white 
wine,  C  526,  562 ;  (I,  innocent,  guileless, 
T.  iii.  1567;  specious,  flattering,  T.  iii. 

Whyte,  J.  white  (i.  e.  silver),  T.  iii.  1384. 
Wldwe,  s.  widow,  A  253. 
Wldwehode,    s.    widowhood,    I    916; 

Widwehed,  L.  295  a. 
Wierdes,  pi.  fates,  T.  iii.  617;  Wirdes, 

L.  2580.     A.  S.  wyrd. 
Wigrht,  s.  a  person,  creature,  man.  living 

being,  A  71,  280;  whit,  short  while,  A 

4283 ;  Wightes,  pL  creatures,  men,  beings, 

A  3479. 
Wi^ht,  adj.  active,  B  3457 ;  fleet,  A  4086. 

Wl^hte,  s.  weight,  HF.  739 ;  A  2145,  2520. 

Wlke,  J.  week,  C  362.    See  Wyke. 

Wiket,  s.  wicket-gate,  small  gate,  E  2045. 
2118. 

Wlkke,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  A  1087. 
1580;  false,  B  2247;  depraved,  10.  55; 
much  alloyed,  HF.  1346. 

Wikked,  adj.  bad,  wicked,  L.  2395 ;  //. 
wicked,  I  112.  In  B  3576>  toihied  nest  is 
put  for  F.  mau  ni,  i.  e.  Sir  Oliver  Mauny ; 
see  the  note  in  the  larger  edition. 

Wlkkednesse,  s.  evil.  17. 7. 

Wil,  J.  will,  6.  83.    SeeWUle. 

Wll,  I  pr.  s.  desire,  wish,  7.  244 ;  pr.  s. 
desires,  B  1843. 

WUde,  adj.  wild;  Wilde  fyr.  wild  fire, 
fire  not  easily  i)ut  out,  Greek  fire,  D 
373:  flaming  spirits,  I  445;  a  disease, 
erysipelas,  A  4172,  E  2252 ;  Wilde,  pi,  A 
2018. 

Wlldnesse,  s.  wilderness,  9. 34. 

Wllen,/r.//.  will,  R.  1683. 

Wilful,  ae$.  voluntary,  B  3.  p  11. 167. 

Wilful,  as  adv.  wilfully,  willingly,  5.  429. 

Wilfulhed,  s.  wilfulness,  L.  355  a. 

Wilfully,  adv.  willingly,  voluntarily,  of 
free  will,  by  choice,  B  44J86,  C  441. 

Wilfulnesse,  s.  wish,  B  2572. 

Wllle,  s.  own  accord,  will,  i.  4c,  57 ;  plea- 
sure, desire,  E  326,  F  i,  8 ;  Willes,  gen. 
F  568  \  as  by  his  w.,  willingly,  17.  12. 

Wllle,  v.  will,  desire,  E  721. 

Wllllngr.  s.  desire,  E  319. 

Wllllngrly ,  adv.  of  free  will.  E  362. 

Wllnen,  v.  desire,  A  2114;  Wilnest,  2/r. 
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J.  desirest,  A  X609;  Wilned,  i  //.  s.  3. 
1262,  1967.    A.  S.  wi/nian, 

Wilnlngro,  s.  willing,  wishing,  B  3.  p  xi. 
88;  pL  desires,  B.  3.  p  11.  175. 

Wllow,  J-.  willow-tree,  A  9932. 

Wlltow,  a/r.j,wilt  thou,  A 1 156;  wishest 
thou.  B  21 16;  wilt  thou  (go),  D  1387. 

Wi]ni>el,  s,  wimple,  a  covering  tor  the 
head,  gathered  round  it,  and  pleated 
under  the  chin,  A  151. 

Wimpleth,  pr.  s.  conceals  (as  with  a 
wimple),  B  2.  p  I.  66. 

WindaB,  s,  windlass.  F  184. 

Wlnde,  ^er,  to  turn,  T.  iii.  154 1 ;  to  re- 
volve, T.  ii.  601 ;  to  roam  about,  L.  818 ; 
Winde,  v.  wind,  entwine,  T.  iii.  123a; 
intertwine,  5.  671 ;  ply,  bend,  T.  i.  257 ; 
bind  with  cloths,  £  583 ;  twist  and  turn, 
G  980 ;  Winde,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayst  go, 
T.  iii.  1440 ;  Wond,  //.  i.  wound,  went 
about.  I^  2253. 

Windlnffe,  s,  twisting,  I  ±vj, 

Win<i.inelle,  i.  wind-mill.  HF.  128a 

Windre,  ger,  to  trim,  R.  loao;  pp, 
trimmed,  R.  1018.    C£  O.  ^.guignUr, 

Windy,  adj,  unstable  as  wind,  B  2.  p  8. 
28. 

Winfirod,  provided  with  wings,  A  1385. 

Wlnke,  V.  wink,  B  4496;  nod.  F  348; 
remain  awake.  T.  iii.  1537 ;  Winke.  i  pr, 
s.  am  asleep,  5.  7. 

Winne,^^r.  to  win,  gain,  A  427 ;  to  con- 
quer. F  214;  to  get  gain,  C  461 ;  w./ro, 
to  get  away  from.  T.  v.  1125;  Wan.  i 
pi.  s,  got,  D  1477 ;  won,  gained,  A  442, 
989;  pi,  s,  used  as  pi.  pi,  F  Z401 ;  Won- 
nen,  pp,  won,  A  877,  3381. 

Wixmingrf  s,  gain,  profit.  A  ^5,  D  416. 

WinalngrO)  pf'^'  pt,  wincing,  starting 
aside,  i.  e.  skittish.  A  3263. 

Winter,  pi,  years,  T.  i.  8ii. 

Wirche,  v.  work,  A  34350 ;  provide,  E  i66i ; 
give  relief,  A  2759 ;  in  passive  sense,  to 
be  made.  HF.  474;  ger,  to  perform,  A 
3308 ;  Wirk.  imp,  s.  do.  E  1485. 

Wurdes,^/.  Fates,  L.  2580;  Wierdes,  T. 
iii.  617. 

Wirk.  imp,  s,  work,  do,  E  1485. 

Wirkinge,  s,  efficiency.  B  3.  p  11.  26; 
actions,  D  698 ;  calculation,  F  1280. 

Wis,  adv,  certainly,  verily,  surely,  T.  ii. 
381, 474,  563 ;  A  2786,  D  621 ;  oj  wis,  as 
surej[as),  T.  iv.  1655;  assuredly,  F  1470. 
See  Ywis. 

Wiflly,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  A 
1863,  3994,  4162. 

Wlase,  V,  mstruct.  T.  1.  622;  inform,  D 
1415 ;  show,  tell,  D  1008 ;  q  pr.  s,  suhj. 


teach,  5.  74;  imp,  s.  direct,  guide,  i.  155. 
A.  S.  wissian. 

Wisah,  I  pi.  s.  washed,  R.  96, 125. 

Wisshe,  V.  wish,  T.  ii.  406. 

Wist,  -e ;  see  Witen. 

Wit,  J.  reason.  R.  1535 ;  understanding,  B 
2702 ;  judgement,  A  279 ;  mind,  R.  1^ ; 
knowledge,  mental  power,  R.  401 ;  wis- 
dom, T.  iv.  1508 ;  proof  of  intelligence, 
E  459  '•  Wittes,  pi.  senses,  B  202 ;  wits, 
F  706 ;  opinions,  F  203. 

"Wiieiitger.  to  know,  to  wit.  T.  v.  1324; 
Wite,  ger.  to  know,  3.  493 ;  to  discover, 
D  1450;  do  you  wiie,  make  you  know, 
inform  you,  T.  ii.  1635 ;  Woot,  1  pr.  s. 
wot,  know,  A  389;  pr.  s.  knows,  2.  30; 
Wot,  ipr.s.h,  4 ;  pr,  s.  knows,  B  195 ; 
Woost,  2pr,s.  knowest,  T.  i.  633;  Wost, 
apr,  s,  L,  542;  Wostow,  thou  knowest, 
A  2304;  Witen.  i  pr.  pi.  wit,  know,  A 
1260;  Witen,  2 /r.//.  D  1890;  know  ye, 
H  1,  82:  Woot  {wrongly  used  for  Wite), 
2  fr,  fl,  know.  A  740 ;  Wiste,  i  pi,  s. 
wist,  knew,  E  814;  Wistest,  2  pi.  s. 
knewest,  A  1156;  Wistest ow,  knewest 
thou.  T,  iii.  1644;  Wiste,  pi.  s.  knew. 
R.  Z344:  Wist,  pp,  known.  B  1072; 
Witeth,  imp.  pi.  know,  T.  i.  687.  A.  S. 
wiian;  pr.  t.  wal,  wasi,  wai,  pi.  wiion; 
pt.  t.  wiste. 

With,  with,  A  5. 10,  &c. ;  io  hele  with  your 
hurtes,  to  heal  your  wounds  with,  F  471. 

Wlth-dLrow,  I  pi,  s,  subtracted,  A.  ii.  45. 
12. 

Withholden.^^.toretain.  I  Z041;  With- 
holde.  pp.  retained,  B  2202;  detained, 
G  345;  shut  up,  kept  in  confinement, 
A  511. 

Witnlnne-forth,  adv.  within,  B  5.  p  5. 
14. 

With-oute-forth,  adv.  outwardly,  I  172, 

Withouten,  prep,  besides,  as  well  as,  A 
461 ;  excepting,  T.  ii.  236, 

Wlthseye,  v.  contradict,  gainsay.  A  805 ; 
refuse,  L.  \tfj ;  renounce,  G  457. 

Withstonde,  v.  withstand,  oppose,  B 
3110;  Withstonde,  pp,  withstood,  T.  i. 

Wmnsr,  s.  knowledge,  cognizance,  .\ 
i6n. 

Wltlngrly,  adv.  knowingly,  I  401. 

Wltnesfully,  adv.  publicly.  B  4.  p  5. 11. 

Witterly,  adv.  plainly,  truly,  L.  2606. 

Wivere,  s.  wyvem,  snake,  T.  iii.   loio. 
O.  F.  wivre^  fit.  viper. 
;  Wlatsom,  adj.  disgusting,  B  3814 ;  hein- 
ous, B  4243. 

Wo,  s,  woe,  R.  319 ;  me  is  v>o,\  2Jti  sorry. 
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L.  1985;  wo  were  us,  woe  would  be  to 
us,  E  139. 
Wo,  €uij,  unhappy.  R.  31a;  sad,  grieved. 

Aw- 
Wode,  adj. ;  see  Wood. 

Wode-binde,  s.  woodbine,  honeysuckle, 
A  1508. 

Wodedowve,  s.  wood>pigeon,  B  i960. 

Wodewale,  /.  the  green  woodpecker, 
Gecinvs  viridis,  R.  9x4. 

Wodnesse,  s.  madness,  T.  iii.  794. 

Wol,  I pr.  J.  (I)  will,  A  4a ;  desire.  E  646 ; 
Woie,  I  pr.  s.  am  ready  to,  T.  i.  589; 
Wolt,  a  pr.  s.  wilt.  E  314 ;  Woltow,  wilt 
thou,  A  1544;  dost  thou  wish,  D  840; 
Wol,  pr.  s.  will,  B  60;  wills,  desires, 
HF.  663;  wishes  for,  T.  ii.  396;  wishes 
(to  go),  will  go,  L.  119X ;  permits,  H  38 ; 
Wole,  will  go,  D  353 ;  wol  adoun,  is  about 
to  set,  I  7a ;  Wol  ye  so,  if  you  so  wish  it, 
E  aa64 ;  Wil  ye,  wish  ye,  F  378 ;  Woln, 
pr.p/.  will,  wish  rto  have),  A  aiai ;  Wol- 
Jen,  pr.  pi.  will,  B  3561 ;  Wolde,  i  pt,  s. 
desired,  6.  48;  should  like,  B  1637;  , 
Woldestow,  if  thou  wouldst.  L.  760; 
wouldst  thou,  B  4«6;  Wolde,  pt.  s. 
would,  A  144;  would  like  to,  B  ii8a; 
wished,  L.  953;  required,  F  577;  would 
go,  would  turn,  F  496;  wished  to,  4. 
134;  T.  ii.  514;  Wolde  .  .  .  unto,  would 
go  to,  B  3786 ;  £rod  wolde,  oh  I  that  God 
would  grant,  3.  665 ;  wolde  god,  oh !  that 
God  would  be  pleased,  D  1 103 ;  Wolde 
whoso  nolde,  i.  e.  whoever  would  or 
would  not,  T.  i.  77 ;  Wold,  pp.  desired, 
18.  II ;  willed,  B  3190,  3615. 

Wolde,  s.dai.  possession,  R.451. 

Wolle,  5.  wool,  L.  1791. 

Woln,  Woltow ;  see  Wol. 

Wombe,  s.  belly,  A  4390 ;  womb,  E  3414 ; 
the  depression  in  the  front  of  an  astro- 
labe, A.  \.%.  3. 

Wombe-8ia«,  the  front  of  the  astro- 
labe. A.  i.  6. 10. 

Woxnmanhede,  s,  womanhood,  B  851. 

Wond ;  pt.  s.  of  Winde. 

Wonde,  v.  desist,  L.  1187. 

Wonder,  adj.  wonderful,  wondrous, 
strange.  T.  i.  419. 

Wonder,  adv.  wondrously.  R.  343. 

Wonderiy,  adv.  wondrously,  A  84. 

Wonder-most,  adj.  sup.  most  wonderful, 
HF.  3059. 

Wonders,  adv.  wondrously,  R.  37. 

Wone  (wuna),  s.  custom,  usage,  wont, 
T.  ii.  318;  HF.76, 

Wone,  V.  dwell,  inhabit,  G  33a;  Woneth, 
pr.  s.  dwells,  lives,  D  1573;   Woneden, 


pt.pL  dwelt,  A  3937;  Woned,^/.  dwelt, 

T.  i.  376 ;  wont,  accustomed,  T.  ii.  400. 

v.  377. 
Wones  (wddnez),  fl.  places  of  retreat. 

hence,  range  of  buildii^s,  D  3105.    See 

Woon. 
Wonsrer,  s.  pillow,  B  3x03. 
WoninsT,  s.  habitation,  house,  A  606. 
Wonne,  -n ;  see  Winne. 
Wood  (wddd),  s.  woad,  9,  17. 
Wood  (w66d),  <ii^'.  mad,  A  184,  583,  636; 

mad  with  anger,  D   313;  for  wood,  as 

being  mad,  madly,  furiously,  L.  3430; 

for  pure  wood,  for  very  rage,  R.   376; 

ten  so  wood,  ten  times  as  fierce,  L.  736 ; 

Wode,  def.  adj.  mad,  T.  ii.  1355. 
Woodeth,  pr.  s.  rages,  G  467. 
Woodly,  adv.  madly,  A  1301. 
Woodnesse,  s.  madness,  rage,  A  aoii, 

woon  (w6dn),  s.  resource,  T.  iv.  1181; 
plenty,  abundance.  L.  1653;  number, 
L^3i6i ;  retreat,  secure  place,  HF.  1166 ; 
of  sorwe  woon,  abundance  of  sorrow,  3. 
475 ;  Wones,  pi.  places  of  retreat,  range 
of  buildings,  D  3105. 

Woost,  Woot ;  see  Wite. 

Wopen,  pp.  of  Wepe. 

Worcher,  J.  worker,  maker,  4.  361. 

Worclietn,/r.  s.  works,  3.  8i|. 

Word,  J.  word,  A  304 ;  good  ward,  ap- 
proval, T.  V.  1081 ;  w.  by  w.,  word  by 
word,  D  3344 ;  at  shorte  wordes,  briefly, 
in  a  word,  ll  3463;  haddt  the  wordes , 
was  spokesman,  I  67. 

Word  and  ende  {for  Ord  and  ende). 
beginning  and  end,  T.  ii.  1495,  i***  T^^^t 
V.  1669;  B  3911. 

Worm-foul,  s.  birds  which  eat  worms. 
5.  505. 

Wort,  s.  unfermented  beer,  wort,  G  813. 

Wortes,  pi.  herbs,  B  441X,  E  336. 

Worthen,  v.  be,  dwell,  T.  v.  339;  to 
become,  4.  348;  Worth, /r.  j.  is,  {or,  as 
fut.)  shall  be;  {ktuce)  Wo  worth,  it  is 
woe  to,  it  shall  be  woe  to,  it  is  ill  for, 
it  shall  be  ill  for,  T.  ii.  344;  Wei  worth 
of  dremes  ay  thise  olde  wyves,  it  is 
well  for  these  old  wives  as  regards 
dreams,  i.  e.  dreams  are  all  very  well 
for  old  women,  T.  v.  379;  Wei  worth 
[ttot  worthe]  of  this  thing  grete  clerkes. 
It  is  well  for  great  writers  as  regards 
this  thing,  i.  e.  this  thing  is  all  very 
well  for  great  writers,  HF.  m;  Wortn 
upon,  gets  upon,  B   1941:   Worth  up. 


w"; 


et  up  on,  mount,  T.  ii.  loii. 

est,  Woetow,  Wot ;  see  Wlte. 
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Wouke,  s.  week,  T.  iv.  1278,  v.  49a. 
Wounde,  s,  wound,  i.  79;  plague  (Lat. 

plaga),  I  593;  Woundes  of  Yjgip\.^,fl, 

plagues    of   Egypt    (unlucky   days    so 

called),  3.  1207. 
Wowe,  ger,  to  woo,  T.  v.  1091. 
Wowlnfir,  J.  wooing,  L.  1553. 
Woxen,  pp,  of  Wexe. 
Wrak,  s.  wreck,  B  513. 
'^reHs^ypt,  s,  avenged,  T.  v.  1468. 
WransT,  adv.  wrongly,  amiss  (Northern), 

A  4252. 
Wraetlen,  v.  wrestle,  B  3456. 
Wrathen,  ger,  to  render  angry,  T.  iii. 

174- 
Wraw,  adf.  angry,  H  46 ;  Wrawe,  peevish, 

fretful,  I  677. 
Wrawnesse,  s.  peevishness,  fretfulness, 

I  680. 
Wrecche,  s.  sorrowful  creature,  A  931 ; 

wretched  man,  T.  i.  708. 
Wreoche,  ad/,  wretched,  F  1020. 
Wrecchednesse,  s.   misery,   B  3540: 

mean  act,  F  1523  ]  folly,  I  34 ;  miserable 

performance,  F  1271 ;  miserable  fare,  H 

171. 
Wrecne,  s.  vengeance.  T.  v.  890,  896. 
Wreek,  imper.  s,  of  Wreke. 
Wreen,  v.  cover,  clothe,  R.  56 ;  Wreigh, 

pL  s.  covered,  hid,  T.  iii.  1056. 
wreke  (wr6ka),v.  wreak,  avenge,  C  857 ; 

pr.  s.  subj.  avenge,  L.  2340 ;   2  pr.  pi.  F 

454 ;  Wrak,  pt.  s.  T.  v.  1468 ;  Wreken, 

/^.revenged,  F  784;  V/ token,  pp.  T,  i. 

88. 
Wreker,  s.  avenger,  5.  361. 
Wrenches,   s.  pi.   frauds,    stratagems, 

tricks,  G  108 1. 
Wresto,  v.  constrain,  force,  T.  iv.  1427. 
Wreye,  v,  bewray,  reveal,  A  3503. 
Wrigrhte,  s.  workman,  A  614. 
WrlnsrOf  V.  squeeze,  force  a  way,  HF. 

2110;   wring,  HF.  299;    Wrong,  pt.  s. 

wrung,  pinched,  D  492. 
Writ,  s.  scripture,  A  739. 
Writ,  -e,  -en ;  see  wryte. 
Wrofifht,  -e ;  see  Werche. 
Wroken,  pp.  of  Wreke. 
Wrongr,  s.;  had  wrongs  was  wrong,  3. 

X282. 
Wrongr,  adv.  astray,  A  1267. 
Wrooth  (wrddth),  adj.  wroth,  angry,  3. 

513.  519. 
wrot,  pt.  s.  wrote,  T.  i.  65^. 
Wroteth,  pr.  s.  tears  with   the  snout, 

buries  the  snout,  pokes  about,  I  157. 
Wrye,  ger.  to  hide,  T.  iii.  1569;  to  dis- 
guise, T.  i.  329;  V.  cover,  £  887. 


Wrye,  v,  reveal,  discover,  flood  with 
light,  4.  91.  Variant  of  Wreye,  q.  v. 
[It  might  be  better  to  read  wreye,  and 
deye  in  I.  90.] 

Wryen,  v.  turn  aside,  3. 627 ;  ger.  to  turn, 
go,  T.  ii.  906 ;  pt.  s.  bent,  A  3283. 

wryte,  v.  write,  A  96;  Writ,  pr.  s, 
writeth,  writes,  T.  i.  394 ;  Wroot,  pt.  s. 
B  725 ;  Wrot,  T.  i.  655 ;  Writen,  pt.  pi. 
wrote,  HF.  1504;  Write,  i  //.  s.  subj, 
were  to  write,  B  3843;  Writen,  pp. 
written,  2.  43. 

Wrythe,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  T.  iv.  9 ;  to 
wriggle  out,  T.  iv.  986;  Wrythcth,  pr. 
5.  writhes  out.  throws  forth  wreaths  of 
smoke  (Lat.  ior^uet),  B  i.  m  4.  10; 
Wryth,  pr.'  s.  writhes,  wreathes,  T.  iii. 
1231. 

Wyd,  adj.  wide,  A  401. 

Wyde,  adv.  widely,  tor,  T.  i.  629. 

Wyde-where,  far  and  wide,  everywhere, 
B136. 

Wjrf,  s.  woman,  C  71 ;  wife,  3. 1082;  mis- 
tress of  a  household,  G  1015 ;  to  w.,  for 
wife,  A  i860  ;  Wyves,  pi.  women,  wives, 
L.  484. 

Wsrfhood,  s.  womanhood,  B  76. 

Wsrflees,  adj.  wifeless,  £  1236. 

Wyfly,  adv.  womanly,  wife-like,  L.  1737. 

Wyke,  J.  week,  T.  ii.  450, 1273. 

Wyle,  s.  wile,  plot,  T.  iii.  1077 ;  subtlety, 

Wsni,  s.  wine,  A  334;  vjyn  ape,  H  44, 
wine  which  made  a  man  behave  like  an 
ape  f  so  also  lion-wme,  pig-wine,  sheep- 
wine). 

Wynt,  pr.  s.  turns,  directs,  L.  85 ;  Wond, 
pt.  s.  wound,  L.  2253, 

wyr,  s.  bit,  L.  1205. 

Wys,  adj.  wise,  prudent,  A  6S;  to  make 
it^wys,  to  make  it  a  subject  for  delibera- 
tion, to  hesitate,  A  785. 

Wyse,  s,  way,  manner,  L..20. 

Wyser,  adj.  wiser,  one  wiser  than  you, 
L.2634. 

Wyte,  s.  blame,  reproach,  G  953;  yow  to 
wyte,  for  a  blame  to  you,  i.  e.  laid  to 
your  charge,  R.  1541. 

W3rte,  ger.  to  blame,  T.  i.  825  (under- 
stand if  before  noi^ht) ;  Wytcn,  v. 
accuse,  I  1016. 

Y. 

Y-,  a  prefix  used  especially  with  the  pp., 
like  the  A.  S.  ge-  and  G.  ^e-.  See  below. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  infinitive,  as  in 
y-finde,   y-here,    y-knowe,    y-see,  y-thee. 
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It  also  occurs  in  the  adjective  y-setre. 

For  farther  information,  see  under  the 

forms  of  the  infinitive  mood ;   e.  g.  for 

the  infin.  oijhhake,  see  Bckke. 
Yaf  •  pt.  s.  of  Yeve,  to  give. 
Yald,//.  s.  of  Yelden,  to  yield. 
Yare,  adj.  ready,  L.  227a 
Yate,  s.  gate,  T.  ii.  617. 
Yave;  see  Yeve. 
Y-bake,>^.  baked,  L.  709. 
Y-l>anlsht,  //.  banished,  L.  1863. 
Y-barred,  fp,  barred,  R.  48a 
Y-bathed,  pp,  bathed,  T.  iv.  815. 
Y-bedded,  pp.  put  to  bed,  T.  v.  346. 
Y-been.  pp.  been,  B  4487. 
Y-bencned,/^.  furnished  with  benches, 

L.  98  a. 
Y-beten,  pp.  beaten,  T.  i.  741 ;  beaten, 

forged,  A  ai6a;  formed  in  beaten  gold, 

A  079;  struck,  coined,  L.  izaa. 
Y-blent,  pp.  blinded,  R.  x6io;  A  3808; 

deceived,  3.  647. 
Y-blessed,/^.  blessed,  B  4638. 
Y-ble3nit,  pp,  blenched,   turned   aside. 


Y-boren,/^.  bom,  C  704,  E  6a6;  Y-bore, 


Y-b 


3753- 
lowe, 


pp.  blown,  T.  i.  384. 


bom,  E  158;  bome,  carried,  T.  v.  1650; 

moved.  F  326. 
Y.bOTisrht,  pp.  bought,  T.  i.  810. 
Y-bounden,  pp.  bound,  5.  a68. 
Y-bowed,  pp,  diverted,  B  4.  p  6.  179. 
Y-brend,  pp.  burnt,  G  318 ;  Y-brent,  HF. 

940. 
Y-brofirbt, /^.  brought.  L.  938. 
Y-brouded,  pp.  embroidered,  L.  159  a. 

Cf.  A.  S.  brogden,  pp.  of  hregdan. 
Y^ausrht,/^  fixed,  ^.838. 
Y-chaped,^.  furnished  with  chapes  or 

metal  caps  (which  were  placed  at  the 

end  of  the  sheatM,  A  366. 
Y-oheyned,//.  cnained,  17. 14. 
Y-clad,  pp.  clad,  clothed,  R.  800. 
Y-clawed, /»^.  clawed,  torn.  D  1731. 
Y'Clenched,  pp.   clinched,   riveted,    A 

Y-^eped,  pp.  called,  A  410.  867,  G  199. 

H  9;  invoked,  T.  iv.  504;   summoned, 

B  2435 ;  named,  A  3313 ;  Y-clept,  called, 

A  376. 
Y-comen,  pp.  come,  HF.  1074;  ycome 

aboute^  come  about,  passed,  B  3364. 
Y-o6rouned,  pp.  crowned,  L.  219. 
Y-corumped,//.  corrupted,  B  5.  p  2.28. 
Y-coPven,  pp.  cut,  G  533;   Y-corve,  A 

2013.    See  &erve. 
Y-coupled,  pp.  coupled,  wedded,  E  1219. 
Y-ooyned,^.  coined,  C  770. 


Y-orased,/^.  cracked,  broken,  3.  324. 
Y^rlstoed,  pp.  baptixed,  B  240. 
Y-crowe,/J>.  crowed,  A  3357. 
Y-dampned,  pp.  condemned,  L.  2030. 
Y-darted,/^.  pierced  with  a  dart,  T.  iv. 

240. 
Ydel,  adj.  idle,  empty,  vain,  B  2778;   in 

ydel,  in  vain,  B  2494,  F  867. 
Y-dlfirbt,  pp.  decked,  A  3205. 
Ydolastre,  j.  idolater,  B  3377. 
Ydole,  s.  idol,  3. 696. 
Y-doon,  pp.   done,   B  4610;    over,    £ 

1894. 
Y-drad,  pp.  dreaded,  T.  iii.  1775. 
Y-drawe, /^.  drawn,  A  396, 944. 
Y-dreased,  pp.  drosed,  ammged,   set, 

E381. 
Y-dronke,  pp.  drunk,  B  9601. 
Y-dropped,  pp.  bedropped,  covered  with 

drops,  A  2884. 
Y6,  s.  eye,  R.  296;  a/  yi,  at  eye,  to  sight. 


evidently,  G  964,  1059;  Saugh  with  yS, 

rTceived,  A 
3260.  3392. 


1059;  S>auj 
;  Yen.  //. 


eyne,  eyes. 


Ye.  adv.  yea,  verily,  T.  i.  534. 

Yeddin^es,  pi.  songs,  A  237. 

Yede,  pt.  s.  walked,  went,  G  1x41,  1281. 
A.  S.  eod^. 

Year,  s.  year,  A  347 ;  Yere  (in  pkr,  manv 
a  yere),  B  139;  Yeres  ende,  year's  end, 
D  916;  Yeer  by  yere,  year  after  3rear. 
B  1688 :  Fro  yeer  to  yere,  5.  391 ;  Yeer, 
{archaic)  pi.  A  89;  Yeres,  {ntut)  pi.  B 

463. 
Yef ,  imp.  s.  give,  T.  v.  308. 

Yeftes,  //.  gifts.  T.  iv.  39a. 

Yelden,  ger.  to  yield  up,  D  919 ;  to  jrieM 
to,  pay,  D  181 1 ;  Yelt,  pr.  s.  yields,  T.  i. 
385 ;  Yelde,  pr.  s.  suij.  requite,  D  1779, 
2177 ;  Yald,  pt.  s.  afforded,  B  4.  m  7.  95 ; 
Yeld,  imp.  s.  restore,  C  189;  Yolden, 
ff.  yielded,  T.  i.  801;  submissive,  T. 
ui.  96;    Yeldinge,  pres.  pt.  giving.    B 

Yeldnalle.  s,  guild-hall,  A  370. 
Yeldlnff.  s   produce,  lit.   'yielding,'   A 

Yeueden, //.//.  yelled,  B  4579. 

Yelpe,  ger,  to  ooast,  A  9938 ;  pr.pl.  prate, 

T.  iii.  307. 
Yelwe.  adj.  yellow,  R.  310. 
Yeman.  s.  yeoman,  A  loi. 
Yemaniy,  adv.  in  a  yeoroanlike  manner, 

A  106. 
Yen  =  Yen.  pi.  eyes ;  see  YiJ. 
Y-ended,  pp.  ended.  R.  1315. 
Yerd,  J.  yard,  garden.  R.  492. 
Yerde.  s.  rod,  stick.  T.  L  957,740;  switch. 
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A   149;  rod,  'caduceus.*  A  1387;  yard 

(in  length),  A  1050;  correction,  E  aa. 
Yeme,  adi,  eager,  brisk,  lively,  A  33^7. 
Yeme,  offv.  eagerly,  soon,  D  993;  bnskly, 

quickly,  glibly,  5-  3 '.  C  398 ;  as  y.,  veiy 

soon,  HF.  910. 
Yeme,  ^er,  to  yearn  for,  to  be  longed 

for,  T.  IV.  198 ;  v,  desire,  T.  iii.  152. 
Yeten  (y66tan),  v,  pour,  shed,  B  i.  m  7.  i. 

A.  S.  giotcut, 
Yeve,  V,  give,  A  232;  Yevest,  ^  pr,  s. 

givest,    F  1033;    Yeveth,  fr.  s.  K  93; 

Yeve,/r.  s,  subj,  may  (he)  give,  E  30; 

Yaf,  I  pt.  s,  gave,  E  861;  Yaven,//.  //. 

G  415;  Yeven, //.//.  subj.  would  give, 

HF.  1708;  Yeven,  pp.  given,  A  1086; 

devoted,  7.  in. 
Yeveree,//.  givers,  I  791. 
Yevinff ,  s.  giving,  18.  37 ;  what  one  gives, 

4.23a 
Yexetli,/r.  s.  hiccoughs,  A  4151. 
Y-fallen,  ^.  fallen.  B  3166;  happened, 

G  1043 ;  having  befallen,  C  496. 
Y-fare,  pp.  gone,  T.  iii.  577. 
Y-felaw8hQ>ed,  pp.  made  companions, 

B  2.  p  6. 91. 
Y-f ere,  together,  B  394,  E 1 1 13,  G  380.   Cf. 

Infere. 
Y-fet,/>/.  fetched,  F  174,  G  11x6. 
Y-fetered, //.  fettered,  A  1229. 
Y-fethered,  pp.  feathered,  R.  951. 
Y-feyned,    pp.     feigtied,    invented,    L. 

327  a ;  evaded,  E  529. 


I 


F  470;  Y-founde,/^.  L. 


Y-flcched,  pp.  fixed.  B  4.  p  6. 125 
Y-flnde,  V.  find, 

1668. 
Y-fllt,  pp.  moved,  whirled  along,  B  i.  m 

2.  14. 
Y-f olowed,  >^.  followed,  3.  390. 
Y-f orsred,  pp.  made,  A  3256. 
Y-formed,  pp.  created,  HF.  490. 
Y-f08tred,  pp.  fostered,  sustained,  E  213 ; 

brought  up,  A  3946. 
Y-founde,VA  found,  A  1211,  3514. 
Y-foundea,  pp.  set  on  a  foundation,  5. 

231 ;  based,  3.  922. 
Y-freten,/^.  eaten,  devoured,  L.  1951. 
Y-firounced,  adj.  wrinkled,  R.  155. 
Y-fyned,  adj.  refined,  delicately  formed, 

R.  1696. 
Y-fyred,/^.  fired,  L.  1013. 
Y-^erdoned,  pp.  rewarded,  B  5.  p  3. 

182. 
Y-sreten,/^.  gotten,  procured,  A  3564. 
Y-srlased,/^.  glazed,  3.  323. 
Y-fflewed,  pp.  fixed  tight,  F  182. 
Y-grloeed,^.  flattered,  H  34. 
Y-sroOD,  //.  gone,  L.  2206,  2213. 


Y-firraunted,  pp.  granted,  C  988. 
Y-^rave,  pp.  dug  up,  cut,  L  204;  dujf 

out,  3.  164;  engraved,  graven,  A  3796; 

buried,  D  496. 
Y-firreved,^.  harmed,  A  4181. 
Y-ST^Ounde,  pp.  ground,  A  3991 ;  sharp- 
ened, pointed,  A  2549. 
Y-firrounded,  pp.  grounded.  3.  921. 
Y-iTTOwen,  pp.  grown,  A  3973. 
Y-balwed,/^.  consecrated,  L.  1871. 
Y-harded,  p^.  hardened,  F  245. 
Y-bated,//.  hated,  HF.  200. 
Y-hent,//.  seized,  caught,  C  868. 
Y-herdy  pp.  as  adj.  covered  with    hair» 

A  3738. 
Y-liere,  v.  hear,  T.  iv.  1313. 
Y-heiied)  pp.  praised,  T.  n.  973. 
Y-hevled,^.  weighed  down,  B  5.  m  5. 

26. 
Y-hld,//.  hid,  G317. 
Y-hlfirht,/^.  called,  T.  v.  541. 
Y-holde,  pp.  esteemed  to  be,  A  2374; 

celebrated,  A  2958;  considered,  C  602; 

indebted,  L.  1954;  continued,  E  1932; 

restrained,  HF.  1286. 
Y-hurt,  pp.  hurt,  A  2709. 
Y-japed,  pp.  jested,  T.  i.  318. 
Ylf ,  conj.  if,  L.  2059,  2312. 
Ylf ,  imp.  s.  give ;  see  Ylve. 
Ylft,  s.  gift,  3.  247,  69s,  1270. 
Yilden,   ger.   to    repay,    B  5.  p   i.   14; 

Yildeth,  pr,   s.    yields,  produces,  B  4. 

m  6.  31.    See  Yelden. 
Y-jolfirned,  pp.  joined,  B  2.  p  6.  93. 
Yla,  yes,  L.  517. 
Ylsterday,  yesterday,  R.  104a 
Yit,  yet,  L.  4,  io6. 
Ylve,  gtr.  to  give,  A  225 ;  Yiveth,  pr.  s^ 

gives,  18.  38;  pr.  s.  subj.  may  (he)  give» 

3.  683 ;  Yiven,  A^.  given,  granted,  3.  765. 
Yiver,  s.  giver,  iL,  2228. 
Y-kempt,>^.  combed,  A  4369. 
Y-ki8t,//.  kissed,  T.  iv.  1689. 
Y-kneled,  pp.  kneeled,  L.  1232. 
Y-knet,  pp.    knotted,  tightly  bound,  T. 

iii.  1734 ;  Y-knit,  joined,  6. 32. 
Y-knowe,  v.  know,  F  887;    recognize^ 

HF.  1336;  discern,  D  1370;  pp.  known,. 

Y-korven,  pp.  cut,  B  1801. 
Y-koud,/^.  known  well,  3.  666. 
Y-lad,^.  carried  (in  a  cart),  A  53a 
Y-laft,   pp.    left,   A    2746;    left  behind^ 

F1128. 
Y-laid,  pp.  laid,  L.  3141. 
Y-lain,  fp,  lain,  remained,  L.  2410. 
Yle,  s.  isle,  island,  HF.  416,  440;  region^ 

province,  L.  1425. 
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T-lent,  i^.  lent.  G  1406. 
74erea,>^.  educated,  T.  i.  976. 
T-let,'/^.   hindered,    obstructed,    B    5. 

P4-34* 
7-leten,  pp,   left,   allowed,    B  4.   p  4. 

308. 

YJeyd,/^.  laid,  A  3^68. 

Y-liche,  adi,  alike,  similar,  L.  389. 

Y-llche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  A  2526. 

7-llBsed, /^.  eased,  T.  i.  1089. 

Y-lived,^.  lived,  T.  v.  933. 

T-logrsrea,/^.  lodged,  B4181. 

Y-loren,  pp.  lost,  L.  26;  Y-lom,/^.  lost, 
T.  iv.  1250. 

Y-lo8t,  pp,  lost,  HF.  183. 

Y-loved,  pp.  loved,  T.  1. 594. 

Y-lyk,  aaj,  like,  A  592;  alike,  A  2734; 
Y-lyke,  like,  A  1539. 

Y-lyke,  adv.  alike,  equally,  L.  55,  731. 

Y4yxned,  pp.  caught  (as  birds  with  bird- 
lime), D934. 

Y-xnaad,>^.  made,  caused,  HF.  691. 

Yxnasr^ries,  //.  carved  work,  HF.  1190, 

1304- 
Ymagrined,  pp.  considered,  intentional, 

I  448. 
Y-xxiaked,  pp.  made,  L.  122,  222. 
Y-xnarked, /^.  set  down,  marked  out, 

planned,  HF.  1103. 
Y-xnasked,  pp.  enmeshed,  T.  iii.  1734. 
Y.medled,/;^.  mingled,  T.  iii.  815. 
Y-xnel,  prep,  among  (Northern),  A  4171. 
Y-xnent,  pp.  intended,  HF.  1742. 
Y-xnety  pp.  met,  A  2624 ;  Y-mette,  cts  pi. 

adj.  met.  B  11 15. 
Y-ineynd,  pp.  mixed,  mingled,  A  2x70. 
Y-xxioevedy/)^.  moved,  B  4.  m  6. 7. 
Yxnpne,  s.  lyric   poem   (lit.  hymn),  L. 

422. 
Y-mueed,  pp.    mused,    reflected,    HF. 

1287. 
Y.nempxxed,  pp.  named,  I  598. 
Y-nosrb,  adj.  enough,  sufficient,  A  373, 

3149;   Y-now,  G  1018;   Y-nowe,  pL  5. 

233. 
Y-nosrl^,  adv.  enough,  sufficiently,  6.  13; 

Y-nough,  R.  247. 
Y-noxne,  pp.  caught,  overcome,  T.  i.  242 ; 

taken,  L.  2343. 
Y-norisshed,  pp.  educated,  T.  v.  821. 
Y-offTed, /^,  offered,  dedicated,  L.  932, 
Yok.  J.  yoke,  E  113.  1285. 
Yolde,  -n  ;  see  Yelden. 
Yolle,  pr.pl.  cry  aloud,  A  2672, 
Yomanrye,  s.  yeomanry,  A  3949. 
Yon,  adj.  yon,  A  4178. 
Yond,  adv.  yonder,  A  1099. 
Yoxiff ,  adj.  young,  A  79. 


Yonsrhede,  s.  dat.  youth,  R.  351. 

Yore,  adv.  formerly,  of  old,  B  174,  272 ; 
for  a  long  time,  a  long  while,  A  18x3; 
long  ago,  long.  i.  150;  yore  agon,  long 
ago,  5.  17 ;  yore  ago,  A  3437 ;  >//.,  very 
long  ago,  7.  243,  346;  o/tymey.,  of  old 
time,  F  963. 

Youllnsr,  s.  loud  lamentation,  A  1278. 

Y-painted,  pp.  painted,  R.  892. 

Y-paaaed,  pp.  passed,  R.  380;  past. 
£  1892. 

Y-payed,>^.  paid,  A  1802. 

Y-piked,^.  picked  over,  G  941. 

Y-plesed,  «^.  pleased,  D  930. 

Y-pleyiied,>^.  complained,  T.  iv.  x688. 

Y-pleynted,  pp.  fiiil  of  complaint,  T.  v. 

Y-plouiifired,  pp.   plunged,   sunk,  B  3. 

P  II.  122. 

Y-plyted,  pp.  pleated,   gathered.   B    i. 

P  2-  31. 

Ypocras,  Hippocrates;  kence  a  kind  of 
cordial,  C  306. 

Ypocryte,  s.  hypocrite,  F  5x4. 

Y-portreyd,  pp.  covered  with  pictures. 
R.  897. 

Y-porveyed,  pp.  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3. 45. 

Y-px^yed,  pp.  invited,  £  969. 

Y-preised,^.  praised,  HF.  1577. 

Y-px^ved, >>J>.  proved  (to  be),  A  485. 

Y-pulled,  pp.  plucked,  i.  e.  with  super- 
fluous hairs  plucked  out,  A  3245. 

Y-purveyed,  pp.  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3.  88. 

Y-queynt,  pp.  quenched,  A  3754. 

Y-qulked,/^.  kindled,  I  536. 

Y-QUit,>^.  quit,  acquitted,  F  673. 

Y-x«ft,  pp.  bereft,  snatched  away.  A  20x5 ; 
reft,  robbed,  L.  1572. 

Yre,  s.  ire,  anger,  vexation,  x.  30. 

Y-rod,  pp.  read,  T.  iv.  709. 

Y-reke,/^.  raked  together,  A  3882. 

Y-rekened,  pp.  accounted,  D  367 ;  taken 
into  account,  F  427. 

Yx^n,  J.  iron,  R.  1184. 

Yren,  adj.  iron,  G  759. 

Y-x^nt,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  1654;  torn.  B 
844. 

Y-ronsre,  pp.  rung,  told  loudly,  HF. 
1655. 

Y-roxme,  pp.  run.  A  8,  3893 ;  continued. 
L.  1943;  run  together,  A  2693;  inter- 
laced, K.  1396;  clustered,  A  2165. 

Y-rouned,  J^.  whispered,  HF.  2107. 

Y-aatled,  ^.  settled,  E  2405. 

Y-sayd,  pp.  said,  3.  270. 

Y-8calded,  pp.  scalded,  A  2020. 

Y-8Chette,/^.//.  shut,  B  56a 

Yse,  /.  ice,  HF.  1130. 
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i,  V,  behold,  T.  ii.  354 ;  imp.  s.  see, 

look,  T.  ii.  1253:  >J-seyn,  pp,  seen,  L. 

2076. 
Y-sene,  adj,  visible,  A  592,  F  996 ;  mani- 
fest, T.  iv.  1607 ;  L.  1394.    A.  S.  gesine^ 

gesyne. 
Y-set,  pp.  sel,  A  4337 ;  placed,  5.  149 ;  set 

down,  F  173 ;  seated,  C  39a ;  appointed, 

A  1635 ;  planted,  R.  604. 
Y-8eye,/>^.  seen,  HF.  1367 ;  Y-scyn,  T.  v. 

448. 
T-seyled,  pp.  sailed,  B  4389. 
Y-shad,  pp,  scattered  (Lat.  sparsas),  B  3. 

m  2.  33. 
Y-shaken,  pp.  quivering,  sparkling,  B  i. 

m  3.  17. 
Y-«hamed,  i^.  put  to  shame.  HF.  356. 
Y-shapen,  {strong)  pp.  shaped,  prepared, 

B  3420;   provided,  A  4179;   contrived, 

G  1080 ;  Y-shaped,  {weak)  pp.  prepared, 

T.  iii.  1240. 
Y-shave,  pp.  shaven,  A  69a 
Y-shent,  j^.   put    to    shame,   severely 

blamed,  u  1312. 
Y-Bhette,  >^.  pi.  shut,  B  2159. 
Y-8hewed,  pp.  shown,  T.  v.  1251 ;  made 

manifest,  4.  181. 
Y-8liore,  pp.  shorn,  T.  iv.  996. 
Y-8liove,  pp.  borne  about,  L.  726. 
Y-«layn,  pp,  slain,  HF.    159;   Y-sIawe, 

B484. 
Y-8xnlte,  pp.   smitten,   wounded,   B   3. 

"17.7- 
Y-songre*  pP*  sung,  D  1726;   Y-songen, 

L.  270. 
Y-aouffht,  i^.  sought.  T.  iii.  1317. 
Y-aounded,  pp.  sunk,  T.  ii.  535. 
Y-80wen,  pp.  sown,  HF.  1488. 
Y-aped,  >)^.  sped,  A  422a 
Y-apended.  pp.  spent,  B  5.  p  4.  i^. 
Y-sprad,  f^.  spread,  B  1044;    Y-spred, 

A  4140. 
Y-apreynd,  pp.  sprinkled,  A  2169. 
Y-apronffO,  A^.  sprung,  shot  out,  R.  718; 

divulged,  HF.  2081. 
Y.8talTed,>^.  installed.  HF.  1364. 
Y-atiked,  pp.  stuck.  A   1565;   subbed, 

F  1476. 
Y-atint,  pp.  stopped,  D  39a 
Y-atonde,  pp.  stood,  been,  T.  v.  161 2. 
Y-atonsre,  pp.  stung,  C  355. 
Y-atorve,  (p.  dead,  A  2014. 
Y-atrawed,/^.  bestrewn.  3.  629. 
Y-atrike. /^.  struck,  11.  34. 
Y-auffred.  pp.  suffered,  T.  v.  415. 
Y-aweped,  pp.  swept,  G  938. 
Y-awom,  pp.  sworn,  A  1132:  sworn  (to 

do  it),  T.  v.  283. 


Y-awowned,  pp.  swowned,  L.  1342. 
Y-take,  pp.  caught,  B  3514;    taken,  L. 

617. 
Y-thanked,  pp.  thanked,  D  21 18. 
Y-thee.  v.  thrive,  T.  iv.  439. 
Y-thewed,  pp.  disposed;  wel y-tkewtd, 

well-conducted,  5.  47 ;  R.  1008, 
Y-thooked,  pp.  thanked,  T.  iv.  2. 
Y-throngran,  pp.  confined,  B  2.  p  7.  53. 
Y-throwe,  pp.  thrown,  T.  iv.  6 ;  cast  out, 

2.  80. 
Y-told,  pp.  told,  A  3109. 
Y-tomad,/^.  turned,  B  4.  m  5.  i. 
Y-travalled,/^.  laboured,  with  difficulty, 

£  5.  p  3.  45. 
Y-trespaased,  pp.  sinned,  B  2609. 
Y-treaaed,  pp.  plaited  in  tresses,  T.  v. 

810. 
Y-tretad,  pp,  discussed,  B  4.  p  1.  70. 
Y-tukked,  pp.  tucked  up,  L.  982. 
Y-tumed,//.  turned,  A  1238.  2062. 
Y-twinnea,  pp.  parted,  T.  iv.  788. 
Yve,  B  4156 ;  see  Brbe. 
Yvel,  tidj.  ill,  evil,  T.  ii.  looi. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  R.  213, 1067. 
Yveles,  j.  pi.  evils,  B  2618. 
Yvory,   s.   ivory,    B   9066;    Yvoire,    3. 

946. 
Y-voyded,  pp.  removed,  F  1159. 
Y-war,  adj.  aware,  T.  ii.  398. 
Y-wamed,  pp.  warned,  B  4422. 
Y-waxen,  pp.  grown,  become,  T.  v.  275 ; 

Y-waxe,  3. 1275. 
Y-wadded,/^.  wedded,  L.  1179. 
Y-went,  pp.  gone,  HF.  976. 
Y-went,  pp.   weened,   imagined,  T.   v. 


Y-wet,  pp.  wetted,  A  4155. 
Y-whet,  pp.  whetted,  7.  212. 
Y-wlmpled,  pp.  provided  with  a  wimple, 
A   470;    covered   with    a   wimple,   L. 

797. 
Y-wla,    adv.   certainly,    truly,  verily,   R. 

279.  350, 357. 
Y-wlat,  //.known,  B  5.  p  3.  36. 
Y-wonne,  //.  gained,  T.  iv.  1315 ;  won, 

D  229^;  arrived,  L.  2427. 
Y-wortna,  pp.  become,  3.  579. 
Y-wounde,  pp.  wound,  covered  up,  12. 

18. 
Y-wovan,   pp.    woven,    completed,    L. 

2360. 
Y-woxen,  pp.  grown,  E  1462. 
Y-wiiten,>^.  written,  5. 124, 141. 
Y-writhen,     pp.     wreathed,     wrapped 

round,  R.  i6a 
Y-WTOsrlit,  pp.  made,  A   196,  B  2054; 

shaped,  L.  1x73;  depicted,  3.  327 ;  orna- 
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mented,  R.  897;  Y-wroghtc,  pp,  pL 
fashioned,  5.  123. 

Y-wroken,  pp.  avenged,  16.  a6 ;  Y-wroke, 
wreaked,  T.  v.  C89. 

Y-WTonsre,  pp,  forced,  L.  3597. 

Y-wryen,  pp,  hidden,  T.  iii.  1451 ;  cov- 
ered, A  3904. 

Y-yeve,  pp,  given,  T.  iii.  1376;  Y-yive, 
T.  iii.  i6ii. 


Z. 

Zeles,  //.  zeal,  T.  v.  1859. 

Zodia^  s,  pi.  beasts,  A.  i.  31. 6x. 

2k><Uao,  J.  zodiac,  A.  pr.  X09.  An  imagi- 
nary belt  in  the  heavens,  of  the  breadth 
of  13°,  along  the  middle  of  which  runs 
the  eclipdc  The  Astrolabe  only  showed 
the  narthem  hal/oi  this  belt. 


GLOSSARY  TO  FRAGMENTS  B  AND  C  OF 
THE   ROMAUNT   OF   THE    ROSE. 

FRAGMENT  B  =  11.  i7o6-58ia 
FRAGMENT  C  =  11.  5811-7698. 

Thb  foUowine  Glossary  (which  includes  proper  names)  is  separated  from  the  preceding  because 
Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  Romaunt  are  not  by  Chaucer. 

Fragment  B  abounds  in  Northern  words  and  forms.    Words  in  Fragment  C  hare  '  C '  prefixed 
to  the  number  of  the  line. 


A,  V.  (to)  have,  4322. 

Abandotin:  in  abandoun,  ftilly,  without 

stint,  a^43. 
Abawed,  pp.  amazed,  3646;    Abawid, 

4041. 
AbaysBhed,  fp,  cast  down,  337a 
Abey,  v.  (for  Abeye),  suffer  (for  it),  pay 

(for  it).  C  6713.    SeeAbye. 
Abklinff ,  s,  delay.  2222. 
Ablfe,  s.  habit,  dress,  religious  dress,  4914. 
Ablt,  Abood ;  see  Abyde. 
Abood,  s.  delay,  C  7697. 
Aboven,  adv,  in  luck,  4352. 
Abralde,  v.  start  up,  break  forth.  5156; 

Abraid,  i  //.  j.  awoke,  1806;  Abreyde, 

ft.  s.  broke  out,  3967. 
Aorede,  adv.  abroad,  2563. 
AbsentOf  pr.  s.  subj.  abstain,  refirain, 

4911. 
Abetlnence-Streyned.  i.  e.  Constrained 

Abstinence  (personified),  C  634Z,  7366. 
Abyde,  gtr.  to  await,  4910;  t/.  expect, 

5329;    watch    for.   4913;    Abit,  pr.   s, 

dwelb,  4977,  4989;  stays,  5012;  Abood, 

I  pt,  s.  endured,  waited,  3694. 
Abye»  v.  pay  for,  C  5888, 5976;  Abyeth, 

pr.  s.  C  7042. 
Accord,  I  pr.  s,  wee  to,  2083 ;  Accorded, 

//.  pi.  agreed,  C  5815 ;  pp.  reconciled, 

C5846. 


A-oold,  adj\  cold,  chilly,  2658. 
Acoye,  v.  quiet,  allay,  3564. 
AcQusrte,  v.  defray  the  expense,  pay  for, 

C6742. 
Ado  {/or  at  do),  to  do,  5080. 
A-fere,  adv,  on  fire,  4073. 
Afered,  pp.  afiraid,  3604. 
AfAray ,  s.  terror.  3806 ;  fear,  2034. 
AttTAyedtpp.  frightened,  3113. 
Affye,  V.  trust,  3155. 
Afom,  oihf.  formerly,  3952. 
Aftir,  prep,  according  to,  2255. 
Afyne,  adv.  completeW,  369a 
Agrast,  adj.  afi^id,  C  0106. 
Aieyn-comln[;,  s.  returning,  2^x8. 
AgmyiiB,  prep,  in  comparison  with.  55^. 
Agrilte,  pr.  s.  sinned  against,  ofiendfed, 

C  5833, 6784;  Agiltest,  apt.  s.  C  7572. 
Agro,^.  gone.  2932. 
A-grrBOf  adv.  in  good  part,  4349. 
A-greetf  adv.  in  bad  part ;  taJke  not  agree/ 

take  it  not  amiss,  C  7573. 
Aken,  v,  ache,  C  6908. 
Al,  conj.  although,  1754. 
Al-day,  adv.  continually.  2484. 
Alder,  adj.  gen.  pi.  of  (us)  all.  C  6948. 
AldexUnt,  adv.  first  of  all.  C  7505. 
Alegrsred,  //.  //.  alleriated,  i7<S8.    See 

Allege. 
Alegrffement,  s.  alleviation,  1890, 1923. 
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Algrate,  adv,  alway,  always,  5157,  C  7477 ; 

at  any  rate,  C  7152. 
AUesre,  v.  exempt  (lit  alleviate),  C  66a6; 

AUeggith./r.  s,  alleviates,  2588. 
Allegrdaunce,  s,  alleviation,  1871. 
Allowe,  V.  approve  of,  value,  5x86. 
Almesse,  s.  alms,  C  6624. 
Al-only,  adv.  alone,  C  5819. 
Alosed,  pp.  noted,  famed,  2354. 
Al-out,  adv.  altogether,  axoi,  2935. 
Al-outerly,  <utv.  utterly,  C  6302, 7663. 
Alowe,  V.  accept,  approve  of,  5175. 
Also,  conj,  as,  C  6767. 
Amende,  v.  advance,  succeed,  C  5876. 
ArnonsT*  adv,  sometimes,  2325, 3241, 3304. 
Amourettes,  /.//.  sweethearts,  47^5. 
Amyas,  a  curious  error ;  for  At  Myas, 

i.  e.  at  Meaux,  3826.    F.  text,  a  Miaus. 
And,  conJ.  if,  2051, 4441. 
Angrer,  s,  pain,  anguish,  1877;   Angres, 

pi.  torments,  2554,  3789. 
Angrerly,  adv.  cruelly,  351 1. 
Anfirre,  ger.  to  vex,  3526. 
AnflTiTy  f^dj.  cruel,  2628,  3265. 
Ansrulssous,  adj.  anxious,  1755. 
Anker,  s.  an  anchoress,  a  female  recluse 

shut  up  either  in   a  cell  attached    to 

a  church,  or  living  under  a  religious 

rule  in  her  own  house,  C  6348. 
Anon-rlgrlit,  adv.  straightway,  1778. 
Anoy,  s.  discomfort,  pain,  vexation,  19x9, 

2099,  ^>jO<|. 

Anoynt,  //.  anointed,  1888. 

Apeired,  pt.  s.  injured,  C  7522. 

Apayed,  ^.  satisfied,  2854,  5631. 

Apercey  ved, //.  s.  perceived,  C  6312. 

Aperceyyin^,  s.  perception,  C  63x8. 

Apert,  adj.  open,  obvious,  C  6621. 

ApostllB  newe,  i.  e.  the  preaching  friars, 
C  6270. 

Apparence,  s.  mere  outward  appearance, 
5550 ;  evidence,  C  7660. 

Apparent,  adj.  distinct,  2583. 

Appert,  adj.  open.  C  6x50.    See  Apert. 

Ap];>08e,  V.  oppose,  C  6555,  7146.  F. 
text,  oposer. 

A-queynt, /j^.  acauainted,  3080. 

Aqueyntaole,  adj.  affable,  22x3. 

Arace,  v.  pull  out,  X752. 

Arblasters,  /.//.men  with  crossbows,4  X96. 

Are86neth,  pr.  s.  reasons  with,  argues, 
C6220. 

Areet,  s.  rest  (for  a  spear),  C  756X. 

Arette,  v.  impute,  3327. 

Areyse,  v.  raise  up,  436X ;  rouse,  C  7x59. 

A^rowe,  adv.  in  a  row,  C  7606. 

Ascape,  v.  escape,  get  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty, C  65x5. 


Asker,  5.  one  who  begs,  C  6674. 
A-0lope,  adv.  aside,  awry,  4464. 
Assay,  s.  attempt,  3449 ;  quality,  temper. 

4350- 
Assayed,  pp.  tried,  proved,  2688. 

Asseth,  a  sufficiency,  5600. 

Assoile,  V.  absolve,  C  ^64 ;  pp.  explained, 

Assolmifir)  s.  absolving,  C  64x2. 

Assured,  pp.  secured,  4309. 

Astat,  s.  state,  plight,  24x6 ;  Astate,  con- 
dition, 4672,  C  0856. 

Aetoned,/^.  astonished,  3859. 

A-sundlr,  adv.  diversely,  4477. 

A-swone,  in  a  swoon,  X736. 

At,  prep,  at  the  hands  of,  from,  C  6870 ; 
At  al,  at  all  points,  5249 ;  at  UesU  way, 
at  least,  C  5827 ;  a/  wordis /ewe,  in  a  few 
words,  briefly,  2x29. 

Attendith,  pr.  s.  attaches  itself,  apper- 
tains, 5309. 

Attour,  J.  array,  37x8. 

Ausrustlxis,  s.pl.  Austin  Friars,  C  746X. 

Auxnenere,  s.  purse  for  alms,  227X. 

Auntre,  v.  refi.  venture,  2495. 

Avale,  V.  descend,  x8q3. 

Avaunoed,/^.  promoted,  C695X ;  helped. 
3468. 

Avaunt,  adv.  in  advance,  forward,  3959, 

4790. 

Avaunt,  V.  rejl,  boast.  4788. 

Avauntagre,  s.  profit,  5808. 

Avenaunt,  adj.  becoming,  seemly,  2058 ; 
pleasant,  3679 ;  condescending,  4632. 

Aventure,  s.  chance,  fortune,  £ite,  2x18, 
4376;  case,  C  7308. 

Avouterye,  s,  adultery,  ^54. 

Avysed,  x  ft.  s.  refi,;  Avysed  me,  ap- 
plied myself,  X807. 

Awayte,  s.  ambush,  4497. 

Awasrted,  pp,  watched;  awayitd  with, 
watched  by,  3066. 

Axe,  V,  ask.  C  6559. 

Ayeine8,/r<>^.  against,  C  7x78. 


Bachllere,  s,  young  knight,  2828. 

Bafirsre,  s,  purse,  C  6834. 

Balllye,  s,  custody,  jurisdiction,   4217; 

enclosure,  C  7574. 
Balaunce,  s,  suspense,  4667. 
Balis,  s.pl.  troubles,  sorrows,  444X. 
Bane,  s.  death,  4491. 
Baren,  pt.pl.  bare,  C  6243. 
Baronage,  s.  the   assembly  of  barons. 

C  5812. 
Batcdle,  s.  host,  C  5849;  //.  battalions, 

C7348. 
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Batayled,  ^.  battlemented,  4200. 

Bate,  s,  strife,  4235. 

Baud,  adj.  jolly  (lit.  bold).  5674. 

Bayly,  s.  bailiff.  C  6ai8. 

Beau-sire,  s.  fair  sir,  C  6053. 

Bede,  v.  stretch  out  (lit.  proffer) .  1710. 

Bede,  pf.  s.  sudj,  might  pray.  C  7374. 

Bedels,  j.//.  officers,  C  68ia. 

BegrSTsr,  s.  Beguin,  hence,  mendicant, 
C  728a ;  Beggers,  Beguins,  C  7256. 

Befiryne,  s.  Beguine,  C  7368. 

Bexnes,  s,  pi.  trumpets.  C  7605. 

Berafte,  pt,  pL  subj.  should  deprive, 
C6669. 

Bern,  s.  bam,  5589. 

Besaunt,  s.  bezant.  5592. 

Beslnesse,  s,  diligence,  3624. 

Bestial,  adj,  stupid,  C  6716. 

Bete,  pr.  s.  suij,  cure,  4^1. 

Bialacoil,  i.  e.  Bial  Acoil,  Fair  Reception, 
2984,2999.3011. 

Blgroon,  adj. :  wel  bigoon^  well  off,  5533. 

Blgryns,  s.  pi.  B^guines,  C  6861. 

Blheest,  s.  promise,  4446, 4474. 

Bihote,  V.  promise,  444^* 

Blhove,  5.  dat.  behoof,  2964. 

Bilefte,  I  pt.  5.  remained,  336a 

Blmene,  imp.  s,  reji.  bemoan  thyself, 
2667. 

Blset,  pt.  s.  employs,  5262. 

Blshet,//.  shut  up  (in  prison),  4488. 

Bit,^.  s.  abides,  5330. 

Bitaugrbt,  ft.  s.  commended,  4438. 

Bltrasshed, /^.  betrayed,  39x0. 

Blake,  adj.  pi.  black  (monks),  Bene- 
dictines, C  6695. 

Blende,  ger.  to  blind,  to  deceive,  3954; 
Blent,  >>^.  deceived,  C  6652. 

Blered,  pp.  bleared,  dimmed,  deceived, 


391a. 
mi 


Bunne,  v.  desist  from,  C  661 1. 

Blyve,  adv.  quickly;  as  bl,,  very  quickly, 

2799. 
Boden,  pp.  commanded,  2721. 
Boeoe,  Boethius,  5661. 
Book;    ike  book,  i.  e.  the  Canon  Law, 

C  6385 ;  the  Bible.  C  6636. 
[Borders,  s.pl.  C  69x1.    Better  reading; 

for  burdens.] 
Bordillers,  s.  pi.  brothel-keepers,  C  7034. 
Borowe,  s.  pledge,  C  7331. 
Bosarde,  s.  buzzard,  4033. 
Bote,  5.  remedy,  1760. 
Botes,  s.  pi.  boots,  2265,  C  7262. 
Botoun,  s.  bud,  1721, 1761,  2960. 
Bougrerons,  s.pl.  sodomites,  C  7022. 
Bought,  pp.;  a  bought^  to  have  bought, 

43M- 


Bountee,  s.  kindness,  3147;   goodness. 

C  6597.      ^ 
Bralde,  ger.  to  bestir   itself,  wake   up» 

C7128. 
Braste,  ger.  to  burst,  3186. 
Brede,  s.  breadth ;  on  br.,  abroad,  3635. 
Broken,  v.  disobey,  3478. 
Brenne,  v.  bum,  2475. 
Brennlnsr,  s.  burning,  2727. 
Brere,  s.  briar,  C  6x91. 
Brest,  V.  burst,  4107. 
Breve,  adj.  short,  2350. 
Briinme,  adj.  cmel,  X836. 
Brocages,  s.fl.  contracts,  C  697X. 
Brond,  s.  nreA)rand,  3706. 
Burdens,  error  for  Borders,  C  691 1. 
Burdoun,  s.  staff,  cudgel,  340X. 
Bumettes,  s.  fl.  dresses  made  of  fine 

woollen  cloth  dyed  brown,  4756. 
But-if,  conj,  unless,  X962. 
Buzom,  adj.  obedient,  pliant,  4419. 
By,  prep,  in,  C  6616 ;  beside,  C  7032. 
By  and  by,  in  order,  2345;  precisely^ 

458X. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for,  2052. 
Bjtin^ejpres.part.  cutting,  C  7420. 

O. 

Caas,  s.  case,    plight,    3374;  //.  cases, 

C67S9. 
Caleweys,  s.pl.  soft,  sweet  pears  (which 

came  from  Cailloux   in  Burgundy),  C 

7043- 
Calle,  V.  recall,  3974. 

Caxnelyne,  s.  camei's-hair  stuff,  C  7367. 

Can,  ipr.s.  (I)  know,  4706;  pr.  j.  under- 
stands, C  5872;  Can  him  no  thank, 
offers  him  no  thanks,  2112;  Canst, 
2/r.  s.  feelest,  4399. 

Caribdls,  Charybdis,  47x3. 

Cannes,  s.  pi.  Carmelites,  White  Friars, 
C  7462. 

Cas,  s.  occasion,  C  748X. 

Caste,  V.  reJL.  apply  himself.  2031 ;  Cast, 
pr.  s.  casts,  4330 ;  considers,  5620 ;  Caste^ 
pt.  s.  reft,  set  himself,  x86o. 

Castels  in  Spayne,  castles  in  the  air, 

2573. 
Castmgr.  s.  vomit,  C  7288. 
Catel,  J.  property,  5376. 
Cause ;  in  cause,  to  blame,  4525. 
Casrtlf ,  s.  poor  wretch,  3554. 
Cbace,  v.  chase  away ;  m  ch.,  caused  to 

be  chased  away,  C  7534. 
Chafe,  V.  irritate,  3685. 
Chamberere,  s.  chamber-maid,  4935. 
Chanoun,  s,  canon,  3278. 
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Ghapltre,  s.  chapter,  C  6532. 
Chapman,  s.  trader,  5591.  ' 
Chargrid,  /a  -r.  instructed,  2145. 
Ohasteleyn,    s,  castellan,   governor   of 

a  castle,  C  6337. 
Ohasteleyne,  s,  the  wife  of  a  chastelain 

or  governor  of  a  castle,  3740. 
Chastye,  i  pr.  s,  reprove,  C  6993. 
Chore,    s.   countenance,    favour,    3953; 

appearance,  5486,  C  6474 ;  delight,  3805. 
Cherete,  s.  fondness,  3516. 
Chese,  v,  choose,  4426 ;  Chese  .  .  .  hem 

to,  pr.  pi.  choose  for  themselves,  C  6230. 
Chevered,  pp,  shivered,  1732. 
Chevlaaunce,  j.  resource,  remedy,  3337. 
Chevise,  v,   occupy    himself  (for   me), 

manage  (for   me),  settle    my  cause,  C 

6425. 

Chlche,  adj,  parsimonious,  5588. 

Chlderesse,  s,  scold,  virago,  4266. 

Chlnche,  adj.  mean,  avancious,  C  5998. 
Nasalised  form  of  Chiche. 

Chinchy,  adj.  mean,  grudging,  niggardly, 
C6002. 

Clergrls,  //.  wax  tapers,  C  6248. 

Clarree,  s.  a  sweet  liquor  consisting  of 
a  mixture  of  wine,  clarified  honey  and 
various  spices,  as  pepper  and  ginger, 
&c.,  C  5967,  5971. 

Clepe,  V.  call,  C  5907. 

Clipsy,  adj.  eclipsed,  dim,  5349. 

Clomben,//.  climbed  up.  C  6933. 

ClooB,  adj,  close,  discreet,  C  6x04. 

Close.  V.  enclose,  4372. 

Closer,  s.  enclosure,  4069. 

Cloth,  s.  dress,  C  6345. 

Colour,  s.  way,  manner,  C  6282. 

Come,  i.  coming,  C  7628. 

Compas,  s.  circuit,  1842;  circumference, 
4183 ;  Compace,  perfection,  3208. 

Compassen,  i  pr,  pi.  study,  observe 
closely,  C  6932. 

Compllashen,  v.  accomplish,  2132. 

Comprende,  v.  consider,  include  (in  ray 
explanation),  C  6633. 

Compte,  s.  counting,  account.  5026. 

Comxinably,  adv.  commonly,  usually, 
C  7237. 

ComTinely,  adv.  publicly,  4801. 

Comuntee,  s,  community,  common  pos- 
session, 5209. 

Concours,  s.  course,  result,  4360. 

Conestabierye,  s.  a  ward  of  a  castle 
under  the  command  of  a  constable, 
4218. 

Conines,  s.pl.  conies,  rabbits,  C  7044. 

Conlaaunce,  s.  understanding,  know- 
ledge, 5465.  5559 ;  acquaintance,  4668. 


Conjecte,  i  pr.  pL  conspire.  C  6908. 

Conne,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayst  be  well  in- 
structed, 23x5. 

ConseQuence,  s.  result,  C  6448. 

Consolacioun,  the  *  Consolation  of  Phi- 
losophy,' 5661. 

Constreynaunce,  s.  constraint,  C  7438. 

Contene,  v.  remain,  2641 ;  rejl.  bear  him- 
self, 2248 ;  Conteyne,  v.  contain  (himself) , 
4933;  Contene,  pr.  pi.  re/1,  maintain 
themselves,  C  68oq. 

Contrarie,  s.  perplexity,  4478. 

Contrarious,  adj.  hostile,  3354. 

Controve,  v.  compose  songs,  4249;  ^er, 
to  invent,  C  7547. 

Contune,  v.  continue,  4354,  5332. 

Convay ,  ger.  to  accompany,  2438. 

Corafire,  s.  mood,  temper,  4928. 

Cordileree,  s.  pi.  Franciscans,  (so  called 
from  wearing  a  girdle  of  rope),  C  7461. 

Comewayle,  Comouaille   in    Brittany, 

4250- 
Corumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  4856. 

Cos,  J.  kiss,  3663. 

Cost,  5.  coast,  place,  3931 ;  quarter,  3477. 

Cotidlen,  adj,   quotidian,    daily;    as   s. 

a  quotidian  ague,  2401. 
Couchen,  ^,pl.  impose.  C  6903. 
Countesses,  s.pl.  C  6860. 
Countours,  s.pl.  accountants.  C  6813. 
Coupe-srorsre,  s.  Cut-throat,  C  7423. 
Couth,//,  known,  3000;  evident,  42x3. 
Coveityse,    s.   coveting,   desire.  4129; 

covetousness,  5<>73. 
Covenable,  adj.  seemly,  fitting,  suitable, 

C  6030.6752;  excellent,  C  7181. 
Covent,  s.  convent,  4904,  C  738a 
Coverchief,  s.  kerchief,  head-covering, 

C7369. 
Covert,  adj.  secret,  hidden  up,  C  6149. 

Coverture,  s.  concealment,  2172. 

Covyne,  s,  intrigue,  secret  plan,  3799. 

Coy,  adj.  quiet,  hidden,  4297. 

Crece,  J.  increase,  progeny,4875.  {Parlemed 

erect  seems  to  mean  destroys  prpgeny, 

i.  e.  abortion.)     See  crease  (■*  increase) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Croce,  s.  crozier,  C  6470. 
Crownet,  s.  coronet,  3303. 
Cunne,  v,  shew;  cmme  him   maugrte^ 

shew  him  ill-will,  4559 ;   z  pr.  pi,  can, 

C  5879;  fr,  pi,  know  (how),  C  6174; 

pr.  s.  subj.  be  able,  C  5993. 
Cure,  s.  charge,  1962,  C  6563 ;  care,  4399 ; 

cause  of  care,  3456;  heed,  C  7557;  aid, 

C  6753 ;  jurisdiction,  3540. 
Curious,  adj,  diligent,  zealous,  C  6578, 

6590. 
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Customere,  adj,  accustomed,  4936.    F. 

text,  coustumiere. 
Cut,  pr,  s.  cuts,  C  6198. 

D. 

DagrSTBB,  J.  pi,  loose  tags  or  shreds  of 
cloth,  C  7260.  (I  can  find  no  exact 
account  of  the  fastening  here  referred 
to;  I  suppose  that  the  dagges^  or  tape- 
like stri{^,  had  button-holes,  through 
which  the  knoppes  or  buttons  passed.) 

Daliaunce,  s,  talk,  2850. 

Dampningr,  s,  damnation.  C  6643. 

Dar,  pr,  5,  dare,  6049. 

DauDce ;  the  oldt  k,  the  old  game,  4300. 

Daunffere,  s,  resistance,  193a ;  reluctance, 
2318;  power,  control,  2051. 

Daunsrerous,  adj,  shy,  reluctant,  back- 
ward, 2312;  hard  to  please,  2824;  cruel, 

^3594.  3727. 

Daunte,  v.  conquer,  subdue,  3300. 

Dauntlngr,  s,  taming,  4032. 

Da  wed,  pt.  s,  subj,  would  dawn,  2633. 

Dawes,  s.pl,  days,  2838,  C  6616. 

Debonairly,  aav,  graciously,  pleasantly, 

2382. 
Deraute,  s,  lack,  5789. 
Def enced, //.  defended,  4310. 
Defensable,  adj,  helping  to  defend,  4168. 
Defoule,  v,  trample  down,  C  6000. 
Defyle,  v.  bruise,  C  7317. 
Desrree»  •r.  rank,  C  7214 ;  manner,  C  7442. 
Delsrnous,  adj,  disdainful,  3593. 
Del,  s,  deal ;  Dele,  bit,  least  thing,  5x39 ; 

not  .  .  a  del,  not  a  whit,  C  6897,  7433 ; 

never  a  del,  not  at  all,  C  6036 ;  every  del, 

every  whit,  C  6017. 
Delectacioiin,  s,  delight,  4821. 
Delee  (Northern  form},  pr,  s,  distributes, 

5419. 
Dellcio\2Sly,  adv,  daintily,  C  6729. 

Deliverly,  adv,  quickly,  1927,  2283,  3005. 

Delyces,  s,pl.  pleasures,  C  7281. 

DemeisrnOt    ^'    possession,   ownership, 

5586;  Demeyne,  dominion,  rule,  3310. 
Demene,  v,  put  up  with,  5238. 
Depckrt.  V,  divide,  2367,  5279. 
DepartinsT,  s.  division,  4613. 
Dere,  v,  injure,  destroy,  4336 ;  pp,  210a 
Desert,  s.  deserving,  4269. 
Desperaunce,  s,  desperation,  1872. 
Desporte,  ger,  to  cheer,  to  divert,  2014. 
Despyt,  s,  aversion,  C  5996. 
Dever,  s.  endeavour,  5299. 
Devlaunt,  adj,  divergent,  turned  away, 

4789. 
Devoid,  adj,  free,  4312. 
Devolded,  pp,  removed,  2929. 


Devirne,  v,  interpret,  3800. 

Devys,  s,  disposal,  1974;  will,  3621;  by 

devys,  to  judge  from  her  appearance  (?), 

3205.     (F.  text,  et  a  son  vis,) 
Deyned,  pt,  s,  subj,;    Aim   deyned,   it 

appeared  good  to  him,  C  6950. 
Deynous,  adj,  disdainftil,  3728. 
Deyntee,  s,  value,  2677. 
Dlffyne,  V.  define,  4807. 
Dlfirhty  V.  prepare,  4240. 
Discomfli,  pp,  disconcerted,  4067. 
Dlscordaunce,  s,  disagreement,  4715, 

^208 ;  discordant  melody,  4251. 
Dlscorde,  ger,  to  disagree,  4716. 
Dlscreven,  2  pr.pl,  describe,  4803. 
DlsdelnouB,  adj,  disdainful,  C  7412. 
Disese,  s,  uneasiness,  5244. 
Dlsese,  ger,  to  trouble,  3526. 
Dlasrysen,    v,   apparel,   2250;    Disgyse, 

I  pr,  s.  disguise,  C  6358. 
Dishonest,    adj,   unfair,    unreasonable, 

^442;  immodest,  4262. 
Disordlnat,  adj,  inordinate,  4816. 
Dlspendlth,/r.//.  spend,  5681. 
Dlspltous,  adj,  unmerciful,  spiteful,  C 

6x62:  malicious,  froward,  22x2,  3457. 
Displesaunce,  s,  displeasure,  3436. 
Disport,  s,  delight,  3468 ;  happiness,  2894. 
Disrewlily,  aav,  irregularly,  4900. 
Disseise,  v,  dispossess,  deprive,  (F.  des- ' 

saisir),  2076. 
Disserve,  v,  deserve,  3093. 
Dlsseyired,  pp,  deceived,  C  6628. 
Dlssolucloun,  s,  dissoluteness,  4898. 
Dlstlncte,  v.  distinguish,  C  6199. 
Dlstoned,  adj,  out  of  tune,  4248. 
Dltee,  s,  discourse,  5286,  5652. 
Divyne,  s,  divinity,  C  6488. 
Do,  V.  cause ;  do  make,  cause  to  be  made, 

2080;  pr,  s,  subj,  accomplish,  C  ^869; 

Doand   (Northern),  pres,  part,  doing, 

2708 ;  Don,  pp.  put,  placed,  C  6564. 
Dole,   s,   lamentation,    mourning,    2956, 

4^17.    O.  F.  doel, 
Dolven,  pp,  buried,  4070. 
Dom,  s,  dumb,  2220,  2409,  2492. 
Dool,  s,  grief,  4480. 
Dool,  s.  portion ;  hal/en  dool,  half  portion, 

halving  (it),  2364. 
Doth,/r.  s,  causes,  2772, 2786, 2790 ;  brings, 

5558 ;  gives,  1984. 
Double,  adj,  twofold,  1756. 
Doublenesse,    s,    double-dealing,    du- 
plicity, 2366. 
Doun,  come  down,  C  5868. 
Dout,  s,  fear,  2102. 
Doutable,  adj,  doubtful,  54x3 ;  imperilled, 

unstable,  C  6274. 
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Doute,  V,  fear,  2033 ;  ipr.s.  2108 ;  ^pr,pl. 
2079. 

Doutinff ,  J.  doubt,  C  6074. 

Draugrbt,  /.  draught,  bout,  act,  4869.  F. 
text.  Car  maint  n  i  trairoientja  trait. 

Drede,  j.  doubt;  wUhoiUen  dr,,  without 
doubt,  3199,  3351,  C  6314 ;  Dread  (per- 
sonified), 3958.  5861. 

DrerUied,  j.  sorrow,  4738. 

Dreeee,  v.  prepared,  1773;  pr,  s.  subj.  rejl, 
set  himself,  C  6535. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  1743. 

Drougrbi//.  s,  drew,  1735. 

Droune,  ger,  to  be  drowned,  4710,  5033. 

Druery,  s,  loyal  affection,  5064. 

Drye,  1/.  suffer,  undergo,  4390;    endure, 

3^05 ;  ^^'  <o  fti'fi^  C  7484. 
Dulle,  I  pr,  J.  become  stupefied,  4793. 
Dure,  V.  last,  endure,  C  6841. 
Duresse,  s,  severity,  3547, 3S7a 
DwelUnfiTi  -r.  delay,  344a 
Dyamaunt,  s,  adamant,  4385. 
'Dyden^pt.pl.  died,  C  6345. 
Dyne,  v,  as  s,  dinner,  C  6500. 


Bche,  V.  add,  1994;  help,  aid,  4618. 

Bffect,  J.  reality,  5486. 

Bft,  adv.  again,  1783. 

Bftsone,  actu.  soon  afterwards,  C  6094; 

Eftsones,  C  6649. 
Bffre,  adf,  acid,  4179. 
Bsrre,  aav.  sharply,  5474. 
Elde,  s.  old  age,  4885. 
Blenffenesse,   s,    solitariness ;    hence, 

sadness,  disquietude,  C  7406.    F.  text, 

soussi. 
Bais,  s.pL  eels,  C  7039. 
Biles,  adv.  otherwise,  in  all  other  respects, 

Bmpreesid,/^.  pressed,  3691. 

Bmpryse,  s.  undertaking,  care,  2147; 
doings,  3508 ;  enterprise,  C  5835 ;  design, 
1972;  conduct,  acdon,  3x86;  privilege, 
3008 ;  rule,  4905. 

BQCheBOun,  s.  occasion,  2^04, 3983,  4343. 

Bnclyne,  v.  be  subject  (to),  respect,  bow 
down  (to),  C  6814. 

Bncombre,  v.  disturb,  5434 ;  pr.  s.  impor- 
tunes, teases,  C  6675;  pr.  pi.  perplex, 
4482;  pp.  annoyed,  C  7638. 

Bnfaunce,  s.  infancy,  youth,  4388. 

Enforce,  v.  compel.  C  6407 ;  pr.  pi.  refi. 
endeavour.    C    6375;    /A    augmented, 

,4499-  ^ 

EiDg'endrure,  s.  procreation,  4849. 

Bnfirreveth,/r.  j.  displeases,  3444. 


Bnhaunce,  gtr.  to  exalt,  advance,  C  7346. 
Bnlansroured,  adj.  fiided  with  langour, 

pale,  C  7399. 
Bnlumlned,/^.  illumined.  5344. 
Bnpryse,  s.  quickness  of  movement,  3656. 

See  Bmpryse. 
Bnquestes,  s.  pi.  legal  inquisitions,  C 

Bnsure,  i  pr.  s.  assure,  4850 ;  p^,  C  7313. 

Bntayle,  s.  figure,  shai)e,  3711. 

Bntencloun,  s.  attention,  4701;  intent, 
C  63^8 ;  diligence,  3037 ;  0/  e.,  inten> 
tionalTy,  3976;  //.  meaning,  drift,  C 
717a 

Bntende,  v.  pay  attention,  3153. 

Bntendement,  s.  intention,  3188. 

Bntent,  s.  mind,  3187;  purpose,  3488; 
disposition,  5696;  endeavour,  3906;  in- 
tention, desi^,  C  58x1,  5869. 

Bntentlf ,  adj.  diligent,  careful,  3003 ;  adv, 
1730. 

Bntermetei  v.  reji.  intermeddle,  interfere, 
3966;  I  pr.  s,  rejt.  busy  (mysellf  with),  C 

Bntrexnees,  s.  pi.  entremets,  dainty  meats, 
C6841. 

Bntremete,  v.  interfere,  C  6635,  7?33; 
^er.  C  6503;  ger.  rejl.  C  5946;  i  pr.  s, 
mtermeddle,  interfere,  C  6498,  6840 ;  pr. 
s.  C  5931. 

Bnvlroun,  adv,  about,  33^3, 4x63 ;  round 
about,  4303. 

Bnvlroune,  i  pr.  pi.  go  about,  C  7017. 

Bquipolences,  s.pl.  equivocations,  equi- 
vocal expressions,  C  70/6. 

Brke,  adj.  weary,  wearied,  4867. 

Bmes,  s.  ardour  (of  love),  4838. 

Bmesty  s.  earnest,  pledee,  3680. 

Brs,  s.  posteriors  (F.  atJ),  C  7578. 

Bspleyten,  v.  perform,  execute,  C  6174. 

Bspye,  s.  spy,  3871. 

BstabllHsnlTig,  s.  decree.  C  6369. 

Estate,  s.  state  of  life,  position,  4901. 

Bstres,  s.  pi.  recesses,  innerparts,  3636. 

Bidstence,  s.  reality,  5549,  C  7470. 

Bzpowne,^^.  to  expound,  C7173. 

Byth,  adj.  easy,  3955.    A.  S.  eogi. 

P. 

Fable,  s.  deceitfulness,  C  66o3. 
Fade,  adj.  pallid,  faded,  3399. 
Fadoxne,  s.pl.  fathoms,  4159. 
Failed,  //.  as  adj.  wanting,  defective,  C 

7470. 
Fainte,  adj.  fei^n^ed.  C  7405. 
Fsirhede,  s.  fairness,  beauty,  3484. 
Fallaces,  s.  pi.  deceits,  C  7077. 


]&omaunt  at  ^t  Kose:  ^arts  B,  c. 
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Fallith,  pr,s.  impers.  befits,  4025 ;  belongs, 
C6976. 

Falsen,  pr,pl,  deceive,  4833. 

Fand,  (tpf.  found,  3707. 

Fard,  tm/.  j.  paint,  3385. 

Fardels,  s,fi.  loads,  bundles,  5683. 

Fare,  s,  wellue,  condition,  C  6498. 

Fare,  v.  depart,  vanish  away,  C  6045; 
/r.  pi.  go,  5564 ;  journey.  5509 ;  pp,  gone, 
3710. 

Faute,  s,  £Eiult,  defect,  3837. 

Fawe,  adf,  foin.  blithe.  C  6476. 

Fay,  s,  fiuth,  3155,  5106. 

Fee,  s,  property,  fief,  C  6044. 

Feers,  tuij,  fierce,  3373. 

Feeste,  s.  encouragement,  5061. 

Fel,  adj,  cruel,  savage,  331 1 ;  harsh,  4088 ; 
stem,  C  7343;  Felle,//.  painful,  3789. 

Felde-fare,  s,  fieid-£are,  5510. 

Fele,  adj.  many,  4446,  C  6^8. 

Fele,  v.*  perceive  (smell),  1844. 

Feller,  adj.  comp.  crueller,  4103. 

Felones,  adj,  pi,  evil,  wicked,  C  671 1. 
His  f.  iangelinges^  his  evil  pratings,  his 
injurious  telk.  Suggested  by  F.  Maaigre 
Us  felonesses  JMgUs  :  vtYicrt  felonesses  iA 
a  plural  adjective;  see  Godenroy. 

Feloun,  adj,  cruel,  C  5998. 

Fere,  s.  fire,  2471,  5086. 

Vere&fpp.  fired,  inflamed,  5378. 

Fetialy,  adv,  neatly,  perfectly,  3367. 

Fetya,  adj.  well-made,  3088. 

Fesnite,  adj.  feigned,  5563. 

Feyntsree,  s.  deceit,  guile,  3947,  3998, 
3493;  evasion,  1971. 

Ffaunoe,  s.  confidence,  trust,  5481. 

Fll,  pt.  s,  fell,  condescended,  3437 ;  Fille, 
ft,  pi,  found  themselves,  C  5813. 

Fit,  s.  mood,  5I97> 

Flawme,  s,  flame,  3707. 

Flawnes,  s,  pi,  flawns ;  a  dish  composed 
of  new  cheese,  em,  powdered  sugar, 
coloured  with  ssmron  and  baked  in 
small  tins  called  '  coffins ' ;  C  ^043. 

Flayn.j^.fiayed,C73i6.  Miswntten  j/t^w. 

Flexned,  pt.  s,  exiled,  drove  into  exile, 
3052,  C  6781.    A.  ^.jtymoH. 

Floytea,  s.  pi,  flutes,  A351. 

Foles,  ^en.  fool's,  sm, 

Foly,  adj.  foolish,  4399,  5085. 

Fond,  adj,  foolish,  5367. 

Fonde,  v.  attempt,  5858. 

Foole,  adj,  foolish,  C  7539. 

Foon,  //.  foes.  5553,  C  694a 

Foote,  V,  dance  formally,  3333. 

Foot-hoot,  adv.  instantly,  3837. 

For,  prep,  to  prevent,  4239;  for  fiear  of, 
2365 ;  on  account  of,  2190. 


Forboden,  jM.  forbidden,  C  6616. 

Force,  s.;  I  yeve  no  force,  I  care  not, 
4602 ;  off,^  necessarily,  1796. 

Fordone,  pp.  undone,  4339. 

Fordrlve,  pp.  scattered,  3783. 

Forewardls,  forwards ;  hetmesf,^  hence- 
forward, C  7304. 

Forfare,  v.  perish,  5388, 5778. 

For-ofte,  adv.  very  often,  4876. 

For-peyned,  ff,  distressed,  3693. 

Forsietke,  v,  refuse,  3822 ;  withstand,  1876. 

Forstere,  s.  forester.  C  6339. 

Fortened,  pp.  destroyed.  4875.  (Or  per- 
haps '  obstructed ' ;  of.  A.  S.  fcrtyman,  to 
shut  up.)    See  Orece. 

Forthenke,  v.  rue,  repent,  3957, 4060. 

Forthy,  comj.  because;  notf.^  not  on  that 
account,  {jperhaps)  nevertheless,  4^09. 

Forwandred,  /^.  spent  with  wandering, 

3336. 
Forwardis,  s,pL  agreements,  C  7303. 
Forwerreyd,  pp,  utterly  defeated,  3564. 
Forwery,  adj.  tired  out,  3336. 
For-why,  wherefore,  1743. 
Forwoundld,  pp,  sorely  wounded,  1830. 
Foryet,  v.  forget,  3343  \  pr,s,C  6538. 
Foryeve,  ger,  to  abandon,  give  up,  3438. 
Fraunchyae,  s,  liberty.  4906;   nobility,. 

3007;   generosity.  3003;    Bounty,  3501; 

Freedom,  C  5865. 
Frere,  s.  fHar,  C  7377;   Friar  Wolf.  C 

6434. 
Freres  Prechours,   s,  pi,   preaching. 

friars,  i.  e.  the  Prechours,  or  Dominican 

friars,  C  7458. 
Fret,  pp.  fretted,  adorned,  ^304;  set,  4705* 
Fretted,  pp,  furnished,  lit.  ornamented,. 

Frouncen,  pr.pl,  shew  wrinkles,  C  7261 ; 

Frounced,  pp.  wrinkled,  3137. 
Fyne,  v,  cease,  1797;  pr,  pi,  subj,  end, 

depart,  5356. 

O. 

Oabbeth,  pr,  s.  speaks  fialsely,  lies,  C 

6700. 
Oabbingr,  s.  lying.  C  7602, 7612. 
GadrinsTf  -f-  accumulation,  5782. 
QarlBOun,  s.  healing.  3248 ;  garrison.  4379. 
Gamement,  s.  dress,  2256. 
Gamleoun,  s.  fortress,  4204. 
Oate,    s.   way,   wise,    3333,   5167,    5330 

(Northern). 
QentUneaee,   s.  kindness,  4605;   good 

breeding,  3005 ;  nobility,  5237. 
Oemer,  /.  gamer,  C  5988. 
Geese;  wUhoute gesse^  doubtless,  2817. 
Oeten,  pp.  gotten,  5701. 
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Oettnsr,  s,  obtaining,  attainment,  3284. 

Olbbe,  Gib  (Gilbert),  a  cat.  C  6204. 

Olnne,  s.  warlike  engine,  4x76. 

Oinneth,  /r.  s,  begins,  9154. 

Oisarme,  s,  a  weapon  bearing  a  scythe- 
like blade  fixed  on  a  shaft  and  provided 
also  with  a  spear-point  like  a  bayonet, 

C5978. 

Olteme,  ^er.  to  play  on  the  guitar,  2321. 

Oloee,  V.  flatter.  5097;  ^.  explained.  C 
689a 

Oloumbe,  v.  frown,  look  glum,  4356. 

Qnede,  s.  stingy  person,  C  6002.  (Mis- 
written /re<fc.) 

Qo.pp.  gone,  2423;  empty,  C  6834. 

Goxuanoun,  s.  gonfeilon,  banner,  2018. 

Oospel  Perdurable,  The  Everlasting 
Gospel,  C  7102. 

Oraitne,  v.  dress,  array,  C  7368. 

Oraunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  C  7504. 

Oree,  (i)  s,  way  (lit.  grade)  ;  m  no  maner 
gree^  in  no  kind  of  way,  5743. 

Qree,  (2)  s,  &vour ;  atUgret^  with  favour, 
4^74 ;  tak§  at  gree^  accept  with  a  good 
will,  X969 ;  in  gree^  in  good  part,  ^06. 

Orete,  \pr,  s,  weep,  lament,  4x16  (North- 
ern). 

Oreves,  s.pL  thickets,  3019. 

Qroffe,  adv,  &ce  downward,  256x. 

Orolne,  pr,  s.  sub;,  grumble,  murmur,  C 
7049. 

Qrucchen,  pr,  pi,  subj,  grumble  at,  be- 
grudge. C  6465. 

Oruccnixifir,  s,  refusal,  C  6439. 

Oiype,  V.  seize,  C  5983. 

Ouerdoxiixifir,  '.  reward.  2380,  C  5908. 

Oyler,  s,  beguiler,  57^9. 

Oype,  s.  frock;  perhaps  a  smock>frock 
(alluding  to  the  numerous  gathers  in 
the  front  of  it),  €7262. 


Ha,  V,  have,  5569. 

Hade,  2//.  1.  haddest,  a4oa 

Halp,  pi,  J.  helped,  191 1. 

HeJt,  pr.  s,  reJL,  considers  himself,  490X ; 

keeps,  C  7032. 
Hardexnent,  j.  courage,  1827, 2487, 3392. 
Harlotes,  i,pl,  rascals,  ribalds,  C  6068. 
Haniela,  /.  armour,  gear.  C  7477. 
Hameys,  v,  re/L,  dress,  equip  thyself, 

2647. 
Hat,  adj,  hot,  2398. 

Hatter,  adj,  camp,  hotter,  more  hotly,  2475. 
Haunt,  V,  practise,  4868 ;  ger,  to  haunt, 

frequent,  C  6601 ;  pr,  s,  smfy\  practise,  C 

7029. 


Haunting,  j.  haunt,  abode,  C  6o8x. 
Hauteyn,  adj,  haughty,   C  6iox;  /tm, 

Havoir,  s,  having,  472a 

Haye,  s,  hedge,  2971. 2987. 

Hele,  V,  conceal,  2858;  ggr.  2522;  pr,pi. 

C6882. 
Hele,  s,  health,  472X. 
Hem,  proM,  them,  22x8. 
Hemmes,  s,pi,  phylacteries,  C  6912. 
Hend,  adj,  reiEuiy,  useful,  3^5. 
Hente,  ggr,  to  seise,  33841;  pt  s.  1730, 

4092;   ft.  pi,  snatched,  C   7x36;    pp, 

plucked,  C  764^ 
Herber,  imp,  pi,  take  up  your  abode,  C 

7586 ;  2//.  s,  didst  harbour,  5107. 
Herbergere,  s,  host,  entertainer,  C  7585 ; 
^/.  5000. 
Heroerwe,  j.  shelter,  lodging,  C  6201, 

7495. 

Herberwe,  v,  shelter,  lodge,  C  6145. 

Herde,  s,  shepherd,  C  6453 ;  pi,  C  6561. 

Herie,  pr.  pi,  honour,  praise,  C  6241. 
A.  S.  herian. 

Hertly,  adj,  true-hearted,  5433. 

Het,  pp,  heated,  3709. 

Heten,  v,  promise,  C  629a 

Hlfirbt,  pr,  s,  is  named,  C  6341 ;  pp,  pro- 
mised, 2803. 

Hoked,  adj.  hooked,  furnished  with 
hooks,  17x2 ;  barbed,  1749. 

Hole,  adj,  whole,  complete,  5443. 

Holtes,  s.  pi.  plantations,  C  6996. 

Homager,  s.  vassal,  3288. 

Hoolly,  adv,  wholly,  1970. 

HoonUy,  adj,  homely,  nimiliar,  C  6^. 

Hoor,  a4^  gray-haired,  C  6335;  Hore, 
adj'.  hoary,  gny,  3x96 ;  //.  hoary  (a  fre- 
quent epithet  of  trees,  perhaps  with 
reference  to  trees  of  great  age),  C  6995. 

Hompypes,  s.  pi.  musical  instruments, 
formed  of  pipes  made  of  horn,  4250. 

HoBtilers,  s.  as  adj'.pl.  keeping  an  inn,  C 

7Q33- 
Hoteth,  pr,  s,  promises.  5422 ;  pr,pl,  5444. 

Houeel,  V,  give  the  Host  (to),  C  6438. 

Hulstred,  pp.  concealed,  hidden,  C  6x46. 

Humaziltee,  s.  human  nature,  5655. 

Hy,  s.  haste ;  in  hy,  in  haste,  9393,  3591. 

I. 

Ich,/rMi.  1,06787. 

If,  cohJ.  if  (i.  e.  if  the  matter  be  wisely  in- 
quired into) ,  4454. 
Imped,  pp,  engrafted.  5x37. 
Impee,  s.  pi.  grafts,  C  6293. 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  C  690a. 


Bonumnt  nt  tiie  Viof^ti  ]Patt0  B,  c. 
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ISr-fere,  adv.  together,  4827. 
1886,  V.  issue,  199a. 

J. 

Jansrletb,  ^.  s.  prattles,  C  7^. 
Jangllnsr,  s.  prating,  chattering,  C  5852 ; 

pi.  idle  words,  C  671  x. 
Jape,  J.  jest,  C  7519;  //.  tricks,  C  6835. 
Jape,  I  pr.  s.  mock,  scoff  at,  C  6471. 
J0III7,  adv,  after  a  jolly  sort,  C  7031; 

pleasantly,  2248;    nicely,  neatly,  2284; 

deservedly,  C  7664. 
Joly,  adj.  fine,  gay,  C  7248. 
Jolynease,  s.  joUiness,  joy,  2302. 
Jo'weles,  J.//,  jewels,  2092,  5420. 
Joyne,  i  /r.  s.  enjoin,  2355. 
Jui>fibrtye,  s.  jeopardy,  2666. 

K. 

Kembe,  imp.  s.  comb,  2284. 

Kenne,  v.  snow,  teach,  247i5. 

Kepe,  s.  heed,  3475. 

Kepe,  V.  keep;   Jtepe  forth^  perpetuate, 

4854;  I  pr.  5.  care,  C  6440;  keep.  3476; 

care,  wish,  C  6083 ;  pr.  pi.  care,  C  6093. 
Kernels,  s.  pi.  battlements,  4195.    F.  text, 

Us  creniaus, 
Kervlng,  fres.  pt.  as  adj.  cutting,  3813. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  2006. 

Kid,  pp.  made  known,  2172 ;  evident,  3132. 
Kirked,  adj.  crooked  (?),  3137. 
Knet,  pp.  knit,  fastened,  4700,  481 1 ;  pp. 

pi.  fast  bound.  2092. 
Knewe,  i  pt.  s.  subj.  disclosed,  C  6090. 
Knopped ,  pp.  fastened ,  C  726a   A  knoppe 

is  properly  a  button ;  hence  knoppen,  to 

fasten  with  a  button. 

L. 

Laas,  s.  toils,  snare.  C  6029,  6648 ;  Lace, 
cord,  string,  C  7373 ;   net,  2792 ;   snare, 

5093* 
Laced,  pp.  entangled,  caught,  3178. 

Lakke,  2  pr.  pi.  blame,  4804. 

Lambren,  s.pl.  lambs,  C  7013. 

Larffesse,  s.  liberality.  2354 ;  C  5853. 

Las,  s.  net,  2790.    See  Laas,  Lace. 

Late,  ger.  to  let.  permit,  allow.  3145.  C 

6676 ;  V.  let,  5574 ;  Lat.  pr.  s.  lets  remain, 

5493. 
Laubwitb,  pr.  s.  laughs,  2294. 

Lay,  J-.  law,  religious  belief,  C  6749. 

Leef ,  adj.  willing,  2335. 

Lees,  s.  pi.   lies;    withouten  lees^  truly,  I 

3904. 5728-  ' 


Leful,  adj.  allowable,  permissible,  5195* 

Lit. '  leave-ful.' 
LesTfiTon*  g^»  ease,  relieve,  50x6.    (Short 

for  aUggen.) 
Lemes,  s.pl,  rays,  5346. 
Lemman,  s.  sweetheart,  C  6056,  6305. 
Lene,  v.  lend,  3053,  C  7026. 
Lenlnsr ;  in  lening,  as  a  loan,  2373. 
Lepand,  pres.  part,  running  (with  short 

jumps),  1928. 
Lere,  ger.  to  teach,  2143,  *i49;  ^*  teach „ 

5152;  learn,  2451,  4808. 
Lered,  adj.  learned,  C  62x7. 


>,  V.  lose,  C  Mxs,  5924;  pr.  s.  2149. 
Lesixiff ,  s.  lie,  £iilsehood,  2174, 4835. 
Let,/r.  s.  leads  (his  life),  C  61x1. 
Lete,  V,  cease,  2463;  leave,  C  6457;  let 

alone,  C  6556 ;  abandon,  C  6169 ;  allow, 

permit,  6458;    i  pr.  s.  leave,  C  6354; 

abandon,  C  6997 ;  pp.  let,  179X. 
Lette,  s.  let,  hindrance,  3756. 
Letten,  v.   hinder,  3590;    delay,   3940; 

stop,  X832 ;  cease,  2807 ;  desist,  X832. 
LettlnGT,  s.  hindrance,  C  5931. 
Lettrare,  s.  literature,  writing,  C  6751. 
Leve,  V.  believe,  3303. 
Leve,  V.  live,  2336. 
Lever,  adv.  rather,  C  6793 ;  me  were  lever, 

I  had  rather,  C  6168. 
Le'wd,  adj.  lay  (folk),  the  ignorant,  C 

6217. 
Le'wedlst,   adj.    superl.    most    ignorant, 

4802. 
Ley e,  pt.  pi.  lay,  lived,  C  6572. 
Llcbe,  adv.  alike,  equally,  4160. 
Lifferlng*,  pr.  pt.  lying  down,  4002. 
Llkerous,  adj.  licentious,  4264. 
Llkly,  adj.  similar,  4852. 
Llsse,  V.  abate,  4128 ;  ger.  to  be  eased,  to 

feel  relief,  3758. 
List,  s.  pleasure,  will,  1957. 
List,  pr.  s.  wishes,  C  6139. 
Lolffne,  s.  tether,  3382.  C  7050. 
Loke,  pp.  locked  up,  2092. 
Long;  0/ long  passed,  of  o\d,  ^2^. 
Longrltb,^r.  s.  befits,  232X. 
Loos,  s.  renown,  reputation,  2310,  C  6103 ; 

ill  fame,  C  7081. 
Lorn,  pp.  lost,  4327,  4502. 4508,  C  5973- 
Loseng>eour8,  s.pl.  deceivers,  2693. 
Loteby,  s.  paramour,  C  6339. 
Loug-b,  pt.  s.  laughed.  C  7295. 
Lotire,  pr.  s.  subj.  scowl.  C  7049. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  4384;  bow  down,  C  7336; 

pr.  pi.  subJ.  bow  dOMrn,  C  6917. 
Lo'we,  ger.  to  appraise,  i.  e.  to  be  valued 

at,  4532. 
Luce,  s.  pike  (fish),  C  7039. 
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Lyflode,  s.  livelihood.  5603.  C  6663. 

Lyken,  v,  please,  1854,  C  6131. 

Lyte,  adj.  little,  small,  2279,  3557 ;  adv.  C 

Lytne,  adj.  delicate,  376a. 

MaAt,  adj'.  bewildered,  overcome,  1739. 

See  Mate. 
Malstryse,  s.  strength,  dominion,  4x72. 
Make,  ^er.  to  cause,  C  5931 ;  pr.  pL  pro- 
pound, C  6186. 
Male,  5.  bag,  wallet,  3263 ;  money-bag,  C 

6376. 
Maltalent,  s.  ill-humour,  3438. 
Mansronel,  s,  a  military  engine  on  the 

principle  of  the  sling-staff  for  casting 

stones,  a  catapult,  C  6279. 
Meir,  adj.  greater,  2215 ;  adv.  more,  1854. 
Marchandise,  s.  barter,  C  5902. 
Metre ,  adv.  more,  2709. 
Markea,//.  marks  (coins),  C  5986. 
Marreth,  fr.  s,  disfigures,  4679. 
Mate,  adj.  distracted,   5099;    downcast, 

4671;  dispirited,  ^167, 319a   See  Maat. 
Mausrreo,  s.  ill-will,  4399 ;  reproach,  3144 ; 

prep,  in  spite  of,  C  671 1 ;  maugre  youres^ 

in  spite  of  you,  C  7645. 
Mayme,  v.  maim,  C  66ao;  pr.  s.  wounds, 

5317.    See  Mey^ned. 
Mayaondewe,  s.  hospital,  5619. 
Medle,  v.  interfere,  3788 ;  Medle,  v.  reJL. 

meddle ;  m.  kim  oK  deal  with,  C  6050 ; 

(b  medU^  for  meddling,  4545. 
Meke,  v.  mollify.  3394 ;  have  mercy,  3541 ; 

Meked,  pt.  s.  rejl.  humbled  himself,  3584. 
Mendience,  s.  beggary,  mendicancy,  C 

6657,  6707. 
Mene,  s.  mean,  middle  state,  C  6527. 
Mene,  adj.  middle,  mean,  4844. 
Mene,  i  pr.  s,  bemoan,  2596. 
Menour,   Minorite,  Franciscan  friar,  C 

6338. 

Mes,  s.  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  op- 
portunity, 3462.    O.  F.  mes. 

Mete,  adj.  meet,  fitted,  1799. 

Mete,  V.  meet,  succeed,  4571. 

Mevable,  adj\  moveable,  4736. 

Meve,  V.  move,  incite,  2327. 

Mewe,  s.  coop,  cage  (a  falconry  term), 
4778. 

Meyfirned,  pp.  hurt,  maimed,  33561  See 
Mayxne. 

Meynee,  s.  household,  C  6870, 7156. 

Meynt,  fp.  mingled,  1920;  Meynd,  2296. 

Mich,  adj.  manv,  2258,  5555. 

Micher,  s.  thief,  C  6541. 


Bitches,  s.  pL  small  loaves  of  finest 
wheaten  flour,  5585. 

Mis,  adj.  amiss,  wrong,  3243. 

Mlscheef,  s.  misfortune,  Q(fjy.. 

Mlsericorde,  s.  mercy,  3577. 

Mlssesrlnff,  s.  evil-spcakmg,  2207. 

Mister,  s.  occupation,  trade,  C  6976; 
whatever  mister^  of  every  kind  of  occu- 
pation. C  6332. 

Mistere,  s.  need,  C  7409. 

Mlswey,  attv.  astray,  4764. 

Mixens,  s.  pi.  dunghills,  C  6496. 

Mo,  adj.  pi.  others  besides,  3023;  more 
(in  number).  C  5990. 

Mochel,  adj.  great,  3117 ;  to  m^  too  much, 

344a. 
Moeble,  s.  moveable  property,  C  6045. 

Moeve,  v.  move,  i.  e.  prefer,  nmke,  C  6039. 

Moneete,  i  pr.  s.  admonish,  charge,  3579. 

Monyours,  s.p/.  coiners,  C  68x1. 

Mot,  pr.  s,  must,  3784 ;  so  mote  /  go,  as  I 
hope  to  walk  about,  C  6591. 

Mo  we,  V.  be  able,  2644. 

Musard,  s.  muser,  dreamer,  C  7562 ;  slug- 
gard, 3256, 4034 ;  dolt,  C  7562. 

Muwls,  s.pL  bushels,  559a 

N. 

Nathelesae,  nevertheless,  C  6x95. 

Ne,  co/tj.  unless,  4858. 

Neae,  adv.  necessarily,  C  7633. 

Nedely,  adv.  needs  must,  C  01x7. 

Nedexi,  V.  be  necessary,  C  599a 

Nedes,  /.  pi.  necessities,  C  6x74. 

Nedes,  adv.  of  necessity,  1792. 

Neer,  adv.  nearer,  1708.    See  Nerre. 

Nelffn  it  xieire,  v.  approach  it  more 
nearly,  2003. 

Uemxmedfpp.  named,  mentioned,  C  6224. 

Nere,  were  not,  were  it  not  for,  2778; 
were  there  not,  2778;  had  it  not  been 
for,  C  7328. 

Nerre,  adj.  comp.  nearer,  5X0X. 

Neven,  v.  name,  C^962 ;  recount,  C  707X. 

Nil,  pr.  s.  will  not,  C  583X,  6045. 

Nomen,  pt.  pi.  took,  C  7423 ;  pp.  taken, 
5404. 

Noncerteyxie,  adj.  uncertain,  5496. 

Nones,  for  the,  K>r  the  nonce,  occasion- 
ally, C  7387. 

Noxme,  s.  nun,  C  6350. 

Noot,  I  pr.  s.  know  not,  C  6367. 

Noriture,  s.  bringing  up,  C  6728. 

Norys,  s.  nurse,  5418. 

Not,  X  pr.  s.  know  not,  5x91. 

Note-kernel,  s.  nut-kernel,  C  7XX7. 

Noye,  /.  hurt,  3772. 
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Noyen,  ^^.  to  vex,  4416. 

Noyous,  adj.  harmful,  3230,  4449. 

Noyse,  s.  evil  report,  3971. 

Nyce,  aJJ.  foolish,  silly,  4963, 4877,0  6944. 

Nycetee,  s.  foolishness,  5535. 

Nyghe,  V.  approach,  1775. 

O. 

Obeysshinsr,  s.  submission,  338a 

Of,  prtp.  out  of,  owing  to,  3981;  con- 
cerning (Lat.  de),  4884;  off,  5470; 
(some)  or,  (part)  of,  1993.  Or  it  may 
mean  '  by,' '  on  account  of. 

Offense,  s,  discomfort,  5677. 

Of-newe,  adv,  newly,  afresh,  5169. 

Onlofte,  ^€p.  aloft,  on  high,  5503. 

Oon,  adj,  one,  4813;  in  oon,  without 
change,  3779. 

Ostagree,  s,p/,  hostages,  3064,  C  7311. 

Other-grate,  adv.  otherwise,  3158. 

Ougrht,  adv.  in  any  way,  C  6096. 

Outake^/r^.  except,  4474. 

Outerly,  adv.  wholly,  utterly,  3489,  3743. 

OutragrOf  i'  wrong,  3083,  3086;  scanda- 
lous life,  4937;  outrageous  deeds,  C 
6024  (mistranslated). 

OutragreouB,  adj.  exceeding  great,  3603 ; 
ill-behaved,  3193. 

OutBllngre,  V.  fling  out,  C  5987. 

Out-take, /r<^.  except,  C  5819. 

Over-al,  adv.  everywhere,  3050,  3914. 

OvergfO,  V.  pass  awray,  3784;  pr.pi.  tram- 
ple on,  C  6831. 

Overwhelme,  v.  roll  over,  3775. 

Ow,  I  pr,  s.  ought,  4413. 

P. 

Palasyns,  adj\  pi.  belonging  to  the 
palace ;  ladyes  palasyns,  court  ladies,  C 
6863. 

Papelard,  s.  hypocrite,  deceiver,  C  7383. 

Papelardye,  s.  hypocrisy,  C  679(6. 

Paragre,  s.  parentage,  descent,  4759. 

Par-amour,  with  devotion.  383a 

Paramour,  s.  paramour,  lover,  5060. 

Paramours,  adv.  with  a  lover's  affection, 

_46S7. 

Parceners,  s.  pi.  partners.  C  6953. 

Parcuere,  adv.  by  heart,  4796. 

Pardee,  Y.pardieu,  4433,  C  5913. 

Parfay,  by  my  fcuth,  C  6058. 

Part,  s.  duty,  5033. 

Parte,  v.  divide,  5383. 

Party,  s.  part;  in  party,  partially,  5338. 

Parvys,  s.  room  over  a  church-porch, 

C7108. 


Pas ;  a  p€u,  apace,  quickly,  3734. 

Passaunt,  adj.  surpassing,  311a 

Passe,  v.  penetrate,  175 1. 

Patre,  v.  recite  the  paternoster,  C  6794. 

Pay,  s.  satisfaction,  C  5938 ;  liking,  taste, 
1731 ;  me  to  pay,  to  my  satisfaction,  C 
6985. 

P»y©»  g^r.  to  appease,  3599. 

Peire,  v.  damage,  C  6x03. 

Pelre  of  bedis,  j.  rosary,  C  7373. 

Pens,  s.pl.  pence,  C  5987. 

Pensel,  s,  a  standard,  ensign,  or  banner, 
(particularly  of  bachelors-in-arms) ,  a 
pennoncel,  C  638a 

Peplr.  s.  pnepper,  (metaphorically)  mis- 
chief, C  6038. 

Perauntre,  adv.  peradventure,  5192. 

Percas,  adv.  perchance,  C  6647. 

Persaunt,  adj.  piercing,  3809;  sharp, 
4179. 

Pese,^<rr.  to  appease,  3397. 

Peslble,  adj.  peaceable,  gentle,  C  7413. 

Peyne,  s.  penalty,  C  6636;  pain,  hard- 
ness, 3130;  uppeyne^OTi  pain  (of  death), 
C6617. 

Peyne,  v.  rejl.  endeavour,  C  7513;  pr.  s. 
rejl.  takes  pains,  C  6014. 

Plment,  5.  spiced  wine  or  ale,  C  6037. 

Pltous,  adj.  excusable,  deserving  pity, 
4734 ;  merciful,  C  6161. 

Plat,  adv.  flat,  flatly,  1734,  C  7Sa6. 

Plesrne,  v.  lament,  complain,  3399,  C  6405. 

Pleynt,  j.  complaint,  C  6013. 

PUgrht,^/.  s.  plucked,  1745. 

Plongreth, /r.  J.  plunges,  5473. 

Plyte,  s.  af&ir,  C  5837. 

Poeste,  s.  power,  virtue,  9095. 

Pole,  5.  pool,  C  5966. 

Port,  s.  demeanour,  manner,  3038,  3x92 ; 
Porte,  4633. 

Porte-colys,  s.  portcullis,  4168. 

Possed,  pp.  pushed,  tossed,  4479;  pp, 
driven,  4635. 

Potente,  s.  crutch.  C  74x7. 

Poustee,  s.  power,  influence,  C  6533, 
^57*  7^9 :  aominion,  C  6484. 

Povert,  s.  poverty,  C  6x81. 

Prece,  ger.  to  press,  4198. 

Predlcacloun,  s.  preaching,  5763. 

Prelfiie,  ipr.  s.  value,  appraise,  4830. 

Prese,  v.  press ;  pr.  s.  intrudes,  C  7637 ; 
pr,  pi.  intrude,  C  7639;  imp.  s,  endea- 
vour. 8899. 

Pressure,  s.  wine-press,  3693. 

Preve,  v.  prove,  4170. 

Prevlngr,  s.  proof,  C  7543. 

Preyse,  x  pr.  s.  value,  esteem,  1983.  F. 
pris. 
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Prlkd,  imp,  s.  gallop,  23x4. 

Pris,  s.  esteem,  2310. 

Pxivetee,  i.  secret,  5526,  C  6878,  6882. 

Procuratour,  s,  a  collector  of  alms  for 

hospitals  or  sick  persons,  C  6974. 
Propre,  adj.  own,  C  6565.  6592. 
Provable,  adj.  capable  oif  proof,  5414. 
Provende,  s,  allowance,  stipend,  C  6931. 
Pro'w,  s.  profit,  gain,  5801S,  1940. 
Pryme  temps,  first  beginning,  4534 ;  the 

spring,  4747. 
Prys,  i.  praise,  1972 ;  price,  C  5927. 
Puffnaunt,  adj,  poignant,  keen,  1879. 
Pullaille,  J.  poultry,  C  7043. 
Pulle,  V.  pluck,  strip,  C  5984;  pr,  pi. 

flay,  strip,  C  6820. 
Puple,  X.  people,  rabblement,  C  7x59. 
Purchaa,  s,  acquisition,  C  6838. 
Purchasen,  ger.  to  procure,  C  6607. 
Purpryae,  s.  park,  enclosure,  3987, 4171. 
Purveaunce,  s,  provision,  C  7326. 
Purvey e,^(^.  to  procure,  3339. 
Put  pr,  J.  puts,  3556,  4444.  C  5949. 
Pyne,   j.    endeavour,    1798;    misery,    C 

6499. 
Pynen,  v.  torment,  punish,  351 1. 

Quarels,  s,  pi,  square-headed  crossbow- 
bolts,  1823. 

Quart^yne,  adj.  as  s,  quartan  fever  or 
ague,  2401. 

Queme,^^^.  to  please,  C  7270. 

Quenche,  v.  be  quenched,  5324. 

Quene,  s.  quean,  concubine,  C  7032. 

Querrour,  s.  quarry-man.  hewer  of  stone, 
4149. 

Quethe ;  /  quethe  Mm  quyU,  I  cry  him 
quit,  C  6999. 

Queynt,  adj.  elegant,  2251 ;  curious, 
fanciful,  C  6342;  strange.  5199 ;  pleased, 
3079;  shewing  satisfaction,  2038. 

Quesmtly,  adv.  neatly,  easily.  4322. 

Queyntyse,  s.  elegance,  2250. 

Qulk,  adj.  alive.  3523,  4070.  5056. 

Qultly,  adv.  quite,  entirely.  C  5843. 

Qultte,  pt,  s.  rekex.;  quitU  him^  ac- 
quitted himself;  3069;  pp.  requited, 
3x46,  6088;  made  amends  for,  2599; 
rid,  1852. 

Quook,  I  //.  s.  quaked,  3163;  //.  pi. 
3966. 

Quyte,  pp.  as  adj.  quit,  C  5904 ;  free,  C 
5910:  entire.  2375. 

Quyte,  V.  acquit,  release.  C  6032;  fulfil. 
5032;  ipr,  s.  C  6412;  imp.  s.  2222,  4392. 


B. 

Bacyne,  s,  root,  488X. 

Bafire.    -r.   rage,  spite,  3809;    malignity, 

venom,    19x6;    madness,   3992;    tn  r,, 

mad,  4523. 
Bamaere,  adj.  wild.  5384.    O.  F.  ramose. 
Bape,  J-.  haste,  1929. 
Bape,  adv.  quickly,  C  6516. 
Bathe,  adj.  early,  C  6650. 
Bavisable,  adj.  ereedy  for  prey,  C  70x6. 
Bavyxie,  s.  plunder,  C  6813. 
Bebel,  adj.  rebellious,  C  6400. 
Becche;  wAal  recchith  me,  what  care  I, 

3447. 
Becreaundyee,  s,  cowardice,  2107, 4038. 

Becreaunte,  s.  coward,  4090. 

Becured,  pp.  recovered,  4920.  5124. 

Bede,  J.  good  advice,  3859 ;  Keed,  C  7328. 

Bede,  ipr.  s.  advise,  X932;  read,  1819. 

Beed,  s.  advice,  C  7328 ;  Rede,  3859. 

Befteyne,  ger,  to  bridle,  C  7sxx. 

Beft,  s.  rift,  2661. 

Befte,  ^ pt.pl.  deprived,  3562. 

Befuyt,  s.  refuge,  escape,  3840. 

Behete,  v,  cheer,  console,  C  6509. 

Beisins,  s,pl.  fresh  grapes,  3659. 

Belees,  s.  relief.  2612;  release,  4440. 

Belesse,  x  pr.  s.  ^'ve  up,  C  6999. 

Beligrioun,  s.  religious  order,  37x5 ;  mo* 
nastic  life,  C  6x55. 

BellfirloUB,  adj.  pious,  C  6236;  as  s,  a 
nun,  C  6347;  R.  folk,  monastics,  C 
6149. 

Bexnued,  pt,  s.  moved,  C  7432. 

Bendre,  v.  recite,  4800. 

Beneyed,  x  pt.  s.  subj.  should  renounce, 
C6787. 

Bepeire,  v,  return,  ^573,  4131. 

Bepreef,  s.  reproach,  4974,  C  7240. 

Bepreve,  s.  reproach,  5261 ;  Reprove, 
upbraiding,  5525. 

Bequere,  //-.  s.  subJ.  request,  a^,  5233; 
pp.  asked.  5277. 

Beecous,  s.  service,  endeavour  to  sup- 
port, C  6749. 

Beeonables,  adj.pl.  reasonable,  C  6760. 

Besouxi,  J-.  correct  manner,  2151. 

Beveth,  pr.  s.  takes  away,  C  6254 ;  p/.  s, 
bereaved,  4351. 

Beverte,  v.  bring  back,  C  7x88. 

Bevoluclouxi,  s.  revolution,  turn  (of  for- 
tune's wheel),  4366. 

Beward,  s.  regard,  consideration,  3832. 

Bewe,  v.  rue,  be  sorry,  4060;  it  wol  mt 
rewe,  I  shall  be  sorry,  5170. 

Beyne,  v.  rain  down,  fall  as  rain,  1822. 

Beyne3,  Rennes  (in  Brittany),  3826. 
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Bibaned,  ^, adorned  with  lace  (of  gold), 

4752- 
Bibaud,  s,  labourer,  5673 ;  pL  ribalds,  C 

7302. 
Bibaudye,   s,   ribaldry,    2224;    riotous 

living,  4926. 
Blfirbt,  adv,  just,  exactly,  5347 ;  quite,  C 

6398,  6^11 ;  right  nought^  not  at  all,  2071. 
Rixnplea,  adj,  wrinkled,  4495. 
Rivellngr,  pres,  part,  puckering,  C  7262. 
Rochet,  s,  linen  garment,  4754. 
Rode,  J.  dot.  rood,  cross,  C  6564. 
Rody,  adj.  ruddy,  3629. 
Rolernous,  adJ,  scurvy,  rotten,  C  6190. 
Rokinfir»  pres,  part,    rocking,  quivering, 

trembling,  1906.     Cf.  Sliak.  Ljucr.  262. 
Ronne,  pp.  advanced,  4495. 
Roeer,  s,  rose-bush.  1789,  1826, 1833, 2967. 
Roufirbt,  I  //.  s.  recked,  heeded,  1873; 

I  //.  5.  subj.  should  not  care,  C  7061. 
Rowe,  adj.pl.  rough,  1838. 
Rude,  adj.  as  pi,  s,  common  people,  2268. 
Ryve,  V.  pierce,  C  7161 ;  be  torn,  5393 ; 

Ryveth,/r.  s.  is  torn,  5718. 

8. 

Sad,  adj.  serious,  staid,  composed,  4627 ; 

//.  grievous,  C  6907. 
Ssdnesse,  s.  sobriety,  discretion,  494a 
Sallen,  v.  assail,  C  7338. 
Sakked  Freres,  Fratres  de  Sacco,  Friars 

of  the  Sack,  C  7462. 
Salowe,  adj.  sallow ;  but  read  falowe.  i.  e. 

fallow,  C  7392. 
Salue,^^/-.  to  salute,  2218 ;  pr.  s.  subj.  2220. 
Samons,  s.p/.  salmon,  C  7039. 
&a.t.pt.  s.  impers.  suited,  3810. 
Sautere,  s.  psalter,  C  7371. 
Say.  \pt.s.  saw,  1722;  Sawe,  pi.  s.  subj. 

saw,  17 19. 
Say   i^for  Assay),  v,  essay,  attempt,  en- 
deavour, ^162. 
Saynt,  adj.  girded,  girdled  (?),  C  7408. 
ScantUone,  s.  pattern,  C  7064. 
Scole,  s,  scholarship,  learning,  3274. 
Score,  s,  crack  (or  hole)  in  a  wall,  2660. 
Scrlppe,  5.  scrip,  wallet,  C  7405. 
Secree,  adj.  secret,  5257. 
Secree,  s.  secret,  5260. 
Secte,  s.  class,  category,  5745;  gen,  of 

(our)  race,  4859. 
Seden,  v.  bear  seed,  fructify,  4344. 
See,  pr.  s.  subj.  see;  so  god  me  see,  as 

( I  hope)  God  may  protect  me,  5693. 
Seer,  adj.  sere,  dry,  4749. 
Seignorye,  s.  dominion,  3213. 
Seke,  adj.  sick.  5729.  5733:  //.  4829. 


Semblable,  adj,  similar,  C  591  x. 
Semblable,  adj,  as  s,  resemblance,  one 
like  himself,  4855;  pi,  like  (cases),  C 

6759. 
Semblant,  s,   appearance,    disguise,  C 
6202 ;  (his)  hypocrisy,  C  7449 ;  seeming. 

„  3ao5.  3957. 

Sen,  conj.  since,  198^. 

Sentence,  s,  meaning,  C  7474;  pi,  opi- 
nions, C  5813. 

Sermoneili,/r.  s,  sermonizes,  preaches^ 
C  6219. 

Servasre,  s.  servitude,  4382,  5807. 

Serviable,  adj.  serviceable,  C  6004. 

Sette,  V. fasten  (an  accusation), 332)8;  Set, 
pr.  s.  places,  4925.  4957 ;  pt.  pi.  besieged, 
C  7344 ;  pp.  established,  2077. 

Seure,  adj.  sure,  4304. 

Seurere,  adj,  camp,  surer,  more  secure,  C 

5958. 
Seynt  Amour,  William  St.  Amour,  C 

6781.     (He  wrote  against  the  friars  who 

advocated  the  Eternal  Gospel.) 
Sbende,  v.  shame,  put  to  shame,  31 16; 

ger.  to  injure,  2953:  pr.  s.  ruins,  4776, 

5310;  pp.  disgraced,  ruined,  3479,  3933. 
Sbene,  adj,  fair,  3713. 
Sbere,  pr.  s.  subj,  can  cut,  shear,  4335; 

may  shave,  C  6196. 
Sbete,  ger,  to  shoot,  1798;   Shet,  ft.  s. 

shot,  1727. 1777. 
Sbette,  ger,  to  shut,  4224;  v.  shut  up, 

2091 ;  pr.  pi.  shut  up,  5771 ;    Shet,  /)». 

shut,  4368. 
Shewlngr,  s.  demeanour,  4041. 
Shitteth,  pr,  s.  shuts,  4100 ;  Shit,//,  shut 

up,  2767. 
Sboon,  s.  pi.  shoes.  2265. 
Sbrewls,  s.  pi.  knaves,  C  6876. 
Shrift-fader,  s.  confessor,  C  6423. 
Shryve,  v.  hear  confessions,  C  6364. 
Slerb.  I  //.  s.  saw,  1822. 
Sifirbt,  I  //.  J.  sighed,  1746. 
Slkerer.  adj.  comp.  safer.  C  7310. 
Sikerest,  adj.  superl.  securest,  C  6147. 
Slkemesse,  s.  certainty.  1935,  2365. 
Slklrly,  adv.  certainly,  C  6906. 
Simila^loun,  s.  dissimulation.  C  7230. 
Simplesse,  s.  Simplicity  (the  name  of  an 

arrow),  1774;  simplicity,  C  6381. 
Sire,    s.    father;   sire   ne    dame,    neither 

father  nor  mother,  C  5887. 
Sltb,  conj.  since,  1964.  4367.  C  6266. 
Sithen,  adv.  afterwards.  1999.  C  7130. 
Sitte,  pr.  pi.  subj.  sit,  fit,  2267 ;  Sittand, 

pres.pt.  (Northern)  fitting,  2263;  Sitting, 

pres.  pt.  fitting,  suitable,  3654 ;  befitting, 

2309.  4675- 
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Skaffaut,  s.  scafTold,  a  shed  on  wheels 
with  a  ridged  roof,  under  cover  of 
which  the  battering  ram  was  used, 
4176. 

Sidle,  s.  reason,  3120,  4543 ;  avail,  1951. 

Slake,  V.  abate,  3108. 

Sleen,  ^^r.  to  slay,  C  7195 ; /r.  j.  2590. 

Slelfirlie,  adj.  sly,  cunning,  C  7257. 

Slelffbtes,  s.p/,  missiles,  C  7071;  tricks, 
C  6371. 

Slo,  V.  slay,  3150, 4592 ;  ^er.  5521 ;  Sloo,  v. 
1953.  3533 ;  Slo,/r.  s,  subj,  4992, 5643. 

Slomreet,  2/r.  x.  slumberest,  2567. 

Slowe,  J.  moth,  4751.    F.  taigne, 

8mete,/^.  smitten,  3755. 

Snlbbe,  v.  snub,  reproach,  4533. 

Solour,  s,  sojourn,  4282;  dwelling,  515a 

Solempnely,  ctdv,  publicly,  with  due 
publicity,  C  6766. 

Solejm,  adj,  sullen,  3896. 

Sophyme,  s,  sophism,  C  7471. 

Sore,  <idv,  closely,  strictly,  2055 ;  ardently, 

^2075. 

Sote,  adj,  sweet,  4880. 

Sotb-«awe,  j.  truth-telling,  C  6x25. 6x30, 

SotUIy,  adv,  subtly,  4395. 
€k>udiourB,  s,pl,  soldiers,  4234. 
Spanlahlnff,   s,   expanding,   expansion, 

3633.    O.  F.  espanir,  to  expand. 
Sparred,//,  s.  locked,  fieistened,  3390. 
Sparth,  s,  a  battle-ax,  C  5978. 
Spered,  jj^.  {/or  sperred) ,  rastened,  locked 

(F.  senh  la  cUf)^  2099. 
Sperhauke.  s.  sparrowhawk,  4033. 
Spllle,  V,  kill,  1953 ;  destroy,  2162 ;  ger.  to 

surrender   to    destruction,  5441;  pU  s, 

spoiled,  ^136 ;  pp.  exhausted,  4786. 
Spitel,  s.  hospital,  C  6505. 
Sprinfire,  pr,  pi,  grow,  increase,  C  5988 ; 

pp,  advanced,  C  6054. 
Sprinsroldea,  s,  pi,  catapults,  4191. 
Squared,  pp,  cut  square,  4155. 
Squlerly,  adj.  like  a  squire,  C  7415. 
Squyre,  s.  square  (carpenter's  square),  C 

7064. 
Stant,  pr.  s.  stands,  waits,  5004. 
Stark,  adj\  downright,  C  7292. 
Stede,  s.  place,  C  5898. 
StiUe  or  loude,  silently  or  aloud,  under 

all  circumstances,  C  7532. 
Stinten,  v.  cease,  C  6849;  pp.  stopped,  C 

6473" 
Stonde  forth,  ger.  to  stand  out,  persist, 

3547 ;  Stoot,/r.  s.  stands,  consists,  5581 ; 

Stant,^r.  s.  waits,  5004. 

Stounde,  s.  hour,  time,  1733 ;  //.  hours, 

2639. 


Stounde,  s.  (probably  an  error  for 
wounde,  wound),  4472. 

Stoundemele,  adj.  momentary.  3784. 

Stoundemele,  adv.  hourly,  from  one 
hour  to  another,  2304. 

Stoutnesse,  s.  pride,  obstinacy,  1936. 

Streite,  adj.  close-fitting,  2271. 

Strene,  s.  strain,  breed,  4859.  A.  S. 
striona. 

Strepe,  v.  strip,  fleece,  C  6818. 

Streyne,  v.  constrain,  compel,  C  6406; 
pt.  s.  urged,  C  7631. 

Stresmed- Abstinence,  Constrained  Ab- 
stinence, C  7325. 

Stuffen,  pr.  pi.  provide  with  defenders, 
C  6290.    F.  text,  corent  Us  mursgamir. 

Suen,  V.  pursue,  seek,  4953. 

Sufftaunce,  s.  patience,  submission,  3463. 

Suspeclous,  adj\  suspect,  open  to  sus- 
picion. C  6iia 

SuBtenlneTt  -r-  sustenance,  C  6697. 

Swelt^e,  2/r.  J.  suhj\  die,  248a 

Swete,  2  pr,  s,  sub;,  sweat,  feel  heat, 
2^8a 

Swink,  s,  toil,  labour,  C  6596. 

Swlnke,  v.  labour,  C  66x9;  ger.  to  toil. 
21^1,  5685 ;  pr,  s.  toils,  5675. 

Swmker,  s,  toiler.  C  6857. 

SwinkinfiT,  s,  toiling.  C  ^3. 

SwoninjBT,  s.  swoonme ,  swoon,  1737. 

Sy,  i.  e.  if  (F.  si),  i.  e.  naphacard,  5741. 

Sytbes,  pi.  dmes,  2048, 4868 ;  Many  sythe, 
often.  2257. 

T. 

Take,  v.  lay  hold,  535 x ;  take  arms,  3599 ; 

hand  over,  C  7265;  v.  rejl,  surrender, 

1947 ;  /.  OH  hem,  apply  to  themselves,  C 

6107  (F.text,  sur  tus  riens  rienprendront) ; 

pr,  s.  betakes,  commits  himself,  C  6442 ; 

pp,  taken;  him  take,  betaken   himself, 

C7280;  Tan,>^.Cs894. 
Takel,  s,  weapon,  arrow,  1729, 1863. 
Tale,   r.  reckoning;  yeve  I  tiiel  tale,  I 

pay  little  heed.  C  6375. 
Talent,  s.  good  will,  inclination,  C  6134 ; 

fancy,    C  7x10;    lon|[ing,  3472;   desire. 

intent,  1716 ;  spirit,  disposition,  C  7674* 
Tan.  pp.  taken,  C  5894.    See  Take. 
Tapinasre,  s,  hiding ;  in  tapinage,  sneak- 

ingly,  C  7363. 
TatarwafffiroB*  -r.//.  fluttering  tatters,  C 

I       72S9. 

I  Taylafiriera,  s.pl,  tax-gatherers,  C  68xx. 

i  Tecche,  s,  fault,  bad  habit,  5x66;  pi,  C 

I      6517. 

I  Teched,  pt.  s.  taught,  C  668a 

,  Telle,  V.  account,  5053. 
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Templers,  s,  //.  Knights-Templars.  C 
6693. 

Temprure,  s,  tempering,  mixing,  4177. 

Temps,  X.  time;  a/  prime  Umps^  at  the 
first  time,  at  first,  3373. 

Tene,  s,  ruin,  blight,  475a 

Tespye,  v.  to  espy,  3x56. 

Than,  comJ,  than  if,  4328. 

Thank,  s,  thanks,  4584;  (F.  text,  son  gri 
deservir)  \  good  will,  2698, 2700 ;  in  thank^ 
with  thanks,  with  good  will,  2115,  4577 ; 
Thankes,  //.  thanks,  2036 ;  thy  thtmkis^ 
with  thy  good  will,  2463. 

Thar,  adv,  there.  1853, 1857. 

Thar,  pr.  s,  impers,  needs ;  you  thar^  you 
need,  3604. 

Thee,  v.  thrive ;  so  mote  I  thee^  as  I  hope 
to  thrive,  3086, 484X,  C  5899. 

Thempryae  ijor  The  eropr^),  the  cus- 
tom, 2286. 

Ther-sreyn,  prep,  against  this.  C  6555. 

Thllke,  pron,  that,  2106,  C  5980. 

Thlasr.  J.  pL  things,  property,  C  6670. 

Thlngres,  s,  pL  business,  doings,  C  6037. 

This,  for  this  is,  C  6057, 6452. 

Thought,  s.  the  object  of  thought  per- 
sonified (?),  2473.  (But  a  corrupt  read- 
ing; read  ThtU  stoete,  answering  to 
S'amU  in  the  F.  text.) 

Threste,  i/r.  s.  thrust.  C  6825. 

Thrlnfire,  £^er.  to  thrust.  C  7419. 

Thritty,  adf,  thirty.  421 1. 

Throwe,  s.  moment.  1771, 3867. 

Thrust,  X.  thirst,  4722. 

Thurerh-aousrht,  pp,  examined  thor- 
oughly, 4948. 

Til.  pr^.  to ;  him  til,  to  him,  4594. 

Tiller,  s,  tiller,  husbandman,  4339. 

To-beten,  pp.  belaboured,  C  6xa6. 

Tobeye,  to  obey,  3534. 

To-drawe,  pp,  torn  in  pieces.  C  6126. 

Tofom,  prep,  before,  2969;  God  toibm, 
in  the  sight  of  God,  C  7198. 

Token,  //.  pi.  took  (i.  e.  took  Christ  to 
wimess,  appealed  to  Christ),  C  7122. 
(The  translation  is  entirely  wrong; 
hence  the  lack  of  sense.) 

Tolde,  pp.  {error  for  Told),  told,  C  6598. 

To-me-ward,  towards  me.  3354,  3803. 

To-moche>Yevlnfir,  Giving  too  much.  C 

5837. 
Ton,  the,  the  one,  5217 ;  the  toon,  5559. 
To-Quake,  v.  quake  greatly ;  al  to-quake, 

tremble  very  much,  2527. 
To-shake,  v,  shake  to  the  foundations. 

ruin,  C  5981. 
To-shar,  pt.  s,  lacerated,  cut  in  twain, 

1858. 


To-shent,  pp.  undone ;  al  to-shent,  utterly 

undone,  1903. 
Touret,  s.  turret,  4164. 
Totim,  s.  turn,  5470. 
Trace,  v.  walk,  go  about,  C  6745:  pr.pL 

walk,  live,  5753. 
Transmewe,  v.  transmute,  be  changed, 

2526. 
Trasshed,/^.  betrayed,  3231. 
Treohour,  j.  traitour.  C  7216;  cheat,  C 

6602. 
Tree,  s.  wood,  1747, 1808,  2408,  C  7061. 
Trefiret,  s.  trap,  snare,  C  63x2;  trickery, 

guile,  C  6267.  6825. 
Tregetours,  s.pl.  tricksters,  C  7587. 
Tresretrye,  j.  trickery.  C  6382;  trick,  C 

6374. 
TrepefiTOt,  s,  a  military  engine  made  of 

wood,  used  for  hurling  large  stones  and 

other  missiles,  a  trebuchet,  C  6279. 
Trlchour,  adj,  treacherous.  6308. 
Triet,  v.  trust.  4364 ;  pp.  3929. 
Trouble,  adj,  troubled.  X755. 
Troubler,  adj,  comp,  cUmmer,  less  bright, 

C  71x6. 
Trowandyse,  s,  knavery,  villany,  3954. 
Trowe,  v.  believe,  C  6873. 
TruaundlnfiT,  s.  idling,  shirking.  C  6721. 
Truaundyse,  s.  idleness,  shirking.  C  6664. 
Truaunt,  s,  idler,  loaiier,  C  6645. 
Tumble,  v.  cause  to  tumble,  cause  to 

perform  athletic  feats,  C  6836;  ger»  to 

tumble,  5460. 
Turves,  s,ph  sods  of  turf,  C  7062. 
Twinne,  v.  separate,  go  apart,  4813 ;  part, 

5077;  depart,  4367. 

U. 

Unayysed,  ctdj.  heedless,  indiscreet, 
foolish.  4739- 

Unbond,  pt,  s.  released.  C  64x6 ;  pp.  un- 
fostened.  4700 ;  opened.  2226. 

Unclosed,/^,  untied,  unfastened,  4698. 

Unclosid,^.  unenclosed.  3921,  3925. 

UndirfonigKth,  (r,  j.  underttdces,  5709. 

Unese,  s.  uneasiness,  trouble,  3x02 ;  dis- 
comfort, 2596. 

Unhappe,  s.  mishap,  ill  fortune,  5492. 

Unhyde,  v.  unfold,  reveal,  2x68. 

Unlefulle,  adj.  iUicit.  4880. 

Uimethe,  adv.  scarcely,  i.  e.  it  will 
scarcely  be,  C  654X;  unnethis.  hardly, 
5461. 

Unreleeed,  adj.  unrelieved,  2729. 

Unsperd,  pp.  unbolted,  unbarred,  2656. 

tTnthrift,  s.  wastefulness.  4926. 

Unwelde,  adj.  impotent,  feeble.  4886. 


